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High immune response to Covid variants in
breakthrough cases after 2 Covaxin jabs: ICMR study

NEW DELHI, April 7 (PTI): In a recent
ICMR study, breakthrough cases after full
vaccination with Covaxin have shown a
significant increase in the immune re-
sponse against coronavirus variants of con-
cern - Beta, Delta and Omicron.

Individuals who recovered from Covid
also showed significant immunity boost
post-vaccination with Covaxin but lower
than the breakthrough cases. However,
those who had taken two doses of Covaxin
had very low neutralizing titres demon-
strating the waning immunity after three
months of the second dose of Covaxin, the
study showed.

“The study highlights the significance of
administering a booster dose or precaution
dose of Covid vaccine as it provides better
protection against the disease,” Dr Pragya
Yadav, a senior scientist at NIV Pune and
the lead investigator of the study, told PTI.
The findings of the study, conducted in
February this year after isolating the Omi-

cron variant, were published in the Journal
of Infection on April 5.

“The impact of the third wave of the
pandemic in India, caused by Omicron,
triggered us to study the effectiveness of
Covaxin against this variant. “We assessed

the sera of naïve, recovered and break-
through cases vaccinated with Covaxin for
its neutralising ability against Omicron and
other variants,” she stated.

As part of the study, participants were
categorised into three groups - 52 Covid-

19 naïve individuals vaccinated with two
doses of Covaxin with an average age of
41.7 years, 31 Covid-19 recovered cases
vaccinated with two doses of Covaxin with
average age of 41.7 years and 40 break-
through cases after two-dose vaccination
with Covaxin with an average age of 43.7
years.

The sera samples of naïve, recovered
and breakthrough cases were collected on
average 97, 99 and 110 days, respectively.
The breakthrough infection was found to
occur on average 43 days after the second
vaccination. A majority of the breakthrough
cases had mild disease (95%) and two were
asymptomatic, while 32.5% had co-mor-
bidities like diabetes, hypothyroidism, hy-
pertension, cardiac arrhythmias and allergic
asthma. “Breakthrough cases had the high-
est neutralising activity against all variants
demonstrating a significant increase in the
immune response post-infection. Recov-
ered cases also (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

‘Specially abled children’ important
human resource component: Himanta

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: Chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said that ‘spe-
cially abled children’ hold immense po-
tential as the State government has taken
several initiatives for their empowerment
and uses them as an important compo-
nent of the state's human resources.

Speaking at a national health fest for
Divyang children and athletes on the oc-
casion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav- Re-
turn to play inclusion revolution here on
Thursday, Sarma said that the State gov-
ernment under the Deendayal Divyang
Pension Scheme is paying monthly Rs
1000 to more than one lakh beneficiaries.

Under Deendayal Disabled Rehabilita-
tion Scheme, several divyang people
have been benefited. Moreover, specially
abled people were given more than 1.20
lakh UDID cards in the state. Scholar-
ships were given to the specially abled
students as well.

The chief minister on the occasion also
requested the parents of specially abled
children below six years of age with

hearing difficulty to avail the benefits of
the State government’s special scheme
‘Sneha Sparsha’ to get free cochlear im-
plant for their kids to lead a normal life.

He also said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, after coming into power,
has been using the term ‘Divyangjans’
for the specially abled people. Sarma
added that the specially abled people are

in no way weak as they are indispensable
to implement the government’s objective
of ‘inclusive growth’.

Organised by the Special Olympic
Bharat, Social Welfare Department,
Health and Family Welfare Department,
the National Health Fest is an effort to
provide consultations on dental health
and other health parameters of the people

with intellectual disability. The event was
organised in 75 cities across the country
with the projected participation of more
than 75,000 children and athletes with in-
tellectual disability. In Assam the event
organised in Guwahati and Jorhat also
provided health consultations and vac-
cines for Covid 19 pandemic to the spe-
cially abled children.

Referring to the success stories of spe-
cially abled artists like Sudha Chandran,
Rabindra Jain, mountaineer Arunima
Sinha, Paralympic medal winners Sumit
Antil, Avani Lekhara, Bhavina Patel, etc.,
Sarma said that the lives and achieve-
ments of these personalities are the testi-
monies of the indomitable power of
specially abled people.

Synchronising with the occasion, the
chief minister also presented mementos
to some specially abled athletes for their
stellar performance in some international
events including the Olympics.

Minister of Social Welfare Ajanta
Neog also spoke on the occasion high-
lighting various (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

National Health Fest for Divyang children and athletes organised

AIUDF MLA’s remark
draws Congress ire

GUWAHATI, April 7 (PTI): Leader of
Opposition in Assam Assembly, Debabrata
Saikia, on Thursday slapped a legal notice
on AIUDF MLA Karim Uddin Barbhuiya
for allegedly stating that 7-8 Congress leg-
islators had voted for ruling BJP candidates
in the recently held Rajya Sabha polls in the
state.

The senior Congress leader demanded an
unconditional public apology and with-
drawal of Barbhuiya's statement within
seven days from the receipt of the notice.

Saikia's counsel Sarfraz Nawaz, in the no-
tice, asserted that the Congress leader will
initiate “appropriate criminal and civil ac-
tions” against Barbhuiya if he does not com-
ply. Repeated calls to Barbhuiya for his
comments on the legal notice went unan-
swered.

Election for two Rajya Sabha seats from
Assam was held on March 31 with the rul-
ing alliance's candidates, BJP's Pabitra
Margherita and UPPL's Rwngwra Narzary,
emerging winners. The Opposition had put
up its joint nominee - outgoing Congress
MP Ripun Bora.

Margherita, whose victory was assured,
polled 46 votes, while Narzary secured 44
votes and Bora 35. All the 126 MLAs of the
Assam Assembly cast their votes and one
vote was found to be invalid.

“Following the declaration of results in the
elections to the two seats of the Rajya Sabha…
you addressed a press meet wherein you al-
leged that 7-8 MLAs of the Congress party
voted for BJP. “You further alleged that a
game was played by the Congress party in co-
horts with (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

KYIV, April 7 (AP): Ukraine told
residents of its industrial heartland
to leave while they still can and
urged Western nations to send
“weapons, weapons and weapons”
on Thursday after Russian forces
withdrew from the shattered out-
skirts of Kyiv to regroup for an of-
fensive in the country's east.
Russia's six-week-old invasion
failed to take Ukraine's capital
quickly and achieve what western
countries say was President
Vladimir Putin's initial aim of
ousting the Ukrainian government.
Russia's focus is now on the Don-
bas, a mostly Russian-speaking re-
gion in eastern Ukraine.

In Brussels, Ukrainian Foreign
minister Dmytro Kuleba urged
NATO to provide more weapons

and help his war-torn country pre-
vent further alleged atrocities.
Ukrainian authorities are working
to identify hundreds of bodies
found in Kyiv's northern outskirts
after Russian troops withdrew and
to document evidence of possible

war crimes. “My agenda is very
simple. ... it's weapons, weapons
and weapons,” Kuleba said as he
arrived at NATO headquarters for
talks with the military organisa-
tion's foreign ministers. “The more
weapons we (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Ukraine pleads for weapons
as fight looms on eastern front
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Governor confers Shankar Lal
Goenka Award on Prof G K Rath
AASU stages protest against
price rise at Margherita

Lanka appoints advisory panel to help
resolve growing debt crisis, engage with IMF
Turkey suspends trial of Saudi
suspects in Khashoggi killing

Pak SC strikes down deputy speaker’s decision
to reject no-trust motion against Imran Khan

ISLAMABAD, April 7 (PTI): Pakistan's
Supreme Court on Thursday struck down
National Assembly deputy Speaker
Qasim Suri's controversial move to dis-
miss a no-confidence motion against
Prime Minister Imran Khan, in a major
blow to the cricketer-turned politician
who is now likely to face a no-trust vote
in Parliament after the ruling.

Suri, who is associated with Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party, on April 3
dismissed the no-confidence motion
against the premier claiming that it was
linked with a ‘foreign conspiracy’ to top-
ple the government and hence was not
maintainable. Minutes later, President Ari
Alvi dissolved the National Assembly on
the advice of Prime Minister Khan who
had effectively lost the majority.

Chief Justice Bandial, who is heading
a five-member bench comprising Justices
Ijazul Ahsan, Mohammad Ali Mazhar
Miankhel, Munib Akhtar and Jamal Khan
Mandokhel, declared as unconstitutional
the controversial ruling by the deputy
speaker regarding the rejection of the no-
confidence motion in Parliament.

In a unanimous verdict, the five-mem-
ber bench also declared dissolution of the
parliament as unconstitutional.

The bench restored the parliament and
declared the advice by Prime Minister
Khan to President Alvi to dissolve the as-

sembly as unconstitutional.
The court ordered the Speaker to call

the session of the assembly on April 9 at
10 am to organise the no-confidence vote.

Security in and around the apex court
was beefed up. Riot police forces were
deployed outside the court building.

During the hearing, Chief Justice Ban-
dial noted deputy speaker's ruling is,
prima facie, a violation of Article 95.

Various lawyers appeared in the court
to plead in the complex case. Naeem
Bokhari represented deputy speaker Suri,
Imtiaz Siddiqui appeared for Prime Min-
ister Khan, Ali Zafar represented Presi-
dent Alvi and attorney general Khaled
Javed Khan represented the government.

Babar Awan appeared on behalf of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party, Raza Rab-
bani for Pakistan Peoples Party and
Makhdoom Ali Khan for Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz.

Apart from leading lawyers represent-
ing various parties, the court also called
at the rostrum Shehbaz Sharif, Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz president and
main Opposition leader, and asked about
his view on the way forward in the wake
of uncertainty due to dissolution of as-
sembly and announcement of fresh elec-
tions. Shehbaz said how the Opposition
leaders can take part in the election after
being labelled (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Suspected Maoist cadre held
GUWAHATI, April 7 (IANS): The Assam Police on
Thursday arrested a person from the state's Kamrup
district for allegedly having links with the Maoists,
officials said. The arrest comes just a few days after
the National Investigation Agency (NIA) arrested a
woman from Dibrugarh district. A police officer said
that a Crime Branch team arrested Hriday Kalita from
his native village of Chaygaon. He is being ques-
tioned by the senior police officers. The police, how-
ever, have refused to share further details regarding
Kalita's arrest. The NIA had on Sunday conducted
searches in 17 different locations in Assam's Cachar,
Karimganj, Dibrugarh and Dhubri districts, and also
arrested a woman Maoist cadre Reema Orang a.k.a.
Saraswati, who has been on the run for a long time.
The NIA and the Assam police stepped up its search
after the arrest of a Maoist leader Arun Kumar Bhat-
tacharjee a.k.a. Kanchan Da, a member of the central
committee of CPI (Maoist) last month. The CPI (Maoist)
is a banned organisation under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967. Assam chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Wednesday said that Maoists' threat
resurfaced in the state leading to the stepped up opera-
tions against them by the security agencies.

GUWAHATI, April 7 (PTI): Three persons, in-
cluding a woman, were arrested in Assam’s Mori-
gaon district on Thursday after heroin worth over
` 3 crore was seized from their possession, police
said. Acting on a tip-off, a police team intercepted
a vehicle in the Dantialbori area under Laharighat
police station limits and recovered 390 grams of
heroin from there, additional superintendent of po-
lice Suprotive Lal Baruah said. The drug was being
transported in 28 soap boxes, he said. An investi-
gation is underway, the police officer added.

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: Chief minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Thursday inaugu-
rated the Basanti Temple Cultural Project
and Rangmancha at Bar Azara in Nalbari
district on the sideline of the 85th Basanti
Puja celebrations by the committee in Nal-
bari. The chief minister on the occasion also
prayed for the welfare of all sections of the
people of the state.

Speaking on the occasion, chief minister
Sarma said that the relationship between
devotees and the supreme power leads to
strengthening of spiritual consciousness
which in turn directs one to work towards
welfare and wellbeing of the society. The
chief minister further stressed on the need
for individuals to strive towards develop-
ment of their birth-place so that the state is
able to witness all-round growth encom-
passing all sections of the society. Stressing
on the importance of spiritual thoughts, he
further added that Sanatan Dharma and cul-
ture teach one to embrace liberal views and
ideas which help any individual to work to-

wards achievement of social enrichment.
Stressing on the importance of the newer
generations for attaining knowledge on
Sanatan Dharma, he said this knowledge
would help in strengthening the foundations
for a value-based society embedded with
compassion and empathies for fellow beings.

The chief minister urged everyone to en-
sure that spirituality goes hand-in-hand with
a strong work-culture, which according to
him would lead to civilisational and cultural
growth. Emphasising that work culture is
the “backbone of a community”, the chief
minister stated that a community not deeply
rooted lacks longevity in the wake of the
myriad of challenges that humanity is ex-
posed to. CM Sarma also spoke about the
government's initiatives such as direct-buy-
ing of food grains from cultivators which
again would lead to empowerment of the
farmers. He also appealed to the youths to
engage in agricultural and allied activities,
so as to help the government achieve the
aim of a ‘self-sufficient Assam’. He also
said that the State    (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Work culture is the backbone
of a community: CM

GUWAHATI, April 7 (PTI): The
Bodoland Territorial Region
(BTR), an elected autonomous
body in the Bodo-dominated areas
of Assam, on Thursday asked the
Central government-run public fi-
nancial institution NEDFi to ex-
tend support to the priority sectors
like agriculture, rural development,
handloom and textiles.

Chief executive member of BTR
Pramod Boro also sought NEDFi's
cooperation to accelerate the over-
all development of the region.

At a meeting with senior offi-
cials of NEDFi, Boro asked the
public financial institution to sup-
port BTR for the welfare of entre-
preneurs in priority sectors like
handloom and textiles, horticul-
ture, veterinary, rural development,
agriculture and other allied areas,
an official statement said. Boro
emphasised the convergence of
NEDFi schemes with the ongoing
schemes of the BTR for enhancing
livelihood avenues at the grass-
roots level. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

BTR chief seeks NEDfi
support for core sectors

Internal rift
haunts KSA

HT Bureau
DIPHU, April 7: A press confer-
ence called by the Karbi Students
Association (KSA) ended in a ver-
bal battle due to a war of words be-
tween factions led by the general
secretary of Karbi Students Associ-
ation (KSA), Thomson Rongpi and
Sumit Timung. Timung was made
the in-charge president by the for-
mer president of the KSA Simeon
Rongphar on Wednesday.

General secretary of KSA, Thom-
son Rongpi called a press conference
at the District Press Club of Karbi An-
glong in which he said that the deci-
sion of the in-charge president was
taken without consulting the KSA,
and was rather an individual decision.
KSA finance secretary Longkiri
Engti said, “The former president
of KSA, Simeon Rongphar in yes-
terday’s press conference declared
Sumit Timung as the in-charge
president in lieu of him. Regarding
this we (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Heroin worth over ` 3 crore
seized in Morigaon, three held

HT Bureau
DIPHU, April 7: The Joint Coordina-
tion Committee for Protection of Auton-
omy (JCCPA) condemned the statement
of JI Kathar, the president of All Party
Hills Leaders Conference (APHLC),
showing his willingness to align with a
political party.

JCCPA in a press release said that the
president of APHL, JI Kathar, in a state-
ment had said that the Autonomous
Statement Demand Committee (ASDC)
lost its entity as a political party as it has
merged with an NGO, the Joint Coordi-
nation Committee for Protection of Au-
tonomy (JCCPA); and hence the
APHLC has no other regional-based po-
litical party to make an alliance with,
but subsequently, he said that the
APHLC is ready to make an alliance
with the ASDC if it separates itself from
the NGO.

The JCCPA said, “The ASDC, in a
press conference, has made it loud and
clear that, unlike the APHLC, it is a reg-
istered political party and it has a long
history of struggle for the democratic
rights of the hill people of Karbi Ang-
long (East and West) and Dima Hasao.
As for the JCCPA, it is not an NGO as
such. Being an IAS (Retd) officer, Mr
Kathar should have known what NGO
means.”

JCCPA said Karbi Anglong, West Karbi
Anglong and Dima Hasao are three of the
nine districts where the AFSPA will re-
main in force while it has been withdrawn
from 23 districts of the State. JCCPA crit-
icised the ruling BJP for the proposal to
merge the Class I and II posts of the
KAAC into the State cadre saying that
it would adversely affect not only the
autonomy but also the functioning of
the Autonomous Council.

JCCPA fires yet another
salvo at APHLC chief

RS polls ‘cross-voting’ charge

BJP takes up social work
HT Bureau

DONGKAMUKAM, April 7: The ruling party, BJP,
as part of their two week long ‘Samajik Nyay
Pakhwada’ programme from April 7 to 20 has taken
up various social contact activities. The BJP, West
Karbi Anglong District Committee (WKADC), car-
ried out a cleanliness drive and distributed fruits to
patients under the programme ‘Ayushman Bharat’ at
a 30-bedded hospital in Dongkamukam, West Karbi
Anglong under the supervision of the chairman of
Veterinary Development Board, Ditolal Hasnu. Mem-
ber of Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC),
Chandra Br Chetry along with the BJP district com-
mittee members, nurses of the hospital and many par-
ticipants were present for the occasion.

