
              ,    , ,  ,            

HT B R I E F S

GUWAHATI: In a heartfelt ini-
tiative aimed at fostering familial
bonds and honouring parental re-
lationships, the Assam Govern-
ment has announced special leave
provisions for state government
employees, Lakhimpur MLA
Manab Deka informed on Mon-
day. The initiative, named ‘Pitri
Matri Vandana’, will allow em-
ployees to take leave from No-
vember 6 to November 10 to
spend quality time with their par-
ents and in-laws. Deka expressed
his gratitude for this thoughtful
initiative on the micro-blogging
site X, highlighting its signifi-
cance in promoting care and re-
spect for elders. He wrote, “I
extend my sincere thanks and
gratitude to the Hon’ble Chief
Minister for this initiative.”

Special leave

No decision yet on oppn
demand for caste census

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: The much-
delayed decadal census exercise and
the work to update the National
Population Register (NPR) are
likely to begin in early 2025, and the
data will be declared by 2026, thus
changing future census cycles com-
pletely, official sources said.
However, no decision has been

taken yet on whether the caste cen-
sus will also be carried out along
with the general census.
The country’s population count

has been conducted every 10 years
since 1951, but the census work in
2021 could not be carried out due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. So far, no
formal announcement has been
made on its next schedule.
“In all probability, the work for

the census and the NPR will begin
early next year and the population
data will be announced by 2026.
With this, the census cycle is likely
to be changed. So, it will be 2025-
2035 and then 2035-2045 and so on
in future,” sources privy to the
thinking of the government said.
The office of the registrar general

and census commissioner had pre-
pared 31 questions to be asked to the
citizens during the census exercise.

These questions include whether
the head of the household belongs to
a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled
Tribe and other family members as
asked in the previous census.
Opposition Congress and the RJD

are among the political parties
which have been demanding a caste
census so that the total OBC popu-
lation in the country is known.
“The government has not yet

taken any decision on caste census,”
a source said. It is to be seen whether
the government will go ahead with
the delimitation exercise, which is
due in 2026 after the census data is
published. Several political leaders
from Southern states have expressed
their apprehensions over the possi-
bility of their states losing out on
Lok Sabha seats and thereby their
political clout as they have been suc-
cessful in population control, unlike
the Northern states. 
They feel that the southern states

may get less number of Parliamen-
tary seats than the existing number
of constituencies if the delimitation
is carried out with the new data. On
the other hand, Article 82 of the
Constitution states: “Provided also
that until (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Greenhouse gas emissions surge to
new record in 2023: WMO report

‘This should set alarm bells ringing among decision-makers’

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: Green-
house gas levels surged to a new
record in 2023, rising by more than
10 per cent in just two decades, ac-
cording to a new report by the
World Meteorological Organisa-
tion (WMO).
In the course of 2023, large veg-

etation fire CO2 emissions and a
possible reduction in carbon ab-
sorption by forests combined with
stubbornly high fossil fuel CO2
emissions from human and indus-
trial activities to drive the increase,
according to the WMO’s annual
Greenhouse Gas Bulletin.
The globally averaged surface

concentration of carbon dioxide
reached 420 parts per million
(ppm), methane 1934 parts per bil-
lion and nitrous oxide 336.9 parts

per billion (ppb) in 2023. 
These values are 151 per cent,

265 per cent, and 125 per cent of
pre-industrial (before 1750) levels,

it said. These are calculated on the
basis of the long-term observations
within the Global Atmosphere
Watch network of monitoring sta-

tions.
“Another year. Another record.

This should set alarm bells ringing
among decision-makers. We are
clearly off track to meet the Paris
Agreement goal of limiting global
warming to well below 2 degrees
Celsius and aiming for 1.5 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels.
These are more than just statistics.
Every part per million and every
fraction of a degree temperature in-
crease has a real impact on our
lives and our planet,” said WMO
Secretary-General Celeste Saulo.
The 2023 increase of CO2 in the

atmosphere was higher than that of
2022, although lower than that of
the three years before that. The an-
nual increase of 2.3 ppm marked
the 12th (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Trading scam accused
to be brought to Assam

GUWAHATI, Oct 28: Deepankar
Barman, who was arrested in Goa
for his alleged involvement in a
multi-crore online trading scam in
Assam, will be brought here after
completing legal formalities, a top
police officer said on Monday.
Barman, the prime accused in

the case, was presented before a
local court in the western state for
transit remand. He was arrested
from Pernem police station area in
north Goa on Sunday evening.
Meanwhile, Pernem court of

Goa today granted three-day transit
remand for Deepankar Barman
Earlier, addressing a press con-

ference, Guwahati police commis-
sioner Diganta Barah said the first
case against Barman was regis-
tered at Paltan Bazar police station
on August 22, but he had fled the
city by August 18 when media re-
ports had appeared on his firm’s
fraudulent activities.

The multi-crore online trading
scam in the state had come to light
in August when investors, who had
put in huge amounts of money in
29-year-old Barman’s company,
complained that he had not paid
them the due returns and his office
had been closed.
Most of the cases registered in

connection with the scam, includ-
ing the one concerning Barman,
have been transferred to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
Barah said though Guwahati Po-

lice couldn’t trace Barman till the
time the case was under its inves-
tigation, they still continued with
their technical analysis which led
them to Goa. “Our team was sta-
tioned in Goa for two weeks. We
had some information, like how he
transferred money from here to
Goa. We coordinated with Goa Po-
lice’s crime branch and also devel-
oped some sources there,” he said.

Credible information on Bar-
man’s location was received on
Saturday and a four-member team,
led by an additional commissioner
of police, left for the western state
on Sunday morning.
“As the original case registered

against Barman was transferred to
CBI, we registered a new case at
Paltan Bazar police station on Sat-
urday and pursued him under it,”
the CP said.
“He was staying in a homestay

at an isolated location. While
searching his room, our team re-
covered more than ` 27 lakh in
cash, his passport and the gold jew-
ellery he was wearing,” Barah said.
Since the arrest was made in a

different state, legal formalities
have to be completed before bring-
ing him, he said.  He said “not
much spot interrogation” has been
done and thorough questioning
will be (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Tuliram vouches for equal
devp of 26 constituencies 

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Oct 28: The Karbi Ang-
long Autonomous Council
(KAAC) convened the 249th ses-
sion to discuss on the council sub-
jects held at the KAAC session hall
here Monday, chaired by chairman,
Raju Tisso. 
Before the start of the business

house, an obituary reference to its
deputy chairman, the late Ajit
Kumar Dey, who passed away on
October 7, was taken up.
Coming out from the session

hall, the Chief Executive Member
(CEM) of KAAC, Tuliram said for
equal development of all 26 MAC
constituencies in both Karbi Ang-
long and West Karbi Anglong, a
supplementary demand for enhance-
ment of (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Guwahati Police gets transit remand for Deepankar Barman 

Rahul launches fresh
attack on SEBI chief

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: Stepping
up his attack over conflicts of in-
terest allegations against SEBI
chief Madhabi Buch, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Monday
said the current regime is no longer
merely encouraging monopolies
but actively concentrating the na-
tion’s wealth in the hands of a few.
Gandhi, the leader of opposition

in the Lok Sabha, made the re-
marks in his post along with a
video featuring him and Congress’
media and publicity department
head Pawan Khera in which they
talk about the alleged conflicts of
interest of SEBI chief Buch.
“Institutional collapse has now

given way to a more dangerous
form of cronyism -- Adani Bachao.
The current regime is no longer
merely encouraging monopolies,
it’s actively concentrating the na-
tion’s wealth in the hands of a
few,” Gandhi said.
The Madhabi Buch scandal goes

deeper than initially imagined, he
said, adding that it may be that
Buch, entrusted with safeguarding
retail investors, has been manipu-
lating the system to protect Adani’s
interests and his inflated valua-
tions. Those (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

DIBRUGARH: A disturbing se-
ries of accidents in Assam’s Di-
brugarh district on Sunday
evening left three people criti-
cally injured after a young
woman, allegedly under the in-
fluence of alcohol, drove reck-
lessly through busy areas in a
white Hyundai i20. Witnesses re-
ported that the woman’s driving
was erratic, with several cars,
scooters, and passersby trying to
avoid her unpredictable path. In
an alarming twist, her drive came
to a destructive halt when she
crashed into a pottery shop lo-
cated under the flyover, injuring
three workers who were present
at the time. 

Three injured

India and Spain sign
MoUs on multiple fronts
VADODARA, Oct 28: India and
Spain signed several memorandums
of understanding (MOUs) during
the bilateral meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his
Spanish counterpart Pedro Sanchez
in Gujarat’s Vadodara city on Mon-
day. During the bilateral talks held
at the iconic Laxmi Vilas Palace
here, both leaders also discussed the
situation in Ukraine and in West
Asia, said Tanmaya Lal, secretary
(west), ministry of external affairs.
“With respect to Ukraine, both

sides exchanged their views on how
they see the situation. PM Modi re-
iterated India’s position that any
such conflict can only be resolved
by dialogue and diplomacy. This is

not the time for war, this cannot be
resolved on the battleground. It is
necessary that direct discussion
takes place between both the par-
ties,” Lal told reporters.
India reiterated its position that it

really looks for a free, open, inclu-
sive, prosperous and peaceful Indo-
Pacific, he said, adding more on the
region will be covered in the joint
statement to be issued soon.
India and Spain, during the bilat-

eral talks, signed agreements on co-
operation in key sectors like
infrastructure, railways as well as
culture and tourism, he said.
An MoU on rail transport was

signed for cooperation in planning,
design, development, commission-

ing and operation of infrastructure,
stations, railways facilities and
equipment of long distance passen-
ger and freight networks as well as
urban and regional railway systems,
an official release said.
“During the meeting, it was

agreed that 2026 will be celebrated
as ‘India-Spain Year of Culture,
Tourism and AI’. Moreover, a cul-
tural exchange program for 2024-28
was also signed to promote bilateral
exchanges in music, dance, theatre,
literature, museums and festivals,”
the release said. “An agreement on
cooperation andmutual assistance in
Customs related matters was signed
during the meeting. It will facilitate
exchange (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

AMRELI, Oct 28: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asserted on Mon-
day the world is now listening to
India with rapt attention and seri-
ousness, and everyone is looking at
the country with new hope and dis-
cussing the vast possibilities it
presents in different fields.
Addressing a gathering at Lathi

in Amreli district of Gujarat after
launching development projects
worth ` 4,800 crore, he said coun-
tries that participated in the recent
BRICS summit (held in the Russ-
ian city of Kazan) expressed their
eagerness to join hands with India
and become partners in its devel-
opment journey.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz,

during his visit to New Delhi last
week, announced that his country
will issue visas to 90,000 Indians
every year, and it is now up to the
country’s youth to prepare them-
selves as per their requirements,
said Modi.

“As we continue to develop,
India’s pride and influence on the
world stage is increasing. The
whole world is looking at India
with new hope and a new vision.
People have started recognizing
India’s potential. Today, the whole
world listens to India seriously and
attentively, and everyone discusses
the possibilities present within
India,” the PM affirmed.
“Every country is asking about

the possibility of investment in
India,” he told the gathering.
Modi maintained that when he

returned home from the BRICS
summit, German Chancellor
Scholz came to New Delhi on a
visit with a big delegation of rep-
resentatives who make invest-
ments in Asia and asked them to
listen to him (PM) and decide what
they want to do in India.
“He (Scholz) said something im-

portant (during the visit) which is
going to be of use to our young
friends. Earlier, Germany used to
grant 20,000 visas for Indians an-
nually. The Chancellor announced
he would issue 90,0000 visas as he
needs youth and manpower in
(Germany’s) factories because the
people of India are strong, they fol-
low rules and like to live in peace.
Now, it is in your hands to prepare
yourself as (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: Russian
envoy to India Denis Alipov Mon-
day termed the Sino-India pact on
the border issue a positive develop-
ment in bilateral ties and welcomed
the meeting between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping on the sidelines of
the BRICS summit in Kazan. As-
serting that the recently concluded
BRICS summit in the Russian city
of Kazan was a “total success”, he
said the grouping is “not an exclu-
sive but an inclusive platform”.
“BRICS is not anti-West but non-

West,” Alipov said during an inter-
action with reporters here.
Asked about the meeting between

Modi and Xi, the Russian envoy to

India said, “We have not played any
role in it but we are happy that it
took place in Kazan.”
“We wholeheartedly welcome the

meeting,” he added during an inter-
action with reporters here.
On October 23, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping endorsed the agree-
ment on patrolling and
disengagement along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in eastern
Ladakh during their bilateral meet-
ing on the sidelines of the BRICS
Summit.  To a question on the Sino-
India talks on the sidelines of the
BRICS summit in Kazan, he said,
“It is a positive development in
India-China bilateral ties.” (PTI)

Russian envoy welcomes
Modi-Xi talks in Kazan

Whole world is looking at India 
with new hope and vision: PM Modi

Sericulture is a thriving
industry in NE: Union min
GUWAHATI, Oct 28: Union Minister Pabitra
Margherita on Monday said sericulture has transformed
into a thriving industry in the northeast, boosting the
local economy.
He stressed on collaborative efforts among central

and state government departments to further push for-
ward the silk industry, an official statement said.
The Union minister of state for textiles, visiting the

Muga Eri Silkworm Seed Organisation (MESSO) here,
said the northeast sericulture is now a thriving industry,
providing significant livelihoods, particularly for tribal
women.
He underscored the need for collaboration among the

various departments to drive sustainable silk industry
growth, employment and traditional craftsmanship.
Margherita also highlighted MESSO’s efforts to ex-

pand Muga culture to cooler regions like Kalimpong in
West Bengal and Uttarakhand to counter climate change
impacts.
He encouraged increased seed production efficiency

to meet the national demand for Muga and Eri silk.
The Central Silk Board’s MESSO has 13 field units

across the northeast and Tamil Nadu, playing a vital role
in the region’s sericulture industry, supporting the pro-
duction of quality Muga and Eri silkworm seeds, the
statement added. (PTI)

GUWAHATI: Assam Education
Minister Ranoj Pegu conducted a
comprehensive review of infra-
structure development initiatives at
Gauhati University, engaging with
officials from the university and the
Public Works Department (PWD)
at Janata Bhawan, Pegu announced
on Monday. The meeting focused
on several key projects funded
under a special scheme, with a total
investment of ` 25 crore aimed at
enhancing educational facilities in
the region. During the discussions,
Minister Pegu highlighted the de-
tailed project report (DPR) for a
proposed ` 17.2 crore Startup and
Innovation Centre, along with a `
4.6 crore Farmers Training Hostel
to be established at the aquaculture
centre.

