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Maintain status quo, orders apex court benc

Violation of order on demolition drive: SC seeks replies from Assam govt, others

NEW DELHI, Sept 30: The
Supreme Court on Monday sought
the responses of the Assam govern-
ment and others on a plea seeking
initiation of contempt proceedings
for the alleged violation of the apex
court’s order that had said there
shall be no demolition of properties
across the country without its per-
mission.

A bench of Justices B R Gavai
and K V Viswanathan also asked
the parties to maintain status quo in
the matter.

The top court had, on September
17, said there will be no demolition
of properties, including of those ac-
cused of crimes, till October 1,
without its permission.

The plea seeking initiation of
contempt proceedings against the
authorities concerned over pro-
posed demolitions in Assam’s Son-
apur came up for hearing before the
court on Monday.

appearing in the court on behalf of
the petitioners, said there has been
an “egregious violation” and breach
of the apex court’s order that had cat-
egorically said there should be no
demolition without its permission.
When the bench said it would
issue a notice on the plea, Ahmadi
requested that the status quo should

Senior advocate Huzefa Ahmadi,  be maintained. “Issue notice, return-

TarenBoro to receive National Award for
contribution to literature and culture

HT Correspondent
HOWRAGHAT, Sept 30: Taren Boro, former President of the Boro
Sahitya Sabha and Convener of the Boro Advisory Board of the Sahitya
Academy, has been selected for the National Award in recognition of his
outstanding contribution to literature and culture.

The award will be presented on October 2 in New Delhi, on the occa-
sion of Gandhi Jayanti, at Pragati Maidan.

Born on November 1, 1955, in Kokrajhar, Taren Boro earned his MA
from Guwahati University in 1978 and later retired from the Reserve
Bank of India, Guwahati. He was an active member of the Central Com-
mittee of the Boro Sahitya Sabha from 1984 to 1990, holding several key
positions, including secretary, joint secretary, treasurer, vice-president,
and president. He also served as the Secretary of the Guwahati Branch
of the All India Reserve Bank Employees Union in 2005.

A prominent writer, Boro has authored over 14 books, encompassing
plays, short stories, novels, and poems. He has been honored with nu-
merous awards from various institutions.

Among his accolades are the People’s Leader Bhibhav Deuri Ekta
Award, Mohammad Ibrahim Ali Literature Award, Assam Sports and Cul-
tural Award, Ahmed Ali Baskhand Literature Award, and Best Social
Worker Award. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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able in three weeks. In the mean-
time, parties shall maintain status
quo,” the bench said.

Several pleas, which have alleged
that properties of those accused of
crimes are being demolished in sev-
eral states, are pending in the top
court. While hearing these pleas on
September 17, the court had ob-
served that even one instance of il-

legal demolition was against the
“ethos” of the Constitution.

“Till the next date of hearing, we
direct that there shall be no demoli-
tion anywhere across the country,
without seeking leave of this court,”
the bench had said and posted the
pleas for hearing on October 1.

“We further clarify that our order
would not be applicable if there is
an unauthorised structure in any
public place such as road, street,
footpath, abutting railway line or
any river body or water bodies and
also, to cases where there is an order
for demolition made by a court of
law,” the apex court had said.

Hearing the petitions on Septem-
ber 2, the court had questioned how
anybody’s house can be demolished
just because he is an accused in a
case. The court was hearing peti-
tions filed by the Jamiat Ulama-i-
Hind and others seeking directions
to various states to ensure no further
demolition (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

h _Assam BJP ahead of all other state units

In achieving membership target: Himanta

GUWAHATI, Sept 30: The Assam BJP is ahead of
the party’s other state units in achieving membership
targets with 53 lakh people already enrolled, chief
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said on Monday.

Speaking to reporters after attending a meeting to
review the membership exercise at the state BJP head-
quarters here, he said the entire drive was being con-
ducted online, with physical form fill-up kept for a
later stage.

“So far, 53 lakh members have already registered.
With regards to fulfilling the target for membership
set for different states, we have achieved 85 per cent
of our target already and are at the top position,” he
said.

The membership target is set at 75 per cent of the
total votes polled by the BJP in a particular state in
this year’s Lok Sabha elections, he added.

The party, which had bagged nine out of 14 seats in
Assam, had polled over 63.25 lakh votes.

Sarma said the Assam unit had set a target of en-
rolling 40,000 members in each of the 126 assembly
constituencies, and it has already been achieved in 71
constituencies.

“By October 9, we are hopeful that we will be able
to cross 40,000 members in over 90 constituencies,”

P

He said Dibrugarh district has made the highest en-
rolment till date, while his Jalukbari constituency is
the only one to cross the 1 lakh membership mark.

The enrolment figures have been low in Kokrajhar
and Dhubri Lok Sabha constituencies, Sarma said.

It has also been slow in parts of the Diphu Lok
Sabha seat, he said, attributing it to low mobile net-
work coverage.

“To touch 53 lakh members already from 18 lakh
last year is a big achievement. It has been possible due
to our leaders and the team,” the chief minister said.
He said the physical membership drive will be initi-
ated after the end of the online exercise on October 9

he added.

Assam embraces transparency, rejects corruption: CM

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 30: Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Monday said that the state is pro-
gressing towards a new era of trans-
parency as it has left behind an era
of corruption.

Sarma was speaking during a
programme at the Veterinary col-
lege field in Guwahati where he
handed over the first instalment of
% 75,000 to 25,238 entrepreneurs
under the Mukhyamantrir At-
manirbhar Assam Abhiyan.

“Assam is leaving behind an era
of corruption and negativity, and is
now on the path to peace, stability,
and development,” an official state-
ment quoted Sarma as saying.

Sarma also reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to fulfilling its
election promises, adding, “The
present state government had

pledged to provide 1 lakh govern-
ment jobs, a promise that has been
successfully fulfilled with the re-
cruitment of 1 lakh candidates”.

“Furthermore, the state govern-
ment has gone beyond this pledge
by providing an additional 40,000
government jobs. The successful
completion of several recruitment
drives, including the Assam Direct
Recruitment Exam, teacher recruit-
ment, and ongoing police recruit-
ment, all of which have boosted the
morale of the state’s youth,” he
added.

Emphasising transparency,
Sarma noted that each recruitment
process has been conducted without
any malpractices, thereby instilling
trust in the system.

“The state government has erad-
icated corruption in recruitment,
from Anganwadi workers to ASHA

Mlayaproposes projects ~ Rescue operations continue as over 200

worth3 1.2 lakh crore to
16" Finance Commission

SHILLONG, Sept 30: Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad K Sangma on Monday
proposed projects worth ¥ 1.2 lakh crore
to the Arvind Panagariya-led 16th Finance
Commission (XVI-FC), officials said.

Sangma proposed the projects while
making a presentation before the XVI-FC,
which will make its recommendations
available by October 31, 2025, covering
an award period of five years commencing
April 1, 2026.

Lauding the presentation, Panagariya
told reporters, “The chief minister was
very engaged. One could see the passion
and the engagement he has with the state’s
development. We were very impressed
with what we saw. The presentation itself
was very extensive. It covers numerous
programmes relating to demography, ge-
ography and tourism.”

“The state has some very specific sug-
gestions and in particular, the pitch for a
larger proportion of the state’s share to be
devolved based on forests. While the 15th
Finance Commission has given a weight
of 10 per cent to forest and ecology,
Meghalaya’s proposal is we raise it to 15
per cent,” he said.

Panagariya said the state also suggested
the introduction of a new criterion called
the rural dispersion of the population.

“In this, they said 2.5 to 5 per cent
weight be given. If we are able to do it then
this will be a (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

FM asks taxman to analyse cases
lost at HCs, SC to draw lessons

NEW DELHI, Sept 30: Union finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman has
asked the Income Tax Department to “analyse” court cases the taxman
lost over the last decade in order to draw lessons and ensure litigation
disputes are eliminated, official sources said Monday.

The minister has also asked the department to prepare a list of “expert”
tax law advocates so that they can represent the I-T Department or the
revenue side effectively at judicial forums including in insolvency cases
before the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), the sources said.

The decisions were taken during a meeting of the top brass of the tax
department and its administrative authority, the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT), held in Delhi last month.

The principal chief commissioners and directors general of the I-T de-
partment apart from the CBDT chairman, members and officers were part
of the meeting, they said.

The sources told PTI that finance minister Sitharaman directed the
CBDT to “audit” the cases won or lost by the department at various high
courts and the Supreme Court over the last 10 years.

She especially mentioned *“analysing” the lost ones (by the revenue
side) so that lessons can be learnt from them, corrective action be taken
and litigation between the taxpayer and the taxman is minimised, accord-
ing to the sources. She also sought an “analysis” of the duration of the
cases pending at these two forums of higher judiciary along with the time
taken to dispose these litigations, they said. The Modi government, since
taking charge in 2014, has brought in a number of measures to reduce lit-
igation in the I-T department after it was found (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

in recent years.

nesses.

Incessant rainfall over the weekend triggered
floods and landslides, wreaking havoc in Kath-
mandu and most of the districts of Nepal.

At least 205 people have been killed with 24 oth-
ers still missing in the continuous rainfall, floods,
landslides and inundation, Home Ministry officials
said, adding that Kathmandu alone recorded 56
deaths related to the natural disaster.

According to the officials, 130 people have been
injured nationwide in the disaster.

The Home Ministry said all security agencies
have been deployed for relief efforts following the
floods and landslides, and the Nepal Army, Nepal
Police and Armed Police Force personnel have res-
cued around 4,500 disaster-affected individuals so
far. While those injured are receiving free treatment,
food and other emergency relief materials have been
provided to others affected by the floods.

Hundreds of people are facing a shortage of food,
safe drinking water and sanitation in Kathmandu
following the natural disaster, according to eyewit-

Market prices have also soared as vegetables
coming from India and other districts of the country
have been temporarily halted due to obstruction in
major highways due to landslides.

At least 20 hydropower plants with a combined
capacity of 1,100 MW suffered damages due to
floods and landslides in the past three days, leading

people killed in floods, land

KATHMANDU, Sept 30: Search and rescue oper-
ations continued in Nepal for the third consecutive
day on Monday after monsoon-induced floods and
landslides killed more than 200 people in one of the
worst rain-related disasters in the Himalayan nation

slides in Nepal

other major cities, officials said.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli, who
returned home from his visit to the US to attend the
United Nations General Assembly on Monday, said
the government will not leave any stone unturned in
rescue and relief distribution works and urged all
sides to cooperate with the government.

Earlier, an all-party meeting convened on Sunday
by Officiating Prime Minister Prakash Man Singh
at the Prime Minister’s Office in Singha Durbar de-
cided to enhance rescue, relief, and re-establishment
efforts during the ongoing disaster caused by heavy

rains. A task force was also formed to assess the de-

tails of the damage caused within a 15-day deadline.
The Disaster Management Executive Committee
said it will provide a relief amount to the families of
those missing. If the missing person is not found
within 10 days, their family will be provided the
same amount as that given to the kin of a person
killed in the rain-induced (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

workers, as well as in the Assam
Public Service Commission. The
Assam Direct Recruitment Exam,
in particular, has set new standards
by allowing candidates to take
home their question papers and pro-
viding the option of accessing OMR
sheets for verification,” the chief
minister further said.

It may be noted that under the
Mukhyamantrir Atmanirbhar
Assam Abhiyan initiative, entrepre-
neurs with general qualifications
would receive a total of X 2 lakh, of
which X 1 lakh would be provided
as a grant and the remaining X 1
lakh as a loan.

“Entrepreneurs with professional
qualifications, such as those holding
degrees in engineering or medicine,
are eligible for ¥ 5 lakhs, with X 2.5
lakh as a grant and ¥ 2.5 lakh as a
loan,” (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

39 sub-districts to
become operational
In Assam from Oct 4

GUWAHATI, Sept 30: Thirty-
nine sub-districts of Assam, formed
to increase administrative effi-
ciency, will become functional from
October 4, an official notification
said. The headquarters of these sub-
districts, called ‘Xama-zilla’ in As-
samese, will also become
operational on the same day, it said.
“The Governor of Assam is pleased
to notify that the sub-districts are
known as ‘Xama-Zilla’ in As-
samese and 39 nos. of the following
Sub-districts “Xama-Zilla’ along
with the headquarters shall become
functional with effect from 4th Oc-
tober 2024 in the public interest,”
said the notification, signed by
General Administration Depart-
ment commissioner and secretary
MS Manivannan.

The sub-districts will be headed
by an assistant district commis-
sioner and aided by two assistant
commissioners, besides officials
and staff of various relevant depart-
ments.

The state government had earlier
decided to create the sub-districts
for administrative expediency to
derive maximum synergy, produc-
tivity and efficiency at the grass-
roots level and in aid of a good
citizen-centric administration. (PTI)

in parts where mobile network coverage is low. (PTI)

Over 20k polling staff
mobilised for final phase of
assembly elections in J-K

JAMMU, Sept 30: Over 20,000
polling staff have been mobilised
Monday across seven districts of
Jammu and Kashmir on the eve of
third and final phase of assembly
elections which will decide the elec-
toral fate of 415 candidates including
two former deputy chief ministers
Tara Chand and Muzaffar Beig, offi-
cials said.

The highlight of the voting will be
participation of west Pakistani
refugees, Valmiki Samaj and Gorkha
community who got the voting rights
in assembly, urban local bodies and
panchayat elections only after the
abrogation of Article 370. They have
earlier voted in panchayat and urban
local bodies polls in 2018.

Over 39.18 lakh voters are eligible
to exercise their franchise at 5,060
polling stations in this crucial phase,
covering 40 assembly segments in
Jammu, Udhampur, Samba and
Kathua in the Jammu region and
Baramulla, Bandipora and Kupwara
in north Kashmir, on October 1.

Additional Director General of
Police (ADGP), Jammu zone, Anand
Jain, said adequate security arrange-
ments have been put in place in the
poll-bound areas to ensure “terror-
free and peaceful” polling.

Amid tight security arrangements,
thousands of election staff along
with poll material left their respec-
tive district headquarters this morn-
ing to take positions at their
designated polling stations by this
evening.

The voter turnout was robust in
the earlier phases, with 61.38 per
cent participation recorded in the

first phase on September 18 and
57.31 per cent in the second phase
on September 26. This is the first As-
sembly election in Jammu and Kash-
mir since the abrogation of Article
370 of the Constitution in August
2019, with the results set to be an-
nounced on October 8.

According to J&K chief electoral
officer Pandurang K Pole, more than
39.18 lakh voters are eligible to ex-
ercise their electoral franchise in the
final phase across the 40 assembly
constituencies — 24 in Jammu region
and 16 in Kashmir valley.

In Jammu division, Jammu district
accounts for the highest number of
11 segments (Bishnah-SC, Suchet-
garh-SC, R S Pura, Jammu South,
Bahu, Jammu East, Nagrota, Jammu
West, Jammu North, Akhnoor-SC
and Chhamb), followed by six seats
in Kathua district (Bani, Billawar,
Basohli, Jasrota, Kathua-SC and Hi-
ranagar), four in Udhampur district
(Udhampur West, Udhampur East,
Chenni and Ramnagar-SC) and three
in Samba (Ramgarh-SC, Samba and
Vijaypur).

Similarly in Kashmir division, 16
assembly constituencies including
Karnah, Tregham, Kupwara, Lolab,
Handwara and Langate fall in Kup-
wara district, Sopore, Rafiabad, Uri,
Baramulla, Gulmarg, Wagoora-
Kreeri and Pattan in Baramulla dis-
trict and Sonawari, Bandipora,
Gurez (ST) in Bandipora district.

