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KOHIMA, April 23 (PTI): The Centre's inter-
locutor for Naga peace talks, A K Mishra Friday
met the principal negotiator of NSCN(IM),
Thuingaleng Muivah at Chumoukedima police
complex here Friday.  
This was the second meeting between Mishra

and the octogenarian Muivah, who was accom-
panied by about 11 senior NSCN(IM) leaders,
this week.
No detail about the meeting was shared with

the media but a senior functionary of the outfit
told PTI that there will be another round of talks
between Mishra and a larger number of
NSCN(IM) leaders again on Saturday.
Mishra, who arrived in Nagaland on Monday

for his second visit to the state since assuming
office in September last year, held an interaction
with Naga National Political Groups (NNPG),
a body of eight Naga organisations on Thurs-
day.
The Centre has been holding separate talks

with the NSCN(IM) since 1997 and the NNPG
from 2017. It signed the Framework Agreement
with NSCN(IM) on August 3, 2015 and an
Agreed Position with NNPG on November 17,
2017.
However, no final solution to the vexed issue

has been arrived at with NSCN(IM) sticking to

its demand for a separate flag and constitution
for the Nagas.
Mishra had met Muivah on Tuesday at Camp

Hebron, the NSCN(IM) headquarters near
Dimapur.
Before leaving the state, he will meet the

state government's core committee on Naga po-
litical issues headed by chief minister Neiphiu
Rio and comprising Naga civil societies, offi-
cials said.
Meanwhile, the Nagaland Gaon Burah Fed-

eration (NGBF), an apex body of village chief-
tains, have appealed for a solution to the
protracted issues before the state election due
early next year.
The appeal was made during the 30th general

session of NGBF held at Phek Town on Thurs-
day.
The body also resolved that if the situation

demanded, the NGBF would take up demo-
cratic agitations.

Centre’s interlocutor AK Mishra meets Muivah

AIZAWL, April 23 (PTI): Mizo-
ram reported 112 fresh Covid-19
cases in the last 24 hours, pushing
the tally to 2,26,702, a Health de-
partment official said on Satur-
day.
The state did not report any

new Covid-19 deaths for the third
consecutive day on Saturday and
the toll remained at 694, he said.
The fresh cases were detected

out of 858 samples tested with a
single-day positivity rate of 13
per cent.

Mizoram currently has 672 ac-
tive Covid-19 cases, while

2,25,336 people have recovered
from the disease so far, the offi-

cial said.
The Covid-19 recovery rate is

now 99.39 per cent and the death
rate is 0.30 per cent.
On Friday the northeastern

state had reported 91 new Covid-
19 cases.
A total of 19.15 lakh samples

have so far been tested for Covid-
19.
Over 8.43 lakh people have

been inoculated with Covid-19
vaccine till Thursday, according
to the health department.

Mizoram logs 112 new Covid-19 cases

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 23: The Incu-
bation and Enterprise Support Sys-
tem of IIM Shillong in
collaboration with the Incubation
Centre of NEHU organised ‘Impact
Lecture and Experience Sharing on
Innovation, Communities and De-
centralized Future’. The resource
persons for the programme were
Jonathan Pereira, developer rela-
tions at Polygon and Akash Shukla,
developer relations at Polygon.
Jonathan has been driving devel-
oper community centric initiatives
for over a decade to help build and
scale innovation in the global tech
ecosystem. He has been an integral
part of early teams of well-known
unicorn startups like Postman, Au-
tomation Anywhere, and Chef
Software, and has helped scale

them. In his address to the students
Jonathan Pereira highlighted the
students about the decentralized fu-
ture and the prospects on web techs
in the near future. He spoke about
crypto currency, block chai, Web 3
and the unexplored infinite poten-
tial of the internet.
Akash Shukla in his address

touched upon the different aspects
of 21st century skills, innovation
methodologies which included cer-
tain key aspects like empathy, pro-
totyping, testing, etc., along with
relevant examples from the local
Indian ecosystem. Post that he
touched upon the necessity of
community in steering up one's
learning and the ways to possess
the right mindset to learn along
with the relevant resources empha-
sised on the community develop-

ment prospects to solve the day-to-
day problems and about a startup
is just an idea to begin with. Akash
has been a part of global startup
communities, skilling, and innova-
tion initiatives. He has personally
seen the impact of his programs on
3 lakh plus people across 20+
countries. He is empaneled as a
business mentor for Google for
Startups Accelerator, Europe &
Africa and has been a part of
Antler, Amsterdam (a VC firm) as
an Entrepreneur in Residence. For
his work, he got invited by the
President of India & the Director
General’s Office, United Nations,
Geneva. He has coached 100+
startup founders globally. He got
trained in various innovation &
problem-solving methodologies
ranging from MIT’s Co-Innovation
model, Stanford's Design Thinking
framework to Sprint methodology
by Google Ventures. He has also
led a Healthcare Innovation lab
kick-started by MIT. IIM Shillong
also enhanced the Centre for De-
velopment of North Eastern Re-
gion (CeDNER) of IIM Shillong
and encouraged the students to as-
pire to work for the development
of the community at the grassroots
level and increase the scope of em-
ployability in the region.
Prof. Divesh Walia, HoD, En-

vironmental Sciences and head of
Incubation Centre, NEHU was
present for the occasion among
others.

Lecture organised at NEHU

SHILLONG, April 23
(NNN): The Voice of the Peo-
ple's Party (VPP) on Friday
opposed the recent move of
the state government to open
up casinos in Meghalaya.
In a statement, the president

of VPP, Ardent Miller Basa-
iawmoit said that the state of
Meghalaya and its people and
the community as a whole
have always considered any
form of gambling as a social
evil and this move of the state
government to open a casino
in the state indicates that the
present government does not
care about the state and its
people.
“The aim of the state gov-

ernment to open casinos in the
state and make the state fa-
mous for its casinos cannot be
accepted as we all know the
state of Meghalaya and its
people have never accepted
any form of gambling in the
state,” said Basaiawmoit.
Basaiawmoit said that no

goods have ever come from
gambling and this is why peo-
ple of the state have always
considered this a social evil as
gambling has always resulted
in poverty and set back many
families.
He added that this move

should be opposed by all as
this move of the state govern-
ment contradicts the Megha-
laya Prevention of Gambling
1970 by replacing it with the
new Meghalaya Regulation of
Gaming Ordinance 2021.
“As a community, we can-

not accept this move of the
state government to make
gambling or casino legal in the
state as we have witnessed that
any form of gambling has not
only affected families but the
community and the state as a
whole as gambling has always
resulted in poverty,” he added.
In this regard, Ardent Miller

Basaiawmoit urged the state
government to come out with
laws that will encourage de-
velopment through tourism,
farming, entrepreneurship and
employment for the youth
which will, in turn, help the
state in generating revenues.

Political party 
opposes casinos

in Meghalaya

DIMAPUR, April 23 (NNN): Nagaland chief secre-
tary J Alam has called for digitalisation of government
functioning in the state. The Nagaland chief secretary
said this while addressing a departmental review
meeting with the department of Information Technol-
ogy and Communication and the department of Power
on Friday in Kohima. The meeting discussed at length
with officials of both departments about issues related
to the day-to-day activities as well as the projects cur-
rently being undertaken and problems that are ham-
pering the smooth functioning of the two departments.
One of the most important outcomes of the meeting

was the proposal made by the chief secretary and his
team to phase out the manual process of issuing Inner
Line Permit (ILP) and Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe certificates and also to make the whole process
digital within a time period of three to four months.  
The department of Information Technology and

Communication gave a detailed power-point presen-
tation regarding the activities currently being under-
taken and shared a few infrastructure and capital
shortage issues that the department is facing which in
turn is greatly affecting the service output of the de-
partment.  
The department of IT & C also highlighted the issue

of non-availability of real time data and information
and regular updates from certain departments as a
cause for concern when it comes to maintaining the

official portal of the state government and also in pro-
viding regular updates and information to the general
public. Apart from these, the department of IT and C
also shared some of the important activities currently
being undertaken by the department like the State
Data Centre which hosts the websites and applications
of 70 departments, the online Inner Line Permit, Com-
mon Service Centres across the state, etc.  
The department of Power also presented a very de-

tailed report of its activities and projects currently
being undertaken and also projects that are yet to be
approved. The department also expressed that the
biggest problem it is facing is the shortage of man-
power in carrying out maintenance work which is in-
fact one of the most vital functions of the department.

Nagaland chief secretary calls for 
digitalisation of government functioning

IMPHAL, April 23 (NNN): The first ever Stu-
dent Police Cadet (SPC) Programme in Manipur
was launched on Friday at Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Lamphel, in Imphal West district.
SPC is a project to train high school students

to respect the laws, practice discipline, and to de-
velop civic consciousness and empathy for vul-
nerable sections of society. The programme aims
to build a bridge between the police and the com-
munity by inculcating values and ethics in the
school going students through indoor and outdoor
classes and activities. For the first time in the
country, the programme was launched in Kerala
in 2010.
In Manipur, the project is being implemented

by the Manipur Police department joining hands
with the Education department and supported by

departments of Transport, Forest, Excise and
local self-government. 
The launching function was attended by Ma-

nipur DGP, P Doungel, commissioner (Educa-
tion) M Harekrishna; additional DGP, L Kailun
who is also the nodal of the SPC programme;
principal of Kendriya Vidyalaya Lamphel, Hari
Raj and other top officials of the Police depart-
ment and stakeholders of the project.
Speaking on the occasion, P Doungel said that

for the first time in the country, the Kerala police
introduced the project in that state in 2010 and
successfully implemented it. The implementation
of the project in Manipur was delayed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, he also said.
Doungel then said that the project aimed to

train high school students to respect the laws,

practice discipline, and to develop civic con-
sciousness and empathy for vulnerable sections
of society.  “The project will strengthen the stu-
dents’ commitment towards the family, commu-
nity, and the environment, enabling them to resist
negative tendencies such as substance abuse, de-
viant behavior, intolerance, and other social
evils,” he added.
In the first phase of the project, the SPC pro-

gramme will be introduced in 20 different schools
and it will be expanded to 50 more schools across
the state in the second phase, the police chief said.
All the required materials including computer sets
will be provided by the Police department. The
department will also provide vehicles for outdoor
programmes of the project, the DGP further
added.

First Student Police Cadet (SPC) launched in Manipur  
Project aims at making student ideal future citizens
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Rajnath talks tough against
it has been withdrawn from 23 districts of Assam and areas under 15 police stations each in Manipur and

Nagaland. "Durable peace and stability has ensured that AFSPA gets withdrawn from the northeast and the role
of chief ministers in the region has also been commendable, with Assam's Himanta Biswa Sarma taking the
leading position," he noted.
Maintaining that there was a "public misconception" that the Army always wanted AFSPA to remain in force,

Singh contended the Army's job is not to look after internal security but to guard the borders.
On continued imposition of AFSPA in Jammu and Kashmir, the minister said, “The situation is responsible

for it, not the Army.” Lauding the role of serving soldiers and veterans in protecting the country, the Defence
minister said, “The soldiers are our strength and the veterans and ‘veer naris' (widows of martyrs) our inspira-
tion. "Even when a soldier retires and becomes a veteran, the warrior inside him lives on and it can be seen in
his 'tevar' (attitude), body language," he added.
He also called on the general people to ensure that brotherhood is maintained within the country while the

soldiers keep peace on the borders.
"We don't notice religion when a person dons the uniform and becomes a soldier for the country.
"People of different religions had worked together in the 1971 War…this social harmony of Assam, India

should not be broken," he said, felicitating war widows, families of martyrs, prisoners of war and former per-
sonnel who had suffered injuries in the 1971 battle.
He also inaugurated an exhibition by the Directorate of Sainik Welfare, showcasing the valour and supreme

sacrifice of armed forces in the liberation war.
Speaking on the occasion, chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma while paying his tributes to the bravery of

the war veterans of the Indo-Pak War of ’71 and offering his deep tribute to all the soldiers who laid down their
lives in the line of duty, said that the Indo-Pakistan War of 1971 was a landmark event in the history of the
Indian sub-continent. He said that the valour and sacrifice of the war heroes not only registered the historic
victory of India over Pakistan but also played a decisive role in realising the dream of an independent
Bangladesh. Later in a tweet, Sarma said that nine war widows were honoured with ` 10 lakh each, eight per-
sonnel who had suffered injuries with ` 5 lakh each and two ex-prisoners of War with ` 2.5 lakh each.
An amount of ` 2 lakh each was also given to 86 other veterans of the liberation war, he added.

BSF rescues 57 cattle on 
troops of 97 BN BSF signaled the truck driver to stop near to MCP (Mobile Check Post) Sonapur, on seeing BSF
party all drivers fled leaving behind the trucks. The seized cattle were handed over to concerned police outpost -
Lumshnong for further disposal.

AAGSU castigates CEM for 
KAAC. Ronghang should invite the Gorkhas for a discussion, he said. Dahal said Gorkhas living on the inter-

state border in West Karbi Anglong have been protecting the border. The AAGSU have been demanding the set-
ting-up of a police station for the safety of the people living there which is yet to be done, he added.
He also claimed that the AAGSU leaders had met chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, when he was Education

minister and in presence of CEM Ronghang at Kaziranga where AAGSU-KADC were assured the development
of the Gorkhas. The AAGSU-KADC also demanded one MAC seat each from Karbi Anglong and West Karbi An-
glong. He said the party that gives a ticket to the Gorkha community will have the support of the AAGSU.
The president of AAGSU-KADC, Suraj Chetri was also present at the press conference.

Illegal logs seized
used the river as a means of transportation. The logs are floated down the river later to be pick up by those in
Nagaon. Sources said that the plundering of forest and natural resources has increased significantly in the recent
months in West Karbi Anglong. Along with the illegal felling of trees, sand is also illegally mined from the
river banks leading to pollution and loss of revenue for the government. 

Ukraine: Russians try to storm
a small group of people gathered outside a church where a priest prayed and sprinkled them with water on Holy

Saturday. While British officials said the Russians hadn't gained significant new ground, Ukrainian officials an-
nounced a nationwide curfew ahead of Easter Sunday, a sign of the war's disruption and threat to the entire country.
Mariupol, a part of the industrial region in eastern Ukraine known as the Donbas, has been a key Russian objective
since the Feb. 24 invasion began and has taken on outsize importance in the war. Completing its capture would
give Russia its biggest victory yet, after a nearly two-month siege reduced much of the city to a smoking ruin and
killed an estimated 20,000 people there.
Occupying Mariupol would deprive the Ukrainians of a vital port, free up Russian troops to fight elsewhere and

allow Russia to create a land corridor with the Crimean Peninsula, which Moscow seized from Ukraine in 2014.
An advisor to Ukraine's presidential office, Oleksiy Arestovich, said during a Saturday briefing that Russian

forces had resumed air strikes on the Azovstal plant and were trying to storm it. A direct attempt to take the plant
would represent a reversal from an order Russian President Vladimir Putin gave two days earlier.
Russian Defense minister Sergei Shoigu reported to Putin on Thursday that the whole of Mariupol, with the ex-

ception of Azovstal, had been ‘liberated’ by the Russians. At the time, Putin ordered him not to send Russian troops
into the plant but instead to block off the facility, an apparent attempt to starve out the Ukrainians and force them
to surrender.
Ukrainian officials have estimated that about 2,000 of their troops are inside the plant along with the civilians

sheltering in the facility's underground tunnels. Arestovic said the Ukrainian forces were trying to counter the new
attacks.

PM attends Bihu function at Sonowal’s
kind presence at the Bihu function and his blessings. In the last eight years, his interests and initiatives for

the overall development of Assam and the Northeast is unprecedented," he said. 
Among those who attended the event include Union ministers Anurag Singh Thakur, Nagendra Singh Tomar,

Rajya Sabha deputy chairman Harivansh.

Jorhat-Moran stretch of NH37
commissioner Meghanidhi Dahal in January last for failing their commitments to complete the road within the

time frame. The haphazard manner, in which the NHIDCL is implementing the 4-lane work in this portion, has
irked all taxpaying citizens. The stream of vehicles plying on the road is having a hard time negotiating the huge
crater-like potholes and cracks on the sides.
In numerous places, huge pools of rainwater impede traffic movement as the potholes covered with rainwater

have resulted in a number of serious accidents.
One Sudarshan Sarma (22) of Demow Raisai died on the way to the hospital as the scooter he was riding on fell

into a water-filled pothole near Rajmai TE on the NH37 recently.
Eight passengers of a traveler died on the spot near the Thowra Doul in 2019 due to the bruised patch of the

road but there has been no follow up the action even after this accident in improving road condition despite the
higher ups’ visit to the spot.
The State Transport minister seems to have been too busy with the Municipality and Corporation elections to

talk to the Ministry of Road Transport in the Centre.
The portion leading to the Gaurisagar Tinali flyover has long been a quagmire of mud and slough after the

NHAIDL began the expansion work of the NH37 in 2018.  
Jitu Dutta, a young entrepreneur of Deogharia, Dikhowmukh, filled the huge pits with 12 truckloads of sand

gravel at his own cost on April 20. His work has been appreciated profusely over social media while condemning
the indifferent attitude of the authorities to the plight of the commuters.
The existing old bridges over the Desung, Darika, Janjhi, and Mitong river are all in very bad shape and have

become a great threat of being collapsed at any time. The approach portions to the bridges are all broken. The
patch repairing works undertaken by the department are all done perfunctorily.

