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NEW DELHI, Feb 12: Reserve
Bank of India Governor Shak-
tikanta Das on Monday ruled out
any review of the central bank’s
action against Paytm Payments
Bank (PPBL), saying the decision
was taken after a comprehensive
assessment of the functioning of
the lender.
In a major action against Paytm

Payments Bank (PPBL), RBI, on
January 31, directed it to stop ac-
cepting deposits or top-ups in any
customer accounts, wallets, FAST-
Tags and other instruments after
February 29.
“At the moment let me say

very clearly there is no review of
this (PPBL) decision. If your are
expecting a review of the deci-
sion, let me very clearly say there
is (going to be) no review of the
decision,” Das said at a press
conference after the 606th meet-

ing of the Central Board of Di-
rectors of the Reserve Bank of
India.
The meeting was addressed by

finance minister Nirmala Sithara-
man.
The governor said any decision

against entities regulated by the
RBI is taken after a comprehensive
assessment.

While emphasising that RBI is
supportive of the fintech sector,
Das said it is also committed to
protect the interest of customers as
well as ensure financial stability.
The central bank is expected to

soon issue a set of FAQs (Fre-
quently Asked Questions) on the
Paytm matter this week.
While announcing the action

against PPBL, the RBI had said the
direction follows persistent non-
compliances and continued mate-
rial supervisory concerns.
Earlier on March 11, 2022, the

RBI had barred PPBL from on-
boarding new customers with im-
mediate effect.
In its latest action, RBI has

asked the Paytm Payments Bank
not to take deposits/ credit transac-
tions/top-ups in any customer ac-
counts, prepaid instruments,
wallets, FASTags, and NCMC

cards, among others after February
29, 2024.
However, the central bank has

allowed credit of interest, cash-
backs, or refunds even beyond
February 29.
Further, withdrawal or utilisa-

tion of balances by PPBL cus-
tomers from their accounts,
including savings bank accounts,
current accounts, prepaid instru-
ments, FASTags, and National
Common Mobility Cards are per-
mitted without any restrictions, up
to their available balance.
RBI also directed termination of

the ‘nodal accounts’ of One97
Communications Ltd.
One97 Communications, which

owns Paytm brand, holds a 49 per
cent stake in Paytm Payments
Bank Limited but classifies it as an
associate of the company and not
as a subsidiary. (PTI)

RBI rules out review of action 
against Paytm Payments Bank

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Feb 12: BMW
Group India has introduced the
new BMW 7 Series Protection.
The car will be exclusively avail-
able with the petrol engine and as
a completely built-up unit (CBU)
from today onwards.
Vikram Pawah, president, BMW

Group India said, “For over 45
years, BMW has set the standard in
design and development of ar-
moured vehicles. The new BMW 7
Series Protection succeeds in
blending an unrivalled protection
concept with outstanding levels of
ride comfort and spaciousness, ex-
ceptionally advanced equipment

features and the class-beating dy-
namic prowess for which the brand
is renowned. This is a new kind of
protection vehicle that meets the
highest standards of ballistic pro-
tection and individual require-
ments. Even though this is a
protection vehicle, you will imme-
diately forget about this fact the
moment you sit inside and experi-
ence its exceptional luxury.”
The new BMW 7 Series Protec-

tion offers customised protection
from attacks with firearms or ex-
plosives for at-risk individuals. It
has been classified as offering
class VR9 protection based on the
internationally recognised official

test criteria of Germany’s Vereini-
gung der Prüfstellen für Angriff-
shemmende Materialien und
Konstruktionen (Association of
Test Laboratories for Attack-Resis-
tant Materials and Constructions -
VPAM, for short). The certifica-
tion is based, among other things,
on the third edition of the guide-
lines for Bullet Resistant Vehicles
(VPAM BRV) with regard to bal-
listic resistance and the guidelines
for Explosive Resistant Vehicles
(VPAM ERV, third edition) and
PAS 300 with regard to blast resist-
ance. The glass for the model even
protects against fire from calibre
7.62x5Li R ammunition - a threat
from the highest civilian resistance
class VPAM 1 0. A partial protec-
tion extension is also available as
an option for the new BMW 7 Se-
ries Protection in defined body-
work areas against fire from
VPAM 1 0 ammunition.
In order to ensure the confiden-

tiality of our elite clientele, BMW
provides exclusive consultancy
and personalized sales and service
support all across the country. The
new BMW 7 Series Protection is
serviced by certified special
garages only. Access to the vehicle
is restricted to very few selected
and specially trained personnel. As
part of the special customer serv-
ice, BMW offers special driver
training programs for security ve-
hicles.

BMW introduces 7 Series Protection
MUMBAI, Feb 12: The rupee ap-
preciated 7 paise to close at 83 (pro-
visional) against the US dollar on
Monday, on softness in the American
currency and easing crude oil prices.
However, weak domestic markets
and foreign fund outflows capped
sharp gains, forex traders said. At the
interbank foreign exchange market,
the local unit opened at 83.01 against
the greenback. The unit hit an intra-
day high of 82.98 and a low of 83.02.
The local unit finally settled at 83
(provisional) against the dollar,
higher by 7 paise from its previous
close of 83.07.
“We expect the rupee to trade with

a slight positive bias, positive global
equities and a slight correction in the
greenback.
“However, any bounce back in

crude oil prices amid ongoing geopo-
litical tensions in the Middle East and
selling pressure from foreign in-
vestors may weigh on the rupee at
higher levels,” said Anuj Choudhary,
research analyst, Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas.
Traders may take cues from India’s

CPI and IIP data.
“Headline inflation is expected

to ease to 5.09 per cent from 5.69
per cent. Investors may remain vig-
ilant ahead of US inflation data on
Tuesday,” Choudhary said, adding
the USD-INR spot price is ex-
pected to trade in range of ` 82.80-
83.20. (PTI)

Rupee rises 7 paise to close 
at 83 against US dollar
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Ajanta’s budget focuses on girls’
from punitive and regulatory measures, we need to empower girl children to decide when to marry,” she added.
Neog, however, said the students will be eligible for this benefit only if they study in any government institute

and are unmarried.
The girls will be provided an admission incentive of ` 10,000 for joining Class 11, ` 12,500 for graduation first

year and ` 15,000 for the previous year of post-graduation, and these will be in addition to the existing benefits
like free admission and providing scooty.
“I propose to set apart ` 240 crore towards this scheme in this budget,” Neog added.
She also said that the Assam Police is committed to combat child marriage, which is a severe violation of human

rights, and arrested over 4,000 people in more than 5,000 cases during special drives under relevant laws.
In another flagship scheme for women -- Mukhya Mantri Mahila Udyamita Abhiyaan, the state government

will provide an entrepreneurship fund of ` 10,000 to each of 39,67,743 members of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) in
rural areas, the finance minister said.
“Once they avail this benefit, we commit to facilitate a bank loan of minimum of ` 25,000 to each beneficiary.

Furthermore, upon the prudent utilisation and timely repayment of the loan amount, a capital subsidy of Rs 12,500
will be provided to the beneficiary.
“Thus, each beneficiary would get a minimum of ̀ 47,500 as grant, subsidy and loan together,” she said, adding

the programme will be extended to urban areas also to cover around 2.5 lakh SHG members.
On the poverty alleviation scheme Orunodoi, which deposits ` 1,250 monthly to women’s accounts, Neog said

2.5 lakh additional beneficiaries will be added to the existing lot of 27 lakh recipients, taking the total reach to
more than 30 lakh households in the state.
Earmarking ̀ 3,800 crore for the scheme, she said the government will start linking Orunodoi beneficiaries with

National Food Security Act (NFSA) with the help of their ration cards, besides considering insurance coverage
under Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) and Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY).
The Finance minister also announced the third phase of micro finance loan waiver scheme worth ` 550 crore

and said support will be offered to those poor women borrowers, whose accounts became non-performing assets
before March 31, 2021 and have an outstanding principal amount between ` 25,001 and ` 50,000.
On the job front, she said one lakh government jobs will be provided during the NDA’s five-year tenure from

May 2021 and already 94,506 youths have been recruited till January 2024.
“Further, advertisements for 35,910 posts have already been published, taking the total jobs created to 1,30,416.

You all agree that this is perhaps the first time such a record-level recruitment has taken place within the shortest
possible time,” she added.
Neog further said that there are many government jobholders in one family, while some families do not have

even a single government employee, and opined that the presence of government employees in as many families
as possible will augur well in terms of social equity in the recruitment.
“Keeping this in view, I am glad to announce that the government will provide 5 per cent weightage in total

marks to the candidates from families who do not have even a single employee from the government or public
sector. This shall be applicable in recruitment of all Grade-III and Grade-IV posts.
“In this regard, we shall come up with new legislation during the current year,” she added.
Neog said that the government in next financial year will construct 5,000 model Anganwadi centres with an

outlay of ` 1,250 crore, thereby completing the commitment of constructing 10,000 such units in the state. (PTI)

Budget catalyst for sustainable
entrepreneurship in the state. There will be additional support in the form of Subsidy and grants to SHG

members for taking up income generating activities,” he added.
Sarma said that the state has been continuously supporting Mahila Sabalikaran through expanding coverage

of Orunodoi upto 30 lakh, providing more relief to micro credit borrowers, financial support to Nijut Moina
and 39 lakh women entrepreneurs.
“With launch of Asom Mala 2.o and taking up many iconic projects, big push to infrastructure has been

given. This will have multiplier effects, helping common citizens of the state. Green Growth is an essential
pillar of Budget 2024. Under this we will plant 3 cr saplings, introduce electric buses and set up over 1000
MW of renewable energy plants and rooftop solar plants,” he added.
This year’s budget places a special emphasis on the well-being of the Tea Garden community through greater

investment in schools, 3 per cent reservation in government jobs and paying their arrear electricity dues, he
said. “Celebrating our rich cultural heritage has been an underlying theme in the Budget. The construction of
the Maa Kamakhya Corridor, Preserving land in and around our Satras, taking pilgrimage to Ram Mandir, Ay-
odhya, incentivising Bhaona and Raas Lila find prominence in our quest for cultural identity,” he avowed.

