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Terror in J-K has shrunk from highly 
organised acts to mere proxy war: Shah
NEW DELHI, June 16: The fight against terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir is in its decisive phase and recent
incidents show that terrorism has been forced to shrink
from highly organised acts of violence to a mere proxy
war, Union home minister Amit Shah said on Sunday.
During a high-level meeting at the North Block here

to review the security situation in the Union Territory in
the wake of recent terrorist attacks there, he also directed
security agencies to implement area domination and
zero-terror plans in the Jammu division like they did in
Kashmir to achieve success.
The government is determined to root out terrorism,

Shah asserted. The meeting with top security officials
was convened to review the situation in the wake of the
attacks in the Union Territory’s Jammu region, officials
said. Home Minister Shah directed the security agencies
to work on a mission mode and ensure quick response
in a coordinated manner.
He also stressed on seamless coordination among se-

curity agencies, identifying vulnerable areas and ad-
dressing security concerns in these areas.
Reiterating the government’s zero-tolerance policy

against terrorism under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, he said the government will leave no
stone unturned to root out terrorism from Jammu and
Kashmir.
The efforts of the government of India have yielded

great positive results in the Kashmir Valley with signif-
icant reduction in terror-related incidents, he said.
Shah noted that the improvement in the law and order

situation is reflected in the record flow of tourists in the
Kashmir Valley. The home minister appreciated the se-

curity agencies and the Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration for the successful conduct of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, which witnessed record voter turnout in the Union
Territory. He directed the agencies to replicate in the
Jammu division the successes achieved in the Kashmir
Valley through the area domination plan and the zero-
terror plan, the officials said.
The fight against terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir is

in its decisive phase and the recent incidents show that
terrorism has been forced to shrink from highly organ-
ised acts of violence to a mere proxy war, the minister
said. In a subsequent meeting, Shah also reviewed the
preparations for the annual Amarnath pilgrimage, which
is scheduled to begin on June 29. The officials said the
home minister was given a thorough briefing on the pre-
vailing situation in (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Historic moment in green energy
promotion: CM Himanta

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 16: Assam
Secretariat on Sunday became the
first-ever civil secretariat in the
country with the inauguration of a
2.5 MW solar power project on its
campus.
The said solar power project was

inaugurated by chief minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma at a ceremony
held at the Assam Secretariat com-
plex.
“Adding another chapter to the

State’s endeavours at promoting
green energy, Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Sunday in-
augurated the Janata Bhawan Solar
Project, a 2.5-Mw power genera-
tion capacity grid connected
rooftop and ground-mounted solar
PV system, at a ceremony held at
the Assam Secretariat Complex.
The launch of the solar power proj-
ect today has led to the Assam Sec-
retariat Complex becoming the
first-ever civil secretariat in the
country that relies entirely on solar

generated electricity for daily con-
sumption,” said an official state-
ment. As per the statement, this
project would yield an average of
3 lakh units of electricity monthly
and the investment amount of `
12.56 crore is projected to be re-
covered within a period of 4 years
with monthly savings standing at
approximately ` 30 lakh.
With a lifespan of 25 years, this

solar plant will cut down 3060
metric tonnes of carbon emissions
annually and 76,500 metric tonnes
of carbon emissions during its life-
time, the statement added.
Speaking at the event, Sarma re-

ferred to the launch of the project
as a historic moment in the State’s
march towards embracing of green
energy.
“The state government had been

paying around ` 30 lakh to Assam
Power Distribution Company Lim-
ited on a monthly basis for tradi-
tionally-produced electricity
consumption. Transition to green
energy will help the government
utilise its resources for the welfare
of the socially and economically
disadvantaged sections of the soci-
ety,” the statement quoted him as
saying.
The chief minister further

stressed upon the need for every
government office to adopt solar
power in a gradual and phased
manner. In the initial phase, he
called upon medical colleges and
universities to make a transition to
solar energy.
Speaking about the state govern-

ment’s initiatives aimed at promo-
tion of green energy, Sarma
referred to the 25-Mw Solar Power
Project at Namrup, the foundation
stone for which was laid recently.
He also spoke about the solar proj-
ects at (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Coal minister Kishan
Reddy meets CM

GUWAHATI, June 16: Union
Coal and Mines minister G Kishan
Reddy on Sunday met Assam chief
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
here to discuss harnessing the
state’s mineral potential.
“Had a detailed deliberation on

the roadmap to harness the rich po-
tential of various minerals in the
state and their optimum utilisation
towards growth with sustainable
practices,” Reddy said.
The two ministers have decided

to appoint a high-level committee
to take this preliminary discussion
forward to extract the minerals in
Assam, he posted on X.
“Today, Hon’ble Union Minister

for Coal and Mines, Shri G Kishan
Reddy, met with HCM Dr. @hi-
mantabiswa (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Assam secretariat emerges as India’s first eco-friendly state govt headquarters

COLOMBO, June 16: Sri
Lankan President Ranil Wick-
remesinghe said on Sunday that
the feasibility study on a pro-
posal to establish land connec-
tivity with India is in its final
stages.
Wickremesinghe, who was

travelling in the northeastern
district of Mannar to inspect the
development work in the region,
said that the preliminary work of
the feasibility study was over
and the final phase would be
completed soon.
This proposal and the

prospect of a power grid con-
nection between the two nations
are likely to be discussed during
the visit of external affairs min-
ister S Jaishankar to Lanka this
week.
Wickremesinghe said a com-

mercial venture to sell the ex-
cess renewable energy to India
would also be discussed during
the minister’s visit.
On Saturday, the Lankan for-

eign ministry here announced
that Jaishankar would arrive in
Colombo on June 20.
However, there was no offi-

cial announcement on Jais-
hankar’s visit from India’s
Ministry of External Affairs.
If confirmed, this could be

Jaishankar’s first official stand-
alone visit abroad after he was
appointed India’s external af-
fairs minister in the new govern-
ment early this month. Officials
here confirmed that all Indian
projects in Sri Lanka, including
the Adani group’s wind power
project (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

IMD issues red alert in 4 districts
HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, June 16:The Indian Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has issued a red alert for four districts
in Assam, forecasting heavy to very heavy rainfall over
the next 4-5 days, according to an IMD bulletin released
on Sunday.
The districts of Chirang, Baksa, Barpeta, and Bon-

gaigaon are expected to experience very heavy to ex-
tremely heavy rainfall until June 18, with Nalbari
predicted to receive heavy rainfall.
“Heavy to very heavy rainfall with isolated extremely

heavy falls is likely to continue over Sub-Himalayan
West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, and Meghalaya during
the next 4-5 days,” the IMD bulletin stated.
The Southwest monsoon, crucial for the onset of rain

in the region, has already established itself in the north-
eastern states. Earlier, the IMD had predicted the arrival
of the southwest monsoon in Northeast India by June 5.
The bulletin further noted that a cyclonic circulation

is positioned over northeast Assam, with another cy-
clonic circulation over Sub-Himalayan West Bengal.
Additionally, an east-west trough extends from north-
west Bihar to Meghalaya in the lower tropospheric lev-

els. Strong southwesterly to southerly winds prevail
from the Bay of Bengal towards the northeastern states
in the lower tropospheric levels.
“Under these influences, widespread light to moder-

ate rainfall accompanied by thunderstorms, lightning,
and gusty winds (30-40 kmph) is expected over
Arunachal Pradesh, (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 16: Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
criticised the media on Sunday for
their response to the police’s strin-
gent enforcement of traffic advi-
sories, emphasising the need for
such measures to curb road acci-
dents in the state.
Speaking during an interaction

with reporters, Sarma expressed
dismay over media criticism di-
rected at police officials when they
impose fines for violations such as
over-speeding and lack of helmets
among riders.
“Whenever the police get tough

on traffic violations, certain sections
of the media start criticising these
actions, alleging that it is solely for

revenue generation due to the state’s
economic situation,” Sarma re-
marked. He underscored the impor-
tance of strict enforcement to reduce
road accidents, advocating for
measures such as installing speed
restriction meters at critical junc-
tures to deter reckless driving.
“While demanding a reduction in

road accidents, the media also op-
poses police actions aimed at
achieving this goal,” Sarma pointed
out, criticising the inconsistency in
media coverage.
Addressing concerns over the

Garchuk area flyover in Guwahati,
Sarma reassured the public, stating
that thorough inspections by offi-
cials found no structural defects. “I
personally (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Himanta criticises media over
traffic enforcement criticism

NEW DELHI, June 16: The
Congress on Sunday claimed that
the decision to relocate statues
within the Parliament premises
was taken by the ruling regime
“unilaterally” and its sole objec-
tive was to not have the statues of
Mahatma Gandhi and BR Ambed-
kar that have been traditional sites
of democratic protests right next
to where the Parliament actually
meets.
The opposition party’s attack

came ahead of vice president and
Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar inaugurating the ‘Prerna
Sthal’, which will house all statues
of the freedom fighters and other
leaders that were earlier placed at
different places in the Parliament
complex.
While the Congress has criti-

cised the decision to remove the
statues from their existing place,
the Lok Sabha secretariat has said
their placements at different places
made it difficult for the visitors to
see them properly.
Congress general secretary

Jairam Ramesh said that according
to the Lok Sabha website, Parlia-
ment’s Committee on Portraits
and Statues last met on December
18, 2018 and it was not even re-
constituted during the 17th Lok
Sabha (2019-2024) which also
functioned (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Cong slams govt over
statues’ relocation
within Parliament 
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US military targets Houthi
radar sites in Yemen 
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to discuss a Ukraine peace roadmap
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by SC-appointed officials
Held discussions with
stakeholders: LS speaker
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India land connectivity
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NEW DELHI, June 16: Income
tax relief for the people in the low-
est slab may need to be considered
in the upcoming full Budget for
2024-25 considering the high lev-
els of inflation, according to
newly-elected CII President Sanjiv
Puri.

In an interview with PTI, he also
suggested creation of an institu-
tional platform for consensus
building between the Centre and
states to successfully carry out all
reforms, including those related to
land, labour, power and agricul-
ture.

The industry body also said it
does not see compulsions of coali-
tion politics hampering the reforms
in the third term of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. In stead, it be-
lieves that the performance of In-
dian economy and the success of
policies in the previous two stints
would set the base to accelerate the
process.

“Broadly, I would say at this
point of time it is public capex, ad-
herence to fiscal glidepath,
roadmap for investment in the so-
cial infrastructure, green fund and
greater investment in the rural sec-
tor. These are the broad princi-
ples,” he said, when asked about
CII’s expectations from the up-
coming full Budget for 2024-25.

The wholesale inflation rose for
the third consecutive month in
May at 2.61 per cent on account of
rise in prices of food articles, espe-
cially vegetables, and manufac-
tured items.

The wholesale price index
(WPI) based inflation was 1.26 per
cent in the previous month. It was
(-) 3.61 per cent in May 2023.

Earlier this month, RBI Gover-
nor Shaktikanta Das said the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) may
consider “further policy actions”
only if it is confident of headline
inflation staying put at 4 per cent.

Das said it is the central bank’s
core objective to align the inflation

rate with the 4 per cent target, and
added that no action on rates will
be possible till the RBI is confident
of it remaining at or below 4 per
cent. As per CII’s estimate, Puri
said inflation is “probably going to
be around 4.5 per cent this year”
on the back of an expected good
monsoon, which has in the past led
to moderation of food inflation.

On the tax side, he added,
“What we are suggesting is that the
process of simplification should
continue. There are certain sugges-
tions relating to capital gains,
which are different for different in-
struments. Can it be rationalised?”

Puri further said there are some

operational difficulties in TDS (tax
deducted at source) and multiplic-
ity of rates and CII would prefer
simplification of these.

“...over a period of time as far as
customs is concerned, we should
move to a three-tier structure, pri-
mary at the lowest level, interme-
diates in between and then the
finished goods and all over a pe-
riod of time should be moderate
rates with some exclusions, as
deemed appropriate,” he added.

Under the old regime, Income
tax exemption limit is applicable
on income up to ` 2.5 lakh for in-
dividuals whereas under the new
regime, the exemption limit is on
income up to ` 3 lakh.

The CII president also expressed
optimism that the reform process
should strengthen going forward.

Puri said he was hopeful that
food prices may moderate on the
back of a good monsoon going for-
ward, sharing that CII estimates in-
flation to be around 4.5 per cent in
the near future, and expects the
Reserve Bank to cut the key inter-
est rate somewhere in the second
half of the current financial year
starting from October.

“We think that in the second half
of the year, we should see some
easing of interest rates,” the CII
president said. (PTI)

I-T relief for those in lowest slab
may be considered in Budget: CII
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NEW DELHI, June 16: The mu-
tual fund industry has added over
8.1 million investors’ accounts in
the first two months of the current
fiscal (FY25), mainly due to con-
sistent marketing efforts, celebrity
endorsements and dedicated work
of the distribution network.

Additionally, changing percep-
tions about fixed deposits, which
no longer offer competitive returns
compared to mutual funds, and the
rise in income levels and accessi-
bility to financial markets have
also contributed to the rise in new
investors, Trivesh D, COO of stock
trading platform Tradejini, told
PTI. Going ahead, the outlook for
mutual fund folios remains strong,
supported by the ongoing bull run
in the stock market, solid risk man-
agement practices, continuous in-
vestor education, and consistent
marketing efforts, he added.

Moreover, the industry will con-
tinue to see decent growth as
savers increasingly look for alter-
native avenues to create wealth for
their long-term goals, experts said.

“As India’s per capita income
grows, investors will look to save
money in asset classes, which have
the potential to beat inflation and
create wealth. As the penetration of
mutual funds increases, this will
translate into a higher folio base at
the industry level,” Abhishek Ti-
wari, CBO, PGIM India Mutual
Fund, told PTI.

According to the latest data with
the Association of Mutual Funds in
India (AMFI), mutual fund folios
of the industry stood at 186 million
in May-end, a surge of 4.6 per cent
from 177.8 million registered at
the end of March.

This suggests an addition of
over 8.1 million folios.

In May, the industry saw an ad-
dition of 4.5 million folios com-
pared to 3.611 million folios added
in April. In 2023, the average
monthly addition of folios was
2.23 million, making the latest fig-
ure more than double this average.

This impressive growth was fu-
elled by consistent marketing ef-
forts, celebrity endorsements,
dedicated work of the distribution
network, robust returns given by
equities and ease of investing, ex-
perts said.

Folios are numbers designated
to individual investor accounts. An
investor can have multiple folios.

Interestingly, the majority of the
new investors are taking the route
of digital channels to enter into the
mutual fund space. Over the last
few years, the surge in mutual fund
folios has been led by Gen-Y and
Gen-Z investors.

Millennials, also known as Gen
Y, are typically defined as those
born between 1981 and 1996. Gen-
eration Z, or GenZ, are those born
between 1997 and 2012.

Overall, the total number of
unique PAN and PAN-exempt

KYC reference numbers stood at
45.9 million as of May 2024.

“Investors tend to hold multiple
folios, and thus we should look at
increasing the total unique number
of unique investors in the industry.
We believe the growth will come
from increasing foot soldiers of
distributors and advisers in hinter-
lands, increased adoption of tech-
nology and smartphones and an
overall increase in awareness
about mutual funds,” he added.

Of the total 8.1 million folios,
equity-oriented mutual fund
schemes experienced an addition
of 6.125 million units during the
period under review. This has
taken the number of such folios to
a new high of 128.9 million, repre-
senting 69 per cent of the total.

Investors flocked to equity funds
due to the rally seen in the last few
years.

Within the open-ended equity
funds category, the highest in-
crease in folios was witnessed in
the sectoral/thematic funds cate-
gory. This category added 2.319
million folios in the first two
months of this fiscal. This was fol-

lowed by the small and mid-cap
categories, which saw a folio addi-
tion of 804,000 and 774,000 re-
spectively.

Also, Hybrid funds added
331,000 folios in the period under
review, taking the total count to
13.5 million. Within the Hybrid
Funds category, Multi Asset Funds
saw the highest increase of
175,000 folios during the same pe-
riod.

On the other hand, folios in debt
schemes dropped by 72,940 to a
total of 7.092 million.

Some mutual funds have also
outperformed market indices,
drawing investors in search of
higher returns. This exceptional
performance has been a major at-
traction for existing and new in-
vestors aiming to maximize their
investment results in a competitive
financial market.

Household savings have been on
a decline since the Covid pan-
demic, dropping from ` 23.29 tril-
lion in 2020-21 to ` 14.16 trillion
2022-23, as people took on more
loans for housing, business, and
other personal liabilities. Despite
this decrease in savings, the mutual
fund industry has seen a significant
increase in assets, reaching ` 59
trillion.

“While mutual funds are gaining
traction for the convenience, diver-
sification and ease of investing, we
still have a long way to go,”
PGIM’s Tiwari said.

He further said, citing RBI data,
that as of FY23, mutual funds rep-
resented 6 per cent of total house-
hold savings, while direct equities
made up 1 per cent. Bank deposits,
however, remained the largest por-
tion, constituting 35 per cent of
total savings. (PTI)

Mutual funds industry adds 8.1 mn new
investor accounts in Apr-May FY

NEW DELHI, June 16: IIFL Fi-
nance on Sunday reported a 6 per
cent decline in consolidated net
profit to ` 431 crore for the March
quarter as the RBI barred the fi-
nancial services firm from under-
taking gold loan business.

The company had earned a net
profit of ` 458 crore in the same
quarter a year ago.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on March 4 barred IIFL Fi-
nance Ltd from disbursing gold
loans, with immediate effect fol-
lowing multiple supervisory con-
cerns, including serious deviations
in assaying and certifying the pu-
rity of the yellow metal.

Its consolidated total income
during January-March 2024 rose
to ` 2,922 crore as compared with
` 2,276 crore in the year-ago pe-
riod, IIFL Finance said in a regu-
latory filing. Interest income of
IIFL Finance offers a range of
loans and mortgages increased to
` 2,720 crore during the quarter, as
against ` 2,058 crore in the year-
ago period. During the quarter, the
gross non-performing assets
(NPAs) increased to 2.3 per cent as
against 1.8 per cent at the end of
March 2025. At the same time, the
net NPAs also rose to 1.2 per cent
from 1.1 per cent at the end of
fourth quarter of previous year.
Total CRAR stood at 19.7 per cent
as on March 31, 2024, as against
minimum regulatory requirement
of 15 per cent, it said. (PTI)

IIFL Finance Q4 results:
Consolidated net profit

falls 6% to ` 431 cr NEW DELHI, June 16: SBI
Chairman Dinesh Kumar Khara
has said the lender would wait for
its subsidiaries like SBI General
Insurance and SBI Payment to fur-
ther scale up their operations be-
fore monetising them.

Scaling up of their operation
will increase valuation and ensure
better returns for the parent State
Bank of India (SBI). When it
comes to subsidiaries, their mon-
etisation would be through the
capital market, he told PTI in an
interview. “The subsidiaries,
which would be eligible for this
kind of route, would be essentially
our SBI General and may be at
some stage, SBI Payment Serv-
ices, but as of now, we don’t have
any such plan,” he said. “Maybe,
we would like to scale them up a
little more, and then we will think
in terms of going to the capital
market for monetising our holding
in these companies. But not in the
current financial year,” he added.

During the year ended on March
31, 2024, the bank infused addi-
tional capital of ` 489.67 crore in
SBI General Insurance Company
Ltd. The company has also allotted
ESOP to employees and conse-
quently, the bank’s stake has de-
creased from 69.95 per cent to
69.11 per cent.

SBI General Insurance reported
a 30.4 per cent rise in net profit to
` 240 crore for the financial year
ended March 2024. The non-life
subsidiary of State Bank of India

had recorded a net profit of ` 184
crore in the previous financial
year. SBI Payment Services Pvt
Ltd, which is in the Merchant Ac-
quiring Business, is 74 per cent
owned by SBI, and the rest with
Hitachi Payment Services.

SBI Payments is one of the
largest acquirers in the country,
with more than 3.310 million Mer-
chant Payment Acceptance Touch
Points as of March 31, 2024, in-
cluding 1.367 million POS ma-
chines, deployed across
geographies.

However, the company’s net
profit declined to ` 144.36 crore for
the year ended March 2024 against
` 159.34 crore in the previous year.
Khara also said there is a growing
demand for credit from the corporate
sector, and loans worth ` 5 trillion
are in the pipeline. Unlike the past
few years, when corporates had
sufficient cash surplus on their bal-

ance sheet, they have started look-
ing for credit to fund working cap-
ital requirements and capacity
expansion, he said.

“Now, we have come to a stage
where they (corporates) have
started approaching banks for aug-
menting their capacity or for work-
ing capital purposes. Of course,
this I can say with confidence be-
cause when we look at our un-
availed term loan percentage, it
has come down from 25 per cent
to 18 per cent, and when we see
the working capital utilisation,
even that has improved,” he said.

So, he said, all these are con-
firming that private sector oppor-
tunities are going to be there and
SBI is in a position to create value
for the sector. At the same time, he
said, “When we look at our
pipeline for the new proposals, that
is also quite healthy, somewhere
around ` 5 trillion or so”. (PTI)

SBI to monetise subsidiaries after 
scaling up their biz: Chairman Khara

NEW DELHI, June 16: The Congress-ruled Kar-
nataka government’s move to raise local tax on auto
fuels pushed petrol prices above ` 100 a litre and
diesel to ` 89, but rates are lower than neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh which has the costliest fuel in the
country, oil industry data showed.

The Karnataka government on June 15 hiked local
VAT (value added tax) from 25.92 per cent to 29.84
per cent on petrol and from 14.3 per cent to 18.4 per
cent on diesel. This led to petrol price now costing `
102.86 per litre in Bengaluru and diesel coming for `
88.94 a litre.

But the rates in Karnataka are still lower than neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra.

TDP-BJP combine ruled Andhra Pradesh has the
costliest petrol at ` 109.87 a litre, followed by Left
Democratic Front (LDF)-ruled Kerala, where a litre
of petrol comes for ` 107.54. Congress-run Telangana
is close behind with petrol costing `107.39 a litre.

BJP-ruled states are not far behind -- petrol costs `
106.45 a litre in Bhopal, ` 105.16 in Patna (BJP in
coalition with JD-U), ` 104.86 in Jaipur and Rs
104.19 in Mumbai. Mamata Banerjee’s TMC-ruled
West Bengal has petrol priced at ` 103.93 a litre.

Other states with over ` 100-a-litre petrol are
Odisha (` 101.04 a litre in Bhubaneswar), Tamil Nadu
(` 100.73 in Chennai), and Chhattisgarh (Rs 100.37
in Raipur), industry pricing data showed.

Diesel prices have almost a similar story with Ama-
ravati in Andhra Pradesh selling the fuel at ` 97.6 a
litre, followed by ` 96.41 a litre in Kerala’s capital
Thiruvananthapuram, ` 95.63 in Hyderabad and `
93.31 in Raipur.

The fuel is in the range of ` 92-93 a litre in BJP-
ruled states of Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh and Bihar.
It is also in that range in Odisha and Jharkhand.

On Sunday, Oil minister Hardeep Singh Puri com-

pared fuel prices in Karnataka with those in BJP-ruled
UP and Gujarat to target the Congress.

“After not fulfilling the promises of transferring `
8500/month to a woman of each family, Congress
ruled Karnataka government has saddled the people
of Karnataka with the burden of paying Rs 3/litre
more for petrol and diesel in the state,” he said in a
post on X.

“After this decision, people of Karnataka would be
forced to pay higher amounts for food items, clothing,
medicines and all items of basic necessities as fuel
prices directly impact prices of all goods. Such a de-
cision just after elections have been concluded, ex-
poses the hypocrisy of the Congress which talks about
mehengai but levies approximately ` 8litre-` 12/litre
additional VAT in comparison with BJP ruled states,”
the minister wrote.

With this hike, petrol in Karnataka is now `
8.21/litre more expensive than both BJP-run govern-
ments in UP and Gujarat, he said. He however did not
cite rates in neighbouring BJP-ruled states.

“The price gap is even more staggering if Karnataka
is compared with BJP-governed Arunachal Pradesh
where the party has come back to power strongly. The
petrol prices in Karnataka are over ` 12/litre higher
than in Arunachal. The price gap for diesel is `
8.59/litre between the two states with Arunachal being
much less expensive,” he said.

Puri said during the last three years of global energy
turmoil, the NDA government deftly diversified
India’s crude oil purchases to ensure that petrol prices
actually decreased by about 14 per cent and diesel
prices fell by nearly 11 per cent during November
2021 -May 2024 period. “During the same period, US
saw petrol prices soar 29 per cent, while neighbours
Pakistan and Sri Lanka faced severe financial stress
due to spike in global crude prices,” he said. (PTI)

Rates still lower than neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra

Historic moment in green
Bharchalla in Sonitpur district, Khudigaon in Dhubri district and the 1,000-Mw project in Karbi Anglong.

These and other projects, on completion, shall drastically reduce the state’s dependence on energy procured
from outside the State, he added.

“These and other initiatives have led to the Assam Power Generation Company Limited earning a profit of
` 60 crore this year,” the chief minister stated.

Sarma appealed to the members of the general public to apply for the “PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Scheme”
so that the electricity consumption expenses of the households can be brought down. It has been observed that
installation of solar panels results in 85% decrease in households’ electricity consumption expenses, he added.

The chief minister further added that from July 1, the provision of free electricity supply to the official quar-
ters of the chief minister, other ministers, senior officials and government officials shall be one away with and
they will be asked to pay for the electricity consumption. Power Minister Nandita Gorlosa, chief secretary Ravi
Kota, principal secretary to chief minister K K Dwivedi, managing director of APDCL Rakesh Kumar, along
with a host of officials was present.

Terror in J-K has shrunk
Jammu and Kashmir where security forces are expected to intensify counter-terrorism operations in the coming

days. The operations against terrorists will be carried out in line with the prime minister’s directive, they said. Shah
presided over the high-level meeting, three days after Prime Minister Modi held a similar meeting where he directed
officials to deploy the “full spectrum of counter-terror capabilities” after a spate of terror incidents, including an at-
tack on a bus carrying pilgrims in Reasi district of the Jammu region.

