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Modi agreed to discuss
our demands: Tuliram

KAAC moves PM for Article 244 (A) execution

HT Bureau
DIPHU, March 29: Karbi Ang-
long  Autonomous  Council

(KAACQC) led by chief executive
member (CEM) Tuliram Rong-
hang met with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi on
Wednesday.

The KAAC submitted a memo-
randum to the Prime Minister re-
questing immediate
implementation of Article 244 (A)
of the constitution for the creation

of an autonomous state for the hill
districts of Karbi Anglong, West
Karbi Anglong, and NC Hills in
the state of Assam.

The memorandum also re-
quested the full implementation of
the Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) signed in 1995 and
MoS of 2011 and 2021 signed by
different armed groups with the
state and central government. The
KAAC also requested the sanction-
ing of a (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 29: The
budget session of the Assam Leg-
islative Assembly witnessed an un-
ruly situation on Wednesday, with
opposition Congress members cre-
ating a chaotic situation following
the statement of Assam chief min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma that he
had prior information on the move
of the Congress to disrupt the
House proceedings.

Following a high drama in the
House, Speaker Biswajit Daimary
was forced to adjourn the House
twice, and suspended two Con-
gress MLAs and an Independent
legislator for the entire day.

The Congress MLAs attended
the House wearing black dresses.

Opposing the Adjournment Mo-
tion raised by Leader of the Oppo-
sition Debabrata Saikia, chief
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
wondered if the Congress leader
was not objecting to Gandhi’s
views as he had torn a copy of an
ordinance which could have saved
him.

Himanta launches logo of Swasthya Sewa Utsav

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 29: Chief
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
launched the official logo of the
Swasthya Sewa Utsav at Janata
Bhawan on Wednesday.

The government of Assam has
decided to hold the Swasthya Sewa
Utsav (SSU) from April 6 to April
8. As envisioned by chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, the final
preparations for holding a
Swasthya Sewa Utsav for govern-
ment health institutions on the

lines of Gunotsav, are in full swing
by the Department of Health &
Family Welfare. SSU was also an-
nounced during the budget speech
by Ajanta Neog, finance minister
of Assam on March 16.

In this regard, Paban Kumar
Borthakur, 1AS, chief secretary to
the government of Assam chaired
a VC from Janata Bhawan, Dispur,
with all the deputy commissioners
of the districts, including the
IAS/ACS/IFS officers who will be
part of the external evaluation

team. The chief secretary in-
structed all the district administra-
tions to ensure that the SSU be
held in a befitting manner. District
officials are to be fully involved in
this exercise since this is first of its
kind in the country, which will set
an example for strengthening the
health ecosystem.

During the VC, MD NHM
Assam also informed all the atten-
dees that the Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare, government of
India is (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

~df u'f"”"L r-r

bz gy |

The Speaker later rejected the
Motion.

As soon as the Question Hour
was over, Daimary allowed Leader
of the Opposition Debabrata Saikia
to raise the notice and asked him to
speak on the admissibility of the
motion.

“We want to send a resolution to
the President of India requesting her
to uphold the Constitution. The Con-
stitution is the same for all and the
executive must act fairly to protect
it,” the Congress leader said.

Saikia cited various clauses to
buttress his point that the Constitu-
tion was violated by the disqualifi-
cation of Gandhi.

Replying to the motion, chief
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
said, “It’s unprecedented that we’re
expressing opinions on a judicial
matter here. | know that a decision
was taken at the Congress Legisla-
ture Party last night to create noise
here.”

When deputy leader of Congress
Legislature Party Rakibul Hussain

objected to the statement, Sarma
later withdrew the portion of his
claim that someone from the oppo-
sition party had informed him of
their plans on Tuesday night.

This led to a noisy scene with
Congress MLAs, followed by all
other opposition members from
AIUDF, CPI (M) and an Independ-
ent MLA, moving to the well of
the House.

They raised slogans in favour of
Rahul Gandhi, the Constitution
and democracy, and displayed
placards. The BJP members too
rushed to the well and raised slo-
gans denouncing Gandhi.

Daimary then adjourned the
House for 15 minutes.

As soon as the House reassem-
bled, Sarma stood to give his reply,
which was objected to by all oppo-
sition members saying “the matter
was over”.

As the chief minister insisted on
giving a reply even if the sitting is
extended till midnight, Congress
MLAs and Independent member
Akhil Gogoi (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Akhil among 3 MLAs suspended

State announces ¥ 50 lakh for World Champ

Assam House lauds Lovlina Borgohain’s achievement

GUWAHATI, March 29 (PTI): The Assam Assem-
bly on Wednesday congratulated World Boxing
Champion Lovlina Borgohain, for winning Gold in the
75 kg category of the Women’s Boxing World Cham-
pionships, while the state government announced a re-

ward of ¥ 50 lakh for her.

Speaker Biswajit Daimary read out a congratulatory
message on behalf of all the members of the House
and said Assam Assembly principal secretary will con-

vey it to the pugilist.

Commenting on the development, chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said: “At first, Lovlina won an

onship.”

Olympic medal for Assam. Then she became the first
woman player from the state to win a world champi-

Based on the Sports Policy of the state, a ¥ 50 lakh re-
ward will be offered to Lovlina, the chief minister said.

“We need to create a new Lovlina and Hima Das

(sprinter). They have already contributed enough to
bring glory to the state.
“Let us not scrutinise what will be her result in the

next game. She has done so much that none of us

could even think of doing it in our lifetime,” Sarma
said. Lamenting the reactions (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Oxygen plant of
GMCH inaugurated

GUWAHATI, March 29 (PTI):
An oxygen plant with 500 Litres
Per Minute (LPM) capacity, set up
at the Gauhati Medical College and
Hospital’s Cardiothoracic and
Neuroscience Centre, was dedi-
cated to the people on Wednesday
by Assam health and family wel-
fare minister Keshab Mahanta.

The Himanta Biswa Sarma gov-
ernment is taking every measure to
strengthen the healthcare infra-
structure of the state, Mahanta
said.

“The government’s aim is to
provide affordable healthcare to
every citizen of Assam and it is
equipping state-run hospitals with
modern critical equipment like
oxygen plants to meet any future
eventuality,” he said.

The oxygen plant has been set
up by Bayer, a global enterprise in
the life science fields of healthcare
and agriculture, in partnership with
LabourNet as part of its CSR ini-
tiative. (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Guv hails Centre

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 29: Assam
Governor Gulab Chand Kataria at-
tended the 32nd foundation day of
Tolaram Bafna Artificial Limb and
Caliper Centre in Kamrup on
Wednesday.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Governor said that the service ren-
dered by the family of Tolaram
Bafna Artificial Limb and Caliper
Centre was truly inspiring. The
centre has dedicated its services to
making a positive impact on the
lives of the underprivileged. He
claimed that the prosthetic limbs
provided by the organisation are
heartwarming and have brought
smiles to the faces of thousands.

Highlighting the country’s rich
tradition of empathy and compas-
sion (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma
Chief Minister, Assam
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» Tea Plantation of all sizes located in Assam
* Tea Manufacturing Units of Assam, manufacturing either of the

following:
a) CICTea
b) Orthodox Tea
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CEREMONIAL DISTRIBUTION

of benefits under Assam Tea Industries
Special Incentive Scheme (ATISIS)

-A scheme for incentivizing production of Orthodox and Speciality Tea

c) Speciality Tea including Green Tea, Oolong Tea, White Tea, Yellow
Tea and Purple Tea

Finance Department, Government of Assam invites beneficiary of
tea gardens to the ceremonial distribution of benefits under
ASSAM TEA INDUSTRIES SPECIAL INCENTIVE SCHEME (ATISIS)

Venue: Conference Hall, Ground Floor, CM Block, Janata Bhawan

Date: 30" March 2023 | Time: 3:30 pm
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 Interest subvention of 3% p.a., on Working Capital Loan

* Industrial units manufacturing Orthodox tea and Specialty tea will get
subsidy of Rs. 12 per kg for FY 2023-24

» Subsidy of 25% of the cost of Plant & Machinery of Orthodox or any
other Speciality tea

Agricultural Income Tax Holiday for 3 years
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Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Assam
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Smti Ajanta Neog

Hon'ble Minister of Finance, Women & Child Development
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Hon'ble Minister,
Industries, Commerce & PE
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Shri Sanjoy Kishan
Hon'ble Minister of
Welfare of Tea Tribes of Assam
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Govt launches 7t tranche of
coal mine auctions to boost
availability of dry fuel

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
The government on Wednesday
launched the seventh round of
commercial coal auctions in a bid
to increase the availability of the
dry fuel in the country.

A total of 106 coal mines were
put on the block in the latest round
of auctions. Of the total mines of-
fered, 61 blocks are partially ex-
plored and 45 mines are fully
explored.

As many as 95 non-coking coal
mines, 10 lignite mines and one
coking coal mine are being offered
in the latest round of auction.

The government amended the
mineral laws to open up the coal
sector to provide a level-playing
field to the public and private sec-
tor players and to permit the auc-
tion of coal mines without any
restriction on end use. Coal from
these mines can be utilised towards
own consumption, sale or any
other purpose.

The seventh round of commer-
cial coal auction was launched by
defence minister Rajnath Singh in
the national capital in presence of
union coal and mines minister
Pralhad Joshi and minister of state
(MoS) Coal and Mines Raosaheb
Patil Danve.

In his address, Singh said coal is
considered black gold, which plays
an important role in strengthening
the economy of the country.

Coal has contributed in a major
way to strengthening the economy
of the country. The successful auc-
tion of the 106 mines will further
strengthen the economy.

Coal fulfils a major need of
India's energy demand. Not just
availability, but utilisation of re-
sources is necessary for the growth
of the country.

"Our energy consumption has
grown in the last few years and
will continue to grow. And to meet
this need, we will have to start tak-
ing efforts from today," he said.

The ongoing auctions of coal
blocks are a step towards energy
security, Singh said.

Details of the mines, auction
terms, timelines etc. can be ac-
cessed on the MSTC auction plat-
form. The auction will be held
online through a transparent two-
stage process on the basis of per-
centage revenue share, as per the
coal ministry. Coal and mines min-
ister Pralhad Joshi said that to pro-
vide ease of doing business, the
government is also "giving incen-
tives for early production. A 50 per
cent rebate will be given to the
mine owner in the revenue share
paid to the state. Further, entry
norms have been liberalised".

"There are no eligibility condi-
tions, only upfront payment with a
ceiling. Now, there is no restriction
on the sale or utilisation of coal.
There is now a revenue sharing
mechanism instead of a regime of
fixed rupee/tonne.”

He also noted that coal will be in
use for the next 40-50 years and
the government will continue to
undertake major capacity expan-
sion projects to further increase its
production and offtake.

Domestic coal production has
witnessed a boost, along with
large-scale employment generation
and huge opportunities for invest-
ment in the coal sector. Today we
have turned around the coal story
to make it India's growth story,
Joshi noted.

The minister said that in six
rounds of auction held so far, 87
coal mines have been auctioned in
three years, which after becoming
operational and will generate an
estimated revenue of ¥ 33,200
crore and provide three lakh em-
ployment opportunities. These
mines have a PRC of 220 MT.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Coal
signed agreements for 28 coal
mines auctioned under the sixth
round of auction.

Samsung launches new
robotic vacuum cleaner

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 29: Samsung launched its premium range of vacuum
cleaners in India— The Bespoke Jet™, a stick-type cordless vacuum, and the pow-
erful and intuitive Robotic Jet Bot+. The new upgraded line-up of vacuum clean-

NCLAT upholds X' 1,337.76 cr fine on Google,
make some modifications in CCl order

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
The NCLAT on Wednesday upheld
the orders of the fair trade regula-
tor CCI imposing a penalty of
¥ 1,337.76 crore on tech major
Google in the Android mobile de-
vices case, with some modifica-
tions.

Atwo-member bench of the Na-
tional Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) has directed
Google to implement the direction
and deposit the amount in 30 days.

"We upheld this penalty... The
appellant (google) is allowed to
deposit the penalty" after adjusting
10 per cent of the amount already
deposited as per its previous order
of January 4 within a period of 30
days, it said.

It also granted Google 30 days
time to implement the measures as
directed by the Competition Com-
mission of India, which have been
upheld by NCLAT.

The NCLAT bench comprising
chairperson justice Ashok Bhushan
and member Alok Shrivastava also
made some modifications to the
CCI order passed on October 20,
2022. The modifications to the
CCI order include striking down
some portions related to permis-
sion for uninstalling Google suite
software, and some other points.

It also rejected Google's plea
that there was a violation of natural
justice by the CCl in the probe.

An e-mail sent to Google for
comments did not elicit any re-
sponse.

On October 20 last year, the
Competition Commission of India
(CCI) slapped a penalty of
¥ 1,337.76 crore on Google for
anti-competitive practices in rela-
tion to Android mobile devices.

Gold falls T 110; silver
JumpsT350

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
Gold prices fell by ¥ 110 to %
58,740 per 10 grams in the national
capital on Wednesday amid weak
global trends, according to HDFC
Securities. The yellow metal had
closed at ¥ 58,850 per 10 grams in
the previous trade.

Silver, however, jumped by %
350 to ¥ 70,100 per kg.

"Spot gold prices in the Delhi
markets traded at ¥ 58,740 per 10
grams, down X 110 per 10 grams,”
Saumil Gandhi, Senior Analyst -
Commodities at HDFC Securities,
said. In the overseas market, gold
was quoting lower at USD 1,962
per ounce while silver was up at
USD 23.14 per ounce. Comex spot
gold price is trading down by 0.60
per cent at USD 1,962 per ounce

The regulator had also ordered the
internet major to cease and desist
from various unfair business prac-
tices.

This ruling was challenged be-
fore the National Company Law
Appellate  Tribunal (NCLAT),
which is an appellate authority
over the orders passed by the CCI.

Google in its petition had con-
tended the investigation carried
against it by the CCI was "tainted",
contending that the two informants
on whose complaint the fair trade
regulator initiated the enquiry were
working at the same office that
was investigating the tech major.

According to Google's plea, the
CCl failed to conduct an "impar-
tial, balanced, and legally sound
investigation™ while ignoring evi-
dence from Indian users, app de-
velopers, and OEMs.

Challenging the CCI order,
Google said the findings are
"patently erroneous and ignore"
the reality of competition in India,
Google's pro-competitive business
model, and the benefits created for
all stakeholders.

Google claimed the DG copy-
pasted extensively from a Euro-

pean  Commission  decision,
deploying evidence from Europe
that was not examined in India or
even on the Commission's file.
CCl, during the course of the hear-
ing, alleged that Google has cre-
ated a digital data hegemony and
called for a market space with
"free, fair and open competition™.

Additional solicitor general N
Venkataraman, who had repre-
sented CCI before the appellate tri-
bunal, said a market with greater
freedom for all players would be in
total sync with principles of free
competition rather than the ‘walled
garden' approach of the internet
major.

He had submitted that Google
had used its money-spinning
search engine as the 'castle’ and the
rest of the other apps to play the
defensive role of 'moat'. This 'cas-
tle and moat' strategy is data hege-
mony, which means a big market
player tends to get bigger and big-
ger while a small entrant struggles
to attain a critical mass of users

and user data.

According to him, data capture
and data deployment are getting
exploited and monetised as adver-
tisement revenues. When choice is
the guiding principle of the com-
petition law, Google's hegemony
reduces both choice and competi-
tion.

Venkataraman emphasised that
implementation of the remedies
made by the CCI would go a long
way towards having a market with
greater freedom for all players,
which would be in total sync with
the principles of free competition
rather than the ‘walled garden' ap-
proach of Google.

The abuse of dominance by
Google stands proved in every cri-
terion laid under Section 4 of the
Competition Act in terms of
mandatory pre-installation, pre-
mier placement and bundling of
core apps. Such practices result in
the imposition of unfair conditions
and supplementary obligations, he
said.

The NCLAT started its hearing
in the Android matter on February
15, following a direction of the
Supreme Court. The apex court
had directed the NCLAT to decide
the appeal by March 31.

On January 4, a separate bench
of the NCLAT issued a notice over
Google's plea, directing it to pay
10 per cent of the ¥ 1,337 crore
penalty imposed by the CCI. It had
declined to stay the CCI order and
put the matter for a final hearing
on April 3, 2023. This was chal-
lenged by Google before the
Supreme Court, which also de-
clined to stay the CCI order but di-
rected the NCLAT to decide on
Google's appeal by March 31.

Amazon Business
announces exciting
deals for MSMEs

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 29: Amazon
Business announced the com-
mencement of an ‘End of Financial
Year Sale’ to help its business cus-
tomers complete all pending pur-
chases with great deals before the
end of the current financial year.
The event will help B2B customers
discover relevant selections and get
incremental cashback and discounts
on these purchases to save costs.

Business customers can enjoy up
to 10% extra cashback across all the
business-relevant categories like
computers and accessories, elec-
tronic appliances, office products,
office improvement, office kitchen,
industrial and scientific. 1st-time
users can enjoy up to 25% CASH-
BACK across selected categories.
Customers can also avail of busi-
ness exclusive prices and bulk deals
on more than 5000 products with up
to 30% off on laptops and up to
40% off on monitors, ACs, and re-
frigerators.

In addition to these benefits,
MSMEs can also use other features
such as Multi-user accounts, pay
later, Bill to Ship to, and Approvals
to make business purchases more
efficient and compliant. The finan-
cial year-end sale aims to empower
MSMEs by providing over 16 Cr
GST-enabled products across top
categories at exciting prices.

Guar gum futures
fall on low demand

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI): Guar
gum prices on Wednesday fell by ¥ 212
to % 11,700 per five quintal in the fu-
tures market as traders offloaded their
holdings in line with a weak trend in the
spot market. On the National Commod-
ity and Derivatives Exchange, guar gum
for April delivery declined by ¥ 212 or
1.78 per cent to % 11,700 per five quintal
in 27,505 lots.

Sensex rallies 346 pts, Nifty inches

closer to 17,100 on global relief rally

MUMBAI, March 29 (PTI): Benchmark Sen-
sex settled higher by 346 points while Nifty
inched closer to the 17,100 level in a volatile
trade on Wednesday driven by foreign fund in-
flows and firm trends in global markets.

Buying in services, realty, commodities and
auto stocks on the monthly expiry day also aided
the momentum.

The 30-share BSE Sensex advanced 346.37
points or 0.60 per cent to close at 57,960.09. Dur-
ing the day, it jumped 510.48 points or 0.88 per
cent to 58,124.20.

The broader NSE Nifty climbed 129 points or
0.76 per cent to end at 17,080.70.

Among the Sensex firms, HCL Technologies,
Tata Motors, Hindustan Unilever, NTPC, In-
dusind Bank, Bajaj Finserv, Bajaj Finance and
Mahindra & Mahindra were the major gainers.

Bharti Airtel, Reliance Industries, ICICI Bank
and Asian Paints were the laggards.

Markets managed to gain nearly a per cent on
the monthly expiry day amid excessive volatility,
Ajit Mishra, VP - Technical Research, Religare
Broking Ltd said, adding that a sharp surge in the
last half an hour helped barometers notch gains.

ing under the strain of interest rate hikes to cool
inflation, analysts said.

"The home market is being impelled to stay
non-sticky in both directions by the continuous
instability in the international market. The do-
mestic market's favourable ending was supported
by a significant upswing in both the US and Eu-
ropean markets.

"This volatility is expected to continue until
the global banking system gets fully recovered
from the turmoil, along with a confirmation of

Services.

Global equities were mostly up on Wednesday
as easing concerns over the banking sector re-
vived risk appetite, said Deepak Jasani, Head of
Retail Research, HDFC Securities.

In the broader market, the BSE smallcap
gauge climbed 1.68 per cent and midcap index
jumped 1.67 per cent.

Among indices, services rallied 3.28 per cent,
realty jumped 2.55 per cent, commodities (1.89
per cent), auto (1.74 per cent), industrials (1.66
per cent), metal (1.57 per cent) and capital goods
(1.42 per cent).

Oil & Gas index was the only laggard, ending
marginally lower. In Asian markets, Seoul, Japan
and Hong Kong ended in the green while Shang-
hai finished lower.

European markets were quoting in the positive
territory during the afternoon trade. The US mar-
kets ended lower on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, global oil benchmark Brent crude
advanced 0.38 per cent to USD 78.95 per barrel.

Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) were net
buyers on Wednesday as they bought equities
worth % 1,245.39 crore, according to exchange

ers is customized for Indian consumers that not only offer effortless cleaning
solutions but also come in stunning designs that complement the indoors of every
living space.

Bespoke Jet comes with an innovative design that is first in its class and offers
an effortless and hygienic cleaning experience. In addition to its All-in-One Clean
Station, a dock that charges the vacuum cleaner and automatically empties the
dustbin, the Bespoke Jet is lighter and is equipped with a more enhanced Digital
Inverter Motor than its predecessor for even more powerful cleaning.

With this new line-up, Samsung has forayed into robotic vacuum cleaners for
the first time in India while demonstrating cutting-edge innovations via intelligent
solutions to optimize home cleaning routines for consumers. Robotic Jet Bot+
comes with a clean station to auto-empty the dusthin, smart connectivity and con-
trol through the SmartThings app, voice recognition, and LiDAR sensor-based
navigation.

“Consumer focus towards a hygienic lifestyle has increased multi-folds. Our
new line-up of vacuum cleaners has been designed to address consumer needs
for hygiene and convenience along with great aesthetics, and best-in-class tech-
nology. An all-in-one clean station, 99.999% multi-layered filtration system, Wi-
Fi connectivity, voice control, and LiDAR sensor-based navigation make our
vacuum cleaners the best choice for modern consumers ,” said Mohandeep Singh,
senior vice president, Consumer Electronics Business, at Samsung India.

against its previous close, Gandhi
said.

Global markets advanced on ebbing concerns
that the global financial system might be crack-

the Fed's decision to pause rate hikes,"
Vinod Nair, Head of Research at Geojit Financial

said

data. Markets would remain closed on Thursday
for Ram Navami.

NASSCOM Foundation, DXC Technology collaborate to bridge skilling gap  HeCLbags? 283-crore

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 29: NASSCOM Foundation
and DXC Technology have joined forces to address
the skill gap and promote digital education in India’s
northeastern region. The partnership aims to provide
the youth with opportunities to harness and scale-
up technology, thereby enhancing their employment
prospects. As part of this initiative, more than 800
students in Assam will receive training in both tech-
nical and non-technical skills, enabling them to meet
the demands of the modern job market. Nidhi
Bhasin, CEO, NASSCOM Foundation said, “We
firmly believe that the key to achieving a digitally
empowered society and a knowledge-based econ-
omy lies in two main objectives: enhancing digital

literacy and addressing the glaring skilling gap that
currently hinders India's youth. NASSCOM Foun-
dation, in partnership with DXC Technology, is tak-
ing a significant step towards providing technology
access to some of the most marginalized and remote
communities in India. By combining our efforts, we
aspire to expand the digital ecosystem's reach and
ensure that no one is left behind.” Lokendra Sethi,
Vice President, India HR Lead, DXC Technology
added, "We at DXC are committed to our social re-
sponsibility mission of strengthening the backbone
of our society by providing the youth with appro-
priate education and skilling opportunities. Provid-
ing technical knowledge and essential life skills to
communities, particularly to those who need it the

most, can positively shape the country’s future in
today's digital age. By collaborating with NASS-
COM Foundation we are steadily moving towards
our goal, and we are proud to be a part of this journey.”
Notably, this project closely aligns with both NASS-
COM Foundation and DXC Technology’s philosophy
of leveraging technology for social good and for im-
proving the quality of life of the youth from marginal-
ized communities and society at large. In line with the
Digital India vision, the goal is to foster economic
growth and development in communities. The initiative
is part of a larger collaboration between the two organ-
izations, announced last year, to strengthen India's As-
pirational Districts Programme, contributing to shaping
a technologically empowered society.

HMSI sets up dedicated factory for electric two-wheelers in K’taka
The company aims to roll out 10 lakh units per year by 2030

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI): Honda
Motorcycle & Scooter India on Wednes-
day said it is setting up a separate unit at
its Narsapura plant in Karnataka to roll out
electric two-wheelers with first two mod-
els expected to hit the market in the next
fiscal. The company aims to touch 10 lakh
electric vehicle production capacity at the
plant annually by 2030.

"Electric mobility is growing in India
and our aim is to build country's best EV
business structure. To fulfil our EV busi-
ness requirements we are coming up with
a dedicated factory in Narsapura," Honda
Motorcycle & Scooter India (HMSI) Man-
aging Director, President and CEO Atsushi
Ogata told reporters here.

Following the government's direction of
‘'make in India' and the focus on localisa-
tion, main components including battery
and other critical components like PCU
will be produced in-house, he added.

The motor for the products will also be
designed and manufactured locally, Ogata
said.

"We aim to reach one million annual EV
production at Narsapura by 2030," he said.

HMSI plans to bring in a dedicated plat-
form on which multiple EV models with

fixed and swappable battery would be in-
troduced.

Ogata said the company will utilise its
existing sales network of around 6,000
touchpoints to come up with charging sta-
tions and for utilising battery swapping.

Additionally, HMSI plans to leverage
the overall ecosystem, including battery
swapping stations at petrol pumps, metro
stations, and other locations, to provide
convenient battery swapping solution for
EV users.

Ogata noted that in line with Honda's
global direction — to increase electric ve-
hicle and fuel cell vehicle unit sales ratio
to 100 per cent by 2040, the company will
continue to improve efficiency of ICE en-
gines with introduction of flex fuel engine
and follow government direction for alter-
nate fuels while expanding electrification
of models and eco system.

"With our EV roadmap, now in the exe-
cution phase, we are taking substantial
steps towards creating exclusive infra-
structure for manufacturing diverse range
of electric vehicles. Parallelly, we are also
investing in the development of EV tech-
nologies, charging infrastructure and after-
sales services," he said.

SO TN ¢

HMSI which sold over 40 lakh two-
wheelers in the domestic market this fis-
cal, has initiated Project Vidyut to
introduce a new customer journey that
caters to the demand of electrification age.

As part of this project, HMSI will
launch two new electric two-wheelers in
FY24. The first one, a mid-range electric
vehicle and the second, a swappable bat-
tery type that utilises the Honda Mobile

Power Pack.

Elaborating on the company's business
direction in the next fiscal, Ogata said the
company will complete the transition of its
existing model line-up to the latest on-
board diagnostics regulation OBD2 and
E20 (20 per cent ethanol-blended) fuel
compliance in the first half of the next fi-
nancial year.

He noted that HMSI will be expanding

exports to 58 countries with 20 models in
FY?24. The company currently exports 18
models to over 38 countries.

Ogata said the company also plans to
soon start a new assembly line for scooters
with an additional capacity of 6 lakh units
at its Vithalapur plant in Gujarat.

The company plans to shift the Activa
production from Narsapura plant to the
Guijarat facility. Ogata said the mass pro-
duction of the electric two-wheeler models
at the Narsapura plant would begin by
March next year, followed by market
launch of products.