Assam budget lacks innovation
Congress leader said. Congress legislator Jakir Hussain Sikdar maintained that there was no model proposed

for the sustainable development of the state.
"People of the state will be depressed with this budget. They will not be satisfied. It is not development-ori-

ented and has nothing for sustainable development," he asserted.
Sikdar claimed the budget did not have anything new to offer, and also lacks mention of several old schemes.
Independent legislator Akhil Gogoi termed the budget as the "most routine one ever, lacking any innovation".

"There is not a single new thing in the budget. All the announcements included have already been spoken of
by the chief minister earlier," he said. Gogoi claimed that there was no proposal to develop infrastructure and
make the state ready to meet the changing times.
"It is focused on only one thing and that is to create beneficiaries," the MLA claimed.
Meanwhile, BJP state president and MLA Bhabesh Kalita hailed the budget as a step towards building a self-

reliant and prosperous Assam. He maintained that the budget focused on inclusive development and develop-
ment of infrastructure, like improved road network and schemes for women empowerment.
"This budget will help in strengthening the state’s financial position further in the years to come," Kalita

added.

Qatar releases 8 ex-Indian Navy
brief statement. The eight nationals are: Captains Navtej Gill and Saurabh Vasisht, Commanders Purnendu

Tiwari, Amit Nagpal, SK Gupta, BK Verma and Sugunakar Pakala, and sailor Ragesh.
Commander Tiwari could not return due to some pending paperwork, people familiar with the matter said.
The Navy veterans were on October 26 given death sentences by Qatar’s Court of First Instance. The Court

of Appeal in the Gulf nation on December 28 commuted the capital punishment and sentenced them to jail
terms for varying durations ranging from three to 25 years.
The Court of Appeal had also given 60 days to appeal against the prison terms.
In December, Prime Minister Modi had met the Qatari Emir on the sidelines of the COP28 Summit in Dubai

and discussed the “well-being of the Indian community” in Qatar.
It is learnt that national security adviser Ajit Doval played a key role in the negotiations with Qatari authorities

in securing the release of the Indians as he paid a number of quiet visits to Doha.
The Indian nationals, who worked with private company Al Dahra, were arrested in August 2022 reportedly

in an alleged case of espionage.
The charges were filed against the eight Indian Navy veterans on March 25 last year and they were tried

under Qatari law.
In May last year, Al-Dhara Global closed its operations in Doha and all those working there (primarily In-

dians) have since returned home.
“After completing his UAE visit, on February 14, the prime minister will travel to Doha, Qatar on February

14 afternoon. During the visit the prime minister will hold bilateral talks with Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad, the
Amir of Qatar and other high dignitaries,” Kwatra said on Monday.
The foreign secretary said India is grateful to Qatar for the return of the Indians.
“We are gratified on their return. We deeply appreciate the decision of Qatar’s government and the Amir to

release them,” Kwatra said.
“We are happy to have seven of those Indian nationals back. The eighth Indian national has also been released

and we continue to work with the Qatar government to see how quickly his return to India would be possible,”
he said. “The prime minister has himself personally constantly supervised all the developments in this case
and has never shied away from any initiatives that would ensure the return of the Indian nationals back to
home,” he said. Asked whether the Qatari Emir granted a royal pardon to the Indians, the foreign secretary de-
clined to comment. (PTI)

Assam govt ready for talks with
these are clauses dealing with political demands, Scheduled Tribe status for six communities, reservations in

education and jobs, illegal migration, and matters dealing with identity, culture, heritage, etc.
The minister said a joint committee comprising representatives of Central and state governments and the ULFA

will monitor the implementation of the various clauses from time to time. (PTI)

CM: ‘Over 1.59 lakh declared as
in the assembly. The chief minister said that 1,59,353 people have been declared as foreigners by these tri-

bunals till December 31, 2023. The FTs have disposed of 3,37,186 cases till the end of last year and 96,149
cases are pending before various FTs, he added. In reply to another question from Congress MLA Sherman Ali
Ahmed, Sarma said as per data, there are 96,987 D-voters in the state as of date.
He said a total of 41,275 D-voters are yet to receive FT notice as it is served after following due procedure

and it takes time to observe all formalities. (PTI)

Cong leader Bhupen Borah appears
motu against several Congress leaders, including Bhupen Kumar Borah, for allegedly deviating from the

permitted route of the yatra on January 18.  Borah was directed to appear before the investigating officer again
on February 12. Rana Goswami and others, also named in the case, had requested for a postponement, citing
health and personal reasons, which were reportedly granted by the police. 
KB Byju, another accused, appeared before the investigating officer on Saturday and was questioned for

several hours. On the other hand, Rana Goswami appeared at the police station on Sunday and underwent ques-
tioning for about three hours.

Country on trajectory to become
departments and central government organisations such as All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS),

Central GST, BSF, CISF, Indian Post, CRPF, FCI, EPFO, Banking services among others. Rozgar Mela was held
at 47 locations across the country and is a step towards the fulfilment of the PM’s commitment to accord highest
priority to employment generation in the country. The newly inducted appointees will also get an opportunity to
train themselves through Karmayogi Prarambh, an online module on iGOT Karmayogi portal where more than
880 e-learning courses have been made available for ‘anywhere any device’ learning format. (PTI)

IMPHAL, Feb 12: Manipur chief
minister N Biren Singh described
the current situation in the state as
a battle for survival and identity,
reflecting the gravity of the chal-
lenges being confronted.
Speaking at the launch of a skill

development programme here on
Monday, Singh emphasised the
need to address the crisis facing the
state.
“We are passing through trou-

bled times. The crisis we are facing
today is one of struggle for exis-
tence, survival, and identity. The
properties and identity, inherited
over centuries, have now become
insecure due to the lack of vision
of certain politicians. Our genera-
tion is insecure today, so the gov-
ernment is working to make your
future secure,” he said.
Singh also highlighted Union

home minister Amit Shah’s post on
social media regarding the cancel-
lation of the India-Myanmar Free
Movement Regime (FMR), under-

scoring its importance in address-
ing internal security and demo-
graphic challenges.
He stressed that the govern-

ment’s actions, including fencing
and the cancellation of FMR, aim
to ensure a safe and secure future,
thereby putting an end to wide-
spread illegal immigration and ac-
tivities like drug smuggling and
arms trafficking.

“The insecurity we have today
will not be faced by the genera-
tions to come. That is why we are
bearing all the criticisms,” Singh
added.
Addressing the launch of Honda

India Foundation’s project
‘Buniyaad - Aatmanirbharta Ka
Adhaar,’ Singh expressed gratitude
to the foundation for choosing Ma-
nipur. (PTI)

Manipur passing through troubled times,
govt keen on improving situation: CM

Over 60,000 students
to appear for board
exams in Nagaland

KOHIMA, Feb 12: Over 60,000
students are appearing for this
year’s Class 10-12 board examina-
tion in 68 centres across the north-
eastern state on Monday, officials
said. The examination will con-
tinue till March 6. Nagaland chief
minister Neiphiu Rio and his
deputy, Y Patton took to X to wish
the students luck for the tests.
“I urge you all to study hard,

stay focused, be confident and give
your best. Wishing you all good
health and may God bless your ef-
forts with success,” Rio said.
Patton added: “May each of you

approach the exams with confi-
dence, calm and clarity of mind.
Remember, success is not just
about marks, but the journey of
growth and learning you embark
on. May you all excel and emerge
victorious in every challenge
ahead. Good luck.” Various tribal
students’ organisations, including
the Naga Students’ Federation and
Eastern Nagaland Students’ Feder-
ation, have also wished them the
best for the board exams. (PTI)
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Arunachal CM launches One
Circle, One Product initiative

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Feb 12: Arunachal
chief minister Pema Khandu on Mon-
day launched the ‘One Circle, One
Product Initiative’ in four revenue cir-
cles in the West Siang district. He also
distributed spray machines among
farmers on the occasion.
A total of 4000 farmers in the

Kamba, Yomcha, Darak and Liro-
moba revenue circles of the West
Siang district received spray ma-
chines on the occasion.
Speaking on the occasion, Khandu

said, “The One Circle, One Product
Initiative has been launched to foster
agricultural growth in the state. The
initiative has been taken keeping in
line with the Centre’s One District
One Product initiative.”
“Launched ‘One Circle, One

Product’ initiative, providing spray
machines to 4000 progressive farm-
ers in: Kamba circle – Potato, Yom-

cha circle – Turmeric, Darak circle
- Millet, maize, Liromoba circle –
Ginger,” the Arunachal CM said in
a post on ‘X’.
“The initiative is aligned with the

Centre’s ‘One District, One Product’
scheme, fostering agricultural
growth,” he further said on ‘X’.
This new initiative aims to further

develop the agriculture sector of the
state through new technologies and
new innovations. It also aims to in-
crease farmers’ income and provide
better remuneration for their produce.
Promoting investment in agriculture
together with creating an effective
marketing network for farmers of the
state is another important aim of the
initiative.
This initiative aligns with the Cen-

tre’s ‘One District One Product
(ODOP)’ programme, an initiative
under the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade

(DPIIT) under the Union ministry of
commerce and industry that aims to
make the country and its people self-
reliant by fostering balanced regional
development across all districts of the
country. The programme selects,
brands and promotes one unique
product from each district, showcas-
ing the diverse range of products
across the country.
Under ODOP different products

are being identified from different
districts to be promoted for their
unique qualities and cultural signifi-
cance, which include various handi-
crafts, handloom, and agricultural
products that have been associated
with the identity of their place of ori-
gin. This in turn, will drive consumers
towards emporia, boosting sales and
increasing the visibility of such prod-
ucts even further to promote indige-
nous crafts and artisans of rural
women and self-help groups.
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GUWAHATI, Feb 12:  A host of
women-centric schemes were doled out
by the Assam government on Monday
in its ` 2.9 lakh crore budget for
2024-25 that included financial aid
to educate 10 lakh girls up to post-
graduation level to eliminate
child marriage.
In a year when the country

will vote to elect the next central
government, Assam finance minis-
ter Ajanta Neog did not levy any
new tax on the common people or
commercial establishments as well.
In an attempt to bring every family
in the government job’s network,

she proposed a new law for giving five

per cent weightage in total marks of a can-
didate applying in Grade-3 and Grade-4
posts if his or her family does not have any-
one working in government or PSU firm.
She estimated an aggregate budget re-

ceipts of ` 2,90,155.65 crore in 2024-25
against a proposed expenditure of 
` 2,88,560.71 crore, resulting in an estimated
surplus of ` 1,594.94 crore. “This, together
with the opening deficit of ` 2,369.41 crore
will lead to a Budget deficit of ` 774.47
crore at the end of the financial year 2024-
25,” she added. Talking about the size of the
state economy, Neog said the GSDP is esti-
mated to touch ` 6.43 lakh crore during the
next financial year as against ̀ 5.7 lakh crore
(advanced estimate) in 2023-24.