Over 75,000 Indians wave national flag
56,000 Pakistanis who waved their national flag at a function in Lahore in 2004.
Shah, whose role in bringing about "complete national integration by scrapping of Article 370" was hailed by

speaker after speaker, himself spoke for less than 30 minutes.
The former BJP chief told the gathering that reminding the younger generation of sacrifices made by freedom

fighters was a key component of 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' as envisaged by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
He also recalled the role of RSS ideologue V D Savarkar in highlighting the contributions of the likes of Veer

Kunwar Singh. Savarkar had called the Revolt of 1857 'India's first war of Independence' and authored an epony-
mous book. Seen as the party's top strategist, Shah also recalled the role played by the BJP, along with chief minister
Nitish Kumar by whom he was received at the Patna airport, in ridding Bihar of "jungle raj".
In a veiled dig at RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav, Shah remarked, "Merely going about without Lalu Prasad's posters

cannot erase the memories of jungle raj."
Shah, who is scheduled to wrap up his Bihar tour by attending the convocation ceremony of a private university

set up by BJP leader Gopal Narayan Singh, also touched upon the welfare measures taken by the Narendra Modi
government, especially during the coronavirus pandemic. He said that Modi has set a target of making India number
one in the world by 2047, when the nation celebrates the centenary of its Independence.
He had words of effusive praise for the people who had come out in large numbers despite "such hot weather".
Notably, this was Shah's first visit to the state in more than two years. His last tour of Bihar was in January, 2020

when he had addressed a rally in Vaishali district, in the aftermath of the CAA-NPR-NRC controversy.

Meghalaya receives ‘large excess’ 
normal rainfall while Tripura went from deficient to large deficient. For the duration between April 14-20,

Tripura received 20.4 mm rainfall against the normal of 55.3 mm normal (minus 63 per cent) while Mizoram
received 29.5 mm rainfall against the normal of 31.5 mm (minus six per cent). The IMD has further predicted
widespread rainfall and thunderstorms over the region for next few days under the influence of strong south-
westerly winds from Bay of Bengal to northeastern states at lower tropospheric levels.
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Rajnath talks tough against
terrorists targeting India

1971 war landmark event in Indian sub-continent history: Himanta

GUWAHATI, April 23 (PTI):
Defence minister Rajnath Singh on
Saturday asserted that India would
not hesitate to act against terrorists
who target the country from across
the border.
Speaking at a programme, where

Assam-based veterans of 1971
India-Pakistan War were felici-
tated, Singh said the government
was working to wipe out terrorism
from the country.
"India has been successful in

giving out the message that terror-
ism will be strongly dealt with. We
will not hesitate to cross borders if
the country is targeted from out-
side," he maintained.
Praising the valour displayed by

Indian soldiers in the recent stand-
offs with China, he said, "I am of
the firm belief that no power in the
world can do anything to bow
down the head of ‘Bharat Mata’
(Mother India)."
Taking a dig at a section of Op-

position leaders who had ques-
tioned the Army's role in the mat-
ter, Singh said such criticism
demoralised soldiers and hurt the
sentiments of people.
"I am regularly in contact with

chiefs of our armed forces. I told
them what I had to and they did
what they had to. They have kept
Bharat Mata's head held high," he
added.

Singh also said that the eastern
boundary of the country was cur-
rently experiencing more peace
and stability compared to the west-
ern frontier, with Bangladesh being
a friendly neighbour.
"The tension that India experi-

ences on western frontier does not
exist along eastern boundary as
Bangladesh is a friendly country,"
he noted.

"The problem of infiltration has
almost ended. There is peace and
stability at the border (in the east-
ern frontier) now," the minister
said.
The Defence minister praised

the Border Road Organisation
(BRO) for its efforts in building
strong boundary infrastructure,
needed for defence preparedness.
"We have stronger border infra-

structure now, but more has to be
done and we are working on it,” he
stated.
On the recent withdrawal of

Armed Forces (Special Powers)
Act (AFSPA) from different parts
of northeast, the Defence minister
stated that the government did so
whenever the situation in a place
improved.
He said, "When I was the Union

Home minister, AFSPA was lifted
from Arunachal Pradesh (most
parts) and Meghalaya. Now under
Amit Shah, (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, April 23: Karbi
Students Association (KSA)
held a protest dharna in West
Karbi Anglong against the al-
leged “Give and Take Policy” of
the Government of Assam to
settle the border issue with
Meghalaya. KSA held a protest
at Assam-Meghalaya border vil-
lage of Mukoilum in West Karbi
Anglong. KSA said not an inch
of land of West Karbi Anglong
should be ceded to the neigh-
bouring state. The boundary
fixed on April 13, 1951 should
be the boundary. KSA said if the
government of Assam does not
heed their demand there will be
intense agitation.

KSA holds protest

Mevani arrest: Cong stages
sit-in seeking release 

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, April 23: Opposi-
tion leaders from Congress and
AIUDF parties are making a beeline
in Kokrajhar police station follow-
ing the arrest of Gujarat Congress
MLA Jignesh Mevani on Saturday.
A three-member delegation team

of Congress party led by Now-
boisha LAC and former minister
Bharat Chandra Narah, South
Salmara MLA Wajed Ali Choud-
hury, Youth Congress secretary
Ajay Sikra visited at Kokrajhar po-
lice station, but police administra-
tion obstructed the delegation while
entering the police station.
Narah, while condemning the po-

lice action, said that the arrest of
MLA was unacceptable and unfor-
tunate for the country.
He demanded immediate release

of Mevani.
However, Congress party mem-

bers and supporters have staged a
sit-in protest demonstration in front
of the Kokrajhar police station de-
manding immediate release of
Mevani.
An APCC release said the state

party chief Bhupen Borah, three
MLAs and members of its legal cell
would leave for Kokrajhar on Sun-

day morning as Mevani would be
produced in the court again at the
end of his police remand.
The release added that the party

had been lending all assistance to
Mevani to ensure that he was repre-
sented by the best lawyers.
Meanwhile, two AIUDF MLAs

Karimuddin Borbhuyan and Ashra-
ful Hussain visited the Kokrajhar
police station and took stock of the
situation. The duo also demanded
early release of Mevani.
Mevani, an Independent MLA

supported by the Congress, was ap-
prehended by the Assam Police
from Palanpur town in Gujarat on
Wednesday night after a First Infor-
mation Report (FIR) under various
sections of the IPC and the IT Act
was filed in Kokrajhar over the
tweet.
According to the FIR, he had pur-

portedly posted a tweet, claiming
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
"considered Godse as God".
The legislator was flown to

Guwahati from Gujarat on Thurs-
day morning and then taken to
Kokrajhar by road, where he was
produced at the chief judicial mag-
istrate's court, which remanded him
in three days' police custody.

KYIV, April 23 (AP): Russian forces in
Ukraine tried to storm a steel plant housing
soldiers and civilians in the southern city
of Mariupol on Saturday while attempting
to crush the last corner of resistance in a
location of high symbolic and strategic
value to Moscow, Ukrainian officials said.
The reported assault on the eve of Or-

thodox Easter came after the Kremlin
claimed its military had seized all of Mar-
iupol except for the Azovstal plant and as
Russia's military pounded other cities and
towns in southern and eastern Ukraine. Of-
ficials reported that Russia fired at least six
cruise missiles at the Black Sea port city of
Odesa, killing five people.
The fate of the Ukrainians holed up in

the sprawling seaside steel mill wasn't im-
mediately clear; earlier Saturday, a Ukrain-
ian military unit released a video
reportedly taken two days earlier in which
women and children holed up under-

ground, some for as long as two months,
said they longed to see the sun.
“We want to see peaceful skies, we want

to breathe in fresh air,” one woman in the
video said. “You have simply no idea what
it means for us to simply eat, drink some
sweetened tea. For us, it is already happi-
ness.”
As the battle for shattered Mariupol

ground on, Russia claimed it had taken
control of several villages elsewhere in the
eastern Donbas region and destroyed 11
military Ukrainian military targets
overnight, including three artillery ware-
houses.
Associated Press journalists also ob-

served shelling in residential areas of
Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city, and
in Sloviansk, a town in northern Donbas.
The AP witnessed two soldiers arriving at
the town's hospital, one of them fatally
wounded, while (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Ukraine: Russians try to storm
Mariupol plant, strike Odesa

‘International Earth Day 2022’
celebrated at LGBI Airport

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 23: ‘Interna-
tional Earth Day 2022’ was ob-
served at the Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International Airport on
Friday. To create awareness among
the passengers and stakeholders,
some informative standees high-
lighting the tagline of the event are
‘Invest in our planet’, ‘Let’s save
the world together’ etc. were dis-
played in and around the airport.
Employees of the airport and pas-
sengers formed part of the aware-
ness campaign by wearing relevant
masks. Earth Day tags were also
distributed among the employees
and passengers. In this regard,
Guwahati Airport recently
launched a plantation drive. The
new airport operator has placed
plants in every corner of the termi-
nal to give it a green makeover.

Meghalaya receives ‘large excess’ rainfall
as neighbours Tripura, Mizoram deficient
NEW DELHI, April 23 (IANS):
Even when the entire northeast
India has been experiencing heavy
to very heavy rainfall for the last
few days, the spatial variability due
to various reasons has meant that
Meghalaya has received 'large ex-
cess' rainfall while Tripura has re-
ceived 'deficient' and Mizoram
'large deficient' rainfall since
March 1 till Saturday.
The India Meteorological De-

partment (IMD) data has shown
that for the period between March
1 and April 23, the quantum of
rainfall received by Meghalaya is
473.8 mm, which is 99 per cent
more than the normal rainfall 237.5
mm for this duration; Tripura re-
ceived 98.8 mm rainfall, minus 58
per cent of 234.1 mm normal for
the duration and Mizoram received
64.4 mm rainfall, minus 66 per
cent of 187.3 mm normal for the
duration.
In IMD parlance, 60 per cent or

more rainfall is termed as large ex-

cess; 20 per cent to 59 per cent is
excess; rainfall that is between
minus 19 per cent to plus 19 per
cent is normal; minus 20 per cent
to minus 59 per cent is deficient
while minus 60 till minus 99 is
termed as large deficient.
Other states in the northeast re-

ceived normal or excess rainfall.

For the same duration of March 1-
April 23, Manipur received 150.4
mm (against the normal of 149.4
mm); Nagaland received 137.8
(against the normal of 148.6 mm)
and Arunachal Pradesh received
420.9 mm (against 403.5 mm nor-
mal) while two states, Sikkim with
417.4 mm against 276.0 mm nor-

mal (51 per cent more) and Assam
with 321.1 mm against 202.3 mm
normal (59 per cent more) received
excess rainfall.
Explaining the phenomenon,

senior scientist from IMD, K.S.
Hosalikar, said the orography of
the region and wind direction
played a major role. "The wind-
ward orography of Meghalaya and
the hilly terrain further north is a
major factor. Plus, this time round,
the wind direction is from south-
west to northeast direction. There-
fore, there was more rain in the
northern part of the NE region
while Tripura and Mizoram in the
southern parts remained dry."
Hosalikar also pointed out the

lack of favourable low pressure
system in the northern Bay of Ben-
gal in this season for the missing
heavy rainfall over Tripura and Mi-
zoram.
Incidentally, Mizoram has re-

covered lost ground this week and
showed (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

JAGDISHPUR (BIHAR), April
23 (PTI): Nearly 78,000 people si-
multaneously waved the national
flag at a function attended by Home
minister Amit Shah here on Sunday,
in an attempt to break a previous
world record of people waving a na-
tional flag set in Pakistan 18 years
ago.
The occasion was the 164th death

anniversary of Veer Kunwar Singh,
the then ruler of Jagdishpur, one of
the heroes of the Revolt of 1857
against the British. The event was
organised as part of 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav', the 75th anniversary of
India's Independence.
Shah was joined by top BJP lead-

ers from Bihar, including Union
ministers R K Singh and Nityanand
Rai, deputy chief ministers Tark-
ishor Prasad and Renu Devi and
their predecessor Sushil Kumar

Modi in waving the tricolour for full
five minutes, to an instrumental ren-
dition of the national song 'Vande
Mataram'.
The attendees wore bands for

physical identification and camera
trap was installed, with Guinness

Book of World Records supervising
the record check. The crowds ap-
plauded when the gigantic screen in-
stalled at the venue put the
headcount of flag wavers at 77,700.
The previous world record was

set by (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Over 75,000 Indians wave national flag 
simultaneously in bid to break Pak record

HT Bureau
DIPHU, April 23: All Assam
Gorkha Students Union, Karbi An-
glong District Committee
(AAGSU-KADC) criticised the
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Coun-
cil (KAAC) stating that despite
Gorkhas being one of the Scheduled
Tribes in the district are being de-
prived of benefits and developmen-
tal schemes.
In a press conference held at the

office of the District Press Club of
Karbi Anglong, here on Saturday,
the general secretary of AAGSU-
KADC, Dipok Dahal said they had
been demanding on the State gov-
ernment and KAAC authority to
take up steps for the development of
the Gorkha community residing in
Karbi Anglong.
“A memorandum was given to

the chief executive member of
KAAC, Tuliram Ronghang regard-
ing various issues and problems of
Gorkha and for their uplift. But re-
gretfully the CEM has not invited
the AAGSU leaders for discussion,”
the general secretary said.
Dahal said, “The Gorkhas have

been residing in Karbi Anglong as
an indigenous community. They
were included as one of the recog-
nised ST communities in the forma-
tion of United Mikir Hills and North
Cachar Hills District in 1951 under
the provision of the Sixth Sched-
uled.”
AAGSU, KADC said that it has

been 71 years since the formation of
KAAC, but not much change is seen
among the Gorkhas living in Karbi
Anglong due to the step-motherly
treatment by (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

AAGSU castigates 
CEM for inaction

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, April 23: A BJP
meeting was held in Jengkha
under Hamren Member of Au-
tonomous Council (MAC) con-
stituency in West Karbi Anglong.
Addressing the meeting, the ex-
ecutive member of Karbi Ang-
long Autonomous Council
(KAAC), Mongal Sing Timung
said that the BJP will win the
Hamren seat. The presidents and
secretaries of booth committees
are asked to strengthen their re-
spective booths and also assigned
tasks. In the meeting, party is-
sues, preparation for the coming
MAC election and the Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi’s visit
to Karbi Anglong on April 28
were discussed. 