HMSI currently has four plants in the
country with an installed production ca-
pacity of around 52 lakh units per annum.

On new product launches, Ogata said
the company aims to introduce a 160 cc
bike and a 125 cc scooter in the next three
months.

Besides, the company is considering to
drive in a new 350 cc bike around the fes-
tive season this year.

On sales expectations in the next fiscal,
HMSI Operating Officer (Sales and Mar-
keting) Yogesh Mathur said the company
expects to log in a lower double-digit
growth.

order from Gujarat Metro

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
Telecom gear maker HFCL on
Wednesday said it bagged a %
282.61 crore contract from Gujarat
Metro Rail Corporation to deploy
communication systems for Surat
Metro Rail Project Phase-1. The
company has to deploy the project
within 90 weeks from the date of
contract. "..the company has bagged
an order worth ¥ 282.61 crore from
Gujarat Metro Rail Corporation
(GMRC) Limited, for design, man-
ufacture, supply, installation, testing
and commissioning of telecommu-
nication systems for Surat Metro
Rail Project Phase-1," the company
said in a regulatory filing.

AFFIDAVIT

I, Burhana Begum, do
hereby affirm and declare
that my father's actual
and correct name is
Bachchu Mandal. But his
name has been wrongly
inserted in my Passport
vide Passport No
W6632014 as Bachu
Mandal in place of
Bachchu Mandal. Both
Bachchu Mandal and
Bachu Mandal are the
same and one person.
Sd/-

Burhana Begum
D/O- Bachchu Mandal
Village- No. 1 Mazgaon

P/S- Dalgaon
O/P- Daipam.
District- Darrang
(Assam)
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CEM Pramod Boro
meets family members
of Ramesh Narzary

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, March 29: Chief
executive member (CEM) of
Bodoland  Territorial  Region
(BTR) and UPPL president,
Pramod Boro on Wednesday vis-
ited and met family members of
late Ramesh Narzary, senior UPPL
leader who passed away on March
27 at his Chechapani residence
near Magurmari in Kokrajhar.

During the visit, Boro was ac-
companied by ex-MLA Chandi
Basumatary, UPPL media cell sec-
retary Hantigiri Narzary, Kokra-
jhar district committee of UPPL
general secretary Suraj Moshahary.

Narzary was regarded as one of
the prominent founding members
of the UPPL party and a retired
employee of NTPC Bongaigaon
Salakati. He was a noted social ac-
tivist and member of the Land Ad-

visory Board, Kokrajhar,
government of Bodoland Territo-
rial Region.

CEM Boro expressed his sorrow
at the demise of Narzary and
prayed for eternal peace for the de-
parted soul. He extended condo-

lences to the bereaved family
members.

He further recalled contributions
of late Ramesh Narzary who was
one of founding members of the
UPPL party.

He said that the UPPL party lost
a great party leader and social ac-
tivist with his demise.

“It is deeply saddened by the de-
mise of senior UPPL leader,
Ramesh Narzary,” he said, adding
that he was a man of immense ded-
ication & integrity.

“Narzary worked tirelessly to el-
evate the stature of our party,”
Boro added.

“l pray his soul finds eternal
peace & extends my sincere con-
dolences to his family,” Boro fur-
ther said.

Meanwhile, the adhyasradhya of
late Ramesh Narzary will be held
on April 5 at his Chechapani resi-
dence near Magurmari.

Family members and villagers
of greater Chechapani village are
seen busy on the preparation and
arrangements for holding the ad-
hyasradhya with traditional rituals.

Tarpaulin distributed to
hailstorm-affected families

HT Correspondent
KOILAMATI, March 29: Dis-
trict Disaster Management team on
Wednesday visited Koilamati area
in Karbi Anglong district affected
by hailstorms and distributed tar-
paulin as relief measures to the af-
fected families.

Heavy rain accompanied with
hail storms occurred in various
areas of Koilamati on Tuesday last,

where several dwelllng houses,
betel nut and banana trees were de-
stroyed. Poultry were also affected.

The District Disaster Management
team was led by Bijoy Tisso. The
team also took a record of 1,000
families being affected from Tues-
day’s incident. Copies of Aadhaar
card, PAN card and bank passbook
were collected from the affected
families for providing relief to them.

Book on 6% schedule
area released

HT Bureau

DIPHU, March 29: A book on
Karbi Modern Indian Language
(MIL) paper I & 11 specially edited
for the upcoming 6th Schedule
area Special Teacher Eligibility
Test (TET) was formally released
by executive member (EM), Karbi
Anglong Autonomous Council
(KAAC), Education, Richard
Tokbi in his official chamber at
KAAC Secretariat here on
Wednesday.

During the release of the book,
EM Richard Tokbi expressed his
gratitude to the editorial team of
the book for their effort in publish-
ing the book which will be benefi-
cial for the aspirants who are going
to appear in the forthcoming 6th
Schedule area special TET.

The book is prepared as per the
new syllabus of TET approved by
the government of Assam, the
book is included with sample
paper with answers from 2019 &
2021 Assam TET edited by
Hukursing Rongpi, Somoi Senar,
Sarsing Tisso and Ranjit Hanse.
The price of the book is Rs 300.

DC's administrative powers entrusted to
ADCs of four merged districts in Assam

GUWAHATI, March 29 (PTI):
The Assam government on
Wednesday said it has issued a no-
tification entrusting all adminis-
trative and statutory powers of a
deputy commissioner to the addi-
tional deputy commissioners in-
charge of four districts which
were merged with others on the
day before the delimitation exer-
cise began in the state on January
1.

The Assam cabinet had, in De-
cember last year, decided to
merge four districts with the ones
from which these were carved out
and made separate districts.

The cabinet decision reduced
the number of districts from 35 to
31 with Biswanath merged with
Sonitpur, Hojai with Nagaon,

Tamulpur with Baksa and Bajali
with Barpeta.

An official release on Wednes-
day said that the notification, is-
sued by the General
Administration Department re-
cently, stated that the deputy com-
missioners of these districts under
which  these  sub-divisions
(Biswanath, Hojai, Tamulpur and
Bajali) fall will have the powers
of overall supervision of govern-
ment programmes, projects and
schemes.

The deputy commissioners,
however, will not interfere in the
day-to-day functioning and work
of these sub-divisions, the release
said.

The delimitation exercise to re-
draw the boundaries of 14 parlia-

mentary and 126 assembly con-
stituencies is being conducted by
the Election Commission of India.

Notably, the Congress had al-
leged that the state cabinet had a
“mala fide intention” in merging
the four districts with others.

"Almost all the opposition par-
ties condemned the move and ac-
cused the ruling party of
attempting to redraw Muslim ma-
jority seats in Assam to benefit it-
self and also to spark religious
polarisation. In many localities,
affected by this cabinet decision,
widespread protests were held by
blocking the national highway,
state Congress president Bhupen
Bora had said.

The ECI had banned the cre-
ation of new administrative units

NFR commissions electronic
Interlocking at Khotkhoti station

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 29: NF
Railway has commissioned Elec-
tronic Interlocking (El) of Siemens
at Khatkhati station in Lumding di-
vision on Tuesday. The RDSO ap-
proved El will provide better
flexibility in train operations. The
whole work has been commis-
sioned by taking the disconnection
and traffic block in the section.

The El is done under first com-
posite work of Signal & Tele-
com, Engineering and Electrical

departments. This work included
construction of a new RBG
building and installation of new
Optical Fibre Communication
equipment. Integrated Power
Supply system replaced with new
one for reliable power supply for
signalling equipment. Tokenless
Block Instruments of PTJ make
were replaced by Universal Fail
Safe Block Interface in between
Khotkhoti - Bokajan &
Khotkhoti — Dimapur sections. 1
independent and 4 dependent

new shunt signals provided. 2
new point machines provided in
place of ED. There are 44 route
connections in this EI.

With the commissioning of El
system at Khatkhati station the
movement of trains over this route
will get eased up considerably and
result in improved punctuality of
Mail/Express trains and increase in
average speed of goods trains. The
new interlocking will help in en-
suring safe and seamless train op-
erations in the section.

in Assam from January 1, 2023,
since when the notification of the
delimitation exercise came into
force.

The full bench of the ECI was
on a three-day visit to the state
from March 26 to hold consulta-
tions with various stakeholders,
including political parties and
civil society, on the delimitation
process.

The ECI on Tuesday said civil
society organisations did not op-
pose  Assam's  delimitation
process, but several political par-
ties have expressed reservations
over issues like the exercise being
done based on the 2001 census or
not putting it off till 2026 when
the next nationwide delimitation
is due.

Assam Congress files

Privilege Notice against CM

GUWAHATI, March 29 (PTI): The
Congress on Wednesday filed a com-
plaint against Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma for breach of
privilege in the state Assembly for one
of his remarks during a debate on
Rahul Gandhi’s disqualification from
Lok Sabha. The Congress Legislature
Party filed the complaint with the
Principal Secretary of Assam Assem-
bly, following which Sarma withdrew
the comments inside the House. The
Congress, however, has not with-
drawn the privilege notice yet and de-
manded an apology from the chief
minister instead of a mere withdrawal
of the statement. “Today in the House,
the Leader of the House Dr Himanta
Biswa Sarma has stated that he is
aware of the discussion held in the
ACLP (Assam Congress Legislature
Party) room. Further, he has also stated
that some Hon’ble Member of the ACLP
has informed him about the decision
taken in the CLP meeting held on 28th
March, 2023,” said the complaint letter,
which is accessed by PTI.

Inauguration of welfare
actrvrtles under CAP at Khatkhatl

HT Bureau

ARSU, ARWC and SSDC
take out protes aIIy

HT Correspondent
DHUPDHARA, March 29: All Rabha Students’
Union (ARSU), All Rabha Women Council (ARWC)
and Sixth Schedule Demand Committee (SSDC) took
out a protest rally, whereas Kamrup district commit-
tees started from Kenduguri village of Boko to
Dhupdhara through National Highway 17 and Goal-
para District Committee started from Dudhnoi to
Dhupdhara through National Highway 17 on Wednes-
day. Kamrup District’s movement was led by Nripen
Khanda, president, ARSU and Goalpara district’s
movement was led by Pradip Rabha, general secretary,
ARSU.

It needs to be mentioned that ARSU and other sister
organisations demonstrated against the BJP-led state
government for inclusion of Rabha Hasong Au-
tonomous Council (RHAC) areas in Sixth Schedule
under the Indian Constitution. Their other demands
are to transfer the power and functions to the RHAC
as mentioned in the Rabha Accord and create a devel-
opment council for the Rabha people residing outside
of the RHAC area.

“We have the long pending demand to include
RHAC areas in the Sixth Schedule. Despite being de-
prived from the past governments to fully fulfill our
demands to save our community along with other
communities living in the RHAC area, for equal de-
velopment to all communities and to save our com-
munity’s new generation. That is why we started
‘Padyatra’ to fulfil our demand as soon as possible”
said Nripen Khanda, president, ARSU.

“Many times governments promised us to fulfil our

K Arul Jothi takes charge as principal
chief security commissioner of NFR

HT Bureau
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demands but till now they show tremendously defi-
ciencies of goodwill to fulfil our long pending de-
mands,” added Khanda.

“We condemn the government for not fulfilling our
demands till today. We Rabha community are ready
to give assessment in future politically to the BJP
party and their workers,” said Nripen Khanda.

“If we don’t get any fruitful results from the gov-
ernment we will project our own candidates in Guwa-
hati Lok Sabha Constituency Election along with State
Assembly Election and Panchayat Election so far,”
Khanda further said.

More than five thousand people from Rabha, Ben-
gali, Gorkha community and ARSU, ARWS and
SSDC members gathered at Dhupdhara and informed
that a huge mass gathering protest will be held in
Dudhnoi on April 9 and in Boko on April 3.

RHAC executive members Sumit Rabha, Aditya
Rabha, vice president Ramakanta Rabha, ZPC vice
president Komburam Rabha, ARSU organisation sec-
retary Ankur K Rabha, ARSU Kamrup district presi-
dent Ananda Rabha and many other leaders took part
in the mass movement.

DIPHU, March 29: President, United International Mission, Christopher
Prince Fernandes inaugurated the wooden/RCC pipe bridge constructed
by 20 Bn CRPF under Civic Action Programme 2022-23, at Bongrung
village, Khatkhati in Karbi Anglong district on Wednesday. The inaugural
programme was chaired by Commandant 20 Bn CRPF, Swarn Singh;
Sarkari Gaon Bura, Babu Bongrung; officials and jawans of 20 Bn CRPF.
Likewise, Borewell with submersible pump and 2,000 litres water storage
tank was also inaugurated by Fernandes. Similarly, Commandant, GC,
CRPF, Khatkhati, Gopal Yadava inaugurated a waiting shed renovated
by 20 Bn CRPF at Khatkhati. Meanwhile, the 20 Bn CRPF statement said
that under the aegis of IG (OPS) Jorhat sector, it has been carrying out Civic
Action Programme for the welfare and essential requirement of the needy
people of Karbi Anglong and West Karbi Anglong like construction of wait-
ing sheds, resting sheds, toilet blocks, installation of solar street light and
conducting free medical camp along with distribution of medicines.

Awareness programme
on child marriage

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, March 29: A day long legal awareness programme to make peo-

ple aware of the evils of child marriage was held at Puniani village in Sonit-
pur district on Tuesday. Organised by the Department of Law, Tezpur
University in collaboration with the Puniani village gaon panchayat office,
the event was participated by over 200 villagers. Debajit Kumar Sarmah,
assistant professor of the Law Department, extended a warm welcome to
all the dignitaries and participants of the event. In his welcome speech, men-
tioning the event a part of the celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav of
government of India, he further underscored the importance of awareness
to prevent child marriage while speaking at the programme, Madhumita
Acharjee, assistant professor of the Law Department, highlighted the legal
consequences of participating in or facilitating child marriage. “It is impor-
tant to recognise that child marriage is not just a cultural tradition or a matter
of personal choice. It is a violation of children’s rights and is illegal,” she
said. Marzina Begum, president of Puniani gaon panchayat, Ajgar Ali, vice
president of gaon panchayat, Jamsed Ali, village headman, and Mudassir
Haque, gram pradhan, spoke about the need to work together to create a safe
and healthy environment for children to grow and thrive. Dr Priya Ranjan
Kumar, head of the Department of Law, provided statistical data and discussed
the legal implications of child marriage. He laid stress on the need to empower
girls and young women through education and support their right to choose their
own future to prevent child marriage from occurring. Angel Habamon Syiem,
assistant professor of the Department of Law, was also present at the event.

Street play on prevention of

GUWAHATI, March 29: K Arul Jothi took charge as the inspector gen-
eral cum principal chief security commissioner (IG-cum-PCSC) of North-
east Frontier Railway on March 24 last. He is an officer from the 1995
batch of Civil Services Exam. As 1G-cum-PCSC he will be the security
custodian of all railway assets, structures including track and fixtures,
rolling stock, signalling gears and railway buildings and establishments
like station premises, booking offices, administrative headquarters, etc.,
within the jurisdiction of NF Railway i.e., all north-eastern states includ-
ing Sikkim and parts of West Bengal and Bihar.

Jothi has wide experience of working in the field over many zonal rail-
ways. He has worked in many sensitive areas such as Mughal Sarai,
Danapur, Malda, Sealdah and Secunderabad. Earlier in the year 2017-
2019 he was posted as deputy inspector general cum chief security com-
missioner of NF Railway. Before joining as the 1G-cum-PCSC of
Northeast Frontier Railway, he was posted as the 1G-cum-PCSC of Rail
Wheel Factory based at Yelahanka, Bangalore.

HT Correspondent

child marriage |n lerugarh

DIBRUGARH, March 29: A street play on preven-
tion of child marriage was organised by District Child
Protection unit under the supervision of Social Wel-
fare Department in Dibrugarh on Wednesday.

The street play was done at Thana Chariali, Pachali
and Lahowal to create awareness on child marriage.
The street play was about 15 minutes long and the ac-
tors of the play tried to reflect the different types of
harassments a child faces after child marriage occurs
through their drama.

A good number of people watched the street play
and even interacted with the media appreciating the
efforts and simultaneously also projected the need for
awareness of these types of activities.

ADC Jitu Kumar Das, child protection officer
Sangeeta Das, district information and public relations
officer, Snigddha Rani Das, employees of social wel-
fare were present during the programme.

64 students re-wi Id in rhino abode Of PoDitora WLS mortaity e soraat b o AdHAs

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, March 29: Firsthand field
experience is always much more enlighten-
ing than what is taught inside the classroom.
Exposing a young student to the richness of
a protected biodiversity area is bound to be
more attractive to learn about nature and ac-
quire a deep liking for nature then sitting in
the class listening to their teacher talking
about nature and its resources.

Rewilding, is what the premier biodiver-
sity conservation organisation Aaranyak has
attempted when it took 64 high school stu-
dents in two groups on an education tour in-
side Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS) on
March 28 and 29 and also engaged them in
nature-oriented exercises and interactions
with conservation educators, forest officials,
wildlife biologists, wildlife
photographer/filmmakers.

“All these 64 students belong to six dif-
ferent schools located close to Pobitora
Wildlife Sanctuary and they have grown up
in this biodiversity-rich area without getting
an opportunity so far to visit Pobitora WLS.
We have facilitated a trip inside the sanctu-
ary so that they can see and feel for them-

selves the rich biodiversity. It will definitely
create a lasting impression on young minds
and inspire them to conserve the natural her-

itage,” said Jayanta Kumar Pathak, senior
environment educator of Aaranyak.

The students were engaged in various ex-
ercises and games like brain mapping ses-
sion, tree hugging, landscape observation
and expression, leaf album making, Jeep Sa-

fari and creative leaf collage making. Effec-
tiveness of Forest Therapy also introduced
in the programme. Aaranyak organised the
programme in collaboration with the Au-
thority of Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary, Po-
bitora Ecotourism Development Society
(PETDS) under the sponsorship of LEA As-
sociates South Asia Pvt. Ltd (LASA).
Nayanjyoti Das, Range officer of Pobitora

WLS, wildlife photographer and filmmaker
Champak Deka who is also President of
PETDS and Dr Ruby Das, Consultant of
LASA interacted and spent substantial time
with the students as external resource per-
sons besides the Aaranyak team of resource
persons comprising Jayanta Kumar Pathak,
Dr Alolika Sinha, Wasima Begum, Sultana
Sharmin and Ankita Sarma.

Two senior officials of LASA, Deputy
General Managers Gautam Patnaik, Basanta
Bezbaruah too interacted with the students
participating in the ‘rewilding’ programme.

The tiny Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary is lo-
cated about 40 kilometers away from Guwa-
hati city boasts of the highest density rhino
population on this planet.

The 38.81 sq. km. sanctuary, has very rich
biodiversity in its about 16 square kilometer
core area that houses 107 one-horned Indian
rhinoceros besides Asiatic water buffaloes,
wild boars, a wide range of bird species, am-
phibians and reptiles, dominating habitats of
grassland, woodland and wetland. There
can’t be a much more suitable place close to
the bustling Guwahati for the students to
enjoy the warmth of nature and its richness.

HT Correspondent

JORHAT, March 29: Adistrict level convention of ASHA workers
was held at the Sri Sri Pitambar Deva Goswami auditorium hall at
the District Library here on Wednesday. Addressing the convention,
Jorhat deputy commissioner Pulak Mahanta said that ASHAs had
an important role to play in reducing the maternal and infant mor-
tality rates. Asking them to carry on their dedicated services with
renewed zeal, Mahanta complimented them for their earnest serv-
ices during the Covid vaccination drives.

Dispur Press Club observed its 8 annual foundatlon day and
felicitation program in Guwahati on Wednesday. HT Photo
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The more things change, the more they are the same.
- Alphonse Karr

( Common man to be hit hard \

From April 1, 2023, the existential crisis for poor patients is fur-
ther going to worsen on account of a 12.12 percent rise in prices
of essential drugs, which was also increased by 10.76 percent
from April 1, 2022. The price difference in 12 months has thus
turned to be 24.18 percent. Such a steep hike in drug prices
has been allowed by India’s National Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority (NPPA) which is bound to create havoc for millions of
poor patients who have already been severely affected by the
general rise in prices of all commodities, especially in food items
and food inflation in addition to reduced earning and jobless-
ness. It is worth recalling that drug prices were allowed to in-
crease by only 1.97 percent in 2017, 3.43 percent in 2018, 4.26
percent in 2019, and 1.88 percent in 2020. Then suddenly the
rise in prices of essential drugs was allowed to be increased by
over 10 percent in 2021. This is the third year in a sequence
when essential drug prices have increased above 10 percent.
From April 1, 2022, the hike would be highest at 12.12 percent.
These years combined, the effective price rise would be above
36.60 percent.

The essential medicines to be affected by this price rise would
include but are not limited to painkillers, anti-infectives, cardiac
drugs, and antibiotics. The annual change in WPI, as notified
by the government, works out to be 12.12 percent during the
year 2022, based on which NPPA has allowed pharmaceutical
companies to increase the prices of essential drugs. The Centre
is all set to allow this which would push up the prices of 384
molecules, which correspond to over 1,000 drug formulations
across 27 therapies. These are scheduled or essential drugs
that fall under the price control mechanism of the government
via inclusion in the National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM).
Since such listed drugs are used to treat common conditions
such as fever, infection, heart disease, hypertension, skin dis-
eases, and anemia, among others, steep hike in prices directly
affects the general well-being of the people. The rest non-sched-
uled drugs which are outside the purview of the national price con-
trol mechanism are allowed an annual increase of 10 percent every
year. These drugs are already out of reach of poor people due
to their costs being too high for common people.

Drug manufacturers have welcomed the NPPA decision to
allow them to increase their prices. They have been demanding
an immediate increase of 10 percent in prices to ease their
struggle with surging input costs in drug manufacturing. They
have been saying that prices of all raw materials, active phar-
maceutical ingredients, plastic and packaging material, and also
freight costs have increased the cost of production and supply
to the consumer end. The Centre must put a brake on the greed
of drug manufacturers engaged in money-making through sell-
ing drugs at very high margins of profit through numerous ways
and means including manipulation in specifications and quantity
of constituents of drugs to go beyond the price control mecha-
nism. It is therefore imperative for the government to come out
with a price control policy for all drugs and medical equipment
to save people from unfair levels of prices reportedly from
above 10 percent up to 800 percent profit margin.

J

Labour Party leader Keir Starmer has
started a war against British Left

anskardhani should be evidence of loss of reputation

efamation means to hurt or damage

the reputation of a person. The term

defamation is derived from the Latin
word defamatory which means to broadcast
or spread information about a person that
may damage that person's reputation. There-
fore, defamation is nothing but hurting
someone's reputation. Defamation is both a
civil and criminal offense. The criminal law
of defamation is codified, but the civil law
of defamation is not. In civil law, defamation
is covered by tort law, but in criminal law, it
is covered by sections 499 to 502 of the In-
dian Penal Code, 1860. As per section 500
of the IPC, defamation is punishable with
imprisonment of up to two years or with a
fine. Defamation cases have increased in
India in the last few years. On trivial
grounds, government leaders file defamation
suits against each other, followed by cross-
defamation suits. Many cases have been reg-
istered against politicians like Arvind
Kejriwal, Rahul Gandhi, and Smriti Irani.
This has sparked debate in the media, high-
lighting the need to revisit India's defama-
tion laws. Defamation

Y ‘ % o _.Q’ll‘
limits, that is, to legitimately criticize the
rich and powerful.

laws can be abused in [BDISCIN==NOI=NN(OISICIz UMM The Indian Penal
most  countries, but N Code 1860 lists
India's laws are the | BY: Dr Satyawan Saurabh | getamation as a crim-

worst. Not only are they
vague, but they also go the extra step of
making defamation a criminal offense.
This is only made worse by the fact that
the current legal system is broken enough to
allow those with wealth to use defamation
to intimidate critics. While the right to rep-
utation may be protected by the Constitu-
tion, it should not be at the cost of freedom
of expression. Free speech is essential be-
cause, among other things, it enables the
media to hold government and individuals
accountable. Freedom of speech must also
protect the right to insult within reasonable

inal offense, making it
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both.
There are many reasons why this is a prob-
lem. There is the stigma of being arrested
and charged with a crime. The fact that it
was made a crime at a time when fighting to
protect one's reputation was common. The
fact that the IPC does not recognize irony or
hold the truth as an absolute defense. The
fact that there are both civil and criminal
remedies for the same injury forces an al-
ready overburdened judiciary to respond to
the same matter twice.
One of the most important elements of a

democratic democracy is the fundamental
right to freedom of speech and expression,
which enables people to participate fully and
efficiently in the social and political
processes of the country. Freedom of speech
allows people to share their beliefs and po-
litical views. This ultimately leads to the bet-
terment of society and the economy.
Consequently, freedom of expression pro-
vides a framework by which a proper bal-
ance between peace and social change can
be achieved. But above all is the fact that
criminalizing defamation is a wholly unjus-
tified restriction on free speech, while the
global norm is that a civil suit for damages
is sufficient to protect reputation. This
overzealous restriction on free speech fails
the constitutional test that such restrictions
are "reasonable™ and needs to be ended. Its

impact on free speech and democratic ac-
countability is too high a price to pay for
protecting the reputation of the individual.
Defamation reform can best be done
through the enactment of a new law. Such
legislation should decriminalize defamation
and reform civil defamation to make it fair
and transparent. While enacting a new law,
it would be unwise if the law does not take
into account the internet and new media
while deciding issues such as who can be
punished for defamation and how. Limita-
tions must also be set for civil defamation—
not only must the harm to reputation be
serious, but the evidence must also be sub-
stantial. The complainant must demonstrate
that his or her reputation has suffered mate-
rial damage as a direct result of the alleged
statement. Truth, opinion, and reasonable in-
ference should also be made viable defenses
in defamation suits. Lastly, the courts should
be empowered to impose exemplary costs on
frivolous litigations that waste their time.
The purpose of defamation law is to pro-
tect the reputation of people. Its central issue
is how to balance this goal with the conflict-
ing demands for freedom of expression.
Since both these interests are highly re-
garded in our society, the former perhaps as
the most cherished quality of civilized
human beings, and the latter as the basis of
a democratic society. Sometimes, when free
speech is contrary to a person's reputation, it
becomes appropriate for the State to set a
limit, lest free speech becomes a weapon in
the hands of a few. There is a dire need for a
system that educates and sensitizes people
about what to do and what not to do, what is
wrong and what is right and what is defama-
tion and what is not defamation. (The writer
is a poet, freelance journalist, and columnist,
All India Radio and TV panelist,can be
reached atsatywansaurabh 3333@gmail.com)

By: Ben Chacko

a motion in Keir Starmer’s name on Tuesday confirming that Je-

remy Corbyn will not be endorsed as a candidate for the party at
the next election. Nobody will be surprised at this long-trailed develop-
ment. From Corbyn’s first, unjustifiable, suspension from the party in au-
tumn 2020 and Starmer’s subsequent refusal to restore the whip once his
membership status was reaffirmed by the NEC, the left has responded
hesitantly and incoherently. Corbyn himself and key union allies appeared
to put faith initially on a behind the scenes deal with Starmer: this fell
apart because Starmer’s private assurances could not be trusted, as several
union leaders have confirmed. What looked — briefly — like a surge of
anger in constituency parties was suppressed. Starmer’s Labour decreed
that discussion of the matter was prohibited, and some constituency party
officials who allowed motions on the topic to be heard were made an ex-
ample of through expulsion.

