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Modi hails Assam entrepreneur for 
mobilising 3,000 women to form SHGs

GUWAHATI, Dec 16: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Saturday
hailed a woman entrepreneur from
Assam, who mobilised 3,000 people
to form self help groups (SHGs), as
an inspiration for enabling economic
uplift of the society.

He said Kalyani Rajbongshi,
who hails from Guwahati, is an ex-
ample of how women can contribute
to the growth of the nation when
they become financially independ-
ent. Interacting with Rajbongshi dur-

ing a ‘Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra’
event through video conferencing,
Modi hailed her for helping others
through her knowledge in striving
towards financial self-reliance.

“I am happy to hear that others
have benefitted from your knowl-
edge... you are an example of how
women of our country who are
self-dependent can contribute to
the society,” the PM said.

Rajbongshi is an entrepreneur
and self help group (SHG) worker,

who has helped women of her area
form SHGs and financially con-
tribute to their households.

Recounting before the PM her
journey from being a homemaker
to an entrepreneur, Rajbongshi said
she started off in 2016 by setting
up a mushroom processing unit
with ` 2,000 that she got under a
central government scheme.

She later went on to set up a
food processing unit and a weaving
centre when more government as-
sistance came her way.

She also helped 3,000 women of
nearby areas to form 300 SHGs
and provided bank linkages to over
200 of these groups, for which the
state government had feted her
with ‘Assam Gaurav’ award earlier
this year. “An entrepreneur and
SHG worker, she mobilised about
3,000 women around her locality
and helped them form 300 SHGs
for augmenting family income.
She has facilitated loans for more
than 230 (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Govt focusing on upliftment of
farmers, agriculturists: Himanta

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 16: Chief min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Sat-
urday said that the state
government is working for the up-
liftment of farmers and agricultur-
ists in the state. 

Sarma said this while addressing
a gathering at the 8th Assam Agri-
Horti Show-2023 here at College
of Veterinary Sciences Playground
here in Guwahati. 

“The current government in the
state has been working tirelessly
for the past two and half years for
the uplift of the agriculture sector,”
he said. 

Sarma said that the initiative by
the state government to procure
paddy at a minimum support price
led to procurement of a total of 6-
lakh metric tonne of the crop from

as many as 62,000 farmers from
across the state. 

“This led to transfer of an aggre-
gate amount of ` 12,000 crore into
the accounts of the farmers and
agriculturists,” he added. 

The chief minister further said

that the state government’s attempt
at purchase of mustard from farm-
ers too have met with unprece-
dented enthusiasm. 

“All steps are being taken to see
that farmers are nor deprived of the
schemes and policies that have

been launched or undertaken for
their benefits. Millet Mission, Fod-
der Mission, among others, are
also being utilized as medium to
support the farmers,” he added.

Drawing a comparison between
farmers in many other states to
those from Assam, Sarma said that
the state’s farmers should also
practice commercial tree plantation
and horticulture more extensively
so as to increase their incomes like
their counterparts from some of the
other states. 

Referring to products from the
state such as lemon, lichi, ginger,
bhootjolokia, among others, man-
aging to attract attention in many
markets abroad, Sarma exuded
confidence scientific cultivation of
such species would go a long way
in ensuring (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

‘State’s farmers should also practice commercial tree plantation to increase their incomes’

HT B R I E F S

BOKAJAN: Minister of Trans-
port, Excise & Fisheries, Govern-
ment of Assam, Parimal
Suklabaidya visited Bokajan,
Karbi Anglong in a motorcycle
rally from Jorhat to promote road
safety on Friday. The motorcycle
rally arrived in the evening at
around 4 pm and visited Bokajan
Jinbaba Higher Secondary
School and Bokajan Higher Sec-
ondary School where a brief
awareness meeting on road safety
was held. The minister said those
driving two-wheelers should al-
ways wear helmets while driving,
those driving cars should wear
seatbelts, one should not be on
the phone while driving and one
should not indulge in drunk driv-
ing. “One should think of one’s
safety and that of others and
maintain the speed limit,” he
added. The motorcycle rally cov-
ering 300 km went to Kaziranga
from Karbi Anglong.

Motorcycle rally

BOKAJAN: A youth died in an
accident last night at around 8 pm
when an LP truck, AS 03 BC
4410 and motorcycle, DL 09 SL
2015, collided head-on at NH 39
near Amrajan patrol pump under
Bokajan police station. The rider
of the motorcycle was seriously
injured and died on the spot.
Passersby took the injured motor-
cycle rider called 108 Ambulance
and took him to Bokajan Com-
munity Health Centre where he
was declared dead by the doctor.

Road mishap

Ex-militants to make sanitary
pads, run rice mills in Assam

‘The eighth cooperative is an all-women one, which will produce sanitary pads’

GUWAHATI, Dec 16: The hands that
once trained to fire guns are now learn-
ing to make sanitary pads in Assam’s
Udalguri district.

Former women militants are being
trained in making sanitary napkins by
the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR)
administration, with commercial pro-
duction of a unit expected to commence
soon.

“Rehabilitation of former militants is
very important. We have tried to find
out their areas of interest and expertise,
and then train and engage them accord-
ingly,” Pramod Boro, chief executive
member of BTR, said here on Saturday.

He said that besides the financial as-
sistance provided to surrendered mili-
tants by the central and state
governments, the BTR is also helping
them in finding employment.

“We have launched several flagship
programmes. Among them is forming

cooperatives of former militants and
helping them etch out livelihoods,” the
BTR chief said.

The programme has been named ‘Fin
Rwdwmkhang’ (Mission Blossom
Again).

“From rice mills to sanitary pad-mak-
ing units, different cooperatives are
coming up under it,” Boro added.

Sharing details of the Mission, Binual
Warry, general secretary of its govern-
ing body, told PTI that a target has been

set to establish 30 cooperatives, involv-
ing mostly former militants. Of these,
21 cooperatives have already been
formed and eight of these have also got
schemes sanctioned, he said.

Five of the sanctioned schemes are
for setting up rice mills, one for a dairy
processing unit and another for a stevia
processing unit.

“The eighth cooperative is an all-
women one, which will produce sani-
tary pads. It is coming up in Udalguri.
The machine, provided by Niti Ayog,
has already been installed and cus-
tomised training provided to them.

“We hope to start production within
a couple of months,” Warry, a former
top militant of a now-disbanded faction
of the National Democratic Front of
Bodoland (NDFB), said.

All products under this Mission will
be sold under the brand ‘Rwdwm’
(bud), he added. (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Election process for urban local bodies to
be completed by April 30: Nagaland to SC
NEW DELHI, Dec 16: The Nagaland government has
told the Supreme Court that the election process for urban
local bodies in the state will be completed by April 30.

In November, the Nagaland Assembly passed a bill
reserving 33 per cent seats in urban local bodies for
women. Urban local body elections in the state were last
held in 2004. A bench of Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul
and Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia took note of an affidavit
filed by the Nagaland chief secretary earlier this month
that said the rules will be framed within a month -- be-
fore January 8.

“An affidavit has been filed on behalf of the chief sec-
retary of the state of Nagaland affirming that the Naga-
land Municipal Act, 2023, was passed on November 9,
2023, by the Nagaland Legislative Assembly and was
notified on the same day after receiving the assent of
the governor,” it noted. “It is further stated that the rules
will be framed within a month from the date of the af-
fidavit, i.e. on or before January 8, 2024, and the elec-
tion process will be completed by April 30, 2024,” the
bench noted in its order passed on December 11. It
posted the matter for hearing on May 3.

The apex court is hearing a petition filed by the Peo-
ple’s Union for Civil Liberties and others seeking 33 per
cent reservation for women in urban local bodies in the
northeastern state. The petitioners moved an application
before the top court against the cancellation of elections
and urged it to take contempt action against those con-
cerned for “disobeying” its March 14 order regarding
the poll process.

“Notice of contempt can be discharged on the next
date as by that time elections will be over,” the bench
noted in its December 11 order. While hearing the mat-
ter in July, the top court had slammed both the Centre
and the Nagaland government over non-implementation
of the constitutional scheme of one-third reservation for
women in urban local bodies.

The top court had asked the Centre to clarify whether
the constitutional scheme of quotas for women in mu-
nicipality and town council elections could be violated
by Nagaland, where the assembly had earlier passed a
resolution to repeal the municipal act and resolved not
to hold elections to the urban local bodies.

The state assembly had passed the resolution follow-
ing pressure from tribal organisations and civil society
groups. (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

GUWAHATI: A complaint was
received at this Directorate of
Vigilance & Anti-Corruption,
Assam, alleging that Sanjib
Kumar Das, executive engineer,
Sorbhog-JaniaDivision (Irriga-
tion), Sorbhog,Barpeta had de-
manded ̀ 5,000 as bribe from the
complainant who is a contractor
for releasing his security deposit.
Unwilling to pay the bribe, the
complainant approached this Di-
rectorate for taking necessary
legal action against the above-
mentioned public servant. 

Engineer held

NIA confirms grenade 
explosion at Na Ali 

Lichubari military station
HT Correspondent

JORHAT, Dec 16: A team of NIA
personnel, along with forensic ex-
perts, inspected the site of the blast
at Military Station (41 Sub Area) at
Na Ali Lichubari on Saturday, con-
firming that the explosion on
Thursday was caused by a grenade.

Jorhat SP Mohan Lal Meena
stated that a joint team of Army
and NIA personnel had inspected
the site near the entrance gate of
the Army camp and affirmed that
the blast heard by the people of
Lichubari locality was due to the
explosion of a grenade.

It may be mentioned here that a
sensation prevailed after local res-
idents and shopkeepers near the
entrance gate of the Military Sta-
tion heard a loud sound at around
7:30 PM on Thursday and sus-
pected it to be a blast near the gate.

The grenade attack, which Ulfa
has admitted to causing, is the third
in upper Assam, with the other two
incidents occurring in Sivasagar
and Tinsukia districts in the past
few days. Police on Friday had
stated that (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)

Times have changed, lies do not
get votes, work does: Nadda

SHIMLA, Dec 16: Times have
changed and the report card
speaks. Lies do not get votes but
work does, BJP president J P
Nadda said on Saturday.

He said this while addressing a
gathering at Bilaspur in Himachal
Pradesh, where a felicitation func-
tion was organised by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has not only delivered what he had
promised, but also what was not
promised and people have faith in
his guarantees, the BJP chief said,
adding that the Congress resorts to
lies in order to get votes while the
BJP works for the welfare of the
country’s people and thus, gets
elected.

Nadda said the BJP-led Centre
has given  ` 3,378 crore to Hi-
machal Pradesh and added that the
prime minister considers the hill
state as his second home and
would leave no stone unturned to
help the people here.

“You spend the money and the
Centre would give you more,” he
told the Congress government in

the state. Taking a dig at the state
government led by chief minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, Nadda
said there is only one guarantee of
the Congress -- that the guarantee
would not be fulfilled.

The women of Himachal
Pradesh are still waiting for Rs
1,500 per month, people are still
looking for English-medium gov-
ernment schools, youngsters are
waiting for jobs while farmers are
waiting for the time when cow
dung and milk would be purchased
from them for ` 2 per kg and  ̀ 80-
100 per litre respectively, he said.
This was Nadda’s first visit to his
home state after the BJP’s poll vic-
tories in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. The BJP
president was given a rousing re-
ception at Bilaspur.

Union minister Anurag Thakur
asserted that the BJP would regis-
ter a “hat-trick” in Himachal
Pradesh by winning all the four
Lok Sabha seats in the state in the
2024 general election, adding that
people would vote to make Modi
the Prime  (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)
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Communications blackout and spiralling
hunger compound misery in Gaza
Kuwait’s ruling emir, Sheikh Nawaf
Al Ahmad Al Sabah, dies at age 86
Unemployment,rising prices behind
Parl security breach, says Rahul
Sometimes even judges make mistakes:
Justice Bharat P Deshpande

Financial irregularities over ` 1,500 crore 
transpired under previous regime: BTR chief

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 16: Bodoland Terri-
torial Region (BTR) chief Pramod Boro
made startling allegations on Saturday,
asserting that financial irregularities ex-
ceeding ` 1,500 crore transpired under
the previous regime within the sixth
schedule area. 

Boro informed that a formal probe has
been requested from the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI), and the Assam
government approached to pursue the
matter. “Upon assuming control of BTR,
we inherited a substantial financial bur-
den of ` 3,000 crore. After conducting a
thorough audit, we have successfully re-
duced the liability to approximately `
1,200 crore,” he stated while addressing
the media during a press conference com-

memorating three years in office. 
Boro further highlighted a concerning

issue wherein a work order exceeding `
1,500 crore was sanctioned by the pre-
ceding BTR administration without ap-
propriate financial categorisation. 

Emphasising the severity of the matter,
he mentioned that the Bodoland council
had passed a resolution last year, urging
a CBI investigation into these alleged fi-
nancial irregularities. The chief executive
member underscored the importance of
transparency and accountability in gov-
ernance while seeking justice in the face
of fiscal discrepancies.

Boro further asserted that that their
BTR government aim is to serve the peo-
ple through the development of the re-
gion, adding, “We don’t have the
mentality required for corruption. Our
only goal is serving the people through
the development of BTR”.  He further in-
formed that the BTR government has pri-
oritised providing quality education to the
students. (CONTD. ON PAGE-9)
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NEW DELHI, Dec 16: The food
ministry has issued a fresh order
reversing ban on the use of sugar-
cane juice for making ethanol and
allowed utilisation of the juice as
well as B-heavy molasses to pro-
duce the green fuel in the 2023-24
supply year.

The revised order comes days
after the Centre on December 7
banned use of sugarcane juice and
sugar syrup for the 2023-24 supply
year (November-October) in an
order to ensure adequate sugar
supply in the domestic market and
check prices.

In a directive issued to all sugar
mills and distilleries, the ministry
said the oil marketing companies

(OMCs) will issue a “revised allo-
cation” of “sugarcane juice and B
heavy molasses-based ethanol” for
the 2023-24 supply year to “each
distillery”.

OMCs have been asked to in-
form the food ministry after place-
ment of revised contracts.

After receiving the revised allo-
cation, sugar mills and distilleries
have been asked to supply ethanol
strictly as per the revised quantity
of cane juice and B-heavy mo-
lasses.

“No diversion of sugarcane
juice and B heavy molasses is al-
lowed for production of rectified
spirit and extra neutral alcohol,”
the directive said.

All molasses-based distilleries
will endeavour to make ethanol
from C-heavy molasses, it added.

A decision in this regard, food
secretary Sanjeev Chopra said,
was taken in the meeting of a

committee of ministers held on
Friday.

He said the government has de-
cided to give flexibility to use both
cane juice and B heavy molasses
within a overall cap on diversion
of sugar of up to 17 lakh tonnes in
the current 2023-24 supply year.

Already 6 lakh tonnes of sugar
has been diverted for making
ethanol from cane juice before the
ban, another food ministry official
had said.

The government has estimated
sugar production to decline to
32.3-33 million tonnes in the
2023-24 season (October-Septem-
ber) as against 37.3 million tonnes
in the previous season. (PTI)

Govt issues revised order to allow 
use of sugarcane juice to make ethanol

NEW DELHI, Dec 16: Billionaire Gautam
Adani’s group has acquired a majority stake in
news agency IANS India Pvt Ltd for an undis-
closed sum as the group expands its presence in
the media space.

In a regulatory filing, Adani Enterprises -- the
firm that holds the group’s media interest -- said
its subsidiary “AMG Media Networks Ltd has
acquired a 50.50 per cent stake constituting eq-
uity shares of IANS India Pvt Ltd.”

The company did not disclose the acquisition
price.

Adani had forayed into media business in
March last year when it acquired Quintillion
Business Media, which operates business and fi-
nancial news digital media platform BQ Prime.
It thereafter in December took nearly 65 per cent
stake in broadcaster NDTV.

AMNL was the vehicle for these acquisitions

as well.
In the filing, it said, “AMNL has also signed a

shareholders’ agreement with IANS and Sandeep
Bamzai, a shareholder of IANS, to record their

inter-se rights with respect to IANS.”
IANS had a revenue of ̀ 11.86 crore in the fis-

cal year 2022-23 (April 2022 to March 2023).
“All operational and management control of

IANS will be with AMNL and AMNL will have
the right to appoint all directors of IANS,” the
filing said.

“Pursuant to the acquisition as set out above,
IANS is now a subsidiary of AMNL.”

A first-generation entrepreneur, Adani
started off as a commodities trader in 1988 and
expanded his business interests to become
India’s largest private player in infrastructure,
with 13 ports and eight airports. Over the years
it diversified into producing coal, energy dis-
tribution, data centres and more recently into
cement and copper. It even bid and acquired
5G telecom spectrum to set up a private net-
work. (PTI)

Adani acquires majority stake in news agency IANS

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 16: Realme, on Saturday an-
nounced the launch of its first 5G smartphone in its
“Champion” Series - the realme C67 5G. The realme
C67 5G, the 5G Charging Champion comes with 5G
connectivity and combines a powerful camera, fast
charging, a massive battery, an appealing design, a
powerful 5G chipset, adequate RAM for multitasking,
and generous storage capacity.

The realme C67 5G, aims to deliver young users
with a superlative product experience at a great price.
The C67 5G comes equipped with a powerful 50MP
AI camera that allows users to showcase their creativ-
ity and photography. To ensure that users are able to
view these pictures in top-notch quality, the C67 5G
houses a 120Hz Ultra Smooth Display with FHD+
display and a 91.4% screen-to-body ratio designed for
an immersive experience. It also features the Mini
Capsule 2.0 in a revamped vision design.

The smartphone also gets a 33W SUPERVOOC
Charging solution for fast charging, with a massive

5000 mAh battery that goes from 1 to 50% in just 29
minutes. The realme C67 5G comes powered by the
MediaTek Dimensity 6100+ 5G Chipset that ensures
powerful performance and an overall smooth operat-
ing experience.

The smartphone comes with Dynamic RAM op-
tions of up to 6GB, paired with upto 6GB of RAM and
128GB Storage that provides users with smooth and
efficient multitasking, allowing you to run multiple
apps and switch between tasks seamlessly. The realme
C67 5G boasts a 7.89mm ultra-slim body that ensures
a comfortable grip.

The Realme C67 5G is available in two stunning
colors: Sunny Oasis and Dark Purple which comes in
two storage variants priced at ` 13,999 (4GB+128GB)
and `14,999 (6GB+128GB).

Commenting on the launch, realme spokesper-
son said, “At realme, we are truly committed to
making 5G accessible to all & the new realme C67
5G, the first 5G smartphone of our 'Champion' C
Series is a testament to that unwavering commit-
ment. With the Realme C67 5G, we are redefining
possibilities and setting a new standard for innova-
tion, offering our community of young consumers
a great 5G device that seamlessly integrates the latest
technology while maintaining our commitment to de-
livering exceptional value. As we push the boundaries
of innovation, we remain steadfast in our mission to
provide powerful cutting-edge technology and democ-
ratise 5G in India.”

Realme has always been committed to provide
users with cutting edge technology at an accessible
price point. The Realme C Series is a testament for it
with a massive customer base of over 30 million in
India. From fast charging, camera technology to de-
sign aesthetics, the C Series has made its mark and
each new generation of the C Series smartphones
stands out to lead the segment with its unparalleled
and exciting upgrades across four key areas: charging,
camera, storage, and design.

Realme launches first 5G 
smartphone in ‘Champion’ series

KOLKATA, Dec 16: The Food
Corporation India (FCI) has sold
4.29 lakh metric tonnes of wheat
and 14,760 metric tonnes of non-
fortified rice through 25 open
market e-auctions in West Bengal
from June to December this year,
an official of the agency said on
Saturday.

FCI Deputy General Manager
(West Bengal region) Pradeep
Singh said the Open Market Sales
Scheme (domestic) had been done
through the e-auction portal of M-
junction.

“In a bid to stabilise the prices
of the cereals and also to increase
affordability for the general pub-
lic, the FCI has sold 4.29 lakh
metric tonnes of wheat and 14,760
metric tonnes of non-fortified rice
in West Bengal through 25 open-
market e-auctions from June to
December this year,” Singh said.

The FCI will also continue to
supply the staples through the
public distribution system (PDS)
free of cost, he said.

While the reserve price of
wheat for e-auction sales is 
` 2,150 per quintal, it is ` 2,900
per quintal for non-fortified rice.

Singh said fortified rice is sup-
plied through the PDS only, and
not via the e-auction route.

“West Bengal is a wheat-deficit
state but self-sufficient in rice pro-
duction. For the state, wheat is
procured from Haryana, Punjab
and Madhya Pradesh at the pre-
vailing minimum support price
(MSP) of ` 2,275 per quintal for
marketing season 2024-25,” he
said.

While wheat is procured from
the farmers during the Rabi sea-
son, rice is purchased during the
Kharif season, he said.

According to the official, differ-
entiation in the quantum of pur-
chase of wheat and rice through
the e-auction route has also been
made for big and small processing
units.

Singh said the FCI has also
asked the processors not to hold
stocks over and above the
monthly processing capacity
while bidding for tenders. (PTI)

FCI sells 4.29 lakh MT
of wheat, 14,760 MT of

rice in Bengal through
e-auction

NEW DELHI, Dec 16: Employ-
ees State Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) has decided to set up nine
hospitals in Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, and 17
new dispensaries in Gujarat. The
decision was taken in the 192nd
Meeting of Employees’ State In-
surance Corporation held on Fri-
day at ESIC Headquarters under
the Chairmanship of Union minis-
ter for labour and employment
Bhupender Yadav.

Minister of state for labour and
employment, petroleum and natu-
ral gas Rameswar Teli also at-
tended the meeting as
vice-chairman.

According to a labour ministry
statement issued late in the evening
on Friday, nine new ESI hospitals
in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh
and Uttarakhand, and 17 new dis-
pensaries in Gujarat will be set up
under the ESI Scheme to improve
the healthcare infrastructure.

To neutralise the impact of infla-
tion, the proposal to increase the
basic rate of Permanent Disable-
ment Benefit (PDB) and Depen-
dant’s Benefit (DB) was also
approved by ESI Corporation, the
statement said.

The PDB is paid at the rate of 90
per cent of wages in the form of
monthly payments, depending
upon the extent of loss of earning
capacity as certified by a Medical
Board.

The DB is paid at the rate of 90
per cent of the wage in the form of
monthly payment to the depen-

dants of a deceased insured person
in cases where death occurs due to
employment injury or occupational
hazards.

However, the statement did not
mention the earlier rate of PDB
and DB.

The ESIC also decided to in-
crease the number of beds in its
hospitals in Bibvewadi, Maharash-
tra, and Rourkela, Odisha.

The sanctioned bed strength is
set to increase from 100 to 120 and
from 75 to 150 in ESIC hospital in
Bibvewadi and Rourkela, respec-
tively, as ESI Corporation ac-
corded the approval for the same
during the meeting, the statement
noted.

To provide all the super special-
ity treatment facilities hassle-free
and under one roof, the proposal
for the development of ESIC Hos-
pital Andheri, Mumbai, as a multi-
speciality hospital with a capacity
of 500 beds was approved, it
stated.

The step is taken to modernise
the facilities in the hospital to pro-
vide IPs (insured persons) and their
dependents with modern treatment
facilities. (PTI)

ESIC to set up nine hospitals in 
Maharashtra, MP, Uttarakhand

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 16: India
Yamaha Motor (IYM) Pvt Ltd is
thrilled to announce the launch of
the much-awaited models – the
track-oriented R3 and the street
fighter MT-03 in India, as part of its
heart-revving brand campaign -
The Call of the Blue. These two
iconic motorcycles truly represent
Yamaha’s Racing DNA and under-
score the brand’s unwavering com-
mitment to advancing the premium
motorcycle segment in the Indian
market. The brand aims to meet the
elevated expectations of legions of
riding enthusiasts seeking pure mo-
torcycling experience, maximum
performance, and racing pedigree
from their motorcycles.

The latest additions to Yamaha’s
portfolio, both the models aim to
fulfill the growing aspirations of
young R15 and MT-15 customers
in India. The all new R3 and MT03
boasts a powerful 321cc liquid
cooled, 4-stroke, in-line two-cylin-
der, DOHC and 4-valve per cylin-
der fuel injected engine that
produces 30.9 kW (42 PS) at
10,750rpm of maximum power and
29.5 Nm (3 kg-m) at 9,000rpm of
maximum torque. Additionally,
both the bikes feature, such as
light-weight diamond frame, Up-
side Down Front Forks, long
swingarm and mono-cross rear sus-
pension, multi-function LCD in-
strument cluster, and LED
headlight, taillight & turn signal
light. The R3, with strong genetic
links from YZR-M1, is built to
thrill even hardcore motorcyclists,
while the MT-03, with its daring
and audacious artwork, attracts
those looking for torque and agility
in their ride.

Commenting on this remark-
able day, Eishin Chihana, chair-
man of Yamaha Motor India
Group of Companies said, “As an
integral aspect of the ‘The Call of
the Blue’ brand campaign,
Yamaha is committed to
strengthen its premium segment
range by introducing models that
appeal to the need of young In-
dian consumers. The R-series and
MT-series models enjoy a huge
fan base in India because of their
superior performance and iconic
design. These Yamaha fans have
been waiting for a long time to el-
evate their riding experience with
the larger displacement models in
this series. In alignment with this
dedication, we are excited to an-
nounce today the launch of our
latest – supersport bike, R3 and
hyper-naked, MT-03 in India. We
are confident that both these

models, showcasing Yamaha’s
cutting-edge technology and in-
novation, will undoubtedly capti-
vate the interest of our young
customers in the country and
offer them a thrilling ride experi-
ence. With the addition of these
step-up models in the R-series &
MT-series, we look forward to
further nurture the growing pre-
mium motorcycle segment in
India.”

The R3 has been developed in
line with the product concept of
“Ride the R Anytime”. The track-
oriented characters of the latest
Yamaha R3 offer excellent riding
confidence, quick-revving per-
formance, and high-rpm efficiency.
A near 50/50 weight distribution –
ideal setup for supersport bikes –
exacted in the latest Yamaha R3
smoothly takes care of the handling
performance. The handlebar crown
is made of cast aluminum and pres-
ents a natural steering feel, while
the fuel tank cover ensures unity
between the rider and machine.
Moreover, the design provides bet-
ter aerodynamic efficiency with the
combo of fairings (cowlings),
windscreen, cross layered wing and
air duct work that directs airflow to
the radiator; everything is an aes-
thetic pleasure.