BJP meet held in WKA

Jorhat-Moran stretch of
NH37 becomes a death trap

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, April 23: The 90
km stretch of the NH37 from Jorhat
to Moran has turned into a veritable
death trap after the first showers of
the rainy season leaving the stretch
with dangerous potholes all over
and broken sides. 
The National Highway & Infra-

structure Development Corporation
(NHIDCL), engaged in improving
and widening the 4-lane work of the
NH37 appears to be totally indiffer-
ent to the plight of the commuters.
The traveling time between

Jorhat and Dibrugarh has now dou-
bled causing serious problems for
the commuters and the hundreds of
goods-laden trucks.
Road accidents have become a

daily occurrence. On Friday four
passengers were seriously injured in
an accident that took place at
Sukanpukhuri on NH37.
The NHIDCL awarded contracts

to various companies for converting

the existing 2-lane NH37 into 4-lane
with widening and improving with
paved shoulder works, culverts, and
construction bridges. 
The work began in 2015 but the

Highway authority terminated the
contract after a year or so following
unsatisfactory progress.
After that, the portion between

Jorhat to Janjhi (37.8 km) was
awarded to one VPSIL company for

` 738.15 cr and between Janjhi to
Demow (37 km) to Gannon
Dunkerly Company Pvt Ltd
(GDCL) for ` 1369.02 cr.
The projects were to be com-

pleted by 30-05 -2022 but not even
50 p.c. of the project works have
been completed by now. The only
completed work as of today is the
3.5 km Moran Town NH37 expan-
sion and drain construction project
for ` 14.52 cr.
Recently when the company offi-

cers came to assess the progress of
work on the portion, activists from
several political and student organ-
isations created a ruckus at Darika-
par protesting the tardy progress of
work in which police had to use
force to disperse the crowd.
Jorhat MP Topon Kumar Gogoi,

Amguri MLA Pradip Hazarika, and
Thowra MLA Sushanata Borgohain
severely criticised the NHIDCL of-
ficials in presence of Sivasagar
deputy (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

PM attends Bihu function 
at Sonowal’s residence

NEW DELHI, April 23 (PTI):
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday attended a Rongali Bihu
event organised by Union minister
Sarbananda Sonowal at his resi-
dence here.
Modi watched a Bihu dance and

folk dance fusion performed by
artistes from Assam and other pro-
grammes for over an hour. He also
interacted with the artists and other
guests.
The Rongali Bihu, which coin-

cides with the Assamese new year,
is celebrated from April 14 for a
week.
The attendance of Modi in the

Bihu function organised by
Sonowal at his residence bears sig-
nificance.
Sonowal appreciated the Prime

Minister for attending the function
and said it reflected his love for the
Assamese people and their culture.
"I am grateful to the Prime Min-

ister for his (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

KYO demands punishments
for alleged rapists

HT Bureau
DIPHU, April 23:Karbi Youth Or-
ganisation (KYO) in a press release
demanded the punishment of three
alleged rapists Naimuddin Ali,
Muklul Islam and Asfagul Amin
with rigorous imprisonment. KYO
said that a Karbi woman was gang
raped in a rented house at Neelka-
mal Path, Hatigaon on April 21.
KYO said the CEO of the com-

pany, Rafid Ali, whom the woman
worked for should also be arrested
along with the three rapists as he al-
legedly told the victim that she was
employed in the company solely for
the purpose of sex. KYO pleaded
with Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council to look into the matter.

KARIMGANJ, April 23 (PTI): Two
Ukrainian nationals, who were arrested in
Assam for travelling without valid docu-
ments, are members of an international
gang that was convicted by a Bangladeshi
court for ATM frauds, police said on Satur-
day.
Trischoiyanoski Voldimir and Narjari

Vojniuk were apprehended on board the
Tripura Sundari Express at Badarpur rail-
way station on Thursday night for not being
able to produce any valid document, they
said.
They were sent to seven days of police

custody by a court in Karimganj on Friday,
police said.
"The two initially pretended not to know

English, and claimed their passports were
lost. During interrogation after we got their
custody, we found that they can speak Eng-

lish," a police officer said.
"They also revealed that they were part

of a six-member gang of international crim-
inals who were convicted in Bangladesh for
ATM frauds, and had served two-and-a-
half-year jail term in that country," he said.
The information provided by the duo was

verified with Bangladeshi officials, the of-
ficer said.
The duo sneaked into India through

Tripura and were on the way to Delhi, he
said.
"We have contacted the Ukraine embassy

in Delhi, but they have no information on
the passports of these two persons," he
said.
A team from Delhi will be coming here

for further questioning of the two foreign-
ers to find the details about the other mem-
bers of their gang, the officer said.

2 Ukrainians arrested in Assam
part of international gang: Police
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Health minister Keshab Mahanta
visits Kokrajhar Cancer Centre
NFR to operate two more 
special trains to clear rush

Rana Kapoor, Wadhawans laundered
money worth ` 5,050 crore, says ED
Govt issues advisory to TV channels on
coverage of Ukraine conflict, Delhi riots 

BSF rescues 57 cattle
on int’l border

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 23: BSF
Meghalaya on Saturday, rescued 57
cattle near to border village Sonapur
under PS-Lumshnong of district
East Jaintia Hills, which were
meant to be smuggled to
Bangladesh through international
border. The cattle, laden in four
trucks, were being brought from
Khliehriat towards Umkiang. The
alert BSF (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

‘No development of Gorkha community in 71 years’

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, April 23: Forest
officials have seized more than
40 logs of illegally felled trees
under Kheroni Southern Range
inside Amreng Reserve Forest
by the bank of Kopili River.
There are 32 high value teak
logs among the illegal logs. It
may be mentioned that timber
smugglers (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Illegal logs seized
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By: Fr Paul Lelen Haokip

Humans find varieties of meaning in their
lifetime. The ‘purpose of life’ is one of the
riding powers making us face the uncer-

tainties of life. The arrival of spring season, Easter
season, and lunar New Year celebrations world-
wide are but invitations for us to find newer mean-
ings for life. There is not one big cosmic meaning
for all; there is only the meaning we each give to
our life, an individual meaning, an individual plot,
like an individual novel, a book for each person”
(Anaïs Nin).
Logotherapy, developed by Viktor Frankl (a

neurologist and psychiatrist) is based on the prin-
ciple that the primary motivational force for any
individual is to find meaning in life. More than
power or pleasure, logotherapy drives humans to
find purpose in life. Therefore, logotherapy is
“healing through meaning”, a meaning-centered
approach to life. Each person is a unique and irre-
placeable human being whose existence is char-
acterized by freedom of choice, personal
responsibility, and a human spirit. The core prin-
ciples of logotherapy are:  (1) Freedom of Will –
We can choose how we respond to life and are per-
sonally responsible for our choices. (2) Will to
Meaning – We are motivated to find meaning, and
when this search is upset, we experience existen-
tial frustration and feelings of meaninglessness.
(3) Meaning of Life – We are called moment-to-
moment to answer the demands that life places on
us. The focus is not on what we feel we deserve
from life but on our responsibility to give to life.
We have the ability and the ultimate necessity to

self-transcend to improve humanity.
The Japanese concept “ikigai” which translates

roughly as “the happiness of always being busy,”
is like logotherapy, but it goes a step beyond. It
also seems to be one way of explaining the ex-
traordinary longevity of the Japanese, especially
on the island of Okinawa, where there are 24.55
people over the age of 100 for every 100,000 in-
habitants - far more than the global average.
Ask these questions yourself, “Am I adding

meaning to my life? Is life adding meaning to
me?” Life is a constant search for meaning. Some
find it early, while others don’t. Life is a gift from
God, and what you do with your life will be a gift
to God in return. No one of us deserves life, but
God has given us as a gift. We should be grateful
for this most beautiful gift on earth. Life is a stage
between non-existence and death. Death can be-
come the beginning of our non-existence. Life is
a brief period. We need to give meaning to this
short life. We don’t know when the death knell
will call us. It is an unpredictable journey. There-
fore, we have to make meaning with this short
time.
We constantly daydream. We continuously cre-

ate a world that doesn’t exist. When some external
force offers to mean, we become mere slaves to
that definition of life. However, life becomes
meaningful when we create, re-create, invent, re-
invent, find, re-find, define, and re-define our lives
through the up and down experiences.
The meaning of life is to give sense to whatever

happens to self. This is accepting what comes and
dealing with it. If you see life as a problem, then
you have only problems. If you see life as a pro-

gram, you have plenty of time to attend all the pro-
grams and enjoy the fun. It depends much on how
you look at life. On all these ordinary occasions,
you need to reaffirm and reassert yourself.
Shad Helmstetter challenges us, “Do you want

to live with a bad program? Do you want to go
through the rest of your life literally at the mercy
of a program you don’t want? You don’t have to.
You can override almost any conditioning you
have ever received in any part of your life. It

makes absolutely no difference how, where, what,
why, or how you have been in the past. It makes
no difference what you believe about yourself or
what others have believed about you. It makes no
difference what circumstances life may have
tossed in your lap. You can put yourself in control.
Now it’s your turn. You can re-program. You can
erase the old negative, counter-productive, work-
against-you programming and replace it with a
healthy, new positive, productive kind of program-

ming. And it’s easy. Erase and replace. All you
have to do is learn how to talk to yourself.” Now,
learn to talk sensible things to yourself. Do not
speak negative things to yourself. Consciously try
to say positive things to yourself. Feel positive
vibes, remember encouraging experiences, and
think about the people supporting you.

Exercise: You can stop reading now and con-
sciously tell yourself what you should be in the
next minute, next hour, next day, next month, a
year from now. If you want to grow in life, you
need to have a frank and straightforward talk to
yourself and open your life’s good and not-so-
good chapters. Remember, the programming you
have received from enemies, rivals, or unsound
sources affect you subconsciously. You need to re-
move them one by one, intentionally and steadily.
This is a process. Don’t expect to overcome within
a day or two. It would be best if you had time. You
need to fruitfully use your time and employ your
vision to eliminate harmful programming. The
most significant wall you ever have to climb is the
negative programming you have received. You
add more meaning to your life when you un-learn
negative programming you have so far received
and retained. At this springtime, New Year time,
Easter season, let us reflect: What is the meaning
I give to my life; Let me not live in the wrong pro-
gram; I decide to re-program my life; I shall get
help if necessary; I shall learn to talk about posi-
tive things to myself; I need time to re-program
myself. (The author is a Ph.D. research scholar
at the Department of Sociology and Social Work,
Christ University, Bangalore. He can be reached
at paulhowkeep20@gmail.com)
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By: Swagata Padmapati

If cliff-hangers in the daily soaps are
meant to keep the viewers on the edge
of their seats, the patriarchal obstinacy

in the traditional family pantheon can
keep you in a Hitchcockian conscious-
ness packed with mental hysteria that
cough out lozenges of grenades sufficient
to set ablaze a healthy family dynamic.
Few of these earthlings, being referred to
here, belong to an era where women’s
equality was hardly any talking point of
the town and the others are the educated
zealots of current times who refuse to
sign in for the evolutionary trail in the
theory of evolution. These avarice human
protagonists are none other than the feu-
dal stooges manufactured under a flag-
ship program of patriarchal anarchy with
a constipated societal fixation and a very
regressive mindset. They carry the baton
of roasting concocted stories of people
and places out of thin air that can go on
to become a perfect doomsday cover
story!
Being an avid reader, a passionate

writer, a pedantic observer, and above all
a willful person, I take my inspiration for
my writing scoop from the quarks that
constantly bomb my cranium under the
umbrella of the big Indian patriarchal di-
aspora that I live in. And as my pen hops
further to jest a few of these antiquated
ideas, a platoon of men and a bevy of
beauties serving under the patriarchal
bubble will fall out of line signalling the
rampant blemishes of an agrarian hang-
over that has jolted the system of “Social
Equality” to get into any better track in
current times. So, hold your breath as I
beat the trumpet ahead with some racy
punches which leave some food for
thought for the readers.

Wherever you go, the network follows
What travels at a lightning speed in the

current times apart from the 5G network
of the mobile companies? Of course, it’s
a trail of gossip appetizers doing their
rounds in the haloed circle of aunties and
bimbos encircling you! These species are
ritual-bound fairies who love to keep
abreast of the latest canards going around
them and if it happens to be of somebody
within their social ambit then they are al-
most there to fry the gossip in their pan
with secret sauces palatable to different
audiences. These stewards of virtue know
every move of yours - what you do,
where you go, how you go, with whom
you go. Their prying eyes are always
looking out for you and they can even get
you out from the darkest nook of the
home.

Of genes and geniuses – The paternal
high-performance molecule!
Blaming the mother or the maternal

side of the family for the blemishes of the
kids is as natural as the mother’s milk.
The blame shifter is a character flaw that
is celebrated mostly by the patriarchal
monarchs of modern times. This is noth-
ing but a blithe evader of the responsibil-
ity when the kids don’t perform as per the
set standards of the family in both aca-
demic and social life. However, contrarily
if these brats get a rip-roaring success in

fields of their choice and hobbies then
you see the paternal affiliations rushing
in to take the credit. Of course, it’s the pa-
ternal high-performance molecules that
speak!

Time-Out with her parents!
Whether it’s a rural backdrop or an

urban setting most women who marry in
India end up being married to regressive
families, where staying with the bride’s
parents after marriage invites a barrage of
questions for both the groom and his fam-
ily in the social circle surrounding them.
This deep humiliation almost hit the
Achilles heel and then heaps of loaded
jargons are fired at the bride. These patri-
archal aficionados then paint a diabolic
picture of the women tantamount to steal-
ing the guy from his parents. An abom-
inable lull then looms over the groom’s
family and a perfect “Storm in a teacup”
moment is cooked in the gossip circles
until the flames of hate and malice are
doused in due course of time. However,
the atmosphere in the family from there
on stays belligerent, cold, and dry, and
each petty feud is snowballed into fights
of ballistic proportions.

The tug of war
You cannot conquer the world without

war and you cannot win a power struggle
if you don’t malign, maraud, incite, insin-
uate and instigate your rival! The more
weight you throw around, the higher deci-
bel fights you win, the more concocted
stories you sell, you elevate your chances
of being a family influencer which later
on transmutes your role to be the “deci-
sion-maker” in the family in no time. This
massages your ego and thus it becomes
your winning streak every time to keep
weaving asinine stories from figments of
self-imagination and hatch serpentine
plots against people which empowers you
then to contest for the game of power
hustle in the family. Most of these merry-
go-around experiences in the Indian soci-
eties are attributed to the female members
of the clan and most root causes for such
maladies stem from being envious and
unsecured of the member of the same
species.

Taming of the shrew
In the realm of patriarchy, the word

“Mother-In-Law” is the metronome of In-
dian values who is responsible for issuing
orders, giving advice, and setting the
rhythm of acceptable changes in the fam-
ily. But what happens if the new daugh-
ter-in-law comes with a robust belief
system, immaculate confidence, and a
balanced head to make way for some new
changes under the older family polity?
The answer is that the new idea meets a
lot of restraining forces as it questions the
dictum of the old decorum of the house.
The tones change from being straight and
direct to being indirect and sarcastic. In-
visible borders are drawn in the home and
each remains within the fences of their
room. Lobbies are made and the whole
female clan comes to take on the non-
conformist bride. A slew of circumstances
is created then to break her confidence
levels by devaluing her principles and be-
lief systems thus wreaking havoc in her
life like a malevolent tornado!

Feud and Flux
of all times

Meaning of life in the Spring season
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By: Priyanka Saurabh

The 73rd Constitution
Amendment Act 1992 is an
important milestone in the

development of democratic institu-
tions at the grassroots level in the
country. It transformed representa-
tive democracy into participatory
democracy. Building democracy at
the grassroots level in the country
is a revolutionary concept. How-
ever, even after decades of this his-
toric amendment, Panchayati Raj
Institutions are lagging in the de-
velopment process.
Gandhiji’s dream of Gram

Swaraj was realized through the
Panchayati Raj system. These are
local self-governing bodies that en-
sure the opportunity for people par-
ticipation and participation in the
formulation and implementation of
rural development programs. The
main objective of the Panchayat
system in India is to strengthen the
base of democracy at the grassroots

level. It was presented as a gen-
uinely democratic political system
that brought the masses under ac-
tive political control from below
the vast majority of the weaker,
poorer sections of rural India. Pan-
chayats play a catalytic role in in-
tegrating the development of tribal
people in rural areas.
The planning documents of both

the Central and State Governments
and various committees have em-
phasized the importance of these
bodies in the state system. Special
emphasis has also been laid on the
role of Panchayats in rural devel-
opment in the five-year plans.
Rural development includes meas-
ures to strengthen the democratic
structure of society through Pan-
chayati Raj Institutions. Panchayati
Raj Institutions have been used to
improve the distribution system re-
lated to rural infrastructure, the in-
come of rural households, and
education, health, and security sys-
tems. These institutions have to be

motivated to be effective means of
social and economic change at the
local level. Reservations for
women (33%) have increased their
presence in public life.
Given the failure of democratic

decentralization, especially in pan-
chayats, its over-re-
liance on government
financing has weak-
ened it; the Panchayat
has its resource base
for raising funds and
financial resources
are tied to certain
schemes and initia-
tives. When panchay-
ats do not mobilize
resources and instead
rely on external fund-
ing, people are less
likely to implement
social audits and the
effectiveness of
schemes. In the case
of urban local bodies,
for example, most
municipalities have
not raised property taxes for many
years and have not benefited from
the improvement of the city’s infra-
structure.
Parallel bodies have occupied

the legitimate position of local bod-
ies. For example, the smart city
scheme is being implemented in
major cities through special pur-
pose vehicles, squeezing the lim-
ited space of urban local
government in municipalities. The

States have not developed func-
tions, funds, and functionaries to
enable local bodies to discharge
their constitutionally prescribed
functions. In many gram panchay-
ats, sarpanches have to spend extra
time approaching block officers for

funds and techni-
cal approval. This
interaction with
the Block Staff
Office distorts the
role of Sarpanches
as elected repre-
sentatives.
It has been

found that about
25% of Gram Pan-
chayats do not
have basic office
buildings. Capac-
ity building of
elected represen-
tatives is another
hurdle in grass-
roots democracy.
In the case of
urban local bod-

ies, the position of mayor is only
formal. Given all these, measures
are needed to strengthen the Pan-
chayats; the Central Government
has started the National Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan. This campaign is
being run under the name of
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Gaon, Sabka
Vikas”. Its purpose is to prepare
Gram Panchayat Vikas Yojanas
(GPDPs) in the country and place
them on a website where one can

see the status of various major
schemes of the government.
Gram Panchayats have been

made obligated to prepare GPDP
for economic development and so-
cial justice using the resources
available to them. The Government
of India has prepared e-Panchayat
Mission Mode Project to make the
functioning of all Panchayats more
efficient and transparent. Transpar-
ent, third-party social audits can
enable people to hold delegates ac-
countable. In the case of Gram
Sabhas, their functions and roles
should be clearly defined in PESA
Act, so that they can function effec-
tively.
Time demands that overall

change in people’s lives be brought
about by raising the socioeconomic
and health status of the people
through effective engagement
through community, government,
and other development agencies.
The demands of the people for sus-
tainable decentralization and advo-
cacy should be focused on the
agenda of decentralization. The
framework needs to be developed
to accommodate the demands of
decentralization. We see state gov-
ernments manipulating the election
and tenure of panchayats for their
political gain; that shouldn’t hap-
pen. Timely elections of Panchay-
ats can enhance its dignity. (The
author is a Research Scholar in
Political Science, Poet, independ-
ent journalist, and a columnist.)