National Security adviser Ajit Doval, Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir Manoj Sinha, Army chief
general Manoj Pande, Army chief-designate Lt. general Upendra Dwivedi, Union home secretary Ajay Bhalla, Di-
rector of Intelligence Bureau Tapan Deka, CRPF director general Anish Dayal Singh, BSF director general Nitin
Agarwal, Jammu and Kashmir director general of Police R R Swain and other top security officials attended the
meeting.

In a meeting on Friday last, Shah was briefed about the security situation in Jammu and Kashmir, the deployment
of forces along the International Border and the Line of Control, infiltration attempts, the status of ongoing anti-
terror operations and the strength of terrorists operating in the Union Territory, sources said.

Terrorists struck at four places in Reasi, Kathua and Doda districts of Jammu and Kashmir within four days last
week, killing nine pilgrims and a CRPF jawan and leaving seven security personnel and several others injured.

Two suspected Pakistani terrorists were also killed in an encounter with security forces in Kathua district.
On June 9, terrorists opened fire on a 53-seater bus carrying pilgrims when it was en route to the Mata Vaishno

Devi shrine in Katra from the Shiv Khori temple. The bus, ferrying pilgrims from Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Delhi, plunged into a deep gorge following the gunfire, killing nine people and injuring 41 others.

On June 11, terrorists fired at a joint checkpost of the Rashtriya Rifles and police at Chattergalla in Bhaderwah
while a search party in the Gandoh area of Doda district was attacked on June 12, resulting in injuries to seven se-
curity personnel, including a policeman. Prime Minister Modi spoke to the home minister on June 13, and discussed
the deployment of security forces and counter-terror operations.

Modi also spoke to the Jammu and Kashmir lieutenant governor as well and took stock of the situation in the
Union Territory.

Sinha briefed him on the efforts being undertaken by the local administration. In the meeting, the prime minister
was given a full overview of the security-related situation in the region and was apprised of the counter-terror
efforts being undertaken.

The attacks took place ahead of the annual pilgrimage to the shrine of Amarnath, located at a height of 3,880
metres in the south Kashmir Himalayas, which will begin on June 29 and will continue till August 19. The Amarnath
pilgrims travel through two routes -- Baltal and Pahalgam -- in Jammu and Kashmir. Sources said last year over
4.28 lakh people visited the shrine and the figure could go up to five lakh this time. (PTI)

Himanta criticizes media over
directed officials to inspect the flyover, and they have confirmed its safety. There is no cause for concern,”

Sarma affirmed.

Coal minister Kishan Reddy
to discuss various issues,” the Chief Minister’s Office said in a post on X. Reddy met Sarma at the latter’s

residence in Guwahati. Sarma congratulated Reddy on his recent appointment and thanked him for his impactful
tenure as the Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) Minister during the last BJP government at the
Centre, it added. (PTI)

IMD issues red alert
Assam & Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram & Tripura, and Sub-Himalayan West Bengal & Sikkim

during the next 5 days,” the bulletin added. The IMD further warned, “Isolated heavy to very heavy rainfall is
very likely over Sub-Himalayan West Bengal & Sikkim, Assam & Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram & Tripura during the next 5 days, with isolated extremely heavy rainfall also likely over Assam
& Meghalaya from June 16-20; Arunachal Pradesh on June 17-18; and Sub-Himalayan West Bengal & Sikkim
from June 16-18. Isolated exceptionally heavy rainfall is also likely over Assam & Meghalaya on June 18.”

Cong slams govt over statues’
for the first time without the Constitutional post of deputy speaker.
“Today, a major reconfiguration of statues in the Parliament complex is being inaugurated. Clearly it is a decision

taken by the ruling regime unilaterally,” he said. “Its sole objective is NOT to have statues of Mahatma Gandhi and
Dr Ambedkar--traditional sites of peaceful, legitimate and democratic protests--right next to where Parliament actually
meets,” Ramesh said in a post on X.

The Mahatma Gandhi statue has thus been displaced not just once but actually twice, he said. Ramesh added that
the Ambedkar Jayanti celebrations will not have the same scale and significance in the Parliament complex, given
that his statue no longer occupies a distinctive place. The Lok Sabha secretariat has said the ‘Prerna Sthal’ has been
constructed so that the dignitaries and other visitors coming to the Parliament House Complex could conveniently see
and pay tributes at these statues in one place.

“An action plan has been made to make the life stories and messages of these great Indians available to the visitors
through new technology,” it said. The Congress has claimed that the idea behind relocating the statues of Mahatma
Gandhi, B R Ambedkar and Chhatrapati Shivaji among others is to ensure that they are not in a prominent place where
the MPs could conduct peaceful and democratic protests. (PTI)

‘Feasibility study for India land 
in Mannar and the creation of an industrial zone in the eastern port district of Trincomalee, would be discussed

during the visit. Fisheries Minister Douglas Devananda has been quoted as saying in the local media that Sri
Lanka would raise the contentious issue of illegal fishing in Sri Lankan waters by Indian fishing, including
bottom trawling. The Palk Strait, a narrow strip of water separating Tamil Nadu from Sri Lanka, is a rich fishing
ground for fishermen from both countries. Fishermen from both countries are arrested frequently for inadver-
tently trespassing into each other’s waters. (PTI)

Karnataka fuel price hike 
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HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, June 16: Pramod
Boro, the Chief Executive Member
(CEM) of Bodoland Territorial Re-
gion, visited the chief minister of
Sikkim, Prem Singh Tamang
(Golay), at his official residence,
Mintokgang in Sikkim on Satur-
day evening.
CEM Boro met with the leader

of Sikkim Krantikari Morcha
(SKM) party and chief minister
Tamang, who has taken oath for a
second consecutive term after se-
curing the largest majority in the
recently concluded assembly elec-
tions in Sikkim.
During the meeting, CEM Boro

conveyed his best wishes and con-
gratulations to Tamang for his suc-
cessful second term and
congratulated the SKM party on
forming the government in
Sikkim. Both leaders discussed
strengthening communication, en-
hancing cultural cooperation be-

tween Sikkim and Bodoland Terri-
torial Region, and fostering sus-
tainable development and welfare
initiatives. Boro expressed his im-
mense pleasure at meeting chief
minister Prem Singh Tamang-
Golay at his official residence,
Mintokgang. He conveyed his best

wishes for a successful second
term and congratulated the Sikkim
Krantikari Morcha (SKM) party on
forming the government. 
Boro praised the chief minister’s

unwavering commitment to public
service and dedication to the peo-
ple, which have resulted in remark-

able progress in Sikkim. He ea-
gerly anticipated witnessing even
more positive developments under
chief minister Tamang-Golay’s lead-
ership. In response, chief minister
Prem Singh Tamang (Golay) appre-
ciated Pramod Boro, the chief ex-
ecutive member of Bodoland
Territorial Region, for his visit to
Sikkim.
“The Chief Executive Member

(CEM) of Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTR), Pramod Boro, vis-
ited me at my official residence,
Mintokgang. During our meeting,
CEM Boro extended his heartfelt
congratulations and kind wishes to
our Sikkim Krantikari Morcha
(SKM) party on successfully form-
ing the government,” Tamang said.
“I deeply appreciate his gener-

ous words of support and I am
thankful for his kind visit. His en-
couragement is greatly valued as
we embark on this new journey in
the days to come,” he added.

CEM Pramod Boro extends congratulations
to Sikkim CM Tamang on re-election

Couple injured in attack by
armed land mafia in Nagaon

HT Correspondent 
NAGAON, June 16: A couple
was grievously injured in a sudden
attack by a gang of land mafia at
their rented house near the Nagaon
Uttar Haibargaon area under
Haibargaon Outpost on Saturday
night. The injured couple, identi-
fied as Nagen Saikia and his wife
Anima Saikia, was immediately
admitted to a local hospital in crit-
ical condition, sources added.
Sources claimed that police

from Haibargaon Outpost immedi-
ately arrested one woman, identi-
fied as Khaleda Begum, and
another person in connection with
the barbaric attack right after the
incident. However, police opera-
tions against the other attackers are
ongoing till the time of filing this
report.
It was learned from the sources

that a large gang of land mafia,
well equipped with arms and led
by Khaleda Begum, invaded the

rented house of Nagen Saikia and
attacked Saikia and his wife, leav-
ing both with grievous injuries.
Additionally, the attackers van-
dalised their rented house, destroy-
ing their CCTV cameras,
monitoring system, and other fur-
niture.
Upon being informed, when

Haibargaon Police rushed to the
spot, the attackers had already fled
after looting valuable items and
gold ornaments, sources added.

CEM Boro visits Mintokgang to discuss cultural cooperation & sustainable development between BTR and Sikkim

HT Correspondent 
HOJAI, June 16: The Maheshwari community in Hojai
celebrated ‘Mahesh Navami’ with religious fervour at their
homes and temples on Saturday. Notably, Mahesh Navami
is observed on the Navami Tithi (ninth day) of Jyeshtha,
Shukla Paksha (the waxing or brighter phase of the Lunar
cycle). It is believed to be the day of origin of the Mahesh-
wari community, which hails Mahesh (Lord of the Lords)
as the supreme power. Talking to this correspondent, Shiv-
sankar Bora and Ramesh Mundra said, “We Maheshwaris
celebrated the day by offering prayers and pujas to Lord
Mahesh (Shiva) and his consort, Devi Parvati.” They in-
formed that other than pujas and customary rituals, in other
parts of the country the community also organises cultural
events and rallies to spread oneness, service, sacrifice, and
truth. “It gives us immense pleasure when people from all
walks of life wish us on this auspicious day,” they added.
They also informed that Kailash Kabra, provincial president
of the Purvottar Pradeshiya Marwari Samellan, also greeted
the community on this occasion.

Police capture cannabis
dealer in Sootea

BEST WISHES & 
CONGRATULATIONS

We are showering our best
wishes  and congratulations
to our Daughter/ Grand
daughter/ Niece/Elder sister/
Relative/ Neighbour  Miss
Gargi Saharia for passing the
HSSLC Examination held in
2024 with distinction. 
May God bless her. 
Parents Jagat Saharia 
(Grand Father) 
Sarat Saharia (Uncle)
Mridula Saharia (Aunt)
Kritartha & Nirban 
(Brothers)
Jyotish Chandra Goswami 
(Relative) 
& Neighbours,Tezpur, Assam

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 16: India’s
leading investment and financial
company, Motilal Financial Serv-
ices Ltd, in collaboration with re-
gional partner Pushpgeet Financial

Pushpgeet Financial Services
hosts seminar in Guwahati

Services, organised a seminar aimed at educating and rais-
ing awareness among investors in Assam and North East.
The seminar featured sessions titled ‘Nivesh ki Baat, Sid-
dhartha Khemka ke Saath’ and ‘Option Jaaniye, Chandan
Taparia ke Saath’, where both speakers provided insights
to the investors. The event was well-attended by a large
number of investors from Guwahati, who appreciated the
initiative by Pushpgeet Financial Services, the regional
partner of Motilal Oswal Mumbai. B L Agarwalla, Sanjay
Agarwal, and Manish Agarwalla, co-owners of Pushpgeet
Financial Services, were also present at the seminar.
Siddhartha Khemka, senior group vice president and

head of research at Motilal Oswal, highlighted India’s
unique economic prospects, emphasising factors such as
solid macroeconomic indicators, healthy corporate earn-
ings, stable interest rates, moderate inflation, and ongoing
policy initiatives. He mentioned that with the elections con-
cluded, the focus is likely to shift towards fundamental bot-
tom-up stock selection. Khemka outlined key factors
currently influencing investor sentiment, including the
Union Budget, monsoon progress, and movements in inter-
est rates. He noted that Nifty is currently trading at a for-
ward P/E of approximately 20x, slightly above its 10-year
average. He recommended investment themes in sectors
such as financials, consumption, discretionary, autos, in-
dustrials, real estate, and telecom.
Chandan Taparia, senior vice president and analyst-de-

rivatives at Motilal Oswal, discussed the rapid growth of
the options market and its opportunities for traders. He em-
phasised the importance of proper trading strategies, risk
management, and discipline in capitalising on the potential
of options trading. Taparia mentioned the increasing popu-
larity of algo trading in Indian derivatives markets, partic-
ularly in option strategies aimed at mitigating risk and
achieving substantial returns.
Throughout the session, investors and traders engaged

with experts during the ‘Aap Ke Sawal Expert Ke Jawab’
segment, where queries were addressed comprehensively.
The interaction provided valuable insights into investment
strategies and market dynamics, reinforcing the commit-
ment of Pushpgeet Financial Services and Motilal Oswal
to investor education and empowerment.

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 16: For the convenience of the pas-
sengers, NF Railway has decided to operate a bi-weekly
special train between Guwahati and New Jalpaiguri through
the Chapar, Bilasipara, Gauripur, Golakganj, Tufanganj
route. The special train bearing no 05698/05697 (Guwahati
– New Jalpaiguri - Guwahati) will operate from June 18,
2024 till January 1, 2025 in both directions. With the oper-
ation of this special train, people of the vast areas of West
Assam and North Bengal will get easy access to Guwahati
and New Jalpaiguri.
Special train no 05698 (Guwahati – New Jalpaiguri) will

depart from Guwahati at 23:55 hours from June 18 till De-
cember 31, 2024 on every Tuesday and Thursday to reach
New Jalpaiguri at 08:15 hours the next day. In the return
direction, train no 05697 (New Jalpaiguri - Guwahati) will
depart from New Jalpaiguri at 11:15 hours from June 19,
2024 till January 1, 2025 on every Wednesday and Friday
to reach Guwahati at 19:30 hours the same day.
The special train will consist of AC 2-tier, AC 3-tier,

sleeper class, and general seating coaches for the conven-
ience of passengers from all segments. During its journey
both ways, the special train will have stoppages at Ka-
makhya, Dudhnai, Goalpara Town, Abhayapuri, Chapar,
Bilasipara, Gauripur, Golakganj, Tufanganj, New Coochbe-
har, Mathabhanga, New Changrabandha, Jalpaiguri Road,
and Rani Nagar Jalpaiguri stations.
The details of stoppages and timings of this train are

available on the IRCTC website and are also being notified
in various newspapers and social media platforms of NF
Railway. Passengers are requested to verify the details be-
fore undertaking their journey.

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALI, June 16: Assam Natya
Sanmilan, a premier dramatic organisation of the state,
has announced the central organisation of the upcom-
ing Kalaguru Bishnu Prasad Rabha Divas on June 20
at Miri Gaon, Bongalmora, according to a press re-
lease issued by the organisation on Sunday. The cen-
tral program is being conducted under the auspices of
Pub Dikrong Bishnu Rabha Natya Sanmilan in col-
laboration with Lakhimpur District Natya Sanmilan,
Bishnu Jyoti Rangamancha, and in association with
Bongalmora Janjati HSS. The day-long program will

commence with a plantation drive, followed by flag
hoisting, floral tributes, and a series of competitions.
The open session is scheduled for 1:00 pm, chaired by
Kumar Dipak Das, president of Assam Natya Sanmilan.
Dhiren Saikia, retired principal of Bongalmora Janjati
HSS, will be present as the appointed speaker. The event
will also be attended by Hiranya Hazarika, executive
president, Mrigen Bora, vice president, Arup Borthakur,
Dr Basanta Khanikar, Jayanta Hazarika, Niranjan
Kakaty, and Dilip Kr Bora, among others. The open
session will be inaugurated by Haren Saikia, president
of Swarnapeeth Mandal Committee.

Assam Natya Sanmilan to commemorate Bishnu Rabha Divas

NF Railway introduces
bi-weekly special train

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALI, June
16: The 3rd annual meeting of
Biswanath District Kabi Sanmilan
was conducted on Sunday at the
conference hall of Binapani Natya
Mandir with Shailen Bora, vice
president, presiding over the ses-
sion. Bedadeep Upadhyaya, joint
secretary of the central committee,
attended the meeting as an observer.
Prior to the open session, a dele-
gates’ meeting was convened to
constitute the new Biswanath Dis-
trict Committee of Kabi Sanmilan.
The committee was formed with
Hiteswar Saikia, Kanaklata Neog,
Dhanada Kalita, and Shailen Bora
as advisors. Anjana Bhagawati was
appointed as the president, Dilip
Bora as the working president,
Champa Bora as the vice president,
Khagen Chandra Bora as the gen-
eral secretary, and Prem Boishnav
and Labanu Saikia as joint secre-
taries, along with eleven executive
members.

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALI, June
16:Acting on a tip-off, a joint team
of Sootea police, led by Shyamal
Jyoti Saikia, officer-in-charge of
Sootea PS, and Nabajit Das Baghri,
dy SP (HQ), Biswanath, success-
fully apprehended a cannabis dealer
identified as Bibek Nath on Sunday.
The team recovered approximately
8 kgs of cannabis from his posses-
sion. According to the officer-in-
charge, the police received
information about the cannabis dealer
and intercepted him at Khanaguri.
Bibek Nath, who arrived from the
Udalguri side, was apprehended with
the cannabis intended for sale in the
Sootea and Biswanath area. Bibek
Nath is originally from Kharthebari,
Barpeta. 

Biswanath District 
Kabi Sanmilan holds 
3rd annual meeting

Maheshwari community celebrates
‘Mahesh Navami’ in Hojai
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
I have a Father’s Day every day.

-Dennis Banks

The recent introspection within the BJP, led by the RSS, high-
lights a critical issue: the arrogance of its leaders. This self-as-
sessment points to a significant disconnect between the party

and the grassroots, which has contributed to their setbacks in the Lok
Sabha elections. The leaders’ overconfidence and dismissive attitudes
have alienated voters, creating a need for the BJP to recalibrate its ap-
proach towards governance and public engagement. Emphasizing hu-
mility and responsiveness is now paramount for rebuilding trust and
support. The failure to secure a clear majority in the elections tested
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s political acumen. Initially, Modi ap-
peared to recognize the need for a shift. Moving away from his typical
rhetoric of personal guarantees, he emphasized the collective strength
of the NDA. This change suggested a willingness to accommodate di-
verse voices and a recognition of the necessity for coalition politics
in India’s pluralistic democracy. This newfound humility sparked
speculation about a potential softening of Modi’s governance style.
Modi’s embrace of coalition-building was not merely an ideological

pivot but a pragmatic response to parliamentary arithmetic. With sup-
port from key allies like Chandrababu Naidu and Nitish Kumar,
Modi’s position seemed secure. However, as alliances solidified,
Modi’s initial semblance of humility gave way to his familiar self-as-
surance, verging on arrogance. His body language, once hinting at
compromise, began to echo past triumphs, suggesting a return to his
old ways. The prospect of Modi reverting to his earlier style carries
significant implications. A resurgence of his authoritative approach
could exacerbate existing political fault lines and deepen polarization.
Modi’s reluctance to embrace genuine change appears systemic, mir-
rored in the demeanour of his close ally, Amit Shah. During Chan-
drababu Naidu’s ministry swearing-in ceremony, Shah publicly
rebuked Tamil Nadu BJP leader Tamilisai Soundarajan, a move that
drew considerable attention. The incident was notable not just for the
rebuke but for Shah’s body language, which starkly contrasted with
the humility he displayed during the election results announcement.
His pointed finger suggested a disdain for the Dravida land and a sense
of racial superiority, which has not gone unnoticed by the people of
Tamil Nadu. Shah’s public scolding of Tamilisai, seemingly indifferent
to optics, signals a return to a more assertive and authoritative stance.
This could be seen as Shah reasserting his authority within the party
or as a reflection of the changing political landscape post-election.
The shift from humility to sternness in Shah’s demeanour may in-

dicate a recalibration of political strategies in response to evolving
challenges. The timing of Shah’s rebuke, during a high-profile event,
amplifies its significance. It underscores his assertiveness and raises
questions about internal dynamics within the BJP and its state units.
The public nature of the incident suggests a message to party members
and allies regarding discipline and loyalty. Given Tamil Nadu’s im-
portance for the BJP’s expansion plans, handling intra-party conflicts
in such a setting has far-reaching implications. While Modi’s language
has adapted to the electoral setback, his and Shah’s body language
suggests a reversion to their old, authoritative styles. This shift risks
alienating voters further and could deepen political divides. The BJP
leadership must genuinely embrace humility and responsiveness to
navigate the challenges ahead and rebuild trust with the electorate.
The pendulum of political fortunes is ever-swinging, and only time
will tell if the BJP can truly learn from its setbacks and adapt accord-
ingly.

Modi’s rhetoric shifts

The 18th Lok Sabha has
been elected in the coun-
try. The world’s largest

democracy and record number of
voters are to be proud of, but
there are also disturbing trends
in this democracy. The news is
that out of the 543 members of
Lok Sabha elected recently, no
less than 46 percent have crimi-
nal records, which is three per-
cent more than the last time. In
Indian politics, people with
criminal image or facing crimi-
nal charges are the potential
threat to the government and the
nation both, in every conceivable
way, which is a matter of worry
for every citizen. 
Will the democratic purity and

sanctity of the country be pro-
tected in this situation? Will
these tainted people not crimi-
nalize our system over time? The
latest report by the Association
of Democratic Reforms, an advi-
sory body that analyses issues
related to the criminals in Indian
politics, shows that while 233
(43%) of the MPs elected in
2019 had accepted criminal
cases registered against them,
251 MPs elected for the 18th
Lok Sabha have accepted crimi-
nal cases registered against
them, which is 46% of the total
number.
Today, a big question is how to

make Indian politics crime-free.
It is not without reason that the
increasing interference by crim-
inals in Indian politics has cre-
ated such a problem that instead
of appearing in court, an MP
who is   accused of kidnapping
reaches Rashtrapati Bhawan to
take oath as a minister. Leaders
like Arvind Kejriwal say in the
general elections that the people
should vote for Aam Aadmi
Party in large numbers, so that
he can be saved from going to
jail. 
Here the most important ques-

tion is how will we establish a
good governance and honest sys-
tem by giving responsible posi-
tions to such characterless and

criminal elements? How will he
live up to the trust of the general
public? How will the doors be
closed for the tainted persons to
reach the Parliament? 
In fact, on the alert initiative

by the Supreme Court, all politi-
cal parties have started publish-
ing the criminal records of Lok
Sabha and Assembly candidates
since the year 2020. Certainly,
the purpose of this order was to
free the country’s politics from
the crooks tainted with criminal
image. But in reality this did not
happen, because the priority of
all political parties was to gam-
ble on the winning candidates,
even if they had
a criminal
record.
The big ques-

tion is who will
present the ideal in politics then?
What happened to those people
who always presented the ideal
picture by making every sacri-
fice possible? They became ex-
emplary for millions, became
ideals - whether it was the free-
dom struggle, security of the
country, security of religion, pro-
tection of their word or the ques-
tion of protection of their culture
and identity, they sacrificed
everything to fulfil their duty
and promise. Heroes like Maha-
rana Pratap, Bhagat Singh, Dur-
gadas, Chhatrasal, Shivaji made
big sacrifices by abandoning all
comforts of life. Guru Govind
Singh got both his sons bricked
into the wall and Panna Dhay
sacrificed her son for her devo-
tion to her master. Temples
should be built for such people. 
If their temples are not built,

people bow their heads in rever-
ence, as soon as their names are
mentioned. But the way our na-
tional life and thinking have
been distorted today, our politics
has become selfish and narrow-
minded, our behaviour has be-
come false, we have worn more
masks than faces, it has de-
stroyed all our values. With the
rise of criminals in politics, citi-

zens of the nation are worried
and confused about the future of
the country. The time has come
when some top people will have
to make Herculean efforts to

protect the coun-
try’s culture,
glorious her-
itage. 
A new stan-

dard will have to be set before
the directionless leadership
class. If a person is accused in
any murder, kidnapping, murder
or any other serious crime, then
the attempt to protect him by
calling him a political person, or
the evil attempt to take political
advantage will have to be
stopped. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has always given pri-
ority to corruption and crime
free politics, but in the battle to
win elections, he has also been
seen giving shelter to criminal
politicians.
All political parties have given

tickets to tainted candidates.
This highlights the huge differ-
ence between the words and ac-
tions of political parties. The
question is - what will be our fu-
ture if such tainted people who
formulate policies for the coun-
try continue to be the makers of
our destiny? Will people with
criminal backgrounds not affect
our law and order after being
elected as public representa-
tives? What will be the future of
our society and system? Why
don’t the leaders who talk about
all the ideals and question the ac-
tions of the leaders of other par-
ties take honest initiative to free

politics from the dominance of
criminals? Why don’t all politi-
cal parties agree for purity and
sanctity in Indian democracy? 
Certainly, if no serious initia-

tive is taken in this direction in
time, then this percentage of
tainted people will continue to
increase in the coming years.
Along with this, the big crisis is
that the dominance of leaders
who have become millionaires
by hook or crook is increasing in
the lower house of the country.
This time, there are 504 million-
aires among the MPs elected to
the Parliament. In such a situa-
tion, can it be expected that a
common man who lives off his
hard-earned money can ever
think of becoming an MP?
Tainted and criminal politicians
are becoming a big irony and
anomaly of democracy. 
It is not just about the Lok

Sabha, there is such a contradic-
tion and anomaly in the govern-
ments of various states that a
leader with a criminal image be-
comes the Law Minister, an illit-
erate or less educated
representative is made the Edu-
cation Minister. The same hap-
pens with other important
ministries. What kind of help-
lessness is this of political par-
ties? Often the reality of the
claim of making politics crime-
free comes to the fore when the
opportunity comes to form a
coalition government in a state
or at the Centre. It is a matter of
happiness that such helplessness
has been controlled to a great ex-
tent in the cabinet of the coali-

tion government formed at the
Centre. Only one demand is
heard from those who protect the
nation on the borders that after
death our dead body should be
sent to our home. When we read
such things, our head salutes
those soldiers; it seems that the
spirit of patriotism and sacrifice
has not died yet. But when will
such an ideal be present in poli-
tics? The light of the lamp of
character and morality in politics
has become dim; oil will have to
be poured. Whether it is the CBI
raids and prison bars on the
houses of ministers in the Delhi
government or the coronation of
criminal elements in the forma-
tion of the Bihar Council of Min-
isters, these are serious issues on
which there should be an intense
debate in politics, there should
be a meaningful effort to purify
politics, this should be the prior-
ities of new India - strong India.
Everyone is running and

shouting for their identity and
self-interest. Some try to estab-
lish their independent identity
with money, some with their
beauty, some with their scholar-
ship, some with their behaviour.
The condition of politics is even
worse that here leaders resort to
crime, corruption and immoral-
ity to rule the hearts of the peo-
ple. There are attempts to divide
the people on the basis of caste,
regional, and communalism. But
how much illusion do we nur-
ture? Identity is not built without
character. Everything else is
temporary. Character is a sad-
hana, austerity. Just as the belly
of ego is big, it needs something
or the other every day. Similarly,
political character needs daily
protection and all this can be
achieved only with strong
morale, clean image, honesty
and freedom from crime. In pol-
itics, only a leader with character
and morality is respectable and
acceptable. (The author is a
journalist & columnist. He can
be reached at
lalitgarg11@gmail.com)

Sharp increase in tainted leaders - a matter of concern

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
Lalit Garg

Overview on Land 
restoration, desertification

and drought resilience
By: Mowsam Hazarika

Land restoration, desertifica-
tion, and drought resilience
are interconnected con-

cepts that address environmental
degradation, particularly in arid
and semi-arid regions. Here’s an
overview of each concept and
their interrelationships:

Land Restoration
Land restoration involves ac-

tivities aimed at returning de-
graded land to a healthy state,
improving its productivity and
ecological functionality. Restora-
tion techniques include:
• Reforestation and Af-

forestation: Planting trees to re-
store forests and create new
forested areas.
• Soil Conservation Practices:

Techniques like terracing, con-
tour plowing, and the use of cover
crops to prevent soil erosion.
• Wetland Restoration: Re-

establishing wetlands to improve
water filtration and habitat for
wildlife.
• Agroforestry: Integrating

trees and shrubs into agricultural
landscapes to enhance biodiver-
sity and soil health.