The MT-03 comes from the leg-
endary hyper-naked family and is a
true master of torque. It has been
developed under the concept of
“MTs that stimulate your Pride -
The Evolution to a True MT Sib-
ling”. This version of the MT-series
carries an aggressive design bring-
ing the bold front face with twin-
eye positioned lights and yet
another distinct “MT” look. Fuel
tank area bodywork is well
thought-out, offering a sense of size
and volume for a big-bike appear-
ance that accentuates the masculin-
ity of the bike. Additionally, offers
a snug fit and comfortable sitting
position to the rider. The tightly
packed look for the front assembly
further emphasizes the “mass-for-
ward” body design image high-
lighting the best of MT family.

Both the motorcycles, which is
going to elevate the supersports ex-
perience of Yamaha customers, fea-
ture a compact and lightweight
diamond frame chassis offering op-
timum balance of strength and
rigidity, neutral handling, and easy
maneuverability in traffic.
Equipped with the all-aluminum
DiASil cylinder with offset design
and highly heat resistant pistons,
they ensure stable engine perform-
ance with excellent heat dissipation
and reduced horsepower loss. 

Yamaha launches 
much-awaited R3 

and MT-03 in India

NEW DELHI, Dec 16: Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Chandigarh, and Gujarat are among the
13 states and Union Territories that have again been
categorised as “achievers” in the logistics index chart
2023, according to a report released by the commerce
and industry Ministry on Saturday.

The index is an indicator of the efficiency of logis-
tical services necessary for promoting exports and
economic growth.

As against 15 states and UTs, this year, the number
has reduced to 13 as Himachal Pradesh and Uttarak-
hand have slipped into “aspirers” and “fast movers”
categories, respectively, this year.

Steps taken by Sikkim and Tripura have helped
them move up the ladder to the “achievers” category
from “fast movers” in 2022.

The other states and UTs in the “achievers” cate-
gory are Delhi, Assam, Haryana, Punjab, Telangana,
and Uttar Pradesh.

Kerala, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Andaman
and Nicobar, Lakshadweep, and Puducherry have
been categorised as “fast movers” in the report.

Those in the “aspirers” category include Goa,
Odisha, West Bengal, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Daman and Diu, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh.

The report ranks states on the basis of their logistics
ecosystem, highlights the key logistics-related chal-
lenges faced by the stakeholders and includes sugges-
tive recommendations, according to the fifth LEADS

(Logistics Ease Across Different States) 2023 report
unveiled by commerce and industry minister Piyush
Goyal.

The index aims at enhancing focus on improving
logistics performance across states, which is essential
for improving the country’s trade and reducing trans-
action costs.

Goyal said the logistics sector will play a key role
in taking the country’s economy to about USD 35 tril-
lion by 2047.

Citing a report of economic think tank NCAER, he
said the country’s logistics cost is estimated in the
range of 7.8 per cent to 8.9 per cent.

“Going forward, the aim to bring it down to the 5-
6 per cent level is certainly doable,” he said, adding
that the government has taken a series of measures,
such as investing huge amounts in infrastructure de-
velopment to help promote cut logistics costs.

He suggested the industry to focus on skilled man-
power, enhanced participation of states, use of new
technologies like AI, blockchain and data analytics,
and steps to reduce carbon footprint will further help
in the growth of the country’s logistics sector.

The minister said the LEADS report will play a piv-
otal role in instilling healthy competition among
states/UTs to enhance logistics performance.

LEADS was conceived on the lines of the Logistics
Performance Index (LPI) of the World Bank in 2018.
While the LPI relies entirely on perception-based sur-
veys, LEADS incorporates perception and objectivity,
thereby enhancing the robustness and comprehensive-
ness of this exercise. (PTI)

13 states, UTs among ‘achievers’ in 
logistics performance index: DPIIT report

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 16: Ola Electric, India’s largest
EV company, on Saturday announced its ‘December

to Remember’ campaign to further accelerate #En-
dICEAge mission.

Under the campaign, the all new S1 X+ is now
available with a flat ` 20,000 discount, bringing down
the cost of S1 X+ to ` 89,999 only. This makes the S1
X+ one of the most affordable 2W EV scooters to buy,
overcoming the biggest barrier to adoption. The de-
liveries of the S1 X+ have already kick-started across
the country and the scooter has seen unprecedented
demand.

S1 X+ offers top-notch performance, advanced
tech features and superior ride quality at an affordable
price. It comes with a 3kWh battery and offers a cer-
tified range of 151 km. Powered by a 6kW motor, S1
X+ touches 0-40 kmph in 3.3 seconds and has a top
speed of 90 kmph.

To further boost the EV penetration in the country,
the company has announced its ‘December to Re-
member’ campaign starting 3rd December, with lucra-
tive offers and discount schemes, ending the season
on a high note.

Anshul Khandelwal, chief marketing officer, Ola,
said, “Ola Electric has set a new industry benchmark
with record-breaking sales of 30,000 units in the
month of November. To further accelerate the adop-
tion and make EV’s mainstream, today we are over-
coming the biggest barrier to adoption with our new
S1 X+. With a price equivalent to the leading ICE
scooter, we are confident that the S1 X+ is poised
to #EndICEAge. With our wide range of scooters
along with their attractive price, I firmly believe
that customers will now have no reason to buy an
ICE product.”

Ola electric announces 
‘December to Remember’

OMCs have been asked to inform the food ministry after placement of revised contracts

IANS had a revenue of ` 11.86 crore in the fiscal year 2022-23 (April 2022 to March 2023)
State Level Recruitment Commission for Class-IV Posts 
Assam Administrative Staff College, Jawaharna-

gar, Khanapara, Guwahati-22 

No. SLRC-G-IV/Assam/Advertisement for Analogous Posts-IV/2023-24/01/19 

ADDENDUM

In continuation to the Commission's earlier advertise-
ment No. SLRC-G-IV/Assam/Advertisement for Analogous Posts-
IV/2023-24/01/14 published on 31-10-2023 by State Level
Recruitment Commission for Class-IV Posts, this is for information
of all concerned candidates for Class IV Posts under Government
of Assam that a window is provided in the online applications por-
tal accessible through official website of SEBA
www.sebaonline.org and www.assam.gov.in to enable any appli-
cant who wishes to be considered under the Assam Public Service
(Preferential Appointment) Rules, 1999 to indicate their eligibility
in the said online application portal. 

Sd/- 
Secretary, SLRC for Class-IV Posts

Janasanyog /D/14886/ 23/17-Dec-23
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HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, Dec 16: The situ-
ation turned tense in Moran in Di-
brugarh district after a group of
protesters clashed with the police
on Saturday following the release
of the principal of the Moran
Higher Secondary School from po-
lice custody.

The students and activists of the
All Assam Students’ Union
(AASU) staged protest against the
alleged molestation a student of
the seventh standard by the princi-
pal of the school.

The massive protest led to road
blockades as the agitators staged a
sit-in demonstration in front of the
school.

The police along with CRPF
personnel rushed to the spot to in- tervene and bring the situation under control.

The agitators took to the streets
shouting slogans demanding that
stern action be taken against the
principal.

“We demand the arrest of the
principal who has done such a
shameful act. Such a shameful in-
cident has never happened in the
history of the Moran Higher Sec-
ondary school,” said an activist of
AASU.

He said, “Due to loopholes in
our law, the principal managed to
get bail. He should be sent to jail
for his actions.”

Meanwhile, family members of
the victim filed a written complaint
at the police station in Moran re-
garding the incident.

The matter is being investigated,
said sources.

AASU stages protest over 
molestation of college student

GUWAHATI, Dec 16: The ‘cultural
identity’ of the Assamese community,
which is divided into many tribes and
sects, but bind together by shared
legacy ranging from history to food,
can be the unifying factor for the peo-
ple of the state, eminent personalities
of diverse fields opined.

They maintained that perspectives on
the community by non-resident As-
samese with connections with the state
will help in a better understanding of the
issues facing the state and its people.

“We need more writings by people
who have roots in Assam and are con-
nected with the happenings here, but
have been staying outside for various
reasons. When things are viewed from
a distance, new perspectives emerge,”

litterateur and former director general
of Assam police Kuladhar Saikia said.

An ex-president of Assam Sahitya
Sabha, he mentioned of initiatives
taken by the literary body to connect
second-generation non-resident As-
samese with their language when he
was at the helm of the sabha.

Saikia was speaking at the launch of
a book, ‘The Assamese ‘ A Portrait of
a Community’, by journalist Sangeeta
Barooah Pisharoty here on Friday.

Underlining the importance of lan-
guage for a community to strive, Saikia
said ‘economics of language’ is a vital
concept in this regard.

“Dominance of a handful of lan-
guages in the internet could sound the
death knell for other languages,” the

retired top cop added.
Writer Ratna Bharali Talukdar main-

tained that culture can play the most
crucial role in bringing the Assamese
community together, which is divided
into many tribes and non-tribes.

“We have to downplay the linguistic
differences and explore the power of
cultural identity as a unifying factor,”
she said, adding that there was also a
growing discussion on ‘ecological
identity’ having the power to bring the
entire North Eastern region together.

Pisharoty, sharing an outline of her
book, said she has endeavoured to
present an ‘insider’s view from an out-
sider’s perspective’.

“We, the Assamese people, have a
rich legacy which binds us together.

From our food habits to the jewellery
we wear to our history, it all con-
tributes to the forming of our commu-
nity.

“I have tried to delve into the history
and origins of several of such aspects,
and find the common thread that binds
us together,” the Delhi-based journalist
added.

Emphasising on the ‘cosmopolitan
outlook’ of the Assamese society, an-
other panelist and author Kaushik
Barua maintained it was an inherent
aspect of the state.

“Assamese people have been used to
living and experiencing different reli-
gions, languages, etc and have been ac-
cepting and assimilating. It has given
us a cosmopolitan outlook,” a recipient
of Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar
said.

Noted novelist Arupa Kalita Patan-
gia, sharing her perspectives on the
emergence of Assamese literature and
its journey to the global forum, exuded
hope that books written in Assamese
language will reach the world readers
in greater numbers.

While noting that not many As-
samese language books have been
translated into world languages, the
Sahitya Akademi awardee also empha-
sised on the need for literature to be
able to transcend geographical bound-
aries through its own merit.

Celebrity chef Atul Lahkar, who has
been promoting Assamese cuisine,
dwelt on how food habits of a commu-
nity have a common origin, which also
plays a unifying role.

He urged writers to delve more into
the origin of Assamese cuisine and
document it as it would also serve as a
reservoir of the growth and changes of
the society as a whole. (PTI)

‘Cultural identity’ a unifying factor for Assamese people

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 16:  Village de-
fence parties (VDPs) of 11 villages
affected by human-elephant conflict
near the Kaziranga National Park and
Tiger Reserve have been provided
with torch lights for facilitating miti-
gation of the conflict and promoting
co-existence.

Aaranyak, a biodiversity conserva-
tion organisation of the state distributed
these rechargeable torch lights with
support from US Fish and Wildlife
Service and cooperation from the Kazi-
ranga National Park and Tiger Reserve
authority.

HEC-affected villagers like Jogi
gaon, Diffaloo Bagisa, Kolakhowa,
Koilakha, Dhekiapotar, Borbheta-Am-
lokhi, Borjuri Bosti, Methoni Bagisa,
Lakhoujan, Geleka Balija and Lakshmi-
juri situated near the national park will
be directly benefitted from these torch
lights provided to VDPs of these vil-
lages.

“A key function of a VDP is to coor-
dinate with officials of the forest depart-
ment to protect wildlife and other
resources in the national park, espe-
cially by ensuring round-the-clock vig-

ilance”, said Bibhuti Prasad Lahkar, an
International Union for Conservation of
Nature heritage hero and a senior scien-
tist in Aaranyak.

Aaranyak’s senior official, Manas
Kumar Bhattacharjya, who coordinated
the distribution of the torch lights un-
derscored the necessity of these torch-
lights.

He said, “When VDP members are
on night surveillance, the spotlights will
enable them to spot elephants and other
wildlife, such as rhinoceroses and keep
a close watch to ensure that these ani-
mals do not stray into the human settle-
ment areas. This will ensure the safety
of both villagers and wildlife, ensuring
coexistence among them.”

The lights were distributed among
VDPs in two separate programmes held
on December 14 and 15. Honorary
wildlife warden of the Kaziranga Na-
tional Park and a veteran in the conser-
vation sector, Uttam Saikia moderated
both the torchlights distribution pro-
grammes, indicating his involvement
and support for the initiative.

Deputy ranger, Achyut Krishna
Gogoi and senior forest official
Sashanka Saikia were present at the

event signifying the support of local au-
thorities to the initiative.

The distribution of spotlights paved
the way for involvement local commu-
nities in the mitigation of conflict, pro-
moting a sense of shared responsibility.
This initiative demonstrated a proactive
and community-focused approach to
address the increasing incidents of
human-elephant conflict, emphasising
collaboration between conservation or-
ganisations, local communities and au-
thorities.

Rechargeable spotlights are among
the mitigation tools distributed by
Aaranyak among various stakeholders
in HEC-affected areas in the state and
other parts of the Northeast for facilitat-
ing coexistence.

“Empowering communities in
Bokakhat Range! Thanks to Aaranyak,
we’ve distributed solar charge lights to
8 more Village Defence Parties. Due to
our ongoing efforts, a total of 19 vil-
lages now shine bright, enhancing
safety and community well-being. To-
gether, we illuminate progress!” Kazi-
ranga National Park and Tiger Reserve
twitted on the multi-blogging platform
‘X’ on December 15.

Villager defence parties provided with 
torchlights for man-animal conflict mitigation

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 16: The Guwa-
hati (Northeastern) chapter of East-
ern India Regional Council of the
Institute of Company Secretaries of
India (ICSI) organised the 10th
ICSI NCLT Conclave on Saturday. 

The Institute initiated the ICSI
NCLT Conclave this year to sensi-
tise company secretaries on NCLT
and NCLAT practices and build
their capacities, by organising sem-
inars across fifteen different loca-
tions in India. The topics for these
seminars were suggested by the

president, NCLT.
The 10th Conclave held in

Guwahati was graced by Justice
Kalyan Surana, Gauhati High Court
& Justice Soumitra Saikia, Gauhati
High Court as the Chief Guest(s)
Vinod Sharma, regional director,
Ministry of corporate affairs, North-
eastern region graced the occasion
as the guest of honour.  

While addressing the gathering,
CS Manish Gupta, president, The
ICSI said about the importance of
ICSI NCLT Conclave and the ob-
jective behind the same is to uplift

the capacity of the Professional in
NCLT area.

CS Sandip Kumar Kejriwal,
council member and chairman,
practising secretaries committee,
the ICSI and CS Nikhil Jain Gang-
wal, chairman, Guwahati (North
Eastern) Chapter of EIRC of the
ICSI were also present at the Con-
clave along with other renowned
guests.

The Guwahati (Northeastern)
chapter also released its 8th Half
Yearly e-Newsletter on the occa-
sion.

ICSI Guwahati Chapter organises 
10th ICSI NCLT Conclave 

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALI, Dec 16: Officials
of the Biswanath wildlife division on Saturday
rescued a deer that had strayed from the Kazi-
ranga National Park and entered the Bhojmari
village in the south-western part of Biswanath.

According to sources, the deer had strayed
into the Bhojmarti village from the adjoining
national park early during the day. The villagers
on seeing the animal, immediately contacted the
local forest officials.

Soon a team of officials from the Biswanath
wildlife division arrived in the village and res-
cued the deer. The animal was freed into the
Kaziranga National Park after being adminis-
tered with primary treatment.

Deer rescued in Biswanath

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, Dec 16: State trans-
port, excise and fishery minister
Parimal Suklavaidya has directed
the Sivasagar district administration
to initiate action against traffic rule
violations so as to prevent the in-
creasing number of road accidents
in the district.

The excise minister visited
Sivasagar, Nazira, and Demow re-
cently to review the development
works of different departments con-
cerned. He held a review meeting
with officials of various depart-
ments at the Sukapha Bhawan in
Sivasagar town.

Suklavaidya discussed in detail
the alarming rise in road accidents
with Sivasagar district commis-
sioner, Aditya Vikram Yadav, SP
Sivasagar Subhrajyoti Bora, and
district transport officials. They de-
liberated on ways to minimize road
accident and the minister directed
them to adopt strict measures
against all violations of traffic rules.

He also directed the Lok Nirman
department to mark the speed limits
and other road signs to help the pub-
lic and students while using public
roads. Suklavaidya, in reply to
queries from the media, clarified
that the government has no role in
the increase of road accidents by in-
creasing licensed wine shops in the
state. He said that those who take al-
cohol should avoid coming out in
the streets in an inebriated state.

The Minster also took part in a
motorcycle procession to Gauris-
agar, Nazira, and Demow and re-
viewed the measures undertaken by
the transport, police, and Lok Nir-
man departments in maintaining
traffic rules as part of the awareness
campaigns being organized as part
of the Road Safety Week.

Suklavaidya  directs
Sivasagar administration 
to take action against 
traffic rules violations

HT Correspondent
MORIGAON, Dec 16: A district
level self-help group (SHG) credit
camp was organized by the Dis-
trict Mission Management Unit
(DMMU) of the Assam State
Rural Livelihood Mission
(ASRLM) at Pobitora in Mori-
gaon on Saturday. A meeting was
held during which cheques were
distributed among SHGs of the
district. The CEO of Morigaon
Zila Parishad, Lakhi Nandan So-
haria distributed cheques to the
beneficiaries during the pro-
gramme. DPM of ASRLM,  Samir
Choudhary also felicitated a few
people on the occasion. 

SHG credit camp held 
HT Correspondent

DEMOW, Dec 16: The fourth Sishu Grantha Utsav 2023,
began at the Bidyakunja Jatiya Vidyalay Bokota Khamun
near Demow in Sivasagar district on Friday.

The book fair has been organized by the Adhyan Chakra
Bokota, Bokota-Bakharbegena Senior Citizen Sanmillan
in association with the Bidyakunja Jatiya Vidyalay and all
local schools of Bokota. The three-day event will conclude
on December 17.

On the inaugurating day of the book fair on Friday,
Smiti Tarpan (floral tributes) was offered by Purnanda
Gharphalia and Umesh Mohan. The Grantha Utsav was
inaugurated by Akhim Chutia, principal of the Sepon Col-
lege on Friday. Mahendra Sarma, Khelua block primary
education officer was present in the programme as chief
guest. As part of the literary festival a quiz competition,
letter writing competitions along with other programmes
were organized. Several different programmes were also
held on Saturday.

4th Sishu Grantha Utsav underway in Bokota

PRESS COMMUNIQUE
No.BW.04/2023/11

It is notified for general information that the outstanding balance of 8.04%
ASSAM SDL, 2024 issued in terms of the Government of Assam, Finance Depart-
ment's Notification No.BW.01/2018/PT/149 dated January 11, 2019 will be repaid
at par on January 16, 2024 with interest due up to and including January 15, 2024.
In the event of a holiday being declared on the aforesaid date by the Government
of Assam under the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, the loan will be repaid by
the paying offices in this State on the previous working day. No interest will accrue
on the loan from and after January 16, 2024.
2. As per Sub-regulation 24 (2) and 24 (3) of Government Securities Regu-
lations, 2007, payment of maturity proceeds to the registered holder of Government
Security held in the form of Subsidiary General Ledger or Constituent Subsidiary
General Ledger account or Stock Certificate shall be made by a pay order incorpo-
rating the relevant particulars of his bank account or by credit to the account of the
holder in any bank having facility of receipt of funds through electronic means. For
the purpose of making payment in respect of the securities, the original subscriber
or the subsequent holders of such a Government Securities, as the case may be,
shall submit to the Bank or Treasury and Sub-Treasury or  branch of State Bank of
India where they are enfaced/registered for payment of interest, as the case may
be, the relevant particulars of their bank account. 
3. However, in the absence of relevant particulars of bank account/mandate
for receipt of funds through electronic means, to facilitate repayment on the due
date, holders of 8.04% ASSAM SDL, 2024, should tender their securities at the
Public Debt Office, 20 days in advance. The securities should be tendered for re-
payment, duly discharged on the reverse thereof as under:- 

"Received the Principal due on the Certificate". 
4. It should be particularly noted that at places where the treasury work is
done by a branch of the State Bank of India, the securities, if they are in the form
of Stock Certificates, should be tendered at the branch of the bank concerned and
not at the Treasury or Sub-treasury. 
5. Holders who wish to receive payment at places other than those where
the securities have been enfaced for payment should send them duly discharged
to the Public Debt Office concerned by Registered and Insured Post. The Public
Debt Office will make payment by issuing a draft payable at any Treasury/Sub-Trea-
sury or branch of State Bank of India conducting Government Treasury work in the
State of Assam. 

Sd/-
Commissioner & Secretary to the Government of Assam 

Finance Department 
Janasanyog /D/14830/23/17-Dec-23

Janasanyog /DF/2171/ 23/17-Dec-23

Tribes of Assam are bound together by shared legacy

AASU demands stringent punishment against the accused
principal of school of which victim is student

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 16: The newly
appointed district police officer of
Kokrajhar district, Tarun Goel on
Saturday visited the Auniati Higher
Secondary School in Majuli.

He was impressed by the school
environment and the students and
expressed his desire to interact with
them. He also admired the Satriya
culture of the river island.

During the visit he conducted a
teaching programme for the stu-
dents before the start of the after-
noon examinations. He explained

how to pass competitive exams
based on his preparation.

Goel quoted Vivekananda and
Mahatma Gandhi in a very interest-
ing way to offer various trips to the
students to win the competition.

Assistant headmaster-in-charge
of the Auniati Higher Secondary
School, Kamal Dutta thanked Goel
for inspiring the students. The
Haryana resident is a 2022 Assam
cadre IPS officer. He was accompa-
nied by Inspector Prashant Charen-
gia of Dergaon Police Training
College.

Kokrajhar district police officer visits Majuli school
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By: Girish Linganna

On Thursday (December 14,
2023), the President of Russia
conducted his first end-of-year

news conference since the commence-
ment of the conflict in Ukraine.
Vladimir Putin stated that he still has
unchanged goals in Ukraine and will
continue to pursue them until there is
peace.

The event took place shortly after
Putin’s announcement of his intention to
participate in the 2024 presidential elec-
tion. Given his strong position, it is
widely expected that the 71-year-old
leader will secure a fifth term, extending
his time in power until 2030. This vic-
tory would further solidify his position
as president, with a total of 24 years in
office.

While last year saw the cancellation
of the traditional annual press confer-
ence, this year’s event offered invalu-
able insights into the geopolitical shifts
and Russia’s goals. It reflected Putin’s
strong position amid various challenges
and expanding international ties.

It is worth noting that, last year, Putin
broke tradition and cancelled the annual
press conference. This decision marked
the first time in a decade that he did not
hold the conference. However, this
year’s press conference covered key
topics, such as the ongoing fighting in
Ukraine, the issue of payments to sol-
diers and their families, and the state of
the economy. These themes formed the
core focus of the event.

The press conference provided an op-
portunity for Putin to address concerns
regarding the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine and to outline his goals for the
region. During the public Q&A session,
President Putin expressed his view that
peace in Ukraine could be achieved
through de-Nazification, demilitariza-
tion and establishing a neutral status for
the country. This viewpoint has consis-
tently been expressed since the Russian
invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.

Putin revealed that there were cur-
rently around 617,000 Russian soldiers
deployed in Ukraine, with approxi-
mately 244,000 called up to fight along-
side the professional Russian military
forces. However, he stated that there
was no immediate need for further mo-
bilization of reservists. Putin also re-

vealed that around 486,000 individuals
had voluntarily signed up as contract
soldiers in addition to the 300,000 peo-
ple called up last year. He emphasized
that the flow of new recruits was not di-
minishing.

Putin also highlighted the tragic situ-
ation for Ukrainian troops trying to es-
tablish a presence on the eastern bank of
the Dniproriver, in the Kherson region.
He emphasized the significance of
maintaining existing United Nations
mechanisms, including the veto power
held by permanent members of the UN
Security Council.

In terms of Russia’s relationship with
China, Putin emphasized that the part-
nership between the two countries had
reached its peak level in history. This
strategic alliance had solidified their po-
sitions as major players in global affairs
and allowed for increased cooperation
on economic, political and military
fronts, he added.

Putin also addressed concerns about
the 2024 Paris Summer Olympics. He
stated that he did not oppose Russian
athletes participating, but raised doubts
about whether the event aimed to por-
tray Russian sports as in decline. He em-
phasized the need to carefully examine
the conditions set by the International
Olympic Committee, as they might ex-
clude top Russian athletes and depict
Russian sports as diminishing. This re-
flects Putin’s commitment to maintain-
ing Russia’s standing in international
sporting events.

The press conference took place
against the backdrop of Western coun-
tries acknowledging Ukraine’s unsuc-
cessful counter-offensive. Reports

indicated that the United States was con-
sidering pressuring Ukraine to negotiate
with Russia or seek a way to freeze the
conflict. Furthermore, the Hungary veto
has added to Ukraine’s challenges. Hun-
gary has reportedly blocked the ap-
proval of a $54-billion aid package for
Ukraine within the European Union,
using this veto as a form of political
leverage to express opposition—or dis-
agreement—with the proposed measure.

Disillusionment in the Arab and Mus-
lim world regarding the United States’
support for Israel in the Gaza war has
led to a shift in focus towards Russia
and China, who have expressed their
commitment to an immediate ceasefire
and a two-state solution. Putin’s recent
visit to the Middle East attracted signif-
icant attention, drawing Western pundits
to acknowledge the failure of attempts
to isolate Russia and its leader. Through-
out the special military operation, Rus-
sia effectively adjusted to Western
sanctions and fostered stronger relation-
ships with countries in the Global South
and non-Western regions.