National Panchayati Raj Day Special

Sanskrit and its fading prestige
By: M R Lalu

The Union Government’s push for
‘more focus’ on Hindi in the coun-
try has created much uproar as

various opposition parties came out with
their disagreements. The linguistic diver-
sity that India is known for was feared to
be in danger with the government’s
move. The push for Hindi to be used as
a link language was termed ‘Hindi impe-
rialism’ by the opposition. This move,
according to them, would create an emo-
tional divide between the Hindi region
and the non-Hindi-speaking areas. Lin-
guistic Diversity has the beauty and
power to essentially strengthen the area
of communication and education that
people from different backgrounds can
conveniently choose from. Languages go
back to the origin of civilizations. Exist-
ing in various forms, communication
came to the collective consciousness of
people and languages became the attire
of thoughts and flourished across the
globe. Traditions and practices are pre-
served in every society in their original-
ity mostly encrypted in the language or
dialect that they used for communication.
The existence of ethnic societies was
mainly based on the existence of their
languages and with the death of the lan-
guage, any society for that matter, falls
into a state of oblivion, totally forgetful
of their past. Many languages and di-
alects became extinct mainly due to their
unjustifiably perceived notion of incom-
patibility in the eye of modern discourse.
Colonial onslaughts on cultures were
brutal by dominating the spirit of the cul-
tural vitality of societies and dismantling
their ethnic essence, invalidating and de-
monizing their power to fight and sur-
vive in a multilingual setup. India’s
situation was not different. Though the
country is witnessing a serious debate on
Hindi being moved into a national frame-
work of importance; the merit of the old-
est language Sanskrit is almost a lost and
forgotten affair. On a multidimensional
analysis, Sanskrit is one of the languages
that lost its credit and stature beyond

imagination in its birthplace. Diversity
being the essence of every society, mul-
tilingual and multicultural acceptance
among societies strengthened them per-
ceivably articulative on every difference
that came in their way of congenial co-
existence. Languages played their role to
stitch differences into acceptance while
finding common causes for shared inter-
ests to flourish.
Sanskrit is known to be the mother of

all languages. Despite its being the most
communicated language in ancient
times, in India, it lost its glow as a lan-
guage in a post-independent establish-
ment. When languages united people
across the globe, Sanskrit for various rea-
sons could not flourish in India. With a
large number of people choosing English
as their spoken tongue, Indians have as
much claim on it as any native speaker
in America or England. The reach of
Sanskrit as a medium of communication
got limited among a handful of elite peo-
ple in India, probably giving it the recog-
nition of the language of the spiritual
elite, the pundits. Away from the reach of
the common man, Sanskrit is dying in
India. There should not be boundaries in
embracing languages as they are meant
to break boundaries naturally and bring
people closer. Interestingly, many books
which are known to be not available in
their original Sanskrit manuscripts are
now available in Persian and many other
European languages. Many vernaculars
grew from the linguistic expression of
Sanskrit and flourished gaining popular-
ity, while Sanskrit depleted to the level
of insignificance. Spirituality in India
was defined and propagated in it but sub-
sequently got sidelined as the essence of
Bhakti or devotion got disseminated to the
populace in local languages too. With its
treasure of knowledge remaining heavy
and probably inaccessible to the common
man, spiritual texts from Sanskrit got trans-
lated into vernaculars helping the common
man to delve deeper into them without
being dependent on Sanskrit.
Research reveals the geographical in-

fluence of Sanskrit in various global lan-

guages. Most Asian languages are seen
to be impacted by the influence of San-
skrit. Interestingly, countries like Ger-
many have understood the intellectual
and linguistic depth that Sanskrit holds
and began to popularize the language in
their universities. Iranians, Arabs and
even the British found merit and power
in Sanskrit and translated great classics
into their languages. Governments in
India kept away from initiatives to
strengthen the mother of all languages
for the fear that such a decision might
topple India’s secular social engineering
and invite the wrath of some sections.
Schools adopting a three-language for-
mula in their curriculum can teach Hindi,
English, and an Indian language to the
students. Many universities in the US
teach Sanskrit as an Indo-European lan-
guage. Interestingly, no language has a
vocabulary as abundant as that of San-
skrit. To present an example, the English
word ‘sun’ has 12 equivalents in San-
skrit. But English does not possess this
vocabulary power and to fix this lacuna,
it borrows new words from other lan-
guages including Sanskrit.   An estimate
says that of an approximate 6800 lan-
guages, about 200 languages in the world
enjoy speakers more than a million each.
The remaining languages have a meager
number of speakers. With a huge number
of people speaking it, Tamil enjoys a
large acceptance in India and some other
Asian countries.
With the National Education Policy

coming into force, as part of its trilingual
policy, states are authorized to take San-
skrit as a language through primary and
secondary education. The policy is ex-
pected to bring a revamp in the education
sector. India, a cultural diversity, despite
its being a geographical unity, remained
a single spiritual entity for ages as the
language Sanskrit could bind the land-
scape through the spiritual aphorisms in
texts that even today are monumental ev-
idence of references that the world is ap-
preciative about. The laxity with which
the post-independent India treated San-
skrit was ruthless. To pursue Macaulay-

ism, the idea of the English education
system, we committed the biggest sin by
burying the significance of the language
of all languages. It was also due to the
hypocritical secular track the country
constitutionally decided to travel on,
finding reasons to give Sanskrit a back
seat. The fear of a probable backlash
from the minority vote bank, if Sanskrit
was favoured, was the main reason for
the denial. 
Societies with genetic, social, and lin-

guistic diversities survive and flourish to
their fullest potential, making intercul-
tural assimilation of humanity, proclaim-
ing the essential Indian Vedic idea of
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”, which means
the world is one family. Indeed, Sanskrit is
the only language in which we can find
such thoughts of unparalleled ancient wis-
dom on universal brotherhood. Hypocrisy
is what is the gesture of the Indian con-
science these days. We carefully, in a sur-
reptitious manner, killed a language that
our ancestors cherished, nourished, and
flourished with for generations. All credit
as to why it is going to be extinct in this
large subcontinent will come to us. Bound-
less knowledge is confined in books, un-
able to be perceived in its real sense as
translations fail to give the real joy of read-
ing the original texts. Cities like Haridwar
and Rishikesh are known to be the seats of
Sanskrit learning and research. Aspirants
from across the globe flock to these cities
to learn about Sanskrit. Mattur village of
Shimoga in Karnataka is famous for its
Sanskrit-speaking families. About 5000
residents of this village communicate in
Sanskrit. More conscious efforts from
various corners should be taken in the di-
rection of reviving Sanskrit. The govern-
ment has reasons to justify its move to
lift Hindi to an elevated platform. But
does it have reasons to not support a lan-
guage that housed great cultural treasures
for long? India should continue to sur-
vive as a multilingual entity with San-
skrit also finding a place to progress.
(The author is a freelance journalist/so-
cial worker. He can be reached at mr-
lalu30@gmail.com)

SUNDAY SPECIAL

Timely elections of Panchayats can enhance its dignity

“Sabka Saath, sabka
gaon, sabka Vikas”

will happen only
when the panchayats

do their job
smoothly. We see

that the state govern-
ments are complicat-
ing the election and
tenure of panchayats

for their political 
advantage; this

should not happen.
Panchayati Raj is
not better than bad 

Panchayati Raj
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By: Amarjyoti Borah

While the Covid pandemic and the subse-
quent lockdown since March 2020 dam-
aged many business units, a struggling

shop owner managed to not just turn around her
fortune but also expand and create a village-level
business network to help a few others grow. Lo-
cated in the severely flood-affected Na-Bordua
village in the Garmari Gaon Panchayat in the
Morigaon district, this small grocery shop started
in 2014. After the lockdown was announced, the
shop was nearly on the verge of closing down in
2020.
“We are poor and we don’t have any agricul-

tural land or any income source. We started a
small shop in 2014 and gradually built it, and it
became our family’s livelihood source. However,
the Covid changed everything,” stated Charu
Moni Hazarika.
The 45-year-old Charu, who runs this grocery

shop, said that a few weeks after the lockdown
was announced, their business went broke.
“During the lockdown, many in the village re-

ceived supplies in the form of relief from the gov-
ernment, and people ended up purchasing in a
very limited and measured amount from the shops.
Moreover, the pandemic times saw a rise in pur-
chases with credit. Those were tough times,” in-
formed Charu.
She continues, “We were tensed and frustrated,

and apart from our shop we were also thinking
about our family’s survival. This is when we re-
ceived support from Oxfam India.”
Oxfam India helped the family financially by

supporting them with an amount of INR Thirty
Thousand which enabled them to restock their
shop with supplies; apart from that it also gave her
and her family counseling on expanding their
business. Since then, there has been no looking
back for Charu; with profits earned in 2020, they
invested in agriculture, subsequently expanding
their source of income. More than the financial

support, they hugely benefitted from the guidance
on income generation and finance.
“We never used to look at the small shop as a

business to earn a profit, but only saw it as a
means to survive. Apart from support, the people
at Oxfam also gave us guidance on banking and
ideas to expand our business,” said Charu.
She informed that Oxfam India officials gave

them the suggestion to start another business at the
earliest and also suggested ensuring that it is food-
related. She adds that they also encouraged them
to expand their business and reach the people in

the village and the nearby villages.
“We provided the financial assistance in 2020

when the first phase of lockdown was announced,
and we immediately advised them to be prepared
for the worst,” said Mukuta Bordoloi, a local com-
munity leader trained and groomed by Oxfam
India. Some bit of persuasion also worked. “We
also requested all those whom we know to pur-
chase rations and supplies from them, and this
helped them a lot. There are also people living a
bit far from the shop in other villages who used to
purchase from other bigger shops. We requested
them to purchase from here too,” added Mukuta.
The shop didn’t face any crisis and gained and

was able to make a profit even in the subsequent
lockdowns in the years 2020 and 2021. “We in-
vested INR15000 out of the profits earned last

year in taking agricultural land on lease. My son,
who didn’t have any source of income then,
started cultivating the field,” said Charu. Now
Charu has started selling the vegetables as well
from her shop.
Most of the households in the village practice

farming and grow some other vegetables. But
there is no vegetable ‘shop’ as such in the village.
So, Charu reached out to other farmers in the vil-
lage to convince them to use her shop to sell their
produce.
“This has helped all of us in two ways; one - the

farmers nearby are getting a place to sell their pro-
duce, and two - more people are getting associated
with the shop. We sell our groceries and vegeta-
bles, and also the vegetables which we receive
from the farmers,” said Charu.
Her 25-year-old son, Punakon Hazarika, who

had planned to migrate to a bigger town in search
of a job has changed his plans. Now from his veg-
etable cultivation and his mother’s shop, he has
been comfortably able to earn INR5000-6000
every month. “My friends who migrated are earn-
ing in the range INR10000-12000, but a major
portion of their earning is spent on living ex-
penses,” said Punakon.
He has bigger plans in sight and now plans to

start a second grocery shop. Explaining his plans
he said, “During Covid lockdown, we saw how

other businesses suffered, but food business sur-
vived. So, we have decided that our next business
will be food-related, and we are thinking of ex-
panding in the form of a second grocery shop."
Satisfied with their returns from farming,

Punakon and Charu also plan to take more land on
lease for cultivation, once they have managed to
save enough money. “We have taken 3 bighas of
land on lease where we cultivate vegetables but
we plan to take another 5-8 bigha on lease. Apart
from vegetables we also plan to cultivate mustard
this time,” Charu added.
Mukuta further informs that seeing their suc-

cess, many others in the district have approached
them for similar support and guidance, and this in-
cludes many youths who have no earning oppor-
tunity in the district and end up migrating to other

states to take up work as migrant labourers.
On being asked why only one shop was given

support, Oxfam India’s project officer Iftikar Hus-
sain said that the organization gave support by
looking at several factors, including whether those
getting support will be able to build on the support
received.
“We tried to look at various factors before de-

ciding who will get support, and we also ensured
that those who received support are spread across
and not confined to one location. We also did a
rough assessment to understand how serious they
are and whether they will be able to build a future
for themselves,” said Iftikar.
The mother-son duo of Charu and Punakon are

certainly building a robust future not just for them-
selves but also for their community.

By: Dr. Ratan Bhattacharjee

Reality is merely one-
tenth visible section of the
iceberg that one sees
above the surface of the

ocean - art remaining nine-tenths
of it that lies below the surface.
That is why it is near Truth than
Reality itself. Art does not merely
reflect Reality - it enlarges it,”
said Anita Desai. Her novels re-
flect this truth about women and
Dr. Rashmi Rekha Saikia bril-
liantly explores this truth that
comes out of Anita Desai’s novels
through her arduous research for
a prolonged part of her academic
career.
In Assam Anita Desai is quite

popular in the academic circle and
Dr. Rashmi focused on a very po-
tential area in the novels of Desai.
The upsurge of several women
novelists in the Post-Modern era
was quite significant as their writ-
ings heralded a new age in the
field of literature by the inclusion
of new themes focusing on the
women’s world and the feminine
issues. Anita Desai was enshrined
as the most successful novelist in
the literary arena of the contem-
porary period. Desai is drawn to
postcolonial themes including the
role of women in the transitional
society. Her novels are confined
within the parameter of domestic
and familial issues concentrating
on man-woman relationships and
women’s sufferings as victims of
male hegemony under patriarchal

domination. The book has five
well-written chapters. The intro-
ductory chapter offers a sketchy
account of the novelist’s life and
her works. Dr. Rashmi did not for-
get to include a short discussion
on her concept of feminism and
her approach to the novels from
the feminist point of view. In the
following chapter, she discusses
the conjugal relationship as Desai
dealt with it in the five selected
novels.
In the third chapter, other inter-

relationships are focused – on fra-
ternal, filial, and human relations
in general. Hazards and complex-
ities of marital relationships were
the main concern in Desai’s nov-
els where she depicts the struggles
and plight of women in family
and society as well. A woman is a
human being and the importance
of being a woman seems to be in
the family and society. In the
penultimate chapter, Dr. Rashmi
beautifully deals with that and the
readers will surely appreciate it. It
is a quest for self. The disruption
of nuptial relations turns marriage
into a farce and it is no longer
made in heaven. The bleak truth
that emerges is that in the novels
of Desai, self-sufficiency and self-
fulfillment in the life of a woman
are a far cry. The neurotic urges
and hysteric behaviour in the
character of Maya in Cry, the Pea-
cock leading to her suicide are
common frustration in the other
novels too.
Some other dimensions are

reached when in a novel like Fire
on the Mountains polygamy is
discussed which Prof Ahuja de-
scribed as a plurality of wives.
Mr. Kaul secretly establishes ex-
tramarital relations with a teacher
Miss David without the notice of
his wife. No recognition is given
to Mr. Kaul’s extra-marital affairs
but it is clear that Mr. Kaul vio-
lated the Hindu norms. Desai here
explores more the psychological
trauma of a humiliated wife who
sees her husband attached to an-
other woman. Helen Cixous
rightly commented, “Women im-
mersed in her naiveté, kept in the
dark about herself, led into self-
disdain by the great arm of
parental-conjugal phallocen-
trism.” Here Dr. Rashmi dis-
cussed the ‘Cultural conditioning’
that reduces women to silent and
subordinate objects. In the patri-
archal society, women seem to oc-
cupy a very significant place
because of their legal citizenship.
But in reality, the age-old patriar-
chal subjugation compels a
woman to be entirely subservient
to the male authoritative society in
both the social and economic
spheres. AV Krishna Rao sounded
positive when he says, “In the de-
velopment of Indo-Anglian novel
the feminine sensibility has
achieved imaginative self-suffi-
ciency which merits recognition
despite the relatively late manifes-
tation.” Dr. Rashmi focuses again
and again on how women in
Desai’s novels challenge domes-

ticity.
Critics like Leela Gandhi,

Meenakshi Mukherjee, and others
have brilliantly provided new per-
spectives and insightful sugges-
tions in their discussion of the
Indian novelists dealing with the
subjugation of women in the pa-
triarchal society. Dr. Rashmi’s
book will be certainly an impor-
tant addition to the list. What she
focused on is the inner psyche of
the females and how that deep
delving into the intricate depths
involved the Indian psyche as a
whole. Isolation is an important
feature in psychic complexities
and women mostly fail to come
out of this isolation imposed on
them by family or society. Hindu
marriage code gives equal rights
to women and men but in reality,
it is the male supremacy that ulti-
mately counts. In the concluding
chapter, Dr. Rashmi correctly fo-
cused on the novels of Desai to
project the ambivalent aspect of
deconstruction as well as recon-
struction of gender roles and
male-female polarity which forms

a natural part of a social, psycho-
logical, and biological frame-
work. She concludes rightly, “The
masterpieces of Desai establish
that the paradigm of relationship
has been analyzed with newer
perspective rejecting the tradi-
tional morality making center spe-
cific on the re-defined human
relationship of today’s culture.”
Dr. Rashmi Saikia who did her