‘Samajik Nyay Pakhwada’ programme
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NEW DELHI, April 7 (PTI):
CNG prices in the national capital
on Thursday were hiked by ` 2.50
per kilogram - the 10th increase in
rates in the last one month.

CNG in the National Capital
Territory (NCT) of Delhi now
costs ` 69.11 per kg, up from `
66.61 per kg, according to the in-
formation posted on the website of
Indraprastha Gas Ltd (IGL) - the
firm which retails CNG and piped
cooking gas in the national capital
and adjoining cities.

This is the second straight day of
increase in price by ` 2.50 per litre
and the 10th since March 7.

In all, the CNG price has risen
by ` 13.1 per kg in the last one
month. In the last one year, prices
have increased by ` 25.71 per kg
or 60 per cent, according to data
compiled by PTI. However, there
was no change in the rates of Piped
Cooking Gas (PNG) on Thursday.
It continues to cost ` 41.61 per
standard cubic meter.

City gas distributors have been
periodically raising prices since
October last year when domestic

as well as international gas prices
started to climb as economies

world over recovered from the
pandemic-induced slowdown.

Prices rose by ` 8.74 per kg in
the last three months of 2021, and
from January there was a steady
increase of about 50 paise a kg al-
most every week. The rates have
gone up after the government more
than doubled the price of natural
gas to USD 6.1 per million British
thermal units from April 1. Natural
gas when compressed becomes
CNG for use as fuel in automo-
biles. The same gas is also piped to

household kitchens and industries
for cooking and other purposes.
On Thursday, Mahanagar Gas
Limited (MGL) raised Com-
pressed Natural Gas (CNG) price
by ` 7 per kg to ` 67 per kg in
Mumbai, while Gujarat Gas hiked
rates by ` 6.50 per kg to ` 76.98
per kg. Prices vary from city to city
depending on the incidence of
local taxes such as VAT.

The increase in CNG prices fol-
lows ` 10 per litre hike in petrol
and diesel prices in 16 days and a

` 50 per cylinder raise in the cook-
ing gas LPG rates. A record 137-
day hiatus in petrol and diesel
price revision ended on March 22.
On the same day, the price of a
14.2-kg LPG cylinder was in-
creased to ` 949.50 in the national
capital. In some places, the LPG
price has touched ` 1,000. Accord-
ing to IGL, CNG will now cost `
71.67 per kg in Noida, Greater
Noida and Ghaziabad and ` 77.44
per kg in Gurugram, the cities ad-
joining Delhi. 

CNG price increased again; 10th hike in a month takes total rise to ` 13.1

NEW DELHI, April 7 (IANS): With the GST
Council expected to meet soon, there has been a lot
of conversation around GST restructuring, rate ra-
tionalisations, for and against views around mini-
mum thresholds and more. Online skill gaming
sector, one of the recognised sunrise sectors which
has of late seen a lot of positive feedback from the
Centre, has also been waiting to hear on GST for
many distinct reasons.

The online skill gaming industry has been on an
upward trajectory for the last 4-5 years and the pan-
demic put this industry growing at the rate of 38 per
cent CAGR into the spotlight. As per a recent BCG
report, this sunrise sector in India has gained signif-
icant momentum with excellent Internet service
providers, penetration of the use of mobiles across
social and demographic barriers and India's enthu-
siasm to adopt and adapt to the online gaming plat-
forms. India's share is currently at 1-2 per cent of the
global gaming market with a market size of USD 1.8
billion of which Real-Money gaming has the largest
constituent of revenue pool driven by higher user pay-
ing propensity (around 20 per cent of total market
size). The total number of users of gaming services are
close to 433 million and is expected to touch 650 mil-
lion by 2025. However, apart from fine-tuning the reg-
ulatory mechanism, there's an urgent need to look at
the GST levied on the sector.

Last year on May 24 a Group of Ministers (GoM)
formed by the GST council to examine the taxation
regime applicable to online gaming was seen as a
progressive move, the industry hopes to see a stable
and clear taxation regime. However, the committee
was dissolved and a new one was formed earlier in
February 2022. Currently, services provided by on-
line skill gaming platforms are classified under serv-
ice accounting code 998439 of the GST services
classification and through this attracts a rate of 18
per cent on the Gross Gaming Revenue (GGR) for
the service provider whereas, the games of chance
(including gambling, casinos and more) are sub-
jected to 28 per cent GST. 

The industry operators believe that the legislative
view as proven by the jurisprudence in the country
multiple times, clearly differentiates games of skill
from games of chance and so the taxation levied
should continue to take into account this differen-
tiation. Furthermore, international practices related
to taxes on gaming have proven that tax-rate
shouldn't exceed 20 per cent.

Righteous GST implementation to bolster
online skill gaming sector in India

Contd. from Page 1...

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: HDFC Bank announced
that its total advances in Assam have crossed `
7000 crore on Thursday. As of December 31,
2021, the bank’s advances in Assam stood at `
7008 crore. Total advances include all loans of-
fered by banks in the state – which include loans
to retail, corporate, MSME, and microfinance
customers. Furthermore, in the last 12 months,
the bank’s total advances have grown by 12.81%
percent from ` 6212 crore as of December 31,
2020. “We are grateful to our customers for allow-
ing us to serve the people of Assam. We are happy
to be a partner of growth and fuel the economic ac-
tivity in Assam. As is evident from the 12.81%
growth in advances in the last 12 months – banks
continued lending even during Covid-19 – to sup-
port the economy,” said Sandeep S Kumar, branch
banking head – East, HDFC Bank. Additionally, the
bank has deposits of ` 9085 crore in the state of
Assam, which along with the advances add up to a
total business of ` 16000 crore. The bank’s market
share in the total business is 5.93%. Notably, HDFC
Bank is committed to growth in Assam as evidenced
by its network across the length and breadth of the
state. Today it has 86 branches and over 143 ATMs
in the state. The Bank started its operations in
Assam in the year 2004 with its first branch in
Guwahati. Since then, it has rapidly expanded its
network and today boasts a presence in 31 districts
in Assam. The Bank is also reaching the most re-
mote parts of the state through its network of 592
business correspondents.

HDFC Bank’s total
advances in Assam cross

` 7000 cr milestone

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: Tata Motors bagged an
order of 1300 commercial vehicles from VRL
Logistics Limited, a leader in surface logistics in
India, to expand VRL Logistics’ commercial ve-
hicle fleet portfolio in the country. The order
comprises vehicles from Tata Motors’ Medium
& Heavy Commercial Vehicle and Intermediate
& Light Commercial Vehicle range, suited for lo-
gistics operations of the company, across India.
The vehicles were selected based on the superior
drivability, high fuel efficiency, and low total cost
of ownership, which will enable VRL Logistics
Ltd. to increase its fleet efficiency. Commenting

on the occasion, Rajesh Kaul, vice president,
Sales & Marketing, Commercial Vehicle Busi-
ness Unit, Tata Motors, said, “We are delighted
to secure the prestigious order of 1300 vehicles
from VRL Logistics ltd. I’m confident that our
vehicles will bring great value to their operations. 

We, at Tata Motors, endeavor to engineer our
vehicles to offer the lowest total cost of owner-
ship and our widest service network will ensure
best-in-the-industry service support in all corners
of the country. We look forward to a fruitful part-
nership with VRL Logistics ltd. and will offer the
best support for their seamless operations.” Tata
Motors commercial vehicles are designed and en-

gineered on the ‘Power of 6’ philosophy, which
delivers best-in-class driveability, the total cost of
operations, comfort and convenience, and con-
nectivity. 

The range comes with the standard fitment of
Fleet Edge – Tata Motors’ next-gen digital solu-
tion for optimal fleet management, to further in-
crease the uptime and reduce the total cost of
ownership. Tata Motors also offers its flagship
initiative, Sampoorna Seva, a bouquet of service
offerings including Repair Time Assurance,
Breakdown Assistance, Insurance and Accidental
Repair Time, Extended Warranty, and other add-
on services for vehicle maintenance and upkeep.

Tata Motors bags order of 1300 commercial
vehicles from VRL Logistics Limited

1. Accordingly, sealed quotations affixing court fee stamp of Rs.8.25 (Rupees Eight
and twenty five paisa) only are invited for disposal of the said vehicles on the terms
and conditions mention below. Person/firms, interested in purchasing the above
mentioned vehicles, may submit their highest bid in the enclosed Proforma in a
sealed cover addressed to the undersigned latest by 3.00 PM on or before
30/04/2022 at the Office of the Assam Public Service Commission, Jawaharnagar,
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022, and will be opened on the same day at 4.00PM.
The bidder or their representatives, not more than one for each quotation, may be
present, if they so desire, at the time of opening of Quotations. The cover should
be prominently superscripted with the words "QUOTATION FOR PURCHASE OF
CONDEMNED VEHICLES". 
2. The vehicles will be available for inspection between 3.00 PM to 5.00 PM during
office days from 11/04/2022 to 28/04/2022 in presence of the In-Charge, Pool,
APSC. 
3. The Auction of the said vehicles will be governed by the following conditions:-
i. The vehicles will be auctioned separately for each vehicle, not through drawl of
lot.
ii. The vehicles will be sold on "as is where is basis". The auction process will be
conducted in presence of the constituted Condemnation Board.
iii. The bidders are required to pay Earnest Money of Rs. 2000.00 (Rupees Two
thousand only) for each vehicle.
iv. Earnest Money is payable by means of Demand Draft drawn in favour of "Sec-
retary, APSC". (payment by cheque or cash shall not be accepted) v. Quotations
received without demand draft towards Earnest Money will not be considered and
shall be rejected.
vi. The successful bidder will be required to deposit the bid amount by means of
Demand Draft drawn in favour of Secretary, APSC.
vii. The Earnest Money of the successful bidder will be released only after the de-
posit of the bid amount. Earnest Money will not be adjusted as bid amount and will
be forfeited, if he fails to honour the bid. In case of failure to deposit final bidding
amount, the respective vehicle may once again be taken up for re-auction.
viii. On submission of application by the unsuccessful bidder EMD will be refunded
within one month after completion of the process.
ix. The delivery of the auctioned vehicles will be arranged only after the successful
bidder submits documentary evidence in support of the residential status (PAN
Card, ID proof etc. in case of individual and Registration Certificate etc. in case of
firms).
x. The auctioned vehicles will be removed by the successful bidder within 02 work-
ing days of depositing the bid amount, at their own expenses.
xi. The vehicles will be disposed off on "as is where is basis" and no guarantee for
its worthiness or quality will be given by this department.
xii. This Department will not owe any responsibility for transfer of vehicles and for
any other liability for using these vehicles for commercial or any other purpose after
sale. 
xiii. The successful bidder will also be responsible for getting Registration Certificate
of the Vehicles and/or any other documents as required by the RTO, in his name
at his own cost expeditiously. This office will not be responsible for any lapse on
his part in this regard.
xiv. The bidder will not be allowed to withdraw their bids and if they do so their
earnest money will be forfeited. . 
xv. The Bid amount is excluding GST, as the GST is to be paid by the recipient of
the goods as per the rates applicable.
xvi. The Board reserves the right to accept or reject any/all of the quotation without
assigning any reason.
xvii. Proforma for offering rate for disposal of condemned vehicles is available at
"Annexure'.

Sd/-
Secretary,

Assam Public Service Commission,
Jawaharnagar, Khanapara, Guwahati-22

No.156PSC/DC-30/P/A/2018-2019,
RE- AUCTION NOTICE

Subject: Disposal of condemned Government vehicles-Reg.
Office of the Assam Public Service Commission, Jawaharnagar, Khanapara,

Guwahati-781022, is proposing to dispose of 2(Two) condemned govt. vehicles on
"as is where is basis". Details of the said vehicles are as under:- 

SI. No.    Registration No.      Model       Make                   Depreciated Value

1.            AS-01 AE -0019        2907          Tata Indigo          Rs. 28,200.00

2.            AS-01 AE-0036         2007          Tata Indigo          Rs. 29,100.00

Janasanyog/C/198/22

No. SMED/DMCH/LBC TEND/109/2022/ 

Extension Notice 
Due to unavoidable circumstances the Notice Invitation for Ten-
der published in the newspaper vide Tender no:-
SMED/DMCH/LBCTEND/109/2022/26880 dated : 24/03/2022
has been extended and rescheduled the date and time of sub-
mission and opening of the tender. 
The new date and time of submission of tender is 19/04/2022
at 1:00 pm and opening of Tender is 19/04/2022 at 2:30 pm.
Other terms and conditions remain same as per the tender doc-
ument. 
This is for information of all concerned and the participants. The
new date and time can be downloaded from the official website
of Diphu Medical College & Hospital (www.dmcassam.in) 

Sd/-
Principal-cum-Chief Superintendent 

Diphu Medical College & Hospital, Diphu, Assam 

Janasanyog /C/213/22

No. DME/Adm/M.Sc.(N)/84/2008/Pt/8962, 

EDUCATIONAL NOTICE
Offline Counseling & Spot Admission for Selection of Candidates

for Admission into the 1st year M. Sc. Nursing courses in Regional
College of Nursing, Guwahati for the session 2021

It is for the general information of all the candidates whose names have ap-
peared in the Merit list of M. Sc. Nursing Entrance Examination, 2021 conducted by
Srimant Sankaradeva University of Health Sciences that the offline counseling & spot
admission for selection of candidates for admission into 1st year M. Sc Nursing
course in Regional College of Nursing, Guwahati will be held at the office of the Di-
rector of Medical Education, Assam on 11th April, 2022 at 11-00 a.m. The candidates
are hereby requested to bring their all original testimonials, necessary admission
fees etc. at the time of counseling and spot admission. Candidates applying for NEC
quota are required to bring necessary recommendation from the concerned State
Government at the time of counseling. For any further query candidates may contact
the Authority of Regional College of Nursing. Guwahati. 

Sd/-
Director of Medical Education, Assam Janasanyog /D/295/22

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: Make your home
summer-ready with the Summer edition
2.0 of ‘Home Shopping Spree’ on Ama-
zon starting on Thursday with a host of
exciting offers and deals on home essen-
tials. Customers can now go avail of top
deals on summer essentials with coupons
offering cashback, affordable no-cost
EMI, exchange offers, and free delivery
on first orders anywhere in India. Fur-
ther, customers can look forward to sav-
ings on some of the best brands and get
an additional 10% instant discount on a
minimum transaction of ` 5000 using
CITI Bank credit and debit cards.

Amazon announces ‘Home
Shopping Spree’ from April 7

Ukraine pleads for weapons
get and the sooner they arrive in Ukraine, the more human lives will be saved,” he said. While NATO is

striving to avoid actions that might draw any of its 30 members into a war with Russia, secretary-general Jens
Stoltenberg urged nations that belong to the western alliance to send Ukraine more weapons, and not just de-
fensive arms. Western countries have provided Ukraine with portable anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons, but
they have been reluctant to supply aircraft, tanks or any equipment that Ukrainian troops would have to be
trained to use. Moscow announced more than a week ago that it planned to concentrate its forces in the east,
and they have largely withdrawn from Kyiv and the north. Growing numbers of Putin's troops, along with mer-
cenaries, have been reported moving into the Donbas, where Russia-backed separatists have fought Ukrainian
forces for eight years and control some territory. Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk urged
civilians to evacuate to safer regions before it was too late. She said Ukrainian and Russian officials agreed to
establish 10 civilian evacuation routes on Thursday. The change of Russia's focus brought relief to Chernihiv,
a city near Ukraine's northern border with Belarus that was encircled and cut off for weeks.

   High immune response to Covid
showed significant immunity boost post-vaccination, but were lower than breakthrough cases. “Apparently, the

naïve cases had very low neutralizing titres against all the variants compared to the recovered and breakthrough
cases,” Dr Yadav stated. The Omicron variant has shown a pronounced resistance to neutralization with the sera of
all the three groups compared to B.1, Beta and Delta variants, she said. Dr Yadav noted that Omicron was less ef-
fectively neutralized with the sera of naïve cases (12.9 fold) than recovered (7.98 fold) and breakthrough (8.84
fold) compared to B.1. Although the immune response was less against the Omicron, it would still protect individuals
from developing severe disease, hospitalisation and mortality, she added.