Review meeting

Addble Solutions empowers
marginalised sector

GUWAHATI, Oct 28: Imphal-
based digital commerce platform
Addble Solutions Pvt Ltd on Mon-
day announced that it will waive
commission for ‘marginalised so-
cial sector’ sellers for two years. 
The initiative, which will make

selling free for the social sector
sellers through Addble, aims to
empower artisans, weavers, self-
help groups, micro-entrepreneurs,
farmers, and FPOs selling online
through the Open Network for
Digital Commerce (ONDC), the
company said in a statement.  
“We believe that everyone de-

serves the opportunity to succeed
in the digital marketplace. By re-
moving our commission for these
sellers, we are not only supporting
their livelihoods but also encourag-
ing wider adoption of ONDC,” Ad-
dble Founder Yaikhomba
Ningthemcha said.   
The benefit of doing free busi-

ness, which is effective from Mon-
day for a (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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NATO confirms that North Korea has sent
troops to join Russia’s war in Ukraine
Georgia’s oppn plans protest
against governing party’s 

Priyanka accuses BJP-led Centre of
undermining Constitutional values
SP chief calls for unity against
Mahayuti for a ‘positive change’
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HT Bureau
DIPHU, Oct 28: The leaders and
members of the five factions of the
Karbi Students Association (KSA)
have come to a reconciliation and
unanimously agreed to a unifica-
tion.  The meeting was convened
by the Karbi Rong Asar Amei
(KRAA) with the joint effort of
Karbi Cultural Society (KCS) and
Karbi Lammet Amei (KLA) at the
KCS central committee office,
Taralangso here on Saturday.
The meeting was attended by

the presidents and secretaries of
KSA Inglongpho; KSA Lumding
Road led by president Thomson
Rongpi; KSA president Jemson
Timung faction; KSA faction led
by president Samson Teron, and
KSA faction led by president
Sumit Timung. 
Expressing their contentment

over the KSA unity in a press con-
ference held at Hotel Hambi here

yesterday (Sunday), the chairman
of Team Tiger, an NGO in Karbi
Anglong, Dhansing Kramsa said,
“We are happy that finally the
KSAs could unite. We appreciate
the initiative of KRAA, KLA and
KCS in uniting the KSA and con-
gratulate the leaders and members
of the five factions for the sacrifice
they made for unification.”
The development witnessed the

long-term aspirations of Karbi An-
glong’s people becoming a reality.
It is expected that after the unifica-
tion process, the KSA will work
for peace, harmony, and the cause
of the student community, Kramsa
noted.
Bijoy Bey, former president of

KSA said the unification is signif-
icant for the local people. 
“The KSA was founded in 1959

with Pratap Chandra Tokbi as the
founding president and the late
Gandhiram Timung, as the found-

ing general secretary. Team Tiger
appreciates the present leaders of
KSAs for the sacrifice they made
for unity. It will be an important
chapter in the history of KSA,”
Bey stated.
Team Tiger convenor, James

Hanse said the various factions of
KSA are now united and no sepa-
rate or independent programmes
can be taken up by them. 
“KSAs have united for peace,

unity and progress. No political
parties will influence them. The
KSA will work independently,”
Hanse said. 
He further added that until the

new body is formed the KSA will
function with a Committee formed
with the presidents and secretaries
of the five factions as members.
“On November 24 elections will

be conducted to form a new body.
In that election, the initiators
KRAA, KLA (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Five factions of KSA
reconcile for unification

Page 1 Oct 29 (Ghy) New_Normal Pages  10/28/2024  9:08 PM  Page 1



2 THE HILLS TIMES BUSINESS TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2024

  p g y  f p   f  p     y p  q

Contd. from Page 1..

MUMBAI, Oct 28: Stock mar-
kets snapped the five-day losing
streak on Monday with the bench-
mark Sensex rebounding 602
points on buying in ICICI Bank,
firm global trends and continuous
buying by domestic institutional
investors.
The BSE Sensex jumped 602.75

points or 0.76 per cent to settle at
80,005.04 as . During the day, it
surged 1,137.52 points or 1.43 per
cent to 80,539.81.
The NSE Nifty soared 158.35

points or 0.65 per cent to
24,339.15.
A sharp correction in global

crude prices in international mar-
kets boosted sentiments, traders
said.
From the 30 Sensex pack, ICICI

Bank climbed 3 per cent after the
private sector lender posted a 14.5
per cent growth in standalone
profit to ̀ 11,746 crore for the sec-
ond quarter ended September
2024.
JSW Steel, Mahindra & Mahin-

dra, Adani Ports, Tata Steel, Sun
Pharma, Hindustan Unilever, Tata
Motors and State Bank of India

were the other big gainers from the
pack.
Axis Bank, Kotak Mahindra

Bank, Tech Mahindra, HDFC
Bank and Maruti were  the lag-
gards.
“The market exhibited a re-

bound after continuous selloff last
week. Positive results from banks
and a slump in oil prices in expec-
tation of an ease in retaliations in
the Middle East aided investor sen-
timent.

“Stability in the broad-based
rally requires more evidence from
earnings, which are currently in the
doldrums of weak demand and
margin pressure. We expect com-
panies with a less leveraged bal-
ance sheet and growth prospects to
outperform when the market stabi-
lizes,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial Serv-
ices.
The BSE smallcap gauge

jumped 1.11 per cent and midcap

index climbed 0.69 per cent.
Among sectoral indices, com-

modities surged 1.79 per cent, re-
alty (1.40 per cent),
telecommunication (1.37 per cent),
healthcare (1.36 per cent) and
metal (1.21 per cent).
Services, energy and capital

goods (0.01 per cent).
In Asian markets, Seoul, Tokyo,

Shanghai and Hong Kong settled
higher.
European markets were trading

in the positive territory. The US
markets ended on a mixed note on
Friday.
Foreign Institutional Investors

(FIIs) offloaded equities worth Rs
3,036.75 crore on Friday, while
Domestic Institutional Investors
(DIIs) bought shares worth Rs
4,159.29 crore, according to ex-
change data.
Global oil benchmark Brent

crude eased 5.84 per cent to USD
71.54 a barrel.
The BSE benchmark plummeted

662.87 points or 0.83 per cent to
settle at 79,402.29 on Friday. The
Nifty tanked 218.60 points or 0.90
per cent to 24,180.80. (PTI)

Sensex snaps 5-day losing streak; rises
602 pts on DII push, value buying GUWAHATI, Oct 27:Merger of

consumer payments and lending
company ‘slice’ with North East
Small Finance Bank (NESFB) has
been completed, following the re-
ceipt of all requisite shareholder
and regulatory approvals, a com-
pany statement said on Monday.
Effective Sunday, the merger

unified the operations, assets, and
brand identities of both entities
into a single, integrated banking
institution, it added.
The merger combined the inno-

vation of a leading fintech with the
trusted foundation of a traditional
banking institution and set the base
for building a tech-driven bank,
prioritising stability, risk manage-
ment and a robust governance
framework as its key pillars, the
statement said.
Commenting on the merger,

Rajan Bajaj, the founder and CEO
of slice and executive director of

the merged entity, said the teams at
slice and NESFB worked for over
a year to make the merger a reality.
He expressed his gratitude to the
regulatory authorities, especially
the Reserve Bank of India and the
Assam government, for providing
the necessary approvals.
“We are especially committed to

strengthening our roots in the
Northeast, striving to bring more
people into the formal banking
system. We will place a strong em-
phasis on delivering exceptional
customer experience while main-
taining robust risk management
and governance as the foundation
of our operations,” Bajaj added.
Satish Kumar Kalra, MD and

CEO of NESFB termed the merger
an important event in the banking
sector, particularly for a financial
institution rooted in the Northeast.
“We are thrilled to welcome

slice into our journey, as their cut-

ting-edge technology and innova-
tive approach will be instrumental
in redefining banking standards
across the nation,” he said.
We begin a new journey with a

reinforced commitment to the
northeast region, while also striv-
ing to bring advanced banking
services to every corner of India,
the NESFB top functionary added.
The merged entity will ensure

the continuation of services of
NESFB, and also drive strategic
expansion across the region, the
statement said.
It will introduce a range of bank-

ing products and services, includ-
ing savings accounts, fixed
deposits and credit products,
among others.
Customers will continue to

enjoy uninterrupted access to the
services of NESFB and slice
through this transition, the state-
ment added. (PTI)

Lending company slice merges with
North East Small Finance Bank

Sensodyne in 
association with
IDA honours 

dentists in Guwahati NEW DELHI, Oct 28: The performance of the In-
dian economy has been satisfactory during the first
half of the ongoing fiscal year but concerns remain
with regard to demand conditions going forward, the
finance ministry said in a report.
The outlook for the Indian economy is good, under-

pinned by a stable external sector, positive agricultural
outlook, expected improvements in demand supported
by the festival season, and the likelihood of an in-
crease in government spending, which will boost in-
vestment activity, it said.
However, at the margin, demand conditions in the

economy bear watching, the September edition of
Monthly Economic Review released by the Depart-
ment of Economic Affairs on Monday said.
Urban demand appears to moderate due to softening

consumer sentiments, limited footfall due to above-
normal rainfall, and seasonal periods during which
people tend to refrain from new purchases.
Further, risks to growth arise from escalating

geopolitical conflicts, deepening geoeconomic frag-
mentation and elevated valuations in financial markets
in some advanced economies, it said.
Their spillover effects on India could cause negative

wealth effects, impacting household sentiments and
altering spending intentions on durable goods, it said.
After two months of low inflation, consumer price

inflation rose in September, primarily driven by the
effects of erratic monsoon on a few vegetable sup-
plies. Barring a sharp rise in prices of a few vegeta-
bles, inflation appears well contained, it said.
In the medium term, it said, favourable factors, such

as rejuvenated reservoir levels, healthy Kharif crop
sowing brightening the agriculture output prospects,
and ample food grain stocks, would help contain price
pressures.
Sentiment towards India among international direct

and portfolio investors is positive, it said, adding that

sustaining the growth momentum is essential to turn
these positive sentiments into actual direct and port-
folio investments in the country.
However, foreign investors have continued selling

in the Indian market, pulling out a massive ` 85,790
crore (around USD 10.2 billion) from equities this
month due to Chinese stimulus measures, attractive
stock valuations, and the elevated pricing of domestic
equities.
October is turning into the worst-ever month in

terms of foreign fund outflows. In  March 2020, FPIs
withdrew ` 61,973 crore from equities.
The latest outflow came after a nine-month high in-

vestment of ` 57,724 crore in September.
The report said the external sector continues to per-

form well, as reflected in rising capital inflows, a sta-
ble rupee and comfortable foreign exchange reserves.
Forex reserves surpassed the USD 700 billion mark at
the end of September 2024, making India one of the
top four countries with more than USD 700 billion re-
serves.
With regards to the job market, the report said the

manufacturing sector continued to show rising em-
ployment, as reflected in the Annual Survey of Indus-
tries results for 2022-23.
“High-frequency indicators, such as the net payroll

additions under the Employee Provident Fund Organ-
isation (EPFO), Purchasing Managers’ employment
sub-index and NaukriJob Speak index, highlight a rise
in formal employment generation. All that said, anec-
dotal reports of the deployment of Artificial Intelli-
gence displacing workers are beginning to emerge.
That needs watching,” it said.
Given the overall subdued inflation, barring a few

food items, the real price of money may have gone up,
it said, adding, “we maintain that the Indian economy
will grow between 6.5 and 7.0 per cent in the current
fiscal year”. (PTI)

Economic performance satisfactory, demand
conditions bear watching: Finmin Report

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 28: Sensodyne,
a leading oral care brand from the
house of Haleon, has honoured
Dentists in Guwahati on World
Dentists Day, said an official state-
ment on Monday.
Sensodyne has partnered with

the Indian Dental Association
(IDA) to celebrate the significant
role of dentists in ensuring good
oral health as part of World Den-
tist’s Day, observed on October
3rd. “As part of this initiative, mul-
tiple chapters are being hosted
across various cities, with the most
recent one held inGuwahation Oc-
tober 27th at Hotel Shoolin Grand.
The IDA chapter provided partici-
pants with an opportunity to dis-
cuss key oral health challenges, the
importance of proactive healthcare,
and to share insights on some of
the most complex cases they have
encountered, fostering innovation
and solution-oriented discussions,”
the statement added.
It further said that in order to ho-

nour the invaluable contributions
of these oral health experts, Senso-
dyne and IDA have co-created a
unique platform that enables den-
tists to discuss the latest scientific
advancements in dentistry, aimed
at improving patient outcomes.
“The platform recognizes and

felicitates senior dentists for their
outstanding contributions to the
field of dentistry and in society,” it
said. This event also celebrated the
contributions of local dentists, hon-
oring individuals in four categories
whereDR. Amarnath was honored as
the ‘Father Figure’ for his pioneering
contributions to dental care in the re-
gion. He was joined by Dr Sanjay
Kumar who was recognized for
‘high social impact’ and improving
community health Dr Ripon Das
received accolades for his ‘unique
patient care’, prioritizing the com-
fort and needs of his patients. Ad-
ditionally, Dr Pratim Talukdar was
celebrated for his significant ad-
vancements in ‘technological ex-
cellence’ within dentistry.

