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KCS units gets
310,000t0
partake in ZKYF

HT Correspondent
KOILAMATI, Sept 21: Nilip
member of autonomous council
(MAC), Pobitra Rongpi announced
that ¥ 10,000 will be given to 17
units of the Nilip Karbi Cultural
Society (KCS) to participate in the
forming coming 31st Zonal Karbi
Youth Festival (ZKYF).

A reception committee has also
been formed to organize the youth
festival. A meeting was also held
on Thursday, which was chaired by
president, (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Prisoner escapes
from police custody

HT Correspondent
DALGAON, Sept 21: A prisoner
has escaped from police custody
while being taken to the Mangaldoi
Civil Hospital for treatment in
Mangaldoi in Assam’s Darrang
district. The prisoner has been
identified as Ziarul Haque, a resi-
dent of Nagarbahi village near
Mangaldoi. He has been accused in
a case registered under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Act, 1985.

According to police sources, the
prisoner told the police that he
wanted to relieve himself and then
escaped from police custody. The
police have launched a search op-
eration to trace him.

Former Manipur chief
secretary appointed
as RGU chancellor

ITANAGAR, Sept 21: President
Droupadi Murmu has appointed
former Manipur chief secretary J
Suresh Babu as the chancellor of
the Rajiv Gandhi University
(RGU) in Itanagar, the lone central
varsity in Arunachal Pradesh.
Babu has been appointed for a
period of 5 years with immediate
effect, a university release said. An
MBBS from the Guntur Medical
College and (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Delhi suspends visa

ISSUaANCE

to Canadians

Killing of Khalistani separatist: India-Canada row escalates

NEW DELHI, Sept 21: India on
Thursday announced temporarily
suspending issuance of visas to
Canadian citizens in view of “secu-
rity threats” faced by its high com-
mission and consulates in Canada,
amid an escalating diplomatic row
over Ottawa’s allegations relating
to the killing of a Khalistani sepa-
ratist on Canadian soil.

Union external affairs ministry
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi said
the decision will include Canadian
visa applicants in third countries
even as he asserted Canada must
act against the pro-Khalistani ele-
ments operating from its territory.

India is temporarily unable to
process visa applications from
Canada because of the “security
threats” faced by our high commis-
sion and consulates in Canada,
Bagchi said at a media briefing.

“You are aware of the security
threats being faced by our high
commission and consulates in
Canada. It has disrupted their nor-
mal functioning. Accordingly, our
high commission and consulates
are temporarily unable to process
visa applications,” he said. Bagchi
said the situation will be reviewed
regularly. He said all categories of
visas have been suspended.

“The issue is not about travel to
India. Those who have valid visas

and documents like OCI (Overseas
Citizenship of India) cards are free
to travel to India,” Bagchi said.

“The issue is the incitement of
violence, the inaction by the Cana-
dian authorities, creation of an en-
vironment that disrupts the
functioning of our high commis-
sion and consulates. That’s making
us temporarily stop the issuance of
visas or providing visa services,”
he said. “We will be reviewing the
situation on a regular basis,”
Bagchi said.

Earlier in the day, a private
agency hired by India to carry out
the initial scrutiny of visa applica-
tions of Canadians put out a note
on its website on suspension of
visa services due to “operational

reasons”. However, the note was
withdrawn within hours and then
again it was put up online.

The agency, BLS International,
also informed the stock exchanges
that it had suspended India visa
services in Canada with immediate
effect. India and Canada are em-
broiled in a diplomatic row over
the Killing of Khalistani separatist
leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar in
June. The row erupted following
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s allegations of a “poten-
tial” involvement of Indian agents
in the killing.

India on Tuesday rejected the al-
legations as “absurd” and “moti-
vated” and expelled a senior
Canadian (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Search operations continue, arms,
ammunition seized in Manipur

IMPHAL, Sept 21: The Manipur
police on Thursday said search op-
erations have been conducted by
security forces in various districts,
and arms and ammunition, includ-
ing mortar shells, have been recov-
ered.

Altogether 127 checkpoints
were installed in the valley and hill
districts of the northeastern state,

and 873 people were detained on
Wednesday for violation of rules.

“Search operations were con-
ducted by security forces in the
fringe and vulnerable areas of Im-
phal West, Thoubal, Bishnupur,
Kangpokpi and Churachandpur
districts in which one arm, two
local pumpi guns, 50 ammunition
and eight explosives were recov-

Tripura govt to launch z 30 cr
development mission

AGARTALA, Sept 21: The Tripura government has
decided to launch a mission with an estimated cost of
% 30 crore to uplift the socio-economic condition

of tribal people in Tripura, state tourism min-
ister Sushanta Chowdhury said. A proposal
to roll out the Mukhyamantri Tribal De-
velopment Mission was approved by /

the state cabinet, he said.

“As part of the BJP’s election mani-

festo and the budgetary announcement, ¥
the mission was approved by the cabi- ‘g
net on Wednesday for tribal development %
for the current fiscal year,” Sushanta
Chowdhury told reporters. The mission will
be started with ¥ 30 crore, and the annual outlay
will be increased in the years to come, he said.

According to the minister, the state tribal welfare

department will soon commence a registration process

for families to be included in the mission.
Claiming that the mission is “yet another
bold step towards overall development of
the indigenous people”, Chowdhury said
the fund will be utilized for building in-
frastructure such as roads, drinking
= | water, and skill development to make
the youth job-ready.

Earlier, the BJP-IPFT government
had proposed to increase the seats of
Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District
Council from 30 to 50 to ensure representa-
N tion of all the tribes, although the plan is still

pending with the Centre. (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

ered from Imphal West and Kang-
pokpi districts,” the police said on
X, formerly Twitter.

A joint team of Assam Rifles
and the state police personnel con-
ducted a search operation at a vil-
lage in Kangpokpi district, and
seized four mortar bombs, which
were kept hidden in the bushes,
they said. (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Security beefed up in Karbi Anglong border: Assembly informed

Govt alert to formation of new

Karbi rebel

HT Bureau
SHILLONG, Sept 21: Megha-
laya Chief Minister Conrad K
Sangma on Thursday addressed
concerns regarding the alleged for-
mation of a new militant group
called the United People’s Front of
Karbi Longri (UPFKL) in the on-
going state assembly and outlined
measures taken by the government
to address the situation.

The Chief Minister made these
statements in response to a call for
attention raised by UDP MLA Nu-
jorki Sungoh. While there have been
reports of the UPFKL’s formation,
there have been no specific intelli-
gence or complaints regarding ex-
tortion notes from the group. In

group:
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reply to a call attention moved by
the UDP MLA, the Chief Minister
on Thursday said the government
has increased manpower along the
inter-state border following this.

Sungoh pointed out that the in-

Hunger strike continues at
NIT Silchar, 10 hospitalized

SILCHAR, Sept 21: The hunger
strike by students of National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT), Silchar
to press for their various demands
following the alleged suicide of a
third-year electrical student en-
tered the fifth day on Thursday,
with 10 of them being admitted to
a hospital after they fainted, an of-
ficial said.

The condition of a student, iden-
tified as Harsh Kumar Singh, was
stated to be serious.

The authorities have urged the
students to call off their protest as
their main demand of removing the
Dean (academics) B K Roy has
been met with. Roy has been re-
moved temporarily and replaced
by Lalit Kumar Saikia.

A student from Arunachal
Pradesh, Kok Buker, was found
hanging in his hostel room on Sep-
tember 15. The police had to break
open the door to bring down the
body as the other students had pre-
vented the authorities from enter-
ing the room.

