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Government seeks public 
view on law against polygamy

Justice (Retd) Rumi Phukan-led panel gives go ahead to formulate law to ban marital practice

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 21: The state
government has sought public
opinion on a proposed law to end
polygamy in the state.
The notice published by the

principal secretary of the Home
and Political Department requested
the people to send their opinion by
August 30 through email -- lawon-
polygamy@assam.gov.in or by
post addressing the same to the
principal secretary to the govern-
ment of Assam, Home and Politi-
cal Department, Assam Secretariat,
Dispur- 781006,
Sharing the government notice

on ‘X’, formerly Twitter, chief
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Monday appealed to the people to
send their suggestions on the pro-
posed law against polygamy

The notice mentioned that the
Assam government had formed an
expert committee to study the leg-
islative competence of the Assem-
bly to enact a law banning

polygamy, and the report stated
that the state legislature is compe-
tent to enact a law to ban the mar-
ital practice.
Sharing the executive summary

of the report, the public notice
stated that marriage falls under the
Concurrent List, enabling both the
Centre and states to pass laws on it.
“The Doctrine of Repugnancy

(Article 254) stipulates that if a
state legislation contradicts a cen-
tral legislation, the state law will be
overridden unless it received the
prior assent of the President of
India,” it added.
Quoting the report, the notice

mentioned that freedom of con-
science and the right to practice re-
ligion under Article 25 and 26 of
the Constitution are “not absolute
and are subject to public order,
morality, health and legislative
provisions for social welfare and
reform”. The courts have clarified
that religious practices must be es-
sential and (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

National Lok
Adalat on Sept 9

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Aug 21: In an effort to
promote expeditious dispute reso-
lution and alleviate the burden of
pending court cases, the District
Legal Services Authority of Karbi
Anglong has announced the organ-
isation of a National Lok Adalat.
The event is scheduled to take
place on September 9, commenc-
ing at 10 am, and will be conducted
at two prominent locations: the
District Judiciary Campus in
Diphu and the Sub-Divisional Ju-
dicial Magistrate court campus in
Bokajan, Karbi Anglong.
The National Lok Adalat will

serve as a platform for addressing
a diverse range of legal matters, in-
cluding compoundable pending
court cases, civil disputes, matri-
monial issues, and pre-litigation
concerns pertaining to entities such
as banks, APDCL (Assam Power
Distribution Company Limited),
BSNL (Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited), and more. This inclusive
approach reflects the intent to fos-
ter amicable settlements across
various spheres of legal contention.
Litigants and parties engaged in

these cases, who have received
summons or notices, are cordially
invited to (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Regional panels to meet on 
Aug 26 ahead of Langpih visit

2.6 km four-lane flyover set to transform connectivity
Guwahati’s Maligaon flyover to be inaugurated on August 30

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 21:Guwahati is
set to get yet another flyover to ease
the woes of commuters. In a signif-
icant stride towards enhancing
urban connectivity, Assam chief
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Monday announced the forthcom-
ing inauguration of a 2.6km four-
lane flyover soon.
This new flyover links Maligaon

Chariali to the Kamakhya Temple
Road tri-junction and onward to
Pandu.
The unveiling of this remarkable

infrastructure feat is scheduled for
August 30, coinciding with the aus-
picious occasion of Rakhi Purnima.
Chief minister Sarma revealed

that the flyover, crafted over a dis-
tance of 2.6 kilometers, is poised to
catalyze smoother travel between
key areas of the city. This intricate
network, bolstered by a four-lane
design, will link the Maligaon Char-
iali vicinity to the Kamakhya Tem-

ple Road tri-junction and further ex-
tend towards Pandu. The strategic
positioning of this flyover is antici-
pated to alleviate traffic congestion
and expedite transit within these
pivotal locations.
The Assam government has in-

vested a total of ` 420 crore in real-
izing this ambitious project,
covering various aspects such as

land acquisition and utility reloca-
tion. The multi-pronged investment
underscores the commitment to fos-
tering enhanced urban mobility, en-
suring the seamless movement of
vehicles and commuters.
Expressing his enthusiasm

through a post on the micro-blog-
ging site X (formerly Twitter), Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said, “Thrilled

to announce the inauguration of the
2.6km four-lane flyover connecting
Maligaon Chariali to Kamakhya
Temple Road tri-junction and to-
wards Pandu. This incredible infra-
structure project, costing ` 420 crore
(inclusive of LA and utility shifting),
will be unveiled on 30th August (on
the day of Rakhi Purnima).”
The construction of the Maligaon

flyover has been a journey fraught
with challenges, including navigat-
ing through traffic disruptions and
managing unforeseen incidents.
Earlier this year, an unfortunate oc-
currence involving an iron shutter-
ing slab falling on a passing vehicle
beneath the under-construction fly-
over resulted in injuries to two indi-
viduals. Chief minister Sarma, keen
on upholding progress and ensuring
timely completion, personally vis-
ited the construction site to assess
the ongoing developments. The im-
minent inauguration of the 2.6km
four-lane (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

BENGALURU/NEW DELHI,
Aug 21:Ahead of its planned land-
ing on the moon’s untouched south
pole on August 23, Chandrayaan-
3’s lander module has established a
two-way communication with
Chandrayaan-2’s orbiter and the
ISRO said on Monday all systems
are working perfectly and no con-
tingencies are anticipated.
The two-way contact potentially

offers ground controllers more
channels for communication with
Chandrayaan-3.
“‘Welcome, buddy!’ Ch-2 orbiter

formally welcomed Ch-3 LM(Lan-
der Module). Two-way communi-
cation between the two is
established. MOX has now more
routes to reach the LM,” the na-
tional space agency said in a post on
‘X’. The MOX (Mission Operations
Complex) is located at ISRO
Telemetry, Tracking and Command

Network (ISTRAC) in Bengaluru.
According to the Indian Space

Research Organisation(ISRO), the
LM Vikram with rover Pragyan in
its belly is expected to touch down
on the surface of the Moon around
6.04 pm on August 23. It also said
the live telecast of the historic land-
ing event will begin at 5.20 pm on

that day. The Chandrayaan-2 space-
craft comprising orbiter, lander and
rover was launched in 2019. The
lander with a rover inside crashed
into the moon’s surface, failing in its
mission to achieve a soft-landing.
The ISRO had said that due to the
precise launch and orbital manoeu-
vres, the (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Chandrayaan-2 orbiter greets Ch-3 
lander module with ‘Welcome, buddy!’

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Aug 21: In a significant
move to protect the rights and in-
terests of indigenous communities
in Assam, the All Party Hills Lead-
ers Conference (APHLC) and
Assam Jatiya Parishad (AJP) have
come together to collaborate and
jointly address pertinent issues.
The two regional parties have

resolved to work hand-in-hand to
safeguard the land, language, cul-
ture, and customs of indigenous
communities, and to collectively
contest the upcoming Parliamen-
tary election in 2024. This decision
was announced after a meeting
held at Birla.

The alliance signifies a unified ef-
fort by APHLC and AJP to
strengthen regionalism in Assam and
amplify the voices of indigenous
communities. Both parties have ex-
pressed their commitment to tackle
challenges related to education,
healthcare, employment, and the
deprivation of political rights that
indigenous communities face.
Speaking at a press conference

following the meeting, JI Kathar,
president of APHLC, highlighted
the joint commitment of the two
parties to safeguard indigenous
communities in Assam. He empha-
sised that this collaboration is open
to other (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

APHLC, AJP join hands to 
safeguard indigenous communities 
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Rights group says Saudi Arabian border
guards killed hundreds of migrants
Kim watches cruise missile launches 
as US, S Korean troops begin annual drills
Era of ‘corruption’ before 2014, now
every penny going to poor people: PM
KCR announces first list of BRS candidates
for upcoming Telangana assembly polls

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Aug 21: The Au-
tonomous State Demand Commit-
tee (ASDC) has made a fervent
appeal to the Election Commission
of India (ECI) and the Assam gov-
ernment to re-evaluate the delimi-
tation of legislative assembly
constituencies in the autonomous
districts of Karbi Anglong and
West Karbi Anglong. 
This move by the ASDC aims to

ensure fair representation and eq-
uitable distribution of constituen-
cies in these regions.
Addressing the media on Mon-

day, former chief executive mem-
ber of Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council (KAAC) and party general
secretary, Jotson Bey, voiced con-
cerns over the ECI’s decision not
to accept requests and suggestions
from political parties for modifica-

tions in the draft proposals for de-
limitation of legislative assembly
constituencies in the autonomous
districts.
Bey said, “In the greater interest

of the people of the two hill dis-
tricts, the Election Commission
should convene an all-party meet-
ing to discuss the issue. The ECI
has not yet accepted ASDC’s de-
mand for 8 legislative assembly
constituencies.”
Bey put forward specific sug-

gestions for the rearrangement of
constituencies. He proposed the in-
clusion of areas like Dolamara and
Baguri in the Bokajan (ST) legisla-
tive assembly constituency. In the
case of No. 111 Rongkhang (ST)
LAC, he recommended the addi-
tion of the entire area of Socheng
Development Block. The new con-
stituency, (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

ASDC urges EC, Assam govt
to reconsider delimitation 
of assembly constituencies

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 21: The Rachnatmak Nonia
Sangyukta Sangh (RNSS) on Monday announced to un-
veil its forthcoming National Conference, scheduled for
September 3, 2023, in Hojai. The event is poised to
gather esteemed dignitaries, thought leaders, and influ-
encers from across the nation, all with the common goal

of fostering collaboration and innovation within the
Nonia community.
The National Conference is set to witness the pres-

ence of the Governor of Meghalaya, Phagu Chauhan, as
the chief guest. Joining this distinguished line-up are
prominent figures such as Anita Devi, minister of the
government of Bihar, Renu Devi, former deputy chief
minister of Bihar, Bharti Mehta, ex chairman of Sanskrit
Siksha Board, Bihar, along with an array of eminent per-
sonalities who have left an indelible mark on society.
The Rachnatmak Nonia Sangyukta Sangh’s National

Conference is poised to provide a platform for insightful
discussions, engaging workshops, and interactive ses-
sions, encompassing a diverse range of topics that are
pivotal to the community’s growth and development.
Attendees can look forward to deep dives into subjects
encompassing socio-economic empowerment, educa-
tion, cultural heritage preservation, and sustainable
progress. (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

RNSS announces Nat’l Conference for
community empowerment, collaboration

SHILLONG, Aug 21: The regional committees of
Assam and Meghalaya will meet in Shillong on Au-
gust 26 ahead of their joint visit to disputed Langpih
along the inter-state border in West Khasi Hills dis-
trict. This was stated by Meghalaya social welfare
Minister Paul Lyngdoh on Monday.
“Both the committees will be meeting here this Au-

gust 26 as we prepare to go to ground zero and meet

the people in the area,” Lyngdoh said.
In the last meeting held in Guwahati, the regional

committees of the two states had jointly agreed to visit
Langpih in Meghalaya’s West Khasi Hills district to
meet stakeholders, local representatives and residents
before finalizing the interstate border. Lyngdoh heads
one of the three regional committees from Meghalaya.
Both Meghalaya and Assam had laid their claim to

the Langpih area and four people were shot dead there
in 2010 at the height of the interstate dispute in the
area.
According to Lyngdoh, the regional committee

from Assam had also expressed its “receptiveness” to
the proposal that villages, which are identified as
problem free and where residents are inclined to be in
Meghalaya will be allowed to remain with it.
The two neighbouring states had signed a Memo-

randum of Understanding in Delhi in March last year
to formally resolve inter-state disputes in six areas of
differences between the two states. The six areas of
differences include Langpih in West Khasi Hills dis-
trict and Mukroh in Block II of West Jaintia Hills,
where six died in violence last year. (PTI)

Workshop on law
for village officials
in Karbi Anglong

HT Correspondent
BOKAJAN, Aug 21: The Legal Services Authority
of Karbi Anglong district organised a comprehensive
one-day workshop aimed at enhancing legal awareness
and knowledge among village headmen, members of
the Village Defence Party, and representatives from
Customary Courts. The workshop was held at the Rain
Inn Hotel in Khatkhati and covered various aspects of
law that are pertinent to their roles and responsibilities.
The workshop featured a talk on the “Basics of Pro-
cedure of Law”, specifically focusing on the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC) and the Indian Penal Code
(IPC). Rani Devi, an experienced legal expert, deliv-
ered the informative session, shedding light on the fun-
damental principles and procedural aspects of these
legal frameworks.
Advocate Hafiza Begum, chairman of the Nagarik

Committee, was also present at the workshop to pro-
vide valuable insights and guidance to the participants.
The event attracted the participation of prominent fig-
ures such as Sarkari Gaonburas (village headmen) and
members of the Village Defence Party, who play cru-
cial roles in maintaining order (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

GUWAHATI, Aug 21: Assam fi-
nance minister Ajanta Neog on
Monday asserted that women BJP
members are “completely safe” in
the saffron party and are given
prominent leadership roles at
all levels.
Her assertion came

after opposition par-
ties raised ques-
tions on the safety
of women BJP
members follow-
ing the recent death
by suicide of a
woman leader.
Neog dared the op-

position to win the 2026
assembly polls and then raise
women-related issues in the House
if they are “genuinely concerned”
about the welfare of women.
A BJP Kisan Morcha leader died

allegedly by suicide at her Guwa-
hati residence on August 11 after
her intimate photos with another

party leader had gone viral.
Two persons, including one who

was expelled from the primary
membership of the party after the
suicide, have been arrested by the

police so far.
“It is unfortunate that
some people are try-
ing to politicize the
matter. I express
my condolences
to the bereaved
family and hope
that such an inci-
dent does not hap-
pen again,” Neog

said.
“As a BJP member, I

can say that women members
are completely safe in the party.
We have seen how the party gives
leadership positions to women. For
the first time in the country, we
have a woman as a Union finance
minister. I, myself, hold the same
department (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Women safe within
BJP: Ajanta Neog

2-way communication established; no contingencies anticipated: ISRO

Assam-Meghalaya border issue 

TEZPUR, Aug 21: India’s oldest domestic
Asiatic elephant died on Monday at the age
of 89 in Sonitpur district of Assam, officials
said. The majestic jumbo, named Bijuli
Prasad, breathed his last at the Behali tea es-
tate of The Williamson Magor Group around
3.30 am due to age-related issues, they said.
Many people who have been associated

with Bijuli Prasad such as animal lovers, tea
garden workers as well as locals gathered to
mourn the death of the pachyderm.
“Bijuli Prasad was a symbol of pride for

The Williamson Magor Group. It was first
brought to the Bargang tea estate as a calf,

and later shifted here after the Bargang tea
estate was sold off by the company,” an offi-
cial of the tea garden said.
The elephant, whose age is estimated to be

89 years, was leading a royal life in the tea
estate post-retirement, he said.
Padma Shri awardee and famous elephant

surgeon Dr Kushal Konwar Sarma told PTI,
“As far as my knowledge is concerned, Bijuli
Prasad was the oldest recorded domestic ele-
phant in India.” Usually, the wild Asiatic ele-
phants live up to 62-65 years, while the
domestic ones survive till around 80 years
with proper care, he said.
“After all its teeth fell off around 8-10

years ago, Bijuli Prasad could not eat any-
thing and was about to die. Then I went there
and treated him. I had changed all his regular
food and started mostly boiled food like rice
and soybean with high protein value. This in-
creased his longevity,” Sarma said.
An official of the Behali tea estate said that

the elephant was offered around 25 kg of
food every day. (PTI)

India’s oldest domestic elephant
Bijuli Prasad dies at 89
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MUMBAI, Aug 21: Facing
prospects of his bungalow in Mum-
bai being auctioned to recover un-
paid loans, Bollywood actor Sunny
Deol has offered to settle all out-
standing dues, prompting state-
owned lender Bank of Baroda to
drop auction proceedings for the
property. The lender issued a state-
ment on Monday, saying that Deol
has offered to settle the dues, hours
after it withdraw the public notice
to auction the villa owned by the
actor and sitting BJP Member of
Parliament, citing technical rea-
sons, a move that was questioned
by Congress.

“In the meantime, the borrower
has approached the bank for set-
tling the dues as per the sale notice
published on August 20, wherein
the borrower/guarantors were noti-
fied that they are entitled to redeem
the securities by paying the out-
standing dues/costs/charges and
expenses at any time before the
sale is conducted,” the bank said.

Bank of Baroda said the auction
notice was withdrawn after the bor-
rower agreed to settle dues as well
as due to certain technical reasons.

Explaining the technical reasons,
the second largest public sector
lender said the total dues did not
specify the exact quantum of dues
to be recovered. Also, the sale no-
tice was based on a symbolic pos-
session of the property as per Rule

8(6) of the Security Interest (En-
forcement) Rules 2002.

The bank said, an application to
the chief metropolitan magistrate
sent on August 1, 2023 seeking
physical possession of the property
is pending. “Since the unit is run-
ning as conveyed to us by the bor-
rower, sale/action will be initiated
as per the provisions of the Sarfaesi
Act, once the physical possession
is taken.”

Accordingly, the sale notice is
withdrawn as per the normal indus-
try practice followed in other cases
as well, the lender said in a fresh
statement.

In a public notice on Sunday,
Bank of Baroda had said it would
e-auction ‘Sunny Villa’ in the Juhu
area of the city on September 25.

However, in a corrigendum is-
sued on Monday, the bank said the
e-auction notice published on Au-
gust 20 stands withdrawn due to
technical reasons.

The Gurdaspur MP, whose latest
movie Gadar 2 is a box office suc-
cess having already grossed over
Rs 300 crore since the release last
week, has been in default on a 
` 55.99 crore loan from the bank,
interest and penalty, since Decem-
ber 2022. As per Sunday’s notice,
the bank, which has attached the
property, had fixed the reserve
price for the auction at ` 51.43
crore and an earnest money deposit
of ` 5.14 crore.

Apart from Sunny Villa, the
599.44-square metre property also
houses Sunny Sounds, which is

owned by the Deols, and is the cor-
porate guarantor to the loan, while
Sunny’s actor-politician father
Dharmendra is the personal guar-
antor of the debt, according to the
auction notice.

The notice had further said the
Deols had the option of clearing the
dues of the bank to prevent the auc-
tion under the provisions of the
Sarfaesi Act 2002. Deol has been
representing the Gurdaspur con-
stituency of Punjab since 2019
when he won the election with a
landslide margin against Congress’
Sunil Jhakar. The seat for long was
represented by another actor Vinod
Khanna from BJP.

The matter sparked a political
row with opposition Congress rais-
ing questions about the Bank of
Baroda withdrawing the e-auction
notice for the Juhu bungalow.

In a post on X, Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh said,
“Yesterday afternoon the nation got
to know that Bank of Baroda had
put up the Juhu residence of BJP
MP Sunny Deol for e-auction since
he has not paid up ` 56 crore owed
to the Bank. This morning, in less
than 24 hours, the nation has got to
know that the Bank of Baroda has
withdrawn the auction notice due
to ‘technical reasons’.”

“Wonder who triggered these
‘technical reasons’?” he asked.
(PTI)

Sunny Deol offers to settle dues
for his Mumbai bungalow: BoB

DETROIT, Aug 21: Just five years ago,
a price-conscious auto shopper in the
United States could choose from among a
dozen new small cars selling for under
$20,000. Now, there’s just one: The Mit-
subishi Mirage. And even the Mirage ap-
pears headed for the scrap yard.

At a time when Americans increasingly
want pricey SUVs and trucks rather than
small cars, the Mirage remains the lone
new vehicle whose average sale price is
under 20 grand — a figure that once
marked a kind of unofficial threshold of
affordability. With prices — new and used
— having soared since the pandemic,
$20,000 is no longer much of a starting
point for a new car.

This current version of the Mirage,
which reached U.S. dealerships a decade
ago, sold for an average of $19,205 last
month, according to data from Cox Auto-
motive. (Though a few other new models
have starting prices under $20,000, their
actual purchase prices, with options and
shipping, exceed that figure.)

The Mirage, with hatchback and sedan
versions, costs less than half of what the
average U.S. new vehicle does. That av-
erage is now just above $48,000 — 25%
more than before the pandemic struck
three years ago.

“I just won’t pay that kind of price,”
said Karen Schaeppi of suburban Min-
neapolis, who bought a red Mirage sedan
last month for around $19,000. Schaeppi,
who is 78, said she could have afforded an
average-priced new vehicle. But because
she’s only 5 feet tall, she wanted a small
car so she could see easily over the hood.

When she set out to replace her 2008
Ford Focus, Schaeppi was surprised to

find no small cars available at the dealers
she visited — at any price.

“There was nothing that existed,” she
said. “Not even close.”

The scarcity of small cars at dealerships
helps explain why the average new vehi-
cle costs so much: Detroit’s Big Three au-
tomakers — General Motors, Stellantis
and Ford — began to jettison the compact
and subcompact car business about five
years ago. Low profit margins for small
cars and consumers’ increasing shift to
SUVs and trucks made the decision an
easy one. Likewise, Toyota and Honda
later halted U.S. sales of their subcom-
pacts.

Then a pandemic-related computer-chip
shortage slashed global auto production.
Vehicles were suddenly in short supply at
a time of high demand. Prices shot up.

Another factor that has swollen average
prices is that 32 models in the United
States now have selling prices above
$100,000, according to Cox. As recently
as 2018, only 12 models sold for over 100
grand. At an average sale price of
$29,000, even most used vehicles cost
more than a new Mirage.

People like Andrew Lang of Flint,
Michigan, feel priced out of the market
entirely. Lang, 26, said there’s no way he
could afford a new car right now, not even
a Mirage.

“I don’t make enough money,” he said,
Lang spoke after stepping out of his

2009 Chevrolet Impala in a grocery store
parking lot near Ypsilanti. The Impala,
with cloudy headlights, a crack in the
front bumper and a dent in right side of
the trunk, has 150,000 miles on it. Lang,
an information technology coordinator,

said he doesn’t know what he’d do if he
had to replace it. He would have to buy a
used car — if he could find something af-
fordable.

At White Bear Mitsubishi near St. Paul,
Minnesota, where Schaeppi bought her
vehicle, used cars are the main competi-
tion for the Mirage, according to Richard
Herod III, the dealership’s managing part-
ner. But because so few new small cars
were sold in recent years, he said, the
used-vehicle selection is low and prices
are high.

A new Mirage, which costs about the
same as a 4-year-old Chevrolet Cruze or
Mazda 3, has a five-year, 60,000-mile
bumper-to-bumper warranty. Most used
cars that age, Herod said, no longer in-
clude such warranties. The Mirage gets
roughly 39 miles to the gallon, among the
highest of any vehicle in the United States
that isn’t hybrid or electric.

Still, the horsepower in its three-cylin-
der engine amounts to a tepid 76.

“It’s not going to win any drag races,”
Herod said. “It’s not going to make you
more popular at school. It’s the last honest
affordable car in America.”

Despite the low price, U.S. sales of
the Mirage have been sluggish. Mit-

subishi sold only 5,316 in the first half
of the year — 44% below the same pe-
riod in 2022.

And it might not be available at all in a
couple of years. The trade publication Au-
tomotive News reported last week that
Mitsubishi will stop selling the Mirage by
mid-decade. Mitsubishi, part of the Nis-
san-Renault alliance, declined to com-
ment. But its website says production of
the Mirage in Thailand, where it is built,
is ending.

Once the Mirage disappears, Mit-
subishi’s least expensive vehicle would be
the Outlander Sport small SUV. It starts
around $24,600, which includes shipping.

Michelle Krebs, an analyst at Cox Au-
tomotive, said she thinks sales of the Mi-
rage would be stronger if more customers
knew about it.

“There aren’t that many Mitsubishi
dealers, and they don’t have a very loud
voice in the advertising world,” she said.

In addition, Krebs said, Mitsubishi buy-
ers tend to have lower-than-average credit
scores, and many of them have been
priced out of the auto market entirely be-
cause higher loan rates have sent monthly
payments surging.

A buyer who put down a 10% payment
at the average Mirage sales price of
$19,205 would owe roughly $365 each
month for 60 months at a 7% loan rate.

The latest data suggests that Mit-
subishi’s decision to phase out the Mirage
might be premature. Overall sales of small
cars, after having dropped in seven of the
past 10 years, are up 11.7% in the first half
of the year. Some of that gain may reflect
more interest from consumers concerned
about higher gas prices, Krebs said, but

most of it represents fleet sales to rental
car companies.

“It’s not going to be where it used to
be,” she said of small-car purchases.

Mitsubishi can afford to sell the Mirage
for less than its competitors do for similar
vehicles because it’s such an old model
that money to develop it has long since
been spent, said Sam Abuelsamid, an an-
alyst for Guidehouse Insights.

Low-wage labor is another factor: Fac-
tory workers in Thailand make only about
$16 a day — far less than unionized au-
tomakers earn in the United States and
slightly less than in Mexico.

Even as the Mirage appears likely to be
phased out, some other cars and SUVs
have average sales prices only slightly
above $20,000. They include the Kia Rio,
the Nissan Versa, the Hyundai Venue and
the Nissan Sentra. According to Cox, their
prices range from $20,157 for the Rio to
$23,994 for the Sentra.

As the sub-$20,000 new car disappears,
Krebs suggests that buyers who need af-
fordable transportation consider certified
pre-owned small cars, which can be rea-
sonably priced and include at least a
year’s warranty.

Krebs said she expects new-auto prices
to drop slightly as factories produce more
vehicles, likely forcing automakers to
offer discounts. Price declines among
electric vehicles, led by Tesla, have
helped lower overall auto prices, too.

But don’t expect the return of the
$20,000 new car.