In terms of Russia’s economy, Putin
acknowledged the impact of interna-
tional sanctions on the country. How-
ever, he highlighted the resilience and
adaptability of the Russian economy,
which has managed to weather the
storm and continue its development. He
emphasized the importance of domestic
industries and diversifying the economy
to ensure long-term stability and
growth.

Putin’s press conference also shed
light on his stance on international rela-
tions. He stressed the significance of
maintaining existing United Nations
mechanisms, including the veto power
held by permanent members of the UN
Security Council. This reaffirmed Rus-
sia’s commitment to its role as a global
power and its desire to maintain influ-
ence on the international stage.

Overall, Putin’s end-of-year press
conference provided valuable insights
into the geopolitical shifts and Russia’s
goals. It showcased Putin’s strong posi-
tion as a leader and his determination to
pursue Russia’s interests, particularly in
Ukraine. The event highlighted the chal-
lenges faced by Russia in navigating in-
ternational relations and showcased the
country’s adaptability in the face of ex-
ternal pressures. (IPA Service)

By: Kumardeep Banerjee

India’s close ally in the Indian Ocean region, a country with
which it shares maritime boundaries seems favourably tilt-
ing towards China under its newly elected president Dr Mo-

hammed Muizzu. Maldives and India have had a warm
relationship so far, bolstered by Muizzu’s predecessor Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih, who was widely seen to be favourably in-
clined to India. Two incidents have triggered fresh concerns
about this ally of India in the Indian Ocean region.

First, in one of his foreign visits after being president,
Muizzu chose to visit Türkiye and establish an embassy in
Ankara. The press release from the president’s office rea-
soned it out as “the Maldives importing many essential com-
modities used in daily life and other important items from
Türkiye and as part of additional efforts to encourage Turkish
investment in the Maldives and export Maldivian goods. Fur-
thermore, the number of Maldivian students studying in
Türkiye for higher education and the Maldivian tourists travel-
ling to Türkiye are increasing rapidly. ”

Second, Maldives sent its vice president Hussain Mohamed
Latheef to China sponsored China-Indian Ocean Region
Forum on Development Cooperation (IORFDC), while ignor-
ing any concurrent gesture in a similar forum the Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA), earlier. The Vice president during his
address to the IORFDC made a special mention regarding de-
veloping closer relations with China. The press release stated
“China has been crucial to the Maldives' recent development
and highlighted the two countries' solid shared commitment
to a people-centric strategy, aiming to promote social devel-
opment, peace, and prosperity.” He added that the recently
inaugurated President of the Maldives, HE Dr Mohamed
Muizzu, and his administration are dedicated to fortifying the
long-standing relations between China and the Maldives, built
upon the foundation of mutual respect and shared goals.

Now both of these events, when looked at from an India
angle, raise concerns, as both Turkey and China have not
been favourable towards India’s unique security interests, on
land and the ocean. To be sure, there has been an anti-India
rhetoric brewing in Maldives for the last few years, accentu-
ated more so during Muizzu’s noisy political campaign. The
anti-India campaign shot to prominence in 2020, primarily due
to a minor Indian military presence in Maldives. However, it
was enough for the opposition parties to raise it as a cause of
concern against the sovereignty of this strategic island coun-
try. Almost two decades back a similar sentiment was echoed
across Male and other neighbouring islands dotting the Indian
Ocean, under the then leader Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gay-
oom, who along with his colleagues had indulged in Anti India
sloganeering, to curry favours from China. Maldives is strate-
gically located in the busy Indian Ocean maritime trade route
and its geography makes it a strategic location for any country,
wanting to have a reasonable say on maritime geopolitics.
The presence of a few Indian military personnel to man some
aerial stations from a security perspective for the island coun-
try has created a rift in the India-Maldives bilateral.

Muizzu and Indian PM Narendra Modi met up in Dubai, on
the sidelines of the high-level climate summit. On his return
from Dubai he said “Even in my first meeting after taking the
oath of office, I communicated very clearly that we do not want
foreign military troops in Maldives... In all our communications,
India has agreed to accommodate this”. The Indian press re-
lease post the meeting of the leaders did not mention any of
the pricky issues even though in an earlier social media post
Modi had indicated respecting the democratic decision of the
citizens of Maldives, meaning, India may be willing to work
with Muizzu government and let not the bilateral relationship
sail away. India has so far maintained its neighbourhood-first
approach and looks like it is willing to continue its down-south
approach. (Courtesy: The Pioneer)

Testing time for 
India-Maldives ties

President Putin is exuding confidence in
achieving Russian aims in Ukraine war

Bangladesh outperforms other South
Asian countries in global terrorism index

By: M A Hossain

In the intricate mosaic of global
counterterrorism endeavours,
Bangladesh emerges as a nation

adeptly navigating the multifaceted
challenges posed by terrorist activi-
ties. The recently published Country
Reports on Terrorism for the year
2022 by the US State Department,
furnished a comprehensive and per-
ceptive elucidation of Bangladesh’s
counterterrorism milieu.

Throughout the annals of 2022,
Bangladesh encountered a relatively
small number of instances of terrorist
violence, chiefly attributable to the
relentless pursuit of militant groups
by the authorities. The report accen-
tuates the fact that Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, an unwavering lumi-
nary at the nation’s helm, along with
other governmental functionaries,
consistently underscored the coun-
try’s unequivocal stance against ter-
rorism. Sheikh Hasina’s steadfast
commitment to expelling terrorism
from the nation has propelled the vig-
orous counterterrorism initiatives un-
dertaken by Bangladesh.

The leadership of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina is distinguished by a
proactive and resolute approach
aimed at ensuring the safety and se-
curity of the nation. Despite con-
fronting myriad challenges, including
the repudiation of the presence of
globally organized militant factions,
Sheikh Hasina has exhibited unwa-
vering determination in her ‘Zero Tol-
erance’ policy against terrorism,
safeguarding the tranquillity and sta-
bility of Bangladesh. The Institute for
Economics and Peace, a Sydney-
based organization specializing in ter-
rorism studies, unveiled a report on
April 10, 2023. 

Remarkably, Bangladesh outper-
forms Pakistan, India, and Sri Lanka,
as well as the United States and the
United Kingdom in the Global Terror-
ism Index, as per the report. This
index meticulously analyzes a coun-
try’s annual incidence of terrorist ac-
tivities, hostage situations, and
casualties. Afghanistan claims the un-
desirable top spot for terrorism, with
Pakistan at 6, India at 13, the United
States at 30, the United Kingdom at

42, and Bangladesh securing the 43rd
position.

The data reveals a noteworthy trend
for Bangladesh, ranking 40th in 2022,
43rd in 2023, and notably surging to
22nd in 2016. In essence, since 2016,
Bangladesh has consistently elevated
its standing in the global fight against
terrorism. Notably, when compared to
other South Asian countries, as well
as the United States, Bangladesh has
maintained a commendable lead.
Consequently, the report stands as a
distinctly positive affirmation of
Bangladesh’s concerted efforts in
combating terrorism on the interna-
tional stage.

These militant factions, driven by
the objective of destabilizing the law
and order situation in Bangladesh
with a clandestine agenda of ousting
Sheikh Hasina from power, had con-
verged into a formidable force. Sys-
tematically orchestrated assaults,
targeting individuals of a secularist
disposition, journalists, bloggers, and
even foreigners, became an unset-
tlingly recurrent phenomenon. At this
critical juncture, the Sheikh Hasina-
led-Awami League government initi-
ated resolute measures against these
elements, with the international com-
munity, notably the United States,
playing a remarkably effective role.
Their contribution involved the adept
training of members within law en-
forcement agencies, including the
Rapid Action Battalion (RAB),
thereby endowing these agencies with
the capacity to effectively counteract
terrorism and militancy within the na-
tion.

A salient development spotlighted
in the report is the October proclama-
tion of operations against Jama’atul
Ansar Fil Hindal Sharqiya (JAHS),
purportedly an AL-Qaeda-inspired
group. Authorities disclosed that
JAHS were undergoing training in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) with in-
tentions of executing attacks else-
where. In 1996, Sheikh Hasina’s first
government freed the Chittagong Hill
Tracts from the insurgency problem.
The Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), a
counterterrorism expert unit,
launched operations to thwart this po-
tential menace, underscoring a proac-
tive and preemptive stance in the

realm of counterterrorism.
The delineation between terrorists

and insurgents is rapidly diminishing.
In nations where these elements stem
from the mainstream population, the
efficacy of counterterrorism and
counterinsurgency (CT-COIN) opera-
tions becomes uncertain. 

The success of such endeavours
hinges on grappling with the intricate
socio-political and economic issues at
play in these regions. Recognizing
that terrorism transcends the bounds
of a mere law-and-order predicament,
it becomes evident that facile reme-
dies or reliance on police and military
interventions are inadequate. But, in
reality, the government and its agen-
cies are still successful in curbing the
extremist threat in Bangladesh. 

The recent sanction imposed on the
Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) in
Bangladesh by the US State Depart-
ment, while ostensibly symbolic, has
impeded the commendable work and
noble purpose that RAB strives to
achieve. The repercussions of this
sanction are poised to inflict hardship
primarily upon the ordinary, peace-
loving citizens of Bangladesh. In ef-
fect, America appears to be stemming
an ostensibly noble initiative against
terrorism, assuming a dubious role by
obstructing those actively involved in
the ongoing battle against terrorism.
This situation underscores the com-
plexities and unintended conse-
quences that can arise in the realm of
international relations and counterter-
rorism efforts.

Terrorism, a ubiquitous global phe-
nomenon, is not the exclusive respon-
sibility of any single nation, nor is
any nation obligated to combat it in
isolation. Rather, it constitutes a col-
lective responsibility, necessitating
the engagement of every country. In
Bangladesh, the Rapid Action Battal-
ion (RAB) is diligently striving to
make a meaningful contribution to
global peace by adopting a robust
stance against local, regional, and in-
ternational terrorism. Through its
concerted efforts, RAB aims to be a
proactive participant in the broader
collaborative endeavour to mitigate
the pervasive threat of terrorism on
local, regional, and global scales.
(IPA Service)

Ne o - l i b e r a l i s m
propagates a set of
outright false-

hoods to present itself in a
favourable light compared
to the preceding dirigiste
regime in India. The basic
theme is to suggest that
under neo-liberalism there
has been such an acceler-
ation of the growth rate of
Gross Domestic Product
that the people as a whole
have become much better
off, and vast masses of
them have been lifted out
of poverty (one particular
enthusiast has even
claimed that poverty now
afflicts only 2 per cent of
the population). Of course
the dirigiste period was
not all milk and honey,
and nobody criticised it
more trenchantly than the
Left; but the claim that
neo-liberalism represents
an advance over it as far as
the people’s living stan-
dard is concerned is a pre-
posterous one.

I shall confine myself
here to economic indica-
tors alone, and not go into
the massive impact that
neo-liberalism has had in
undermining democracy
(even before the current
fascistic regime), in mak-
ing self-centredness and
self-interest far more per-
vasive in society than ear-
lier (as is to be expected
under unrestrained capital-
ism), in giving rise to an
aggrandising elite which
has nothing but contempt
for the poor, and in de-
stroying the moral com-
pass of the nation so
thoroughly that it has even
led to a situation where a
demonstration of public
anger against the worst
genocide in living mem-
ory is disallowed by the
government without caus-
ing media outrage.

The most tangible and
tragic economic indicator
is the suicide of over three
lakh peasants and agricul-
tural labourers in the last
three decades, which has
certainly had no precedent
in post-independence
India and whose roots can
be traced directly to the
distress into which peas-
ant agriculture has been

driven owing to the with-
drawal of State support
under neo-liberalism. This
withdrawal is especially
evident in the removal of
price-support for cash
crops that had been avail-
able earlier, resulting in
domestic prices fluctuat-
ing wildly in sync with the
world prices of these
crops.

While agrarian distress
has reduced the number of
“cultivators” by 15 mil-
lion between the 1991 and
2011 censuses, pushing
some peasants into the
ranks of agricultural
labourers and others to
migrate to cities in search
of jobs, the growth in em-
ployment has slowed
down compared to the di-
rigiste era. While the rate
of growth of employment
has been estimated at
roughly 2 per cent per
annum during the low-
GDP-growth dirigiste era,
which was still not high
enough to make a dent on
the relative size of the
labour reserves that had
existed earlier as a legacy
of colonialism, in the neo-
liberal era it has dropped
to just 1 per cent per
annum which is even
lower than the average
rate of population growth
over this period, resulting
in an increase in the rela-
tive size of labour re-
serves. What is more,
according to one estimate
(CMIE) even the absolute
number of employed per-
sons has remained more or
less unchanged over the
last five years.

This decline in the rate
of employment growth
even in the face of an ac-
celeration in GDP growth
can be explained by a
sharp rise in the rate of
growth of labour produc-
tivity, which has been
brought about by the ex-
posure of the economy to
intense foreign competi-
tion that neo-liberalism
has entailed. The conse-
quent increase in the rela-
tive size of the labour
reserves has kept the per
capita real incomes of the
work-force more or less
tied to a subsistence level,

which, in view of the rapid
rate of labour productivity
growth, has entailed a
sharp rise
in the
share of
economic
surplus in
GDP. The
neo-liberal period has seen
as a result a remarkable in-
crease in income inequal-
ity, and the acquiring of
unprecedented prosperity
not just by the big capital-
ists but by a thin upper
stratum of “hangers on”
that comprises votaries of
neo-liberalism.

The extent of increase
in income inequality is ev-
ident from estimates by
two French economists,
Thomas Piketty and Lucas
Chancel, who use Indian
income tax data for this
purpose. They look at the
share of the top 1 per cent
in total national income,
and find a decline in this
share after independence
to as low as 6 per cent in
1982; after that however it
has increased, especially
in the neo-liberal period,
to reach a high of about 22
per cent in 2013-14 and
2014-15, the latest year
for which they have data.
At this level, the share of
the top 1 per cent was
higher than it has ever
been since 1922, when the
income tax was first intro-
duced in India. It is this
rise in the share of eco-
nomic surplus, not just in
India but in the world as a
whole that is responsible
for creating an over-pro-
duction crisis which has

brought the neo-liberal
regime to a dead-end.

While the per capita real
i n c o m e
of the
w o r k -
force has
not in-
creased,

the rise in the ratio of the
reserve army of labour to
the work-force has meant
an overall decline in the
per capita real income of
the labour-force (viz. the
force consisting of the em-
ployed, the unemployed
and the underemployed).
It is not surprising that the
relative size of those liv-
ing in absolute poverty
has increased. To be sure,
they now have access to
better common infrastruc-
ture facilities in the form
of roads and streetlights,
but their deprivation is ev-
ident in the decline in their
per capita intake of the
most elemental necessity,
viz. foodgrains.

Studying poverty began
in India by taking 1973-74
as the base year, and the
Planning Commission
took lack of access to
2200 calories per person
per day in rural India and
2100 calories per person
per day in urban India as
the definition of absolute
poverty. 

Since then all kinds of
subterfuges have been
adopted by the govern-
ment and by institutions
like the World Bank to
change this definition and
show a decline in poverty;
but let us stick to this
basic, clear-cut definition.

In 1973-74 the ratio of
the rural population below
2200 calories was 56.4 per
cent and the ratio of the
urban population below
2100 calories was 49.2 per
cent. This had gone up
slightly for rural India to
58 per cent and more no-
ticeably for urban India to
57 per cent by 1993-94, by
which time neo-liberal
policies had already been
adopted (some date this
adoption to the mid-eight-
ies). By 2011-12 however
there had been a further
notable rise in poverty in
both segments, 68 per cent
in rural India and 65 per
cent in urban India.

The next NSS consump-
tion survey was carried
out in 2017-18; but the
figures showed such a bad
situation compared to
2011, that the Modi gov-
ernment decided to with-
draw the findings
altogether. The data
leaked out before the sup-
pression of the NSS report
however show an un-
precedented decline in per
capita real consumption
expenditure on all goods
and services, by 9 per cent
for all-India rural, be-
tween 2011-12 and 2017-
18. The estimated
proportion of rural popu-
lation below 2200 calories
intake, works out to more
than 80 per cent in the lat-
ter year. (These figures are
taken from Utsa Patnaik’s
updated report Exploring
the Poverty Question sub-
mitted earlier to the
ICSSR).

It is not surprising that

India’s rank on the Global
Hunger Index is 111 out of
the 125 countries for
which this index is pre-
pared, and that this rank is
lower than that of our
neighbours like Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka
and Nepal.

These poverty figures
are in complete sync with
what overall per capita
foodgrain availability data
suggest. At the beginning
of the twentieth century
per capita foodgrain avail-
ability for British India
was about 200 kg per
annum; it declined
steadily to about 138 kg at
the time of independence,
or, if we take the average
for the quinquennium end-
ing 1946-47 to just less
than 150 kg. After inde-
pendence this declining
trend was reversed until
around the end of the
1980s; but since then per
capita foodgrain availabil-
ity has remained more or
less constant (with a drop
followed by a recovery). If
we assume, reasonably,
that indirect consumption
of foodgrains by, say, the
top 10 per cent of the pop-
ulation (and we have
noted that they have be-
come richer) in the form
of processed foods and
feed-grains (entering into
animal products) has been
increasing per capita, then
the per capita availability
for the rest of the popula-
tion must be declining.

Thus, whether we take
the macro picture or the
results of the consumer
expenditure surveys con-
ducted by the NSS, the
consistent story that
emerges is one of a rise in
ratio of persons in ab-
solute poverty. This ratio
which is likely to have
been declining in the pe-
riod of dirigisme has in-
creased under
neo-liberalism.

The propagandists of
neo-liberalism not only
suppress this fact but re-
sort to various subterfuges
to prove, dishonestly, that
the neo-liberal era has
been a period of milk and
honey for all. (IPA Serv-
ice)

Neo-Liberal regime in India has led to 
income inequality and farmers distress

DEGREE OF THOUGHT

By: Prabhat Patnaik
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By: Suresh Chandra

Dr. Satyavan Saurabh, born in
Haryana in 1989, is a well-
known signature of children’s

literature. Writer, journalist, and trans-
lator Dr. Saurabh has created abundant
literature for children as well as adults.
Along with books of children’s poetry,
he has made a significant contribution
to Hindi literature by creating many
works of couplets, stories, poems,
translations, adaptations, and edits in
adult literature. He has been enriching
literature by writing independently for
twenty years.

Pragyan is a beautiful collection of
fifty-one children’s poems by children’s
litterateur Dr. Satyavan Saurabh. Vari-
ous colours of life can be seen in these
poems. There is beauty in nature and
there is also the ugliness of society.
While there is a vivid depiction of the
joys of childhood, there is a touching
description of children burdened with
work due to financial constraints.
Childhood is the golden period of life
but not all children have the same child-
hood. The childhood of some children
is crushed by the cruel hands of time. A
glimpse of this struggle can be seen in
this collection-

Get education on paper, only love in
promises.

Sharing speeches, love, and affection
on Children’s Day.

In search of two breads, he robs the
world.

Crawling on the sidewalks, carrying
bags.

Childhood is getting affection like
this, Saurabh every day.

Got lullabies of abuse, gifts of kicks.

The first poem of the collection is
‘Bane Santan Adarsh Hamari’, in which
a parent cherishes dreams for his up-
coming child. How do parents want
their children? The poet thinks about
his upcoming child. Giving the exam-
ple of our heroes, the poet says that his
child should also incorporate their good
qualities in life and follow the path
shown by them. In this poem, our he-
roes and heroines have been depicted
naturally. The poet believes that it is
important for every common child to
have our ideals -

If you have a son, he should be like
Prahlad, he should follow the path of
religion.

May he become as steadfast as the
North Star and show the true path to
everyone.

By giving birth to a daughter, I will
light the flame of friendship, Gargi, and
knowledge.

Let my children become ideal, I will
teach them those things.

Children’s literature is children’s lit-
erature. In this, the tender feelings of
children are taken care of. Children like
entertainment, but the poet wants chil-
dren to get information about life too.
The poet also considers it his duty to
make children aware of the inconsisten-
cies prevalent around him. He wants to
extend the sensitivity of children to the
entire society. This emotional sentiment
of the poet in the poem ‘Google Ki
Aosh Mein’ is touching -

The phone has taken away all the
joys from childhood.

Grandmother sat and watched the
change in generation.

The mind yearns for things, wonder-
ing who is at home.

Everyone is sitting silent, holding the
phone.

What kind of change is coming in the
new century?

Today I am more interested in phones
than in relationships.

Children feel connected to nature.
Natural scenes attract them a lot. The
little child inside the poet also looks at
these beautiful scenes of nature with
fascination. ‘Bachpan ke woh Geet’ is
one such poem in which the poet has
humanized childhood and depicts its
changing form every moment in a very
beautiful manner. The use of symbolic
and figurative style is immediately vis-
ible -

Whenever I sit, I remember my child-
hood.

My mind started to wander, I started
talking to fairies.

I still like those songs of childhood.

The mother sings a lullaby, a strange
love.

The phone has taken away all the

joys from childhood.

Grandmother sat and watched the
change in generation.

The poet’s compassion extends from
every destitute person to animals.
Today, the poet urges to behave with
equality, cooperation, and sympathy to-
wards the condition of cows and ani-
mals across the country and says in the
poem ‘Plight of Cows’ -

Hey, please pay attention to Mother
Cow today.

The one who kept feeding milk, ate
dry mouthfuls.

What milk came from the udder,
Saurabh got squeezed.

To a cow like a mother, let it wander.

There are cows in our country, help-
less and orphaned.

That’s why he doesn’t get company in
his own home.

The child’s world revolves around
the mother and the mother’s world con-
sists of children. The mother herself
wants to give every happiness to the
child by enduring sorrow. ‘Maa
Hariyali Doob’ is a small poem but in
this poem, the poet has deeply ex-
pressed all the love for the mother -

What kind of feeling is hidden in your
lap?

Mother, I sleep peacefully when you
are near.

Mother is the mine of love, God on
earth.

Praise the mother, the greatest of all.

Mother is like the words of a poem,
the language of a story.

It got mixed in the juice of couplets,
it gave life to the verses.

Mother is the pivot of the family. The

house runs smoothly only because of
the mother’s sacrifice and dedication.
While taking care of the comforts of the
family members, the mother never pays
attention to her happiness. In the poem
‘Aanchal Ki Chhaya’, a child shows his
sincere sympathy towards this sacrifi-
cial form of his mother and says -

Temple - Oh holy, auspicious, and
pure.

Mother always gives us the support
of life.

Mother is the embodiment of renun-
ciation and sacrifice.

Shadow of Anchal, the sunshine of
every crisis.

In this world, like a mother, Sujan is
not Saurabh.

All the knowledge of Geeta is con-
tained in her mother’s words.

The poet believes that we should ac-
cept changes easily. Elderly people
have always been strong pillars of the
family. The poet does not like his de-
parture. After the departure of his
grandparents, the poet’s life has be-
come desolate, the poet imagines in
various ways so that he remembers
them all the time. The freshness of the
poet’s imagination is visible in the
poem ‘Grandfather and Grandfather’ -

Without grandparents, the door is de-
serted.

Which story should I tell now, give
me the love of the lullaby.

Became grandparents, only now they
complain.

Make the courtyard happy, and re-
member them constantly.

Cry, sing, and laugh, with grandpar-
ents.

Why did they leave the courtyard, life

became an orphan.

In the poem ‘Anupam Tyohar’ of this
work, the poet expresses the impor-
tance of festivals and says that festivals
are a storehouse of love and harmony.
Festivals not only entertain us, but they
also expand our experience by provid-
ing various types of information. Festi-
vals, which provide healthy
entertainment and education, are chil-
dren’s true companions -

May there be an aura of life, “Teej”
and “Festivals”.

Fill your mind with colors and infuse
new life.

Through renunciation, penance, and
chanting, the seeds of love grew.

May your wishes be fulfilled, and
worship Bhado Teej.

Raksha Bandhan is the festival of
love and heart.

Draupadi resides in it, it is Kanha’s
love.

The condition of the poet’s sensitiv-
ity is such that he sees the image of old
people even in the old broom. The
poet’s heart is pained by the neglect of
the elderly. The tendency to throw away
work is based on selfishness and nar-
row-mindedness. The poem ‘Vriddhi
Ki Har Baat Ka’ which teaches us to re-
spect elders is wonderful -

Who takes care of everything about
the elderly?

Under the guise of modernity, every
house is in distress.

This is the proven step towards fame,
glory, happiness, and peace.

A home is an empty house without an
elderly person.

He is a very old man, and Saraswat
respects him.

It is only from them that we get the
knowledge of experience.

Everyone’s windows are closed, what
kind of time has come?

Gave it to elders, and threw it out of
the house today.

It is clear from the above examples
that the main tone of the works of
Pragyan Bal Sangrah is human sensitiv-
ity and compassion. Flowing like a
calm river, these poems drench the
reader’s mind with waves of cool emo-
tions. There is seriousness and decency
in these poems and the discipline of the
embankments. Environment, weather,
sunshine, morning, bird, butterfly,
squirrel, leaves, grass, elephant, cloud,
lake, moon, sun, childhood, mom, dad,
lamp, letters, daughters, new year,
country, festival, morality beautiful
compositions by child psychology have
been created with full seriousness on
the topics of forgiveness, our martyrs,
tuition, Google, tricolour, book, school,
police, grandparents and other relation-
ships, etc. These works proceed with a
light story; hence they also include the
element of narrative which keeps the
child’s mind engaged with curiosity till
the end. These poems depict not only
the children but also the working class
of society struggling with deprivation.
The purpose of all this is that the poet
wants to protect the tender feelings of
children and instill in them a feeling of
sympathy toward their suffering.

These compositions written in verse
are a mixed form of song and poetry.
There is rhythm and flow in them
which makes these poems impressive.
The language is simple, interesting, and
easily understandable according to the
child’s mind. The printing is beautiful
and error-free. The cover decorated
with the charming picture of Pragyan
with the expanding sky is very attrac-
tive. Hearty congratulations to Dr.
Satyavan Saurabh for creating a read-
able work ‘Pragyan’ adorned with en-
tertaining and sensitive poems that
appeal to children.
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SUNDAY SPECIAL

By: Kamal Baruah

Every time I go into a rural
habitat, I chase after
something. It’s a favourite

haunt of my time in the week-
end, where my grocery bag is al-
ways a part and parcel of my
travel. So it was another Sunday,
the moment before I got into the
steering wheel, my wife re-
minded me once for that essen-
tial item besides a light snacks
and a flask of coffee. A small
bowl of cornflakes with milk at
breakfast makes a perfect way to
start a day as we are preoccupied
with a long drive to catch the
early hours of the day.