“We are not imposing any burden of ad-
ditional tax on the people of Assam in the
current budget,” she added in her 100-page
budget speech.  The Lok Sabha elections are
likely to take place across the country, includ-
ing Assam, in March-April this year, and the
ruling BJP claimed earlier that the NDA will
win 12 seats out of 14 from the state.
Announcing a new flagship scheme

Mukhya Mantri Nijut Moina (MMNM),
Neog in her Budget speech said that 10 lakh
girls will be supported with financial grants
as admission incentive to continue their ed-
ucation to higher secondary, graduation and
post-graduation studies. “This is to bolster
the government’s mission to eliminate child
marriages. Apart (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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Country on trajectory to become third-largest
economy in world by 2030: Sonowal

‘The PM has a vision to transform India to become completely Atmanirbhar’

GUWAHATI, Feb 12: Union min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal on Mon-
day said India is on a trajectory
toward becoming the world’s third-
largest economy by 2030 under the
leadership of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.
India has created the world’s

third-largest startup ecosystem by
instituting initiatives such as Start-
Up India, which has resulted in cre-
ating innumerable opportunities for
the youth of the country, the Union
minister for shipping, waterways,
ports, and ayush said at the ‘Rozgar
Mela’ here after the PM virtually
addressed newly recruited persons
who were handed over appointment
letters.
“India had reeled under poverty

during the dark era of Congress
governments but a new age has

dawned now where welfare of peo-
ple, growth of economy and devel-
opment of society are foremost
important action areas for the Modi
government”, he said.

The PM has a vision to transform
India to become completely ‘At-
manirbhar’ and the most powerful
nation by the end of Amrit Kaal, the
Union minister said.

“During this phase, the contribu-
tion of the youth as stakeholders
holds the most important position as
changemakers. As we welcome the
new recruits to the government
today, I congratulate you and call
upon all to commit to the cause of
nation building by becoming true
Karmayogis”, Sonowal said.
“Modi Ki Guarantee’ has con-

firmed that welfare of the people is
possible by working for them sin-
cerely and the Prime Minister has
‘delivered with his works, keeping
his words and giving his identity as
true Karmayogi. Let us all join in
this wonderful initiative of his and
commit ourselves to the cause of na-
tion building”, he added.
Sonowal distributed appointment

letters to 158 candidates who joined
various (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Cong leader Bhupen Borah appears again 
before Jorhat Police in route deviation case

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, Feb 12: Assam Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (APCC) president Bhupen Kumar Borah made
his second appearance before the investigating officer
(I/O) at the Jorhat Police Station on Monday. 
This appearance is in connection with a case regis-

tered last month at Jorhat PS, pertaining to alleged vi-
olation of the permitted route and causing disruptions
in Jorhat town during Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra on January 18 this year.
Accompanied by a group of lawyers, Borah was

questioned for approximately two and a half hours re-
garding the deviation of the yatra route. 
While speaking to reporters, Borah asserted that he

provided the police with all the information he pos-
sessed about the yatra’s passage through Jorhat town.
Alleging harassment and an attempt by the govern-

ment to suppress the main Opposition party (Con-
gress) using various means, especially with
parliamentary elections looming, Borah targeted the
chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma for adopting a
policy of intimidation against the opposition.
Asserting the non-partisan nature of the Assam Po-

lice during the Congress’s previous tenure in the state,
Borah questioned the current government’s actions,
alleging bias and harassment against opposition lead-

ers. Borah also revealed that he had requested the po-
lice not to summon him again to Jorhat PS before the
upcoming polls, as he would be actively involved in
campaigning. 
Addressing the issue of lodging at the Jorhat Circuit

House, Borah claimed he was denied entry on Sunday
night despite being informed of accommodation
arrangements. 
“Orders from higher-ups prevented his access, forc-

ing him to stay at a hotel,” he added.
It is noted that a case (No. 20/2024) was registered

at the Jorhat Police Station under various sections after
police lodged an FIR suo (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

AJANTA’S BUDGET FOCUSES ON GIRLS’ EDUCATION, JOB CREATION

Budget 2024-25 draws inspiration from
Adarniya Prime Minister Shri 
@narendramodi  ji’s grand vision of
transforming India into a Viksit Bharat
during Amrit Kaal

- Himanta Biswa Sarma

Budget catalyst for 
sustainable growth: CM

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Feb 12: Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma praised
the budget presented by Assam fi-
nance minister Ajanta Neog for the
2024-2025 financial year, stating
that it provides a realistic roadmap
for sustainable growth and em-
ployment opportunities.
Sarma highlighted that the

Assam Budget draws inspiration
from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of transforming
India into a Viksit Bharat during
Amrit Kaal. “Assam Budget 2024-
2025 draws inspiration from
Adarniya Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi ji’s grand vision
of transforming India into a Viksit
Bharat during Amrit Kaal. I con-
gratulate Hon’ble Finance Minister
Smt. @ajantaneog for presenting a
Budget that will help to place

Assam, amongst top 5 states in the
country,” he wrote on micro-blog-
ging site X.
The chief minister also shared

the exceptional takeaways in
Budget 2024-25, where claimed
that the state’s economic growth is
consistently exceeding the national
GDP growth rate. He further in-
formed that Assam has taken Cap-
ital Expenditure to a new historical
level and we are likely to cross `
20,000 crore figure in 2024-25,
compared to 16,000 cr in 2022-23.
Commenting on the employ-

ment opportunities, Sarma claimed
that Budget 2024 places requisite
focus upon creation of employ-
ment opportunities.
“After achieving a goal of 1 lakh

plus Jobs, this year, our govern-
ment has laid emphasis on
strengthening (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Assam budget lacks
innovation: Oppn

GUWAHATI, Feb 12: Opposition
parties in Assam criticised the state’s
budget for the fiscal 2024-25, claim-
ing it lacked innovation and was fo-
cused only on creating beneficiaries
rather than sustainable development of
the state. The ruling BJP, however,
termed it a step towards building a self-
reliant Assam and further strengthening
the state’s financial position.
Finance Minister Ajanta Neog pre-

sented a ` 774.47 crore deficit budget
for the next financial year and pro-
posed no new tax on people ahead of
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections.
Deputy Leader of Opposition in the

assembly, Rakibul Hussain, ques-
tioned the government for not present-
ing any report on the implementation
of previously announced schemes.
“A white paper on the progress of

implementation of announcements
made in the previous budgets was nec-
essary,” the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

One lakh plus jobs
Projects for Amrit kaal
3% reservation in government jobs
of tea tribe community
` 100 crore Capital Grant would be
provided to Dibrugarh University

Third Assam Bhawan
in New Delhi
` 150 cr as a special
grant for the KA
` 220 cr and ` 125 cr  as
a special grant was 
allocated for the NC Hills

Construction of 13000 houses under Mukhya
Mantri Awaas Yojana of tea tribe community

Supporting the Employees of Different Societies (Ex-Gratia) 

Qatar releases 8 ex-Indian Navy personnel;
PM Modi ‘personally supervised’ case: FS

NEW DELHI, Feb 12:Qatar has released eight jailed
former Indian Navy personnel and seven of them re-
turned home on Monday morning, in what is being
seen as a major diplomatic victory for India that came
nearly three-and-half months after a Qatari court
handed them death sentence that was subsequently
commuted to jail terms.
Foreign secretary Vinay Kwatra said Prime Minister

Narendra Modi himself constantly supervised all the de-
velopments in the case and has never shied away from
any initiatives to ensure the return of the Indians.
At a media briefing, the foreign secretary an-

nounced that Modi will travel to Qatari capital Doha
on Wednesday after concluding his two-day trip to the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), but indicated that the
trip was long conceived.
The foreign secretary, without elaborating, said

New Delhi continues to work with the Qatari govern-
ment to ensure the early return of the eighth Indian.
In an early morning statement, the Ministry of Ex-

ternal Affairs (MEA) said India appreciates the deci-
sion by the Emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al-Thani enabling the release and home-coming of the
Indians.
The former Indian Navy personnel apparently faced

charges of espionage, but neither the Qatari authorities
nor New Delhi made the charges against them public.
“The Government of India welcomes the release of

eight Indian nationals working for the Dahra Global
company who were detained in Qatar,” the MEA said.
“Seven out of the eight of them have returned to

India. We appreciate the decision by the Amir of the
State of Qatar to enable the release and home-coming
of these nationals,” it said in a (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