Desertification
Desertification is the process

by which fertile land becomes
desert, typically as a result of
drought, deforestation, or inap-
propriate agriculture. Key factors
include:
• Climate Change: Altered

weather patterns can reduce pre-
cipitation and increase tempera-
tures, accelerating desertification.
• Unsustainable Land Use:

Overgrazing, deforestation, and
poor agricultural practices deplete
soil nutrients and structure.
• Water Mismanagement:

Overuse and mismanagement of
water resources can exacerbate
soil degradation.

Drought Resilience
Drought resilience refers to the

ability of an ecosystem or com-
munity to withstand and recover
from periods of low water avail-
ability. Strategies to enhance
drought resilience include:
• Water Conservation Prac-

tices: Efficient irrigation systems,
rainwater harvesting, and the use
of drought-resistant crop vari-
eties.
• Soil Moisture Management:

Techniques like mulching and the
use of organic matter to retain soil

moisture.
• Diversification of Liveli-

hoods: Encouraging diverse agri-
cultural practices to reduce
dependency on water-intensive
crops.

Interconnections
• Land Restoration and De-

sertification: Effective land
restoration can combat desertifi-
cation by improving soil health,
increasing vegetation cover, and
restoring natural water cycles.
Techniques like reforestation and
sustainable agriculture can halt
and reverse the spread of deserts.
• Land Restoration and

Drought Resilience: Restored
land is more resilient to drought
as healthy soils retain more mois-
ture and support diverse plant
life, which in turn maintains local
climate conditions.
• Desertification and Drought

Resilience:Reducing desertifica-
tion through sustainable land
management increases resilience
to drought by maintaining the
land’s productivity and water re-
tention capacity.

Case Studies and Examples
• The Great Green Wall Ini-

tiative:A project across the Sahel
region in Africa aiming to combat
desertification through a mosaic
of green and productive land-
scapes.
• China’s Loess Plateau:

Restoration efforts have trans-
formed a heavily degraded area
into productive farmland, im-
proving local climate resilience.
• Australia’s Water-Sensitive

Urban Design: Incorporating
green infrastructure to manage
urban water sustainably, enhanc-
ing resilience to both drought and
flooding.
Combating desertification and

enhancing drought resilience
through land restoration requires
a holistic approach, integrating
ecological, social, and economic
strategies. Sustainable land man-
agement practices not only re-
store ecosystems but also support
livelihoods and create more re-
silient communities in the face of
climate change. (The author is
People’s Science Activist of
Assam and a Former Director,
Assam Seed and Organic Certi-
fication Agency & Former Joint
Director of Agriculture ( Pulse ),
Department of Agriculture. He
can be reached at
mowsam2000@yahoo.co.in)

How strong is the BJP without the RSS
By: R.K. Sinha

Mohan Bhagwat, the
chief of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS) expresses his frank opin-
ion on specific issues or occa-
sions. Yes, when he speaks, the
whole nation listens intently. His
statements are interpreted from
various angles. Recently, after
the Lok Sabha elections, Mohan
Bhagwat caused a stir by indi-
rectly blaming some BJP leaders
of being ‘arrogant’.
Addressing a Sangh event in

Nagpur, Maharashtra, Mohan
Bhagwat said, “A true servant
maintains decorum while work-
ing. They don’t have an ego like
‘I did this’. Only such a person
deserves to be called a servant.”
What does he intend to convey
by discussing ego? One opinion
is that some BJP leaders, after
coming to power, have not re-
mained humble. They have be-
come arrogant. They have
distanced themselves from the
concerns of the common people.
They have alienated themselves
from public service. Due to this,
the people did not give BJP the
expected success in the recent

Lok Sabha elections. A top offi-
cial of an organization allied to
the BJP was telling me a few
months ago, he met an Union
Minister for some important
work. The minister knew that he
had dedicated his entire life as
an RSS worker. Despite all this,
the Union Minister did not give
him much importance. The
smug minister forgot that the
BJP gets its strength from the
RSS and its allied organizations.
There is no doubt that BJP lead-
ers who are not familiar with the
importance and ideology of the
RSS need to change their think-
ing. The BJP has no existence
without the Sangh.
In his speeches, Mohan Bhag-

wat has consistently praised
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
During the ‘Pran Pratishtha’
(consecration) of the Ram tem-
ple, Mohan Bhagwat said, “Be-
fore coming to consecration
festival, Prime Minister Modi
observed a strict fast. He fol-
lowed a much stricter regimen
than what was asked. I have
known him for a long time and I
know, he is an ascetic.”
The Sangh is the parent or-

ganization of the BJP, so it’s nat-

ural that it will have an impact
on the BJP. Additionally, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
been an active Sangh cam-
paigner. However, for some time
now, there has been a muted dis-
cussion about whether the BJP
always operates under the influ-
ence of the Sangh? If not, to
what extent does the Sangh have
control over the BJP?
You will remember that dur-

ing the Lok Sabha election cam-
paign, BJP President JP Nadda
said that the BJP is a political or-
ganization and the RSS is a cul-
tural and social organization that
does its own work. He also said
that the BJP’s structure has be-
come strong and now it runs on
its own. Nadda made this state-
ment in an interview to a noted
daily newspaper when asked if
the presence of the Sangh within
the party had changed compared
to the Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
era. Whether Nadda should have
said all this about the relation-
ship between the Sangh and the
BJP or not, but somewhere there
are signs that some ideological
differences arose between the
Sangh and some BJP leaders
during the Lok Sabha elections.

However, I cannot say anything
concretely about this, whether
the BJP ignored the suggestions
given by the Sangh regarding
the selection of some candidates
for the elections in Uttar
Pradesh after the party’s defeat
there. The Sangh and the BJP
have been working together for
a long time in many elections.
Yes, it is true that a lot of lead-

ers from other parties have
joined the BJP. They may not
have a lot of allegiance to the
Sangh’s thinking. But no one
can deny that the BJP still needs
the support of the Sangh. The
BJP must follow Pandit Deen-
dayal Upadhyay’s ideology. He
was far from ego. He was a seri-
ous philosopher and deep
thinker, as well as a dedicated
organizer and leader who estab-
lished the highest level of per-
sonal integrity and dignity in
public life. I worked with him in
Bihar in the 1960 to 1968, till
his last days. I was a teenager
then though politically very ac-
tive and aware. There was no
trace of arrogance in his person-
ality. BJP leaders must always
follow his ideas and lifestyle.
Mohan Bhagwat speaks

plainly. He has also expressed
his opinion on the unrest in Ma-
nipur. “Manipur has been seek-
ing peace for a year. This should
be discussed as a priority. The
state had been peaceful for the
past 10 years. It seemed that the
old ‘gun culture’ had ended. The
fire ignited or instigated by the
sudden tension there, is still
burning. Who will pay attention
to this? It is our duty to priori-
tize and pay attention to it,” he
said.
Undeniably, Manipur has

been burning for almost a year.
Violence and massacres con-
tinue there. The situation hasn’t
come under control. Just when it
seems that peace is about to be
restored in Manipur, bad news
comes from there. The situation
in Manipur has troubled the en-
tire country. Obviously, the
whole country connects with
Mohan Bhagwat’s opinion on
Manipur. Now the country’s de-
sire is that peace be restored in
Manipur and the warmth that
existed in the relationship be-
tween the Sangh and the BJP
should return. (The author is a
senior editor, columnist and
former Rajya Sabha MP)

POST BAG

Revive APOL
Sir/Ma’am

Assam used to be a textile producing giant ruling the early 90s with APOL fab-
rics which slowly became a household name in India because of its fine quality.
Leading apparel brands like Goenka used to manufacture their products in APOL’s
facility. Assam Polyester Limited which is more famously known in its shortened
form APOL slowly occupied a large share of the market in the 90s but post liber-
alisation in 1995 the company stuttered infront of big conglomerates due to lack
of working capital and with time it seized production in 2003. 
It has been more than two decades APOL’s employees are demanding its revival

as more than 1500 of them became jobless. Now as Pabitra Margherita takes the
oath of office of Ministry of Textiles we can hope that he will do his bit to revive
APOL and put a smile on those 1500 families.

Noopur Baruah,
Tezpur, Assam

barooahnoopur@gmail.com

Role and contribution of laboratory 
technicians in the health department

Laboratory technicians play a vital role in diagnosing and treating illnesses. They
provide crucial support by conducting various tests and offering advice on appropri-
ate treatment options. Before any patient undergoes medical treatment, it is essential
to conduct thorough tests to ensure an accurate diagnosis. Laboratory technicians
are responsible for collecting samples and performing tests to detect the presence of
pathogens or other indicators of illness. Their work is instrumental in confirming
whether a patient is infected with a particular disease or not.
In cases where medical intervention is necessary, it is essential to ensure that pa-

tients receive the appropriate treatment without the risk of further complications. Be-
fore any surgical procedure, laboratory technicians conduct specific tests to determine
whether the patient is at risk of contracting infections or other complications due to
the disease. This helps to mitigate the risk of postoperative complications and ensures
the safety of the patient.
The role of laboratory technicians extends beyond the confines of the laboratory.

They are responsible for collecting samples and performing tests, often directly in-
teracting with patients. This direct contact increases the likelihood of transmitting
infections to technicians. Therefore, it is essential for laboratory technicians to take
necessary precautions to protect themselves and others from potential infections.
In addition to conducting tests and analyzing results, laboratory technicians also

play a crucial role in maintaining the safety and cleanliness of the laboratory envi-
ronment. They adhere to strict protocols to prevent contamination and ensure accurate
test results. Their meticulous attention to detail and dedication to their work con-
tribute significantly to the overall success of the health department.
During times of crisis, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, the importance of labo-

ratory technicians becomes even more apparent. They are at the forefront of efforts
to control the spread of the virus by conducting tests and providing accurate data to
health authorities. Their tireless dedication and commitment to their work are com-
mendable, and they deserve recognition for their invaluable contributions to public
health.
In conclusion, laboratory technicians are indispensable members of the health de-

partment, playing a vital role in diagnosing and treating illnesses, ensuring patient
safety, and maintaining the integrity of laboratory operations. Their contributions are
often overlooked but are essential for the effective functioning of the health care sys-
tem.

Deborshi Gautam
Shrawoni Bordoloi
Bangaon, Nalbari

gautamdeborshi@gmail.com

Sir/Ma’am

The role and contribution of laboratory technicians in the health department are
often underestimated in society. While people generally perceive the health depart-
ment as comprising only doctors and nurses, the reality is far more complex. Many
health workers are involved in various capacities within this extensive sector, a fact
that is often overlooked by the general public.
The responsibilities and contributions of other health workers in the health depart-

ment are not always recognized by society. Laboratory technicians, in particular,
play a crucial role that often goes unnoticed. When we visit a hospital for medical
treatment, our focus is usually solely on getting better, with little awareness of the
multitude of health workers involved behind the scenes. In reality, it is not just doc-
tors and nurses who are integral to ensuring the health and well-being of patients. 
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Viagra may help prevent dementia
by boosting brain blood flow

By: Tim Newman

According to a recent
study published in
Circulation Research,

sildenafil - more commonly
known as Viagra - may re-
duce the risk of vascular de-
mentia.

After participants took the
drug for three weeks, the sci-
entists measured positive
changes in the behavior of
blood vessels in the brain.

The study, called the Ox-
HARP trial, lays the founda-
tion for future clinical trials.
Viagra’s expanding scope
Viagra, first designed to

treat angina, rose to fame in
the late 1990s as an effective
treatment for erectile dys-
function.

Because it is a relatively
safe drug and affects a num-
ber of organs, such as the
heart, liver, kidney, and
brain, it is a good candidate
for drug repurposing.

For instance, scientists
have already investigated
whether sildenafil might help
treat conditions including
chronic pain, cancer, depres-
sion, kidney disease, and
more.

The latest study asks
whether Viagra might help
reduce the risk of developing
vascular dementia.
What is vascular demen-

tia?
Vascular dementia is a

form of dementia caused by
impaired blood flow or dam-
aged blood vessels in the
brain. It often occurs after a
stroke. As the second most
common form of dementia
after Alzheimer’s disease,
vascular dementia accounts
for 15–20% of dementia
cases in North America and
Europe.

Medical News Today
spoke with José Morales,
MD, a vascular neurologist
and neurointerventional sur-
geon at Pacific Neuroscience
Institute in Santa Monica,
CA. Morales, who was not
involved in the new study,
told Medical News Today
that “there are treatments
available that can help man-
age the symptoms and slow
the progression of the dis-
ease.” However, “There is no
cure,” so identifying risk fac-
tors and ways to reduce those
risks is important.

Cerebral small vessel dis-
ease (CSVD) is one such risk
factor. CSVD is an umbrella
term for a number of condi-
tions that affect small blood
vessels in the brain.

MNT reached out to one of
the study’s authors, Alastair
Webb, MSc, a consultant
neurologist at Imperial Col-
lege London in the United
Kingdom. He provided an
outline of CSVD:

“Small vessel disease is
chronic damage to the small

blood vessels deep inside the
brain, resulting in them be-
coming narrow, blocked, and
leaky. This damage occurs to
some extent in most people
as they get older, but it is
much more severe in some,
often due to having high
blood pressure for a long
time.”

“The resulting damage
may further reduce blood
flow to the deep part of the
brain resulting in strokes and
dementia,” he explained.

How Viagra may affect
blood vessels in the brain

In the recent study, the sci-
entists recruited 75 people
with neurological signs of
CSVD.

Every participant received
3-week regimens of silde-
nafil, placebo, and cilostazol
— a treatment for vascular
disease. Each course of drugs
was separated by a
“washout” period of at least
1 week.

Testing all three drugs on
all participants is called a
crossover trial. These studies
are powerful because each
participant acts as their own
control. They also require
fewer participants to achieve
statistically meaningful re-
sults.

The researchers focused on
the following measures.

• Cerebral pulsatility:
Webb described this as
“stronger pulsations of blood
flow to the brain with each
heart beat.”

• Cerebrovascular reac-
tivity: This is “reduced re-
sponsiveness of blood
vessels in the brain,” accord-
ing to Webb.

• Cerebrovascular resist-
ance: how much resistance
there is to blood flow within
vessels.

• Cerebral blood flow:
Blood supply to the brain.

MNT asked Webb why
they decided to investigate
sildenafil:

“It causes blood vessels to
open up, to increase blood
flow and the responsiveness
of blood vessels,” he said.
“As such, it had the right
type of action to improve the
blood flow problems seen in
our patients, but it was un-
clear whether it worked in
the brain in the same way.”
Fewer side effects than

drugs for poor circulation
The researchers found that

sildenafil did not improve
cerebral pulsatility compared
with placebo. Although
Webb “had reason to believe
that it would reduce pulsa-
tions,” the team was not
overly surprised that it did
not work in this way.

Importantly, though, silde-
nafil did improve cerebrovas-
cular reactivity and
resistance, and cerebral
blood flow compared with
placebo.

Compared with cilostazol,
Viagra performed similarly
but produced fewer side ef-
fects, such as diarrhea.
The authors conclude:
“Overall, the improved

cerebrovascular dynamics
with sildenafil provide a new
potential treatment to prevent
progression of [cerebral
small vessel disease] that
needs testing in clinical tri-
als.”

Although it is still early
days, this is a step toward un-
derstanding how to reduce
the risk of vascular dementia.
Why use Viagra to re-

duce dementia risk?
MNT spoke with Rakesh

C. Kukreja, PhD, professor
of internal medicine at Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity School of Medicine in
Richmond, who was not in-
volved in the study. On why
Viagra might help reduce
vascular dementia risk,
Kukreja said:

“Sildenafil is a potent in-
hibitor of the enzyme phos-
phodiesterase 5 (PDE5),
which breaks down the pow-
erful vasodilator molecule
cyclic guanosine monophos-
phate (cGMP).”

“By preventing the break-
down of cGMP, sildenafil
promotes the relaxation of
blood vessels and improves
blood flow. Therefore, the
enhanced cerebral blood flow
and reduced vascular resist-
ance from sildenafil treat-
ment might influence the risk
of dementia,” he said.

It is worth mentioning that
this study’s results line up
with earlier research.

For instance, a study using
a rodent model of vascular
dementia found that Viagra
improved cognitive ability
and memory. Other rodent

studies produced similar
findings.

Also, studies in a human
population concluded that
Viagra usage was linked with
a reduced risk of developing
Alzheimer’s. Similarly,
Kukreja outlined another
study involving “insurance
claim data for 7.23 million
individuals.”

In this study, he explained,
“sildenafil was associated
with a 69% reduction in the
risk of developing
Alzheimer’s disease.”
Tackling lifestyle risk fac-

tors for dementia
While further research is

needed into Viagra and vas-
cular dementia, there are
lifestyle factors that can
make a difference to an indi-
vidual’s risk.

MNT spoke with Dr. Tim
Beanland, head of knowl-
edge at the Alzheimer’s Soci-
ety who was not involved in
the study. He outlined some
lifestyle risk factors for vas-
cular dementia:

“We know that what’s
good for the heart is good for
the brain, so a healthy diet
and lifestyle, including not
smoking or drinking too
much alcohol, can help to
lower your risk of dementia
and other conditions like
heart disease, stroke, dia-
betes, and some cancers.”

For individuals who al-
ready have dementia, he told
MNT that “there is growing
evidence to suggest that reg-
ular exercise, looking after
your health, and keeping
mentally and socially active
can help to reduce the pro-
gression of dementia symp-
toms.”
Too soon to use Viagra to

prevent dementia
The results of this study

suggest that sildenafil may
help reduce the risk of vascu-
lar dementia in people with
CSVD. However, it only
measured changes to aspects
of cerebral blood flow over a
relatively short period of
time.

To get a clearer picture of
whether Viagra and similar
drugs truly can reduce risk,
scientists will need to follow
people for years to assess
whether their risk is reduced.

Webb plans to continue
this line of investigation:

“It is very important to
follow up on this work. We
need to do some further stud-
ies to work out the best dose
of the drug, and the best drug
from this group of drugs to
take on further,” he told
MNT.

“We are aiming to test it in
a much larger trial to under-
stand if it not only improves
blood flow to the brain but
also to test whether this re-
duces the risk of stroke and
dementia,” he added. (Cour-
tesy: Medical News Today)

Will Rajasthan be able to be free from TB by 2025?
By: Amarpal Singh Verma

Many diseases are still a
challenge in the
whole world. Many

countries are trying to eradicate
these diseases but due to vari-
ous reasons, it is becoming dif-
ficult to control them.
Tuberculosis, which is said to
be the oldest disease in human
history, is also one of these dis-
eases. Rajasthan, the largest
state of India, is facing the chal-
lenge of TB disease. Although
treatment for TB is available,
still a lot of hard work has to be
done to eradicate TB in the
state as compared to all other
infectious diseases.

Like the whole country, the
roots of TB are very old and
deep in Rajasthan too. 26 per-
cent of the world's TB patients
are in India and six percent of
them are in Rajasthan, due to
which TB eradication has re-
mained a challenge for a long
time. The government has
taken extensive steps for this,
but even today there is a lack of
necessary awareness about this
deadly disease, lack of knowl-
edge about the ways to avoid
infection and misconceptions,
negligence and blind faith
prevalent in the community re-
garding proper treatment of pa-
tients are obstacles in TB
eradication.

The World Health Organiza-
tion set the goal of eliminating
TB by the year 2030, and India
went even further by setting the
goal of eliminating TB by
2025. Under the central gov-
ernment's goal, work was

started on a large scale in Ra-
jasthan, but instead of decreas-
ing, new cases of TB are
increasing continuously here.
According to the data, one lakh
2032 patients were found in the
state in the year 2015, which in-
creased to one lakh 6756 in the
year 2016.

Similarly, one lakh 5953 pa-
tients were found in the year
2017, which increased to one
lakh 79 thousand 168 in the
year 2018. One lakh 75 thou-
sand 218 patients were found in
the year 2019, which increased
to one lakh 37 thousand 343 in
the year 2020. Similarly, in the
year 2021, one lakh 49 thou-
sand 225 patients were found in
the state, whose number has in-
creased to one lakh 69 thousand
522 in the year 2023. Most of
the cases in the state are of lung
TB, but MDR TB also remains
a big crisis for health. This is a
type of TB on which medicines
have no effect. 

Every year about one and a
half thousand patients of MDR
TB are coming up in the state.
Out of every one lakh people in
the state, 209.3 people are suf-
fering from TB. The rural and
poor and deprived class people
of the state are facing the max-
imum outbreak of TB. Al-
though no district of the state is
untouched by TB, but the max-
imum number of patients are
coming up in Jaipur, Ajmer,
Alwar, Banswara, Bharatpur,
Bhilwara, Bikaner, Dungarpur,
Hanumangarh, Sriganganagar,
Jodhpur, Karauli, Kota, Na-
gaur, Tonk, Udaipur and Sikar
districts. TB disease has be-

come a challenge in tribal-dom-
inated Banswara, Dungarpur
districts because most migra-
tion takes place from there.
Due to migration, the identified
patients are not getting treat-
ment. 

According to a study by Gee-
tanjali Medical College,
Udaipur, an increase in the
prevalence of TB has been ob-
served among silicosis patients
in the mining area near Udaipur
in the southern part of the state.
The outbreak of TB has in-
creased in many villages
around the Suratgarh Thermal
Power Station in Sriganganagar
district. Reports of increase in
TB cases have also come in the
media in many other industrial
and mining areas of the state.

However, the success rate of
TB treatment has increased in
Rajasthan. According to the
India TB Report 2023, the suc-
cess rate in the state is 84.7 per-
cent, but still three percent of
people suffering from TB die
every year. In the year 2021,
4852 people have lost their

lives due to TB. These deaths
are happening due to delay in
starting treatment. TB patients
leaving treatment midway,
many registered patients not
being traced after some time
and treatment failing are also
the reasons for the increase of
TB. 

According to the latest re-
port, 2.7 percent people in Ra-
jasthan leave treatment midway
and disappear, due to which it
is not possible to follow up
their disease. While the disease
of such people is increasing due
to lack of treatment, they are
also becoming the reason for
spreading infection. This is
very worrying because one TB
patient can infect fifteen peo-
ple. Apart from this, the treat-
ment of 0.6 percent people in
the state is proving ineffective.

The government in the state
is sending five hundred rupees
to the account of every patient
under the Nikshay Poshan Yo-
jana. The government is spend-
ing crores of rupees every year
on expensive medicines and

tests, but every year a large
number of new patients are
found and deaths due to TB
show the seriousness of the sit-
uation. In such a situation, the
question arises whether the tar-
get of making Rajasthan TB
free by 2025 can be achieved?

Dr. SP Singh, a former Indian
Administrative Service officer
who has served in the Medical
and Health Department of Ra-
jasthan for 27 years, says that
the efforts to eliminate TB have
certainly gained momentum
due to the activeness of WHO,
the government and various
agencies, but it is still not pos-
sible to eliminate TB by 2025.
Even though this is due to in-
creasing the scope of investiga-
tion, the way TB patients are
increasing year after year in
Rajasthan, it is certain that it
will take time to eliminate TB.
Until the number of patients
does not decrease, TB cannot
be expected to end. If all efforts
are made in a coordinated man-
ner, it will take three to five
more years to eliminate TB.

Dr. Singh, who was selected
as a consultant in the Revised
National Tuberculosis Control
Program (RNTCP) of the
World Health Organization in
the year 2001, says that lack of
necessary resources, poor
health infrastructure in rural
areas, poverty, lack of nutrition,
blind faith are such reasons
which are not allowing us to
achieve victory over TB. The
last chapter of TB can be writ-
ten only with additional efforts.
On the other hand, the state
government claims that exten-

sive work is being done to
make the state TB free. 