The protestors alleged that the

Dean (academics) had a record of
harassing several students and was
primarily responsible for the death
of Buker. The students had started
a protest on the night of September
15 and allegedly vandalized the
residence of the Dean (academics),
following which the police lathi-
charged them, during which 40 stu-
dents were injured.

NIT Silchar registrar, K L
Baishnab said that the authorities
are engaged in discussions with the
students and counselling them
about their studies and future.

Earlier, NIT Silchar’s student
fraternity had written to President
Droupadi Murmu to immediately
intervene as they claimed that the
‘situation in our institution has es-
calated to an alarming level’.

The students had also demanded
that the college administration
lodge an FIR to ensure a proper in-
vestigation into the alleged suicide
and the family of the deceased
should be extended comprehensive
support, including financial and
legal. (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

NHRC approached regarding death
of timber smuggler in Dibrugarh

DIBRUGARH, Sept 21: The
North East Human Rights Organi-
zation (NEHRO) of Arunachal
Pradesh has filed a complaint with
the National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC), claiming that a
person suspected to be a timber
smuggler was shot dead by mem-
bers of the Assam Forest Battalion
in Assam’s Dibrugarh district.

NEHRO also alleged misuse of
power and unwarranted use of
force by the battalion.

The body of the person with
multiple bullet injuries was found
on Monday near the forest areas of

High carbon emitting nations’ reluctance is fatal to environment

UN Climate Summit: Nations
unwilling to act on fossil fuels

NEW DELHI, Sept 21: Calls to stop burning
fossil fuels at the United Nations’ Climate Am-
bition Summit were resounding and emphatic
and the gathering laid bare the intent of nations
unwilling to confront the central issue, climate

policy experts said on Thursday.

They also said the major emitting nations’ re-
luctance to act on climate crisis is disrespectful

and fatal and must be called out.

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio
Climate Ambition Summit on
Wednesday highlighted two key aspects -- the
conspicuous absence of leaders from major
emitter nations and a unanimous call by attend-
ing leaders to phase out fossil fuels.

Notable omissions included leaders from the

Guterres’

US, the UK, China, Japan and France. Among
the top carbon emitters, only the European
Union received an invitation. The leaders who

participated in the summit exhibited an almost
unanimous resolve to put an end to the era of
fossil fuels.

Harjeet Singh, the head of global political
strategy at Climate Action Network Interna-
tional, said, “At the Climate Ambition Summit,
the world heard an unequivocal message -- we
are in the midst of a climate emergency and fos-
sil fuels are its chief culprit. Yet, the urgent ac-
tions required remain elusive.”

Mohamed Adow, the director of Kenya-based
independent think-tank Powershift Africa, noted
a departure from typical political agendas at
such summits -- the leaders with poor climate
records, including the US and the UK, found
themselves sidelined. (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Hukanjuri, close to the Arunachal
Pradesh-Assam border, it said in
the complaint.

A heavy exchange of fire took
place between suspected timber
smugglers and Assam forest per-
sonnel inside the Dehing-Patkai
National Park, an official said on
Thursday. One of the suspected
smugglers was critically injured in
the gunfight, he said.

The Assam forest personnel re-
ceived information that a group of
timber smugglers from neighbour-
ing Arunachal Pradesh had entered
the national park to cut trees with

machines on Monday, and upon
hearing the sound of electric wood
cutters, forest officials had launched
a search operation. The miscreants
allegedly opened fire on the forest
personnel and a gunfight ensued,
leading to the injury of the victim
at Bashabnala, he said. “We have
come to know that one timber smug-
gler was seriously injured during the
firing. The incident occurred at
Bashabnala, which is a few kilome-
ters away from the Arunachal
Pradesh border,” Namrup divi-
sional forest officer B V Sandeep
told PTI. (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Conrad

tention of the new militant group
was to create fear among the
Khasi-Pnar people living in the
disputed Block I on the border be-
tween West Jaintia Hills and
West Karbi Anglong specifically
in the Elaa Labang-Nongphyllut-
Pangam Raliang area.

The Chief Minister said though re-
ports are coming in that there is no
specific intel or specific complaints
by any of the people that they have
received extortion notes from
UPFKL. “However, based on
newspaper clippings on the for-
mation of the new militant outfit,
we have increased our manpower
in the border areas,” he said.
(CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

BJP Mahila Morcha
grateful to PM
forwomen's bill

i el

HT Bureau

DIPHU, Sept 21: The East Karbi
Anglong district branch of BJP
Mahila Morcha on Thursday or-
ganized a ‘Thanks Giving Pro-
gramme’ at the Diphu Club here to
express their gratitude towards
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
passing the women’s reservation
bill by granting 33% seat reserva-
tion for women in the Lok Sabha
and legislative assemblies.

The Parliament on Wednesday
passed the particular bill.

Speaking on the occasion, chief
guest, Diphu MLA Bidyasing En-
gleng thanked Prime Minister
Modi as it was under his leadership
that the bill for women reservation
was placed and unanimously
passed in the Parliament.

MLA Engleng said, “Our Prime
Minister Modi really understands
women empowerment and gives
due recognition to it. With the
passing of the bill, women will
now get 33% reservation of seats
in the Lok Sabha and legislative
assemblies. The Congress govern-
ment has not done this when they
were in power, but the present BJP
government has done it. We need
to thank our Prime Minister for
giving priority to women.” Former
Member of Autonomous Council
(MAC) and ex-president Mahila
Morcha, BJP-EKADC, Seema
Ronghangpi said, “I want to thank
Prime (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

School of peace and happiness
to be established in BTR

BONGAIGAON, Sept 21: A
school of peace and happiness will
be established in the Bodoland
Territorial Region (BTR) in
Assam with an objective to pro-
mote community happiness, BTR
chief Pramod Boro said on Thurs-
day.

Addressing an event on the oc-
casion of the International Day of
Peace, Boro also said that the
young generation must embrace
humanity to make peace a reality.

Pramod Bodo said, “The civi-
lizational values of a syncretic cul-
ture are not in accordance with the
spirit of conflict and hence, there
is a need for peaceful existence of
all communities in the region,
state, and nation for overall

progress, prosperity and happi-
ness.”

Boro said a school of peace and
happiness will be established in
BTR as part of the Bodoland
Knowledge Declaration 2023,
which was adopted in the first
Bodoland International Knowl-
edge Festival held in Kokrajhar in
March this year.

The event was held as part of
the Bodoland Happiness Mission,
which was launched five months
ago. Boro mentioned that the sign-
ing of the historic BTR peace ac-
cord in 2020 has paved the way
for permanent peace in the region
after a prolonged period of strife
and unrest.

While remembering the people

who died in the recent communal
disturbance in Manipur, Boro
talked about the importance of
peace and stability in the North-
east for the growth of the nation.

He said the spirit of peace and
amity should emanate from indi-
viduals so that it can ensure socie-
tal harmony.

The BTR chief stressed the im-
portance of the introduction and
inclusion of a curriculum related
to peace studies to enable students
to understand the importance of a
peaceful society from their child-
hood. The BTR, an autonomous
elected body for the Bodo tribal
dominated areas in Assam, was
created under the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution. (PTI)
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India to clock GDP growth of 6.5 pc In FY24 despite high

crude oil prices: NIT

NEW DELHI, Sept 21: The In-
dian economy will grow at around
6.5 per cent in the current fiscal,
notwithstanding high crude oil
prices and increased uncertainty
due climate changes, NITI Aayog
member Arvind Virmani said on
Thursday. Virmani also asserted
that the gross household savings
ratio in India has consistently gone
up. In an interview with PTIL, he
said: “My growth projection (of
India’s GDP growth) is 6.5 per
cent plus minus 0.5 per cent... be-
cause my experience is that the
fluctuations in global GDP more or
less has balanced out for us, as-
suming normal changes.” On some
US-based economists’ claim that
India is overstating economic
growth, Virmani said he has no-
ticed that certain former officials
don’t have any idea how GDP is
constructed as they have come
from academic background.