CM: ‘Over 1.59 lakh
declared as

‘foreigners’ in Assam’
GUWAHATI, Feb 12:More than
1.59 lakh people have been de-
clared as ‘foreigners’ in Assam so
far, chief minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said on Monday.
He said that another 96,000 have

been marked as ‘Doubtful’ (D) vot-
ers. Sarma, who also holds the
Home portfolio, said 100 Foreign-
ers’ Tribunals (FTs), which deal
with the citizenship issue of D-vot-
ers in the state, are currently func-
tional in the state.
He was responding to a question

by opposition AIUDF legislator
Aminul Islam (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Assam govt ready for talks with
ULFA (I): Minister Pijush Hazarika
GUWAHATI, Feb 12: The Assam
government is ready to hold peace
talks with the hardliner ULFA (In-
dependent) and doors for negotia-
tions with its chief Paresh Barua are
open, parliamentary affairs minister
Pijush Hazarika said in the state As-
sembly on Monday.
The Barua-led faction has re-

mained outside the ambit of negoti-
ations even as a peace pact has been
signed with the pro-talks group,
Hazarika said.
Responding to a discussion on the

recently-signed tripartite peace
agreement with ULFA, Hazarika,
on behalf of chief minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma who also holds the
Home department, said the govern-
ment is willing to hold talks with the
ULFA (I) also.
“The ULFA had split into two

groups, and the one led by Arabinda
Rajkhowa and Anup Chetia, had
come forward for talks and the
peace pact was signed. The other
faction, led by Barua, is yet to en-
gage in talks and rechristened itself
as ULFA (I)”, he said. “The govern-
ment has been repeatedly urging
Paresh Barua to come for talks and
we feel that peace will be further
strengthened in the state if his fac-
tion also come overground”, the

minister added.
The matter was raised by opposi-

tion Congress MLA Kamalakshya
Dey Purkayastha, who raised appre-
hensions over the utility of the peace
agreement when one of the faction
was not a signatory.
The pro-talks ULFA had signed

the agreement with the Central and
state government in New Delhi on
December 29 last year.
Hazarika, replying to a question

by another Congress legislator
Bharat Chandra Narah, laid in the
House that the peace agreement
with the ULFA has 12 clauses.
Among (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

25 YEARS OF DEDICATED JOURNALISM

` 2.9 LAKH CRORE BUDGET PRESENTED IN HOUSE NO NEW TAX LEVIED
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NEW DELHI, Feb 12: Massive deploy-
ment of police and paramilitary person-
nel besides multi-layered barricading
have taken place to seal the national cap-
ital borders at Singhu, Tikri and
Ghazipur to prevent the protesting farm-
ers from entering the city during their
scheduled ‘Delhi Chalo’ march on Tues-
day. The police are also using drones to
keep a tight vigil at border points, an of-
ficial said, adding that they are fully pre-
pared to deal with any law and order
situation.
In view of the farmers’ protest and

march to Parliament, the Delhi Police
started preparations to check the advanc-
ing farmers march beforehand, an officer
said.Multiple layers of barricades with
concertina wires, nails and huge concrete
blocks and containers have been placed
along the entry points to the national cap-
ital. With traffic restrictions and security
measures in place, the motorists had a
hard time commuting between Delhi and
NCR towns.
The Delhi Police has imposed pro-

hibitory orders for a month banning

entry of procession of tractor, truck or
other vehicles in the city.
According to an order issued by police

commissioner Sanjay Arore, there will
be a complete restriction on assembly of
people, rallies and entry of tractor trol-
leys carrying people. During their protest
in 2020, farmers from different states,
mainly Punjab, Haryana and UP, had
staged sit-in at three border points -
Singhu, Tikri and Ghazipur.
Riding tractors and other vehicles, the

farmers had sat at these three border
points from August 2020 to December
2021. In 2020, the police had to rush the

logistics to check the entry of the farmers
moving in procession of tractors.
A makeshift office has been set up at

Singhu border to keep round-the-clock
vigil on the developing situation.
The police have also sealed the rural

roads bordering Haryana to stop the pro-
testers from moving ahead to enter
Delhi. Huge deployment of paramilitary
personnel on Delhi-Rohtak and Delhi-
Bahadurgarh roads has taken place.
Outer Delhi DCP Jimmy Chiram was
seen discussing the arrangements with
other personnel.
Heavy concrete blocks and razor sharp

wires were used to block roads. Police
are using drones to monitor the area.
Sealing of the borders led to traffic

spill over in the border areas of Delhi
that further led to sluggish vehicular
movement inside the city on Monday.
Several farmer associations, mostly

from Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab,
have called for the march on February 13
to demand a law guaranteeing MSP for
their produce, one of the conditions they
had set when they agreed to withdraw

their agitation in 2021.
Delhi police commissioner Sanjay

Arora visited the city’s borders with
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh on Sunday to
check the security arrangements.
According to an advisory, traffic re-

strictions have been imposed for com-
mercial vehicles at the Singhu border
since Monday. Tuesday onwards, the re-
strictions apply to all types of vehicles,
it said. The police have deployed more
than 5,000 security personnel while
cranes and earth movers carrying large
containers to block the road were also at
work.
Multiple security barricades have al-

ready been installed at the borders to stop
the farmers from entering the national
capital. Nails have been erected on roads
so that if the protesting farmers try to
enter the city on vehicles, their tyres get
punctured, the officials said.
Meanwhile, prohibitory orders under

Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC) have been enforced in the
northeast district of Delhi to maintain
law and order. (PTI)

Union ministers to meet
with farmers in Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH, Feb 12: A team of
three union ministers will hold talks on
Monday with a delegation of farmer lead-
ers, who are planning to march towards
Delhi to press for their demands. Mean-
while, tractor-trolleys in large numbers set
out from different parts of Punjab in the
morning to join the march.
Haryana authorities have fortified the

state’s border with Punjab at many places
in Ambala, Jind, Fatehabad and Kuruk-
shetra using concrete blocks, iron nails
and barbed wire to scuttle the farmers’
proposed ‘Delhi Chalo’ march on Febru-
ary 13. The Haryana government has also
imposed restrictions under Section 144 of
the CrPC in as many as 15 districts, pro-
hibiting the assembly of five or more peo-
ple in 15 districts and banning any kind of
demonstration or march with tractor-trol-
ley. The Samyukta Kisan Morcha (Non-
Political) and the Kisan Mazdoor Morcha
have announced that more than 200 farm
unions would head to Delhi on February
13 to press the Centre to accept several de-
mands, including the enactment of a law
to guarantee a minimum support price
(MSP) for crops.
Union ministers Piyush Goyal, Arjun

Munda and Nityanand Rai are scheduled
to arrive in Chandigarh on Monday to hold
a second round of talks with the farmer
leaders to discuss their demands. The
meeting will be held at the Mahatma
Gandhi State Institute of Public Adminis-

tration in Sector 26 at 5 pm.
Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh Committee

general secretary Sarwan Singh Pandher
Monday said a convoy of tractor-trolleys
set out in the morning from Beas in Am-
ritsar to assemble in Fatehgarh Sahib dis-
trict.
Many farmers from Moga, Bathinda

and Jalandhar districts have also started
from their villages to join the march.
SKM (Non-political) leader Jagjit Singh

Dallewal said tractor-trolleys will assem-
ble at Fatehgarh Sahib district and Mehlan
Chowk in Sangrur on Monday evening.
In the national capital, traffic restric-

tions have been put in place and security
arrangements intensified at the Singhu,
Ghazipur and Tikri borders ahead of the
march to prevent vehicles carrying pro-
testers from entering the city.
The first meeting of the farmer leaders

and the three Union ministers was held on
February 8.
Besides a legal guarantee for minimum

support price (MSP), the farmers are also
demanding the implementation of the
Swaminathan Commission’s recommen-
dations, pensions for farmers and farm
labourers, farm debt waiver, withdrawal of
police cases and “justice” for victims of
the Lakhimpur Kheri violence.
The farmers have planned to head to

Delhi from the Ambala-Shambhu border,
Khanauri-Jind and the Dabwali border.
Dallewal slammed the Haryana govern-

ment for making heavy security arrange-
ments at the Punjab-Haryana borders and
for allegedly “harassing” farmers who
wanted to join the ‘Delhi Chalo’ march.
The government is holding a dialogue

with farmers and yet, heavy barricading
has been done at Punjab-Haryana borders,
he said.
Putting the Haryana Police on alert in

view of the proposed march, the state au-
thorities have placed reinforced concrete
barricades, barbed wire and anti-riot vehi-
cles on the roads.(PTI)

Huge security deployment, multi-layered 
barricading at borders to stop ‘Delhi Chalo’ march
Prohibitory orders under Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) have been enforced in the northeast district of Delhi

HALDWANI (UTTARAKHAND), Feb 12: Additional
paramilitary forces were deployed Monday in the town’s
Banbhoolpura area where violence erupted last week
after authorities demolished an “illegally built” madrasa,
officials said.
Nainital District Magistrate Vandana Singh said 120

arms licences have been cancelled in Banbhoolpura and
the police are trying to trace people who took part in the
rioting on February 8 in which police personnel and mu-
nicipal corporation workers were attacked and a police
station set on fire. Six people, including five alleged to
be rioters, were killed while 60 people were injured in

the violence, officials said.
“Every effort is being made to maintain peace in Hald-

wani,” Singh said. She added that the situation in all
areas of Haldwani, including Banbhoolpura, is now “nor-
mal and under control”.
Nainital Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP)

Prahlad Meena said additional companies of central
paramilitary forces have been deployed at sensitive
places in Banbhoolpura.
Earlier, over 1,000 security personnel were already de-

ployed in the area. The curfew has been lifted in the rest
of Haldwani except the Banbhoolpura area, after which

the administration has started streamlining the essential
services, the officials said.
“Buses, trains and other essential services have been

started in Haldwani. Schools and markets have opened.
The restrictions are limited to Banbhoolpura,” the DM
said.
SSP Meena said essential commodities are being sup-

plied to the residents of the curfew-hit area and more fa-
cilities will also be provided to them soon. Banbhoolpura
Primary Health Centre and the medical stores in the area
have been opened and gas cylinders are also being sup-
plied to the residents, Meena said. (PTI)

Additional central forces deployed in curfew-hit Banbhoolpura, say officials
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Governor Kataria pushes for SDG 
alignment in departmental activities

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Feb 12: Gover-
nor Gulab Chand Kataria con-
vened a meeting to receive a
briefing on the activities of the
Indigenous and Tribal Faith and
Culture Department in the pres-
ence of minister Nandita Gorlosa
on Monday at Raj Bhavan.
The meeting was held to delib-

erate upon the multifaceted activ-
ities of the department,
encompassing the comprehen-
sive scope of its four directorates
and their work. 
A wide array of topics, includ-

ing best practices, the identifica-
tion of role models, and the
evaluation of key performances
across the directorates, were dis-
cussed. 
Moreover, significant attention

was devoted to aligning the de-
partmental initiatives with the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) to achieve targets and
serve the people of the state bet-
ter.
The meeting also took stock of

the activities that the department
has undertaken during the ‘Amrit
Kaal’ to fulfill the aims and aspi-
rations of the people in meeting
a prosperous and sustainable fu-
ture. 
The Governor also empha-

sised the preservation of folk and
oral traditions, recognising their
intrinsic value as repositories of
cultural heritage. 
He, therefore, underscored the

pivotal role heritage tourism can

play in showcasing the rich
socio-cultural practices of in-
digenous communities.
Moreover, the Governor also

stressed the preservation of orig-
inal manuscripts and textual re-
sources as they are invaluable
repositories of indigenous
knowledge. 
He also emphasised the need

for concerted efforts to translate
these resources into English,
Hindi, and local languages.