Work culture is the backbone 
government has taken a number of initiatives to ensure that there are no bottlenecks in procurement of food

grains from cultivators by the Food Corporation of India. He at the same time hailed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for issuing directions to the food grain procurement agencies to take special interest in procurement of
food grains from the state. The chief minister also attended the Basanti Puja that was celebrated at the residence
of Nalbari MLA Jayanta Malla Baruah and offered prayers for the welfare of the residents of the state. The
chief minister during his Nalbari visit was accompanied by Industries and Commerce minister Chandra Mohan
Patowary, MLA Rangia Bhabesh Kalita, chief executive member (CEM) of Karbi Anglong Autonomous Coun-
cil Tuliram Ronghang, CEM of Bodoland Territorial Council Pramod Boro, Assam Pradesh BJP general sec-
retary (Organisation) Phanindra Nath Sarma, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh's Assam region's senior leader
Dr. Umesh Chandra Chakraborty, among others.

AIUDF MLA’s remark 
Sri Akhil Gogoi (Independent MLA) under the leadership of Sri (Prithviraj Prabhakar) Sathe and Sri Bhupen

Bora,” the notice stated. Barbhuiya had also allegedly said that if the houses of the MLAs close to Sathe, who
is the AICC secretary and in-charge of Assam, are searched, “packets and packets of cash” will be recovered.

“My client states that the aforesaid statements issued by you in the press meet are entirely false, fallacious,
frivolous, scandalous, derogatory and defamatory. The statements made in the press meet were made inten-
tionally and maliciously to mislead the public and denigrate the image of the Indian National Congress,” Nawaz
said. The notice explained that votes cast in elections, especially for Rajya Sabha, are decided by a myriad of
factors and one vote from a Congress MLA was cancelled too. “But there is absolutely no truth in your allega-
tions that 7-8 MLAs of the Congress party voted for the NDA candidate. My client states that being an MLA
yourself, you are expected to speak with responsibility. Any allegation made as part of the political rhetoric or
otherwise must be supported by tangible evidence,” the notice said. Saikia, through the legal notice, stated that
the Congress has had to face public embarrassment due to Barbhuiya's “false, scandalous and derogatory state-
ment”. “In addition to such acts giving rise to civil liability for damages, your actions attract penal provisions
under the Indian Penal Code and the Information Technology Act, 2000 and the Rules made there under,” the
notice asserted. The Congress had earlier alleged that the AIUDF indulged in cross-voting in the Rajya Sabha
election and cast their votes in favour of the ruling BJP-led alliance's candidates.

BTR chief seeks NEDfi
The BTR chief highlighted the systemic changes being implemented by the BTR administration through

mission mode programmes in sectors like piggery, textiles, dairy among others. He sought investments from
the NEDFi to support various activities outlined in these missions as he explained the need to provide support
to farmers and stakeholders at the grassroots level to increase the scope of various schemes. NEDFi CMD
PVSLN Murthy pledged the support of the institution towards the development of the entrepreneurial landscape
of the BTR. The BTR is an elected autonomous body created under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution for
the Bodo-dominated areas of Assam. The NEDFi, a public financial institution, provides financial assistance
to micro, small, medium and large enterprises for setting up industrial, infrastructure and agri-allied projects
in the northeastern region and also microfinance through NGOs and others.

‘Specially abled children’ important
schemes of the Social Welfare Department and said that it is the duty of every person to ensure that the di-

vyangjans are given the right to live with self respect. Along with keeping good health, sports is also important
for the divyangjans and the government has taken steps for their development. MLA Rangiya Bhabesh Kalita,
MLA Palasbari Hemanga Thakuria, chief executive member Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council Tuliram
Ronghang and many other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

Internal rift haunts KSA
just want to clarify here that we will convene a joint extended meeting of the KSA, CEC on April 9 and in that

meeting we will organise a farewell for him (Simeon Rongphar). Also in that joint extended meeting, KSA will
choose a new president and general secretary of the central executive committee.” He also said, “We don't see any
division or misunderstanding among ourselves and we have nothing to say to Simeon Rongphar about him going
to contest in the election.” General secretary of KSA, Thomson Rongpi said, “It was in yesterday’s meeting that
April 11 was scheduled as the date for a CEC meeting and in that meeting, KSA will declare the new president and
general secretary. The appointment of Sumit Timung as the in-charge president has come to our knowledge only
through media reports.” During the press meet, five or six KSA members including Sumit Timung and Chesong
Kuru Rongphar were waiting outside. As soon as the press conference ended, the KSA members waiting outside
entered the conference room and created a ruckus. The KSA adviser Laichan Engleng, who was also present there,
brought the situation under control and calmed the agitated members down.

Pak SC strikes down deputy speaker’s
as ‘traitors’. He left it to the court to decide but urged that rule of law should be adhered to and added that

“we cannot face even our families after being called as traitors”. He was referring to the ruling by the deputy
speaker that the no-confidence motion was linked with a so-called ‘foreign conspiracy’. With the court ruling
against the deputy speaker, Parliament is likely to reconvene and hold the no-confidence vote against Khan.
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: On the
special occasion of World Health
Day, Assam Governor Prof.
Jagdish Mukhi conferred the
Shankar Lal Goenka Award of Dr
B Borooah Cancer Institute on for-
mer chief of Cancer Institute,
AIIMS, New Delhi and head of
NCI-INDIA Prof G K Rath for his
outstanding contribution in the
field of oncology at a function held
at BBCI, Guwahati on Thursday.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Governor said that stalwarts in the
field of cancer like Prof G K Rath
can play a crucial role to promote
research on the causative factors
of cancers. They can play an im-
portant part in interacting with
policy makers for the management
of cancer.  Moreover, Prof Rath
has visited all the north-eastern
states several times and offered his
technical expertise for establish-
ment of Cancer centres and cancer
control strategies, the Governor
added. 

Prof Mukhi further hailed the
Central government for earmark-
ing Rs 129.00 crores for establish-
ment of Adult and Paediatric
Hematological Cancer Facilities at
Dr B Borooah Cancer Institute.
The institute has already started
Bone Marrow Transplantation

which is first of its kind in the
public sector hospital in the entire
north-eastern region. BBCI has
also brought out a journal ‘Annals
of Oncology Research & Therapy’
to provide a platform for publica-
tion of research work on cancer
which according to the Governor
would go a long way in knowl-
edge sharing among all the stake-
holders.    

The Governor also expressed
happiness at the fact that various
post graduate and super specialty
courses in Oncology conducted by
BBCI have contributed signifi-
cantly to human resource genera-

tion. The holistic approach to
treatment of cancer with care,
compassion and empathy is the
need of the hour for a better qual-
ity of life. It is therefore important
to offer value based care to pa-
tients, the Governor exhorted. 

The Governor said that he was
happy that Sri Shankar Lal
Goenka, chairman of Jeevan Ram
Mungi Devi Charitable Trust has
instituted this award at BBCI to
recognise the contribution of
renowned oncologists of the coun-
try. The Governor congratulated
Prof Rath for his humble contribu-
tions he made to the field of can-

cer. The Governor also unveiled a
book ‘Triple C in Cancer’ high-
lighting various aspects of Cancer
for Control, Cure and Care. 

Chairman, Jeevan Ram Mungi
Devi Charitable Trust, Guwahati,
Shankar Lal Goenka, Director of
Dr B Borooah Cancer Institute
Dr A C Kataki, vice-chancellor,
Srimanta Shankardeva Univer-
sity of Health Sciences Dr
Dhruba Jyoti Bora, deputy direc-
tor of BBCI Moushumi Bhat-
tacharya, eminent film maker
Jahnu Barua, staff of BBCI and a
host of other dignitaries were
present on the occasion.

Governor confers Shankar Lal
Goenka Award on Prof G K Rath

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: The biggest and
the most colourful festival of Assam,
Rongali is back after a gap of two years
owing to the coronavirus pandemic. The
three-day event will commence from
April 8 at Veterinary College Ground,
Khanapara, Guwahati and will be inaugu-
rated by the Assam chief minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma. The sixth edition of
the fest is emphasising on ‘Vocal for
Local’ and conducting an exhibition that
will see the attendance of 200 entrepre-
neurs, self-help groups, start-ups, agri-en-
trepreneurs, weavers, artisans, farmer
producing companies, government agen-
cies and industrial organisations. 

Rongali will showcase products made
in Assam such as Gahori brand of meat,
Bahubali eggs, Repose, Kanyaka and
Gorukhuti, plenty of products by startup
entrepreneurs, large exhibition of Agro &
allied products by APART, spectacular
Assam handloom products to be dis-
played by weavers and artisans across
Assam, wide variety of craft products and
many more. 

Various cuisines from entire India will
be on display at Rongali. Ethnic, local,
spectacular varieties of food of various

Assam’s tribes and communities e.g.
Bodo, Mising, Karibi, Tiwa, Dimasa will
be presented during Rongali. The food
exhibition will be curated by food blog-
ger Dr Geeta Dutta and will present myr-
iad dishes from all the tribes and
communities of Assam. NGO, Priy-
obandhu will organise a food competition
of ethnic foods, veg, non-veg and sweet
dishes with large number of participation
across Assam.  

Rongali 2022 will also bring entire
facets of Assam under one roof. Bodo,
Mising, Dimasa, Rabha, Gorkha, Tea
tribes, Moran, Karbi, etc., various com-
munities will display their colourful cul-
ture.  Musical bands, designers, and
artisans are coming in big numbers from
various council areas to perform in Ron-
gali. Special Exhibition of Tea tribe com-
munities will be a major attraction. 

“Through ‘Vocal for Local’ exhibition,
we are trying to create a market for these
community-based entrepreneurs, whose
crafts suffered a lot during the lull period
of the coronavirus pandemic. Multi-cui-
sine food exhibition has always been a
major attraction of the festival. This time
special importance has been given to the
expansion of Assamese food. In addition

to this, attractive shops of Assamese and
Indian food have been arranged in Ron-
gali,” said Shyamkanu Mahanta, chief or-
ganiser, Rongali.

As Rongali is happening during the
spring, Bihu Husori and Bihuwati com-
petitions will be one of the major attrac-
tions of the festival. Bihu Husori teams
are coming across Assam. Attractive
prizes with first prize of one lakh each are
on cards.  There will be a competition of

500 years old Ankiya Bhaona, creation of
the greatest Assamese of all time, Maha-
purush Sankardeva will be on full display,
Ram Bijoy, Rukmini Haran, Parijat Haran
etc. will be performed. There will be an
open mic, hip hop stage where music, po-
etry sessions and other activities will be
held. Artists will also present folk music,
independent music. As music binds peo-
ple together, ‘Rongali Good Vibes Music
Stage’ will have fresh and some of the

famed names in the line-up including
Sannidhya Bhuyan, Bhaskar Opswel, Di-
pakshi Kalita, Prabin Bora, Diptanil
Baruah, sister duo Aparupa Satrupa and
many more along with Zubeen Garg,
Raghu Dixit, Bipul Chetri. Rongali will
organize special screenings of block-
buster Assamese movies such as Hiya
Diya Niya, Mission China, Ratnakar
among others in association with the
Assam State Film Finance & Develop-
ment Corporation. On 8th evening, Dr.
Bezbaruah 2 produced by AM Televi-
sion’s music and poster release will be or-
ganized before the performance of
Zubeen Garg.

Rongali will present spectacular fash-
ion shows by the best designers, models,
and showstoppers, who will showcase the
rich handloom and fabrics of the region.
One of the major attractions of Rongali
this time is Shruti Haasan, Bollywood
star and musician, who will be present at
Rongali along with talented artist from
Assam Shantanu Hazarika. Plenty of
tourists, tour operators will be visiting
Rongali.

Rongali will be the biggest ever event
in Assam, Entry is free. The programme
will start from 11 am to 10 pm.

Rongali to roll out its sixth edition from April 8 to 10, special impetus on ‘Vocal for Local’

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, April 7:
Margherita regional students
union of AASU on Wednesday
staged a protest at NH-315 Block
Tiniali, Margherita against the
skyrocketing price of essential
commodities.

Chintu Gogoi, president and
Rupam Baruah, general secretary
of Margherita Regional Student
Union said that before the polls,
BJP’s prime issues were price rise
and unemployment but after the
formation of government, BJP
has turned a blind eye and now
everyone especially the middle
class people are suffering a lot
due to the rising price of essential
commodities such as LPG cylin-
der, medicines, construction ma-
terials and many more.

Chintu Gogoi said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi assured

the people of the country before
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls that
‘Acche Din’ (Happier Days) shall
come but in reality ‘Acche Din’
came for the capitalists and cor-
porate houses such as Adani, Am-
bani, etc.

Chintu Gogoi further added
that the BJP led government is
creating beneficiaries for the sake

of vote bank which has led to
economic imbalance and thus the
market price of essential com-
modities are increasing day-by-
day.

The student union members
staged a 2-hour long ‘dharna’ and
shouted various slogans against
the BJP led government both at
the Centre and the state.

AASU stages protest against
price rise at MargheritaHT Correspondent

TEZPUR, April 7: Noted poet,
singer, dramatist, stage actor, or-
ator of Tezpur and a retired
deputy director under Directorate
of Information and Public Rela-
tion, Government of Assam, Indu
Bhushan Nath died on Wednes-
day at his Hazarapar residence
here due to old age related ail-
ment. He was 82 and is survived
by two daughters and a son. He
was connected with several cul-
tural organisations of Tezpur in-
cluding the Baan Stage. He
served as DIPRO at Tezpur for
multiple terms, first from Sep-
tember 1, 1981 to November 4,
1988 and his second stint was
from October 3, 1994 to October
31, 1998. He retired from his
service on October 31, 1998.

Besides writing a number of
articles in various dailies and
journals, he had written ‘Mur
Jibanar Xon Sekura’, ‘Asinaki
Dexor Sinaki Xadhu’, ‘Galpa
Pancha Binxoti’, ‘Bokul Fulor
Mala’, ‘Kabita Aru Geet’ and a
play ‘Aita’. Along with DIPRO
Sonitpur Neena Baruah, the staff
of the office paid their last respect
to the departed soul.

His death was widely mourned
by different distinguished indi-
viduals and organisations includ-
ing Tezpur MP Pallab Lochan
Das, Tezpur MLA Prithiraj Rava,
former MLA of Tezpur Brinda-
ban Goswami, Sonitpur DC Bhu-
pesh Chandra Das, former
Sonitpur DC Jadab Chandra
Sarma, general secretary Assam
Sahitya Sabha Pankaj Kumar
Nath, president AAJU Mrigen
Bora, vice president Asam Natya
Sanmilan Subhas Chandra
Biswas, president Sonitpur Press
Club Mahendra Kumar Nath, etc. 

Retired DIPRO and noted writer
Indu Bhushan Nath passes away

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, April 7: Gargaon
College brought glory to the dis-
trict by clinching the second best
team award in the Inter College
Youth Festival of Dibrugarh Uni-
versity held at D K D College,
Dergaon from April 3 to April 6.

Gargaon College team gath-
ered 17 prizes in different cate-
gories. Ananya Gogoi, a sixth
semester student stole the lime-
light by bagging 9 prizes in music
including the ‘best singer award’.
Annaprasanna Kashyap earned
the first prize in dholbadon,

Tribenee Baruah bagged the sec-
ond and the third prize in clay
modelling and installation event.
Subhrajyoti Gogoi bagged the
third prize in spot photography.
The college team also bagged the
first prize in folk song (group)
and chorus and the third prize in
the drama event. Dr Sabyasachi
Mahanta, principal of Gargaon
College said

that it was a moment of pride
and elation for the college frater-
nity. He thanked the teachers in
charge and members of the Stu-
dents’ Union.

Gargaon College wins 
2nd best team at Youth Fest

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: The training
programme for presiding and
polling officers for the forthcoming
Guwahati Municipal Corporation
(GMC) election began on Wednes-
day at Guwahati Commerce Col-
lege. A total of 1,000 presiding
officers and 4,000 polling officers
have been rendered training by the
master trainer on Wednesday’s train-
ing programme. Pallav Gopal Jha,
district election officer, Kamrup (M)
inaugurated the training programme
and urged everyone concerned for
co-operation in order to conduct the
forthcoming GMC election in a
smooth and fair manner. It may be
mentioned that the 4-day training
programme for presiding & polling
officers has been arranged on April
6, 7, 10 and 13. This time there are
a total of 789 polling stations for 60
wards, out of which 780 are main
polling stations and 9 are auxiliary
polling stations.  

Training of
presiding and polling

officers held

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: The Railway
Protection Force (RPF) of NF Rail-
way seized one AK47 rifle along with
a magazine from Deoghar Express at
Lumding Station and two firearms
(country made) loaded with live am-
munition from New Coochbehar Sta-
tion. One person managed to run away
and two persons were taken into cus-
tody.