“I can’t imagine that unless a Chinese
automaker came in and sold cheap,”
Krebs said. “Politically, that doesn’t seem
likely.” (AP)

Looking for a new car under $20,000? Good luck. 
Your choice has dwindled to just one vehicle

BEIJING, Aug 21: Global stocks
were higher Monday as traders
looked ahead to the Federal Re-
serve’s summer conference for
signs of whether the US central
bank thinks inflation is under con-
trol or more interest rate hikes are
needed to cool inflation.

London, Tokyo, Paris and Wall
Street futures advanced. Shanghai
declined. Oil prices rose.

Wall Street’s benchmark S&P
500 index declined Friday ahead
of this week’s closely watched
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, confer-
ence. Fed officials have used the
event in previous years to indicate
changes in policy direction.

There “may be rude hawkish
surprises” for investors who as-
sume rate hikes are finished, said
Tan Boon Heng of Mizuho Bank
in a report. Chair Jerome Powell
“may allude to structurally higher
(and potentially more volatile) in-
flation being the new norm.”

In early trading, the FTSE 100
in London rose 0.3 per cent to
7,281.64. The CAC 40 in Paris
gained 1 per cent to 7,237.32 and
the DAX in Frankfurt advanced
0.6 per cent to 15,672.15.

On Wall Street, the S&P 500 fu-
ture was up 0.3 per cent and that
for the Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age was 0.2 per cent higher.

On Friday, the S&P declined 0.1
per cent. The Dow added 0.1 per
cent while the Nasdaq composite
slipped 0.2 per cent.

In Asia, the Shanghai Compos-

ite Index lost 1.2 per cent to
3,092.97 while the Nikkei 225 in
Tokyo advanced 0.4 per cent to
31,565.64. The Hang Seng in
Hong Kong lost 1.8 per cent to
17,623.29.

The Kospi in Seoul gained 0.2
per cent to 2,508.80 while Syd-
ney’s S&P-ASX 200 shed 0.5 per
cent to 7,115.50.

India’s Sensex gained 0.5 per
cent to 65,300.30. New Zealand
and Singapore retreated while
Bangkok and Jakarta gained.

The S&P 500 soared in the first
seven months of 2023 but has
given back more than one-quarter
of that gain after critics warned the
market embraced the notion too
early that inflation was under con-
trol and rate hikes were finished.

Some investors are shifting
money to bonds as higher interest
rates make their payout bigger and
less risky.

Microsoft slipped 0.1 per cent
Friday. Alphabet dropped 1.9 per
cent and Tesla sank 1.7 per cent.

Tech and other high-growth

stocks are seen as some of the
biggest losers due to higher rates.
Several are down more than 10 per
cent from this year’s highs.

Data indicating US consumer
spending and hiring are unexpect-
edly strong have fueled expecta-
tions the Fed might feel pressure
to keep its benchmark lending rate
higher for longer.

Inflation has declined from its
peak above 9 per cent last year but
still is above the Fed’s 2 per cent
target. Consumer prices rose 3.2
per cent in July over a year earlier,
up from the previous month’s 3
per cent increase.

Economists say the last stage of
getting inflation down to the Fed’s
target may prove the most diffi-
cult.

In energy markets, benchmark
US crude gained 62 cents to USD
81.28 per barrel in electronic trad-
ing on the New York Mercantile
Exchange. Brent crude, the price
basis for international oil trading,
advanced 68 cents to USD 85.48
per barrel in London. (AP)

Stock market: Global stocks up as traders 
await Fed conference for interest rate update

MUMBAI, Aug 21: Equity benchmark indices Sen-
sex and Nifty closed higher on Monday after two days
of decline, supported by buying in index majors In-
fosys, ITC and Bajaj Finance amid a mixed trend in
global markets.

In a range-bound trade, the 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 267.43 points or 0.41 per cent to settle at
65,216.09. During the day, it jumped 387.16 points or
0.59 per cent to 65,335.82.

The NSE Nifty gained 83.45 points or 0.43 per cent
to end at 19,393.60.

“Markets started the week with an uptick and
gained nearly half a per cent. After the initial choppi-
ness, Nifty maintained a positive tone for most of the
session however profit-taking in the end trimmed
some gains,” said Ajit Mishra, SVP - Technical Re-
search, Religare Broking Ltd.

Bajaj Finance was the biggest gainer in the Sensex
pack, rising 2.70 per cent, followed by PowerGrid, In-
dusInd Bank, NTPC, Bharti Airtel, ITC, Bajaj Finserv,
Infosys, Nestle, Tata Steel, Tata Consultancy Services,
Titan and Axis Bank.

Reliance Industries, Mahindra & Mahindra, Maruti
and State Bank of India were among the laggards.

Meanwhile, shares of Jio Financial Services, the de-
merged financial services unit of Reliance Industries,
listed on the bourses on Monday. In the broader mar-
ket, the BSE midcap gauge jumped 0.87 per cent, and
smallcap index climbed 0.71 per cent.

All indices ended in the green, with utilities jump-
ing 2.56 per cent, power climbing 2.31 per cent, metal
(1.19 per cent), capital goods (1.09 per cent), realty
(1.03 per cent), teck (1 per cent), commodities (0.95
per cent), industrials (0.92 per cent), IT (0.88 per cent)
and healthcare (0.79 per cent).

“Asian stocks stumbled on Monday after China de-
livered a smaller cut to lending rates than markets had
counted on, continuing Beijing’s run of disappoint-
ingly frugal stimulus steps. European stocks re-
bounded from a one-month low as higher energy
prices buoyed oil producers,” Deepak Jasani, Head of

Retail Research, HDFC Securities, said.
In Asian markets, Seoul and Tokyo settled in the

green, while Shanghai and Hong Kong ended lower.
European markets were trading with gains. The US

markets ended on a mixed note on Friday.
“A rebound in the global market after a significant

correction prompted buying in domestic equities, par-
ticularly within the IT sector. However, the potential
for volatility to linger in the near term remains due to
the increasing dollar index and elevated US bond
yields, fuelled by concerns about rate hikes.

“Investors are keenly observing the commentary
from the Fed chair during its forthcoming summer
conference for interest rate insights,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit Financial Services.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) offloaded eq-
uities worth ̀ 266.98 crore on Friday, according to ex-
change data. Global oil benchmark Brent crude
climbed 0.60 per cent to USD 85.31 a barrel.

“Positive European market cues triggered a relief
rally in domestic benchmark indices as investors re-
sorted to short covering after taking a hit last week on
the back of sharp FII selling and weak global cues.

“However, the market may continue to stay wobbly
due to weak macroeconomic scenarios and volatility
in global currency markets due to uptick in US bond
yields,” Shrikant Chouhan, Head of Research (Retail),
Kotak Securities Ltd, said. (PTI)

Sensex rebounds 267 pts
on gains in Infosys, ITC             

                                    s
     

                 
                            
                 
                                 
                

                        
                             
                                 d

                               
                

                    
               

                                
                        

                           
                              

NEW DELHI, Aug 21: The gov-
ernment on Monday said the deci-
sion to impose a 40 per cent export
duty on onions was not a “prema-
ture” but a timely move to boost
domestic supply and control retail
prices.

The statement comes amid farm-
ers’ protest at several places in
Nashik district in Maharashtra
against the 40 per cent duty im-
posed on onion exports. Traders
are also against the imposition of
the duty.

“It is not a premature decision to
impose export duty on onion. It is
a timely decision taken to increase
the domestic availability and check
prices,” Union Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit Kumar Singh told
PTI.

Till the situation demands,
Singh said the government will in-
tervene with release of buffer
onions in both the wholesale and
retail markets in select states.

On Saturday, the Centre im-
posed a 40 per cent duty on the ex-
port of onions amid signs of price
rise as well as increase in outward
shipments.

The decision to impose export
duty on onions for the first time
ever is also aimed to curbing prices
of the kitchen staple ahead of the
festive season.

In Delhi, retail prices of onions
have touched nearly ` 40 per kilo-
gram, as per official data.

Currently, Singh said the gov-
ernment is releasing onions from
buffer stocks in Delhi, Telangana,

Andhra Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh and Assam.

In the last two days, 2,500
tonnes of onions were sold at a
subsidised rate of ` 25 per kg in
Delhi-NCR, he added.

The Centre’s decision was also
prompted by a surge in onion ex-
ports.

Between April 1 and August 4
this fiscal, 9.75 lakh tonnes of
onions have been exported from
the country. The top three import-
ing countries in value terms are
Bangladesh, Malaysia and the
UAE.

Earlier in the day, traders de-
cided to close onion auctions in-
definitely in all the Agriculture
Produce Market Committees
(APMCs) in the Nashik district, in-
cluding at Lasalgaon, which is the
largest wholesale onion market in
India. However, APMC sources
said onion auctions took place in
Vinchur, which is also in the same
district.

Apart from the export duty, the
central government on Sunday an-
nounced it will procure an addi-
tional 2 lakh tonnes of onion in
order to maintain a total buffer
stock of 5 lakh tonnes this year.

For the current fiscal, the target
for onion buffer was kept at 3 lakh
tonnes, which has already been
procured.

Currently, the same buffer stock
is being disposed of in the targeted
markets in select states to improve
the local availability and check
price rise. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Aug 21: The gov-
ernment on Monday said tomato
prices have fallen to ` 50-70 per
kilogramme with arrival of fresh
crops in retail markets and it will
continue to sell tomatoes at a dis-
counted rate till rates come down
to a normal level.

Tomato prices had skyrocketed
to as high as ` 250 per kg in the re-
tail markets across the country due
to unseasonal rains.

“Tomato prices are ruling in the
range of ` 50-70 per kg in retail
markets across the country at pres-
ent,” Consumer Affairs Secretary
Rohit Kumar Singh told PTI.

Prices have started cooling
down with increase in arrival of the
fresh crop in states like Madhya
Pradesh, he added. (PTI)

Onion export duty is ‘timely’ move to boost
domestic supply, check price rise: Govt

Tomato prices
cooling down with
fresh arrival: Govt

I Rayhan Uddin  S/O-
Jalal Uddin, resident of
Vill-Jaintia Basti, P.O- Nil-
bagan, Nagaon (Assam).
That,  My actual and cor-
rect name is Rayhan
Uddin. But  wrongly  my
passport name has been
recorded as Mohammed
Rayhan Uddin instead of
actual and correct name
Rayhan Uddin, bearing
the passport No-
J4089498. That Rayhan
Uddin and Mohammed
Rahyan Uddin  both are
same and one person.

NAME CORRECTION

NEW DELHI, Aug 21:Gold price
climbed ` 50 to ` 59,300 per 10
gram in the national capital on
Monday, according to HDFC Se-
curities. The precious metal had
ended at ` 59,250 per 10 gram in
the previous trade.

However, silver remained flat at
` 73,500 per kilogram.

Gold was trading slightly higher
amid a weaker rupee and risk-
averse sentiments, Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst at HDFC Securi-
ties, said. In the global markets,
gold was down at USD 1,888 per
ounce, while silver was flat at USD
22.75 per ounce.

“Gold traded steady after mark-
ing its third straight weekly dip as
sound US economic data raised
bets for interest rates staying
higher for longer.

“Investors’ focus will be on the
Federal Reserve chair Jerome
Powell’s speech on Friday, as cen-
tral bankers from around the world
assemble in Jackson Hole for their
annual conference,” said Navneet
Damani, Senior vice-president,
Commodity Research at Motilal
Oswal Financial Services. (PTI)

Gold climbs ` 50;
silver remains flat

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 21: The Feder-
ation of Industry & Commerce of
North Eastern Region (FINER) or-
chestrated a triumphant “Guest of
the Month” event on August 18, at
Hotel Novotel in Guwahati. The
event was graced by the distin-
guished presence of Ashok Singhal,
minister of housing & urban affairs
and irrigation, government of
Assam. The evening commenced
with a warm welcome extended by
Bajrang Lohia, president of FINER,
to all the esteemed guests and mem-
bers present. Following the wel-
come address, Rajeev Agarwal, vice
president of FINER, delivered an
insightful presentation spotlighting
the organization’s consequential in-
terventions in the region.

In his keynote address, minister
Ashok Singhal illuminated the in-
dustrial panorama of Assam and the
wider North Eastern region. He ex-
tolled the visionary leadership of
Prime Minister Modi and attributed
the region’s consistent development
and reduced insurgency to it. The
minister underscored the signifi-
cance of the Bodo Accord, which
has facilitated the integration of
youth into the mainstream, catalyz-
ing their active participation in the
region’s advancement.

Ashok Singhal went on to under-
score Assam’s remarkable growth
under the guidance of chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma. He empha-
sized that the state has been wit-
nessing unparalleled progress,
marked by an average of 20 deci-
sions being taken each week. 

FINER hosts Ashok
Singhal for ‘Guest
of the Month’ event
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 21: A vibrant three-
day food festival that highlighted the
flavours of Assamese cuisine concluded
at Assam House on Lokapriya Gopinath
Bordoloi Marg in New Delhi. The festi-
val, which commenced on Friday, was a
collaborative effort by the ministry of
Tourism, Assam Tourism, and the Office
of the Resident Commissioner at Assam
House.
The festival featured a variety of food

stalls that showcased the rich tapestry of
Assamese delicacies. Alongside these
culinary delights, visitors were treated to
displays of handloom and handicraft
products, adding to the cultural experi-
ence. Stall owners expressed their satis-
faction with the positive response
received from attendees.
The event was organised in conjunc-

tion with the celebrations of ‘Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ (India@75) and ‘EK
Bharat Shrestha Bharat Food Festival’.

The ministry of Tourism partnered with
various states and union territories to
provide a platform for sharing state-spe-
cific cuisines and creating awareness
about the diverse culinary heritage
across India.
This nationwide endeavour took place

at state bhawans or houses representing
the participating states. A total of 23 states

and union territories, including Assam,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Bihar, Uttarakhand, Odisha, Gu-
jarat, Mizoram, West Bengal, Punjab,
Jammu & Kashmir, Arunachal Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Goa, Meghalaya, Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh, and Nagaland, enthusiasti-
cally participated in this gastronomic cel-
ebration.

Assamese cuisine showcased 
in three-day food festival

Dilip Goswami, a
well-respected
resident of

Magurmara village and
a prominent social
worker hailing from
Diplonga under
Biswanath sub-division,
passed away this afternoon at the age of
80 due to kidney-related ailments.
Known for his dedication and quiet serv-
ice, Goswami was closely associated
with various socio-cultural organisations
in the greater Diplonga area.
A committed member of Asam Sahitya

Sabha, Goswami’s contributions were
highly regarded within the literary and
cultural circles. He maintained an active
association with Biswanath Zila Sahitya
Sabha and the Chengamari branch of
Asam Sahitya Sabha. His demise is a loss
deeply felt by the Chengamari branch of
Asam Sahitya Sabha, Biswanath Zila
Sahitya Sabha, and several other organi-
sations.
He is survived by his wife, a son, and

a wide network of relatives and well-
wishers.

OBITUARY

HT Correspondent
HAFLONG, Aug 21: The public in
Dima Hasao district has expressed
an urgent need for a marriage offi-
cer in the region. The unfilled posi-
tion of marriage officer in Dima
Hasao district has caused inconven-
ience for a prolonged period. The
role of marriage officer in the dis-
trict has remained vacant since the
transfer of the previous officer. This
vacancy has resulted in challenges
for residents of Dima Hasao district
who wish to register their mar-
riages, a process that has become
essential for both service members
and the general public.
In light of the difficulties faced

by the people of Dima Hasao dis-
trict, advocate Sumit Das has made
an appeal through the district com-
missioner of Dima Hasao district to
the secretary of the government of
Assam, personal department in Dis-
pur, Guwahati. The appeal requests
that necessary actions be taken to
promptly assign a marriage officer
for the convenience of the general
public seeking marriage certificates
after formal registration. Advocate
Das has further suggested that the
responsibility of marriage officer be
entrusted to one of the ACS (Assam
Civil Service) officers within Dima
Hasao district as soon as possible.
This step is aimed at restoring the
marriage registration process in
Dima Hasao district for the benefit
of its residents.

Urgent need for marriage
officer in Dima Hasao

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 21: Assam
Governor Gulab Chand Kataria
embarked on a two-day visit to
Kokrajhar district on Monday,
where he undertook a comprehen-
sive review of various develop-
ment schemes at the Bodoland
Territorial Council Secretariat.
During his visit, the Governor
highlighted the importance of eq-
uitable development and innova-
tive marketing strategies to uplift
the Bodoland Territorial Region
(BTR).
Governor Kataria meticulously

assessed the progress of Central
and State Government Flagship
Schemes, as well as initiatives car-
ried out by the Government of
BTR for the betterment of the
local populace. He stressed the
significance of efficient imple-
mentation of the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (JJM) and urged officials to
exercise vigilant monitoring to en-
sure timely progress of the
schemes.
Notably, the Governor empha-

sized the necessity of balanced de-

velopment across all four districts
of BTR. He underlined the un-
tapped potential in sectors such as
Handlooms, Sericulture, Tourism,
and Fisheries, and suggested the
maximization of these opportuni-
ties. To achieve this, Governor
Kataria proposed nationwide mar-
keting strategies to amplify the
reach of unique products native to
the Bodoland Region.
The Green Bodoland Mission, a

recent initiative by the BTR Gov-
ernment, also drew the Governor’s
attention. He highlighted the im-
portance of planting medicinal and
economically significant plants

and trees throughout BTR. Ac-
knowledging the area’s natural
abundance of flora and fauna, he
recommended the exploration of
Nature and Eco Tourism-based in-
frastructure.
In line with his commitment to

holistic development, Governor
Kataria advised the BTR func-
tionaries to conduct consultations
at the block level, engaging stake-
holders to identify ground-level
challenges for the swift execution
of the Prime Minister Awas Yojana
Housing Scheme. He also empha-
sized the enforcement of the MN-
REGA scheme by the Panchayat

and Rural Development Depart-
ment to maximize public benefit.
Governor Kataria’s engagement

extended to the Education Sector,
where he applauded the BTR ad-
ministration for their efforts to im-
prove the system. He proposed the
establishment of Model Schools in
Tea Gardens across the four dis-
tricts of BTR to enhance educa-
tional access.
Concluding his visit, the Gover-

nor extended his gratitude to the
elected representatives of BTR
and the officials for their dedicated
service and commitment to public
welfare. His visit encompassed in-
teractions with beneficiaries of
Government Schemes, demon-
strating his commitment to under-
standing the ground-level impact
of these initiatives.
The Governor’s visit to Kokra-

jhar and his insightful recommen-
dations underscore his dedication
to the holistic development of the
region, ensuring that the potential
of BTR is fully realized while im-
proving the quality of life for its
residents.

Governor Kataria visits Kokrajhar, advocates 
nationwide marketing strategies for BTR products

HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, Aug 21: The All
Assam Bought Leaf Tea Manufac-
ture’s Association (ABLTMA)
held a press conference to address
the accusations made by the Fed-
eration of All India Tea Traders’
Association (FAITTA) regarding
the alleged practice of adding arti-
ficial colour to Assam tea.
Chad Gohain, president of

ABLTMA, categorically stated,
“We are a manufacturing unit. We
don’t engage in such practices.
Colouring tea is not done in our
manufacturing unit. We source
green tea leaves from small tea
growers, and after processing, we
send them for packaging.” He
stated that any suggestion of
colouring tea within their
processes was an attempt to tarnish
the reputation of Assam tea.
Gohain clarified, “While colour

alteration might happen during the
packaging phase, we are not aware
of it. If traders choose to alter the
colour, it’s not part of our process.”
He distanced ABLTMA from any
potential colour manipulation.
In a recent meeting organised by

FAITTA on August 18, 2023, con-
cerns were raised about the uneth-
ical practice of adding artificial
colour to tea, prompting a call for
the prosecution of traders in-
volved.
Gohain emphasised,

“ABLTMA strongly asserts that
no reputable tea manufacturers
associated with our organisation
indulge in such practices. Our in-
dustry thrives on maintaining au-
thenticity and quality. We remain
committed to upholding these
standards to ensure consumers
receive tea products that adhere
to regulatory norms.”
Gohain further urged, “We

earnestly request competent au-
thorities to conduct a thorough in-
vestigation into these allegations.
Appropriate action should be taken
against any individuals or entities
found guilty of tampering with tea
products. Such actions not only
erode consumer trust but also harm
the integrity of the tea industry as
a whole.”
Gautam Beria, secretary of

ABLTMA, clarified, “Within a
factory, there is no feasible way to

test green tea leaves for potential
pesticide residues.”
He said, “ABLTMA believes

that addressing these challenges
requires collaboration among in-
dustry stakeholders, government
bodies, and regulatory authorities.
By working collectively, we can
explore avenues to rejuvenate the
market, bolster demand, and se-
cure the long-term sustainability of
the tea industry.”
Beria underscored, “We also ac-

knowledge the concerning dissem-
ination of misleading information
from prominent buyers regarding
Maximum Residue Level (MRL)
breaches within the industry.”
He added, “We take this oppor-

tunity to appeal to small tea grow-
ers to exercise responsible
pesticide usage. ABLTMA vehe-
mently opposes the use of banned
pesticides in tea plantations. We
believe that safeguarding the envi-
ronment and consumer health is a
shared responsibility. We urge all
stakeholders to prioritise sustain-
able and safe farming practices to
ensure the tea industry’s long-term
success and integrity.”

ABLTMA denies FAITTA’s
allegation of tea colouring

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Aug 21: The Gorkha Samaj of
Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) celebrated its
third foundation day with a daytime program held at
the auditorium hall of Science College in Kokrajhar
on Monday. The celebration coincided with the ob-
servation of the 32nd Nepali Bhasha Manyata Di-
wash, which saw a grand participation from different
districts of the Bodoland region.
The event featured an open session with Uttam

Pradhan, the president of BTR Gorkha Samaj, in
the chair. The chief executive member of
Bodoland Territorial Region, Pramod Boro, graced
the occasion as the chief guest. In his speech, Boro
reiterated the BTR government’s commitment to
the all-round development of society, emphasising
the government’s efforts to bring sustainable de-

velopment to the region.
Boro highlighted several initiatives undertaken by

the BTR government to foster a healthy developmen-
tal environment. These include the Bodofa Super 50
Mission for civil services, Bodoland Skill Develop-
ment Mission, Bodoland Mushroom Mission, and
Bodoland Pig Mission. Boro also announced govern-
ment support for the construction of Gorkha Bhawan
in BTR districts.
The event was attended by notable figures includ-

ing MLA Lawrence Islary, BTR MCLA Madhab
Chetry, AAGSU president Arjun Chetry, ABSU gen-
eral secretary Khanindra Basumatary, UPPL media
secretary Hantigiri Narzary, UPPL youth wing’s
working president Iraqdao Brahma, and leaders from
Assam Gorkha Sanmeloni and Bharatiya Gorkha
Parishangha.

Gorkha Samaj celebrates third foundation day in Kokrajhar

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, Aug 21: An in-
tensified campaign against illicit
drugs and contraband is in progress
across various areas of the 124th
Margherita constituency in Tinsukia
district. In a recent operation on
Sunday afternoon, Hemanta Kumar
Boro, the Margherita sub divisional
police officer, and Pratap Gogoi, of-
ficer in charge of Margherita, acted
on secret information and appre-
hended three individuals who were
allegedly involved in the sale of
cannabis (bhang) in the Balukhad
area of Margherita. The operation
resulted in the arrest of two men and
one woman on charges related to
the buying and selling of cannabis.
The woman, in particular, was sus-
pected of being involved in the sup-
ply of cannabis in various parts of
the Margherita sub-division for an
extended period. She was appre-
hended by the Margherita police
while attempting to sell cannabis in
the Balukhad area. 

Crackdown on illicit
drugs in Margherita

Janasanyog /DF/1142/23

Janasanyog /DF/1150/23

HT Correspondent
HAMREN, Aug 21: The release of “Introduction to
Tiwa Grammar”, a book authored by Dr Virginia Daw-
son, associate professor of Western Washington Uni-
versity, USA, marked a historic moment for Tiwa
literature. The book launch took place at the Shik-
damakha Indoor Stadium in Amri, West Karbi Anglong,
in a function that celebrated the contribution of Dr
Dawson to the development of the Tiwa language.
Dr Virginia Dawson, an Australian national residing

in the USA, has been deeply involved in learning the
Tiwa language over the past seven years during her vis-
its to Umswai, West Karbi Anglong. Her dedication and
efforts have led to the creation of “Introduction to Tiwa
Grammar,” which is poised to make a significant im-
pact on the preservation and growth of the Tiwa lan-
guage. The event was graced by the presence of D
Uphing Maslai, the executive member of the Karbi An-
glong Autonomous Council (KAAC), who hailed the
release of the book as a historic moment in Tiwa liter-
ature. He acknowledged the significance of this
achievement, highlighting that it’s the second instance
of a foreign national contributing to Tiwa literature. The
first was Fr M Balawan, who became a French national
in 1975 and authored a book in Tiwa.
Dr Virginia Dawson expressed her gratitude to those

who assisted her in learning the Tiwa language, includ-

ing Bibiana Maslai, Mary Maslai, Olphindro Malang,
and others. She expressed her fondness for the Tiwa
people and their language, remarking on the sweetness
of the Tiwa language.
“I love the Tiwa people and Tiwa language is very

sweet. I want to come back again to take up another
project in Tiwa language,” said Dr. Virginia Dawson.
The event was attended by various dignitaries, in-

cluding Dipendra Nath Bordoloi, president of Tiwa
Mathonlai Tokhra (TMT), and Bidyut Bikash Senapati,
secretary of TMT. Also present were Lalsing Madar,
former president of TMT, Bhasha Sanman Awardee
Horsing Kholar, and other notable personalities. The re-
lease of “Introduction to Tiwa Grammar” not only sig-
nifies the dedication of Dr. Virginia Dawson to the Tiwa
language but also paves the way for the further enrich-
ment and promotion of Tiwa literature and culture.