In addition, the Governor ad-
vocated for strategic partnerships
with universities to facilitate re-
search for higher knowledge and
innovation. 
Moreover, he stressed the need

for digitising museums to facili-
tate people from across the world
in accessing the rich resources of
the ancient cultural heritage of
the state. 
He also advocated for using

the services of technology giants
such as Google to amplify the
visibility of these cultural re-
sources.
Commissioner and secretary,

Indigenous and Tribal Faith and
Culture Department, Ranjan
Sarma gave the presentation
about the department and its di-
rectorates in the meeting. Com-
missioner and secretary to the
Governor, SS Meenakshi Sun-
daram, and other senior officers
from the Indigenous & Tribal
Faith and Culture Department
and Raj Bhavan were present
during the meeting.

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Feb 12: Noted artist Tankeswar Baidya ceremonially re-
leased ‘Prathikrit Sangeetajnya Sushil Benarjee’, a book detailing the life
and works of the renowned expert and master of classical music, Sushil
Kumar Benarjee, at a prestigious function organised at Nagaon Kollul
Bhavan on Monday.
The book was published by Nanda Benarjee, also an expert and master

of classical music and the son of the veteran musician. 
The program commenced with the lighting of the earthen lamp at the

portrait of Sushil Benarjee by former AGP minister and academician
Girindra Kr Boruah.
Naushad Akhtar Hazarika, the general secretary of Kollul Sangskritik

Gosthi, Nagaon, chaired the program, while Dr Jyotirmoy Jana, retired
professor of Nowgong Girls’ College and noted critic of Assamese liter-
ature, attended the program as the chief guest. 
Additionally, artists Tarini Mohan Sharma, Rati Mohan Nath, Ariful

Haque, Krishna Dulal Baruah, Gurmail Singh, Dr Sarbeswar Bora, Surya
Kr Raja, and other noted individuals from literary and cultural fields were
present at the event.
Born in 1904 at Bikrampur Shulghar in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Sushil Be-

narjee subsequently settled in Nagaon Fauzdaripatty and continued teach-
ing classical music until his demise in 1976. 
Throughout his life, he imparted education on classical music to several

hundred students across the state, as asserted in a release on Monday af-
ternoon.

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Feb 12: The Diphu District Committee of the Karbi Students
Association (KSA Jemson Timung), in their release, stated that extensive
sand mining is being carried out on Laichan Nihanglangso River illegally. 
KSA stated that they have repeatedly informed the DFO, East Division

about the violation of the Rivers and Canals Act 1863. 
The KSA pointed out the forest range officer of Eastern Range, Boka-

jan, Nickson Ronghang, for adopting pressure tactics on KSA to come to
a compromise. KSA alleged that the range officer, Ronghang, has sent
his staff to deal with KSA for a compromise and made calls more than
50 times.The range officer illegally collects ` 1,500 per truck of sand
from sand suppliers despite having necessary documents.
KSA stated that anyone approaching them for a compromise will be

viewed as an attempt to bribe and threaten the KSA, and proceedings will
be initiated accordingly. The student organisation will not keep silent until
range officer Ronghang is punished for causing damage to Laichan Ni-
hanglangso River.

Book on renowned classical music
maestro released in Nagaon

HT Correspondent
GOSSAIGAON, Feb 12: David Besra, president of the
Santal Tribal Welfare Committee, emphasised the dire
situation faced by approximately 243 families in the
Indo-Bhutan border villages who have been unable to
return to their homes since the 1996-98 Bodo-Santal
ethnic clash. This conflict resulted in the destruction of
their homes, property, and land, leading them to seek
shelter in the Kachugaon Refugee Camp.
Besra highlighted that these families have been endur-
ing sub-human living conditions in the refugee camp
for the past two and a half decades, desperately hoping
to return to their villages. However, the government’s
response has been negligent, which is deeply concern-
ing for the Adivasi people.

Despite the inmates’ efforts to return home, they have
faced obstacles such as an FIR lodged against nine in-
mates by Binay Basumatary, president of Nabin Nagar
VCDC, at Kachugaon Police Station.
Besra emphasised that despite repeated appeals to BTR
chief Pramod Boro, BTR Land & Revenue Department,
EM Ranjit Basumatary, and Wilson Hasda, the only
nominated executive member of BTR from the Santal
Community, their pleas have gone unheard.
The Santal Tribal Welfare Committee issued a stern
warning that if the ruling BJP-led government in the
state and the centre do not address the refugees’ de-
mands to return home before the Lok Sabha Election-
2024, they will boycott the election, and the ruling
government will face dire consequences.

Santal Tribal Committee urges
govt action for refugees

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, Feb 12: On Monday, the
Margherita Municipal Board and Margherita
Subdivisional Administra-
tion (Civil) sealed Segun-
bari Tea Factory in
Margherita, Tinsukia dis-
trict, due to long-pending
property tax dues.
Segunbari Tea Factory

in Margherita is owned by
Gautam Beria of Dibru-
garh, where for many
years, the factory has not
paid property tax amount-
ing to ` 5 lakhs to the Margherita Municipal
Board.
Despite several notices issued by the

Margherita Municipal Board, a final ten-day no-
tice of negligence was served to Segunbari Tea

Factory in Margherita. However, even after the
expiration of the stipulated time, the garden au-
thorities did not heed the notice from the

Margherita Municipal Board. 
Consequently, on Monday, the

Margherita Municipal Board ex-
ecutive officer cum Magistrate,
Pratim Gogoi, Margherita Mu-
nicipal Board chairman Anand
Kumar Sharma, vice chairper-
son Raj Lakhi Gogoi, ward com-
missioner Bhim Karmakar, and
other staff arrived at Segunbari
Tea Factory and sealed the fac-
tory until further notice.

It is worth mentioning that due to the negli-
gence of Tinsukia district assistant labour com-
missioner and other Labour Department
officials, Segunbari Tea Factory has violated fac-
tory rules and regulations for many years.

Margherita Municipal Board seals Segunbari
Tea Factory over unpaid property tax

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Feb 12: The Autonomous
State Demand Committee (ASDC),
Karbi Students Association (KSA),
and ASDC Youth Front have sub-
mitted a memorandum to chief ex-
ecutive member (CEM) of Karbi
Anglong Autonomous Council
(KAAC), Tuliram Ronghang, re-
garding alleged unabated illegal
coal mining in Karbi Anglong
forests. The ASDC stated that this
activity is endangering the ecosys-
tem for the sake of short-term mon-
etary benefit.
The memorandum highlighted

that unchecked coal mining in
forested areas has caused damage to
the ecosystem and wildlife habitat. 
Forests have become degraded,

and biodiversity is endangered,
with a reduction in the number of
plant and wild animal species. Even
the Disobai River has turned yel-
lowish due to continued coal exca-
vation.
Hills and forests are blasted and

leveled, significantly altering the
landscape. Trees are cut down or
burned, plants uprooted, and topsoil
scraped away, leading to land de-
struction and soil erosion. The land

becomes unsuitable for crops, and
the loosened topsoil washed down
by rains carries sediments into
rivers, streams, and waterways.
Downstream, fish are killed, and

plant life blocks river channels,
causing flooding. The contamina-
tion with chemicals poses hazards
to health. Areas of illegal coal min-
ing include Nambor, Bithiplang,
Koilajan, Disobai, and Klurdung
(Bakulia).
The ASDC emphasised that ille-

gal coal mining should be stopped
before further environmental degra-
dation occurs.

ASDC and KSA submit 
memorandum to KAAC CEM

Aakya organises annual general meeting

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, Feb 12: Tension pre-
vails at 3 Number Makum Pathar under
Margherita Police Station as a drunken
husband killed his wife after a heated quar-
rel between them.
According to local residents of 3 No

Makum Pathar, Margherita, the deceased,
Sabina Kharia, was the third wife of ac-
cused Sanjib Santhal (known as Roga), a
resident of 3 No Makum Pathar,
Margherita. Sanjib killed her on Sunday
night due to a family dispute. Notably, his
former wives fled due to his regular domes-
tic violence.
Local residents said that the accused reg-

ularly returned home after consuming
liquor and would beat his wife black and
blue. Unfortunately, on Sunday night, San-
jib Santhal hit Sabina Kharia very harshly,
resulting in her death on the spot.
The local residents of 3 No Makum

Pathar, Margherita, stated that the area has
turned into a hub of drug abuse, liquor, and
opium, where domestic violence occurs
regularly in many households. 
Despite this, the Margherita sub-divi-

sional administration officer and
Margherita Police have failed to control
these antisocial elements in 3 No Makum
Pathar, Margherita.
Meanwhile, the deceased Sabina Kharia

has been sent for post-mortem at Tinsukia
Civil Hospital, and the accused Sanjib San-
thal has been arrested by Margherita Police
and sent to judicial custody as of the filing
of this report.
This barbaric murder has cast a pall of

gloom over the entire Margherita sub-divi-
sion.

Drunken husband kills 3rd
wife amid domestic dispute

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, Feb 12: The
premier socio-cultural organ-
isation Aakya, Sivasagar, or-
ganised its annual general
meeting on Sunday at its of-
fice premises. The meeting
was presided over by
Dhananjay Saikia, president
of Aakya, and was addressed
by Dr
Saumerjyoti
M a h a n t a ,
principal of
S i b s a g a r
C omme r c e
C o l l e g e ,
M a n o j
K u m a r
Bo r t h aku r,
senior jour-
nalist, Dr
Utpal Dutta (professor), Sarat
Hazarika, secretary of Asom
Unnati Sabha, and Dipawali
Hazarika.
Rakajyoti Chaliha, Anil

Gupta, Dhananjay Saikia
(president), Inamul Hazarika,
Polash Rajkhowa, Jadumoni
Das, Dipok Terang, Jamallud-
din Ahmed, Angur Khan,
Bibhuti Chaliha, Monirul
Islam Bora, Jayanta Dutta, Dr
Hrittik Chetia, and Mahim
Rajkhowa attended the meet-
ing as guests.