KOLKATA, Oct 28:Merlin Group, Kolkata’s
largest real estate developer, is currently exe-
cuting projects worth ̀ 20,000 crore, which are
expected to double its annual revenue over the
next 7-8 years, a senior official said on Mon-
day.
The announcement coincided with the un-

veiling of the company’s new brand identity.
“We have been growing steadily year on year

for the past 40 years. The group is currently de-
veloping 40 million square feet that is projected
to yield a total sales of ` 20,000 crore in the
coming 7-8 years,” Merlin Group managing di-
rector Saket Mohta said.

The current annual revenue of Merlin Group
is about ` 1500 crore, he stated.
Merlin Group, with an existing portfolio of

luxury residential complexes, commercial
spaces, and sustainable townships across mul-
tiple cities, has executed a cumulative 20 mil-
lion square feet of development over the last
four decades.
Currently, 30 million square feet is under de-

velopment in Kolkata and nearby areas alone,
out of the total 40 million square feet in various
stages of execution including other cities like
Pune, Chennai and Bhubaneswar.
“We are focusing on Maharashtra as a major

growth area, with Pune and Navi Mumbai as
target locations, and we are actively scouting
for land parcels there. Several projects are al-
ready underway in Pune,” Mohta added.
Hospitality is also a key interest for the

group, which is executing the eastern region’s
first World Trade Centre project. The WTC is
expected to house a five-star property.
“As we expand nationally and globally, we

remain dedicated to turning dreams into reality.
This rebranding is more than just a fresh look,”
said Sushil Mohta, Chairman of Merlin Group,
on the occasion of unveiling the new brand
identity. (PTI)

Merlin Group executing projects worth
` 20,000cr, revenue to double in 7-8yrs

KOLKATA, Oct 28: Nephro Care India Limited
(NCIL) is developing a prototype of a remotely mon-
itored AI-enabled Smart Haemodialysis Machine in
collaboration with National Institute of Technology,
Silchar, a senior company official said.
The AI-enabled smart haemodialysis machine is

aimed to make renal care more accessible and afford-
able which may bring down the cost by nearly 75 per
cent to around  ` 2 lakh, the official claimed.
“The company, in collaboration with National In-

stitute of Technology, Silchar, is developing the pro-
totype with a grant from the Department of Science
and Technology and Biotechnology, West Bengal and
it is expected to be ready over the next 7-8 months,”
Dr Pratim Sengupta, Founder and MD & CEO of
Nephro Care said.
Once developed, the indigenous machine is ex-

pected to reduce the cost by 70-75 per cent to  ` 2 lakh
from the current  ` 7.5-8 lakh, he claimed.

Stating that currently, a majority of haemodialysis
machines in India are imported, leading to higher
costs, Sengupta said, “Indigenous manufacturing can
significantly reduce costs, making treatment more af-
fordable for patients with advanced renal failure and
boost make in India.”
The prototype will enable remote monitoring of

dialysis machines, making the treatment more acces-
sible in rural and semi-urban areas bridging the gap.
As per government estimates, nearly 2,20,000 pa-

tients develop end-stage renal disease (ESRD) annu-
ally in India, leading to an additional annual dialysis
demand of 34 million treatment sessions.
There are only close to 40,000 machines in the

country at present therefore leading to a gap of 65,000
machines, he said.
A haemodialysis machine filters wastes, salts and

fluids from the blood of a person whose kidneys are
not healthy enough to do this work efficiently. (PTI)

NCIL developing indigenous dialysis 
machine in collaboration with NIT Silchar

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 28: Sensodyne, a leading oral care
brand from the house of Haleon, has honoured Den-
tists in Guwahati on World Dentists Day, said an offi-
cial statement on Monday.
Sensodyne has partnered with the Indian Dental As-

sociation (IDA) to celebrate the significant role of
dentists in ensuring good oral health as part of World
Dentist’s Day, observed on October 3rd.
“As part of this initiative, multiple chapters are

being hosted across various cities, with the most re-
cent one held inGuwahation October 27th at Hotel
Shoolin Grand.  The IDA chapter provided partici-
pants with an opportunity to discuss key oral health
challenges, the importance of proactive healthcare,

and to share insights on some of the most complex
cases they have encountered, fostering innovation and
solution-oriented discussions,” the statement added.
It further said that in order to honour the invaluable

contributions of these oral health experts, Sensodyne
and IDA have co-created a unique platform that en-
ables dentists to discuss the latest scientific advance-
ments in dentistry, aimed at improving patient
outcomes.
“The platform recognizes and felicitates senior den-

tists for their outstanding contributions to the field of
dentistry and in society,” it said.
This event also celebrated the contributions of local

dentists, honoring individuals in four categories
whereDR. 

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 28: HDFC
Bank, India’s largest private sector
bank, advises customers to be cau-
tious against digital arrest fraud
with an aim to increase awareness
about such fraud.
In a digital arrest scam, fraud-

sters target individuals or busi-
nesses, posing as law enforcement
or government officials. Victims
are threatened with a digital arrest
warrant for alleged tax evasion,
regulatory violations or financial

misconduct. 
The fraudsters ask for payment

in the form of ‘settlement fee’ or
‘penalty’ to withdraw the digital
arrest warrant. Once the payment
is made, the fraudsters disappear,
leaving no trace of their identity.
The victims are left with a mone-
tary loss and sometimes an identity
theft, due to the personal details
shared with the fraudsters.
Cautioning on this fraud, Man-

ish Agrawal, senior executive vice
president – Credit Intelligence and

Control – HDFC Bank, said,
“Fraudsters are directly targeting
the emotions of the customers.
When someone receives a call or
message from fraudsters claiming
to be law enforcement officers, al-
ways confirm their identity by in-
dependently contacting the
government / law enforcement of-
ficials via proper channel. Staying
vigilant and being aware of such
fraudulent practices plays a very
important role in avoiding falling
prey to such scams.”

Sensodyne in association with
IDA honours dentists in Guwahati

HDFC Bank shares an important message 
to caution citizens against digital arrest

MUMBAI, Oct 28: The rupee
traded on a flat to positive note and
settled 1 paisa higher at 84.07 (pro-
visional) against the US dollar on
Monday, on positive domestic
markets and a sharp decline in
crude oil prices. Forex traders said
the rupee traded in a narrow range
during the day as the strong dollar
weighed on the local unit, while
positive domestic equities, weak
crude oil prices and suspected in-
tervention by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) supported the local
currency at lower levels. (PTI)

Rupee settles on flat
note, up 1 paisa at 84.07

against US dollar

Trading scam accused 
done once the accused is brought here. “Since there are cases registered against Barman’s firm in different

states and with the CBI also, other agencies will also get his custody later. We cannot divulge more details
now,” the CP added. While over 65 people, including those allegedly running similar scams, were arrested,
Barman was at large. His parents were also arrested in connection with the case.
Assamese actor Sumi Borah and her photographer husband Tarkik Borah were among those arrested in the

scam. The state government had handed over the investigation in 41 cases registered in connection with the
scam to the CBI. Several firms, promoted mostly by men and women in their 20s, allegedly raised hundreds of
crores of rupees from people across the state with the promise that they would get huge returns by investing in
the stock markets. When these firms failed to repay their investors, the scam came to light. (PTI)

Rahul launches fresh attack
entrusted with protecting common Indians and their investments have abrogated their responsibilities and

are indulging in wide-scale corruption and malpractice, he alleged. “The Congress has consistently raised these
issues, is investigating these scams, and exposing the truth to the public,” Gandhi said. In the video, Khera is
seen explaining to Gandhi the various conflicts of interest allegations against Buch and how there were powers
behind her that were at work, an apparent reference to the Adani Group.
Sharing the video, the party said the role of the SEBI chairperson is to maintain the security of the stock

market and ensure investments of common Indians are not at risk. However, when the chairperson is involved
in manipulating the market to benefit a single player - like the Adani Group - then everyone’s money is at risk,
it said. “That is what is happening with the Madhabi Buch Scandal. She has been placed in this position by PM
Modi and HM Amit Shah to give Adani a clean chit in allegations of stock manipulation,” it said. (PTI) 

No decision yet on
the relevant figures for the first census taken after the year 2026 have been published, it shall not be necessary

to readjust the allocation of seats in the House of the People to the States as readjusted on the basis of the 1971 cen-
sus”. It means if the census is conducted in 2025 and data is published in 2026, the delimitation exercise cannot be
carried out based on 2025 census data. If it happens, then Article 82 has to be amended.
“All these factors will have to be looked into before any decision is taken on delimitation,” a source said.
The 31 questions to be asked to each family under the census exercise include the total number of persons nor-

mally residing in the household, whether the head of the household is a woman, the number of dwelling rooms ex-
clusively in possession of the household, the number of married couple(s) living in the household among others.
The questions also include whether a family has a telephone, internet connection, mobile or smartphone, bicycle,
scooter, motorcycle or moped and whether they own a car, jeep or van. (PTI)

Tuliram vouches for
budget in forests, works, and education departments has been taken up. “We are expecting to receive revenue
from our own sources of around ` 300 crores. With this target we have taken up a supplementary demand for
enhancement of the budget of ` 9 crores in works, forest, and education departments to take up development
activities in all the 26 MAC constituencies,” the CEM informed.
He also stated that for strengthening the Executive Committee (EC) of KAAC, a resolution has been taken

up. The proposal will be sent to the government of Assam. After getting approval from the Governor the present
strength of 14 members of EC will be increased to 16. 

India and Spain sign
of information for prevention, detection, investigation and combating of Customs offences,” the release added.

It has been decided Spain will open a consulate in Karnataka capital Bengaluru, the release said, adding that India’s
consulate general in Barcelona was operationalised in August this year. The Spanish delegation included two min-
isters and 15 CEOs of leading companies there, said Lal.
The bilateral talks were followed by a banquet lunch at the grand palace hosted by PM Modi, he added. Earlier

in the day, Modi and Sanchez inaugurated the Tata Advanced System Limited (TASL)-Airbus facility here to man-
ufacture C-295 military aircraft in India. (PTI)

Addble Solutions empowers
period of two years, is crucial for creating a more democratic and inclusive e-commerce landscape in India,

he added.  
“This move is expected to have a positive impact on the livelihoods of countless marginalised sellers, pro-

viding them with a much-needed boost this Diwali. It also reinforces Addble’s commitment to social respon-
sibility and its dedication to building a more equitable and accessible digital commerce ecosystem,”
Ningthemcha said. Addble Solutions, based in Imphal West, is a cloud-based IT firm that provides B2B digital
commerce platforms to companies, taking care of their entire sales management, inventory and other verticals.
(PTI)

Five factions of KSA 
and KCS will have 50 voters each and 10 voters from each of the five KSA groups. A total of 200 voters will

cast their votes to elect the new president and secretary of the KSA,” Hanse concluded.   

Whole world is looking
per their (job) requirements,” Modi said. The Prime Minister said Spain has made a huge investment in India

and mentioned the Tata Aircraft Complex in Vadodara, India’s first private facility to build military planes,
where C295 aircraft will be produced.
The facility in Vadodara, inaugurated on Monday, is going to help small enterprises as they can supply dif-

ferent products for the manufacturing of military aircraft, Modi pointed out. Modi emphasised development of
Gujarat is vital for India’s growth.
“Gujarat has set an example for the country through its works in different fields. A scheme launched to trans-

port water to houses and farmlands continues in Gujarat even today. The (water-related) projects launched
today are going to benefit lakhs of people,” he said.
Modi pointed out that all the projects that he inaugurated or for which he laid foundation stones on Monday

in Amreli were meant to improve ease of living for people, ensure prosperity of farmers, and create opportunities
for the youth.
The PM underscored the importance of public participation for water supply projects and towards conserva-

tion and recharge of groundwater through ‘Catch the Rain’ campaign. “Ever since the BJP formed the govern-
ment in Gujarat (nearly three decades ago), we have given primacy to water. We made an 80:20 scheme to
encourage public participation (in projects),” he said, adding his government has succeeded in taking the Nar-
mada river’s water across each and every village of his home state. Modi pointed out that when a dairy coop-
erative was started in Amreli district in 2007 (when he was Gujarat CM), there were only 25 villages associated
with it, but now that number has grown to 700.
Ports of Amreli district will be developed under the central government’s port-led growth initiative, he em-

phasised. (PTI)

Greenhouse gas emissions
consecutive year with an increase greater than 2 ppm. In the last 20 years, the CO2 level has increased by

11.4 per cent (42.9 ppm) above the level of 377.1 ppm recorded in 2004 by WMO’s Global Atmosphere Watch
network of monitoring stations.
From 1990 to 2023, radiative forcing -- the warming effect on our climate -- by long-lived greenhouse gases

increased by 51.5 per cent, with CO2 accounting for about 81 per cent of this increase, according to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Annual Greenhouse Gas Index cited in the WMO Bulletin. As long
as emissions continue, greenhouse gases will continue accumulating in the atmosphere leading to global tem-
perature rise. Given the extremely long life of CO2 in the atmosphere, the temperature level already observed
will persist for several decades even if emissions are rapidly reduced to net zero.
The last time the Earth experienced a comparable concentration of CO2 was 3-5 million years ago, when the

temperature was 2-3 degrees Celsius warmer and the sea level was 10-20 metres higher than now. (PTI)
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HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Oct 28: Three
candidates are in the fray to con-
test the upcoming by-election in
the 31 No Sidli LAC (ST), sched-
uled for November 13 in Chirang
district, along with four other con-
stituencies in the state of Assam.
The last day for the withdrawal

of nominations for the by-election
was Monday, and three candidates
have been confirmed as valid to
contest the upcoming Sidli LAC
by-election. The three candi-
dates—Nirmal Kumar Brahma
(UPPL candidate backed by the
NDA alliance), Suddha Kumar
Basumatary (BPF), and Sanjib
Wary (Congress)—are the key
contestants for the Sidli LAC.
Notably, a triangular contest is

expected in the Sidli LAC by-elec-
tion, with the ruling UPPL party,
BPF, and Congress in contention.