Pole said a total of 5,060 polling
stations have been set up across the
poll-bound districts. He said there
will be 50 polling booths managed
by women, (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

14.3 per cent of elderly respondents reported living alone

Study reveals growing trend of solo
ageing among elderly in India

NEW DELHI, Sept 30: A recent
study has shed light on the increas-
ing trend of solo ageing among
India’s elderly population, one of
the key reasons for this shift is the
increasing preference for financial
and social independence.

Conducted in September to coin-
cide with the International Day of
Older Persons on October 1, the
study by Agewell Foundation titled
‘Study on Solo Aging with Special
Focus on the Status of Older People
Living Alone’ surveyed 10,000 eld-
erly individuals across rural and
urban areas.

According to the study, 14.3 per
cent of elderly respondents reported
living alone, with a higher prevalence
in urban areas (15 per cent) com-
pared to rural regions (13.4 per

cent). Among those living alone,
41.9 per cent—including 46.5 per
cent of elderly women—had been
living independently for more than
five years.

Despite the challenges of solo
ageing, 46.9 per cent of these re-
spondents expressed happiness with
their lives, while 41.5 per cent ad-
mitted dissatisfaction.

One of the key reasons for this
shift towards solo ageing is the in-
creasing preference for independ-
ence, both financial and social, the
study said.

More than 31 per cent of elderly
respondents stated that people opt to
live alone for independence, while
26.7 per cent pointed to the socio-
economic changes such as the mi-
gration of younger generations and
the rise of nuclear families.

Additionally, 21.5 per cent noted
that privacy and personal space
were critical factors in choosing to
age alone.

The study also highlighted the
emotional and mental health chal-
lenges associated with solo ageing.

Nearly 41 per cent of elderly re-
spondents living alone reported that

their mental health had been nega-
tively affected, while approximately
32 per cent felt it had improved.
Loneliness remains a pervasive
issue, with 10.4 per cent of respon-
dents saying they always feel lonely,
and 21.2 per cent admitting to feel-
ing lonely often.

Furthermore, 35.6 per cent of eld-
erly individuals reported that lone-
liness was a significant drawback of
solo ageing.

In terms of societal impact, 51.3
per cent of respondents claimed that
the growing trend of solo ageing
had negatively affected society,
while 28.5 per cent viewed it posi-
tively. Himanshu Rath, founder
chairman of the Agewell Founda-
tion, emphasised the need for inter-
generational (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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TASL signs deal for production of wheeled

armoured platform

NEW DELHI, Sept 30: Tata Ad-
vanced Systems Limited on Mon-
day announced entering into a
strategic partnership with Mo-
rocco’s Royal Armed Forces for
the production of wheeled ar-
moured platforms in Casablanca
that is expected to provide the firm
an opportunity to look for similar
ventures in other African countries.
It will be Morocco’s first large de-
fence manufacturing plant and the
first production facility by an In-
dian defence original equipment
manufacturer outside India.

Tata Advanced Systems Limited
(TASL) said its local unit will pro-
duce a significant number of the
specialised vehicle systems for
Morocco and potentially, for other
countries in Africa.

“The TASL platform 8x8, which
has been developed jointly by Tata
Advanced Systems and Tata Mo-
tors with DRDO (Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation), is itself a successful
example of Indian private sector
and government partnership,” the
company said in a statement.

“This will generate production
in India while also starting final as-
sembly of a defence platform in
Morocco,” it said.

The production facility is ex-
pected to be operational over the
next 12 months to deliver the con-
tracted quantity of units.

TASL said a significant volume
of content of the platform will be
exported from India, while also
meeting a commitment for local

Sudesh Poddar
re-elected as president
of HRAEI for 2024-25

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 30: The 63rd
Annual General Meeting of the
Hotel & Restaurant Association of
Eastern India (HRAEI) was held
today at The Park Hotel, Kolkata,
where Sudesh Poddar was re-
elected as President for the term
2024-2025. Poddar, a prominent
figure in the hospitality industry
with properties in Kolkata, has pre-
viously served as President of the
Federation of Hotel & Restaurant
Associations of India (FHRAI).
Originally from Dibrugarh, his ex-
tensive experience has made him a
key representative of HRAEI in
several influential bodies, includ-
ing the Hotel & Restaurant Ap-
proval & Classification Committee
(HRACC), West Bengal State
Tourism Task Force, Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI), and the Airport Advisory
Committee. Under his leadership,
HRAETI has actively advocated for
the interests of its members by en-
gaging with government officials
and industry stakeholders to ad-
dress crucial issues. Poddar ex-
pressed his commitment to
continue driving growth in the sec-
tor, stating, “I am honored to con-
tinue serving as President of
HRAEI. Together with my team,
we will work towards overcoming
industry challenges and promoting
sustainable growth.” The newly
elected leadership team includes
Aneel Goenka as Senior Vice Pres-
ident, Manoja Gouda as Vice Pres-
ident, Pranav Singh as Honorary
Secretary, and Deepak Kapoor as
Honorary Treasurer. Supporting
them are Souvik Raha as Honorary
Joint Secretary and Harbans Singh
Bagga as Honorary Joint Treasurer.

employment, value addition and
support in Morocco.

It said the production facility in
Casablanca covering 20,000
square metres has been identified.

While the initial contracted
quantity is entirely to meet the
needs of the Royal Moroccan
Army, the facility will be a 100-per
cent subsidiary of TASL and be-
come an export hub to meet the re-
quirements of other countries,
especially in Africa.

Sukaran Singh, the chief execu-
tive officer and managing director
of TASL, said the company is “ex-
tremely proud” to sign this partner-
ship with the  Moroccan
government.

“This contract is of significant
size and of strategic importance for
us. This not only enables TASL to
help initiate Morocco’s defence
ecosystem but also acts as a launch
point for TASL into the rest of
Africa for select defence systems,”

for Morocco's ar

he said.

“We would like to acknowledge
the progressive and industry-
friendly policies of the Kingdom
of Morocco that made it viable for
TASL to sign this landmark pro-
duction and supply agreement,” he
added.

In its statement, TASL said it
will work closely with the Moroc-
can government to develop a ro-
bust ecosystem that would include
engaging with the local supply
chain partners and vendors, train-
ing and skill development of the
workforce.

The company will also focus on
building related capabilities and
maintaining the systems.

Further, the facility will adopt
global standards in line with the
best international practices.

The TASL platform 8x8 incor-
porates state-of-the-art critical
technologies like a high-power, in-
tegrated power pack with auto-

med forces

matic transmission, with modular-
ity and scalability, which can be
easily customised to cater to vari-
ous missions and operating condi-
tions of Morocco’s armed forces.

Morocco’s minister in-charge of
National  Defence,  Abdeltif
Loudyi, said the partnership with
TASL marks a “new era” in the de-
velopment of the country’s defence
industry.

“It is a strategic step that will not
only contribute to our national
self-reliance but also our ability to
scale up our defence industry
quickly and reliably,” he said.

“We are committed to creating a
robust industrial ecosystem that
drives economic growth and deliv-
ers tangible benefits to our in-
vestors and industry partners,
similar to the successful model of
the automobile industry,” he
added. TASL, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Tata Sons, is a signif-
icant player in aerospace and de-
fence solutions in India.

The company offers a full range
of integrated solutions across
aerostructures and aero-engines,
airborne platforms and systems,
defence and security, and land-mo-
bility equipment.

It has a strong portfolio of part-
nerships and joint ventures with
leading global aerospace and de-
fence firms, making it an integral
partner in the international supply
chain and in some instances, a
global single source provider for
leading aerospace and defence
OEMs. (PTI)

Sensex, Nifty tumble nearly 1.5 pc as bank
stocks slump on weak Japanese markets

MUMBALI, Sept 30: Equity benchmark indices Sen-
sex and Nifty tumbled nearly 1.5 per cent on Monday
due to heavy selling in banking, finance and auto
stocks amid rising geopolitical risks in the Middle
East and weakness in Japanese markets.

Besides, profit-taking in frontline stocks like Re-
liance Industries after a record-breaking rally and for-
eign fund outflows added to the gloom, analysts said.

Declining for the second straight session, the BSE
Sensex tumbled 1,272.07 points or 1.49 per cent to
settle at 84,299.78. During the day, it plunged
1,314.71 points or 1.53 per cent to 84,257.14.

A total of 2,223 stocks declined, 1,819 advanced
and 151 remained unchanged on the BSE.

The NSE Nifty tanked 368.10 points or 1.41 per
cent to 25,810.85. “Nifty-50 had its worst day in
nearly two months on Monday fuelled by weak Asian
markets (led by Japan), rising tensions in the Middle
East and fear of funds moving to China based on re-
cent measures taken by its government,” Deepak
Jasani, Head of Retail Research, HDFC Securities,
said. From the 30 Sensex firms, Reliance Industries
and Axis Bank declined over 3 per cent each. ICICI
Bank, Nestle, Tech Mahindra, Mahindra & Mahindra,
Maruti, Bajaj Finserv, State Bank of India and Tata
Motors were the other major laggards. In contrast,

JSW Steel, NTPC, Tata Steel, Titan and Asian Paints
were the gainers.

“This sharp decline was primarily driven by profit
booking after recent highs and heightened geopolitical
tensions that have unsettled investor sentiment. The
biggest drag on the index was Reliance Industries,
which fell by 3 per cent, significantly contributing to
the overall market decline,” Vikram Kasat, Head - Ad-
visory, PL Capital - Prabhudas Lilladher, said.

The BSE midcap gauge declined 0.28 per cent,
while smallcap index climbed 0.07 per cent.

Among the indices, auto tumbled 1.91 per cent,
bankex (1.82 per cent), realty (1.80 per cent), financial
services (1.40 per cent), services (1.22 per cent) and
telecommunication (1.19 per cent).

Metal and commodities were the winners.

“Global markets turned topsy-turvy under the threat
of rising geopolitical risk in the Middle-East and plau-
sible increase in Yen interest rate which can reduce
cross country investments in equity.

“On the contrary, the Chinese market had a resur-
gence due to a large stimulus package and cheap val-
uation. India also weakened under the global pressure
and premium valuation while metals are expected to
outperform in the near-term,” said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Financial Services. (PTI)

Apollo hospitals Guwahati wins
‘Multi-Speciality Hospital of the Year (East)’

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 30: Apollo
Hospitals, Guwahati, a premier
healthcare institution in the region,
has been named Multi-Speciality
Hospital of the Year (East) at The
Economic Times Healthcare
Awards 2024. The accolade recog-
nizes the hospital's exceptional
contribution to healthcare and its
commitment to providing world-
class medical services in Eastern
India. The Economic Times
Healthcare Awards is a prestigious
platform honouring innovation and
excellence in the Indian healthcare
sector. Apollo Hospitals Guwahati

was chosen for its consistent per-
formance in offering cutting-edge
medical care across various spe-
cialties, its advanced infrastruc-
ture, and a patient-first approach.
Manoj Roy, COO, Apollo Hos-
pitals Guwahati, expressed gratitude
for the award, saying, “We are
deeply honoured to receive this
recognition from The Economic
Times. It reflects our dedication to
delivering the highest standards of
healthcare, supported by advanced
technology and a team of skilled
professionals. This motivates us to
continue raising the bar for health-
care excellence.” Apollo Hospitals

Guwahati provides a wide array of
services, including Cardiac Sci-
ences, Neuro Sciences, Or-
thopaedics, Renal Sciences, Gastro
Sciences, and Critical Care. With its
multidisciplinary team and innova-
tive patient care practices, the hospi-
tal has become a trusted name in
managing complex medical condi-
tions across the northeastern re-
gion. This award further cements
Apollo Hospitals Guwahati's posi-
tion as a leader in healthcare, not
only in Assam but throughout the
region. It also highlights its role in
advancing healthcare quality and
patient satisfaction.

BharatPe settles with Ashneer Grover,

co-founder not be associated wit

NEW DELHI, Sept 30: Fintech
firm BharatPe has reached a settle-
ment with its former co-founder
Ashneer Grover, ending months of
acrimonious legal and public dis-
pute, the two sides said on Mon-
day. As part of the settlement
agreement, Grover will not be as-
sociated with BharatPe in any ca-
pacity nor be a part of the
shareholding of the company.

Grover will transfer a part of his
shareholding to the BharatPe board
and the rest will be managed by a
family trust, keeping him off the
company’s capital table. Also, the
two sides will not pursue legal
cases, BharatPe and Grover said in
separate statements.

The settlement comes days after
the Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the Delhi Police arrested
Deepak Gupta on charges of mis-
appropriation of fintech Unicron’s
funds. Gupta is the husband of
Madhuri Jain Grover’s sister.

“Certain number of shares held
by him will be transferred to the
Resilient Growth Trust for the ben-
efit of the company and his re-
maining shares will be managed by
his family trust.

“Both parties have decided not
to pursue the cases filed,”
BharatPe said in a statement.

It all started in January 2022

Gucey

when Grover had to go on leave
following allegations of using abu-
sive language against Kotak
Mahindra Bank staff and fraudu-
lent practices, which he denied.

BharatPe had roped in SAM,
Alvarez and Marsal (A&M) and
PwC for governance review in
February 2022 after sending
Grover on leave.

In a report by A&M, it was al-
leged that Madhuri Jain Grover
and her family members, brother
Shwetank Jain and brother-in-law
Deepak Jagdishram Gupta were
involved in financial irregularities
at the company.

BharatPe sacked its head of con-

trols and Grover’s wife Madhuri
Jain Grover on February 23,2022,
for alleged financial irregularities
ranging from producing fake in-
voices to billing the company for
personal beauty treatment and trips
abroad. These followed allegations
of illegitimate payments to bogus
human resource consultants linked
to Madhuri Jain’s brother Shwe-
tank Jain. Also, there were allega-
tions of inflated transactions,
undue payments through pass-
through vendors, sham transac-
tions in input-tax credit, illegal
payments to travel agencies,
forged invoices etc.

Grover quit as managing direc-

N BharatPe

tor of the firm on March 1, 2022,
after an emergency arbitrator in the
Singapore International Arbitration
Centre (SIAC) held that there was
no ground to stop governance re-
view at the fintech firm. His resig-
nation did not stop BharatPe from
sacking him from all positions as
well as stripping him of the co-
founder tag. That followed months
of bickering by both sides.

Grover in a post on X said, “I
have reached a decisive settlement
with BharatPe. I repose my faith in
the management and board, who
are doing great work in taking
BharatPe forward in the right di-
rection. I continue to remain
aligned with the company’s growth
and success. [ will no longer be as-
sociated with BharatPe in any ca-
pacity, nor be part of the capital
table.”

Grover, who had previously ac-
cused the BharatPe board of mis-
management, ended the post with
“Peace!”.

BharatPe had filed a criminal
complaint in December 2022
against Grover, his wife Madhuri,
her brother Shwetank, Suresh Jain
(father-in-law of Ashneer) and
Deepak Gupta.

EoW filed an FIR against them
in May 2023 in the alleged X 81
crore fraud case. (PTI)

OPPO India tops customer satisfaction
In after-sales service survey

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 30: OPPO
India has secured the top spot for
customer satisfaction in after-sales
service, with 62% of its customers
rating their experience as 'very sat-
isfactory,’ according to a survey
conducted by Counterpoint Re-
search. The survey, carried out in
August 2024, covered over 2,000
customers from India’s leading
smartphone brands, assessing their
experiences with after-sales serv-
ices. OPPO India emerged as a
leader in key areas such as repair
quality, resolution speed, trans-
parency, and multilingual support.
The brand's customer-first ap-
proach and commitment to provid-
ing top-tier service through its
next-generation service centres
played a significant role in achiev-

sales service experiences of cus-
tomers using OPPO, Samsung,
vivo, Xiaomi, and realme smart-
phones. OPPO India outperformed
its competitors by resolving 35%
of customer issues within an hour,
slightly ahead of Samsung. It also
led in transparency, with 78% of
repairs being performed in the
presence of the customer. This
commitment to transparency, com-
bined with strong repair quality
and multilingual communication,
contributed to its leadership posi-
tion in the survey.