The Covid lockdowns were a backdrop that made it easier for the party
centre to silence the membership. Over the years since, the hints that Cor-
byn would never regain the whip became louder. Each reiteration
prompted a briefer, smaller uproar. The fact that Corbyn himself had not
specified a fightback strategy was used to absolve others of the respon-
sibility of solidarity. Unions, hands full organising the biggest upsurge
in industrial action in decades, ceased to see the former leader’s status as
a priority, even while their leaders continued to speak regularly alongside
Corbyn at strike rallies Starmer wouldn’t deign to attend. It is this last
point that should alert all fighting trade unionists to the dilemma we face.
Starmer’s vendetta against Corbyn is not some act of personal revenge.
It is the focal point of a war on socialists in the party which aims at elim-
inating Labour’s potential as a vehicle for radical change.

The motion Starmer and Shabana Mahmood bring to the NEC does not
talk about policies. It does not even mention the smears around tolerance
for anti-semitism that surrounded Corbyn’s initial suspension. It’s a du-
plicitous document that states simply that the 2019 election result was
dreadful and that therefore the party’s electoral prospects are “signifi-
cantly diminished” should Corbyn be endorsed as a candidate in Islington
North. The fact that Corbyn also led the party to its biggest increase in
vote share in 70 years two years earlier is of course not mentioned. Nor
that, while admittedly disastrous, the 2019 election still saw Labour re-
ceive a bigger share of the vote than under Ed Miliband in 2015, or under
Gordon Brown in 2010. And the overriding reason for Labour’s reverse
in 2019 isn’t mentioned either — namely, the support for a second EU
referendum, with 52 of the 54 seats it lost to the Tories being Leave-vot-
ing. Starmer was the foremost champion of that suicide-note policy: and
it was supported by many unions too. The 2019 result was more a verdict
on the gulf between much of the labour movement and large sections of
the working class than it was on Corbyn.

The current strike wave is an opportunity to close that gulf. But it does
need to be recognised. So does the real target of Starmer’s crackdown:
the transformative economic agenda that millions of union members
want. It is impossible — as union leaders frequently point out — to address
the crisis in the NHS, the rigged energy market or the causes of disputes from
mail to rail without looking at the longer-term causes in privatisation, mar-
ketisation and outsourcing. Corbyn is being exorcised for having demon-
strated how popular these solutions are. If Left movement is serious about
changing this country and the rotten deal it forces on workers, Starmer’s
attacks on Corbyn are not an unfortunate aside. They are part of the class
war being waged against the Left. (IPA Service)

B ritish Labour Party’s national executive (NEC) is due to consider

[Sraell supreme court ‘reform’aims to approve erasure of Palestinians

By: Gershon Baskin

t the demonstrations for

saving Israel’s democracy,

| carry a sign that says,
“There is no democracy with occu-
pation.” It is not very popular, and
at every demonstration, some peo-
ple feel compelled to tell me that it
is not in the right place. My answer
is that those words are central to
the struggle for Israel’s democracy,
and if they don’t like it, they
should deal with it. For me, that is
the essence of what | am protest-
ing.

I know that the majority of the
hundreds of thousands of Israelis
who have taken to the streets are
not there because of the occupa-
tion. Most Israelis still accept the
anomaly of the concept of Israel as
a Jewish and democratic state. |
also once believed that it was pos-
sible for Israel to be the democratic
nation-state of the Jewish people. |
don’t believe that anymore.

There have been too many years
of systemic discrimination against
Israel’s Palestinian citizens; too
many years of Israel occupying
and controlling millions of Pales-
tinians in the West Bank and East
Jerusalem; too many years of talk-
ing about the Palestinians as a “de-
mographic threat.”

Israel is not, and cannot be dem-
ocratic based on Jewish superior-
ity—meaning preference for
Israel’s Jewish citizens. The unfor-
tunate reality is that for 75 years
we have kept a fagade of democ-
racy. We can even convince a ma-
jority of Israelis that there is
genuine democracy. We can even
get a majority of the member states
of the OECD countries to believe
that Israel is a democracy. But if
we are truly honest with ourselves,
we all know that democracy and
inequality cannot exist together.

No honest Israeli citizen can
claim that the Palestinian citizens

of Israel live as equal citizens in
the State of Israel. Israel has never
even seriously considered passing
a Basic Law for the equality of all
of its citizens. No honest Israeli
can claim that the military control
over millions of Palestinians, with-
out the most basic civil, human,
and political rights, can really be
called a democracy.

No one on the right wing of Is-
raeli politics has any plan for the
future of the occupied territories
(even if they call them liberated
Judea and Samaria) that includes
equality and democracy for the
Palestinians living there. Most left-
wingers still hold onto the proba-
bly unviable two-state solution for
the territories and do not consider
any genuine democratic option, in-
cluding equality.

Since the founding of Israel in
1948, more than 900 communities
(villages, towns, cities) have been
built for Jewish Israelis, but none
for Palestinian citizens of Israel ex-
cept for a small number of govern-
ment-planned towns intended to
house Palestinians displaced from
their original communities by Is-
rael. There are also dozens of
Palestinian villages and communi-
ties in Israel, some of which pre-
date the establishment of the state,
that are unrecognized by the gov-
ernment; they receive no govern-
ment services and are not even
listed on official maps.

Only about 3% of all land in Is-
rael is under the jurisdiction of
Palestinian municipalities, even
though Palestinian citizens of Is-
rael make up 21% of the popula-
tion. The Israeli government
directly controls 93% of the land in
Israel and systematically discrimi-
nates against Palestinian citizens
of Israel in its allocation through
official agencies, such as the Israel
Lands Authority and the quasi-
governmental Jewish National

Fund. Combined with the discrim-

Stray dogs be

#

. 3 < 45
By: Priyanka Saurabh

0gs have had a unique rela-

tionship of companionship

with the evolution of hu-
mans. This poses the moral
dilemma of humans being respon-
sible for their welfare, but it also
has its dangers because the evolu-
tion of dogs is linked to wolves
and their instincts. It may be an un-
solvable conundrum for India, but
most of the rest of the world has
not recognized the rights of stray
animals. If such animals are kept

|

e

on a leash and registered, the keep-
ers are bound to take care of them.
If it is not, then as a last resort the
state is bound to kill them in the in-
terest of public health. Stray dogs
are protected under the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960
and the regulations enacted under
section 38 of the Act, particularly
the Animal Birth Control (Dog)
Rules, 2001. It makes it illegal for
any person, RWA, or property
management to remove or relocate
dogs. Only 15% of all stray dogs
have been vaccinated. India's stray

inatory Admissions Committee
Law, approximately 80% of state
lands are off-limits to Palestinian
citizens of Israel, who face signif-
icant legal obstacles in gaining ac-
cess to this land for residential,
agricultural, or commercial devel-
opment.

Just drive by Palestinian towns
and cities in Israel and bear wit-
ness to the huge overcrowding. For
example, it is so strikingly obvious
that something is very wrong when
travelling from beautiful and spa-
cious Zichron Ya’acov, south of
Haifa, to Fureidis, which resem-
bles a Brazilian favela (a densely
populated slum) more than a place
that anyone would like to live in.

The Nationality and Entry into
Israel [law] prevents Palestinians
living in the occupied West Bank
and Gaza (including those who
were expelled from towns and vil-
lages that became lIsrael in 1948)
who are married to Palestinian cit-
izens of Israel from gaining resi-
dency or citizenship status. The
law forces thousands of Palestinian
citizens of Israel to either leave Is-
rael or live apart from their
spouses and families.

This law has been renewed
every few years since the Second
Intifada in 2000, even though there
is no real security justification for
its renewal. It’s all about demo-
graphics—which means it is all
about racism and discrimination.

The Law of Return allows Jews
from anywhere in the world to im-
migrate to Israel and receive auto-
matic citizenship, regardless of
their family origin, while denying
indigenous Palestinians the right to
return to the lands they were ex-
pelled from during Israel’s estab-
lishment, preventing the
reunification of many Palestinian
families.

This also applies to Palestinians
living abroad who want to reside in
the West Bank or Gaza, not only in

Israel.

There are also many attempts to
systematically erase and deny
Palestinian identity and history.
This applies to the many readers of
my articles in Israeli newspapers
who claim that | should use the pa-
ternalistic term “Israeli Arabs™ and
not the term that | use—"Palestin-
ian citizens of Israel.” Sorry, but
the Arab citizens of Israel are
100% Palestinian, no different
from their brothers and sisters in
the West Bank, East Jerusalem,
and Gaza.

The so-called “Nakba Bill,”
passed in 2011, bans public fund-
ing for institutions and groups in-
volved in activities
commemorating the expulsion of
750,000 Palestinians during Is-
rael’s establishment as a Jewish-
majority state in 1948.

While hundreds of thousands of
Israelis are out on the streets feel-
ing that a rope is about to choke
their basic freedoms and destroy
their democracy, perhaps we have
finally reached a “wake-up mo-
ment.”

The current Israeli government’s
ultimate goal of the anti-democ-
racy agenda is not to weaken the

come enemies

population is huge, adoption is
slow and limited as many people
only want foreign-breed dogs.

The Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act and the Animal Birth
Control (Dogs) Rules, 2001 (being
updated) aim to limit the popula-
tion of stray animals but do little to
improve public safety. The pro-
posed draft rules, or the Animal
Birth Control Rules, 2022, put for-
ward only procedural changes in
sterilization and vaccination, allow
only “terminally ill and mortally
injured” dogs to be Killed, and re-
quire resident welfare associations
to register their cases in their local-
ities. K is considered responsible
for feeding stray animals.

The PCA and ABC regulations
acknowledge that uncontrolled
stray dogs must be stopped, al-
though this does not account for
the magnitude of the problem as
there is approximately one stray
animal for every 100 Indians. At
about 21,000, more than a third of
all rabies deaths occur in India. For
the last five years, more than 300
people - mostly children from poor
and rural families - have been
killed by dogs. A 2017 study
showed that stray dogs in rural
areas can also be devastating to
wildlife. More than 80 species, of

which more than 30 are on the en-
dangered list, were targeted by
dogs in wilderness areas. Dogs that
are out alone can cause accidents
when they run across the road, in-
juring themselves and other peo-
ple.

Stray dogs enjoy opening
garbage bags and they can be the
cause of littering and spreading lit-
ter around the environment and
road far and wide. Stray dogs will
scavenge neighborhoods for food
and may break open garbage cans
and damage gardens. People who
feed stray dogs can be made re-
sponsible for their vaccinations
and can bear the cost if someone is
attacked by the animal. Each Res-
ident Welfare Association should
form a "Guard and Dog Partner-
ship” in consultation with the Po-
lice Dog Squad. So that the dogs
can be trained and yet be friendly
to the residents of the colony. Mu-
nicipal corporations, residents'
welfare associations, and local dog
groups should take care of the vac-
cination and sterilization of ani-
mals. Sick animals and aggressive
animals have to be put to death.
The only long-term solution is to
enforce stricter pet ownership
laws, prohibit people everywhere
from carelessly feeding dogs, and

without any interference. The gov-
ernment’s goal is to allow it to
annex the West Bank and imple-
ment policies that have the power
to lead to another Nakba—first
against the Palestinians in the West
Bank, and then, or parallel to, the
Palestinian citizens of Israel.

The current laws being legis-
lated will give the government the
power to pass additional laws that
will make it almost impossible for
Palestinians to be elected to the
Knesset unless they accept the
basic fundamentals of Zionism—
that the Land of Israel is for the
Jewish people and that the Pales-
tinians have no right for collective
national identity—not only in Is-
rael proper but even in the West
Bank and of course in East
Jerusalem.

While so many lIsraelis have fi-
nally awakened to the distortions
of our democracy and the threats to
all of us, perhaps they will now
also wake up to the need to con-
front the central core of our exis-
tence as a modern liberal society in
which there must be full equality
for all of those who live under the
same regime. (IPA Service)

of life

establish facilities for domestic
dogs.

More staff and funds are desper-
ately needed. Apart from steriliza-
tion, attention should also be paid
to adoption. And we must find
some compassion in helping to re-
solve this crisis humanely. As long
as dogs are homeless on the streets,
the idea of a rabies-free India with
harmonious coexistence between
people and dogs would be a
utopian dream. Leaving dogs
homeless is bad for dogs, bad for
people, and bad for wildlife. India
lacks infrastructure and mecha-
nisms to ensure that the vulnerable
(the poor and their children) have
access to treatment. As such, it is a
fantasy to expect the number of
dogs to decrease with sterilization
and vaccination.

India has committed to eliminat-
ing rabies by 2030, but until the
threat from stray dogs is first rec-
ognized as a public health menace,
India's poorest people will sacri-
fice their lives in safe public places
at the sacrifice of dull sloganeering.
Will continue to be deprived of
rights. (The writer is a research
scholar in Political Science, poet-
ess, freelance journalist, and
columnist, can be reached at
priyankasaurabh9416@gmail.com)
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‘Whose Forest?’: Why Indigenous People from Tiger
Reserves Across India Gathered at Nagarahole

By: Pranab Doley

Kaddinnamakkalunavene, kaddinnara-

jarunavene”. “We are the people of the

forest, we are the rulers of the forest”.

The long day’s walk had cast a tired
shadow on the faces of graceful and quiet villagers
— women, children and youth.

I was walking with them too. We were march-
ing through the forests of Nagarahole Tiger Re-
serve in southern Karnataka to various villages in
the vicinity to celebrate the long standing struggle
for local peoples’ rights to stay on their own land.

A fire glowed in the middle of the field where
the hundred-odd villagers gathered. Thimmana,
veteran elder leader of the Nagarahole Adivasi
JammapalaHakkuSthapana Samiti (Nagarahole
Adivasi Communities Rights Assertion Commit-
tee) walked to the middle, whispered in a muffled
voice and raised his folded hands in greeting to
everyone present in the rally. His smile of courage
and reassurance flowed like a wave, washing
away the hopelessness from the faces of the gath-
ered crowd. The struggle of the people of Nagara-
hole has a long history, and is an example of how
conservation has gone wrong in India.

There is a clash between varying interests: cof-
fee estate owners (Nagarahole is located in the dis-
tricts of Mysore and Kodagu, and there are coffee
estates both within and around the Park), profit-
centric wildlife lobbies and the colonial Forest De-
partment are pitted against the JenuKurubas, Betta
Kurubas, Paniyas, Yaravas and other original in-
habitants of the forest. Known as the Rajiv Gandhi
or Nagarahole National Park, the lands were also
declared a tiger reserve in 1999.

The struggle of local communities here is
rooted in the very basic principle of people’s right
to live on their own lands.

The Adivasis, and their ideologies and practices
of living with the forests, are best suited to protect
the forest and know the most about the lives of
flora and fauna. This is embedded in the commu-
nity’s call for their right to live in their own
homes, which the Forest Department repeatedly
violates through the creation of a national park and
tiger reserve. The struggle has seen brutal repres-
sions and also killings of people in the name of
conservation. This is a result of the militarised

conservation practised by the forest department
with increasing impunity in India.

The unbroken history of displacement of its
original inhabitants started in Nagarahole in 1978-
80 and the saga continues unabated despite peo-
ple’s continuous struggle for their rights to live in
Nagarahole. The number of villages displaced
stands at 47 since the inception of Nagarahole as
a Protected Area. But the forest regime has not
stopped here. Locals say forest officials have
killed eight people and permanently injured many
more. They say that this is part of their strategy to
invoke fear.

In 2021, Basava, a jenukuruba tribe member,
was allegedly shot by forest officials in retaliation
because he defended his sister who was being ha-
rassed by them. In 2022, Cariappa, another tribe
member, was allegedly tortured and killed by the
officials of the Forest Department, say locals.
These versions, which forest officials have not
confirmed, point to a denial of the dignity of life
to people. With such an outlook, how can India
aim to be a ‘Vishwa Guru’?

In solidarity and support with the Adivasis of
Nagarahole, forest dwellers from across India
joined the foot rally organised between March 15
and 21 by the Nagarahole Adivasi communities.
Representatives arrived from places as far as Kazi-
ranga National Park and Tiger Reserve, which
epitomises the model of militarised fortress con-
servation in India; Gir National Park, Simlipal Na-
tional Park, Dudhwa National Park, Achanakmar
National Park, and more. Different communities
separated by language and culture came together.
They walked through the forests of Nagarahole
and stayed in the villages, united by their collec-
tive memory and the history of having their basic
human rights violated.

A young woman leader from a forest dwelling
community, who is a lawyer now, spoke to the
people about the plight her family has had to go
through as a part of her community’s great fight
for their land.

A Tharu leader, who had arrived from Dudhwa,
shared how her father was brutally tortured. In the
starlit meeting, streaks of tears rolled down peo-
ple’s cheeks into the lands of Nagarahole, uniting
all in pain and struggle.

Rajni, working under the banner of the Mahila-

R b !
MajdoorKissan Manch, has been part of the long
struggle of Tharu Adivasis in Uttar Pradesh’s Dud-
hwa National Park. He says that wherever there is
an abundance of natural resources, be it jungles,
coastal areas, hill areas, or mining areas, “You will
find state repression.”

The experience of the Nagarahole Adivasis,
however, paints a different picture. Locals believe
that land grabbing private coffee estate owners are
the stronger force here.

“The Forest Rights Act was to be implemented
from December 31, 2007, but just 11 days before
that Nagarahole was hastily declared a tiger re-
serve, that too with the official notification not
mentioning the Forest Rights Act. The intentions
of the Forest Department and the state government
are clear — to stop the Nagarahole Adivasis from
exercising their rights under the Forest Rights Act.
We are with the Nagarahole struggle. From Dud-
hwa to Nagarahole, the struggle is one. We will
fight together,” Rajni said.

The rally, which spread like a wildfire through

.

the forests of Nagarahole and was joined by the
young and elderly, women and men alike, con-
cluded with a huge meeting of local villagers in
one of the villages inside the park boundary. The
rally has a charter of demands which locals sub-
mitted to the Divisional Forest Officer of Nagara-
hole Tiger Reserve in the presence of many local
leaders and protesters joining from various forest
and tiger parks.

The charter of demands are as follows:

1. Indigenous Adivasi communities of Nagara-
hole must be brought under the FRA of 2006.

2. The community has to have resource rights,
cultural rights, and habitation (housing) rights
within the forest according to the FRA. The Gram
Sabha does not recognise Nagarahole as a tiger re-
serve, hence it is a violation of the wildlife act to
impose it.

3. Stop forceful resettlement of people in the
name of tiger conservation.

4. All communities that have been evicted be-
fore the FRA of 2006, must be given the right to

go back to their lands and have their rights recog-
nised.

5. Whatever decisions are taken need to be for
the needs of the people of the forest and the
wildlife concerns of indigenous peoples. Indige-
nous peoples have laws and provisions in the In-
dian constitution (and international laws) that
clearly state that they are the people who will de-
cide what happens to their lands and what happens
to their forests. By completely violating that, peo-
ple in government offices, sitting in cities and
making decisions for indigenous peoples are step-
ping on our agency.

6. Forceful evictions must stop and whatever is
the law of the land has to be implemented and fol-
lowed.

7. Our lands and our forests cannot be declared as
a tiger reserve area or a protected area without our
consent. The constitution states that wherever indige-
nous communities live, that is a scheduled area.

8. Under the 5th schedule of the constitution
every scheduled area will have a minister from a
Scheduled Community representing it in the gov-
ernment. But in the last 15 years, this law has been
changed so that now somebody who is not a native
of this place can also become a minister. This has
to change. This is entirely wrong because whoever
has come and settled here will not understand our
pain or our connection to the forest. The minister
should come from the native communities of this
land. Interestingly, this year marks 50 years of
Project Tiger in India. The events conducted to
celebrate this take no cognisance of the role of
Adivasi and forest dwelling communities in tiger
conservation and the sacrifices they have made to
protect wildlife. While the decisionmakers of con-
servation gather in the safe confines of Dehradun,
a rallying cry for peoples’ rights by communities
from protected areas across India took place in
Nagarahole.

The walk witnessed indigenous people holding
hands through days and nights. Songs of freedom
and cries for rights reverberated through the forest.
Young people learnt from their elders lessons on
discipline and resilience in times of precarity, they
learnt of dignity and justice. A united democratic
voice for all the people in the country was raised
in the beautiful lands of Nagarahole. (Courtesy:
The Wire)

Are you contributing to electronic waste? ‘It can be done, it must be done’:
IPCC report on climate change

By: Sakshi Sethi

-waste is a growing concern not only in
EIndia but also globally. With the launch

of newer devices, our greed leads us to
buy the latest ones

Christian Lous Lange says “technology is an
effective servant but a dangerous master”.
There is no denying everyone is addicted to
technology in some way or another. Everyone
has seen the transition from a wired telephone
to the first cell phones followed by the latest,
lighter and better version of cell phones. How-
ever, have we ever thought that today’s tech-
nology will be obsolete someday? Today,
technology has affected almost every aspect
from advancements in education, medicine or
transport to easy access to socialization, food,
healthcare and productivity.

Every year, big tech companies come up
with new versions of their devices. This leads
to the market to shift to its updated version. As
a result, many individuals replace their phones
or gadgets with new ones, causing a lot of E-
waste. Today, almost 10 billion people have
smartphones, and in 3-4 years without access
to repair these devices will add to an enormous
amount of e-waste that already exists.

Though buying latest gadgets keeps an indi-
vidual updated, in the long run their constant
use will affect our planet’s health severely. Ac-

cording to a research, India is the 3rd largest
E-waste producer after China and the USA. E-
waste or electronic waste is the fastest growing
waste stream in the world. It includes dis-
carded electronic devices such as mobile
phones, tablets, notepads, computers, radios
and televisions. Computer devices account for
nearly 70% of e-waste, followed by the tele-
com sector, medical equipment and electrical
equipment. Unfortunately, these devices end
up in landfills, where they release hazardous
gases into the atmosphere. The toxic compo-
nents so released affect human health in terms
of skin irritation, lung infections, kidney prob-
lems, nausea and others. They also contribute
to soil contamination, polluting the environ-
ment and most importantly harm and threat to
wildlife. According to a recent study, E-waste
has reached alarming levels with 5.3 billion
phones thrown away every year. Since the last
5 years, waste has grown by 21% and is ex-
pected to reach 74.2 MT by 2030. If not recy-
cled or disposed of properly, heavy metals in
e-waste emit toxic substances causing serious
environmental concern.

At the individual level, there are several so-
lutions that can help reduce e-waste such as
considering repairing a smartphone instead of
buying a new one or preferring to donate old
devices such as laptops, computers or notepads
to schools or charitable organisations that can

find a use for the product. Educating high-
school students about e-waste’s harmful effects
has a greater impact on stopping its spread.
Adopting changes in technology such as cloud
computing and the internet of things can even
help with dematerialization. In India, many e-
waste recycling startups such as Cashify, At-
tero recycling, Namo E-waste, Binbag and
many more have come up with the objective of
conserving resources by adopting economical
and responsible disposal techniques of e-waste.

These startups are working day and night to
create opportunities to transfer waste into so-
cially and industrially beneficial raw materials
such as valuable metals, plastics and glass.
They are using simple, cost-efficient and envi-
ronmentally friendly technologies suitable for
Indian conditions. As climate change effects
grow, it becomes the responsibility of its citi-
zens to help the planet and prevent e-waste is-
sues. Also, with the 5G revolution, it is
imperative to recycle old smartphones. It is im-
portant to understand that a difference can only
be made at the individual level.

E-waste is a growing concern not only in
India but also globally, as the moment elec-
tronic devices get introduced, an individual’s
greed leads them to buy the latest one while the
old ones take space in the cupboard drawers.
We need a safe channel for recycling obsolete
equipment. (Courtesy: The Pioneer)

‘The Elephant Whisperers’ made me think
about my role in wildlife conservation

By: Srilekha Mitra

he Elephant Whisperers de-

I picts a divine bond among

human, natural and animal

world echoing with the philoso-

phy of Pre-Romantic and Roman-
tic poets in English Literature.

The 41-minute documentary di-
rected by KartikiGonslaves and
produced by Sikha entertainment
which won the Oscar in the Best
documentary film category this
year, making all the Indians proud
across the world, preaches
mankind’s vital responsibility to
safeguard the flora and fauna of
their environment.

Set in Mudumalai Tiger Re-
serve, located in the Nilgiri dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu, the film
represents a heavenly abode
wrapped in the greenery exuding
the beauty of nature at its peak.
“The Elephant Whisperers”
echoes with the view of the Pre-
Romantic and Romantic poets in
English Literature who believed
nature to be mankind’s haven, an
universal spirit which guides
them. Nature for profound Ro-
mantic Poets like Wordsworth
was a source of love, perpetual
joy, soothing and healing power,
knowledge and spirituality. He
considered Nature equivalent to
God like in the film Bomman as-
serts his pride being both a priest
and a mahout since he considered
serving the elephants equal to
serving Gods as in Hindu Mythol-
ogy, elephants symbolize Lord
Ganesha.

The plotline of the film re-

volves around a tribal couple
Bomman and Bellie who raise
two orphan baby elephants
Raghu(a fragile injured infant
who grows up to be a healthy ju-
venile) and Ammu, Bomman and
Bellie represent the tribal commu-
nity of Kattunayakam who has
been entrusted with the responsi-
bility to look after such orphan,
injured and displaced elephants’
generations after generations
which shows how tribes are more
rooted in nature compared to peo-
ple residing in cityscape. These
tribal people represent
Wordsworth’s religious percep-
tion where he spoke about the
holy trinity between Man, God
and Nature.

Throughout the film we see
how like parents Bomman and
Bellie rear two baby elephants,
understanding them, feeding and
bathing them. The elaborate
scenes of Bomman bathing with
the elephants especially the shots
from above which captured Bom-
man with the elephants in the river
amidst the lap of nature, almost
seemed paradisal and were very
soothing to the eyes. Bellie, a
widow who lost both her daughter
and husband is the only woman in
Tamil Nadu who is selected to
look after baby elephants and this
helps her to cope up with the grief
of losing her loved ones. Thus the
motherhood of nurturing these
elephants which Bellie thoroughly
enjoyed gave her a new identity, a
meaning to her life and a reason to
live — “Everyone now calls me the
mother of elephants and that

makes me proud”(Bellie).

The elephants united Bomman
and Bellie through the medium of
marriage and their wedding cere-
mony reflected the simplicity of
tribal life, it wasn’t any grand
wedding, but a wedding embed-
ded in their rituals emanating
peace and happiness.