The district commissioner of Chi-
rang and Returning Officer of
Sidli LAC stated that three candi-
dates have been validated to con-
test the by-election in Sidli LAC
scheduled for November 13. 
The Chirang district administra-

tion has prepared the necessary
strategies and arrangements to
conduct the by-election in a free
and fair environment across the
constituency. More than 216,700
voters will exercise their demo-
cratic rights at 273 polling stations
across Sidli LAC on November
13, with the counting of results to
take place on November 23.
Meanwhile, more than 400 new

members from different political
parties, including BPF and Con-
gress, have joined the ruling UPPL
party at various locations under
Sidli LAC ahead of the by-elec-
tion. A massive campaign program

was organised by the UPPL across
various primary committees
within Sidli LAC, where a large
number of new members joined in
the presence of senior UPPL lead-
ers.
In Tukrajhar, a total of 170 new

members from the BPF party
joined the UPPL in the presence of
state cabinet minister Urkhao
Gwra Brahma, MLA Jiran Ba-
sumatary, and BTR executive
member Ranjit Basumatary. Over
300 new members joined the
UPPL at different block commit-
tees in Sidli LAC, including
Salakati, Chirang, Nishima, and
Kajalgaon. The new members
were warmly welcomed and felic-
itated with traditional aronai, phu-
lam gamosa, and party scarves by
UPPL leaders.
Former state minister Chandan

Brahma, UPPL general secretary

Raju Kumar Narzary, MLA
Lawrence Islary, and other senior
leaders addressed an election cam-
paign meeting at Salakati in sup-
port of UPPL candidate Nirmal
Kumar Brahma, backed by the
NDA alliance.
Pramod Boro, the chief execu-

tive member (CEM) of the
Bodoland Territorial Region and
UPPL president, stated that people
from all communities are coming
forward to support the UPPL can-
didate, Nirmal Kumar Brahma, in
the Sidli LAC by-election. He ex-
pressed confidence that Brahma
will secure a majority, as people
have faith in UPPL and the NDA
alliance in both the state and BTR. 
He also claimed that all five

NDA alliance candidates, includ-
ing Sidli LAC, are likely to suc-
ceed in the contesting
constituencies across Assam. He
added that people from various
political parties and communities
are increasingly joining UPPL, re-
flecting the party’s growing popu-
larity among citizens. According
to him, UPPL is now the people’s
choice as the BTR government has
initiated numerous welfare initia-
tives.
“The massive joining of new

members into the UPPL family is
a significant reflection of the
growing support for our mission
and commitment to serving the
community’s needs. We welcome
these new members and look for-
ward to working together toward
a shared vision of progress and
prosperity in our region,” added
CEM Boro.

Sidli LAC by-election set 
for triangular contest 

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 28: Assam Gover-
nor Lakshman Prasad Acharya attended
a programme on “Music For Harmony”
organised by Nobel Art Documentation
and Development Foundation
(NADDF) and National Foundation for
Cultural Harmony in collaboration with
Cotton University on Monday.
The event was held at the KBR audi-

torium in Cotton University, Guwahati.
Speaking on the occasion Governor

Acharya said, “Music is a divine gift
and its importance in fostering unity and
cultural harmony is immense. Music is
a unique gift of God to the man. It is an
integral part of our culture, which is not
only a source of joy but also a symbol
of goodwill and unity”.
The Governor highlighted several key

points as to how music can be helpful in
strengthening unity amidst diversities.
He said that music always acts as a uni-
versal language and transcends bound-
aries and linguistic barriers. He said that
with seven musical notes and rhythms
remaining constant across cultures,
music creates a catharsis and augurs
peace and harmony. He cited examples
of how music played a crucial role in
India’s freedom movement through

songs like “Jana Gana Mana and Vande
Mataram”.
The Governor also emphasized

India’s unique classical musical reposi-
tory as an important part of the nation’s
intangible cultural heritage.
The Governor also commended the

Nobel Art Documentation and Develop-
ment Foundation for its decade-long
commitment to promoting peace and
harmony through music.
The Governor also reiterated the im-

portance of exposing younger genera-
tions to various musical styles to
broaden their perspectives and
strengthen their connection to cultural
roots. He concluded by calling for the
use of music not just as entertainment,
but as a tool for promoting goodwill and
unity in society.
Vice Chancellor of Cotton University

Prof Ramesh Chandra Deka along with
a host of other dignitaries were present
in the programme.

Governor attends programme on ‘Music For Harmony’

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Oct 28: To commem-
orate the first anniversary of the
‘Mera Yuva Bharat Organization’,
launched by the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, government of
India, Nehru Yuva Kendra, Mari-
gaon, has organised the ‘Diwali
with My Bharat’ programme, coin-
ciding with the upcoming Diwali
festivities. As part of the pro-
gramme, a special training session
was held on Sunday for 55 volun-
teers from various organisations in
the Morigaon district. District youth
officer Bikash Chandra Pradhan ex-
plained the objectives of the Mera

Yuva Bharat Organization and out-
lined the responsibilities of the vol-
unteers. On Monday, volunteers led
by pradhan and programme officer
Dhananjay Talukdar cleaned and
sanitised the Maya Bazar area and
raised awareness about cleanliness
among local businesspeople.
According to a press note, the

programme will continue on Octo-
ber 29, with volunteers distributing
pamphlets and leaflets on road
safety at traffic points in Marigaon
town. On October 30, volunteers
will provide services to patients and
their families at Marigaon Civil
Hospital. 

‘Diwali with My Bharat’
prog celebration underway

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 28: The Northeast Frontier Rail-
way has successfully launched a bow string arch steel
girder for a new road over bridge (ROB) near Kampur
Railway Station under Lumding division. This ROB
is being constructed to replace level crossing gate no
ST-35 at Kampur Station on the Guwahati–Lumding
BG line section. The ROB is targeted for completion
by January 2025 at an estimated cost of ` 60 crores.
The existing road on level crossing gate no ST-35

passes through the station yard of Kampur and is sit-
uated on a state PWD road. There is significant deten-
tion of road traffic due to shunting operations,
movement of trains in both directions, or stabling of
trains. The gate experiences heavy traffic, with a total
vehicle unit count of 1,98,181. The ROB will have an
overall length of over 512.58 meters, with the main
span consisting of a 42-meter bow string arch steel
girder.
The need for constructing an ROB in place of level

crossing gate ST-35 has arisen due to road traffic con-
gestion and increased train movement resulting from
the recently completed double line in the Guwahati–

Lumding section. Once commissioned, the new ROB
will facilitate smooth flow of people and vehicles dur-
ing rush hours and prevent commuters from trespass-
ing on the railway tracks. Upon completion, the level
crossing gate ST-35 will be permanently eliminated,
enhancing train operation safety and ensuring safer
movement of road traffic and pedestrians through the
ROB. The entire population of Nagaon and Karbi An-
glong districts will benefit from the commissioning of
this bridge.

NFR launches steel arch 
bridge to ease traffic 

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 28: In an offi-
cial order released by the district
commissioner of Cachar on Mon-
day, a local holiday has been de-
clared on November 1 throughout
Cachar district in celebration of Di-
wali. This holiday is granted under
the Negotiable Instruments Act and
is applicable to all state government
offices, including Revenue and
Magisterial courts, educational in-
stitutions, and financial institutions.
The holiday aims to allow residents
and employees to partake in Diwali
festivities with their families and
communities.
However, the order also specifies

that this holiday will not impact
emergency services or essential
services tied to exams, written tests,
interviews, and other related duties.
The district commissioner’s Office
assured that these critical services
would remain unaffected to ensure
smooth operations for those in-
volved in scheduled activities.
This announcement reflects the

administration’s commitment to
cultural celebration while maintain-
ing the functionality of essential
services.

Local holiday declared
in Cachar on November
1 for Diwali festivities

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Oct 28: An
awareness programme on child
protection mechanisms, human
trafficking, safety, security, and
empowerment of women and chil-
dren was organised on Monday in
the meeting hall of Jalah Girls’
High School, Jalah, in Baksa dis-
trict.
The event was a collaborative

effort by the District Child Protec-
tion Unit (DCPU) and the District
Hub for Empowerment of Women
(DHEW), Baksa, in association
with the District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA), Baksa, and the
ICDS project, Jalah, Women and
Child Development (WCD),
Baksa.
The programme was chaired by

Dr Lipika Barman, district child
protection officer of Baksa (in
charge).
Kalpana Das, CDPO of the

ICDS Project, Jalah, delivered the
welcome address.
Dr Ghritashri Bhuyan Narula, a

social worker from New Delhi, at-

tended as the event’s resource per-
son.
In her address, she highlighted

key issues related to child protec-
tion, human trafficking, and the
safety and empowerment of
women and children.
Several dignitaries graced the

occasion, including Tridip Sarma,
deputy chief legal aid defence
counsel under DLSA, Baksa;
Madam Ch Kalita, circle inspector,
Simla Camp at Jalah; along with
Dhananjay Boro, headmaster of
Jalah Girls’ High School, students,
and teachers.
A signature campaign for child

protection was also conducted, em-
phasising collective responsibility
in ensuring the safety and well-
being of children in the commu-
nity.
The programme received a pos-

itive response, with active partici-
pation from all attendees,
including students, teachers, and
ICDS personnel, reflecting the
community’s commitment to safe-
guarding its women and children.

Child protection & women 
empowerment awareness drive held 

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, Oct 28: A family dis-
pute has caused shock in Mailoo
Basti, under Kheroni Police Sta-
tion in the hill district of West
Karbi Anglong. Sushil Singh, a
school teacher at Dhiklempur ME

School, is
accused of
subjecting
his wife to
physical and
m e n t a l
abuse for
many years.

Allegations suggest that Sushil,
who married two years ago, has
been demanding dowry from his
wife and abusing her.
Despite previously receiving Rs

5 lakh and a bike, Sushil allegedly
continued to abuse his wife, de-
manding an additional Rs 1.5 lakh.
Following an incident on October
23, a complaint was filed at the
Mailoo Police Outpost. However,
the family has alleged that the po-
lice have failed to register the case,
raising concerns about a possible
friendly relationship between
Sushil and the police. Family
members involved include Lalmo-
har Singh, father of Sushil Singh,
and Munni Devi.

Teacher Sushil Singh
accused of dowry 
demands & abuse

New ROB aims to replace busy level crossing gate, enhancing
safety & reducing congestion in Nagaon and Karbi Anglong 

UPPL president Pramod Boro expresses confidence in party’s growing support 

OBITUARY 

Hem Chandra Gogoi (84),
a resident of Demow
Milan Nagar and a re-

tired employee of the Power
Department in Arunachal
Pradesh, passed
away at his resi-
dence on Monday.
Gogoi had been
suffering from
age-related ail-
ments. His demise has been
widely condoled in Demow. He
is survived by his wife, three
daughters, three sons-in-law,
and a host of relatives.

Music is a tool for promoting goodwill and unity: Governor

Birth anniv of Pulin 
Das to be marked with
memorial lecture

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 28: The 106th
birth anniversary of renowned
sports personality, organiser, and
sports journalist Kriramohiruh
Pulin Das, along with a memorial
lecture organised by the Pulin Das
Memorial Committee, will be held
at the India Club premises here on
November 1, 2024, at 11:30 am.
Senior independent sports jour-

nalist Prarthana Hazarika will
grace the occasion as the chief
guest and deliver the Pulin Das
Memorial Lecture on the topic
‘Role of Regional Sports Journal-
ists in Promoting Sports on a
Global Platform’. Renowned pho-
tojournalist Rituraj Konwar will be
present as the guest of honour,
sharing his experiences from the
2024 Paris Olympics and display-
ing some memorable moments
from the games.
On behalf of the Pulin Das Me-

morial Committee, secretary
Kalyan Kumar has appealed to all
sports and cultural enthusiasts to
attend the function and help make
it a grand success.

MRF Tyres opens new service center
HT Correspondent

HOJAI, Oct 28: During this festive season, two brothers, Bijay and Ajay
Gupta of Hojai, have set an example at a time when many are moving
towards nuclear families. Amid this trend, the Gupta brothers work to-
gether with love, affection, and mutual respect. Emulating the ideals and
principles of their father, the late Jaiprakash Gupta, they took the initiative
to open an MRF Tyres and Service franchise, named ‘Prakash Tyres’, at
JK Kedia Road (Main Road) in Hojai. MRF divisional manager Dhiraj
Bhardwaj and senior district manager Porash Pratim Borah formally in-
augurated Prakash Tyres by cutting the ribbon and lighting the lamp on
Monday. 
Notably, along with sales, the showroom now provides computerised

and fully equipped wheel balancing and alignment services for its cus-
tomers. During the inauguration ceremony, Bijay and Ajay Gupta shared
that ‘Prakash Motors’ was started in Hojai in 2003 with the hard work
and dedication of their father, the late Jaiprakash Gupta. They stated that
it is now their responsibility to elevate the establishment to even greater
heights by carrying forward their parents’ ideals and guidance. They fur-
ther added that their main priority is to provide the best possible services
to their customers.