In an incident on Tuesday, a suspi-
cious looking bag came to the notice
of joint team of RPF comprising of as-
sistant sub-inspector (ASI)/Azimud-
din Ahmed, constable Dharmendra
Kumar and Balram Singh of 4th
Bn/C-Coy/RPSF (Railway Protection
Special Force) and Government Rail-
way Police (GRP) staff of Lumding
during their routine checking in train
no. 15625 DN (Deoghar Express) at
Lumding Railway Station. On interro-
gation, the owner of the bag revealed
that the bag contained only a blanket.
When the RPF & GRP team tried to
open the bag for verification, the pos-
sessor of the bag jumped out of the
train from the opposite side of the plat-
form and managed to escape. The per-
son was immediately chased by RPSF
staff who were on duty at the platform,
but he could not be apprehended as
there was heavy rush of people/devo-
tees on account of Shitala Puja near
Lumding Railway Station.  On open-
ing the bag, one AK47 rifle along with
a magazine was found. The seized arm
and magazine was handed over to
OC/GRP/Lumding and a case was
registered under Arms Act.

In another incident on April 3,
based on information, a team of
Crime Prevention and Detection
Squad (CPDS)/Alipurduar of RPF
along with GRP/New Coochbehar
conducted a joint drive at New
Coochbehar railway station. During
the drive, they apprehended one per-
son named Ratan Barman hailing
from Uttar Parokata, Alipurduar on
platform no. 7. In another incident on
April 4, the same team of RPF and
GRP apprehended one person named
Pradip Das hailing from Uttar
Parokata, Alipurduar on platform no.
5. On searching both the persons, the
team recovered one iron made im-
provised firearm having butt, body,
barrel, active trigger and spring
loaded with one live ammunition
from each of them. 

RPF of NF Railway seized one
AK47 from Lumding station

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, April 7: 120 persons including Con-
gress and AGP party members and district level
leaders across Jorhat district joined the BJP in
a ceremony held to observe the 42nd foundation
day of the ruling party at the Muktijujaru
Bhawan here on Wednesday.

Jorhat district BJP unit president Hemanta
Kalita, who presided over the function, wel-
comed the new members stating that the work
done by the BJP-led governments for the bene-

fit of all sections of the society by the Central
and the state governments has been attracting
more people towards the party.

He hoped the new members which include 72
from the Congress and 18 from AGP will con-
tribute to the party’s growth and serve the peo-
ple. Kalita, also a former Titabar MLA, said that
as part of nation-wide social justice fortnight
programme announced by the party from April
7, in Jorhat district too a series of activities will
be undertaken by the party.

In the same function, five senior BJP mem-
bers of the district who have been dedicatedly
working for the party since past several decades
were felicitated. They were Rabi Sarmah,
Someshwar Gogoi (both from Titabar), Manoj
Choudhury (Mariani), Manorama Saikia and
Jadumoni Dutta (both from Jorhat).

BJP Jorhat district unit general secretaries
Ishwar Prasanna Bordoloi and Amar Jyoti
Saikia, Media Cell convener Bonny Saikia were
among those who were present on the occasion.

120 Congress, AGP members join BJP in Jorhat

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALI,
April 7: Munindra Nath Yangte,
the 1997 batch ACS takes charge
as new DC of Biswanath from
Deva Kumar Mishra, the outgoing
DC on Wednesday. In this connec-
tion, a farewell meeting was organ-
ised at the conference hall of the
DC office. The outgoing DC was
accorded a warm felicitation by the
officials of the DC office. Deva
Kumar Mishra briefed about vari-
ous developmental projects that
were carried out during his tenure.
The new deputy commissioner was
warmly welcomed by the officials
at the same meeting. 

New DC takes charge 
at Biswanath

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALI, April
7: Lokra Battalion under the aegis
of Headquarter 21 Sector Assam Ri-
fles and Headquarter Inspector Gen-
eral Assam Rifles (East) organised a
lecture on Women Empowerment
for the local female youth of Sonit-
pur district at Lokra Garrison on
Tuesday. The lecture was aimed to
educate local youth on various poli-
cies undertaken by the Government
of India for the welfare and uplift-
ment of women in various fields.
The youth were also enlightened on
how women are playing a dominant
and important role in all spheres to-
wards the progress of the nation.
Assam Rifles has been at the fore-
front to make a difference in the
lives of women by empowering and
motivating them through initiating
various schemes and projects. Dur-
ing the event, motivational talks
were also delivered by Riflewomen
of Assam Rifles, who are a part of
Directorate General Assam Rifles
Judo Team. The attendees expressed
gratitude to the Lokra Battalion for
organising the awareness lecture and
the concerted efforts towards the
betterment of women in society. A
total of 24 women participated in the
event with much enthusiasm.

Lecture on women
empowerment

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, April 7: A programme was organised to dis-
tribute one-time financial assistance to Rongali Bihu cel-
ebration committees of Sonitpur district was held at the
conference hall of the deputy commissioner’s office here
on Thursday. Newly appointed deputy commissioner
Deba Kumar Mishra delivered the welcome address in
the meeting which was attended by MLA Borsola
Ganesh Limboo, MLA Tezpur Prithiraj Rabha, MLA
Rangapara Krishna Kamal Tanti and senior officials of
the district administration. On the occasion, dummy
cheques worth ` 1.5 lakh were ceremoniously distrib-
uted to six numbers of Bihu celebration committees

which are – Sadou Mazgaon Rongali Bihu Sanmilan,
Swahid Bakori, Tezpur; Purbanchal Kristi Sangha Ran-
gali Bihu Udjapon Committee, Tezpur; Kalitagaon An-
chalik Rangali Bihu Sanmilan, Bihaguri; Rangapara
Rangali Bihu Sanmilan Namghar (Rangapara); Sadou
Balipara Rangali Bihu Mela Committee (Rangapara)
and Borpukhuri Mukali Bihu Sammittee (Jamugurihat). 

It may be noted that the government of Assam has de-
cided to provide one-time financial assistance of ` 1.5
lakh to those committees which organises Rongali Bihu
functions from Sankranti to the 6th day of the Bohag
month of the Assamese calendar every year and are at
least 10 years old.

One-time financial assistance distributed 
to Bihu committees in Sonitpur

HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, April 7: A high-level
meeting was held at the deputy com-
missioner's office, Dibrugarh on Thurs-
day in connection with the preparation
for the arrival of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in Dibrugarh on April 28. In-
forming media persons, state Power
minister Bimal Bora said, "The meeting
was organised in connection with the
preparation of the arrival of PM Naren-
dra Modi in Dibrugarh to inaugurate
cancer care hospitals in Dibrugarh and
other districts.” Agricultural minister
Atul Bora, Labour minister Sanjay Kis-
han along with MLAs Prashanta
Phukan, Chakradhar Gogoi, Punakon
Baruah and other dignitaries were
present in the meeting. Deputy com-
missioners and superintendents of po-
lice of five districts, Dibrugarh,
Tinsukia, Dhemaji, Sivasagar and
Charaideo are also participating in
this meeting. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will inaugurate the Cancer
hospital at Assam Medical College,
Dibrugarh built under Assam Cancer
Care Foundation (ACCF) - a joint ini-
tiative of the Assam government and
Tata Trusts on April 28.

High level meeting in 
Dibrugarh ahead of PM's visit 

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, April 7: A three-day conclave named Swa-Niyojan to pro-
mote entrepreneurship development started from Thursday at the
Jorhat Court Field. 
The event organised by the district administration is aimed to promote
entrepreneurship among youths and self-employment.

In the inaugural address delivered by Assam Agricultural University,
vice-chancellor Dr Bidyut Chandan Deka hailed the initiative and
hoped that the upcoming entrepreneurs would benefit from the con-
clave that could provide a platform to exchange ideas and motivate
young minds to take up business ventures and contribute towards be-
coming self-reliant.

Jorhat deputy commissioner Ashok Kumar Barman delivered the
welcome address and said that a series of activities have been lined up
for the event, which include interactive sessions by successful entre-
preneurs and resource persons from renowned educational and re-
search institutions. The DC hoped that about 2,000 youths would
benefit from the conclave each. 

A souvenir, named Swa Niyojan was also released on the occasion.
On the first day, training was imparted in agriculture, horticulture,

agro forestry and veterinary and animal husbandry.
Jorhat and Sootea BJP MLAs Hitendranath Goswami and Padma

Hazarika, respectively spoke during the occasion. Padma Hazarika
later inaugurated the two technical sessions.

‘Swa Niyojan’ starts in Jorhat
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In 2017, President Ram Nath Kovind
stated that India was facing a “possible
mental health epidemic” and asserted the

need to provide accessible mental health
services by 2022. Almost prophetically in
India’s Union Budget for financial year [FY]
2022-23, mental health found a rare men-
tion, even if it took us a pandemic to realize
its significance. Many experts and stake-
holders lauded the move, deeming it “grati-
fying”, “timely” and “much-needed”. But
are the celebrations premature?

The Budget promises Rs 86,200.45 crores
to the health sector for FY 2022-23, which
amounts to 2 per cent of the total fiscal out-
lay. A total of Rs 670 crores is allocated to
mental health, which is a 12.5 per cent in-
crease from the previous financial year, al-
though it amounts to only a 0.77 per cent of
the total health budget. It is worth noting that
94 per cent of these funds are earmarked for
two centrally funded institutes: National In-
stitute of Mental Health and Neuro-Sciences
[NIMHANS], Bengaluru (Rs 560 crores)
and Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi Regional
Institute of Mental Health, Tezpur (Rs 70
crores).

Furthermore, Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman explained that “the pan-
demic accentuated mental health problems
in people of all ages” and announced the
launch of a National Tele Mental Health pro-
gramme “to better the access to quality men-
tal health counselling and care services”.
The creation of a digital ecosystem for
healthcare is fast gaining momentum in
India’s public health policies and pro-
grammes. The proposed telemental health
programme is in tune
with India’s Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission
[ABDM] launched in
September 2021, aiming
to provide accessible digital health services
to Indians.

With the help of technical support from
the Indian Institute of Information Technol-
ogy-Bengaluru, 23 centres of excellence
[CoEs] will be set up, with NIMHANS serv-
ing as the nodal centre. However, budget es-
timates for this new programme have not
been disclosed.

The flagship initiative under the proposed
programme is the nationwide Tele Mental
Health Assistance and Nationally Actionable
Plan through States (T-MANAS). A state-
ment issued by NIMHANS detailed the vi-
sion of the initiative to ensure a
comprehensive continuum of care for people
in mental distress by providing immediate
intervention and linking to in-person mental
health services.

NIMHANS director Dr Prathima Murthy
explained that the 23 CoEs are psychiatry
departments from different states and union
territories handpicked by the union govern-
ment. These CoEs will essentially look after
the running of the helpline in that state/re-
gion, including training of counsellors, mon-
itoring and conducting operational research.
In a diverse country like India, offering con-
textualized mental healthcare in local lan-
guages is a step in the right direction.

It must be noted that telemental health is
a broad term referring to remote delivery of
mental health services, including diagnosis,
assessment, symptom tracking and treat-
ment, by means of telephone, video calls or
mobile-based applications. Its potential ad-
vantages include improved access to care for
existing users of mental health services in

underserved regions, reduced clinic-related
infrastructure costs, and lower perceived
stigma attached with visiting a mental health
provider. This modality is of value in India,
where the treatment gap for various mental
disorders ranges from 28 to 83 per cent. The
acceptability of such services is also evident
in the surge in users resorting to telemental
health, especially during the COVID-in-
duced national lockdown. However, a de-
tailed programme implementation plan has
not been released yet. Will the helpline offer
therapeutic services like counselling and
psychotherapy? What are the guidelines to
be operationalized for referral-related deci-
sion support systems? How will it ensure

compliance in cases which require referral
to healthcare facilities? Answers to these
questions are crucial in determining effec-
tive implementation of the programme.

An abysmal dearth of mental health pro-
fessionals poses a formidable challenge to
the programme. According to the National
Mental Health Survey (2016), the number of
available psychiatrists in India ranged from
0.05 to 1.2 per lakh population. There is a
paucity of clinical psychologists and psychi-
atric social workers in absolute numbers,
and a considerable variation in geographic
distribution with a majority of mental health
professionals concentrated in cities. In such
a scenario, it is imperative to question – who
will provide the tele-services? An already
overburdened mental health workforce can
hardly take on new responsibilities.

To combat this, there are plans to rope in
ASHAs [Accredited Social Health Ac-
tivists], ANMs [Auxiliary Nurse Midwives],
and other community health workers in the
telemental health programme for early iden-
tification of symptoms in rural and remote
areas. Whether their responsibility will be
restricted to creating awareness about the
helpline or providing telecounselling is any-
one’s guess. 

However, involving female frontline
workers is an effort doomed to fail. Even be-
fore the pandemic, there is evidence to sug-
gest they were overworked and underpaid,
in addition to facing challenges like juggling
domestic work and poor functionality of
healthcare facilities.

A review of telemental health services
based largely in the developed world asserts

that outcomes of such services are compara-
ble to in-person care, effective for a range of
service-users and mental conditions. When
it comes to resource-limited settings like
India, however, we may not be able to gen-
eralize these findings. While a review of
such services in low- and middle-income
countries suggests positive outcomes for dis-
orders like Alzheimer’s, dementia and de-
pression, the evaluation uses standardized
tests developed in the West with limited
usage in the Indian context.

India hosts an array of mental health
helplines run by state governments, civil so-
ciety and non-profit organizations. There is
a need for robust evaluation of such
helplines before rolling out the new pro-
gramme to ensure provision of evidence-
based telemental healthcare.

The success of a telehealth programme is
contingent upon a minimum requirement of
access to mobile phones. According to data
from the National Family Health Survey-5,
Indian women’s ownership of a personal
mobile phone averages at 54 per cent. How-
ever, there is a considerable rural-urban di-
vide with only 46.6 per cent of rural women
having a mobile phone that they themselves
use.

It is safe to say that women from lower-
income households are worse-off. To make
matters worse, pervasive gender norms also
act as barriers to women’s engagement with
mobile phones. A 2018 study suggests mo-
bile phones are seen as a potential risk to
girls’ reputation before marriage and as a de-
terrent to fulfilment of domestic caregiving
‘duties’ after marriage. This renders
women’s mobile phone usage vulnerable to
constant surveillance by male relatives.

Yet another consideration is the protection
of data privacy of the telemental health serv-
ice users. Stigma related to mental health
conditions and associated treatment seeking
is widespread in India, and particularly
greater when it comes to women. It serves
as a major barrier to utilization of mental
health services, and justifies all fears relating
to breach of privacy. As seen in the case of
antiretroviral treatment for HIV [human im-
munodeficiency virus], mandating personal
identifiers like Aaadhar for telemental health
services could lead to a drop in enrolment
and service utilization.

Transgender persons, on the other hand,
face a double whammy of the lack of valid
documents needed to access public services
as well as the absence of an effective legal
framework to protect them from discrimina-

tion in case of any lapse in confidentiality. It
is imperative to iron out the details of mental
health data privacy in order to ensure their
safe access to such tele-services.

India launched the National Mental
Health Program [NMHP] in 1982 with an
overarching goal of providing mental health
care by utilizing the existing public health
infrastructure. In order to scale this up, India
inaugurated the District Mental Health Pro-
gramme [DMHP] in 1996, decentralizing
programme administration and implementa-
tion to the district-level. The main compo-
nents of the programme include
district-level activities like community en-
gagement and outreach, and tertiary-care ac-
tivities (Scheme A and B) like developing
centres of excellence and institutional train-
ing of postgraduate students.

A paltry Rs 40 crores (or six per cent) of
the total mental health budget are allocated
to the NMHP, which only includes the terti-
ary-level Schemes A and B. This amount has
remained unchanged from budget estimates
from 2019. Furthermore, funds for the
DMHP, the main service delivery compo-
nent of the NMHP, are allocated through the
flexible pool of non-communicable disease.
In the absence of a clearly defined line-item
for DMHP in the budget documents, the
exact budget estimates cannot be ascer-
tained.

Mental health does not operate in a social
vacuum. Addressing social determinants of
mental health like poverty, education and
living conditions in our programs are just as
essential as strengthening mental healthcare
service delivery. The National Mental
Health Policy (2014) enshrines principles of
community mental health including mental
health promotion, community engagement
and intersectoral collaborations.

The utility of community-based interven-
tions through NGO-led projects like Atmiy-
ata and Vishram, in improving mental health
literacy, facilitating access to social welfare
benefits, and reducing emotional distress
and anxiety is well documented. However,
the Union Budget offers little hope in giving
fillip to such community-based interven-
tions.

While technology undoubtedly offers a
huge window of opportunity in improving
public mental health, it must be accompa-
nied by concurrent developments in the ex-
isting mental health infrastructure. Focusing
on training primary care physicians in basic
mental healthcare and creating a cadre of
community mental health workers alone can
ensure effective integration of mental health
services in primary care. Efforts should be
also be directed to creating awareness about
recognition of signs of distress, suicide pre-
vention and availability of mental health
services in order to ensure uptake of the
services.

In the context of the telemental health, it
is crucial to build a diverse referral network,
provide continued support, training the
counsellors in comprehensive care, and
being transparent about data collection and
usage, in order to gain public confidence in
the programme. The government should ac-
tively engage with other stakeholders work-
ing in this space and establish robust
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms for
future course corrections and improvements.