Ph.D. in Indian literature from
Assam University is now working
at Gargaon College, Sivasagar as
Associate Professor in the English
Dept. She has four edited volumes
to her credit including the recent
one Female Voices in Literature.
Her research works concentrate
mostly on gender issues in Indian
Literature. This book on Anita
Desai will be a unique contribution
to understanding the writings of
Desai who is well-read in Indian
Universities and colleges and espe-
cially in Assam. (The author is a
Senior Academician and a trilin-
gual fiction writer, Columnist. He
can be reached at profratanbhat-
tacharjee@gmail.com)

Importance of being a Woman
in Anita Desai’s Novels

There is li’l Tamil
everywhere

SAVING BUSINESS DURING COVID AND BEYOND
SUNDAY SPECIAL

Oxfam India helped the family financially by supporting them
with an amount of INR Thirty Thousand which enabled them to
restock their shop with supplies; apart from that it also gave her
and her family counseling on expanding their business. Since
then, there has been no looking back for Charu; with profits
earned in 2020, they invested in agriculture, subsequently ex-

panding their source of income

By: Kamal Baruah

Ihad used up most of my younger days in travel when I nos-talgically recall those memorable moments of the snows of
yesteryears. My first trip to peninsular India was one of them

where I was to attend a seminar at Madurai Kamaraj University.
It was typically Tamil all the way. The Dravidian dialectal is pre-
dominantly spoken by the entire Tamilakam.
Indian Railway has a distinctive adventure. As soon as I

stepped into a compartment of Tamil Nadu Express in New
Delhi, I was assailed by nostalgia. The Idli-Vada journey had
begun. My berth was surrounded by deep-rooted skin-colour co-
passengers. Even before the train set in motion, a family around
me sighed with happy anticipation for a feast. Little I express to
share; it seemed to arrive into hostile forces. I was shockingly
horrified to choose iravu (dinner) from the Pantry. The tayir ariici
(curd rice) forced me signs of intoxication and I felt flat.
I realized in the morning that the train was catching a very

good speed. My fellow passengers chatted about the relative mer-
its of stations. It was kalai (breakfast) at Bhopal. I hopped off at
a 30-second-halt in search of a perfect breakfast. Hot idlis with
large chutney-sambar were impressed but not entirely surprised
as food is an important part of the train journey. The train moved
Itarsi, and Nagpur through the irregular chain of mountain ridges,
highlands, and plateau of Vindhya Range. Four parallel bridges
over the Krishna River at Vijaywada pleased my mind aestheti-
cally. The train moved intermittently to the Coromandel Coast.
It was curiya utayam (sunrise) at Chennai Central.
Being common genetic variants for skin in the southern city, I

was easily identified as an outsider. With a crinkled blood-red
shirt and a towel around his neck, a porter started pouring English
in Tamil. South India differs quite radically from I experienced
the joys of clambering and pretending to be a chimpanzee in that
crowded coach of Vaigai Express. I was no Tarzan but I stayed
afloat. The enchanting fragrance of flowers filled the coach. It
was jam-packed by am’mas (mother/lady) transporting flowers
in bulk. I crawled a bit further and encountered a dazzling array
of flowers – jasmine, firecrackers flower (kanagambaram),
marigold (samandi), and country roses. Women are very picky
choosing only the freshest of flowers for ornamental needs.
Soon after settling down, the hawkers arrived. I was chuckling

as the varieties of snacks from chakli to vada, nipattu, kodubale,
banana chips, mirchi bajji, malpuri, etc made it a great railway
bazaar. After a heroic act, I was feeling ravenously hungry and
looking for a choice. I got bewildered, stared at my effort, and
had to taste some.
After five hours of seamless travel, the train finally ran over

the Vaigai River and I got off at the last sleepy stoppage at Madu-
rai. I noticed two boys on the platform with one PP-sized photo-
graph welcoming me ‘Vanakkam, ni ciruvan’ (namaskar, you
boy). By the end, I realized Tamil words are similar to Sanskrit.
I responded to their grins with a smile ‘nan tiru Kamal’ (I’m
Kamal). Our auto passed through the ancient Meenakshi Temple,
towards the house of my friend Rangaraj’s sister.
My host was hospitable and the only difficulty was the lan-

guage since they communicate only Tamil. With my small vo-
cabulary, I felt like entering a hostile island. I did recollect
Lamuel Gulliver’s “A voyage to Lilliput” that washed ashore
after a shipwreck and finds himself a prisoner of a race of tiny
people.  The social influences of south Indian superstars mean a
lot. While the entire family members were watching a Rajnikant
movie, the little boy desperately wanted to talk with me. I could
reply with just ‘am’ (yes) and ‘illai’ (no). He was frustrated and
did frantic attempt “Koncam Tamilam illai (can’t even speak a
little Tamil)”.
Serving a usual dinner from dosa to idli, vada and sambar-chut-

ney relished the authentic Tamil thali, a magical confluence of
flavours. The heat didn’t subside at even night after the unbear-
able blazing sun. There’re noble ways to stay cool. However,
bed-on-terrace was effective indeed. The night was cool under
the blue sky with millions of stars that twinkly reminded.  It’s
the land of Tamilam. I discovered that understanding Tamil was
not so easy. All I need to learn is a little bit of Tamil when I head
on next time.  I took rest blissfully that night.

Book Review

“

Learning from children
By: Dr. Suman Bharali

Children are pure as they are untouched by the negativity and have limited excess to information.
They are very curious about everything they see or hear. They observe and learn from every-
thing around them. Whether it is a small stone, a piece of wood, or a sophisticated gadget.

They ask questions to know as their mind is like a blank paper ready to be painted. Unlike an adult
mind which is full of information and experiences. They engage completely in what they do and don’t
bother what others are doing or what is happening at a distant place. They might not have a car but
they imagine a matchbox as it and start to play with it and be joyful. Unlike adults who will be restless
unless they can buy one. Children can make their imaginary empire with a king and queen with waste
products that adults can’t imagine. They live in the present moment always and are focused on what
they do. They don’t keep worrying about anything or wait for everything to be right to start playing.
They make friends easily and trust in the goodness of others. They express their emotions clearly and
don’t hang on to them for long. They forgive, forget and move on. They might cry hard at a moment
and later on laugh hard. They may get angry at a person and like the same person a few moments
later. They remain busy in their activities the whole day and sleep tightly when they are tired without
any concern in their mind. They are not paranoid but peaceful and contended. When children play,
they do it to enjoy the game. Winning or losing doesn’t affect them much. They don’t lose hope or
enthusiasm. They wrap up the day with a determination to play again the next day and with the hope
to win. People should play to enjoy and get the benefits of playing and not only to become champions.
Engaging in a sport, music, art, gardening or any creative activity takes a person out of the monotonous
thought process for a while. This is very much helpful to get rid of depression or anxiety. Also playing
a sport makes one physically fit, mentally sound, disciplined, and patient and teaches teamwork, de-
termination, cooperation, leadership, sportsmanship, to handle defeat without losing heart, faith, and
other social skills. Children don’t play in greed for some benefit or to achieve success. They just enjoy
the process and are not too competitive or comparative. Rather, they show compassion to fellow beings
and share whatever they have without judgment. In their eyes all are the same and equal, there is no
division or bias.
So, from children we should learn to live in the present moment, focus on our task at hand,

not compare and compete with others always, remain contented with what we have, forgive, for-
get and move on quickly, be true, believe in goodness, have faith, enthusiasm and curiosity to
learn, spread love and kindness, start sharing and helping others without being judgmental or
paranoid. We should not take life too seriously, just do our duty sincerely and have faith. We
should not always think about benefits or loss; success or failure. We should be playful and enjoy
the game; winning or losing should not affect us too much. Life is unpredictable and full of sur-
prises; we should just keep moving forward witnessing and experiencing different events. This
will make us healthy, happy, and peaceful. (The author is an MD in Ayurvedic Medicine)

Digital Content Creator as a career choice
By: Ranjan K Baruah

We rely on the internet for information and
updates. From news to updates and even
shopping or getting medicines we are di-

rectly connected with the digital world. There are
different content digitally which are useful for us.
In simple terms, digital content is any content that
exists in the form of digital data. Also known as dig-
ital media, digital content is stored on digital or ana-
log storage in specific formats. Forms of digital
content include information that is digitally broad-
cast, streamed, or contained in computer files.
Viewed narrowly, digital content includes popular
media types, while a broader approach considers
any type of digital information as digital content.
During Covid and post Covid period, we have

seen rapid use of the internet. Internet users have
increased who use the internet for various purposes.
Digital content has increased as more households
have accessed the Internet. Expanded access has
made it easier for people to receive their news and
watch TV online, challenging the popularity of tra-
ditional platforms. Increased access to the Internet
has also led to the mass publication of digital con-
tent through individuals in the form of eBooks, blog
posts, and even social media like Facebook posts.
Examples of digital content include infographics,
slideshare, online games, memes, podcasts, comics
or cartoons, videos, GIFS (clips cut from videos,
television, and movies which users often embed
within the text to illustrate a point), interviews, link
pages, photo gallery, live chats, e-books, online case
studies, client testimonials which is common within
a business, newsletter, etc. Memes are hugely pop-
ular amongst millennial and Gen Z internet users.
They are often videos and images with humorous

text that typically go viral.
Information regarding any products is online

nowadays for which effective content writers or de-
signers are needed and are in great demand. All
those who are good at writing or designing may
choose digital content creators as their career
choice. Digital content creators are not merely writ-
ing content but it is more than that. Making videos
live online through websites or social media sites is
also important and rewarding. We have seen how
you tubers are earning money from different parts
of the world.
One need not be a computer expert or engineer

to become a successful digital media content cre-
ator. Basic knowledge regarding computers is a
must along with creativity. All those who learn to
code have an added advantage while creating new
digital content. One need not only create content but
can arrange the digital content by taking informa-
tion and resources from different sources.
Most parents are worried as children are more

fond of mobile phones these days. The best thing
which can be done is to change the focus and bring
interest in creativity and investing time instead of
wasting time. Aspirants with more knowledge of
software and coding shall become more successful
as digital content creators.
The best part is one may be easily self-employed

in this field or choose to work with companies deal-
ing with digital content services.  There is no limit
to geographical boundaries when it comes to new
clients. Clients and customers may be anywhere on
the earth. One must have good communication
skills and other employability skills to be successful
as a digital media content creator or manager. (The
author is a career mentor and skill trainer. He can
be reached at bkranjan@gmail.com)
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HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, April 23: The
Kokrajhar Cancer Centre will be
inaugurated on April 28. It will be
inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi virtually from Di-
brugarh along with other 7 Can-
cer Centres.
This was informed by Keshab

Mahanta, minister of Health and
Family Welfare, etc., Assam
while talking to media persons
during his visit to the construc-
tion site of Kokrajhar Cancer
Centre at Besorgaon.
At the time, he was accompa-

nied by Kokrajhar MLA
Lawrence Islary, BTC executive
member for Health and Family
Welfare department Arup Kumar
Dey, BTC principal secretary
Anurag Goel along with other

dignitaries of BTC and district
administration.
He said that the Kokrajhar

Cancer Centre would be func-
tional from April 29, 2022, right
from the next day of inauguration
as the doctors and medical staff,
including administrative officials
posted in the Centre had already
been in position from the last
two- three months to start its ini-
tial work. Expressing his satisfac-
tion over the progress of
construction works of the hospi-
tal, he also said that this Centre
would have all facilities like
Magnetic Resonance Imaging
(MRI), Linac Machines, Com-
puted Tomography (CT), Mam-
mography, Radiation Therapy,
etc., so that no one has to go to
other places for better treatment.

Health minister Keshab Mahanta
visits Kokrajhar Cancer Centre

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 23: Cam-
bridge University Press & As-
sessment (CUP&A) launched two
books titled ‘Interact and Writing
Skills’ to help the students of Di-
brugarh University with their
English courses and develop
competence in the language. The
book launch event was held at Di-
brugarh University (DU) amidst
the presence of more than 70
HoDs and professors from vari-
ous colleges under DU.
The unveiling of the titles was

done by Dr Lakhipriya Gogoi,
HoD in-charge, department of
English, Dibrugarh University;
Dr Anurag Bhattacharya, assis-
tant professor, department of
English, Dibrugarh University;

Dr Bhupen Chutia – member of
Board of Studies (UG) Dibrugarh
University; Dr Dipak Kr Doley –
assistant professor, department of
English, Dibrugarh University;
and Samir Chettri, regional man-
ager - ELT, Cambridge University
Press & Assessment, South Asia.
Dr Nasmeem F Akhtar, HoD

department of English, Dibrugarh
University, said, “We are thrilled
to have these books prescribed
for our students. Cambridge’s In-
teract (Revised edition), covers
all aspects crucial for effective
communication not only for stu-
dents at the undergraduate level
but for all those who are desirous
of enhancing their communica-
tion skills. While the Writing
Skills title is a must-have for all

students and everyone keen to
hone their skills in written com-
munication.”
Regarding the book launch,

Cambridge University Press &
Assessment, South Asia’s busi-
ness head – ELT, Himanshu
Matta, said, “Both the books will
immensely help the students at
Dibrugarh University in building
their English proficiency. These
books are authored by eminent
ELT practitioners and focus on
the hands-on practice of concepts
through tasks. At CUP&A, we
make sure that the content is de-
signed to develop students’ com-
petence in English to equip them
for the pursuit of higher educa-
tion as well as for their career
progression.”

CUP&A launches two books
For Dibrugarh University

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 23: The
Northeast Frontier Railway has de-
cided to operate three trips of a spe-
cial train between Howrah – New
Jalpaiguri and six trips of another
special train between New Jalpaig-
uri - Kolkata to clear the extra rush
of passengers during the ongoing
summer season.
Train No. 03013 (Howrah –

New Jalpaiguri) special will run
for three trips leaving from
Howrah at 23:40 hours on Monday
& Saturday to reach New Jalpaig-
uri at 10:10 hours on Tuesday &
Sunday. The first trip of the train
will leave on April 23 and subse-
quently the second and third trips
will leave Howrah on April 25 and
30. In return direction, Train No.
03014 (New Jalpaiguri - Howrah)
special will run for three trips leav-
ing from New Jalpaiguri at 12:45
hours on Tuesday & Sunday to
reach Howrah at 23:55 hours on
the same day. The train will leave
from New Jalpaiguri on April 24 &
26 and May 1. The special train
will consist of 13 coaches. There

will be 1 AC Two Tier coach, 10
AC Three Tier coaches, 01 Lug-
gage cum Generator Van and 1
Luggage cum Divyaang Compart-
ment.  
Train No. 05754 (New Jalpaiguri

- Kolkata) special will run for six
trips leaving from New Jalpaiguri
at 04:00 hours on all Fridays to
reach Kolkata at 15:00 hours on the
same day from April 29 till June 3.
In return direction, Train No.
05753 (Kolkata - New Jalpaiguri)
special will run for six trips leaving
from Kolkata at 23:10 hours on all

Fridays to reach New Jalpaiguri at
10:30 hours on Saturday from April
29 till June 3. The special train will
consist of 16 coaches. There will be
2 luggage vans, 6 general seating
coaches, 5 sleeper coaches and 3
AC three-tier coaches.
The details of stoppages and tim-

ings of these trains are available in
IRCTC website and are also being
notified in various newspapers and
social media platforms of NF Rail-
way. Passengers are requested to
verify the details before undertak-
ing their journey.