Savio D'Souza, Head of Product
Communications at OPPO India,
expressed pride in the company’s
achievement, stating, “Being rec-
ognized as the No. 1 brand in India
for customer satisfaction in after-
sales service is a validation of our

after-sales network spans over 560
exclusive service centres in more
than 500 cities across 25,000 pin
codes. The company has also em-
braced a digital-first approach with
the launch of the OPPO Self-Help
Assistant in March 2024. This in-
novative digital service allows cus-
tomers to resolve smartphone
issues without visiting a service
centre, covering all OPPO handset
models launched within the last
five years. In addition, OPPO India
introduced its new generation 3.0
service centres in 2022, which em-
phasize a transparent service experi-
ence by offering  product
demonstrations and face-to-face re-
pairs. These initiatives, along with
OPPO’s extensive service centre net-
work and focus on innovation, have
set a high benchmark in the indus-

ing this recognition. The survey,
conducted across 13 Tier 1 and
Tier 2 cities, measured the after-

try, making it the preferred choice
for after-sales service among
smartphone users across India.

efforts to provide timely, transpar-
ent, reliable, and cost-efficient
service to our users.” OPPO India's

Maintain status quo, orders

of properties of those accused in cases of rioting and violence. The Muslim body had also filed a petition in the
apex court seeking directions to the Uttar Pradesh government to ensure that no further demolition of properties
of those accused of violence was carried out in the state. It had said no demolition should be carried out without
following the due process of law and sans prior notice. (PTI)

Taren Boro to receive National

The award ceremony will be attended by Union ministers Kiren Rijiju and Hardeep Puri, along with Madhya
Pradesh chief minister Mohan Yadav.

Assam embraces transparency

the chief minister added. “In today’s distribution, 25,064 entrepreneurs with general qualifications and 147 with
professional qualifications received the first instalment of X 75,000. The beneficiaries represented a wide range
of sectors, including 1,156 individuals engaged in agriculture and horticulture, 502 in fabrication or hardware
businesses, 3,522 in aquaculture, 4,855 in services and other miscellaneous sectors, 326 in packaging, 21 in bam-
boo and other plant species cultivation, 10,321 in poultry and livestock farming, 1,015 in garment manufacturing,
654 in self-employment through vocational education, 2,509 in the paper and stationery business, and 163 in
wood-based furniture enterprises. The funds disbursed under this scheme are aimed at helping these entrepreneurs
take their first significant steps towards self-employment,” the statement added.

Minister for Environment & Forests etc. Chandra Mohan Patowary, minister of education etc. Dr Ranoj Pegu,
minister of Panchayat & Rural Development etc. Ranjeet Kumar Dass, minister of Finance etc. Ajanta Neog, min-
ister of Housing & Urban Affairs etc. Ashok Singhal, minister of Industries & Commerce etc. Bimal Borah, min-
ister of Water Resources etc. Pijush Hazarika, minister of Tourism etc. Jayanta Mallabaruah, minister of Agriculture
etc. Atul Bora, minister of Transport etc. Keshab Mahanta, minister of Handloom & Textiles etc. U G Brahma,
minister for Power etc. Nandita Garlosa, minister of Tea Tribes Welfare etc. Sanjoy Kishan, MPs, BJP Assam
Pradesh President and MLA Bhabesh Kalita, chief secretary Dr Ravi Kota, and other dignitaries were present in
today’s event.

M’laya proposes projects worth

new criterion,” he said. He said it was very impressive how the state dramatically brought down the maternal
mortality rate.

“There is a programme under which apparently the state has recorded every single pregnant woman, and they
follow and they have that data on first, second, third trimester,” he said. The presentation also highlighted the pro-
gramme on early childhood development under which kids are trained for different sports from an early age, he
added.

Panagariya also noted that the state’s debt to GDP ratio is high as well as its fiscal deficit. On the ambitious
Mission 10 initiative of the state government, he said, “The state has a very ambitious plan... and the commitments
it has to the people of Meghalaya. The state is targeting to take the GDP to USD 10 billion by 2028, which would
bring its per capita income close to about USD 3,000, which is quite good.” The three autonomous district councils
in the state also proposed grants worth over Rs 8,000 crore during separate presentations to the commission. (PTI)

Rescue operations continue

disaster. Numerous roads throughout the nation are severely damaged, and all routes leading to the capital city,
Kathmandu, are still blocked, leaving thousands of travellers stranded. Home Ministry spokesperson Rishiram
Tiwari said efforts are underway to clear the obstructed highways to resume transportation.

“Heavy rains since Friday have caused widespread flooding across Kathmandu Valley, and across Nepal. This
is the worst flooding experienced in recent years,” said Jagan Chapagain, the chief executive officer and secretary
general of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, in a post on X.

“In response to the crisis, local branches of the @NepalRedCross are working closely with authorities and (the)
Emergency Operations Centre of Nepal Red Cross to coordinate rescue and relief operations,” he added. (PTI)

Over 20k polling staff

known as Pink Polling Stations, 43 polling stations manned by specially-abled persons and 40 polling stations
manned by youths.

Also, there will be 45 green polling stations in order to spread the message about environmental concern and 33
unique polling stations, he said, adding 29 polling stations are established near the Line of Control or International
Border for border residents.

“The purpose behind these special polling stations is to spread awareness among sections of society like women,
specially-abled persons and first-time young voters to come forward and exercise their right to vote,” he said.

He said over 1.07 lakh saplings have been planted in the premises of all polling stations.

Four election staff, including presiding officer, will be stationed in every polling station, he said, adding more than
20,000 polling staff will be deployed on duty for the third phase election. A total of 39,18,220 lakh voters eligible to
exercise their franchise include 20,09,033 male voters, 19,09,130 female voters and 57 third gender voters, the CEO
said, adding as many as 1.94 lakh youth between the age 18 and19 years, along with 35,860 Persons with Disabilities
(PwDs) and 32,953 elderly voters above the age of 85 are also eligible to exercise their franchise in this phase. (PTI)

FM asks taxman to analyse cases

that this organisation was among those which had a huge pile up of legal disputes in the government of
India. Only this month, the I-T department had hiked the minimum threshold for filing appeals by the depart-
ment at various tribunals, high courts and the Supreme Court. This move came after Sitharaman, in her July
Budget speech, declared this policy decision.

The CBDT, while increasing these thresholds, had said that an appeal should not be filed merely because the
tax effect in a case exceeds the prescribed monetary limits and instead should be decided on merit of the case.

“The officers concerned shall keep in mind the overall objective of reducing unnecessary litigation and pro-
viding certainty to taxpayers on their income tax assessments while taking a decision regarding filing an appeal,”
the CBDT had said in a circular. Sitharaman, during the meeting with the top I-T brass in August, also asked
the Board to prepare a list of advocates who were “experts” in direct tax laws after it was stated in the meeting
that the lawyers assigned to the I-T Department by the Ministry of Law and Justice for representing the depart-
ment before the NCLT were “not upto the mark”. It was also discussed to hike the fee that is paid to special
legal counsels of the department as it was found that their current remuneration was “low”.

The minister also approved a proposal of the department to have the name of the assessing officer printed in
the faceless assessment orders issued by the department after it was flagged that having no name was leading
to “lack of ownership” of the document and “demotivation” among the officials. The FM approved that the
faceless assessment orders of the I-T department will now bear the name of the assessing officer at the end of
the document, the sources said.

Tax officials manning the faceless assessment regime also flagged to the FM that the jurisdictional assessment
officers (JAOs) and Faceless Assessment Officers (FAOs) should be merged in order to streamline the work of
the department and also lessen the workload on the former. The JAOs, as the name suggests, look after routine
tax work in their assigned jurisdiction while the FAOs only deal with faceless assessment cases.

It was also stated by an officer of the department, the sources said, that the digitisation of I-T documents
should have been completed before the faceless assessment scheme was launched in 2019-20. The faceless as-
sessment of I-T scheme was launched by the Modi government with an aim to eliminate instances of high hand-
edness and corruption as the assessee (taxpayer) and the assessor (taxman) will not come face-to-face and tax
processes could be completed over the Internet with the taxpayer not r?quired to go to an I-T office. (PTI)

Study reveals growing trend

dialogue to address these challenges. “There is an urgent need to sensitize younger family members towards
the needs of elderly family members and encourage intergenerational interaction so that both generations can pre-
pare for a better tomorrow,” he said.

The study made several key recommendations, including enhancing healthcare services tailored to the elderly,
creating programmes to address their emotional well-being, and advocating for laws that ensure their protection
and financial security.

Additionally, the report suggested fostering community engagement through volunteer networks and increasing
the use of technology to improve the quality of life for older individuals. As the number of elderly individuals
living alone continues to rise, addressing their emotional, social, and healthcare needs becomes a critical issue for
policymakers and society at large. (PTI)
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Workshop on climate change kicks
off under Green Bodoland Mission

BTC and GBM officials, along with experts, convene to address environmental challenges & promote sustainable practices in BTR
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HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Sept 30: A two-day work-
shop on ‘Climate Change and its Impact on
Life and Livelihood” under the Green
Bodoland Mission commenced on Monday at
the Bodofa Cultural Complex in Kokrajhar—
the city of peace in the Bodoland Territorial
Region.

Gautam Das, the executive member of the
Bodoland Territorial Region, lit the lamp to in-
augurate the event amidst the presence of a

Northeast Frontier Railway
announces festival special traing

large number of participants, including BTC
principal secretary Akash Deep and other dig-
nitaries. The event was organised by the Green
Bodoland Mission (GBM), a flagship program
of the BTR government aimed at making
Bodoland greener across the region.

In his speech, BTC principal secretary Akash
Deep encouraged participants to adopt mini-
malist life choices to safeguard the environ-
ment and conserve resources for future
generations. He emphasised that environmen-

tal degradation is not limited to a specific re-
gion and called for collective responsibility to
restore ecological balance.

Gautam Das, the executive member of BTR,
highlighted the steps taken by the BTR govern-
ment to combat climate change, particularly
through the Green Bodoland Mission led by
CEM of BTR, Pramod Boro.

He noted that the workshop aims to raise
awareness about climate change, promote con-
servation efforts, and advocate for sustainable
resource management, with special attention to
the involvement of women, youth, and stu-
dents. He said that the BTR government is
committed to working for the all-round devel-
opment of a greener and smarter Bodoland
across the region.

The program was attended by notable digni-
taries, including joint secretary Ractim Borgo-
hain, Mission director of the Green Bodoland
Mission Manoranjan Das, as well as experts in
the field such as Dr Mrinal Saikia, associate di-
rector of Research at Assam Agricultural Uni-
versity, Jorhat, Utsow Pradhan, founding
gardener of TIEEDI, and Dr Ranjan Das, prin-
cipal scientist at AAU Rice Research, Jorhat,
among others.

SITAvice chairman reviews progress of
herbal garden project at Rangia College

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Sept 30: Vice chairman Narayan
Chandra Borkataky of the State Innovation & Trans-
formation Aayog (SITA), Assam, visited Rangia Col-
lege, Rangia, on Monday, for a survey of the Botanical
Garden for the ongoing SITA-sponsored project enti-
tled *Ex-Situ Cultivation of Medicinal Plants & Con-
servation of Rare and Endangered Plants — Setting up
a Herbal Garden’.

With logistical support from SITA, Rangia College
aims to create an awareness drive about medicinal
plants among the common people by establishing a
herbal garden and cultivating rare or threatened plants
outside their natural habitat.

This will help future generations understand the en-
vironmental degradation caused by deforestation and
industrialisation.

The project also aims to raise awareness among the
public about income generation through herbal gar-
dens, encourage farmers and researchers to pursue
patent rights, and accelerate research and development
in the subject by involving various institutions.

The goal is to establish a herbal garden on the col-
lege campus. It is worth mentioning that the MoA for
this project was signed on May 5, 2022, between
SITA, government of Assam, and Rangia College.

During his visit to the college campus, the vice-
chairman inquired about the rare and endangered
plants collected from different areas of Assam.

Some of the RET plants already planted in the col-
lege campus garden include Hollong (State tree), Sia

Nahor (Endemic), Rudraksha, Agaru (Sanchi), Dhuna,
Holokh, All spice, Rauvolfia serpentina, Kalmegh,
Lemon grass & Citronella, Boch, Red & white san-
dalwood, and many other important fruit, medicinal,
and spice plants.

He expressed great satisfaction after learning about
the extended work being done in neighbouring areas
under the SITA project.

He also praised and encouraged Dr Ranjita Tamuli
Talukdar, principal investigator, and Dr Snigdha
Sarkar, member of Rangia College, along with their
entire team for their dedicated efforts.

Following the garden visit, a review meeting was
held with the Teachers’ Unit at Rangia College, where
Dr Brajendra Saikia, principal of Rangia College, de-
livered his welcome speech.

Addressing the gathering, vice-chairman Narayan
Chandra Borkataky, SITA, delivered inspiring com-
ments about the project, offering fruitful suggestions
for its future development.

He expressed hope that through the project, people
would understand the usefulness of herbal plants and
be encouraged to establish herbal gardens for income
generation and research purposes.

Dwijendra S Hazari, Alakesh Kakati, along with
other officials of SITA and members of the Rangia
College Teachers’ Unit, were also present at the re-
view meeting.

The meeting was conducted by Deepak Kalita, sec-
retary of the Teachers’ Unit, Rangia College, with a
vote of thanks.

BTC is committed to holistic Assam Rifles conducts medical

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Sept 30: On
Monday, the EM of BTR for the
Information & Public Relations
department, Dr Swargiary, inau-
gurated several schemes in Udal-
guri district, which will benefit the
people of the greater Udalguri
area.

During the inauguration of the
CC Block Road from Ramesh
Daimari House to Jamuguri

one

gion and empower the people by
making access to essential serv-
ices more efficient.” This project,
part of the Gelabil VCDC in the
Mazbat Development Block, is  nity.”
of many development
schemes currently being rolled out
throughout BTR. Earlier, Dr
Swargiary also inaugurated a
Community Toilet at Pauripota
High School in Saikiachubri Pri-
mary, located within the Rowta

development: Dr Swargiary

schools, as they are foundational
for a healthy society, and we are
working in this line to ensure a
brighter future for the commu-

“The Bodoland Territorial Re-
gion, under the leadership of the
CEM of BTR, Pramod Boro, is re-
lentlessly working to promote holis-
tic development in the Bodoland
region, focusing on both infrastruc-
ture and essential facilities that con-

camp on World Heart Day

) HT Correspondent

BISWANATH CHARIALLI, Sept 30: Assam

eases and their prevention. The event began
with an informative lecture on heart health,
emphasising the importance of early detection
and preventive measures to reduce the risk of
heart disease. The lecture was followed by a
thorough medical check-up for the attendees,
ensuring that their health concerns were ad-
dressed by professionals. The camp concluded
with the distribution of necessary medicines.
A total of 165 people from the villages bene-
fited from the camp. This initiative under-
scored Assam Rifles’ commitment to

Bathou Mandir, Dr Swargiary  Constituency.