Last week, the Finance Ministry
also dismissed the criticism of in-
flated GDP, saying it has followed
the consistent practice of using the
income side estimates to compute
economic growth, and stressed
many international agencies have
revised upwards their forecast after
seeing the first quarter data.

The critics, the ministry had
said, should have looked at other

Axis Bank
launches ‘NEO
for Business’

for MSMEs

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 21: Axis
Bank has introduced ‘NEO for
Business,” a Transaction Bank-
ing platform designed specifi-
cally for India’s Micro, Small,
and Medium Enterprises
(MSMESs). This digital proposi-
tion caters to the transaction
banking needs of MSMEs, of-
fering features such as digital
onboarding, bulk payments,
GST-compliant invoicing, pay-
ment gateway integration, trans-
action tracking, auto
reconciliation, recurring collec-
tions, and cash flow reports. This
platform allows MSME:s to con-
duct their banking transactions
on-the-go without visiting a
bank branch. Existing Axis Bank
Current Account customers can
access NEO for Business via a
mobile app or web-based regis-
tration. Axis Bank aims to sup-
port the growing digital
adoption among MSMEs, which
make up a significant portion of
India’s economy and are increas-
ingly favoring digital payments
over cash. Neeraj Gambhir,
Group Executive & Head of
Treasury, Markets, and Whole-
sale Banking Products at Axis
Bank, emphasized the bank’s in-
vestment in cutting-edge tech-
nologies to deliver digital
solutions for customers and its
‘ready to integrate’ approach to
offering ‘Beyond Banking’ solu-
tions through partnerships and
ecosystems. This move is part of
Axis Bank’s efforts to serve its
focused MSME segment,
which remains a key growth
driver for the bank.

data like purchasing managers’ in-
dices, bank credit growth, increase
in capital expenditure and con-
sumption patterns to assess the
growth.

India’s GDP growth in 2022-23
was 7.2 per cent, lower than 9.1
per cent in 2021-22. According to
Reserve Bank of India’s projec-
tions, India’s GDP is likely to grow
at 6.5 per cent in the current fiscal
year.

The eminent economist noted
that the risk for India is “crude oil
prices”. “.. if we look back 10
years ago... Saudi Arabia and the
USA were more or less on the
same geopolitical platform, and
they used to coordinate things...
but that has changed in the last five
years,” Virmani said.

International crude oil prices
have breached the USD 90 per bar-
rel mark for the first time in 10
months and are currently hovering
around USD 92 per barrel. “Re-
cently, we have seen that it (Saudi
Arabia) cut down on oil production
when oil prices started going to
reasonable levels, and so did Rus-
sia.

According to Virmani, the issue
of El Nino conditions has come up
again and the uncertainty has in-
creased because of climate change.

Responding to a question on

falling household savings to five-
decade low, Virmani said the net
household saving is falling down,
not the gross household savings.
“The gross household savings
ratio has consistently gone up. The
net household savings ratio is
going down because consumer
debt is increasing faster,” he said.
Asked whether the fall of net
household savings is a matter of
concern, Virmani noted that every
economist who writes on macro-
economics said that the debt-to-
GDP ratio in India is way too low.
“They have compared India
with every country in the world,
and they keep telling you that

New generation Tata NEXON

lunche i Guwahat

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 21: Tata Mo-
tors, India’s leading automotive
manufacturer, has launched the
new generation NEXON at Bimal
Cars in Basistha, Guwahati. The
launch event featured prominent
figures from Tata Motors and
Bimal Cars.

The new NEXON represents a
significant upgrade across all as-
pects of the compact SUV, offering
versatility, innovation, and aspira-
tion to customers. It caters to indi-
viduals who seek to stay ahead of
the curve and are willing to go the
extra mile. The new NEXON fea-
tures a digital-inspired design,
leading safety features, contempo-
rary technology, and best-in-class
performance.

Key highlights of the new
NEXON:

Digital-Inspired Design: The
new NEXON showcases a re-
designed front with Bi-LED Head-
lamps and Sequential LED DRLs,
ensuring it stands out during the
day and night. Features like Day-
time Lit, X Factor, and Taillamp
with Welcome & Goodbye add a
sense of class and modernity. The

Rupee rises 5 paise to close
at 83.06 against US dolla

MUMBAI, Sept 21: The rupee
consolidated in a narrow range and
settled 5 paise higher at 83.06 (pro-
visional) against the US dollar on
Thursday as crude oil price re-
ceded from its elevated level. The
rupee was also weighed down by a
rising dollar index, following hawk-
ish comments from US Federal Re-
serve officials, forex traders said.

Moreover, investors remained
cautious ahead of the Bank of Eng-
land and Bank of Japan policy de-
cisions, they added. At the
interbank foreign exchange mar-
ket, the rupee opened at 83.16
against the US dollar and settled at
83.06 (provisional), registering a
rise of 5 paise from its previous
close. During the session, the do-
mestic unit witnessed an intra-day
high of 83.02 and a low of 83.17.

In the previous session, the
rupee staged a sharp rebound from
its lifetime low levels and surged
by 21 paise to close at 83.11
against the US dollar.

“Indian rupee headed south after
a flat opening amid a hawkish sig-
nal from FOMC, which dragged
the global risk-assets lower,” said
Dilip Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities.

However, the rupee managed to
end the session with minor losses
supported by the retracement in the
crude oil prices and probable cen-
tral bank interventions, Parmar
added.

Market participants are in a

-

Bank of England and Bank of
Japan policy decision, he said.

“The dollar is expected to bode
well amid policy divergence and a
better US macro environment
compared to other developing na-
tions,” Parmar said.

The trend for USD/INR remains
bullish, following broad-based
strength in the greenback. The pair
has resistance at 83.30 and support
at 82.90, he added.

The dollar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength against a
basket of six currencies, rose 0.18
per cent to 105.51.

Brent crude futures, the global
oil benchmark, fell 1.05 per cent to
USD 92.55 per barrel.

In the domestic equity market,
the 30-share BSE Sensex was trad-
ing 570.60 points or 0.85 per cent
lower at 66,230.24. The broader
NSE Nifty declined 159.05 points
or 0.8 per cent to 19,742.35. For-
eign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
were net sellers in the capital market
on Wednesday as they offloaded
shares worth ¥ 3,110.69 crore, ac-
cording to exchange data. (PTI)

interior boasts a 3-Tone Dashboard
with a rich Leatherette Mid Pad, a
Leather Wrapped Phygital Steering
Wheel with an illuminated logo,
and a comfortable Leatherette
Armrest.

Advanced Safety: The NEXON
meets stringent safety protocols,
including GNCAP 2022 standards,
making it highly secure. Standard
features include 6 airbags, Elec-
tronic Stability Control, 3-point
rear seatbelts with occupant detec-
tion, passenger airbag deactivation
switch, and ISOFIX Child seats. It
also offers a high-definition 360-
degree surround-view system,
front parking sensors, blind-view
monitor, E-call for emergency as-
sistance, and B-call assistance for
car breakdowns.