I was staring straight ahead,
not looking at the dashboard and
got no idea how fast I was driv-
ing over the empty road lane of
the national highway until the

speed warning was audible.
After an hour, the road goes by
the low hills and valleys. There
was a line of cars parked beneath
the tall trees near Jagiroad where
a roadside dhaba welcomed us
for fresh roti-sabzi and hot
cream chai.

The splendid view of Kolia
Bhomora goes across the mighty
Brahmaputra. We are miles and
miles away from Arunachal, yet
the snow-capped Himalayas are
visible above the bridge. Yes, we
will soon be there and in the
meantime, Tezpur greeted us.
The newly laid road at Koliabor
over the NH-715 surely gives a
passionate traveler a joy of rid-
ing. Then the poor condition of
roads in the passing lane of the
town forced us to slow down.
Eventually, after three hours of
non-stop drive, we finally ar-

rived at TMCH tired and hungry.
We waited outside the Girls’ hos-
tel with impatience as our
daughter’s first holiday break
after her first year of medicine.

While returning, we saw
something magical about local
haat (bazaar) that I love passing
through the old traditional vil-
lage market and the ‘Khelmati’
weekly bazaar gives us an op-
portunity to explore a real pic-
ture of farmers in a rural setup.
There’s nothing better than a
chilled glass of sugarcane juice
on a scorching hot noon that also
gave us a shot of instant energy. 

We were drinking one glass
after another. There were hordes
of village dwellers crowded into
the market for organic produce
and traditional handicrafts. They
buy only the bare necessity and
at the same time they sell xaak-

sabji (vegetables) from their
backyard. The needs of the peo-
ple are fulfilled locally, and sell-
ers earn their livelihood by
catering to these demands.

I always wish I had my gro-
cery bag inside boot while on
move. So I arrived at the bazaar
buying a bag full of organic veg-
etables like brinjal, cabbage and
cauliflower but my preference
always goes for wild indigenous
vegetables. Besides beans,
pulses and spices, the market has
plenty of leafy vegetables such
as paleng, maani-muni, pudina,
kolmou, brahmi, masendori,
curry leaf, bhedai-lota, laai,
moricha/datha, khutura, pui,
chukka, lofa, jilmil, doron and
methi etc. In addition, there are
unique non leafy vegetables like
kosu, koldil/kolphul, kaskol,
posola, bhut jolokia, outenga and

sojina from tribal women that
make my fresh veggie at Sap-
tahik (weekly) Bazaar.

These indigenous veggies are
typically cooked in curry, soups,
or salads. Ironically, the con-
sumption of these plants is not
socially acceptable because they
are considered to be food for the
poor. But I don’t seem at all
bothered what people think of
us. As I passed through the end
of the market, a bunch of hang-
ing bananas attracted our atten-
tion. It seems naturally ripened
while commercial producers use
ethylene gas to control ripening.
An ageing Koka (old man) was
selling fresh fruits on the street.

People generally looking for
things at a low price, whereas
rural markets at Sonitpur don’t
expect bargain hunters. As I
wanted to know the selling price,

he said at fifty in anxiety. His
voice was full of pity and I in-
stantly placed order packing for
two dozen. It was a surprise mo-
ment to get to see him weighing
my order. I paused in crowds
waiting for next to happen. After
all, bananas are sold in Kgs. We
were enlightened. As the saying
goes, “An apple a day keeps the
doctor away”. However for com-
mon people, a banana could be a
part of their daily lives.

With changing landscape
across the state and varying sea-
sons, the Saptahik Bazaar has its
entire enigma to attract urban
dwellers. As the weekend ap-
proaches, my grocery bag goes
empty and my quest for local
vegetables has intensified. I
would long for another Sunday
drive for some fresh indigenous
veggies around my dwelling. I’ll
always be there, no matter how
far.

Pragyan: Sensitive compositions for children

Weekly drive for fresh veggies

By: Umais Mudasir

Inequality, famously
identified as the root of
social evil by Pope

Francis, permeates our soci-
ety, causing significant
harm and eroding disci-
pline. Discipline, funda-
mental for constructing
societal infrastructure, man-
ifests in the behavior of a
community. Much like dis-
cipline epitomizes self-love,
it evolves into a potent force
for social love when upheld
with dignity, honour, and re-
spect.

Amidst our contemporary
era of modernization, where
technological progress bur-
geons, one cannot ignore
the lingering presence of so-
cial evils, including:

Corruption System:
The term corruption, in-

herently negative, pervades
our society to such an extent
that one can hardly navigate
life without encountering its
influence. It manifests as a
form of bribery, often in-
volving powerful individu-
als opting for illegal or
dishonest behavior, pre-

dominantly from an eco-
nomic perspective. Intro-
duced by the upper echelons
of society, corruption has
ensnared other sections,
subjecting them to the do-
minion of the affluent. 

From a political stand-
point, corruption reveals it-
self when parties or officials
misuse their power, priori-
tizing popularity and mone-
tary gain. The pervasive
influence of those with
wealth and muscle power
leads to a society in flux,
transitioning abruptly from
better to worse. The detri-
mental impact of corruption
extends beyond societal
conditions, reaching into
the educational foundations
of our nation, particularly

affecting the precious carri-
ers of our nation-building
pillars – the students. Cor-
ruption, fueled by power,
greed, and money, has cat-
alyzed social, political, and
economic ruin. 

To rectify this, urgent ad-
ministrative measures are
imperative to quell corrup-
tion, ensuring every indi-
vidual can fulfill their basic
necessities without facing
adverse circumstances.

Inequality:
Another formidable so-

cial evil is inequality, a term
encompassing discrimina-
tory behavior based on
caste, creed, gender, social
status, background, and re-
ligion. Prosperity falters in
the face of such weak-

nesses, with instances of
gender-based and inter-
caste conflicts resulting in
large-scale fatalities. 

Abolishing discrimina-
tory activities requires a
concerted effort to recog-
nize our shared humanity,
promoting empathy and un-
derstanding. The rarity of
gender and inter-caste con-
flicts should be the norm,
prompting a collective real-
ization that if the creator of
this universe is the same,
why create divisions? A
concerted focus on self-con-
sciousness is essential for
realizing our true purpose
within society.

Money and Muscle
Power:

The dominating class in
our society, primarily the af-
fluent, subjects the less
privileged to negative ele-
ments, creating a vital
source of destruction for
basic social principles. 

Money and muscle power
actively operate on the so-
cial platform, capturing
widespread attention. The
evident suffering of the
poor under the criminal ide-

ologies of the upper class
relegates them to perpetual
victimhood, compelling ac-
ceptance of societal actions
without recourse. 

Such prejudices breed
undisciplined behavior, ne-
cessitating a collective ef-
fort to minimize these
actions in our society. The
fatalistic impact of these ac-
tions requires proactive
measures to eradicate
chaos, making society equi-
table and just for every sec-
tion.

While these factors sig-
nificantly contribute to so-
cietal degradation, they are
not the sole culprits. Nu-
merous other factors play a
role in the ruin of our soci-
ety. Let's examine them in-
dividually.

The fatalistic impact of
these actions on our society
necessitates proactive meas-
ures to eliminate chaos.
Striving to create an egali-
tarian and just society for
every section is the path for-
ward. (The author is a stu-
dent who can be reached at
umaismudasir18@gmail.co
m)

‘Reshaping tomorrow: Addressing
the underlying social evils’

By: Rakesh Chandra

We bow our head in obeisance,as 
One More day is going into oblivion;

The dusk Is slowly coming
To announce the footfall 
Of the night pitch dark; 

We could survive the day just 
Because Of your benign help; 

We were lost 
In the wilderness 

Till the gleaming rays of hope
And joy illuminated our life's journey. 

Kindly accept our emotional offering, 
In silent language 
Emanating from 

Our hearts-pure and stainless. 

Tomorrow once again, 
we will repeat the ritual, coming 
To you like the rugged fighters,

And most humble human beings too.

A Ritual Before
the Dusk 

By: Khemu Parashar

Injustice is increasing rapidly on
earth,

best discipline is falling into pieces,
there is darkness everywhere,

the flame of the lamp is not far away,
it is the fault of this human being on

earth,
humanity has been destroyed,

have created a good mess of lies,
truth has been beaten by running,

honesty is being made a shoe for feet

A big protest is needed to stop this,
we have to awaken the power of

unity,
and you have to give a befitting reply,

injustice has to be crushed at any
cost,

unity has to be maintained,
to answer a brick with a stone

Galloping 
Injustice
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RAFAH (GAZA STRIP), Dec
16: A prolonged communications
blackout that severed telephone
and internet connections com-
pounded the misery on Saturday in
the besieged Gaza Strip, where a
United Nations agency said hunger
levels had spiralled in recent days.

Internet and telephone lines went
down on Thursday evening and
were still inaccessible on Saturday
morning, according to internet ac-
cess advocacy group
NetBlocks.org, hampering aid de-
liveries and rescue efforts as Is-
rael's war against Gaza's ruling
militant group Hamas stretched
into the 11th week.

“The internet blackout is ongo-
ing, and based on our records it is
the longest such incident” in the
over-two-month war, said Alp
Toker, the group's director. The
United Nations' humanitarian af-
fairs department said communica-
tions with Gaza were “severely
disrupted” due to damage to
telecommunications lines in the
south.

The offensive, triggered by the
unprecedented Oct 7 Hamas attack

on Israel, has flattened much of
northern Gaza and driven 85% of
Gaza's population of 2.3 million
from their homes. Displaced peo-
ple have squeezed into shelters
mainly in the south in a spiralling
humanitarian crisis.

In their Oct 7 attack, Hamas mil-
itants killed about 1,200 people in
Israel, most of them civilians, and
took more than 240 hostage.

On Friday, Israeli troops mistak-
enly shot and killed three Israeli
hostages in the Gaza City area of
Shijaiyah, where troops have been
engaged in fierce fighting with
Hamas militants in recent days.

The soldiers mistakenly identi-
fied the three Israelis as a threat and
opened fire, said the army's chief
spokesperson, Rear Adm Daniel
Hagari.

Hundreds of protesters blocked
Tel Aviv's main highway late Fri-
day in a spontaneous demonstra-
tion calling for the hostages' return.
The hostages' plight has dominated
public discourse in Israel since the
Oct 7 attack. Their families have
led a powerful public campaign
calling on the government to do

more to bring them home.
Anger over the mistaken killing

of the three — young men in their
20s — is likely to increase pressure
on the government to renew Qatar-
mediated negotiations with Hamas
over swapping more captives for
Palestinians imprisoned in Israel.

Hamas released over 100
hostages for Palestinian prisoners
in November. Nearly all those freed
on both sides were women and mi-
nors. Talks on further swaps broke
down, with Hamas seeking the re-
lease of more veteran prisoners for
female soldiers it is holding.

Israeli political and military
leaders often say freeing all the
hostages is their top aim in the war
alongside destroying Hamas. How-

ever, they argue that their release
can only be achieved through mili-
tary pressure on Hamas, a claim
that has sharply divided public
opinion.

After negotiations broke down,
Hamas said it will only free the re-
maining hostages, believed to num-
ber more than 130, if Israel ends
the war and releases all Palestinian
prisoners. As of late November, Is-
rael held nearly 7,000 Palestinians
accused or convicted of security of-
fenses, including hundreds rounded
up since the start of the war.

Residents in northern Gaza
meanwhile reported heavy bomb-
ing and the sounds of gunbattles
overnight and into Saturday in dev-
astated Gaza City and the nearby

urban refugee camp of Jabaliya.
“It was a violent bombardment,”

Asad Abu Taha said by phone from
the Shijaiyah neighborhood,
adding that contact with others was
difficult because of the telecommu-
nications interruptions. “We don't
know what's happening.”

Another resident, Hamza Abu
Seada, reported heavy airstrikes in
Jabaliya, with non-stop sounds of
explosions and gunfire.

An Associated Press journalist in
southern Gaza also reported
airstrikes and tank shelling
overnight in the cities of Khan You-
nis and Rafah.

With only a trickle of aid able to
enter Gaza and distribution dis-
rupted by fighting, the UN's World
Food Programme reported a surge
from 38% to 56% in the number of
displaced households experiencing
severe levels of hunger in the space
of under two weeks.

In the north, where aid has been
unable to enter, “households...are
expected to face a catastrophic sit-
uation,” the WFP said.

The offensive has killed more
than 18,700 Palestinians, the

Health Ministry in Hamas-run
Gaza said on Thursday before the
communications blackout. Thou-
sands more are missing and feared
dead beneath the rubble. The min-
istry does not differentiate between
civilian and combatant deaths. Its
latest count did not specify how
many were women and minors, but
they have consistently made up
around two-thirds of the dead in
previous tallies. On Friday, an Is-
raeli strike killed a Palestinian jour-
nalist and wounded another in the
southern city of Khan Younis, both
working for the Al Jazeera televi-
sion network. The two were report-
ing at a school that had been hit by
an earlier airstrike when a drone
launched a second strike, the net-
work said.

Dozens of mourners held funeral
prayers for Samer Abu Daqqa out-
side Nasser Hospital in Khan You-
nis, the Qatari network reported.
According to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, the cameraman
was the 64th journalist to be killed
since the conflict erupted. The oth-
ers included 57 Palestinians, four
Israelis and three Lebanese. (AP)

Communications blackout and spiralling hunger 
compound misery in Gaza Strip as war enters 11th week

Internet and telephone lines went down on Thursday evening and were still inaccessible on Saturday morning

PHNOM PENH, Dec 16: Cambo-
dia has welcomed the announce-
ment that New York’s Metropolitan
Museum of Art will return more
than a dozen pieces of ancient art-
work to Cambodia and Thailand
that were tied to an art dealer and
collector accused of running a huge
antiquities trafficking network out
of Southeast Asia.

This most recent repatriation of
artwork comes as many museums in
the United States and Europe
reckon with collections that contain
objects looted from Asia, Africa and
other places during centuries of
colonialism or in times of upheaval.

Fourteen Khmer sculptures will
be returned to Cambodia and two
will be returned to Thailand, the
Manhattan museum announced Fri-
day, though no specific timeline

was given.
“We appreciate this first step in

the right direction,” said a statement
issued by Cambodia’s Ministry of
Culture and Fine Arts. “We look
forward to further returns and ac-
knowledgements of the truth re-
garding our lost national treasures,
taken from Cambodia in the time of
war and genocide.”

Cambodia suffered from war and
the brutal rule of the communist
Khmer Rouge in the 1970s and
1980s, causing disorder that opened
the opportunity for its archaeologi-
cal treasures to be looted.

The repatriation of the ancient
pieces was linked to well-known art
dealer Douglas Latchford, who was
indicted in 2019 for allegedly or-
chestrating a multiyear scheme to
sell looted Cambodian antiquities

on the international art market.
Latchford, who died the following
year, had denied any involvement in
smuggling.

The museum initially cooperated
with the U.S. attorney’s office in
Manhattan and the New York office
of Homeland Security Investiga-
tions on the return of 13 sculptures
tied to Latchford before determin-
ing there were three more that
should be repatriated.

“As demonstrated with today’s
announcement, pieces linked to the
investigation of Douglas Latchford
continue to reveal themselves,” HSI
Acting Special Agent in Charge
Erin Keegan said in a statement Fri-
day. 

“The Metropolitan Museum of
Art has not only recognized the sig-
nificance of these 13 Khmer arti-

facts, which were shamelessly
stolen, but has also volunteered to
return them, as part of their ongoing
cooperation, to their rightful own-

ers: the People of Cambodia.”
This isn’t the first time the mu-

seum has repatriated art linked to
Latchford. In 2013, it returned two

objects to Cambodia.
The Latchford family also had a

load of centuries-old Cambodian
jewelry in their possession that they
later returned to Cambodia. In Feb-
ruary, 77 pieces of jewelry made of
gold and other precious metal
pieces — including items such as
crowns, necklaces and earrings —
were returned to their homeland.
Other stone and bronze artifacts
were returned in September 2021.

Pieces being returned include a
bronze sculpture called The Bod-
hisattva Avalokiteshvara Seated in
Royal Ease, made sometime be-
tween the late 10th century and
early 11th century. Another piece of
art, made of stone in the seventh
century and named Head of Bud-
dha, will also be returned. Those
pieces are part of 10 that can still be

viewed in the museum’s galleries
while arrangements are made for
their return.

“These returns contribute to the
reconciliation and healing of the
Cambodian people who went
through decades of civil war and
suffered tremendously from the
tragedy of the Khmer Rouge geno-
cide, and to a greater strengthening
of our relationship with the United
States,” Cambodia’s Minister of
Culture and Fine Arts, Phoeurng
Sackona, said in her agency’s state-
ment.

Research efforts were already un-
derway by the museum to examine
the ownership history of its objects,
focusing on how ancient art and
cultural property changed hands, as
well as the provenance of Nazi-
looted artwork. (AP)

Cambodia welcomes the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s plan to return looted antiquities

ISLAMABAD, Dec 16: The schedule
for Pakistan's general elections on Feb-
ruary 8 has been issued; hours after the
Supreme Court quashed a lower court's
decision which could have delayed the
much-awaited polls.

The election schedule was issued on
Friday night by the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP), within hours
after the Supreme Court quashed a de-
cision by the Lahore High Court (LHC)
to suspend the appointment of officials
from the bureaucracy to oversee the
elections in defiance of the apex court's
orders.

The LHC's verdict was issued on a
petition filed by jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan's Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) — the same
party that had called for timely polls in
a plea filed in the Supreme Court.

Due to the LHC's order, Chief Jus-
tice Qazi Faez Isa and Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Sikandar Sultan
Raja met with senior officials on Friday

to ensure that everything went accord-
ing to plan. Following detailed deliber-
ations, the commission filed a petition
in the top court seeking the annulment
of the LHC's order. The Supreme Court
accepted the plea a few hours back,
putting the process back on track.

According to the ECP's notification,
the nominations by the candidates can
be filed with the Returning Officers
(ROs) from December 20-22. The
names of the nominated candidates
would be published on December 23
and the scrutiny of their documents
would be held from December 24-30.

The last date for filing appeals
against the RO's decisions on rejecting
or accepting nomination papers will be
January 3 and the final date for decid-
ing the appeals of candidates by an ap-
pellate tribunal will be January 10.

The revised list of candidates will be
published on January 11 and the last
date for withdrawing one's candidature
is January 12. The election symbols

will be allotted to political parties on
January 13 with polls set for February
8.

The electoral watchdog added that
the election programme shall also apply
to the seats reserved for women and
non-Muslims in the national and
provincial assemblies. 

“Last date of filling of a separate pri-
ority list for seats reserved for women
and non-Muslims before the ROs is
December 22,” the notification read.

After fresh delimitation, the National
Assembly (NA) would consist of 336
seats, including 266 general seats, 60
seats reserved for women, and 10 for
non-Muslims.

The delimitation shows that the
strength of the Assembly has decreased
by six seats from the previously 342
seats. Earlier, in an informal chat with
the journalists, Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Sikandar Sultan Raja said
the ECP was fully prepared for the
polls.

“I never said the election may be de-
layed,” he said, adding that the ECP
was fully prepared for polls.

The issuance of a detailed schedule
removed the last bit of doubt about
holding elections in the country on Feb-
ruary 8 as the Supreme Court in orders
suspending the LHC verdict stated that
nobody would be allowed to derail the
democracy and ordered the ECP to go
ahead with its plan to organise the polls
on the stated date. (PTI)

Pak’s election body issues election schedule for
February 8 polls on Supreme Court’s order

Kuwait’s ruling emir, Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Sabah, dies at age 86
DUBAI, Dec 16: Kuwait's ruling emir, the 86-year-old
Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Sabah, died on Saturday.

Kuwait state television broke into programming with
Quranic verses just before a somber official made the an-
nouncement.

“With great sadness and sorrow, we — the Kuwaiti
people, the Arab and Islamic nations, and the friendly
peoples of the world — mourn the late His Highness the
emir, Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, who
passed away to his Lord today,” Sheikh Mohammed Ab-
dullah Al Sabah, the minister of his emiri court, read the
brief statement.

Authorities gave no cause of death.
Kuwait's deputy ruler and his half-brother, Sheikh Me-

shal Al Ahmad Al Jaber, now 83, is believed to be the
world's oldest crown prince. He is in line to take over as
Kuwait's ruler.

In late November, Sheikh Nawaf was rushed to hospital
for an unspecified illness. In the time since, the tiny, oil-
rich nation had been waiting for news about his health. 

State-run news previously reported that he traveled to
the United States for unspecified medical checks in
March 2021.

The health of Kuwait's leaders remains a sensitive mat-
ter in the Middle Eastern nation bordering Iraq and Saudi
Arabia, which has seen internal power struggles behind

palace doors.
Sheikh Nawaf was sworn in as emir following the 2020

death of his predecessor, the late Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad
Al Sabah. The breadth and depth of emotion over the loss
of Sheikh Sabah, known for his diplomacy and peace-
making, was felt across the region.

Sheikh Nawaf previously served as Kuwait's interior
and defense minister but wasn't seen as particularly active
in government outside those terms. However, he was
largely an uncontroversial choice for emir, though his ad-
vancing age led analysts to suggest his tenure would be
short.

Sheikh Nawaf's term had been focused on domestic is-

sues as struggles through political disputes — including
the overhaul of Kuwait's welfare system — which pre-
vented the sheikhdom from taking on debt. That's left it
with little in its coffers to pay bloated public sector
salaries, despite generating immense wealth from its oil
reserves.

In 2021, Sheikh Nawaf issued a long-awaited amnesty
decree, pardoning and reducing the sentences of nearly
three dozen Kuwaiti dissidents in a move aimed at defus-
ing a major government standoff. He issued another just
before his illness, aiming to resolve that political impasse.
Kuwait is perceived as having the Gulf's freest parliament
that comparatively allows for dissent.

Meanwhile, the Gulf Cooperation Council states, in-
cluding Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emi-
rates, restored ties after years of a boycott of Doha, easing
regional tensions and allowing Sheikh Nawaf to focus on
issues at home.

Kuwait, a nation home to some 4.2 million people
which is slightly smaller than the U.S. state of New Jer-
sey, has the world's sixth-largest known oil reserves.

It has been a staunch U.S. ally since the 1991 Gulf War
expelled the occupying Iraqi forces of Saddam Hussein.
Kuwait hosts some 13,500 American troops in the coun-
try, as well as the forward headquarters of the U.S. Army
in the Middle East. (AP)

SANTIAGO, Dec 16:
Chile’s police on Friday
arrested at least 55 people
in a fiscal fraud case that
could be one of the
biggest in the country’s
history, amounting to
about $275 million and
implicating small and
mid-sized companies in
different parts of the
country.

Marcelo Freyhoffer, a
high officer at Chile’s tax
agency, told journalists
those arrested were asso-
ciated with companies
that did not render real
services and committed
fraud through false tax
documents. Their goal
was to pay less tax or ob-
tain fraudulent tax re-
turns, he said.

Freyhoffer said the sus-
pects will stand trial for
tax crimes, criminal asso-
ciation, money launder-

ing, customs fraud and
making false declarations,
and could be jailed for up
to 15 years in what he
called the country’s
biggest fraud case ever.

The investigation
started in 2016 and
touched companies oper-
ating in a wide range of
areas, varying from con-
struction to exporters of
cell phones.

Chile’s President
Gabriel Boric said the ar-
rests show that “the insti-
tutions work against those
who commit crimes,
against those who commit
white-collar crime,
against those who commit
acts of corruption.”

Boric spoke during a
visit to the region of Ma-
gallanes, in Chile’s south,
where he voted on the
new proposed Constitu-
tion. (AP)

Chile arrests 55 people in a $275
million tax fraud case that officials

call the country’s biggest

KYIV (UKRAINE), Dec 16: Russia and Ukraine
each reported dozens of attempted drone attacks
in the past day, just hours after Hungary vetoed 50
billion Euros (USD 54.5 billion) of EU funding to
Ukraine.

Ukraine's air force said on Saturday that Ukrain-
ian air defense had shot down 30 out of 31 drones
launched overnight against 11 regions of the coun-
try.

Russia also said Friday evening that it had
thwarted a series of Ukrainian drone attacks.

Russian anti-aircraft units destroyed 32 Ukrain-
ian drones over the Crimean peninsula, the Russ-
ian Defense Ministry said on Telegram. Russia
annexed the peninsula from Ukraine in 2014, a
move that most of the world considered illegal,
and has used it as a staging and supply point dur-
ing the war.

Earlier, Russia's Defense Ministry said that six
drones had been shot down in the Kursk region,
which borders Ukraine.

In Ukraine's partially occupied southern Kher-
son region, Russian-installed governor Vladimir
Saldo reported on Telegram that Russian anti-air-
craft units had downed at least 15 aerial targets
near the town of Henichesk.

Meanwhile, shelling wounded two people in
Ukrainian-held parts of the Kherson region, re-
gional Gov. Oleksandr Prokudin said Saturday.

Stepped-up drone attacks over the past month
come as both sides are keen to show they are not
deadlocked as the war approaches two years' du-
ration. Neither side has gained much ground de-
spite a Ukrainian counteroffensive that began in
June, and analysts predict the war will be a long
one.

On Friday, EU leaders sought to paper over their
inability to boost Ukraine's coffers with a prom-
ised 50 billion Euros (USD 54.5 billion) over the
next four years, saying the check will likely arrive
next month after some more haggling between the
other 26 leaders and the longtime holdout, Prime
Minister Viktor Orban of Hungary.

Instead, they wanted Ukraine to revel in getting
the nod to start membership talks that could mark
a sea change in its fortunes — although the
process could last well over a decade and be
strewn with obstacles placed by any single mem-
ber state. (AP)

Russia and Ukraine
exchange drone 
attacks after EU 
funding stalled

TEHRAN, Dec 16: Iran is saying it
has executed an Israeli Mossad spy in
the country’s southeast, state TV re-
ported on Saturday.