HT Bureau

stated, “This road, constructed at
a cost of ¥ 18.95 lakh, will greatly

In his inaugural remarks, he
emphasised, “Proper hygiene and
sanitation are essential for our

for the community,” said

tribute to the overall quality of life

Bodoland Territorial Region, Dr

Rifles organised a medical camp in observance
of World Heart Day at Sonitpur on Monday,
stated a press release. The medical team of
Assam Rifles focused on cardiovascular dis-

EM of

enhancing community health and promoting
awareness about cardiovascular diseases, mak-
ing a significant impact on the local popula-

GUWAHATI, Sept 30: Northeast Frontier Railway is
set to operate 26 festival special trains to accommo-
date the excess footfall of passengers and facilitate a
smooth travel experience during the forthcoming fes-
tivals of Durga Puja, Diwali, and Chhath Puja, from
October 1 to November 30, 2024.

Accordingly, train nos 05736/05735 and
05734/05733 will connect Amritsar with Katihar dur-
ing the festive season. Similarly, train no 05633/05634
will run from Narangi in Guwahati, connecting
Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh.

Train no 05831/05832 will run from Rangapara
North in Northeast, connecting Prayagraj in Uttar
Pradesh. Train no 05638/05637 will run from Silchar
to Naharlagun in Arunachal Pradesh. Similarly, train
no 05628/05627 will connect Agartala and Guwahati.

Train no 05639/05640 will run from Silchar to
Kolkata. Additionally, train nos 02525/02526 and
05671/05672 will run from Guwahati to Anand Vihar.
Similarly, train no 05952/05951 will connect Assam
with the southern part of the country, operating from
New Tinsukia to Bengaluru.

Train no 05932/05931 will run from Dibrugarh to
Kolkata. Train no 05636/05635 will run from Guwa-
hati to Shri Ganganagar, connecting Assam and Ra-
jasthan, and train no 05698/05697 will run from
Guwabhati to New Jalpaiguri, connecting the northern
part of West Bengal.

These festive special trains will also boost intercon-
nectivity within the zone and other parts of the country
during this period. Over the next two months, these
special trains will ensure that passengers travelling by
train reach their destinations safely and seamlessly
with comfort.

Indian Railways operates special trains every year
during festivals, and this year it is set to operate more
than 6,000 special trains for the forthcoming festive
season from October to November 2024. It is notewor-
thy that during Durga Puja, Diwali, and Chhath festi-
vals, millions of passengers travel across the country.

Dr Karabi Deka Hazarika
honoured with Dr Ml
Borah Award 2024

HT Correspondent

SIVASAGAR, Sept 30: Dr Moidul Islam Borah Lit-
erary Award 2024 was presented to prominent poet,
writer, and former head of the Laxminath Bezbarua
Chair of the Assamese department at Dibrugarh Uni-
versity, Professor Dr Karabi Deka Hazarika, by the
Arunodoi Sahitya Sabha and Dr Moidul Islam Borah
Memorial Society, Sivasagar, jointly in a function held
at the Sivasagar Press Club on Monday.

Dr Nahendra Padun, former principal secretary of
the Asom Sahitya Sabha, formally presented the
award to Dr Karabi Deka Hazarika.

Dr Karabi Deka Hazarika expressed her deep satis-
faction and thanked the organisers, stating that it was
one of the greatest honours of her life. She added that
the literary works initiated by Dr MI Borah should be
resumed and continued by new writers.

The event was attended by Dr Kandarpa Kumar
Deka, husband of Dr Karabi Deka Hazarika and for-
mer vice-chancellor of Dibrugarh University, promi-
nent poet Prem Gogoi, journalist MI Borah of the Dr
Moidul Islam Borah family, Himangshu Neog, secre-
tary of the Sivasagar Press Club, Khairuddin Ahmed,
president of Arunodoi Sahitya Sabha, and many other
dignitaries.

enhance connectivity in our re-

Assamese dancers to grace Gandhi
Jayanti celebration in Pune

Nilut Swargiary.

Residents alarmed as
rainwater fills large
pothole in Demow

HT Correspondent

the project.

Demow, often

reappear.

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Sept 30: Elora Bora, a
noted expert in Bharatanatyam, and
her disciple, the budding dancer
Moyukhi Bezbaruah, both from
Assam, have been invited to perform
at the week-long grand Gandhi
Jayanti celebrations in Pune, Maha-
rashtra. The event, organised by the
Maharashtra Gandhi Smarak Nidhi,
will take place from October 2 to 8 at
Gandhi Bhavan in Pune.

Elora Bora and Moyukhi
Bezbaruah will present a cultural
evening, showcasing classical dance
performances, including Pushpanjali,
Jyotiswaram, Ashtapadi, Shreeman-

Babe’.

narayan, and Shabdam on October 4,
2024. Additionally, they will perform
dance adaptations of legendary musi-
cian Dr Bhupen Hazarika’s humani-
tarian songs like ‘Manuhe Manuhor

It was informed by artiste Ranjan
Bezbaruah that this Gandhi Jayanti
celebration, themed ‘“World Non-Vio-
lence Day’, will be attended by
prominent figures, including Sharad
Pawar, former chief minister of Ma-
harashtra, and Union minister Dr
Ashok Bajpayee, as well as eminent
poet Dr Kumar Saptarishi and several
Gandhi leaders, educators, artists, and
intellectuals from across the country.

See.

DEMOW, Sept 30: The residents of Demow
in Sivasagar District are increasingly con-
cerned about the long-delayed completion of
the four-lane road construction in their area.
It has been alleged that negligence by the
construction companies and the concerned
department has led to the incomplete state of

According to sources, several construction
companies have undertaken the task of build-
ing the Jhanji to Demow stretch, but none
have successfully completed the work, with
some even abandoning the project.

Potholes frequently appear on NH-37 in

While the construction companies have filled
these potholes in the past, they continue to

A particularly large pothole has emerged
once again on NH-37 in Demow.

After heavy rainfall, this large pothole fills
with water, causing significant difficulties for
both pedestrians and drivers.

On Sunday evening, an e-rickshaw fell into
the water-filled pothole, though fortunately,
no one was injured.

A few days ago, workers from the con-
struction company dug a trench near NH-37
in Demow using a JCB to help drain the
water that collects in the pothole.

They placed a barricade around the dug
area but left the job incomplete.

There is a risk of accidents, particularly at
night, as the water-filled pothole is hard to

The locals have appealed to the concerned
authorities to fill the pothole on NH-37 and
complete the four-lane road construction as
soon as possible.

event.

tion’s well-being.

Dhing College celebrates
59t Freshman Social

HT Correspondent

NAGAON, Sept 30: The 59th Freshman Social of the historic Dhing
College was held with a two-day-long programme at the college prem-
ises. The event was organised by the college students’ union, featuring
a variety of activities.

During the programme, over four books penned by college faculty
members were ceremonially released. Additionally, the college newslet-
ter “Verve” and five campus newsletters were also released during the

Dr Satyendra Nath Barman, principal of B Borooah College, Guwa-

drawing media attention.

tion.

CSIR-North East Institute of Science and
Technology celebrates 83 Foundation Day

MoU signed with Rabindranath Tagore University for research collaboration

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, Sept 30: CSIR-North East Institute
of Science and Technology, Jorhat, celebrated
the 83rd Foundation Day of its apex body, the
Council of Scientific & Industrial Research
(CSIR), with much zeal and enthusiasm on
Monday.

In his lecture on ‘Leadership in Academia’,
Padma Shri awardee Professor Vinod K Singh,
chair professor at 11T Kanpur and chairman of
RAB (CSIR), emphasised the importance of de-
veloping leadership qualities in research and ac-
ademics. He stated that creating new leaders in
science and academia is crucial and a pressing
need for countries like India.

Professor Vinod K Singh, who was the chief
guest on the occasion, also stressed the impor-
tance of work, responsibility, and time manage-
ment.

He mentioned that traits of a great leader,
such as clarity in thought and presentation, the
ability to make the right decisions, and an un-
derstanding of governance and management,
must be accompanied by respect for peer
groups, ethics, morals, honesty, and integrity.

Professor Singh delivered his address at a
special program held at the Dr JN Baruah Au-

dltorlum in the morning, whlch was attended by
an august gathering of dignitaries, invitees, and
eminent personalities from Jorhat district, as
well as the CSIR-NEIST fraternity.

Dr VM Tiwari, director of CSIR-NEIST,
presided over the function.

In his welcome address, Dr Tiwari conveyed
his greetings on the occasion. He briefly spoke
about some of CSIR’s significant contributions
over the years and urged everyone to pledge to
work unitedly with renewed vigour to create a
better CSIR for a new and vibrant India.

He also highlighted the significant technolog-
ical interventions of CSIR-NEIST over the
years in various S&T sectors.

He specifically mentioned the contributions

made in improving the quality of life for people
and creating livelihood opportunities in the
Northeast region. He also acknowledged the
contributions of retired employees to the growth
of the institute.

On the occasion, an Integrated Solid Waste
Management Plant was inaugurated on the cam-
pus by the chief guest.

The employees who retired during the past
year were felicitated with CSIR Sanman Patras
and mementoes, and those who completed 25
years of service in the Council were honoured
with token gifts.

An MoU on Research and Academia was
signed between CSIR-NEIST and Rabindranath
Tagore University, Hojai, for research and edu-
cational collaborations between the two insti-
tutes.

On behalf of CSIR-NEIST, Dr VM Tiwari,
director, and from Rabindranath Tagore Univer-
sity, Professor Kaushik Chanda, dean of Re-
search & Development, signed the MoU.

As part of the celebration, CSIR-NEIST also
observed ‘Open Day’, during which students
from in and around Jorhat, as well as the gen-
eral public, visited the Institute and interacted
with scientists.

hati, attended as the chief guest, while Professor Mohini Mohan Deka,
retired professor of Dimoriya College, attended as the guest of honour.

The open session was chaired by Dinesh Nath, president of the college
governing body, and Dr Biman Hazarika, principal of the college, de-
livered the welcome address.

The event concluded with a cultural show dedicated to the memory
of noted Assamese singer and artiste, the late Digen Mahanta. The cul-
tural programme was inaugurated by Dr Sukdev Adhikary, principal of
LOKD College, Dhekiajuli, as stated in a press note.

Sivasagar Bar Association elects
new Executive Committee

HT Correspondent

SIVASAGAR, Sept 30: A new Executive Committee of the
Sivasagar Bar Association was recently elected for the next two
years. Among the lawyers, 37 contested for various posts in the elec-

Earlier, the committee nominated senior advocate Luit Prakash
Dutta as president, Girish Neog and Bikash Dey as vice-presidents,
while elections were held for the rest of the posts. A total of 392 out
of 476 voters cast their votes. Bidyut Gogoi was elected as the gen-
eral secretary for the second time.

Bishnu Sharma and Anjal Bharali were elected as joint secretaries,
and Ranjit Saikia won the post of assistant secretary.

Bhaskar Jyoti Neog, Azim Ahmed, Srimanta Gogoi, Dhiraj Dutta,
Ujjal Sharma, Karabi Kalita, Biju Sharma, Dipanjal Duwari,
Prakashjyoti Saikia, Chandan Phukan, Ranjit Dutta, Shikharani
Dutta, Bhaskarjyoti Neog, Ashish Konwar, and Gayatri Borbarua
were elected as the executive members.

LGBRIMH, Tezpur
observes Hindi
Pakhwada

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, Sept 30: Hindi Pakhwada was observed
at Lokopriya Gopinath Bordoloi Regional Institute
of Mental Health, Tezpur, from September 14, 2024,
to September 30, 2024.

The 4th All India Official Language Conference
was attended by Dr Indrajeet Banerjee, in-charge of
the Hindi Cell, at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, on
September 14-15, 2024.

The closing ceremony of the program was held on
Monday, at the Cafeteria building of the institute
from 10:00 am to 11:00 am.

The Hindi Cell of the institute organised the event,
in which Dr KK Tamuli, deputy medical superinten-
dent; Dr Debahuti Sabhapandit, assistant medical su-
perintendent-I; and Dr Bipul Sharma, assistant
medical superintendent-11 chaired the event and ad-
dressed the attendees.

Dr Indrajeet Banerjee, in-charge of the Hindi Cell,
students, and employees of the institute were also
present.

The chairpersons and other speakers expressed
their views on the use of the official language, Hindi,
in the office and urged everyone to adopt Hindi in
their communication.

The Hindi Cell of the institute also conducted
Hindi essay writing and slogan competitions on the
occasion of Hindi Pakhwada for the employees, and
the winners were felicitated during the event.

—®—
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— &  QUOTE OF THE DAY

Nothing has more strength than dire necessity.
-Euripides

’—

Nasrallah’s assassination

assan Nasrallah, one of the Arab world’s most prominent and

charismatic leaders, was a figure who could stir emotions far be-

yond his homeland. His assassination, killed by a barrage of the
US-made bombs dropped by Israel, has sent shockwaves through the Mus-
lim world. For some, including Kashmiri politicians Mehbooba Mufti and
Omar Abdullah, the news hit close to home, symbolizing a deeper conflict
that transcends borders. However, Mehbooba and Abdullah, both promi-
nent figures in Jammu and Kashmir, remained notably restrained in their
reactions. They did not name the United States, which has steadfastly sup-
ported Israel. Yet, a young Kashmiri girl’s reaction on social media was
markedly more emotional. In a defiant statement, she warned that “a Nas-
rallah will be born in every Kashmiri home,” a clear indication of the ad-
miration Nasrallah commanded even beyond Lebanon. Her conviction
and fiery expression left a powerful impact, with her words resonating
like a 5,000-watt bulb in a region marked by its own struggles. Nasrallah,
widely regarded as the most eloquent orator in the Arab world, met his
end in a manner devoid of the grandeur that marked his life. He was killed
in his Beirut bunker, alongside his daughter, in a devastating airstrike. Nas-
rallah’s speeches, once sold like hotcakes in Lebanon, made him a symbol
of resistance for many. For over 32 years, Nasrallah built Hezbollah into
a formidable force, shaking the boots of Israel and its Western allies. His
assassination, therefore, was not just a military action but a political earth-
quake that reverberated across continents.

India, like much of the international community, has reacted with a level
of indifference that frustrates many Muslims. Nasrallah wasn’t merely a
militia leader, but a figurehead of the resistance against Israeli and Western
intervention in the Middle East. Mehbooba Mufti’s silence could be in-
terpreted as caution, but her sentiments may well align with the popular
refrain: “Nasrallah is dead, but Hezbollah lives on.” The United States,
already heavily invested in the Middle East, has deployed more troops to
the region in the wake of Nasrallah’s assassination. Hezbollah’s leadership,
already decimated by previous strikes, now faces a critical turning point,
as experts warn that Nasrallah’s death could trigger an all-out war. Yet,
the circumstances leading to Nasrallah’s death point to a failure of Hezbol-
lah’s military wing. Israeli intelligence had successfully carried out a slew
of targeted assassinations and airstrikes, seemingly lowering Hezbollah’s
guard. Nasrallah’s bunker, previously thought to be impenetrable, became
his tomb, courtesy of 5,000-pound U.S.-made bunker-busting bombs.
Nasrallah, who wore the distinctive black turban symbolizing his de-

scent from the Prophet Muhammad, was not just a military leader but a
symbol of Shia resistance. He, along with Iranian general Qassem
Soleimani, was a key strategist of the so-called “Axis of Resistance.” Now,
with his death, Israel has turned its attention to other enemies, including
the Houthis and Islamic fighters in Syria and Lebanon. Hezbollah remains
a significant force, with over 50,000 fighters still ready to take up arms,
and a new leader will undoubtedly rise to take Nasrallah’s place—just as
Abbas al-Musawi did when Israel assassinated him in 1992. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, speaking from New York at the United
Nations, took responsibility for the strike, calling Hezbollah a “quintes-
sential terror organization.” His message was clear: Israel will defend itself
at any cost. And in the wake of Nasrallah’s death, the United States has
doubled down on its support for Israel, despite previously speaking of a
ceasefire.