The new NEXON is available in
four distinct personas - Fearless,
Creative, Pure, and Smart, and is of-
fered with both petrol and diesel
powertrains. Sales have begun with
an introductory price of ¥ 809,990
Lakhs. This launch marks a signifi-
cant upgrade in the compact SUV
market, catering to customers seek-
ing a modern and safe vehicle with
advanced features.

there’s a huge scope for increasing
debt-to-GDP ratio in India,” he ob-
served. He noted that “the debt-to-
GDP ratio for households in the
country is not too high or unsus-
tainable.” Responding to a ques-
tion on high inflation, the eminent
economist said the rise in crude oil
prices will have some inflationary
impact. “Because inherently the in-
come of the people goes down. So
again, (regarding rise in) oil prices,
we cannot do anything in the short-
term, except manage it,” he
opined.

Virmani emphasised that as far
as food inflation is concerned, the
government has managed it rea-

Aayog member Arvind Virmani

sonably well.

Retail inflation declined to 6.83
per cent in August after touching a
15-month high of 7.44 per cent in
July, mainly due to softening
prices of vegetables, but still re-
mains above the Reserve Bank’s
comfort zone.

Meanwhile, India’s real GDP
growth was 7.8 per cent on a year-
on-year basis in Q1 FY24, as per
the Income or Production Ap-
proach. Recently, former Chief
Economic Advisor Arvind Subra-
manian, in an article, argued that
India’s GDP is not measured from
the expenditure side rather than the
productivity side.

Earlier this month, Chief Eco-
nomic Advisor V  Anantha
Nageswaran rejected criticism of
“statistical discrepancy” in the first
quarter GDP data, saying when the
same statistical authority reported
the severest contraction in the first
quarter of 2020, the naysayers had
called it credible as it suited their
narrative.

The article was written in light
of debates over India’s economic
performance and  economist
Ashoka Mody, a Princeton Univer-
sity professor, raising concerns re-
garding the country’s GDP growth
rate for the first quarter of the fi-
nancial year 2023-24. (PTI)

MG Motor India
exploring options for a
second plant 1n country

KOLKATA, Sept 21: Chinese car maker MG Motor India is exploring
the possibility of setting up a second plant in the country, a company of-
ficial said. Currently, the company has a manufacturing plant at Halol in
Gujarat where the production capacity is 1.2 lakh units per annum.

“We are exploring the option of putting up a second plant in India. It
generally takes two to three years for a new plant to come into stream”,
Gaurav Gupta, deputy managing director of MG Motor India said on
Wednesday evening. The company has not identified so far the location

of the possible second plant.

Starting operations in India four years back in 2019, the company is
presently having five models and selling around 5,000 units per month.
Out of the five models, two are electric vehicles (EV), he said.

Gupta said the company plans to introduce a new model every year in
India, either on the EV or ICE (internal combustion engine) platforms.

He said at present, 25 per cent to 30 per cent of the company’s sales
are coming from the EVs. “Our target is to increase this percentage to 35
per cent by 2025”, Gupta added. He also said the company is also eval-
uating the option of a setting up a battery assembly plant near the existing
facility in Gujarat. Gupta said the passenger car industry is growing at a
pace of nine to ten per cent per year. “During January to August in 2023,
the company’s sales grew at more than 20 per cent. We hope to maintain
this pace during the current calendar year”, he said.

Presently, MG Motor India is sourcing batteries for its EVs from China.

For improving the EV ecosystem, the company has partnered with Jio-
BP to set up charging stations in the country.

The company has invested X 4,000 crore so far in India. MG Motor
India is also exporting cars to Nepal and other SAARC countries, he said,
adding the company is evaluating other export destinations as well. (PTI)

BLS International and PSB Alliance
partner for doorstep banking services

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Sept 21: BLS International, a global
tech-enabled services partner, has entered into a strate-
gic partnership with PSB Alliance, a consortium
formed by Public Sector Banks (PSBs) in India, to
offer Doorstep Banking Services (DSB) across the na-
tion. The initial rollout will cover 58 cities, with plans

for expansion to all regions.

Under the 3-year contract, BLS International will
provide basic banking services through a network of
100 centers. This initiative is expected to serve an es-
timated 11.7 million customer transactions, spanning

Markets decline for 3% day
on weak global cues;

[CICT bank slumps 2.81 pc

| S

MUMBAI, Sept 21: Equity
benchmark indices Sensex and
Nifty buckled under selling pres-
sure for the third straight session to
settle nearly 1 per cent lower on
Thursday as investors pared expo-
sure to auto, banking and financial
shares amid a sluggish trend in
global markets. Global equities fell
after the US Federal Reserve sig-
nalled that they expect to raise
rates once more this year to fight
inflation.

The 30-share BSE Sensex fell
570.60 points or 0.85 per cent to
settle at 66,230.24. During the day,
it plunged 672.13 points or 1 per
cent to 66,128.71.

The Nifty declined 159.05
points or 0.80 per cent to end at
19,742.35. “Domestic market de-
clined following a hawkish stance
by the Fed chair and prolonged
high-interest rate trajectory, which
is not positive for a slowing global
economy. “PSU Banks and Mid
and small-caps were the worst hit
due to stretched valuations and
concern over moderation in yields.
Rising oil prices and erratic rainfall
further led investors to stay cau-
tious in the market,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit Finan-
cial Services, said.

ICICI Bank was the biggest
loser in the Sensex pack, slipping
2.81 per cent, followed by Mahin-
dra & Mabhindra, State Bank of
India, UltraTech Cement, IndusInd
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Tata
Motors, Bajaj Finserv, Axis Bank
and Power Grid. Tech Mahindra,
Bharti Airtel, Infosys, Asian
Paints, Hindustan Unilever, Larsen
& Toubro and Titan were the gain-
ers. In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge fell 0.99 per cent
and smallcap index declined 0.98
per cent.

Among the indices, bankex fell
by 1.75 per cent, auto declined by
1.58 per cent, financial services
(1.35 per cent), realty (1.16 per
cent), consumer discretionary (1
per cent), utilities (0.97 per cent),
power (0.90 per cent) and com-
modities (0.75 per cent). Teck

rural, semi-urban, metro, and urban areas in the North,

West, East, and Northeast regions.

The partnership aims to transform the banking ex-
perience, enhance customer convenience, and pro-
mote financial inclusion by offering personalized
banking solutions at customers’ doorsteps. It aligns
with the government’s vision of expanding access to
financial services.

Shikhar Aggarwal, Joint Managing Director of BLS
International, expressed their commitment to driving
positive change in the industry and contributing to the
nation’s progress through this partnership.

Indri Diwali Collectors Edition wins top honors at Whiskies of the World Awards "23

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Sept 21: Indri Diwali Collec-
tor’s Edition 2023, a single malt whisky from
Piccadily Distilleries in India, has achieved
global recognition by winning the ‘Best in
Show’ Double Gold award at the prestigious
Whiskies of the World Awards. This accolade
positions Indian single malts on the world stage.

The Whiskies of the World Awards is a
renowned whisky tasting competition that
judges over 100 varieties of whiskies world-
wide each year through rigorous blind tastings.

Indri Diwali Collector’s Edition 2023 was se-
lected as the Best in Show, outshining numer-
ous Scotch whiskies, Bourbons, Canadian
whiskies, Australian and British single malts.
Siddhartha Sharma, Founder of Piccadily
Distilleries, expressed the significance of this
win in changing the global perception of Indian
spirits and showcasing India’s excellence. He
emphasized the growth of Indian whisky, driven
by factors like premiumization and a demand
for authenticity. Indri Diwali Collector’s Edi-
tion 2023 is a peated Indian single malt matured

in PX Sherry Casks, offering a unique flavor
profile with notes of smoke, candied dried
fruits, toasted nuts, spices, and more.