Any laxity in these efforts will possibly
relegate the upcoming programme to just an-
other helpline, in an ocean of many. (IPA
Service)

Public mental health in India:
A case of misplaced priorities

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Mukul Bhowmick & Sangeeta Rege
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Even as the new Covid-19 infections are declining and countries
across the world are withdrawing the curbs they had imposed,
including the mandatory requirement of wearing masks and

physical distancing, the latest IMF working paper says that the pan-
demic is not over, and the health and economic losses continue to grow.
It is now evident that Covid-19 will be with us for the long term and there
are very different scenarios for how it could evolve from a mild endemic
scenario to a dangerous variant scenario, the study titled - “A Global Strat-
egy to Manage the Long - Term Risks of Covid-19” has emphasised. This
realisation calls for a new strategy that manages both the uncertainty
and the long-term risks of Covid-19. There are four key policy impli-
cations of such a strategy the authors of the paper have said.

First, we need to achieve equitable access beyond vaccines to en-
compass a comprehensive toolkit. Second, we must monitor the evolv-
ing virus and dynamically upgrade that toolkit. Third, we must
transition from the acute response to a sustainable strategy toward
Covid-19, balanced and integrated with other health and social priori-
ties. And fourth, we need a unified risk-mitigation approach to future
infectious disease threats beyond Covid-19. Infectious diseases with
pandemic potential are a threat to global economic and health security;
the authors have reminded the world while suggesting that the interna-
tional community should recognise that its pandemic financing ad-
dresses a systemic risk to the global economy, not just the development
need for a particular country. Additionally, the paper says, the interna-
tional community should allocate additional funding to fight pandemics
and strengthen health systems both domestically and overseas, which
will require about USD 15 billion in grants this year and USD 10 billion
annually after that. 

More than 6 million people have died according to official estimates.
However, other studies have estimated the actual death toll ranging
from 16 to 20 million, which is approximately equal to that of World
War I. IMF’s World Economic Outlook 2022 has projected the cumu-
lative output loss from the pandemic through 2024 to be about USD
13.8 trillion. On tests, the daily target was set at 1 per 1000 people, and
about two in three developing economies continue to test below this
target despite the Omicron wave. Meanwhile, high-income countries
are testing 80 times more than low-income countries. The study fore-
sees at least four possible scenarios in the post-Omicron world, which
are based on the conceptualised scenarios of earlier studies published
in 2022 by Jeremy Farrar and the WHO. These are “Mild” Endemic,
“Injurious” Endemic, “Disruptive” Endemic, and “Dangerous Variant”
Scenario. The refreshed ACT Accelerator budget of USD 23.4 billion
is a good starting point, the study says, which can be updated as re-
quired. However, it mentioned the lack of financing for a balanced and
integrated global response. So far only about USD 18.7 billion in grant
form for the ACT Accelerator has been raised. The IMF Pandemic Pro-
posal had identified a grant need of USD 35 billion, so a gap of about
USD 15 billion remains. Moreover, many hidden scars need to be ad-
dressed, because the pandemic has exacerbated inequality, poverty, un-
employment, learning poverty, and so on. The world needs a unified
approach to the solution to the problem.

Covid is here to stay; but…?
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
Let us put our minds together and see what life we can make for our

children. - Sitting Bull

Qatar puts its best foot forward
By: James M Dorsey

This is Qatar's year to put its
best foot forward. A major
producer of natural gas, the

tiny Gulf state is under the magnify-
ing glass as it enters the final phase
of hosting the 2022 World Cup later
this year and emerges as a potential
part of efforts to reduce European
dependence on Russian energy.

On balance, Qatar looks like it
has already succeeded, as much on
its own steam as with the help of its
erstwhile detractors in the Gulf and
elsewhere in the Arab world, includ-
ing the United Arab Emirates and
Saudi Arabia.

Over the past decade, much of the
attention has focused on labour
rights in the Gulf state as a result of
world governing soccer body FIFA’s
awarding of the 2022 World Cup
hosting rights to Qatar in 2010.
Qatar remains a target of criticism
by human rights groups, despite im-
plementing far-reaching reforms of
its kafala or labour sponsorship sys-
tem that long put workers at the
mercy of their employers. The criti-
cism is rooted in the Gulf state’s
weak implementation of the re-
forms; a problematic judicial sys-
tem; a top-down, centralised
decision-making process; and poor
handling of World Cup and sports-
related incidents.

In the latest incident, The
Guardian newspaper, a pillar of crit-
ical coverage of the Qatari World
Cup, reported that migrant workers,
a majority of the population, had
collectively paid billions of dollars
in illegal recruitment fees over the
last decade. Qatar outlawed burden-
ing migrant workers with recruit-

ment fees as part of its reforms.
Qatar opened recruitment centres

in eight labour-supplying countries
to ensure that recruitment would
meet ethical standards in line with
recommendations made by a Qatar
Foundation study. The centres have
reduced the risk of employment
terms in workers’ contracts being
unilaterally changed but have been
unable to curb the levelling of re-
cruitment fees.

To compensate for their inability,
the Supreme Committee for Deliv-
ery & Legacy, the Qatari organizer
of the World Cup, has obliged com-
panies it contracts to repay the fees
without workers having to provide
proof of payment. Companies have
so far pledged to repay roughly
USD$28.5 million to some 49,000
workers, $22 million of which have
already been paid out.

It is a step the government could
apply nationally with relative ease
in an effort to demonstrate sincerity
and, more fundamentally, counter
the criticism. Similarly, in response
to complaints raised by human
rights groups and others, the govern-
ment could also offer to compensate
families of workers who die on con-
struction sites. None of these meas-
ures would put a dent in Qatari
budgets but would earn the Gulf
state immeasurable goodwill.

“The migrant workers injured or
families of those who died in the
build-up to the World Cup should be
cared for,” said Lise Klaveness, the
newly-elected president of the Nor-
wegian Football Federation, at this
week’s FIFA Congress in Doha.
Klaveness’ stirring speech drew a
fiery response from Supreme Com-
mittee secretary-general Hassan Al-

Thawadi. “We’re not seeking vali-
dation. Legacy is being delivered as
we speak. We’ve showcased to the
world what tournament hosting can
do,” Al-Thawadi said.

Nevertheless, Qatar hasn’t done
itself any favours with its handling
of the case of Abdullah Ibhais, a Jor-
danian-Palestinian Supreme Com-
mittee communications executive,
who opposed putting a spin on a
strike by migrant workers, including
some assigned to World Cup-related
projects. The workers were on strike
because their salaries had not been
paid. Ibhais was subsequently ac-
cused of leaking state secrets and
awarding a social media tender to a
Turkish bidder in return for Turkish
citizenship. He asserts that he was
forced to sign a confession and was
initially refused access to a lawyer.

Ibhais was sentenced to five years
in prison based on evidence that, ac-
cording to Human Rights Watch,
was “vague, circumstantial, and in
some cases contradictory.” How-
ever, an appeals court subsequently
reduced his sentence to three years
in jail.

In a statement, the Supreme Com-
mittee insisted that the allegations
against Ibhais had “merit. The com-
mittee contended that the assertion
that the charges constitute retribu-
tion for “raising matters pertaining
to workers’ welfare is absolutely
false.”

In contrast to recurring rights is-
sues that cast a shadow over the
Qatari World Cup, Qatar garnered
substantial goodwill during the 3.5-
year-long United Arab Emirates-
Saudi-led diplomatic and economic
boycott designed to force the Gulf
state to subjugate itself to the will of

its detractors.
Perceived as the underdog con-

fronted with demands that would
have de facto deprived it of its inde-
pendence, Qatar was lauded for its
resilience and steadfastness that ul-
timately persuaded the UAE and
Saudi Arabia to end the boycott in
January 2021.

Since then, Qatar was awarded
for its key role in assisting the
United States in its bungled with-
drawal from Afghanistan with the
US nominating it as a ‘Major Non-
NATO Ally.’

Qatar is the only Gulf state to
enjoy that status. It ranks Qatar
among the United States’ closest al-
lies alongside Australia and Japan
and opens the door to more joint
military exercises and potential
arms sales.

The nomination takes on added
significance at a time that Gulf
States worry about United States ef-
forts to rejigger and reduce its secu-

rity commitments in the region and
strike a deal with Iran on reviving
the 2015 nuclear agreement that
curbed the Islamic republic’s nu-
clear program.

The deal would lift many US
sanctions against Iran and return it
to the international fold without ad-
dressing Iran’s ballistic missiles pro-
gram and support for militias in
Lebanon, Iraq, and Yemen – issues
that are major concerns for Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, and Israel.

Nevertheless, human rights
groups will view the final stretch to
the World Cup scheduled for the end
of the year as an opportunity to in-
crease pressure on the Gulf state to
address their remaining concerns.

The final stretch is not only an
opportunity for activists. It also is an
opportunity for Qatar to put its best
foot forward on labour issues that it
already acknowledges and has made
significant strides in addressing.
(IPA Service)
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By: Saleem Samad

Pakistan’s cricket star-turned-politician Imran Khan did not hesitate
to admit that the “establishment” (the Pakistan military) gave him
three options. The first option was to face a no-confidence vote in

parliament. The second one was to dissolve parliament and hold snap elec-
tions and the third one was to resign as prime minister and forget about
patronage of the military. Khan’s party Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
swept into power in 2018, albeit with the blessings of the military, pulling
strings to ensure that PTI has 121 seats in the assembly, thus making it a mi-
nority government. The military denied the claims of giving Khan three op-
tions and backing him in the election, but he successfully dodged the ouster
by following one of the three pieces of advice after consulting his cronies and
advisers. Pakistan’s former celebrity cricketer Wasim Akram wrote on Twitter:
“The Game Changer #ImranKhan #Skipper #NotOutYet #Surprise”. The tweet
of the former captain and international sports commentator has earned 72.3K
likes and 10.2K Retweets in a day.

What Akram and other supporters of Khan have not mentioned is that
Khan remained loyal to “His Master’s Voice” – the military bigwigs who
continued to interfere in foreign policy, civil administration and political
affairs. For nearly half of the 75 years of Pakistan’s birth, the country was
ruled by the military which caused immense harm to the national economy,
and sustainable development goals, blocking the capacity building of dem-
ocratic institutions and freedom of expression.

As a result, the news organisations that were critical of the PTI govern-
ment fell prey to Inter-Services Intelligence, the military’s spy agency.
The dreaded agency has long been accused of enforced disappearances,
extrajudicial killings and torture of journalists in custody, especially in
restive Balochistan and Waziristan of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Several prominent journalists were killed. Journalists critical of the mil-
itary establishment were forced to go into exile. The owners of several
private news organisations were stopped by the ISI from employing these
journalists.The opposition moved to oust Khan accusing him of failing to
revive the economy and crackdown on corruption. Now he is blamed for
“burning down democratic order” as the minority government dissolved
parliament to avoid the vote of no-confidence that he claims is backed by
the United States because he visited Moscow on the day Russia launched
the invasion of Ukraine. After the chaos in parliament before its dissolu-
tion, Pakistan’s independent newspaper Dawn in an editorial wrote: “The
nation is stunned. Ahead of the vote of no-confidence, the prime minister
had repeatedly hinted that he had a ‘trump card’ up his sleeve. There were
indications all along that something might be amiss: even as political pun-
dits and the media confidently predicted Imran Khan’s defeat in the vote
of no-confidence, he seemed unperturbed. No one could have guessed that
his last ploy would involve having the democratic order burnt down by a
democratically empowered party.” Maleeha Lodhi, a Pakistani diplomat
and political scientist wrote in the Dawn: “The Imran Khan government’s
denouement raises the question of how he ended up facing a vote of no-
confidence. Although that parliamentary process was subverted and a con-
stitutional crisis ensued it will still mark an end to his rule. Few
governments in Pakistan’s recent history began their term with Khan’s ad-
vantages. He had unqualified support from the military, widespread public
goodwill, control of Punjab, a divided and demoralised opposition and a
popular yearning for change.” The country’s political landscape has re-
cently been abuzz with political activity as parties and individuals changed
alliances and the PTI and the opposition were seen trading barbs and al-
legations alongside intensifying efforts to ensure their success in the no-
confidence contest. Zaigham Khan, a leading political analyst told Al
Jazeera: “[The dissolution is] a blatant violation of the constitution and
can lead to a very serious crisis.” If the apex court of Pakistan orders the
speaker to go ahead with the no-confidence motion, the dissolution of par-
liament will become invalid, the analyst said. Former Prime Minister
Muhammad Khan Junejo appealed to the Supreme Court in 1988 after the
assembly had been dissolved by former president General Zia-ul-Haq,
who had taken power in a military coup years earlier. The court agreed
his government had been dissolved unconstitutionally but ruled that since
elections had been announced anyway it was best to move on. The fate of
Khan’s political future now rests upon the Supreme Court’s decision. Al-
though opposition leaders seemed confident to win a vote of no-confidence
against Khan, chances are weak to get a proactive verdict. It’s highly un-
likely the Supreme Court will overrule the decision to hold the vote at all.
(The author is an independent journalist, defender of media rights, and
the recipient of Ashoka Fellowship and Hellman-Hammett Award. He
can be reached at saleemsamad@hotmail.com)

‘Game changer’ Imran
Khan is not out yet!

Football World Cup
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Lanka appoints advisory panel to help resolve growing debt crisis, engage with IMF
COLOMBO, April 7 (PTI): The
Sri Lankan government has ap-
pointed an advisory committee
comprising eminent economic and
fiscal experts to provide guidance
on addressing the current debt cri-
sis and engaging with the IMF and
other lenders as the country strug-
gles to combat the unprecedented
shortage of foreign reserves.

The Presidential Advisory
Group on Multilateral Engagement
and Debt Sustainability includes
Indrajit Coomaraswamy, former
governor of the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka and former director of the
Economic Affairs Division of the
Commonwealth Secretariat, ac-
cording to a statement issued by
the President Media Division on
Wednesday.

The other members are Shanta
Devarajan, Professor of the Prac-
tice of Development, Georgetown
University and former chief econ-

omist of World Bank; and
Sharmini Coorey, former director
of the Institute of Capacity Devel-
opment of the IMF Institute, and
former deputy director of the
Africa Department, IMF.

“Among the responsibilities that
the Presidential Advisory Group will
undertake are to engage in discus-
sions with relevant Sri Lankan insti-
tutions and officials engaging with
the IMF, and to provide guidance
that will address the present debt cri-
sis and lead towards sustainable and
inclusive recovery for Sri Lanka,”
the statement said. Rajapaksa is yet
to appoint a new minister of finance.
The country’s Finance Minister Ali
Sabry on Tuesday resigned, a day
after President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
appointed him after sacking his
brother Basil Rajapaksa amidst the
island nation’s worst economic cri-
sis.

Basil Rajapaksa was fired as he

was planning to visit Washington
to hold negotiations with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF).

A government parliamentary
group met with Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa on Wednesday

to discuss urgent steps that must be
taken to improve the situation so
that citizens would no longer need
to stand in long queues for fuel, gas
and essentials, Shehan Semas-
inghe, a state minister, said.

He asserted that the government
has not lost its parliamentary ma-
jority despite 42 of its members
saying they would remain inde-
pendent of the ruling SLPP coali-
tion in parliament. “Our majority is
solid,” Semasinghe said.

Speaking in Parliament on
Wednesday, Chief Government
Whip Johnston Fernando said the
government will face this problem
and there is no reason for President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to resign as he
was elected to office.

“As a responsible Government,
we state that President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa will not resign from his
post under any circumstances,”
Fernando said.

Sri Lankans have protested for
weeks over lengthy power cuts and
shortages of gas, food and other
basic goods. The public anger has
prompted nearly all Cabinet minis-
ters to quit, and scores of lawmak-

ers to leave Rajapaksa’s govern-
ment.

Meanwhile, police said they are
planning to deploy a special secu-
rity arrangement for key locations
such as the President’s House,
Presidential Secretariat, Prime
minister’s residence-cum-office
and Parliament in view of the
growing public protests over the
country’s worst economic crisis.

Sri Lanka is facing its worst eco-
nomic crisis since gaining inde-
pendence from the UK in 1948.

An Indian credit line in a special
economic relief package has only
provided a temporary solution.

India had recently announced to
extend a USD 1 billion line of
credit to Sri Lanka as part of its fi-
nancial assistance to the country to
deal with the economic crisis fol-
lowing a previous USD 500 billion
line of credit in February to help it
purchase petroleum products.

SANAA, April 7 (AP): Yemen’s
exiled president stepped aside and
transferred his powers to a presi-
dential council on Thursday, as in-
ternational and regional efforts to
end the country’s long-running
civil war gained momentum with a
two-month truce.

Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates, major players in the
conflict appear to have
played a role in Presi-
dent Abed Rabbo Man-
sour Hadi’s decision,
quickly welcoming it
with a pledge of $3 bil-
lion in aid. The head of
the new council has
close ties to Riyadh.