NFR marks Vigilance Awareness Week
HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Oct 28: Observance of ‘Vigilance Awareness
Week’ began across NF Railway on Mon-
day. The Integrity Pledge was administered
by Chetan Kumar Shrivastava, general man-
ager of Northeast Frontier Railway, at Dr
Bhupen Hazarika Sabha Griha in the NF
Railway Headquarters complex, and by
Arun Kumar Chaudhary, general manager, NF Railway (Con-
struction), at the premises of the GM (CON)’s office in Mali-

gaon. All divisional railway managers in their respective di-
visions, along with employees of the entire NF Railway fam-

ily also took the Integrity Pledge. The aim
of this pledge is to foster integrity and trans-
parency in all spheres of activity, thereby
eradicating corruption in every aspect of
life, including the work environment. The
theme leading this 2024 awareness week is

‘Culture of Integrity for Nation’s Prosperity’. The week-long
campaign will conclude on November 3, 2024.

AJYCP submits 
memorandum to CM

HT Correspondent
JAGIROAD, Oct 28: The Asom
Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad
(AJYCP), Jagibhakatgaon unit
under the Morigaon District Com-
mittee, held a protest rally on Mon-
day and submitted a memorandum
to the chief minister through the
Mayang revenue circle officer, de-
manding the retention of Bhura-
gaon and Mikirbheta Revenue
Circles. The union stated that the
Assam government’s notification
regarding the deletion of the two
revenue circles would cause im-
mense hardship to the local popu-
lation. Jishnu Pratim Bardoli,
president, and Dulu Deka, acting
general secretary of the Jagib-
hakatgaon unit of AJYCP, signed
the memorandum.

Aspiring entrepreneurs
trained in Sivasagar

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, Oct 28: The three-
phase entrepreneurship develop-
ment program for 620 beneficiaries
under the Chief Minister’s At-
manirbhar Asom Abhijan, held at
Sivasagar Commerce College,
concluded on Monday. In the final
phase, 120 beneficiaries received
training on agriculture, fishery,
service sector, and various other
subjects. Inaugurating the pro-
gram, speaker Manoj Kumar
Borthakur said that one must have
self-belief to tread unexplored
paths and establish oneself in life,
regardless of their background.
The abandoned low-lying swamps
of Nagaon and other districts have
been transformed into gold-yield-
ing fisheries by industrious settlers
from erstwhile East Pakistan, and
now we, the indigenous people, are
envious of them, he added. 
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BRICS nations concluded their annual summit in the Russian
city of Kazan on October 24 resolving to deepen economic
ties. Plans to deepen financial cooperation and develop al-

ternatives to Western-dominated payment systems were also dis-
cussed, besides offering African nations a bigger say in the changing
global order. The BRICS group has become a major political force
in the last two decades, building on its desire to create a counter-
weight to Western influence in global institutions. The group’s ex-
pansion in 2023 increased its heft. After Iran, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) joined it in 2023, the alliance that ini-
tially referred to Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa has
gradually become a bigger body. Russian President Vladimir Putin
at the BRICS closing session in the southwestern Russian city of
Kazan said all countries joining the bloc “share similar aspirations
and values and a vision of new democratic global order.” The three-
day summit, which ended last Thursday, also provided a platform
for member countries to discuss plans to deepen financial coopera-
tion and develop alternatives to Western-dominated payment sys-
tems.
At the same time, the summit also brought out new disagreements

on issues such as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Russia’s 2024 lead-
ership could intensify the bloc’s anti-West focus, including attempts
to edge out the US dollar - though experts feel that it may be an up-
hill task. Though there are assumptions that the bloc could under-
mine the Western-led international order, sceptics say its ambitions
to create its own currency and develop a workable alternative to ex-
isting institutions face potentially insurmountable challenges. The
group’s 2024 expansion comes with a range of geopolitical impli-
cations. It represents growing economic and demographic heft: the
ten BRICS countries now comprise more than a quarter of the
global economy and almost half of the world’s population. The
group is poised to exert influence over the wars in the Gaza Strip
and Ukraine, the shape of the global economic system, the compe-
tition between China and the West, and efforts to transition to clean
energy.
BRICS’ thematic priorities are, firstly, advocate for greater rep-

resentation in global organisations. The group aims both to push for
reform of existing institutions, and to form negotiating blocs within
those institutions.  Secondly, coordinate a balanced economic pol-
icy. Thirdly and most ambitiously, work out a new global payment
system to reduce reliance on the US dollar. And lastly, create an al-
ternative finance system.  Indeed, this year’s Summit Declaration
may offer little of substance. But there were a number of bilateral
meetings before and in the margins of the gathering that are more
indicative of the direction of BRICS. Perhaps most importantly,
India’s prime minister, Narendra Modi, and China’s president, Xi
Jinping, held their first face-to-face discussion in five years. A
warming of relations between China and India could generate more
momentum for BRICS to deliver on its ambitious agenda to de-
velop, and ultimately implement, a vision for a new global order.

Kazan summit and
economic ties
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
Champions keep playing until they get it right 

— Billie Jean King

Dhanteras: The festival of rain of
wealth, happiness and religion

Dhanteras is the festival of
Prosperity, Happiness and
Joy that can boost eco-

nomic growth. Literal meaning of
Dhanteras is qualitative correction
of the economy. On this day, lamps
of hope are decorated in homes and
in markets currency is exchanged.
It is believed that things purchased
on this day increase manifold. It
has been told in the scriptures that
by taking some measures on this
day, the wealth of the grain is filled
eternally in the house and the grace
of Mother Lakshmi remains for-
ever. According to the Indian sys-
tem, all the worship is coordinated
behavior of these three forms i.e.
physical, spiritual and semi-spiri-
tual. 
According to religious beliefs, in

this festival Goddess Lakshmi is
worshipped physically in the form
of gold, silver, coins etc., and spir-
itually by accepting the relationship
with the Divine Lakshmi. A highly
auspicious and significant Hindu
festival, Dhanteras is celebrated on
the 13th lunar day of Krishna Pak-
sha in Ashwin, one of the months
of the Hindu calendar. This year it
falls on Tuesday, 29th October. The
name ‘Dhanteras,’ is known to be a
combination of two Sanskrit
words, meaning ‘Dhan,’ or wealth,
and ‘Teras,’ emphasizing the 13th
day.
People on this festive day in-

dulge in the age-old ritual of buy-
ing gold and silver ornaments,
vehicles, and utensils to welcome
prosperity in life with their full be-
lief and faith. It is particularly a sa-
cred day for seeking the blessings
of Goddess Lakshmi, believed to
be the goddess of wealth, and Lord
Ganesha, the god of knowledge.
In Hindu mythology, Dhanteras

is marked as the day on which
Goddess Lakshmi emerged from
the ocean during the oceanic churn-
ing of the Kshira Sagar, popularly
known as ‘Samundra Manthan.’ It
was also on this day that the god of
medicine, Lord Dhanvantari,
emerged with the ‘Amrit’, known
for its eternal purity, divinity, and
immortality. 
And so, on Dhanteras, material

wealth, health, and well-being are
brought into the home, making it an
immensely important day in Hindu
culture. Dhanteras has great histor-
ical, mythological, and cultural im-
portance.
The decoration of houses with

flowers, diyas, rangoli patterns etc.
is done to reveal the beauty of Lak-
shmi’s spiritual form. The worship
of Goddess Lakshmi i.e. abode of
wealth and happiness and prosper-
ity is done in this festival in the
above three ways. When we medi-
tate on wealth, we thank the univer-
sal soul for its abundance. We also
pray for more so that we can be-
come more prosperous. This pros-
perity is not only of gold and silver
but also of knowledge, joy, confi-
dence, peace and love. 
Gold silver is only an external

symbol. Wealth is within us. There
is a lot of love, peace and joy
within. What more do you want
than this? Knowledge is real
wealth. Your character, your peace
and self-confidence are your real
wealth. When you move forward in
union with God, there is no more
wealth than this. 
This royal idea comes only when

you are united with God and his in-
finity. When the wave remembers
that it is associated with the sea and
is part of the ocean, it gives im-
mense power.
Dharma (Righteouness), Artha

(Prosperity), Kama (Pleasure) and
Moksha (liberation) have been the
objectives of life in Indian culture.
There have always been efforts to
achieve them. 
Along with them religion has

also been given equal importance
and the need to coordinate between
the two has also been expressed,
but whenever their efforts to coor-
dinate are weakened, then there is
an imbalance and chaos in the so-
ciety. It has been said in the scrip-
tures that the meaning of wealth is
only when the life of a person is
full of virtues. 
But in recent years, our society’s

mindset and standards regarding
prosperity have changed. Today,
prosperity has come to mean only
financial prosperity. Human values

and ideologies have been margin-
alized in the society and earning
money and wishing money is be-
coming the biggest goal. Why did
this happen? Are these the seeds of
this trend in our traditions or is it a
result of market pressures? Where
will this kind of mentality take so-
ciety? These are some important
questions, which need to be
churned on a holy festival like
Dhanteras.
Lakshmiji’s form is trident. She

lives in body, mind and money.
There are five types of happiness -
body, mind, wealth, wife and chil-
dren. There are eight forms of Lak-
shmiji. Adya Lakshmi or
Mahalakshmi (Virgo), Dhan Lak-
shmi (wealth, wealth, investment,
economy), Dhanya Lakshmi
(food), Gajalakshmi (animal and
natural wealth), Sanatana Lakshmi
(good fortune, health, age and pros-
perity), Veera Lakshmi (heroic)
Lakshmi means Defense, Security),
Vijaya Lakshmi (Digdiganta
Vijay), Vidya Lakshmi (Knowl-
edge, Knowledge, Art Science),
these eight forms combine to form
the festival of
Goddess Maha-
lakshmi. 
Diwali means

Festival of Lights. Whereever there
is light of these eight forms; the
spirit of Diwali definitely exists.
Lakshmiji’s adobe is not restricted
to a small unit. She resides every-
where. The richest of the rich and
the poorest of the poor are entitled
to the light and prosperity. This
means that Lakshmi resides in
mind. She is the confirmation of
body, mind, wealth, family and
children.
May this Dhanteras our prosper-

ity be qualitative, but the new out-
look that is flourishing in the name
of prosperity is not only fatal but
also a serious sign of danger to
human existence. Capitalism riding
on the back of imperialism has in-
creased the richness of the rich on
one hand and on the other hand,
poverty has also increased. 
The gap between richness and

poverty is increasing rather than
decreasing, as a result of which we

can see the horrors of war, terror-
ism, communalism, which have the
consequences of violence, hatred,
malice in society, Greed, fierce
competition, relationship cracks
etc. Most impacts have emerged as
environmental imbalances and pol-
lution. 
Due to limited prosperity in a

few hands, not only large and so-
called affluent people, but a large
section of the country has fallen
victim to zero degeneration due to
ill- humanism. Many evils came
home without being called. Like
world wars between israel-hamas
and Russia and Ukraine. 
We Created terrorism. Man-to-

man has become insecure. Prohib-
itive rites such as violence, lies,
theft, rape, collection have caught
man. Not only the faces have lost
their identity but also the character.
The centers of policy and loyalty
have begun to change. The founda-
tions of faith have begun to
weaken. The blind race of meaning
connected the individual with col-
lection, convenience, pleasure, lux-
ury and selfishness. 