Historic moment for Tiwa literature
Dr Virginia Dawson’s ‘Introduction to Tiwa Grammar’ released

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Aug 21: The Institution
Innovation Council (IIC) of the es-
teemed Nowgong College (Au-
tonomous) collaborated with its
Internal Quality Assurance Cell to
commemorate World Entrepreneurs
Day in the college’s seminar hall on
Monday. Dr Sarat Borkatoki, the col-
lege’s principal, extended a warm
welcome to the attendees, while Dr
Bhuban Chandra Chutiya, coordina-
tor of the Internal Quality Assurance
Cell, facilitated the event. Parag
Moni Aditya, chief editor of the local

Assamese satellite channel
‘News18’, graced the occasion as the
chief guest.
In his welcome address, Dr

Borkatoki encouraged the student
community to foster self-reliance
through entrepreneurship instead of
solely pursuing traditional employ-
ment. Parag Moni Aditya, the chief
editor of News18, delivered an en-
lightening lecture on ‘Lean Startup
and Minimum Viable Business’. He
shed light on the potential of estab-
lishing self-reliance through entre-
preneurship, particularly in

businesses centred around natural re-
sources across the state. Throughout
the program, three students from the
college - Tridib Nath, Tinku Moni
Bora, and Nishi Naba Bora - shared
insights into their own startup jour-
neys that they initiated themselves.
With a participation of over 300 stu-
dents, members of the NSS (Na-
tional Service Scheme), teachers,
and staff, the program was a re-
sounding success in promoting the
spirit of entrepreneurship among the
college community, as stated in a
press release.

Observance of World Entrepreneurs Day at Nowgong College

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, Aug 21: The annual con-
ference of the Assam Jatiya Parishad
(AJP) Minority Cell, known as
‘Xangkhyalaghu Xakti’, was convened on
Sunday at the Sivasagar Yuva Dal Audito-
rium. The event was attended by the AJP
president, Lurinjyoti Gogoi, and the con-
venor of the Minority Cell, Dulu Ahmed,
among others.
During his address, Lurinjyoti Gogoi

urged party members to work diligently to-
wards a united and developed Assam by op-
posing the ruling party, BJP, and other
divisive forces. He expressed his concerns
about the present political scenario, stating
that the current leadership of the BJP lacks
propriety, respect for seniors, and knowledge
of Assamese values and traditions. He also

criticised the lack of respect for women
within the state’s administration, referring to
Dispur as a “den of dalals”.
Addressing recent events, including the

attack on Dibrugarh MLA Prasanta Phukan’s
car, Gogoi highlighted that even BJP leaders
are not safe in the current state of Assam,
which raises concerns about the safety of
common citizens.
Prior to the conference, a large procession

was organised in the town, leading up to the
meeting. The event was presided over by
Nandeswari Buragohain, the district presi-
dent (in-charge), and was attended by central
committee leaders such as Raju Phukan, Ji-
abur Ahmed, Pradip Borgohain, Anjan Kon-
war, Manik Gogoi, Uddipjyoti Gogoi, and
district secretaries Mrinal Chutia and Gobin
Dutta.

AJP Minority Cell holds annual conference in Sivasagar
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
‘Nature is not a place to visit, it is home.’

– Gary Snyder

As we commemorate our 76th Inde-
pendence Day, there is a multitude
of economic achievements that fill

us with pride. India has emerged as a
prominent economic powerhouse, garner-
ing admiration across various domains. In
the preceding decades of the 1980s and
1990s, our notable impact was in the
realm of software, etching India’s name
into the annals of Silicon Valley in the
United States. Over time, our influence
has transcended singular sectors, pro-
pelling India into a position of global
prominence and making it an indispensa-
ble participant in international dialogues.
Let’s outline these remarkable accom-
plishments.

India stands as a focal point in world-
wide economic deliberations and holds
membership in crucial collectives such as
the Quad and G-20. As its economic
prowess continues to burgeon, its impact
on other economies is swiftly amplifying.
Notably, within the assembly of BRICS
nations, India has distinctly surged ahead,
securing acknowledgment as the preemi-
nent globalrepresentative of emerging
economies.

With regard to GDP magnitude, India is
on the brink of claiming the position as the
world’s third-largest economy. What sets
India apart is its existing untapped capac-
ity, affording it the potential for rapid ex-
pansion in the forthcoming years – a
prospect not universally shared by other
nations.

The escalating income within the nation
beckons as a gateway of opportunity for
global stakeholders. Evident in the influx
of substantial foreign direct investments,
the burgeoning market serves as an irre-
sistible allure for companies aiming to
carve a niche in this narrative. Notably,
over the past decade, progressive govern-
mental policies have facilitated the smooth
inflow of such funds, underscoring this
transformative trend.

Despite its substantial size and pivotal
role within global value chains across key
industries and services, India has adeptly
disentangled itself from international
trends. This resilience is evident in its sus-
tained rapid economic expansion, even
during the past two years when the global
landscape experienced a deceleration. This
accomplishment speaks volumes about the
robustness of our economy, ensuring its

continuity even when global dynamics
suggest a slowdown.

India has positioned it-
self as a highly alluring
market for foreign insti-
tutional investors. Capi-
talizing on the promise
of India Inc’s potential,
substantial funds have flowed into the eq-
uity markets since their liberalization in
the 1990s.

The nation’s delivery system has
achieved a state of near-perfection through
the integration of technology. This narra-
tive commences with the introduction of
the Aadhaar card, providing each citizen
with a distinctive identification number.
This innovation has significantly en-
hanced the precision of public service dis-
tribution and stands as a resounding
triumph. Particularly noteworthy is the
fact that, considering the magnitude of our
population, the accolades for this achieve-
ment are even more pronounced, given
that no other country has accomplished a
comparable feat.

The government has spearheaded com-
prehensive financial inclusion initiatives
primarily facilitated by Public Sector
banks, which have rendered invaluable
contributions. Notably, the Jan Dhan
Scheme stands as a direct approach to
guaranteeing widespread access to bank-
ing services. This effort has been comple-
mented by targeted lending programs,
such as for agriculture and SMEs through
MUDRA, culminating in a holistic cycle.
Moreover, in the realm of seamless trans-

actions, the Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) has emerged as an exemplary

model. Its resounding
triumph, reflected in its
staggering transaction
volume, has led other
nations to emulate its
success.

The government’s resolute endeavors to
extend electricity, water, and fuel access
to every household have borne fruit, evi-
dent in data illustrating a remarkable re-
duction in deprivation rates (according to
the NITI Aayog Multi-dimensional
Poverty Index). This achievement un-
equivocally demonstrates that ambitious
initiatives on a grand scale are attainable
through unwavering determination, as
aptly demonstrated by the government’s
actions.

Indian agriculture has evolved into a
realm of substantial self-sufficiency, forti-
fied by targeted programs addressing vul-
nerable crops. While strides are being
made towards achieving similar autonomy
in oilseed production, the notable reduc-
tion in reliance on imported pulses stands
out as a significant accomplishment.

The strides achieved in the infrastruc-
ture sector have been nothing short of re-
markable. The narrative of highways is
widely acknowledged, marked by exten-
sive construction endeavors spanning
years. This feat has fostered robust inter-
connections with pivotal industries in this
realm, including cement, steel, and ma-
chinery. The transformation of the aviation
industry, encompassing both airports and

ports, stands as a palpable testament to
change, especially when juxtaposed
against the landscape at the start of the
century.

Within this tale of achievement, certain
crucial aspects warrant attention. Looking
ahead, a central challenge involves gener-
ating employment opportunities at an ac-
celerated rate. Currently, the pace of job
creation lags behind overall growth. While
the educated and professionally-trained
youth tend to secure positions within this
expanding landscape, the same cannot be
said for those lacking specialized skills.
This predicament underscores the neces-
sity for the youth to comprehend the sig-
nificance of acquiring and upgrading their
skill sets, thereby enhancing their
prospects for meaningful employment.
Presently, the job market predominantly
absorbs blue-collar labor into roles within
construction or service sectors such as re-
tail, delivery, and security. However, these
positions often lack substantial remunera-
tion and do little to foster skill develop-
ment among the workforce.

This underscores the imperative for a
substantial transformation within the in-
dustry, which must serve as the growth en-
gine, thereby fostering the emergence of
self-sustaining job opportunities. Regret-
tably, in India, the services sector gained
prominence prior to the momentum of in-
dustrialization, impeding robust job gen-
eration. While India Inc. has played its
role, the majority of the industry persists
within the SME sector, characterized by
fragmentation and a lack of professional
management. Although there exists signif-
icant potential for heightened employment
within this sphere, the current absence of
scalability poses a significant hurdle.

The roadmap for the upcoming five
years is clear: prioritizing job creation.
This endeavor will not only yield produc-
tion growth but also stimulate income gen-
eration, consequently propelling the
consumption cycle and subsequently en-
couraging investment. Historically, India
has been accustomed to investment rates
around 34-35%, a benchmark that needs
to be reinstated. Despite the setbacks
caused by the shock of the Covid pan-
demic, the essential foundations are in po-
sition to facilitate the required
acceleration. (The writer can be reached
at dipaknewslive@gmail.com)

In a bold stride towards balanced socio-economic development and
gender empowerment, India’s northern frontier, the Himalayan re-
gion, is emerging as a pivotal player in the country’s journey to-

wards becoming a developed economy in the coming decades.
Stretching over 2500 kilometers and spanning 13 states and union ter-
ritories, this unique territory houses nearly 50 million people, encom-
passing a rich tapestry of demographics, economies, environments, and
cultures. While some Himalayan and northeastern states have fared com-
mendably on the Human Development Index, surpassing the national av-
erage, they still lag behind the western and southern counterparts like
Maha, Gujarat, TN, and K’taka. The challenge lies in the region’s eco-
logical fragility, which demands a calibrated development approach to
preserve the environment while propelling growth. Adding complexity,
the political landscape has been marred by corruption, impeding progress.
However, in recent years the Modi govt has placed a resolute emphasis
on infrastructure development in the northeastern and bordering states.
The construction of roads, rail networks, and tunnels is revolutionising
connectivity, ensuring that even the most remote regions gain access
to vital transportation links. This leap forward is not only promoting
economic growth but also bolstering national security.

Northeast India, often referred to as the ‘Seven Sisters’ along with
its new brother, Sikkim, stands out with its unique geopolitical terrain.
Sharing 98 percent of its international boundary with China, B’desh,
Bhutan, and Myanmar, it carves a distinctive identity on India’s map.
This region, home to over 220 diverse ethnic communities, spanning eight
states across 262,179 square kilometers, contributes 3.76% to India’s pop-
ulation. Each state carries its own historical narrative, ethnic diversity,
and power dynamics, making it an intricate mosaic. Despite its human
development strides, the Northeast grapples with an infrastructural divide.
Ethnic minorities in areas like Manipur, Eastern Nagaland, and Arunachal
suffer from poverty and crumbling infrastructure. In contrast, urban cen-
ters where dominant ethnic groups reside, such as Imphal, Guwahati,
Itanagar, and Shillong, enjoy relative development. Recent efforts to in-
vest in infrastructure are laudable but should now target areas that cry
out for better facilities, fostering peace and progress.

One remarkable aspect is the status of women in this region. North-
eastern women enjoy a relatively empowered status compared to their
counterparts in northern states. They are educated and actively partic-
ipate in various spheres, mirroring the progressive states of southern
India. Conversely, in Himachal Pradesh and U’khand, women, al-
though hardworking, face educational disparities and limited societal
empowerment. In J&K and Ladakh, similar challenges exist, com-
pounded by discrimination. Economically, both the Himalayan and
northeastern states have ground to cover to catch up with the more de-
veloped states in the western and southern regions despite the recent
infrastructure push. With the revocation of Article 370 in J&K and
Ladakh, tourism and economic activities have received a much-
needed boost. Improving security conditions are expected to foster
trade and industrial growth. The remarkable progress in road devel-
opment across northeastern states, including the construction of seven
bridges over the Brahmaputra River, is set to enhance connectivity,
both internally and with the rest of India. Within the northern states,
UP and MP have shown promising progress. The Himalayan states
are poised to bridge this gap, outpacing some of their eastern coun-
terparts like Bihar and WB. As India pushes towards becoming a de-
veloped economy, the Himalayan region is a beacon of hope, showing
that progress is possible even in the most challenging of terrains.

Unlocking the Himalayas

DEGREE OF THOUGHT

By: Dipak Kurmi

Modi era - A decade of political
audacity and commitment
By: M.R.Lalu

Two defining speeches by
the Prime Minister
brought many significant

topics for his opponents and the
common citizens to ponder on.
The first one was in the parlia-
ment, the one he delivered as a
reply to the opposition’s accusa-
tions during the no-confidence
motion. The opposition’s war-cry
was single handedly flattened by
Modi and the second one was his
tenth Independence Day speech
from the ramparts of the Red
Fort. Modi with his usual orator-
ical intonations was seen shatter-
ing the narratives that his
opponents came up with. It
seems that the opposition’s sus-
tained campaigns and personal
attacks against the Prime Minis-
ter are a waste of time. Success-
fully dispelling his rivals in the
parliament as well as in his Inde-
pendence Day speech, Modi
seemed to be building his de-
fense with full confidence.

Modi’s preparation for his na-
tional debut in 2014 was unique.
The entire exercise was to proj-
ect the essential leader in him in
attractive colors and appearance.
The BJP had turned the cam-
paign for Modi into a well sys-
tematic marketing strategy in
which the debutant Modi himself
was the product. Markets across
the country were flooded with
Modi related products. Namo
T.Shirts, Namo Pens, Namo
chocolates, Namo pepper spray
and Namo Kurtas; all with attrac-
tive faces of one person, who his
party and his supporters thought
would bring ache din (good
days) for the country. Not only
that, the entire party machinery
took to streets and villages and
urban colonies to teach people as
to why the Gujarat model, the
one that Modi invented was the
only way to transform India.
Very realistically the BJP could
introduce Brand Modi. His ex-
cellent oratory was not only
pragmatic but heart touching for
a fresh audience. Above all, the
organizational outreach of the gi-
gantic Sangh Parivar did every-
thing for the launch of their
favorite man. The saffron party
had enough strategic help from
experts from outside the BJP to
kick off a vibrant Modi era in a
national framework. Almost cul-

minating his two successful
tenures, Modi is all set to enter a
third term and the strong man of
India does not require those
strategies that he applied on his
debut in 2014 in the complex po-
litical scenario of India. At pres-
ent he enjoys a well defined
challenge from a compulsive
gathering that looks feeble and
suffocative due to its own inter-
nal contradictions and Modi un-
doubtedly values the complex
makeover of an incongruent as-
sembly and its compulsions to
take the battle to its favorable
end.

Modi has enough success sto-
ries to tell, statistics to decipher
and examples to showcase. His
desperate opposition would, at
least in a private talk, admit and
accept the man for what he did
for the country’s progress. All
through his tenure of ten years,
he could disarm everybody in the
opposition. Convincingly, the
projects that he carried out for
the general welfare of the coun-
try have unquestionably been
successful and their visible out-
comes give necessary clarifica-
tions to his distractors and
systematically expose their evil
intent to malign his persona. A
general but genuine assessment
would reveal the fact that the
war-cry against him is a desper-
ate lamentation by parties that
stand on slippery grounds with
scanty reasons to project him in
a dim light. Of course, the inves-
tigations carried out against
many of them hold credible evi-
dence to keep them under a legal
turmoil and send them through a
habitually lengthy judicial proce-
dure in the country. What makes
Narendra Modi succeed even at
the phase of a collective outrage
by his political opposition? What

keeps this man going when de-
liberately scripted phrases on his
persona being acrimoniously
flown by the other side? He
seems to be strengthened with an
indomitable will to succeed and
overcome all the hurdles. He has
been demonized, shunned, con-
demned and dismissed time and
again. But his indomitable will
seems to be holding him strong
with the opposition being pathet-
ically dispelled of its political
transgression. 

According to Modi, invasion
and its subsequent subjugation
for a thousand years had thrown
the country into utter slavery and
the era that began with his polit-
ical anointment, would be
marked with golden letters in the
history of the country. A confi-
dent Modi further spoke in detail
as to how the effect of this new
transformation would `continue
to reverberate for another thou-
sand years. He was indicating
what can be called as the begin-
ning of a golden regime and po-
sitioning himself as the game
changer who laid the foundation
for an emerging India which
would undoubtedly be on its path
of becoming the Viswa Guru.
Modi’s relentless self positioning
is manifestly suggestive of what
he would be known for in future.
This self assertion needs to be
seen with its rarity. Never in In-
dian history did we come across
a leadership with the level of
confidence that Modi has. Un-
doubtedly, this is the result of a
persevering political will, an out-
come of relentless initiatives to
bring about a slice of transforma-
tion to a country, which re-
mained a slave for centuries and
the one that forgot to carve cred-
ible measures for its overall
progress since the very day it

broke the shackles of colonial-
ism. India’s demography,
democracy and diversity, the
Triveni, according to him, would
set the stage for a mighty India.
A great lesson that parties across
India’s political spectrum need to
learn from Modi is his approach.
In the midst of scores of aggres-
sive violence and bloodshed,
when arguments on India’s effi-
cacy as an egalitarian society are
heard louder than usual, with de-
liberate attempts to frame bril-
liant narratives for painting it as
a complicated landscape with a
sinking democracy; Modi, the
man at the helm is unmindful of
the lobby lurking in the dark- he
seems to be rapturously focused
on the mission at hand and to-
tally aware of its unchallenged
popularity.

This time, his Independence
Day address was fabulously in-
terwoven with the phrase “mere
parivarjan” (my family mem-
bers), probably an attempt to get
closer to the votary with an an-
ticipatory emotional outreach. A
successful culmination of the
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ cel-
ebrations that the Prime Minister
launched from Sabarmati
Ashram in Ahmedabad on March
12, 2021 was reflective in his
words in the grand speech at the
iconic Red Fort. Between India’s
slavery for a thousand years and
its upcoming glorious journey
for another thousand years,
stands the man who as pundits
predict would be known as the
leader who laid the foundation
for India’s transformation as the
Vishva Guru. May be, Modi
would personally like to be
known for this feat, an image
that would get engraved on the
frame of time and history. (The
author is a freelance journalist)

India’s path to global excellence
and future challenges

China is walking into a
‘Lehman brothers’ type

financial meltdown
By: Anjan Roy

China is walking into a
real financial crisis. A
major part of Chinese fi-

nancial architecture, the shadow
banks, are facing serious liquid-
ity problems and they have not
paid their investors the amounts
of returns they promised. This
has raised doubts over their fu-
ture. 

Three real estate companies,
which placed their funds with
Zhongrong Trust, the Chinese
shadow bank which manages
over $87 billion investments on
behalf of its clients, have com-
plained to the stock exchanges
about Zhongrong not paying
their promised returns. In turn,
this will affect their own liquid-
ity and funds position. 

Many of the major property
firms have their funds locked up
in these shadow banking compa-
nies for earning higher returns.
As it is, the Chinese real estate
sector is under siege as sales
have plummeted and their proj-
ects have come unstuck with
many of the largest companies
saddled with unsold housing
units.  On top, any liquidity
freeze coming from such illiquid
investments could spell disaster
for them as well as their home
and property buyers. The freeze
could spread and spark off a full
scale crisis, some experts fear. 

Zhongrong, one of the largest
of these shadow banks, not pay-
ing its promised returns and de-
faulting, and this has spread
worries about contagion in the
entire financial sector. In the
context of the importance of the
company involved, experts are
wondering if China is facing its
so-called “Lehman moment”.

It may be recalled that
Lehman Brothers, one of the
largest investment banks in the
USA, had faced payments diffi-
culties during the start of the
global financial melt-down in
2008. Without support, the 150
year old company, a bastion of
US banking industry, had col-
lapsed. 

In a way, the crash of Lehman
was instrumental in setting off a
crisis of confidence which
spread throughout US financial
sector and erupted into the finan-

cial meltdown of that year.
Lehman collapse has since re-
mained the milestone in the his-
tory of capitalism and financial
crises.   China’s shadow banks
are really like India’s non-bank-
ing financial companies in much
larger shape. They manage as-
sets and investments for corpo-
rates as well as wealthy
individuals. Even some retail in-
vestors have put their savings
into these asset management
companies. 

These shadow banks could at-
tract funds for their clientele’s
management by promising to
pay high returns. Zhongrong is
not only one the largest such op-
erators, but it is part of a much
bigger conglomerate which op-
erates in mining, manufacturing
and other businesses. For such a
large entity to face funds crunch
and unable to meet its promises
mean the crisis is worse than just
ankle deep. 

Worse, Zhongrong has refused
to clarify its position either and
angry investors are protesting in
front of their headquarters in
Beijing. Investors have gone into
social media accounts and have
raised a veritable storm of
protest and enquiries about
Zhongrong investment manage-
ment. 

These shadow banks, or non-
banking financial companies,
have tentacles spread across the
economy. In case, these compa-
nies face a liquidity crunch and
refuses to honour their commit-
ments, these would affect the
overall economy as well. Their
freeze would directly affect con-
sumer behaviour as the investors
would become risk averse and
domestic consumption would be
affected. 

The latest Zhongrong episode
has come in the wake of troubles
with another very big Chinese
home building company, Coun-
try Garden, which is facing se-
vere problems over its survival.
The Hong Keg stock exchange
authorities are removing the
company stock to contain any
possible contagion over its illiq-
uidity. 

Coming one after another, the
confidence in the financial mar-
kets have been shaken and
global investors are moving to
ring fence their massive stakes in
the country. There is as yet not
much scared withdrawal, but if
things do not improve these kind
of nervous reactions might set in.
The Chinese Yuan is also under
stress and losing against the US
dollar. 

These kind of developments
go against the very grain of
China overall economic policy
now. Xi Jinping is seeking to
boost domestic Chinese con-
sumption for giving a stimulus to
the sagging economic fortunes.
Chinese economy has disap-
pointed and growth has stalled. 

While previously the authori-
ties could pump in more funds
and encourage in fracture and
housing construction, the scope
has become limited. Already, the
economy is saddled with unsold
hosing stocks and scarcely
utilised humongous infract facil-
ities. Further encouragement of
such investments could become
a drag.  The Chinese supreme
leader, Xi Jinping, is not helping
matters stabilise. Xi is throwing
in an increasingly combative
stance upsetting the sensitivity
of foreigners. In response to the
trilateral meeting of US Presi-
dent, Joe Biden, in his country
retreat, Camp David, Xi stepped
up Chinese military movements
around Taiwan. 

The Chinese Navy ships are
circling around the island on its
own. The airforce is flying ever
closer to Taiwan air space and
even distant islands in South
China Sea is witnessing active
Chinese military moves. The
geo-politics combined with
sheer ground level problems are
combining to make Chinese fi-
nancial crisis more serious. (IPA
Service)

76 Years of Economic Triumph

This time, his Independence Day address was fabu-
lously interwoven with the phrase “mere parivar-
jan” (my family members), probably an attempt to
get closer to the votary with an anticipatory emo-
tional outreach. A successful culmination of the
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations that the

Prime Minister launched from Sabarmati Ashram in
Ahmedabad on March 12, 2021 was reflective in his
words in the grand speech at the iconic Red Fort.

Between India’s slavery for a thousand years and its
upcoming glorious journey for another thousand

years, stands the man who as pundits predict would
be known as the leader who laid the foundation for

India’s transformation as the Vishva Guru
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By: Dr Ratan Bhattacharjee

Iam abroad in the US right at
this moment with my assign-
ment in the Virginia Com-

monwealth University I am
super excited yet because this
glorious moment India is waiting
with a throbbing heart to watch
Lunar Lander Vikram on the soil
of the South Pole of the Moon
Chandrayaan-3 successfully
completed a second and final de-
boosting operation bringing its
Lander Module nearer to the
Moon. The deboosting operation
has reduced the orbit of the Lan-
der Module to 25km x 134km.
Chandrayaan module will at-
tempt the soft landing towards
the lunar surface.

Glory and respect to ISRO
Scientists for making India
proud, wish successful mission
to safely land on the Lunar Sur-
face on the Moon while Russia
failed to do that recently. Com-
mander Gene Cerman walked
with Lunar Module Pilot Harri-
son Schmidt during the Apollo
17 mission. “I keep telling Neil
Armstrong that “we painted that
white line in the sky all the way
to the Moon down to 47,000 feet
so he wouldn’t get lost,” and “all
he had to do was to  make land-
ing t sort of easy for him,” Cer-
nan said during a 2007 interview
for Nasa’s oral histories. 

Neil Armstrong and Edwin
“Buzz” Aldrin were the first of
12 human beings to walk on the
Moon. Four of America’s moon-
walkers are still alive: Aldrin
(Apollo 11), David Scott (Apollo
15), Charles Duke (Apollo 16),
and Harrison Schmitt (Apollo
17) Astronaut Eugene Cernan is
known to be the last man to walk
on the Moon in 1972, and his
record is safe for another few
years before the first batch of hu-
mans returns to the lunar surface
to etch their names n the history
books. A captain in the US Navy,
Cernan launched to the Moon
with the Apollo 17 mission on
December 7, 1972, which was
the sixth and final Apollo Moon

landing mission. Cernan, who
was the commander of the mis-
sion, landed in the Taurus-Lit-
trow highlands and valley area
of the Moon along with Pilot
Ronald E. Evans, and Lunar
Module Pilot Harrison H. “Jack”
Schmitt. Apart from being the
last human to leave his footprints
on the Moon, Cernan also holds
the distinction of being the sec-
ond American to walk in space. 