Whether the switch
will expedite an end to
the grinding war remains to be
seen, as UN-sponsored negotia-
tions have been at an impasse and
fighting, airstrikes and missile at-
tacks continued until late last
month. The Houthis did not imme-
diately comment on Hadi’s an-
nouncement.

Peter Salisbury, Yemen expert at
the International Crisis Group, de-
scribed the power transfer as “A
Big Deal”. The development, he
tweeted, is the “most consequential
shift in the inner workings of the
anti-Houthi bloc since war began”.

Hadi, 76, said the newly estab-
lished council will run the interna-
tionally recognised government
and lead negotiations with the Iran-
ian-backed Houthis, according to a
statement aired on state-run media.

The move is meant to unify the
anti-Houthi camp after years of in-
fighting and disputes, and was al-
most certainly orchestrated in

Riyadh, where Yemeni
factions were meeting
over the past week to
discuss efforts to end
the war.

“With this declara-
tion a Presidential
Leadership Council
shall be established to
complete the imple-
mentation of the tasks

of the transitional period. I irre-
versibly delegate to the Presidential
Leadership Council my full pow-
ers,” Hadi declared on Yemen’s
state-run TV. Hadi also sacked Vice
President Ali Mohsen al-Ahmar, a
powerful military figure, and also
delegated al-Ahmar’s powers to the
presidential council.

The presidential council is
chaired by Rashad al-Alimi, an ad-
visor to Hadi and former interior
minister with the government of
late strongman President Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh.

Yemen’s president steps aside
amid efforts to end war

SEOUL, April 7 (IANS): Pres-
ident-elect Yoon Suk-yeol
vowed on Thursday to
strengthen deterrence against
North Korea’s nuclear and mis-
sile threats during a visit to a US
military base, his spokesperson
said.

Yoon flew by helicopter to
Camp Humphreys in Pyeong-
taek, 70 km south of Seoul, amid
heightened tensions in the wake
of North Korea’s test-firing of an
intercontinental ballistic missile
last month and concerns that Py-
ongyang could carry out a
nuclear test, Yonhap
news agency re-
ported.

“Strong de-
t e r r e n c e
through the
K o r e a - U S
military al-
liance and
c o m b i n e d
defence pos-
ture cannot
be empha-
sised enough
in a grave inter-
national security
situation surround-
ing the Korean Penin-
sula, including North
Korea’s ICBM launch,” Yoon
was quoted as saying by
spokesperson Bae Hyun-jin.

Bae said Yoon “stated his de-
termination to further increase
the solidarity of the South
Korea-US alliance and
strengthen deterrence and the re-
sponse posture against North
Korea’s nuclear and missile
threats.”

The base, located some 70 km
south of Seoul, serves as the
headquarters of the 28,500-
strong US Forces Korea (USFK)
and the US-led UN Command.

During the visit, Yoon met
Gen Paul LaCamera, com-
mander of USFK and the South
Korea-US Combined Forces
Command (CFC), as well as
Deputy CFC Commander Gen
Kim Seung-kyum.

“The freedom and prosperity
the Republic of Korea enjoys
today were made possible by the
dedication and sacrifice of the
numerous soldiers gone before
us,” he said as he thanked the
troops under LaCamera’s com-
mand.

LaCamera responded that it
would be a dereliction of duty to
not do everything to bring stabil-
ity to the Korean Peninsula, Bae
said. He emphasised the impor-
tance of the “iron-clad alliance”
and thanked the South Korean
people for making the construc-
tion of the base possible.

The CFC is currently in the
process of relocating to Camp
Humphreys from Yongsan in
Seoul, the same area that Yoon is
pushing to move the presidential
office to.

Past presidents-elect, in-
cluding Park Geun-

hye, Lee
Myung-bak and

Roh Moo-
hyun, visited
the CFC in
Yongsan but
not the base
in Pyeong-
taek.

Y o o n
called Camp
Humphreys

the “heart of
the South

Korea-US mili-
tary alliance” and

noted that it was his
first visit to a military

base since his election.
After touring the facilities, he

shared a meal with South Korean
and American troops at the can-
teen and took photos with them
before returning to Seoul Air
Base, just south of the capital,
Bae said.

In a press release later, the
USFK said Gen LaCamera pro-
vided Yoon with an overview of
his commands’ “ironclad” com-
mitment to strengthening the bi-
lateral alliance and providing a
“robust” combined defence pos-
ture for peace on the Korean
Peninsula. It also noted Yoon
conversed with American and
South Korean troops about their
responsibility to defend South
Korea “against any threat or ad-
versary.”

On his way to the base, the
spokesperson said Yoon got an
aerial view of the Samsung
semiconductor plant in Pyeong-
taek and took special interest in
its vast facilities, saying he will
push to elevate the country’s
high-tech industries to a world-
class level.

ISTANBUL, April 7 (AP): A Turkish court
ruled Thursday to suspend the trial in absentia
of 26 Saudis accused in the gruesome killing of
Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi
and for the case to be transferred to Saudi Ara-
bia.

Kaghoggi, a United States resident who
wrote critically about Saudi Crown Prince
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, was killed on
Oct. 2, 2018, at the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul.
He had gone into the consulate for an appoint-
ment to collect documents required for him to
marry his Turkish fiancée, Hatice Cengiz. He
never emerged from the building.

Turkish officials alleged that Khashoggi was
killed and then dismembered with a bone saw
inside the consulate by a team of Saudi agents
sent to Istanbul. The group included a forensic
doctor, intelligence and security officers and in-
dividuals who worked for the crown prince's of-
fice. His remains have not been found.

The Istanbul court's decision comes despite
warnings from human rights groups that turning
the case over to the kingdom would lead to a
cover up of the killing, which has cast suspicion
on the crown prince.

It also comes as Turkey, which is in a deep
economic downturn, has been trying to repair
its troubled relationship with Saudi Arabia and
an array of other countries in its region. Some

media reports have claimed that Riyadh has
made improved relations conditional on Turkey
dropping the case, which had inflamed tensions
between two countries. 

The move would pave the way to a resolution
of disputes between the two regional heavy-
weights since the 2011 Arab Spring, including
Turkey's support for Islamist movements like
the Muslim Brotherhood, which Riyadh consid-
ers a terrorist group. Turkey also sided with
Qatar in a diplomatic dispute that saw Doha
boycotted by Bahrain, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates.

Last week, the prosecutor in the case recom-
mended that it be transferred to the kingdom,
arguing that the trial in Turkey would remain
inconclusive. Turkey's justice minister sup-

ported the recommendation, adding that the trial
in Turkey would resume if the Turkish court is
not satisfied with the outcome of proceedings
in the kingdom. It was not clear, however, if
Saudi Arabia, which has already put some of the
defendants on trial behind closed doors, would
open a new trial. 

During Thursday's hearing, lawyers repre-
senting Cengiz asked the court not to move the
proceedings to Saudi Arabia, the private DHA
news agency reported.

“Let's not entrust the lamb to the wolf,” the
agency quoted lawyer Ali Ceylan as telling the
court, using a Turkish saying. “Let's protect the
honor and dignity of the Turkish nation.” 
The court however, ruled to halt the trial in line
with the Justice Ministry's “positive opinion,”
DHA reported. It also decided to lift arrest war-
rants issued against the defendants and gave the
sides seven days to lodge any opposition.

There was no immediate reaction from Saudi
Arabia to the court's decision.

Human rights advocates had also urged
Turkey not to transfer the case to Saudi Arabia,
arguing that justice for Khashoggi would not be
delivered by Saudi courts. 

At the time of the crime, Turkey apparently
had the Saudi Consulate bugged and shared
audio of the killing with the CIA, among oth-
ers.

Turkey suspends trial of Saudi suspects in Khashoggi killingYoon vows to strengthen 
deterrence against N Korea’s

nuclear, missile threats

Sri Lanka is facing its worst economic crisis since gaining independence from the UK in 1948

LONDON, April 7 (AP): Britain
plans to build eight new nuclear re-
actors and expand production of
wind energy as it seeks to reduce de-
pendence on oil and natural gas
from Russia and other foreign sup-
pliers following the invasion of
Ukraine.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson an-
nounced the plans Thursday as part
of a new energy security strategy
that will also accelerate develop-
ment of solar power and hydrogen
projects. The government said it
wants to almost triple nuclear power
generation capacity to 24 gigawatts
by 2050.

“We're setting out bold plans to
scale up and accelerate affordable,
clean and secure energy made in
Britain, for Britain, from new nu-
clear to offshore wind, in the decade
ahead,'' Johnson said. “This will re-
duce our dependence on power
sources exposed to volatile interna-
tional prices we cannot control.”

UK to build 8 nuclear 
reactors amid new 

energy strategy

Pakistan’s passport
again 4th worst in world

Japan and Singapore continue to share
the number one spot in the ranking

LAHORE, April 7 (IANS): Pak-
istan’s passport has been again
ranked the fourth worst in the
world by the Henley Passport
Index, which grades travel docu-
ments from different countries on
the basis of international mobility
enjoyed by their holders, Express
Tribune reported.

According to the index, Pakistan
is placed on the 109th position on
the list, with visa-free access to
only 31 destinations across the
world. Only three other countries’
passports rank lower than Pak-
istan’s in the world which includes
Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, there was little
change in the top 10 most powerful
passports compared to the last
ranking. Japan and Singapore con-
tinue to share the number one spot
in the ranking, with passport hold-
ers from both countries able to ac-
cess 192 destinations around the
world visa-free, the report said.

The ranking also reveals that
Ukraine has a visa-free/visa-on-ar-
rival score of 143, a ‘record high’
for the country, and now ranks in
34th place, climbing up one spot
since January. Russia trails behind
in 49th place, with a score of 117,
falling from 46th place, which it
held earlier this year.

Meanwhile, the UK passport has
climbed the ranks from 6th place
to 5th with a visa-free score of 187,
while the US passport is one step
behind in 6th place with a score of
186. Afghanistan remains at the
bottom of the ranking with its na-
tionals only able to access 26 des-
tinations visa-free.

BEIJING, April 7 (PTI): China
on Thursday lodged a diplomatic
protest with the US and delivered
a stern warning that it will take
“strong measures” if US House of
Representatives Speaker Nancy
Pelosi visited Taiwan, saying
such a visit would severely im-
pact Beijing-Washington ties.

“China firmly opposes”
Pelosi’s planned visit and has
lodged solemn representation
with the US side, Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesman Zhao
Lijian told a media briefing here
answering questions on her
planned trip.

“Immediately cancel Nancy
Pelosi’s plan to visit Taiwan. Stop
official interactions with Taiwan
and fulfil its commitment to not
supporting Taiwan independence
forces,” Zhao said.

“If the US insists on having its
own way, China will take strong
measures in response to defend
national sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity,” he said.

“All possible consequences
arising out of this will be com-
pletely borne by the US side,” he
said, when asked to outline strong
measures.

“I just made our position clear.
If she does make the visit, China

will take strong measures and the
consequences will be borne by
the US side,” he said.

Stressing that China will take
resolute and forceful measures to
firmly defend national sover-
eignty and territorial integrity,
Zhao warned that the conse-
quences of any visit will be borne
by the US.  

China claims self-ruled Taiwan
as part of its mainland and vows
to integrate it. Beijing in recent
months ratcheted up its military
activities around Taiwan amid as-
sertion by the Taiwanese politi-
cians that China could attempt

action similar to that of Russia’s
military invasion of Ukraine.

Reports from the US said that
Pelosi plans to visit Taiwan on
Sunday after a trip to Japan. This
will be the first visit by a US of-
ficial holding a high office to Tai-
wan in 25 years.

Also Sunday marks the 43rd
anniversary of the US-Taiwan
Relations Act, which outlines
America’s commitment to defend
Taiwan, though Washington is
committed to maintaining One-
China policy.

Zhao said China firmly op-
poses all forms of official interac-
tions between the US and Taiwan.

“The US Congress is part of
the US government. It should fol-
low the One-China policy of the
US government. If speaker Nancy
Pelosi visits Taiwan it will se-
verely violate “One China princi-
ple” as stipulated in the three
joint communique between the
two countries,” he said.  

“It gravely undermines China’s
sovereignty, territorial integrity
and seriously impacts the politi-
cal foundation of China-US rela-
tions,” Zhao said, adding that “it
will also send a very wrong signal
to the Taiwan independence
forces”.

China protests to US over Pelosi’s planned
visit to Taiwan, warns strong measures

BEIJING, April 7 (AP): Residents of Shang-
hai are struggling to get meat, rice and other
food supplies under anti-coronavirus controls
that confine most of its 25 million people in
their homes, fuelling frustration as the govern-
ment tries to contain a spreading outbreak.

People in China’s business capital complain
that online grocers often are sold out. Some re-
ceived government food packages meat and
vegetables for a few days. But with no word on
when they will be allowed out, anxiety is ris-
ing.

Zhang Yu, 33, said her household of eight
eats three meals a day but has cut back to noo-
dles for lunch. They got no government sup-
plies.

“It’s not easy to keep this up,” said Zhang,
who starts shopping online at 7 a.m.

“We read on the news there is (food), but we
just can’t buy it,” she said. “As soon as you go
to the grocery shopping app, it says today’s or-
ders are filled.”

The complaints are an embarrassment for the
ruling Communist Party during a politically
sensitive year when President Xi Jinping is ex-
pected to try to break with tradition and award
himself a third five-year term as leader.

Shanghai highlights the soaring human and
economic cost of China’s “zero-COVID” strat-
egy that aims to isolate every infected person.

On Thursday, the government reported
23,107 new cases nationwide, all but 1,323 of

which had no symptoms. That included 19,989
in Shanghai, where only 329 had symptoms.

Complaints about food shortages began after
Shanghai closed segments of the city on March
28.

Plans called for four-day closures of districts
while residents were tested. That changed to an
indefinite citywide shutdown after case num-
bers soared. Shoppers who got little warning
stripped supermarket shelves.

City officials apologized publicly last week
and promised to improve food supplies.

Officials say Shanghai, home of the world’s
busiest port and China’s main stock exchange,
has enough food. But a deputy mayor, Chen
Tong, acknowledged Thursday getting it the
“last 100 meters” to households is a challenge.

“Shanghai’s battle against the epidemic has
reached the most critical moment,” Chen said
at a news conference, according to state media.
He said officials “must go all out to get living

supplies to the city’s 25 million people.”
At the same event, a vice president of

Meituan, China’s biggest food delivery plat-
form, blamed a shortage of staff and vehicles,
according to a transcript released by the com-
pany. The executive, Mao Fang, said Meituan
has moved automated delivery vehicles and
nearly 1,000 extra employees to Shanghai.

Another online grocer, Dingdong Maicai,
said it shifted 500 employees in Shanghai from
other posts to making deliveries.

Li Xiaoliang, an employee of a courier com-
pany, complained the government overlooks
people living in hotels. He said he is sharing a
room with two coworkers after positive cases
were found near his rented house.

Li, 30, said they brought instant noodles but
those ran out. Now, they eat one meal a day of
40 yuan ($6) lunch boxes ordered at the front
desk, but the vendor sometimes doesn’t deliver.
On Thursday, Li said he had only water all day.

The local government office “clearly said that
they didn’t care about those staying in the hotel
and left us to find our own way,” Li said. “What
we need most now is supplies, food.”

After residents of a Shanghai apartment com-
plex stood on their balconies to sing this week
in a possible protest, a drone flew overhead and
broadcast the message: “Control the soul’s de-
sire for freedom and do not open the window to
sing. This behaviour has the risk of spreading
the epidemic.”

Shanghai wrestles with food
shortages under virus shutdown

BEIJING, April 7 (PTI): China
on Thursday successfully launched
a new Earth observation satellite
which will become part of its land-
sea radar satellite constellation and
capture fine-resolution images to
help Beijing safeguard its maritime
rights and interests.

The satellite Gaofen-3 03 was
launched from Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Centre by a Long March-
4C rocket and has entered the
planned orbit successfully.

The satellite will be networked
with the orbiting Gaofen-3 and
Gaofen-3 02 satellites to form a
land-sea radar satellite constellation
and capture reliable, stable syn-
thetic aperture radar (SAR) images.

Earth Observation (EO) satel-
lites produce a large number of
SAR images every day. SAR im-
ages have attracted much atten-
tion due to their all-weather
operation, high spatial resolution,
and recent improvements in pro-
cessing these images.

China successfully
launches new satellite

for Earth observation
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From its tense opening to its
edgy end, 'All The Old
Knives' is a film that capti-

vates the viewer. Masterfully plotted,
director Janus Metz Pedersen man-
ages to create a patient thriller from
Olen Steinhauer's screenplay, which
is adapted from the novel of the
same name, authored by Steinhauer.

The film stars Chris Pine as Henry
Pelham and Thandiwe Newton as
Celia Harrison, both CIA officers
and star-crossed lovers whose rela-
tionship was shattered by a terrorist
hijacking that occurred eight years
earlier.