NFR to operate two more
special trains to clear rush

HT Correspondent
HOJAI, April 23: Assam Nagarik Manch through an application to Ranoj Pegu, minister of
Education, government of Assam have urged to exclude May 9 from the scheduled date of
final examination of HS 1st year as every year May 9 is celebrated as red-letter day. As per
the Bijoy Chakraborty, general secretary of Assam Nagarik Monch, "On May 9, the composer
of Indian national song ‘Jana-Gana-Mana’ the icon of Indian literacy Viswa Kabi Rabindranath
Tagore was born in Calcutta (now Kolkata)." "He is the first Nobel Prize winner in Asia. Till
the day, he is the heart throb in the world of Indian literacy. His birthday is known as the day
of Rabindra Jayanti in India and Bangladesh,” Chakraborty added. He further said, "This day
is largely celebrated in most of the schools and colleges where Bengali speaking students are
part and parcel of the Institutions and widely celebrated by various socio-cultural organisations
in Assam as well." Chakraborty said through the forwarded application to the minister of Ed-
ucation we have requested him to reschedule the date of final examination of H.S. first year
in honour of Viswa Kabi Rabindranath Tagore.

Assam Nagarik Manch urges Ranoj Pegu to
reschedule HS 1st year final examination dates

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, April 23: Rangapara
College fraternity celebrated the
Rongali Bihu, on Thursday. The
celebration started with a clearance
drive by the students of Rangapara
College followed with the flag
hosting by the principal of Ranga-
para College Dr Ranjan Kalita.
The Bihu toil or the open arena

arranged in the college field was
inaugurated by Baap Dinesh Ma-
hanta, who is the president of Ma-
hapurush Sankardev Naamdharma
Samaj, Assam. Students from
Mercy Student Home, an orphan-
age adopted by Rangapara College
also joined the occasion as special
invitees. Two Bihu teams namely
‘Jaajiporiya Bihua Dol’ from
Sivasagar and ‘Bihoguri Kalita
Gaon Anchalik Semonia Dol’ from
Sonitpur performed in front of the

gathering. The Bodo community
students of the college also per-
formed the Bagurumba dance. The
main celebration started at 1:30 pm
where Deba Kumar Mishra,
deputy commissioner of Sonitpur
district, joined as the chief guest.
Commanding officer, Col. Sebast-
ian Jakharia and Col. Nandan, both
from the Dogra Regiment, Ranga-

para Sonitpur, joined the celebra-
tion as special guests with their
family. Nishinath Sharma, block
development officer, Rangapara
also joined the celebration.
The function ended with the

Bihu performance by the college
family. All the guests were greeted
with a fulam gamusa and served
Bihu jalpan. 

Rongali Bihu celebrated
at Rangapara College

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, April 23: NTPC Bongaigaon committed itself to-
wards a sustainable planet by planting 100 saplings on the occasion of
World Earth Day coinciding with the theme 'Invest in Our Planet'. The
NTPC Bongaigaon senior management led by Subrata Mandal, ED,
NTPC Bongaigaon planted saplings of various types including medic-
inal plants at its township premises.
Subrata Mandal, ED, NTPC Bongaigaon spoke on how NTPC as a

company is focusing on inspiring governments, businesses, and citi-
zens to combat climate change. Mandal also highlighted the efforts of
NTPC Bongaigaon towards creating a healthier planet for its stake-
holders. T Ravinder, GM (O&M); Umesh Singh, GM (FM); D P Patra,
GM (Operations); Induri Reddy, GM (Maintenance); Arunashsis Das,
GM (Projects) along with E Nyulli, AGM, EMG (Environment Mon-
itoring Group) and heads of departments also participated in the plan-
tation program.

NTPC Bongaigaon holds plantation
drive on World Earth Day

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, April 23: District ad-
ministration in association with dis-
trict agriculture department is going
to 'Fasal Bima Patshala' - as well as
'Kishan Bhagdari Parthomikota
Hamari', a special programme under
Agriculture and Farmers Develop-
ment department, government of
India from April 24 to May 1 across
the district like other parts of the
country. Deputy commissioner, Na-
gaon Nisarg Hivare intimated about
it while addressing a press confer-
ence at his office conference hall
here. He said that the officials of the
concerned department as well as
district administration would organ-
ise gram sabha almost all gram pan-
chayats in the district during the
week and tried to make aware of
Kishan Credit Cards among those
farmers who were getting benefits of
Prime Minister Krishan Sanman.
During the week, the officials of the
district administration and district
agriculture department would also
experience how they could avail the
Kisan Credit Cards from their re-
spective banks.

Week long ‘Fasal Bima
Patshala’ programme

from today  

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, April 23:
Ira Bora, an octoge-
narian retired head-
mistress, writer and
literary pensioner
was felicitated at her
Jamugurihat resi-
dence by Satya
Shandhya  Mahila
Samittee on Friday
for her immense
contributions to-
wards the field of lit-
erature and women education. She was one of the
pioneers in the greater Jamugurihat area who encour-
aged formal women education during the post-indepen-
dence era. She also penned several valuable books
including poetry. The state government had awarded her
literary pension for her contributions in the field of lit-
erature. The president of Satyasandhiya Mahila Samittee
Niru Sarmah, secretary Barsha Bhagawati and several
other members felicitated Borah at her residence.

Literary pensioner Ira Bora 
felicitated at Jamugurihat

HT Correspondent
HOJAI, April 23: Earth Day, 2022 was
celebrated among the teachers and stu-
dents of different classes of Arunoday
Senior Secondary School in Hojai on
Friday. The objective of the awareness
program was to make the participants
understand about the origin, importance
and significance of Earth Day. A film
screening was organised. The film was
based on the harmful effect of plastic
materials on living beings to make the
students realise how they can also put
effort into protecting nature; by refus-
ing, reducing, reusing and recycling all
sorts of plastic materials through small
activities. Speakers of the program Dr
Prodip Kumar Sahoo and Hansraj
Chauhan approached the students to
spread the messages and to join their
hands to make a change in the existing
condition of the nature of Hojai district
in connection to the theme of the Earth
Day 'Investment in our planet'. At the
end of the program, participants
pledged to protect and make the Earth
home not only for them but also for
other animals and plants.

Earth Day observed 

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 23: Lions Club Guwahati Anmol on Saturday
distributed 100 sewing machines, one to each of a hundred poor
women hailing from different parts of the city, showing solidarity to-
wards them by offering a helping hand and helping them to start a new
journey of self-empowerment. The machines for distribution were sup-
plied by 'Triveni Foundation', an NGO headed by Lion Vijay Agarwal
and Lion Mandeep Maria.
The distribution ceremony held at Kalyani Bhawan in Ganeshguri

was chaired by Lion Naveen Poddar, president of Lions Club Guwa-
hati Anmol. Lion Jugal Kishore Pandey, chairperson, State Hindi Lan-
guage Development Council attended the function as the chief guest.
"It is high time to work for the upliftment of the underprivileged of
the society.," opined Pandey while delivering his speech to the gath-
ering. "Organisations like Lions Club should come forward to coop-
erate with the government to serve the purpose," he added. Lion Ajay
Agarwala and Lioness Ananya Agarwala attended the function as spe-
cial guests. Lion Vijay Agarwala and Lion Mandeep Maria of Triveni
Foundation as well as Lioness Ritu Chowdhary, secretary, Lions Club
Guwahati Anmol too graced the occasion.

Lions Club Guwahati Anmol
distributes sewing machines

HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, April 23: Dr Nabajyoti Dutta,
the pioneer of research work on Assamese sci-
ence fiction short stories was felicitated by the
DHSK Commerce College unit of Assam Col-
lege Teachers’ Association (ACTA) here for
achieving a doctoral degree from Gauhati Uni-
versity on August 30, 2021. Dr Dutta, HoD and
assistant professor in the department of As-
samese in the college carried out his research
on the topic ‘Uttar-Swadheenata Kaalor
Asomeeya Bigyan-Bhittik Kalpa-Chutigalpa:
Ek Bishleshanatmak Adhyayan’ (Post Inde-
pendence Assamese Science Fiction Short Sto-
ries: An Analytical Study). It would be
noteworthy that the research work has dealt
with almost every short story of the genre in As-
samese including writers Hariprasad Baruah,
Nagendra Narayan Choudhury, Saurabh Kumar
Chaliha, Bhabendra Nath Saikia, Bijoy Krishna
Sarma, Dinesh Chandra Goswami, Kshiradhar
Baruah, Santanoo Tamuly, Bandita Phukan,
Rathindranath Goswami, Bhaskar Thakuria,
etc. The stories are selected based on the plots
with futuristic science which deals with possi-
bility as well as plausibility of advancement of
science and technology in different spheres in
the future.  
Dr Satya Ranjan Doley, an assistant professor

in the department of Accountancy of the insti-
tution was also felicitated in the function for his
achievement of doctoral degree from Dibrugarh
University on the topic ‘Role of Microfinance
Service Providers in Women Empowerment
with Special Reference to SHGs in Dibrugarh
district, Assam’ way back in 2018. His felicita-
tion program couldn’t be performed timely due
to unavoidable reasons including Covid-19 sit-
uation.

Both the achievers delivered brief speeches
in the function explaining their journey in the
field of the research activities.
Dr Mintu Kumar Das, secretary of the unit,

in the function, welcomed Pallavi Kashyap, as-
sistant professor in the department of Banking
as a new member of the organisation. In re-
sponse, Kashyap expressed her gratitude to the
members of the unit. The function chaired by
Dr Satya Ranjan Doley, president of the unit

also discussed the forthcoming international
workshop on film-making to be held in the col-
lege with co-operation from the ACTA, Central
Committee.
Dr Bhupesh Bhagawati, co-ordinator of PG

department in Commerce, Dr Tanka Prasad
Upadhyaya, co-ordinator as well as Dr Swapna
Nath, secretary, women cell, ACTA central
committee also delivered speeches during the
function.

Assamese science fiction 
researcher felicitated

Kushal Kumar Kunch,
noted social activist and
assistant teacher of

Mohkhuli Swahid Anil Bora
Memorial High School breathed
his last at his Difolu residence
on Thursday morning due to
prolonged illness. He was 52.
He was admitted at a hospital

in Chennai a couple of months
ago due to liver complications
and thereafter he was brought
back to his native village.
He is survived by his mother,

wife, two infant daughters and a
host of relatives.
His demise was mourned by

the teaching staff of Anil Bora
Memorial High School, his stu-
dents and a host of local organi-
sations. His premature death
casts a pall of gloom in the entire
town.
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 23: ‘World Earth Day’ was celebrated by Gauhati University NSS Cell
on Friday through a webinar on the topic ‘Global Challenges of Climate Change’. Inaugurat-
ing the programme, Prof Hari Prasad Sarma, former rector and retired head, department of
Environmental Science, GU said that we have to develop new techniques to face the global
challenges of climate change and have to protect our environment at any cost.  

GU NSS Cell observes World Earth Day
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Rana couple arrested after they drop plan to recite 
Hanuman Chalisa outside Uddhav Thackeray’s residence
MUMBAI, April 23 (PTI): Mum-
bai Police on Saturday evening ar-
rested MLA Ravi Rana and his
wife, MP Navneet Rana for al-
legedly "creating enmity between
different groups" after escorting
them out of their house in suburban
Khar here amid high drama.
The development came hours

after the couple cancelled their
plan to recite the Hanuman Chalisa
outside Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray's private resi-
dence ‘Matoshree’ here.
The Ranas were booked under

IPC section 153 (A) (Promoting
enmity between different groups
on grounds of religion, race, place
of birth, residence, language, etc.,
and doing acts prejudicial to main-
tenance of harmony), and section
135 of the Mumbai Police Act (vi-
olation of prohibitory orders of po-
lice), said an official of the Khar
police station in western Mumbai.
BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis,

speaking in Nagpur, said the Shiv
Sena-led Maharashtra govern-
ment's way of handling the entire
episode was "very childish".
The state government tries to

hide its failures by terming the sit-
uations it can't handle as BJP-spon-

sored, the former chief minister
said.
"If allowed, the Rana couple

would have gone there
(Matoshree), recited Hanuman
Chalisa and returned without cre-
ating any news. I don't understand
why so many people had gathered
at several places as if they (Rana
couple) were planning some at-
tack. What kind of politics is this?"
the BJP leader said.
Earlier, as Shiv Sena workers

laid siege to the building where the
Ranas, both independent legisla-
tors from eastern Maharashtra,
were staying and demanded apol-
ogy from them, police officials
persuaded the couple to go to Khar
police station with them.
The couple were initially seen

arguing with the police inside the
building, saying they would not
budge until criminal cases were
also registered against Shiv Sena
leaders who ‘threatened’ them.
Navneet Rana also demanded that
police produce a warrant.
But later they agreed to step out,

and left in two police vehicles.
Before climbing into police ve-

hicles, Navneet Rana, the Amravati
MP, and Ravi Rana, MLA from
Badnera, were seen shouting slo-
gans, looking in the direction of
Shiv Sena workers who were out-
side.
Sena workers, led by Yuva Sena

leader Varun Sardesai, were out-
side the building since morning
and had vowed not to allow the
Ranas to leave until they apolo-

gized. There were several women
among them.
An empty water bottle was also

thrown in the direction of the
Ranas when they came out.
Sardesai told Sena cadres that

the police would be escorting the
couple to the police station and
they should stay calm and not take
law into their hands.
Ravi Rana said if a case was

being registered against them,
cases should be registered against
Sena leaders Anil Parab and Sanjay
Raut too for `making threatening
statements'.
Earlier, amid stiff resistance by

workers of the ruling Shiv Sena,
Ravi Rana and Navneet Rana on
Saturday morning dropped their
plan of reciting the Hanuman Chal-
isa outside Matoshree in suburban
Bandra. They did not want to dis-
turb the law and order situation in
view of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to the city on Sunday,
Ravi Rana said.
In the morning, Shiv Sena work-

ers broke through the barricades
and tried to enter the premises of
their Khar residence. But the situ-
ation was brought under control by
the police.

Rana Kapoor, Wadhawans laundered
money worth ` 5,050 crore, says ED

3-year-old raped,
killed and thrown into
well in Rajasthan

CHENNAI, April 23 (PTI): Judges
cannot blindly apply rules as conflicts
have a human face and before render-
ing any decision, they have to weigh
socio-economic factors and the im-
pact of their decision on the society,
chief justice of the Supreme Court,
Justice N V Ramana said here on Sat-
urday.
In this era of 'instant noodles', peo-

ple expect instant justice. But they do
not realise that real justice will be a ca-
sualty if we strive for instant justice,
he said addressing an event at the
Madras High Court.
People looked up to the judiciary in

times of distress. And they firmly be-
lieve that their rights would be pro-
tected by the courts. 
"It is necessary to contemplate how

to improve the functioning of the ju-
diciary, how to reach out to the people
and fulfil their justice needs." On the
language used in courts, justice Ra-
mana said a common citizen cannot
relate to the practices, procedures and
language of courts. Hence, efforts
should be on making the general pop-

ulation an active part of the justice de-
livery process.
"The parties must understand the

ongoing process and development of
their case. It should not be like chant-
ing mantras in a wedding, which most
of us do not understand," he said.
Pointing out that strengthening the ju-
dicial institutions has been his top pri-
ority, Justice Ramana said buttressing
judiciary is imperative for a democ-
racy, sustained on the rule of law.
During the last one year of his

tenure as chief justice, he has been
highlighting various issues affecting
the country's legal system, he said.
"The biggest issue affecting all insti-
tutions nowadays, including the judi-

ciary, is ensuring sustained faith in the
eyes of the public."
The judiciary is vested with im-

mense constitutional responsibility of
maintaining the rule of law and check-
ing executive and legislative excesses.
"We have the duty of upholding and
enforcing the constitutional values. It
is no doubt, a heavy burden. But it is
one that we have gladly chosen on the
day we took our constitutional oath.
This is the reason why strengthening
judicial institutions has been my top
priority," he added.
Dispensing justice is not only a

constitutional duty, but also a social
one. Conflicts are inevitable for any
society. But constructive resolution of
conflict is integral to maintain the so-
cial order, he said.         "Constructive
conflict resolution is not a mere tech-
nical job. Particularly in a country like
India, judges cannot blindly apply the
rules, procedures and statutes. After
all, conflicts have a human face. We
are constantly aware about our duty to
render justice, not merely procedural,
but also substantial."