Piccadily Distilleries introduced Indri to pro-
mote homegrown quality liquids on the world
stage, and since its launch in 2021, the brand
has received over 14 global awards. Indri-Trini,
India’s first triple cask single malt, is available
in 19 Indian states and 17 countries, while the
Diwali Collector’s Edition 2023 will be avail-
able in the US, India, and select European coun-
tries starting in November.

emerged as the only gainer.

“Bearish sentiment across the
global equities led to selling in the
domestic market for the third
straight session as investors fretted
over the US Fed statement indicat-
ing one more rate hike later this
year.

“Other negative catalysts like
lingering overseas fund outflows,
rising US Dollar index and treas-
ury yields, and higher crude oil
prices are making investors jit-
tery,” Shrikant Chouhan, Head of
Research (Retail), Kotak Securities
Ltd, said.

In Asian markets, Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong ended in
the negative territory. European
markets were trading in the nega-
tive territory. The US markets
ended in the red on Wednesday.

The US Federal Reserve left its
key interest rate unchanged on
Wednesday for the second time in
its past three meetings, a sign that
it’s moderating its fight against in-
flation as price pressures have
eased. But, Fed officials also sig-
nalled that they expect to raise
rates once more this year.

“Market fell by 2.2 per cent in
the last three days amid profit
booking at higher levels. Uncertain
global cues and persistent selling
by FlIs are likely to keep markets
under pressure in the near term. It
would be better to prefer defensive
sectors for some time until the
market stabilises,” Siddhartha
Khemka, Head - Retail Research,
Motilal Oswal Financial Services
Ltd, said.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 0.81 per cent to
USD 92.77 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(F1Is) offloaded equities worth ¥
3,110.69 crore on Wednesday, ac-
cording to exchange data.

The BSE benchmark had tum-
bled 796 points or 1.18 per cent to
settle at 66,800.84 on Wednesday.
The NSE Nifty declined 231.90
points or 1.15 per cent to end
below the 20,000 mark at
19,901.40. (PTT)

Gold declines X130
to 60,170 per 10 gm

NEW DELHI, Sept 21: Gold de-
clined ¥ 130 to ¥ 60,170 per 10
grams in the national capital on
Thursday amid fall in precious
metal prices in the overseas mar-
kets, according to HDFC Securities.
In the previous trade, the yellow
metal had finished at ¥ 60,300 per
10 grams. However, silver remained
flat at X 74,500 per kilogram. Gold
slipped on Thursday, with spot gold
prices (24 carats) in the Delhi mar-
kets trading at X 60,170 /10 gram,
down by X 130, following a weak
trend in the overseas markets, Saumil
Gandhi, senior analyst of commodi-
ties at HDFC Securities, said. In the
global markets, gold was trading
lower at USD 1,926 per ounce,
while silver was flat at USD 23.19
per ounce. Gold price slipped as the
US dollar and bond yields rose after
the Federal Reserve signalled another
rate hike this year and a tighter mon-
etary policy through 2024 than previ-
ously expected, Navneet Damani,
senior vice-president of commodity
research at Motilal Oswal Financial
Services, said. (PTI)

Investors’ wealth erode by ¥5.50 lakh cr In
three days as markets fall on weak global trends

NEW DELHI, Sept 21: With eq-
uity benchmark indices falling for
the third day running on Thursday,
investors’ wealth eroded by X 5.50
lakh crore during this time amid a
weak trend in global markets and
foreign fund outflows.

The 30-share BSE Sensex fell
570.60 points or 0.85 per cent to
settle at 66,230.24 on Thursday.
During the day, it dropped 672.13
points or 1 per cent to 66,128.71.

In three days, the benchmark
has fallen by 1,608.39 points or
2.37 per cent.

The market capitalisation of
BSE-listed companies eroded by ¥
5,50,376.85 crore to 3
3,17,90,603.86 crore in three days.

“Bearish  sentiment across
global equities led to selling in the
domestic market for the third
straight session as investors fretted

over the US Fed statement indicat-
ing one more rate hike later this
year. Other negative catalysts like
lingering overseas fund outflows,
rising US Dollar index and treas-
ury yields, and higher crude oil

prices are making investors jit-
tery,” Shrikant Chouhan, Head of
Research (Retail), Kotak Securi-
ties Ltd, said.

In Asian markets, Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong ended

in the negative territory.

European markets were trading
in the negative territory. The US
markets ended in the red on
Wednesday.

The US Federal Reserve left its
key interest rate unchanged on
Wednesday for the second time in
its past three meetings, a sign that
it’s moderating its fight against in-
flation as price pressures have
cased. But, Fed officials also sig-
nalled that they expect to raise
rates once more this year.

“Domestic market declined fol-
lowing a hawkish stance by the
Fed chair and prolonged high in-
terest rate trajectory which is not
positive for a slowing global econ-
omy,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial Serv-
ices.

Mahindra & Mahindra, ICICI

Bank, State Bank of India, In-
dusInd Bank, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Tata Motors, UltraTech Ce-
ment, Bajaj Finserv, Axis Bank
and Power Grid were the major
laggards among the Sensex firms.

Tech Mahindra, Asian Paints,
Infosys, Bharti Airtel, Hindustan
Unilever and Larsen & Toubro
were the gainers.

In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge fell 0.99 per cent
and smallcap index declined 0.98
per cent.

Among the indices, bankex fell
by 1.75 per cent, auto declined
1.58 per cent, financial services
(1.35 per cent), realty (1.16 per
cent), consumer discretionary (1
per cent), utilities (0.97 per cent),
power (0.90 per cent) and com-
modities (0.75 per cent). Teck
emerged as the only gainer. (PTI)

—®—



Page 3 Sept 22 (Full)_Normal Pages 21-09-2023 07:44 PM Page 1 $

A~ I

3@ TCHIT 039 -] A (FFEAA 038 -T&

R FIEHI TS TR 2Afe2 offe wierme / S / f© b T B/ av @  «fwre
e ZIEanT afetaiiaez 3

@i siestfo Fftey wigsff % 4t 2

-9 29l Sbr 91
L g
fap arer siestf REOY 55-9 74l 38 A
9 T 8
26-F 7@ 9T
; SRS
gors weolo caw?anC." RN

W AfSTANTHC SFatien wicawe 7@ https://directorculture.assam.gov.in
T A9 TITACEAIC FE o TIET 2019 TifIeT fCoqw e 2ixeimes Fiier w2 (Ao
FfeTa w2 Qe Tae (e Ffee T W aifa | ofe sies / qre/ fe o fe b/ ana fo
e SRve aferaifiteia afets! i fefRaad e fum et 2, fuw et 2/ T
qfegs 71T eferaiiaere TwmigzeR Jea & e Fe4 |

fqoL ST AT 3 bbVOLODY, bLIYIILYS I AP
$8035b0sYy 3 el GialEe Toae elitas Ff<1 AFfeS w1, s

S I SIS AL ETHET, So5E G462l Connect withus @ @ @ @& @diprassam @ dipr.assam.gov.in

® ST 16| BTEHIE FEE0E bFASIDer T Assam &R aibnas F45 Janasanyog /D/10820/23/22-Sep-23