'TB Free Gram Panchayat
Abhiyan' is being run to make
villages TB free and to identify
and treat patients up to the
Gram Panchayat level. In Ra-
jasthan, last year, the second
phase of 'TB Free Gram Pan-
chayat Abhiyan' was started in
7 thousand Gram Panchayats to
make the Gram Panchayats of
the state TB free. This year this
campaign will be run in 9328
Panchayats. 

Next year this campaign will
run in all the remaining Pan-
chayats. In the year 2022, eight
districts have been honored by
giving Sub National Certificate
of TB Elimination Award for
remarkable work towards TB
elimination. 29 Gram Panchay-
ats of the state have been de-
clared TB free. Last year,
Rajasthan has reached fourth
place in the country in terms of
identifying TB patients, giving
better treatment and providing
them financial assistance. The
state has done remarkable work
in 9 indexes like examination
of infected patients, expendi-
ture on medicines and tests etc.
and TB Preventive Therapy
(TPT) in small children up to
the age of six years, but the tar-
get of making the state TB free
by the year 2025 still seems to
be far away.

Acting State Nodal Officer
(TB) Dr. Indrajit Singh says
that we are making the facility
of molecular test available to
CHCs in the state. Due to this,
correct investigation is being
done and the risk of untimely

death is being averted. We are
rapidly increasing these tests in
the state. He tells that more TB
cases are being reported in the
state because there has been
progress in registering the in-
formation of TB patients in the
state. Active TB cases are being
detected by connecting private
health providers to the cam-
paign on a large scale.

On the question of Rajasthan
becoming TB free by the year
2025, Dr. Singh said that we are
trying to ensure that no one dies
of TB in the state, take care of
potential patients and provide
smooth treatment. This will
make the dream of TB free Ra-
jasthan come true. As per the
need, the government can ex-
tend the target of TB free by the
year 2025 by one or two years.

Dr. SP Singh says that there
is a need to work on a large
scale to eliminate TB. On the
one hand, while working as a
mass movement for TB free
Rajasthan will have to be done,
on the other hand, coordinated
and effective efforts will have
to be made to ensure success in
identifying people who come in
contact with TB infected and
implementing measures for
prevention of the disease, oth-
erwise not only will the efforts
to eradicate TB in Rajasthan be
affected, but the fulfillment of
the dream of making India TB
free will also be questioned.
(The author is a Independent
journalist from Rajasthan. He
has written this article under
Reach Media Fellowship. He
can be reached at vermaa-
marpalsingh@gmail.com)

Cardiovascular disease will remain global top killer in 2050,
Alzheimer’s disease among 5 leading causes of death: Study

OP-ED

Managing acute gastroenteritis
amidst the heatwave

By: Dr Vineet Kumar Gupta

Acute gastroenteritis, commonly referred to as
stomach flu, is an inflammation of the stom-
ach and intestines typically caused by viral,

bacterial, or parasitic infections. It is characterized by
sudden onset of symptoms such as diarrhoea, vomit-
ing, nausea, stomach cramps, and fever. While it can
affect individuals of all ages, certain groups, including
young children, the elderly, and those with weakened
immune systems, are particularly vulnerable to severe
dehydration and complications arising from this con-
dition.

The primary mode of transmission for gastroenteri-
tis is through the ingestion of contaminated food or
water, direct contact with an infected person, or touch-
ing contaminated surfaces. Viruses, especially
norovirus and rotavirus, are the leading causes of gas-
troenteritis globally. Bacterial pathogens such as E.
coli and Salmonella, as well as parasites like Giardia,
also contribute to outbreaks.
Symptoms and diagnosis
The symptoms of acute gastroenteritis can range

from mild to severe and typically appear within one
to three days after exposure to the causative agent.
Common symptoms include watery diarrhoea, vom-
iting, nausea, abdominal pain, and cramps. Fever,
headache, and muscle aches may also be present. The
illness usually resolves within a few days to a week;
however, severe cases may require medical attention
to prevent dehydration and other complications.

Diagnosis of gastroenteritis is primarily based on
the patient's clinical history and symptoms. In severe
cases, laboratory tests, including stool cultures and
blood tests, may be conducted to identify the specific
pathogen and guide appropriate treatment.
Treatment and prevention
Treatment for acute gastroenteritis focuses on man-

aging symptoms and preventing dehydration. This in-
cludes ensuring adequate fluid intake with oral
rehydration solutions, maintaining a balanced diet,

and avoiding foods that may irritate the stomach. In
severe cases, hospitalization and intravenous fluids
may be necessary. Antibiotics are typically reserved
for bacterial infections and are not effective against
viruses.

Preventive measures are crucial in controlling the
spread of gastroenteritis. These include practicing
good hand hygiene, ensuring safe drinking water,
properly cooking and storing food, and avoiding con-
tact with infected individuals. Vaccination is available
for certain pathogens, such as rotavirus, which can
significantly reduce the incidence of severe gastroen-
teritis in children.
Impact of heatwaves on gastroenteritis
The ongoing heatwave has exacerbated the inci-

dence of acute gastroenteritis, highlighting the intri-
cate relationship between climate conditions and
infectious diseases. High temperatures can affect food
and water safety, leading to an increased risk of con-
tamination and outbreaks. During a heatwave, the risk
of foodborne illnesses rises as bacteria multiply more
rapidly in warm conditions. Improper food storage,
inadequate refrigeration, and unsafe food handling
practices can lead to bacterial proliferation in food,
causing gastroenteritis. Additionally, high tempera-
tures can compromise the quality of drinking water,
particularly in areas with inadequate sanitation infra-
structure. Contaminated water sources become breed-
ing grounds for pathogens, increasing the likelihood
of waterborne gastroenteritis.

Acute gastroenteritis is a common but potentially
serious condition that requires prompt recognition and
management to prevent complications. The ongoing
heatwave has heightened the risk of gastroenteritis
outbreaks due to increased food and water contami-
nation.  Public health efforts should focus on promot-
ing safe food and water practices, especially during
extreme weather events, to mitigate the impact of gas-
troenteritis and safeguard the community health. (The
author is the Director and HOD, Gastroenterology,
Yatharth Hospital, Greater Noida)

By: Rohini Krishnamurthy

Cardiovascular disease, the
top killer in 2022 globally,
will continue to retain its

position as the leading cause of
death three decades later as well,
a new study published in The
Lancet warned. Ischemic heart
disease - also called coronary
heart disease - is caused by nar-
rowed heart arteries that supply
blood to the heart muscle, leading
to a heart attack.

In India, things look slightly dif-
ferent. By 2050, Chronic Obstruc-
tive Pulmonary Disease (COPD),
a common lung disease causing
restricted airflow and breathing
problems, is predicted to take the
top spot among leading causes of
fatality in the country, the data
showed. Ischemic heart disease
was placed second.

In 2022, ischemic heart disease
secured the top spot, followed by
COPD, the data showed.

The top five killers in 2050 are
COPD, ischemic heart disease,
stroke, diarrhoeal disease and
lower respiratory infections. The
same conditions were responsible
for the highest number of fatalities
in 2022 as well.

The paper, however, predicted
that tuberculosis - the sixth-largest
killer in 2022 - would drop to the
12th position in 2050. Falls, road
injuries, and self-harm remained

the top leading causes of death in
2022 and 2050 in India.

COVID-19, which occupied the
12th position in 2022, was moved
to the 133rd leading cause of
death in 2050.

By 2050, the burden of diabetes,
Alzheimer’s disease, chronic kid-
ney disease, and urinary diseases
is likely to go up.

Another trend emerging in India
is the decrease in infectious, ma-
ternal, neonatal, and nutritional
diseases over the next three
decades. In 2022, five conditions
- diarrhoea, lower respiratory in-
fections, tuberculosis, neonatal
disorders, and COVID-19 - be-
longing to this category stayed in
the top 15. By mid-century, only
three - diarrhoea, lower respira-
tory infections and tuberculosis -
remained.
Global scenario
The top five killers in 2050

globally were ischemic heart dis-
ease, stroke, COPD, Alzheimer’s
disease and chronic kidney dis-
ease.

In 2022, the top three killers re-
mained the same. But lower respi-
ratory diseases and COVID-19
were ranked the fourth and fifth
leading cause of death that year.
Diarrhoeal disease will move to
13th position in 2050, compared
to 15 in 2022.

Like India, the world is likely to
see a higher burden of non-com-

municable diseases (NCD), which
are not caused due to infections. In
2050, 11 of the top 15 causes of
death are expected to be due to
NCDs, two from communicable
or infectious diseases, and two
from injuries.

In contrast, 2022 saw nine of the
top 15 causes of death due to
NCDs, three from communicable,
maternal, neonatal, and nutritional
diseases, and one from injury.

COVID-19 moved from the
fifth spot in 2022 to the 133rd po-
sition in 2050, the estimates
showed. The researchers acknowl-
edge that data on COVID-19 cases
and deaths in 2022–23 are still
very limited due to reporting lags
and that there is uncertainty
around the longer-term direct and
indirect effects of the pandemic.

“In the absence of data that
could indicate future trends in the
COVID-19 burden, we assumed
that COVID-19 deaths will de-
cline linearly to zero between
2023 and 2030,” the researchers
wrote in their study.

The study also highlighted that
the annual probability of another
pandemic of a magnitude similar
to that of the COVID-19 pan-
demic is 2-3 per cent. This, they
explained, equates to an 18-26 per
chance of it occuring within a
decade and 79-90 per cent likeli-
hood within 2100. (Courtesy:
Down To Earth)
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DUBAI, June 16: The US military
unleashed a wave of attacks target-
ing radar sites operated by
Yemen’s Houthi rebels after one
merchant sailor went missing and
the vessel he was on caught fire in
the latest Houthi strike on shipping
in the crucial Red Sea corridor, au-
thorities said Saturday.
The attacks come as the US

Navy faces the most intense com-
bat it has seen since World War II
in trying to counter the Houthi
campaign — attacks the rebels say
are meant to halt the Israel-Hamas
war in the Gaza Strip. However,
the Iranian-backed rebel assaults
often see the Houthis target ships
and sailors who have nothing to do
with the war while traffic remains
halved through a corridor vital for
cargo and energy shipments be-
tween Asia, Europe and the
Mideast.
U.S. strikes destroyed seven

radars within Houthi-controlled
territory, the military’s Central
Command said. It did not elaborate
on how the sites were destroyed
and did not immediately respond
to questions from The Associated
Press.
“These radars allow the Houthis

to target maritime vessels and en-
danger commercial shipping,”
Central Command said in a state-
ment.
The U.S. separately destroyed

two bomb-laden drone boats in the
Red Sea, as well as a drone
launched by the Houthis over the
waterway, it said.
The Houthis, who have held

Yemen’s capital, Sanaa, since

2014, did not acknowledge the
strikes, nor any military losses.
That’s been typical since the U.S.
began launching airstrikes target-
ing the rebels.
The Central Command said one

commercial sailor from the Liber-
ian-flagged, Greek-owned bulk
cargo carrier Tutor remained miss-
ing after an attack Wednesday by
the Houthis that used a bomb-car-
rying drone boat to strike the ves-
sel.
“The crew abandoned ship and

were rescued by USS Philippine
Sea and partner forces,” Central
Command said. The “Tutor re-
mains in the Red Sea and is slowly
taking on water.”
The British military’s United

Kingdom Maritime Trade Opera-
tions center said Saturday after-
noon that the Tutor was “still on
fire and sinking.”

The missing sailor is Filipino,
according to the state-run Philip-
pine News Agency, which cited
Migrant Workers Secretary Hans
Leo Cacdac. He said most of the
Tutor’s 22 mariners were from the
Philippines.
“We’re trying to account for the

particular seafarer in the ship and
are praying that we could find
him,” he said Friday night.
Also on Saturday, Central Com-

mand said the vessel M/V Anna
Meta rescued crew members from
the cargo carrier M/V Verbena,
which was struck Thursday in the
Gulf of Aden off the coast of
Yemen in two separate missile at-
tacks by the Houthis.
The crew abandoned ship after

being unable to bring fires on the
vessel under control. One mariner
was severely wounded.
CENTCOM said the Verbena is

a Palauan-flagged, Ukrainian-
owned and Polish-operated bulk
cargo carrier that had docked in
Malaysia and was on its way to
Italy carrying wood.
The Houthis have launched

more than 50 attacks on shipping,
killed three sailors, seized one ves-
sel and sunk another since Novem-
ber, according to the U.S.
Maritime Administration. A U.S.-
led airstrike campaign has targeted
the Houthis since January, with a
series of strikes May 30 killing at
least 16 people and wounding 42
others, the rebels say.
The war in the Gaza Strip has

killed more than 37,000 Palestini-
ans there, according to Gaza health
officials, while hundreds of others
have been killed in Israeli opera-
tions in the West Bank. It began
after Hamas-led militants attacked
Israel on Oct. 7, killing about
1,200 people and taking around
250 hostage.
“The Houthis claim to be acting

on behalf of Palestinians in Gaza
and yet they are targeting and
threatening the lives of third-coun-
try nationals who have nothing to
do with the conflict in Gaza,” Cen-
tral Command said. “The ongoing
threat to international commerce
caused by the Houthis in fact
makes it harder to deliver badly
needed assistance to the people of
Yemen as well as Gaza.”
The attacks continued early Sun-

day as two explosions struck in
close proximity to another ship in
the Red Sea, though the ship and
crew were safe, the British military
said. (AP)

US military targets Houthi radar sites in
Yemen after a merchant sailor goes missing
‘U.S. strikes destroyed seven radars within Houthi-controlled territory’

MINA (SAUDI ARABIA), June 16: Masses of pilgrims on Sun-
day embarked on a symbolic stoning of the devil in Saudi Arabia
under the soaring summer heat. The ritual marks the final days of
the Hajj, or Islamic pilgrimage, and the start of the Eid al-Adha
celebrations for Muslims around the world.
The stoning is among the final rites of the Hajj, which is one of

the Five Pillars of Islam. It came a day after more than 1.8 million
pilgrims congregated at a sacred hill, known as Mount Ararat, out-
side the holy city of Mecca, which Muslim pilgrims visit to per-
form the annual five-day rituals of Hajj.
The pilgrims left Mount Arafat on Saturday evening to spend

their night in a nearby site known as Muzdalifa, where they col-
lected pebbles to use in the symbolic stoning of pillars represent-
ing the devil.
The pillars are in another sacred place in Mecca, called Mina,

where Muslims believe Ibrahim’s faith was tested when God com-
manded him to sacrifice his only son Ismail. Ibrahim was prepared
to submit to the command, but then God stayed his hand, sparing
his son. In the Christian and Jewish versions of the story, Abraham
is ordered to kill his other son, Isaac.
On Sunday morning, crowds headed on foot to the stoning

areas. Some were seen pushing disabled pilgrims on wheelchairs
on a multi-lane road leading to the complex housing the large pil-
lars. Most pilgrims were seen sweltering and carrying umbrellas
to protect them against the burning summer sun.
An Associated Press reporter saw many pilgrims, especially

among the elderly, collapsing on the road to the pillars because of
the burning heat. Security forces and medics were deployed to
help, carrying those who fainted on gurneys out of the heat to am-
bulances or field hospitals. As the temperature spiked by midday,
more people required medical help.
Despite the suffocating heat, many pilgrims expressed joy at

being able to complete their pilgrimage.

“Thank God, (the process) was joyful and good,” said Abdel-
Moaty Abu Ghoneima, an Egyptian pilgrim. “No one wants more
than this.”
Many pilgrims will spend up to three days in Mina, each casting

seven pebbles at three pillars in a ritual to symbolize the casting
away of evil and sin.
While in Mina, they will visit Mecca to perform their “tawaf,”

or circumambulation, which is circling the Kaaba in the Grand
Mosque counterclockwise seven times. Then another circumam-
bulation, the Farewell Tawaf, will mark the end of Hajj as pilgrims
prepare to leave the holy city.
The rites coincide with the four-day Eid al-Adha, which means

“Feast of Sacrifice,” when Muslims with financial means com-

mentate Ibrahim’s test of faith through slaughtering livestock and
animals and distributing the meat to the poor.
Most countries marked Eid al-Adha on Sunday, others, like In-

donesia, will celebrate it Monday.
Once the Hajj is over, men are expected to shave their heads

and remove the shroud-like white garments worn during the pil-
grimage, and women to snip a lock of hair in a sign of renewal
and rebirth.
Most of the pilgrims then leave Mecca for the city of Medina,

about 340 kilometers away, to pray in Prophet Muhammad’s tomb,
the Sacred Chamber. The tomb is part of the prophet’s mosque,
one of the three holiest sites in Islam, along with the Grand
Mosque in Mecca and the Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem.
All Muslims are required to make the Hajj once in their lives if

they are physically and financially able to do so. Many wealthy
Muslims make the pilgrimage more than once. The rituals largely
commemorate the accounts of Prophet Ibrahim and his son
Prophet Ismail, Ismail’s mother Hajar and Prophet Muhammad,
according to the Quran, Islam’s holy book.
More than 1.83 million Muslims performed Hajj in 2024, Saudi

Hajj and Umrah Minister Tawfiq bin Fawzan al-Rabiah said in a
briefing, slightly less than last year’s figures when 1.84 million
made the rituals.
Most of the Hajj rituals are held outdoors with little if any

shade. It is set for the second week of Dhu al-Hijjah, the last
month in the Islamic lunar calendar, so its time of the year varies.
And this year the pilgrimage fell in the burning summer of Saudi
Arabia. The heat soared to 47 C (116.6 F) at Mount Arafat on Sat-
urday.
This year’s Hajj came against the backdrop of the devastating

Israel-Hamas war, which has pushed the Middle East to the brink
of a regional conflict.
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip weren’t able to travel to Mecca

for Hajj this year because of the closure of the Rafah crossing in
May when Israel extended its ground offensive to the city on the
border with Egypt. And they will not be able to celebrate the Eid
al-Adha as they used to do in previous years.
Dozens of Palestinians gathered Sunday morning near a de-

stroyed mosque in Gaza’s southern city of Khan Younis to perform
the Eid prayers. They were surrounded by debris and rubble of
collapsed houses. In the nearby town of Deir al-Balah in central
Gaza, Muslims held their prayers in a school-turned shelter. Some,
including women and children, went to cemeteries to visit the
graves of loved ones.
“Today, after the ninth month, more than 37 thousand martyrs,

more than 87 thousand wounded, and hundreds of thousands of
homes were destroyed,” Abdulhalim Abu Samra, a displaced
Palestinian, told the AP after wrapping up the prayers in Khan
Younis. “Our people live in difficult circumstances.”
Also in the occupied West Bank, Palestinians convened for the

Eid prayers in Ramallah, the seat of the Western-backed Palestin-
ian Authority. “We suffer greatly and live through difficult mo-
ments with (what’s happening to) our brothers in Gaza,” said
Mahmoud Mohana, a mosque imam.
In Lebanon where the militant Hezbollah group traded nearly

daily attacks with Israel, a steady stream of visitors made their
way into the Palestine Martyrs Cemetery near the Shatila Pales-
tinian refugee camp in Beirut early Sunday morning, bearing flow-
ers and jugs of water for the graves of their loved ones, an annual
tradition on the first day of Eid.
The cemetery is the burial site of many Palestinian Liberation

Organization leaders and militants who died fighting Israeli forces
in Lebanon in the 1970s and 80s. More recently, top Hamas offi-
cial Salah al-Arouri and two other Hamas members killed with
him, in an apparent Israeli airstrike in Beirut’s southern suburbs
in January, were buried there. (AP)

Pilgrims commence the final rites of Hajj as Muslims celebrate Eid al-Adha

PM Sharif vows to end Pakistan’s 
dependency on foreign aid and IMF bailouts
ISLAMABAD, June 16: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has pledged
to end Pakistan’s dependency on for-
eign aid and IMF bailouts and sur-
pass neighbouring nations in
economic activity, as he outlined a
series of bold reforms to reduce the
cash-strapped government’s ex-
penses and revive the economy.
Sharif addressed the nation on

Saturday and expressed hope that the
next deal with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) for a bailout
package would be the last in Pak-
istan’s history.
The Pakistan government is cur-

rently in talks with the IMF for a
loan estimated to be between USD 6
billion to USD 8 billion, as it strives
to avert a default in a slow-paced
economy. Sharif emphasised that
every penny would be spent on the
progress of the nation and its people.
He expressed commitment to re-

duce expenses and, within five years,
provide education and skills to the
youth.
“Inshallah, this will be the last

IMF programme in Pakistan’s his-
tory. We will stand on our feet and
surpass our neighbouring countries
in economic activity,” he said in the
televised address. Sharif was ad-
dressing the nation after his govern-
ment completed 100 days of rule.
Sharif had taken oath on March 4

after stitching together a coalition
with five other parties and foiling the
chances of jailing former prime min-
ister Imran Khan to stage a political
comeback. Sharif said that there
were countries in the world that
sought assistance from the IMF once

and never needed it again.
“We have approached the IMF 24

to 25 times. I assure you today if we
adhere to our programme and tar-
gets, the next IMF agreement will be
the last in Pakistan’s history,” he
said.
“I informed foreign nations that I

am here for trade relations, not to ask
for loans. I believe this is how Pak-
istan will break the debt cycle,” he
added. Sharif highlighted the impor-
tance of tough decisions for the sake
of the nation.
He vowed to abolish all institu-

tions, ministries, and other depart-
ments burdening the national
exchequer and have nothing to do
with public service, asserting this
move alone would save taxpayers’
billions and foster prosperity.
“It is the prime obligation of the

government to end all the extrava-
gant expenses and shut down institu-
tions that are not serving the public
in any way,” he said.
“One such department is the Pub-

lic Works Department (PWD). It is
known as the “most notorious” one
in terms of corruption,” the Prime
Minister added.
Declaring that the government

will save on expenses wherever pos-
sible and will not establish more in-
dustries or be involved in running
them, Sharif said, “Instead, we will
work with the private sector.”
He warned that the road ahead is

not only “long and difficult” but also
“demands sacrifices” from both gov-
ernment personnel and the salaried
class but his “government is commit-
ted to making a change.” (PTI)

This year’s Hajj came against the backdrop of the devastating Israel-Hamas war, which has pushed the Middle East to the brink of a regional conflict

Key TTP commander killed in Pakistan’s northwest 
ISLAMABAD, June 16: A top militant commander
of the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) was
killed on Sunday in an encounter with security forces
in Pakistan’s restive Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province.
TTP commander Waliullah was killed by the

Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) of Bannu in an
intelligence-based operation in the Lakki Marwat dis-
trict in the province, the Express Tribune newspaper
reported.
The operation was conducted in Tajuri Road near

Malang Adda following which the armed terrorists
opened fire on the police.
Waliullah was killed in retaliatory firing by the se-

curity forces, the paper said.
He was a local commander of the TTP Tipu Gul

group and was the son-in-law of Commander Atiqur
Rahman alias Tipu Gul Marwat, the paper said.
Waliullah was wanted in several cases of bomb

blasts on CTD Bannu, DI Khan and local police, and

attacks on police and security forces.
The TTP, set up as an umbrella group of several

militant outfits in 2007, is believed to be close to al-
Qaeda. The group has been blamed for several deadly
attacks across Pakistan, including an attack on army
headquarters in 2009, assaults on military bases, and
the 2008 bombing of the Marriott Hotel in Islamabad.
Separately, at least four people of a family were

killed and two injured in a roadside blast triggered by
a remote-control device in northwest Pakistan on Sun-
day.
The incident occurred in the Kurram area, bordering

Afghanistan.
The vehicle of a tribal elder was targeted with an

IED when it was on its to a nearby market. The de-
ceased included a child also.
The injured were shifted to a hospital. No group has

claimed responsibility for the attack yet. Police have
launched a search operation in the area. (PTI)

World leaders meet in Switzerland to discuss a
Ukraine peace roadmap; Russia notably absent
OBBURGEN (SWITZER-
LAND), June 16: Dozens of
world leaders converged on a
Swiss resort Saturday to discuss
how to bring peace to war-ravaged
Ukraine, though any hopes of a
real breakthrough were muted by
the absence of Russia.
More than two years into the

war, the combatants remain as far
apart as they’ve ever been, with
Kyiv sticking to its demands that
Russia leave all Ukrainian territory
it has seized and Moscow pressing
on with its grinding offensive that
has already taken large swaths of
eastern and southern Ukraine.
Despite Russia’s absence from

the conference at the Bürgenstock
resort overlooking Lake Lucerne,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy suggested that one
measure of the two-day event’s
success was “bringing back to the
world the idea that joint efforts can
stop war and establish a just
peace.”Attendees faced a tricky
balancing act, with many chastis-
ing Russia for breaking interna-
tional law while hedging their
positions to leave the door open for
Moscow to join future peace talks
that might bring about an end to
the conflict one day.
“Here, there are representatives

from Latin America, Africa, Eu-
rope, the Middle East and Asia, the
Pacific, North America and reli-
gious leaders,” Zelenskyy said.
“Now, there is no Russia here.
Why? Because if Russia was inter-
ested in peace, there would be no
war.”
“We must decide together what

a just peace means for the world
and how it can be achieved in a
truly lasting way,” he said. “At the
first peace summit, we must deter-
mine how to achieve a just peace,
so that at the second, we can al-
ready settle on a real end to the
war.” About half of the roughly
100 delegations were led by heads
of state and government. Analysts
said turnout would be a key indi-
cator about how much pull
Ukraine and its staunch Western
backers have with the broader in-
ternational community.
Russian President Vladimir

Putin on Friday sought to cast a
shadow over the Swiss-Ukrainian
initiative for the conference. Some
countries such as India, Turkiye
and Saudi Arabia that have re-
tained ties, at times lucrative, with
Moscow — unlike Western powers
that have sanctioned Russia over
the war — were also on hand.
Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister,