During the meeting, the
players of Sivasagar Rowing
Club, who brought laurels in
the national meet, were felic-
itated by Aakya. Additionally,
Aakya honoured the mem-
bers who have passed away,
including late Prof Jogen
Chetia, Pranobjit Chaliha
(Romuda), Runu Majinder

B a r u a h ,
A n a n d a
Bora, and
ten others.
D r

Saumerjy-
oti Ma-
h a n t a ,
principal of
S i b s a g a r
Commerce
C o l l e g e ,

spoke highly of Aaikya’s
socio-cultural welfare works
during the last three decades.
Manoj Kumar Borthakur,

adviser, stated that Aakya
needs to venture into diverse
arenas to cater to the require-
ments of the upcoming gener-
ation.
The meeting re-elected

Dhananjay Saikia as the pres-
ident and Angur Khan and
Biswajit Boruah as joint sec-
retaries for the next three-
year term.

KSA accuses forest range 
officer of illegal sand mining

HT Correspondent
JAGIROAD, Feb 12: The 2024 High School Leaving Certificate Exami-
nation is coming up, but a candidate from the 2023 High School Leaving
Certificate Examination has not yet received the Anandaram Baruah Award.
It is learned that Chinki Rani Deka, a student of Sankardev Vidya Niketan,
Jagiroad, passed the 2023 High School Leaving Certificate Examination
with letter marks in four subjects and was selected to receive the state gov-
ernment’s Anandaram Baruah Award. However, surprisingly, the student was
deprived of the award due to a mistake in her bank account number, which
was attributed to the negligence of the departmental authorities. 

KLA gears up for 32nd Annual Conference
HT Correspondent

BOKAJAN, Feb 12: Preparations are underway for the 32nd Annual Conference
of Karbi Anglong Lammet Amei (KLA) at Rongthelu Kepathu in Karbi Anglong.
The conference will take place from February 22 to 25. KLA serves as the literary
body of the Karbis. The secretary of the Reception Committee, On Teron, stated
that the preparations for the conference are nearly complete.  He urged coopera-
tion from the people and encouraged attendance at the conference to listen to the
speakers.

Administrative negligence leaves
student waiting for recognition

HT Correspondent
HOJAI, Feb 12: Hojai District
Unit of Sanskritik Mahasabha,
Assam, felicitated six outstanding
youths within Hojai district –
Angad Singh (Lanka), Priyanka
Sahu (Sankardevnagar), Rohit
Choudhury, Shagun More, Abhi
Saha, and Ramanand Kumar Singh
– for their remarkable achieve-
ments in the Assam Public Service
Commission Combined Competi-
tive Examination 2022. The exam-
ination results were officially
declared on January 17 last.
A dedicated team comprising

Ashish Bhattacharya, president;
Anup Kumar Barthakur, general
secretary; and executive members
Utpal Barua, Nikhil Kumar
Mundra, Rama Mazumdar,
Nibedita Sarmah, and Shashi
Prabha Saikia, visited the resi-
dence of Angad Singh (Lanka), se-
lected in Assam Civil Service, and
Priyanka Sahu of Sankardevnagar,
who emerged successful as block

development officer, on Saturday
to extend their heartfelt congratu-
lations. Notably, on February 7, an
eight-member team visited the res-
idence of Rohit Choudhury, se-
lected in Assam Police Service
category, Abhi Saha, selected in
Assam Civil Services, Shagun
More, who emerged successful as

a block development officer, and
Ramanand Kumar Singh, who
earned the position of assistant ac-
count officer. The felicitation in-
cluded the presentation of a
traditional phulam gamosa, japi, a
letter of appreciation, and a me-
mento to each of the honoured
youths.

Sanskritik Mahasabha felicitates six youths

All Assam Treasury Employees’ Union
holds 32nd annual session in Nagaon

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Feb 12: The 32nd an-
nual session of the All Assam Treas-
ury Employees’ Union was held with
a two-day program at the auditorium
of Nagaon District Library on Friday
and Saturday last.
The representative meeting was

chaired by Sarit Sengupta, the presi-
dent of the organisation, during
which the participants discussed de-
partmental examinations, grade pay,
and other issues related to the em-
ployees of the Treasury Department. 
Mrinal Kalita, the general secre-

tary of the organisation, presented
the activities of the organisation,
while Sanjeev Kumar Mishra, the ex-
ecutive president of the reception
committee, ceremonially released the

souvenir published on the occasion
of its 32nd annual session by the or-
ganisation.
Madhav Malakar, director of the

Directorate of Audit and Treasury,
Assam, attended the open house of
the session as the chief keynote
speaker. Dr Arup Jyoti Mahanta, the
retired joint director of Health Serv-
ices, Nagaon, Himdyuti Kashyap,
treasury officer, Kaliabor, and noted
educationist and principal of Ra-
manujan Senior Secondary School
were among others who attended the
open session. 
The entire program was mentored

by Ashok Tamuli, the president of the
reception committee and the treasury
officer at Nagaon Treasury Office, a
release added here.

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALI, Feb 12:A delegation
from the Assam Nepali Sahitya Sabha (ANSS), led
by president Durga Khatiora, vice presidents Dr
Indu Prabha Devi and Tilak Sarma, general secre-
tary Madan Thapa, and central executive member
Hemanta Bhattarai, met with chief minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma at the Assam Vidhan Sabha on
Monday. 
They presented a memorandum addressing vari-

ous issues, as outlined in a press release by Dr
Chinta Mani Sarmah, the working president of
ANSS.
During the meeting, the ANSS urged the chief

minister to address several concerns, including the
creation of one hundred Nepali teaching positions
in Assam schools, the establishment of a dedicated
Nepali department at Bodoland University, and the
allocation of two bighas of land for constructing the
central office of ANSS along with a cultural and
study complex.
The delegation also expressed gratitude for the

inclusion of Nepali subjects in the State Level Eli-
gibility Test (SLET) curriculum, which will facili-
tate Nepali language candidates in the upcoming
examinations. Additionally, they extended a formal
invitation to the chief minister to attend the upcom-
ing 17th triennial conference and closing ceremony
of the golden jubilee celebration year of ANSS.
Assuring his support, the chief minister pledged

to assist in the overall development of the Gorkha
community and agreed to be the chief guest at the
open session of the 17th triennial conference of
Assam Nepali Sahitya Sabha.

ANSS delegation
meets CM, presents
memorandum

Accident claims life of teenager
HT Correspondent

HOWRAGHAT, Feb 12: A 14-year-old cyclist was run over by a 10-
wheeler truck, bearing the registration number AS 27 C 7462, on NH
29 near Be Nupak village, Phuloni in Karbi Anglong district.
The deceased teenager has been identified as Arche Tokbi of Lanki

Hanse village. The victim’s body was sent to Diphu Medical College
for a postmortem report.

Meeting at Raj Bhavan focuses on innovation for community development

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Feb 12: With a commitment to de-
livering quality healthcare services to residents
in remote areas, the Health & Family Wel-
fare/NHM, Karbi Anglong, conducted a health
camp at Nahorsala LP School, Chowkihola,
under Chowkihola Block Primary Health Cen-
tre, as part of the Swasthya Sewa Abhiyan
(SSA) program on Monday.
Specialised healthcare professionals from

Diphu provided comprehensive health check-
up services to the public during the special
health camp. The event was part of ongoing
efforts to extend healthcare accessibility to far-
flung communities. 

The department also distributed free medi-
cines to those in need. In this successful health
camp, approximately 140 patients underwent
health check-ups, and necessary medications
were provided based on individual require-
ments. 
The initiative aimed not only to address im-

mediate health concerns but also to promote
long-term well-being within the community.
The Health & Family Welfare/NHM, Karbi
Anglong, remains committed to such endeav-
ours that contribute to the overall health and
welfare of the residents in the area, the official
statement of Health & Family Welfare/NHM
stated.

Special health camp organised

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Feb 12: Renofresh, a unit of Nephro
Craft Pvt Ltd, ceremonially launched the Renofresh
Dialysis Unit on the 4th floor of Borghat Bypass
Chariali-based SIMS Multispeciality Hospital here
last Sunday. 
Noted physician and managing director of the

SIMS Multispeciality Hospital, Dr Ajit Goswami, in-
augurated the unit. 
The inaugural session was mentored by Rajiv

Dutta, executive director of Renofresh, while Gaurav
Dutta, director of the institute, delivered the welcome
address.It’s pertinent to mention that including the
new dialysis unit in Nagaon, the institute earlier
launched two other units in Dibrugarh and also
planned to open more units of dialysis at other places
in the state. 
Physicians like Dr Amarendra Dewan, Dr Pranjal

Deka, Ruhit Saikia, noted sports organiser Tapan Das,
Ranjit Mahanta, Dr Devasish Saikia, a professor at
Gauhati University, were present during the inaugural
session and also spoke on the importance of such a
dialysis unit in a place like Nagaon, a press note
stated here.

Dialysis unit inaugurated
HT Correspondent

DEMOW, Feb 12: The Higher Second-
ary Final Examination 2024 began on
Monday all over the state. 
At the Demow Higher Secondary

School Examination Center, 294 stu-
dents appeared for the HS Final Exam-
ination this year. 
Students from Demow Higher Sec-

ondary School, Demow Senior Second-
ary School (formerly Demow Junior
College), and Nemuguri Higher Sec-
ondary School appeared for the HS
Final Examination this year. 
At the Demow College Examination

Center, 423 candidates appeared for the
HS Final Examination this year. 
Students from Demow College,

Athabari Higher Secondary School, and
Demow Science Academy also ap-
peared in the HS Final Examination
2024 this year.