The report said the spy was linked
to foreign intelligence services, in-
cluding Mossad, and charged with in-
volvement in releasing classified
information. 

The judiciary body executed the
person in a prison in Zahedan, the
capital of the southeastern province
of Sistan and Baluchistan.

The report did not identify the per-
son. In April 2022, Iranian intelli-
gence officers arrested three people
they said belonged to a group linked
to Mossad. It is not clear if the exe-
cuted person was one of them.

Iran and Israel have accused each
other of spying and waging a shadow
war for years. Israel views Iran as its
greatest threat and has repeatedly
threatened to take military action to
prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear
weapons. 

Iran denies it is seeking such
weapons and has vowed a harsh re-
sponse to any aggression.

Iran occasionally announces the
detention of people it says are spying
for foreign countries, including the
United States and Israel. (AP)

Iran has executed
an Israeli 

Mossad spy

PARIS, Dec 16: A pivotal moment
in the restoration of Paris' Notre
Dame Cathedral is set for Saturday,
with the installation of a golden roos-
ter atop its spire.

It marks a key step in the monu-
ment's revival after the devastating
April 2019 fire. Designed by chief ar-
chitect Philippe Villeneuve, this new
rooster will replace the original that
was damaged beyond repair in the
blaze. The rooster, a French emblem
of vigilance and Christ's resurrection,
will house sacred relics inside it.
These include fragments of Christ's
Crown of Thorns and remains of St
Denis and St Genevieve, infusing the
sculpture with religious importance.

The Crown of Thorns, regarded as
Notre Dame's most sacred relic, was
among the treasures quickly removed
after the fire broke out. Brought to
Paris by King Louis IX in the 13th
century, it is purported to have been
pressed onto Christ's head during the
crucifixion.

Before ascending to its perch, the
rooster will be blessed by Paris Arch-
bishop Laurent Ulrich. A sealed tube
within the sculpture will list the
names of nearly 2,000 individuals
who contributed to the cathedral's re-
construction, underscoring the col-
lective effort behind the works.

French President Emmanuel
Macron, who last week visited the
site to mark a one-year countdown to
its re-opening, announced that the
original rooster will be displayed in a
new museum at the Hôtel-Dieu. This
move, along with plans to invite Pope
Francis for the cathedral's reopening
next year, highlights Notre Dame's
significance in French history and
culture.

The rooster's installation, crown-
ing a spire reconstructed from Eu-
gène Viollet-le-Duc's 19th-century
design, is a poignant reminder of its
medieval origins as a symbol of hope
and faith. Its longstanding association
with the French nation since the Ren-
aissance further adds to its historical
and cultural significance, marking a
new chapter of renewal and hope for
Notre Dame and the French people.
(AP)

Notre Dame spire to 
be crowned with new
rooster, symbolising

cathedral’s resurgence

The announcement was made by New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art who will return more than a dozen pieces of ancient artwork to Cambodia and Thailand
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Auto rickshaw display card system launched
HT Correspondent

DIMAPUR, Dec 16: Dimapur commis-
sioner of police Kevithuto Sophie
launched auto rickshaw display card sys-
tem at the commissioner of police office
premises here on Saturday to streamline
auto rickshaw operations in the town.

Highlighting the increasing traffic
congestion due to a surge in auto rick-
shaws in Dimapur, Sophie, in the launch
programme, said the new system would
include effective management and regu-
lation of auto rickshaws, enhanced pas-
senger safety — particularly for women
and the elderly — and detection of
crimes, including stolen auto rickshaws.
The system will also monitor compli-
ance with proper licenses, uniforms and
permits to prevent unauthorised hire by
private auto rickshaws, he said.

Sophie added that the display card
would be valid for two years, after which
renewal will be required. He said all
records would be digitally maintained
and regularly updated at the office of the
deputy commissioner of police (traffic),
Dimapur.

During the launch, Sophie shared ad-

ditional initiatives undertaken by Dima-
pur traffic police in 2023 such as the in-
stallation of solar traffic blinkers, road
safety awareness programmes in schools
and colleges, installation of traffic is-
lands and traffic assistance booths at var-
ious locations.

The newly introduced display card
system, conceptualised by the Dimapur
traffic police, involves thorough verifi-
cation of documents and permits for all
auto rickshaw drivers/owners.

Under this system, a photo identity

card, containing essential details of the
auto rickshaw and contact numbers for
traffic controls/police control room will
be issued. These cards are to be promi-
nently displayed on the windshields and
rear of the auto rickshaws for the con-
venience of passengers.

Sophie said the Regional Transport
Authority (RTA) Dimapur has approved
this initiative, adding numerous auto
rickshaws in Dimapur and Chumouked-
ima have already been issued photo
identity display cards.

SHILLONG, Dec 16: The Khasi Students
Union (KSU) recently sought intervention of
Meghalaya Health Minister Ampareen Lyng-
doh into the complaint against allotment of
centres outside Meghalaya for indigenous
candidates appearing for the direct recruitment
for Group B & C posts in the North Eastern
Indira Gandhi Regional Institute of Health &
Medical Sciences (NEIGRIHMS) here.

“We seek your immediate intervention with
the direct recruitment for Group B & C in
NEIGRIHMS where it was reported that local
candidates from the state were allotted exam-
ination centres in far-flung areas outside the
state of Meghalaya,” KSU general secretary
Donald V Thabah said in a letter
to Lyngdoh.

He informed that the KSU
also made an attempt to meet the
health minister but she was out of
station adding that, they were
able to talk to her on the phone.

Thabah said Lyngdoh has as-
sured the KSU that she along
with chief minister Conrad K
Sangma will take up this matter
tomorrow in New Delhi.

“(She also assured that they) will try to meet
officials of the Union Health Ministry to sort
out this problem and to request that all local
candidates should be allotted centres within
the state,” he said while quoting the minister.

Thabah said that the KSU will also take up
the issue with the chief minister for his imme-
diate intervention.

Meanwhile, the KSU has also written to the
Director of NEIGRIHMS Dr Nalin Mehta for
immediate resolving the problem faced by in-
digenous candidates.

”The Union thinks that all the anomalies
with regards to preference of centres should
be sorted out immediately and that local can-
didates should be allotted centres within the
state of Meghalaya,” it said in the letter to
Mehta.

The letter reminded that Mehta had ver-

bally informed the Union during their last
meeting that a certain agency with the nomen-
clature HLL was tasked with conducting the
examinations for the aforementioned recruit-
ment. Furthermore, the Union leaders were in-
formed that four locations were selected as
examination centres viz, Shillong, Guwahati,
Jorhat & Delhi.

The HLL agency was selected based on its
competency and fulfilment of the required cri-
teria to conduct the examinations.

”However, to our dismay, we were in-
formed by aggrieved candidates that another
centre, Dibrugarh was allotted to numerous
local candidates for the examinations to be

held on the 17 & 18 of December.
It also came into our notice that
the candidates were allowed to se-
lect a centre of their choice from
three options, Shillong, Guwahati
& New Delhi,” the KSU wrote.

“Most of the local candidates
opted for Shillong as first prefer-
ence and Guwahati as the second
one, but to their disappointment,
they were allotted either Jorhat or

Dibrugarh as centres. This inaccuracy on the
part of the agency exhibits its inefficiency and
negligence in conducting such specialized ex-
aminations,” the letter said while adding that
the errors by the HLL agency have put the
prospects of many local candidates in sham-
bles.

The KSU also reminded that most citi-
zens of the state come from economically
weaker sections of the society, and this will
be a hurdle in their aspirations as it involves
huge expenditures in terms of transport and
lodgings.

”The KSU, thus, strongly urged that this
issue should be resolved at the earliest taking
into account the urgency of the matter,” it said.

Meanwhile, the KSU also reminded the Di-
rector of his commitment to survey the differ-
ent computer centres located in Shillong for
conducting CBT system examinations. (NNN)

KSU seeks ministerial intervention
into exam centres issue
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Refrain from setting up villages in State:
Manipur CM to Myanmar refugees

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 16: Manipur
chief minister N Biren Singh on
Saturday asked refugees from
Myanmar not to set up villages in
the state.  

He stated, “It is very important
to maintain a good diplomatic re-
lationship with the neighbouring
countries. We are only asking the
Myanmar refugees not to construct
villages in the state.”

At present around 4,100 Myan-
mar refugees are taking shelter at
different relief camps in the Ma-
nipur border districts of Kamjong,
Ukhrul, and Tengnoupal due to the
war-like situation in Myanmar.

Speaking as the chief guest at
the observance of Vijay Diwas
(Indo-Pak War 1971) at Imphal on
Saturday, the CM said that efforts
are underway in the areas of
Kamjong and Ukhrul using bio-

metrics under the concerned Dis-
trict Commissioners.

He stated security forces should
also not neglect areas like Behiang

in the Churachandpur district of
Manipur which is bordering with
Myanmar and should take it seri-
ously considering reports of ag-
gressive fighting in the
neighbouring country.

He further expressed the need to
open similar and proper camps
with biometric and civil police
teams in different border areas.

He continued, “We can’t deny
humanitarian assistance to those
fleeing their country due to the vi-
olence and we are providing med-
icines and tents for them, but we
need to identify them by collecting
biometric data and provide tempo-
rary shelter.”

The CM strongly cautioned
against taking what is happening in
the border areas lightly. We cannot
take what is happening in Myan-
mar easily, he said hinting at an in-
flux of foreigners.

Khasi Mandarin tickles taste buds in Bengaluru
HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Dec 16: ZestFest, a cele-
bration dedicated to the flavors and cul-
tural significance of the Khasi Mandarin
Orange of Meghalaya is all set to captivate
attendees with a burst of citrusy excite-
ment spanning over four days starting
from the December 14 to 17. This unique
event aims to showcase the rich heritage
and zestful traditions associated with the
Khasi Mandarin orange from Meghalaya.

The event which is scheduled to be held
in Bengaluru across different malls lo-
cated in the city – Lulu Mall, Bangalore,
Forum Mall, Kanakpura and Lal Bagh
Botanical Garden, will celebrate and
showcase the flavors and cultural richness
of Meghalaya’s Khasi Mandarin oranges,
bringing together local farmers, busi-
nesses, and communities in a vibrant cel-
ebration. The event witnessed the
presence of the minister of department of
agriculture and farmers’ welfare, govern-
ment of Meghalaya, Mazel Ampareen
Lyngdoh who graced the event as special
guest. 

The agriculture minister expressed,
”The festival serves as a platform for
farmers, Farmer Producer Organizations
(FPOs), Self-Help Groups (SHGs), and
farmer companies to showcase their or-
ange harvest in Bangalore. The market
conditions are favorable for farmers to
dedicate their efforts, given the govern-
ment’s unwavering commitment to invest-
ing in, introducing, and empowering
technology-based practices for improved
agricultural growth. This initiative aims to
prepare agricultural produce for both na-
tional and international markets. I encour-
age the young sellers present to step
forward; numerous opportunities await
you, and the government is dedicated to
providing continuous support. Various
schemes, including FOCUS, CM-ELE-
VATE, and PRIME, have been imple-
mented to facilitate this. Today, we also

witnessed a cultural exposure. Even Kar-
nataka has the presence of different tribal
groups. Despite differences, there is a cul-
tural unity reflected in their attire and vi-
brant dances, echoing our own cultural
richness. This integration is crucial for our
collective progress and understanding.”

Highlighting Meghalaya’s rich agricul-
tural heritage, ZestFest showcases the suc-
culent Khasi Mandarin oranges, renowned
for their unparalleled flavor and vibrant
zest. The festival aims to showcase the ex-
ceptional quality and distinctive taste of
these locally grown oranges, emphasizing
the region’s commitment to sustainable
agriculture and culinary excellence. It
may be mentioned that on the December
11 2023, the directorate of horticulture,
government of Meghalaya, and the
Meghalaya State Agricultural Marketing
board in a momentous ceremony, flagged
off 20 metric tons of GI-tagged Khasi
Mandarin to Dubai marking a significant
milestone for Meghalaya’s rich agricul-
tural diversity.

In addition to the culinary extrava-
ganza, ZestFest will offer a cultural im-
mersion into the world of Khasi Mandarin

oranges, including a display of a wide va-
riety of fresh produce, with a focus on
Khasi Mandarin oranges and related prod-
ucts. Visitors can enjoy traditional music
and dance performances, witness live
demonstrations of orange harvesting tech-
niques, and explore the unique cultural
showcase inspired by the vibrant citrus
fruit.

ZestFest is not just a celebration of
Khasi Mandarin oranges but a tribute to
the hardworking farmers and the rich agri-
cultural landscape of   Meghalaya. It beau-
tifully encapsulates the essence of
community, agriculture, and celebration.
It recognizes and applauds the dedication
of our local farmers who play a pivotal
role in cultivating the exquisite Khasi
Mandarin oranges that grace the state of
Meghalaya. The festival serves as a plat-
form to shine a spotlight on their tireless
efforts, resilience, and the vital contribu-
tion they make to the community and ap-
preciate the hard work that goes into every
orange we enjoy. It not only promotes
Meghalaya’s agricultural heritage but also
boosts tourism, and economy, providing a
platform for local businesses to thrive.

IMPHAL, Dec 16:  Manipur Edu-
cation (School) department has said
that the state government had not is-
sued any NOC (No Objection Cer-
tificate) for affiliation of any of the
schools in the state since May 2023.

The education department was
reacting to a post on X by one Dr
Lamtinthang Haokip claiming that
20 educational institutions in Chu-
rachandpur and 16 from Kangpokpi
have affiliated with CBSE recently.

A clarification note of the Ma-
nipur education department signed
by joint secretary Anjali
Chongtham stated that the state

government had not issued any ‘No
Objection Certificate’ (NOC) for af-
filiation with CBSE to any educa-
tional institution in Churachandpur
and Kangpokpi since May 2023.

Dr Lamtinthang Haokip’s post on
the X on December 14 came at a time
when Manipur is reeling under crisis
after the clash broke out on May 3
last. As per the norm of the govern-
ment, an educational institute within
the state of Manipur needs to obtain a
prior NOC from the state government
if it wants to affiliate to a board or
council outside the state including the
CBSE. (NNN)

Manipur government 
refutes schools affiliating

to CBSE claim 

Two NLFT militants 
arrested in Tripura

AGARTALA, Dec 16: Two in-
surgents belonging to the banned
National Liberation Front of
Tripura (NLFT) outfit have been
nabbed in Tripura on Saturday,
police said.

Acting on a tip-off, a police
team raided Khasnam village in
North Tripura district and arrested
the two militants, who had taken
shelter in a house after sneaking in
from neighbouring Bangladesh,
assistant inspector general (AIG),
Jyothisman Das Chowdhury said.

The militants were identified as
Ganaram Reang (38) and Bahadur
Reang (45), he said, adding a Chi-
nese-made pistol, extortion letters
of the outfit and Bangladeshi cur-
rency notes were seized from their
possession.

The arrests came a couple of
days after two top-ranking NLFT
militants were nabbed in Simna
area of West Tripura district. (PTI)

Simsang Festival 
in Williamnagar 

concludes
HT Correspondent

WILLIAMNAGAR, Dec 16:
Meghalaya minister for PHE,
Soil and Water Conservation
Marcuise N Marak, graced the
grand finale of the two-day Sim-
sang Festival, 2023, as the chief
guest at Rongrenggre Govt
Higher Secondary School play-
ground, Williamnagar, on Satur-
day.

Speaking on the occasion,
Marcuise informed the gathering
that the aim of the festival is to
showcase the talent and skills of
the local people and artisans in
various fields like sports, handi-
crafts, singing, etc. and also to
encourage the youngsters to
come forward and grab the op-
portunities being provided by
such kind of festivals. He also in-
formed that the govt is transpar-
ent and trying to bring more
opportunities and platforms
where the talented youth will be
able to showcase their skills and
talents.

East Garo Hills deputy com-
missioner, Vibhor Aggarwal,
while delivering the welcome ad-
dress informed that the popularity
of the festival and the number of
participants respectively are in-
creasing every year.

On the occasion, the chief
guest also distributed cheque to
the NRLMs and Self Help
Groups under the Lakhpati Didi
scheme.

The highlights of the festival
included, competition in games
and sports, singing, dancing,
cooking and performances by
various music bands like Riprap,
Nokpante, Do pos among others.

eCF No. TP/RTP/01/2023/347325/764 

NOTICE

In connection with the notice inviting applications for Registered Technical Personnel (RTP) vide Notice No. TP/RTP/01/2022/193,
dated the 22nd November, 2022 and based on the applications received between 1st October 2023 to 30th November 2023, the fol-
lowing list of applicants are hereby published for verification of original documents for issue of RTP registration. The incumbents will
be assigned RTP registration Numbers from the Office of the Director, Town and Country Planning Assam, Dispur, Guwahati-06 only
after producing their valid original documents and subsequent verification of the same during working hours on or before 22nd De-
cember, 2023.

1. LIST OF APPLICANTS (ARCHITECT) FOR ORIGINAL DOCUMENT VERIFICATION 
           SL. NO.            NAME 
           1                   ABHIMANYU BARUA 
           2                   KAUSTAB DAS 
           3                   IFFAT JERIFA 
           4                   PAPARI SARMA 
           5                   RAJBALLAV DUTTA 
           6                   BISHAL KASHYAP 
           7                   JINKU NAHAR DEKA 
           8                   BEAUTY NARZARY 
           9                   ABHINOVA SAIKIA 

2. LIST OF APPLICANTS (ENGINEER) FOR ORIGINAL DOCUMENT VERIFICATION 
           SL. NO.            NAME 
           1                  RAVI PRAKASH PANDEY 
           2                   SAGAR BASUMATARY 
           3                   SAHIDE MD AZAD 
           4                   NURUL AMIN 
           5                   DULEN HAZARIKA 
           6                   LUCKY DOLEY 
           7                   PRIYANKA BARMAN 
           8                   SIDHARTH BARBHUIYA 
           9                   RATUL TALUKDAR 

3. LIST OF APPLICANTS (GROUP OR AGENCY) FOR ORIGINAL DOCUMENT VERIFICATION 

           SL. NO.            NAME 

           1                   M.S. ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION 
           2                   Y.D. OUTLINES 
           3                   M/S FRIENDS & GROUP CONSULTANT 

4. LIST OF APPLICANTS (SUPERVISOR) FOR ORIGINAL DOCUMENT VERIFICATION 

           SL. NO.            NAME 

           1                   DAISY SHARMA 
           2                   SANJAY KUMAR THAKUR 
           3                   ANJANA SINHA 
Important Conditions to the Candidates:

1. The RTP Registration will be made based on the provisions made in the Appendix-II of the Assam Unified Building Construction
(Regulation) Byelaws, 2022 against the applications received in the prescribed format (Form-4 or 5; as the case may be) from
the individuals and groups of agencies of Architect(s)/Engineer(s)/Structural Engineer(s)/Supervisor(s)/ Town Planner(s)/Land-
scape Architect(s)/Urban Designer(s)/Engineer for Utility Services/Geo-Technical Engineer(s) whose qualifications and com-
petence satisfy criteria stated in the Appendix-II of the Assam Unified Building Construction (Regulation) Byelaws, 2022 and
registered the incumbents will be responsible for carrying out the services as per the provision of the said Bye Laws as Com-
petent Registered Technical Personnel (RTP) in Assam. 

2. The incumbents whose names are reflected in the above lists shall produce their valid original documents at the Office of the
Director, Town and Country Planning, Dispur, Guwahati-06 on or before 22nd December, 2023 during working hours and after
verification of the same by the concerned officials, the RTP Numbers will be assigned to the eligible candidates. 

3. The Authority reserves the exclusive right to declare black listed, cancel registration or take any other action that the Authority
may decide to take against the defaulting RTPs as per the clause A-7 of Appendix-II of the Assam Unified Building Construction
(Regulation) Byelaws, 2022. 

4. The RTPs shall carry out the professional practice as per the provisions made under Assam Unified Building Construction
(Regulation) Byelaws, 2022. 

5. The RTPs shall submit the applications for renewal of their registration numbers before 45 (forty five) days from the date of ex-
piry of the validity period at the Office of the Director, Town and Country Planning Assam. 

Sd/-
Director 

Town and Country Planning Assam 
Dispur, Guwahati-06 Janasanyog /D/14844/23/17-Dec-23

He further expressed the need to open similar and proper camps 
with biometric and civil police teams in different border areas

ZestFest 2023 is being held across different malls located in the city
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NEW DELHI, Dec 16: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday said unemploy-
ment and rising prices were behind the De-
cember 13 Parliament security breach.

Speaking to reporters after an election
strategy meeting with leaders of the party’s
Gujarat unit here, Gandhi said it’s the
youngsters who are not getting jobs due to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s policies
who breached Parliament security.

He said the breach was the eruption of
an anger long simmering among the youth.

“The biggest issue in the country is that
of unemployment, which is boiling all over
the country. The country’s youth are not
getting employment due to the policies of
Modi ji,” he said.

BJP derided Gandhi saying he “always
talks trash” and claimed that unemploy-
ment was at its lowest in the last six years.

“Rahul Gandhi never disappoints; al-
ways talks trash. For the record, unem-
ployment in India is at 3.2%, the lowest in
six years.

“Instead, Rahul Gandhi and I.N.D.I Al-
liance leaders must explain the close link-
ages of those involved in the Parliament
breach with Congress, TMC, and CPI(M).
Rahul Gandhi, in particular, must clarify
his association with Asim Sarode, who
was part of Bharat Jodo Yatra and has of-

fered to provide legal aide to the intrud-
ers,” BJP IT in-charge Amit Malviya said
in a post on X.

In another post, he highlighted Congress
MP Dhiraj Sahu’s corruption with caption
“Don’t ‘Donate for Dynasty.’”

Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge said
the breach was a serious issue yet the
Union Home Minister is not ready to give
a statement on it in Parliament.

“The security breach is a serious issue
and the government should pay attention
to it. We are asking for the Home Minis-
ter’s statement in Parliament, but the
Home Minister is not saying anything, nei-
ther is he giving a statement. He is speak-
ing in TV shows, but not inside
Parliament.

“This is not good for democracy. But
there is no meaning of this to those people
who do not believe in democracy,” Kharge
told reporters.

In a major security breach on the an-
niversary of the 2001 Parliament terror at-
tack on Wednesday, two men jumped into
the Lok Sabha chamber from the public
gallery during Zero Hour, released yellow
smoke from canisters and shouted slogans,
before they were overpowered by the MPs.

“Where are the jobs? The youths are
desperate. We have to focus on this issue

and give jobs to the youth,” Gandhi also
said in a Hindi post on X.

“There has definitely been a security
lapse, but the reason behind it is the coun-
try’s biggest issue - unemployment,”
Gandhi said.

Kharge when asked about Amit Shah ac-
cusing the Congress of politicising the
issue, said, “Home Minister Shah talks
about us to seek votes and abuses Nehru ji
to seek votes. This is all they do.”

AICC general secretary K C Venugopal
said it was not the Congress but the BJP
which was trying to get political mileage
from the incident.

The Delhi Police, which comes under

the Union Home Ministry, described it as
a “terror attack” in a court and the Oppo-
sition has only been seeking a discussion
on it in Parliament, he said.

Venugopal said that while the MP who
facilitated the entry of the accused in Par-
liament was not even questioned, those
seeking answers from the government had
been suspended.

“The Opposition is not politicising the
Parliament security issue, but the BJP and
the Home Minister and Prime Minister are.
The Home Minister is telling us that the
issue comes under Parliament, under the
Speaker.

“Delhi Police is under the Home Minis-
ter of India, isn’t it? Delhi Police has given
an affidavit in the court that it is a terror
attack. We didn’t politicise it. We didn’t
make it a terror attack. We said it is a seri-
ous security lapse from the government
side,” Venugopal said.

The leader also took a dig at the BJP-led
Centre saying it had claimed the new Par-
liament building will be one of the “most
secure places” and accused it of opening
the government coffers for its construction
even as the country reeled under an eco-
nomic slowdown. 

He also criticised the government over
the MPs suspension.

“On one side, you are penalising all the
members of Parliament, those who are
raising the voice. You suspended 15 MPs.
For what reason did you suspend 15 MPs?
In this Parliament, suspension of the mem-
bers has become the major role of the Pre-
siding officer.

“People may think that those who are
talking about national security … they
cannot even protect the Parliament House.
People are worried about this,” Venugopal
said.

On December 13, two men -- Sagar
Sharma and Manoranjan D -- jumped into
the Lok Sabha’s chamber. Around the
same time, two others -- Amol Shinde and
Neelam Devi -- released coloured smoke
from canisters while shouting “tanashahi
nahi chalegi” outside the Parliament prem-
ises.

Lalit Jha, the fifth accused, allegedly cir-
culated videos of the protest outside the
complex on social media. All five have
been arrested.

The Opposition has been seeking an-
swers from the government on the security
breach and have demanded a statement
from union home minister Amit Shah on
the issue in Parliament. They have also
been disrupting proceedings over Shah’s
silence. (PTI)

Chinese visa case: Karti Chidambaram calls
ED probe ‘fishing and roving’ inquiry
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MALAPPURAM (KERALA),
Dec 16: The Students Federation
of India, the students organisation
of the ruling CPI(M), on Saturday
staged a massive protest in front of
the Calicut University where Gov-
ernor Arif Mohammed Khan is
scheduled to visit in the evening
and stay for various events in com-
ing days. The SFI has been staging
widespread protests against the
Governor alleging that he has been
pushing the BJP-RSS nominees to
the senate of various universities in
the state using his authority as the
Chancellor of the universities in
the state.

The SFI protest at Calicut Uni-
versity was led by its state secre-
tary, P M Arsho and president
Anusree. Many students including
the office-bearers have been ar-
rested by the police.

Police have increased the secu-
rity in and around the university
campus ahead of the Governor’s
visit. Earlier in the day, Khan had
challenged the students saying he
will be staying at the university
campus in an apparent bid to take
on the pro-Left student union.