The Apollo 17 mission, which
landed him and returned home
from the Moon, was the longest
lunar landing flight, clocked at
301 hours, 51 minutes. Twelve
men walked on the Moon during
six Moon landings of the Apollo
program between July 1969 and
December 1972. All landed on
the surface only once, and five
missions consisted of two or
more surface EVAs. Four of
them are alive as of January
2023.

NASA’s first robotic lunar
rover is officially coming to-
gether and the team building it is
over the Moon.

Luna 9 made the first soft
touchdown on the lunar surface
in 1966, while Luna 16 did the
first robotic sample returns in
1970. The first robotic lunar
rover, Lunokhod 1, was de-
ployed with Luna 17 in 1970; the
successor Lunokhod 2 lasted
even longer and drove 24 miles
(39 kilometers) on the surface.
Lunokhod 1 was the first of two
robotic lunar rovers landed on
the Moon by the Soviet Union as
part of its Lunokhod program.
The Luna 17 spacecraft carried
Lunokhod 1 to the Moon in
1970.In the early 1970s, both the
United States and the Soviet
Union sent rovers to the moon,
but since then, only two new
rovers have successfully ex-
plored the lunar surface. The
Chinese rover Yutu landed in
2013, followed by Yutu-2 in
2019, which is still on the moon
today. Astrobotic is scheduled to
deliver VIPER to the Moon’s
South Pole aboard its Griffin
lander as part of NASA’s Com-

mercial Lunar Payload Services 
Russia’s first lunar mission in

decades ended in failure after its
Luna-25 spacecraft crashed.
Russia was in a race with India
to reach the unexplored South
Pole, and how the missions
could affect the global space
race. The crash of a Russian
Spacraft left India better poised
to become the first country to
land on the moon’s unexplored
South Pole, an achievement that
would solidify its position as a
major space power amid re-
newed global interest in lunar
exploration.

Chandrayaan-1 was the first
Indian lunar probe under the
Chandrayaan programme. It was
launched by the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
in October 2008, and operated
until August 2009. 

The mission included a lunar
orbiter and an impactor. India
launched the spacecraft using a
PSLV-XL rocket on 22 October
2008 at 00:52 UTC from Satish
Dhawan Space Centre, at Sri-
harikota, Andhra Pradesh. The
mission was a major boost to
India’s space program, as India
researched and developed in-
digenous technology to explore
the Moon.[9] The vehicle was

inserted into lunar orbit on 8 No-
vember 2008. On 14 November
2008, the Moon Impact Probe
separated from the Chandrayaan
orbiter at 14:36 UTC and struck
the South Pole in a controlled
manner. With this mission, ISRO
became the fifth national space
agency to reach the lunar sur-
face. 

Other nations whose national
space agencies to have done so
prior were the former Soviet
Union in 1959, the United States
in 1962, Japan in 1993, and ESA
member states in 2006. The
probe hit near the crater Shack-
leton at 15:01 UTC. The location
of impact was named Jawahar
Point. The estimated cost for the
project was Rs. 386 crore
(US$48 million). 

It was intended to survey the
lunar surface over a two-year pe-
riod, to produce a complete map
of the chemical composition at
the surface and three-dimen-
sional topography. The Polar Re-
gions are of special interest as
they might contain water ice.
Among its many achievements
was the discovery of widespread
presence of water molecules in
lunar soil. 

The Prime Minister of India
Atal Bihari Vajpayee announced

the Chandrayaan 1 project on
course in his Independence Day
speech on 15 August 2003. The
mission was a major boost to
India’s space program. 

The mission had the following
stated objectives: 

1) to design, develop, launch
and orbit a spacecraft around the
Moon using an Indian-made
launch-vehicle 

2) to conduct scientific exper-
iments using instruments on the
spacecraft which would yield
data 

3) for the preparation of a
three-dimensional atlas (with
high spatial and altitude resolu-
tion of 5–10 m or 16–33 ft) of
both the near and far sides of the
Moon 

4) for chemical and miner-
alogical mapping of the entire
lunar surface at high spatial res-
olution, mapping particularly the
chemical  elements magnesium,
aluminum, silicon  calcium, iron,
titanium, radon, uranium, and
thorium

5) to increase scientific knowl-
edge 

6) to test the impact of a sub-
satellite (Moon Impact Probe –
MIP) on the surface of the Moon
as a fore-runner for future soft-
landing missions.

In order to reach its objective,
the mission defined these goals: 

1) High-resolution mineralog-
ical and chemical imaging of the
permanently shadowed north-
and south-polar regions 

2) Searching for surface or
sub-surface lunar water-ice, es-
pecially at the lunar poles 

3) Identification of chemicals
in lunar highland rocks 

4) Chemical stratigraphy of
the lunar crust by remote sensing
of the central uplands of large
lunar craters, and of the South
Pole Aitken Region (SPAR), an
expected site of interior material

5) Mapping the height varia-
tion of features of the lunar sur-
face 

6) Observation of X-ray spec-
trum greater than 10 keV and
stereographic coverage of most
of the Moon’s surface with 5 m
(16 ft) resolution 

7) Providing new insights in
understanding the Moon’s origin
and evolution

Chandrayaan-2 is the second
lunar exploration mission devel-
oped by the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO),
after Chandrayaan-1. It consists
of a lunar orbiter, a lander, and
the Pragyan rover, all of which
were developed in India. The
main scientific objective is to
map and study the variations in
lunar surface composition, as
well as the location and abun-
dance of lunar water.

The spacecraft was launched
from the second launch pad at
the Satish Dhawan Space Centre
in Andhra Pradesh on 22 July
2019 The craft reached the
Moon’s orbit on 20 August 2019
and began orbital positioning
manoeuvres for the landing of
the Vikram lander. 

The lander and the rover were
scheduled to land on the near
side of the Moon, in the south
polar region at a latitude of about
70° south on 6 September 2019.

However, the lander crashed
when it deviated from its in-
tended trajectory while attempt-
ing to land on 6 September 2019.

According to a failure analysis
report submitted to ISRO, the
crash was caused by a software
glitch. ISRO is re-attempting a
landing with Chandrayaan-3
which was launched on 14 July
2023 and is expected to land
near the lunar South Pole region
on 23 August 2023. This attempt
was successful. The Chan-
drayaan-2 is now able to receive
signals from Chandrayaan 3 and
it can send signals and photos
through Chandrayaan 3. It also
helps Chandrayaan 3 to select a
safer place for landing and that
is why ISRO changed the earlier
location for landing. This is in-
deed a great help. 

Today we all know that
ISRO’s Chandrayaan-3 is in the
final leg of its moon landing
mission. Indian Space Research
Organisation said Chandrayaan-
3 successfully completed a sec-
ond and final deboosting
operation bringing its Lander
Module nearer to the Moon. The
deboosting operation has re-
duced the orbit of the Lander
Module to 25km x 134km. Till
this writing is prepared we got
the information the Chandrayaan
is only five miles away from its
goal of making India the first na-
tion in the world to keep its flag
on the South pole of the moon
which seemed more mysterious
than ever for all who conducted
missions to the moon by man or
robot.

India is going to write its name
in gold in the history of lunar
missions. We are waiting for the
moment with a throbbing heart
and curiousity. “That’s one small
step for a man, one giant leap for
mankind,” said Neil Armstrong.
It was a Beautiful, beautiful.
Magnificent desolation’ he
added later. This time we wait
what message the Chandrayaan
3 Lander Module robot is going
to give for mankind on earth.
(The author is at present in Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity as Affiliate Faculty. He can
be reached at
bhattacharjr@vcu.edu) 

Expeditions to Moon: From 
Neil Armstrong to Lunar Lander Vikram 

This solar cycle, the Sun’s 
activity is more powerful and 
surprising than predicted

How the world’s taste for scotch 
whisky has grown over 200 years

By: Niall G MacKenzie

Scotch whisky exports grew
from £4.51 billion in 2021 to
more than £6 billion in 2022,

while separate government figures
showed a 25% sales increase last
year – the biggest for any UK-
manufactured product except air-
craft parts. Such impressive
growth shows how the industry has
cultivated its image, appeal and
supply networks over 200 years,
withstanding pandemics, trade
wars and even world wars in the
process.

The question of why Scotch
whisky has managed to keep its
global popularity over a long time
period is one I’ve been researching
for several years. Like a good
Scotch, the answer is complex and
requires time to understand.

Scotch whisky producers have
long looked overseas to sell their
product. The UK domestic market
is not and never has been big
enough to meet their aspirations
for growth. Some of the earliest
records of Scotch being exported
date to 1839 with adverts for Ard-
beg Scotch from Islay and others
appearing in New York publica-
tions around this time.

However, it was not until later in
the 19th century that the Scotch
whisky industry really began to
focus on going global. In the mid
1800s, the government relaxed
regulations regarding blending.
Previously producers were not al-
lowed to mix or blend their indi-
vidual whiskies, which were often
raw and inconsistent. After the
rules changed, the industry could
produce a consistent and wide va-
riety of flavours to suit different
palates, giving whisky the oppor-
tunity to appeal more broadly.

Combined with already estab-
lished global trade routes out of the
UK, Scotch whisky blenders such
as Dewar’s, Buchanan’s and John-
nie Walker were able to grow their
businesses domestically and over-
seas.

A global taste for whiskey
Today, blended Scotch whisky

makes up the majority (59%) of
the industry’s exports by value.
Blended Scotch also achieved the
biggest increase in exports in the
last year. It grew by 43%, fuelling
the overall Scotch export value in-
crease of 25%.

While India and China have

emerged in recent years as key
destinations, the early export mar-
kets established by Scotch produc-
ers such as the US, France, South
America, and Asian countries in-
cluding Singapore and Taiwan, are
still the principal destinations for
Scotch.

The industry has been subject to
close attention from the Westmin-
ster government in the form of reg-
ulation and taxation for the past
200 years, starting with the Excise
Act of 1823. This has encouraged
the industry’s overseas focus. Tar-
iffs and outright bans such as US
prohibition from 1920-1933 did
little to dampen thirst for the spirit.
In the case of prohibition, the in-
dustry used all manner of means to
get Scotch into the US including
rum runners in the Caribbean and
mobster ties through Canada –
most recently depicted in the TV
show Peaky Blinders.

Since the early 20th century, the
UK government has recognised
and pushed the export value of
Scotch as a benefit to the economy.
Winston Churchill a well-known
Scotch drinker, recognised its dol-
lar-earning value during the sec-
ond world war in a 1945
government memo stating:

On no account reduce the barley
for whisky. This takes years to ma-
ture and is an invaluable export …
Having regard to all our other dif-
ficulties about export, it would be
most improvident not to preserve
this characteristic British element
of ascendancy.

But the focus on exports dam-
aged the domestic trade. After US
prohibition and the second world
war, global Scotch whisky exports
grew as a proportion from 50% of
total UK production in 1939 to

75% by 1954. The industry has
since faced various challenges in
international markets, but has still
continued to grow.

Rising to the challenge
Scotch exports have been slower

in recent years due to the com-
bined effects of free movement (af-
fecting the important duty-free
market for Scotch) and trade re-
strictions arising from the global
pandemic, Brexit and the introduc-
tion of high tariffs in key markets
such as the US and India. But
whisky producers have clearly
learned lessons from a long history
of responding to global challenges.

The industry quickly adapted by
focusing on quality and luxury and
pushing new products. The emer-
gence of single malts over the past
30 years as a distinct product in ex-
port markets is a good example of
this. Prior to the early 1990s, sin-
gle malt was a relatively niche
product without significant reach
into markets either at home or
abroad. Then, a global collapse in
demand for blended Scotch led to
an overstocking of single malt
“fillings” – the ingredients for
blended Scotch.

The industry used marketing,
branding and distribution strate-
gies to turn this overstock into a
luxury product by building the per-
ception of scarcity, and value in
age and provenance. Single malts
have since grown to comprise
around a quarter of the value of
Scotch exports.

Ultimately, the Scotch whisky
industry’s recent success in export
growth did not happen overnight.
It has taken a long time to develop
and mature. Much like a good
Scotch whisky. (Courtesy:
Scroll.in)

By: Daniel Billett

What do you feel
when you see the
aurora? Other-

wise known as the northern
or southern lights, an aurora
is light emitted by upper at-
mospheric particles as they
interact with energised ones
from the magnetosphere.

It’s an awe-inspiring and
otherworldly event that
those living at high latitudes
can experience often. In
Cree and Ojibwe teachings,
the northern lights are an-
cestral spirits who remain
and communicate from the
sky. To scientists, the aurora
is an infinitely complex
amalgamation of ionos-
pheric dynamics, a manifes-
tation of Earth’s intrinsic
connection to the sun. To in-
dustry, it’s a risk factor.
The Starlink destruc-

tion event
In February 2022,

SpaceX launched 49 Star-
link internet satellites into a
low-Earth orbit (LEO). This
was the 36th Starlink launch
that SpaceX had carried out,
and one that they antici-
pated to go off without a
hitch, just like the 35 be-
fore.

On launch day, a coronal
mass ejection — a large
burst of plasma expelled
from the sun — struck
Earth. It caused a geomag-
netic storm in the atmos-
phere between around 100
and 500 kilometres in alti-
tude, the target range for
Starlink.

This event injected an im-
mense amount of electro-
magnetic energy straight
into Earth’s upper atmos-
phere. It produced beautiful
auroral displays, but the en-
ergy also increased the den-
sity of the air. A higher air
density typically isn’t a big
deal for LEO satellites, be-
cause it’s already extremely
low at usual operational al-
titudes (upwards of 400
kilometres).

Starlink, however, was

initially launched into an al-
titude of 210 kilometres.
That’s much closer to Earth,
with an exponentially
higher air density. Thirty-
eight out of those 49 initial
launch satellites were sub-
sequently lost due to atmos-
pheric drag from the dense
atmosphere, pulling them
back to Earth.
Surprising solar cycle
The sun undergoes a

cycle — an 11-year one, to
be exact — from which its
activity increases and de-
creases periodically. At the
peak of a cycle, we see
more sunspots on the solar
surface, more radiation
emitted, and more solar
flares. Geomagnetic storms
like the one that caused the
Starlink destruction event
are a relatively common oc-
currence, especially when
the sun reaches the peak of
its 11-year cycle of
strengthening and weaken-
ing activity.

In the previous cycle,
which ended in 2019 (the
24th tracked cycle since
1755), there were 927
storms classed as moderate
or weak alone — an average
of one every five or so days.

We’re currently four
years into solar cycle 25,
but this one has already
proven surprising. The
maximum activity of the
25th cycle was predicted to
occur in 2025, but solar ac-
tivity has already exceeded
that. This means we’ve
been seeing more geomag-
netic storms, more auroral
displays (and at lower lati-
tudes than usual) and, po-
tentially, more hazardous
conditions for LEO satel-
lites.
A plotted graph showing

solar cycle sunspots
Solar activity as the num-

ber of sunspots visible on
the solar surface. The num-
ber of sunspots seen is al-
ready considerably higher
than what is expected from
the solar maximum, two
years ahead of schedule.

Source: National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration
Space weather — the

unseen force of nature
If geomagnetic storms are

so common, why don’t they
cause more issues? The re-
ality is that they do, but the
consequences are much less
obvious than satellites burn-
ing up in the atmosphere.

When space weather en-
ergy enters Earth’s upper at-
mosphere, for example, the
ionospheric composition
changes in addition to the
air getting denser. High-fre-
quency, or “shortwave,”
radio communication de-
pends on a predictable ion-
osphere to broadcast long
distances.

Geomagnetic storms that
affect ionospheric composi-
tion can cause radio black-
outs, such as a disruption in
North America on Aug. 7.
Even minor storms can
cause the degradation of
radio signals used in mili-
tary and maritime systems,
aviation communication or
ham radio.

Extreme storms can cause
radio blackouts lasting
hours, and for an entire side
of the globe. Storms that big
can also cause more dis-
cernible problems, such as
the nine-hour electricity
outage experienced by

Hydro-Québec in 1989.
Space weather warning

systems
It’s not all doom and dis-

integrating rockets, how-
ever. We can detect when a
solar flare leaves the surface
of the sun and predict
roughly when it will affect
the Earth, giving forewarn-
ing to certain types of
storms and chances to see
the aurora.

For many storms how-
ever, there is very little or
no predictive capability be-
cause it depends on how the
Earth’s magnetic field inter-
acts with the solar wind,
which is harder to see.

Nowcasting — using
real-time data to understand
conditions as they occur —
is one of our best tools.
With instruments such as
ground-based radar and
magnetometers on satel-
lites, we can estimate the
electromagnetic space
weather energy entering the
atmosphere almost instanta-
neously.

As for why SpaceX lost
satellites in February 2022
during a minor geomagnetic
storm, that was just a matter
of timing. The loss of the
satellites, however, is a
stunning reminder of the
power of the universe we
live in. (Courtesy: The
Wire)
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DUBAI, Aug 21: Border
guards in Saudi Arabia have
fired machine guns and
launched mortars at Ethiopians
trying to cross into the king-
dom from Yemen, likely killing
hundreds of the unarmed mi-
grants in recent years, Human
Rights Watch said in a report
released on Monday.
The rights group cited eye-

witness reports of attacks by
troops and images that showed
dead bodies and burial sites on
migrant routes, saying the
death toll could even be “pos-
sibly thousands.”
The United Nations has al-

ready questioned Saudi Arabia
about its troops opening fire on
the migrants in an escalating
pattern of attacks along its
southern border with war-torn
Yemen.
A Saudi government official,

speaking on condition of
anonymity as he was not autho-
rised to speak publicly, called
the Human Rights Watch report
“unfounded and not based on
reliable sources,” without of-
fering evidence to support the
assertion.
Yemen's Houthi rebels, who

allegedly make tens of thou-
sands of dollars a week smug-
gling migrants over the border,
did not respond to requests for
comment.

Some 750,000 Ethiopians
live in Saudi Arabia, with as
many as 450,000 likely having
entered the kingdom without
authorisation, according to
2022 statistics from the Interna-
tional Organisation for Migra-
tion. The two-year civil war in
Ethiopia's northern Tigray re-
gion displaced tens of thou-
sands of people.
Saudi Arabia, struggling

with youth unemployment, has
been sending thousands back to
Ethiopia in concert with Addis
Abba.
Human Rights Watch said it

spoke to 38 Ethiopian migrants
and four relatives of people
who attempted to cross the bor-
der between March 2022 and
June 2023 who said they saw
Saudi guards shoot at migrants
or launch explosives at groups.
The report said the group

also analysed over 350 videos
and photographs posted to so-
cial media or gathered from
other sources filmed between
May 12, 2021, and July 18,
2023. It also examined several
hundred square kilometres of
satellite imagery captured be-
tween February 2022 and July
2023.
“These show dead and

wounded migrants on the trails,
in camps and in medical facili-
ties, how burial sites near the

migrant camps grew in size, the
expanding Saudi Arabian bor-
der security infrastructure, and
the routes currently used by the
migrants to attempt border
crossings,” the report said.
An April 27 satellite photo

from Planet Labs PBC ana-
lyzed by The Associated Press
showed the same tent structures
identified by the rights group
near al-Raqw, Yemen, on the
Saudi border. Two sets of fence
lines could be seen just across
the border into Saudi Arabia.
The site Human Rights

Watch identified as the migrant
camp at Al-Thabit also could
be seen in satellite images,
which corresponded to the
group's narrative that the camp
largely had been dismantled in
early April.
Both areas are in northwest-

ern Yemen, the stronghold of
the country's Houthi rebels.

The UN has said that the
Houthi-controlled immigration
office “collaborates with traf-
fickers to systematically direct
migrants” to Saudi Arabia,
bringing in USD 50,000 a
week.
The Houthis have held

Yemen's capital, Sanaa, since
September 2014. A Saudi-led
coalition has battled the
Houthis since March 2015,
without dislodging them from
the capital.
Fighting has largely halted

between the Saudi-led forces
and the Houthis as Riyadh
seeks a way to end the war.
However, throughout the war
years, the Houthis claimed
multiple incursions across the
Saudi border in this mountain-
ous region.
Migrants from Ethiopia have

found themselves detained,
abused and even killed in Saudi

Arabia and Yemen during the
war. But in recent months,
there has been growing concern
from the UN human rights
body about Saudi forces attack-
ing migrants coming in from
Yemen.
An October 3, 2022, letter to

the kingdom from the UN said
its investigators “received con-
cerning allegations of cross-
border artillery shelling and
small arms fire allegedly by
Saudi security forces causing
the deaths of up to 430 and in-
juring 650 migrants.”
“If migrants are captured,

they are reportedly oftentimes
subjected to torture by being
lined up and shot through the
side of the leg to see how far
the bullet will go or asked if
they prefer to be shot in the
hand or the leg,” the letter from
the UN reads. “Survivors of
such attacks reported having to
play dead' for a period of time
in order to escape.”
A letter sent by Saudi Ara-

bia's mission to the UN in
Geneva in March said that it
“categorically refutes” allega-
tions that the kingdom carries
out any “systematic” killings
on the border. However, it also
said the UN provided “limited
information” so it could not
“confirm or substantiate the al-
legations.”(AP)             

Rights group says Saudi Arabian border guards 
fired on and killed hundreds of Ethiopian migrants

Yemen’s war has created what the UN describes as one of the world’s worst humanitarian situations

KATHMANDU, Aug 21: Nepal's top probe agency
has interrogated former prime ministers Madhav
Kumar Nepal and Baburam Bhattarai for the first
time for their alleged roles in the high-profile Lalita
Niwas land grab scam, the investigative agency said
on Monday.
The land grab scam took place during the prime

ministerships of Nepal and Bhattarai, as the Cabinet
headed by them made policy-level decisions in the
matter. Nepal and Bhattarai were interrogated on
Sunday night in connection with the ongoing inves-
tigation into the scam, the Central Investigation Bu-
reau (CIB) spokesperson Navaraj Adhikari said.
It is alleged that a huge area of valuable land be-

longing to the government was grabbed by some
brokers with the help of senior government officials
and some politicians by creating fictitious owners.
The CBI officials of the Nepal Police have

recorded the statements from Nepal and Bhattarai
in connection with the land-grab scam involving
valuable land pieces adjoining the Prime Minister's
official residence at Baluwatar in Kathmandu, he
said.
This is the first time that the CIB has taken state-

ments from the former prime ministers in the case.
Madhav Kumar Nepal is currently the chair of the
CPN (Unified Socialist) party, while Bhattarai
heads the Nepal Samajbadi Party. Nepal was prime
minister from May 25, 2009 to February 6, 2011,

whereas Bhattarai was prime minister from August
29, 2011 to March 14, 2012.
Lalita Niwas covers some 300 ropanis (around 37

acres) of land and includes the prime minister's res-
idence, Nepal Rastra Bank central office and some
other residences of key government officials, ac-
cording to a report in The Kathmandu Post news-
paper.
There are allegations that the Nepal Cabinet had

allowed the transfer of government land to individ-
uals. And the Bhattarai Cabinet allowed the regis-
tration of the land in the name of a fake trust named
Pashupati Tikinchha Guthi. 
On February 5, 2020, the Commission for Inves-

tigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) brought cor-
ruption charges against 175 individuals in
connection with the land grab.
However, the constitutional anti-graft body had

spared a number of key people, including former
prime ministers Nepal and Bhattarai, even though
it admitted that the decisions to illegally transfer the
government land into private hands were taken dur-
ing their tenures.
The CIAA had said that the former prime minis-

ters were not implicated as the decisions were the
Cabinet's policy decisions, over which it has no ju-
risdiction. Policy decisions refer to decisions made
by political parties based on their election mani-
festos, based on which they contest elections.(PTI)

Nepal’s central probe agency interrogates 2 former
prime ministers in Lalita Niwas land grab scam

Trump rakes up India tax issue;
says would impose reciprocal 

tax if voted to power

Russia, China look to advance agendas at BRICS
summit of developing countries in South Africa

COPENHAGEN, Aug 21: Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy thanked Danish lawmakers
on Monday for helping his country resist Russia’s
invasion, a day after Denmark and the Netherlands
announced they will provide Kyiv with American-
made F-16 warplanes. Zelenskyy said that if Rus-
sia’s invasion is successful, other parts of Europe
would be at risk from the Kremlin’s military ag-
gression.
“All of Russia’s neighbours are under threat if

Ukraine does not prevail,” he said in a speech in
Copenhagen. Zelenskyy portrays Ukraine as de-
fending Western values of freedom and democracy
against tyranny and argues that Ukraine needs to
be properly provisioned to fend off Russia’s much
bigger force. 
Ukraine has been pressing its Western allies for

months to grant it F-16s. Its armed forces are still
using aging Soviet-era combat planes, and its
counteroffensive against Russian positions is ad-
vancing without air support in what analysts say is
a major handicap.
Zelenskyy said on Telegram that Ukraine would

get 42 jets. Denmark pledged 19 F-16s, which
could be delivered around the end of the year when
pilot training lasting four to six months is com-
pleted. However, getting Ukrainian squadrons bat-
tle ready could take much longer. 
U.S. Air Force Gen. James Hecker, commander

of U.S. air forces in Europe and Africa, said last
week that he did not expect the F-16s to be a game-
changer for Ukraine. Getting F-16 squadrons ready
for battle could take “four or five years,” he said.
(AP)