HS Final Examination
2024 commences
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ABIDJAN (IVORY COAST),
Feb 12: Sébastien Haller scored late
to lead host nation Ivory Coast to a
remarkable Africa Cup of Nations
title with a 2-1 victory over Nigeria
in the final on Sunday.
Haller fired in from close range in

the 81st minute to complete the
turnaround after Franck Kessié
drew the Elephants level in the
62nd.
It was Ivory Coast’s third title

after wins in 1992 and 2015, both
won on penalties.
Veteran Ivory Coast midfielder

Max Gradel, now 36, was part of the
2015 championship team.
“Representing the national team

is everything, and to have brought
joy to all Ivorians with what I’ve
done is even more incredible,”
Gradel said Sunday. “Perhaps I
don’t realize everything that hap-
pened today yet, there are too many
things in my head, but I think I’ll
take some time to realize it.
“The most important thing is that

Ivorians are proud of the team and I
think they are that tonight. Winning
the Africa Cup this evening, there is
nothing better, nothing better.”
Haller’s second goal in as many

games after recovering from an
ankle injury that kept him out of the
group stage completed a personal
triumph for the player, just over a
year since he returned from cancer
treatment. Nigeria captain William
Troost-Ekong had scored in the 38th
against the run of play with a header
to a corner. The Super Eagles had
been outplayed in the first half and
really only threatened again in a
desperate attempt to equalize after
Haller’s goal.
Troost-Ekong also scored when

the teams last met in the group stage
for Nigeria’s 1-0 win. That match

had been just the start of the Ele-
phants’ troubles as Ivory Coast was
almost eliminated in its next game.
It fired its coach but recorded late
comeback wins over defending
champion Senegal and Mali in the
knockout stage, before Haller fired
the team into the final with the win-
ning goal against Congo in the
semifinals.
Ivory Coast’s unlikely progres-

sion through the knockout stage as
it overcame setback after setback
convinced many devout Ivorians
that God was on the team’s side.
“It was an extraordinary tourna-

ment,” said interim coach Emerse
Faé, the previous assistant who took
over on his 40th birthday.
Nigeria conceded as many goals

in the final as it had in all its previ-
ous games in the tournament. Coach
José Peseiro had banked on a mean
defense to earn what would have
been the Super Eagles’ fourth title.
“We played a fantastic tourna-

ment, but today Côte d’Ivoire was
better,” Peseiro said. The Por-
tuguese coach said the pressure got
to his players and commended the
home team for showing none.
In the final, Ivory Coast’s pres-

sure finally paid off when Kessié’s
header to Adingra’s corner set off a
tumult of joy in the 60,000-capacity
Alassane Ouattara Stadium. Kessié
ran to the corner and raised his hand
to his forehead in salute as the sea
of orange-clad fans rippled in de-
light. A small pocket of green-and-
white clad Nigeria fans behind one
of the goals had struggled to make
an impact.
Haller’s winner set off celebra-

tions that will last long through
the night in Abidjan and in the
rest of the country of 27.5 million
people. (AP)

Party begins as Ivory Coast
rallies to beat Nigeria 2-1

Akash Pandey scalps 9 wickets in an
innings to help Railways beat Goa

SURAT, Feb 12: Railways left-arm spinner
Akash Pandey achieved a rare feat as he took
nine wickets for 71 runs in Goa’s second in-
nings in a stunning bowling show to single-
handedly power his side to a 63-run win in their
Ranji Trophy Group C match here on Monday.
Pandey dismissed eight Goa batters on the

final day, while taking the wicket of opener
Amogh Sunil Desai on Sunday. He bowled
26.2 overs in total in Goa’s second innings.
Only two players -- Premangsu Chatterjee of

Bengal and Pradeep Sunderam of Rajasthan --
have picked all 10 wickets in one innings of a
Ranji Trophy match. Chatterjee achieved the
feat in a Ranji match against Assam in 1957,
while Sunderam did the same in a match
against Vidarbha in 1985.
Chasing 306 for a win, Goa were all out for

242 in 65.2 overs. Railways walked away with
six points while Goa got none.
With the win, Railways now occupy fourth

spot with 18 points.
With just one round of matches left in the

group league, Karnataka, who got three points
on the basis of first innings lead in the drawn
match against Tamil Nadu in Chennai, are in
top spot with 24 points.
Tamil Nadu are in second with 22 points and

Gujarat in third with 19.
In Chennai, chasing a target of 355, TN

could only manage 338 for 8 in 105 overs. The
match ended in a draw and Karnataka got three
points for their first innings lead, while TN had
to be satisfied with one point.

Baba Indrajith was run out just two runs
short of century, while Pradosh Ranjan Paul
and Vijay Shankar chipped in with 74 and 60
respectively. They lost three quick wickets to-
wards the end to fall short of target after begin-
ning the day at 36 for 1.
In Mohali, Gujarat crushed Punjab by 299

runs to walk away with six points on the final
day.
Pacer Priyajitsing Jadeja scalped two more

wickets on Monday to complete a fine five-
wicket haul for 39 runs as Gujarat shot hosts
Punjab for just 111 in 39.4 overs in their second
innings.
Chasing a tall target of 411 runs, Punjab pro-

duced an insipid batting display as none of

them could reach 20 runs with the highest
being 18 by captain Mandeep Singh. Seven of
their batters were dismissed without reaching
double-digit figures.
Priyajitsing’s pace colleagues Chintan Gaja

and Arzan Nagwaswalla took two wickets
apiece, while spinner Siddharth Desai got one
as the home side batters surrendered meekly.
Punjab were staring at defeat after beginning

the day at 40 for 4 and Gujarat completed the
formalities in 25.4 overs on Monday.
Brief Scores:
In Surat: Railways 297 & 208 beat Goa 200

& 242 in 65.2 overs (Suyash Prabhudessai 67;
Akash Pandey 9/71) by 63 runs.
Railways 6 points; Goa 0 point.
In Chennai: Karnataka 366 & 139 drew with

Tamil Nadu 151 & 338 for 8 in 105 overs
(Baba Indrajith 98, Pradosh Ranjan Paul 74,
Vijay Shankar 60; Vijaykumar Vyshak 3/71).
Karnataka 3 points (for 1st innings lead);

Tamil Nadu 1 point.
In Mohali: Gujarat 339 & 290 for 8 declared

beat Punjab 219 & 111 in 39.4 overs (Mandeep
Singh 18; Priyajitsing Jadeja 5/39) by 299 runs.
Gujarat 6 points, Punjab 0 point.
In Chandigarh: Chandigarh 356 & 359 for 3

declared in 74 overs (Arslan Khan 147, Shivam
Bhambri 98, Manan Vohra 74; Sridam Paul
1/39) drew with Tripura 438 & 121 for 3 in
34.4 overs (Bikramkumar Das 58; Arpit Pannu
1/15).
Tripura 3 points (on basis of first innings

lead),  Chandigarh 1. (PTI)

RAJKOT, Feb 12: Fresh from a
one-week break in their pre-series
base Abu Dhabi, the England
cricket team on Monday returned
to India for the remainder of the
five-match rubber against the
hosts, which is locked at 1-1 after
two games.
The England team landed in the

city -- venue for the third Test --
on Monday evening.
After their 106-run loss in

Visakhapatnam, the England
players opted to utilise the 10-day
break between the second and
third Test by relaxing and playing
golf in Abu Dhabi.
The third Test is scheduled to

be held here from February 15.
The visiting team will begin

training at SCA Stadium from
Tuesday morning, while the India
players will practice in the after-
noon.
A day before their return to

India, England were dealt a
blow with their frontline spinner
Jack Leach ruled out of the re-
maining three Tests with a knee
injury.
However, no replacement will

be called up for Leach, an indica-
tion that England will continue
with the spin trio of Tom Hartley,
Rehan Ahmed and Shoaib

Basheer for the rest of the tour.
Joe Root is the visitors’ fourth

spin option behind the three reg-
ular spinners.
England prepared for the highly

anticipated Test series against
India with an extensive condition-
ing camp in Abu Dhabi instead of
arriving in the subcontinent early
for practice matches.
The second match ended with a

day to spare as hosts India, having
lost the series opener, staged a re-
markable comeback to level the
series 1-1.
During the Abu Dhabi camp

prior to the series, the England
team spent a lot of time working
on ways to tackle the Indian spin-
ners.
While they rallied to emerge

winners in the opener, the English

batters were blown away by
Jasprit Bumrah’s brilliant exhibi-
tion of reverse swing bowling in
the first innings of the second Test
before succumbing in a record
399-run chase to a disciplined In-
dian bowling unit in their second
innings.
The fourth and fifth Tests will

be held in Ranchi and Dharam-
sala. (PTI)

England team lands in Rajkot
after break in Abu Dhabi

MELBOURNE, Feb 11: Ending up in hos-
pital after a late-night party in Adelaide was
“less than ideal”, conceded Australian
swashbuckler Glenn Maxwell about the
headline-grabbing incident last month, say-
ing his family was affected more than him
by the dramatic turns of events.
Maxwell was out drinking and watching

a concert by ‘Six and Out’, the band featur-
ing former Australian fast bowler Brett Lee,
when he felt unwell and was rushed to hos-
pital in an ambulance last month. He report-
edly lost consciousness during the ride.
“I think probably it affected my family a

little bit more than it affected me. I knew I
had that week off. And obviously that inci-
dent was less than ideal, and the timing,”
Maxwell was quoted as saying by the ‘Aus-
tralian Associated Press’.
“But I had that week (during which the in-

cident took place) off, I knew I had that
week off away from the game,” he said.
On Sunday, the 35-year-old showed that

he remains Australia’s most dangerous batter
in the shorter formats as he smashed a sen-
sational 120 not out off 55 balls against the
West Indies. It was a record-equalling fifth