Even after the launch of several
movements in India like Chipko
Movement, Bishnoi Movement
which centred around afforesta-
tion, human beings kept on rav-
aging the environment for their
own benefits, a short glimpse of
this is presented in the film
through the barren landscape of
leafless trees scorched by the
burning sun which made Ele-
phants rush out to villages in the
search of food and water resulting
in baby elephants getting lost
from their herd. This intense rise
in temperature is due to global
warming, consequential of the
evil actions of human beings yet
unfortunately there’s no sense of
guilt in them.

The fleeting clouds, beautiful
sunrise and sunset amidst the Nil-
giri hills, the glimpses of tigers,
leopard, bison, different kinds of
birds like vulture, cries of pea-
cock, species of monkeys sitting
on a tree, all these elements of na-
ture and Bomman and Bellie re-
siding among these elements with
their two baby elephants depict
the peaceful coexistence among
human, natural and animal world.

Elephants are considered to be
wild animals but this documentary
shows how humane elephants are

— “Everything about him is like a
human, except that he cannot
talk,” When Raghu’s responsibil-
ity was shifted to a different care-
taker, the way it impacted both
Ammu and Raghu along with
Bomman and Bellie is the most
heart-rending part of the film for
me. It’s like a son and a brother
being snatched away from a fam-
ily despite them pleading not to
take him away. However, the film
ends on a positive note where
youth is seen taking care of ele-
phants evident in the scene where
the local tribal boys scrub Raghu,
bathing him that which portrays a
hopeful future where after Bom-
man and Bellie, maybe these
young boys who will be adults
one day, will be shouldering the
responsibility of looking after
these elephants.

The Elephant Whisperers very
subtly delves deep into our psy-
che, making us contemplate about
our role in wildlife conservation
especially in conserving the ani-
mals like elephants which are on
the verge of extinction.

The film also explores the life
of tribal people and their harmony
with nature. In all it represents a
divine bond shared between
human and animal world with the
hope that humans beings who are
placed at the top of the Great
Chain Of Beings for their hierar-
chy of intellect will undertake
necessary steps to maintain the
peaceful coexistence among the
natural, animal and their own
world as shown in the film.
(Courtesy: Youth Ki Awaaz)

By: Frank Jotzo& Mark Howden

he world is in deep trouble
I on climate change, but if we
really put our shoulder to
the wheel we can turn things
around. Loosely, that’s the essence
of today’s report by the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). The IPCC is the
world’s official body for assess-
ment of climate change. The panel
has just released its Synthesis Re-
port, capping off seven years of in-
depth assessments on various
topics. The synthesis report con-
firms humans are unequivocally
increasing greenhouse gas emis-
sions to record levels. Global tem-
peratures are now 1.1°C above
pre-industrial levels. They’re
likely to reach 1.5°C above pre-in-
dustrial levels in the early 2030s.
his warming has driven wide-
spread and rapid global changes,
including sea level rise and climate
extremes — resulting in widespread
harm to lives, livelihoods and nat-
ural systems. It’s increasingly clear
that vulnerable people in develop-
ing countries — who have generally
contributed little to greenhouse gas
emissions — are often dispropor-
tionately affected by climate
change.

The world is up the proverbial
creek - but we still have a paddle.
Climate change is worsening, but
we have the means to act.

So Much at Stake

Over the past week in Inter-
laken, Switzerland, several hun-
dred representatives from most of
the world’s governments scruti-
nised the IPCC report’s 35-page
summary. The scrutiny happens
sentence by sentence, often word
by word, and number by number.
Sometimes it’s subject to intense
debate. We were both involved in
this process. The role of the re-
ports’ authors and IPCC bureau
members is to stay true to the un-
derlying science and chart a way
between different governments’
preferences. It is a unique process
for scientific documents.

The approval process usually
goes right to the wire, in meetings
running through the night. This
Synthesis Report was no excep-
tion. The scheduled time for the
meeting was extended by two days
and nights, wearing down govern-
ment representatives and the IPCC
teams.

The process reflects how much
is at stake. The IPCC’s assess-
ments are formally adopted by all
governments of the world. That in
turn reverberates in the private sec-
tor — for example, in the decisions
of boards of major companies and
investment funds.

The Latest on Greenhouse
Gas Emissions

The Synthesis Report confirms
both emissions and atmospheric
concentrations of greenhouse
gases are now at record highs.

This is a very tall order in light
of emissions trajectories to date.
Annual global emissions in 2019
were 12 percent higher than in
2010, and 54 percent higher than
in 1990.

But success in reducing emis-
sions has been demonstrated. The
IPCC says existing policies, laws,
technologies and measures the
world over are already reducing
emissions by several billion tonnes
of carbon dioxide and other green-
house gases, compared to what
would otherwise be the case.

Most importantly, it’s clear
global emissions could be reduced
deeply if existing policy instru-
ments were scaled up and applied
broadly. The report shows large
potential for emissions-reduction
options across all parts of the
world economy.

Many of these come at low cost.
And many bring side benefits,
such as reduced air pollution. If all
technically available options were
used, global emissions could be at
least halved by 2030, at manage-
able costs.

We have the collective experi-
ence to turn the corner. As the re-
port spells out, a great many
regulatory and economic policy in-
struments have been used success-
fully. And we know how to design
climate policies to make sure
they’re politically acceptable and
do not disadvantage the poorer
parts of society.

The report also draws out the
importance of good institutions for
climate change governance — such
as laws and independent bodies —
and for all groups in society to be
meaningfully involved.

Adaptation Falls Short

Rapid action on climate change
is the economically sensible thing
to do. If we fail to rein in emis-
sions, adapting to the damage it
causes will be more difficult and
expensive in future. What’s more,
our existing adaptation options
will become less effective.

Every increment of warming
will intensify climate-related
hazards such as floods, droughts,
heatwaves, fires and cyclones.
Often, two or more hazards will
occur at the same time.

Unfortunately, overall global
adaptation has not kept up with
the pace and degree of increasing
impacts from climate change.
Most responses have been frag-
mented, incremental and con-
fined to a specific sector of the
economy. And most are un-
equally distributed across regions
and vary in their effectiveness.

The barriers to more eftective
adaptation responses are well-
known. Chief among them is a
widening gap between costs of
adaptation and allocated finance.
We can, and should, do a lot bet-
ter.

As today’s IPCC report con-
firms, there are ways to make

adaptation more effective. More
investment in research and devel-
opment is needed. So too is a
focus on long-term planning as
well as inclusive, equitable ap-
proaches that bring together di-
verse knowledge.

Many adaptation options bring
significant side benefits. Better
home insulation, for instance,
can help us deal with extreme
weather as well as reduce heating
and cooling costs and related
greenhouse gas emissions.

Moving people off flood-prone
areas and returning these areas to
more natural systems can reduce
flood risk, increase biodiversity
and store carbon dioxide in
plants and soil.

And climate adaptation poli-
cies that prioritise social justice,
equity and a “‘just transition” can
also help achieve other global
ambitions, such as the United
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

We Can Close the Gap

On both climate change miti-
gation and adaptation, a massive
gap remains between what’s
needed and what’s being done.

Countries’ current climate
commitments do not add up to
the shared ambition to keep tem-
perature rise to below 2°C. And
for many countries, current tra-
jectories of emissions would also
overshoot their targets.

Likewise, on the whole not
nearly enough effort is being
made to understand, prepare and
implement measures to adapt to
climate changes. The gaps are
generally biggest in developing
countries, which can much less
afford to invest in climate change
action than rich parts of the
world. Developing countries are
calling for large-scale climate fi-
nance to be provided by devel-
oped countries, and this is not
happening to anywhere near the
extent needed.

Predictably, issues of interna-
tional equity and justice were
among the thorniest in the ap-
proval of the Synthesis Report.
The final version of the report
frames the issue not as an irre-
solvable conflict, but as the op-
portunity for “shifting
development pathways towards
sustainability”.

The vision of most governments
is for all the world to attain high
standards of living, but to do so
with “climate neutral” technolo-
gies, systems and patterns of con-
sumption. And systems must be
built so they’re robust to future cli-
mate change, including the nasty
surprises that may come.

It must be done. It can be done.
By and large, we know how to do
it — and it makes economic sense
to do so. In this report, the govern-
ments of the world have acknowl-
edged as much. (Courtesy: The

Quint)
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Biden starts democracy summitwith 38 dead in Mexico fire after
$690M pledge for programmes

WASHINGTON, March 29 (AP):
President Joe Biden is opening his
second Summit for Democracy
with a pledge for the U.S. to spend
$690 million bolstering democracy
programs around the globe.

The Biden administration wants
to use the two-day summit that be-
gins Wednesday to zero in on mak-
ing “technology work for and not
against democracy,” according to a
senior administration official.

Some 120 global leaders have
been invited to participate.

Biden frequently speaks of the
U.S. and like-minded allies being at
a critical moment in which democ-
racies need to demonstrate they can
out-deliver autocracies. The
summits, something Biden prom-
ised as a Democratic 2020 presi-
dential candidate, have become an
important piece of his administra-
tion’s effort to try to build deeper al-
liances and nudge
autocratic-leaning nations toward at
least modest reforms. The new
funding will focus on programs that
support free and independent
media, combat corruption, bolster
human rights, advance technology
that improves democracy, and sup-
port free and fair elections.

The official, who previewed the
summit on the condition of
anonymity, said the administration
has also come to an agreement with
10 other nations on guiding princi-
ples for how the governments
should use surveillance technology.

The surveillance tech agreement
comes after Biden signed an exec-
utive order earlier this week restrict-
ing the U.S. government’s use of
commercial spyware tools that have
been used to surveil human rights
activists, journalists and dissidents
around the world. The world has
had a tumultuous 15 months since
Biden’s first democracy summit in
December 2021.

Countries emerged from the

Group: Oil tanker tied toUS- - Taiwan leadler’s US meetin
traded firmreceiving Iran oll

DUBAI, March 29 (AP): An oil tanker owned by a
major US-traded transportation company appears to be
taking on Iranian crude oil in a key Asian maritime strait
in violation of American sanctions, an advocacy group
alleges. The firm allegedly involved, Euronav, said
Wednesday it will “take appropriate action when neces-
sary.” Satellite photos and maritime tracking data
analysed by The Associated Press put the Belgian-
flagged crude oil tanker Oceania just next to the Viet-
namese-flagged tanker Abyss for a possible ship-to-ship
transfer. The group United Against Nuclear Iran has
warned the Oceania’s owner, the Antwerp-based Eu-
ronav, that it believes the Abyss took on Iranian crude
oil in late February. The suspicion comes as Iran remains
able to trade its crude oil at sea despite American sanc-
tions snapping back into place after then-President Don-
ald Trump unilaterally withdrew the US from Tehran’s
nuclear deal with world powers in 2018.

Now nearly five years later, Iran enriches uranium
closer than ever to weapons-grade levels while continu-
ing to sell its oil and supplying bomb-carrying drones to
Russia to fuel Moscow’s war on Ukraine.

Brian Gallagher, a spokesman for Euronav, told the
AP in a statement that the company “has and always has
taken all the appropriate measures and protocols to en-
sure we are in compliance with all regulations.”

“All cargoes within our system have passed these re-
quirements,” Gallagher wrote. “Euronav will continue
to monitor any specific shipments and take appropriate
action where necessary.” Gallagher said the Oceania was
a storage vessel and the cargo from the Abyss was for “a
third party NOT directly with Euronav.” He added if the al-
legation the oil is Iranian is proven, “the cargo will be re-
turned to the third party who delivered it.” Euronav trades
on the New York Stock Exchange. The Abyss’ manager did
not immediately respond to requests for comment Wednes-
day. Satellite images from Planet Labs PBC and data from
the ships” Automatic Identification System trackers put
the vessels Tuesday and Wednesday in the Malacca
Strait, one of the world’s busiest waterways between In-
donesia and Malaysia. In an image Tuesday, tug boats
were pushing the Abyss toward the Oceania.

Tracking data from MarineTraffic.com showed the
vessels alongside each other Wednesday. At sea, oil
tankers can funnel crude between each other in a ship-
to-ship transfer that typically sees boats in a similar po-
sition. In a letter dated Tuesday to Euronav, United
Against Nuclear Iran said it believed the Abyss took on
crude oil at the Iranian port of Bandar Mashahr, some
600 kilometre (370 miles) southwest of the capital,

Tehran, on the Persian Gulf.

WASHINGTON, March 29
(PT1): The wait time for a US visi-
tor’s visa interview in India has
been reduced by 60 per cent this
year, a senior official has said, at-
tributing it to the slew of measures
taken by the Biden administration,
including opening more diplomatic
missions in India and abroad to
process these applications.

India was one of the very few
countries where applications for US
visas saw a major upswing after
coronavirus-related travel restric-
tions were lifted.

There have been growing con-
cerns in India over the long waiting
period for first time visa applicants,
especially for those applying under
B1 (business) and B2 (tourist) cat-
egories. The waiting period of first
time B1/B2 visa applicants in India
was close to 1,000 days in October
last year.

coronavirus pandemic, and Russia
launched its invasion of Ukraine,
the largest-scale war in Europe
since World War 11. Biden has also
tangled with Beijing, speaking out
repeatedly about China’s military
and economic influence in the Indo-
Pacific and beyond.

“Worldwide, we see autocrats vi-
olating human rights and suppress-
ing  fundamental  freedoms;
corrupting — and with corruption
eating away at young people’s faith
in their future; citizens questioning
whether democracy can still deliver
on the issues that matter most to
their lives and to their livelihoods,”
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
said at a pre-summit virtual event
on Tuesday. The U.S. hosted the
last summit on its own.

This time, it recruited four co-
hosts — Costa Rica, the Nether-
lands, South Korea and Zambia —
after ambassadors from China and
Russia criticised the first summit
and accused Biden of causing a
global divide with a Cold War men-
tality. Still, some countries would
rather not get between Washington
and Beijing. Pakistan announced, as
itdid in 2021, that it received an in-
vitation but would skip the summit,

state.

Americas.

BEIJING, March 29 (AP): China threat-
ened “resolute countermeasures” over a
planned meeting between Taiwan’s presi-
dent and the United States House speaker
during an upcoming trip through Los An-
geles. Diplomatic pressure against Taiwan
has ramped up recently, with Beijing
poaching Taipei’s dwindling number of
diplomatic allies while also sending mili-
tary fighter jets flying toward the island
on a near daily basis. Earlier this month,
Honduras established diplomatic relations
with China, leaving Taiwan with only 13
countries that recognise it as a sovereign

President Tsai Ing-wen framed the trip
as a chance to show Taiwan’s commit-
ment to democratic values on the world
stage, as she left Taiwan on Wednesday
afternoon to begin her 10-day tour of the

“l want to tell the whole world demo-
cratic Taiwan will resolutely safeguard the
values of freedom and democracy, and
will continue to be a force for good in the
world, continuing a cycle of goodness,
strengthening the resilience of democracy

a move seen in part as an effort by
the impoverished Islamic nation to
assuage longtime ally China, which
was not invited. The Biden admin-
istration has also expanded its invi-
tation list. Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Gambia, Honduras, Ivory Coast,
Lichtenstein, Mauritania, Mozam-
bique and Tanzania were extended
invitations to this year’s summit
after being left off the list in 2021.

The first day of the summit will
be a virtual format and will be fol-
lowed on Thursday by hybrid gath-
erings in each of the host countries,
with representatives from govern-
ment, civil society and the private
sector participating. Costa Rica will
focus on the role of youth in demo-
cratic systems. The Dutch are tak-
ing on media freedom. South Korea
is looking at corruption. Zambia is
centering on free and fair elections

The U.S. is no stranger to the
challenges facing democracies, in-
cluding deep polarisation and per-
vasive misinformation.

Lies spread about the 2020 pres-
idential election by then-President
Donald Trump and his supporters
have convinced a majority of Re-
publicans that Biden was not legit-
imately  elected, normalised

Russia’s retaliatory measures” if it joined NATO.

Foreign Minister Tobias Billstrom called the statement posted on the Russ-
ian Embassy’s website an “obvious attempt at influence.” Sweden’s security
policy is determined by its government and no one else, he told Swedish news
agency TT. It’s unclear if or when the Russian ambassador will appear at the
Foreign Ministry. Sweden and neighbouring Finland jointly applied for NATO
membership in May 2022, abandoning decades of non-alignment in the wake
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Approval of Sweden’s bid has stalled due to
opposition from Turkey and Hungary. The Turkish government has accused
Sweden of being too soft on groups that it deems to be terror organisations.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said Ankara needs further assurances
before it will give its final approval.

Asked about Sweden’s NATO membership on Wednesday, Erdogan told
reporters: “There are certain things we expect of them. They must be fulfilled
first.” On Monday, Hungarian lawmakers ratified Finland’s request to join
NATO, but it remained unclear when they ratify Sweden’s accession to the

Western military alliance.

Wait time for US visitor's visa interview in India reduced by 60 per cent this year: official

Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for Visa Services Julie Stufft
told PTI that the goal of the State
Department is to get to 1 million
visas issued this year, which would
be above the pre-pandemic number.

“We have increased the number
of officers going to India. We have
set up arrangements, which is un-
precedented, with other embassies
in the world like Bangkok to take
Indians who are seeking visas. We
are opening a new consulate in Hy-
derabad... and we’re just focused on
making sure that we can bring the
wait time down in India,” she said.

Stufft noted that Frankfurt, Lon-
don and Abu Dhabi have taken a lot
of Indian citizens who are seeking
visas. “We have asked these mis-
sions to take Indians as if they were
from their own host country. Espe-
cially in places like Bangkok where
there is no visa required for Indians

harassment and death threats
against election officials, and been
used to justify efforts in Republi-
can-controlled legislatures to adopt
new voting restrictions.

Later this year, the U.S. Supreme
Court will rule in a racial gerryman-
dering case from Alabama that vot-
ing rights advocates fear could
virtually dismantle the nearly 60-
year-old Voting Rights Act. Congres-
sional efforts to shore up that federal
law and increase voting access have
failed. Biden came into office vowing
that human rights and democracy
would play significant roles in his
approach to foreign policy. But he’s
faced criticism from some human
rights activists for being too soft on
Saudi Arabia and Egypt over their
human rights records. The adminis-
tration sees both nations as impor-
tant partners in bringing stability to
the Middle East.

More recently, Biden administra-
tion officials have been at odds with
close Mideast ally Israel, as conser-
vative Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu tries to push forward a
far-reaching judicial overhaul that
the administration worries will di-
minish Israel’s democracy.

Marti Flacks, the director of the
Human Rights Initiative at the Cen-
ter for Strategic and International
Studies in Washington, said “there’s
been a disconnect” between the
Biden administration’s messaging
and actions on human rights. The
administration may get higher
marks from allies for how it has ap-
proached stresses on democracy at
home. “The fact that the Biden ad-
ministration has been very open and
transparent about the challenges
that the U.S. is facing domestically
on the democracy front has in-
creased their credibility on these is-
sues externally,” said Flacks, a State
Department and National Security
Council official during the Obama
administration.

guards didn’t let migrants out

MEXICO CITY, March 29
(AP): When smoke began billow-
ing out of a migrant detention cen-
tre in the Mexican border city of
Ciudad Juarez, \Venezuelan mi-
grant Viangly Infante Padron was
terrified because she knew her hus-
band was still inside.

The father of her three children
had been picked up by immigra-
tion agents earlier in the day, part
of a recent crackdown that netted
67 other migrants, many of whom
were asking for handouts or wash-
ing car windows at stoplights in
this city across the Rio Grande
from El Paso, Texas. In moments
of shock and horror, Infante
Padron recounted how she saw im-
migration agents rush out of the
building after fire started late Mon-
day. Later came the migrants’ bod-
ies carried out on stretchers,
wrapped in foil blankets.

The toll: 38 dead in all and 28
seriously injured, victims of a
blaze apparently set in protest by
the detainees themselves. “l was
desperate because | saw a dead
body, a body, a body, and I didn’t
see him anywhere,” Infante Padrén
said of her husbhand, Eduard Cara-
ballo Lépez, who in the end sur-
vived with only light injuries,
perhaps because he was scheduled
for release and was near a door.

But what she saw in those first
minutes has become the centre of
a question much of Mexico is ask-
ing itself: Why didn’t authorities
attempt to release the men — al-
most all from Guatemala, Hon-
duras, Venezuela and El Salvador
— before smoke filled the room
and killed so many?

“There was smoke everywhere.
The ones they let out were the
women, and those (employees)
with immigration,” Infante Padrén
said. “The men, they never took
them out until the firefighters ar-
rived.” “They alone had the key,”
Infante Padron said. “The respon-

g plans draw Chinese threat

in the world,” she told reporters before she
boarded the plane.

“External pressure will not obstruct our
resolution to engage with the world.”

Tsai is scheduled to transit through
New York on March 30 before heading to
Guatemala and Belize. On April 5, she’s
expected to stop in Los Angeles on her
way back to Taiwan, at which time the
meeting with US House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy is tentatively scheduled.

The US stops are the most closely
watched of her trip.

Spokesperson for the Cabinet’s Taiwan
Affairs Office Zhu Fenglian at a news
conference Wednesday denounced Tsai’s
stopover on her way to diplomatic allies
in Central America and demanded that no
US officials meet with her.

“We firmly oppose this and will take
resolute countermeasures,” Zhu said. The
US should “refrain from arranging Tsai
Ing-wen’s transit visits and even contact
with American officials, and take concrete
actions to fulfill its solemn commitment
not to support Taiwan independence,” she
said. Speaking later on Wednesday, Chi-

Sweden summons Russian
envoy over ‘retaliation’ remark

COPENHAGEN, March 29 (AP): Sweden’s Foreign Ministry summoned
Russia’s ambassador Wednesday after Moscow’s diplomatic mission in Stock-
holm said the Scandinavian country would become a “legitimate target for

nese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao
Ning said China would “closely follow
the development of the situation and res-
olutely defend national sovereignty and
territorial integrity.”

“The United States should stop claim-
ing to set up guardrails for China-US re-
lations while conducting dangerous
activities that undermine the political
foundation of bilateral ties,” Mao told re-
porters at a daily briefing.

Transit visits through the United States
by Taiwanese presidents have been rou-
tine over the years, senior US officials in
Washington and Beijing have underscored
to their Chinese counterparts.

In such unofficial visits in recent years,
Tsai has met with members of Congress
and Taiwanese-American civic groups,
and has been welcomed by the chairper-
son of the American Institute in Taiwan,
the US government-run nonprofit that car-
ries out unofficial relations with Taiwan.
Tsai transited through the United States
six times between 2016 and 2019 before
slowing international travel with the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Russia launches drills of its

nuclear missile forces

MOSCOW, March 29 (AP): The Russian military
conducted drills of its strategic missile forces
Wednesday, deploying mobile launchers in Siberia
in a show of the country’s massive nuclear capa-

bility amid the fighting in Ukraine.

As part of the drills, the Yars mobile missile
launchers will maneuver across three regions of
Siberia, Russia’s Defence Ministry said.

The movements will involve measures to con-
ceal the deployment from foreign intelligence as-
sets, the ministry said. The Defence Ministry did
not mention plans for any practice launches.

The Yars is a nuclear-tipped intercontinental bal-
listic missile with a range of about 11,000 kilome-
ters (over 6,800 miles). It forms the backbone of

Russia’s strategic missile forces. The Defence Min-

and it is a relatively short flight.
Obviously this is not ideal. We want
Indians to be able to apply in India,
and that’s where we’ll get to,” she
said. More than 100 US diplomatic
missions have been issuing visas to
Indians.

“As a result of all of these efforts,
the visitor visa interview wait time
has decreased by 60 per cent just in
the last couple of months. This is a
result of all the work that we’ve put
into making sure that Indians who
wish to travel to the US can do so,”

istry released a video showing massive trucks car-
rying the missiles driving out from a base to go on
patrol. The maneuvers involve about 300 vehicles
and 3,000 troops in eastern Siberia, according to
the ministry.

she explained. The US Embassy in
India has said that with the lifting of
Covid-related travel restrictions, the
mission has made it a priority to fa-
cilitate legitimate travel and adjudi-
cated over 8,00,000 non-immigrant
visas in 2022, including record
numbers of both student and em-
ployment visas. “In every other visa
category, interview wait times in
India are at pre-pandemic levels or
lower,” the embassy said in a state-
ment in January this year.

Stufft said that currently “visa
production in India is 40 per cent
higher than what it was before the
pandemic”, asserting that the State
Department was working hard to
bring down the wait time.

In February, the US had the high-
est on-record production of visas in
India. “Our team there is working
very hard and they’re well on their
way to accomplishing the 1 million

sibility was theirs to open the bar
doors and save those lives, regard-
less of whether there were detainees,
regardless of whether they would
run away, regardless of everything
that happened. They had to save
those lives.” Immigration authorities
said they released 15 women when
the fire broke out, but have not ex-
plained why no men were let out.
Pope Francis on Wednesday offered
prayers at the end of his general
audience for the victims who died
in the “tragic fire.”

Surveillance video leaked Tues-
day shows migrants, reportedly
fearing they were about to be
moved, placing foam mattresses
against the bars of their detention
cell and setting them on fire.

In the video, later confirmed by
the government, two people
dressed as guards rush into the
camera frame, and at least one mi-
grant appears by the metal gate on
the other side.

But the guards don’t appear to
make any effort to open the cell
doors and instead hurry away as bil-
lowing clouds of smoke fill the
structure within seconds. “What hu-
manity do we have in our lives?
What humanity have we built?
Death, death, death,” thundered
Bishop Mons. José Guadalupe Tor-
res Campos at a Mass in memory
of the migrants. Mexico’s National

Immigration Institute, which ran
the facility, said it was cooperating
in the investigation. Guatemala has
already said that many of the vic-
tims were its citizens, but full iden-
tification of the dead and injured
remains incomplete.

U.S. authorities have offered to
help treat some of the 28 victims in
critical or serious condition, most
apparently from smoke inhalation.

For many, the tragedy was the
foreseeable result of a long series
of decisions made by leaders in
places like Venezuela and Central
America, and by immigration pol-
icymakers in Mexico and the
United States, as well of residents
in Ciudad Juarez complaining
about the number of migrants ask-
ing for handouts on street corners.

“You could see it coming,” more
than 30 migrant shelters and other
advocacy organisations said in
statement Tuesday. “Mexico’s im-
migration policy kills.” Those
same advocacy organisations pub-
lished an open letter March 9 that
complained of a criminalisation of
migrants and asylum-seekers in
Ciudad Juarez. It accused authori-
ties of abusing migrants and using
excessive force in rounding them
up, including complaints that mu-
nicipal police questioned people in
the street about their immigration
status without cause.

Pakistan’s NA adopts bill to
curtail powers of Chief Justice

ISLAMABAD, March 29 (PTI): Pakistan’s National Assembly on
Wednesday adopted a bill aimed at curtailing the discretionary powers of
the chief justice, a day after Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said that “his-
tory would not forgive us” if parliament did not enact laws to curtail the
powers of the country’s top judge. Law minister Azam Nazeer Tarar pre-
sented ‘The Supreme Court (Practice and Procedure) Act, 2023’ in parlia-
ment on Tuesday night, which was approved by the Cabinet earlier in the
evening. “The National Assembly passes ‘The Supreme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Bill, 2023’,” the lower house announced in a tweet.