Prince Faisal bin Farhan, told the
conference that credible peace
talks will need Russia’s participa-
tion and require “difficult compro-
mise.”
Turkey’s foreign minister,

Hakan Fidan, acknowledged the
mistrust between Russia and
Ukraine, saying “each side regards
the other party’s steps (in floating
proposals) as an extension of
broader war effort.”
“Excellencies, I must also note

that this summit could have been
more results-oriented if the other
party to the conflict — Russia —
was present in the room,” he
added.
Entering the venue, President

Gitanas Nauseda of Lithuania, a
NATO member country that has
been one of the most stalwart sup-
porters of fellow former Soviet re-
public Ukraine, said Russian
troops must leave Ukraine, and
that Moscow must be held ac-
countable for crimes there and pay
reparations for the war damage.
“Right now it seems unrealistic,

but I think we have to stay united,
and if international society will
push the Russian Federation,
everything is possible,” he told
The Associated Press. “I think the
situation is very clear: Ukraine has
to seek territorial integrity.”
U.S. Vice President Kamala

Harris, representing the United
States while President Joe Biden
attended a fundraiser in California,
reiterated America’s full backing
for Ukraine and announced $1.5
billion in new U.S. assistance for
an array of projects such as energy
infrastructure and civilian security.
China, which backs Russia,

joined scores of countries that sat
out the event. Beijing has said any
peace process would require the
participation of Russia and
Ukraine, and has floated its own
ideas for peace.
In a separate initiative last

month, China and Brazil agreed to
six “common understandings” to-
ward a political settlement of the
Ukraine crisis, asking other coun-
tries to play a role in promoting
peace talks to be held “at a proper
time” with both Russia and
Ukraine involved.
The standoff over Ukraine is

steeped in security for Europe —
it is the continent’s deadliest con-
flict since World War II — and big-
power geopolitics.
U.S. intelligence officials say

China has increased sales of ma-
chine tools, microelectronics and
other technology to Russia that
Moscow is using to produce mis-
siles, tanks, aircraft and other
weaponry to fuel its war effort.
“What is clear is that China is

not here, and I presume they’re not
here because Putin asked them not
to come and they obliged Putin,”
said Biden’s top foreign policy ad-
visor, Jake Sullivan. “And I think
that says something about where
China stands with respect to Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine. I think coun-

tries should take notice of that.”
Harris and Sullivan both ac-

knowledged that not all partici-
pants were on the same page about
an eventual peace settlement.
Russian troops who control

nearly a quarter of Ukraine have
made territorial gains in recent
months. When talk of the Swiss-
hosted peace summit began last
summer, Ukrainian forces had re-
cently regained large tracts of ter-
ritory, notably near the southern
city of Kherson and the northern
city of Kharkiv.
The conference centers on three

agenda items — seen as the least
controversial bits of a 10-point
peace “formula” laid out by Zelen-
skyy: Nuclear safety, including at
the Russian-occupied Zapor-
izhzhia power plant; possible pris-
oner of war exchanges; and global
food security. The war has dis-
rupted shipments of food and fer-
tilizer through the Black Sea.
Zelenskyy’s plan also called for

the withdrawal of Russian troops
from occupied Ukrainian territory,
the cessation of hostilities and the
restoration of Ukraine’s original
borders with Russia, including
Russia’s withdrawal from occu-
pied Crimea. With Ukrainian
mostly on the defensive these
days, those appear to be increas-
ingly distant hopes.
Putin wants any peace deal to be

built around a draft agreement ne-
gotiated in the early phases of the
war that included provisions for
Ukraine’s neutral status and limits
on its armed forces, while delaying
talks about Russian-occupied
areas. Ukraine’s push to join
NATO over the years has rankled
Moscow.
He wants Ukraine to drop its bid

to join NATO and pull its forces
out of regions that Russia illegally
annexed in 2022.
“The situation on the battlefield

has changed dramatically,” said
Alexander Gabuev, director of the
Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center,
noting that although Russia “can’t
achieve its maximalist objectives
quickly through military means,”
it is gaining momentum on the bat-
tlefield.
As world leaders discussed a

pathway to peace in Switzerland,
the war ground on in Ukraine,
where shelling killed at least three
civilians and wounded 15 others
on Friday and overnight into Sat-
urday, regional officials said.
Meanwhile, Vyacheslav Glad-

kov, the governor of Russia’s
southern Belgorod region, blamed
Ukraine in a social media post for
shelling that struck a five-story
apartment building in the town of
Shebekino on Friday, killing five
people. There was no immediate
comment from Kyiv. (AP)

Singapore rushes to clean-up
oil slick after boat hits 

stationary fuel supply ship
KUALA LUMPUR (MALAYSIA), June 16: An oil spill caused by a
dredger boat hitting a stationary cargo tanker has blackened part of Sin-
gapore’s southern coastline, including the popular resort island of Sen-
tosa, and sparked concerns it may threaten marine wildlife as a clean-up
operation was underway Sunday.
The Netherlands-flagged dredger Vox Maxima struck the Singaporean

fuel supply ship Marine Honor on Friday. It damaged the cargo tank on
Marine Honor, which leaked oil into the sea.
Singapore’s Maritime and Port Authority said in a statement late Sat-

urday the oil leak from the vessel had been contained, and that the oil
that escaped from the damaged tanker had been treated with dispersants.
But due to the tidal current, it said the treated oil had landed along

shorelines including at Sentosa and other southern islands, a nature re-
serve and a public beach park. Sentosa, which attracts millions of visitors
annually, houses one of Singapore’s two casinos, golf courses and South-
east Asia’s only Universal Studios theme park.
Part of the beachfront at the public park and at the nature reserve have

been closed to facilitate clean-up efforts, it said. The Sentosa beach will
remain open to the public but sea activities and swimming are prohib-
ited.
On Sunday, workers in orange suit were seen scooping up sand in a

clean-up operation at an empty beach in Sentosa. Black water washed up
on the oil-stained shore.
Authorities have deployed 18 crafts for the clean-up efforts and laid

close to 1,500 meters of container booms, temporary floating barriers to
trap the oil spill.
“More will be laid over the next few days to prevent further spread of

oil onto the shore, and facilitate the recovery of the trapped oil off the
affected shorelines and lagoons to prevent them from going back to sea,”
the statement said.
Conservationists and biologists are monitoring the full extent of the

damage on marine and wildlife.
Local conservation group Marine Stewards reportedly said there were

photos of dead fish, otters and kingfishers covered in oil slick.
Group founder Sue Ye told Singapore Straits Times that oil spills

smother and suffocate fish, birds and marine animals that have to go to
the surface for air, such as turtles and dolphins. (AP)
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AGARTALA, June 16: Bish-
weshwar Nandi, a recipient of the
prestigious Dronacharya award for
outstanding contribution to gym-
nastics, is pinning hopes on
Tripura’s gymnasts to shine on the
global stage.
Nandi is also the coach of top

gymnast Dipa Karmakar, who had
finished fourth in the vault final at
the 2016 Rio Olympics.
“Tripura has great prospects in

gymnastics… Six to seven girls are
showing potential to perform well
not even at the national level but
also on the global stage. Gymnas-
tics is a highly competitive, injury
prone and technical game. Proper
guidance from the coach is very
important,” Nandi told PTI.
He lauded the state government

for providing good facilities at the
Netaji Subhash Regional Coaching
Centre (NSRCC) here for develop-

ment of gymnastics.
“During the rigorous training,

boys and girls develop injuries,
which is a major concern in this
sport. The coach needs to walk the
extra mile to ensure that the gym-
nasts remain physically fit,” Nandi
said. The award-winning coach

said he is “in search of a second
Dipa”, which would become a re-
ality “when proper coaching and
environment meet at one point”.
Asserting that Dipa shattered

many myths surrounding Indian
gymnastics, Nandi said gymnasts
from Odisha, Delhi, West Bengal,

Uttar Pradesh and a few southern
states are also performing well.
Dipa, hailing from Tripura, re-

cently became the first Indian to
win a gold medal at the Asian Sen-
ior Championships, after she
clinched the yellow metal in the
women’s vault event in Tashkent.
“As I said, providing proper

guidance to budding gymnasts is
the most important duty of coaches
in order to make them perform
well at global tournaments,” he
said. Talking to PTI, Dipa, 30, said
there are no events lined up for her
this year, as no gymnast from India
could qualify for the Paris
Olympics.
“There are no major events in

2024 and 2025 except the
Olympics. Currently, I am trying to
keep myself fit under the guidance
of coach Bishweshwar Nandi,” she
said. (PTI)

AGARTALA, June 16: The population
of bison in Trishna sanctuary in Tripura’s
South district has risen following the
fencing of the sanctuary and conservation
of biodiversity, an official said.
Bison is an endangered species and is

locally known as gaba. Wildlife Warden
of the sanctuary, Bimal Das said in the
last three months four calves of the bison
were seen in the sanctuary.
Das said the Forest department has un-

dertaken several initiatives for the con-
servation of the endangered species
including fencing the entire sanctuary
with barbed wire so that the wild animals
cannot go out of the forest area and the
poachers cannot enter the sanctuary.
“The entire sanctuary area is located

right on the India-Bangladesh interna-
tional border and animals used to migrate
from the sanctuary to the neighbouring
country before setting up of barbed wire

fencing. The poachers are very active in
Bangladesh and they earlier used to enter
the sanctuary for poaching of bison. Now
due to fencing, they cannot enter,” Das
told this reporter.
He said the construction of barbed wire

fencing in the sanctuary, nurturing of the
core area, which includes setting up of
grazing land, and installation of six watch
towers and lightning conductors have
helped increase the bison population.
He said beefing up the strength of the

forest protection force has also helped to
save the animals from poachers.
He also said one of the main reasons

for the increase in the population of bison
is the planting of a special kind of grass
in the core area of bison habitation.
“We have planted one species of bam-

boo, Oxtenanthera Nigrocilliate, locally
known as Kaillai, which is a favourite
food for bison. We are also spreading

rock salt in the grassy area, which the
bisons like very much,” he said.
The wildlife warden said 137 bison

were spotted in last year’s animal census
in the sanctuary spread over more than
164 sq km area.
“The census report of this year was yet

to be published. So, we cannot say the
exact figure, but it is presumed that it
would cross 140 this year,” he said.
Even many tourists have spotted that

the calves were grazing with their moth-
ers in the afternoon, he added.
The wildlife warden said some patches

of the sanctuary still remained unfenced
and one bison went out of the sanctuary
about a fortnight ago, but that was
brought back to the sanctuary by forest
officials. The sanctuary has several
perennial water rivulets, water bodies,
grasslands and patches of virgin forests
which are rich in rare vegetation. (PTI)

Tripura has great prospects in gymnastics,
says coach Bishweshwar Nandi

2 arrested, heroin seized
in Karbi Anglong

Nandi lauds state govt for providing good facilities at Netaji Subhash
Regional Coaching Centre for development of gymnastics

Rise in bison population in Tripura’s Trishna sanctuary

HT Correspondent
BOKAJAN, June 16: The police have arrested two
youths and seized 84.65 grams of heroin at Kaliram
Basti in Khatkhati in Karbi Anglong. Based on secret
information the police led by the officer-in-charge of
Khatkhati Police Station, Romen Bordoloi, seized
heroin from two youths on a motorcycle in the
evening on Saturday. The police conducted a checking
at Kaliram Basti near the RCC bridge on the newly
constructed four lane highway during which the duo

were intercepted. On being searched, a polythene bag
containing 7 plastic cases containing suspected heroin
was found. The narcotic was seized in the presence of
witnesses. The accused were identified as the courier-
cum-peddler Kamtinmang (35) and Lhung Oumang
Tuboi (29). While Kamtinmang is the son of Lt. Lenna
Maolah and a resident of Phaipijang village in the
Dimapur district of Nagaland, Tuboi is the son of Pao-
lam Tuboi  and hails from the Moluom village in Chü-
moukedima district of Nagaland.

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 16: The
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR)
has registered 1.034 million tonnes
of loading of various commodities
in May this year, which is an in-
crease of 16.83 per cent in compar-
ison with the same period last year.
The NFR has been working ded-

icatedly round the clock to serve its
customer and ensure essential
commodities reach end users in
time. Hence, NFR is constantly
progressing in freight loading.
During May, loading of few

commodities have registered sig-
nificant growth in comparison to
the corresponding period of the
previous year. During the month,
food grain loading has increased
by 57.7 per cent and cement load-
ing by 122.2 per cent. While POL
loading increased by 69.4 per cent,
container loading increased by
33.3 per cent as compared to the
corresponding period of the previ-
ous year. Loading of miscellaneous
commodities like timber and bal-
last also registered an increased by
66.7 per cent and 38.8 per cent re-

spectively, when compared to the
corresponding period of last finan-
cial year. In the last two months of
the current financial year May,
loading of cement increased by 14
per cent, food grain by 41.5 per
cent, fertilizer by 29.2 per cent,
POL by 56.3 per cent and con-
tainer by 33.3 per cent. Eventually,
the increase in freight loading year
after year signifies the growing
economic activities of the region.
Progress in freight loading has
generated a remarkable amount of
goods revenue.

HT Correspondent
BOKAJAN, June 16: Father’s Day was celebrated at the
Lakhijan Baptist Church in Bokajan with a special service
dedicated to fathers. President of Lakhijan Baptist Church,
Nimarli Asong, Birtina Derapi led the celebratiosn by
reading the Bible. The women members of the church pre-
sented gifts to the fathers. A song dedicated to fathers was
presented on the occasion. Then, Bible reading was taken
up by Christina Katharpi from Corinth 16:13. After the
Bible reading Rev. Aaron Teron, Pastor of Lakhijan Bap-
tist Church gave the Bible message. 

AGARTALA, June 16: Two persons, including an ONGC employee,
have been arrested from West Tripura district for their alleged in-
volvement in a fuel theft case, police said on Sunday. The arrested
persons – the “stock holder” of ONGC fuel station, Badharghat, and
a driver recruited through an agency – are currently in judicial cus-
tody, they said. The duo was held after ONGC authorities lodged an
FIR, alleging that around 620 litres of diesel were stolen from a fuel
station inside its premises in Badharghat. Based on the complaint, a
police team visited the ONGC complex and arrested the two accused,
Officer-in-Charge (OC), Amtali Police Station, Ranjit Debnath, told
PTI. (PTI)

Freight loading over NFR increases by 16.83%

Father’s Day celebrated Two arrested for fuel theft in Tripura
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BENGALURU, June 16: Kar-
nataka Chief Minister Siddarama-
iah on Sunday defended the hike in
petrol and diesel prices saying that
it will ensure funding essential
public services and development
projects.
With the opposition BJP and its

ally JD(S) coming down heavily
on the Congress government for
increasing the petrol and diesel
prices by ` 3 and ` 3.5 per litre re-
spectively, Siddaramaiah said even
after the hike, taxes on fuel re-
mains low compared to most
southern states.
“The Government of Karnataka

has increased VAT on petrol to
29.84 per cent and on diesel to
18.44 per cent. Even after this
hike, our state’s taxes on fuel re-
main lower than most South Indian
states and similar economy-sized
states like Maharashtra,” the Chief
Minister said in a statement.
According to him, the VAT on

petrol is 25 per cent plus ` 5.12 ad-
ditional tax, and on diesel in Ma-
harashtra it is 21 per cent.
Karnataka's revised rates are still
more affordable, he pointed out.
“Karnataka's VAT adjustment

ensures we can fund essential pub-
lic services and development proj-
ects. The state remains committed
to balanced and responsible gover-
nance,” Siddaramaiah emphasised.
Stating that despite the VAT

hike, diesel prices in Karnataka are
still lower than in Gujarat and
Madhya Pradesh, the Chief Minis-
ter said, “We remain committed to

keeping fuel prices reasonable for
our citizens.”
He also took a dig at the opposi-

tion BJP, which has decided to
stage statewide protests on Mon-
day.
“The then double engine BJP

government collaborated to divert
Karnataka's resources to other
states. The state BJP govt kept re-
ducing VAT on petrol and diesel
while the Central govt increased its
own taxes," the Chief Minister
charged. He alleged that this ma-
nipulation by the previous BJP
government in the state led to re-
duced revenue for Karnataka,
"while the Central government col-
lected more for its coffers, cheating
Kannadigas.”
Siddaramaiah said that the Cen-

tral Excise duty on petrol was `
9.48 per litre and ` 3.56 on diesel
before the BJP came to power in
2014. However, during the tenure
of the BJP government, the Central
Excise Duty on petrol and diesel
was steeply increased, reaching a
record high of ̀ 32.98 and ̀  31.83,
respectively, in May 2020.
Subsequently, the Excise duty

on petrol and diesel was cut by `
13 a litre and ` 16 litre, respec-
tively, between November 2021
and May 2022, he added.
“Despite the reductions, the cur-

rent Central excise duty on petrol
is ` 19.9 and on diesel is ` 15.8.
We urge the Union Government to
reduce these taxes for the benefit
of the people,” the Chief Minister
said. (PTI)

CM Siddaramaiah 
defends hike in petrol
and diesel prices

NEW DELHI, June 16: Amid the
raging row over medical entrance
exam NEET, former HRD minister
Kapil Sibal on Sunday demanded
a probe by Supreme Court-ap-
pointed officials into allegations of
irregularities and called on the
government to have a thorough
consultation with all states as to
how this examination is to be held
in future.
In an interview with PTI, the

Rajya Sabha MP also hit out at
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
over the issue, saying if the testing
system in any examination be-
comes corrupt then it is “not really
neat for the PM to remain silent”.
Sibal urged all political parties

to raise the matter strongly in the
upcoming session of Parliament
but was not optimistic about it
being taken up for discussion, pre-
dicting that the government will
not allow it citing that the matter is
sub-judice.
“The present National Testing

Agency (NTA) has really bungled
and corruption has been brought to
light on media platforms, such as
providing solutions for question
papers for something like becom-
ing a doctor,” Sibal, who was the
Human Resource Development
(now the portfolio is Education)
minister from May 29, 2009 to Oc-
tober 29, 2012, said.
“Some of these incidents in Gu-

jarat have perplexed me and are a
matter of great national concern. I
think NTA should answer some of
these very serious questions,” he
said.
Sibal said what is even more

surprising and disappointing is that
whenever something like this hap-
pens and there is corruption under
the aegis of the present govern-
ment, the “andh bhakts” start
blaming the UPA for it and that is
most unfortunate because they
don’t seem to be fully educated be-
fore making statements of this na-
ture.
He pointed out that the NEET

regulation was introduced in 2010
by the Medical Council of India
(MCI) through its board of direc-
tors. The MCI was under the min-
istry of health and not under the
ministry of education.
“So, I as the minister of HRD

had nothing to do with this. The
medical council of India board of
governors introduced a regulation,
saying there should be a national
eligibility test for students getting
admitted to MBBS course. The
regulation was challenged by writ

petitioners and it was struck down
by the Supreme Court on July 18,
2013, saying the MCI has no leg-
islative competence to introduce
NEET which is an all India eligi-
bility entrance test,” he said.
“So, after this was struck down,

on April 11, 2014, a review peti-
tion was filed. The review was al-
lowed and the order of 2013 was
withdrawn,” he said.
“The BJP government came to

power and on April 28, 2016, a
writ petition was filed in Supreme
Court, saying since the order strik-
ing down the NEET regulation has
been withdrawn, why isn’t the reg-
ulation issued by MCI under board
of governors, not being imple-
mented,” Sibal said.
Thereafter, on August 4, 2016,

the then BJP government intro-
duced section 10D and the Indian
Medical Council Act was
amended, he noted.

“On August 8, 2019, the Na-
tional Medical Council Act was
passed replacing the Indian Med-
ical Council Act of 1956. It con-
tained another section 14 which
provided for the NEET examina-
tion. On October 29, 2020, the
Supreme Court upheld this legisla-
tion,” he said.
“The legislation was introduced

by the present government....This
had nothing to do with UPA,” he
added.
Sibal also hit out at Education

Minister Dharmendra Pradhan for
his remarks rejecting allegations of
paper leak or rigging in the exam.
“Let him go on social media and

see how this is happening in Gu-
jarat itself. The state of Gujarat is
one of the progressive states, even
in respect of corruption it seems to
be somewhat progressive,” he said,
taking a swipe at the BJP.
Sibal alleged there is rampant

corruption in the manner in which
examinations are being held not
just in one state but throughout the
country.
“If 67 students have maxed and

some of them belong to same cen-
tre I think the minister should be
worried about it instead of saying
there is nothing wrong. In this gov-
ernment, there would not be any
minister who will admit that some-
thing wrong has been done,” he
said.
The Rajya Sabha MP said the

complexity of this country is such
that any kind of uniformity tends
to favour a certain class of people.
“As you know Tamil Nadu has

been opposed to the NEET exam.

There is something to be said for
that because the examination is
based on CBSE courses and there-
fore it favours schools which have
a CBSE examination. There are
lots of local boards also in the
country,” he said.
Talking about the way forward,

Sibal said any kind of aberration in
the NEET exam which is very
competitive requires a thorough in-
quiry.
Sibal said a CBI inquiry will

protect the administration and so
an inquiry is needed through an in-
dependent agency or independent
officers selected by the Supreme
Court and not by the government
in power.
“I think this government cen-

tralises everything, every decision
is taken on basis of whims and fan-
cies of authorities in Delhi. With
India having a 140 crore popula-
tion and such a complex social
order, I think the Centre must con-
sult each state and come up with a
consensus as to how admissions
for medicine are going to take
place,” he said. Sibal said he
would raise the issue in Parliament
if given a chance.
“I do urge all political parties to

raise this issue (in Parliament) be-
cause it impacts the lives of young
people of the country,” he said.
The examination was held on

May 5 across 4,750 centres and
around 24 lakh candidates ap-
peared for it. There have been al-
legations of question paper leaks
in states like Bihar and other ir-
regularities in the prestigious
exam. (PTI)

NEET Row: Sibal demands probe by SC-appointed officials

After AIADMK announces Vikravandi
bypoll boycott, DMDK follows suit

CHENNAI, June 16: The Desiya Murpokku Dravida
Kazhagam, which fought the recent Lok Sabha polls
in alliance with the main opposition AIADMK, an-
nounced on Sunday that it will boycott the July 10 by-
poll to the Vikravandi assembly constituency.
The DMDK’s decision came following the an-

nouncement by the AIADMK on June 15 that it was
giving the bypoll a miss, alleging that the ruling DMK
would unleash “violence” and not allow people to vote
“independently”. The DMDK, founded by late actor-
politician Vijayakanth, said it does not have “faith” in
this bypoll. In a statement, DMDK General Secretary

Premalatha Vijayakanth said her party had so far con-
tested all the general elections and bypolls but it
would now “boycott” the Vikravandi bypoll.
“The reason is: Elections should be conducted hon-

estly in a democratic manner,” she said, adding that
in the present-day context, elections are, however,
held in the “wrong” fashion.
Hinting at abuse of power, without explicitly nam-

ing Tamil Nadu’s ruling DMK, Premalatha said, “We
do not want the hard work of our cadres to go to
waste; we are not inclined to waste our time and
money since we have no faith in this bypoll.”
There is a “big question mark” on the democratic

nature of elections under the present rulers, she al-
leged, adding that people and the party workers are
aware of it. Meanwhile, S Ramadoss, founder of the
Pattali Makkal Katchi, a constituent of the BJP-led
NDA in Tamil Nadu, announced that his party’s vice-
president C Anbumani, will contest in the Vikravandi
bypoll. The DMK had already announced that its
functionary Anniyur Siva will contest in the bypoll.
Tamil nationalist Naam Tamilar Katchi has also an-
nounced its candidate, Abinaya, a homoeopathy doc-
tor. (PTI)

Held discussions with 
stakeholders: LS speaker on 

relocation of statues in Parl complex

NEW DELHI, June 16: Statues of
freedom fighters and national icons
spread across the Parliament com-
plex have been relocated to a new
enclosure on its premises, Prerna
Sthal, following discussions with
different stakeholders, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla said on Sunday.
The relocation of the statues, he

said, were done as part of a land-
scaping and beautification exercise.
Addressing reporters here, Birla

also asserted that discussions were
held from time to time with different
stakeholders on the relocation of
statues as such decisions were within
the purview of the Office of the Lok
Sabha Speaker.
“None of the statues have been re-

moved, they have been relocated.
There is no need to indulge in poli-
tics on this,” the outgoing speaker
said when asked about the opposi-
tion criticism on the relocation of the
statues.
“From time to time, I have been

discussing these issues with different
stakeholders. People were of the
view that having these statues at one
place will help disseminate informa-
tion about their lives and achieve-
ments in a better way,” Birla said.
The statues of Mahatma Gandhi

and B R Ambedkar, earlier located at
prominent places on the Parliament
premises, were places where oppo-
sition leaders gathered to protest
against the government.
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh

had said the whole idea of this relo-
cation and giving it a grandiose
name was to ensure that the statues
of Mahatma Gandhi and Dr Ambed-
kar were not in a prominent place
right in front of  Parliament House
where MPs could hold peaceful and
democratic protests as and when re-
quired.
Vice President and Rajya Sabha

Chairman Jagdeep  Dhankhar is in-
augurating the Prerna Sthal on Sun-
day where all members of
Parliament have been invited.
Birla said the Prerna Sthal -- lo-

cated on the lawns between the old
Parliament building and the Parlia-
ment library building -- will be open
to visitors all through the year and
host commemoration days to honour
the contribution of the leaders to na-
tion building.
The outer lawns of the Parliament

complex have statues of national
icons such as B R Ambedkar, Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Mahatma Jyotiba
Phule, Chhatrapati Shivaji, Maha-
rana Pratap, Hemu Kalani, Mahatma
Basaveshwara, Kittur Rani Chan-
namma, Motilal Nehru, Maharaj
Ranjit Singh, Durga Malla, Birsa
Munda, Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu
Maharaj, and Chaudhary Devi Lal.
“An action plan has been made to

make the life stories and messages
of these great Indians available to
visitors through new technology,”
the Lok Sabha speaker said.
Birla said during the construction

work of the new Parliament build-
ing, the statues of Mahatma Gandhi,
Motilal Nehru and Chaudhary Devi
Lal were moved to other places
within the complex.
Lawns and gardens have been laid

around the statues at the Prerna Sthal
to allow visitors to easily pay their
tributes to them and also take inspi-
ration from their lives by accessing
information using QR codes, Birla
said. Asked about the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF) taking
over security of the entire Parliament
complex, Birla said it was done so
that accountability could be fixed on
one agency.
Earlier, the Parliament Security