T20I hundred for him.
“...I came back and got back into my run-

ning, my gym program and it felt really good
and refreshed once I got back. And it’s all
been focused on getting myself ready for
this (T20) series and what’s to come,” he
said.
Cricket Australia (CA) had launched an

investigation into the incident and as a re-
sult, he was not a part of the preceding ODI
series against the West Indies. Later, head
coach Andrew McDonald urged the big-hit-
ter “to hold up his end of the bargain” and
“take care of himself”.
“He needs to obviously have a look at

what he’s doing at his end and is that the
right thing to be doing at that time?” Mc-
Donald had stated.
Maxwell said he moved on quickly from

the incident in Adelaide.
“I just moved on pretty quickly. I was

back in training on Monday so I was pretty
good. The coach, Bails, everyone really, they
have been outstanding,”
On his knock on Sunday, Maxwell said he

knew a special effort was coming from his
bat.
“I woke up this morning and I just had a

funny feeling. I don’t get it very often, and
especially batting middle-order you don’t
get it often. But I just got a good look at their
(West Indies) attack last game in Hobart, and
felt like I got a good read of what they were
bowling.
“I was disappointed getting out there in

the same sort of scenario - short square
boundaries with the ground quite similar,
and another good wicket. So I felt like I’d
missed out again, and I said ‘you know
what, I can’t let this opportunity slip’,” he
said.
Talking about his life off the field,

Maxwell said it is mostly devoted to chilling
with his young family.
“...just a lot of family time. I think having

that much downtime with the family at the
moment, it has just been so good for me
away from cricket. And I sort of come to
cricket, it is just fun now, I’m able to just go
out and just enjoy it,” he said.
Maxwell is not new to being in the news

for off-field drama.
Last year, he faced a series of injuries but

despite that, he performed admirably in the
World Cup.
During the ODI World Cup in India,

Maxwell suffered concussion when he fell
off a golf cart in Ahmedabad.
In 2022, he broke his leg when he slipped

while running at a friend’s birthday party
and remained out of action for more than
three months. (PTI)

It was less than ideal, affected my family more: Maxwell

BENONI (SOUTH AFRICA),
Feb 12: India U-19 head coach
Hrishikesh Kanitkar is confident
that at least a couple of players
from the 2024 batch, that ensured
a fifth consecutive final appear-
ance for the record five-time
champions, will go on to play for
the senior team.
Although five-time champions

India lost the final to Australia by
79 runs, players like skipper Uday
Saharan, Musheer Khan, Saumy
Pandey and Sachin Dhas were im-
pressive throughout the tourna-
ment.
“Definitely (the future of India

is very bright). As a bowling side
and as a batting side, there have
been stand out performances by
quite a few players.
“They have shown maturity in

tough situations and that bodes
well for Indian cricket,” Kanitkar
said at the post-match press con-
ference on Sunday.
Saharan, who plays for Punjab,

ended the tournament as the high-
est run-getter with 397 runs.
His stature grew as the tourna-

ment progressed. He scored a
century against Nepal before
playing a match-winning 81 in
the semifinal against South
Africa.
Number three batter Mursheer,

the younger brother of prolific
Mumbai batter Sarfaraz Khan, was
the team’s most consistent per-

former with the bat and ended with
360 runs.
The two other stand-out players

were Dhas, who revelled in the
role of a finisher, and left-arm
spinner Pandey, who snared 18
wickets.
Maharashtra batter Dhas

showed temperament, a pre-requi-
site for the highest level.
The Indian team has always

been an age-group powerhouse
and the U-19 World Cup has pre-
sented stars like Virat Kohli, Yu-
vraj Singh, Mohammed Kaif,
Suresh Raina, Shikhar Dhawan,
Rohit Sharma, Ravindra Jadeja,
KL Rahul, Rishabh Pant, Shubman
Gill and Yashasvi Jaiswal to name
a few.
“Everytime time there are a cou-

ple of guys who step up either in
the IPL or the Indian team. I’m
sure there will be a couple, but
there is great competition back
home,” Kanitkar added.
Squad members Arshin Kulka-

rni and Avanish Rao went into the
U-19 World Cup having already
secured IPL contracts.
Kanitkar feels playing in the U-

19 World Cup provides the players
with an insight into how playing at
the senior level is.
“For the players great journey,

everything is highlighted, these
performances  matter, they are
under the scanner. They get used to
these situations. The know what
expect and are prepared when they
play higher cricket,” said the 49-
year-old head coach. (PTI)

MELBOURNE, Feb 12: Former
Australia skipper Ian Chappell feels
England under Ben Stokes will give
India tough competition in the re-
mainder of the Test series but
backed the hosts to win it.
The marquee five-match series is

locked at 1-1 after India and Eng-
land pulled off thrilling victories in
Visakhapatnam and Hyderabad re-
spectively.
“As the home side India should

eventually win a tough series, but it
has a real battle on their hands,”
Chappell wrote in his column for
‘ESPNCricinfo’.
“England under the aggressive

leadership of Stokes are a far cry

from the poorly captained Joe Root
team that capitulated against spin on
their last tour of the country,” he
added. In their previous tour of India
in 2021, England, playing under Joe
Root, had surrendered the Test se-
ries after winning the opener. While
star batter Virat Kohli will not be
part of the series, the India team will
be bolstered by the return of the KL
Rahul and Ravindra Jadeja, who
have been included in the squad for
the remaining three Tests.
“India is a strong side and they

also have a good leader in Rohit
Sharma. They will be greatly
strengthened by Ravindra Jadeja’s
and KL Rahul’s recovery from in-

jury, but that Virat Kohli will not re-
turn for the rest of the series is a
blow.”
Shreyas Iyer has been dropped

for the remainder of the series. The
29-year-old made 35, 13, 27, 29 in
the opening two Tests and was
guilty of not building on the starts.
“Hopefully the selectors will now

stop overestimating Shreyas Iyer’s
batting ability and learn to value
Kuldeep Yadav’s wicket-taking ca-
pability more.
“This India versus England con-

test is shaping up as it should: a
tough five-match encounter be-
tween two talented sides,” Chappell
added. (PTI)

There will be a couple of players who will
play for India: U-19 head coach Kanitkar

India have real battle on their hands: Chappell

LONDON, Feb 12:  The Champi-
ons League narrative is so often
about Manchester City and Real
Madrid. The past two champions of
Europe were the only teams to
sweep through the group stage with
six wins. They also are first in ac-
tion Tuesday when the most prized
competition in club soccer resumes
in the round of 16.
Man City is away to a Copen-

hagen team playing in the knockout
stage for the first time in 13 years
and Madrid is at Leipzig for the first
leg. The two teams favored to lift
the trophy warmed up with com-
fortable wins Saturday and goals
from signature players.
Erling Haaland confirmed his re-

turn to form after a foot injury with
both goals in Man City’s 2-0 win
over Everton, his first since Nov. 28
when Leipzig was beaten 3-2 in
their Champions League group.
Haaland has a Premier League-

leading 16 goals and Madrid’s Jude
Bellingham has a La Liga-best 15
after also scoring twice in a 4-0 rout
of second-place Girona, which is
owned by the same Abu Dhabi
group as Man City.
But Bellingham has an ankle in-

jury, having asked to be substituted
Saturday, and is a doubt to face
Leipzig.
At the same time Madrid was im-

perious in its domestic title-chasing
clash, Bayern Munich was falling to
an embarrassing 3-0 loss at Bayer
Leverkusen in its own table-topping
game. Bayern now trails Bun-
desliga leader Leverkusen by five
points and its run of 11 league titles
is at risk again after barely holding
on to the trophy on the last day last
season.
The 2020 Champions League

winner visits Lazio on Wednesday
with its aura dimmed despite Harry
Kane’s 28 goals this season and
coming through the group stage un-
beaten for the sixth straight year.

Also Wednesday, Paris Saint-
Germain hosts Real Sociedad,
which was the surprise winner of a
group ahead of last season’s beaten
finalist Inter Milan. PSG is the in-
form team though it was edged for
first place in a tough group won by
Borussia Dortmund. The French
champion — with Kylian Mbappé
in the last few months of his con-
tract — is unbeaten in all competi-
tions for three months, since a 2-1
loss at AC Milan.
“From what I can feel and sense

in and around the club and the city,
all I have seen for the last three
weeks is that we are playing in the
Champions League. It is as if our
life was at stake,” PSG coach Luis
Enrique said Saturday. “We have to
treat the competition calmly.”
Real Sociedad has slumped and

has just one win in eight league
games, including four goalless
draws.
REST OF THE ROUND
The first-leg games continue Feb.

20 when Inter goes to Atletico
Madrid and PSV Eindhoven hosts
Dortmund. On Feb. 21, Napoli
hosts Barcelona and Porto hosts Ar-
senal.
Second-leg games are played

from March 5-13. UEFA draws
pairings for the quarterfinals and
semifinals on March 15.
MORE TO PLAY FOR
This Champions League has

even more at stake. Four more en-
tries must be decided for the 2025
Club World Cup, the FIFA event re-
launching at the end of next season
with 12 European teams in the
lineup of 32.
The Club World Cup rebrand

sees a month-long tournament —
a group stage and 16-team knock-
out bracket — played every four
years in June-July, starting in
2025 in the United States. FIFA
will pay tens of millions of dollars
in prize money. (AP)

Champions League 
knockout stage starts with
Man City and Real Madrid

SHIMLA, Feb 12: Himachal
Pradesh chief minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on Monday said a
new comprehensive sports policy
is in the pipeline, offering bigger
financial incentives to athletes who
bring glory to the state on the inter-
national stage.
The government is committed to

raise the level of sports in the state
and “determined to enable budding
athletes to sharpen their skills and
excel in their respective disci-
plines”, he said, according to an of-
ficial statement.
One of the pivotal aspects of the

proposed policy is substantially in-
creasing the prize money for ath-
letes who bring “glory to Himachal
Pradesh on the international stage”,
he said.
The chief minister said that this

move will not only “incentivise ex-
cellence” but also recognise the re-
lentless efforts of athletes,
according to the statement.
Plans to augment infrastructure

and enhance facilities underscore
the state government’s steadfast re-
solve to create an environment for
athletes to thrive, he said.
Many sportspersons from Hi-

machal Pradesh have showcased
their prowess at the international
level and the government is com-
mitted to further bolster their en-
deavours, the chief minister said.

Govt to bring new
sports policy: HP CM

Spinner Jack Leach ruled out of the remaining three Tests with a knee injury

Adelaide night out fiasco
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