The development comes two days after two Supreme Court judges ques-
tioned the suo motu (on its own) powers of the country’s top judge. “It is
being said that a constitutional amendment should be made,” Tarar said.
“I want them to know there is no need for a constitutional amendment.”
North Waziristan lawmaker Mohsin Dawar introduced amendments which
were accepted. Earlier in the day, the Standing Committee on Law and Jus-
tice approved the cabinet’s proposed amendments. Additional amendments
included the right to appeal against the suo motu verdicts taken up to 30
days before the passing of the Lawyers’ Protection Act were included in
the bill along with the amendment that any case that involves interpreting
the Constitution will not have a bench with fewer than five judges, Dawn
newspaper reported. Regarding suo motu powers, the draft states that any
matter invoking the exercise of original jurisdiction under Article 184 (3)
shall be first placed before the committee of three senior-most judges.

“..If the Committee is of the view that a question of public importance
with reference to the enforcement of any of the fundamental rights con-
ferred by Chapter | of Part Il of the Constitution is involved, it shall con-
stitute a bench comprising not less than three judges of the Supreme Court
of Pakistan which may also include the members of the Committee, for

adjudication of the matter,” it adds.

The legislation also allows appeals within 30 days of a verdict being is-
sued on a suo motu case and enforces that a bench be constituted to hear
such an appeal within 14 days. The bill as presented aimed to reduce the
discretionary powers of the chief justice to take suo motu action and also

set up benches for hearings of cases.

Meanwhile, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chairman Imran Khan has lashed
out at the federal government for trying to clip the discretionary powers of
the country’s chief justice, asserting that the move was aimed at putting
more pressure on the judiciary. “Every one of us wants judicial reforms.
But, their [the PDM parties’] only goal is to escape from the election,”
Khan was quoted as saying by Geo TV in a televised address on Tuesday.

“The attack on the Supreme Court of Pakistan by the gang of criminals,
the attempts to reduce its powers and degrade it, is being strongly resisted
by the people and this resistance will continue,” Khan tweeted.

Khan, 70, said the current dispensation took the decision in a hurry, only
to put pressure on the judiciary. Addressing the joint session of parliament
on Tuesday, Prime Minister Sharif talked at length about the dissenting
judgement by Justice Mansoor Ali Shah and Justice Jamal Khan Man-
dokhail of the apex court, who lashed out at the unlimited authority of the
chief justice to take a suo motu (on its own) action on any issue and con-
stitute benches of choice to hear different cases.

visa goal,” Stufft said.

In addition to the visitor’s visa,
the State Department official said
they are working on other types of
visas including student visas.

“Because we have been able to
expand interview waivers, meaning
fewer Indians need to come to the
embassy or consulate for an inter-
view, we can process that without
seeing the applicant. That has
helped us tremendously because we
have had consular officers in
dozens of countries who are actu-
ally remotely processing these In-
dian visas,” Stufft said.

This has made it possible for
people who don’t need an interview
and those who have travelled to the
US before to get their visa in a
record time of less than two weeks,
she said.

“It really is a global effort. Be-
cause we have such strong ties with

India and the relationship between
our two countries means that the
categories of visas are the highest in
India.. students, tech workers, and
crew members. It’s a high cultural,
educational and work relationship
between our countries,” Stufft said.

She said anyone who has to
travel to the US urgently for any
sort of humanitarian matter, those
cases will also be expedited.

“But make your appointment,
find the place that you can go in
India or outside of India where it’s
possible. And bear with us as we
bring these wait times down. We’re
very happy to be hitting records
every month with the number of
visas that we’re issuing in India,”
she said.

Stufft also said that the State De-
partment is excited about launching
a pilot project on domestic renewal
of visas soon.

—®—
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Mizoram CM
reiterates his party
will retain power

W ok

AIZAWL, March 29 (PTI): Mi-
zoram chief minister and ruling
Mizo National Front (MNF) pres-
ident Zoramthanga reiterated that
his party will retain power in the
next assembly polls.

Elections to the 40-member
Mizoram Assembly are due later
this year.

"Our arch-rival Congress has
declined (in strength) and the
number of constituencies it can
win are fewer. Zoram People's
Movement (ZPM), on the other
hand, can no longer use its previ-
ous planks. So, there is no doubt
that MNF will retain power in the
next assembly polls,” Zo-
ramthanga said while addressing
the party block conference at Ko-
lasib town, on the border with
Assam.

In the present assembly, the
MNF has 28 members, while the
main opposition party ZPM has
six MLAs, Congress has five and
the BJP has just one.

Last month, Zoramthanga had
said that his party will win the
next assembly polls as they have
efficient MLAs who are con-
stantly monitoring and taking
care of their respective con-
stituencies.

He also claimed that the MNF
will win the first Lunglei Munic-
ipal Council (LMC) polls to be
held on Wednesday.

The three-term chief minister
said that his government has been
constantly making efforts to usher
in developments despite many
hurdles. He said that the MNF
during its previous rule (1998-
2008) had experienced famine
triggered by bamboo flowering
and the present government has

HYC demands for rectification of roster system

also been plagued by COVID-19
pandemic and other problems.

"Despite all these hurdles, the
government has been making ef-
forts for the welfare of the people
and was able to distribute finan-
cial assistance under Socio-Eco-
nomic  Development Policy
(SEDP)," Zoramthanga said,
adding that the assistance will
continue to be distributed.

The SEDP is the state govern-
ment's  flagship  programme,
which aims at bringing sustain-
able development by accelerating
progress in key sectors through
judicious use of resources and
maintaining equality and equity
among the citizens.

During fiscal 2022-23, the gov-
ernment provided financial assis-
tance of ¥ 25,000 each to 60,000
beneficiaries.

Out of ¥ 595 crore allocated for
the implementation of SEDP in
2023-24 fiscal, ¥ 300 crore was
earmarked for family-oriented
programmes or financial assis-
tance.

Zoramthanga also claimed that
his government has been taking
"sincere measures to protect the
territorial integrity of the state
and extend help to Mizo commu-
nities living even outside the
country".

Speaking of the border clashes
with Assam, he said that Mizoram
did not lose even a single police-
man during the border dispute
with neighbouring Assam.

"They (Assam) urged us to
withdraw. But they stopped ask-
ing when | told them that I would
resign first if we were to retreat
from the inter-state boundary. In
the assembly, we also passed a
resolution to extend humanitarian
aid to our Mizo ethnic refugees
despite the Centre's directive to
push them back to their coun-
tries," the former rebel leader-
turned-chief minister said.

More than 30,000 refugees
from Myanmar and over 500
from Bangladesh are currently
taking shelter in Mizoram.

The northeastern state shares a
510-km-long international border
with Myanmar and 318-km bor-
der with Bangladesh.

Meghalaya HC directs govt to identify
land for construction of greenfield airport

At present only ATRs and smaller aircraft like Bombardiers
can be landed at the existing airport

SHILLONG, March 29 (PTI):
The Meghalaya High Court has di-
rected the state government to
identify few pockets of land for
construction of a greenfield airport
as the Shillong airport cannot be
extended to accommodate landing
of bigger aircraft.

A High Court division bench
headed by chief justice Sanjib
Banerjee said this while a PIL on
the matter on Tuesday.

"The state, in consultation with
AAI or even the officials stationed
at the Umroi airport, should make
an attempt to identify a few pock-
ets of land and, thereupon, AAI
may be invited to give a prelimi-
nary opinion as to whether any of
such pockets would be feasible for
a greenfield airport project,” the
bench said in an order.

The bench said that once a land
pocket have been identified as fea-
sible then acquisition exercise be
taken up, adding that the exercise
has to also be done discreetly to
avoid middlemen jacking up the
land prices.

The court, however, made it
clear that it will not interfere or im-
pose its will if both the state and
the union governments are reluc-
tant to set up a new airport but
stated that a new airport close to

Students protest against killing
of their colleague, demand justice

IMPHAL, March 29 (NNN): A protest staged by stu-
dents of Damdei Christian College outside their college
campus on Wednesday demanded justice for their col-
league who was recently killed by two armed persons
in Motbung in Kangpokpi district. Seigunlal Misao, a

- > i (Approx.) Earnest money Cost of :
class-XI1 student studying at Damdei Christian College, Sl Estimated value | 2% for GNL & 1% for tender | _Timeof
was shot dead by two motorcycle-borne miscreants at No. Name of work of Work) ST/SC/ OBC/MOBC document | €OmPpletion
Motbung on Saturqay night. During the PrOtGStf the stu- Construction of Latrine with Drinking Water Facility ) Rs.15,300/= 4(four)
dents chanted various slogans demanding booking of ! |of Runikhata Santipur Samabay Samity Ld. BulsLie W & Rs.7.700/= Rs300= | month

the culprits and punishing them as per law.

The students also refuted an allegation hurled by an
underground group that the deceased student was a drug
peddler. National Revolutionary Front of Manipur
(NRFM), a militant group while owning up the respon-
sibility for the killing of the student, accused the de-
ceased student as a ‘drug peddler.” Earlier, the joint
action committee formed in connection with the killing
of the student also refuted an allegation hurled by the
militant group at the deceased student.

O . e

Shlllong may give a fillip to the
state and its development initia-
tives. At present ATRs and smaller
aircraft like Bombardiers are land-
ing at the existing airport and the
length of the runway and the sur-
rounding hills do not make it fea-
sible for wide-bodied aircraft to
call at Umroi, the court observed.

The Lokpriya Gopinath Bor-
doloi Airport at Guwahati is about
140 km away and over 3 hours
drive, whereas Shillong Airport is
about 30 minutes from the city, it
added.

The court also observed that
though Meghalaya is a hilly state
but it also has large tracts of plains
and the closest place that can have
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a bigger airport appears, possmly
to be Ri-Bhoi district or in the West
Khasi Hills.

The AAI had in its reports indi-
cated that Umroi where the Shil-
long Airport is located may not be
the ideal location for expansion of
the airport to receive bigger air-
craft since the extension of the run-
way involve felling hills at a high
cost.

Also, taking into consideration
that clouds and fog engulf the air-
port and its surroundings in the
monsoon, the bench suggested to
the state to explore whether land
was available for a greenfield air-
port project to be started.

An effort was made by the state

towards the middle and end of the
last year to invite offers from
landowners for selling land for the
proposed new airport where only
one major offer came and the pre-
feasibility study conducted by AAI
indicated that the cost would be too
high to level the land for the con-
struction of a runway since the dif-
ference in height from the lowest
point in the relevant land to the
highest was about 180 metres, the
court stated.

The AAI later suggested that in-
stead of seeking offers from
landowners for the project, the
state and AAI could jointly identify
certain pockets where it may be
feasible to put up a new airport to
receive wide-bodied aircraft.

Feasibility studies could be con-
ducted at two or three places to
identify one or two of the proposed
sites for the state to acquire the reg-
uisite land and make it over to
AAl, it added.

The court said it appears that in
the development trajectory that
Meghalaya seems to have em-
barked on, a better serviced airport
is an absolute necessity for the fur-
ther prosperity of the state, includ-
ing as a tourist hub.

The next hearing of the case will
be held on May 9.

Meghalaya:
Sohiong assembly
bypoll on May 10

SHILLONG, March 29 (PTI):
The by-election to Sohiong assem-
bly constituency in Meghalaya's
East Khasi Hills district will be
held on May 10, chief electoral of-
ficer F R Kharkongor said on
Wednesday. The election to the
seat, which was scheduled on Feb-
ruary 27 along with the rest of the
state, was not held due to the de-
mise of former home minister
HDR Lyngdoh, who was also a
United Democratic Party (UDP)
candidate. The notification with re-
gard to the bypoll will be issued on
April 13 and the last date for filing
of nominations by a UDP candi-
date is on April 20, he said.

The counting of votes will take
place on May 13.

The UDP is fielding Synshar
Lyngdoh Thabah, the nephew of
Lyngdoh.

In all, six candidates are in the
fray, including sitting MLA Samlin
Malngiang who is contesting on a
National People's Party ticket.

Elections to the remaining 59
assembly constituencies in the
state were held on February 27,
with the National People's Party
winning 26 seats. The UDP won
11 seats while the BJP, HSPDP
and the PDF won two seats each
and two Independent legislators
also emerged victorious. Chief
minister Conrad K Sangma has
returned to power, with the back-
ing of BJP, UDP, HSPDP, PDF
and Independent legislators.

No.KOK/BLDG/Tech-40/Pt-1V/2018-19/6152

SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sealed tenders affixing Non-refundable Court fee stamp of Rs.8.25 (Rupees eight & paisa twenty five) only with a
validity period of 180(One hundred eighty) days which will subsequently to be converted and drawn up in the printed F-2
Form are invited from the intending Registered contractors of class-I (ABC) and II category of the Assam PWD(BIdg.) for
submitting tender for the work stated below. The tenders will be received by the undersigned up-to 1-30 Pm of 04-04-2023
and will be opened on the same date and place at 2-00 Pm,

Date 27-03-2023.

IPR(BTC)-1438/2022

Detailed NIT may be seen in all working days in the office of the undersigned. Tender paper will be issued to the
contractor or their authorized agent up-to 1.30 pm in all working days from 03-04-2023 to 04-04-2023 in the office of the
undersigned on payment in the form of Banker cheque/Bank draft/Demand draft duly pledged in favour of the Principal
Secretary, BTC. The contractor should submit up-to- date copy of Registration Certificate, latest clearance certificate of
Income Tax and GST along with the tender paper. In case the office is remain closed/bandh for any circumstances on tender
receiving/opening date, then the same will be received/opened in the next working days.

Sd/= Executive Engineer, PWD,
Kokrajhar Distric & Chirang District
Territorial Building Division, Kokrajhar

SHILLONG, March 29 (NNN): The Hyn-
niewtrep Youth Council (HYC) on Wednesday
demanded the Meghalaya government to rectify
an Office Memorandum (OM) which stated that
the reservation roster should be prepared retro-
spectively as itis ‘illegal’. Amemorandum in this
regard was submitted to the minister in charge of
Law, Ampareen Lyngdoh for necessary interven-
tion. "Itis also a settled law that any notification
in order to have retrospective effect has to be au-
thorized by a statute and in our opinion, the Office
Memorandum dated May 10, 2022, has no statute
which authorized to prepare the Reservation Ros-
ter to be effective retrospectively. Hence, it is il-
legal and the government must rectify it at the
earliest,” HYC president Robertjune Kharjahrin
said in the memorandum.

He said they have seen various advertisements in
government offices, certain reserved categories have
got more seats than others because of this faulty and
illegal Office Memorandum. "This may lead to dep-
rivation of jobs to the deserving candidates and also
leads to unnecessary litigation. Hence, the Office
Memorandum needs to be rectified immediately,"
Kharjahrin said while adding, "Based on the above
facts and circumstances, we would like to urge you
to take necessary steps for rectification of the Office
Memorandum dated May 10, 2022, on the matter re-
lating to the maintenance of reservation roster."
Kharjahrin said the HYC is of the opinion that the
guidelines for the preparation of the Reservation
Roster as per the Office Memorandum dated May
10, 2022, is contradictory to the Resolution dated
January 12, 1972.

"The guidelines as per the OM dated May 10,
2022, provide that the Roster shall be prepared
since the time the Reservation Policy came into

effect i.e. from the year 1972. However, the Res-
olution stated above, clearly specifies in para-
graph 2 that after the expiry of the second year,

any recruitment year," he added.

Roster against the point in the roster".

these reservations shall be treated as lapsed in S Mo Name of work Estimated |Bid Securty/[ Costof tender |  Date of Date of issue of | Time 8 date of | Timeof |  Eligibilty of
case of non-filling of reserved category posts in value of work |  Eamest paper Application | tendef paper | receiving/ | completion contractor
(Approx money opening of
The state government in pursuant to the judg- Tender

ment of the Meghalaya High Court dated April 5, _— R .
2022, and judgment dated April 20, 2022 - had Construction of Open Community Hall in the ] 2% Z z Receiving 3 [Regstered APWD
notified the guidelines for the same vide office premises of Sn Si Gopal Gosai Mandir, Kamarpara g_t for general 8 8 § up-lo 200 PM —~| (Builing)
memorandum dated May 10, 2022. At point D 1 Rabhapara, Joji, Kameup, Assam under Kulshi 5 and 1% 8 < of g Class-| (A.B.C).

1) of the office memorandum, it is stated that "In - 5 o 2 a £ | (Under
Q) n, Constituency of RHAC fof the year 2022- w  forreserved| @ s 1210412023 Classl (
order to prepare the reservation roster, names of year 2022:23. g 3 and opening at & | Guwahati Bidg.
all the candidates holding the post as on the date = category b 8 300 PMof Circle-l) and
of notification of this OM starting with the earliest Construction of boundary wall of Uttar Bongaon 2 2 g 120412023 § Class-lll (Under
appointee, since the time the Reservation Policy 2 |Rabha Students Union under Uttar Bongaon ~ § = Z| s Division)
came into effect, subject to information being Constituency of RHAC for th 2022. & ] 2 e @
available, shall be filled up in the Reservation e year 2022-23 g g b 2 2

As per the resolution dated January 12, 1972, : ; g S

which provides for the Reservation Policy in the Construction of Paver Block Road in front of PHC, 8 8 e e §
state, it is clearly stated in paragraph 2 that "If a suf- 3 FRU Medical campus, Boko{near Chamaria PWD § 2
ficient number of suitable candidates for filling up Road), Kamrup under Boko Constituency of RHAC 8 § S
the reserved vacancies is not available from the re- for the year 2022-23 A & =
spective classes in any particular year, then such va- & 2 |
cancies will be available to others. But the 2 2

deficiency in the number of scheduled tribes and Construction :
scheduled castes will be carried forward to the next 4 |(Goiden J mgmb;qwallgagmHuh School rs.. 2 %

recruitment year and made good in the recruitment s fion)under Gobordhan ] § ]

of that year, provided that reservation on account of Constituency of RHAC for the year 2022-23 ! & =1

deficiency shall not be carried forward for more than & _

one year. After the expiry of the second year, these S @

reservations shall be treated as lapsed. It has also Construction of Open Community Hall Jongakhull T 8 Ly

bee|r|1 decided tdhat atnotime Sdhafl1l the nur?ber ofd nor- 5 |Pakharapara Village, Kamrup under Jongakhul g § %

mally reserved vacancies and the carry forward va- Constituenc i 2 : £

cancies together exceed 90 per cent of the total R g (4 §

number of vacancies in that year".

The rally was organised jointly by Manipuri Students’
Federation (MSF) and All Manipur Students’ Union (AMSU)

Over 300 students take part in bike rally
against abuse of drugs mtoxmants In Manipur

IMPHAL, March 29 (NNN):
Over 300 students took part in
a bike rally on Wednesday to
mark the launching of “Stu-
dents’ Anti-Drug Task Force”
to take part actively in curbing
drug menace in Manipur.

The bike rally, calling for an
end to abuse of drugs and other
intoxicants, was flagged off
from the western gate of
Kangla fort and converged at
KM Blooming School in
Thoubal district. The rally was
organised jointly by Manipuri
Students’ Federation (MSF)
and All Manipur Students’

menace.

Union (AMSU).

After flagging off the rally,
MSF president Maibam Julesh
Singh said that the rally was
being organised with the objec-
tive of saving the society from
the evil impact of the drug

The abuse of drugs and other
intoxicants have given a great
impact to society today. To
save the society from drowning
in drugs, the society needs to
stand unitedly, he said.

He added that the students’
bodies supported the govern-
ment’s 'war on drugs'. The

poppy cultivation menace in
the hill areas of the state is an
unfortunate thing.

The rally aimed to reach out
to the public, particularly the
students in every nook and cor-
ner of the state and make them
aware of the evil impact of
drugs on society, he said.

He further informed that the
task force was formed consid-
ering the need for the student
community joining the cam-
paign against drugs in the state.

Without the involvement of
the student community, the
campaign against drugs would
remain incomplete, he ob-
served.

Earlier on Tuesday, the rep-
resentatives of the newly
formed task force had submit-
ted a memorandum to the chief
minister, seeking his support to
the campaigns to be launched
by the task force in the coming
days, he said.

Sealed tender in F-2 forn affixing Court Fee stamp of Rs. 8.25 (Rupees eight and twenty five paise) only with a validity period of 180 (one hundred

SHORT TENDER NOTICE

eighty) days are invited from Regisitered APWD (Building) Contractors for the work as detailed in the table below -

2. Tne tender papers will be issued to the contractor /Authorised representatives on receipt of application along with registration certificate, GST, PAN card
and Labour License on payment of the prescribed cost in the form of Bank Draft/Banker cheque drawn in favour of the Executive Engineer, PWD, Boko,
Chaygaon & Palashbari Territorial Building Division payable at SBI Amingaon branch,Guwahati-31 from 08/03/2023 to 09/03/2023 during office hours. The
same will be received upto 2.00PM on 10/03/2023 and will be opened at 3-00 PM on the same date. If for any reason the last date of receiving/opening of
tender is declared as holiday tender will be received on next working day at the same time as above. The tenderer or his authorised person may be present

at the time of opening of tender papers.
3. The prospective bidders should have upto date registration under RHAC.

4. The prospective bidders may inspect the proposed working site in any working day during office hours with prior intimation to the Asst. Executive Engineer

concerned, before submission of the Tender.

5. Bids must be accompanied by bid security of amount specified in the table above pledge in favour of the Executive Engineer, PWD, Boko, Chaygaon &
Palashbari Territorial Building Division. Bid Security will have to be deposited in the form of TDR/FDR along with the Tender and shall have to be valid for
45 (forty five) days beyond the validity of the Bid or 45 (forty five) days beyond the expiry of Defect Liability Period whichever is later.

6. Rate should be quoted in Flat percentage basis above/below/at per Schedule of Rates of CPWD (i) Building (Civil works) for 2021, and as mentioned in

the Detailed NIT.

7. Rates must be quoted both in figures and words legibly and clearly. If there is any discrepancy found between the rate in figure and rate in word the rate

in word will be considered.

8. The department will not supply any materials to the Contractor, the Contractor shall have to procure the required materials by himself.
9. The undersigned shall have the right of rejecting all or any of the Tenders without assigning any reason will also not be bound to accept the lowest tender.
10. The rates should be quoted considering all the taxes, duties and other levies as per Govt rule and the same will be deducted from the bill as per prevailing

rates.

11. The bidder not be allowed to withdraw his bid after opening of the same and if he/she desires so his/her Earnest Money will be forfeited. If he/she wants

to withdraw Tender after submission and before opening, he/she may do so on written request to the undersigned.

12. Bidders may modify their bid before opening of the Bid. He/she may do so by submitting his/her modification in sealed cover duly stating the name of the

work and name of the Contractor on the cover in the Tender Box before closing of the Tender box.

13. For canvassing directly or indirectly will led the bidder to disqualification including barring him from further participation in any Bid or may even to Black-

listing.

14. The successful Contractor will have to deposit S.D Money as per office order of C.E, PWD (Building) Assam vide his No. BN/12/82/Pt-1/84 dtd. 15/02/2011.
15. Payment is subjected to availability of fund made by the concerned department.

16. All other terms and Conditions are as per APWD(F-2) form of Tender.
17. The SNIT will form a part of the Contract Agreement .

Janasanyog/C/24158/22

Sd/-
Executive Engineer P.W.D
Boko, Chaygaon & Palashbari Territorial Building Division,
Palashbari, Kamrup.
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Moment politicians stop using religion |

politics, hate speeches will end, says SC

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI): The
Supreme Court on Wednesday took serious
exception to hate speeches saying these will
end the moment politics and religions are sep-
arated and politicians stop using religion in
politics.

Terming hate speeches a “vicious circle”,
the top court said these utterances are being
made by fringe elements and people should
restrain themselves from doing so.

A bench of justices KM Joseph and BV
Nagarathna referred to speeches of former
prime ministers Jawaharlal Nehru and Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, saying people from remote
areas and every nook and corner used to
gather to hear them.

“Major problem arises when politicians
mix politics with religion. The moment poli-
tics and religion are segregated, this will end.
When politicians stop using religion, all this
will stop. We have said in our recent verdict
also that mixing politics with religion is dan-
gerous for democracy,” Justice Joseph said.

Wondering as to how many people can
courts initiate contempt action, the bench said
why cannot the people of India take a pledge
to not vilify other citizens or communities.

“Everyday fringe elements are making
speeches to vilify others including on TV and
public forums,” the bench said while hearing a
contempt petition against various state authori-
ties including Maharashtra for failing to register
FIRs against those making such speeches. When
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta pointed out a
derogatory speech made in Kerala by a man
against a particular community and questioned
that petitioner Shaheen Abdullah has selectively
pointed out the incidents of hate speeches in the
country, this triggered sharp exchanges between
the court and Mehta.

He also pointed out a statement made by a
DMK party leader and said why has the peti-
tioner’s counsel not made him and those
states party in the contempt petition.

The bench referred to those speeches and said

There 1S vacuum that

“every actlon has equal reaction” and empha-
sised, “We are following the Constitution and
orders in every case are bricks in the structure
of rule of law. We are hearing the contempt pe-
tition because states are not taking action in
time. This is because the state has become im-
potent, powerless and does not act in time. Why
should we have a state at all if it is silent?”

Mehta then said, “Can’t say that about any
state but Centre is not. The Centre has banned
PFI. Please issue notice to the state of Kerala
so that they can respond to this.”

As the court asked Mehta to continue with
his submissions, he said, “Please do not do
this. This will have wider ramification. Why
are we shying away from looking at the clip?
Why can’t the court allow me to play the
video clip of the speeches? Why Kerala can’t
be issued notice and made a party to the peti-
tion. Let us not be selective. | am trying to
show the clip which is in public domain. This
court could have taken suo motu cognisance
of these speeches.”

The bench replied, “Let us not make this a
drama. This is legal proceedings” and added,
“There is a method to see the video clip. This
applies to all equally. If you (Mehta) want,
you can include it in your submission.”

The hearing of the contempt petition saw
some strong observations from the court in

which it said, “Hate speeches are like a vi-
cious circle. One person will make it and then
another will make it. When our constitution
was founded, there were no such speeches.
Now there are cracks coming up in the idea
of fraternity. There has to be some restraint.
Some mechanism needs to be developed by
the state so that we can curb these kinds of
statements.”

Justice Nagarathna said, “We need to look
where we as a country are going? There were
orators like Jawaharlal Nehru and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, the midnight speech. People from
remote areas and every nook and corner used
to come hear these leaders. Now fringe ele-
ments from all sides are making these state-
ments and we are now asked to take contempt
action against these people.”

She said that how can a court curtail “intel-
lectual deprivation” which comes from lack
of knowledge and education.

“How much contempt after contempt we
can take against these people. That’s why |
asked the other day, how the apex court will
deal with this. Why do you (petitioner) start
with the apex court? Should not there be some
restraint on speeches else we will not become
the India we desire for. Why cannot the citi-
zens of this country take a pledge to not vilify
others and what kind of pleasures we are de-
riving by making these speeches,” she said.