Service, the Delhi Police and the
Central Reserve Police Force were
responsible for the security of the
Parliament complex and there was
certain overlap in responsibilities, he
said.
The Lok Sabha speaker said CISF

personnel were being trained on
dealing with parliamentarians as the
system of Parliament security was
different from guarding other prem-
ises. (PTI)

KOLKATA, June 16: Union Law and Justice Minis-
ter Arjun Ram Meghwal on Sunday expressed hope
about implementation of the Uniform Civil Code, con-
tending that some states have started to bring it into
force.
Meghwal made the remark while

speaking at the sidelines of a confer-
ence on ‘India’s Progressive Path in
the Administration of Criminal Jus-
tice System’ here.
“In BJP manifesto, we have men-

tioned about the UCC. There are
states like Goa and Uttarakhand that
have started implementing them. The
coalition which has been formed in
the Centre is a very strong govern-
ment and there is nothing to worry about,” Meghwal
said here on Sunday.
Last week, soon after Meghwal, an MP from the

Bikaner constituency, said that the UCC is still on the
BJP’s agenda, the JDU, said that any such move must
come through consensus. JD(U) leader KC Tyagi said
that while the party is not against UCC, it wants that
such a move should come through a consensus.
The Union Law minister criticised the incidents of

alleged post-poll violence in West Bengal and said that
the central government is alert about them.
He said that such post-poll violence is not healthy

for a democratic country like India.
“Election is a significant part of

the democracy. There should not be
any violence after the completion of
any election. It (Post-poll violence in
Bengal) is in our knowledge and the
(central) government is also alert
(about it). The rule of law is there in
the country. This is not good for
democracy,” Meghwal said.
The BJP on Saturday formed a

four-member committee to look into
the alleged political violence in West

Bengal, as the party accused Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee of remaining a mute spectator.
A BJP statement said, “Mamata Banerjee remains

a mute spectator, while criminals of her party, attack
and intimidate opposition workers and voters with im-
punity. Even the Calcutta High Court has taken note
of these excesses and extended deployment of CAPF
till June 21 and has listed the matter for hearing on
June 18.” (PTI)

Meghwal hopeful about UCC
implementation

NEW DELHI, June 16: India is
grappling with unprecedented heat
this summer and no one is prepared
for the level of warming being expe-
rienced, leading environmentalist
Sunita Narain has said, emphasizing
the need for a heat index and a com-
plete overhaul of the way modern
cities are designed.
In an interaction with PTI editors

here, Narain, the Director General of
the Centre for Science and Environ-
ment (CSE), said the brutal heat
scorching swathes of India is a result
of naturally occurring El Nino phe-
nomenon -- an unusual warming of
the ocean surface in the central and
eastern tropical Pacific Ocean -- and
climate change.
“Nobody is prepared. Let’s be

very clear. 2023 was globally the
hottest year on record. We have bro-
ken every record in the last 45 days
with an unbroken (streak of) temper-
atures above 40 degrees. This is cli-
mate change. It is compounded this
year by the waning of the (2023-24)
El Nino. This means we really need
to get our act together. We need to
ensure that vulnerable communities
are less affected,” she said.
Narain stressed the need to de-

velop a heat index, which measures
how the temperature feels to the
human body when relative humidity
is combined with air temperature.
“We need a heat index similar to

the air quality index we have on our
phones. AQI tells you the level of air
pollution and its impact on your
health. This linkage is essential to
know what actions need to be taken.
Remember, heat is not only about
temperature, it is also about humid-
ity,” she said.
The India Meteorological Depart-

ment began issuing an experimental

heat index for different parts of the
country in April last year.
The IMD officials said India will

soon come up with its system now, a
multi-parameter product called ‘heat
hazard score’, which along with tem-
perature and humidity will also inte-
grate other parameters such as wind
and duration.
Narain noted that heatwaves are

turning modern glass buildings into
furnaces, overheating the occupants
and emphasized the need for new ar-
chitectural science to address this
heat.

“Your biggest challenge today is
how to rebuild the cities. Look at
Gurugram - it’s all glass facades.
Those glass buildings are the worst
thing you could have for a heating
climate,” she said.
India experienced multiple intense

and prolonged heatwaves in April
and May, testing the limits of human
endurance and the country’s disaster
preparedness, as many states, includ-
ing Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Odisha,
reported heatwave-related deaths.
According to the IMD data, 14 of

the 36 sub-divisions in the country
recorded over 15 heatwave days
(when the maximum temperature is
at least 40 degrees Celsius and 4.5
degrees above normal) from March
1 to June 9.
Studies show that rapid urbaniza-

tion has exacerbated warming in the
urban areas, with outdoor workers
and low-income households bearing
the brunt of the impact.
Low-income households have lim-

ited capacity to adapt to extreme heat
because of poor access to water and
electricity. The design and construc-
tion of informal houses often mean
there is poor ventilation and little shel-
ter from extreme heat. (PTI)

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
June 16: A day after his reference to
former prime minister Indira Gandhi
as “mother of India” received wide-
spread attention, Union Minister
Suresh Gopi on Sunday clarified that
he called the late leader the mother
of the Congress party in the country
and his remarks were misinterpreted
by the media. The actor-turned-
politician said he was a person talk-
ing from the heart and he firmly
believed that there was nothing
wrong in what he said about Indira
Gandhi.
While addressing the media here,

the BJP leader asked the reporters
whether they don’t understand the
“contextual meaning of language”.
“What did I say? As far as the

Congress is concerned...whether
anyone likes it or not... K
Karunakaran is the father of the Con-
gress party in Kerala. In India, its
mother is Indira Gandhi. I said this
from my heart,” Suresh Gopi said.
The minister of state for petroleum
and tourism, however, continued to
lavish praises on Indira Gandhi on
Sunday as well. (PTI)

Suresh Gopi clarifies
‘mother of India’ reference

No one ready for unprecedented heat
endured this summer: Sunita Narain
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‘Relocation of statues, were done as part of a landscaping and beautification exercise’

NEW DELHI, June 16: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Sunday said
EVMs in India are a “black box”
which nobody is allowed to scruti-
nise, and asserted that “serious con-
cerns” are being raised about
transparency in the country's elec-
toral process. Congress’ ally and
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav also questioned credibility of
electronic voting machines (EVMs)
and demanded that all future elec-
tions should be conducted through
ballot papers.
“Democracy ends up becoming a

sham and prone to fraud when insti-
tutions lack accountability,” Gandhi
said in a post on X and tagged a
media report which claimed that a
relative of Shiv Sena's candidate,
who won the polls from Mumbai's

North-West seat by 48 votes, had a
phone that unlocks an EVM.
The former Congress president

also tagged a post by Tesla CEO
Elon Musk in which he talked about
eliminating EVMs.
“We should eliminate electronic

voting machines. The risk of being
hacked by humans or AI, while
small, is still too high,” Musk had
said in his post.
In a post on X in Hindi, SP chief

Yadav said, “Technology is meant to
solve problems, if it becomes the

cause of problems then its use
should be stopped.”
Targeting the BJP over the issue,

Yadav said, “Today, when fears of
EVM tampering are being expressed
in many elections of the world and
the world's renowned technology ex-
perts are openly writing about the
danger of EVM tampering, then
what is the reason behind the insis-
tence on using EVM, BJP should
clarify this.”
Yadav also tagged the Musk's post

and reiterated his party's demand
that all future elections be conducted
using ballot papers.
The opposition parties have been

raising concerns over EVMs for
some time now and had demanded a
100 per cent count of the VVPAT
slips which was not allowed. (PTI)

‘Black box’: Rahul, Akhilesh question credibility of EVMs
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PORT BAIR, June 16: The tourism department of the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands is gearing up to take a shot at the underwater Guinness World Records
in a bid to showcase the archipelago as a top diving destination, officials said.
Lt Governor Admiral (Retired) D K Joshi has initiated discussions with of-

ficials concerned and other stakeholders to materialise the plan, they said. “This
place is surrounded with beautiful beaches, tropical rainforest and mountains
and I think it’s a perfect destination to trigger the adrenaline rush,” said Vish-
wendra, Secretary, Directorate of Information, Publicity and Tourism Office
(IP&T), Port Blair. “The objective of this exercise is to put Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands on the global diving destination list and promote tourism. In addition
to the waterfront and beach activities, endeavour will be made to popularise
the diving terrain and highlight the unparalleled opportunities for diving and
adventure tourism in this Indian Ocean rim,” he said. The IP&T is studying all
the previous Guinness World Records in this domain to finalise the categories
before applying, the official said. The applicant will be the local administration,
which will be supported by the Andaman Nicobar Command, Andaman Cham-
ber of Commerce, certifying agencies like the Professional Association of Div-
ing Instructors (PADI), Scuba Schools International (SSI) and National Institute
of Watersports (NIWS), among others, he said. (PTI)

Andamans govt sets sights on 
underwater Guinness World Records

NEW DELHI, June 16: Rejecting
accusations of saffronisation of
school curriculum, NCERT’s di-
rector has said that references to
Gujarat riots and Babri masjid
demolition were modified in
school textbooks because teaching
about riots “can create violent and
depressed citizens.”
In an interaction with PTI edi-

tors at the agency’s headquarters
here on Saturday, National Council
of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) director Dinesh
Prasad Saklani said the tweaks in
textbooks are part of annual revi-
sion and should not be a subject of
hue and cry.
Asked about references to Gu-

jarat riots or Babri masjid demoli-
tion being tweaked in NCERT
textbooks, Saklani said, “Why
should we teach about riots in
school textbooks? We want to cre-
ate positive citizens not violent and
depressed individuals”.
“Should we teach our students

in a manner that they become of-
fensive, create hatred in society or
become victim of hatred? Is that
education’s purpose? Should we
teach about riots to such young
children ... when they grow up,
they can learn about it but why
school textbooks. Let them under-
stand what happened and why it
happened when they grow up. The
hue and cry about the changes is ir-
relevant,” he said.
The comments by Saklani come

at a time when new textbooks have
hit the market with several dele-

tions and changes. The revised
Class 12 political science textbook,
does not mention the Babri masjid,
but refers to it as a “three-domed
structure”.  It has pruned the Ayo-
dhya section from four to two
pages and deleted details from the
earlier version.
It instead focuses on the

Supreme Court judgement that
paved the way for the construction
of a Ram temple at the site where
the disputed structure once stood
before it was torn down by Hindu
activists in December 1992. The
Supreme Court verdict was widely
accepted in the country. The con-
secration of the Ram idol in the
temple was performed on January
22 this year by the prime minister.
“We want to create positive cit-

izens and that’s what is the purpose
of our textbooks. We cannot have
everything in them. The purpose of
our education is not to create vio-

lent citizens ... depressed citizens.
Hatred and violence are not sub-
jects of teaching, they should not
be focus of our textbooks,” added
Saklani.
He hinted that the same hue and

cry is not made about 1984 riots
not being in textbooks.
The latest deletions in the text-

books include: BJP’s ‘rath yatra’
from Somnath in Gujarat to Ayod-
hya; the role of kar sevaks; com-
munal violence in the wake of the
demolition of the Babri masjid;
President’s rule in BJP-ruled
states; and the BJP’s expression of
“regret over the happenings at Ay-
odhya”.
“If Supreme Court has given a

verdict in favour of Ram temple,
Babri masjid or Ram janmab-
hoomi, should it not be included in
our textbooks, what is the problem
in that? We have included the new
updates. If we have constructed

new Parliament, should our stu-
dents not know about it. It is our
duty to include the ancient devel-
opments and recent develop-
ments,” he said.
Asked about allegations of saf-

fronisation of curriculum and ulti-
mately textbooks, Saklani said, “If
something has become irrelevant
... it will have to be changed. Why
shouldn’t it be changed. I don’t see
any saffronisation here. We teach
history so students know about
facts, not for making it a battle-
ground”.
“If we are telling about Indian

Knowledge System, how can it be
saffronisation? If we are telling
about iron pillar in Mehrauli and
saying Indians were way ahead of
any metallurigical scientist, are we
saying wrong? How can it be saf-
fronisation?”
Saklani, 61, who was head of

the ancient history department at
the HNB Garhwal University be-
fore taking charge as NCERT di-
rector in 2022, has faced criticism
over the changes in textbooks, es-
pecially pertaining to historical
facts.
“What is wrong about changes

in textbooks? Updating textbooks
is a global practice, it is in interest
of education. Revising textbooks is
an annual exercise. Whatever is
changed is decided by subject and
pedagogy experts. I do not dictate
or interfere in the process ... there
is no imposition from top.
“There are no attempts to saffro-

nise curriculum, everything is

based on facts and evidence,” he
said.
The NCERT is revising the cur-

riculum of the school textbooks in
line with the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020.
From the assertion that recent

studies of ancient DNA obtained
from archaeological sources at
Rakhigarhi, an Indus Valley site in
Haryana, rule out Aryan immigra-
tion to a call for more research into
whether the Harappans and the
Vedic people were the same, sev-
eral crucial topics have either been
dropped or tweaked in textbooks.
A two-page table detailing

achievements of Mughal emperors
such as Humayun, Shah Jahan,
Akbar, Jahangir and Aurangzeb
have also been removed.
This is the fourth round of revi-

sion and updating of NCERT text-
books since 2014.
Referring to the changes to the

section on Ayodhya, the NCERT
had said in April -- “Content is up-
dated as per latest development in
politics. Text on Ayodhya issue has
been thoroughly revised because
of the latest changes brought by
the Supreme Court’s Constitu-
tional bench verdict and its wide-
spread welcoming reception”.
Saklani said, some changes have

happened because the subjects
were irrelevant, some to update
new information while several top-
ics were removed earlier to min-
imise burden on students cause by
the COVID-19 pandemic and re-
duce duplication of content. (PTI)

No need to teach about riots, demolition in 
schools, says NCERT chief after textbook revisions

Uttarakhand accident: Victim at AIIMS
succumbs to injuries, toll rises to 15

DEHRADUN, June 16: A person
injured in the tempo traveller acci-
dent in Uttarakhand’s Rudraprayag
succumbed to his injuries, taking
the toll to 15, while the condition of
four of the 11 injured is still critical,
officials said on Sunday.
A person who was brought to

AIIMS, Rishikesh by air ambulance
after the accident on Saturday died
late at night, trauma surgeon Ruby
Kataria said.
A tempo traveller carrying

tourists skidded off the Badrinath
national highway, rolled 200 metres
down a gorge and fell into Alak-
nanda river, killing or injuring all 26
people present in it. Ten people died
on the spot near Raitoli village,
about four kilometres from
Rudraprayag district headquarters.
Kataria said the patient was

brought to the hospital in a “brain
dead” condition after which he was
put on life support but he could not
be saved. The doctor said that the
remaining four injured at the hospi-
tal are also in critical condition and
it will take a lot of time to shift them
to the ward.
Seven persons seriously injured

in the accident were taken to
AIIMS, Rishikesh through a heli-
ambulance. Two of them died be-
fore reaching the hospital.
At Rudraprayag district hospital,

five accident victims admitted to
Rudraprayag District Hospital were

discharged on Sunday. The other
two victims will be discharged on
Monday, officials said.
A team led by Pauri’s divisional

transport officer probing the acci-
dent went to the accident site and
will submit its detailed investigation
report by Monday.
Uttarakhand Joint Transport

Commissioner Sanat Singh said
that prima facie the accident is be-
lieved to have happened because
the driver was tired or drowsy due
to overnight travel but the investi-
gation team that has technical ex-
perts will determine the real reason.
Accidents in such mountainous

parts happen due to narrow and bad
roads but the road at the
Rudraprayag accident site was in
good condition and around six me-
tres wide, he said.
Jagmohan Rawat, president of

Gopinath Taxi-Sumo Vehicle Asso-
ciation in Rudraprayag, said that ac-
cidents happen in these parts as
drivers from other states do not
have the experience of driving in
the mountains. He said that the
tempo traveller in this case was
booked from Delhi-NCR and the
tourists were visiting Chopta.
Rawat also questioned why there

were 26 people in the vehicle, more
than the prescribed capacity of 20,
and said the accident happened after
passing through half a dozen check
posts within the state’s border. (PTI)

Rajkot civic staffers forged 
documents day after game zone fire

to destroy evidence: Police

RAJKOT, June 16: The civic em-
ployees arrested for a game zone fire
in Rajkot allegedly conspired to forge
documents by making backdated en-
tries a day after the incident in a bid
to destroy evidence and evade arrest,
the police probe has suggested.
The fire at the TRP game zone in

Gujarat’s Rajkot city on May 25
claimed 27 lives.
The police have so far arrested six

employees of the Rajkot Municipal
Corporation (RMC) in connection
with the incident.
A probe has indicated the arrested

RMC employees “conspired to ap-
prove the impact plan of the TRP
zone where the incident took place”
by making backdated entries a day
after the fire and destroy evidence,
the investigation officer said in an ap-
plication before Additional Judicial
Magistrate B P Thakar on Friday.
The civic officials were involved

in making forged entries in the in-
ward register on May 26, a day after
the incident, pertaining to the impact
plan of the TRP game zone. The entry
was shown as having been made on
May 4, 2024, the police said.
The accused also drafted a query

letter dated May 9, 2024 related to the
entry dated May 4, said the applica-
tion. A new register with fake details
was created by the accused and the
old register was destroyed, the police
said.
The accused persons presented

false information recorded in the fake
register kept in their possession. They
also tampered with the inward regis-
ter at the RMC’s west zone office, the
police said.
The register was forged to show

the game zone management had ap-
plied for regularisation of the facility
and that the RMC raised queries for
the same, the police told the court.
These acts constitute offences

under the given sections related to
forgery, destruction of evidence and
criminal conspiracy, they said.

The court on Friday allowed the
police to invoke Indian Penal Code
sections 465, 466, 471, 474, 120 (b),
201 and 114, pertaining to forgery,
destruction of evidence, criminal con-
spiracy and abettor present when of-
fence is committed, against the six
arrested RMC employees.
The police had earlier arrested

RMC’s Town Planning Officer M D
Sagathia, assistant TPOs Mukesh
Makwana and Gautam Joshi, and for-
mer station officer of Kalavad Road
fire station Rohit Vigora in connec-
tion with the incident.
On Saturday, they arrested RMC’s

assistant town planning officer Ra-
jesh Makwana and assistant engineer
Jaideep Chaudhary for their alleged
involvement in forging a register by
making backdated entries and de-
struction of evidence, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police, Crime,
Parthrajsinh Gohil said on Sunday.
A co-owner of the game zone,

Ashoksinh Jadeja, surrendered before
the police on Thursday evening.
Jadeja is one of the six owners of

the TRP game zone. Five of them
have been so far arrested while one
died in the May 25 fire.
A manager of the game zone has

also been arrested in the case.
The CCTV camera footage

showed the fire started after sparks
fell on thermocol (polystyrene) sheets
during welding work on the ground
floor.
Though workers present there tried

to douse the blaze with fire extin-
guishers, it spread quickly and even-
tually engulfed the game zone.
According to police, the game

zone was being operated without a
No Objection Certificate (NOC) from
the RMC’s fire department.
After the Rajkot incident, several

game zones and other recreation hubs
were sealed across the state and FIRs
were also filed against their owners
for running such facilities without
requisite permissions. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, June 16: The Railway Board has
set up a committee to find out the reasons for the
violation of speed restrictions by train drivers at
various points between originating and destination
stations which is detrimental to safe train opera-
tions. According to sources, the Board came into
action after recent incidents in which two train
drivers violated the speed restriction of 20 kmph at
a river bridge, which was under maintenance and
drove their trains at 120 kmph speed.
In the first incident, the loco pilot and assistant

loco pilot of the Gatiman Express, India’s first
semi-high-speed train which runs at 160 kmph
speed between Hazrat Nizamuddin in Delhi and Vi-
rangana Lakshmibai Jhansi Junction in Uttar
Pradesh, violated the advisory speed restriction be-
tween Jajau and Mania railway station near Agra
Cantt.
Just a couple of days after the Gatiman incident,

the drivers of another train Malwa Express, which
runs between Katra (Jammu) and Indore (Madhya
Pradesh), too committed a similar violation at the
same spot and steered the train at 120 kmph.

Soon after these incidents, the Railway Board on
June 3 issued a circular to all zones and informed,
“Railway Board has constituted a committee to re-
view the caution orders being issued to Loco Pilots
and Train Managers (guards).”
“The committee desires to interact with Loco Pi-

lots through video conference to understand the is-
sues related to caution orders at the field level,” the
circular added, asking all zones to nominate loco
pilots from each division to attend a meeting on
June 5.
“Over 180 loco pilots and loco inspectors took

part in the meeting and came out with various sug-
gestions to ensure that speed restrictions are fol-
lowed in letter and spirit,” said a loco pilot, who
was part of the virtual meeting.
The Railways imposes speed restrictions for the

safe operation of the trains for various reasons such
as track condition, ongoing track repair work, old
railway bridges and station yard remodelling etc.
The Railway officials say that before boarding

the engine, the loco pilots and their assistants ob-
tain a complete route chart along with advisories

and cautionary speed limits from the concerned op-
erating department and they are supposed to main-
tain the speed accordingly.
During operation, the assistant driver calls out

loudly these advisories and cautions and the driver
repeats it to confirm.
“In the meeting, various suggestions came, For

instance, a section of drivers suggested that a train
guard should remind a driver on a walkie-talkie 3
km before the starting point of the speed restriction.
This practice is being followed by the guards of
Kota division and a request was made to make it
applicable across the board in Railways,” said an-
other loco pilot, who attended the meeting.
“Some drivers wanted the caution order to be

given on bold letters with bigger font size on A4
size white paper. They also said that drivers should
be issued different colour highlighters to mark the
restrictions for their convenience,” he added.
The participants also said that it was also dis-

cussed in the meeting whether permanent speed re-
striction (PSR) should also be made a part of the
caution order. (PTI)

Railway Board sets up committee, holds meeting
to ascertain why drivers violate speed restrictions

ANANTNAG (KASHMIR),
June 16: In a heart-wrenching
tale of love and loss, seven-year-
old Kabir remains unaware of the
harsh reality that his father will
never return and the young boy
relentlessly sends voice messages
to Colonel Manpreet Singh’s
number, pleading with him to
come back.
“Papa bus ek baar aa jao, phir

mission pe chale jana (Papa,
please come back once, and then
you can resume your duties).”
Some of these heartfelt mes-

sages are whispered in secrecy to
avoid his mother’s watchful gaze,
as Kabir implores his father to
make a video call.
Colonel Singh’s final act of

valour came during a joint opera-
tion on September 13 last year,
when he along with other soldiers
engaged in a fierce gun battle
with terrorists in the forests sur-
rounding Gadool village. Despite
their courage, Colonel Singh,
Major Aashish Dhonchak, J-K
Police Deputy Superintendent
Humanyun Bhat and Sepoy
Pardeep Singh made the ultimate
sacrifice, leaving a void in the
hearts of those who knew and ad-
mired them.
A revered commanding officer

of the 19 Rashtriya Rifles (RR)
unit, Colonel Singh is remem-
bered as a hero in the worst ter-
rorism-hit areas of Larkipora,
Zaldoora and Kokernag in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Anantnag
district.
Many locals remember him as

a symbol of bravery, leadership
and selfless sacrifice in these
areas that are mainly the Area of
Responsibility, or AOR in army
parlance, of the 19 RR. His
legacy lives on in the hearts of
people.
The absence of Colonel Singh

weighs heavy on his family mem-

bers, particularly his wife Jag-
meet who vividly recalls the time
when he planted two Chinar trees
and affectionately named them
after their children -- Kabir and
Vani.
“He had said that we will re-

turn after 10 years to see these
trees again. But now...,” said Jag-
meet, her trailing off voice encap-
sulating the uncertainty and
sorrow that has befallen the fam-
ily.
Jagmeet shared with PTI over

phone from Mohali in Punjab
how deeply passionate Colonel
Singh was about improving the

lives of people in Kashmir and
also spoke about the difficulties
in making her own children un-
derstand that he won’t return.
“Often Mann (Colonel Man-

preet) would get calls in the dead
of night and he would promptly
ensure that help was provided to
them,” she said, adding that the
help could be to resolve a per-
sonal dispute or for hospitalisa-
tion, it could be for anything.
She said her martyred husband

was invited by locals for mar-
riages, to celebrate the birth of a
child and Eid. “It was like one big
family,” Jagmeet said.
Remembering her last conver-

sation with him, which lasted 32
seconds, Jagmeet said, “Opera-
tion mein hoon (I am in opera-
tion) were his last words before I
did not hear from him ever.”
Colonel Singh’s dedication to

the community extended beyond
his military duties.
He was instrumental in rehabil-

itation efforts, particularly in
helping those addicted to drugs
find a path to recovery. Colonel
Singh’s impact on empowering
women and fostering a sense of
community through sports and
education is fondly remembered
by those who knew him.