The problem
that appeared was
- the less the sub-
stance, the more

the consumer. Individualistic atti-
tude awakened. In the struggle for
selfishness, injustice and exploita-
tion started happening. Everyone
feel alone. Surely there is an error
in our worship of our wealth and
the worship that is being done to
achieve it. 
Our attitude towards money is

dissonant. In this process, how is
the true spirit of Diwali and
Dhanteras celebrated? Because all
the social beliefs, human values,
dignities are being considered as
the standard of success, whatever
the amount of money collected,
politics, literature, art, religion are
all being weighed on the scales of
money. This trend is leading to
very dangerous results.
Prosperity has been the dream of

every era and has been included in
the essentials of life. In a relative
view, prosperity is not bad, but bad
is the mindset in which some peo-

ple are distinguished by the basic
needs of a large number of people
by virtue of their exploitation. 
Bad is that glorious display of

prosperity that opens opportunities
for crime to flourish. There is bit-
terness in the relationship between
your loved ones, drawing the lines
of distinction. There is more com-
petition for collections than neces-
sary. Uncontrolled demand and
sensory incontinence has risen. Rit-
uals of violence and attachment
awaken. With prosperity, a person’s
habit, aptitude, aspiration, and
many more are affected by upscale
and taken the wrong direction. 
The person makes false appear-

ances in the glare of fashion.
Drinks, intoxicated by drugs.
Breaks the dignity of food and
drink. The so-called modern
lifestyle of prosperity has led to a
dislike for life values. The chang-
ing meaning of prosperity can be-
come welfare only when character
loyalty and morality are maintained
along with prosperity. 
It is important to adopt pure

means, so that the means obtained
in the form of prosperity are used
with the right goal in the right di-
rection. Awaken the consciousness
of immersion with the collection.
Desire is substantive restraint,
moderation along with enjoyment
is also necessary.
The changing patterns of pros-

perity give rise to formations, give
creativity to the ideological out-
look, and stop the evils that flourish
with modernity, move forward by
building faith and humanity. Where
have you been safe today - with the
ideal of prosperity reaching man
with faith? Who moderates their fa-
cilities? Who does the immersion
of goodness? Who is able to give
restraint to selfishness? 
Even if we do not have a car or

other luxuries we must have the
ability of character qualities be-
cause on the strength of this ability,
we can make ourselves super pow-
erful, only then our Dhanteras will
be meaningful. (The author is a
journalist & columnist who can be
reached at
lalitgarg11@gmail.com)

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Lalit Garg

By: Satyabrat Borah

Dhanteras is one of the most impor-
tant festivals in Hindu culture, and
it marks the beginning of the five-

day-long Diwali celebrations. The name
“Dhanteras” is derived from two words:
“Dhan” meaning wealth and “Teras” refer-
ring to the thirteenth day of the Hindu cal-
endar. This festival is celebrated on the
thirteenth lunar day of the Krishna Paksha,
or the dark fortnight, in the month of Ash-
win. It is primarily dedicated to Lord Dhan-
vantari, who is considered the god of health
and healing, and it also honors Goddess
Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth. The day
holds great significance for people across
India and other parts of the world, where
Hindu traditions are followed.
The festival of Dhanteras is considered

highly auspicious for making new pur-
chases, especially precious metals like gold
and silver, and household items. It is be-
lieved that buying new items on this day
brings good luck, prosperity, and protection
against negative energies. In many house-
holds, people purchase new utensils, jew-
elry, and sometimes even new appliances
as a symbolic gesture of inviting wealth
and abundance into their lives. Shops and
markets are bustling with activity, and the
joy of the festival can be seen in the vibrant
and colorful decorations everywhere.
The legend behind Dhanteras adds to the

spiritual and cultural significance of the
festival. According to Hindu mythology,
when the gods and demons churned the
ocean (Samudra Manthan) to obtain the
nectar of immortality, several divine beings
and objects emerged from the ocean. One
of them was Lord Dhanvantari, who ap-
peared holding a pot of Amrit (the nectar
of immortality) in one hand and the holy
scriptures in the other. Lord Dhanvantari is
believed to be the god of Ayurveda, and his
emergence from the ocean signifies the im-
portance of good health and well-being,
alongside wealth and prosperity.
On the evening of Dhanteras, people per-

form a special puja (prayer) to honor Lord
Dhanvantari and seek blessings for good
health. Lamps are lit and placed at the en-
trance of homes, as well as in various cor-
ners of the house, to ward off evil spirits
and bring in positive energy. This practice
is symbolic of welcoming divine blessings
into one’s home and life. The lighting of
lamps is a way of dispelling darkness and
negativity, which aligns with the overall
theme of Diwali, the festival of lights.
Another popular story associated with

Dhanteras is the legend of King Hima’s
son. According to the story, it was predicted
that the young prince would die from a
snake bite on the fourth day of his mar-
riage. However, his wife came up with a
clever plan to save him. On the night when
the fatal event was supposed to occur, she
lit many lamps, placed all her gold and sil-
ver ornaments around their bed, and sang
songs to keep her husband awake. When
Lord Yama, the god of death, came in the
form of a snake to take the prince’s life, he
was blinded by the bright light of the lamps

and the dazzling jewels. Unable to ap-
proach the prince, Yama left, and the
prince’s life was spared. This story high-
lights the protective and life-affirming as-
pects of Dhanteras, and it is believed that
lighting lamps and worshipping on this day
can help avoid untimely death and bring
good fortune.
Dhanteras is not just a day to pray for

material wealth but also a day to seek spir-
itual well-being. The prayers offered during
the festival focus on both physical and
mental health, as well as the well-being of
loved ones. It is a day to reflect on the im-
portance of health, as it is often said that
health is the greatest wealth. Without good
health, no amount of wealth can bring true
happiness or contentment. This is why
many people use Dhanteras as an opportu-
nity to make donations or help those in
need, ensuring that the blessings they re-
ceive are shared with others.
In the business world, Dhanteras is also

considered a very important day. Many
businesses and traders close their financial
books on this day and pray for a prosperous
new year. The festival symbolizes the be-
ginning of a new financial cycle, and it is
common to see accounts being balanced,
and new records being started. This prac-
tice underscores the deep connection be-
tween faith, commerce, and daily life in
Hindu culture. Business owners believe
that by starting fresh on such an auspicious
day, they are setting the stage for success
and growth in the coming year. The prepa-
rations for Dhanteras begin days in ad-
vance, as people clean and decorate their
homes in anticipation of the festival. Clean-
ing the house is seen as an important ritual
because it symbolizes the removal of old,
unwanted things and the clearing of nega-
tive energies. This allows for a fresh and
positive start. People also decorate their
homes with rangoli, which are colorful pat-
terns made with powdered colors, flowers,
or rice. These decorations are made at the
entrance of homes to welcome Goddess
Lakshmi, as it is believed that she visits
homes that are clean and beautifully deco-
rated. The day of Dhanteras also sees peo-
ple shopping for items that they believe
will bring good fortune. Gold and silver are
particularly sought after because they are
considered to be symbols of prosperity and
are associated with the goddess Lakshmi.
However, even those who cannot afford to
buy expensive items make it a point to buy
something new, no matter how small, as a
way of welcoming positive energy into
their homes. It is common to see people
purchasing kitchen utensils, which also
symbolize a new beginning and the pros-
perity of the household.
On Dhanteras, in many parts of India,

people also worship cows, as they are con-
sidered sacred in Hinduism and are be-
lieved to bring prosperity and good fortune.
Cows are often garlanded and fed with spe-
cial treats as part of the rituals. This prac-
tice reflects the respect and reverence for
animals, which is an integral part of Hindu
culture and philosophy. By honoring cows
on this day, people are reminded of the im-

portance of being kind and compassionate
toward all living beings.
The celebration of Dhanteras varies

across different regions of India, but the
essence of the festival remains the same
everywhere. In northern India, the day is
marked by large-scale purchases of gold
and silver, while in southern India, people
focus more on worshipping Lord Dhanvan-
tari for good health. In western India, par-
ticularly in the state of Gujarat, Dhanteras
is celebrated with great enthusiasm, as it
coincides with the Gujarati New Year.
Traders and businessmen in Gujarat per-
form special rituals in their shops and of-
fices, praying for a successful and
prosperous year ahead.
In Maharashtra, Dhanteras is also an im-

portant day for buying new vehicles and
other assets. People perform a small puja
for their new purchases, believing that this
will protect them from accidents and bring
success in their ventures. The festival is
also seen as a time for families to come to-
gether, exchange gifts, and share in the joy
of the occasion. Many households prepare
special dishes and sweets to mark the cele-
bration, and the festive atmosphere is filled
with love, joy, and togetherness.
The spiritual aspect of Dhanteras cannot

be overlooked. While the festival is associ-
ated with wealth and prosperity, it is also a
reminder of the importance of gratitude and
humility. People are encouraged to reflect
on their blessings, and to recognize that
wealth is not just about material posses-
sions but also about the richness of rela-
tionships, health, and inner peace. The act
of offering prayers, lighting lamps, and per-
forming rituals is a way of connecting with
the divine and expressing gratitude for the
abundance in one’s life. In modern times,
Dhanteras continues to be celebrated with
great enthusiasm, though some of the cus-
toms have evolved with changing
lifestyles. With the rise of online shopping,
many people now purchase their gold, sil-
ver, and other items through e-commerce
platforms, making the process more con-
venient.  However, the core values and be-
liefs associated with the festival remain
unchanged. People still view Dhanteras as
an opportunity to invite good fortune, pros-
perity, and happiness into their lives, and
they continue to honor the traditions passed
down through generations.
In conclusion, Dhanteras is much more

than just a day to buy gold and silver. It is
a festival that celebrates the values of
health, wealth, and prosperity. It is a time
for families to come together, for busi-
nesses to seek new beginnings, and for in-
dividuals to reflect on the blessings in their
lives. Whether through the lighting of
lamps, the purchasing of new items, or the
performing of rituals, Dhanteras offers a
chance to start fresh and invite positivity
and abundance into every aspect of life.
The festival’s deep connection to health,
wealth, and well-being makes it one of the
most significant days in the Hindu calen-
dar, and its celebration continues to bring
joy and hope to millions of people each
year.

Dhanteras: A journey of light, wealth, and good fortune
By: Dipak Kurmi

India, a land steeped in ancient traditions and vibrant cul-ture, celebrates a multitude of festivals that symbolize
faith, devotion, and timeless customs. Among the myr-

iad of festivals that brighten India’s cultural landscape,
Dhanteras holds a special place as the herald of the Diwali
festivities. This festival, rich in symbolism and historical
depth, is observed with immense fervor across the nation,
marking the beginning of Diwali, the festival of lights.
Known as Dhanvantari Trayodashi or simply Dhanteras, the
festival occurs on the thirteenth lunar day (Trayodashi) of
Krishna Paksha (the dark fortnight) in the Hindu calendar
month of Ashvin or Kartika, depending on regional tradi-
tions.
Mythological origins and reverence for Dhanvantari
Dhanteras carries not only the spiritual weight of cen-

turies but also embodies the reverence towards Lord Dhan-
vantari, the divine patron of Ayurveda. According to Hindu
mythology, Dhanvantari emerged from the cosmic ocean
churning, known as the Samudra Manthana, bearing in one
hand the pot of amrita, the nectar of immortality, and in the
other, the sacred texts of Ayurveda. Dhanvantari’s role as
the divine healer has made him the god of Ayurveda, cele-
brated for imparting the knowledge of life and healing for
the benefit of humanity. Recognizing his significance, the
Indian government declared Dhanteras as National
Ayurveda Day, first celebrated on October 28, 2016, aiming
to promote the traditional science of Ayurveda and its heal-
ing wisdom.
The essence of Dhanteras: A tribute to wealth and

prosperity
At its core, Dhanteras celebrates the acquisition and re-

newal of wealth, symbolized by dhan (meaning wealth) and
teras (meaning thirteen). Traditionally, the festival is con-
sidered auspicious for buying precious metals like gold, sil-
ver, and kitchenware. In modern times, the day witnesses a
surge in purchases of various items, from jewellery and
utensils to appliances and even automobiles. The day has
become synonymous with financial prosperity and the start
of preparations for Diwali.
The observance of Dhanteras is marked by the worship

of Lord Kubera, the god of wealth, and Goddess Lakshmi,
the goddess of prosperity. Devotional rituals, or Lakshmi
Puja, are performed in the evenings, with households adorn-
ing their spaces with clay lamps (diyas), symbolizing the
triumph of light over darkness. The singing of bhajans, or
devotional hymns, fills the air, and offerings of traditional
sweets are made to invite prosperity and divine blessings.
It is believed that bringing new wealth or acquiring items
made from precious metals on this day ushers good fortune
into one's life.
A Festival rooted in sacred legends
The rich mythology surrounding Dhanteras includes fas-

cinating stories that have become an integral part of the fes-
tival's observance. One popular legend is the tale of a king’s
son whose horoscope foretold an untimely death on the
fourth day of his marriage, owing to a fatal snake bite. De-
termined to thwart this prediction, his wife devised a plan
to keep her husband awake through the night, narrating sto-
ries and singing songs. She further placed all her ornaments
and coins at the entrance of their chamber in a dazzling heap
to ward off the impending danger. 
When the god of death, Yamaraja, approached in the

guise of a serpent, he was blinded by the brilliance of the
jewellery and became captivated by the wife's songs, ulti-
mately sparing the prince’s life. Since then, people worship
Yamaraja on Dhanteras, lighting lamps outside their homes
to ward off untimely death and bring longevity to family
members. Another legend closely tied to Dhanteras is the
story of Lord Dhanvantari’s appearance during the Samudra
Manthana. As the physician of the gods, Dhanvantari is re-
garded as an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, and his emergence
from the ocean with the nectar of immortality and the sacred

Ayurvedic texts symbolizes the healing power that
Ayurveda brings to humanity. To honor his legacy, people
worship Dhanvantari on this day, praying for health and re-
lief from chronic ailments.
Dhanteras and modern day observances
Dhanteras, while steeped in ancient traditions, has

evolved over time. The modern celebration of Dhanteras
has expanded to include shopping sprees, where people ea-
gerly purchase appliances, vehicles, and household goods.
Markets bustle with activity as people make their way to
stores, infusing the day with excitement and a collective
sense of renewal. This tradition of buying, particularly in
the form of gold and silver, continues to be associated with
invoking the blessings of prosperity and abundance in one’s
life.
In rural areas, Dhanteras also holds significance for the

agricultural community, as farmers pay homage to their cat-
tle, which represent their primary means of livelihood. Cat-
tle are adorned and worshipped, symbolizing gratitude for
the sustenance and wealth they bring.
Cleansing, renewal, and the invocation of auspicious-

ness
Dhanteras embodies the themes of cleansing, renewal,

and the invocation of auspiciousness. In keeping with these
themes, people purchase items like brooms, which are seen
as symbolic tools for sweeping away negative energy, debts,
and misfortunes. The act of cleaning one’s home and pur-
chasing a new broom is believed to invite Goddess Lak-
shmi, who is drawn to cleanliness, into the household,
bringing with her an abundance of blessings. The idea is
that a clean and welcoming environment will encourage the
goddess of prosperity to bestow her gifts upon the house-
hold.
Symbolism of light, dice, and the convergence of tra-

dition
Dhanteras holds a special place in the Diwali season,

marking the beginning of a period dedicated to prosperity,
renewal, and divine blessings. The lighting of lamps, or
diyas, outside homes not only symbolizes the banishment
of darkness but also commemorates the victory of light and
knowledge. One story recounts how on this day, Goddess
Parvati played a game of dice with Lord Shiva and emerged
victorious, adding an element of fortune and luck to the fes-
tivities. In her honor, Dhanteras is considered a day when
fortune and prosperity are amplified through devotion, pu-
rity, and an adherence to tradition.
Celebrating health and longevity
As the birth anniversary of the god of Ayurveda,