The top court, which allowed an intervention
application, filed by an organisation “Hindu
Samaj”, which had held rallies in Maharashtra
told its counsel, “Statements are being made by
some people, which the vast majority of the
community do not subscribe to. They are saying
things which are denigrating and demolishing
the dignity of others on a regular basis. State-
ments are made like ‘Go to Pakistan’. People of
other communities chose this country. They are
like your brothers and sisters. We are trying to
say that don’t go to that level.”

The bench chiding the counsel for speeches
in such rallies said, “Do you have the right to

break the law of land? If you break the rule
of law of the land it will befall on your head
like a tumble of bricks. If you want real de-
velopment of the country and want it to be-
come a superpower, then we need to have
respect for rule of law and then only we can
make our country a better place to live in.”

Advocate Nizam Pasha, appearing for the
petitioner, said that hate does not have any re-
ligion and he is here for vindication of rights.

“We are not whataboutery and anyone can
come with a grievance. Names of hate speech
givers are coming again and again. Court can
call for a status report on action taken by the
states against hate speeches”, he submitted
and referred to the data and speeches made in
different states.

Pasha said that 50 rallies have been con-
ducted in Maharashtra in the last four months
where hate speeches have been made.

Additional Solicitor General SV Raju, ap-
pearing for the Centre, said that according to
the law laid down by this court, if there is a
cognizable offence made out, the state cannot
object and is bound to register the FIR.

The top court posted the matter for further
hearing on April 28 and sought response of
Mabharashtra government on the plea.

On Tuesday, the top court had said abjuring
hate speech is a fundamental requisite for
maintenance of communal harmony in the
country, and asked the Centre what actions
have been taken after the lodging of FIRS in
hate speech cases. Observing that merely reg-
istering complaints is not going to solve the
problem of hate speeches, it reminded the
Centre on the need to take action against per-
sons making such statements.

Holding that the Constitution envisages
India as a secular nation, the top court on Oc-
tober 21 had directed the Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand governments to come down
hard on cases of hate speech, and register
criminal cases against culprits without wait-
ing for a complaint to be filed.

NCP’s Mohammad Faizal reinstated as

needs to be filled: CEC LS member:
Kumar on J-K polls

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
Chief Electlon Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar on Wednesday said
the fresh revision of electoral rolls
in Jammu and Kashmir does not
disturb schedule or conduct part
of polls and the poll panel is
aware that there is a “vacuum” in
the Union territory which needs to
be filled.

Kumar said in J-K, the special
summary revision took place tak-
ing October 1 as the qualifying
date, whereas in the rest of the
country, January 1 is the qualify-
ing or cut-off date.

“We went for October 1 as the
qualifying date there (J-K) as we
wanted to complete the process as
fast as possible. This process
(fresh special summary revision)
is to bring them (J-K) at par as far
as the voters’ list is concerned,”
he told reporters at a press confer-
ence convened to announce the

schedule for the Karnataka assem-
bly polls.

Kumar was responding to a
question on the fresh special sum-
mary revision of electoral rolls in
the Union territory.

“But nonetheless, it does not
disturb the scheduled part, the
conduct part that depends on var-
ious other factors which we will
come back to you. We are aware
that there is a vacuum that needs
to be filled,” the CEC said.

A few days ago, the poll panel
had ordered a fresh special sum-
mary revision of the electoral rolls
in Jammu and Kashmir.

While April 1 has been set as
the qualifying date for the sum-
mary revision, May 10 is the date
for publication of the final elec-
toral rolls.

Following a recent amendment
in the election law based on the
recommendation of the poll panel,
there are four qualifying dates or
cut-off dates — January 1, April 1,
July 1 and October 1 - to enrol as
voters. Earlier, January 1 was the
only cut-off date.

Recently, Kumar had said that
assembly polls in J&K will be
held keeping in mind various fac-
tors, including weather and secu-
rity concerns. He had noted that
the delimitation process in the UT
was completed and so was the
special summary revision or revi-
sion of electoral roll.

The CEC had said returning of-
ficers and additional electoral reg-
istration officers had also been
appointed in the rearranged and
new constituencies.

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
NCP leader Mohammad Faizal P P
was back in the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday as his disqualification
from the lower house was revoked
after over 10 weeks and hours
ahead of the hearing in the
Supreme Court on his petition in
the matter.

Lok Sabha Secretary General
Utpal Kumar Singh issued a noti-
fication restoring the membership
of Faizal, who represents Lakshad-
weep in the lower house, citing the
suspension of his conviction and
10-year jail term by the Kerala
High Court in an attempt to murder
case.

The decision came against the
backdrop of Rahul Gandhi’s dis-
qualification from Lok Sabha fol-
lowing his conviction in a criminal
defamation case with a two-year
jail term by a trial court in Gujarat.
Gandhi is yet to appeal to a higher
court against the verdict.

The NCP welcomed the revoca-
tion of Faizal’s suspension but ex-
pressed strong displeasure over the
delay by the Lok Sabha Secre-
tariat.

Faizal was disqualified from
Lok Sabha on January 13, after he
and three others were sentenced to
10-year rigorous imprisonment
and fined Rs one lakh each by a
sessions court in Kavaratti for at-
tempting to murder Mohammed
Salih, son-in-law of the late Union
minister P M Sayeed, during the
2009 Lok Sabha elections.

“It was not expected from the
Lok Sabha Secretariat. The Elec-
tion Commission had put the noti-
fication on the bypolls on hold
after the high court suspended my
conviction but the other constitu-

attends House proceedings

tional body was sitting on the files.
This was not fair on behalf of the
Lok Sabha Secretariat,” Faizal told
reporters here.

Faizal, who was present in the
Lok Sabha on Wednesday, said he
had to approach the Supreme
Court to get himself reinstated. He
also met Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla along with NCP floor leader
Supriya Sule.

“In view of order dated
25.01.2023 of the High Court of
Kerala, the disqualification of Shri
Mohammed Faizal P. P., notified
vide Gazette Notification no.
21/4(1)/2023/TO(B) dated the 13th
January, 2023 in terms of the pro-
visions of Article 102(1)(e) of the
Constitution of India read with
Section 8 of the Representation of
the People Act, 1951, has ceased to
operate subject to further judicial
pronouncements,” the Lok Sabha
Secretariat notification said.

Faizal had moved the Supreme
Court on Tuesday seeking revoca-

Cheetah from Namibia gives birth to
four cubs at Kuno National Park in MP

One of the Namibian cheetahs, Sasha, died due to a kidney-related ailment on Monday

BHOPAL/SHEOPUR, March 29
(PTI): Acheetah translocated from
Namibia to Kuno National Park in
Madhya Pradesh has given birth to
four healthy cubs, officials said on
Wednesday.

The happy news came in the
wake of the death of another relo-
cated female cheetah at the Park
two days ago.

Union environment minister
Bhupender Yadav described the
birth of four cubs as a momentous
event in India’s wildlife conserva-
tion history during ‘Amrit Kaal’.

“l am delighted to share that
four cubs have been born to one of
the cheetahs translocated to India
on 17th September 2022, under the
visionary leadership of PM Shri
@narendramodi ji (sic),” he
tweeted.

The minister congratulated the
entire team of Project Cheetah for
their relentless efforts in bringing
back the large carnivore to India
and for their efforts in correcting

an ecologlcal wrong done in the
past. Under the ambitious Cheetah
reintroduction programme, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi released
the first batch of eight spotted fe-
lines -- five females and three
males -- from Namibia into a quar-
antine enclosure at Kuno on his
72nd birthday on September 17
last year.

One of the Namibian cheetahs,

Sasha died due to a kidney- related
ailment on Monday.

Twelve more cheetahs were
flown in from South Africa and re-
leased into Kuno in Sheopur dis-
trict on February 18 this year.

Cheetah is the only large carni-
vore that got completely wiped out
from India due to over-hunting and
habitat loss.

The last cheetah died in Koriya

district of present-day Chhattis-
garh in 1947 and the species was
declared extinct in 1952.

A senior official at Kuno Na-
tional Park said the cubs were be-
lieved to have been born five days
ago, but they were spotted by offi-
cials on Wednesday.

“Siyaya’, their mother, and the
cubs were fine and healthy, said
Sheopur divisional forest officer P
K Varma. In fact, Siyaya has killed
two animals since she became a
mother, officials said.

She has been kept in a big enclo-
sure at the park as of now.

A female cheetah generally
gives birth 90 to 93 days after mat-
ing. As Namibian cheetahs were
brought here in September, Siyaya
would have mated after her arrival
in India.

The twelve cheetahs brought
from South Africa in February are
housed in a quarantine enclosure
and are healthy and active, offi-
cials said.

tion of his disqualification from
Lok Sabha contending that the
Kerala High Court stayed his con-
viction in the attempt-to-murder
case.

“The disqualification should
have been revoked immediately
after the Kerala High Court passed
an order on January 25 suspending
his conviction and sentencing,
though late, this is a welcome
move,” said NCP national
spokesman Clyde Crasto.

NCP chief Sharad Pawar had
met Birla on January 30 and re-
quested him to revoke the suspen-
sion of the two-term member from
Lakshadweep.

After the disqualification, the
Election Commission had on Jan-
uary 18 announced byelections to
the Lakshadweep parliamentary
seat.

However, on January 30, it de-
cided to “withhold the bye-elec-
tion” after the Kerala High Court
decision.

n Bypolls to one Lok Sabha, four

assembly seats on May 10 EC

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
Bypolls to one Lok Sabha and four
assembly seats across four states
will be held on May 10 along with
the Karnataka assembly polls, the
Election Commission announced
on Wednesday.

The counting of votes will take
place on May 13, it said.

The Jalandhar parliamentary
constituency fell vacant following
the death of Congress MP Santokh
Singh Chaudhary, 76, in January
this year following a heart attack
while taking part in the Bharat
Jodo Yatra.

The poll panel also announced a
bypoll to the Jharsuguda assembly
seat in Odisha which was necessi-
tated by the death of Naba Kisore
Das, who was shot dead by a po-
lice officer in January this year.

Bypoll to the Suar assembly seat
in Uttar Pradesh was necessitated
following the disqualification upon
conviction of Samajwadi Party
MLA Abdullah Azam Khan.

He was convicted in a 2008 case
relating to a “‘dharna’ on a highway
and sentenced to two years in jail.
He is son of SP veteran Mohd
Azam Khan, who also stands dis-
qualified in another case.

Chhanbey is the other Uttar
Pradesh assembly seat going for a
bypoll, necessitated by the death of
sitting Apna Dal MLA Rahul
Prakash Kol due to cancer.

Bypolls will also be held in the
Sohiong assembly seat of Megha-
laya where election was adjourned
due to the death of a candidate of
the United Democratic Party
(UDP).

Addressing a press conference
convened to announce the Kar-
nataka assembly elections, Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar said there was no hurry to
declare bypolls to the Wayanad
Lok Sabha seat as the trial court
has given Rahul Gandhi, who was
disqualified as MP, one month to
file an appeal.

He said the vacancy in the
Wayanad parliamentary con-
stituency was notified on March 23
this year and as per the law, a by-
poll has to be conducted within six
months.Kumar said the law also
states that if the remainder of the
term was less than one year, then
the election will not be held.

The CEC said that in the case of
Wayanad, the remainder of the
term is more than a year.

Lok Sabha approves amendments
to competition law

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed
the Competition Amendment) Bill,
2022, more than seven months
after it was introduced in the
Lower House in August last year.

The bill provides for the Com-
petition Commission of India
(CCl) to impose penalties on enti-
ties based on their global turnover
instead of the current practice of
considering only relevant market
turnover.

Amid din in the Lower House,
corporate affairs and finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman moved
the bill for consideration and pas-
sage. The bill was passed without
a debate.

The corporate affairs ministry
has made certain amendments to
the original bill.

One of the changes is with re-
spect to the turnover that will be
considered for the imposition of
penalty in case of competition law
violations.

“... turnover means global
turnover derived from all products
and services by a person or an en-
terprise,” as per the amendments
that were approved by the Lok
Sabha on Wednesday.

Another amendment is that the
CCI has to form a prima-facie
opinion about a filing related to a
combination within 30 days of re-
ceiving the filing.

Currently, the regulator can form
a prima-facie opinion within 30
days working days of receiving a
combination filing.

In competition law parlance,
combinations refer to mergers and
acquisitions, and deals beyond a
certain threshold require the ap-
proval of CCI.

Avaantika Kakkar, Partner &

Govt introduces Forest (Conservation)
Amendment Bill in Lok Sabha

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
Environment minister Bhupender
Yadav introduced an amendment
bill in Lok Sabha on Wednesday
that seeks to bring clarity to the
country’s forest conservation law
and exempt certain categories of
lands from its purview to fast-track
strategic and security-related proj-
ects of national importance.

Yadav introduced the Forest
(Conservation) Amendment Bill,
2023, amid slogan shouting by op-
position members demanding a
joint parliamentary committee
probe into the Adani issue.

The bill was then sent to a joint
committee of both the Houses for
discussion. The committee consists
of 19 Lok Sabha members, 10
Rajya Sabha members and two
members to be nominated by the
Lok Sabha speaker.

According to the government, the
bill seeks to clarify the scope of ap-
plicability of the Forest (Conserva-
tion) Act, 1980, on various lands. It
seeks to broaden the horizons of the
Act, keeping in view India’s aim to
increase forest cover for creation of
a carbon sink of additional 2.5-3.0

billion tons of CO2 equivalent by
2030.

It also proposes to exempt certain
categories of lands from the
purview of the Act to fast track
strategic and security-related proj-
ects of national importance, to pro-
vide access to small establishments,
habitations on the side of public
roads and railways, and to encour-
age plantation on non-forest land.

The bill proposes to insert a pre-
amble to the Act to encompass the
country’s rich tradition of preserv-
ing forests, their bio-diversity and
tackling climate change challenges
within its ambit.

It provides for terms and condi-
tions including the condition of
planting trees to compensate for
felling of trees undertaken on the
lands while considering the pro-
posed relaxations under the Act.

It seeks to include more activi-
ties for the cause of conservation
of forest and wildlife into the
array of forestry activities and
bring uniformity in the applicabil-
ity of the provisions of the Act in
respect of government and private
entities.

head — Competition at law firm
Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas, said
that in terms of merger control, the
bill has introduced a deal value
threshold, which will enable the
CCI to review transactions de-
pending upon the value of a trans-
action alone, provided that the
target enterprise has ‘substantial
business operations in India.

However, she noted that some of
the more debatable aspects of the
bill include the imposition of en-
forcement penalties based on the
global turnover of an entity, imply-
ing that the total turnover from all
products and services globally, will
be considered instead of the previ-
ously used methodology of consid-
ering only the relevant Indian
turnover.

From a business point of view,
she said, the consideration of total
turnover may lead to ‘unfair and
punitive’ outcomes and would also
lead to discrimination between en-
terprises who commit a similar
contravention but are penalised
differently depending on the ex-
panse of their business.

“Further, an intention to ac-
tively participate has been intro-
duced for assessing hub and
spoke cartels. Such an inclusion
not only increases the number of
parties that can be included in a
hub and spoke cartel investiga-
tion, but also increases the level
of subjectivity and discretion of
the investigating authority,”
Kakkar noted.

The Competition (Amendment)
Bill, 2022, was introduced in Par-
liament on August 5 last year.
Then, it was referred to the Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee on
Finance chaired by BJP member
Jayant Sinha.

RS proceedings adjourned for
the day till Monday amid oppn
Lproar over Adaniissue

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
Rajya Sabha proceedings were ad-
journed till Monday amid uproar with
Opposition members raising slogans
demanding a JPC probe into the alle-
gations against the Adani Group.
Soon after the Upper House reassem-
bled at 2 pm, following an adjourn-
ment in the pre-lunch session,
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar gave the
floor to Secretary General PC Mody
to inform the members about a mes-
sage from Lok Sabha that the Com-
petition (Amendment) Bill, 2022 has
been passed and laid a copy of the hill
amid slogan shouting by the opposi-
tion MPs. The chairman then took up
the motion for nomination to the Joint
Committee on the Forest Conserva-
tion Amendment Bill, 2023 and asked
environment minister Bhupender
Yadav to move it. Yadav moved the
motion to nominate Rajya Sabha
members Ashok Bajpai, Anil Baluni,
Samir Oraon and CM Ramesh (all
BJP), Jawhar Sircar (AITC),
Prashanta Nanda (BJD), Hishey
Lachungpa (SDF), Birendra Prasad
Baishya (AGP) in the committee be-
sides two members to be nominated
by the chairman.
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Modi govt scared of JPC probe into Adani issue, alleges Cong

‘MVA intact despite differences on Savarkar’

MUMBAI, March 29 (PTI): The Congress on
Wednesday reiterated its demand for a Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) probe into the
Adani issue and alleged that the Modi govern-
ment was scared of this inquiry.

Addressing a press conference here, Con-
gress spokesperson Pawan Khera also said
the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) alliance in
Maharashtra, comprising his party, the Ud-
dhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena and the Na-
tionalist Congress Party (NCP), is united
despite differences over late Hindutva ideo-
logue V D Savarkar.

“The Congress has demanded that the Adani
scam be investigated by a JPC. But the Modi
government is scared of it. Why is the Modi
government afraid of a JPC inquiry into the
Adani scam?” he asked. “Who has invested
< 20,000 crore in Adani Group of industries?
This investment involves a citizen of China.
Who is that person? Rahul Gandhi had raised
this issue so that the people of the country
should be informed about it,” he said.

Khera accused the Modi government of
showing a special favour to the Adani group.

“Adani was given a loan from the SBI (State
Bank of India). Prime Minister Narendra Modi
pressured the Sri Lankan government to award
power sector contracts in that country to him.
Modi lobbied for Adani to get the power supply
contract in Bangladesh. LIC (Life Insurance
Corporation) investors were forced to invest
their money in Adani’s company,” the Congress
leader claimed.

He said by questioning the relationship be-
tween Adani and Modi, Rahul Gandhi put the

central government on edge.

A large part of Rahul Gandhi’s Lok Sabha
speech was expunged. Congress chief Mallikar-
jun Kharge’s question on Adani was also re-
moved from the proceedings of Parliament,
Khera said.

“Why is the Modi government so afraid of
the Adani issue? Rahul Gandhi raised the issue
of Adani-Modi relationship in Parliament on
February 7, and nine days later the old Surat
court case was opened for action faster than the
speed of a bullet train,” he added.

US short seller Hindenburg Research has al-
leged in its report that the Adani group was “en-
gaged in a brazen stock manipulation and
accounting fraud”, and used offshore shell com-
panies to inflate stock prices. The group has de-
nied all Hindenburg allegations, calling them
“malicious”, “baseless” and a “calculated attack
on India”.

The Congress has been persistent in its attack
on the government weeks after Adani Group
stocks took a beating on the bourses after Hin-

denburg Research’s allegations.

Khera said that on March 23, Rahul Gandhi
was sentenced to a two-year jail term and he
was disqualified from the Lok Sabha within 24
hours. The Modi government did not stop there,
but also sent a notice to him to vacate the gov-
ernment house in Delhi. Gandhi has made a
home in the hearts of 140 crore people of the
country, and therefore he is not afraid of asking
direct questions to PM Modi.

“The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is making
false and ridiculous allegations that Rahul
Gandhi has insulted OBCs (through his Modi
surname remarks),” he said.

When asked about the MVVA, Khera said the
alliance of Congress, NCP and Uddhav Thack-
eray’s Shiv Sena is united. “There is no truth in
the allegations that there is a split in the MVA
over the Savarkar issue. This alliance is strong.
Each party has its own views, everyone is free
to express their views,” he said.

Communication is important in democracy
and that communication is still present in the
MVA. The issue of Savarkar is being used by
the BJP to divert public attention from the burn-
ing issues of the country. Does BJP accept what
Savarkar had made disparaging remarks about
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and Sambhaji Ma-
haraj,” he asked.

During a rally on Sunday, Uddhav Thackeray
had slammed Rahul Gandhi for his attack on
Savarkar and said his outfit will not tolerate any
insult of the freedom fighter. The Thackeray
faction had skipped the meeting convened by
Kharge as a mark of protest against Gandhi’s
remarks targeting Savarkar.

Immediately give national party status to AAP, ensure
all “facilities’ during K’taka polls: Sanjay Singh to EC

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
The AAP on Wednesday de-
manded that the Election Commis-
sion recognise it as a national party
“immediately” and ensure it gets
all the “facilities” during the Kar-
nataka Assembly polls a national
party is entitled to.

The poll panel said earlier in the
day it was looking into the issue of
granting national status to the Aam
Aadmi Party.

“The Election Commission an-
nounced the schedule for Kar-
nataka elections today but we have
a grievance with it,” AAP Rajya
Sabha MP and national spokesper-
son Sanjay Singh said at a press
conference.

He lamented that the poll panel
has not yet taken any decision on
the matter even after the AAP ful-
filled the conditions required to be
declared a national party with its
performance in Punjab, Gujarat
and Goa polls last year.

“Election Commission has not
officially given national party sta-
tus to AAP despite the party ruling
Delhi and Punjab and has two
MLAs with over 6 percent vote
share in Goa. The party also has
five MLAs in Gujarat where it se-
cured about 14 per cent vote share
in the assembly polls last year,”
Singh said.

“Even a class 10 student would
give you the answer if you ask
whether the AAP should get na-
tional status or not as per rules,” he
said, adding, “I don’t know what
the Election Commission is
doing”.

“I urge the Election Commission
to immediately give AAP a na-
tional party status and also ensure
that we get all facilities in Kar-
nataka polls that any national party
is entitled to,” Singh said.

Singh claimed that the Election
Commission had assured him at an
all-party meeting that a decision
will be taken on AAP’s request
soon.

“At the meeting, | asked in the
presence of the chief election com-
missioner when we will have na-
tional party status. He said a
decision was going to be taken
very soon and that AAP will be
given national party status,” Singh
claimed.

The AAP leader said the party
has submitted a request for this to
the poll panel even though it was
not required.

“The Election Commission
should have taken a decision on its
own. There was no need to file any
application in this regard but we
did and it is pending with the Elec-
tion Commission,” he added.

Radical preacher
Amritpal not arrested
yet, Punjab govt tells HC

CHANDIGARH, March 29
(PTI): The Punjab government
Wednesday informed the Punjab
and Haryana High Court that “de-
spite best efforts”, radical preacher
Amritpal Singh has not been ar-
rested yet.

Justice N S Shekhawat was
hearing a habeas corpus petition
filed by advocate Imaan Singh
Khara, seeking the “release” of the
Khalistan sympathiser from al-
leged police custody.

The habeas corpus plea was re-
cently filed by Khara, claiming
Amritpal Singh was in “illegal cus-
tody” of police.

During the resumed hearing in
the matter on Wednesday, the peti-
tioner sought more time from the
court for producing evidence to
show that Amritpal was in “illegal
custody” of police.

The court on Tuesday pointed
out that the state’s stand is that Am-
ritpal had not been arrested so far
and had asked the petitioner to
show evidence that the preacher
was in “illegal custody”.

The state government, through
an affidavit of Deputy Inspector
General of Police (Border range)
Narinder Bhargav filed in the high
court, said that Amritpal is ab-
sconding from the law.

AAP MLAs target
Delhi L-G over
Indraprastha

college incident

Four BJP MLAs
marshalled out of House

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
AAP MLAs on Wednesday raised
the issue of alleged harassment of
students at Delhi University’s In-
draprastha College for Women in
the Delhi Assembly and blamed

the Lieutenant Governor for
“poor” law and order situation in
the national capital.

Meanwhile, four BJP MLAs
were marshalled out of the Assem-
bly following arguments with
Speaker Ram Niwas Goel on the
issues to be taken up for discussion
in the House.

AAP MLA Bhavna Gaur raised
the matter of women security and
law and order in view of Tuesday's
incident at Indraprastha College
for Women where several men
scaled the college walls and ha-
rassed students.

The BJP members, however,
wanted a discussion on the issue of
corruption, including the now-re-
pealed excise policy, but the
Speaker did not allow it, saying it
had already been discussed.

“We should be ashamed that
men trespassed into women’s col-
leges and misbehaved with the stu-
dents. This is a serious issue. Does
women's security not matter to
you? The college is close to the
Vidhan Sabha, the chief minister’s
residence and right under the nose
of the Raj Niwas,” he said.

Goel requested the BJP mem-
bers to leave the House if they did
not want to participate in the dis-
cussion on the issue of women se-
curity and law and order in Delhi.

When the BJP MLAs did not re-
lent, the Speaker ordered that four
of them -- Jitendra Mahajan, Ajay
Mahawar, O P Sharma and Mohan
Singh Bisht -- be marshalled out.

Targetting L-G V K Saxena,
AAP MLA Rajendra Pal Gau-
tam asked him to step down if
he cannot handle the law and
order in Delhi.

Medical services take a hit as Rajasthan
doctors protest against nght to Health B|II

JAIPUR, March 29 (PTI): Medical services were af-
fected in parts of Rajasthan on Wednesday after gov-
ernment doctors and faculty members in medical
colleges went on a one-day strike in solidarity with
private doctors agitating against the Right to Health
Bill. However, many government doctors attended to
patients in OPDs at places like Bharatpur, Alwar and
Udaipur.

Emergency services and ICUs were exempted from
the strike. There was not much impact of the boycott
in Sawai Mansingh (SMS) hospitals, the largest state-
run hospitals in the state. Similarly, the services re-
mained unaffected in Dausa, the hometown of state
health minister Parsadi Lal Meena.

In Rajasthan, private doctors are demanding with-
drawal of the Bill passed in the state assembly last
Tuesday. According to the Bill, every resident of the
state will have the right to emergency treatment and
care “without prepayment” at any “public health in-
stitution, health care establishment and designated
health care centres”.

Igbal Khan, joint secretary, health department, had
on Tuesday issued an order to medical college princi-
pals directing them to ensure that medical services in
OPD, IPD, ICU, emergency and maternity wards were
not affected and to take disciplinary action against the
doctors going on leave without approval.

Meena said the strike was “unfair” and “unjustified”
and that the doors of the government were always
open for any negotiation.

Taking a tough stand, the state government warned
of disciplinary action against the government doctors
for going on leave without approval. As a result, some
of the doctors returned to work after boycotting work
for two hours in Alwar, Bharatpur, Udaipur and Dun-
garpur. Amid the protest, Bundi collector Ravindra
Goswami, who is also an MBBS doctor, attended to a
few patients in the district hospital.

The management of OPD in SMS hospital was han-
dled by an additional principal, additional superinten-
dent and other doctors engaged in administrative
work. “We are trying our best that no patient returns
without consulting the doctor. Nursing staff is coop-

eratlng with us,” Rajeev Bagarhatta prmmpal of SMS
medical college, said.