Don’t blindly follow rules, conflicts
have human face: CJI to judges

Govt issues advisory to TV channels on
coverage of Ukraine conflict, Delhi riots 

MUMBAI, April 23 (PTI): The
Enforcement Directorate (ED) has
alleged that Yes Bank co-founder
Rana Kapoor and Dewan Housing
Finance Limited (DHFL) promot-
ers Kapil and Dheeraj Wadhawan
siphoned off funds worth ` 5,050
crore through suspicious transac-
tions.        
The ED said this in its second

supplementary (third overall)
charge sheet filed in special court
here recently against Rana
Kapoor, his family, Wadhawans
and others in a money laundering
case.
During the investigation, it

came to light that a big part of the
proceeds of crime (POC) gener-
ated in this case has been si-
phoned off overseas by Rana
Kapoor and hence they are not
available for attachment directly
under the provisions of Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), it said.
"Rana Kapoor, DHFL promot-

ers Kapil Wadhawan, Dheeraj
Wadhawan and others were in-
volved in criminal conspiracy
with each other in illegal diver-
sion and siphoning off of funds
through suspicious transaction of
` 5,050 crore," the central probe
agency claimed in its fresh prose-
cution complaint (charge sheet)
filed recently.
The ED said investigation has

revealed that Yes Bank had
bought debentures worth Rs 3,700
crore between April 2018 and
June 2018 from DHFL. There-
fore, the amount was transferred
to DHFL. Subsequently, DHFL
gave a loan of ` 600 crore to
DOIT Urban Ventures Pvt Ltd (an
entity, beneficially owned by
Rana Kapoor and his family).
The probe also revealed that

Yes Bank had used public money
for the purchase of the above-said
short-term debentures of DHFL,
which has not yet been redeemed
by DHFL.
On the other hand, DHFL

obliged Rana Kapoor by giving

the so called loan of ` 600 crore
to his beneficially-owned com-
pany, namely DUVPL, without
adequate collateral, the agency
said.
It claimed that the loans given

to the firm owned by Kapoor's
family were to camouflage the en-
tire act.
The investigation has revealed

that a loan of ` 600 crore was
given against substandard proper-
ties having a meager value of `
39.68 crore and by considering
further conversion from agricul-
ture land to residential land and an
inflated value of ` 735 crore was
shown, it added. It has also come
to light that just before the sanc-
tion of these loans, Yes Bank had
invested in DHFL. This indicates
a criminal conspiracy between
Rana Kapoor and Kapil and
Dheeraj Wadhawan to get loan by
pledging highly overvalued as-
sets, the charge-sheet said, adding
there was no active or operating
business in DUVPL at the time of
proposal of loan. 
Since DUVPL has no business

activity and as such not generat-
ing any revenue as of today and it
may not be able to repay the loan
considering its present business
activity and revenue. This clearly
indicates a case of quid pro quo,
it said.
Besides, Yes Bank had also

sanctioned a loan of ` 750 crore to
one M/s Belief Realtors Private
Limited (beneficially owned by
Wadhawans) for development of
its Bandra Reclamation Project in
Mumbai. Investigation has re-
vealed that the entire amount was
siphoned off by the Wadhawans

without spending a single penny
for the declared purpose, the ED
added. 
The entire amount of loan dis-

bursed to M/s Belief Realtors was
siphoned off by the Wadhawans
by way of layering through their
shell companies and it was never
used for the declared purpose, the
charge sheet said.
"There is no doubt about the

fact that Rana Kapoor has mis-
used his official position to gain
undue financial benefit for him
and his family members," it said.
Investigation has revealed that

the POC generated in this case has
been layered in different forms in
properties as well as in liquid
form. It has also been revealed
during the investigation that a big
part of the POC generated in this
case has been siphoned off over-
seas by Rana Kapoor. The pro-
ceeds of crime are thus, not
available for attachment directly,
the ED said.
The ED had started its investi-

gation after recording of ECIR on
March 3, 2020 and after the probe
began, Rana Kapoor aggressively
tried to dispose of his overseas
properties to save them from
being attached by the ED under
PMLA, the charge sheet said.
The POC involved in this case

is ` 5,050 crore.While Rana
Kapoor is the founder of the said
company namely DUVPL, his
three daughters are 100 per cent
shareholders therein.
Rana Kapoor is currently in ju-

dicial custody following his arrest
in the case in March 2020. Wad-
hawans too are in jail custody
after their arrest in another case.

NEW DELHI, April 23 (PTI): In a
strong advisory to private television
channels, the government on Satur-
day said certain debates on the cov-
erage of the Ukraine-Russia conflict
and the Delhi riots had provocative
and socially unacceptable language,
and it took exception to headlines
such as 'Parmanu (nuclear) Putin' and
'Ali, Bali aur Khalbali (unrest)'.
While the government found tele-

vision news channels making "false
claims" and "frequently misquoting"
international agencies while report-
ing on the Ukraine conflict, it took
objection to the reportage on "inci-
dents" in northwest Delhi, contend-
ing that channels had given
communal colour to the actions of
authority. It also said that certain de-
bates on television channels on the
Delhi violence had unparliamentary,
provocative and socially unaccept-
able language.
"Having regard to the above, the

government expresses serious con-
cern about the manner in which the
television channels have gone about
their operations in the matter of trans-
mitting content…," read the advisory
issued by the Information and Broad-
casting Ministry to self-regulating
bodies of television channels.
It also "strongly advised" them to

immediately refrain from publishing

and transmitting any content which is
violative of the aforementioned pro-
visions of The Cable Television Net-
works (Regulation) Act, 1995, and
the rules thereunder.
The government cited specific in-

stances of "hyberbolic" statements by
news anchors and "scandalous head-
lines/taglines" while reporting on the
Ukraine-Russia conflict and disrupt-
ing the investigation process into the
incidents in northwest Delhi by air-
ing unverified CCTV footage.
Section 6 of the Programme Code

under the Act states that "no pro-
gramme should be carried in the
cable service which – offends against
good taste or decency; contains criti-
cism of friendly countries, contains
attack on religions or communities or
visuals or words contemptuous of re-
ligious groups or which promote
communal attitudes; contains any-
thing, obscene, defamatory, deliber-
ate, false and suggestive innuendos
and half truths".
The advisory said that while re-

porting on the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict it has been observed that
channels have been making false
claims and frequently misquoting in-
ternational agencies or actors, and
using "scandalous headlines or
taglines" completely unrelated to the
news.

PRAYAGRAJ (UP), April 23 (PTI): Five members of
a family were killed with sharp-edged weapons in
Khevrajpur village in the district, police said on Satur-
day. While the Samajwadi Party attacked the Yogi
Adityanath dispensation saying that Uttar Pradesh is
"immersed in crime", BSP chief Mayawati demanded a
thorough probe into the incident. 
Tharwai police station received information around

5.30 am that four-five people have been spotted dead in
a house and on reaching there, police found the head of
the house, Rajkumar (55), his daughter Manisha (25),
his wife Kusum (50), his daughter-in-law Savita (30),
and granddaughter Mitakshi (2) dead, senior superinten-
dent of police (SSP) Ajay Kumar said. The incident hap-
pened on Friday night when Rajkumar's son Sunil was
not in the house. He had gone to attend a wedding.
The SSP said that prime facie it appears that the de-

ceased were hit with a stick or some blunt weapon and
there are injury marks also on the head.
How the killings took place and other details will be

known only after the post-mortem of the dead bodies,
the SSP said, adding it will be videographed so that no

evidence is left out. It was also found that there was a
fire in the bedroom of the house which was extinguished
by the fire brigade, he said. The family members have
reached here and talks are being held with them. 
A case has been lodged at Gangapar Tharwai police

station area and seven teams have been formed to look
into the whole matter, the SSP said. 
A dog squad and forensic team have reached the spot

and the evidence is being collected after inspecting the
spot, police said. Reacting on the incident, SP president
Akhilesh Yadav said "Under the BJP 2.0, UP immersed
in crime. Today's testimonial" and attached the news re-
port of the killing.
The BSP president Mayawati said, "The news of the

brutal murder of five members of a family in Prayagraj
is very sad, condemnable and worrying . The govern-
ment should go to the bottom of the incident and ensure
that strict legal action is taken against the culprits." 
Earlier, on April 15, in Khagalpur village of Nawab-

ganj police station area of Gangapar area here, four
members of a family were murdered with sharp
weapons and the head of the family was found hanging.

Five of family killed in Prayagraj

NEW DELHI, April 23 (PTI):
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
on Sunday inaugurate and lay foun-
dation stone of development proj-
ects worth over ` 20,000 crore in
Jammu and Kashmir, including the
opening of the Banihal-Qazigund
road tunnel to establish all-weather
connectivity between the two re-
gions of the union territory. 
Modi is travelling there to partic-

ipate in the celebration for the Na-
tional Panchayati Raj Day and
address 'Gram Sabhas' across the
country, the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) said in a statement. He will
also visit Palli Panchayat in Samba
district.
Seeking to develop and rejuve-

nate 75 water bodies in every dis-
trict of the country, the prime
minister will launch a new initiative
named 'Amrit Sarovar', it said.
Modi is scheduled to attend the

Master Deenanath Mangeshkar
Awards Ceremony in Mumbai later
in the evening where he will receive
the first Lata Deenanath
Mangeshkar Award, the statement
said. 
The award has been instituted in

the memory of Lata Mangeshkar
and will be given every year to a
person for exemplary contribution
towards nation building, it noted. 

In the statement on Modi's visit
to Jammu and Kashmir, the PMO
said the government has been fo-
cused on bringing about wide rang-
ing reforms to substantially
improve governance and enhance
ease of living for the people of the
region at an unprecedented pace
following the "constitutional re-
forms" of August 2019, a reference
to the abrogation of Article 370 and
making the erstwhile state into a
Union Territory. 
The projects being inaugurated

or whose foundation stones will be
laid in this visit will go a long way
in facilitating basic amenities, en-
suring ease of mobility and devel-
opment of infrastructure in the

region, it said. Modi will inaugurate
the Banihal-Qazigund road tunnel,
built at a cost of over ` 3,100 crore.
The 8.45-km-long tunnel will re-
duce the road distance between
Banihal and Qazigund by 16 km,
and reduce journey time by around
one and a half hours.
It is a twin tube tunnel, one for

each direction of travel, and the
tubes are interconnected by a cross
passage every 500 m for mainte-
nance and emergency evacuation.
The tunnel will help establish all-
weather connection between
Jammu and Kashmir, and bring the
two regions closer, the PMO said. 
He will also lay the foundation

stone of three road packages of the

Delhi-Amritsar-Katra Expressway,
being built at a cost of over ` 7,500
crore. 
Among other projects, Modi will

lay the foundation stone of Ratle
and Kwar hydroelectric projects, a
850 MW facility to be constructed
on Chenab river in Kishtwar at a
cost of around ` 5,300 crore, and
540 MW Kwar hydroelectric proj-
ect to be build in on the same river
at a cost of over ` 4,500 crore. 
In order to further expand the

network of 'Jan Aushadi Kendras' in
Jammu and Kashmir, and to make
good quality generic medicines at
affordable prices available, 100
centres will be inaugurated by
Prime Minister Modi. These centres
are located in remote corners of the
Union Territory. 
Modi will also inaugurate a 500

KW solar power plant at Palli,
which will make it the country's
first panchayat to become carbon
neutral, the PMO said. 
During his visit, he will also hand

over 'SVAMITVA' (survey of vil-
lages and mapping with improvised
technology in village areas) cards to
beneficiaries under the scheme. The
cards will give villagers documen-
tary proof of their ownership of
properties so that they can use them
for financial benefits if required. 

JAIPUR, April 23 (IANS): In a
horrific incident, a three-year-old
girl, who along with her mother
came to attend a marriage function
at a village in Chittorgarh district
of Rajasthan, was allegedly raped
and killed by a youth who also
came to attend the wedding.
The incident was reported from

a village under the Bassi police sta-
tion in Chittorgarh district on Fri-
day.
The police have arrested the ac-

cused after registering a case of
rape and murder.
According to the information re-

ceived, two daughters in a family
were getting married in the village.
When everybody was busy with
the marriage rituals, the accused
first picked up a four-year-old boy
and took him near a well around a
kilometre from the wedding venue.
As he started molesting the kid, the
child cried loudly which scared the
accused who then left the child
back at the venue. After that, he
picked up the three-year-old girl
and took her near the same well.
After raping the minor, he report-
edly strangled her to death and
threw her body into the well.
Thereafter, he went back to the

marriage function where he even
danced before returning to his vil-
lage with the wedding procession.
When the girl was not found till

late evening, the relatives and vil-
lagers informed the police.
During police interrogation, it

was found that the girl was last
seen with Rameshwar Dhakad, a
resident of Kishanpura in
Bhilwara. At first, Dhakad kept
misleading the police, but when the
cops pressed hard, he confessed to
the crime.
Meanwhile, the local villagers,

including BJP MLA Chandrabhan
Singh, have accused the police and
the administration of dereliction of
duty, besides demanding death
penalty for the guilty youth.

PM to inaugurate, lay foundation stone of
projects worth ` 20k cr during J&K visit

YES BANK-DHFL CASE

NEW DELHI, April 23 (PTI):
Delhi's R-value, which indicates the
spread of Covid-19, was recorded
at 2.1 this week, implying that
every infected person is infecting
two others in the national capital,
according to an analysis by IIT-
Madras.
The 'R' or reproductive value in-

dicates the number of people an in-
fected person can spread the disease
to, and a pandemic is considered to
end if this value goes below one.
The preliminary analysis by

computational modelling was done
by IIT-Madras' Department of
Mathematics and Centre of Excel-
lence for Computational Mathemat-
ics and Data Science headed by
Prof Neelesh S Upadhye and Prof S
Sundar. 
This was shared with PTI and ac-

cording to it, Delhi's R-value this
week was recorded at 2.1. India's R-
value, at present, stands at 1.3, the
analysis found.
Asked if it can be deduced that

this is the beginning of the fourth
wave of Covid-19 in Delhi, Dr
Jayant Jha, assistant professor, De-
partment of Mathematics, IIT-
Madras, said it would be too early
to declare an onset of another wave.
“We can only say right now that

every person is affecting two oth-
ers....but we need to wait a bit to de-
clare onset...we don't know about
the immunity status and whether

the people who got affected during
the third wave in January are get-
ting affected or not again,” he told
PTI.
For other metro cities - Mumbai,

Chennai and Kolkata, Jha said the
number of cases are too low to as-
certain a trend.
Delhi is witnessing an uptick in

the number of Covid-19 cases. The
city logged 1,042 fresh Covid cases

with a positivity rate of 4.64 per
cent on Friday.
The Omicron sub-lineage

BA.2.12 has been detected in a ma-
jority of the samples sequenced
from Delhi in the first fortnight of
April and it could be behind the re-
cent surge in Covid-19 cases in the
city, sources said on Thursday.
However, an Indian SARS-CoV-

2 Genomics Consortium (IN-
SACOG) source has claimed that
Omicron variant derivative
BA.2.12.1 has also been found in a
few samples in Delhi which is said
to be contributing to the recent rise
in cases in the US.
But officials have not confirmed

that it indeed was found in some
samples in Delhi.
An official source said, "New

sub-variants BA.2.12 (52 per cent
samples) and BA.2.10 (11 per cent
samples) are showing high trans-
mission and have been found in
over 60 per cent of the total samples
from Delhi sequenced recently."

Delhi’s R-value 2.1 this week, every Covid-19 infected
person infecting two others: IIT-Madras analysis
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GUJARAT TITANS DEFEAT KOLKATA
KNIGHT RIDERS BY EIGHT RUNS

MUMBAI, April 23 (IANS):
Gujarat Titans' bowling attack
successfully defended 156 to
defeat Kolkata Knight Riders by
eight runs at DY Patil Stadium
on Saturday.

Despite losing seven wickets
in the last five overs after
Hardik Pandya's 67 to end at
156/9, Gujarat's bowling attack
clicked in unison, taking four
wickets in the first seven overs.

They were also aided by
fielders taking some stunning
catches to restrict Kolkata to
148/8 in 20 overs. The result
means that Gujarat are now on
top of the points table.

With a new opening combina-
tion in Sam Billings and Sunil
Narine, Kolkata's hopes of a
blistering start began well when
the former brought out a glori-
ous straight drive against Mo-
hammed Shami. But Shami had
the last laugh as Billings top-
edged a pull to wicketkeeper
Wriddhiman Saha. Shami then
setup Narine with two short
balls on body and then slipped
one on hips, which the batter
pulled uncomfortably to a div-
ing short fine leg.