Zelenskyy thanks Denmark for
pledging to send F-16s for use

against Russia’s invading forces JOHANNESBURG, Aug 21:
Russia and China will look to
gain more political and economic
ground in the developing world at
a summit in South Africa this
week, when an expected joint
dose of anti-West grumbling from
them may take on a sharper edge
with a formal move to bring
Saudi Arabia closer.
Leaders from the BRICS eco-

nomic bloc of Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa
will hold three days of meetings
in Johannesburg’s financial dis-
trict of Sandton, with Chinese
premier Xi Jinping’s attendance
underlining the diplomatic capital
his country has invested in the
bloc over the last decade-and-a-
bit as an avenue for its ambitions.
Russian President Vladimir

Putin will appear on a video link
after his travel to South Africa
was complicated by an Interna-
tional Criminal Court arrest war-
rant against him over the war in
Ukraine. Brazilian President Luiz
Inácio Lula da Silva, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa will be at the summit
alongside Xi. The main summit
on Wednesday — and sideline
meetings Tuesday and Thursday
— are expected to produce gen-
eral calls for more cooperation
among countries in the Global
South amid their rising discontent
over perceived Western domi-
nance of global institutions.
Africa’s wealthiest city to give

Xi and Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov, who will repre-
sent Putin in South Africa, a size-
able audience.
One specific policy point with

more direct implications will be
discussed and possibly decided
on - the proposed expansion of
the BRICS bloc, which was
formed in 2009 by the emerging

market countries of Brazil, Rus-
sia, India and China, and added
South Africa the following year.
Saudi Arabia is one of more

than 20 countries to have for-
mally applied to join BRICS in
another possible expansion,
South African officials say. Any
move toward the inclusion of the
world’s second-biggest oil pro-
ducer in an economic bloc with
Russia and China would clearly
draw attention from the United
States and its allies in an extra-
frosty geopolitical climate, and
amid a recent move by Beijing to
exert some influence in the Per-
sian Gulf.
“If Saudi Arabia were to enter

BRICS, it will bring extraordi-
nary importance to this group-
ing,” said Talmiz Ahmad, India’s
former ambassador to Saudi Ara-
bia. Even an agreement on the
principle of expanding BRICS,
which already consists of a large
chunk of the developing world’s
biggest economies, is a moral vic-
tory for the Russian and Chinese
vision for the bloc as a counter-
balance to the G-7, analysts say.
Both favor adding more coun-

tries to bolster a kind of coalition
-- even if it’s only symbolic —
amid China’s economic friction
with the U.S. and Russia’s Cold
War-like standoff with the West
because of the war in Ukraine.
Nations ranging from Ar-

gentina to Algeria, Egypt, Iran,
Indonesia and United Arab Emi-
rates have all formally applied to
join alongside the Saudis, and are
also possible new members.
If a number of them are

brought in, “then you end up with
a bigger economic bloc, and from
that a sense of power,” said Prof.
Alexis Habiyaremye of the Col-
lege of Business and Economics
at the University of Johannes-
burg.
While Brazil, India and South

Africa are less keen on expansion
and seeing their influence diluted
in what’s currently an exclusive
developing world club, there is
momentum for it. Nothing has
been decided, though, and the
five countries must first agree on
the criteria new members need to
meet. That’s on the agenda in Jo-
hannesburg amid Beijing’s push.
“BRICS expansion has become

the top trending issue at the mo-
ment,” said Chen Xiaodong,
China’s ambassador to South
Africa. “Expansion is key to en-
hancing (the) BRICS mecha-
nism’s vitality. I believe that this
year’s summit will witness a new
and solid step on this front.”
The U.S. has stressed its bilat-

eral ties with South Africa, Brazil
and India in an attempt to offset
any outsized Russian and Chinese
influence emanating from
BRICS. In the buildup to the
summit, the State Department
said that the U.S. was “deeply en-
gaged with many of the leading
members of the BRICS associa-
tion.” The European Union also
will closely follow happenings in
Johannesburg, but with almost
sole focus on the war in Ukraine
and the bloc’s continued effort to
draw united condemnation for
Russia’s invasion from the devel-
oping world, which has largely
failed so far. (AP)

NKorea’s Kim watches cruise missile launches 
as US, SKorean troops begin annual drills

SEOUL, Aug 21: North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un observed the test-firing of strategic
cruise missiles, state media reported on Mon-
day, as the U.S. and South Korean militaries
kicked off major annual drills that the North
views as an invasion rehearsal.
The North's report on missile tests came three

days after the leaders of the U.S., South Korea
and Japan held their first stand-alone trilateral
summit and agreed to increase their cooperation
on their ballistic missile defenses to counter
North Korea's evolving nuclear and missile
threats. 
During an inspection of a navy flotilla on an

unspecified date, Kim boarded a patrol ship to
review its weapons and preparations for com-
bat, according to the official Korean Central
News Agency. It said Kim later watched the
ship's seamen conduct a drill of launching
“strategic” cruise missiles, a word implying the
weapons were developed to carry nuclear war-
heads.
A state media photo showed him watching a

soaring missile from the patrol ship from an-
other place, not on the vessel. KCNA said the
missiles hit designated targets without any er-
rors, demonstrating the ship's readiness and at-
tack capability. Kim said he would bolster
efforts to build powerful warships and modern-
ize shipboard and underwater weapons systems
for the North's navy. 
He called for the country's sailors to build

“overwhelming ideological and spiritual
strength,” saying that is more important than
numerical or technical superiority of weapons,
according to KCNA.
South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said in a

statement North Korea's report on its cruise
missile tests contained “an exaggeration” and
was "not consistent with the facts.” It said South
Korea's military will maintain firm readiness
based on its capacity to overwhelmingly defeat
potential North Korean provocations.
“North Korea's naval cruise missile may ap-

pear technologically behind but is still a real
threat,” Leif-Eric Easley, a professor at Ewha
University in Seoul, said. “The latest test shows
Pyongyang's intention of attacking South Korea
from many angles if it believes the Kim regime
is at risk.” 
Launches from North Korea's huge stockpile

of ballistic missiles are prohibited by U.N. Se-
curity Council resolutions. Its cruise missile
tests aren't banned, but they still pose a threat
because they fly at a lower altitude to avoid
radar detection. 
Analysts say North Korea aims to use cruise

missiles to strike incoming U.S. warships and
aircraft carriers in the event of conflict.
North Korea was widely expected to resume

weapons tests in reaction to the U.S.-South Ko-
rean military training that began Monday for an
11-day run. The Ulchi Freedom Shield training
is a computer-simulated command post exer-
cise. 
The U.S. and South Korean militaries said

they also plan conduct large-scale field exer-
cises as well. North Korea in past years has
slammed major U.S.-South Korean drills as
practice for an invasion and has responded to
them with missile tests. U.S. and South Korean
officials maintain the exercises are defensive in
nature and they have no intention of attacking
the North. (AP)

WASHINGTON, Aug 21: Former US pres-
ident Donald Trump has once again raised
the issue of high taxes in India on certain
American products, in particular the iconic
Harley-Davidson motorcycles, and has
threatened to slap reciprocal tax if he is voted
to power in the 2024 presidential elections.
During his first term as the US president,

Trump described India as a “tariff king” and
in May 2019, terminated India's preferential
market access --
Generalised System
of Preferences
(GSP) -- to the
United States alleg-
ing India has not
given the United
States “equitable
and reasonable ac-
cess to its markets.”
The 77-year-old

former president,
who is facing a se-
ries of court cases
and indictments, is
leading the Republi-
can presidential primaries and accounts for
more than half of the GOP votes according
to major national polls.
In an interview with Larry Kudlow of Fox

Business News, Trump said came down
heavily on India's tax rates, which he alleged
were quite high.
“The other thing I want to have is a match-

ing tax where, if India charges us -- India is
very big with tariffs. I mean, I saw it with
Harley-Davidson. I was saying, how do you
do in a place like India? Oh, no good sir.
Why? They have 100 per cent and 150 per
cent and 200 per cent tariffs,” said the former
president.

“So, I said, so they can sell their Indian
motorbike. They actually make a bike, an In-
dian motorbike. They can sell that into our
country with no tax, no tariff, but when you
make a Harley, when you send it over there -
- because they were doing no business. I said,
how come you don't do business with India?
The tariff is so high that nobody wants it. But
what they want us to do is, they want us to
go over and build a plant, and then you have

no tariff,” Trump
said.
“They said, well,

that's not good.
That's not our deal,
OK? That's not our
deal. And I came
down very hard on
them. But India is
very big. Brazil is
very big on tariffs, I
mean, very, very big.
We had a couple of
people, like the sen-
ator from a place
called Pennsylvania

that I love. But this guy was just horrendous.
I said, let me ask you a question. If India is
charging us 200 per cent, and we're charging
them nothing for products, can we charge
them 100 per cent? No, sir, that's not free
trade. Can we charge them 50 per cent? No,
sir. Twenty-five, 10, anything? No. I said,
what the hell is wrong? There's something
wrong. You know what I'm talking about,”
he said.
“If India is charging us too, so what I want

to have is a -- call it retribution. You could
call it whatever you want. If they are charg-
ing us, we charge them,” Trump said in re-
sponse to a question. (PTI)

Guatemala elects progressive
Arévalo as president

GUATEMALA CITY, Aug 21: A progres-
sive from outside Guatemala’s power struc-
ture was resoundingly elected the country’s
next president on Sunday in a reprimand to
the governing elite over widespread allega-
tions of corruption. Despite preliminary re-
sults showing a potential landslide for
anti-corruption crusader Bernardo Arévalo,
the attention immediately turned to whether
he would be allowed to assume power as the
Attorney General’s Office attempts to sus-
pend his party’s legal status.
With 100% of votes counted, preliminary

results gave Arévalo 58% of the vote to 37%
for former first lady Sandra Torres in her
third bid for the presidency. The official re-
sults will still have to be certified.

“We know that there is a political perse-
cution underway that is being carried out
through the institutions and prosecutor’s of-
fices and judges that have been corruptly co-
opted,” Arévalo said Sunday night. “We
want to think that the force of this victory is
going to make it clear that there is no place
for the attempts to derail the electoral
process. The Guatemalan people have spo-
ken forcefully.”
Arévalo said outgoing President Alejan-

dro Giammattei congratulated him and told
him that they would begin planning the tran-
sition the day after the results were certified.
But Guatemalans still remember that an

hour before the results from the first round
of voting were certified last month, the At-
torney General’s Office announced it was
investigating the signatures gathered by Aré-
valo’s Seed Movement party to register
years earlier. A judge briefly suspended the
party’s legal status before a higher court in-
tervened. Eduardo Núñez, the Guatemala
resident senior director for the National
Democratic Institute, expected two trends to
continue and intensify in the coming days:
the country’s polarization and the judicial-
ization of the electoral process. (AP)

LONDON, Aug 21: Neonatal
nurse Lucy Letby, convicted as the
most prolific child serial killer in
modern British history, was on
Monday sentenced to a whole-life
term by a UK court for killing
seven babies and attempting to
murder at least six others while
working at a hospital in northern
England. Justice James Goss re-
moved any early release provi-
sions from the whole-life sentence
order, saying the exceptionally se-
rious nature of her crimes meant
that the 33-year-old will spend the
rest of her life behind bars.
Letby was last week found

guilty of the murder of seven new-
born babies and also found guilty
of seven counts of attempted mur-
der relating to six other babies at
the Countess of Chester Hospital
in northern England between June
2015 and June 2016.
In his sentencing remarks, Jus-

tice Goss said the nurse had acted
in “gross breach of trust” and with
“premeditation, calculation and
cunning” as he handed down the
tough custodial sentence at Man-
chester Crown Court.
“You acted in a way that was

completely contrary to the normal
human instincts of nurturing and
caring for babies and in gross
breach of the trust that all citizens
place in those who work in the
medical and caring professions,”
said Justice Goss.
“The babies you harmed were

born prematurely and some were at
risk of not surviving but in each case
you deliberately harmed them, in-

tending to kill them,” he said.
On Friday, a jury at the same

court had handed down a guilty
verdict at the end of a 10-month
trial, following which Indian-ori-
gin consultant paediatrician Dr
Ravi Jayaram spoke out about the
alarms he and his colleagues had
raised at the Countess of Chester
Hospital – where the nurse com-
mitted the crimes. “I do genuinely
believe that there are four or five
babies who could be going to
school now who aren’t,” Dr Ja-
yaram said after the verdict.
Letby enhanced the anguish of

the parents whose babies were
murdered or attacked by refusing
to attend her sentencing hearing.
British Prime Minister Rishi

Sunak condemned the nurse as
“cowardly” for this, adding that his
government is looking at changing
the law to compel guilty criminals
to face their victims after being
found guilty.
“I think, like everyone reading

about this, it’s just shocking and
harrowing. Now, I think it’s cow-
ardly that people who commit
such horrendous crimes do not
face their victims and hear first-
hand the impact that their crimes

have had on them and their fami-
lies and loved ones,” said Sunak.
“We are looking and have been

at changing the law to make sure
that that happens, and that’s some-
thing that we’ll bring forward in
due course,” he said.
The murder trial heard how

Letby deliberately injected babies
with air, force fed others milk and
poisoned two of the infants with
insulin. Many of the parents im-
pacted by her crimes addressed the
court with their victim impact
statements ahead of the sentenc-
ing, with tearful mothers speaking
of their trauma at discovering how
their babies suffered as they
breathed their last.
The judge noted that the nurse,

now convicted as one of Britain’s
worst serial killers in history and
only the fourth woman to be
handed a whole-life term, “rel-
ished” being in the intensive care
unit where she took an interest in
“uncommon” complications and
targeted twins and triplets.
“The impact of your crimes has

been immense… Loving parents
have been robbed of their cher-
ished children. You have caused
deep psychological trauma,” said
Justice Goss. “There was a malev-
olence bordering on sadism in
your actions. During the course of
this trial you have coldly denied
any responsibility for your wrong-
doing. You have no remorse. There
are no mitigating factors,” he said,
explaining the factors that deter-
mined her tough sentence without
any prospect of parole. (PTI)

Baby killer nurse Lucy Letby 
sentenced to whole-life term in UK
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IMPHAL, Aug 21: Despite the Manipur
cabinet recommending Governor Anusuiya
Uikey convene an assembly session from
August 21, the House did not sit on Monday
as “no notification” has been issued by Raj
Bhavan so far, officials said, creating a
dilemma of sorts.
This comes after 10 Kuki MLAs, cutting

across party affiliations, had expressed their
inability to attend the assembly session as
violence in the northeastern state continued.
“For a normal assembly session, a notifi-

cation has to be issued 15 days before the
beginning of it. No such notification has so
far been issued by the Governor’s office,”
an official told PTI.
The state government had, however,

asked for the session after a cabinet meeting
held earlier this month.
“The state cabinet has recommended to

the Hon’ble Governor of Manipur for sum-
moning the 4th session of the 12th Manipur
Legislative Assembly on the 21st August,
2023,” an official statement said on August
4. The previous assembly session was held
in March, and violence broke out in the
state in May.
“The last assembly session was ad-

journed sine die in March. It is a constitu-

tional obligation that the next session must
be held before September 2,” another offi-
cial said.
Meanwhile, Congress Legislature Party

Leader O Ibobi Singh on Sunday said that
“no assembly session has been convened
even after the Manipur cabinet decided to
hold it”, adding that it is “mandatory for the
state assembly to hold a session every six
months”.
However, it is unclear whether Kuki

MLAs will agree to join the session.
“In view of the prevailing law and order

situation, it will not be possible on my part
to attend the upcoming session,” LM
Khaute, BJP MLA for Churachandpur, one
of the worst-hit districts by the ongoing race
riots, had earlier told PTI in a telephonic in-
terview.
For good measure, Khaute said that vio-

lence and the lack of a resolution to de-
mands made by the Kukis for a separate
administration “will not make it possible for
all the Kuki-Zomi-Hmar MLAs to attend
the session”.
Naga MLAs had also said they would not

be attending the session as they felt Naga
peace talks were being hindered by the state
government.
Responding to a media query, Chief Min-

ister N Biren Singh had earlier said that the
assembly session would be convened before
September 2.
The violence in the state erupted in early

May after a ‘Tribal Solidarity March’ was
organised in the hill districts to protest
against the Meitei community’s demand for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.
Since then more than 160 people have

died and several hundreds were injured in
ethnic clashes in Manipur.
Meiteis account for about 53 per cent of

Manipur’s population and live mostly in the
Imphal Valley, while tribals, which include
Nagas and Kukis, constitute 40 per cent and
reside mainly in the hill districts. (PTI)

Despite cabinet recommendation, Manipur
assembly session not held yesterday
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Take steps for withdrawing cases against
Kuki academics, KIM urges PM Modi

IMPHAL, Aug 21: Raising concern
over FIRs filed against Kuki academics,
the apex body of the community in Ma-
nipur wrote to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi urging him to take steps to with-
draw the cases.
In a memorandum to the prime minis-

ter, the Kuki Inpi Manipur (KIM) alleged
that several scholars, writers and leaders
of the community are under constant
threat and harassment.
“The results of research works, aca-

demic engagement and exercise of free-
dom of speech are responded with FIR
and cases. Manipur police have booked
two Kuki assistant professors of Jawa-
harlal Nehru University (JNU) and a re-
tired Colonel for the book they had
edited and authored on the Anglo-Kuki
War 1917-19,” it said.
“Initiating legal suit against Kuki

scholars is a clear reflection of the bleak
state of academic freedom in India. The
charges against our scholars are politi-

cally motivated, an attempt to erase Kuki
history. Besides, other Kuki leaders, so-
cial activists, students’ organisation and
scholars who write and speak for the
Kukis on different platforms are being
booked in an attempt to gag and stifle
any voices from the Kukis,” it added.
KIM alleged such cases are part of a

ploy to keep the Kukis under subjuga-
tion.
“Things which are purely academics

should be responded with the same ap-
proach and academic freedom which
plays a vital role in strengthening demo-
cratic society should be protected,” it
said. The KIM demanded that the cases
filed against writers, scholars, academi-
cians and leaders of the community on
the basis of complaints by Meiteis with
“malicious intents” be withdrawn imme-
diately.
It also urged the prime minister to act

against “Valley Based Insurgency
Groups (VBIGs)”, their frontal organisa-
tions and politicians who have nexus
with them. Ethnic clashes between the
Kuki and Meitei communities broke out
in the state on May 3, and have been con-
tinuing for over three months, leading to
the deaths of over 160 people. (PTI)

Girl cadets require no reservation to march ahead
HT Correspondent

DIMAPUR, Aug 21:With the induction
of girl cadets in Sainik Schools as the
high point, Sainik School Punglwa in Na-
galand organised a series of fortnight-
long activities from August 5 to August
19 in commemoration of the 77th Inde-
pendence Day.
Gracing the Independence Day cele-

bration in the school, Lt Col Leena Bajaj,
the officiating principal of the school,
highlighted the induction of girl cadets in
the sainik schools across the country as a
landmark change in bringing gender
equality.
She said the girl cadets require no spe-

cial treatment, no reservation and no sep-
arate contingent to march ahead.
“They march shoulder to shoulder with

their male counterparts in all spheres of
activities,” Bajaj said.
Bajaj also spoke about the infrastruc-

ture and aesthetic changes taking place in
the school. She said the school is ex-
celling in the sports and cultural compe-
titions in the entire North East region.
However, she said more efforts are
needed in the academic sphere.
Bajaj asserted that Sainik School

Punglwa, the pride of Nagaland, would
strive hard in the spirit of the school
motto “We Learn We Serve”.  
An ex-student of Sainik School Imphal

Lt Col Kiran Meitei gave a motivational
lecture on joining the Indian Army on Au-
gust 12.
The 15-day activities included a pro-

gramme on the importance of food safety
and good food safety habits, motivational
lecture on duty towards learning, online
training on leveraging digital technology
for school and teachers education, lesson
on importance of discipline, motivational
trip of cadets of Class VI to Zoological

Park and Green Park in Dimapur, Meri
Mati Mera Desh and Har Ghar Tiranga
campaigns, online training programme on
Pradhanacharya Yojna for Growth for im-
plementation of academic reforms in
CBSE schools, talk on health and hy-
giene, visit of Class VII cadets to Kohima
War Cemetery and World War II museum
at Kisama, Sadbhavana Diwas obser-
vance and tree plantation drive among
others.
Two cadets of the school qualified level

online NDA WIZQUIZE 2023 to the zonal
round, conducted by NEXUS Consultancy
on August 16 and August 19.

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 21: Deputy commis-
sioner Dimapur Sachin Jaiswal has reiter-
ated that suspension of physical classes in
the district which began from Monday will
remain  till August 26, considering the
health of the students in particular and the
public at large. Responding to a representa-
tion submitted by the Nagaland Private
Schools’ Association (ANPSA) Central to
allow schools to remain open voluntary,
Jaiswal, said, the suspension of physical
classes is intended to break one of the cycles

of transmission and to prevent exponential
surge of eye flu cases not only among stu-
dents, but also among teachers and parents.
To this, the deputy commissioner said it was
decided that partial opening of schools or
classes would be unadvisable. He further ac-
knowledged that the concerns of ANPSA
Central are genuinely focused towards
timely completion of syllabus and examina-
tion as per the schedule. Jaiswal, however,
maintained that considering the health of the
students and the public, physical classes will
remain suspended.

Dimapur DC reiterates suspension
of physical classes till August 26

Gorkha community of Kohima celebrates
32nd Nepali Bhasa Manyata Diwas

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 21: Gorkha community of Kohima cele-
brated the 32nd Nepali Bhasa Manyata Diwas (Nepali Lan-
guage Recognition Day) under the aegis of Gorkha Public
Panchayat Kohima (GPPK) at its Multi-Utility Hall in
Chandmari on Sunday. Chairman of Tsütuonuomia Khel of
Kohima Village, K. Neibou Sekhose gracing the occasion as
the special guest, asked the community to be proud for get-

ting the Nepali language included in the 8th schedule of the
Constitution of India. Saying that language is a vital part of
human connection, he said although all species have their
ways of communicating, humans are the only ones that have
mastered cognitive language communication. Also saying
that today one of the biggest threats in Nagaland is ‘ism’, he
said it can destroy the relationship between two communities
if they are not careful.

Be an integral part of
the nation-building

process: Nagaland Guv
HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Aug 21: Nagaland
Governor, La Ganesan on Monday
called upon the graduates to al-
ways remember to be an integral
part of the nation-building process
through the relevant capabilities
and experience that they have ac-
quired from this institution. Ad-
dressing the annual Convocation
of the Vellore Institute of Technol-
ogy (VIT) and the Inauguration of
Building at VIT campus in Chen-
nai as the chief guest, the Gover-
nor said that Graduation is a
season for celebration in life as it
concludes a phase of the learning
curve and springs to another phase
to deploy what they have learnt.
Maintaining that the contemporary
era we live in provides ample scope
for entrepreneurship and innovation,
Ganesan stated that the present
growth curve of our country predicts
the exponentially increasing oppor-
tunities for those who strive towards
reaching the peak.