Page 4 Sept 22_Normal Pages 21-09-2023 09:02 PM Page 1

e

THE HiLLs TIMES

VOL. XXIV, ISSUE 249, DIPHU, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2023

BUOTE OF THE Dty

Women hold up half the sky
- Mao Zedong

Bill, after an agonizing 27-year wait, hasn’t sparked the jubi-

lation it rightly deserves. Over these years, successive gov-
ernments have made concerted efforts to bury it in obscurity. It is
only the Left parties and segments of the women’s movement, no-
tably AIDWA, that have tenaciously fought to keep its flame alive.
The disheartening truth is that while the bill has finally been passed,
its implementation is being needlessly postponed until after the next
general election, citing dubious grounds. The draft bill stipulates that
the reservation of parliamentary and state assembly seats for women
will occur only after the next census, which is set to begin in 2026,
along with the delimitation of seats. Neither the census operation
nor the delimitation exercise is a prerequisite for implementing
women’s reservation. This reservation could be executed immedi-
ately after the bill’s passage, with seat adjustments made later if nec-
essary. Yet, specious arguments are being wielded to deny women
their right to elected representation for more years. The BJP has con-
sistently included the bill’s passage in its election manifestos and
promised to enact it before both the 2014 and 2019 general elections.
They have held a majority in the Lok Sabha after both elections and
pushed through controversial legislation. However, they failed to
fulfill this electoral pledge during their nine years in power. Now,
towards the end of their second consecutive term, they introduce the
bill, seemingly hoping to secure women’s votes without challenging
the patriarchal status quo.

This strategy is unlikely to succeed. Women across the nation feel
deceived rather than elated. The bitter realization is that several elec-
tions will pass without a substantial increase in women’s represen-
tation in parliament and state assemblies. It’s shameful that in 75
years of our independence, in a nation the BJP heralds as ‘the cradle
of democracy,” the proportion of seats held by women in the Lok
Sabha has only risen from 5% to 15%. Most countries surpass us in
this regard, even though Indian women vote in large numbers, and
their participation grows with each election. The government’s re-
cent message is that this will not change soon, even though it could
have by the 2024 general election. Adding insult to injury, the gov-
ernment appends a patronizing section titled ‘Statement of Objects
and Reasons’ to the bill. In it, they claim to have empowered women
through various initiatives, citing financial independence, access to
education, and health services. They assert that true empowerment
requires greater participation in decision-making. This section ends
by stating that the bill aims to achieve these objectives.

However, this section is objectionable on several fronts. Initiatives
like the Ujjawala Yojana have proven to be cruel jokes on millions
of impoverished women who can’t access free cylinders due to tech-
nicalities and can’t afford the now-expensive ones. Similarly, claims
of widespread toilet construction belie the grim reality of poor
women’s enduring unsanitary conditions. Mentioning these deeply
disappointing schemes serves as a fitting conclusion for a bill prom-
ising women’s reservation in positions of power, which will remain
frustratingly out of reach for a considerable time. This delay under-
mines women’s political representation, perpetuating a long-stand-
ing disparity. The government must act swiftly to fulfill its promise
and empower women in decision-making roles. Urgent action is im-
perative. Closing this representation gap is essential for true democ-
racy and gender equality in India.

The much-anticipated passage of the Women’s Reservation

Women'’s Reservation Bill

Challenges in Indo-Canada relations; Examining

Khalistan extrerr

he 1985 bombing of an In-

dian airline by pro-Khalis-

tan separatist terrorists
remains a haunting and unre-
solved chapter in Canadian secu-
rity history. Despite the passage
of many decades, it is dishearten-
ing that crucial lessons have not
been fully learned from this
dreadful attack. Shockingly, only
one individual was eventually
charged with manslaughter in
connection to this horrendous
event, and it took nearly two
decades for the investigation and
prosecution to conclude, as re-
ported by the Canadian national
broadcaster, CBC, in July 2022.
The prolonged nature of the in-
vestigation and the slow progress
within the Canadian judicial sys-
tem have undoubtedly left the In-
dian government and its citizens,
particularly those deeply affected
by this act of terrorism, with feel-
ings of dissatisfaction and mis-
trust. This protracted legal
process and the eventual verdict
have, for some, served as an omi-
nous precursor to further trou-
bling developments.

Indeed, recent times have wit-
nessed a resurgence of violent
and menacing activities perpe-
trated by elements within the
Khalistan separatist movement,
taking root in Canada, the neigh-
bor of the United States. Head-
lines have been replete with
evidence of the gravity of this
resurgent issue, as exemplified
by a report from Wion news ti-
tled “How Canada has become
headquarters for Khalistani ter-
rorists.” Given Canada’s histori-
cal track record in handling such
matters, it is not unreasonable for
New Delhi to harbor concerns
that Ottawa may lack the neces-
sary commitment or capability to
effectively address individuals
and groups posing a threat to
India’s territorial integrity. Espe-
cially concerning are those who
espouse violence as a means to
achieve their destructive objec-
tives, prompting apprehensions
about the robustness of Canada’s
response to this emerging chal-
lenge.

From this perspective, it
comes as no surprise that pro-
Khalistan separatists in Canada
have felt emboldened to engage
in reprehensible actions, such as
creating disturbing images glori-
fying the assassination of a for-
mer Indian Prime Minister.
Shockingly, they even went so
far as to publicly display a
grotesque depiction of the brutal
assassination of Indira Gandhi,
who also served as the head of
the Congress Party, an opposition
party to the current government
led by Narendra Modi’s BJP.
These recent incidents, among
others, have rightfully elicited
strong protests from the Indian
government and Foreign Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar, a member of
the BJP party. In a broader sense,
these attacks and
threats against
India and its citi-
zens on Cana-
dian soil can be

DEGREE OF THOUGHT

By: Dipak Kurmi

tions on all too many occasions.
While the overall relationship be-
tween these two significant
Commonwealth nations has gen-
erally been positive, it has been
marred by un-
necessary flare-
ups caused by a
fringe group ef-
fectively holding

viewed as an as-

sault not only on all Indians but
also on ethnic Indians world-
wide, highlighting the global
ramifications of such actions.

Moreover, India has conveyed
to Ottawa the imperative of com-
prehending the necessity for
safeguarding its diplomats sta-
tioned in Canada, who have been
subjected to a range of threats
from various Khalistan activists.
Adding to the diplomatic con-
cerns, Voice of America reported
that India vehemently refuted
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s allegations of Indian
government involvement in the
assassination of a Canadian Sikh
leader. India dismissed these al-
legations as “absurd and politi-
cally motivated” and, in the
midst of escalating tensions be-
tween the two nations, took the
measure of expelling a Canadian
diplomat.

However, one cannot escape
the conclusion that years of inac-
tion and ineffectiveness by Ot-
tawa in dealing with the
unchecked activities of Khalistan
extremists have injected a toxic
element into Indo-Canada rela-

the betterment of
relations hostage. It is imperative
that this long-standing friendship
between these two major coun-
tries is not allowed to fray any
further, and a decisive resolution
is urgently needed. The primary
responsibility for resolving this
issue lies with the Canadian au-
thorities, who must take stronger
measures to address this problem
and prevent it from further strain-
ing the bilateral ties between the
nations.