Meanwhile, many people from neighbouring states
were caught off guard as they were unaware of the
strike. “I came from Haryana today to consult a doctor
for my cousin who is facing weakness and problems
in the nervous system. | was not aware of the strike,”
Nasruddin said. He, however, managed to consult a
doctor later.

Another patient Surendra Meena said he came to
the hospital due to abdomen pain and was able to see
a doctor after waiting for an hour.

Earlier in the day, Ajay Chaudhary, president, in-
service doctors association, said the association had
given a call for one-day mass leave on Wednesday to
boycott work in support of the movement against the
Right to Health Bill (RTH).

Private doctors continued to protest against the Bill.
They pulled ‘thelas’ (hand carts) while placing ban-
ners like “Dr Agrawal Namkeen Bhandar” on them,
claiming that the ruling dispensation does not want
them to serve as medical practitioners and therefore
they were selling ‘namkeen’ (snacks), juice and pota-
toes on the carts.

Dr Gautam, who runs a hospital, said there was no
need for the Right to Health Bill as he said the medical
institutes were already providing services to the peo-
ple. He said through the Bill, ‘inspector-raj” will in-
crease because the local authorities will create
pressure on them in the name of inspection and action
like seizure can be taken.

Over 19,000 SC, ST and OBC students dropped

out higher ed institutions in 5 years: Centre

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
More than 19,000 students from
OBC, SC and ST categories
dropped out from central universi-
ties, 11 Ts, and 1IMs during 2018-
2023, according to the Ministry of
Education.

The data was shared by Union
minister of state for education,
Subhas Sarkar, in response to a
written question in Rajya Sabha.

According to available records,
the number of drop out students
from 2018 to 2023 in Central Uni-
versities (CUs), Indian Institutes of
Technology (11Ts) and Indian Insti-

tutes of Management (IIMs) in
various courses is 19,256.

While 14,446 students from the
three categories dropped out from
central universities during the pe-
riod, 4,444 students dropped out
from I1Ts, and 366 from 11Ms, the
minister said.

“In the Higher Education sector
students have multiple options and
they choose to migrate across in-
stitutions and from one course or
programme to another in the same
institution. The migration or with-
drawal, if any, is mainly on ac-
count of securing seats by the

students in other departments or
institutions of their choice or on
any personal ground,” Sarkar said.
“The government has taken var-
ious steps like fee reduction, estab-
lishment of more institutes,
scholarship, priority access to na-
tional level scholarships to aid the
students with poor financial back-
grounds to pursue their education.
“For the welfare of SC and ST
students the schemes like “waiver
of tuition fees in 11Ts’, grant of na-
tional scholarships under Central
Sector Scheme, scholarships in in-
stitutes etc. are also there,”

India-Africa defence ties: Second
edition of AFINDEX culminates in Pune

PUNE, March 29 (PTI): The sec-
ond edition of the Africa-India
Field Training Exercise
(AFINDEX-2023), described by
Indian Army chief General Manoj
Pande as an unparalleled platform
to foster the spirit of friendship,
culminated on Wednesday at the
Foreign Training Node in Aundh
here. It saw the participation of 25
African nations. A total of 124 se-
curity  personnel, including
women, participated in the exer-
cise that was held from March 16
to 29. On the Indian side, troops
from the Sikh, Maratha and Mahar
Regiments took part in the multi-
national exercise. On Tuesday, an
Army chiefs conclave was held
here where army chiefs of 10
African nations were in atten-
dance.

The aim of the exercise was to
build positive military relations,

imbibe each other’s best practices
and promote the ability to operate
together while undertaking the ex-
ecution of Humanitarian Mine Ac-
tion and Peacekeeping Operations
under the UN mandate.

The focus of training on Hu-
manitarian Mine Action has been
on education and awareness, casu-
alty evacuation, victim rehabilita-
tion, and land release and re-use
techniques, General Pande said in

his valedictory address.

He said the focus of training on
peacekeeping operations has been
on understanding the mandate of
peacekeeping operations, mission
organisation, protection of civil-
ians, combat deployment and legal
aspects.

Pande said the joint exercises
are an unparalleled platform to fos-
ter the spirit of friendship and hone
military skills and capabilities and

refine joint techniques, tactics and
procedures in the conduct of such
operations.

The Indian Army said the joint
exercise will enable the armies to
learn and adopt methodologies and
tactics while conducting such op-
erations. Further, the exercise will
assist the forces in the correct in-
terpretation of rules of engagement
while undertaking peacekeeping
operations, it added.

The bonhomie, esprit de corps
and goodwill generated during the
exercise will go a long way in fur-
ther strengthening the bonds be-
tween the armies by enabling
understanding of each other’s or-
ganisation and methodology of
conducting various operations, it
said. “This exercise is a harbinger
for greater cooperation between
Indian and African armies in the
future,” the Indian Army added.

Modi agreed to discuss our

special grant-in-aid for all-round development of the two hill districts of Karbi Anglong and West Karbi An-
glong and direct funding from the Central government. After submitting the memorandum, Ronghang told the
media that the longstanding demand of the people of Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao, i.e., autonomous state,
is included in the memorandum. “The Prime Minister has given a patient hearing to our request and assured us
that the points mentioned in the memorandum will be discussed by the Central government,” he said.

A Member of Autonomous Council (MAC) Pawan Kumar Rai, who was contacted over phone, informed
that the team met the Prime Minister in Parliament House while a session was going on.

The delegation included Executive Members (EMs), KAAC, MACs, and MLAs from both Karbi Anglong
and West Karbi Anglong. The KAAC delegation has been advocating for the creation of an autonomous state
for the hill districts of Karbi Anglong, West Karbi Anglong, and NC Hills for a long time.

Akhil among 3 MLAS

again trooped to the well. Daimary repeatedly asked Gogoi and others to return to their seats but in vain.
The Speaker then suspended Gogoi for the day and ordered Marshals to take him out.

However, Congress MLAs, led by Kamalakhya Dey Purkayastha and Jakir Hussain Sikdar, made a ring to
protect Gogoi and the Marshals could take the Independent MLA out of the House after a brief struggle.

Sarma then said, “I propose that Akhil Gogoi and Kamalakhya Dey Purkayastha be expelled for this entire
session till April 5.” The budget session of the Assam Assembly is scheduled to end on that day.

Immediately after that, Daimary suspended Purkayastha and Sikdar from the House for the entire day. The
House marshals took all three legislators out of the House.

The Speaker then adjourned the House for 20 minutes again.

As soon as the House resumed, the chief minister urged the Speaker not to accept the Adjournment Motion,
asserting that a judicial verdict cannot be criticised and the court is not in Assam.

Sarma said Gandhi is a victim of his own act of tearing the ordinance brought to give relief to elected repre-
sentatives, who would be convicted of two or more years of imprisonment. Gandhi had opposed the ordinance
at that time and tore the ordinance in a press conference as a token of protest.

Sarma said, “I believe he (Gandhi) is the supreme leader of Debabrata Saikia. Rahul Gandhi himself wanted
that disqualification should be instant if an MP or MLA is sentenced to two or more years in prison. Are you
(Congress MLAs) opposing Rahul Gandhi then?”

“If tomorrow | am convicted, will BJP members wear black dresses? No, they will move to a higher court,”
the chief minister said. He also criticised the opposition party for taking out a march in the morning from the
official residence of the Leader of the opposition to the gate of the Assembly building.

Reacting to Sarma’s statements, Hussain said Gandhi had torn apart the ordinance but never imagined that
he himself would be a “victim of a conspiracy” in future. In reply to this, Sarma said Gandhi is an immature
politician, which again led to a noisy scene as Congress members protested. Stating that court orders and dis-
qualification from Parliament should not be discussed in the Assembly, the Speaker rejected the Adjournment
Motion. Opposing the Speaker’s decision and questioning why a resolution was adopted regarding a BBC doc-
umentary on Gujarat riots when it was not related to Assam, the entire opposition staged a walkout for the rest
of the day. (With inputs from PTI)

Oxygen plant of GMCH inaugurated

Bayer’s vice president Rachna Panda said the company has a long-standing reputation as a healthcare pioneer
and is collaborating closely with multiple partners to enhance the public health infrastructure of the country.

“As part of this endeavour, we are delighted to support the Assam government’s efforts to establish essential
health infrastructure such as oxygen plants in public hospitals,” she said. The plant, when operated for eight
hours a day, can produce 2,02, 500 litres of oxh en in a year, equivalent to 1,800 oxygen cylinders.

ails Centre

towards the less fortunate, the Governor said that regardless of caste, creed, or religion, every Indian strives
to contribute as much as they can, to bring about a positive change in society. “We understand that true greatness
lies not in the abundance of resources, but in the service we render to our fellow human beings,” the Governor
added. Kataria also said, “It is heartening to see that our Prime Minister has taken a keen interest in the welfare
of the Divyangjan community. By coining the term ‘Divyangjan’, he has helped to promote inclusiveness and
create a sense of belongingness for all specially-abled individuals,” he further claimed.

The Governor said that the welfare of Divyangjans is a pan-Indian movement that has garnered widespread
support and contributed to the betterment of the lives of those with disabilities. Here in Assam, the government
is completely dedicated to the welfare of the Divyangjans. Providing a significant portion of the budget on the
needs of this community is a positive step towards giving them the necessary support and resources to help
them to lead a dignified life.

The Governor further said that the Indian ethos values altruism and philanthropy. The Centre is an exemplary
manifestation of sentiment, offering hope and joy to the less privileged and effecting a tangible transformation
in the lives of Divyangjan. Kataria wished that the Centre’s commitment serves as an inspiration and motivates
every person to offer humanitarian services to those in need. Deputy commissioner Kamrup Keerthy Jalli, man-
aging trustee Shubhkaran Jain Bafna along with a host of other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

Himanta launches logo of

keen to take away the key learning’s from this exercise which has been initiated by the health department of
the state. The Swasthya Sewa Utsav will be conducted in the context of providing quality healthcare services
across the state covering 1,252 government health institutions (21 — district hospitals, 16 — sub-divisional civil
hospitals, 205 — community health centres and 1,010 — primary health centres). The government health insti-
tutions will be assessed on infrastructure, human resources, and service delivery.

The targeted health facilities will undergo internal as well as external assessment. Internal assessment will
be conducted by internal evaluators for building facility level capacity for ‘Swasthya Sewa Utsav’. They will
communicate the gaps to the in-charge of the health institution and will also help in bridging the same.

The team for external evaluators will comprise of two assessors; one the member of parliament/ member of
legislative assembly/ IAS officers/ IPS officers/ ACS officers and the other will be faculties/doctors/post grad-
uate students of medical colleges.

Present on the occasion were Keshab Mahanta, health minister; MS Lakshmi Priya, IAS, mission director,
National Health Mission Assam; Kamaljit Talukdar, ACS, director of health services (FW); Manoj Kumar
Choudhury, executive director, Natlonal Health Mission Assam and state officials of NHM Assam.

State announces X 50 lakh for

on social media over Borgohain’s performances after the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, where she had won the
Bronze medal, he said winning and losing are part of any game.

“Criticising someone for not winning a medal in every game will create obstacles in nurturing new talents.
If Sachin Tendulkar scored a double century in one match, he ducked in the other,” the chief minister said.

After the Olympic medal, the boxer admitted that she had lost focus due to the endless felicitations and other
commitments outside the boxing ring, which affected her performance.

She made an early exit from the last edition of the Women’s Boxing World Championships in 2022.

Borgohain was at the centre of controversy at the 2022 Commonwealth Games when she had alleged that
her preparations were getting affected due to the “continuous harassment” from her coaches.

Her personal coach Sandhya Gurung, whom she credits for pulling her out of a difficult mental situation be-
fore the Tokyo Olympics, was not allowed to enter the Games Village since she did not have accreditation.

Gurung was then given accreditation and also allotted a room in the Games Village. But the result was the
same as the World Championship of 2022 - an early exit. However, she then bulked herself up from 69kg to
75kg, which became an Olympic category, and became the World Champion this time.

—®—
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JASON MOMOA THINK:
'AQUAMAN" ISN'T GOI
ANYWHERE, WILL BE A"\
PART OF NEW DCU

LOS ANGELES, March 29
(AGENCIES): Hollywood star
Jason Momoa is confident Aqua-
man will feature in the revamped
DC Universe. The 43-year-old
actor is reprising his role as the
superhero in “‘Aquaman and the
Lost Kingdom’.

The actor doesn’t think it will
be his final outing despite James
Gunn and Peter Safran now at
the helm of DC Studios as they
lead the DCU into a new era with
the character not included in the
first round of new titles an-
nounced in January, reports ‘Fe-
male First UK’.

He told Total Film magazine:
“I absolutely think Aquaman will
be involved in the DCU. It’s on,

JOHN
LEGUIZAMO

bro — there’s no one bigger than
Aquaman. But, also, | hope peo-
ple are excited to see the new
one. It’s fun. I really enjoy -
doing comedy. There’s some re- &
ally funny stuff with Patrick
Wilson”. He said, quoted by
‘Female First UK’, “I really
adore him. We had a great
time working together. It’s

like we’re brothers. There’s a
lot of cool stuff happening in
this one.” Earlier this year,
Momoa confirmed he had met
Gunn and Safran after they
took over the studios late last
year, while there have been ru-
mours he could ditch Aquaman
in favour of playing a different
superhero called Lobo.

‘Game of Thrones’
Sstar Maisie
Williams on India
Visit, says ‘losing
my mind a little bit’

MUMBAI, March 29 (PTI): "Game of Thrones"
star Maisie Williams is in India on a professional
visit. The actor, who became famous world over for
her role of Arya Stark in the HBO's epic fantasy se-
ries, took to her Instagram Stories to share the up-
date with her fans and followers about her trip to

Mumbai on Wednesday.

In a brief video, Williams excitedly said she
couldn't believe she was in Mumbai.
"l just got to Mumbai, and I am losing my mind a

little bit," she said.

The 25-year-old actor is in the country for fashion
brand Dior's Fall' 23 show on Thursday.

In the clip, Williams also showed fans around her
hotel room which was decked up with flowers and
gifts. She also posted a mirror selfie sitting in the
bathtub. The actor rose to international prominence
after starring as the strong-headed warrior Arya
Stark in "Game of Thrones" on which she started

working when she was 12.

MUMBAI, March
29 (PTI): Ranbir
Kapoor and Shraddha
Kapoor-starrer roman-
tic-comedy "Tu
Jhoothi Main
Makkaar" has crossed
¥ 200 crore mark at
the global box office,
the makers said on
Friday. In a post on
Twitter, Luv Films
said the Luv Ranjan-
directed movie has
raised a total ¥ 201
crore worldwide since
its release on March 8.
"#TuJhoothiMain-
Makkaar crosses a
love worth more than

200 Crore! Thank you
for your immense sup-
port," the studio
tweeted.

In a press note, the
makers said the film's
nett domestic collec-
tion stood at ¥ 161
crore. "Tu Jhoothi
Main Makkaar" is pro-
duced by Luv Films
and Ankur Garg and
presented by Gulshan
Kumar and Bhushan
Kumar of T-Series.

The movie also fea-
tures Dimple Kapadia,
Boney Kapoor and
stand-up artist Anub-
hav Singh Bassi.

NEW DELHI, March 29
(PTI): Actor John
Leguizamo, known for his
roles in "Moulin Rouge!"
and "Carlito's Way", believes
his upcoming series "The
Power" reflects the changing
gender dynamics in Holly-
wood where more women
are taking up leadership
roles.

The new Prime Video
show is based on author
Naomi Alderman's 2016
novel, about teenage girls
suddenly developing the
power to electrocute people.

Leguizamo stars as Rob,
whose daughter is among the
girls who acquire the super-
power. His wife is Margot
Cleary-Lopez, the mayor of
Seattle, played by Australian
actor Toni Collette.

The actor said women in
Hollywood have made huge
strides despite the many ob-
stacles they encounter every
day.

"l mean, look at the
women who were nominated
as directors this year at the
Oscars, non-existent. And
yet women are moving into
areas of power, more direct-
ing, more executives,"
Leguizamo told PTI in an in-
terview.

It is beautiful to see when
women are running things
and we need more of it, more
inclusion, the 62-year-old
actor added.

"Hollywood is grappling
with the fact that white peo-
ple are only 59 per cent of

the population of the US but
they have 100 per cent of the
roles and the executives...
And now they have to start
divvying up power and this
series encapsulates that.

"You see you teenage girls
in South Africa, Atlanta,
Seattle and London; white
girls, black girls, Latin girls,
Asian girls; getting power
and being able to take charge
of their lives in a way that
needs to exist in the real
world, but doesn't really
exist in the real world yet."

Leguizamo's character of
Rob is a "new type of male",
said the actor, known for fea-
turing in movies such as
"Romeo + Juliet", "Chef"
and "John Wick" franchise.

"We all crafted this char-
acter to create this new type
of male. What a lot of guys
are going through and should
be going through is being
able to give up a little bit of
power because men have had
privilege.

"Also to be a man who can
support a woman who's more
powerful than him, more am-
bitious than him, whose ca-
reer is more important than
his and still be okay with
himself. I think that's a won-
derful type of new masculin-
ity that we all need to start
embracing," he added.

The actor said there are
many men who are happy to
play the role of "Mr Moms"
in their households.

"I'm the moneymaker in
my house, but I have friends

who aren't the money mak-
ers and they're the Mr. Moms
and they're very content.
They're very happy and
they're cool, not jealous of
their wives' power or any-
thing. They think they can
do what they want, they can
achieve as well," he added.

Leguizamo said he was
glad to work on a series that
had women working in dif-
ferent departments.

"It's amazing because the
show is about women getting
power. But it's a metaphor
for women having real
power. And then the produc-
tion side was all women.
And it was incredible be-
cause all the directors were
women, all the writers were
women, most of the produc-
ers were women.

"You're surrounded by fe-
male empowerment. And
yet, you're treated with great
respect. It's no different. It
was a beautiful experience
all around, inside the story
and outside the story," he
added.

Produced by Amazon Stu-
dios and SISTER, "The
Power" also stars Auli'i
Cravalho, Toheeb Jimoh,
Josh Charles, Eddie Marsan,
Ria Zmitrowicz, Zrinka
Cvitesic and Halle Bush.

The first three episodes of
the series will premiere ex-
clusively on Prime Video on
March 31, with new episodes
available each Friday, lead-
ing up to the season finale on
May 12.

No other brand ambassador of big-screen
entertainment than SS Rajamouli: Nani

MUMBALI, March 29 (PTI):
Masses or classes, S S Rajamouli's
hold on the audience transcends barri-
ers, says actor Nani, who describes the
"RRR" director as the ultimate "brand
ambassador" of big-screen entertain-
ment. While the phenomenal response
to "RRR" may have made Rajamouli a
force to reckon with internationally,
the actor said he is not surprised by
the world cinema circuit embracing
the master filmmaker with open arms.

Nani collaborated with the director
on the 2012 Telugu-Tamil sleeper h it
"Eega", better known as "Makkhi" to
the Hindi-speaking audiences.

"His vision is something else for big
screen entertainment, there is no other

brand ambassador, who can really...
The entire theatrical experience should
thank Rajamouli sir because he is the
one who believes in big screen enter-
tainment,” the 39-year-old actor told
PTI in an interview here.

Popular Telugu song "Naatu Naatu",
composed by M M Keeravaani and
penned by Chandrabose, earlier this
month won the Best Original Song
Oscar, making "RRR" the first Indian
production to bring home the golden
statuette in the category. It was the
third major international recognition
for the song after Golden Globe and
Critics Choice Award wins.

Upon its March 2022 release
"RRR", a fictional action epic inspired

by real-life Indian revolutionaries Al-
luri Sitarama Raju (Ram Charan) and
Komaram Bheem (Jr NTR), emerged
as a massive box office draw with re-
ported worldwide earnings of Rs
1,200 crore.

When it comes to having a finger on
the pulse of the viewers, Nani said,
Rajamouli's acumen is unparalleled.

"He does it so well that it crosses
language barriers, countries, or it
doesn't have the limitation of audience
of this or that kind... There is a multi-
plex or single-screen audience, masses
and classes... All of them rush to the-
atres when it is his film. His eye for
understanding the pulse of the audi-
ence is on a different level altogether,"

he added.

The Hyderabad-born star recalled
how he was an upcoming actor when
he worked on fantasy action film
"Eega" (The Fly).

In the 2012 film, Nani's character
reincarnates as a fly to avenge his
murder at the hands of Sudeep
(Kichcha Sudeepa) and protect his
love interest Bindu, played by Saman-
tha Ruth Prabhu.

"1 had done five films and he (Ra-
jamouli) saw some potential. When he
was doing '‘Makkhi', it was not a star
film or anything like that where he
(his character) is a star from beginning
to end," Nani, also known for block-
busters such as "Ashta Chamma",
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LSG MANAGED PLAY-OFF FINISH IN ITS MAIDEN IPL APPEARANCE LAST YEAR

Rahul's acid test as LSG aims

to do one better than last year

|
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MUMBAI, March 29 (PTI): KL
Rahul has been a powerhouse per-
former in IPL with multiple seasons
of 500 and 600 plus runs but his
leadership abilities will be put to
test as Lucknow Super Giants
would like to go one better than
their play-off finish during last edi-
tion. Dropped from the playing XI
in Test matches, stripped off vice-
captaincy across formats and de-
moted in the annual -central

De laFuente
under pressure
earlyas Spain's
new coach

MADRID, March 29 (AP):
Two games in, and the Luis de la
Fuente era in Spain is already
being questioned.

A lackluster win and a disap-
pointing loss were enough to put
the new coach under the spot-
light. Spain needed two late
goals in a hard-fought 3-0 win
over Norway to open its qualify-
ing campaign for the 2024 Euro-
pean Championship on
Saturday, then fell 2-0 at Scot-
land on Tuesday after another
poor performance.

De la Fuente’s Spain showed
some of the same problems from
the past — lots of possession
and few scoring chances —
leaving the coach under pressure
to show some significant im-
provement the next time the
team plays in June in the Final
Four of the Nations League.

“It was a painful loss,” De la
Fuente said after the Scotland
match. “Analyzing the game
now, we feel like we did enough
good things to deserve a differ-
ent result, but there is a lot to im-
prove.”

The 61-year-old De la Fuente
replaced Luis Enrique after the
team’s elimination by Morocco
in the round of 16 of the World
Cup in Qatar. He took over
while being relatively unknown
in Spain after spending years
coaching the nation’s youth
squads.

He came in as the latest at-
tempt to breathe new life into
Spain’s “tiki-taka” possession-
based style that again looked
outdated at last year’s World
Cup.

Luis Enrique had failed to get
his team to translate the tons of
passes into goals, and De la
Fuente had arrived pledging to
make scoring a priority for the
national team going forward. He
brought in some of the nation’s
top strikers while revamping the
squad.

Spain managed only three
shots on target against Scotland
— the same as its opponent —
despite having nearly 70% of
possession.

It was Spain’s first loss to the
Scots in 39 years, and its first de-
feat in European qualifying
since 2014. The result left La
Roja three points behind first-
place Scotland in Group A of
Euro 2024 qualifying.

“We need to learn from this
match, but the overall plan does-
n’t change,” said De la Fuente,
who made eight changes to the
squad that started against Nor-
way. “We have to work hard to
try to win the remaining
matches.” Spain’s next qualify-
ing game isn’t until September,
when it visits Georgia. It will
first face Italy in the Nations
League on June 15 in the
Netherlands, when the De la
Fuente will be under heightened
scrutiny.

contracts category, Rahul will need
to make a personal statement not
only with the bat but also as a
leader of men.

Rahul's captaincy stint with Pun-
jab Kings ended on a disappointing
note and even in LSG's play-off
finish in its maiden IPL appearance,
nothing stood out as far as his cap-
taincy was concerned.

LSG finished third at the end of
the league stage last year and

bowed out of Eliminator following
a loss to Royal Challengers Banga-
lore, with Rahul leading the batting
charts for the side scoring 616 runs
in 15 matches at 51.33 with two
centuries and four half-centuries.
If Rahul, often criticised for his
striking rate in IPL, topped the bat-
ting charts and led from the front,
LSG and India's right-arm fast
bowler Avesh Khan finished as the
most successful bowler with 18

wickets in 13 matches.

However, going into IPL 2023,
Lucknow will be without their most
impressive bowler Mohsin Khan,
who made a strong mark with his
skills taking 14 wickets in nine
matches, at least in the first half of
IPL this year owing to a shoulder
injury.

LSG  wicketkeeper-batsman
Quinton de Kock is all set to miss
the first two games at least given
that South Africa will face the
Netherlands with their 50-over
World Cup qualification on the
line.

It remains to be seen who will
partner Rahul at the all-important
opening slot.

Lucknow Super Giants have bol-
stered their side this year by adding
West Indies wicketkeeper-batter
Nicholas Pooran for a whopping Rs
16 crore, who led the Caribbean
side in the last T20 World Cup.

Pooran's addition adds more to
the flexibility in picking their wick-
etkeeper, with South Africa's Quin-
ton de Kock being the primary
option.

The biggest area of strength,
however, is the list of all-rounders
on the LSG roster. Along with
India's Deepak Hooda, Krunal
Pandya, Krishnappa Gowtham,
Prerak Mankad, LSG also have a
rich overseas presence of Marcus
Stoinis, Daniel Sams, Kyle Mayers

and Romario Shepherd.

The spin department will have
the likes of veteran India bowler
Amit Mishra along with Ravi Bish-
noi, whereas in Mark Wood and
Jaydev Unadkat, they have experi-
enced fast bowlers who have also
won major international and do-
mestic competitions.

With the firepower of Rahul and
Quinton de Kock at the top, LSG
will have to find a resolute middle-
order which can respond as per
need — mostly to pick up from the
starts their openers provide. Ayush
Badoni started well in the last IPL
season but then his form tapered
off. Hooda could be the enforcer in
the middle-order but consistency
will be a big question for the young
India player, who has been seen in
national colours on a regular basis
in the shortest format.

Kyle Mayers, an exciting left-
hander from the West Indies is
likely to open with Rahul in the
first two games unless they opt for
an Indian option in Deepak Hooda.
It will be a great chance for Mayers
to showecase his skills in absence of
Quinton de Kock, who is missing
the first two games because of na-
tional duty.

Young Jammu and Kashmir
pacer Yudhvir Singh Charak or Vi-
darbha's Yash Thakur could get an
opportunity at some point during
the tournament.

Scotland upset Spain, Croatia
wins, Belgium beat Germany

GLASGOW, March 29 (AP):
Scott McTominay scored twice as
Scotland upset Spain 2-0 in quali-
fying for the European Champi-
onship on Tuesday, its first win in
39 years over one of soccer’s
biggest heavyweights.
McTominay’s goals came after
he also scored two in a 3-0 win
over Cyprus on Saturday and
ended Spain’s 19-game unbeaten
run in European qualifiers. The re-
sult also puts Scotland top of
Group A with six points from two
games. Mateo Kovaci¢ also scored
twice as Croatia defeated Turkey
2-0 away for its first win in Group
D.Romania and Switzerland both
won in Group I, continuing their
perfect starts. A look at the Euro
2024 qualifying games across Eu-
rope on Tuesday: Spain’s players
were warned after McTominay
scored two late goals in Scotland’s
opening win over over Cyprus.
But few expected him to do it
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again Tuesday against a team that
had not lost a European qualifying
game since a 2-1 loss to Slovakia
ahead of the 2016 tournament.
Spain had not lost to Scotland
since Maurice Johnston scored two
and Kenny Dalglish added another
in a 3-1 World Cup qualifier in No-

vember 1984.