Dhanteras is also a celebration of health and well-being.
Devotees turn to Lord Dhanvantari, seeking his blessings
to ward off illness and to find healing through Ayurveda’s
timeless principles. The alignment of the festival with the
National Ayurveda Day in India underscores the importance
of holistic health, natural remedies, and the science of
longevity as core values of Indian tradition. Through
prayers and rituals, people express gratitude for the wisdom
of Ayurveda and seek to imbue their lives with balance, vi-
tality, and protection from chronic ailments.
The everlasting light of Dhanteras
Dhanteras, as a precursor to Diwali, illuminates not only

physical spaces but also hearts and minds. It serves as a re-
minder of India’s vast heritage, where wealth, health, and
spirituality are interwoven in rituals that have been passed
down through generations. This festival, with its emphasis
on wealth, divine healing, and familial protection, is a tes-
tament to the enduring spirit of India’s cultural and religious
practices. As homes and marketplaces are adorned with
lights and new treasures, Dhanteras continues to be a day
that invites hope, happiness, and the anticipation of pros-
perity. May this Dhanteras bring an abundant shower of
wealth, health, and peace into our lives, casting away dark-
ness and ushering in the light of well-being and success.
(The writer can be reached at
dipakkurmiglpltd@gmail.com)

Dhanteras: Celebrating wealth, health, and divine blessings
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By: Himangshu Ranjan
Bhuyan

In a world often marred by stark
inequalities and unyielding
challenges, the essence of child-

hood remains a beacon of hope and
possibility. Childhood is not merely
a transitional phase; it is a sacred
period where the seeds of future po-
tential are sown, nurtured by expe-
riences of joy, curiosity, and
wonder. However, this vibrant tap-
estry of youth is increasingly frayed
by the harsh threads of exploitation,
neglect, and abuse. 
The notion that “Childhood is a

right, not a privilege” encapsulates
the urgent necessity to recognize
and safeguard the fundamental
rights of every child, ensuring that
the joyous spirit of youth flourishes
unimpeded by the burdens of adult
responsibilities and societal fail-
ures.
At the heart of this assertion lies

the recognition that childhood is a
universal entitlement that tran-
scends geographical, social, and
economic boundaries. The United
Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child (UNCRC) serves as a
resounding affirmation of this prin-
ciple, establishing a framework that
guarantees the right to survival, de-
velopment, protection, and partici-
pation for all children. 
Yet, despite the global acknowl-

edgment of these rights, millions of
children find themselves ensnared
in circumstances that deprive them
of their basic entitlements. In this
dissonance between ideals and re-
ality, we are compelled to confront
a profound injustice: the plight of
children rendered invisible, their
voices silenced amid the cacophony
of adult concerns. The staggering
prevalence of child labor starkly il-
lustrates the urgent need for a para-
digm shift in our understanding of
childhood. 
According to the International

Labour Organization (ILO), ap-
proximately 160 million children
are engaged in child labor, toiling
in perilous conditions that threaten
their health and well-being. These
young laborers, driven by necessity,
become unwitting participants in a
system that prioritizes short-term
economic gains over their rights
and futures.
As they labor in fields, factories,

and streets, they forfeit not only
their childhood but also the oppor-
tunity to receive an education - a
critical factor that could empower
them to break the chains of poverty.
The irony is both poignant and
painful: families, in their desperate
bids for survival, often rely on the
income generated by their chil-
dren’s labor, perpetuating a cycle

that ensnares generations in despair.
Yet, child labor is merely one

facet of a multifaceted crisis that
plagues the most vulnerable mem-
bers of our society. The insidious
nature of child trafficking reveals
another layer of exploitation that
demands our immediate attention.
Children, lured by promises of
safety and prosperity, are trafficked
across borders, subjected to horrific
conditions of forced labor and sex-
ual exploitation. 
The United Nations estimates

that over 1.2 million children fall
victim to trafficking each year, an
alarming statistic that underscores
the urgent need for a concerted
global response. These children are
stripped of their dignity, treated as
commodities to be bought and sold,
their rights trampled underfoot in
the relentless pursuit of profit.
Moreover, violence against chil-

dren - whether physical, emotional,
or sexual - remains a pervasive vi-
olation of their rights. 
The World Health Organization

(WHO) reports that one in four
children experiences physical vio-
lence, while one in five girls is sub-
jected to sexual violence. These
statistics paint a grim picture of a
world where children, who should
be nurtured and protected, are in-
stead caught in the crossfire of
adult conflicts and societal failings. 
The silence surrounding these is-

sues is deafening, as the very envi-
ronments meant to foster growth
and learning often become arenas
of danger and trauma. In this cul-
ture of silence, the rights of chil-
dren remain unacknowledged, and
their pleas for help go unheard.
To shift the narrative from view-

ing childhood as a privilege to rec-
ognizing it as an inalienable right,
we must embark on a multifaceted
journey that encompasses educa-
tion, community engagement, leg-
islation, and individual advocacy.
Education emerges as the corner-
stone of this transformation, serv-
ing as both a shield and a sword in
the fight for children’s rights. 

Access to quality education
equips children with the knowledge
and skills necessary to navigate the
complexities of the world and ad-
vocate for their rights. It is through
education that children learn to rec-
ognize their inherent worth, under-
stand their rights, and envision a
future filled with possibilities.
Yet, access to education alone is

not sufficient; it must be accompa-
nied by a safe and nurturing envi-
ronment where children can learn
and thrive. This includes protection
from violence, exploitation, and
neglect—issues that demand imme-
diate attention. 
Governments and communities

must work together to establish
comprehensive child protection
systems that address prevention, in-
tervention, and rehabilitation.
Teachers, healthcare providers, and
law enforcement officials must be
trained to recognize the signs of
abuse and exploitation, while safe
spaces should be created where
children can seek help and support.
Communities play a pivotal role

in championing the rights of chil-
dren. Grassroots movements that
raise awareness about the impor-
tance of safeguarding childhood
can mobilize local efforts to effect
change. 
Parents, educators, and commu-

nity leaders must work collabora-
tively to challenge harmful cultural
norms and practices that perpetuate
child labor and violence. By foster-
ing a collective sense of responsi-
bility, communities can cultivate
environments where children are
cherished and protected.
Legislation is another critical pil-

lar in the fight for children’s rights.
Governments must commit to en-
acting and implementing laws that
protect children from exploitation
and abuse. This includes ensuring
that existing laws are effectively
enforced and that children have ac-
cess to justice when their rights are
violated. 
The role of law enforcement is

paramount; they must be ade-

quately trained to handle cases in-
volving children, ensuring that vic-
tims are treated with dignity and
respect.
International cooperation is

equally vital in this fight against
child exploitation. Trafficking and
abuse know no borders; they are
global crises that demand a unified
response. Countries must collabo-
rate to strengthen their efforts in
preventing trafficking, sharing in-
formation, and coordinating law en-
forcement initiatives.
Comprehensive child protection

systems must be established that
address prevention, protection, and
rehabilitation, ensuring that chil-
dren are shielded from exploitation
and provided with the support they
need to heal and thrive. As individ-
uals, we all hold the power to effect
change in the lives of children. Ad-
vocacy begins with awareness, and
each of us has a role to play in rais-
ing our voices against injustice. 
Whether through volunteering

with organizations that support
children, educating ourselves and
others about children’s rights, or
advocating for policy changes that
prioritize childhood protection, we
can contribute to a movement that
seeks to dismantle the systems of
exploitation and abuse. Each ac-
tion, no matter how small, can
spark change and inspire others to
join the cause.
In conclusion, the assertion that

“Childhood is a right, not a privi-
lege” serves as a powerful reminder
of our collective responsibility to
protect and nurture the most vulner-
able among us. We must challenge
the systemic injustices that deny
children their rights and work tire-
lessly to create a world where every
child can experience the joys of
childhood - free from exploitation,
violence, and fear.
Every child deserves the oppor-

tunity to learn, to dream, and to
grow in a safe and nurturing envi-
ronment. By prioritizing education,
fostering community engagement,
strengthening legal protections, and
advocating for children’s rights, we
can create a brighter future for all
children. It is time to recognize that
childhood is not just a phase of life
but a fundamental right that must
be cherished and upheld. 
In doing so, we honor not only

the potential of each child but also
the promise of a better world for
generations to come. Let us unite in
our efforts to protect the innocence
of childhood, ensuring that every
child can embrace their youth with
joy, hope, and endless possibilities.
(The writer is Editor in Chief of
the Assamese E-Megazine SAM-
PROTIK. He can be reached at
himangshur1989@gmail.com)

WORLD STROKE

Childhood: A right, not a privilege

Regular exercise not only a preventive
but also a rehab tool for stroke

By: Dr Amit Shrivastav

Stroke is a medical emergency and every
40 seconds, someone in the country suf-
fers a stroke, and every four minutes,

someone loses their life to it. This year, World
Stroke Day highlights the transformative
theme, “#GreaterThan Stroke Active Chal-
lenge,” a call to empower communities around
the world to embrace sports and physical ac-
tivity as a vital force in stroke prevention and
rehabilitation. With stroke remaining one of
the leading causes of death and long-term dis-
ability, this campaign underscores how an ac-
tive lifestyle is not only a preventive tool but
also an aid to recovery, empowering people to
push beyond the limitations of stroke.
By bringing attention to the benefits of

physical activity in managing stroke risk and
supporting recovery, this year’s World Stroke
Day encourages individuals, families, and
communities to come together to address
stroke proactively.
Understanding stroke: The importance of

immediate action
A stroke occurs when blood flow to a part

of the brain is blocked, either by a clot in the
case of an ischemic stroke or by a ruptured
blood vessel, causing a hemorrhagic stroke.
This interruption deprives brain cells of oxy-
gen and nutrients, leading to cell death within
minutes. As stroke attacks brain tissue, it can
result in physical disabilities, speech and
memory problems, and other long-lasting ef-
fects. The severity depends on the extent and
location of brain damage, but timely interven-
tion is crucial in reducing the chances of se-
vere disability or death.
Raising awareness among the public about

the acronym - “FAST” Face drooping, Arm
weakness, Speech difficulty, and Time to call
emergency services - can save lives. Knowing
these signs helps individuals take swift action
and improves the chances of timely treatment.
Physical activity as a key player in stroke

prevention
Stroke is often preventable and that lifestyle

choices play a major role in reducing one’s
risk. According to the American Heart Asso-
ciation, physical activity can lower the risk of
high blood pressure, high cholesterol, dia-
betes, and obesity - all major contributors to
stroke risk. Regular activity improves cardio-
vascular health by enhancing blood flow, low-
ering inflammation, and improving the
function of blood vessels.

For those seeking to prevent stroke, aiming
for at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity
exercise per week can significantly reduce
risk. Activities like walking, swimming, cy-
cling, and dancing are not only enjoyable but
effective in keeping the body active. Strength-
ening the heart and maintaining a healthy
weight have shown to be crucial factors in
lowering stroke risk. But beyond these well-
known benefits, sports and physical activities
provide a sense of community, accountability,
and motivation, helping people make physical
activity a sustainable part of their lives.
The role of exercise in stroke rehabilita-

tion
Exercise is not only preventive but a reha-

bilitative tool as
well. For stroke
survivors, en-
gaging in move-
ment aids in the
process of neu-
roplasticity, the
brain’s ability to
reorganize itself
by forming new
neural connec-
tions. Physical
activity helps
survivors regain
m o b i l i t y ,
strength, and
confidence. Re-
h a b i l i t a t i o n
through exer-
cise enhances brain function by improving
blood flow to affected areas, encouraging new
pathways to form and aiding the recovery of
skills lost to stroke.
Rehabilitation exercises focus on controlled

movement, balance, and strength training. For
example, hand exercises or leg lifts can help
with regaining the strength needed for daily
tasks, while aerobic exercises like walking or
stationary biking can improve cardiovascular
health and boost mood. Simple balance exer-
cises can also make a world of difference for
survivors facing mobility challenges, and gen-
tle yoga has been shown to reduce stress and
improve flexibility. 
Joining a group exercise program or work-

ing with physical therapists trained in stroke
recovery further amplifies these benefits, pro-
viding stroke survivors with structured and
supportive environments to rebuild strength
and independence.