Rubbiya Sayeed, a well-known
women cricketer from Anantnag,
recalled Colonel Singh’s impact
on the community. “He believed
that sports played an important
role in building a society...There
were many drug addicts whom he
sent for rehabilitation,” she said.
Sayeed said Colonel Singh’s

focus on empowering women to
be self-reliant and economically
independent showcased his com-
mitment to building a better soci-
ety through sports and education.
“He actually was a healing

touch to the people and the 19 RR
headquarters had become the
most people-friendly place where
the focus was on building the
youth and reasoning out with
them about their better future,”
she said in a choked voice.
Local residents spoke of

Colonel Singh’s kindness and
support, highlighting his gentle-
manly demeanour and positive
influence on the youth.
“I have never seen a gentleman

officer like him. He used to treat
me like his brother,” Rayees said
and recalled how his son would
play with Kabir. “Probably, he
was one of our last resort when-
ever we were in some problem,”
he said. (PTI)

Fallen hero: Col Manpreet Singh remembered
fondly; Son still sends voice messages

NEW DELHI, June 16: Citing signif-
icant inconsistencies and lack of ac-
countability in the referral process, the
Union Health Ministry has for the first
time issued interdepartmental referral
guidelines for hospitals to facilitate bet-
ter communication and cooperation.
The ‘Guidelines for Inter-Departmental
Referral (within hospitals)’ stress that
referrals should be initiated promptly as
and when patients require specialised
care, diagnostic evaluations or consul-
tations beyond scope of admitting de-
partment. The referral for a consultant’s
opinion should only be written by con-
sultants and that post graduate residents
should not close referrals on their own
without discussing with their consult-
ants, the guidelines released on June 7
stated.
Consultant on call should review the

referral record attended to by his team
the previous day, a step which will help
improve patient care and enhance learn-
ing of residents.
The referral process is a crucial com-

ponent of high-quality patient care in
any medical institution, Director Gen-
eral of Health Services, Union Health
Ministry, Dr Atul Goel said in the doc-
ument. Problems such as poor coordi-
nation and communication, unclear
procedures, non-standardised formats,
and inadequate training for healthcare
professionals are common and they ul-
timately can potentially harm a patient,
Dr Goel said.
The roles of various professional lev-

els are often undefined, resulting in
gaps in patient care, he stated highlight-
ing many patients who visit hospitals
have multiple co-morbidities and need
a multi-disciplinary approach. The doc-
ument said a robust and efficient refer-
ral mechanism should be an essential
part of training of residents as well.
After residency as they enter a health-
care setup to practice, this training will
be very useful for them. However, prob-
lems can arise in any inter-departmental
referral process, including --delays in
processing/attending of referrals, break-

down in communication, and variations
in referral practices across departments,
it said.
To address these challenges, hospi-

tals must implement standardised refer-
ral protocols, streamline referral work
flows, and provide education and train-
ing to healthcare providers and staff in-
volved in the referral process.
“Currently, with no clear guidelines in
place, it has been observed that there
exist heterogeneous referral mecha-
nisms. Every department and individual
have their own way of sending and at-
tending referrals. The documentation is
also variable and inconsistent.
“There are delays in attending to

referrals which can affect patient care
adversely. Mostly junior residents
(first or second-year post-graduates)
see referrals where higher order in-
puts may actually be required. There
are conflicts between departments re-
garding referrals which are mostly
rooted in lack of communication,” the
document stated. (PTI)

Health ministry issues interdepartmental referral guidelines for hospitals

                   5’

MUMBAI, June 16: The Mumbai Police have regis-
tered a new case in connection with firing outside actor
Salman Khan’s residence here in April and arrested one
person from Rajasthan on charges of criminal intimida-
tion, an official said on Sunday.
The accused has been identified as Banwarilal Laturlal

Gujar (25), hailing from Bundi in Rajasthan, the crime
branch official said.
Gurjar had allegedly uploaded a video on his YouTube

channel in which he said “Lawrence Bishnoi, Goldy Brar
and other gang members are with me and I am going to
kill Salman Khan as he did not apologise yet”, the offi-
cial said.
The accused made the video on a highway in Ra-

jasthan and uploaded it on his channel.
Considering the seriousness of the case, a team was

sent to Rajasthan for an investigation and it apprehended
the accused, the official said, adding the case has been
registered at a cyber police station in Mumbai.
“We are checking if accused Gujar having any previ-

ous criminal background. He has been arrested under rel-

evant sections of the Indian Penal Code, including 506(2)
(punishment for criminal intimidation), and provisions
of the Information Technology (IT) Act. Further investi-
gation is underway,” the official said.
Two motorbike-borne men fired multiple rounds out-

side Salman Khan’s residence in Bandra area here in the
early hours of April 14.
A total of six persons were arrested in that case. One

of them, Anuj Thapan, allegedly hanged himself in police
lock-up on May 1.
In a separate case, Navi Mumbai Police had arrested

five persons, including an alleged member of Bishnoi
and Goldy Brar gangs from Haryana, in connection with
a plot to attack Salman Khan.
Four gang members had recced Khan’s farmhouse in

Panvel, the area around his home in Bandra, and places
he visited for film shooting, police earlier said.
Lawrence Bishnoi is currently lodged in the Sabarmati

Central Prison in Gujarat’s Ahmedabad in a different
case and Mumbai police will move a court to seek his
custody, they said. (PTI)

Firing at Salman’s home: Mumbai Police registered new case; 1 held from Rajasthan
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Nia Sharma on her 
absence from TV: It was 
a conscious decision

MUMBAI, June 16: Actor Nia Sharma, popular for TV shows
such as "Ek Hazaaron Mein Meri Behna Hai" and "Jamai Raja",
says she decided to stay away from the small screen as she was
"sceptical" about its future at a time when every other show was
going off air in a few months.
As someone who has been part of long-running soap operas,

including "Ishq Mein Marjawan", the actor said she wanted to
wait for the right opportunity which came in the form of her lat-
est outing "Suhagan Chudail", which airs on Colors TV.
Her previous show appearance was in the Ekta Kapoor-pro-

duced "Naagin 4", which ended in 2020. In the last four years,
she has starred in reality shows such as "Khatron Ke Khiladi:
Made in India", emerging as winner, and "Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa
10". "It was a conscious decision as the idea was that TV overall
in the last few years has really drained in terms of TRP. Every
show was shutting in three to four months. The kind of shows
I’ve done, they had longevity, they were running for years and
years. I always believed that a project shouldn't be like, ‘It came
and it went off air and no one was aware about it’.
"I'm sceptical of those kinds of things, and that’s why I was

consciously not taking up a TV project because everyone was
experimenting. Nobody was sure and even the roles that I got , I

did not resonate with them. All the shows that were being of-
fered to me went off in three months. So, I was kind of okay,
‘Thankfully, I did not take it up’," Sharma told PTI in an inter-
view here. The Indian TV space has long been beset by prob-
lems such as long working hours, delay in remuneration,
harassment and toxic environment on sets. According to
Sharma, the situation is less likely to improve because the focus
of the industry is to churn out content regularly.
“We always know of certain things that television faces, it's

the working conditions, which will always be there because it's
daily soaps. They're churning out content on a daily basis,
they're not here to set examples about how a TV show set
should be... We all are aware of these conditions,” she added.
After cementing her position in showbiz, the Delhi-born actor

said she has started "demanding" the treatment she believes she
deserves. “... Like, I do have a lavish vanity for myself, the
money is great. The show has come on my own terms and con-
ditions. Going forward in life, the kind of experience that you
have, you’re treated as per that. They are not going to lay a bed
of roses for you on television. Let's face it, it's ‘take it or leave
it’. I'm not trying to defend the situation here, but this is how it
is,” she added. (PTI)

Director RS
Prasanna 
announces wrap
on Aamir Khan-
starrer ‘Sitaare
Zameen Par’

NEW DELHI, June 16: Rap-
per Badshah on Saturday apolo-
gised to his fans after he had to
cut short his concert in Dallas,
US, due to a "discrepancy" be-
tween local promoters and the
production company".
The rapper is currently on a

tour to the US and Canada in
support of his third studio
album, "Ek Tha Raja". Titled
The Paagal Tour 2024, the tour
started in May and will conclude
in August.
Badshah posted a statement on

his Instagram page and said he is
"heartbroken" after he had to
stop his performance midway at
Curtis Culwell Center in Dallas.
"Dallas, I'm literally so heart-

broken and bummed about what
happened today. You guys are in-
credible and deserve better.
"I was really looking forward

to performing in your city but
due to a discrepancy between the
local promoters and the produc-
tion company I was forced to cut
short the set and stop the show
midway," he said.
The 38-year-old musician said

promoters need to be better
equipped, especially for large-
format shows, as it takes a con-
siderable amount of energy and
effort to put together a tour.
"This isn't fair to the fans who

spend their hard-earned money

to purchase that ticket, and it
definitely isn't fair to the whole
crew who pours their hearts into
putting on these tours. We re-
hearse for weeks, plan for
months and travel tirelessly to
bring you the best possible expe-
rience.
"The music industry is all

about respect - respect for the
fans as much as it is about re-
spect for the artists and the sup-
port crew," he added.
Badshah said his management

team "tried everything in their
control" to salvage the situation
and ensure a smooth run.
"We sincerely apologise for

the inconvenience, disappoint-
ment and irritation caused due
to this sheer lack of manage-
ment from the promoter’s end.
We will make sure things are
better managed in future with a
more competent promoter team
that prioritises a quality experi-
ence and understands that
music and touring is a serious
business.
"I promise to return, and it's

going to be bigger, better, and
bolder! Thanks for always being
there and having my back," he
concluded his statement.
As part of the Paagal Tour,

Badshah has so far performed in
cities like Washington DC and
Houston. (PTI)

LONDON, June 16:
Actor Joe Alwyn has
opened up about his ro-
mance with singer and for-
mer partner Taylor Swift
after over a year of parting
ways, saying they had mu-
tually decided to keep
some details of their rela-
tionship "private".
The former couple split

after six and a half years
of dating. Swift is cur-
rently in a public relation-
ship with American
footballer Travis Kelce.
Alwyn said he is in a

good place both profes-
sionally and personally.
According to an insider,
the actor has also moved
on and was "dating and
happy".
"As everyone knows, we

together — both of us,
mutually — decided to
keep the more private de-
tails of our relationship
private. It was never
something to commodify
and I see no reason to
change that now.
"And, look, this is also a

little over a year ago now
and I feel fortunate to be
in a really great place in
my life, professionally and
personally. I feel really
good," Alwyn told The
Sunday Times in an inter-
view.
Asked if he had listened

to Swift's latest album
"The Tortured Poets De-
partment", allegedly in-
spired by their time
together, Alwyn said com-
ing to terms with a long
and "fully committed" re-
lationship was tough to
navigate.
"I would hope that any-

one and everyone can em-
pathise and understand the
difficulties that come with
the end of a long, loving,
fully committed relation-
ship of over six and a half
years.
"That is a hard thing to

navigate. In thinking on
what I was going to say, I
would think and hope that
anyone and everyone can
empathise. … This isn’t a
direct answer to your
question, but just thinking
about what I want to talk
about," he added.
The "Kinds of Kind-

ness" actor said he has
made peace with the "gap
between what is known
and what is said" about
one's personal life in the
media.
"What is unusual and

abnormal in this situation
is that, one week later, it's
suddenly in the public do-
main and the outside
world is able to weigh in.
(PTI)

Joe Alwyn
looks back on
Taylor Swift
romance: We
had decided
to keep our
relationship
private

MUMBAI, June 16: Director
RS Prasanna has announced that
the filming on "Sitaare Zameen
Par", starring Aamir Khan, is
finished.
On Saturday, Prasanna of

"Shubh Mangal Saavdhan"
fame shared the update on his
Instagram Story which featured
a picture of cake with the film's
title with the caption "It's a
wrap". In a separate Instagram
Story, the filmmaker praised
Khan for being a "terrific
leader" and "protector". "From
watching Lagaan on screen and
picking up my jaw from the
floor. To standing next to, learn-
ing from, admiring and working
with THE Aamir Sir. God has
been extremely kind and gener-
ous. So so much to learn from
sir on so many fronts. "But
above all... How to be an amaz-
ing human being... Full of love,
passion, absolute humility... Un-

ending curiosity and learning
zeal... A terrific leader, an ex-
traordinary creative culture
builder... Constantly empower-
ing those around him... Ex-
tremely trusting... And a
protector," Prasanna wrote in
his post. Sitaare Zameen Par,
also produced by Khan's banner
Aamir Khan Productions, also
features Genelia Deshmukh.
"What an absolute delight of a

human. You are a treasure my
friend," the director wrote
alongside his photo with Desh-
mukh on his Instagram Story.
Sitaare Zameen Par will also

mark Khan's return to the silver
screen after 2022's Laal Singh
Chaddha. Recently, Khan co-
produced Laapataa Ladies with
its director and his former wife
Kiran Rao. His next production
is Rajkumar Santoshi's Lahore
1947, starring Sunny Deol and
Preity Zinta. (PTI)

Jon Bon Jovi is
‘getting back’ to
performing on
stage after 
undergoing vocal
cord surgery

LOS ANGELES, June 16: Rock legend Jon Bon Jovi says he is
getting back to live performances "step by step" following his vocal
cord surgery which was conducted over two years ago.
In the recently released docu-series "Thank You, Goodnight: The

Bon Jovi Story", the 62-year-old singer-songwriter had revealed that
his vocal problems began in 2015 but got worse in 2022 following
which he had to seek professional intervention.
Speaking with the People magazine at the Rock & Roll Hall of

Fame's latest exhibit centered around his band Bon Jovi, the musi-
cian said he was in high spirits after taking to the stage in Nashville,
Tennessee over the weekend.
"We performed last night in Nashville, and everything was very

good. So step by step, I’m getting back to it," said Bon Jovi, known
for songs such as "Livin' on a Prayer", "It's My Life" and "You Give
Love A Bad Name". He credited singer Shania Twain, who had sim-
ilar voice problems, for encouraging him to go forward with the pro-
cedure. "She’s been my spirit sister in this. She’s the only other one
I’ve known that’s ever had this surgery, with this doctor, and the
only reason I found that out is because she reported it in the press.
“Not only did she reassure me that it would be OK, but I think she
also pulled my leg a little bit because she told me I’d be out there a
lot sooner than I have been. She says, ‘Well, I told you that because
I knew that you might back out otherwise.’ And so, I couldn’t wait
to get the operation,” the Grammy winner recalled. Bon Jovi, who
has released his new album "Forever", said he is closely working
with vocal coaches to further his improvement. (PTI)

Badshah apologises to fans 
after Dallas concert stopped midway:
You guys deserve better
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BENGALURU, June 16: Sm-
riti Mandhana's resolute hundred
and a disciplined bowling effort,
led by spinners Deepti Sharma
and Asha Shobana, piloted India
to a huge 143-run win over South
Africa in the first women's ODI
here on Sunday. 
India now lead the three-match

series 1-0, and the second game
will be played here on June 19. 
Mandhana's sixth ODI century

(117, 127 balls , 12x4s, 1x6)
formed the fulcrum of India's
competitive 265 for eight on a
sluggish Chinnaswamy pitch. 
Then the Indian bowlers

worked their magic around the
South African batters to bowl out
the visitors for 122 as debutante
leg-spinner Asha (4/21) led the
show with a frugal spell and was
well-supported by offie Deepti
(2/10). Pacer Renuka Singh
(1/30) gave India the perfect
start, dismissing the in-form
South Africa skipper Laura
Wolvaardt in the first over itself. 
Wolvaardt had no answer for

an excellent nip-backer from
Renuka that clipped the top of
her off-stump. 
The Indians soon fetched the

wickets of Tazmine Brits and An-
neke Bosch as the tourists
slumped to 33 for three. 
The experienced Marizane

Kapp (24, 39 balls), who ham-

mered Renuka for successive
four and six, tried to revive the
innings with Sune Luus who
fought well with a 33. 
But their fourth wicket alliance

of 39 runs consumed 68 balls as
the asking rate climbed over

seven which never really came
down thereafter. 
Asha ended that struggle when

the leg-spinner had Kapp caught
at covers by Harmanpreet Kaur. 
At five down for 74, South

Africa were always facing the

climb up the hill. 
Earlier, India's script for vic-

tory was written by Mandhana,
who thrilled the home crowd
with a well-paced hundred. 
Mandhana stitched two signif-

icant partnerships with the feisty

Deepti (37, 48 balls, 3x4s) and
Pooja Vastrakar (31 not out) to
take India out of trouble after the
hosts found themselves at 99 for
five at one stage. 
Mandhana and Deepti added

81 runs (92 balls) for the sixth
wicket and Pooja, who had to
leave the field later with a knee
niggle while fielding, assisted the
Indian vice-captain to make 58
runs (54 balls) for the seventh
wicket. 
Mandhana has a lot of flair in

her batting. 
But here she was forced to es-

chew that because of the team sit-
uation and the sluggish nature of
the pitch to which India top-order
batters like Shafali Verma (7),
Harmanpreet (10) and Jemimah
Rodrigues (17) failed to adapt,
leading to their soft dismissals.
Mandhana was on 33 when

India's fifth batter fell, and she
had to preserve her wicket to take
India forward.
Largely making her runs

through those nips and tucks,
Mandhana was also happy to free
her hands when width was of-
fered.
The left-hander's swivel pull

off debutant pacer Anne Derck-
sen and a little shimmy down the
track to deposit offie Nondumiso
Shangase over mid-on had
streaks of her elegance. (PTI) 

Ton-up Smriti, spinners hand India 
massive win over South Africa in 1st ODI

NEW DELHI, June 16: Under-
prepared drop-in tracks, poor
ground conditions, over depend-
ence on Indian TV audience, not
factoring in weather and steep
ticket prices were only some of the
problems that didn't make Amer-
ica the most viable commercial
destination for a global event like
T20 World Cup, in first attempt.
However the only takeaway is

United States' national team's stu-
pendous show to beat Pakistan and
give India a run for their money
before entering the Super Eights
on its debut at the world stage.
There are only few things that
money can't buy and the perform-
ances by Saurabh Netravalkar and
Monank Patel were indeed price-
less, something that would give
the pin-striped suits of ICC sitting
in Dubai, a chance to heave a sigh
of relief despite lot of things that
didn't go right during the course of
two-and-a-half weeks. For any
team sport to do well and get pop-
ularity in a particular geographical
region, it is imperative that there is
some sense of nationalism associ-

ated with it and the H1B visa hold-
ers and Green Card acquiring In-
dians have given them that
opportunity.
Cricket in America has been

ICC's pet project for a long time
and having T20 included in the
2028 Olympics programme for the
Los Angeles edition is a big leap
in that direction.
However the global body would

be the first to admit that the
teething problems associated with
the logistics and organisational
part did paint a sorry picture. Let
us take the example of the Nassau
County Cricket ground in the
Long Island, which is more than
an hour's drive from the CBD
(Central Business District) of the
New York City.
It was a makeshift facility and

by the time this article reaches the
readers, the 37,000 seater portable
stands would have been disman-
tled and no one knows what kind
of cricket matches would be
played at that ground henceforth.
The drop-in pitch will be plucked
out for sure.

The mouth-watering proposi-
tion of India vs USA in New York
state (not City) however needed a
bit more than just hype and not
testing the tracks was a juvenile
mistake. The pitch was pilloried
for its uneven bounce during
India's opening match against Ire-
land when balls were flying from
length after hitting the cracks.
The groundsmen then rolled the

track to cover the cracks and so
much that the pitch became slow
and teams found it difficult to

chase down any target which was
in the range of 115-120. The low
scores made the matches enticing
but also took away the fun element
from the whole process of coming
to watch a T20 match where they
would want to see more sixes
being hit. A total of 56 maximums
were hit in 8 games and at an av-
erage of seven per game, which
isn't the best advertisement for
promotion of the game in an un-
chartered territory where the view-
ership is dependant on Indian

diaspora.      In one IPL match
alone this season, 42 sixes were
hit, which is the other end of the
spectrum.  As far as the native
Americans, who have grown up
on liberal dose of New York Yan-
kees and Boston Red Sox are con-
cerned, you would need more
action than scores like 95, 113, 119
to bring the footfalls at the turn-
stiles. "Obviously, if you have to
showcase it to the world and sell
it, I don't think it's a great selling
product, but for cricket, it's tight
competition. It brings the other
teams and the higher teams very
close to each other," said South
African batter Heinrich Klaasen
after a match. "I think all the bat-
ters are keen to get out of this
place, to be fair. The bowlers
would love to stay here," he said.
Coming back to the timing, if

one wants regular series, matches
need to be held in the evening un-
less it's just catering to the broad-
casters' demand of 8 pm IST
timing which means that on week-
days, you will not have big crowds
in future. (PTI)

ICC’s Big American Dream: Too many loose
ends, over-dependence on Indian market

ANTALYA, June 16: Indian archer
Deepika Kumari suffered an embarrass-
ing opening round defeat to little known
Yaylagul Ramazanova of Azerbaijan,
while Ankita Bhakat and Bhajan Kaur
progressed to the pre-quarterfinals in the
Final Olympic Qualifier, here on Sunday.
Ankita and Bhajan are thus one win
away from sealing an individual women's
quota. The individual quotas are allotted
to the top-eight nations. Each country
gets one individual quota.
So far, India have a solitary quota -- in
men's individual section through Dhiraj
Bommadevara from the Asian qualifying
leg. Ankita defeated Shelley Hilton 6-4
(24-26, 25-25, 28-20, 25-25, 27-25) and
Mikaella Moshe 7-3 (28-25, 25-27, 27-

27, 28-25, 26-25), both from Israel, to
make the last-16.
Third seeded Bhajan, who got a bye
into the third round of 32, overcame
Urantungalag Bishindee of Mongolia 6-
2 (29-27, 28-26, 26-29, 27-24).
Deepika, who qualified as second seed,
won the opening two sets to lead 4-0, but
her shooting went horribly wrong in the
next two sets where she scored 23 and 24
points respectively, landing five of her six
arrows in the outer rings.
She shot thrice in the eight-point red
ring, once in the seven-point red ring and
while another hit the outer six-point ring
as Yaylagul gleefully brought it level be-
fore 4-4. The Azerbaijan archer then won
the fifth set with a solid display and seal

a splendid win 6-4 (26-28, 25-27, 23-26,
24-25, 27-29).
There was no equipment malfunction
but she had poor release after failing to
anchor her bow properly. It could be pres-
sure or something else," a team official
told PTI.
Indian men's and women's teams have
failed to seal the quotas from the Final
Olympic Qualifier. The men's team had
qualified as top seed but lost to Mexico
in the quarterfinals. The women's team,
who got fifth seed in rankings round, ex-
ited in the pre-quarters.
But they still can still Paris Games
berths if they maintain their World Rank-
ings till the cutoff date of June 24.
The top two nations from among the

countries who have not got team quotas
will make the cut for the Paris Olympics
on June 24 after the third stage of the
World Cup here beginning on Tuesday.
India will have to put up a good show
to maintain their rankings.
The men's team is currently No. 2 with
243 points behind South Korea who have
already qualified.
Chinese Taipei and Italy, who are be-
hind India in the rankings, have already
qualified. India's nearest competitors are
China (204 points) and Japan (190).
The women's team is currently No. 8
behind South Korea, China, Germany,
France, Mexico, USA and Chinese Taipe
-- all these seven nations have already got
team quotas. (PTI) 

For Test cricket to thrive, India has leadership role
to play: CWI CEO Johnny Grave

GROS ISLET (ST LUCIA),
June 16:Australia did their arch-
rivals England a massive favour
with a five-wicket win over a
gritty Scotland as the Richie
Berrington-led side crashed out
of the T20 World Cup Super
Eight stage race here.
With England hammering

Namibia earlier in the day in a
rain-truncated game, all that Jos
Buttler's side needed was Aus-
tralia's win over Scotland to a get
a lifeline.
Australia scored 186/5 while

chasing 181 in 19.4 overs after
Scotland fought right until the
end to keep their hopes alive.
After putting on a formidable

total on board, Scotland had even
reduced an edgy Australia to 60/3
at one stage but their most suc-
cessful batters in this World Cup
— Travis Head (68) and Marcus
Stoinis (59) — delivered again.
"We spoke about sticking to

our plans. Scotland are a good
team, they have improved a lot
and we certainly wanted to re-
spect them," Australia skipper
Mitchell Marsh said after the
win. "We just wanted to stay con-
sistent and if we fail, we fail our
way. Whenever our team is chal-
lenged, it brings the best out of
us. Today we were challenged
and it was a good experience and
a good game of cricket. We start
fresh now," he added. 
With Australia's chase appear-

ing to be falling apart, the in-
from Head and Stoinis joined
forces to bring them back in the
game.
On a wicket where batters

could swing their willows with-
out fretting much over the pace
or movement off the surface, the
two seasoned campaigners put
the Scottish resolve to a stern test
with a sturdy 80-run association
for the third wicket off only 44
balls. Head smacked four sixes
and five fours to top score with
68 off a mere 49 balls but Stoinis
was more aggressive, cracking
nine fours and two sixes to make
a quickfire 59 from a mere 29
balls.
But before that, there were

some nervous moments for the

former champions when David
Warner (1) was removed from
the equation early, skipper
Mitchell Marsh failed to impose
himself, and Glenn Maxwell's
torrid run with the bat continued.
Maxwell was done in by one

from Mark Watt that straightened
enough to beat his bat and crash
into the top of the off-stump, ex-
tending the all-rounder's strug-
gles further with the bat, even
though he claimed two wickets in
the first half.
"I think the guys can hold their

head high. We played some really
good cricket throughout the tour-
nament. It was a great learning
for us. Obviously, we are a bit
disappointed given the position
we were in. We came here to
qualify but couldn't do that,"
Scotland captain Berrington said. 
Earlier, Scotland put their best

foot forward in terms of setting a
formidable total against the
heavyweights, finishing at 180
for five after being asked to bat
first. Australia had expectedly
rested some of their frontline
pacers and their absence was felt
with the others not producing as
much impact and control as their
first-choice bowling attack can.
Brandon McMullen was the

star with the bat for the Scots as
he took on the Australian bowl-
ing, hitting six sixes and two
fours to race to 60 from a mere
34 balls and set up a strong plat-
form for his side following an
early blow.
Aston Agar had cleaned up

opener Michael Jones for two in
the first over but the pair of Mc-
Mullen and George Munsey pro-
duced an excellent recovery for
Scotland, putting on 89 runs for
the second wicket in a mere 48
balls. If McMullen was more
belligerent of the two, Munsey
played his part well with a 23-
ball 35, which was studded with
three sixes and a couple of
fours.
After the pair was separated,

Scotland skipper Richie Berring-
ton took charge of taking his side
forward as he forged multiple
crucial stands with the following
batters to take them to 180. (PTI) 

Australia crush 
Scotland by 5 wickets;
England enter Super
Eight of T20 WC

BRIDGETOWN, June 16:
Test cricket remains in danger
and powerhouse India has a
"leadership role to play" in en-
suring the five-day game not just
survives but thrives in smaller
regions like the West Indies, its
CEO Johnny Grave told PTI.
Grave, who joined Cricket
West Indies (CWI) back in 2017,
lauded the BCCI's unwavering
commitment to Test cricket de-
spite a gruelling calendar but
said more needs to be done at the
ICC level to protect the red-ball
game outside the big three com-
prising India, England and Aus-
tralia.
Only the big three out of the
nine competing ICC full mem-
bers will play a five-match series

in the 2023-2025 World Test
Championship cycle. Three full
members -- Ireland, Afghanistan
and Zimbabwe -- have never
been part of the championship
introduced in 2019.
Grave, currently busy with co-
hosting of the T20 World Cup,
spoke his mind on future of the
game and the role he expects the
BCCI to play.
"India have a leadership role
to play. They're now the number
one board when it comes to
power, influence, and resources.
To date, they've been fantastic in
how they've continued to play
all three formats of the game,
their commitment to Test
cricket. I don't think it has ever
been as strong as it is now," said

Grave.
With the ICC being a mem-
bers' body, the BCCI's stance on
any subject carries huge signifi-
cance. Are they doing enough in
the leadership role?
"I think they are. They're be-
coming increasingly influential
in the key decisions that the ICC
makes. The BCCI were hugely
supportive in one of the biggest
things the ICC have achieved in
the last 12 months, which is get-
ting cricket back into the
Olympics.
"The fact that India came on
board and supported that bid
was absolutely, in my opinion,
crucial for the result that the ICC
got, which was the acceptance of
cricket into the LA Games.