SP Longleng, Pritpal
Kaur inaugurates 
computer lab

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 21: Superin-
tendent of Police, SP Longleng,
Pritpal Kaur on Monday inaugu-
rated a computer lab at Phom
Lempong School, Longleng. 
The lab with 10 computer sets

with all accessories was created
under concept of Apni Pathshala
of CHRP, Mumbai in collabora-
tion with SP office Longleng and
Phom Baptist Christian Associa-
tion, Phom Lenpong HSS. Ad-
dressing the gathering, Kaur
explained about importance of in-
formation and technology and
awareness about cyber crimes.
She urged the students to learn
and use technology for the benefit
of the society as a whole, and to
be hard working instead of in-
dulging in drugs abuse or other
intoxicants. She encouraged
learning science and technology
to build a more progressive and
safe society.  
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BHOPAL, Aug 21: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday said the era
of “corruption and scams” prevailed
before 2014 when the rights of the poor
and their money were robbed, but now
every penny is directly reaching their
bank accounts.
Citing a NITI Aayog report, Modi

said 13.50 crore Indians have come out
of BPL (below poverty line) category
in five years.
The data shows an increasing num-

ber of people are paying taxes, which
shows their trust that the government
is putting their money to good use, he
said.
The Prime Minister was virtually ad-

dressing the training-cum-orientation
programme of newly-appointed teach-
ers at the CM Rise Government Ma-
hatma Gandhi Higher Secondary
School in Madhya Pradesh capital
Bhopal.
He said positive news started com-

ing up in the first year of “Amrit Kaal”
itself, which shows the increasing pros-
perity and decreasing poverty.
“The NITI Aayog report said that

13.50 crore Indians have come out of
BPL (below poverty line) category in
five years. The number of Income Tax

returns shows that the average income
of Indians has increased during the past
nine years to ` 13 lakh from ` 4 lakh
in 2014,” Modi said.
People are moving from lower in-

come group to upper-income group, he
added.
Modi said data shows all sectors are

gaining strength and generating em-
ployment opportunities.
“The faith of citizens has been in-

creasing. They are coming up to de-
posit their tax with the faith that their
every penny will be spent on the coun-

try’s development,” he said.
The country’s economy has now

reached the 5th spot in the world from
the 10th position in 2014, he said.
“The rights of the poor and their

money were being looted even before
reaching their accounts before 2014 in
the era of corruption and scams. Now,
every penny is reaching their accounts
directly,” the prime minister said.
He said the plugging of “leakage in

the system” means more money being
spent on the welfare of the poor.
The PM said investment has gener-

ated employment, and after 2014, five
lakh new common service centres have
been set up in India, providing employ-
ment to several people.
“The teachers getting their appoint-

ment letters today are joining the im-
portant responsibility of teaching in
this historic period. They will hold the
responsibility of moulding the future
generations of India, modernizing them
and giving them a new direction,” he
said.
He said the new teachers will play a

key role in the implementation of the
National Education Policy (NEP) as
they will make a huge contribution to
fulfilling the resolve to make a devel-
oped India.
An equal importance has been given

to traditional knowledge as well as fu-
ture technology in the NEP, Modi said,
adding a new curriculum has been pre-
pared in the field of primary education
while progress has been made regard-
ing (providing) education in the mother
tongue.
He said great injustice was caused

by not imparting education in the
mother tongue to students who did not
know English.
Modi said his government empha-

sises books in regional languages in the
syllabi which will become the basis of
a big change in the education system of
the country.
“When decisions are made with pos-

itive thinking, right intention, and full
integrity, the whole environment gets
filled with positivity and the announce-
ment of the PM Vishwakarma Yojana
is a reflection of this vision,” he said.
The Prime Minister had announced

Vishwakarma Yojana during his Inde-
pendence Day address from Red Fort
with an outlay of ` 13,000 to ` 15,000
crore, to boost livelihood opportunities
for people engaged in traditional skills,
including carpenters, masons and gold-
smiths.
“The scheme has been formulated to

adapt the traditional skills of Vish-
wakarmas to the needs of the 21st cen-
tury. An amount of about ` 13,000
crore will be spent on this scheme
which will benefit those associated
with 18 different types of skills,” Modi
said.
During the training-cum-orientation

programme, Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
handed over appointment-cum-con-
gratulatory letters to 10 teachers. (PTI)

CBI files closure report in case against former NCCF chairman and Adani Enterprises
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NEW DELHI, Aug 21: The Supreme Court said on
Monday it will lay down the broad guidelines to be fol-
lowed by courts across the country while summoning
government officials.
A bench comprising Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud

and justices J B Pardiwala and Manoj Misra said there
must be different sets of procedure to deal with con-
tempt proceedings arising out of non-compliance of
final judgements and the interim orders passed in
pending cases.
In pending cases, the affidavits of officials may

serve the purpose, while in contempt cases, arising out
of non-compliance of court orders, the presence of
government officials concerned may be necessary, the
bench said.
“We will lay down some guidelines for summoning

of government officers. There must be bifurcation of
matters pending and the ones in which adjudication is
complete. For pending (cases), summoning officers is
not needed but once adjudication is complete then con-
tempt steps in,” it said.
While reserving its order on framing the guidelines

for summoning government officials, the bench said it
will set aside the two orders of the Allahabad High
Court which had led to the arrest of two secretaries of
the Uttar Pradesh government’s finance department.
The officials were taken into custody on the orders

of the Allahabad High Court in a contempt case.
As the proceedings commenced, the bench took note

of the draft standard operating procedures (SOPs) sub-
mitted by the Centre on the issue and observed that

some of them cannot be acted upon.
“We have gone through the draft SOP. It is more in

relation with as to how judicial review powers should
be exercised,” it said.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the

Centre, said even he will not press for some of them
(the proposed SOPs).
However, the law officer said if an appeal by the

government and its officials are filed against orders
summoning them in contempt cases, then the court
below should wait for the final outcome on the appeal
before proceeding with the case.
The bench then said it will frame a “broad” SOP on

the issue. The court was hearing a case involving the
summoning of two government officials by the high
court for contempt.
Earlier, the central government had submitted to the

apex court the draft SOP containing suggestions which
could be followed by courts while summoning govern-
ment officials. Appearance through video confer-
encing, refraining from making comments on the
physical appearance and educational background of
government officials and reasonable time frame for
compliance of judicial orders are some of the sugges-
tions that have been included in the SOP.
The SOP submitted for the apex court’s considera-

tion is intended to be applicable to all proceedings in
government-related matters before the Supreme Court,
high courts and all other courts that are hearing matters
under their respective appellate and/or original juris-
diction (writ petitions, PIL etc.) or proceedings related

to contempt of court.
As per the SOP, in case of proceedings related to

government matters where the personal appearance of
a government official is involved, in-person appear-
ance of government officials should be called for only
in exceptional cases and not as a matter of routine.
“Courts should practice necessary restraint while

summoning the government officials during the hear-
ing of cases (writs, PILs etc.) including contempt
cases.
“In exceptional circumstances wherein there is no

option other than the concerned government official to
be present in person in the court, due notice for in-per-
son appearance, giving sufficient time for such appear-
ance, must be served in advance to such official,” the
draft SOP said.
However, in exceptional cases, where in-person ap-

pearance of a government official is still called for by
the court, the court should allow as a first option to ap-
pear before it through video conference, it said.
“The invitation link of VC for appearance and view-

ing, as the case may be, can be sent by the Registry to
the given mobile no/e-mail id by SMS/email/What-
sApp of the concerned official at least one day before
the scheduled hearing. The appearance of government
official in cases as pro forma party should be avoided,”
the draft says.
The draft guidelines state that comments on the

“dress/physical appearance/educational and social
background” of the government official appearing be-
fore the court should be avoided. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Aug 21: The CBI has
closed its case against Adani Enterprises
and a former National Cooperative Con-
sumer Federation chairman for alleged ir-
regularities in the award of a contract for
supplying imported coal to the Andhra
Pradesh Power Generation Corporation,
officials said.
The central agency has filed before a

special CBI court the closure report in the
case registered in 2020 in which it had
also booked the then NCCF managing di-
rector G P Gupta and senior adviser S C
Singhal.
The special court will now take a call

on whether to accept the closure, send it
back to the CBI for further investigation
or proceed with the trial on the basis of
the available materials, the officials said.
The CBI had registered the case against

Adani Enterprises, former NCCF chair-
man Virender Singh and others in 2020
after a three-year-long preliminary en-
quiry on the basis of a complaint from the
then deputy secretary of the Union Min-
istry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Pub-

lic Distribution Premraj Kuar.
Kuar has taken voluntary retirement

from service, the CBI told the special
court, which has now issued notices to the
retired officer and the current incumbent
to remain present on the next date of the
hearing.
Based on the findings of the enquiry,

the CBI had registered a case of cheating
and corruption against Adani Enterprises

and the former chairman of the multi-state
cooperative NCCF for alleged irregulari-
ties in selecting a company for a tender to
supply coal to power stations in Andhra
Pradesh.
The Andhra Pradesh Power Generation

Corporation (APGENCO) had floated a
limited tender enquiry for the supply of
six lakh metric tonnes (MT) of imported
coal via seaports to the Narla Tata Rao
Thermal Power Plant in Vijayawada and
the Rayalaseema Thermal Power Plant
(RTPP) in Kadapa on June 29, 2010, the
CBI FIR had said.
The agency had alleged that senior of-

ficers of the NCCF did post tender nego-
tiations with Adani Enterprises to give it
undue benefits even though the company
did not qualify.
It had booked the company and the of-

ficials for alleged criminal conspiracy and
cheating and under the provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act for al-
legedly favouring the Ahmedabad-based
company and violating guidelines in the
tender process. (PTI)

Glad to be ‘Macaulay ki aulad’ but also a
very proud Indian: Mani Shankar Aiyar

NEW DELHI, Aug 21: Delhi government
officer Premoday Khakha accused of raping
a minor girl has been placed under suspen-
sion with immediate effect, according to an
order issued by chief secretary Naresh
Kumar.
Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal had

earlier in the day ordered the Chief Secre-
tary to suspend of the officer.
The order issued by the chief secretary

stated that a disciplinary proceeding against
Khakha working in the Women and Child
Development department on the post of as-
sistant director was contemplated.
“...therefore in exercise of the powers

conferred by sub rule (1) of Rule 10 of the
Central Civil Services (Classification, Con-
trol and Appeal) Rules, 1965, Premoday
Khakha, Assistant Director is hereby placed
under suspension with immediate effect,”
stated the order.
Khakha was arrested by Delhi Police

along with his wife on Monday afternoon

after questioning.
According to the order, during the sus-

pension period, the officer is not permitted
to leave the WCD department headquarters
without obtaining prior permission.
The Chief Minister has also sought a re-

port from Chief Secretary by 5 pm on the
matter, officials said.
Kejriwal had earlier in the day, while

talking to reporters on the sidelines of an
event here, also appealed the Delhi Police
to immediately arrest the accused officer.
“I have ordered the chief secretary for

suspension of the officer till the inquiry is
pending. I have also sought a report from
the chief secretary by the evening,” he had
said. The officer has been booked for al-
legedly raping his friend’s minor daughter
several times and impregnating her, police
had said on Sunday.
The girl was staying with the accused of-

ficer and his family at their house since her
father died on October 1, 2020. (PTI)

SC to issue guidelines on summoning of govt officials to courts across country

Delhi govt officer accused of
rape with minor suspended

NEW DELHI, Aug 21:Often termed elitist and anglicised by
his critics, bureaucrat-turned-politician Mani Shankar Aiyar
says he is glad to be a “Macaulay ki aulad” but is also a very
proud Indian and recounts in his memoir his student days in
Cambridge where he gave himself a sobriquet - “a coconut In-
dian”.
The irrepressible Congress leader, whose autobiography

“Memoirs of a Maverick -- The First Fifty Years (1941-1991)”
hit the stands on Monday, said he was very glad to state that
over the next 50-60 years he “broke that coconut”.
He also used a cricketing analogy to describe his current

state in politics. “I did have a good innings but now I have
been sent back to the pavilion. I am all padded up though and
ready to bat if I am called in to bat,” Aiyar told PTI in an ex-
clusive interview.
The book, published by Juggernaut Books, traces Aiyar’s

journey from Welham preparatory school to Doon school and
then on to St Stephen’s College and Cambridge University,
and from being a top diplomat handling sensitive assignments
to then prime minister Rajiv Gandhi’s key aide who was
dubbed his ‘Mani Friday’. Aiyar was part of Rajiv Gandhi’s
PMO from 1985-1989.
“I have said in the book that as a result of the kind of school-

ing I had, I found that when I was at Cambridge, I suddenly
felt more at home in Cambridge than I was in India. Instead of
being thrilled at that, I was shocked and I said that this makes
me a ‘coconut Indian -- brown on the outside but white on the
inside’,” the former Union minister in the UPA-1 government
said.
“Whatever I absorbed at school, I retain... India’s civilisa-

tional history is one of absorption, assimilation and finally syn-
thesis. So, I am very glad that I am a ‘Macaulay ki aulad’ but

at the same time I am not only a ‘Macaulay ki aulad’, I have
lived in India, I am a very proud Indian and I am very sorry to
see what is being done now to my India,” Aiyar said in an ap-
parent swipe at the Modi government.
Lord Thomas Babington Macaulay is credited with playing

a vital role in the introduction of English education in India.
In the book, the 82-year-old dispels several misgivings about

himself and his relationship with Rajiv Gandhi. He stressed,
however, that a more detailed and in-depth insight into his re-
lationship with the former prime minister would be in subse-
quent volumes that would be published later.

Aiyar, who quit the Indian Foreign Service and ventured into
the unchartered territory of politics in 1989, said he had “no
regrets at all” about the decision.
He said he was delighted that Rajiv Gandhi agreed to take

him in politics albeit with “great reluctance”.
Was going back to the IFS ever an option?
“I realised that having politicised myself as much as I did

in the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), I would not be regarded
with equanimity by the foreign service were I to go back.
“I had also discovered that since I had a maverick mind, I

was not in agreement with many key points of the Indian for-
eign policy...and that if they make the mistake of promoting
me on the ladder to secretary or foreign secretary, then they
might regret the decision because I may not fall in line,” Aiyar
responded.
One takes risks in life and sometimes they work out while

at other times they don’t, he added.
“This is 2023. I have been out of the Rajya Sabha for the

last seven years, and I have been without a position in the Con-
gress for the last 10 years. I had not anticipated this. I had
thought that I would be without a position for 10 years to start
with and maybe after that I would be recognised but in my case
it turned out to be the opposite.”
Asked how he would like to sum up the first 50 years of his

life which the book traces and ends just a tad after he joined
politics and lost his mentor-cum-friend Rajiv Gandhi, Aiyar
said it had been a fun and exciting time.
“I have not been able to carve a niche into the history books

of India but I have enjoyed myself. I have participated in sev-
eral different ways in India’s public life. I am glad I did not go
off to become a migrant to the UK or US or Singapore. I am
glad I spent all my life either in India or in the service of India

and therefore I am a proud Indian,” he asserted.
Another charge often thrown at Aiyar was that he was part

of an “elite coterie” -- of English-speaking bureaucrats often
having an educational background at institutions such as Doon
school and St Stephen’s College -- Rajiv Gandhi assembled in
his office.
Aiyar, who dispels this notion in the book as well, said he

would like to first debunk the Doon school charge because that
is what is thrown at him the most.
“The fact is that there was only one Doon school boy (me)

among the officers of the ministry. There was another, Wajahat
Habibullah, but he had been brought in by Indira Gandhi and
therefore he had only a year-and-a half in Rajiv’s period.
“In politics there was Arun Singh who was a school friend

of Rajiv’s but he was dropped from the PMO in under a year
of his induction. So the idea that there was a ‘Dosco mafia’ is
a completely misplaced one,” he said. Dosco is what Doon
School is sometimes referred to as.
Talking about his flirtations with communism, Aiyar also

said he was “probably the poorest boy in the richest school”.
This led him to question inequalities in the society.
“I began to perceive that there are some answers to these

questions being given by the communists, so I became what I
have described in my book as a Utopian socialist, which is the
most pejorative term in Marxism. I carried that view with me
until I got to Cambridge. In St Stephen’s, there were a number
of my mentors who were dyed in the wool reds and they had
a big influence on me,” Aiyar said.
In Cambridge, he said, he took tutorials under Maurice Dobb

who was highly regarded as Britain’s leading Marxist analyst
but found he could not answer most of his questions and he
was disillusioned with Marxism. (PTI)

Era of ‘corruption’ before 2014, now every penny going to poor people: PM

India has ‘open
mind’ for expansion
of BRICS: Foreign

Secy Kwatra NEW DELHI, Aug 21: External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar was among nine MPs who took the oath
as members of the Rajya Sabha on Monday.
The oath was administered by Chairman Jagdeep

Dhankhar in the Rajya Sabha chamber in Parliament
House.
Jaishankar took the oath in English. This is his sec-

ond term as a Rajya Sabha MP. He was first elected
in 2019.
Besides Jaishankar, the other BJP members who

took the oath are Babubhai Jesangbhai Desai (Gu-
jarat), Kesridevsinh Digvijaysinh Jhala (Gujarat), and
Nagendra Ray (West Bengal).
Five Trinamool Congress MPs -- Derek O’Brien,

Dola Sen, Sukhendu Sekhar Ray, Prakash Chik
Baraik and Samirul Islam -- also took the oath.
O’Brien, Sen, Islam and Ray took the oath in Ben-

gali.
Of the nine members who took oath on Monday,

five are newly elected – Nagendra Ray, Prakash Chik
Baraik, Samirul Islam, Kesridevsinh Digvijaysinh
Jhala and Babubhai Jesangbhai Desai.
Four members took the oath in Bengali, three in

Hindi and two in English, a statement from the Rajya
Sabha secretariat said.
Leader of the House and Minister of Commerce

and Industry Piyush Goyal, Secretary General of the
Rajya Sabha P C Mody and other senior officials of
the secretariat were also present on the occasion.
(PTI)

Nine members of Rajya
Sabha take oath

‘People are moving from lower income group to upper-income group’

NEW DELHI, Aug 21 (PTI): The
Supreme Court on Wednesday
commenced hearing on a batch of
petitions challenging abrogation of
Article 370 of the Constitution that
bestowed special status on the erst-
while state of Jammu and Kashmir.
A five-judge constitution bench
headed by Chief Justice DY Chan-
drachud will conduct day-to-day
hearing in the matter beginning
Wednesday.
Senior advocate Kapil Sibal,

who will lead the arguments on be-
half of petitioners challenging the
abrogation, said he will continue
his submissions till Thursday.
Chief Justice Chandrachud said

the court will allow the lead coun-
sel from the petitioner’s side to
argue on all aspects and rest of the
counsel can add on certain aspects,
so that there are no overlapping ar-
guments.
The bench, also comprising Jus-

tices Sanjay Kishan Kaul, Sanjiv
Khanna, BR Gavai and Surya
Kant, had earlier said the hearing
in the matter will be held on a day-
to-day basis except on Mondays
and Fridays, which are days for
hearing miscellaneous matters in
the apex court. Only fresh petitions
are taken up on these days for ad-
mission hearing and regular mat-
ters are not heard.
The top court had earlier said the

Centre’s affidavit with regard to
the conditions prevailing in Jammu
and Kashmir after the August 5,
2019 notification repealing Article
370 will have no bearing on the
constitutional issue to be adjudi-
cated by the five-judge bench.
On that day the Centre had

stripped the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir of its special
status and bifurcated it into two
union territories.
Several petitions challenging ab-

rogation of the provisions of Arti-
cle 370 and the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019,
which split the erstwhile state into
two union territories - Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh- were re-
ferred to a Constitution bench in
2019. (PTI)

KCR announces first list of BRS
candidates for upcoming
Telangana assembly polls

HYDERABAD, Aug 21:  BRS President and chief
minister K Chandrasekhar Rao on Monday an-
nounced the candidate list for 115 of 119 seats for
the upcoming assembly polls. 
Rao, who is also known as KCR, will contest

from Gajwel and Kamareddy constituencies in the
state assembly polls expected to be held towards the
end of the year.
According to KCR, candidates have been

changed in only seven assembly constituencies.
The BRS chief also said that the party would re-

lease its manifesto on October 16 in Warangal.
“BRS will win between 95-105 seats out of the

total of 119 in the upcoming assembly polls,” Rao
told reporters at a press conference. He asserted that
the BRS’s friendship with Hyderabad Lok Sabha
MP Asaduddin Owaisi-led AIMIM will continue. 
Posting on X (formerly Twitter) after the release

of the candidates’ list, BRS MLC K Kavitha, who
is the daughter of Chandrasekhar Rao, said it re-
flected the people’s faith in the chief minister’s lead-
ership and the BRS’s governance.
“Our leader KCR Garu announced 115 excep-

tional candidates for the forthcoming Assembly
elections out of 119 seats. It truly is a testament to
the people’s faith in CM KCR Garu’s courageous
leadership and the impactful governance of the
@BRSparty. We humbly seek the blessings of peo-
ple of Telangana!!,” the tweet said. (PTI)

‘The appearance of government official in cases as pro forma party should be avoided’

Page 8 aug 22_Normal Pages  21-Aug-23  9:29 PM  Page 1



TUESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2023 NATION THE HILLS TIMES    9

ALIGARH (UP), Aug 21: Union
home minister Amit Shah on Mon-
day said while the Congress kept
dragging the Ram temple issue
ever since Independence, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi paved the
way for its construction and ful-
filled former Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Kalyan Singh’s dream.

The Modi government also ful-
filled the veteran leader’s wish to
empower the backward and the
poor, Shah said at a function here
to mark the second death anniver-
sary of Kalyan Singh.

“The beginning which was made
by Babuji (Kalyan Singh) has been
given a shape by Narendra Modi,
who worked for the holistic em-
powerment of the backward classes
in nine years by undertaking a lot
of work,” he said. 

Singh’s death anniversary is
being observed by the BJP as the
‘Hindu Gaurav Diwas’, Shah said,
urging party workers to ensure the
BJP’s victory on all 80 Lok Sabha
seats in Uttar Pradesh in 2024 as a
tribute to Kalyan Singh.

“There can not be a bigger hom-
age to respected Babuji than this.
Make Modi the prime minister
again and send the message to the

country that Uttar Pradesh is an im-
penetrable fortress of the BJP,” the
union minister said.

“When Babuji became the chief
minister of Uttar Pradesh, he gave
momentum to the Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi movement, brought the
BJP thought of the welfare of the
poor to the ground... I am happy
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
completed what Babuji had
started,” he added.

“The Congress party dragged the

Ram temple issue since Independ-
ence but Modiji, soon after the
(top) court’s decision came, en-
sured that ‘bhoomipujan’ for the
temple (in Ayodhya) was per-
formed without any bloodshed.
And under Modiji’s leadership,
Ram Lalla will reside in his grand
temple in early 2024 after 550
years. It will be a day of satisfac-
tion and pride for Ram bhakts the
world over,” Shah said.

Stressing that he has come from

Delhi only to pay tributes to
Kalyan Singh, Shah said, “Today, I
want to tell the people of Uttar
Pradesh that there are moments that
come in everyone’s life which give
the actual introduction to their
identities. Such a moment came in
Babuji’s life when Ram devotees
thronged Ayodhya and pressure
was on him to stop the ‘kar sevaks’
by firing bullets but Babuji decided
at that moment, ‘I will not shoot, I
will give up the post of chief min-
ister’.”

Kalyan Singh was the chief min-
ister of Uttar Pradesh when the
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya was de-
molished on December 6, 1992.

Shah recalled how Singh had re-
signed in the wake of the demoli-
tion. The Union minister also said
that when he had come to Uttar
Pradesh as the in-charge of the
BJP’s state unit in 2013, “for 11
hours straight, he made me aware
of the details of all the districts of
Uttar Pradesh”.

“Every day till the counting day,
he guided twice daily on the elec-
tions in UP and the result was that
all records were broken and the
BJP posted a victory on 73 seats,”
he said. (PTI)

Modi fulfilled Kalyan Singh’s Ram temple dream,
Cong dragged issue since Independence: Shah
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NEW DELHI, Aug 21: As many as 6,841 corrup-
tion cases probed by the CBI were pending trials in
different courts, 313 of them for more than 20 years,
according to the latest annual report of the Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC).

Of the total cases, 2,039 were pending trials for
more than 10 years and up to 20 years, 2,324 for
over five years and up to 10 years, 842 for more than
three years and up to five years and 1,323 for less
than three years, as on December 31, 2022, it said.

“The Commission took note of the large number
of cases pending trial in different courts. It was ob-
served that as on 31.12.2022, 6,841 number of cases
were pending trial, out of which 313 number of
cases were pending (trial) for more than 20 years,”
the report said.

In addition to these, a total of 12,408 appeals and
revisions in the corruption cases were pending in
high courts and the Supreme Court, 417 of them for
more than 20 years.

As many as 688 such appeals and revisions were
pending for “more than 15 years but less than 20
years”, 2,314 for “more than 10 but less than 15
years”, 4,005 for “more than five but less than 10
years”, 2,881 for “more than two but but less than
five years” and 2,103 for “less than two years”, the
report said.

It said 692 cases were pending probe by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI), 42 for more than
five years, as on December 31, 2022.

Normally, it is required by the CBI to complete

an investigation within one year of registration of a
case.

A total of 60 cases were pending probe “more
than three years but less than five years”, 79 for
“more than two years but less than three years”, 138
for “more than one year but less than two years” and
373 for “less than one year”, said the report released
recently.

“Completion of investigation would imply filing
of charge sheets in courts, wherever warranted, after
receipt of sanction from the competent authority.
The Commission has observed that there have been
some delays in completing investigations in certain
cases,” it said.

Some of the reasons for the delay include “delay
in investigation due to excessive work”, “inade-
quacy of manpower”, “delay in obtaining responses
to Letters Rogatory (LRs)”  and  “time taken in lo-
cating and examining witnesses living in distant
places” among others, the report said.

There were also 52 cases of departmental action
pending against ‘Group A’ officers of the CBI them-
selves, it said. Of these, 23 cases were pending for
more than four years, five between three to four
years, seven between two and three years, nine be-
tween one year to two years and eight for less than
a year, according to the report.

There were 19 cases of departmental action pend-
ing against ‘Group B and C’ personnel of the federal
agency. Of these, three were pending for more than
four years, it added. (PTI)

More than 6,800 corruption cases probed by CBI
pending trial in courts, 313 for over 20 years: CVC

NEW DELHI, Aug 21: The
Supreme Court said on Monday it
will constitute a bench to hear the
decades-old dispute between Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka over sharing
Cauvery river water.

The matter was mentioned by the
counsel representing Tamil Nadu for
urgent listing before a bench com-
prising Chief Justice D Y Chandra-
chud and Justices J B Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra.

Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi,
appearing for Tamil Nadu, said an
application has been filed by the
state seeking release of water for the
month of August which has been or-
dered by the Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority (CWMA).

Rohatgi told the apex court that a
bench will have to be constituted to
hear the matter.

“Today, I will constitute a bench,”
the CJI said.

On August 11, Tamil Nadu had
said it had no other option but to ap-
proach the apex court to get its gen-
uine share of Cauvery water.

It had contended that in a change
of stand, Karnataka was prepared to
release only a reduced quantum of
8,000 cusecs (cubic foot per second)
every day.

Referring to the deliberations of
the Cauvery Water Management
Authority (CWMA) in the national
capital in August, Tamil Nadu Water

Resources Minister Duraimurugan
had said the requirement for Cau-
very water was emphatically put
forth by state officials during the
discussions.

“However, Karnataka as usual
changed its stand and categorically
said that it could only release 8,000
cusecs and that too only till August
22,” he had said.The minister had
said it was unanimously decided at
a meeting of the Cauvery Water
Regulatory Committee on August
10  that 15,000 cusecs per day
would be released by Karnataka to
Tamil Nadu for 15 days.

“Hence, the Tamil Nadu govern-

ment has no other option but to ap-
proach the Supreme Court. Soon, a
case will be filed in the apex court.
Justice will win and we will get
water and chief minister M K Stalin-
led government is determined to get
water,” he had said.