J

SBI's move to buy equity in big defaulter
company SlIL is preposterous

A decade of financial inclusion
THE EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY OF PRADHAN

Sukhasya
“ Moolam Dharma,

Dharmasya

Moolam  Artha,
Arthasya Moolam Rajyam”
(The root of happiness is
Dharma, the root of
Dharma is wealth, and the
root of wealth is the state),
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi quoted this Sanskrit
verse in his Independence
Day speech on August 15,
2014, drawing from ancient
wisdom. He emphasized
the government’s responsi-
bility to connect citizens
with the nation’s economic
activities, declaring, “This
Government has accepted
this responsibility.” Over
the past decade, the govern-
ment has delivered on this
promise, achieving remark-
able progress in driving
economic growth and inclu-
sivity.

In a monumental
achievement that under-
scores India’s steadfast
commitment to financial in-
clusion, the Pradhan Mantri
Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY)
has been recognized by the
Guinness World Records
for an extraordinary accom-
plishment - opening a stag-
gering 18,096,130 bank
accounts within the span of
just one week.

This remarkable feat,
spearheaded by the Depart-
ment of Financial Services,
reflects the government’s
relentless efforts to bridge
the financial divide in the
country. By extending es-
sential banking services to
previously underserved and
remote areas, the initiative
reaffirms India’s resolve to
provide equitable access to
financial resources for all
its  citizens,  fostering
greater economic empower-
ment and inclusivity nation-

MANTRI JAN DHAN YOJANA

wide.

August 2024 marked the
completion of a decade
since the PMJDY was
launched by Hon’ble Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
from the Red Fort on Au-
gust 28, 2014. This ambi-
tious initiative aimed to
empower economically dis-
advantaged citizens by pro-
viding them with universal
access to banking services,
fostering a culture of sav-
ings and giving people the
tools to break free from
poverty. The initiative’s
central goal was to democ-
ratize access to financial
systems, enabling millions
of Indians to participate in
the formal economy.

Since its inception,
PMJDY has opened more
than 52.81 crore bank ac-
counts, transforming the
lives of individuals, fami-

{

Moreover, account hold-
ers are eligible for an over-
draft facility of up to X
10,000, providing a safety
net for emergencies. These
accounts are integrated with
other government financial
schemes such as Direct
Benefit Transfers (DBT),
the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan

lies, and entire commu-
nities by enabling DEGREE OF THOUGHT
direct financial access. | By: Ashok Singhal

These accounts serve
as a foundation for direct
benefit transfers, social se-
curity schemes, and eco-
nomic empowerment, and
have contributed to a na-
tionwide reduction in
poverty. The initiative’s im-
pact has been felt across the
country, bringing financial
dignity to millions who
were previously unbanked.

At the heart of the initia-
tive is a simple, yet power-
ful tool: basic savings
accounts that require no
minimum balance and still
earn interest like regular ac-
counts. These accounts
come with RuPay debit
cards and accident insur-
ance coverage, which was
initially set at ¥ 1 lakh but
later increased to ¥ 2 lakh
for accounts opened after
August 28, 2018.

Jyoti Bima Yojana
(PMJJBY), Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima Yojana
(PMSBY), Atal Pension
Yojana (APY) and the
MUDRA loan scheme, of-
fering a comprehensive
package of financial sup-
port.

Reflecting on India’s pre-
digital era, former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi once
famously remarked that
only 15 paise of every
rupee allocated for welfare
benefits reached the in-
tended beneficiaries, with
the remaining 85 paise
being siphoned off by inter-
mediaries. This glaring in-
efficiency  has been
dramatically reversed under
Prime Minister Modi’s Dig-
ital India initiative. The im-
plementation of DBT,

linked to the Jan Dhan ac-
counts, now ensures that
100 percent of benefits are
deposited directly into the
beneficiaries’  accounts.
This transformation has not
only sealed the cracks in the
system but has also ushered
in an era of unprecedented
transparency, accountabil-
ity, and governance effi-
ciency.

The pandemic presented
an extraordinary challenge
for India, particularly for
women who faced a dispro-
portionate loss of economic
opportunities. In response,
the Central Government
implemented a swift and
targeted cash transfer pro-
gram under the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yo-
jana (PMGKY), aimed
specifically at women with
PMJDY accounts. Within
10 days of the nationwide
lockdown, more than 20
crore women received a di-
rect benefit transfer of X
500 per month for three
months, providing essential
financial relief to millions
of households.

In Assam, Hon’ble Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma’s integration of Di-
rect Benefit Transfer (DBT)
with the state’s Orunodoi

scheme has been nothing
short of revolutionary. This
initiative facilitates the di-
rect transfer of funds into
the bank accounts of over
37.2 lakh women, embody-
ing the principles of Antyo-
daya - uplifting the last
person in line - and empow-
ering them to take charge of
their financial futures. This
scheme, aligned with
PMJDY, has transformed
lives across Assam, where
the state has also surpassed
the milestone of 2.42 crore
Jan Dhan bank accounts.

India’s digital revolution,
powered by the JAM trinity
- Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and
Mobile - has transformed
the financial landscape be-
yond expectation. While
skeptics initially doubted
the viability of such an am-
bitious project, the results
have been nothing short of
extraordinary.

According to a G20 pol-
icy document prepared by
the World Bank, what could
have taken 47 vyears to
achieve was completed in
just six years. Today, Jan
Dhan accounts are the
backbone of India’s finan-
cial inclusion strategy, link-
ing millions to the formal
banking system. Further-

more, India has now be-
come a global leader in dig-
ital payments, accounting
for more than 40 percent of
the world’s real-time trans-
actions.

As | reflect on the jour-
ney of Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana, | am re-
minded of the profound im-
pact it has had on millions
of lives. This initiative is
not merely a financial in-
clusion scheme; it repre-
sents a revolutionary
change in how we view
governance and its role in
the upliftment of society.
Under the far-sighted lead-
ership of our honorable
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Hon’ble Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, we have not only
bridged the financial gape
but also empowered mar-
ginalized communities, of-
fering  them  dignity,
opportunity and hope.

I recall the tears of joy in
the eyes of a young widow,
who received her first direct
benefit transfer, and the
smile on the face of a small
farmer who accessed credit
for the first time. These mo-
ments are a testament to the
spirit of PMJDY, a spirit
that believes in the potential
of every individual and
strives to unlock it.

As we look to the future,
let us continue to carry for-
ward this mission - ensur-
ing that no one is left
behind and that every citi-
zen has the opportunity to
thrive. Together, we are
building an India where fi-
nancial inclusion is not just
a goal, but a reality for all.
(The author is a Cabinet
Minister, Govt. of Assam
who can be reached at
pro.ashoksinghal@gmail.c
om)

The crisis of leadership in Kashmir: A
legacy of broken trust and compromises

By: C H Venkatachalam

of India (SBI) will take a dual role in the debt restructuring

of defaulter Supreme Infrastructure India Ltd (SIIL). This
development marks an unprecedented step in India’s corporate
debt resolution landscape, as the country’s largest public sector
bank transitions from being SIIL’s primary creditor to becom-
ing an equity stakeholder.

State Bank of India has been SIIL’s largest lender, with the
infrastructure company defaulting on a substantial X 1,023.42
crore of SBI loans. Now, in a surprising turn of events, SBI is
poised to invest X 24.33 crore in SIIL’s preferential allotment,
acquiring 28,55,771 shares at ¥ 85.23 per share.

This investment will give SBI approximately a 2.49 percent
stake in the restructured AIBEA’s Banking News Bulletin from
All India Bank Employees’ Association company. The move
represents a shift from being a creditor facing a substantial
write-off to becoming an equity participant in SIIL’s potential
recovery. According to Company Announcements SBI’s deci-
sion to take an equity stake in a company that has defaulted on
its loans is an extraordinary development in Indian banking
history.

This move raises several critical issues. Its eagerness to in-
vest equity in a company that has already defaulted on over Rs
1,000 crore of its loans suggests a strange risk assessment
process. The bank appears to be betting on SIIL’s long-term
recovery potential. As a public sector bank, its decision to use
public funds to take an equity position in a distressed company
may face scrutiny. The bank will need to justify this investment
strategy to its shareholders and regulatory bodies. SBI’s dual
role as a creditor and shareholder could potentially lead to con-
flicts of interest in future decision-making processes regarding
SIIL.

On July 8, 2024, it was reported that SIIL filed a plea with
the national company law tribunal (NCLT) seeking approval
for a new resolution plan to settle its debts with financial cred-
itors within a 90-daytimeframe. Following the creditors’ meet-
ing, SIIL’s outstanding debt to financial creditors has been
dramatically reduced from ¥ 2,200.36crore to X 464 crore as
the settlement amount. Its ‘composite scheme of compromise
and arrangement’ received overwhelming support, with 92 per-
cent of financial creditors voting in favour.

This scheme was initially approved by the company’s board
of directors in 2022. The company is now awaiting final ap-
proval from the NCLT to proceed with the restructuring plan.
Post-NCLT clearance, the company plans to implement the res-
olution by monetizing company and promoters’ assets, raising
equity from existing or new investors and utilizing promoters’
contributions to finance the settlement amount. It aims to
achieve debt-free status by the end of September 2024. Vikram
Sharma, managing director of SIIL, expressed gratitude to-
wards the company’s partners and creditors for their trust and
support. He stated, “With a strong restructured resolution plan,
we are confident about obtaining NCLT clearance and achiev-
ing a debt-free status for Supreme Infrastructure by the end of
September 2024.” The company’s total bank outstanding stood
at ¥ 7,093 crore, including ¥ 2,200 crore in principal debt and
X 4,893 crore in funded interest term loans and unapplied in-
terest.

The settlement amount of X 464 crore represents a substan-
tial haircut of 93.45 percent for the lenders. The rationale be-
hind such a SBI Suffers settlement amount of X 464 crore
represents a substantial haircut of 93.45 percent for the lenders.
The rationale behind such a significant write-off and its long-
term implications for the banking sector and other corporate
defaulters remain unclear. Its annual report received a qualified
opinion from auditors in FY 22-23, highlighting issues with
loan confirmations and interest accruals. The auditor report
also highlighted that SIIL has not recognized financial liability
for ¥ 1,533crore in corporate guarantees given to its sub-
sidiaries and group companies.

This significant offbalance-sheet risk could potentially un-

I n a move that has surprised corporate watchers, State Bank

dermine the effectiveness of the current restructuring plan. SIIL
is issuing up to 8,80,44,460 equity shares at X 85.23 per share,
along with 1,78,63,430 convertible warrants. This preferential
allotment aims to raise approximately ¥ 750.40 crore. The is-
suance of 1,78,63,430 convertible warrants adds another layer
of complexity to this restructuring. These warrants, primarily
allocated to promoters and select investors, have the potential
to significantly alter SIIL’s ownership structure in the future.
The warrant structure, which requires only25percent payment
upfront with the remaining 75 percent due within 18 months,
provides these select investors a low-risk option to increase
their stake if the company’s performance improves. This struc-
ture could be seen as a backdoor for further promoter control,
potentially at the expense of existing minority shareholders.

According to an insolvency expert the table below shows
that SIIL was insolvent and defaulting to banks at least since
FY-2016 as is evident from the table below: According to the
insolvency expert an analysis of SIIL’s financial history reveals
a troubling pattern of insolvency that dates back to at least
FY15-16. Despite clear signs of financial distress, there is no
evidence that banks, including SBI, ever initiated insolvency
proceedings under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC).
Instead, it was an operational creditor, Vikas Shuttering Store
Private Limited that finally dragged SIIL into insolvency pro-
ceedings in November 2018 for accumulated defaults of
merely X 14.26 crore. This action, taken for a relatively small
amount compared to the company’s total debt, highlights the
apparent reluctance of major financial institutions to take de-
cisive action. The Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process
(CIRP) order was passed on September 30, 2019, followed by
a disputed mutual settlement for ¥ 9.50 crore.

The outcome of this settlement remains unclear, further un-
derscoring the opacity surrounding SIIL’s financial dealings.
According to the insolvency expert given SIIL’s precarious fi-
nancial condition according to the insolvency expert it was log-
ical to expect a standard CIRP with the promoters being
ineligible under Section 29Ao0f the IBC. However, it appears
that the promoters reached a settlement with the lenders under
Section 12A of the IBC. While such settlements can include
asset and financial restructuring, including debt-to-equity con-
version, the terms of this particular deal raise serious concerns.
The insolvency expert also highlighted that the decision by SBI
to subscribe to SIIL’s fresh equity at a premium is particularly
alarming. Typically, in such 5 restructuring scenarios, lenders
are expected to recover their debt while leaving minimal equity
value for the promoters.

SBI’s investment in equity at a premium suggests that the
bank may have written off an excessive amount of debt, inad-
vertently leaving substantial value for the very promoters re-
sponsible for the company’s financial troubles. According to
the insolvency expert this arrangement between SBI and SIIL
creates a dangerous precedent in India’s corporate debt land-
scape. It potentially encourages other defaulting companies to
seek similar deals, where they can retain control and value even
after significant defaults. Moreover, it raises questions about
the effectiveness of India’s insolvency resolution framework
and the role of public sector banks in managing distressed as-
sets.

The situation bears hallmarks of what some experts are
terming a “financial Stockholm syndrome,” where the lender
(SBI) appears to be aligning itself with the interests of the de-
faulting borrower (SIIL) rather than prioritizing the recovery
of public funds. The unusual nature of this debt restructuring
and equity investment calls for immediate regulatory scrutiny.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) needs to step in and ex-
amine SBI’s decision-making process in this matter. There is a
pressing need to ensure that public sector banks maintain strict
discipline in their approach to debt resolution and avoid creat-
ing moral hazards in the financial system. This is a watershed
moment in Indian corporate debt resolution. This move blurs
the traditional lines between lenders and equity holders, poten-
tially opening up new questionable avenues for dealing with
distressed assets. (IPA Service)

By: Er. Shahzada Athar Ishag Shah

ashmir, a region with a long and tu-

multuous history, has been shaped

by leaders who have repeatedly
compromised the aspirations of its people.
The National Conference (NC) under
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah and the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP) under Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed have both played
major roles in this. These parties have let
down the people of Kashmir by making
compromises on their ideologies and align-
ing with powers in Delhi for personal
gains, while neglecting the region’s de-
mand for autonomy self-determination and
liberty.

Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, hailed as
the “Lion of Kashmir,” began his political
career as a leader who championed the
cause of the oppressed Kashmiri Muslims.
His early years were defined by his advo-
cacy for Kashmiri autonomy and self-rule,
particularly through the establishment of
the All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Con-
ference in 1932.

However, his transition to the National
Conference in 1939 marked the beginning
of his ideological shift, as he sought to
present himself as a secular leader, aligned
with the Indian National Congress, though
some see that as a change towards better
ideology.

Abdullah’s departure from the aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri people began after
the partition of India in 1947. Initially, he
had leaned towards a plebiscite for Kash-
mir, but his relationship with Jawaharlal
Nehru, India’s first Prime Minister, ulti-
mately resulted in the Instrument of Acces-
sion, whereby Jammu & Kashmir became
a part of India, albeit with special status
under Article 370. This move, while main-
taining a degree of autonomy for Kashmir,
tied its fate to the Indian Union. Critics
argue that Sheikh Abdullah had entered
into a Faustian bargain that allowed for the
gradual erosion of Kashmir’s autonomy.
Through this, the Indian constitution’s
laws seeped into the state, diminishing its
self-governance.