“I was planning to stay at the
government guest house. Then I
was told that they (SFI) had said
that they wouldn’t allow me to
enter the university. Then I said
change the programme and I will
stay at the university campus it-
self,” Khan told reporters in New
Delhi.
Addressing the students as part of
the protest blocking the way to the
campus, Anusree said the Gover-
nor ignored the University list and

pushed the sangh parivar nominees
in the senate.
“The Chancellor has been behav-
ing like a fascist. If he behaves so,
he needs to stay outside the cam-
puses. We will stage the protest to
safeguard the secular campuses
from the communal forces,” Anus-
ree said.

The Governor is scheduled to
reach the campus at 6.30 PM
today.

Police have arranged all meas-
ures to ensure smooth passage of
the Governor.

The Governor today said he
would get out of the car in case the
protestors reach the vehicle.

“If someone comes near my car,
I will immediately stop it and get
down. Why should they hit my
car? They should hit me. If they
have guts, they should hit me.
They want to frighten me. I am not
the one who can be frightened.
They are bullying,” Khan said.

Recently, while on his way to
the International Airport at Thiru-
vananthapuram, the Students
Federation of India activists al-
legedly attacked Khan’s car fol-
lowing which he alighted from
the vehicle.

The student union has been
protesting against the actions of
Khan as the Chancellor of the
universities and nominating BJP-
ABVP activists as the senate
members in various universities.

The SFI, the youth wing of the
ruling CPI(M), has been alleging
that Khan’s actions were part of
the saffronisation agenda of the
BJP. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Dec 16: Congress MP
Karti Chidambaram has sought ex-
emption from appearing before the
ED on Saturday, on fresh summons
issued to him in a money laundering
case linked to issuance of visa to
some Chinese nationals in 2011, stat-
ing that the probe was a “fishing and
roving” inquiry and that he required
time to collect documents.

The federal agency had first asked
the 52-year-old legislator from Siva-
ganga constituency in Tamil Nadu to
depose before the investigating officer
of the case on December 12 in Delhi.
After the MP cited his engagement in
the ongoing Parliament session, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) asked
him to appear on December 16.

The 2022 ED case pertains to alle-
gations of Rs 50 lakh being paid as
kickbacks to Karti and his close asso-
ciate S Bhaskararaman by a top exec-
utive of Vedanta group company
Talwandi Sabo Power Ltd. (TSPL),
which was setting up a power plant in
Punjab, according to the Central Bu-

reau of Investigation (CBI) FIR.
The money laundering case stems

from the CBI complaint.
Karti, through his lawyer, has sent

an around 100-page reply to the in-
vestigating officer of the case append-
ing his election affidavit, Income Tax
return, details of bank accounts and
immovable assets while he sought ex-
emption from appearance on Saturday
as well as time to furnish all the doc-
uments sought by the agency. It was
not immediately known if the ED
considered his plea. Asserting that he
was willing to appear before the
agency and co-operate in the investi-
gation, Karti’s lawyer said he had
some contentions.

He told the ED that the latest sum-
mons do not disclose the allegations
against the MP and whether he was
called as an “accused or witness” in
the case.

The MP said in the letter that the in-
formation and documents sought
from him are nothing but “in the na-
ture of a fishing and roving enquiry”

and there was no reason to call for his
and his family members’ personal fi-
nancial matters in this probe.

Karti told the ED that in the “spirit
of cooperating with the investiga-
tion”, he has already submitted to the
agency the documents and records
sought in the past while information
relating to his financial matters was
available in the public domain
through his election affidavit. The MP
cited that he submitted these docu-
ments as many as 19 times to the ED
in the INX Media and Aircel-Maxis
case between 2018-2019.

He claimed that the latest summons
against him were issued “mechani-
cally” but despite that he will require
time to submit the documents again as
they are “extremely voluminous in
nature” and are available at his Chen-
nai office and residence but he was in
Delhi “due to the ongoing winter ses-
sion of Parliament”.

Karti, early this week, told PTI that
the case was “most bogus” and his
legal team will take it forward. (PTI)

Kerala University study on Kutch crater could
throw better light on Indus Valley civilisation

Development of small
cities key to developed
India resolve: PM Modi

NEW DELHI, Dec 16: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said on
Saturday that his guarantee begins
from where hope from everyone
else ends and asserted that devel-
opment of smaller cities is at the
centre of his resolve to make India
a developed country.

Addressing the beneficiaries of
the Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra
through video conferencing, the
prime minister said, “With resolve
of a developed India, ‘Modi’s guar-
antee vehicle’ is reaching every
corner of country.”

In one month, the Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra has reached thou-
sands of villages and cities and
most of them are small towns, he
added. Modi said his government
is trying to ease troubles of every-
one like a family member.

“This is our government that has
helped the poor, farmers, small
businessmen and various other sec-
tions of society. Modi’s guarantee
begins after hope from everyone
else ends,” he said.

The prime minister said that for
a long time after independence,
benefits of development were lim-
ited to a few big cities, but his gov-
ernment is focussing on
development of smaller cities and
that would strengthen the founda-
tion for a developed India.

He also urged everyone to avail
the benefits of various government
schemes.

“Even though Modi has flagged
off the Vikas Bharat Sankalp Yatra,
the truth is that today the country-
men have taken command of that
yatra. At a place where the journey
halts, people from other villages or
cities start leading the journey,” he
said. Modi also flagged off the
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra in Ra-
jasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh, Telangana and Mizoram,
the five states where assembly
elections were held recently. The
yatra was launched for other states
earlier, but the launch for the five
states got delayed due to the model
code of conduct in place due to the
elections.

He also interacted with benefici-
aries from various states who have
availed various government
schemes. (PTI)

SFI stages massive protest ahead of
Guv’s visit to Calicut university

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
Dec 16: A group of geologists
from Kerala University is claimed
to have made a significant scien-
tific discovery that may offer a
clearer understanding of the
events leading to the end of the
Indus Valley civilisation.

They have claimed that the
crater in Luna, Kutch in Gujarat,
was caused by a meteor impact,
potentially marking the only
major one since human beings ap-
peared on Earth.

Melt rock analysis from the
crater site has confirmed that the
rocks were remnants of a meteor,
and the impact occurred within
the last 6,900 years, coinciding
with the thriving period of the
Indus Valley civilisation in the
area.

“We can only confirm that the
impact happened within the last
6,900 years. We need to conduct
precise dating to determine the

exact time of the impact,” K S
Sajinkumar, lead geologist from
the team that made this discovery,
told PTI.

He said that they have submit-
ted a proposal to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to establish a
Crater Research Centre at Luna.

“This is the fourth crater dis-
covered in India, and the first by
an Indian team. The other three
were found by foreign geologists.

We have very limited resources
for such research compared to de-
veloped countries,” said Kumar.

The nearest Indus Valley site
from Luna is about 200 kilome-
ters away. However, scientists are
skeptical about whether this im-
pact could have wiped out the
Indus Valley civilisation.

The crater is approximately 2
km wide, suggesting that a me-
teor with a diameter of 100 to 200

meters would have caused it.
Its immediate impact could be

effective within a 5 km radius.
“But the dust cloud caused by it
would have taken at least a month
to settle down,” Kumar added.

He mentioned that this is a fas-
cinating discovery as it marks the
first meteor impact after the evo-
lution of human beings.

“Many international firms have
already shown interest in pursu-
ing further studies here. We have
been contacted by many,” he
added. The research paper by
these geologists was published in
the scientific journal ScienceDi-
rect. The scientists are now plan-
ning to seek foreign assistance to
date the samples and determine
the exact year of the impact.

“We need to protect this site,
which is a marshland. It is getting
destroyed as it has been flooded
with water for 11 months of the
year,” he added. (PTI)

Unemployment, rising prices behind Parl
security breach, says Rahul Gandhi

Improving quality of life of 60 crore poor 
people biggest achievement of Modi govt: Shah
AHMEDABAD, Dec 16: Im-
proving the quality of life of
60 crore poor people in the
country has been the biggest
achievement of the Narendra
Modi government, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said on Saturday. 

Addressing the ‘Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra’ organ-
ised at Sanand in Ahmedabad
district, Shah also urged
everyone to take a pledge to
make India a developed coun-
try, and strive to realise the
dream of those who sacrificed
their lives for the country’s
freedom. 

“PM Narendra Modi
worked to secure India by car-
rying out surgical strikes on
Pakistan, realised the incom-
plete dream of abrogation of
Article 370, undertook the
work of constructing Lord
Ram temple in Ayodhya, took
India to the Moon through
Chandrayaan mission, im-
proved economic parameters
to their best since independ-
ence, and led to the highest in-
dustrial development since
independence,” Shah said.

“Several times, journalists

ask me as to which of Naren-
dra Modi’s achievements will
get my highest marks. I say
this without any controversy,
confusion or dilemma that if I
have to give the highest
marks, then it will be Modi’s
work to improve the quality of
life of 60 crore poor,” he said
in his address.

These 60 crore poor get
their own houses with tap
water connection, gas cylin-
der, toilets, and also get medi-
cines worth up to Rs 5 lakh,
undergo operation and hospi-
talisation for free, and receive
5 kg food grains. There cannot
be a bigger work than this, the

Union Cooperation Minister
said. 

Within nine years, the prime
minister made sure that the gas
cylinder reaches the household
of crores of poor women,
something that nobody would
have imagined, he said.

PM Modi provided houses
to more than four crore poor,
and made arrangements to
supply tap water to every
household, Shah said.

“Every village was con-
nected by road, every house
was provided with electricity
connection and bank account,
and arrangements were made
that every poor person gets 5

kg food grains per month,” he
said.

The country’s Covid-19
vaccination campaign carried
out here was also unprece-
dented in the world, he said.

“We progressed a lot in
many fields in the last 75
years, but those who sacrificed
their lives to free the coun-
try...dreamed to make India
number one in the world. The
time has come to realise their
dream. When the country
completes 100 years of inde-
pendence...India should be
number one and a developed
country in the world,” Shah
said.

Everybody should take a
pledge to make India devel-
oped where nobody is left
without access to clean fuel
for household use, toilet, med-
icines, and food, he said. 

“PM Modi has requested us
to ensure that every single per-
son gets an Ayushman card,
tap water connection, toilet,
gas cylinder, 100 per cent cov-
erage of government schemes
and a completely satisfied
public to make India a devel-
oped nation,” he said. (PTI)

PANAJI, Dec 16: Each legal case is distinct
and one cannot compare it with other present or
past matters, said Justice Bharat P Deshpande
of High Court of Bombay at Goa on Saturday,
underscoring that sometimes even judges make
mistakes.

Addressing the lecture series ‘GRK-Judiciary
Talks’ at G R Kare College of Law, Margao,
Justice Deshpande said there are a lot of judg-
ments on each topic.

“My experience as a sessions judge and also
as a high court judge is that each and every case
is having something different in it. You cannot
compare each case or earlier cases with the
present cases,” he said.

While applying the “law laid down by the
Supreme Court and high courts”, one should not
just go and find out what the ratio is but ascer-
tain what the facts are, he told the students at

the event.
“So we have to have that balancing act.

Sometimes it is very difficult, sometimes you
have to find out something which is not there
in earlier cases and come to the conclusion,” he
said. Justice Deshpande further said, “We, as
judges, won’t claim that we are right always.
We also commit mistakes (sometimes). But the
fact is that there should be frankness in accept-
ing that there is a mistake.”

Nobody in this world is perfect in all aspects,
he said.

“Everybody commits mistakes at one or other
point of time. The best thing is that you have to
accept your mistakes, try to correct them and go
forward. That is the part of life which we try to
inculcate in our society itself,” he said.

Justice Deshpande urged the students to visit
courts to gain practical experience besides get-

ting theoretical knowledge in classrooms.
He told the law students to use their degree

as a tool to give service to society and people
in need of legal aid.

Justice Deshpande said that theoretical
knowledge was necessary but gaining experi-
ence was important. “Visit courts, especially the
trial courts. That knowledge will give you first-
hand experience for your career in future,” he
said.

The judge also asked students not to be a
“slave” of technology.

“You have to take advantage of that (technol-
ogy) but go to the root of the matter. Read
books which will give you thorough knowledge
of the procedural laws and rules,” he added.

Advocate Parijat Madhusudan Pande, chair-
man of the Bar Council of Maharashtra and
Goa, was also present on the occasion. (PTI)

Sometimes even judges make mistakes: Justice Bharat P Deshpande

PM Modi to inaugurate
second edition of Kashi
Tamil Sangamam today

NEW DELHI, Dec 16: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the second edition of the
Kashi Tamil Sangamam at his parliamentary con-
stituency Varanasi’s ‘Namo Ghat’ on Sunday and
flag off the Kanyakumari-Varanasi Tamil Sanga-
mam train, according to officials here.

The cultural festival will be held from December
17 to 30. The first batch of the Tamil delegation
departed from Chennai on December 15. Nearly
1,400 people (seven groups of 200 each) from var-
ied walks of life are expected to be travelling from
different parts of Tamil Nadu, they said. During
their stay in Kashi, as per their tour itinerary, they
will also visit Prayagraj and Ayodhya, the official
said.

“The seven groups of students (Ganga), teachers
(Yamuna), professionals (Godavari), spiritual
(Saraswati), farmers and artisans (Narmada), writ-
ers (Sindhu) and traders and businessmen (Kaveri)
have been named after seven sacred rivers of India
will travel from Chennai, Coimbatore and
Kanyakumari to Kashi,” an official statement said
on Saturday.

“More than 42,000 registrations were received
during the time of registration. Out of them, 200
people for each group were selected by the selec-
tion committee,” it said. The Union Ministry of Ed-
ucation will be the nodal agency for this event. The
Ministries of Culture, Tourism, Railways, Textiles,
Food Processing (ODOP), MSME, Information
and Broadcasting, Skill Development and Entre-
preneurship, IRCTC and related departments of the
government of Uttar Pradesh will be participating
in the event. (PTI)

Unemployment in India is at 3.2%, the lowest in six years: BJP IT in-charge
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NEW DELHI, Dec 16: The top
leadership of the Congress Satur-
day discussed the party’s prepara-
tions in Gujarat for next year’s
Lok Sabha elections, with party
chief Mallikarjun Kharge saying
they will move forward with a
positive agenda to strengthen the
organisation.
Kharge chaired a meeting of

Gujarat Congress leaders at the
AICC headquarters here. Former
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi and
other senior leaders of the party
were also present.
Discussions were held on chal-

lenges the party faces in Gujarat
and ways to highlight the BJP’s
“misgovernance” before the peo-
ple.
This was part of a series of

meetings organised by the party to
strengthen the organisation in
every state and prepare itself for
the general elections next year.
“Due to the continuous misgov-

ernance of the BJP government in

Gujarat, the issues remain the
same – unemployment, inflation,
economic inequality, atrocities
against Dalits and tribals, fraud
and immense corruption,” Kharge
said in Hindi on ‘X’ after the
meeting.
“Today, we discussed the

preparations of the Gujarat Con-
gress in the context of the 2024

Lok Sabha elections.
“The Congress party, with a

positive agenda, will strengthen
the organisation for the fresh chal-
lenges ahead,” the Congress chief
added.
Among other leaders at the

meeting were AICC general sec-
retary K C Venugopal, Mukul
Wasnik and Gujarat Congress

president Shaktisinh Gohil.
Speaking to reporters after the

meeting, Gohil said, “I thank the
Congress high command for hold-
ing detailed discussions. We will
move forward with a positive
agenda as corruption is going on
in Gujarat under the BJP rule and
the state is being ‘looted’. and
people are very upset.”
Senior party leader Wasnik said

it was a very constructive discus-
sion. “We are hopeful that in Gu-
jarat, we would succeed in
implementing the programmes of
the organisation in the state to
strengthen the Congress,” he said.
“We held a 2.5-hour-long dis-

cussion on our Lok Sabha elec-
tions and how we would take on
the challenges before us to-
gether,” Wasnik added.
Gujarat is the home state of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the BJP has been in power
there for several years now.
(PTI)

Cong discusses LS poll preparedness in Gujarat
NEW DELHI, Dec 16: Delhi LG
VK Saxena has accused Arvind
Kejriwal government of “shirking
responsibilities” in ‘Farishtey’
scheme, expressing surprise that it
filed a case in the Supreme Court
alleging he was responsible for the
stopping of the scheme.
In his letter dated December 14,

Saxena wrote to the Delhi Chief
Minister “at the outset, I would
like to put on record the very fun-
damental and generic fact that the
scheme under question and the op-
erationalisation thereof is under
the departments of Health and Fi-
nance, which are fully transferred
subjects as per the constitution and
totally under the control of you and
your ministers.” The LG referred
in his letter to news reports, ac-
cording to which, the Delhi gov-
ernment counsel attributed the
stopping of the Farishtey scheme
meant for road victims to him be-
fore the Supreme Court.
“Any attempt at attributing the

failures of schemes, etc under such
departments that are ‘transferred’,
to anybody else, to say the least,
the Lt Governor, is nothing but a
pre-meditated exercise of hubris,
aimed at shirking responsibilities
and blaming others for your own
failure,” Saxena said. The LG

wrote that the total number of ben-
eficiaries under the Farishtey
scheme during 2022-23 was 3,698
and it stood at 3,604 in the seven
months of 2023-24. The govern-
ment under the scheme in 2022-23
paid private hospitals Rs 4.85
crore and till October this fiscal, it
had paid them Rs 3.54 crore, he
said.
“These figures, prima facie, nei-

ther indicate a ‘halt’ of the scheme,
nor do they support allegations of
‘non-payment,’ made by the
Health Minister and endorsed by
the Chief Minister - in fact they
belie the claims,” Saxena said.
“It is surprising that instead of

obtaining full facts and circum-
stances of the matter from the con-
cerned administrative department
and coordinating with Delhi Aro-
gya Nidhi/Finance Department,
the minister Minister has preferred
to file a writ before the Supreme
Court,” he said.
Saxena alleged that what was

being played out was nothing but
a “characteristic game of disown-
ing one’s own failures, ineptness
and inefficiency and creating a
public perception that one is not
being allowed to work.”
The LG also referred to a pro-

posal of the health minister sub-

mitted to him by the chief minister,
for suspension of health secretary
SB Deepak Kumar and former di-
rector general of health services Dr
Nutan Mundeja for allegedly stop-
ping the Farishtey scheme.
He said that Kejriwal in his not-

ing to him referred to the health
minister’s proposal also for sus-
pension and disciplinary action
against the officers to the National
Capital Civil Services Authority.
Saxena also took exception to

the health minister’s proposal on
payment to hospitals on behalf of
the beneficiaries, calling it
“grossly erroneous and mislead-
ing.”
“... as mentioned earlier, any de-

cision for payments to be made has
to be taken at your end and at the
end of the Health Minister, since
the subjects are ‘transferred’, and
any role attributed to me therein, is
nothing but mischievous,” he
wrote. Saxena, however, said that
he has referred the matter to the
chief secretary to obtain a factual
report before considering any ac-
tion on the proposal.
He said that he was yet to re-

ceive a copy of the writ petition
filed by the Delhi government for
re-operationalisation of Farishtey
scheme. (PTI)

Delhi govt shirking responsibility by blaming me
for failure of Farishtey scheme: LG Saxena

Bengal LoP alleges Lalit Jha’s association with
TMC youth wing, ruling party dismisses charge

KOLKATA, Dec 16: Leader of
opposition in West Bengal Assem-
bly Suvendu Adhikari on Saturday
alleged that Lalit Jha, the alleged
mastermind in the Parliament se-
curity breach case, was associated
with the youth wing of the Tri-
namool Congress.
The TMC, however, dismissed

the allegation.
In a major security breach on the

anniversary of the 2001 Parliament
terror attack on Wednesday, two
men jumped into the Lok Sabha
chamber from the public gallery
during Zero Hour, released yellow-
coloured smoke from canisters and
raised slogans, before being over-
powered by the MPs.
“Lalit Jha is rank and file of Tri-

namool Yuva,” Adhikari, the BJP
MLA from Nandigram, told re-
porters at Bagdogra airport.
Adhikari claimed that Jha’s pho-

tos with various TMC leaders, in-
cluding MLA and councillors and
TMC Yuva leaders in the state,
have come to the fore.
“He is a known face of Tri-

namool Congress youth wing,” he
alleged.
Jha and his family members,

who hail from Bihar’s Darbhanga,
have been living in Kolkata for
some decades now.

Dismissing Adhikari’s allega-
tion, TMC spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh told PTI that Jha was never
associated with the ruling party in
West Bengal.
“The biggest question is why

were passes to the two persons
who breached the Parliament secu-
rity given by a BJP MP,” Ghosh
said. BJP MP Pratap Simha had is-
sued visitor passes to the two per-
sons.
The TMC spokesperson said

that the BJP was adopting diver-
sionary tactics to turn the glare
from the saffron party MP.
“It is a failure of the Union

Home Ministry,” he said.

The discovery of Jha’s Kolkata
connection sparked a political de-
bate with West Bengal BJP presi-
dent Sukanta Majumdar on
Thursday alleging TMC MLA
Tapas Roy’s association with the
accused.
Majumdar posted two photo-

graphs on his social media handle,
in which Jha is purportedly seen
with Roy and other persons, and
called for an investigation.
PTI could not independently

verify the authenticity of the pho-
tographs.
The TMC MLA denied knowing

Jha and claimed that the BJP was
trying to shift the blame. (PTI)

Contd. from Page 1...

J&K Congress passes resolutions 
demanding statehood, assembly election

JAMMU, Dec 16: Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh
Congress Committee (JKPCC) on Saturday passed
two resolutions at its executive committee meeting
demanding the restoration of statehood for the Union
Territory and the assembly election.
JKPCC also demanded an immediate filling of all

vacant posts in all government and semi-government
institutions in a fast-track mode and called for the
constitution of a “high-level independent commis-
sion” for the investigation of recruitment scams.
The resolutions were passed under the command

of AICC In-charge, J-K Affairs, Rajni Patil.
“Today we held the meeting of the political affairs

committee in which we passed two resolutions - one
political and another socio-economic. We are hold-
ing the meeting to debate the issues. We are dis-
cussing the J-K situation and hearing workers’
viewpoint on it,” Patil told reporters here. She said
the party will accordingly formulate the policy ac-
cording to them.
“They (Supreme Court) have kept the deadline of

September 24... We want restoration of statehood.

We want guarantees for jobs. We want an early as-
sembly election so that we have a council of minis-
ters and MLAs here,” she said.
An assembly election has not been held in the re-

gion for more than five years.
The Congress unit said the deferring also of urban

local body and panchayat elections has left no trace
of democracy in Jammu and Kashmir.
The party has already raised the issue with the

government seeking elections to these bodies under
the State Election Commission in accordance with
amendments 73rd and 74th, with due reservation to
OBCs like SCs, STs and women.
The party also demanded the implementation of

33 per cent reservation for women in J&K since the
delimitation has taken place in the Union Territory.
“We are in favour of 33 per cent reservation for

women. It was our commitment,” Patil said.
The party in one of the resolutions demanded the

restoration of the old system of recruiting youths to
the army with special focus on those from the border
areas, including the LOC. (PTI)

AAP appoints Raghav Chadha
as party leader in Rajya Sabha
NEW DELHI, Dec 16: The Aam Aadmi
Party has appointed its MP Raghav Chadha
as the leader of the party in Rajya Sabha in
place of Sanjay Singh, sources said.
In a letter to the Rajya Sabha chairman,

the AAP party leadership has said that in
the absence of Sanjay Singh, who has
“health issues”, Raghav Chadha will hence-
forth be the party’s leader in the upper
house.
AAP MP Sanjay Singh is currently be-

hind bars in the Delhi liquor policy case.
Sources in the Rajya Sabha secretariat

confirmed that a letter has been received
from the AAP regarding appointing Chadha
as its floor leader. The letter is with the RS
Secretary General for implementation.
Chadha is one of the youngest members

of Rajya Sabha. The AAP has a total of 10
MPs in the Upper House currently.
The AAP has the fourth largest strength

in Rajya Sabha after the BJP, the Congress
and the TMC. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Dec 16: The Indian Navy has swiftly
responded to a call for help following a hijacking in-
cident involving a Malta-flagged cargo vessel with 18
crew on board in the Arabian Sea, officials said on Sat-
urday. The Indian Navy swung into action after receiv-
ing a Mayday message (distress call) on the United
Kingdom Maritime Trade Operation (UKMTO) portal
on December 14.
The vessel MV Ruen indicated that six ‘pirates’ per-

sons had illegally boarded it, the officials said.
The Navy’s maritime patrol aircraft undertook sur-

veillance missions in the area and its warship on anti-
piracy patrol in the Gulf Aden were deployed to locate
and assist MV Ruen.
The Navy said its aircraft flew over the hijacked ves-

sel and movement of the vessel is being monitored. It
said the vessel is now heading towards the coast of So-
malia.
“Responding swiftly to the developing situation, the

Indian Navy diverted its naval maritime patrol aircraft
undertaking surveillance in the area and its warship on
anti-piracy patrol in the Gulf Aden to locate and assist
MV Ruen,” an Indian Navy spokesperson said.
“The aircraft overflew the hijacked vessel on early

morning of December 15 and the aircraft has been con-
tinuously monitoring movement of the vessel, which
is now heading towards the coast of Somalia,” he said.
The official said the Indian Navy’s warship de-

ployed in the Gulf of Aden for anti-piracy patrol has
also intercepted MV Ruen on Saturday morning. (PTI)

Indian Navy responds to hijacking incident in Arabian Sea

NEW DELHI, Dec 16: One in five girls and about
one in six boys in India are married, with the
progress made towards eliminating the practice of
child marriage entirely stagnating in recent years,
according to a study published in ‘The Lancet
Global Health’ journal.
Between 2016 and 2021, the practice of child

marriage also became more common in some
states and Union territories, researchers said in
their study. Girl child marriages increased in six
states, including Manipur, Punjab, Tripura, and

West Bengal, while eight states, including Chhat-
tisgarh, Goa, Manipur, and Punjab, witnessed a
rise in boy child marriages, the researchers found
after analysing data from all five waves of India’s
National Family Health Survey from 1993 to
2021.
The research team, comprising researchers from

Harvard University and those affiliated with the
Indian government, however, said that child mar-
riage had declined nationally. Prevalence of girl
child marriage decreased from 49 per cent in 1993

to 22 per cent in 2021, while that
of boy child marriage came down
from 7 per cent in 2006 to 2 per
cent in 2021, they found. Never-
theless, progress towards stop-
ping the practice of child
marriage altogether has stalled in
recent years between 2016 and
2021, the researchers said. Child
marriage numbers reduced the
most between 2006 and 2016.
The United Nations Children’s

Fund (UNICEF) sees child mar-
riage as a “violation of human
rights”, as it “compromises the
development of girls and boys”.
Child marriage is often the re-

sult of entrenched gender in-
equality, making girls
disproportionately affected by the
practice, according to the UN
agency.