Henry travels from Vienna to

Carmel-by-the-Sea, California, to
meet Celia, where she now resides
with a husband and two children.
The two of them meet over dinner as
Henry, who is still stationed at the
CIA office in Vienna, learnt from
Ilyas Shishani (Orli Shuka), one of
his contacts, who confessed before
his death that the hijackers of the ill-
fated Flight Turkish Airline 127
were successful because of a mole in
the CIA. Still reeling under this
high-profile incident, Pelham's boss
Vick Wallinger (Laurence Fish-
burne), keen on discovering who the
mole was, assigns Pelham to check
on retired Bill Compton (Jonathan

Pryce), who now
lives in London, and
Celia Harrison, who
after the Austrian de-
bacle, decided she's
had enough and left
the agency to settle
down to live an ordi-
nary life in Califor-
nia. Narrated in a
non-linear manner,
the plot unravels at a
slow pace, in an un-
usual fashion, around
the dining table
where Henry is eager
to clear her name but
perhaps more in-
tensely interested in
discovering why she
had left him behind
in Austria.

The film expertly

manipulates the
mood and atmos-
phere by juxtaposi-
tioning scenes from
the past with those in
the present.

Pine and Newton
are compelling actors
and share great on-
screen chemistry, al-
beit one potentially
born out of lust, but it
is strong enough for
the viewers to won-
der alongside Henry
why exactly did she
run and run so far

away. Since
the narra-
tive re-
volves
around
the duo,

the rest of the sup-
porting cast hardly
has any scope to dis-
play their perform-
ances.

On the visual front,
DOP Charlotte Bruus
Christensen's frames
are impressive. She
combines her skill
sets and palettes in-
triguingly and solidi-
fies two distinct vibes
across the film's
timelines. The visuals
and the soundtrack
are meshed effort-
lessly by Mark Eck-
ersley's astute
editing. Overall, the
film is a fascinating
slow-burn, complex
and immersive. IANS

MUMBAI, April 7
(IANS): Actor Sikandar
Kher, who has been shoot-
ing for multiple projects,
completed the shoot of
three extremely lengthy
projects within a span of
60 days.

The projects in the said
mix are the crime thriller
web-show, 'Chidiya Udd',
the Siddharth-Garima di-
rector duo's feature film
based on surrogacy, called
'Dukaan' and an untitled
web-show based out of

Kolkata with an OTT
giant.

Commenting on the oc-
casion, the actor says,
"Working back to back on
multiple projects is quite
draining, but if you ask
me, it is equally exciting
as well. If you're in love
with the craft, then you'll
most definitely have a
blast while shooting for
multiple projects, which is
what happened with me."

"All these three projects
are extremely special as all

of them involve me
playing extremely differ-
ent and interesting kinds of
roles. I look forward to
getting even busier in the
future and probably
achieving new records
with respect to project
completions in given time-
lines", he added.

Sikandar was last seen in
Sushmita Sen starrer
'Aarya 2' which followed
the journey of a widow
avenging her husband's
death by a gang.

LOS ANGELES, April 7 (IANS):
Deacon Frey, the son of Glenn Frey,
the frontman for the rock band 'Ea-
gles' and its founding member, has
left the rock band after working with
them for five years. Deacon stepped
into the shoes of his father and sang
for the band after the latter's demise
in 2016 following complications of
rheumatoid arthritis, reports 'Vari-
ety'. As per 'Variety', a band
spokesperson says he will not be re-
placed on the upcoming dates on the
Eagles' ongoing 'Hotel California'
tour, which resumes after a lull on
April 19 and continues through the
end of June. The representative said,
"Deacon's bandmates will take over
his tour duties in his absence."

In a statement attributed to the en-
tire group on its website, the band
said, "Deacon Frey has devoted the
past four and a half years to carrying
on his father's legacy and, after some

weeks of reflection, he
now feels that it is
time for him to
forge his own
path. We under-
stand, com-
pletely, and we
support him in
whatever he
wishes to
pursue in
the years
ahead."

The

statement further read, "In the wake
of his dad's demise, Deacon, at age
24, did an extraordinary thing by
stepping from relative anonymity
into the very public world of his fa-
ther's long illustrious career. We are
grateful to Deacon for his ad-
mirable efforts and we wish him
well as he charts his future."

Wishing Deacon the very best
for the journey that lies ahead
of him, the statement concli-
uded by saying, "Deacon's
'Eagles' Family will al-
ways be here to sur-
round him with
love, sup-

port
and

good-
will, and he

is always wel-
come to join us onstage at
any future concerts, if he so

desires. We hope our fans will join
us in wishing Deacon the very best
as he moves into the next phase of
his career."

Deacon had already been absent
from the group's shows earlier this
year, which should offer a model for
how future concerts will proceed.
Currently, the Eagles have listed tour
dates only running through June 26
in London's Hyde Park, with none
yet announced for after Gill's solo
tour in July and August.

The 'Hotel California' tour,
after resuming April 19 in
Columbus, Ohio, will move

through some Southern states - in-
cluding two nights at Nashville's
Bridgestone Arena April 28-29 - be-
fore wrapping up its U.S. run May
28 at Las Vegas' MGM Grand Gar-
den Arena, where it started prior to
the pandemic. Five U.K. dates fol-
low in the second half of June.

SIKANDAR KHER 
wraps up three
projects in just 
60 days

Masterfully plotted, complex,
and immersive slow burn

Set in the fictional state of
Harit Pradesh, the arro-
gant and pompous Chief

Minister Ganga Ram Chaudhary
(Abhishek Bachchan) is arrested
for a scam. But before getting
locked up in judicial custody, he
relinquishes his position in
favour of his wife, Bimla Devi
(Nimrit Kaur), and remote con-
trols the state from behind the
bars.

In prison, he is pampered by
his sycophants till the arrival of
super inspector, Jyoti Deswal
(Yami Gautam), who insists that
one should be assigned work ac-
cording to one's level of educa-
tion.

Since Ganga Ram Chaudhary
is only eighth-passed, he is eligi-

ble to work as a gardener, car-
penter, or any other menial work.
But being the CM and a man of
clout, his pride is injured.

He tries seeking his wife's help
to get Inspector Jyoti transferred,
but she blatantly refuses, citing a
perception issue.

When he learns that prisoners
who study are exempted from
working in prisons, he contem-
plates appearing for the Second-
ary School Certificate exam,
which is the tenth standard or
"Dasvi" in Hindi.

But when he realises that edu-
cation empowers you, he takes
up the challenge, and how with
the help of other inmates, he
works towards studying for the
exam forms the crux of the narra-

tive. Being a satire, the writers
have crafted a vitreous cocktail
of naked ambition and blustery
bravado with a distinctly bitter
aftertaste. On the face of it, you
chuckle constantly, but subcon-
sciously you realise the sad state
of affairs that prevails. While the
writing is good in parts, it is also
the weakest element of the film
as the narrative lacks chutzpah.

On the performance front, the
film is an outright Abhishek
Bachchan canvas. He plays the
big-headed, self-important politi-
cian who mellows with time to
perfection. He is aptly supported
by Nimrit Kaur as his timid wife,
who suddenly tastes power, and
faster than a chameleon changes
its colour, she transforms herself

into a bumbling shrewd charac-
ter who lacks any real conviction
other than a desire for power and
position.

Coming to Yami Gautam as the
super-strict police inspector, de-
spite delivering a competent per-
formance, she does not have the
persona to play such a character
she seems to be a misfit in the
film, and the makers of the film
are solely to be blamed for it.

The rest of the supporting cast
are flat stock characters who
have their moments of limited
on-screen glory.

The music and songs in the
film appear of mediocre quality
with oft-heard tunes.

Overall, the film is fairly enter-
taining and engaging.

‘ALL THE OLD KNIVES’

‘Dasvi’: Underlying message and
good performances elevate this film

MUMBAI, April 7
(IANS): Actress Nimrat
Kaur shares how she put
on 15 kgs for her new
film 'Dasvi' on 'The
Kapil Sharma Show'.

During a conversation,
when Kapil Sharma
asked Nimrat to elabo-
rate on her weight gain
process to which, Nimrat
replies: "I had time, I
had six months in hand
so I put on weight at my
own pace. I ate lots and
enjoyed myself."

Nimrat is seen essay-
ing an interesting char-
acter of Bimmo, wife of
Ganga Ram Chaudhary
portrayed by Abhishek
Bachchan.

Archana Puran Singh
then asked her the reason
for the weight gain to

which Nimrat
further adds:
"This was a
creative deci-
sion. Tushar
(Tushar Jalota),
who is the
film's director,
wanted me to look
different from all
my previous charac-
ters on screen. After
the film, losing
weight was also a
long process."

Abhishek Bachchan
then reveals that he had
around 6 weeks after his
film 'Bob Biswas' to
lose weight for 'Dasvi'.

'The Kapil Sharma
Show' airs on Sony
Entertainment Televi-
sion.

PULLING HER
WEIGHT: 
NIMRAT KAUR
ON HOW
SHE GOT
FAT FOR
‘DASVI’

Deacon Frey exits ‘Eagles’ after 5yrs
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MADRID, April 7 (IANS):
Villarreal claimed a 1-0 lead at
home against Bayern Munich in
their Champions League quar-
terfinal first-leg tie here on
Wednesday.

Arnaut Danjuma's eighth-
minute goal gave the Spanish
Europa League champions the
win and Unai Emery's men were
unlucky not to take an even
greater league to Munich next
week. Danjuma opened the
scoring in the eighth minute
when he was in the right place
to get a touch on Dani Parejo's
effort to direct the ball past
Manuel Neuer.

Villarreal were looking confi-
dent and looking to take the
game to Bayern, who had plenty
of the ball, but didn't seem to
have much idea what to do with
it, reports Xinhua.

Coquelin thought he had dou-

bled Villarreal's lead four min-
utes before the break when his
cross from the left beat Neuer
and floated into the far corner of
the net, but the goal was ruled
out because striker Gerard
Moreno was offside in the
buildup.

Things didn't improve for
Bayern in the second half with
Moreno intercepting a poor pass
from Neuer and sliding the ball
just wide from 40 meters while
at the other end, Pau Torres got
a head on the ball to deflect
Coman's goalbound effort.

Moreno then hit the post from
20-meters as the game remained
wide open, with Bayern looking
to attack, while Villarreal tried
to take advantage of the spaces
they left on the break.

There were no further goals
and the tie will be decided next
Tuesday (IST) in Germany.

BHOPAL, April 7 (IANS):
Hockey Haryana rode on seven
goals by Rohit to thrash Assam
Hockey 21-1 in the 12th Hockey
India Senior Men National
Championship 2022 here on
Thursday.

The tournament witnessed
high octane action on Day 2 as
the Hockey Unit of Tamil Nadu
and Hockey Association of
Odisha too registered big wins.

In the first match of the day in
Pool G, the Hockey Unit of Tamil
Nadu ran out 4-0 winners against
Hockey Madhya Pradesh. Sun-
darapandi (33', 59'), Dinesh
Kumar (3') and Saravana Kumar
(40') delivered the goals for the
Hockey Unit of Tamil Nadu.

It was Hockey Haryana that
laid down the marker with a 21-
1 victory over Assam Hockey in
Pool H.

Rohit (17', 19', 22', 32', 38', 39',
47') led the charge with seven
goals to his name, followed by
Deepak (5', 55', 59'), Pankaj (12',
55'), Prince (27', 28'), Deepak
(34', 46'), Pankaj (44', 52'), Mohit
(36', 50') and Pardeep Rana (57'),
who all added to the score sheet
with their efforts. Mohd Salman
Khan (34') pulled one goal back
for Assam Hockey.

In the second Pool H match of
the day, the Hockey Association
of Odisha emerged with a con-
vincing 10-0 win against Goans
Hockey.

Captain Sudeep Chirmako
(38', 52', 55', 57') led from the
front with four goals, while
Amandeep Lakra (45', 49'), Pra-
jukt Nag (9'), Rajin 'andulna
(31'), Anugr'h Kujur (47') and
Matiyas Dang (59') also chipped
in with goals.

LONDON, April 7 (IANS): Real Madrid
have one foot in the door of the UEFA
Champions League semifinal after Karim
Benzema, with a stunning hat-trick, bullied
Chelsea 3-1 here on Thursday.

Benzema opened the scoring in the 21st
minute as he got a great cross from Vinicius
and headed it into the back of the net to
give the visitors a 1-0 lead at Stamford
Bridge.

Three minutes later he did it again as this
time it was Luka Modric with a super serv-
ice to Benzema who again managed to head
the ball into the net to double Real Madrid's
lead.

In the 30th minute it was Militao again
off a Toni Kroos corner but this time his
header went right into the hands of Mendy.
Chelsea reduced Madrid's lead to one as
Kai Havertz in the 40th minute was able to
head one in past Courtois.

Kai Havertz dragged Chelsea back into
the contest from nowhere before half-time,
but the luckless Edouard Mendy gifted
Benzema his hat-trick goal with an under-
sold pass.

A minute into the second-half Real
Madrid regained its two-goal lead as Ben-
zema was able to intercept a weak pass
from Mendy the keeper who was out of his
net and managed to shoot the ball into the
empty cage.

The prolific striker moved his competi-
tion goal return to 13 in just seven matches.
Benzema took his season's tally to 37 goals
in 36 matches for Real, handing his side a
major chance of making the semifinals in
their bid to land a 14th Champions League

title.
The final whistle blew after

five minutes of added time and
Real Madrid had pulled off an im-
pressive win on the road thanks to
another hat-trick from their star
striker Karim Benzema.

After watching his side fall to a
3-1 defeat in the Champions
League, Chelsea coach Thomas
Tuchel reflected on a below-par
performance from his side.

"It is a heavy loss. It was one of
the worst first halves that I saw
from us here at Stamford Bridge.
At this kind of level you cannot
play like this individually or as a
team," Tuchel told to Chelsea of-
ficial website.

"From all of us, we were by far
not good enough; we were not
doing what we are used to doing.
The first half was so far from any
standards that we set ourselves,"
he said.

Tuchel pinpointed a lack of
precision in the pass and strength
in the tackle as reasons behind the
difficult first half, while chances
spurned after the break also
proved costly.

The return leg is scheduled
for next Tuesday, April 12 in
Madrid at the Estadio Santiago
Bernabeu where Real Madrid
will look to book their spot in
the semifinals of the UEFA
Champions League.

MUMBAI, April 7 (IANS): Royal
Challengers Bangalore (RCB) all-
rounder Glenn Maxwell on Thurs-
day showered praise on captain Faf
du Plessis, saying that the former
South Africa captain leads by exam-
ple with his actions and performs
really well.

In Bangalore's campaign till now
of two wins and one loss, du Plessis
has earned praise from all quarters
for his leadership of the franchise
and opening the batting with his
predecessor Virat Kohli.

“We’re really happy with Faf (du
Plessis) at the helm. We think he's
going to do a great job for the fran-
chise and even the way he started,
you can tel' he's got the respect of
everyone in the room. Not only
does he lead by example with his
actions; but he also performs really
well. To have a guy of his quality at
the top of the order is something
that's great for the franchise,” said
Maxwell in a video of the 'Bold Di-
aries' series on Thursday.

Maxwell also felt that apart from
having du Plessis as captain, the
team is strong enough to go all the
way to the trophy. “And hopefully,
the senior guys around can help him
out as well. So, it's not just him
shouldering all that workload we'd

potentially have seen in the previ-
ous years at RCB.”

“To have, I suppose, a solid lead-
ership group behind him to sort of
feel like it's not just him out there
having to shoulder all the load.
Hopefully, we can help him out at
different stages. But we're very for-
tunate with the squad that we've got.
We believe it's a winning squad.”
Maxwell had words of praise for
wicketkeeper-batter Dinesh
Karthik, who has been churning out
finishing touches for Bangalore, es-
pecially with an unbeaten 23-ball 44
against Rajasthan Royals. “I’ve
been watching, and I think Anuj
Rawat our own (youngster), he's
very exciting. Who I have been re-
ally excited by actually, was one of
the old fellas, Dinesh Karthik.”

“He's been awesome. Just come
in great form. Old fella's still doing
it. I played with him in 2013 in
Mumbai. Nine years later, we find
ourselves back in the same change
room. So, to see him go really well,
and start well for us is awesome for
us. We love having that depth in our
batting order and he certainly gives
it to us." Maxwell is now available
to turn out for Bangalore when they
face Mumbai Indians on Saturday
in Pune. He had missed the first few
matches due to his wedding to In-
dian-origin pharmacist Vini Raman
in Melbourne and had to wait for
Australia's series against Pakistan to
end on April 5 as Cricket Australia
rules don't allow their contracted
players to play domestic T20 com-
petitions when international
matches are on. “I’m glad I look fit.
I don't know. I don't exactly feel it.
I haven't done much over the last
few weeks. I was looking forward
to getting over here. I know I had a
week from when I landed to the first
game that I was playing, so, I
wanted to do that as preparation
time and know that I can get myself
up to match ready for that first
game. I just can't wait for the night
to get back out there with the guys,"
stated the all-rounder.