The combined storage capacity of
the four dams in Karnataka is
114.571 tmc ft (thousand million
cubic feet) of water and it has
93.535 tmc storage, which is about
82 per cent, the minister had said.

Duraimurugan had alleged Kar-
nataka does not ‘have a heart’ to
share water with Tamil Nadu though
it had enough water. (PTI)

MUMBAI, Aug 21: Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has approached the Bombay High
Court against a lower court order allowing
an RSS worker to submit fresh and addi-
tional documents in a criminal defamation
complaint.

In his plea, Gandhi claimed that another
bench of the high court in 2021 disallowed
the complainant, Rajesh Kunte, from sub-
mitting any fresh documents in the case.

However, a magistrate’s court in Bhi-
wandi in Thane district of Maharashtra al-
lowed Kunte to submit fresh documents in
June this year.

Gandhi’s petition claimed the magis-
trate’s order allowing Kunte to submit fresh
documents at this stage was “completely il-
legal and prejudicial”.

Kunte in his defamation plaint claimed
that Rahul Gandhi had made false and
defamatory statements that the RSS
(Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh) was re-
sponsible for the assassination of Mahatma
Gandhi. Gandhi’s petition came up for hear-
ing on Monday before a single bench of Jus-
tice S V Kotwal.

Justice Kotwal said that since in 2021, a
coordinate bench of the high court heard the
plea filed by Kunte seeking submission of
additional documents in the plaint, it would
be better if the same bench hears Gandhi’s
plea too.

“If you (Gandhi’s advocate Kushal Mor)
are saying this issue has already been cov-
ered by this High Court, it would be better
if the same judge hears this petition. There
are observations by the judge. Let that judge
sit in review instead of me sitting in ap-
peal,” Justice Kotwal said.

“Considering the submissions made by
Mor, propriety dictates that matter be placed
before the same learned judge who heard
the matter,” the bench said.

The documents submitted by Kunte in-
clude parts of a petition filed by Gandhi in
2014 challenging the summons issued to
him by the Bhiwandi court then.

It includes a copy of the transcript of the
speech from the CD containing the pur-
ported live telecast of the speech made by
Gandhi, which was annexed as an exhibit to
the petition.

The high court had dismissed Gandhi’s
petition in 2015. (PTI)

Rahul moves Bombay HC
against lower court order
on fresh documents

SC to constitute bench to hear Cauvery
river water sharing dispute

SHIVAMOGGA, Aug 21: Uniden-
tified miscreants vandalised and
brought down a statue of Mahatma
Gandhi at a road intersection at
Holehonnur in this district in the wee
hours of Monday, police said. Ac-
cording to the police, it was the
handiwork of two bike-borne youths.
A search has been launched to catch
them, they added.

Congress workers along with sev-
eral citizens staged demonstrations
demanding immediate arrest of the
criminals behind the incident which
took place around 1.30 am.

Police personnel too reached the
spot and assured the protesters that
they will ensure the stringent action
against the miscreants. Condemning
the incident, chief minister Siddara-
maiah said those behind the heinous
act will be caught and punished ac-
cording to law.

“I strongly condemn the anti-pa-
triotic act of vandalising the statue of
Mahatma Gandhi at Holehonur in
Shimoga. Only those who have no
respect for the freedom movement,
the constitution and the law can
commit such a heinous act. Whoever
is behind this heinous act will be
caught and punished according to
law. I request people not to get agi-
tated and take law into their hands,
but cooperate to maintain peace and
order,” he said in a post on ‘X’. (PTI)

Miscreants 
vandalise Gandhi
statue in Karnataka

Government seeks public view 
integral to the religion to receive protection, it added. “With respect to Islam, the courts have held that having

more than one wife is not an essential part of the religion. Legislation limiting the number of wives does not
interfere with the right to practice religion and is within the scope of ‘social welfare and reform’. Hence, laws
favouring monogamy do not violate Article 25,” said the notice, which referred to the expert committee’s report.
“Considering these principles, the State of Assam would have the legislative competence to enact a state leg-
islature to end polygamy,” it added. On August 6, the expert committee formed by the Assam government to
examine the legislative competence of the state legislature to enact a law to end polygamy had submitted its
report to the chief minister, who immediately announced that a legislation on the subject will be introduced
within this financial year. He had also claimed the committee unanimously agreed that the state can frame its
own laws to end polygamy. Hoisting the National Flag on the occasion of 77th Independence Day on August
15, Sarma in his official address had said that a “strict act” would be brought soon to end polygamy in Assam.

On May 12, Sarma had announced the formation of the four-member expert committee headed by Justice
(Retd) Rumi Kumari Phukan.

Besides Phukan, the other members of the committee are the state’s Advocate General Devajit Saikia, Senior
Additional Advocate General Nalin Kohli and senior Advocate Nekibur Zaman. It was tasked to scrutinise the
provisions of the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Act, 1937 along with Article 25 of the Constitution in relation
to the Directive Principles of State Policy for a Uniform Civil Code.

On July 13, Sarma had said the Assam government conveyed to the authorities concerned that it was in sup-
port of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) and wanted to ban polygamy immediately in the state. The opposition
parties had earlier slammed the decision of the government to enact a law on polygamy as diversionary and
communal, especially at a time when suggestions on the UCC are being received by the Law Commission.
(With inputs from PTI)

ASDC urges EC, Assam govt 
No. 112 Amri (ST) LAC, according to Bey, should encompass the entirety of Amri and Chinthong Develop-

ment Blocks. He also pointed out an error where certain areas from the bordering Nagaon district were incor-
porated into No. 63 Hojai LAC, which contradicts the provisions of Article 332 of the constitution.

Bey further highlighted that certain areas from the so-called Barpathar Gram Panchayat (GP) in Hojai LAC
should be removed. These areas, bordering the Nagaon district, were transferred to Karbi Anglong (now West
Karbi Anglong) through an Assam gazette notification on September 3, 1975. They have been part of the Baitha-
langso (ST) LAC and Duar Amla MAC constituency for the past 44 years.

The ASDC’s call for a reconsideration of the delimitation aims to ensure that the interests of the residents of
the autonomous districts of Karbi Anglong and West Karbi Anglong are well represented and protected in the
legislative process.

Chandrayaan-2 orbiter greets 
mission life of the Ch-2 orbiter is increased to seven years. The ISRO also released images of the lunar far side

area captured by the Lander Hazard Detection and Avoidance Camera (LHDAC). The camera assists in locating
a safe landing area -- without boulders or deep trenches -- during the lander’s descent. The photos come a day
after Russia’s Luna-25 spacecraft crashed into the moon after spinning out of control, in a setback to Russia’s
space ambitions. A success for Chandrayaan-3 would make India only the fourth country to successfully land on
the moon, after the former USSR, the United States and China and the first to land on the treacherous lunar south
pole. India’s third lunar mission was launched on July 14 embarking on a more complicated 41-day voyage to the
moon. ISRO chairman S Somanath called on the Union minister of state (Independent Charge) Science and Tech-
nology Dr Jitendra Singh in New Delhi and apprised him of the health status and readiness of Chandrayaan-3 for
the moon landing.

Somanath informed the minister that all systems are working perfectly and no contingencies are anticipated on
Wednesday, according to an official release. In the next two days, the health of Chandrayaan-3 will be continuously
monitored, he said, adding the final sequence of landing will be loaded two days ahead and tested out. The mission
life of the lander and rover is one lunar day or 14 earth days.

Referring to the expected touchdown, former ISRO chairman G Madhavan Nair said it’s a very complex ma-
noeuvre and one has to be cautious as all systems have to work in unison for its success.

Nair, who headed the space agency when Chandrayaan-1 mission was launched in 2008, said a successful
landing would herald a big beginning for ISRO’s next phase of planetary exploration. “It’s a very complex ma-
noeuvre. We narrowly missed it (soft-landing on the Moon in Chandrayaan-2 mission) in the last two kilometres
(above the lunar surface),” he told PTI.

“So, there are a host of things that have to work in unison...thrusters, sensors, altimeters, computer software and
all those things. Any glitch happening anywhere...we can be in trouble,” Nair said. “We have to be really cautious
and watch. Of course, I understand that ISRO has done enough simulations and also redundancies have been built
in so that chances of such failure are remote. Still, we have to keep our fingers crossed.”

Another former ISRO chief K Sivan said the failure of Russia’s Luna-25 moon mission will have no impact on
the Chandrayaan-3 venture. “It will not have any impact,” Sivan, who was heading the ISRO when the Chan-
drayaan-2 mission was launched in 2019, told PTI when asked if the Indian space agency would be under more
pressure ahead of the soft landing, following the Russian setback. Days ahead of Chandrayaan-3’s launch, So-
manath had said it is loaded with more fuel, a slew of safety measures and a bigger landing site, adding ISRO has
opted for a “failure-based design” to ensure that the rover successfully lands on the moon even if some things go
wrong. Somanath said instead of a success-based design in Chandrayaan-2, the space agency opted for a failure-
based design in Chandrayaan-3, focused on what all can fail and how to protect it and ensure a successful landing.

“We looked at very many failures – sensor failure, engine failure, algorithm failure, calculation failure. So, what-
ever the failure we want it to land at the required speed and rate. So, there are different failure scenarios calculated
and programmed inside.” The primary objectives of Chandrayaan-3 mission are threefold, (a) to demonstrate safe
and soft Landing on lunar surface; (b) to demonstrate Rover roving on the moon, and (c) to conduct in-situ scientific
experiments. Scientists from several space agencies have detected frozen water in the south pole craters. This ice
could potentially serve as a reservoir for fuel, oxygen, and drinking water, thereby bolstering future lunar habitation
endeavours. (PTI)

Women safe within BJP
in the state,” she said. “If they are so concerned about women rights and issues, let them enter the assembly

in 2026 and raise these matters in the House,” she added. The senior BJP leader also urged women to be more
politically active and join politics for “true equal development” of all genders.

In a separate press conference at the same venue, four other women leaders of the BJP also asserted that the
party has given them due prominence and responsibilities. They alleged that the opposition parties, especially
the Congress, are trying to gain political benefit from the suicide case and have launched a campaign against
the BJP. “Women are completely safe in the BJP. In fact, it is the Congress which has faced allegations of
women harassment against its leaders over the years,” said party state vice-president Bijuli Kalita Medhi, state
secretary Aparajita Bhuyan and spokespersons Janaki Khaund and Juri Sharma Bordoloi.

Senior woman leaders of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) had on Friday demanded that the
police take strong action against all the persons involved in the alleged suicide of the woman BJP leader. APCC
vice-presidents Pranatee Phukan and Bobbeeta Sharma, general secretary Roselina Tirkey and MLA Nandita
Das had submitted a memorandum in this regard to Guwahati commissioner of police, Diganta Barah. They
alleged that a cash-for-job scam was behind the woman BJP leader’s death. (PTI)

APHLC, AJP join hands to 
regional parties willing to join hands for the collective welfare of the region.
Lurinjyoti Gogoi, president of AJP, stressed that the partnership aims to secure the language, culture, customs,

and land of indigenous communities. He noted that a memorandum would be submitted to the President of
India and the Governor of Assam regarding rampant corruption within the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council
(KAAC) and the urgent need for a judicial inquiry.

Gogoi criticised the lack of investigation by the chief minister’s Vigilance Cell into the alleged corruption in
KAAC and accused the chief minister of exploiting KAAC for personal gain. Gogoi also drew attention to the
presence of the Bongo Sena in Karbi Anglong and called for an investigation into their purpose, political in-
volvement, plans, and programs. The joint memorandum by APHLC and AJP would urge the Governor of
Assam to address this issue and eliminate the presence of Bongo Sena from Karbi Anglong.

Gogoi further advocated for the appointment of local candidates from indigenous communities in various
positions instead of bringing in candidates from outside. He emphasised the importance of upholding the rights
and privileges enshrined in the Sixth Schedule provision to ensure the protection of indigenous communities.
The collaboration between APHLC and AJP not only underscores their dedication to safeguarding indigenous
rights but also showcases the power of unity in addressing pressing issues facing the region.

National Lok Adalat on Sept 9
participate in the National Lok Adalat. The event offers a unique opportunity for individuals to engage in dialogue

and reach mutually agreeable resolutions, thereby facilitating the swift conclusion of pending legal matters.

2.6 km four-lane flyover
flyover marks a significant stride towards enhancing Assam’s urban infrastructure, accentuating the state’s com-

mitment to streamlined connectivity and convenient transit for its residents.

RNSS announces Nat’l Conference
“We are eagerly anticipating this historic gathering, which will bring together some of the most esteemed indi-

viduals dedicated to advancing the Nonia community,” remarked a representative from the Rachnatmak Nonia
Sangyukta Sangh. “Through the exchange of ideas and collaborative efforts, we aim to pave the way for a brighter
and more prosperous future for our community.” The conference aspires to offer attendees opportunities for net-
working, sharing knowledge, and forging meaningful connections with like-minded individuals. With inclusivity
at its core, the event extends a warm welcome to all members of the Nonia community, as well as allies and partners
who share the vision of progress and empowerment.

Workshop on law for village 
and resolving disputes at the grassroots level. The objective of the workshop was to equip village headmen,

Village Defence Party members, and representatives from Customary Courts with a solid understanding of the
legal procedures, enabling them to discharge their duties more effectively. By fostering legal awareness and knowl-
edge, the Legal Services Authority aims to empower these community leaders to make informed decisions and
contribute positively to the legal processes within their respective jurisdictions.
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Great move for
India, will watch
it with my boys:
Kareena on
Chandrayaan 3
moon landing

NEW DELHI, Aug 21:
Actor Kareena Kapoor Khan
on Monday said like any
other Indian, she too is wait-
ing "with bated breath" for
the Chandrayaan 3 to land
on the moon's surface and
she plans to watch the event
with her children.
The actor, who was in the

capital to promote a brand,
spoke about India's moon
mission and how it is a mo-
ment of pride for the coun-
try.
"It's a great move for

India, a proud moment for
each and every Indian. You
feel that pride in your
heart," Kareena told re-

porters here.
Chandrayaan-3, which

was launched on July 14, is
expected to touch down on
the surface of the Moon
around 6.04 pm on August
23, according to the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO).
"You feel that pride in

your heart. As Indians, all of
us right now, are waiting to
watch it. A lot of people are
going to be glued watching
it. I am going to be doing
that with my boys as well,
with bated breath," Kareena,
who shares sons Taimur and
Jeh with actor-husband Saif
Ali Khan, said. (PTI) 

LONDON, Aug 21: Op-
penheimer star Cillian
Murphy has singled out
Christopher Nolan’s Inter-
stellar as the film that he
wishes he had starred in.
Murphy has been a regu-

lar in Nolan’s movies from
the Batman Begins days in
2005. He appeared in The
Dark Knight, Inception,
The Dark Knight Rises,
Dunkirk before the actor
was cast to lead to Oppen-
heimer, which released in
July. In an interview with
the British newspaper The
Independent, Murphy was
asked if there was a Nolan
film he wishes he could
have featured in.
The actor pointed out

the 2014 space epic as the
film that left him im-
pressed.
“I adore ‘Interstellar’

just because I find it so
emotional. I remember
seeing it in the cinema
when I had little kids. It

just had a big impact on
me.
“It broke my heart. I

love watching his films
when I’m not in them be-
cause you don’t have to
freak out about the size of
your ears, or whatever,”
the actor said.
Asked to pick another

Nolan film as the double
bill with Oppenheimer,
Murphy said he would
again choose Interstellar
and if someone prefers a
shorter movie, then the
2017 war drama Dunkirk.
“You could go Interstel-

lar, which is very… ex-
plores similar scientific,
physic themes. Or you
could watch Dunkirk,
which is also set in World
War II,” he said.
“Dunkirk is shorter, so

that might be a good
match ‘cause it’s like an
hour-and-a-half, and then
you can go into (Oppen-
heimer).” (PTI) 

MUMBAI, Aug 21: Actor Pankaj Tripathi's father Banaras Tiwari has died. He was 99.
The "OMG2" star's representative confirmed the news in a statement.
"It's with a heavy heart to confirm that Pankaj Tripathi's father, pandit Banaras Tiwari is

no more. He lived a wholesome life of 99 years," the statement read.
The last rites will be performed later in the day in the presence of family in Tripathi's

Belsand village in Gopalganj, Bihar.  The actor has left for his village.  In his interviews,
Tripathi has often spoken fondly about his parents and his farming roots. (PTI) 

MUMBAI, Aug 21: Director Amit Rai
says he wanted everyone to watch his lat-
est release "OMG 2" in theatres, a wish
that remained unfulfilled after the CBFC
cleared the film with a few modifications
and an 'A' certificate.
The Hindi movie, starring Pankaj Tri-

pathi and Akshay Kumar in the lead, ex-
plores various issues concerning teenagers,
including sex education. It hit the screens
on August 11. After being "heartbroken"
over the censor board's decision to limit
the viewing of the movie to adults ('A' cer-
tification), the filmmaker is happy with the
audience's response. "OMG 2" has earned
Rs 101.61 crore at the national box office

in 10 days of its release, the makers an-
nounced Sunday. "We were heartbroken
because we made the film for everyone to
watch, now that cannot happen. We begged
them to give us a U/A certificate (children
below 12 years of age can watch a film
under parental guidance) but they didn't.
We tried to convince them till the very
end... But then they walked some distance,
we walked some distance. The film has
been released with modifications...
"We are happy people have loved the

film. The intent of the film was pure. No-
body wanted to titillate the audience, hence
they liked it. We have dealt with it (the
story) in a way that doesn't sound vulgar.

We talk about the reality, but in a sweet
and humorous way," Rai told PTI in an in-
terview. Asked if the team would make
"OMG 2" available on OTT without any
changes, Rai said yes.
"We have decided that we will show the

original film (on streaming), a film that the
censor never wanted people to see, but...
The public has seen the film and given
their verdict. If the censor board doesn't
understand it, what do we say?"
At the outset, Rai said he had trouble

finding a producer for the film. "OMG 2"
is produced by Cape of Good Films and
Wakaoo Films, and presented by Via-
com18 Studios.

According to the writer-director, best
known for 2010's "Road To Sangam",
many top producers had refused to
bankroll the movie. "I went to almost nine
production houses and the majority of
them rejected the script on the basis of its
boldness. Somebody even said, 'It is crass
and gross'. It was surprising for me.
"I was wondering how we will make this

film. Luckily, someone introduced me to
Ashwin Varde, Vipul Shah, and Rajesh
Behl. They took me to Akshay Kumar,
who told me 'It is an interesting and impor-
tant subject'. I believe if you have a pro-
ducer like Akshay Kumar, things become
easy," he recalled. (PTI) 

Was heartbroken when CBFC gave ‘A’ 
certificate to ‘OMG 2’: director Amit Rai

Cillian Murphy
says Nolan’s
Interstellar
broke his
heart

MUMBAI, Aug 21: Actor Prakash Raj was trolled on Monday for a post on X, formerly
Twitter, viewed by many as mocking India's Moon mission Chandrayaan-3.   
On Sunday, Raj shared a cartoon showing a man in a shirt and sarong  pouring tea. He

captioned the cartoon in Kannada, writing, "Latest news: First view just arrived from the
Chandrayaan #VikramLander #justasking".
While the actor did not specify the man in the cartoon, many social media users

slammed the actor for making fun of former ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation)
chief K Sivan. Among them was Congress spokesperson Abhishek Singhvi.
"I condemn Prakash Raj for this shameful tweet. Success of ISRO is success of India,"

he wrote. Chandrayaan-3, launched on July 14, is ready to touch down on the Moon's
south pole on August 23. It will be the first to land on the lunar south pole. On Sunday,
India's space agency specified it would do so at 6.04 pm. 
A social media user asked Raj, known to be vocal against the government, to keep po-

litical hate away from ISRO's achievements. "Prakashji, this Chandrayan mission is from
ISRO not BJP. If it gets succeed, it's for India not for any party (sic). Why you want this
mission to fail? BJP is just a ruling party. It will go one day. But ISRO will remain for
years and will make us proud (sic)," he wrote on X.  (PTI) 

MUMBAI, Aug 21: "Gadar 2", directed
by Anil Sharma, has earned ` 375.10 crore
at the domestic box office, the makers an-
nounced on Monday.
Starring Sunny Deol and Ameesha Patel,

the Hindi film is a sequel to the 2001 block-
buster "Gadar: Ek Prem Katha". The movie,
a Zee Studios production, released in the-
atres on August 11.
Sharma shared the update on his official

X page.
"Banke bihari ki kripa .. #GADAR2 ..

RADHE RADHE .." the filmmaker cap-
tioned the poster.
According to Zee Studios, the film added

` 38.90 for the tenth day, taking up the total
of its box office earnings to ` 375.10 crore.
In "Gadar 2", Deol's Tara Singh returns to

Pakistan in order to rescue his imprisoned
son Charanjeet "Jeete" Singh (played by
Utkarsh Sharma) during the Indo-Pakistan
War of 1971. 
The first film was set during the Partition.

(PTI)  

‘GADAR 2’ CROSSES 
` 350 CRORE-MARK AT
THE BOX OFFICE

Prakash Raj’s tweet mocking ‘Chandrayaan
3’ goes viral, stirs controversy

PANKAJ 
TRIPATHI’S 
FATHER DIES 
AT 99
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Prannoy, Sen advance to second
round of World Championships

COPENHAGEN, Aug 21: Star
Indian shuttlers HS Prannoy and
Lakshya Sen progressed to the
men's singles second round of the
World Championships with
straight-game wins over Finland's
Kalle Koljonen and Mauritius'
Georges Julien Paul respectively
here on Monday.
Prannoy, the world number 9,

who reached the quarterfinals in
the last two editions, saw off the
left-handed Koljonen 24-22, 21-
10 to extend his head-to-head
count over the Finnish player to 3-
0. Sen, the reigning Common-
wealth Games gold medallist,
then streamrolled Paul 21-12, 21-
7 in 25 minutes to follow Prannoy
into the second round.
The Almora shuttler, who had

won a bronze in the 2021 edition,
is likely to meet 
Korea's Jeon Hyeok Jin, while

the 31-year-old from Kerala is ex-
pected to face Indonesia's Chico
Aura Dwi Wardoyo next.
The match between Prannoy

and Koljonen turned into a tight
battle in the opening game with
the Finnish player quick to open
up a 8-4 lead. But Prannoy reeled
off seven straight points to grab a
11-8 lead at the break.
However, an exciting battle en-

sued after resumption with Koljo-
nen eventually grabbing three
game points after pushing one
away from the forehand of his op-
ponent. A calm Prannoy, however,
saved all three game points before
hitting wide to once again hand
over the advantage to his rival.

A backhand block at the net
helped him save another game
point but he sprayed into net next
as it was 22-21 in favour of the
Finnish player.
However, Koljonen couldn't

capitalise as he hit long and lost a
net duel to gift the lead to the In-
dian, who converted with a brutal
cross-court smash.
The second game started on an

equal footing with Prannoy mar-
ginally leading 6-5 at one stage.
However, the Indian soon zoomed
away to open up a six-point lead
at the break with a straight smash.
The Indian kept moving ahead

with Koljonen finding it hard to
negotiate the angles and decep-
tions of Prannoy, who soon gained
12 match points after Koljonen hit
wide. Prannoy missed one at the

net and Koljonen saved another
one before the Indian shut the
door with a straight smash.
Sen, who had defeated Paul en

route his CWG gold, had no is-
sues in brushing aside his rival.
He opened up a 11-3 lead and
though Paul managed to make it
8-12, the Indian soon changed
gears to seal the opening game.
Sen continued in the same vein

after the change of sides as it
turned out to be an extremely lop-
sided contest with the Indian gain-
ing 13-2 lead. Eventually, Paul hit
out twice to hand over the match
to Sen. Earlier, the Indian mixed
doubles pair of Rohan Kapoor and
N Sikki Reddy, ranked 33rd, lost
to Scotland's Adam Hall and Julie
Macpherson 14-21, 22-20, 18-21
in a 59-minute contest. (PTI) 

SEN IS THE REIGNING COMMONWEALTH GAMES GOLD MEDALLIST India football coach
Stimac not ready to

predict Asian
Games outcome

NEW DELHI, Aug 21: Indian
football head coach Igor Stimac
is not sure where the country
would finish in the Hangzhou
Asian Games next month given
the U-23 format of the quadren-
nial showpiece and with very lit-
tle known about the opposing
teams. Asked what finish at the
Asian Games would satisfy him,
Stimac said on Monday that
while India does have a strong
team, the fact that it is the only
side having "not played a single
game with the under-23s in the
last two years" made predicting
the outcome difficult.
"It's difficult to say (how far

India will go in the Asian
Games) because it's an under-23
competition, and you don't have
much information about all the
teams you're going to face there.
I think we are the only team that
hasn't played a single game with
the under-23s in the last two
years. 
"How much we can do in a

short preparation time is a huge
question. Obviously, we do have
strong under-23 players, who are
already a huge part of the senior
national team, and it should help
us. But as you say, it's a similar
competition to the Asian Cup,
but different also because you
don't have time between the
games for recovery.
"We're going to face the

biggest opponents in our group,
China, in the opening game. And
less than 48 hours later we have
to play the next opponents
(Bangladesh), which is hugely
surprising. We're going to put all
our efforts into the opening

game and do our best to beat
China to make our life easier,"
added Stimac in an interview to
AIFF. With the prestigious
King's Cup all set to kick of in
Thailand on September 7, Sti-
mac is also looking at options in
the likelihood of ace striker
Sunil Chhetri not being part of
the squad.
The King's Cup will be India's

first outing abroad this year fol-
lowing their stupendous per-
formance at home where they
have won three consecutive
tournament, are enjoying a 16-
match unbeaten streak at home
and basking in the glory of re-
entering the top-100 of the FIFA
Rankings.
The tournament scheduled to

be held from September 7-10
will see India, the 2019 edition's
bronze medallists, take on Asian
powerhouse Iraq in the first
match. The other two teams in
the competition are Thailand
and Lebanon.
However, Chhetri's wife was

admitted to hospital on August 8
because of dengue and the ace
striker could miss the tourna-
ment. On whether Chhetri
would be a big miss, Stimac
said, "Absolutely. That's why we
are following our boys at the
(ongoing) Durand Cup too. And
they are doing well. They are
showing a good attitude, putting
on good performances.
"But you know that we have

many things happening in Sep-
tember. So we'll see who will
get the opportunity and who
will use it in a proper way, I
would say." (PTI) 

COIMBATORE, Aug 21: Sunhit
Bishnoi, who won the India Cements
Pro Championship last week, Om
Prakash Chouhan and Gaurav Pratap
Singh are some of the leading golfers
who will be vying for honours when the
inaugural Coimbatore Open begins here
on Tuesday. The tournament carries a
purse of Rs 1 crore, the highest-ever for
a men's professional event in Coimbat-
ore. The Pro-Am event will be staged at

the Coimbatore Golf Club on August 26.
The event will witness participation

by 126 golfers, including 123 profes-
sionals and three amateurs. 
The leading Indian professionals in

the field include Om Prakash Chouhan
(TATA Steel PGTI Rankings leader),
Aman Raj, Karan Pratap Singh, Sachin
Baisoya, Gaurav Pratap Singh and Sun-
hit Bishnoi, to name a few.