Ending child marriage is therefore seen to be
critical towards achieving the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 5, which is to “achieve
gender equality and empower all women and
girls” by 2030. Specifically, SDG target 5.3 seeks
to “eliminate all harmful practices, such as child,
early and forced marriage and female genital mu-
tilation”.
According to the UN, one in five young women

worldwide (19 per cent) were married in childhood
in 2022.
While globally, the practice of child marriage

has come down, the “profound effects of COVID-
19 are threatening this progress, with up to 10 mil-
lion additional girls at risk of child marriage over
the course of a decade from the onset of the pan-
demic,” the organisation says.
In the study, the researchers considered men and

women aged 20-24 who were married before turn-
ing 18 in their analysis even though India legally
considers marriage of boys before age 21 to be
child marriage. The team included more than 13.4
million women and more than 1.4 million men in
their analysis. The researchers noted that increased
global attention to doing away with child marriage
has led many countries to pass legislations to ban
the practice.

In India, they said, policy response to prevent child
marriage in India has involved legal prohibition in-
tended to directly prevent child marriage, referring to
the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act passed in 2006.
The Act set the legal age of marriage for men to 21
years and women to 18 years. (PTI)

NOIDA, Dec 16: The BJP is a
cadre-based party and does not dif-
ferentiate between small or big
party workers, said Rajya Sabha
MP and former Uttar Pradesh
deputy chief minister Dinesh
Sharma on the recent appointment
of chief ministers in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattis-
garh.
Sharma said the change in re-

sponsibilities is part and parcel of
the BJP and party workers go
through such changes irrespective
of their stature.
The BJP leader said he was the

deputy CM of Uttar Pradesh from
2017 to 2022 but when his role
changed he went to the ground as
a party worker “the very next day
with no qualms”.
“There is no bias towards small

or big party workers in the BJP.
They are treated the same and any
worker may get a chance. Even
veterans don’t hesitate when their
responsibilities are changed,”
Sharama told PTI.
After the recent victories in Vid-

han Sabha polls, in a surprise move
the BJP selected Mohan Yadav,
Bhajan Lal Sharma and Vishnu
Deo Sai as chief ministers of MP,
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh respec-
tively. (PTI)

‘Responsibilities of BJP
leaders change 

irrespective of stature’

Progress in ending child marriage stagnating in
India; 1 in 5 girls, 1 in 6 boys are married: Study

Kharge says, ‘will move ahead with positive agenda’

No. SLRC-G-III/91/Advertisement/2023/5 

ADDENDUM
In continuation to this Commission’s earlier Adver-

tisement No.SLRC-G-III/91/Advertisement/2023/2, dated the
30th October, 2023 this is for information of all the concerned
candidates for Class-III Posts under Government of Assam
that a window is provided in the online application portal ac-
cessible through official website of SEBA www.sebaonline.org
and www.assam.gov.in to enable any applicant who wishes
to be considered under the Assam Public Service (Preferen-
tial Appointment) Rules, 1999 to indicate their eligibility in the
said online application portal.

Sd/-
Secretary, 

State Level Recruitment Commission for Class-III Posts 
Assam Administrative Staff College, 

Jawaharnagar, Khanapara, Guwahati-22

Janasanyog /D/14859/23/17-Dec-23

Modi hails Assam
SHGs through SHG-bank linkage,” the chief minister’s office had posted on X after she was conferred with

the award in March. 
The PM, who also enquired about her formal education to which she said he had cleared Higher Secondary

exams, urged Rajbongshi to continue with her work for the society. 
The Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra is being undertaken across the country with the aim of attaining saturation

of flagship government schemes by ensuring their benefits reach all the targeted beneficiaries in a time-bound
manner.
Besides addressing beneficiaries through video conferencing, Modi also flagged off the Viksit Bharat Sankalp

Yatra in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Telangana and Mizoram, the five states where assembly
elections were held recently. 
The yatra was launched for other states earlier, but the launch for the five states got delayed as the model

code of conduct was in place due to the elections. (PTI)

Govt focusing on
a niche market for such products from Assam in the world market. He said that the though there is a Rs 100-

crore flower market in the state, flowers cultivated in the state constitute only about 15 per cent of the total de-
mand. 
“The state is also dependent on procurement from outside the state for pig feed and fish feed, among others,”

he added. 
Lastly, he made and appeal to the concerned authorities to take steps to transform Assam into a state that is

self-sufficient in agriculture and poultry. 
Cabinet minister Atual Bora, Keshab Mahanta, Sanjay Kishan, Jayanta Mallabaruah, members of Parliament

Queen Ojha, were also present.

Times have changed
Minister for a third straight time. Former chief minister and Leader of Opposition in the state Assembly Jai

Ram Thakur described the BJP’s poll victories in the three states as historic and exuded confidence that the
party would once again form the government at the Centre.
State BJP chief Rajiv Bindal said the effective strategy of the Prime Minister, Nadda and the party’s central

leadership led to the electoral success in the three Hindi-heartland states.
Later, Nadda took out a road show in the Sundernagar market area in Mandi district and inaugurated a newly-

constructed BJP office. He is scheduled to spend the night in Kullu, before leaving for Delhi on Sunday. (PTI)

Election process for
These organisations had said Naga customary laws do not allow women to participate equally in political and

socio-economic decision-making bodies. 
On March 30, the State Election Commission (SEC) of Nagaland issued a notification cancelling the election

programme notified earlier “till further orders” in view of the repeal of the municipal act.
However, the apex court had on April 5 stayed the SEC notification. Besides seeking quashing of the March 30

notification issued by the SEC cancelling the election schedule, the application filed by the petitioners also sought
setting aside of the Nagaland Municipal (Repeal) Act, 2023.
Several Naga tribal bodies and civil society organisations had opposed urban local body elections under the Na-

galand Municipal Act, 2001, asserting that it infringed on the special rights for Nagaland guaranteed by Article
371-A of the Constitution. 
The 2001 act, which was amended later, made 33 per cent reservation for women mandatory for holding urban

local body elections, as directed by the Supreme Court. (PTI)

NIA confirms grenade 
a minor blast had taken place but could not ascertain whether it had been triggered by an IED or by a grenade

throw.
On Friday, the police had arrested a youth, Arindam Bora of Ejarguri under Teok PS, who was found to have

given a post that resembled celebrating the incident (blast). 
Meena said that Bora, who was earlier arrested by the police while reportedly on his way to join Ulfa (I) in

2021, will be arrested for posting material that supports anti-national activity. 
It may be mentioned here that Bora had spent several months in jail after being arrested two years back.

Financial irregularities
Appreciating the BTR government’s flagship initiatives such as the Bodofa UN Brahma Super 50 Mission and

the Bodoland School Adoption Program, Boro said that these have been pathbreaks in that effort. 

Ex-militants to make
Boro, speaking at a press conference here to mark the completion of three years in office, maintained that restora-

tion of peace and harmony, and putting a stop to violence have been the priority of his administration. “We are
glad to say there have been no major incidents of violence, bandhs or communal conflicts in BTR in the last three
years. Peace has been restored and people no longer live in fear,” he asserted.
The BTR chief also said the “misunderstanding” that was there among Bodos and non-Bodos in the region is

being resolved and local people are being involved for it. 
“We have launched a ‘Happiness Mission’ through which youths and community leaders are being trained to

intervene in case of any problem between different communities,” he said. 
“I am also meeting representatives of different communities residing in BTR and working on resolving all dif-

ferences,” Boro added. (PTI) 
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BENGALURU, Dec 16: Of
late, young people from every
nook and corner of the country
are being drawn to theatre in
droves, but have nowhere to
go, said playwright Heggodu
Prasanna, founder of Kar-
nataka's celebrated amateur
theatre group Samudaya and
the national president of Indian
People's Theatre Association
currently.

According to Prasanna,
whose method acting tech-
niques have become a source of
inspiration for many Bolly-
wood greats like the late Irrfan
Khan and Pankaj Tripathi, al-
though this kind of interest
from the youth had never hap-
pened before in the history of
theatre, this is not really sur-
prising as young people were
always looking to align them-
selves with something worth-

while. "What had happened
during the freedom movement
or the Naxalite movement,
where youth in cohorts would
go on to become activists, is
now happening with theatre.
And this is a crazy situation.
Because finally they all have to
go to Mumbai, the ghetto of ac-
tors," said Prasanna, when PTI
caught up with him in Mysuru. 

Realising that without an au-
dience, actors have nowhere to
go – with only a handful of
lucky ones making it into films
– Prasanna said he decided to
create an atmosphere that is
conducive to theatre by involv-
ing children.

Prasanna believes that if the-
atre is made a part of education,
not only will children grow up
to be appreciative of plays, but
the process will also play a big
part in nurturing the natural cu-

riosity of children. Plus, par-
ents will start paying attention
to theatre, he added.

Thus in Mysuru, the city that
still hangs on to its traditional
roots despite the onslaught of
the modern, the theatre veteran,
has floated his latest pet proj-
ect, Indian Institute of Educa-
tional Theatre (IIET).

"We, the theatre people, have
done some idiotic things. We
have done vague modernist
productions, which have iso-
lated the audiences. We have
lost the 'adult' audience more or
less. So if theatre in this coun-
try has to revive, one has to
work with children. We spent
the last two years, setting up
this institute. Now, we really
want to get into public schools
and start a campaign,” said the
Sangeet Natak Akademi win-
ner. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Dec 16: After
playing with Deep Purple and
its members on and off for sev-
eral years, singer-guitarist
Simon McBride says it's in-
credible to officially be a part
of the band that was such a big
part of his growing up years.

The Irish singer-guitarist
joined Deep Purple officially
last year as a replacement for
Steve Morse. He is set to per-
form in Bangalore on Saturday
and Sunday with members Ian
Gillan, Ian Paice, Don Airey
and Roger Glover for Book-
MyShow Live's newest IP,
Bandland.

McBride, who has never
been to India and hopes to soak
in the culture briefly during his
short trip to the country, said
Deep Purple's music has al-
ways been a huge influence,
not just on him, but on music
lovers all over the world.

"They've influenced me over
the years. I learned their songs
when I was a kid so it's incredi-
ble for me to be a part of that. I
never ever thought or believed
that my name would be at-
tached to Deep Purple but now

it is. I treat them like we're
playing in a normal pub band
or something," McBride told
PTI in an interview.

The Belfast-born guitarist
also counts Led Zeppelin and
Black Sabbath among his in-
fluences. A talented guitarist,
McBride mastered a guitar
when he was just nine and
was named 'The Guitarist of
the Year' by Guitarist maga-
zine when he was just 15
years old.

The musician said all the
band members get along well
because of their shared love for
music. "It is what keeps them
going and I'm exactly the same.
I've played with them all at
several times or several points
over the years. I get along with
them and get free reign to do
whatever I want, there are no
barriers," he said.

Deep Purple was formed in
1968 and has withstood many
changes over the years with
new members replacing old
artists. Paice is the last re-
maining original member
from band's foundation days.
(PTI)

MUMBAI, Dec 16: Actor Sunny Singh on Saturday said he
has concluded shooting for his upcoming movie "Risky Romeo".

Directed by Abir Sengupta, “Risky Romeo” is a neo-noir
comic tragedy about “modern day existential crisis”. It also stars
actor Kriti Kharbanda.

Singh, known for movies such as “Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety”
and “Adipurush”, said working on the movie turned out to be an
"extremely fulfilling experience for him.

"I usually do not get offered characters like this and only when
I started shooting I realised what Abir had seen in me and offered
me such a different character," the 35-year-old actor said in a
statement. 

"The genre of this film is completely unexplored in our indus-
try and it's a bold step towards showcasing emotions in a very
different way. And the city that Abir has chosen to film 'Risky
Romeo' is adding to the magic of the story. I cannot wait for the
audiences to experience what we experienced while shooting the
film," he added.

“Risky Romeo” is produced by Sengupta, along with Anushree
Mehta under their banner Jaadugar Films, in association with
Priyanka Mehrotra and Rameshchandra Yadav of PR Motion
Pictures. (PTI) 

SUNNY SINGH WRAPS SHOOTING
OF NEXT MOVIE ‘RISKY ROMEO’

Young people drawn
to theatre, but have

no audience: 
Kannada theatre

veteran Prasannaa

MUMBAI, Dec 16: Actor Sunny
Deol believes his recent release
"Gadar 2" has helped him establish a
connection with the younger audi-
ences, who have now started explor-
ing his past filmography. 

The Anil Sharma-directorial,
which landed in August, turned out
to be a surprise hit of the year with
over Rs 500 crore in worldwide
gross, much like its predecessor
"Gadar: Ek Prem Katha", which was
the highest grossing Hindi movie of
2001. "With ‘Gadar 2', what hap-
pened is all my fans and all the peo-
ple that wanted to see the kind of
cinema which they had seen in
‘Gadar', we kept the story that way
and people came to see the character,
which is deep rooted in their hearts.

"But the beauty of it was the new
generation which has got connected

to me. I was not connected to them
otherwise. They got to see what I'm
doing (in 'Gadar 2') and are now see-
ing some of my older films," Deol
told PTI in an interview. The 66-
year-old actor reprised his role of
Tara Singh in "Gadar 2", set years
after the events of the first movie. It
saw Tara Singh return to Pakistan in
order to rescue his imprisoned son
Charanjeet “Jeete” Singh (played by
Utkarsh Sharma) during the Indo-
Pakistan War of 1971. 

When "Gadar 2" came out, Deol
said, he visited some theatres and
was bowled over by the response.

"I could see the love and apprecia-
tion. It all felt good. I'm thankful for
the love and trust in me. From now
on, I'll keep doing movies that people
will love,” he added.

Prior to the film's release, Deol

said the sentiment among the indus-
try folks and critics was that the
movie will not work at the ticket
window. "We would not know about
the sentiment of the audience, we
would know about the sentiment of
the industry. Yaha industry ka senti-
ment itna woh nahi tha (The senti-
ment in the industry was not
positive), they were making predic-
tions, the critics and even others
bashed the film," he said.

But the audience is open to all
kinds of movies, whether it is his
movie, his younger brother Bobby
Deol's "Animal" or "Rocky aur Rani
Kii Prem Kahaani", which featured
his father Dharmendra in a pivotal
role. "We make films for the audi-
ence. Our films are made for all
kinds of audiences. Like there's ‘Ani-
mal' and ‘Rocky Rani'. Audience is

accepting all kinds of films. If the
critics want to critique a film, then
they should write thesis on art
movies, this cinema is not for that.

"It is high time that we all be nice
and happy that this year has been so
good for us and the audience is going
back to theatres. We are today offer-
ing films that they want to see. It is a
good time for Hindi cinema and I be-
lieve this will continue." 

As the eldest son of cinema icon
Dharmendra, Deol started his cinema
journey in 1983 with “Betaab” and
enjoyed a great run in the initial
years with hits such as “Arjun”,
“Ghayal”, “Damini”, “Ghatak”,
“Border”, “Arjun Pandit” and
“Gadar”, among others.

Post "Gadar", he went through a
dry patch which took him 20 years to
overcome. What kept Deol going in

all these years is his sportsman spirit
and a positive frame of mind.

"You have to walk a path. No mat-
ter how much you talk about it, argue
or (do) self-pity, you still have to
walk. Why waste your energy? "I'm
a sports guy. You win or you lose,
you learn and you move ahead.
Sports guys have a positive adrena-
line and that's what I have in me. I'm
one of those guys who gets up before
the sun rises and goes to sleep
(early). I love the days, I can't take
the nights," he said.

Asked whether he learned any-
thing during the rough patch in his
career, the actor said there is growth
in a person every day.

"That's how you keep moving,
rather than sitting and thinking about
it because what has to happen will
happen. If it (success of ‘Gadar 2')

hadn't happened, I would still be
working like this only and would be
trying to do something or the other. I
would not be grumbling and criticis-
ing," he said. The actor revealed he is
working on a number of projects cur-
rently, including the sequel to his
2007 movie “Apne”. The follow-up
will also feature his father Dharmen-
dra, brother Bobby and son Karan
Deol. Besides, he will also star in
"Baap" with Sanjay Dutt, Jackie
Shroff and Mithun Chakraborty, and
“Lahore, 1947”, which will be pro-
duced by superstar Aamir Khan.

"There were a lot of proposals
coming and it is very difficult to
work with all of them. But you can't
do everything. There are a couple of
films that I'm doing and they will be
announced when they are ready to be
announced.” (PTI) 

Sunny Deol says ‘Gadar 2’ helped him connect with
newer audience: They are now seeing my older films

NEVER
THOUGHT
MY NAME
WOULD BE
ATTACHED
TO DEEP
PURPLE:
SIMON
MCBRIDE

ADVANCE
BOOKING
OPENS FOR
SHAH RUKH
KHAN’S
‘DUNKI’

MUMBAI, Dec 16: Superstar Shah Rukh Khan on Sat-
urday announced advance booking has been opened for
his upcoming movie "Dunki".

Directed by Rajkumar Hirani, the movie is set to be re-
leased in theatres on December 21. It also features
Taapsee Pannu, Vicky Kaushal, Boman Irani, Vikram
Kochhar and Anil Grover.

"Aaj ki tazaa khabar sunn ke... Hardy toh nikal pada
hai cinemas ki ore. Aap bhi kar lijiye taiyaari... Kyun ki
khul chuki hai advance bookings humari. Book your tick-
ets now," the 58-year-old actor posted on X.

Billed as a saga of friendships, borders, nostalgia for
home and love, "Dunki" is a comedy-drama film based
on an illegal immigration technique named 'donkey
flight'. 

It marks Shah Rukh's third and last release of 2023 fol-
lowing back-to-back action blockbusters in "Pathaan" and
"Jawan". "Dunki” is directed by Hirani from a script he
co-wrote with Abhijaat Joshi and Kanika Dhillon. (PTI)
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NEW DELHI, Dec 16: Emo-
tions welled up inside
Saurashish Lahiri when Akash
Deep, the latest Bengal speed
merchant to enter Indian dress-
ing room, rang him up.

It was quite natural too as
Lahiri, his first state-level coach,
has seen the growth of Akash as
a cricketer from close quarters. 

"Today, Akash called up and
said, "Sir, main toh train thaa,
par train ko bhi patri pe laana
hota hai, woh aapne kiya. (I was
a train but the train needed to be
put on track, you did that),"
Lahiri, the former Bengal off-
spinner recollected the conver-
sation with his "ward" just after
he received the best news of his
career.

With his new ball colleague
Mukesh Kumar already making
the India cut, Akash would have
been hoping to get a chance or
two to prove his mettle like he
has been doing it for Bengal
over the past four years.

Hailing from a middle-class
family in remote Sasaram vil-
lage in Bihar, the 27-year-old

Akash had his share of struggles.
He lost his father and elder
brother and there was no pre-
vailing sporting culture in the
family.

Call it fate but just like Gopal-
ganj's Mukesh, who was playing
tennis ball cricket before 'Vi-
sion2020' changed his life,
Akash, who was a 'big name' in
Asansol's 'khep cricket' (tennis
ball tourneys in Bengal), even
went a step further and bowled
in a tournament in Dubai.

"I remember I once asked
him, did he have a passport and
he replied, "Not just a passport
sir, thappa bhi laga hai (immi-
gration stamp). Seeing the look
on my face, he said that he had
played in a high prize-money
tennis tournament in Dubai
also," Lahiri remembered.

Joydeep Mukherjee, the erst-
while Director of Bengal senior
team, also had a nice little anec-
dote about how he first found
out about the muscular hulk.

"It was at the Rangers
Ground, where a second division
CAB league match was being

held. I saw that the keeper was
standing hardly 10 yards behind
the stumps when a pacer was
bowling from one end, but the
keeper stood a good 35 yards
back when a lanky boy was op-
erating from the other end. 

The guy was bowling so
quickly which wasn't usual in

Maidan and more so in second
division," Mukherjee recol-
lected. 

"I immediately called up the
then U-23 coach Saurashish and
even he told me that he had
heard about him. We kept
Sourav (Ganguly), the then CAB
president in loop and he was put

in Vision2020 and was also
given accommodation at CAB's
dormitory at Eden Gardens as he
had no permanent place to stay
back then," Mukherjee remem-
bered.

At Vision 2020, former Ben-
gal pacer Ranadeb Bose worked
with him and the transformation
from tennis to season-ball
cricket happened pretty quickly.

There were some hurdles in
the way too. Once selected for
Bengal U-23, Akash developed
a pain in the waist and being
raw, he had little idea that he had
developed a stress reaction.

While erstwhile U-23 head
coach Lahiri told him to join the
U-23 trials where physios would
work on his rehabilitation, a jun-
ior state selector forced him to
bowl which aggravated his back
pain.

A furious Lahiri confronted
the selector, who was a small-
time former Bengal cricketer.

"He said how can we select
someone without seeing. I was
forced to tell him that I have
seen him bowl and he needs

rehab now. Whether you guys
select him or not, this boy will
make his U-23 debut," Lahiri
now laughs about how he lost
his cool when an injured new-
comer was pushed to bowl. 

Having taken 90 wickets in 25
red-ball games, Akash's biggest
strength is his pace and also the
ability to bowl vicious in-dip-
pers.

"At the domestic level, during
the last Ranji Trophy semi-final
between Bengal and MP, the de-
livery with which he dismissed
Rajat Patidar -- one that pitched
on the off-stump and cut back to
flick the off-bail off -- could
have got any batsmen out. 

He can bowl at the same pace
for a good 8-10 overs. His stock
delivery is inswinger but be-
cause he has superb wrist posi-
tion and gets deliveries to
straighten as well," Lahiri said.

Mukherjee believes that his
stint with the Indian team would
be a long one.

"Sai (Sairaj Bahutule) knows
about his potential when he was
with Bengal. Kamlesh (Jain), the

current Team India physio has
worked with him. There is Paras
(India bowling coach). He will
only get better in that environ-
ment. The best part is if you ask
him to repeat a drill 10 times. He
will do it 20 times. He is a coach
and captain's delight," said
Mukherjee.

Akash had a brief dip in form
after a season with RCB when
Jos Buttler launched into him
during a game at Chinnaswamy.
When he came back, Akash re-
alised that while trying to master
the outswing, he was losing his
stock delivery.

But fortunately, Lahiri was
there to hold his hand. Lahiri,
who was then doing his NCA
Level 2, in fact, had Akash as
"one of his projects". 

The Level-2 aspirants need to
work with two players and help
them in course correction and
NCA's coaching module strictly
says, 'don't tinker with player's
basic strength." His "project"
was successful.

For Akash, sky will be the
limit from here onwards. (PTI) 

Akash Deep: From Sasaram to Indian dressing
room via Kolkata Maidans

Aman Raj clinches Jaipur Open title in final-hole
thriller; Saptak, Sunhit take joint 2nd place

Odisha Masters: It
is Ayush vs Sathish
in all-Indian men’s

singles final
KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 16:
India's hopes of redeeming
some pride in the junior men's
hockey World Cup remained
only a dream as they lost 1-3 to
Spain in the bronze medal play-
off here on Saturday.

Goals from Nicolas Alvarez
(25th and 51st minute) and
Petchame Pau (40th) sealed the
deal in Spain's favour as Sunil
Jojo's 28th-minute penalty-cor-
ner strike was the only saving
grace for the two-time junior
world champion Indians, whose
perennial frailty with penalty
corner conversions came to the
fore yet again on Saturday.

This was India's second de-
feat to Spain in this edition of
the tournament, having lost to
the European team 1-4 in the
pool stages. India had also fin-
ished fourth in the last edition of
the tournament in 2021 in
Bhubaneswar. 

Spain, following the win
against the Uttam Singh-led
side, equalled their best show-
ing in the global tournament,
adding to the bronze they had
won in the 2005 edition in Rot-
terdam, beating India 6-5 on
penalties.

Spain were clearly the domi-
nant side and India would have
lost by a bigger margin had it
not been for some plucky saves
by India goalkeeper Mohith
Shashikumar after half-time.

Mohith effected two brilliant
saves in the 33rd minute when
the Spanish attackers had virtu-
ally run over the Indian defence.
Mohith's fine anticipation saw
him save two shots at the goal to
keep the scoreline 1-1.

Alvarez opened the scoring

for Spain in the 25th minute,
when he pulled away on the left
flank all the way to the goal-
mouth before sending in a diag-
onal shot, which got deflected
off the goalkeeper's gloves into
the goal.

Three minutes later, India

struck the equaliser with Sunil
Jojo scoring from the follow-up
of a penalty corner. Jojo's quick
anticipation saw him score with
a flick after the Spanish goal-
keeper had saved the first at-
tempt. On a day when India
again failed miserably with PC

conversions, quite like the semi-
final against Germany where
they wasted a dozen of them in
the 1-4 thrashing, they also
seemed to lack the will to go all
out. Barring Jojo's 28th minute
conversion, rest of the eight PC
attempts went abegging.

Spain's high-press game saw
Petchame Pau again give his
team the lead in the 40th
minute, sending the ball past
Mohith.

India's disjointed defence
took another goal in the 51st
minute when Cabre Verdiell's
run on the left found Alvarez,
who deflected the ball into the
goal as Mohith drifted to the
other corner.

As the timer clicked away,
there was desperation in the In-
dian camp, which resulted in a
couple of collisions, leading to
Petchame limping off three min-
utes before the final hooter and
Pere Amat also seeking the team
physio's help.

India last stood on the podium
in 2016 when they won the gold
medal in the Lucknow edition
of the tournament. Their first
title triumph had come in Ho-
bart in 2001, before finishing
runners-up in in Milton Keynes,
England in 1997.