In 1952, Sheikh Abdullah entered into
the Delhi Agreement with Nehru, which
confirmed that Jammu and Kashmir would
enjoy special privileges, including its own
constitution, flag, and Sadr-e-Riyasat (the
state’s head of government). However, this
agreement was seen as another betrayal, as
it effectively conceded several important
powers to the central Indian government.
This left the state’s autonomy under threat
from right-wing parties and the Indian
government alike. For many Kashmiris,
this agreement was a clear signal that
Sheikh Abdullah was more interested in
holding onto power than in securing the
full autonomy of Kashmir.

Sheikh Abdullah’s downfall came
swiftly in 1953 when he was dismissed and
imprisoned. This occurred after it was be-
lieved that he was contemplating an inde-
pendent Kashmir or leaning towards
Pakistan, something that alarmed Nehru

and Indian leadership. Abdullah’s political
games and power struggles led to his iso-
lation, with his old ally, Bakshi Ghulam
Mohammad, replacing him. Abdullah had
hoped to maintain his unchallenged rule,
but his ambiguous policies led to his own
ouster, reinforcing his image as a leader
who compromised the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people for personal power.

The 1987 Jammu and Kashmir Legisla-
tive Assembly elections represent another
troubling chapter in the history of the Na-
tional Conference’s broken promises.
Sheikh Abdullah’s son, Farooq Abdullah,
took over the reins of the party after his fa-
ther’s death in 1982. The elections were
widely rigged to ensure the victory of the
NC-Congress alliance, and this event is
often seen as a turning point that shattered
the people’s faith in democracy.

The election fraud led to the rise of
armed insurgency in Kashmir. Opposition
leaders, particularly from the Muslim
United Front (MUF), were harassed, and
votes were manipulated. Many leaders of
the MUF, who had tried to engage in
peaceful political processes, turned to mil-
itancy after losing faith in the system. This
betrayal by the NC directly fueled the in-
surgency, leaving Kashmiris disillusioned
and pushing the region into decades of vi-
olence.

Mufti Mohammad Sayeed’s career, like
that of Sheikh Abdullah, is marked by a se-
ries of ideological compromises. Initially
a member of the Congress Party, Mufti
Sayeed rose to prominence by supporting
the Indian narrative on Kashmir. His tenure
as India’s first Muslim Home Minister
from 1989 to 1990 was marked by contro-
versy, especially the kidnapping of his
daughter, Rubaiya Sayeed, by militants.
The release of militants in exchange for her
freedom was seen by many as a major
compromise, further undermining his cred-
ibility in Kashmir.

However, Mufti’s most significant ide-
ological shift came in 1999 when he
formed the People’s Democratic Party
(PDP). This new party positioned itself as
a moderate voice advocating for dialogue
and reconciliation between India and
Kashmir. While the PDP initially attracted
support by promoting the idea of “self-
rule” and peace talks, many saw this as a
calculated attempt by Mufti to rebrand
himself and gain political power in a post-
insurgency Kashmir, however some con-
sidered it as embracing a more progressive
viewpoint.

The most controversial decision in Mufti
Sayeed’s political career came in 2015
when he formed a government in alliance
with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), a
party with a starkly different vision for
Kashmir. The BJP, known for its stance on
the complete integration of Kashmir into
India and its opposition to Article 370, was
seen as an enemy of Kashmiri aspirations
for autonomy.

By entering into an alliance with the
BJP, Mufti Sayeed and the PDP betrayed
the trust of the Kashmiri people who had

supported the PDP as an alternative to the
NC and Congress. This alliance was
deeply unpopular, with many Kashmiris
feeling that Mufti had compromised his
principles for power. The PDP’s decision
to align with a party that was actively seek-
ing to dismantle Kashmir’s autonomy
alienated many of its supporters and led to
widespread protests in the region.

The history of the National Conference
and the People’s Democratic Party is one
marked by compromises and unfulfilled
commitments. From Sheikh Abdullah’s
alignment with the Indian government in
1947 to Farooq Abdullah’s rigging of the
1987 elections, and Mufti Sayeed’s al-
liance with the BJP in 2015, these leaders
have repeatedly chosen personal and polit-
ical gain over the aspirations of the Kash-
miri people. Their legacies are marked by
broken promises and unfulfilled hopes,
leaving Kashmir in a state of unresolved
conflict and disillusionment.

But it’s not just the NC and PDP any-
more. Several leaders who were once part
of these parties have broken away to form
their own factions, now serving as proxies
for the central government. These newer
parties and leaders are simply a continua-
tion of the unfulfilled promises we’ve wit-
nessed for decades, who are now aligned
closely with the ruling party at the Centre,
further deepening the manipulation and
erosion of local authority.

These parties—both old and new—
claim they will restore Article 370, but this
is nothing more than political theatre. They
know full well that the constitutional
amendment that removed our special status
cannot easily be reversed. Yet they con-
tinue to make empty promises, preying on
the hopes of the people. Their claims are
hollow, designed to exploit our pain and
frustrations for their own electoral gain.

Moreover, these leaders have not been
courageous enough to speak for the voice-
less in Kashmir. The real issues—unem-
ployment, lack of development, and the
suppression of civil liberties—are often ig-
nored. The common people are left in a
state of fear, unable to raise their voices
against the injustices they face daily. These
parties prefer to stay silent on these matters
because addressing them would mean
going against the powers that be, some-
thing they are unwilling to do.

What Kashmir needs now is true leader-
ship—individuals who will advocate for
the rights of the people, not for personal or
political gain. We need leaders who have
the courage to speak about the suppressed
issues, those that common people cannot
discuss openly due to fear. This suppres-
sion cannot continue if we are ever to see
lasting peace and prosperity. The grave-
yard silence that currently pervades our
land is not peace. Real peace comes from
justice, equality, and the freedom to ex-
press our desires for a better future. We de-
serve leaders who will fight for this, not
just for their next electoral win. (The au-
thor can be reached at
shahather98@gmail.com)
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How Hanol became a hub for  Why do Indians not use the right terms for sex?
French scholars studying India

By: Ajay Kamalakaran

he French first arrived in India in the

17th century, but for another 100

years or so, they had no interest in its
civilisation. India was just another source of
trade for them — until Abraham Hyacinthe
Anquetil-Duperron came along.

Anquetil-Duperron, the son of a spice im-
porter, had dedicated himself to classical
studies and philology. He travelled to India
in 1754 and ended up spending eight years
in the country, learning Persian, Sanskrit and
other Indian languages as well as Zoroas-
trian theology. He published the first Euro-
pean translation of the Avesta and became
the first professional French Indologist. It
was he who conceived the institutional
framework for the profession.

“It is true that a few missionaries have al-
ready produced some work on Asia that is
important and even essential in its genre,”
Anquetil-Duperron wrote. “European schol-
ars have also extended the field of our
knowledge in the same area.

However, their work suffers from certain
drawbacks. On the one hand, these relate to
the duties attached to the state of being a
missionary. On the other, there are draw-
backs such as being deprived of the com-
pany of Orientals, and the advantages of
being able to do all things they do, and see-
ing things with their eyes.”

Anquetil-Duperron insisted that another
way had to be tried or else these disadvan-
tages would prevent France from having a
“satisfactory understanding” of Asian coun-
tries. “This gulf will never be bridged by
simple travellers’ tales from soldiers, sailors
or traders,” he warned.

His solution was straightforward: “It is
professional scholars who are needed, schol-
ars who travel.” “But how will they be able
to do this? We know that communication
helps to increase understanding, and that
distant countries sometimes have needs that
require informed and prompt help. A way
that might be advantageous to both sides
could be to set up what | might call travel-
ling academies.”

Anquetil-Duperron died in 1805, with his
wish to establish such academies unfulfilled.
But his work became popular in France. The
Collége de France in Paris introduced San-
skrit as a subject in 1814, followed by others
such as the Ecole Pratique des Hautes
Etudes, which was established in 1868, and
the Ecole des Langues Orientales.

At these schools, the emphasis “was on
the study of classical languages and texts or
written documents taken out of their original
context,” write Catherine Clémentin-Ojha
and Pierre-Yves Manguin in their book A
Century in Asia: The History of the Ecole
Francaise D’extréme-Orient (2007).

It was Anquetil-Duperron’s ideas that pro-
vided the framework for the Ecole Francgaise
D’extréme-Orient (or the French School of
the Far East, abbreviated as EFEO). This in-
stitute played a priceless role in enabling In-
dologists and Sanskrit scholars from France
to engage in research and conservation in
what was called “Further India”.

The EFEO was established in Hanoi in
1900 while it was under French colonial oc-
cupation. Its first researchers were either In-
dologists or Sinologists, many of whom
knew Sanskrit.

Although it opened in French-occupied
Indochina, the EFEO had a pan-Asian out-
look from the start. “The goal was to deepen
knowledge about the civilisations of India
and China and their influence in Southeast
Asia,” Clémentin-Ojha and Manguin say.

The school followed Anquetil-Duperron’s
vision. “In a university setting where Asia
was studied through texts and from Europe,
the EFEO saw itself as playing an original
role,” Clémentin-Ojha and Manguin say.
“From the time of its foundation, it allowed
its members to conduct their prolonged re-
search in situ and facilitated their direct con-
tact with Asians on the very site where their
traditions had evolved.”

New generation

One of the co-founders of the EFEO was
Sylvain Lévi. A “brilliant Indologist” who
was “prodigiously erudite”, Lévi became “a
professor at the Collége de France at the age
of 31,” say Clémentin-Ojha and Manguin.

Lévi was a master of Sanskrit as well as
Japanese and classical Chinese. He taught
and inspired a whole generation of Indolo-
gists such as George Coedes, who was the
director of the EFEO from 1929 to 1947 and
whose book The Indianized states of South-
east Asia is a definitive text on the subject.

About his mentor Lévi, Coedeés said, “His
intellectual brilliance was supported by an
unfailing memory, a rare ability to assimilate
knowledge and an uncommon power to
work without flagging.”

“As competent as a pandit in Sanskrit, he
still found time to learn Chinese in spite of
his workload, as he considered a knowledge
of that language indispensable in his studies
of Buddhism,” Coedeés added. “For the same
reason later on, he felt he had to learn Japan-
ese. He was always ready to make the effort
needed to acquire a new tool for his work.”

In 1911, Lévi took a critical look at how
the “Orient” was seen in France. “In princi-
ple this is simply a geographical term,” Lévi

explained. “In fact, it is a brutal conception
that sweepingly divides up humanity into
two halves, in the vein of the old hellenistic
idea of barbarians. Its crude symbolism con-
veys a sense of the smug pride of the West
that scorns the whole world outside its bor-
ders.”

Even in the early 20th-century France,
there was little understanding of the great
civilisations of Asia, such as India and
China. Knowledge of these countries was
“not ranked highly in institutions of higher
learning,” Clémentin-Ojha and Manguin
write. “Certainly, a discipline focussing on
the Orient had existed from the second half
of the 17th century but Oriental studies and
orientalism had a marginal place in compar-
ison with the Classical studies which were
considered an integral part of the education
of any cultivated man.”

Nehru’s request

While a large number of French scholars
focused on the Indian influence in In-
dochina, one of Lévi’s best students, Jules
Bloch, was determined to follow in An-
quetil-Duperron’s footsteps and live in
India. Bloch, who graduated from the Ecole
des Langues Orientales, majoring in Hindi
and Tamil, became a member of the EFEO
in 1905 and lived in Hanoi for three years
before moving to India.

Bloch’s first stop in India was the French
colony of Pondicherry, where he put his
knowledge of Tamil to good use. “His first
port of call in India was Tamil Nadu but
eventually he settled in Maratha country at
Poona with R.G. [Ramakrishna Gopal]
Bhandarkar, and a group of philologists
gathered around him,” Clémentin-Ojha and
Manguin write.

His book titled Caste et dialectes en ta-
moul (Caste and Tamil Dialects) was pub-
lished after he returned to Paris. The book
illustrates “how sociological and linguistic
research could happily go hand in hand,”
says the EFEO on its website.

In 1914, he published his thesis titled La
formation de la langue marathe (The Forma-
tion of the Marathi Language), which the
EFEO calls “the greatest fruit of his stay in
India”. This was turned into a book in 1919
and translated into Marathi in 1941 and Eng-
lish in 1970.

“In his second major work published in
1934, L’indo-aryen, du Veda aux temps
modernes (The Indo-Aryan, from the Vedas
to Modern Times), he describes the lan-
guages of India in direct relation to Sanskrit,
and Sanskrit itself, in all its forms and with
its Iranian connections,” the EFEO says.

Bloch moved back to Paris in 1937, where
he was appointed professor of Sanskrit lan-
guage and literature at the College de
France. This was the same position Bloch’s
mentor Lévi had held until his death two
years earlier.

The outbreak of the Second World War
and the subsequent German occupation of
Paris forced Bloch out of the institution. He
returned to the College de France and his
professorship once the city was liberated in
1944 and stayed on for the next seven years.
His most notable work in the post-war years
was Structure grammaticale des langues dra-
vidiennes (Grammatical Structure of Dra-
vidian Languages). Published in 1946, the
book was translated into English by Ra-
makrishna Harshe in 1954.

The EFEO, encouraged by Jawaharlal
Nehru, finally set up its first centre in India
in Pondicherry in 1955. By this time, thanks
to the efforts of Indologists like Lévi, Co-
edes and Bloch, India studies had become
well established in France.

“The aspiration was simply to set up a
great French research centre in India that
would be comparable to that of the Mecca
of Orientalism, the Asiatic Society of Cal-
cutta,” Clémentin-Ojha and Manguin write.
“Unlike the British, for lack of any dedi-
cated base in India, French Indologists had
great difficulty carrying out long-term stud-
ies in their chosen country. They had to
work principally outside the frontier of the
subcontinent. Some studied the effects of the
expansion of Buddhism or Brahminisim in
Southeast Asia or ‘Further India’ as the re-
gions which had undergone Indian influence
were then known.”

Although India, after attaining independ-
ence in 1947 from Britain, pushed France to
leave its colonies in the country, the French
scholarship in further establishing the an-
cient links between India and South East
Asia was appreciated. Indian diplomat and
historian KM Panikkar, for instance, praised
the work of the EFEO while serving as
India’s first ambassador to China: “What-
ever its lack of success in other domains,
France in the Orient stands out for its sym-
pathetic understanding in the cultural do-
main.” Panikkar added that the EFEO had
earned the “gratitude of the peoples of Asia
for the magnificent work of its scholars in
the restoration and conservation of monu-
ments, the collection, publication and inter-
pretation of inscriptions and other related
activities”.

The opening of the centre in Pondicherry
led to an increase in French scholarship of
India, cementing France’s place as one of
the leaders in Indology. (Courtesy:
Scroll.in)

By: Vibha

judgment, all because you have to act a certain

way. Using terms like “vagina,” “penis,” or
“sex” sounds wrong, and children are taught dif-
ferent words. This lack of sex education in India
has resulted in a lack of awareness where people
are grown adults and don’t know what terms like
consent, rape, or porn addiction mean.

As a fifth grader, each of us found it surpris-
ing—both boys and girls—what this “workshop”
was that only girls were allowed to attend while
the guys sat back and listened in class. Oh, it was
just about periods.

Now, why do we think that it’s wrong for men
to learn about it? Okay, fine, they learnt it later in
seventh grade but separately. Why are we teaching
growing children gender stigma and making it a
belief? Why do licensed doctors and educated
teachers feel the need to be ashamed to talk about
something so important?