Real MadRid stun Chelsea
with 3-1 win

Seven ISL clubs confirm to participate in new football league

Du Plessis leads by example; performs
really well, says Glenn Maxwell

MADRID, April 7 (IANS): FC
Barcelona will continue their
challenge for a title this season
when they visit Eintracht Frank-
furt in the first-leg of their Europa
League quarterfinal on Thursday.

Coach Xavi Hernandez is with-
out right back Sergino Dest and
forward Memphis Depay though
injury, while Luuk de Jong also
misses out after testing positive
for Covid-19 at the end of last
week and Dani Alves isn't in-
cluded in Barca's squad for Eu-
rope.

Meanwhile Sergi Roberto,
Samuel Umtiti and Ansu Fati are
long-term absentees, who have
also remained in Barcelona to
continue their recovery process.

The absence of Alaves is a
problem for Xavi, who will prob-
ably have to play Oscar
Mingueza, who doesn't seem to
form part of the coach's plans, at
right back, while he could make
some rotations in central defense,
with Eric Garcia in for Ronald
Araujo.

The club and Araujo seem to be
close to agreement for the
Uruguayan defender to extend his

contract with the club and a new
deal could now be signed in the
coming days after several months
of on-off discussions, reports
Xinhua. 

Talks are also ongoing with
winger Ousmane Dembele, who
looked to have a foot out of the
door after rejecting a new con-
tract in January. 

Xavi has maintained faith in
the Frenchman despite many
wanting the winger to be left in
the stands for the rest of the sea-
son and the coach has been re-
warded with a series of
impressive performances.

Barca's 1-0 win at the weekend
over Sevilla lifted them to second
in LaLiga with Pedri's excellent
goal assuring the points and the
18-year-old will again be Barca's
focal point in Germany. 

Eintracht are currently ninth in
the Bundesliga and Barca have to
be seen as clear favorites, but the
German side showed when they
knocked Betis out of the last
round that they are a dangerous
side on the break and Barca will
have to avoid any lapses of con-
centration in possession.

MUMBAI, April 7 (IANS):
Seven clubs from the Indian
Super League (ISL) will vie for
top honour in the inaugural Re-
liance Foundation Develop-
ment League (RFDL) in Goa,
scheduled to be held from April
15 to May 12, it was announced
today.

Seven clubs, Bengaluru FC,
Chennaiyin FC, FC Goa,
Jamshedpur FC, Kerala
Blasters FC, Mumbai City FC
and Hyderabad FC, will be
joined by a team from the Re-
liance Foundation Young

Champs (RFYC) in the new
football league.

The ISL clubs have con-
firmed their participation for
this first of its kind initiative in
India that will provide a unique
opportunity for emerging play-
ers to compete against the best
talent in their age group from
across the country.

The added bonus for teams
that finish in the top two at the
end of the league will be given
the chance to participate at the
Next Gen Cup to be hosted in
the United Kingdom for the

first time later this year.
The Next Gen Cup will be

hosted by the Premier League
(PL) as part of its longstanding
partnership with the ISL to sup-
port the development of foot-
ball in India.

The top two teams from the
RF Development League will
be joined by selected PL Club
youth teams, providing Indian
players the chance to experi-
ence playing in the UK and
competing against academy
sides from the most watched
football league in the world.

The PL and its clubs will also
provide digital knowledge shar-
ing workshops to best support
the ISL clubs involved.

Speaking on the develop-
ment, Nita M. Ambani,
Founder and Chairperson, Re-
liance Foundation, said, "I am
thrilled about this unique op-
portunity that the Reliance
Foundation Development
League will offer to young
players across the country.
They are the future of Indian
football, and I am convinced
that providing them the plat-

form to play against the best
players in their age group will
help them grow. 

This league is yet another
step towards creating a world-
class ecosystem to develop the
tremendous potential for foot-
ball in India. 

As we emerge from the pan-
demic, I am sure the youngsters
will cherish the chance to get
back on the field and show us
their talent."

Players born on or after Jan-
uary 1, 2001 will be eligible to
participate in the league but

each team has been granted per-
mission to include up to 5 play-
ers born on or after January 1,
1999 in their squads. No more
than three such players will be
permitted to be part of the play-
ing XI at all times. 

Each club can travel to Goa
with a maximum of 24 players
but no foreign nationals can be
included in their squads.

The Reliance Foundation De-
velopment League will be
played on a single round robin
basis, allowing each team to
feature in seven matches. To

ensure playing standards are
maintained, the schedule will
permit two full days of rest be-
tween games and a four day
window of no matches halfway
through the competition.

The matches will be played
at two grounds in South Goa,
with three training grounds
available to the teams to pre-
pare for their encounters. 

The teams are expected to ar-
rive in Goa by April 12 and
train for the next two days be-
fore the tournament com-
mences.

Villarreal win 
quarterfinal first-leg

thriller 1-0 against
Bayern Munich

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Hockey nat’ls: Rohit
scores seven as Haryana

thrash Assam 21-1

Barcelona to travel as 
favourites in Europa League

tie against Frankfurt

MUMBAI, April 7 (IANS): For-
mer South Africa captain Graeme
Smith believes that having 'match-
winners' David Warner and Anrich
Nortje in the playing eleven of
Delhi Capitals will ensure the duo
can win the matches single-hand-
edly.

Warner and Nortje missed the
first two matches of Delhi due to
varying reasons. But they are now
available for selection when Delhi
face Lucknow Super Giants at the
DY Patil Stadium later on Thursday.

"If you have got Warner and
Nortje fit and ready to go, you sim-
ply pick them. It's a no-brainer.

They are match-winners and could
win you games single-handedly. It
will add impactful players to your
line-up and that in T20s is hugely
important," Smith was quoted as
saying by cricket.com.

If Warner opens alongside Prithvi
Shaw against Lucknow, it will be
his first match for Delhi in this sea-
son, especially after starting his IPL
journey with them from 2009 till
2013. Warner then went on to be a
success for Sunrisers Hyderabad,
leading them to the trophy in 2016
as well as smashing runs at will. But
a rough run in last two seasons
meant Warner wasn't retained by

Hyderabad and in mega auction,
Delhi picked him up.

Smith, who won the inaugural
edition of the IPL with Rajasthan
Royals in 2008, feels that Warner
coming in will take huge pressure
off Shaw and captain Rishabh Pant
in the batting order. "We know
Warner is not the easiest character
but if you can get him in the right
frame of mind and keep him moti-
vated, I think he could be a huge
asset. We saw that in SRH. He led
them from the front and then things
kind of wobbled and fell apart.

"(Ricky) Ponting will know him
well and how to get the best out of

him. He will have a very clear
mindset of how to use Warner. We
saw him in the World Cup and he
still has got a lot of ability. He is de-
structive and him and Prithvi Shaw
up the order could take a lot of pres-
sure off Pant."

On the other hand, Nortje was re-
tained by the Capitals ahead of
countrymate Kagiso Rabada due to
stellar job in 2020 and 2021 sea-
sons. But the explosive pacer hasn't
played any cricket since the Men's
T20 World Cup in October-Novem-
ber last year due to injuries. But
with Nortje available for selection
now, Smith feels his presence will

make Delhi's bowling line-up
stronger.

"Anrich Nortje for me is still a lit-
tle bit of a lottery. He is coming off
a big injury and hasn't played any
cricket since the T20 World Cup.
They might take a longer-term view
on him and they would want some-
one like him to have some game-
time and get better and better. He is
looking fit, he is looking healthy
and could be the man for them that
could make a big impact. He bowls
quick and can get you those big
wickets. Delhi would want him into
this competition as quickly as pos-
sible."

IPL 2022: Warner, Nortje are match-winners;
can win games single-handedly, says Smith
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Punjab Kings vs Gujarat Titans: Ferguson vs 
Livingstone could be one of IPL’s hottest battles
MUMBAI, April 7 (PTI): Gujarat
Titans' lethal pace attack is all set to
ask some probing questions to the dy-
namic Punjab Kings top-order when
the two teams lock horns in an IPL
match on Friday. In terms of compo-
sition and balance, both Gujarat and
Punjab are very different and that
makes for an enticing contest on a
Brabourne Stadium track where runs
are always on offer.

Punjab in their three games have
shown that the approach this year
would be to go hammer and tongs
during the Powerplay overs and set
the tempo for the rest of the innings.

In IPL however, there are some in-
triguing sub-plots that make it an en-
gaging Friday. It will be a battle
between Punjab's costliest buy (apart
from skipper Mayank Agarwal's re-
tention) Liam Livingstone and New
Zealand's speed merchant Lockie Fer-
guson.

Having literally terrorised Delhi
Capitals' Mandeep Singh with his
pace and steep bounce in the earlier
game, expect Ferguson to unleash his
thunderbolts on Livingstone, who had
taken the CSK attack to cleaners in the
previous game with his 32-ball-60.

Ferguson and Mohammed Shami
make for the most potent new ball pair
after the first two weeks. With head
coach Anil Kumble they would like to

devise a strategy to keep Punjab Kings
under check during the Powerplay
overs. Hardik Pandya again bowling
full tilt and touching 140 clicks also
adds to the potency of the Gujarat at-
tack but their batting still looks a bit
questionable save Shubman Gill and
skipper Pandya.

While senior openers Shikhar
Dhawan and skipper Agarwal are yet
to make significant contributions, it
would be an onerous job against the
Titans attack.

It is the middle-order of Bhanuka
Rajapaksa, Livingstone and new-
comer Jitesh Sharma, that is expected
to provide fireworks with M Shahrukh
Khan and Odean Smith at the rear.

They would like to target the weak
Indian bowlers like Rahul Tewatia and
Varun Aaron, who is known for leak-
ing runs in all these years of IPL.

However where Gujarat might face
problems is in the batting front.
Shubhman Gill is the only assured
batter they have till now.

In the first match against Lucknow,
they didn't have to chase much and the
second game saw them defend 170
odd purely because of their opening
bowling depth. Vijay Shankar as a
top-order batter has looked far from
convincing and Matthew Wade hasn't
yet hit the rhythm although he is ca-
pable of big hits.

Abhinav Manohar is very new at

this stage while Tewatia and David
Miller aren't exactly known for their
consistency.

In case of Punjab, they have two
match-winning bowlers in Kagiso
Rabada and leg-spinner Rahul Chahar
but Arshdeep Singh, debutant Vaibhav
Arora and Livingstione himself did a
commendable job against Chennai.

Teams:
Punjab Kings (from): Mayank

Agarwal (c), Shikhar Dhawan, Ar-
shdeep Singh, Kagiso Rabada, Jonny
Bairstow, Rahul Chahar, Harpreet
Brar, Shahrukh Khan, Prabhsimran
Singh, Jitesh Sharma, Ishan Porel,
Liam Livingstone, Odean Smith,
Sandeep Sharma, Raj Angad Bawa,
Rishi Dhawan, Prerak Mankad, Vaib-
hav Arora, Writtick Chatterjee, Baltej
Dhanda, Ansh Patel, Nathan Ellis,
Atharva Taide, Bhanuka Rajapaksa,
Benny Howell.

Gujarat Titans: Hardik Pandya
(Captain), Rashid Khan, Shubman
Gill, Mohammed Shami, Lockie Fer-
guson, Abhinav Sadarangani, Rahul
Tewatia, Noor Ahmed, Sai Kishore,
Vijay Shankar, Jayant Yadav, Dominic
Drakes, Darshan Nalkande, Yash
Dayal, Alzarri Joseph, Pradeep Sang-
wan, David Miller, Wriddhiman Saha,
Matthew Wade, Varun Aaron, B Sai
Sudharshan.

Match starts at 7:30 pm.

SUNCHEON, April 7 (PTI):
Ace Indian shuttlers PV Sindhu
and Kidambi Srikanth pro-
gressed to the quarterfinals but
Lakshya Sen was ousted after
losing his second-round match at
the Korea Open Super 500 bad-
minton tournament here on
Thursday.

World number seven Sindhu,
a two-time Olympic medallist,
got the better of world number
26 Japan's Aya Ohori 21-15 21-
10 in a lop-sided contest to take
her head-to-head count against
the Japanese to an overwhelming
12-0.

The third seeded Indian will
next face familiar foe in Thai-

land's Busanan Ongbamrung-
phan, whom she had defeated in
the final of the Swiss Open last
month. The former world cham-
pion, who has claimed two
Super 300 titles this season at
Syed Modi International and
Swiss Open, enjoys a 16-1 lead
in 17 meetings against the world
number 11 Thai.

World championship silver
medallist Srikanth saw off Is-
rael's Misha Zilberman 21-18
21-6 to set up a clash with local
hope and former world no 1 Son
Wan ho.

Commonwealth Games silver
medallists and world no seven
pairing of Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
defeated Singapore's Hee Yong

Kai Terry and Loh Kean Hean
21-15 21-19 in 36 minutes to

also advance to the quarterfinals.
World championship bronze

medallist Sen, ranked ninth in
the world, went down 20-22 9-
21 to world number 24 Shesar
Hiren Rhustavito in 33 minutes.

The country's other fast-rising
shuttler Malvika Bansod also
failed to advance to the quarter-
finals as she was brushed aside
by Thailand's Pornpawee
Chochuwong 8-21 14-21 in a
second round women's singles
clash that lasted 39 minutes.

It was curtains for the mixed
doubles pair of Sumeeth Reddy
and Ashwini Ponnappa as well.
The duo fought hard but eventu-
ally went down 20-22 21-18 14-

21 to the fifth seed Chinese com-
bine of Ou Xuan Yi and Huang
Ya Qiong in a gruelling battle
that lasted close to an hour.

Men's pairing of MR Arjun
and Dhruv Kapila, however, re-
tired while lagging 5-8 in the
first game against second seeded
Indonesian pair of Mohammad
Ahsan and Hendra Setiawan.

During the 37-minute second
round match, Sindhu didn't look
in too much trouble as she kept
things under control to reign
supreme.

The Indian made a good start
and only once did Ohori take a
slender one-point lead at 8-7 but
it was erased in no time as she

comfortably closed out the open-
ing game.

The Japanese did try to make
a comeback in the second with a
8-4 lead but it was dealt with au-
thority with Sindhu grabbing 17
of the next 19 points to bang the
door on her opponent.

Earlier, sixth seed Sen, who
has been in sensational form in
the last six months with back-to-
back final finishes at German
Open and All England Champi-
onships, was pipped by Rhus-
tavito in the closely-fought first
game. The 20-year-old Indian
then lost steam and struggled in
the second to concede the tie
meekly.

Sindhu, Srikanth storm into quarters; Sen, Bansod out of Korea Open

HT Bureau
DIPHU, April 7: Pokhila Engtipi
of Rongchedon has been awarded
with the Best Sports Achiever
Award by American University
for Global Peace, USA and Inter-
national Forum for Anti-Corrup-
tion in a function held at
Constitutional Club of India, Rafi
Marg, New Delhi on April 6.

The award is in recognition of
her outstanding achievement in
athletics. She also received an-
other award from American Uni-
versity for Global Peace, USA for
her contribution in establishing
global peace and contribution to-
wards the global society and

global family and to build up
‘Peace loving, peace living, peace
practicing.’

The awards were given by Min-
ister of State for Social Justice
and Empowerment, Govt. of India
Dr. Ramdas Athawale in presence
of founder and chairman of Amer-
ican University for Global Peace
USA, Prof. Dr. Madhu Khrishan.

Engtipi had participated in the
Masters Games from 2018 in both
national and international levels.
She is working as Forester – I
under the East Division of Forest
department, Karbi Anglong. With
her were other awardees who re-
ceived the awards.

Pokhila Engtipi gets Best
Sports Achiever Award

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: Orijit Chaliha
of Guwahati lifted the Men’s Single
Individual trophy at the 69th Yonex-
Sunrise All-Assam Inter-District &
Open Badminton Championship final
held on Sunday at Kanaklata Indoor
Stadium in Guwahati from March 29
to April 3. In the final match, Orijit
beat Jiman Kachari of Guwahati,
21-11 & 21-15. The trophy was pre-
sented by former Badminton cham-
pion of Assam Pradip Chaliha in
presence of Hony. Secretary of
Assam Badminton Association
Omar Rashid & other officials.

Orijit wins inter-district
men’s singles Badminton

championship

Janasanyog /DF/54/22

OIL India enter final
HT Correspondent

JORHAT, April 7: Oil India Ekadash
entered the final in the ATTA Football
Shield Tournament. Oil beat Gorkha
Regiment, Shillong by 1-0 goal in the
first semi-final played in the ground of
Jorhat Stadium on Thursday. The vic-
tory goal was netted by Cirandeep
Moran of Oil in the 25th minute of
first half of the match.
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