Meanwhile, Germany, who
finished runners-up in 2021,
will play France in the summit
clash. (PTI) 

IndIa lose 1-3 to spaIn In
bronze medal playoff

JUNIOR MEN’S HOCKEY WC

CUTTACK, Dec 16: World Junior
championships bronze medallist
Ayush Shetty edged out Indonesia's
Alwi Farhan in a thrilling three-
game match to set up an all-Indian
final against Sathish Kumar
Karunakaran at the Odisha Masters
Super 100 badminton tournament
here on Saturday.

Ayush had lost to Farhan in the
semifinals of the World Junior
Championships to settle for a bronze
in Spokane, US. On Saturday, the
18-year-old from Karnataka rallied
his way to a 19-21, 21-14, 22-20 win
to avenge the loss and enter his
maiden Super 100 final here.

On Sunday, Ayush will be up
against compatriot Sathish, who will
also be playing his first Super 100
final of his international career. He
entered the summit clash after beat-
ing fellow Indian and defending
champion Kiran George 18-21, 14-
21 in a 41-minute semifinal.

The final tournament of the 2023
BWF World tour season will have
Indian representation in four out of
five finals with Unnati Hooda being
the only one to miss out in women's
singles. She lost 16-21 5-21 to for-
mer world champion and Olympic
medallist Nozomi Okuhara of
Japan.

India's Tanisha Crasto and Ash-
wini Ponnappa also advanced to
women's doubles final with a 21-17
21-13 win over Indonesians Arlya
Nabila Thesa Munggaran and Agnia
Sri Rahayu in the semifinal. It was
their third final in as many weeks.

The Indian pair had reached the
finals of Syed Modi International
Super 300 in Lucknow before win-
ning the Guwahati Masters super
100 last week.

Second seeds and world No. 24
Indian pair will face another Indone-
sian combination Meilysa Trias Pus-

pitasari and Rachel Allessya Rose in
the summit clash.

Tanisha will also compete in
mixed doubles final after she and
her partner Dhruv Kapila recorded a
21-14, 21-14 victory over Den-
mark's third seed Mads Vestergaard
and Christine Busch in the semifi-
nals. Tanisha and Kapila will meet
top seeds Hee Yong Kai Terry and
Tan Wei Han Jessica of Singapore in
the summit clash.

Sixth seeded Indian doubles pair
of Krishna Prasad Garaga and Sai
PRratheek K also progressed to the
final with a superb 21-17 17-21 21-
18 win over  Indonesian eighth
seeds Teges Satriaji Cahyo Hutomo
and Christopher David Wijaya. 

They will square off against sev-
enth seeded Lin Bing-Wei and Su
Ching Heng of Chinese Taipei. 

In a 73-minute battle, Ayush, who
hails from Sanoor near Karkala in
Karnataka, showed his grit as he re-
covered from a game down to out-
wit his Indonesian opponent.

The Indian made a good start and
held leads of 2-0, 7-4 but Farhan
kept himself in the hunt and turned
the tables after the interval. He took
a 14-12 advantage and then reeled
off three more points to eke out a 17-
14 lead. The Indonesian had four
game points but Ayush managed to
save three of them before Farhan
prevailed. After the change of sides,
Farhan marched ahead to a 8-5 lead
but Ayush never stopped fighting.
He recovered to 10-8 with five
straight points and then held on to
roar back into the contest.

Things were looking bleak for
Ayush in the decider when Farhan
grabbed a 13-9 advantage at one
stage. But the Indian showed great
composure to slowly make his way
to 19-19 and 20-20 then nosed
ahead. (PTI) 

NAVI MUMBAI, Dec 16: India
Women batter Shubha Satheesh has
suffered both fracture and disloca-
tion to her finger, informed captain
Harmanpreet Kaur on Saturday,
which has made her a doubtful
starter for the Test match against
Australia to be played next week.

Shubha did not bat in India's sec-
ond innings on Friday due to a bro-
ken finger nor take the field on
Saturday in the one-off Test against
England, which India won by 347
runs.

India will face Australia in an-
other one-off Test at the Wankhede
Stadium from December 21 to 24.

The BCCI informed before the
start of the play on the third day
that Shubha, who played her

maiden game for India across for-
mats, will take no further part in the
Test.

The Board did not provide any
details as to when and how Shubha
suffered the injury, though she had
warmed up ahead of the second
day's play on Friday. But the 24-
year-old did not take the field on
that day and was seen sitting in the
dugout with her fingers strapped.

After India completed their
world-record 347-run win over
England on Saturday, skipper Kaur
informed that Shubha had suffered
both fracture and dislocation to her
finger.

“Our medical team will give you
an update on that. She was not able
to bat in the second innings. She

had a fracture and suffered (a) dis-
location — both together,” Kaur
told the media during the press con-
ference.

Shubha suffered the injury be-
fore play began on the second day
(Friday) of the Test.

“Yesterday (Day Two) when we
were warming up she got injured,”
Kaur said.

Shubha, who top-scored for
India in the first innings with 69 off
76 balls became the 12th player
from the country to make a fifty on
debut in women's Tests.

She added 115 runs for the third
wicket with fellow debutant
Jemimah Rodrigues, which is now
the second highest ever partnership
in Tests for India. (PTI) 

Shubha Satheesh has fracture, dislocation
to finger; doubtful for Australia Test

JAIPUR, Dec 16: Aman Raj of Patna
produced a superb chip-putt on the last
hole to post an error-free final round of
four-under 66 and secure his fourth ca-
reer win by one shot at Rs one crore
Jaipur Open here on Saturday.

The 28-year-old Aman (65-66-64-66)
had a four-day total of 19-under 261 at
the Rambagh Golf Club here. The win
was also Aman's third of the year and his
second at the Jaipur Open, an event he

won previously in 2018.
Greater Noida's Saptak Talwar (64-65-

71-62) and Gurugram's Sunhit Bishnoi
(65-67-68-62) claimed tied second place
at 18-under 262 after they shot scores of
eight-under 62, the best rounds of the
tournament, on Saturday.

The winning cheque of Rs 15 lakh
lifted Aman from fourth to second posi-
tion in the TATA Steel PGTI Ranking
thus keeping his hopes alive of finishing

as No. 1 this season. 
Aman currently has season's earnings

of Rs 84,81,745 and trails the Order of
Merit leader Om Prakash Chouhan by
nearly Rs 29 lakh with one event remain-
ing in the season, the year-end TATA
Steel Tour Championship next week.

Aman, the overnight leader by two
shots, did not have the best of starts on
day four as he missed some birdie oppor-
tunities from short-range on the greens

and managed just one birdie on the front-
nine.  However, Aman, known to be one
of the calmest players on the tour, kept
his round together with a couple of cru-
cial par-saves from eight feet on the sec-
ond and 13th and a chip-in to save par on
the 11th.

Aman then began his surge towards
the title with his second chip-in of the
day on the 14th that resulted in a birdie.
He then saw it home with birdies on the

17th and 18th, both par-5s. On the 18th,
he emerged victorious after sinking a
five-footer following a superb chip shot
from over the green.

"With the birdies not coming my way
early on, I was trying to make pars to
keep the momentum going. I made some
clutch putts and outstanding par-saves
along with way, especially the chip-in on
the 11th. "After further gains on the 14th
and 17th, recovering well from the rough

on the latter, I was pumped on the last
hole as I knew a birdie was required to
win. I got it done with a great chip-putt,"
Aman said. "After the practice round I
was confident of having a good week
here. To win you need a few things to
favour you and I felt that happened in
round three. It's turning out to be a great
season for me and I'm now looking for-
ward to closing it on a high at the Tour
Championship next week." (PTI) 
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India Women pulverise England by 347 runs 
navi MuMbai, Dec 16: Deepti Sharma
played the enforcer’s role to perfection for the
second time in as many days as the dominant
India Women scripted a historic 347-run victory
over England on the third day of the one-off
Test here on Saturday. 

India set in motion the hunt for triumph while
declaring their second innings closed at the
overnight score of 186 for 6, leaving England
to climb a huge mountain of 479 runs in their
second innings.

The Indian bowlers led by off-spinner Deepti
(4/32) and pacer Pooja Vastrakar (3/23) then
bundled out England for 131 to celebrate a vic-
tory which now stands as the biggest in terms
of runs in the history of women’s Test cricket,
bettering Sri Lanka’s 309-run victory over Pak-
istan in April 1998.

It was also India’s first win over England at
home in 15 Tests, having beaten them in away
games twice in 2014, giving them a big boost
ahead of the one-off Test against Australia start-
ing here next week. 

Over the course of the last three days the In-
dians did not show any rust of not having
played Test cricket in two years, and a first at
home after nine years, while being at their ruth-

less best. 
But for all that slew of records, the Harman-

preet Kaur-led side should thank Deepti (8-2-
32-4) who was in her elements after that
sensational 5 for seven in the first innings, as
England lacked gumption to fight even on a
pitch that appeared to be far more gentle.

India did not have to wait for long for the first
breakthrough this morning.

It came in the form of Tammy Beaumont (17)
with pacer Renuka Singh moving the ball in
from outside the off to knock down her off-
stump. England sunk deeper after suffering twin
blows in Vastrakar’s first over. Sophie Dunkley
(15) played one straight into the hands of sub-
stitute Harleen Deol at gully.

Vastrakar then dealt England a body blow
when she cleaned up first-innings star Nat
Sciver-Brunt for a first-ball duck, getting the
ball to nip back in and passing it through be-
tween the bat and the pad. 

India also wasted two DRS reviews in haste
— one each against Heather Knight and Danni
Wyatt — but did not have to work too hard for
the third wicket. 

An on-song Vastrakar had one nipping away
after pitching to find an outside edge off

Knight’s bat, as Yastika Bhatia did the rest be-
hind the stumps. Knight made a 20-ball 21 with
four boundaries.

England’s misery continued when Wyatt
edged a delivery to the first slip for Deepti’s
first wicket in the innings after making 12. 

Deepti then had Amy Jones (5) pulling one
straight to short midwicket, and in her seventh
over of the innings, the 26-year-old hit the tim-
ber twice to dismiss Kate Cross (16) and Lauren
Filer (0). 

While Deepti narrowly missed taking 10
wickets in the game to become the first Indian
Women’s player to do so, Rajeshwari Gayak-
wad (2/20) enjoyed some success. 

The left-arm spinner had her first success in
the form of Sophie Ecclestone (10) when the
batter went for a sweep and missed to connect,
while Lauren Bell (8) was caught by Jemimah
Rodrigues at silly point for the final wicket of
the game. 

It was a perfect outing for India also given
that all their debutants in the game — Shubha
Satheesh, Rodrigues and Renuka — tasted suc-
cess, but there also was a dampener in the form
of Shubha missing the action on the second and
the third day owing to a fractured finger. (PTI)
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navi MuMbai, Dec 16: India
women’s cricket team captain Har-
manpreet Kaur on Saturday cred-
ited head coach Amol Muzumdar
for taking vital decisions for the
team, conceding that she lacked
the requisite experience of leading
in Tests, after they completed a
record 347-run win over England
here.

India took precisely seven ses-
sions to create the world record in
terms of the largest Test win by
runs, while also registering their
first-ever victory over England at
home and overall their sixth in 39
Tests, here at the DY Patil Sta-
dium. Harmanpreet, who made her
Test debut in 2014, led India for
the first time in the format in this
game.

“Our coach helped us a lot, I had
zero experience in leading the
team in Test,” Harmanpreet told
the media after the massive win.

“I was trusting his (Muzum-
dar’s) decisions — be it sending
Shubha (Satheesh) at one-down in
the first innings or whatever ideas
he gave in bowling, like the first 40
minutes were important today, the
idea was to put them (England) in

early and utilise the morning con-
ditions,” she said.

“His experience really helped us
and it also gave me time to decide
what was the best for the team,”
Harmanpreet added.

She said India were able to exe-
cute all their plans and set the tone
with their fielding, which proved
decisive for the hosts as they now
prepare to take on Australia in an-
other one-off Test next week.

“Everything went according to
the plan. We got the score that we
wanted and the bowlers did a good
job, both medium pacers and spin-
ners knew their plans and per-
formed accordingly,” she said.

“The biggest positive was our
fielding, especially in a long game
when you have to field for 90
overs (in a day) it is very important
to maintain the energy. We man-
aged to set the tone with our field-
ing,” Harmanpreet added.

She said that India relied heavily
on their batting experience in the
first innings to formulate bowling
and fielding plans, which saw Eng-
land being shot out for 136 and
131 in the two innings.

“We do not have much experi-

ence playing Test cricket to deter-
mine what sort of field placements
can help where. The more you bat,
the more you would understand
what fields to set for your
bowlers,” Harmanpreet said.

“The credit (also) goes to the
bowlers, whatever fields they were
given they bowled according to
that. Your job becomes easier
when your bowlers can bowl in the
right spots,” she added.

Harmanpreet praised India
debutant Shubha for her 69-run
knock in the first innings while
again mentioning Muzumdar’s
role in it.

“Shubha gave us a very good
start — that was also our coach’s
decision, during the practice game
at the NCA, he saw her batting and
taking the game ahead,” she said.

“He said, ‘if we can send her at
one-down she can give us a solid
start’ and she did it the way we
were expecting from her,” Har-
manpreet added.

The India skipper said there
would be no change in India’s ap-
proach in the one-off Test against
Australia from December 21-24 at
the Wankhede Stadium next week.

“The wicket (at Wankhede) is a
little different to this one. We have
two to three days to train and see
how the pitch is and accordingly
we can take the decisions. But we
will go with the same approach —
we will look to win,” she said.

Harmanpreet heaped praise on
bowling coach Troy Cooley, say-
ing that Indian bowlers have a lot
of trust on the former Australia and
England men’s team coach.

“Whenever we get an opportu-
nity to work with him, he moti-

vates us always, especially the
bowlers, which areas to bowl and
their line and lengths,” Harman-
preet said.

“The bowlers also trust him and
his decisions. Whatever decisions
he is taking for them, they are
trusting him and they are able to
execute the plans he is making for
them,” she added.

“You need a person you can
trust — especially a coach — and
they are trusting his ideas and
plans,” Harmanpreet said.(PTI)  

Head coach Muzumdar filled in for my lack of
Test captaincy experience: Harmanpreet

India Women record biggest Test victory in history

MuMbai, Dec 16: India will not have the services of Mohammed
Shami in their quest to register a maiden Test series win in South
Africa as the senior pacer was on Saturday ruled out of the two-match
series after the medical team did not clear him, the BCCI announced. 
Shami, who has been recuperating from an ankle niggle post his won-
der run in the recent ODI World Cup, was earlier included in India’s
Test squad but his availability was subject to him getting clearance
from the board’s medical team. 

The BCCI did not name any replacement for Shami. The first Test
between India and South Africa will start in Centurion from December
26. Before the opening Test, the Indian Test team members will play
a three-day intra-squad match from December 20. 

As of now, Shami is likely to continue his recovery at home and the
he could make a return during the Test series at home against England
starting from January 25 in Hyderabad.

The second Test against the Proteas will start at Cape Town from
January 3, 2024.

Pace-bowling all-rounder Deepak Chahar was also withdrawn from
the ODI squad after he expressed his unavailability to travel to South
Africa because of a family emergency. 

“Chahar has informed the BCCI that he will not be available for the
upcoming ODI series due to a family medical emergency.

“The Men’s Selection Committee has named (pacer) Akash Deep
as his replacement,” the BCCI statement read.

The BCCI also said in the statement that after the conclusion of the
first ODI in Johannesburg on Sunday, Shreyas Iyer will join the Test
squad to prepare for the two-match series. 

“He (Iyer) will not be available for the second and third ODI and
will take part in the inter-squad game,” it read. 

The BCCI also said head coach Rahul Dravid and other regular sup-
port staff will not oversee the three-match ODI series as they will be
monitoring the inter-squad game in preparation ahead of the Test se-
ries, underlining the significance the management is giving to a Test
series win in the Rainbow nation. 

“Team India (Senior Men) Head Coach Rahul Dravid, Batting
Coach Vikram Rathour, Bowling Coach Paras Mhambrey and Fielding
Coach T. Dilip will link up with the Test squad and oversee their prepa-
rations for the inter-squad game and the Test series,” the statement
said. 

In the absence of the regulars, the ODI team, which is to be led by
wicketkeeper-batter KL Rahul, will be handled by India ‘A’ coaching
staff comprising batting coach Sitanshu Kotak, bowling coach Rajib
Datta and fielding coach Ajay Ratra.

India’s updated ODI squad: KL Rahul (captain, wk), Ruturaj Gaik-
wad, Sai Sudharsan, Tilak Varma, Rajat Patidar, Rinku Singh, Shreyas
Iyer, Sanju Samson (wk), Axar Patel, Washington Sundar, Kuldeep
Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal, Mukesh Kumar, Avesh Khan, Arshdeep
Singh, Akash Deep. (PTI)

JohanneSburg, Dec 16: With a
clutch of new-gen stars lining up to make
their presence felt, India’s journey into their
ODI future will hit its first stop during the
opening match against South Africa at the
hulking Wanderers here on Sunday. 

Scepticism may be in the air about the rel-
evance of an ODI series with a T20 World
Cup in sight, but for India, and to a good ex-
tent for the Proteas as well, this face-off sig-
nifies the arrival of a fresh line, building up
ahead of the ICC Champions Trophy 2025.  

Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma have built
lofty castles in white ball formats over the
last decade and a half, but now they are in
the evening of their careers, and the younger
Indian names will perforce need to carry for-
ward their legacy. 

None then will be in more focus than KL
Rahul, who will lead India in this three-
match series. 

The wicketkeeper-batter has stood-in as
India skipper in the past, but a successful
outcome here could potentially land the
Bengaluru man the ODI captaincy for a
longer duration. 

While the likes of Rahul, Ruturaj Gaik-
wad, if he has recovered from the illness that
forced him to sit out of the T20Is, and
Shreyas Iyer have showcased their prowess
in the past, a few others will be eager to be-
come part of the jostle for space in India’s
white ball scheme of things. 

Rinku Singh has impressed everyone with
his impact outings in the T20Is so far this
year, and the team management will now be

eager to see him graduate to the 50-over ver-
sion, and the left-hander could make his ODI
debut on the morrow.

The international opportunity might also
come in the way of Rajat Patidar, who has
been churning out runs in domestic cricket
for a few years now, and Bhardwaj Sai Su-
darshan, who had a reasonable run in the
Vijay Hazare Trophy for Tamil Nadu, for
slots open the middle-order along with Tilak
Varma. 

The Indian think-tank will hope that these
young names could tick a few boxes against
a South African attack that has a depleted
look to it in the absence of rested Kagiso
Rabada and injured Anrich Nortje. 

India too will not have the three pacers
who shored up their bowling in the recent
ODI World Cup -- Jasprit Bumrah, Mo-
hammed Shami and Mohammed Siraj. 

While Bumrah and Siraj will feature in the
Test series, Shami has been ruled out of the
tour after the BCCI medical team did not
give him fitness clearance. 

In the absence of these senior pros, the
onus is squarely on the shoulders of bowlers
such as Avesh Khan, Mukesh Kumar and
Arshdeep Singh to marshal India’s pace de-
partment and they will have to show more
consistency despite producing a fine effort
in the final T20I against South Africa at this
venue. 

It is a non-negotiable task for them be-
cause Bumrah or other seniors’ continued
availability cannot be guaranteed going for-
ward. 

The Johannesburg surface showed a rather
unexpected leaning towards spin in the third
T20I on Thursday, and in that scenario, India

will be happy to have three experienced
campaigners in their ranks in Kuldeep
Yadav, Axar Patel and Yuzvendra Chahal. 

The visitors can also look to give a run to
off-spinner Washington Sundar, who can
also double up as a top-order batter. 

But among them, leg-spinner Chahal, who
had some excellent matches in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy for Haryana, will be eager to
prove that he is still a relevant force in white
ball cricket. 

Chahal was neither a part of India squad
in the World Cup nor was he there in the
T20Is against Australia at home. 

So, the 33-year-old will be hoping to get
a chance here to roll his arm and impress the
selectors. 

Sanju Samson, though he is slotted in as
a reserve wicketkeeper behind Rahul, will
be hoping to land a match or two in the se-
ries after getting cold shoulder from the se-
lectors for a good part of the season. 

the teams: 
india: KL Rahul (Captain, wk), Ruturaj

Gaikwad, Sai Sudharsan, Tilak Varma, Rajat
Patidar, Rinku Singh, Shreyas Iyer, Sanju
Samson (wk), Axar Patel, Washington Sun-
dar, Kuldeep Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Mukesh Kumar, Avesh Khan, Arshdeep
Singh, Akash Deep. 

South africa: Aiden Markram (Captain),
Ottniel Baartman, Nandre Burger, Tony de
Zorzi, Reeza Hendricks, Heinrich Klaasen,
Keshav Maharaj, Mihlali Mpongwana,
David Miller, Wiaan Mulder, Andile
Phehlukwayo, Tabraiz Shamsi, Rassie van
der Dussen, Kyle Verreynne, Lizaad
Williams. 

Match starts at 1.30 PM IST. (PTI) 

Mohammed Shami
to miss Sa tests;

Chahar pulls out as
akash Deep replaces

pacer in oDis

India eye ODI reboot from first ODI against South Africa

KolKata, Dec 16: India’s
Rohit and Nepal’s Subhash
Tamang beat their respective oppo-
nents on Saturday to set up a sum-
mit clash in the All-India Amateur
Golf Championship here.

Rohit, who has played on nu-
merous Indian Golf
Union teams, beat
Jordan Clay Bur-
nand of South Africa
2 & 1 in the semi-
final at the RCGC
here. In the other
semi-final, Tamang,
who is trained by
former Indian pro
Tarun Sardesai, beat
top seeded Altin Van
Der Merwe of South Africa 3 & 1. 

The final will be played over 36
holes in two sessions on Sunday.
Rohit and Tamang were seeded third
and fourth respectively after the
strokeplay. Van Der Merwe topped
the 36-hole strokeplay section
while Shat Mishra was second.

While Shat lost in the pre-quar-
terfinals, Van der Merwe’s run
came to an end in the semi-finals.

Rohit beat Rohan Singh Rana 3

& 1 in the first round and then
added the scalp of Anshul
Khabthiyal 3 & 2. Thereafter in the
quarter-finals, he moved past Ju-
jhar Singh on the 18th hole. He
beat South Africa’s Burnand 2&1
in the semi-finals. The match play

segment was arrived at
following 36-hole stroke
play segment. The top
32 players moved into
the second stage with 16
pairings in Round 1.

The team event,
which forms part of the
stroke play, was won by
South Africans Van der
Merwe and Jordan Clay
Burnand with a total of

2-under 286. India’s Sandeep
Yadav and Rohit were second at
294 and India ‘B’ comprising
Vinamra Anand and Shaurya Bhat-
tacharya were third at 295. The All
India Amateur Championships is
the country’s oldest golf tourna-
ment having started in 1892. The
Championships were not held dur-
ing the two World War and was
cancelled once in 2020 due to
Covid-19.(PTI) 

navi MuMbai, Dec 16: Indian women’s cricket
team head coach Amol Muzumdar on Saturday said
his side had got a taste of “what Test cricket is all
about” after crushing England by a massive 347 runs
in the one-off four-day match here.

Muzumdar was delighted with the effort of his play-
ers, and said he wants the team to continue in the same
vein against Australia in the one-off Test starting De-
cember 21 at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai.

“Absolutely brilliant stuff for the two-and-a-half
days. No Test match is easy but the efforts that the
girls put in, getting together 5-6 days before the Test
at Wankhede and the preparation was nice to result
into this win,” Muzumdar, a domestic stalwart, said
after the comprehensive win.

“We had thought that we’d play in a certain fashion
and I’d want them to continue to do that (score like
that on the first day). We didn’t plan to score 400 on
the first day. It’s a good sign for Indian cricket, all of

them who made their debut. “It’s the confidence they
carry because England is a strong side. They (India)
just got a taste of what Test cricket is all about.”

He was effusive in his praise of Deepti Sharma,
who earned the player-of-the-match award for her 67
in the first innings and a match haul of 9 for 39.

“I jokingly call Deepti (Sharma) ‘Stokesy’ (Ben
Stokes’ nickname). Nine wickets and a fifty, she’s an
important cog in the wheel and it’s important for her
confidence. “We have back-to-back Test matches for
the first time and we’re looking forward to the Aus-
tralia series as well,” Muzumdar said.

Deepti was proud of her effort and said the wicket
at the DY Patil Stadium here offered a lot of assistance
to the spinners. “Feels very good because we were
waiting for the Test to start. It’s a proud feeling and
we bowled according to plan. We were quite calm bat-
ting on the first day, trying to build partnerships, that’s
it,” she said. (PTI)

Srinagar, Dec 16: Real Kash-
mir Football Club (RKFC) contin-
ued their winning streak, securing
a 3-1 victory over Shillong Lajong
FC in their last home game of
round one in the I-League football
tournament here on Saturday.

The Snow Leopards made a
strong start with Kamal Issah scor-
ing in the fifth minute at TRC
Ground. But Karim Samb
equalised for Shilling Lajong FC
by scoring a goal in the 16th
minute as the first half ended with
both teams level at 1-1.

Fuelled by the fervent crowd,
RKFC relentlessly pressured the
visiting team and scored two more

goals in the second half.
RKFC regained the lead with

Gnohere Krizo’s goal in the 55th
minute before local boy Moham-
mad Inam sealed the victory with
a 69th-minute strike and was de-
clared man of the match.

RKFC is on third place on the
points table, tied on 20 points with
Sreenidi Deccan FC, trailing only on
goal difference. The Kashmir team
has played 10 games so far with six
wins, two draws and two losses.
Shillong Lajong’s second consecu-
tive loss kept them in fifth place with
16 points. RKFC will now play their
next away match against Delhi FC
on December 24. (PTI) 

With win against strong England, India have got a
taste of what Test cricket is all about: Muzumdar

Real Kashmir FC
sealed 3-1 victory over

Shillong Lajong FC

India’s Rohit meets Nepal’s Tamang
in final of All-India Amateurs golf
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