"And we're already seeing
from the associate world in par-
ticular, that being an Olympic
sport has a very big impact on
them positively in terms of how
they can get money from gov-
ernment, get money from the
Olympic associations to drive
the game at all levels," he said
referring to the sport's return to
the Summer Games after 128
years. India have toured the
West Indies thrice in the last five
years, providing a massive fi-
nancial boost to the CWI, which
depends on media rights money
from Indian and English broad-
casters to keep the game afloat
in the Caribbean.
As of the now, series in the
WTC cycle are staged like bilat-

eral rubbers with the home
board pocketing all broadcast
revenues and the visiting teams
having to pay for their own
travel. Grave wants the ICC to
centralise at least the travel costs
as the West Indies have to spend
the most in crisscrossing the
world. "We have to have a
league mentality that we're all in
it together as the Test playing na-
tions. And I think the World Test
Championship is a start to that. I
think it's gaining some momen-
tum. I think it can be improved.  
"Centralise flights and accom-
modation within the World Test
Championship and take on those
costs as the costs of the league
rather than placing all that bur-
den on the participating teams as

we're so negatively disadvan-
taged by that," said the CWI
CEO. In Grave's words, the
CWI has not been in a better
place financially after multiple
tours from India and England in
the post-COVID era. The T20
World Cup, which is the first
ICC men's event held in the
Caribbean since 2010, will also
add to the coffers of CWI which
generates an annual revenue of
USD 50 million.
The six chosen venues needed
urgent renovation for being
World Cup ready and that has
been done at a cost of USD 50
million approximately, with half
of them spent on the Kensington
Oval in Barbados, where the
final will be staged.

"It's been 14 years since we
hosted our last men's event. And
it's hugely important (that we get
to host world events).
"... (building infrastructure)
It's a huge part of hosting a
World Cup because the legacy
of that means that the six
grounds that are hosting or play-
ing hosts for this World Cup will
have facilities that we, Cricket
West Indies and our home
boards, can benefit from for
hopefully the next decade," he
said The West Indies are co-
hosting the T20 showpiece with
USA and going forward, more
world events will be jointly
hosted and not just by the big
three, as it has been the case in
the last 10 years. (PTI) 

Ankita, Bhajan progress in Final Olympic
Qualifier after Deepika’s shock loss

DORTMUND (GERMANY),
June 16: By conceding a goal
after just 23 seconds, Italy made
the worst possible start to its Eu-
ropean Championship title de-
fense.
Thankfully for the Azzurri, it

soon got much better.
Italy recovered from letting in

the quickest goal in the tourna-
ment's 64-year history to beat Al-
bania 2-1 in Dortmund on
Saturday in an atmospheric Adri-
atic derby that immediately
threatened an upset.
Nedim Bajrami thrilled a heav-

ily pro-Albanian crowd at West-
falenstadion by pouncing on a
throw-in by Italy left back Fed-
erico Dimarco that failed to reach
teammate Alessandro Bastoni,
before taking a touch and smash-
ing a rising shot inside the near
post. Within 16 minutes, the Ital-
ians were ahead as Bastoni
headed in Lorenzo Pellegrini's
cross to the back post in the 11th
then Nicolo Barella struck home
a swerving first-time shot from
the edge of the area.
Barella was one of five sur-

vivors from the team that started
for Italy in the penalty-shootout

win over England in the 2021 Eu-
ropean Championship final.
The pressure was on Italy's

new-look side under Luciano
Spalletti to win its opener given
the other teams in Group B are
three-time champion Spain and
Croatia, a World Cup semifinalist
in 2022. Spain beat Croatia 3-0
earlier Saturday.
Bajrami's goal gave the Az-

zurri a jolt and created some his-
tory — it was much quicker than
the previous fastest in the tourna-
ment's lifespan, which was 67
seconds by Russia's Dmitri
Kirichenko in 2004.
Yet they controlled the game

after that, dominating possession
to a backdrop of jeers and boos
from a sea of red in the crowd.
It's now just one loss in 12

matches under Spalletti, who
took over last August — three
months after leaving Napoli fol-
lowing its Italian league triumph
— and was tasked with restoring
national pride after Italy failed to
qualify for the World Cup for a
second straight time. Italy is
clearly more at home in the Eu-
ropean Championship as it goes
for a record-tying third title. (AP) 

Italy recovers to beat Albania 2-1 at Euro
2024 after conceding goal after 23 seconds
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No concerns about Kohli’s form, couple of
dismissals won’t change anything: Rathour
LAUDERHILL (FLORIDA),
June 16: Virat Kohli’s string of
single digit scores in the ongoing
T20 World Cup is hardly a concern
as he has been in superb touch dur-
ing nets and is looking hungrier
than ever ahead of the Super Eight,
India’s batting coach Vikram
Rathour said.

Kohli, who was the highest run-
scorer in the IPL, went through a
dry run so far scoring 1, 4 and 0
against Ireland, Pakistan and USA
respectively.

The moment the question
popped up at the post-match media
conference after the game against
Canada got washed out on Satur-
day, Rathour was ready with the
answer.

“I love it when every time I
come there is a question about
Virat Kohli, whether he is doing
well or not. No concern at all, no
concern at all,” Rathour said.

“He (Kohli) has been batting su-
perbly from the tournament that he
came from (IPL). Couple of dis-
missals here, doesn’t change any-
thing, he is batting really well.”

Rathour is confident that India’s

No. 1 batter would come good
when it matters the most.

“Actually, it’s good that he is a
little hungrier, he is really keen to
do well and really switched on. It’s
a good space to be as a batsman, I
think.

“Looking forward to some good
games and we’ve watched some
good innings from him.”

The batting coach sidestepped
the query about whether playing
four all-rounders, including
Shivam Dube and Axar Patel, is
cast in stone or not.

“Again, we need to be a flexible
team. We need to look at the con-
ditions that are in front of us and be
ready to deal with those. So as a
team, we are going to be really
flexible, I think.

“We’ll react to what (conditions)
we get on the day. We have enough
sources in our team to deal with
any kind of conditions,” he said.

Some game time in Florida
ahead of Super Eights would have
surely helped, he said.

“But if the game had happened
that would have really helped us.
We were really looking forward to

playing a game, to play a good
game of cricket. There’s always a
concern when you play a game in
conditions like this that some in-
jury can happen.

“You’re already in Super 8 and
that’s the last thing (injury) you
want to happen before you enter
the serious part of the tournament.”

Rathour admitted that the choc-
a-bloc schedule of Super Eight
with hardly any time between the
games isn’t an ideal situation.

“Again, not ideal. It would have
been great if we could have gotten
a game today. But now this is what
it is. So, we look forward to having
a couple of good practice days in
Barbados and getting into the
game. So again, now the matches
will happen simultaneously after
one day.

“So, as a team I think we are
ready. We are used to this kind of
schedule. We have done it in the
past and I am sure we will do it re-

ally well this time as well.”
Rathour also felt that ICC should

tell fans why the whole ground
here wasn’t covered.

“This question should be asked
to the ICC people. I won’t be able
to answer that. I don’t know the
reason why it was not covered and
why it didn’t have enough covers
to cover the whole ground.

“If they would have covered it,
definitely that would have helped.
But now it’s not there and this is
what we’ve got.”

The batting coach didn’t want to
read too much into the New York
drop-in strip which was hardly
ideal for batting.

“It’s good. You should be able to
play on all types of wickets. We
have the skills to play in all types
of conditions and do well. So, we
have got the difficult wickets.

“Hopefully, we will get good
wickets in the tournament.

“And if we get turning wickets,
we have 4 spin options, we have
enough fast bowlers as well. So,
whichever conditions come, I think
we are really equipped to deal with
that,” he added. (PTI)
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NEW DELHI, June 16: Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma are in this Indian set-
up because of their ability to play defin-
ing knocks when it matters the most and
Sanjay Manjrekar wouldn’t mind a few
underwhelming group league scores
from the two megastars if they can make
a difference in the semi-final or final of
the ongoing T20 World Cup.

While Kohli has failed to reach double
digits in all three completed games, skip-
per Rohit was in good nick during his
fifty against Ireland but didn’t score
many against Pakistan and USA in the
subsequent matches.

“Ideally, if you have gone for people
like Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli, then
you have gone for experience. You want
to take your experienced players in
World Cup to deliver when it really mat-
ters,” Manjrekar told PTI in an exclusive
interview.

The former India player added, “So, I
don’t mind if certain players are out of
form. Coming into the knockouts, if they
play a defining innings in a semi-final or
the final to win the title, that’s the kind
of expectation you must have from your
senior players.

“If a youngster comes to the fore,
that’s a bonus like it happened in 1992

with Pakistan, with Inzamam ul Haq. It’s
the seniors who have to make the major
contribution and that is why I guess se-
lectors go for experience in T20 World
Cup or World Cups generally.”

Manjrekar, who has played 37 Tests
and 74 ODIs, is one of the most re-
spected cricket analysts and when asked
about the legendary duo’s future in T20Is
post World Cup, he felt that it could be
answered by the players themselves or
the national chairman of selectors.

“I think it’s a question best asked to
chairman of selectors what their plans
are and the two individuals can tell what
their plans are and how the selection
committee is going to be thinking and I
think there’s fair bit left in the tourna-
ment before they start thinking on those
lines,” the Mumbaikar said.

Dube in Windies? Let’s wait and
watch

Shivam Dube, the toast of Chennai
Super Kings’ IPL campaign, hasn’t ex-
actly looked at ease on the tough New
York strip and seems to be struggling
when the ball isn’t coming onto the bat.

Since he is a designated power-hitter,
the jury is still out on his utility on the
Caribbean tracks, where hitting through
the line might not be the best option.

“We will have to wait and see. You are
right because the hitting that you saw
from Shivam Dube was on some of the
flattest pitches in the world and also a
long league (IPL) where a lot doesn’t
hinge on one game. So the pressures of
World Cup are different.

“So, we need to wait and see if
Shivam Dube can replicate what he did
in the IPL against the spinners. You are

right as it isn’t going to be as easy to hit
the spinners as it was on Indian pitches,
and so we need to see if Dube can up-
grade his power-hitting skills against
spinners on these tracks,” Manjrekar as-
sessed.

Rishabh at No. 3 is a brilliant move
Manjrekar didn’t envisage Rishabh

Pant getting promoted to No. 3 but it has
turned out to be a master-stroke as the

flamboyant left-hander was easily
India’s best batter on view during the
group league stage.

“They (team management) want more
and more impact players, at every posi-
tion down the order and Rishabh Pant, I
didn’t expect him to be batting at No. 3,
and what a brilliant move it has turned
out to be, starting from that warm-up
game against Bangladesh, when Samson
and Rohit Sharma took some time to get
used to the surface,” he opined.

“Pant has showed his class. He has
been India’s best batter in this tourna-
ment so far, and on a difficult pitch, and
that is Rishabh Pant’s class. That they
gave him the No. 3 slot also ensured that
India don’t have six right-handers like
they had in that 50-over World Cup and
the only left-hander India had was Jadeja
at No. 7.”

If pitches offer turn in WI, India might
opt for finger spinners

Kuldeep Yadav, India’s best spinner in
last 18 months, has been on the bench as
they opted for four all-rounders (two
seam bowling and two spin bowling)
during the USA leg of the tour.

The pitches in West Indies are sup-
posed to be conducive for spinners but if
it’s a rank turner, India might just go

with their two finger spinners rather than
any of the two wrist spinners, reckoned
Manjrekar.

“The thing about pitches in the West
Indies is that if India comes across a real
turning pitch, then they might just be
happy having finger spinners (Ravindra
Jadeja and Axar Patel) because if you see
in India, when we have rank turners, you
always see that you have Ashwin and
Jadeja, so that might suffice.

“Kuldeep Yadav’s great strength is
that if there isn’t much in the pitch, he
will extract more from the pitch than any
other spinner, plus the kind of artistry
that he has, plus all those kind of
bowlers’ value hasn’t been seen because
there is so much in the pitches, all you
needed are bowlers who can bowl accu-
rately.”

The interview was facilitated by Dis-
ney+ Hotstar, which also streams an ex-
clusive first-of-its-kind LIVE cricket
show, ‘Caught & Bold’ featuring Harb-
hajan Singh, S. Sreesanth, Piyush
Chawla, Ambati Rayudu, Sanjay Man-
jrekar and a host of other former crick-
eters from around the world.

The ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2024
is streaming LIVE and FREE on mobile
on Disney+ Hotstar. (PTI)

If Rohit or Kohli plays defining knocks on big days,
group league scores won’t matter: Manjrekar

                                    
                         

NEW DELHI, June 16: Tokyo Olympics
bronze medallist boxer Lovlina Borgohain
lost to China’s Li Qian to settle for a silver
medal in the women’s 75kg contest at the
Grand Prix Usti nad Labem in the Czech
Republic. The Paris Olympic-bound Bor-
gohain lost by a 2-3 split verdict in her final
bout against the reigning Asian Games
champion late Saturday night.

Qian, who is a two-time Olympic medal-
list and has a three World Championships
medals, including a gold under her belt,
had defeated Borgohain in the summit
clash of the Asian Games last year.

Lovlina said this will hold her in good
stead going into the Paris Olympics.

“Participating in this competition has
been a very good experience for me. I won
a silver this tournament before the
Olympics was very important for me as far
as my preparation is concerned. This will
be beneficial to him. I thank the Boxing
Federation of India, TOPS (Target Olympic
Podium Scheme) and Government of
India,” Lovlina said in a video, which was

posted by Mansukh Mandaviya. Man-
daviya lauded Lovlina for her performance.

“Congratulations to @LovlinaBorgohai
for winning the Silver Medal at Grand Prix
2024. She displayed great skills. Her suc-
cess in the boxing ring is an inspiration for
upcoming athletes. Best wishes for future
endeavours,” the sports minister tweeted.
The tournament, being hosted under the
aegis of World Boxing, featured four box-
ers in the women’s 75kg category -- Bor-
gohain, Cindy Ngamba of the Refugee
Boxing Team, Qian and England’s Chantal
Reid -- and is being held in a round robin
format. Borgohain managed only one win
in the tournament, losing two of her three
bouts. The Assam boxer had registered a
hard-fought split decision win in her open-
ing bout over England’s Chantal Reid be-
fore losing to Ngamba and Qian. The
26-year-old, who is the lone Indian com-
peting in the tournament, is preparing for a
second Olympic medal. She is one of six
Indian boxers who have qualified for the
Paris Olympics. (PTI)

Lovlina loses to Li Qian, clinches silver in Grand Prix

HAMBURG, GERMANY, June 16: Nether-
lands forward Wout Weghorst loves to make a
big impression off the bench and he did it again
Sunday late in a 2-1 win over Poland at the Eu-
ropean Championship.

The imposing striker struck with a low left-
foot shot in the 83rd minute with his first touch
after coming on to replace Memphis Depay who
had wasted several shooting chances. Weghorst
might not look the most elegant player, but his
reputation for being effective was earned at the
2022 World Cup with two late goals against Ar-
gentina to force extra time in a memorable quar-
terfinal against the eventual champion.

This time, Weghorst’s goal was worth a win
that puts some pressure on Group D favorite
France, which already beat the Dutch twice in
qualifying last year and plays Austria on Mon-
day. “I said it this morning to my girlfriend:
‘Scores level, 0-0, 1-1, 20 minutes to go.’ It was
a bit later. But you feel it and visualize it for
yourself,” Weghorst told Dutch broadcaster
NOS. Poland was forced to cope without its in-
jured star Robert Lewandowski but soon found
a goal from his replacement who matured in
Major League Soccer.

Adam Buksa used all his 1.91 meter (6-foot-

3) height — a bit shorter than Weghorst at 1.97
meters — when circled by four Dutch defenders
at a 16th-minute corner to guide a header into
the net. Buksa had 2 ½ prolific years with New
England Revolution until returning in 2022 to
join French club Lens. Cody Gakpo leveled in
the 29th with a shot that was deflected and de-
ceived goalkeeper Wojciech Szczęsny. It was
fair reward for a vibrant first half for the Dutch.

Gakpo is a fast starter at major tournaments.
He scored in all three group-stage games at the
World Cup that led the Netherlands to a clash
with Argentina. That day in Doha, Weghorst also
replaced Depay when he came on in the 78th.

Weghorst then had a testy exchange with Li-

onel Messi in a post-game interview area that
became a viral meme after the Argentina great
barked at the former Manchester United forward
to stop staring at him. A reliable option for the
Dutch, Weghorst now has four goals in five na-
tional-team games this year and he scored three
more in the Euro 2024 qualifying group — com-
pared to the seven goals he scored for his Ger-
man club Hoffenheim this season.

The Netherlands win was preserved by goal-
keeper Bart Verbruggen with key late saves from
substitute Karol Świderski and, with the last
touch of the game, a long-range shot by Nicola
Zalewski.

Lewandowski sat out the game to rest a leg
muscle injury and is targeting Poland’s second
game, against Austria on Friday. The Dutch will
play France on Friday, also getting a full day’s
more rest than its next opponent.

About 50,000 Dutch fans made the short trip
to Hamburg and there was a shooting incident
involving police before the game in the down-
town St. Pauli district near where many had
gathered. It did not seem related to the soccer.

Police said they shot and injured a man who
was threatening them with an ax and a Molotov
cocktail. (AP)

KINGSTOWN (ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES), June
16: Bangladesh will look to iron out their flaws and seal the second
Super Eight spot from Group D when they take on a tricky Nepal in the
T20 World Cup here on Monday.

With four points, Bangladesh are all set to progress further in the tour-
nament from the last group in the competition but a spirited Nepal will
pose a strong threat.

Even though they have not yet won a game and are out of race for the
next round, Nepal’s confidence will be sky high after they nearly pulled
off a win against South Africa and will be keen on fulfilling their dream
of beating a  Test-playing nation before signing off.

The equation for Bangladesh, however, could change if they lose to
Nepal by a big margin and the Netherlands manage to do the same
against a struggling Sri Lanka — an unlikely scenario indeed but this
tournament has thrown its share of surprises.

Teams (from):
Bangladesh: Najmul Hossain Shanto (c), Taskin Ahmed, Litton Das,

Soumya Sarkar, Tanzid Hasan Tamim, Shakib Al Hasan, Tawhid Hridoy,
Mahmud Ullah Riyad, Jaker Ali Anik, Tanvir Islam, Shak Mahedi Hasan,
Rishad Hossain, Mustafizur Rahman, Shoriful Islam, Tanzim Hasan
Sakib. Travelling reserves: Afif Hossain, Hasan Mahmud.

Nepal: Rohit Paudel (c), Aasif Sheikh, Anil Kumar Sah, Kushal Bhur-
tel, Kushal Malla, Dipendra Singh Airee, Lalit Rajbanshi, Karan KC,
Gulshan Jha, Sompal Kami, Pratis GC, Sundeep Jora, Abinash Bohara,
Sagar Dhakal and Kamal Singh Airee.

Match starts at 5:00AM IST.
Sri Lanka look to sign off on a high
Gros Islet (St Lucia): Wary of the Dutch firepower and current form,

the 2014 champions Sri Lanka, who are placed fifth in Group D, will
take on the third-placed Netherlands.

Already out of reckoning for the Super Eight round, Sri Lanka’s pride
will be at stake given they have had a tournament to forget, marred with
multiple issues on and off the field.

For the Scott Edwards-led Netherlands team, there will be a great deal
of motivation to bring out their best and hope for a big win as well as
luck to favour them.

Netherlands have notched wins in two out of three games in this tour-
nament yet they find themselves nearly eliminated in a tight Group D,
from which South Africa have already sailed through.

Teams (from):
Sri Lanka: Wanindu Hasaranga (c), Charith Asalanka, Kusal Mendis

(wk), Pathum Nissanka, Kamindu Mendis, Sadeera Samarawickrama,
Angelo Mathews, Dasun Shanaka, Dhananjaya De Silva, Maheesh
Theekshana, Dunith Wellalage, Dushmantha Chameera, Nuwan
Thushara, Matheesha Pathirana, Dilshan Madushanka.

Netherlands: Scott Edwards (c&wk), Aryan Dutt, Bas de Leede,
Daniel Doram, Fred Klaassen, Logan van Beek, Max O’Dowd, Michael
Levitt, Paul van Meekeren, Sybrand Engelbrecht, Teja Nidamanuru, Tim
Pringle, Vikram Singh, Viv Kingma, Wesley Barresi.

Match starts at 6:00AM IST.
New Zealand eye consolatory win over PNG
Tarouba (Trinidad and Tobago): A consolatory win over a lowly Papua

New Guinea would be the best that the New Zealand can walk away
with in this T20 World Cup, with curtains coming down on their cam-
paign prematurely.

For a team as consistent as New Zealand in ICC tournaments, the
Kiwis have paid a heavy price for being sluggish at the start as a couple
of defeats upfront led to their surprisingly early exit.

The game will, however, carry a massive significance for the Kiwi
group as Trent Boult has confirmed this is his last T20 World Cup for
the country and the Kane Williamson-led side will be motivated to give
their best against PNG, who have lost each of their three matches so far.

Teams (from):
New Zealand: Kane Williamson (c), Finn Allen, Trent Boult, Michael

Bracewell, Mark Chapman, Devon Conway (wk), Lockie Ferguson,
Matt Henry, Daryl Mitchell, Jimmy Neesham, Glenn Phillips (wk),
Rachin Ravindra, Mitchell Santner, Ish Sodhi, Tim Southee.

Papua New Guinea: Assadollah Vala (c), Alei Nao, Chad Soper, CJ
Amini, Hila Vare, Hiri Hiri, Jack Gardner, John Kariko, Kabua Vagi
Morea, Kipling Doriga (wk), Lega Siaka, Norman Vanua, Sema Kamea,
Sese Bau, Tony Ura.

Match starts at 8:00PM IST. (PTI)

Supersub Wout Weghorst scores late again in
Netherlands’ 2-1 win over Poland at Euro 2024

B’desh look to seal Super 
Eight spot in clash against Nepal;

New Zealand take on PNG

NORTH SOUND (ANTIGUA),
June 16: England’s defense of the
Twenty20 World Cup title lived on
for a few more hours after a must-
win over Namibia in a rain-affected
match on Saturday.

To reach the Super Eight, Eng-
land first had to beat Namibia in
their maiden T20 matchup. Persist-
ent showers almost ruined the
chance, but the match started three
hours late and was reduced to 11
overs, then 10 overs after another
heavy shower. England was made
to bat first and rallied to 122-5.

Namibia, given a rain-adjusted
target of 126, managed only 84-3
and lost by 41 runs.

England did what it had to, then
had to wait a few more hours and
hope Scotland lost to Australia in
Saint Lucia to be sure of advancing
from Group B.

England was anxious for most of
the day, thanks to the weather. It
had already suffered one washout
— its opener against Scotland —
and a second washout in four group
games would have sent it home.

Because of what was at stake, the
umpires waited as long as possible
at Sir Vivian Richards Stadium to
get play underway.

England lost the plot early. Only
one run was taken from the opening
over bowled by 39-year-old David
Wiese, captain Jos Buttler was
bowled for a duck by fast bowler
Ruben Trumpelmann, and Wiese
returned to nick out the other
opener, Phil Salt.

England was 13-2 after 13 balls.
Jonny Bairstow and Harry Brook

counterattacked. Bairstow made 31
off 18 balls just before the last rain
delay. Brook finished with an un-
beaten 47 off 20, and had late sup-
port from Moeen Ali and Liam
Livingstone, who both contributed
to taking 21 runs off the last over.

Namibia’s chase was relatively
fast but not fast enough. Opener
Michael van Lingen, after 33 off 29,
was pulled out under the pretense of
retiring hurt, and Wiese inserted to up
the run rate. He duly delivered 27
off 12 but it was too late. (PTI)

England wins rain-
affected T20 WC match

against Namibia
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