The persistent problem of Ot-
tawa’s perceived ineffectiveness
or lack of interest in addressing
the alarming violence and hatred
emanating from the pro-Khalis-
tan separatist movement can be
attributed, in part, to an overzeal-
ous interpretation of Canadian
multiculturalism. It seems that
the government, entangled in the
complexities of minority politics,
may be reluctant to confront
groups advocating violence. This
hesitance may stem from a fear
of being labeled as excessively
politically correct, a concern ex-
acerbated by the extreme woke
politics espoused by certain left-
ist factions, which may hold

undue influence both within and
outside the government of Justin
Trudeau. A more diplomatic ex-
planation of this leniency to-
wards such groups can be found
in the statement made by Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar, as reported by the Indian
Express: “Canada’s response to
the Khalistani issue appears to be
constrained by its ‘vote bank
compulsion.” India will have to
these activities

respond if
threaten its national security and
integrity.”

To be more explicit, Justin
Trudeau’s minority government,
which relies on a delicate balance
of support, may harbor concerns
about alienating a significant and
politically active segment of the
Canadian community. This seg-
ment represents a voting bloc
that Trudeau’s party has been ac-
tively competing for, primarily
against the socialist NDP oppo-
sition party led by Jagmeet
Singh. It’s worth noting that
Singh had previously attended
pro-Khalistan separatist rallies
and refrained from condemning
the terrorist separatists responsi-
ble for the planted bomb that
downed the Canadian plane in
2018, as reported by CBC. How-
ever, it should be mentioned that
Singh has more recently ex-
pressed remorse for his past de-
fense of the pro-Khalistani
separatist movement leader who
was charged in connection with
the airline bombing.

The Canadian government,

ISmand Trudeau's legacy

under Justin Trudeau’s leader-
ship, would benefit from refram-
ing its perspective. Rather than
predominantly positioning itself
as a guardian and advocate for
various segments of minority
groups engaged in overseas con-
flicts tied to their ancestral roots,
a more prudent approach would
be to prioritize enlightened self-
interest. This approach doesn’t
entail indifference to the plight of
those suffering and facing abuse
abroad but emphasizes a bal-
anced stance that serves the best
interests of Canadians while re-
maining responsive to genuine
cases of suffering and oppression
elsewhere.

I have no personal animosity
towards Trudeau, who hails from
a family with a commendable
track record regarding the Cana-
dian Charter of Rights, particu-
larly his late father’s
government. However, it’s note-
worthy that when Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau confronted Que-
bec separatists in the 1970s, es-
pecially those who openly
supported or engaged in acts of
violence, he displayed unwaver-
ing resolve. As a Canadian who
witnessed the devastating effects
of such terrorism, | can attest that
Trudeau exhibited a resolute ap-
proach in dealing with these per-
ilous elements. His actions
garnered widespread apprecia-
tion from the majority of Cana-
dians.

Nevertheless, despite the occa-
sional tensions, New Delhi ap-
pears to aspire to enhance its
relations with Ottawa, even when
these relations have hit rock bot-
tom at times, particularly in the
context of the Khalistan issue.
Fundamentally, it seems that
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
holds a genuine affinity for India
and its culture. He seems to be
committed to avoiding a legacy
marked by opposition to the le-
gitimate concerns of the broader
Indian community regarding vi-
olence, whether or not voter con-
siderations come into play. (The
writer can be reached at di-
paknewslive@gmail. com)

Significance of Putin- Kim summit for rest Attack on Hinduism- Who gains
of the world and global power balance

By: M A Hossain

n September 13, North Korean leader Chairman

Kim Jong-un embarked on his first foreign visit,

following the global public health crisis. His ar-
rival was marked by disembarkation from his bullet-proof
train at the Vostochny Cosmodrome spaceport, located in
the Amur Oblast in the Russian Far East. Kim met Russian
leader Vladimir Putin at the launch vehicle assembly
building and toured the spaceport facilities before engag-
ing in an hours-long meeting in Kim’s Limousine, trans-
ported from Pyongyang.

Putin spoke of the Soviet Union’s wartime support for
North Korea and also covered economic cooperation, hu-
manitarian concerns, and regional dynamics. Kim, recip-
rocally, pledged “full and unconditional support” for
Moscow, making an apparent reference to the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine. Kim’s itinerary across Russia included
visits to aviation factories in Komsomolsk-on-Amur, a
marine biology laboratory in Vladivostok, and the Russian
Pacific Fleet. No doubt, the summit is seen as a sign of
the “strategic importance” of bilateral relationships that
have an anti-US, anti-Western alignment, thereby
strengthening their alliances.

The visit came at a time when the backdrop of a diplo-
matic standstill in North Korea’s relations with the US and
South Korea, followed an unsuccessful summit between
Chairman Kim and President Donald Trump in Hanoi,
Vietnam, in February 2019. Consequently, Kim’s meeting
with Putin was a strategic manoeuvre to reemerge North
Korea on the world stage through successful diplomacy.
Moscow and Pyongyang have historical relations, when
Stalin supported Kim’s grandfather at the start of the Ko-
rean War in 1950. North Korea was one of the five coun-
tries that opposed the UN resolution in early March 2022,
condemning the Russian invasion, and was also one of the
first three countries to recognize the independence of the
two Russian-occupied states — Donetsk People’s Republic
and Luhansk People’s Republic in Eastern Ukraine.

North Korea possibly has tens of millions of artillery
shells and rockets based on Soviet designs that could po-
tentially give a considerable boost to the Russian army. In
exchange, Kim seeks badly needed energy, food, and ad-
vanced weapon technology, including those related to In-
tercontinental ballistic missiles, nuclear-capable ballistic
missiles, and a military reconnaissance satellite. This ex-
change can complicate President Biden’s security consid-
eration within the European and Asian theatre.

During Kim’s visit, he praised “comrade Putin” and de-
picted Russia’s actions in Ukraine as a “sacred fight to
protect its sovereignty and security”. He also added that
the two countries would always be together in the fight
against imperialism. The meeting at the Cosmodrome is
symbolic, especially as Pyongyang failed twice recently
in its bid to put a military spy satellite into orbit. The
weaponry of Soviet vintage, akin to those used in the
Ukraine conflict, emerged as the most salient items North
Korea can provide to Moscow.

According to a senior research fellow from the Royal
United Services Institute in Britain, Russia has exhausted
up to 11 million shells in Ukraine last year and is set to
fire 7 million more this year. Russia’s defence industries
have been ramping up shell production this year, but it has
not been able to keep up with demand stemming from the
war. North Korea is believed to possess a substantial re-
serve of Soviet-designed artillery shells and rockets,
which are used against Ukraine. Kim was also accompa-
nied by Jo Chun Ryong, a ruling party official overseeing
munition policies.

The most appealing ammunition to Russia is the BM-
21 Grad, a 122 mm multiple rocket launcher system that
is similar to the ones it uses. Russia is also interested in
the Soviet-made 152 mm M- 1955 (D-20) towed gun-
howitzers and 122 mm (D-30) howitzers used by North
Korea. North Korea is also one of the few countries with
ample stocks of Soviet-era tanks similar to those deployed
by Russia in Ukraine, such as the T-54 and T-62, and it
could supply spare parts. Former US National Security
Advisor, John Bolton told CNN “From North Korea’s
point of view, this gets them back into really significant
contact with Russia for the first time since the collapse of
the Soviet Union”.

The economic relations between North Korea and Rus-
sia have soared to new heights. Pyongyang will consider
a Russian proposal to build a gas pipeline and power line
running from North Korea to South Korea. Russia has al-
ready started a pilot project using and North Korean cargo
terminal to Ship Russian coal to South Korea. Moscow
has an ambition to connect its Trans-Siberian railway to
the Trans-Korean railway linking Russia and the Korean
Peninsula. North Korea has also hinted at an interest in
sending construction workers to assist in the reconstruc-
tion of Russian-occupied areas. Russia also has an eco-
nomic interest in North Korea, especially in the fields of
energy, transportation, and trade. Moscow hopes to ex-
pand its trade with North Korea, which has been severely
restricted by the United Nations Security Council sanc-
tions.