Nitish Rana fell cheaply,
forced to poke at a Lockie Fer-

guson delivery and took a
healthy edge behind to Saha as
Gujarat successfully overturned
not out decision. Shreyas Iyer
had begun to look comfortable
at the crease but was undone by
over the wicket angle from Yash
Dayal and nicked behind to
Saha. Rinku Singh found the
boundary rope five times in his
stay of 35 and shared a 45-run
stand with Venkatesh Iyer. But

in an attempt to smash Yash
Dayal over mid-wicket, Rinku
could only manage a bottom
edge going behind to Saha.
Venkatesh tried to slog-sweep
Rashid Khan but Abhinav
Manohar took a stunning catch
just in front of deep mid-wicket
boundary rope.

In between, Andre Russell got
his first boundary with a thick-
ish edge off Dayal over Saha's

head. On the next ball, Russell
tried to fend a Dayal bouncer
with his bat but the ball flew
straight off his bat to fine leg.
But Dayal's jubilation was cut
short as replays showed front
foot no ball. Russell rubbed salt
on wounds by thumping Dayal
on back-to-back sixes to end an
eventful 13th over.

Russell then smacked a Fer-
guson full toss over long-off.

Khan got out Shivam Mavi and
almost had Umesh Yadav lbw
with the googly but replays
showed ball missing the stumps.
With 45 needed off 24 balls,
Russell upper cut Shami over
backward point for six. Umesh
cleared his front leg to swat Fer-
guson over deep mid-wicket for
six more.

Russell hit a six down the
ground off Dayal but could
manage five runs off rest of the
over for the equation to read as
18 off the final over. On the first
ball, Russell smashed an Alzarri
Joseph full toss over long-on for
a huge six.

But Joseph had the last laugh
as Russell mistimed a pull to
fine leg immediately. That
turned out to be a decisive blow
for Kolkata as Joseph conceded
two, one followed by successive
dots to seal a close win for Gu-
jarat.

Brief Scores: Gujarat Titans
156/9 in 20 overs (Hardik
Pandya 67, David Miller 27;
Andre Russell 4/5, Tim Southee
3/24) beat Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers 148/8 in 20 overs (Andre
Russell 48, Rinku Singh 35;
Mohammed Shami 2/20, Rashid
Khan 2/22) by eight runs

IPL 2022: THE TITANS SUCCESSFULLY DEFENDED 156

Dominant Ravi grabs Gold, Bajrang settles for
Silver, Gourav impressive in 2nd place finish

ULAANBAATAR (MON-
GOLIA), April 23 (PTI):
Ravi Dahiya's physical
prowess and superior tactical
acumen was on show yet again
as he became the first Indian
wrestler to win three gold
medals at the Asian Champi-
onship but Bajrang Punia strug-
gled badly on his return to
action even as he grabbed a sil-
ver, here on Saturday. Tokyo
Olympics silver medallist Ravi
was his usual dominant self in
his three bouts as he outclassed
the 57kg field to emerge cham-
pion. Gourav Balian (79kg)
was impressive in his silver-
winning effort while Naveen
(70kg), making his senior
debut and the seasoned Saty-
wart Kadiyan (97kg), bagged
bronze medals as all five Indi-
ans in action earned podium
finishes.

The 24-year-old Ravi
Dahiya conceded early lead in
all his bouts, but as is his wont,
he bounced back in tremendous
fashion to give India its first
gold medal of this edition. He
won the final against Kaza-
khstan's Rakhat Kalzhan by
technical superiority. It was his
second final of the season, hav-
ing won a silver at the Dan
Kolov event in February.

Ravi, who hails from Nahri
village in Sonepat, outsmarted
Japan's Rikuto Arai (VSU) and
pulled off a comprehensive 12-

5 win over Mongolia's Zan-
abazar Zandanbud en route the
final.

In the title clash, Kalzhan
moved ahead with a take-down
and for considerable time did
not let the Indian make any
move. However, true to his
style, Ravi began to dominate
the bout with his unmatched
class.

He effected six consecutive
two-pointers and in-between
saved himself from a left-leg
attack to finish the bout early in
the second period to secure
India's first gold medal of the
tournament this year.

Before the final, the Japan-
ese was quick with his moves
and initially troubled Ravi with
his double-leg attacks which

even took the Indian off his feet
but once the Haryana wrestler
got the measure of his rival, he
dictated the terms in the bout.

Ravi not only found away to
block Arai's attack but also got
himself into position to initiate
take-down moves from both
sides as the Japanese did not
have a plan 'B' to counter the
in-form Indian.

Ravi kept consolidating his
lead and eventually won by
technical superiority.

In the semifinal against Zan-
danbud, Ravi fell behind 0-4
after the home wrestler effected
a take-down move and fol-
lowed that up with a gut-
wrench but Ravi again was
quick in finding a way to
thwart his rival.
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Rajasthan Utd back
to winning ways with
clinical performance

against NEROCA
NAIHATI, April 23 (IANS): Two
second-half goals for Rajasthan
United against NEROCA FC were
enough to end their four-game win-
less run, here at the Naihati Stadium.
A goal from Biswa Darjee right after
half time and a late strike from
Pedro Manzi got Rajasthan off to a
winning start in Phase II.

Unlike the Phase I encounter be-
tween these two sides, the game got
off to a very cagey and slow start.
Neither goalkeeper was tested as the
final third performance of both sides
was disappointing. When it looked
promising, the attacks were stalled
by astute defending at both ends.

Aman Thapa looked menacing
down the left and won a corner in-
side five minutes. The ball from the
set piece ended up at the feet of Ju-
lian Omar Ramos, who shot it
straight into the stands behind the
goal. Shortly after that, Rajasthan
lost the ball cheaply in their own
half but Ricky Shabong was alert
and calmly intercepted and nodded
a lofted ball back to his keeper.

Shabong's game was cut short
after an unfortunate injury forced
him to go off just before the half
hour mark. Biswa Darjee came on to
replace Shabong as Rajasthan
United trotted forward with Pritam
Singh. Singh shot from distance and
kept it on target but failed to get the
required power on it as keeper
Shubham Dhas collected the ball
easily. In first half stoppage time,
Anil Chawan came flying in with a
strong challenge on Abdul Salam
and got his name taken by the ref-
eree. NEROCA were unable to

cause any damage from the resulting
free-kick after it was hurled in to-
wards Sergio Mendigutxia. The first
half-half ended with Rajasthan hav-
ing only one shot on-target and NE-
ROCA with none.

The second half was nothing like
the first. Aman Thapa won a corner
after forcing a save out of Shubham
Dhas from close range. From the re-
sulting corner, the ball was cleared
off the line by Lallenmang Sitlhou.

The very next attack resulted in
the opening goal of the match. Sar-
dor Jakhonov put a delightful cross
into the box from the left and substi-
tute Biswa Darjee headed it into the
back of the net. The header was
quite close to Shubham Dhas and
the keeper could have done better
with that effort.

NEROCA were trailing and an in-
jury to Ben Nash Quansah added to
their concerns. The defender was
stretchered off but came back on to
bring some relief to his side. NE-
ROCA almost equalised when
Abdul Salam picked out Sergio
Mendigutxia with a long throw into
the box. Keeper Bhaskar Roy came
forward to collect it but spilled it in
the process. Luckily for him, his de-
fence was alert and dealt with the
ball well.

Davis Kamanga, who had a quiet
first half, sprung to life in the sec-
ond. Dribbling and passing through
the middle and final third, the Zim-
babwean caused a lot of problems
for the Rajasthan United defence,
clicking well with Sweden Fernan-
des and Sergio Mendigutxia on mul-
tiple occasions.

Lots of speculation around Test captaincy
but Rob Key will take the decision: Stokes
LONDON, April 23 (IANS):
England all-rounder Ben Stokes
has said that while there will be
"a lot of speculation" that he
might be given the responsibility
to lead the Test side after Joe
Root stepped down as skipper,
the decision will be taken by the
England and Wales Cricket
Board's (ECB) new managing di-
rector Rob Key.

Stokes has been heavily linked
with the vacant England Test
captain's position and has spoken
about the role as well following
his friend and teammate's deci-
sion to step down. The 30-year-
old all-rounder thinks that it will
be a "huge honour" if he gets the
opportunity to captain the side.

"I know there will be lots of
speculation around who will take
over, and clearly as vice-captain
and someone who has stood in on
a few occasions my name will be
strongly talked about," Stokes
wrote in his column for Daily
Mirror.

"But all I will say is that it is a
huge honour to captain England
and whoever does it will get to
enjoy that responsibility of trying
to take the team forward. The de-
cision will be down to Rob Key
as the new managing director of
men's cricket and I'm sure we'll

talk soon enough, as he will with
other players and support staff.

"It is an exciting time for us all,
at the start of a new era for the
Test team. I'm back in the nets
now and training ahead of my
first game for Durham in the next
couple of weeks and I can't wait,"
added Stokes.

Recalling the day when Root
broke the news to him that he
was stepping down as England
Test skipper, Stokes said he was
caught a bit off-guard. Root's
captaincy over the last year-and-
a-half had come in for criticism
after his side could manage just

one Test win in 17 outings, with
the latest disappointment coming
in the form of the 0-4 Ashes
thrashing followed by a 0-1 loss
in the away Test series in the
Caribbean.

"When my phone started ring-
ing and I saw Joe's (Root) name
flash up, I didn't know what to
expect. But when he said: 'Mate,
I just wanted to let you know be-
fore it becomes official...' I knew
what was coming.

"As you can imagine it was
quite an emotional conversation,
but it wasn't a long chat, there
will be time for that in the future.

This was an emotional few min-
utes and in return there was noth-
ing but love, respect and support
from me because that is what Joe
Root has shown me throughout
his time as England Test captain.

"When I took my break from
the game in 2021 (due to mental
health issues and finger injury),
Joe was brilliant. The cricket
came second; his concern was for
my well-being. And going back a
few years now to the Bristol in-
cident, that was where my cap-
tain really went to bat for me.
That is where my total loyalty to-
wards Joe comes from, and he
will always have it because he
has never been anything but a
good man towards me and the
rest of his players."

Root captained England more
than any other player in Test
history, winning more matches
as captain (27) but also losing
more (26) than any of his pred-
ecessors. And having stepped
down as skipper, Root can now
look to continue his stunning
form with the bat, form that saw
him score more runs in 2021
than any English men's batter
had in any previous calendar
year, earning him the ICC
Men's Test Cricketer of the Year
award.

Archery World Cup
Indian men’s compound

team clinches Gold
ANTALYA (TURKEY), April 23
(IANS): Indian men's compound team
of Abhishek Verma, Aman Saini and
Rajat Chauhan defeated France 232-
230 in the final to win the gold medal
at the 2022 Archery World Cup Stage
1, here on Saturday.

The trio of Abhishek, Aman and
Rajat were trailing by three points in
the second set but produced a perfect
score of 60 in the third to close the gap
and shot 59 in the final set to snatch
the victory. This was India's first
medal at the ongoing meet.

Later in the day, India's mixed com-
pound team of Abhishek Verma and
Muskan Kirar narrowly missed out on
the bronze medal, going down to Croa-
tia 156-157.

Apart from these two events, Indian
archers have gone through a challeng-
ing campaign at the first stage of the
Archery World Cup.

In the men's individual recurve, only
London 2012 Olympian Jayanta Taluk-
dar could make the top eight. Tokyo
Olympian Tarundeep Rai lost in the
round of 32, Sachin Gupta crashed out
in the round of 64 while Neeraj
Chauhan was eliminated in the open-
ing contest.

Meanwhile, the women's individual
recurve saw Ridhi reaching the round
of 16. Komalika Bari lost in the round
of 32 while Anikta Bhakat and Simran-
jeet Kaur could not go past the first

round.
The compound archers also strug-

gled, with only Rajat Chauhan and
Priya Gurjar making the top eight in
the men's and women's individual
events, respectively. Asian Games gold
medallist Abhishek Verma was ousted
in the round of 32.

The recurve teams (men and
women) and women's compound team
could also not reach the medal rounds.
However, the recurve mixed team, fea-
turing Tarundeep Rai and Ridhi will
play for the gold against Great Britain
on Sunday.

SANTOSH TROPHY
Manipur ease past
Karnataka by 3-0

MALAPPURAM, April 23
(IANS): Manipur eased past Kar-
nataka 3-0 in a Group B match of
the Hero 75th National Football
Championship for Santosh Trophy
at the Kottapadi Stadium, here on
Saturday. With this win, they be-
came the first team from Group B
to make the semifinals as they
joined hosts Kerala.

Manipur coach Gift Raikhan had
said that his instruction to his play-
ers was to go all out right from the
start and ensure qualification to the
last four and his team delivered.
Three goals in the first-half itself
with Lunminlen Haokip running
the show.

The first goal of the game came
from a terrible mistake by young
Darshan L at left-back. He tried to
pass back to his keeper Jayanthku-
mar Krishnamurthy but his loose
pass was intercepted by an alert
Somishon Shirak. He looked up
and picked out an onrushing Lun-
minlen Haokip who made no mis-
take as Manipur took the lead in
the 19th minute.

Lunminlen Haokip could have
scored another in the space of a
few minutes. Darshan L was the
culprit again as he lost out to
Somishon Shirak who once again
found his teammate inside the box.
But this time Haokip's shot went
straight to the keeper who fumbled
the first time but eventually held
on. These defensive errors sparked
Karnatakja into life and they had
two quick-fire chances to equalise.
Poor goalkeeping from Manipur's
Angomjambam Chingkhei Meitei
meant a half-chance fell to Bavu
Nishad TP but his shot was cleared
by Thiyam Chingkheinganba.

Karnataka looked to play on the
counter and their best chance fell
to Solaimalai N but his powerful
shot was saved somehow by the
Manipur goalie. As Karnataka
pushed more and more forward in
search of the equaliser, they left too
many gaps in midfield and Ma-
nipur soon took advantage.

A chipped through ball from
Ngulgoulal Singsit found Haokip

who broke the off-side trap. He
still had a lot to do from there but
with some sublime skills, he com-
pletely fooled Siju S and then toe-
poked it past the onrushing keeper
to extend Manipur's lead in the
42nd minute.

Karnataka players seemed de-
flated after conceding the second
and they let their heads drop. And
Manipur punished them even fur-
ther. A through ball found Somis-
hon Shirak in acres of space. His
first shot was saved superbly by
Jayanthkumar Krishnamurthy but
Shirak poked home the rebound to
make it three goals without reply
right at the stroke of half-time.

Karnataka had a chance to re-
duce the arrears after a mistimed
header from manipur defender
Laishram Chingkheinganba com-
pletely fooled his own keeper as it
looped over his outstretched hands.
Luckily for Manipur, the ball hit
the crossbar and the rebound was
collected by a grateful Angomjam-
bam Chingkhei Meitei.

In the second half, Manipur
were content to hold their shape
and try to hit Karnataka on the
break. The Karnataka players did
put up a much improved display in
the second forty-five minutes but
they had nothing to show for their
efforts. Kamalesh P and Solaimalai
N both had shots from range but
the Manipur keeper saved on both
occasions.

Karnataka tried to utilise crosses
from the flanks in a bid to come
back into the game. One such cross
Prashanth Kalinga found So-
laimalai N in space inside the box
but the midfielder failed to get his
header on target.

The win meant Manipur now
have nine points after four games
and have secured progress to the
last four. Karnataka, having played
three, have four points to show for
their efforts. They are still in with
a shout but need to win their final
game against Gujarat on Monday
and hope for other results to go
their way if they are to have a
chance of making the semis.

JAMSHEDPUR, April 23
(IANS): It continued to rain goals at
the 2nd Hockey India Junior Men's
Academy National Championship
2022 here on Saturday with top
teams winning their respective pool
matches.

Madhya Pradesh Hockey Acad-
emy, Raja Karan Hockey Academy,
Smart Hockey Academy, Raipur,
Markandeshwar Hockey Academy
and Cheema Hockey Academy won
their respective pool matches on the
fourth day of the event at the Naval
Tata Hockey Academy here.

In the first match of the day, Mad-
hya Pradesh Hockey Academy beat
Mumbai Schools Sports Association
(MSSA) 13-1 in Pool A.

Mohd Konain Dad (8', 32', 36',
48', 51') starred with five goals,
while Kashif Khan (6', 30') and Mo-
hammad Zaid Khan (24', 40') bagged
a brace each for Madhya Pradesh
Hockey academy. Mudassar Qureshi
(14'), Saddam Ahmad (35'), Haider
Ali (53') and Ali Ahmad (56') also
got on the scoresheet for the winning
team. Seraj Ahmed (42') scored the
lone goal for MSSA. In the second
game of the day, Republican Sports
Club beat Raja Karan Hockey Acad-
emy 2-0 in Pool B. Het Rajubhai
Pawar (6') and Saurabh Mayekar
(44') were the goal-scorers for Re-
publican Sports Club.

Mohd Konain 
Dad scores five in

MP’s 13-1 win
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