When you think about it, sex ed teachers only
talked about hormones or hair growing out of
some place. Yes, that is important, but sex ed, as
it is, is more important. Women and men should
know the terms, the ways, and how to protect
themselves. | think ninth graders are well enough
aware of it, but what a licensed doctor teaches
about our anatomy a YouTuber or a porn
movie/video can never teach.

In India, about 9% of girls between the ages of
15 and 19 get pregnant annually. This is about 8—
14% of all pregnancies in India. According to one
study, 32% of adolescents had at least one sexually
transmitted infection (STI). The most common
STIs were chlamydia (23%), trichomoniasis
(5.6%), herpes simplex (4.6%), and gonorrhea

I ndia is known for its stereotypical nature and

(3.1%).

This study found that STIs were more common
among adolescents who were illiterate, lived in
rural areas, or came from poor or middle-class
families. These statistics prove that a lack of
awareness will result in consequences. Also, to re-
mind you, many do not report their cases because
of embarrassment or they just don’t know about
it.

When will we learn that Western culture has
consumed us, and that is okay until the fact that
we can raise awareness just the same way? Sex has
become a need to the youth for pleasure, and it is
not anyone else’s right to judge them. | am not
saying that sex should be encouraged, but contra-
ceptives exist, and if the time comes, support your
loved ones if they want an abortion.

How Do We Promote Using Correct Termi-
nology?

1. Sex Education in Schools:

Sex ed should be incorporated in schools at
early ages so both boys and girls are aware of con-
sent, social stigma, healthy relationships, and hav-
ing a secure feeling. The speaker should be a
licensed doctor, and they should provide an unbi-
ased medical opinion rather than a cultural one.

2. Sex Education at Home:

It is not only a teacher’s duty to give informa-
tion about sex ed, but also the parents’ responsi-
bility to have an open conversation about personal
safety or concerns. This can help avoid rape or
sexual violence or help figure it out.

3. School Counselors:

Having a licensed therapist or counselor in the
school is important not only for sex/body-related
questions but for anything that matters. They
should not reveal anything, even to the principal,
as that has become the main reason why the youth

doesn’t trust therapists.

4. Social Media Awareness:

There are still many out there who believe that
using these words is shameful, embarrassing, or
just weird, but it’s not.

Changing Mindsets About Sex

Now, how do we change the mindsets of people
who have long believed that sex is only for pro-
creation? The first thing is that love is more than
sex. Consent should matter rather than cultural or
traditional belief.

Most religious texts, unfortunately, give fewer
rights to women, and we don’t know who actually
wrote that. Sex has become a moral compass-re-
lated issue—Tlike even more than rape. Using eu-
phemisms can lead to conflict.

Some don’t know about these euphemisms, like
“banana” or “apple,” and while it may seem child-
ish, funny, or silly to some, it could actually end
up violating someone else. Especially when com-
municating about sex, one should never use eu-
phemisms because obviously not everyone is
aware of them. This could lead to violations of
consent, misunderstandings, misinformation, feel-
ings of insecurity, and even loneliness or the belief
that it was your mistake and that you feel dirty. Al-
ways remember that you are not alone and that
there is someone who will listen to you.

Although right now remaining ignorant can be
your choice, in a few years issues like this will
arise. As the world develops, so do people’s mind-
sets. Especially the Generation Z—the ones who
will have kids later—have already planned out that
they’ll educate their kids. Terms aren’t weird or
gross, because as a teen or an adult, you have to
learn to understand your body and the opposite
gender’s body as well. (Courtesy: Youth Ki
Awaaz)

What are the early signs of multiple sclerosis (MS)?

By: Jayne Leonard

S is a relapsing or pro-
gressive disease of the
central nervous system

(CNS). It occurs when the body’s
immune system mistakenly attacks
the healthy nerves of the brain and
spinal cord. According to the Na-
tional Multiple Sclerosis Society
(NMSS), the disease affects nearly
1 million adults in the United
States. Most people with MS expe-
rience their first symptoms in their
20s or 30s.

Early intervention offers the best
chance at preventing long-term dis-
ability. So it is crucial to recognize
the initial symptoms of MS and
seek prompt medical attention.

Vision changes with MS

The National Institute of Neuro-
logical Disorders and Stroke re-
ports that vision problems are often
the first symptom of MS. Inflam-
mation and demyelination disrupt
vision when it affects the optic
nerves.

Possible vision changes include:

* blurred vision

* double vision

* red color distortion

* loss of vision

* pain with eye movement when
looking up or to the side

Fatigue and weakness with MS

Most people with MS experience
fatigue and weakness. Nerve dam-
age in the spine and brain results in
long-term, or chronic, fatigue.
Weakness most commonly affects
one extremity at a time before af-
fecting other body parts. The
symptom may be very bothersome
for several days to a few weeks or
barely detectable to start with and
worsen over time.

Tingling and numbness with

S

Tingling and numbness are other
common early warning signs of
MS. These symptoms most often
occur in the:

e arms

« face

* hands

e legs

Initially, the numbness and tin-
gling may be very noticeable.
However, this can become painful
over time. Most of the time, these
symptoms are not disabling ini-

-

tially.

Symptoms can come and go in
periods of exacerbation, when they
worsen, and remission, when they
lessen in severity but do not re-
solve completely.

Pain and spasms with MS

Up to two-thirds of people with
MS worldwide report experiencing
related pain. Examples of short-
term pain include:

« trigeminal neuralgia, a sudden,
severe pain in the face

 Lhermitte’s sign, a brief, elec-
tric shock-like sensation from the
back of the head down the spine

* neuropathic pain, a burning or
sharp sensation around the body

* MS hug, a sensation of pressure
around the ribs

Dizziness and loss of balance
with MS

Dizziness and balance problems
affect many people with MS. They
may experience:

« feeling off balance

« frequent falls

« near-falls, such as tripping

« a feeling of falling toward one
side or the other

These symptoms can cause peo-
ple to lose their balance, fall, or
find it difficult to walk. Less com-
monly, people with MS experience
vertigo, which is the sensation that
the surroundings are spinning.

Bladder and bowel issues with
MS

The majority of people with MS
experience some degree of bladder
dysfunction. Bladder issues occur
when lesions affect nerve signals
that control the bladder and urinary
function.

Symptoms typically include:

e increased urinary frequency

e urinary urgency

« difficulty starting urination

* nighttime urination

* incontinence

« difficulty emptying the bladder

Bowel issues are also common in
people with MS. Most experience
constipation or loss of bowel con-
trol.

Sexual problems with MS

Sexual arousal begins in the
CNS when the brain sends mes-
sages to the sex organs. Damage to
these nerves causes some people
with MS to notice changes in their
levels of sexual desire, sexual ac-
tivity, and ability to orgasm. Other
symptoms of MS, such as fatigue
and pain, may also reduce sexual
desire.

Cognitive  and
changes with MS

Approximately half of all people
with MS will notice cognitive
changes that cause:

« difficulty finding words

e memory loss

« difficulty with the speed of pro-
cessing information

Other symptoms of MS

Less common symptoms that af-
fect people with MS include:

* headaches

* hearing loss

« speech problems

e trouble swallowing

» walking difficulties

« itching feelings

* loss of taste

Risk factors for MS

MS is an autoimmune disease
that damages the CNS. The exact
cause is not clear. However, ge-
netic and environmental factors

emotional

likely play a role in its onset. Fac-
tors that increase the risk of devel-
oping MS include:

e Age: MS most commonly ap-
pears in people aged between 20
and 40 years. However, it can
occur at any age.

e Sex: The condition affects
three times as many women as
men, according to the NMSS.

e Family history: A person who
has a family member with MS may
have a higher chance of developing
it.

« Infection: Several viruses may
increase the risk of MS, including
an abnormal immune reaction to
the Epstein-Barr virus, which
causes infectious mononucleosis.

e Geographic region: MS is
more common in temperate cli-
mates than in sunny regions.
Within the U.S., the condition is
more common in northern states.

* Race: MS can affect people of
any background. Recent research
indicates the incidence of MS
among Black people is consistent
with the rate among white people.

When to contact a doctor

Anyone with early symptoms of
MS should consult a doctor with-
out delay. Damage to the CNS can
occur before a person experiences
symptoms.

Early diagnosis and treatment
can provide the best chance of pre-
venting disability. Many treatments
can help slow the progression of
MS, and medication can help alle-
viate symptoms such as pain, fa-
tigue, and bladder problems.

Summary

The signs of MS can vary
widely. Most people who develop
MS have symptoms in their 20s or
30s. Early signs include vision
changes, numbness and tingling,
and weakness. However, people
may experience these symptoms at
any point, or they may recur
throughout the course of the dis-
ease. Some MS effects, such as
muscle spasms, chronic pain, and
emotional disturbances, only occur
later.

Anyone concerned about symp-
toms that may indicate MS should
talk with their doctor. The sooner a
person starts treatment, the more
effective it will likely be. (Cour-
tesy: Medical News Today)

Social media age limit: Will banning
children be enough?

By: Asha lyer Kumar

to use social media has sparked a global debate about how best to

Australia’s recent proposal to introduce a minimum age for children

protect young people from its negative effects. With the govern-
ment suggesting an age limit between 14 and 16, the intention is clear:
shield children from the social harms linked to excessive screen time,
mental health issues, and unrealistic social comparisons. But is an outright
ban the answer? Can we expect this move to be effective, or are we
merely sweeping the problem under the carpet?

In theory, setting an age limit seems like a straightforward solution to
mitigate the risks associated with social media. However, the reality is
far more complex. One of the most significant challenges in enforcing an
age limit on social media is the sheer difficulty of verifying users’ ages
reliably. Most platforms already have minimum age requirements. Yet,
we all know that younger children are active on these platforms, often
bypassing age restrictions by simply entering a false birth date during

registration.

It’s a loophole too easy to exploit, and without a robust verification
system, raising the age limit can't be a solution. Some platforms have at-
tempted to introduce measures such as ID verification or even facial
recognition, but these solutions come with their own set of concerns.

For instance, YouTube Kids requires credit card information to verify
the parent’s identity. While well-intentioned, this method raises privacy
concerns and is far from foolproof. Moreover, tech-savvy children often
outsmart such measures using VPNs. Banning social media for children
without a watertight system to monitor and regulate their access is like
locking the front door while leaving the back door wide open. When dis-
cussing social media and its impact on children, parental oversight in-
evitably comes into play. Parents are expected to monitor and control their

children’s access to these platforms, but can they realistically do so in

this hyper-connected world?

The answer, unfortunately, is no. Even the most diligent parents cannot
be expected to oversee every minute of their children’s online activity. A
well-meaning ban on social media might give parents a false sense of se-
curity, but it doesn’t change the reality that children will find ways to ac-

cess these platforms.

If we push them off regulated, mainstream platforms, they may seek
refuge in the darker, unregulated corners of the internet—spaces where
risks of cyberbullying, exposure to harmful content and even predatory
behaviour are even greater. Social media is, undeniably, a double-edged

sword.

On the one hand, it exposes children to unrealistic portrayals of life,
leading to anxiety, depression, and a constant need to measure up to oth-
ers. On the other hand, it provides a space for young people to connect,
express themselves, and access educational resources. Banning it outright
may remove the toxic aspects but also deny them these valuable oppor-

tunities.

As parents and educators, our challenge is to strike a balance. Instead
of rushing towards a ban, it might be more prudent to focus on equipping
children with the skills they need to navigate the online world responsibly.
Digital literacy, mental health education, and open conversations between
parents and children can go a long way in protecting young minds from

the pitfalls of social media.

Rather than looking at social media as an enemy to be vanquished, we
should view it as a tool that requires careful handling. Age restrictions,
when implemented properly, can help shield younger users, but without
holistic solutions—ranging from better parental support to more reliable
age verification methods—their efficacy will be limited. (Courtesy: The

Pioneer)
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Xi Jinping pays tribute to fallen heroes ahead of 75" National Day of PRC

BEIJING, Sept 30: Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping and other state and
party leaders paid floral tributes on
Monday to fallen heroes to mark
Martyrs' Day at the sprawling
Tiananmen Square in central Bei-
jing.

The Martyrs' Day was observed
ahead of the 75th National Day of
the People's Republic of China
(PRC) on Tuesday.

Xi, along with Premier Li Qiang,
and other leaders was joined by

representatives from all walks of
life to pay tributes to the monument
built in memory of martyrs of the
revolutionary struggle during the
19th and 20th centuries leading to
the formation of PRC on October
1, 1949, headed by the ruling Com-
munist Party of China (CPC)
founder Mao Zedong.

China will observe a week shut
down from Tuesday to mark the
national day holidays.

Marking the occasion, Xi, 71, on

France’s Le Pen denies wrongdoing
as she, her party go on trial

accused of embezz

PARIS, Sept 30: French far-right
leader Marine Le Pen denied vio-
lating any rules as she and her Na-
tional Rally party and two dozen
others went on trial accused of em-
bezzling European Parliament
funds.

Avrriving at the court in Paris on
Monday, Le Pen said “we have not
violated any political and regula-
tory rules of the European Parlia-
ment” and vowed to present
“extremely serious and extremely
solid arguments? in the trial”.

The case has the potential to de-
rail her politi-
cal ambitions. [
The nine-week
trial will be
closely
watched by Le
Pen's political
rivals as she re-
mains a strong
contender in
the race to suc-
ceed Em-
manuel Macron When the next
presidential election takes place in
2027.

The stakes are high for Marine
Le Pen as she and other officials
from the French far-right party Na-
tional Rally go on trial Monday
over accusations of embezzling Eu-
ropean Union funds. The case has
the potential to derail her political
ambitions.

The nine-week trial will be
closely watched by Le Pen's politi-
cal rivals as she remains a strong
contender in the race to succeed
Emmanuel Macron when the next
presidential election takes place in
2027.

It comes as a new government
dominated by centrists and conser-

ing EU funds

vatives just came into office in the
wake of June-July legislative elec-
tions. Some observers expect the
trial could prevent National Rally
lawmakers, including Le Pen her-
self, from fully playing their oppo-
sition role in Parliament as they
would be busy focusing on the
party's defense.

Since stepping down as party
leader three years ago, Le Pen has
sought to position herself as a
mainstream candidate capable of
appealing to a broader electorate.
Her efforts have paid off, with the
party making
significant
gains in recent
elections  at
both the Euro-
pean and na-
tional levels.
But a quilty
verdict could
seriously un-
dermine  her
- bid to take the
Elysee.

The National Rally and 27 of its
top officials are accused of having
used money destined for EU parlia-
mentary aides to pay staff who in-
stead did political work for the
party between 2004 and 2016, in
violation of the 27-nation bloc's
regulations. The National Rally
was called National Front at the
time.

Le Pen, whose party has soft-
ened its anti-EU stance in recent
years, is denying wrongdoing and
claims the case is politically driven.

“Parliamentary assistants do not
work for the Parliament. They are
political assistants to elected offi-
cials, political by definition,” she
argued in her defence. (AP)

Japan's likely next leader says will call
election for Oct 27 once he takes office

TOKYO, Sept 30: Shigeru Ishiba, the head of Japan's governing party,
said on Monday he plans to call a parliamentary election to be held on Oc-
tober 27 after he is elected as prime minister on Tuesday. Ishiba was cho-
sen as the Liberal Democratic Party's leader on Friday and is assured to
also succeed Fumio Kishida as prime minister because the party's coalition
controls parliament. Ishiba mentioned the election date as he announced
his top party leadership lineup Monday ahead of forming his Cabinet. The
plan is not official since he is not prime minister yet, but Ishiba said he
mentioned the date early for the logistical convenience of those who have

to prepare on relatively short notice.