The local challenge will be led by

Coimbatore-based professional Sid-
hartha Sharathram and amateurs Ad-
hvay Krishnan and J Vignessh.
The prominent foreign names in the

field include Bangladeshis Badal Hos-
sain, Md Dulal Hossain and Md Akbar
Hossain, Sri Lankans N Thangaraja,
Mithun Perera, Anura Rohana, K Praba-
garan, Nepal's Sukra Bahadur Rai,
Japan's Makoto Iwasaki as well as
Canadians Sukhraj Singh Gill and Min-

woo Park.
Noida-based Gaurav Pratap, a winner

on the PGTI this year and one of the top
contenders this week, said, "I've had a
good run so far this year, so I'm quite
confident coming into this week. 
"The course conditions are excellent.

The rough isn't as challenging as last
year but it is the strong winds that will
present the biggest challenge at this
magnificent venue." (PTI) 

Bishnoi, Om Prakash, Gaurav Pratap lead
the field in Coimbatore Open from today

NEW DELHI, Aug 21: The
Sports Authority of India (SAI)
wants Olympic-medallist wrestler
Bajrang Punia to attend the trials
for the World championships or
provide fitness certificate if he
wants exemption from this week's
exercise in Patiala.
Punia is planning to skip the tri-

als for the World Championships
on August 25 and 26 and instead
wants to train at a foreign location
to prepare for the Asian Games in
Hangzhou beginning September
23. Bajrang, one of six wrestlers
to sit in protest at the Jantar Man-
tar against outgoing WFI chief
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, and
Commonwealth Games gold-
medal winner Deepak Punia
(86khg) are not keen to compete
in the World Championships in
Belgrade from September 16, and
instead want to undergo long
training stints to prepare of the

Asian Games.
While Bajrang has sent a pro-

posal to train in Issyk-Kul, Kyr-
gyzstan (August 21-September
28), Deepak, on the other hand,
wants to train in Khasavyurt (Rus-
sia) for five weeks (August 23 to

September 28) to prepare for the
Asian Games.
"Yes, we have asked Bajrang

why he is skipping the Worlds tri-
als. He said he wants to prepare
for Asian Games and train abroad
till then. But we asked him to ap-

pear for the trials on August 25
and 26 and leave for training
camp abroad on August 27," a
SAI official told PTI on condition
of anonymity on Monday.
The World Championships is

the first qualification tournament
for the 2024 Paris Olympic
Games and SAI is unhappy that
two of the country's top wrestlers
want to skip the trials and the
showpiece event.
While Bajrang, the 65kg grap-

pler, who won the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics bronze, has also de-
manded physiotherapist Anuj
Gupta, personal coach Sujeet
Maan, strength and conditioning
expert Kaazi Kiron Mustafa
Hasan and sparring partner Jiten-
der Kinha to accompany him,
Deepak has requested the services
of coach Kamal Malikov and
physiotherapist Shubham Gupta
for the training stints. (PTI) 

SAI wants Bajrang to attend Worlds
trials or give fitness certificate

KOLKATA, Aug 21: Facing
challenges of a demanding pre-
season and a revamped team
composition, a rusty Mohun
Bagan Super Giant will be wary
of in-form Abahani Limited
Dhaka when they clash here on
uesday for a spot in the AFC
Cup South Zone group berth.
The Mariners are in the midst

of a hectic preseason where they
are also competing in the Du-
rand Cup and in the Calcutta
Football League Premier Divi-
sion.
Bagan has assembled a big

budget team for the season, and
it's no secret that the AFC Cup
takes precedence for the Sanjiv
Goenka-owned side.
Except for a 5-0 win over

Bangladesh Army FT in the Du-
rand Cup opener where they
chose a young, all-Indian lineup
with Liston Colaco and Manvir

Singh as the only experienced
players, Mohun Bagan have
struggled to put together their A-
game.
The Mariners also saw their

eight-match winning streak
against arch-rivals East Bengal
coming to an end following a 0-
1 defeat. 
The inclusion of their high-

profile foreign signings have not
given immediate results as coach
Juan Ferrando has struggled to
find a perfect balance.
Australian A-League winner

Jason Cummings, who played in
the 2022 World Cup, has strug-
gled to find his form and create
a strong attacking presence up-
front.
The lone bright spot has been

Anwar Ali, the India centre-
back. 
Mohun Bagan had Ali's aerial

prowess to thank as the defender

grabbed a brace to send his side
through to the AFC Cup playoff
with a 3-1 win over Machhindra. 
Cummings also managed to

find the target, which could sig-
nificantly boost his confidence
ahead of facing a stronger oppo-

nent in a knockout fixture.
The pressure was evident on

the last two season's Inter-Zone
semi-finalists as Ferrando
termed it a "final".
"Tomorrow, it's like a final.

We try to do everything we can,

give 100 percent," he said.
Ferrando admitted that the

hectic schedule made it tough
for the team to find the balance. 
"The hectic schedule makes it

difficult to talk about balance.
Preseason was difficult, (we)
didn't get a lot of time to work. 
"We tried to give our best in

every match. We'll see tomor-
row, and then will prepare for
the Durand Cup. Some players
are playing in the Kolkata
league, Durand Cup and AFC
Cup.
"Now, we're thinking only

about winning the (AFC Cup)
match and then the Durand Cup.
After that, we will get time to
prepare for the season," the
Spaniard said.
Mohun Bagan had an easy

outing against the Mario Lemos-
coached side and won 3-1 last
season. (PTI) 

Mohun Bagan wary of in-form
Abahani in crucial AFC Cup clash

DUSSELDORF, Aug 21: The
Indian junior women's hockey
team came from behind to score
a creditable 3-3 draw against
England in the 4 Nations Tour-
nament here on Sunday.  
Hina Bano (6th), Rutuja

Dadaso Pisal (49th) and Mum-
taz Khan (53rd) scored a goal
each for India.
Le Huray Martha (4th, 19th)

and Alexander Beth (9th) were
on target for England. 
England began the match on a

strong note with Martha scoring
a field goal in the fourth minute
of the game.
India, however, responded

quickly with an equaliser
through Hina who scored a field
goal. Beth doubled England's
lead after successfully convert-
ing a penalty corner.

At the end of the first quarter,
England were leading 2-1. 
India increased the frequency

of their attacks in an attempt to
level the score but England ex-
tended their lead with Martha
finding the back of the net once
again. At half-time, England
were leading 3-1. There were no
goals in the third quarter.
In the fourth quarter, India

began making attacking moves
to cover the deficit.
Rutuja got India back in the

game scoring a fine field goal.
The Indian team kept England
under pressure by attacking rig-
orously. 
Mumtaz then found the back

of the net after successfully con-
verting a penalty corner to make
it 3-3. India will next take on
Spain on August 22. (PTI)  

Indian junior women’s
hockey team rallies to
hold England 3-3
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Akshat Baruah won 2nd prize under 10 years boys heavy weight category in the 7th Assam Open Full Contact
Karate Tournament, 2023 held on August 20 in Morigaon district. The tournament was hosted by

KYOKUSHIN KARATE ACADEMY, Morigaon Branch. HT Photo
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K L Rahul makes Asia Cup cut with a rider,
Iyer and Varma also named in 17-man squad
NEW DELHI, Aug 21: K L
Rahul, albeit with a rider, and
Shreyas Iyer were on Monday
named in India’s squad for the Asia
Cup beginning August 31 while
highly-rated young batter Tilak
Varma earned a maiden call-up to
the one-day format.

There were question marks over
the fitness of Rahul and Iyer, who
are making a comeback after un-
dergoing thigh and back surgeries
respectively. Iyer last played in
March and Rahul in May.

While Iyer was declared fully fit
by chief selector Ajit Agarkar,
questions remain over Rahul’s fit-
ness status.

Wicketkeeper-batter Sanju Sam-
son has been added to the squad as
a back up for Rahul who has devel-
oped a niggle recently, informed
Agarkar after announcing the
squad here.

“It is not the original injury.
There is a niggle. That is why
Sanju is travelling (to Sri Lanka).
We are expecting Rahul to be fit. If
not the start of Asia cup may be by
the second or the third game.
Shreyas Iyer is fully fit,” said
Agarkar in his first media interac-
tion since taking charge last
month.

India will open their campaign
against Pakistan on September 2
and Rahul is likely to miss out due
to his niggle. Pacer Prasidh Kr-
ishna, who made a comeback from
injury with the ongoing series in
Ireland, has also been included in

the Asia Cup squad. Varma has
made the cut on the back of an im-
pressive run in his maiden T20 se-
ries in the West Indies. The
20-year-old is currently with the
T20 squad in Ireland.

Leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
was a notable omission from the
squad, leaving India with only one
wrist spinner in Kuldeep Yadav.
Axar Patel and Ravindra Jadeja are
the other spin bowling options.

Hardik Pandya, who has been
named vice-captain, and Shardul

Thakur, are the two pace bowling
all-rounders while Krishna, Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj and
Mohammad Shami are the special-
ist fast bowlers.

X-factor batter Suryakumar
Yadav has also found a place de-
spite his underwhelming run in
ODIs so far.

All of India’s Asia Cup games
will be played in Sri Lanka while
tournament host Pakistan will get
to host four games at home.

Asked about Varma’s inclusion

in the squad as he is yet to play
ODI cricket, Agarkar added: “In
West Indies, we saw some real
promise in terms of not just per-
formances but the temperament.
And it gives us an opportunity to
take him with the team, give him
some more exposure; a left-hander
again, looks very promising.

“So fortunately we can take 17
here, it’ll be 15 at the World Cup.
So when the time comes we’ll take
that decision, but at the moment it,
at least, gives the coach and cap-

tain an opportunity to have him
with the squad.”

Sitting alongside Agarkar, India
skipper Rohit Sharma explained
the rationale behind Chahal’s ex-
clusion leaving the team with no
right hand off-spin option.

“We thought about an offspinner
as well, Ashwin and Washy (Wash-
ington Sundar), but right now you
see Chahal had to miss out because
we could only pick 17 players,”
said Rohit during the media inter-
action.

“The only way we could have
picked him was if one of the seam-
ers was missing. We can’t do that
because seamers are going to play
a big role in the next two months.
A few of them are coming back
after a long time, so we wanted to
have a good look at them, get them
in and see what they have to offer.

“Having said that, no doors are
closed on anyone. Anyone can
come in anytime. If we feel like we
need Chahal for the World Cup,
we’ll see how we can squeeze him
in, same goes for Washy or Ash-
win.”

Squad: Rohit Sharma (captain),
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli,
Shreyas Iyer, Ishan Kishan,
Suryakumar Yadav, Tilak Varma,
KL Rahul, Hardik Pandya (vice-
captain), Jasprit Bumrah, Ravindra
Jadeja, Shardul Thakur, Axar Patel,
Kuldeep Yadav, Mohammed
Shami, Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh
Krishna, Sanju Samson (back up to
Rahul). (PTI) 
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MUMBAI, Aug 21: Former captain
Sourav Ganguly on Monday said India
have a lot of options for the No 4 position
in their ODI side, and stressed that one po-
sition alone will not win important tourna-
ments like the World Cup. Ganguly said
the team management should zero in on
one player and give him a long rope at the
No 4 slot. “India has enormous talent. I
keep hearing about this...we don’t have this
or that but we have too much and that is
the problem that we cannot decide. 

“The No 4...Rahul (Dravid), selectors
and Rohit (Sharma) need to decide that
‘this is my No 4 and I will continue with
him’. One batting slot does not make much
of a difference,” Ganguly told the media
here while being appointed as the brand
ambassador of the real estate company
Casagrand. Downplaying the debate over
the No 4 position, Ganguly said any player
can be fitted there. 

“Number four is just a number and any-
body can fit in. I started in the middle-
order in one-day cricket and went on to
open because I was asked to by Sachin
(Tendulkar) as captain. It is the same with
Sachin. He batted at six and his captain
asked him to open and he became a world-
class player.  Anybody can play at No 4.
There’s Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer and KL
Rahul,” said Ganguly. Promising left-han-
der Tilak Varma, who impressed all during
the T20I series against West Indies re-
cently, on Monday was included in India’s
squad for the Asia Cup 2023. 

It was his maiden entry into India’s ODI
set-up. Ganguly hoped that the young bats-
man will make the opportunity count with

big runs. “He is good but I think when you
play big tournaments, you need a bit more
runs under the belt,” he said. Ganguly
opined that wrist spinners will be crucial
for India in the coming tournaments.  

“We have a very good bowling attack…
(Jasprit) Bumrah, (Mohammed) Siraj,
(Mohammed) Shami, (Ravindra) Jadeja
will play the all-rounder’s role and then
you have the wrist spinners. 

“I will always pick (Yuzvendra) Chahal,
I will always pick wrist spinners. I do not
know what the selectors think but I will al-
ways pick wrist spinners,” he said.

However, Chahal was not picked in
India’s Asia Cup squad but left-arm wrist
spinner Kuldeep Yadav found a place in
the Sri Lanka-bound unit. Ganguly backed
India to come good in the Asia Cup and in
the subsequent World Cup. 

“It’s a solid team, I keep saying that,
(but) I keep hearing “yaar solid solid bolte
ho, World Cup jeet ta hi nahi hai, aise thodi
World Cup har samay jeetega yaar. (you
say it is a solid team but does not win the
World Cup. You cannot win the World Cup
every time),” he said. 

Ganguly said India will enter the semi-
finals of the World Cup and urged every-
one to give the side a bit of time to find the
mojo. “I am sure they will at least get to
the semifinals (of WC). They entered the
Test championship final, which itself is an
achievement. Once they get there, they’ll
cross the bridge. 

So, I have a lot of time for this team, a
lot of faith in this team and hopefully from
the Asia Cup we will see a side which will
go all the way (against) Australia and then
the World Cup,” he added. (PTI)

Sourav Ganguly on No 4 position: ‘One 
batting slot does not make much difference’

NEW DELHI, Aug 21: India
chief selector Ajit Agarkar on
Monday said it was important for
both Shreyas Iyer and K L Rahul
to get enough game time ahead of
the ODI World Cup in India.

Both Rahul and Iyer were
named in the 17-man Asia Cup
squad but the former has devel-
oped a niggle unrelated to his orig-
inal injury, making him a doubtful
starter for the opening game
against Pakistan on September 2.

Speaking to media, Agarkar did
not rule out the possibility of
Rahul missing the opening game.

Ahead of the selection meeting,

there were questions over both
Rahul and Iyer’s inclusion in the
India squad as they have not
played competitive cricket for
months. Rahul and Iyer are com-
ing back after undergoing thigh
and back surgeries.

“Rahul plays in the team as a
wicketkeeper-batter. Hopefully he
will be available from the first
game itself. Both Rahul and Iyer
had long term injuries and they
have done really well to get fit. It
is a small setback for KL but we
are hopeful that will be okay. He
is a very important player needless
to say,” Agarkar said.

“From what we have been told
it should not be too bad (in
Rahul’s case). We still have one
month and a half before World
Cup, hopefully they (Iyer and
Rahul) will get enough cricket be-
fore that.”

Agarkar also made it clear that
at the moment, only Ishan Kishan
is being seen as the back up
opener to Rohit Sharma and Shub-
man Gill, ruling out a potential
comeback for Shikhar Dhawan in
the near future.

“Rohit is not a bad player,
Shubman has had a phenomenal
year. Ishan Kishan (is another

one). Shikhar has been a terrific
player for India. At the moment
three guys are doing well and you
can fit only 15. Unfortunately
someone has to fit. At the moment
these are our preferred openers,”
he said.

On not picking leggie Yuzven-
dra Chahal in the squad, Agarkar
said: “He is another terrific per-
former for India. Sometimes it is
the balance of the team or the team
combination. 

“Axar (Patel) has done really
well and he can bat as well.
Kuldeep (Yadav) has had a fantas-
tic run so to fit two wrist spinners
might be difficult. Kuldeep is little
bit ahead of him. So he has to miss
out unfortunately.”

Dew could play a part in the
World Cup that follows Asia Cup.
India have picked four specialist
pacers for the preceding continen-
tal event.

“Dew will play a part (in World
Cup in India). We have seen it
many times. But it is more about
the balance of the team. Good
bowler will find a way to bowl in
different conditions,” Agarkar
said.

“Sometimes it is a little bit eas-
ier for pacers than spinners to grip
the ball. I don’t think it was nec-
essarily just the dew. You are try-
ing the get the best balance you
can get. When it comes to dew
good bowlers find a way.” (PTI)

DUBLIN, Aug 21: Ruturaj Gaik-
wad feels leading a side is a com-
plicated affair but he will try to
make it simple like his Chennai
Super Kings skipper M S Dhoni
when he captains India at the Asian
Games next month.

Gaikwad will captain a side full
of youngsters in Hangzhou with
the main team busy with World
Cup preparations at the same time.

“Leadership role is a very com-
plicated thing to be honest. What
Mahi bhai (Dhoni) always says is
to take it one game at a time, don’t
worry about the future.

“Everyone creates hype and
whatever it is. I am not the kind of

person who tracks social media
and hear things about what anyone
is saying about me. “I think this is
one of the traits that I have learned
at CSK. I am pretty much clear
about giving my best in the field,
coming back home, chilling with
my friends,” he told reporters after
India’s 33-run win over Ireland in
the second T20 on Sunday.

The right-hander, who warmed
up the bench for the major part of
the West Indies tour, is getting to
open in the T20s against Ireland.
He scored a match-winning 58 off
43 balls after a sedate start.

“Due to the overnight rain, the
wicket was slightly damp and on

the slower side. Back of length was
difficult to hit on this wicket, even
the slower ones and cutters were
difficult to hit. “Being an opener I
have the luxury to eat up some
balls upfront, 10-15 balls and come
back and cover. Batters coming in
usually have less overs left so you
can’t have too many dot balls.
Being an opener you get enough
time to assess the wicket.”

As he doesn’t get to play regu-
larly, the Ireland series is of extra
significance to him.

“It is very important. It is very
different when you play from the
first game itself (rather than getting
an odd game in a series). You come
in with lot of confidence, lot of
preparation and the right mindset. 

“At the same time there is no
space in the main team as there are
batters doing really well. It is a
mixed feeling. It was a great op-
portunity and one more game to
go.” IPL sensation Rinku Singh
made his much awaited debut in
the first T20 but only got to bat on
Sunday. He smashed 38 off 21
balls that pushed India past 180.
The southpaw took his time ini-
tially before going ballistic.

Ruturaj was all praise for Rinku.
“He has already become every-

one’s favourite in the IPL. The way
he has batted this year he has
shown a lot of maturity and I think
the stand out thing is that he
doesn’t attack from ball one. (PTI)

Rahul’s niggle a small setback, hope he and Iyer
get enough game time before World Cup: Agarkar

Gaikwad to lean on lessons from Dhoni
school of captaincy at Asian Games

NEW DELHI, Aug 21: Indian
captain Rohit Sharma wants his
middle order batters to show
flexibility as no one in the na-
tional team owns any particular
batting position.

The Indian captain also said
that each and every player who
plays or misses out has received
clear communication about what
role is expected of them and
where they stand in terms of
their international career. Asked
how Ishan Kishan will be placed
vis a vis his batting slot if KL
Rahul misses out against Pak-
istan in the Asia Cup opener,
Rohit explained the team’s
thought process.

“Ajit (Agarkar) is new to the
picture and he didn’t know what
was happening before that. I
have tried to keep him updated
as much as possible,” Rohit said
while answering the PTI query.

“One thing I need in this team
is everyone ready to bat any-
where. Cricket is moving in a
different direction. You can step
up at any position, no one should
say ‘I am good at this position
and that position’. That is the
message that has been conveyed
to every individual, not now but
that’s happening for last two,
three or four years,” the skipper
said.

“I know it’s tough for you
guys outside to understand that
why is a guy who was batting at
No. 6 is suddenly batting at No.
4. It hasn’t happened overnight.
He has been prepared for that
role. This is international sport
we are talking about. This is not
club cricket.”

“He should be able to bat any-
where that team requires him to.
Not like we go off to sleep at night
telling a batter a position and next
morning we change that position.
It doesn’t happen like that,” Rohit
said in his inimitable style. The In-
dian skipper seemed a trifle irri-
tated when asked why India
doesn’t have a settled No. 4.

“We have got guys who can
bat at No.4. It’s not about No.4.
It’s about top three and there on-
wards, 4, 5, 6, 7 and there on-
wards and who can win us game.
There have been challenges and
guys have been put under pres-
sure and that’s a good thing.

“Unfortunately, we had in-

juries along the line and we had
to try out different players and
keep in mind workload manage-
ment and see what combination
suits us.

“We have 9 ODIs and 2 prac-
tice games and we have lot of
games where these guys will get
a chance to make the position
their own,” he added.

When a scribe tried to grill
him on his flexibility logic ask-
ing if random batting position
changes create instability, his an-
swer was akin to a pull shot that
he plays against fast bowlers.

“When I said flexibility is nec-
essary I never said Hardik
(Pandya) will open the innings.
Not that. It’s not top three but
ones batting at No 4 or 5 who
need to be flexible to bat up or
down.

“No. 5 is Rahul and No. 6 is
Hardik, but if there’s some
change that flexibility is required
as we also as youngsters did it.
There is a method. We don’t do
that kind of madness. This is not
school rule that numbers 1 to 8
are fixed. It’s not about creating
mayhem,” the sarcasm wasn’t
lost on anyone.

Yuzvendra Chahal looks likely
to miss the World Cup bus and
Rohit was very categorical that
he couldn’t have afforded to miss
out on pace bowling option in
order to pick him or Ravichan-
dran Ashwin.

“We thought about off spinner
Ashwin and Washy (Washington
Sundar) but right now you saw
Chahal has to miss out and we
can’t get him in because we can
take only 15 and only way we
could have done that is by drop-
ping a seamer.

“We cannot do that consider-
ing amount of games that is
going to happen, some of them
coming back after long time and
we can have a good look at them.
See what they have to offer.”

But like any skipper would do,
Rohit said that doors are not
closed on anyone although it was
more of a consolation statement.
“No doors are closed on anyone.
Chahal has played lot of white
ball cricket and if we need him
we would find ways to squeeze
him in. So is Ashwin or Washy.
Option is open for anyone,” he
concluded. (PTI)

We don’t ask players
overnight to bat at
any slot, says Rohit

CHENNAI, Aug 21: Former Australian all-
rounder Tom Moody on Monday hailed young
Tilak Varma’s call-up to Team India for the up-
coming Asia Cup, calling it a “brave” and
“smart” decision. On Monday, the BCCI’s All
India Senior Selection Committee, headed by
chief selector Ajit Agarkar, announced the 17-
member squad for the continental showdown set
to be played in Pakistan and Sri Lanka beginning
August 31. Varma was included in the squad as
the sixth specialised batter alongside skipper
Rohit Sharma, Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli,
Shreyas Iyer and Suryakumar Yadav.

“I think it’s a wonderful selection. I’ll call it
brave, but I also call it in the same breath smart,”
Moody told Star Sports. “He is clearly a player
on the rise, as I touched on earlier. He’s got not
only skill but an enormous temperament, and he
is showing that on a regular basis.” “We have
talked about the value of left-handedness in the
top order, so him coming in at that number five
or six position is going to be valuable for India,
particularly to have that balance against spin.”

Former India batter Sanjay Manjrekar also
echoed Moody’s views and credited Varma’s
blazing form during the West Indies T20Is earlier
this month in the Caribbean and the United States
of America for his call-up in the ODI team.
“Look at his domestic career. He’s got the num-
bers to merit a call for India. And also, tongue in
cheek, he is also getting ready for 50 overs
cricket by failing in his last two matches in the
T20 format. It is hard to find a weakness in him,
in white ball cricket,” he said. 

Besides Varma, Moody was also impressed
with the overall Indian squad selection for the
tournament and felt there was no discrepancy be-
hind the decisions. (PTI)

I’ll call it brave: Tom
Moody on Tilak Varma’s
Asia Cup selection
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