The significance of Kim’s visit to Russia lies in its sym-
bolic and strategic value rather than its substantive results.
The summit exemplified Kim’s diplomatic prowess amidst
international pressure and isolation. For Putin, it reinforces
his role and influence in regional and global affairs, espe-
cially within the context of escalating tensions with the
US and its allies over issues, such as Ukraine, Syria,
Venezuela, and West Africa. China would be more cau-
tious regarding the development of these alliances. Kim’s
visit offers China some respite to support Putin and diverts
attention from the US’s intensified focus on Taiwan. The
cooperation between these parties would complicate the
threat assessments for Mr. Biden, spanning homeland, Eu-
rope, and Asia.

Kim Jong-un’s visit to Russia was a significant event
that reflected the intricate and dynamic landscape on the
Korean Peninsula and beyond. The summit highlights the
potential and limitations of bilateral relations between
North Korea and Russia, as well as their implications for
regional and global security. The visit conveys a clear
message to NATO and the US as efforts to boost the visi-
bility of his partnership with traditional allies by breaking
out of isolation and part of a united front against Wash-
ington. (IPA Service)

from this intolerance?

By: M.R.Lalu

bsolutely, ever since Masha

Amini’s custodial death, the Is-

lamic Republic of Iran has inten-
sified its mandatory hijab law, according
to which, women in the country face up
to 10 years of prison if they fail to follow
the stricter dress code. Amini was de-
tained for her incorrect wearing of the
headscarf and the young woman was al-
legedly beaten to death by the country’s
morality police. As per the Hijab and
chastity bill, those who defy the religious
decree of the state would receive 60
lashes as punishment and a prison term
almost up to 10 years with heavy fines.
The public outrage for the last few
months have almost been brought to con-
trol, but the government, fearful of seri-
ous acrimony in the streets on the
anniversary of Masha’s death, has in-
creased its vigilance with more forces
barricading the streets and public places.
The government has extended its radical-
ized gender segregation in hospitals, uni-
versities, workplaces, parks and other
places where people gather. In
Afghanistan the situation is worse as
women in the country have totally been
banned from places of public access and
their education has been limited to the
primary level and their dress code is of
course a mandatory requirement under
the Taliban.

Unsurprisingly, the world is watching
these exercises of ruthlessness and dis-
crimination without an impulse of com-
passion and an understanding is
evidently effervescent in accepting the
unquestionable power and reach of the
religion and its acrimony is being fre-
quently justified as a religious moral
code of conduct with divine approval.
Semitic religions, for that matter, have
gained immunity for stretching their re-
ligious suppression or radicalized behav-
ior to any extent with the world turning
a mute spectator. When targeted assassi-
nations and unprincipled outrage and
savagery turn streets into hotbeds of mob
violence, medieval religious laws receive
acceptance and approval from the secu-
lar world as well. Year 2015 witnessed a
terrible attack on Charlie Hebdo, the
French satirical magazine, killing almost
12 of its editors. The world seems to
have diluted its call for freedom of
speech, trimming its periphery shorter in
order to protect the interests of organized
religions. If terrorism should be sepa-
rated from religion then what about the
religious principles that propagate and
accentuate radicalism and promote en-
mity and terror? Here, again you will
find a deliberate game played out with a
systematic preface. That terror can never
be associated with any religion, for all

the religions are aiming for something
higher which is spiritual and they disap-
prove of terror in any fashion and form.

This has been an intelligent narrative
that found place in our social discourse
and we began to emulate this artificial
global framework of glorifying religions
irrespective of the quantum of blood they
shed for their expansion and survival. If
this has been the status and essential
force of Islam irrespective of the com-
plexity and fear it could cause among
people from across the globe, Islamo-
phobia, in real sense qualifies a certain
level of study and understanding, espe-
cially to find out the extent of dread a re-
ligious ideology could articulate. Is
Hinduism any match to such vitriolic ex-
clusivist behavior? Are the religions in
the world equally kind and magnani-
mous to the non-believers? Why are faith
based religions more acrimonious than
Hinduism that propagates the idea of di-
vine presence in everything? Does
Udaipur beheading remind us of the re-
ligious intolerance that was easily exe-
cuted in a country populated with 80
percent Hindus? Why is Hinduism easily
targeted in India and elsewhere with no
collective acrimony reacting to such vi-
tuperations? The reason is simple. Hin-
duism as such can never be compared
with any religion that came up with a
particular fence of restrictions surround-
ing it and a particular person inventing
its principles. Hinduism is almost like an
open garden which offers easy access to
anybody irrespective of what he belongs
to. Everybody can sense the fragrance of
flowers in it. But religions, hardbound
with stiff ideologies and beliefs, would
easily get provoked. Mostly, systemati-
cally framed narratives have often been
used to vilify Hinduism and this has been
a usual practice. It got severe as the gov-
ernment at the centre, supported by a ma-
joritarian wave, has engraved its
eminence and its leader, who certainly
had contributed to strengthen its weaker
links for almost a decade, is seen to be
emerging for the third consecutive term.

This was again the case of the Disman-
tling of the Global Hindutva movement,
a sign of Hinduphobia irrationally rais-
ing its ugly head to principally malign
Hinduism. The conference was con-
vened in the pretext of resisting the po-
litical emergence and regimentation of
Hindus especially since 2014. The ac-
tivists and scholars under the veil of ac-
ademic freedom and expression were all
set to unleash their agenda of fear-mon-
gering and dehumanizing Hindus around
the world. While the reality is entirely
different: the Hindus, except for casteism
and its discriminatory tendencies, have
always been a peaceful group of people
who prayed and propagated from the pe-

riod of the Vedas for peace and coexis-
tence of humanity. Lord Krishna, in Bha-
gavad Gita explains the Varna system,
which can roughly be equated with the
contemporary caste system, as a design
of the divine; that he further justifies was
his creation for a better social order. Un-
doubtedly, with the passage of time,
much damage has been done to some
sections of the Hindu society and
casteism has been a dominant factor.
Hinduism has always been generous and
inclusive and its well-known Vedic
maxim “Ekam Sat Vipra Bahudha
Vadanti” translated as “Truth is one; the
wise call it by different names” vividly
illustrates its deep-rooted generosity and
acceptance for other religions and faiths
that exist in the world.

Indubitably, Tamil Nadu Minister and
DMK leader Udayanidhi Stalin’s tirade
on the “eradication of Sanatan Dharma”
triggered a massive outrage and public
discourse. Politicians have frequently
been denouncing Hinduism for decades.
But the outrage and anger on such re-
marks began to have serious repercus-
sions ever since the majority, the Hindus
began to metamorphose its essential
being into a political consolidation. This
was gradual and probably the result of
the denigration ran on its essence by
some political parties over and over
again in the name of minority appease-
ment. The Congress regime’s ‘Hindu
Terror’ narrative to its Prime Minister
outrightly advocating for the Muslims to
have first claim on the country’s re-
sources has deeply wounded the majority
that otherwise remained peaceful and se-
cluded. Alarmingly, no profound voices
were heard criticizing Udayanidhi’s
statement. What should have been the
impact of such a statement being flung
against a minority religion in India?
Imagine the amount of violence and de-
struction that would take place across
India and the reaction of some oil-rich
countries.

Top media houses from across the
globe would have defamed India by
painting its democracy a