Considered a defence policy expert, Ishiba secured a come-from-behind
win against Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, a staunch con-
servative who hoped to become the country's first female prime minister,
in Friday's vote. The LDP has had a nearly unbroke tenure governing Japan
since World War I1. The party members may have seen Ishiba's more cen-
trist views as crucial in pushing back challenges by the liberal-leaning op-
position and winning voter support as the party reels from corruption
scandals that drove down outgoing Kishida's popularity.

Ishiba is a defence and security expert and has proposed an Asian ver-
sion of NATO military alliance. He has also advocated for more equal
Japan-US security alliance, including joint management of US bases in
Japan and having training bases for Japanese forces in the United States.

(AP)

Sunday awarded the highest state
honours to several Chinese veter-
ans.

He also presented China's
Friendship Medal to Dilma Rouss-
eff, former Brazilian president and
the Chair of the Shanghai-based
New Development Bank of BRICS
(Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa).

Lauding Rousseff as an out-
standing representative of China's
old and good friends, Xi said the

Chinese people will never forget
international friends who have sig-
nificantly contributed to the coun-
try's  development and the
friendship between the Chinese and
foreign people.

The Chinese people stand ready
to work together with people from
various countries to safeguard
world peace and promote common
development, he said.

Xi said the CPC has led the Chi-
nese people in creating the twin

miracles of rapid economic growth
and long-term social stability.

China is now in a crucial period
for building a great modern social-
ist country in all respects and
achieving national rejuvenation
through modernisation, he said.

"All party members and people
of all ethnic groups should take he-
roes and role models as examples,
unite and strive forward to form a
mighty force to build a strong
China," Xi said. (PTI)

As dy secy-gen, Naim Kassem now is the acting leader of Hezbollah until a replacement for Nasrallah IS chosen

Hezbollah’s acting leader vows

to fig

BEIRUT, Sept 30: Hezbollah's
acting leader vowed on Monday to
continue battling Israel and said the
militant group was prepared for a
long fight even after much of its top
command was wiped out, including
its leader Hassan Nasrallah.

Israeli strikes have killed Nasral-
lah and six of his top commanders
and officials in the last 10 days, and
have hit what the military says are
thousands of militant targets across
large parts of Lebanon.

Over 1,000 people have been
killed in Lebanon in the past two
weeks, nearly a quarter of them
women and children, according to
the Health Ministry.

Early Monday, an airstrike hit a
residential building, wiping out one
apartment, damaging others, and
killing three Palestinian militants in
central Beirut, as Israel appeared to
send a clear message that no part of
Lebanon is out of bounds.

Despite the heavy blow Hezbol-
lah has suffered in recent weeks,
acting leader Naim Kassem said in
a televised statement that if Israel
decides to launch a ground offen-
sive, the group's fighters are ready
— noting that the commanders
killed have already been replaced.

“Israel was not able to affect our
(military) capabilities,” Kassem
said in his first speech since Nas-
rallah was killed. “There are deputy

Russia targets 11 Ukrainian regions
as It steps up drone attacks

KY1V, Sept 30: Russia fired missiles and drones at 11 regions of

commanders and there are replace-
ments in case a commander is
wounded in any post.”

He added that Hezbollah antici-
pated “the battle could be long”.

A founding member of Hezbol-
lah who had been Nasrallah's long-
time deputy, Kassem will remain in
his acting position until the group's
leadership elects a replacement.
The man widely expected to take
over the top post is Hashem Safied-
dine, a cousin of Nasrallah who
oversees the group's political af-
fairs.

Hezbollah has significantly in-
creased its rocket attacks in the past
week to several hundred daily, but
most have been intercepted or
fallen in open areas. Several people
have been wounded in Israel. There
have been no fatalities since two
soldiers were killed near the border
on September 19.

But Hezbollah's capabilities re-
main unclear. As recently as two
weeks ago, a strike like Monday's
in central Beirut — outside of the
main areas where Hezbollah oper-
ates and next to a busy transporta-
tion hub normally crowded with
buses, taxis and vans — would
have been seen as a major escala-
tion and likely followed by a long-
range Hezbollah strike into Israel.

But the unspoken rules of the
long-running conflict are no longer

clear.

It's possible that Hezbollah is
holding back to save resources for
a bigger battle, including a threat-
ened Israeli ground invasion. But
the militant group might also be in
disarray after Israeli intelligence
apparently penetrated its highest
levels.

In the past week, Israel has fre-
quently targeted Beirut's southern
suburbs, where Hezbollah has a
strong presence — including the
massive strike on Friday that killed
Nasrallah — but had not hit loca-
tions closer to the city centre.

The strike early Monday killed
three members of the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine, a
small, leftist faction that has not
been meaningfully involved in
months of fighting between Israel
and Hezbollah in Lebanon. Israel
has not claimed the strike but is
widely assumed to have carried it
out.

Also on Monday, Hamas an-
nounced that its top commander in
Lebanon, Fatah Sharif, was killed
with his family in an airstrike on
the Al-Buss refugee camp in the
southern port city of Tyre. The Is-
raeli military confirmed that it had
targeted him.

Hezbollah began firing rockets,
drones and missiles into northern
Israel after Hamas' October 7 at-
tack from Gaza into Israel sparked
the war there. Hezbollah and
Hamas are allies and both sup-
ported by Iran, and Hezbollah said
it would continue the attacks in sol-
idarity with the Palestinians until
there was a cease-fire in Gaza.

Israel has responded to the rock-
ets with airstrikes in Lebanon,
where Hezbollah is based, and the
fighting has steadily escalated over
the past year. The Lebanese gov-
ernment says the fighting may have
displaced up to a million people, al-
though the UN estimate is around

Ukraine, the Ukrainian air force said on Monday, in a 33rd consec-
utive night of aerial attacks behind the front line and set a new
monthly record of drone barrages.

In Kyiv, multiple explosions and machine gun fire could be heard
throughout the night as the Ukrainian capital's air defences fought
off a drone attack for five hours. No casualties were reported in Kyiv
or elsewhere, though a “critical infrastructure object” caught fire in
the southern MyKolaiv region, Gov. Vitalii Kim said, without elab-
orating. Russia has increasingly deployed Shahed drones, rather than
more expensive missiles, in its aerial bombardment of Ukrainian
cities since its full-scale invasion of its neighbour in February 2022.

It launched more than 1,300 Shahed drones at Ukraine in Sep-
tember alone — the highest number of drone attacks in a single
month since the war began. Ukraine, too, has developed a new gen-
eration of drones for the battlefield and for long-range strikes deep
inside Russia. More than 100 Ukrainian drones were shot down over
Russia on Sunday, Russian officials said. Also Monday, Russian
President Vladimir Putin released a video marking the second an-
niversary of the annexation of four Ukrainian territories and again
accused the West of turning Ukraine into “a military base aimed at
Russia”.

Putin was speaking to mark the annexation of the Donetsk,
Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions of Ukraine after a ref-
erendum held in 2022 which was denounced by the West as a sham.
Russia also illegally annexed Crimea in 2014.

Since 2022, Putin said, businesses in the occupied areas are being
“actively restored” and hospitals and schools are being rebuilt.
Thousands of Ukrainians fled from the four regions as a result of
Russia’s invasion, but Putin said Russia's military operation in the
country was to defend residents' “well-being” and the “future for
our children and grandchildren”. (AP)

WASHINGTON, Sept 30: Presi-
dent Joe Biden says he will visit
Hurricane Helene-impacted areas
this week as long as it does not dis-
rupt rescue and recovery operations.

Biden was briefed again on Sun-
day evening about the impact of the
devastating storm on an enormous
swath of the Southeast.

In a brief exchange with re-
porters, he described the impact of
the storm as “stunning” and said
that the administration is giving
states “everything we have” to help
with their response to the storm.

Biden planned to speak about the
administration's response efforts in
remarks from the White House on
Monday.

The White House also said Vice
President Kamala Harris will visit
the storm-ravaged areas "as soon as
it is possible without disrupting
emergency response operations.”

At a Las Vegas rally Sunday
night, Harris spoke about the impact
of Helene, saying, “I know every-
one here sends their thoughts and
prayer for the folks who have been
so devastated by that hurricane.”

She added: “We will stand with

these communities for as long as it
takes and make sure they are able to
rebuild.”

Harris was spending Sunday
night in Las Vegas and had planned
campaign stops in the city on Mon-
day. But her office announced that
she'd instead head back to Washing-
ton earlier than expected and will
attend a briefing on the
damage caused by He-
lene at the headquar-
ters of the Federal
Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

A North Car-
olina county that
includes the
mountain city of \g
Asheville reported
earlier on Sunday that
30 people were killed due
to the storm, pushing the overaII
death toll to at least 91 people
across several states.

Biden on Sunday evening made
calls to several state and local gov-
ernment officials in areas impacted
by the hurricane, including Georgia
Gov. Brian Kemp; North Carolina
Gov. Roy Cooper; Valdosta, Geor-

ht on after Nasrallah's death

200,000.

Tens of thousands of Israelis
have also been displaced. Israel has
vowed to keep fighting until the at-
tacks stop and its citizens can re-
turn to their homes.

The United States and its allies
have called for a cease-fire, hoping
to avoid further escalation that
could draw in Iran and set off a
wider war. But Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu has
shown little interest, as his country
racks up military achievements
against a longtime foe.

Some Israelis broke into sponta-
neous celebrations after Nasrallah's
death was announced. Videos cir-
culated of crowds at bars singing a
song in Hebrew mocking him. A
news anchor on a pro-Netanyahu
station sang and danced as the stu-
dio audience joined in with him
while a commentator on Israel's
largest TV station offered co-pan-
elists celebratory shots.

Hezbollah, which boasts tens of
thousands of battle-hardened fight-
ers and long-range missiles capable
of hitting anywhere inside Israel,
has long been seen as the most
powerful militant group in the re-
gion and a key partner to Iran in
both threatening and deterring Is-
rael. Hezbollah fought Israel to a
month-long stalemate in their 2006
war, (AP)

Biden says he hopes to visit Helene-impacted areas
this week If It doesn’t Impact emergency response

gia Mayor Scott Matheson; and
Taylor County, Florida Emergency
Management Director John Louk.
Biden told the officials the ad-
ministration “will continue provid-
ing support  to impacted
communities — for as long as it
takes," according to the White

House.

Biden, who spent much
of the weekend at his

. beach house in
\ Delaware, has re-
ceived frequent
updates on the

storm from
FEMA adminis-

trator Deanne

Criswell, homeland
security adviser Liz
Sherwood-Randall and
other officials.

Harris received similar brief-
ings while on board Air Force Two,
according to the White House.

The White House said Biden di-
rected Criswell to figure out what
can be done to accelerate support to
isolated communities that are hav-
ing difficulty accessing assistance.
(AP)

Flooding deaths in Nepal reach 193 as  Sorean courtsentencesto - Rwanda reports 8 deaths linked to Ebola-like

recovery work is stepped up

prison 3 police officers over

K1 G A L I

Health Minister Sabin

Marburg virus days after declarrng outbreak

KATHMANDU Sept 30: The number of peo-
ple killed in Nepal by flooding and landslides
triggered by heavy rainfall over the weekend
reached 193 while recovery and rescue work
stepped up on Monday.

Many of the deaths were in the capital, Kath-
mandu, which got heavy rainfall, and much of
southern part of the city was flooded. Police
said in a statement that 31 people were still re-
ported missing and 96 people were injured
across the Himalayan nation.

A landslide killed three dozen people on a
blocked highway about 16 kilometers (10
miles) from Kathmandu. The landslide buried
at least three buses and other vehicles where
people were sleeping because the highway was
blocked.

Kathmandu had remained cut off all weekend
as the three highways out of the city were
blocked by landslides. Workers were able to
temporarily open up the key Prithvi highway,
removing rocks, mud and trees that had been
washed from the mountains. The home minister
announced temporary shelters would be built
for people who lost their homes and monetary

help would be available for the families of those
killed and to the people who were injured by the
flooding and landslides. Prime Minister Khadga
Prasad Oli was returning home Monday from
attending the U.N. General Assembly meeting
and has called an emergency meeting, his office
said. Improved weather has allowed rescue and
recovery work to be stepped up.

Residents in the southern part of Kathmandu,
which was inundated on Saturday, were clean-
ing up houses as water levels began to recede.
At least 34 people were killed in Kathmandu,
which was the hardest hit by flooding.

Police and soldiers were assisting with rescue
efforts, while heavy equipment was used to
clear the landslides from the roads. The govern-
ment announced it was closing schools and col-
leges across Nepal for the next three days.

The monsoon season began in June and usu-
ally ends by mid-September. Meanwhile, in
northern Bangladesh, about 60,000 people were
affected by flooding in low-lying areas because
of rains and rising water from upstream India.

People have taken shelter on roads and flood
protection embankments in Lalmonirhat and
Kurigram districts, the English-language Daily
Star reported. The River Teesta that crosses the
border was overflowing at some points and the
Dharala and Dudhkumar rivers in the Rangpur
region were rising but remained below danger
levels, the Dhaka-based Flood Forecasting and
Warning Center said Monday. Waters could
start receding in a day or two, it said.

Bangladesh is a low-lying delta nation criss-
crossed by about 230 rivers, including more
than 50 that cross borders. (AP)

deadly 2022 Halloween crush

SEOUL, Sept 30: A South Korean court gave three
police officers prison sentences on Monday over their
botched handling of a 2022 Halloween crush in a
Seoul nightlife district that killed nearly 160 people.

It was the first conviction of officials over the fail-
ure by authorities to prevent or adequately respond to
the overcrowding that occurred in the popular Itaewon
district. No top-level officials have been charged or
held accountable, prompting criticism from bereaved
families and opposition politicians.

The crush, one of the biggest peacetime disasters
in South Korea, caused a nationwide outpouring of
grief. The victims, who were mostly in their 20s and
30s, had gathered in Itaewon for Halloween celebra-
tions.

The Seoul Western District Court sentenced Lee
Im-jae, the former chief of Seoul's Yongsan police sta-
tion, whose jurisdiction includes Itaewon, to three
years in prison. It sentenced another Yongsan police
officer to two years in prison and gave a third officer
a suspended two-year term.

The three officers were convicted of professional
negligence resulting in death. The court ruled that the
crush wasn't a natural disaster and could have been
prevented or the toll reduced if the three officers had
prepared properly for the crowd, alerted others of the
danger quickly and supervised other police officers
appropriately.

The police officers and prosecutors can both appeal
the ruling. The court also ruled that Park Hee-young,
head of the Yongsan ward office, and three other ward
officials were not guilty. It said a ward office was un-
likely to have a legal right to control or break up a
crowd of people. (AP)

(RWANDA), Sept 30:
Rwanda says eight peo-
ple have died so far
from the Ebola-like and
highly contagious Mar-
burg virus, just days
after the country de-
clared an outbreak of
the deadly hemorrhagic
fever that has no author-
ized vaccine or treat-
ment.

Like Ebola, the Mar-
burg virus originates in
fruit bats and spreads
between people through
close contact with the
bodily fluids of infected
individuals or with sur-
faces, such as contami-
nated bed sheets.

Without treatment,
Marburg can be fatal in
up to 88 per cent of peo-
ple who fall ill with the
disease. Rwanda, a
landlocked country in
central Africa, declared
an outbreak on Friday
and a day later the first
six deaths were re-
ported.

So far 26 cases have
been confirmed, and
eight of the sickened
people have died,

Nsanzimana said on
Sunday night.

The public has been
urged to avoid physical
contact to help curb the
spread.

Some 300 people
who came into contact
with those confirmed to
have the virus have also
been identified, and an
unspecified number of
them have been put in
isolation faciliti