New Spain coach Luis de la
Fuente made eight changes to the
lineup to the team that started Euro
2024 qualifying with a 3-0 win
over Norway. Joselu went closest
for the visitors when his header hit
the crossbar midway through the

first half.

Georgia and Norway drew 1-1
in the other group game.

Croatia was forced to rely on
goalkeeper Dominik Livakovi¢ to
deny Turkey’s Cengiz Under and
Kerem Aktiirkoglu early on in
Bursa. Kovaci¢ opened the scoring
from close range in the 20th and
nabbed the second just before the
break. Kieffer Moore scored just
before halftime for Wales to beat 1-
0 in the other group game.

Switzerland earned a 3-0 win
at home over Israel, giving coach
Murat Yakin his second qualify-
ing victory from two games after
its 5-0 win over Belarus in Serbia
on Saturday. Romania defeated
Belarus 2-1 to maintain its win-
ning start, while Kosovo and An-
dorra drew 1-1. Kevin De Bruyne
steered Belgium to a 3-2 friendly
win over Germany in new coach
Domenico Tedesco’s return
home.

Klinsmann still
awalts first win

B d | i A
SEOUL, March 29 (AP): Jurgen
Klinsmann is still waiting for his
first win as head coach of South
Korea after Uruguay triumphed
2-1 in a friendly played at the
Seoul World Cup Stadium on
Tuesday.

The former Germany and U.S.
coach was appointed last month
and his first match in charge was
a 2-2 home draw with Colombia
last week.

After South Korea progressed
to the second round of last year’s
World Cup at the expense of
Uruguay, the result in Seoul pro-
vided some measure of revenge
for the visiting team.

The meeting between the two
teams at the World Cup in Qatar
ended 0-0 but it only took Sebas-
tian Coates 10 minutes to open
the scoring for Uruguay this time,
after he rose above the Korean
defense to head home a corner
from Federico Valverde.

Six minutes into the second
half, midfielder Hwang In-beom
fired home a shot from inside the
penalty area. But Lazio’s Matias
Vecino grabbed the winner in the
63rd , scoring from close range
after goalkeeper Cho Hyun-woo
parried a Joaquin Piquerez free-
kick.

With six minutes remaining,
Kim Young-gwon headed home
but the goal was ruled out for a
foul on the goalkeeper.

Lee Kang-in had a productive
game in midfield, creating some
chances including the opportunity
for Kim, allowing Klinsmann to
put a positive spin on the game.

No formal discussions at ICC board meet on
Pakistan playing World Cup games in Bangladesh

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI) ICC
sources on Wednesday dismissed specula-
tions about Pakistan playing their World
Cup matches in Bangladesh instead of
India due to the political tension between
the two countries, terming it a "figment of
imagination". The rebuttal came after re-
ports that discussions were held during the
recent ICC board meeting in Dubai about
Pakistan possibly playing their league

games in Bangladesh.

"No one knows if PCB chief Mr Najam
Sethi has had any informal discussion with
his Bangladeshi counterpart Najmul Hasan
Papon but this can be said with a degree of
certainty that no such discussions hap-

of anonymity.

pened officially that Pakistan will play in
Bangladesh," an ICC board source privy to
the developments told PTI on the condition

The source did point out that procure-
ment of visas was an issue that was dis-
cussed and, contrary to conjectures made
from the PCB's part, the Indian cricket
board has assured of all assistance.

"The BCCI has categorically said that
there will be no problems with procure-
ment of visas. One of the main points for a
host country is that all participating nations
will be given visas on time. From ICC's
part, Bangladesh is not even in its scheme
of things as a co-host as of now," the

source said.

"Suppose Pakistan reach the semi-finals
or win to play the finals, do they expect the
matches to be played in Bangladesh. This
is not a theatre of absurd happening," the
board member added.

The top brass in BCCI circles under-
stands that this is a pressure put by the
PCB to host the entire Asia Cup in Pak-
istan, which isn't being looked upon as a
feasible solution.

"We understand that this is a kind of
pressure tactic applied by PCB because of
the Asia Cup issue. But let me tell you, ul-
timately, Asia Cup will also be played in
UAE or Qatar and probably Pakistan will

also have to play its matches in one of

these countries," a BCCI source said.

Asian Cricket Council (ACC) chairman
and BCCI secretary Jay Shah has already
made it clear that India is not travelling to
Pakistan for the Asia Cup and that it will
be held at a neutral venue.

"As far as Pakistan playing its Asia Cup
games in Pakistan is concerned, the budget
for the tournament is passed by the Asian

Cricket Council. If ACC says that it's not a

commercially viable proposition to hold
Asia Cup in two countries, how can Pak-
istan play its games at home. ACC, for all
you know, might not pass the budget," a
board source said.

Saudi-backed Newcastle’s
ownership called into question

MANCHESTER, March 29
(AP): The ownership of Saudi-
backed Newecastle was under re-
newed scrutiny on Tuesday when
Premier League chief executive
Richard Masters was asked by a
member of the British parliament
if the league was investigating the
club’s backers.

Masters told the Digital, Cul-
ture, Media and Sport (DCMS)
select committee that he was un-
able to comment.

The question came in light of
fresh uncertainty about who con-
trols Newcastle, which was
bought for $409 million in 2021,
with Saudi Arabia’s Public In-
vestment Fund (PIF) having an
80% ownership stake.

At the time, a legally binding
promise was made to the league
that Saudi’s sovereign wealth
fund was separate from the coun-

try’s government.

That has since been brought
into question after an American
court document filed by lawyers

for Saudi-backed LIV Golf

claimed the PIF should be re-
garded as “a foreign state.”

“I can’t really comment on it,”
Masters said when asked by Clive
Efford MP about potential inves-

tigations. “I mean, even to the
point of saying, ‘Is the Premier
League investigating it?’, we
can’t really comment on it.

“Obviously we are completely
aware. And you’re correct about
the general nature of the under-
takings that we received at the
point of takeover. But I can’t re-
ally go into it at all.”

After Newecastle’s protracted
takeover was completed, Masters
told the BBC that the Saudi state
would not control the club. He
added that if it was proved untrue,
“we can remove the consortium
as owners.”

PIF says it has assets under its
management valued last year at
$620 billion. It is chaired by
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad
bin Salman, and six of the other
eight board members listed on its
website are government minis-

ters.

Lawyers for LIV Golf argued
in a case against the PGA Tour
that PIF and its governor, New-
castle chairman Yasir Al-Ru-
mayyan, were “not ordinary third
parties” and should be exempted
from some standards in the dis-
covery phase of the case.

“They are a sovereign instru-
mentality of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia,” the filing said. It
added that the discovery order
was “an extraordinary infringe-
ment on the sovereignty of a for-
eign state.”

Newcastle has thrived under its
new ownership. It has been trans-
formed from a team that was bat-
tling to avoid relegation from
English soccer’s top flight, to one
that is challenging for qualifica-
tion for next season’s the Cham-
pions League.

Uruguay beat
Korea 2-1

)
_ra' .

“Kang-in, I think, is a very,
very special talent, and they only
could stop him with fouls,” Klins-
mann was quoted saying by South
Korea’s Yonhap news agency.
“Because it’s a friendly game,
they didn’t want to give too many
yellow cards.”

For his part, Lee can already
see the benefits of the new
coach’s approach.

“Coach Klinsmann loves an ag-
gressive brand of football, and
we’re still in the process of learn-
ing his ways,” Lee said. “We will
have more important matches
coming up, and I think a match
like today’s will help us then.”

Japan and Australia, which also
reached the second round of the
2022 World Cup, fell to home de-
feats against South American op-
position.

Despite taking a third-minute
lead in Osaka against Colombia
thanks to a powerful header from
Brighton’s in-form winger Kaoru
Mitoma, Japan was beaten 2-1.

Colombia equalized just after
the half-hour through Aston
Villa’s Jhon Duran before Rafael
Borre sealed the victory with a
spectacular overhead kick on 61
minutes

Just four days after beating
Ecuador 3-1 in Sydney, Australia
lost to the same opposition 2-1 in
Melbourne.

Brandon Borrello put the Soc-
ceroos ahead after 16 minutes but
two second-half goals, the first a
Pervis Estupinan penalty and the
second from William Pacho after
65, gave Ecuador the win.

Lionel Messi

surpasses

100 career
goals for
Argentina

i 7/ i
SANTIAGO DEL ESTERO,
March 29 (AP): Lionel Messi
scored a hat trick and surpassed
100 career goals for Argentina
with three in the first half of Tues-
day’s international friendly
against Curacao. The World Cup
winners beat the Caribbean side
7-0 in their second match since
clinching the trophy in December.

The 35-year-old Messi opened
the scoring against Curacao in the
20th minute with a right-foot shot
from the edge of the box to reach
the 100-goal milestone. Nico
Gonzalez added another three
minutes later with a header from
close range.

Messi then scored his 101st for
Argentina in the 33rd minute with
a crossed shot to the right of the
goalkeeper and his 102nd in the
37th after an easy run to score.
Two minutes earlier he had as-
sisted Enzo Fernandez’ blast from
the edge of the box.

The Argentine captain trails
only two players on the list of
most goals scored for national
teams in official matches; Portu-
gal’s Cristiano Ronaldo, with
122, and Iran’s Ali Daei, with
109.
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Rohit, Pandya make gains
In ICC ODI rankings

DUBAI, March 29 (PTI): India captain Rohit
Sharma on Wednesday moved up one place to be
eighth in the batters’ list while all-rounder Hardik
Pandya jumped 10 positions to be 76th among
bowlers in the ICC ODI Rankings.

Shubman Gill remains India’s best-placed batter at
number 5, while Virat Kohli was at the seventh posi-
tion after the update took into consideration perform-
ances in the Chennai ODI. The batting chart was led
by Pakistan’s Babar Azam.

Mohammed Siraj at number three was the only In-

Pandit hoping that Iyer

dian in the top 10 bowlers list, headed by Australia’s
Josh Hazlewood.

Among others, Afghanistan leg-spinner Rashid
Khan moved back to the top of the T20 rankings after
leading his side to a 2-1 series victory over Pakistan
in Sharjah.

Rashid, who took a wicket each in the three matches
conceding a total of 62 runs off his 12 overs, has over-
taken Sri Lanka’s Wanindu Hasaranga to take the top
position among bowlers.

Rashid grabbed the top spot for the first time in his
career in February 2018 and was number one most re-
cently in November last year.

Mujeeb Ur Rehman, who grabbed two wickets each
in the first and third matches, is another Afghanistan
spinner to move up, from 10th to eighth position,
while fast bowler Fazalhaq Farooqi’s five wickets in
the series see him climb 12 places to a career-best
third position.

In the ODI rankings, Australia leg-spinner Adam
Zampa has moved up three places to a career best
sixth position after his match-winning haul of four for
45 in the third game against India in Chennai.

Player of the Series Mitchell Marsh also made
gains, jumping fours slots to reach 51st position
among batters with an aggregate of 194 runs in the se-
ries.

IS back ‘very soon’

KOLKATA, March 29 (PTI):
Kolkata Knight Riders head
coach Chandrakant Pandit is
hoping that their full time skipper
Shreyas lyer will return to action
“very soon” and until then, he ex-
pects Nitish Rana to do well in
the high-pressure leadership role.
A recurring back injury is
likely to keep lyer out of action
for the first half of the IPL. He
had also missed the first and
fourth Test against Australia due
to the persistent back issues.
“Whatever little cricket | have
played or coached, | have never
gone back over things like squad
unavailability. Shreyas’ absence
will make a difference since he is
important, but this is truly unfor-
tunate. “We are hoping Shreyas
will be back very soon and that
will make a lot of difference to
the team,” Pandit said on Tues-
day night. Stand-in captain Rana
is an experienced campaigner
and has been part of the KKR set
up for the last five seasons.
Pandit is supremely confident
of Rana’s leadership abilities.
“When we select players and
give responsibility to players, we
see who is capable. And Nitish is

capable. He has been with KKR
for a long time and also has a
strong domestic record. Like
they say, ‘all boxes to be ticked’
and it has come down to that.

“l am comfortable knowing he
can handle the role. We don’t see
whether someone is deserving or
not. Every player has different
skills, and after thinking about
what Nitish brings to the table,
we are confident with the deci-
sion. “This decision is not just
my decision but of the whole
support staff, including our man-
agement.”

Pandit has achieved remark-
able success as a coach in domes-
tic cricket but he said IPL will be
a different ball game.

“Challenges are everywhere.
This is also one, but it is a chal-
lenge of a different kind. After
domestic cricket, to come here
where there are experienced in-
ternational-level players with dif-
ferent reputations is a different
challenge. “I have already said
that the players we have, many of
them have been playing for their
country and are experienced
players. Ultimately, the game is
not different, only the format is.

Players in action during the match between OIL India Limited (Red) and Assam Police (Blue) of 69th Bharat Ratna Lokpriya
Gopinath Bordoloi Trophy football tournament at Nehru Stadium in Guwahati on Wednesday. UB Photos

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI):
Australian star Steve Smith says

bouncing ideas off. You know,
being behind the stumps, he’s got

Captaining Dhoni was a little bit daunting; Smith
LR

captaining MS Dhoni in the 2017
IPL was “a little bit daunting” but
he also learned to be calm and
level-headed by spending time
with the Indian great.

In that season, Smith led the
Rising Pune Super Giants squad
that also featured Dhoni season, as
Chennai Super Kings were serving
a two-year ban from the competi-
tion.

Smith, who will part of the com-
mentary team in the upcoming sea-
son, led the franchise to the finals
of the tournament in 2017, nar-
rowly missing out on the title by
just one run.

Recalling his experiences of
captaining the RPS and how Dhoni
played a big role in that season,
Smith told Star Sports, “When |
got the call to say that they wanted
me to captain, it was a little bit
daunting. But that season, MSD
was just wonderful. You know, he
helped in any way that he could
and, he’s a terrific guy.

“It was a great experience being

able to captain him, but also very
daunting as well.”

Smith also spoke on the emo-
tions he went through when he was
picked as the captain of the RPS
team and how he felt leading a side
with Dhoni in it.

“Yeah, | didn’t really know what
to expect initially, you know, MS
had captained every team he
played for, obviously throughout
the IPL with Chennai, every sea-
son should | say.

“But yeah, when they came and

FOR GLORY

asked me, | was a little bit shocked
first, and then | didn’t really know
what to say. It was like, have you
spoken to MS about this? This is a
little bit strange from my side, but
after we sorted everything out, MS
was just wonderful.

“And the way he helped me and
helped guide that team that year
was incredible. And yeah, | could-
n’t thank him enough.”

Smith said he was bouncing
ideas off Dhoni.

“He was someone that | was

a great, great view of the game. He
understands the angles really well
and obviously playing in India
also, you know, it’s his home and
he understands those conditions as
well as anyone would.”

The Australian further spoke
about what he has been able to
learn and emulate from Dhoni over
the years.

“| think just the calmness that
MS shows, we saw it throughout
his career, just how calm he was. It
didn’t look like he was flustered by
any emotions or anything like that.

“And that’s certainly something
that I’ve taken in not just in that
season, but just watching him go
about his business in the prior
years, just how calm and relaxed
he was. And you know, at times |
can get quite agitated and things
like that.

“So you know, | have to try and
keep myself as calm and as sort of
levelheaded as | can. And yeah,
that’s certainly something that |
learned off of MS.”

Abhishek Porel set to replace
Rishabh Pant at DC, Sarfaraz

tostartas first keeper

NEW DELHI, March 29 (PTI): Talented Bengal
keeper-batter Abhishek Porel is all set to be the in-
jured Rishabh Pant’s replacement at Delhi Capitals
in the upcoming Indian Premier League season start-
ing Friday. DC have been fretting about an Indian re-
placement for Pant, who met with a horrific car
accident late last year and ruled out of competitive
cricket for at least one year.

“The DC are likely to put forth Abhishek Porel’s
name as Rishabh’s replacement for the current sea-
son. He is only 21 and under the guidance of Ricky
Ponting and Sourav Ganguly, could be groomed as a
second option even after Rishabh comes back,” an
IPL source tracking the developments told PTI on the
condition of anonymity.

However, maverick Mumbai man Sarfaraz Khan
will be the Capitals’ No.1 keeper-batter for at least
the first few games, as it is unlikely that Phil Salt will
be used from the onset. “As of now, it looks like Sar-
faraz will start against Lucknow Super Giants and if
the experiment works, then he will continue,” the
source said. The problem with Phil Salt could be his
batting on a Kotla track which is not conducive for
strokeplay. The ball won’t come on to the bat easily
and he is likely to find it difficult against quality spin-
ners. The Delhi Capitals during their first camp in
Kolkata had summoned Bengal’s Porel, Karnataka
glovesman Luvnith Sisodia and Saurashtra’s domes-
tic giant Sheldon Jackson for the trials but they were
undecided.

With all due respect, we shouldn’t be talking

Will try to be unpredictable for bowlers:
Joe Root ahead of maiden IPL stint

JAIPUR, March 29 (PTI): Ahead of his maiden IPL stint, Rajasthan
Royals’ star English recruit Joe Root says he will try to “get the best
out of myself” and “be unpredictable for bowlers” in the tournament
beginning March 31. “I’ll try and be me as much as | can and try to
be unpredictable for bowlers. I am sure I will smile and enjoy it, and
will try to get the best out of myself,” Root said in a team release.

Ahead of a practice session here, the 32-year-old spoke about his
new team. “Everyone seems to want to create that feel around things
that it’s more than just performances on the field. They said they were
delighted to get me in the auction...”

England’s ex-Test cricket captain is looking forward to the season.

“It’s an experience that you can’t replicate anywhere else in the
world. I’ve never experienced it before so it’s all going to be very new
to me, which, for an experienced player that’s played a lot of interna-
tional cricket, is really exciting.” “I’ve heard a lot of things. And I’'m
really looking forward to living it now.”

Sharing his thoughts on the Royals’ team, Root said; “Last year
was an exceptional year for the franchise and I’ve always enjoyed
watching Sanju (Samson) play. I think he’s a hell of a talent and seems
to keep growing every year as a player and as a leader.”

The stylish batter also spoke about how he is preparing himself for
the format. “I’m just trying to be as consistent as | can be. You can
always work on things slowly and in the background but ultimately
you are trying to make sure that your strengths are as good as they
possibly can be. “And that you know you’re switched on and ready
for any situation and scenario that you find yourself in and you have
that clarity under pressure.”

about workload in T20 cricket: Mark Boucher

MUMBAI, March 29 (PTI): Mumbai In-
dians head coach Mark Boucher feels the in-
cessant talk over workload management is
overrated in T20 cricket as the other two for-
mats are more punishing on the body.

Speaking to media ahead of the IPL be-
ginning March 31, Boucher said he doesn’t
feel the need to manage workload in the
shortest format.

However, considering the ODI World Cup
at home later this year, the Indian players’
workload will be monitored closely by the
BCCI over the course of the IPL.

“It is amazing we are even talking about
workload in T20 cricket. Probably about 10
or 15 years ago we would not be having this
conversation. Workload is something... we
have the science behind it, we have got train-
ers and we have got the guys who give us
the data,” said Boucher on Wednesday.

“There is a lot of talk about workload but
if you look at our schedule, we have got
quite a bit of rest in between. We can try and
look after every player and | do not see
workload being a major issue for us through-
out the IPL. Sometimes media and people
look too much into workload in T20 cricket.

“Test cricket and one-day cricket are
tough on the body, T20 cricket is short. \We

should not be talking about workload in T20
cricket with all due respect,” said the former
South African wicketkeeper-batter.

Boucher also Suryakumar Yadav to get
back amongst the runs in the IPL following
a dreadful run in the recent ODI series
against Australia. The stylish right-hander
was out on the first ball in each of the three
innings against Australia.

“Surya is fine. You can’t judge a guy’s
form based on how he is playing the first
ball. I checked on him about how he is feel-
ing, and he said, ‘coach I am hitting the ball
very well’. | said, ‘cool’,” Boucher said.

“You can’t say that a guy is out of form if
a guy does not get past the first ball. Unfor-
tunately, he has not been able to do that in
the last three games. Hopefully, when he
faces the first ball in the IPL, the whole
crowd will cheer and he will be back to busi-
ness. “He’s a great player and probably the
best T20 player in the world for the mo-
ment,” he added.

Boucher said the absence of Jasprit Bum-
rah provides an opportunity for other
bowlers to step up.

“Our bowling attack is quite exciting.
Losing Bumrah has been a big loss for us; |
will be honest with that.

“The way the Mumbai Indians have se-
lected their squads over the last few years is
that, you select your playing eleven, you se-
lect your back-up eleven and then you invest
in a couple of youngsters for the future. It’s
now time for those youngsters to show up
and basically get the opportunity.

“We got experience in the spinners in
Piyush (Chawla), we have got a couple of
youngsters in Kumar (Kartikeya) and
(Hrithik) Shokeen as well. It’s going to be

interesting to see how they sort of operate
this season,” he said.

Talking about the new rule of teams being
allowed to field an impact player, Boucher
said, “We are going to have to learn. It is a
great innovation; | have no problem with the
changing of the teams after the toss.

“Itis going to be a level playing field after
the toss if you do lose the toss, especially in
India where there is the dew factor. So you
are just going to be able to adjust.

Having played for so many years, expectatlon of people doesn’t bother me: Rohit

MUMBAI, March 29 (PTI):
Rohit Sharma knows a thing or
two about winning IPL trophies
and having been there and done
that on five occasions for Mumbai
Indians, public expectation is the
last thing to make him wary. The
most successful captain in the his-
tory of IPL with five champi-
onships, Sharma knows that
Mumbai Indians as one of the title
contenders comes enters any tour-
ney with a baggage of hype and
hoopla. And that’s what a protec-
tive skipper wants to shield the
youngsters in his side from as one
can easily get overawed by the
sense of occasion.

“Expectations will always be
there whenever we go out to play,
not just in the IPL. Having played
for so many years it does not
bother me and | am not worried
about what the people are expect-
ing me to do,” Sharma said at the
season opening media conference
organised by MI. “We know that
we have to do our best and win the

trophy. To keep thinking about it
all the time is to put pressure on
yourself,” the skipper said.

Dewald Brevis, Tilak Verma
will all be playing their second
season but for young Cameron
Green with a multi-million dollar
deal, IPL will be a different beast
altogether. “I don’t want to put too
much pressure on them (young-
sters) right now. Closer to our first
game, we will give them that spe-
cific roles. Obviously leading up
that first game, guys pretty much
know what we are expecting from
them,” Sharma explained.

“But the last thing | will do is
put too much pressure on them, es-
pecially the guys who have not
played IPL before and there are a
few,” the skipper assured to put his
protective arm around the junior
members of the contingent.

The one tip that MI skipper al-
ways offers to the new players in
the set-up is to think the platform
as an extension of domestic cricket
and do exactly what got them suc-

cess over there.

“1 will try to tell them to repli-
cate what they did in first-class or
club cricket. I know the IPL is a
different ball game but | tell them
to bring that mindset. At the end of
the day, the battle is between bat
and ball,” he added.

Sharma said while his side will
miss Jasprit Bumrah but to com-

IINL
—+ =

pensate his absence, MI will have
Jofra Archer ready to unleash his
145 plus thunderbolts.

Mumbai Indians are also ex-
pected to announce a replacement
for Bumrah, the captain confirmed.

“It will be a big miss but it is an
opportunity for someone else.
There are a couple of guys who
have been with this team for the

last two years and they are very
much ready to step up. Hopefully
we will blood a few youngsters,”
Sharma said.

“Jofra (Archer) was part of the
team last year, but he was injured.
Obviously we all know the quality
of Jofra. It is sad we will miss
Bumrah this year, we do under-
stand how big his (Jasprit Bum-
rah’s) shoes are to fill, but there is
an opportunity that is up for grabs,
to fill that place.

“Alot of young players will get
an opportunity and this is a plat-
form for them to come out and ex-
press themselves,” he said.

Talking about the new rule of
“Impact Player”, Sharma said
there will be more clarity on the
change after a first few matches.

“There’s no doubt that the cap-
tains would use it. But, again, like
| said, it depends on all the team
dynamics. What the other teams
have as an ‘Impact Player’ who is
sitting outside. “We will not be
worried about what the other teams

are doing. We will see what we can
do and how we can strengthen our
team on that particular day. “We’ll
get some idea (about how to use
the rule) in the first couple of
games and obviously, we’ve had a
good chat around this new rule as
well,” Sharma said. “Luckily for
us, when the first (few) games
start, we are playing the last, so we
would be able to watch the other
teams, what they do and how much
beneficial is it to the team,” he
continued.

The ‘Impact Player’ allows 12
players to take active part in the
game and hence the skipper said
that team combinations will re-
main fluid although at least nine
slots out of 12 being sorted.

Sharma said it was too early for
him to discuss team combination.

“Obviously, (it is) too early to
talk about the combination. You
want to try and cover all bases.
You are playing against RCB and
we know how they play. We want
to field our best eleven — rather

12 now,” he said.

“These practice games that we
play will give us a fair bit of an
idea about what we want to do as
a team. In terms of combination,
it’s pretty tough to reveal anything
right now. Your nine of the players
are sorted, it’s just that one or two
slots that we need to have more
chats around. Otherwise, our squad
is pretty much settled.”

Sharma had forged a successful
combination with Mahela
Jayawardene for some years and is
equally hopeful that he will de-
velop a fine rapport with new head
coach Mark Boucher. For the
record, Jayawardene is now the
Global Head of all the Ml fran-
chises.

“It’s always been my philoso-
phy. I like to learn and grow as a
cricketer. | have heard so many
good things from the South
African players about Mark about
how he is taken the SA team through
in the last couple of years,” the skip-
per waxed eloguent.

Printed, published and owned by Rameswar Chauhan & Printed at Janambhumi Press Pvt. Ltd. 151, R.G. Baruah Road, Guwahati- 781005 and Published at Near office of the DFO (East) Div., Diphu, Karbi Anglong,
Assam.782460 Editor -Rameswar Chauhan, Guwahati Office Ph - 0361 2220018, Diphu Office Ph 272106, Fax- 272106, e.mail: hillstimes@gmail.com ( news & articles) and ads.hillstimes@gmail.com (only for advertisement)

—®—



	Page 1 March 30 New
	Page 2 March 30
	Page 3 March 30_Corrected
	Page 4 March 30
	Page 5 March 30
	Page 6 March 30
	Page 7 March 30
	Page 8 March 30
	Page 9 March 30
	Page 10 Mar 30
	Page 11 Mar 30
	Page 12 March 30