Traditionally, stroke treatment windows
were narrow, limited to 4.5 hours for intra-
venous thrombolysis and six hours for me-
chanical thrombectomy, a minimally invasive
procedure to physically remove clots. This
constrained time frame left many patients who
couldn’t access immediate care or who expe-
rienced strokes during sleep without critical
treatment options. However, recent advance-
ments in medical science have extended the
treatment window for ischemic stroke to up to
24 hours, offering new hope to patients who
would otherwise be beyond reach.
Advanced imaging tools, such as perfusion

CT and MRI, can now identify “penumbra” -
the brain tissue that is still viable but at risk of

i r r e v e r s i b l e
damage. This
allows medical
professionals to
assess which
patients could
benefit from
treatment, even
if they arrive at
the hospital
well after tradi-
tional time-
frames. 
Mechanical

thrombectomy,
a minimally in-
vasive proce-
dure where
doctors use a

stent retriever to remove a clot, has shown ef-
fectiveness up to 24 hours after stroke onset in
certain patients. This breakthrough has signif-
icantly improved stroke care, offering a new
chance for recovery and a reduced risk of
long-term disability for patients who might
have otherwise been considered ineligible for
treatment.
Yatharth Super Specialty Hospital has re-

cently upgraded its neurosciences Department,
with a full team of Senior Neurologists, Neu-
rosurgeons, trained Spine surgeon, Neuro In-
tensivists taken on board, who offer a wide
range of specialised Neurological, surgical,
neuro intervention, and minimally invasive
Surgery and Neuro critical care in this region.
With the launch of its dedicated stroke clinic,
the Hospital has become a 24X7 stroke ready
centre. (The author is the Director and Head
of Department, Neurology, Yatharth Hospi-
tal, Greater Noida) 

Dark tourism: Why people are
visiting sites of military attacks,

war zones and disasters

By: Juliet Rogers

There is a disturbing
trend of people
travelling to the

sadder places of the world:
sites of military attacks,
war zones and disasters.
Dark tourism is now a
phenomenon, with its own
website and dedicated tour
guides. People visit these
places to mourn, or to re-
member and honour the
dead. But sometimes they
just want to look, and
sometimes they want to
delight in the pain of oth-
ers.
Of course, people have

long visited places like the
Auschwitz-Birkenau Me-
morial, the site of the Twin
Towers destroyed in the
9/11 attacks, Robben Is-
land Prison, where Nelson
Mandela and others spent
many years, and more re-
cently, the Chernobyl nu-
clear power plant. But
there are more recent des-
tinations, connected to ac-
tive wars and aggression.
Since the Hamas mili-

tary attacks of October 7,
2023, in which around
1,200 people were killed
and more than 250 taken
hostage, celebrities and
tourists have visited the
related sites of the Nova
music festival and the Nir
Oz Kibbutz in
Palestine/Israel.
The kibbutz tours,

guided by former resi-
dents, allow people to
view and be guided
through houses of the
dead, to be shown photo-
graphs and bullet holes.
Sderot, the biggest city
targeted by Hamas, is of-
fering what it describes as
“resilience tours”, con-
necting tourists with Octo-
ber 7 survivors.
Similar places are vis-

ited in Ukraine. The “pop-
ular” Donbas war tour, for
instance, takes visitors to
the front lines of the con-
flict and offers “a first-
hand look at the impact of
the war on the local popu-
lation”, introducing them
to displaced locals, sol-
diers and volunteer fight-
ers. There’s also a Kyiv
tour, which takes in de-
stroyed military equip-
ment and what remains of
missile strikes.
Solidarity tours
These tours have vari-

ous names, but one Israeli
company calls them “soli-
darity tours”. 
The idea of solidarity

lessens the presumption of
voyeurism, or the accusa-
tion of ghoulish enjoy-
ment of pain or suffering.
It suggests an affinity with
those who have died or
those who have lost loved
ones.
But solidarity is a polit-

ical affiliation too. These
tours are not only thera-
peutic. They are not only
about “bearing witness”,
as many guides and visi-
tors attest. They are also
about solidarity with the
struggle.
What is this struggle?

Genocide scholar Dirk
Moses has written
thoughtfully on this after
October 7. Colonial states
seek not just security, but
“permanent security”.
This makes them hyper-
defensive of their borders.
Israel was created as a na-
tion by the newly formed
United Nations in 1947,
two years after the end of
World War II and in the
shadow of the Holocaust:
it was an inevitable prod-
uct of the Balfour Declara-
tion (1917) that carved up
the Middle East.
The creation of the Is-

raeli state turned relation-
ships between Palestinians
and Jewish people into
borders to navigate and
police, producing a line of
security to defend.
These borders have long

been sites of humiliation

and denigration toward
Palestinians, whose home-
lands have been now oc-
cupied for many
generations.

Israeli Defense Force
soldiers themselves have
spoken passionately about
the brutal and arbitrary vi-
olence that occurs there,
including “creative pun-
ishments”. These were the
borders that protected the
sites targeted by Hamas.
The Nova music festival
was five kilometres from
one of these borders.
For many Israelis, any

breach of those borders,
any sense of loss of con-
trol, courts the terrors of
the past. It raises the spec-
tre of the Holocaust: the
destruction of European
Jewry, the loss of sover-
eignty over family, home,
and over life, the loss of
millions of lives, again.
For Israel, as for any colo-
nial state, security is a per-
manent aspiration, in
Moses’s terms. The stakes
are high.
Dark tourism, seen in

this light, is not only soli-
darity with those who
have lost loved ones on
October 7. It is solidarity
with the border, with those
who have lost that secu-
rity. And that loss is pro-
found, traumatic and, at
least psychologically, can
provoke violent reactions
in an effort to have the
borders – geographical
and psychological – re-
asserted.
‘I stand with you’
Transitional justice

mechanisms such as the
truth commissions in
South Africa, Timor Leste
and Argentina apply legal
frameworks to heal na-
tions from the trauma of
crimes against humanity.
These mechanisms are one
choice after experiences of
mass violence. Ironically,
their catchphrase is Nunca
Mas (never again), which
was the title of the 1984
report by Argentina’s Na-
tional Commission on the
Dissappeared.
Permanent security of

the kind Israel is seeking
is another choice – and its
catchphrase might well be
the same. Never again will
Israel’s borders be
breached, never again will
Jewish life be subjected to
mass destruction with im-
punity.
This is what solidarity

can mean: not only griev-
ing alongside those who
have suffered, but attach-
ment to an identity and
borders, which are rein-
forced through participa-
tion. “I stand with you” is
perhaps what the visits are
for. I stand with you on
this land, at this time, and
perhaps for all time.
But stand beside you in

what now? In grief, yes.
But also in rage, in pain, in
vengeance and, for some,
in making Israel great
again.
The hashtag #stand-

withus accompanies some
calls for visits to the Octo-
ber 7 sites, for this form of
tourism. It means stand
with us at Israel’s border.
From there, you can hear
the sound of bombs
falling: in Gaza, a place
where no solidarity tour
will go. Yet.
Memorials, grief, un-

derstanding
Dark tourism is not al-

ways for those associated
with the events. Some
people visit sites of disas-
ter and loss because they
want to understand the
greater sadnesses of the
world and its formidable
brutalities. Some want to
show their respect to oth-
ers. It’s not dissimilar to
visiting memorials.
Memorials collate the

disparate parts of grief and
reflect it as public mem-
ory. They offer fragments
of historical pain that can

be borne in more than one
mind, to create a shared
reality.
In Pretoria, South

Africa, a memorial called
Freedom Park depicts the
names of every person
who died in every war
fought in South Africa, as
well as those South
Africans who died in the
world wars. The names are
written on a wall that cir-
cles the park. It is impos-
sibly long and circular,
and you cannot measure it
with your own stride. It is
disorientating and inter-
minable, like grief.
In this memorial-

metaphor, you are unable
to comprehend – and at
the same time are awash
with – a history of loss,
represented by the names.
The walls contain you,
and then they cannot.
Grief and even solidarity
is not always about com-
prehension or contain-
ment. 
Sometimes it is about

proximity. Sometimes, it
is about sitting with not
knowing. Sometimes, it is
about solidarity with
something that cannot be
made sense of.
Trauma, psychoanalysis

tells us, is an experience
of what we cannot assimi-
late. If you sit in proximity
to people and places
where traumatic events
have happened, you can
learn something. If you
see the bullet holes at a
site of loss, you can com-
prehend something. But
not everything. Bullet
holes in a wall are the very
definition of a partial
story.
People visit memorials

and sites of loss to learn
and to unlearn. Dark
tourism has this quality.
Obscenity of under-

standing
In my field, criminology

and trauma studies, we try
to understand why people
do the violent things they
do. Holocaust filmmaker
and commentator Claude
Lanzmann has said we
must not indulge in what
he calls the “obscenity of
the project of understand-
ing” in relation to Nazi
perpetrators of the Holo-
caust.
He regards curiosity

about the minds of perpe-
trators and the rationale
for violence as a violence
in itself. Of the Holocaust,
he says you cannot ask
“Why were the Jews
killed?”. It is the result
that matters. But it is also
the reaction that matters.
The state of Israel itself –
permanent security and its
attendant horrors – is part
of that reaction.
But understanding can

influence the reaction to
violence, and contribute
something to the promise
of Never Again. Under-
standing allows us to hold
more than one story in
mind. It allows us to do
more than count the more
than 1,200 killed in Israel,
or the 41,689 (plus) Pales-
tinians killed in Gaza.
Bodies are always more
than numbers. But expla-
nation is one thing, justifi-
cation another.
Justification is best left to
the courts, international or
otherwise, after the vio-
lence has ceased.
It is hard to hear about

dark tourism in
Israel/Palestine and in
Ukraine and try to under-
stand it. It is hard not to
condemn the tourists. But
we are quick to condemn
at this time – and even
quicker to demand others
do the same. 
Perhaps we should not

be so righteous, and we
should resist the urge to
easily condemn, from our
homes in what Tim Rowse
has called the “ongoing
colonial encounter some-
times called ‘Australia’”.
Indigenous people here

speak of the lack of me-
morials on this land. But
every bordered property is
a site for dark tourism in
Australia. Dark tourism is
the effort to seek out des-
tinations of violence and
devastation, but it is not
hard to see genocide from
our front door in this
country. (Courtesy:
Scroll.in)
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BRUSSELS, Oct 28: NATO
on Monday confirmed that
North Korean troops have
been sent to Russia to aid in
its almost three-year war
against Ukraine and that some
have already been deployed in
Russia’s Kursk border region,
where Russia has been strug-
gling to push back a Ukrain-
ian incursion.

“Today, I can confirm that
North Korean troops have
been sent to Russia, and that
North Korean military units
have been deployed to the
Kursk region,” NATO Secre-
tary-General Mark Rutte told

reporters.
Rutte said that the move

represents “a significant esca-
lation” in North Korea’s in-
volvement in the conflict and
marks “a dangerous expan-
sion of Russia’s war.”

His remarks came after a
high-level South Korean dele-
gation including top intelli-
gence and military officials as
well as senior diplomats
briefed the alliance’s 32 na-
tional ambassadors at NATO
headquarters in Brussels.

Rutte said NATO is “ac-
tively consulting within the
alliance, with Ukraine, and

with our Indo-Pacific part-
ners,” on developments and
that he is due to talk soon with
South Korea’s president and
Ukraine’s defense minister.
“We continue to monitor the

situation closely,” he said.
Adding thousands of North

Korean soldiers to Europe’s
biggest conflict since World
War II will pile more pressure
on Ukraine’s weary and over-

stretched army, as well as
stoking geopolitical tensions
in the Korean Peninsula and
the wider Indo-Pacific region,
including Japan and Australia,
Western officials say.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin is keen to reshape global
power dynamics. He sought to
build a counterbalance to
Western influence with a sum-
mit of BRICS countries, in-
cluding the leaders of China
and India, in Russia last week.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, citing
intelligence reports, claimed
last Friday that North Korean

troops would be on the battle-
field within days.

He previously said his gov-
ernment has information that
some 10,000 troops from
North Korea were being read-
ied to join Russian forces
fighting against his country.

Days before Zelenskyy
spoke, American and South
Korean officials said there
was evidence North Korea
had dispatched troops to Rus-
sia.

The U.S. said around 3,000
North Korean troops had been
deployed to Russia for train-
ing. (AP)

NATO confirms that North Korea has sent troops
to join Russia’s war in Ukraine

Pak starts new polio 
vaccination drive as virus 

detected in 16 district samples

TOKYO, Oct 28: Japanese Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba's ruling
coalition lost a majority in the 465-
seat lower house in a key parlia-
mentary election on Sunday, a
punishment by voters' outrage over
the governing party's extensive fi-
nancial scandals.

Ishiba's Liberal Democratic
Party remains the top party in
Japan's parliament, and a change of
government is not expected. But
the results create political uncer-
tainty.

F a l l i n g
short of a ma-
jority makes
it difficult for
Ishiba to get
his party's
p o l i c i e s
through par-
liament, and
he may need
to find a third
coalition partner. The LDP's coali-
tion retains a majority in the less
powerful upper house.

All told, the ruling coalition with
junior partner Komeito secured 215
seats, down sharply from the ma-
jority of 279 it previously held, ac-
cording to Japanese media. It is the
coalition's worst result since briefly
falling from power in 2009.

Ishiba took office on October 1

and immediately ordered the elec-
tion in hopes of shoring up support
after his predecessor, Fumio
Kishida, failed to address public
outrage over the LDP's scandals.

“The results so far have been ex-
tremely severe, and we take them
very seriously," Ishiba told Japan's
national NHK television late Sun-
day. “I believe the voters are telling
us to reflect more and become a
party that lives up to their expecta-
tions." 

Ishiba said
the LDP
would still
lead a ruling
coalition and
tackle key
p o l i c i e s ,
compile a
planned sup-
plementary
budget and
pursue politi-

cal reform.
He indicated that his party is

open to cooperating with opposi-
tion groups if that suits the public's
expectations.The Constitutional
Democratic Party of Japan, led by
centrist leader Yoshihiko Noda,
made huge gains to 148 seats, from
its previous 98. “We accomplished
our goal of preventing the ruling
coalition from a majority, which

was a major achievement,” Noda
said.

Noda called the election a rare
chance for a change of govern-
ment, and said he seeks to lead a
coalition with other opposition
groups to do so. But his party has
had trouble finding partners, and
many voters were sceptical about
the opposition's ability and inexpe-
rience.

For Ishiba, potential additional
partners include the Democratic
Party of the People, which calls for
lower taxes, and the conservative
Japan Innovation Party.

DPP head Yuichiro Tamaki said
he was open to “a partial alliance”.
Innovation Party chief Nobuyuki
Baba has denied any intention to
cooperate. The centrist DPP
quadrupled to 28 seats, while the
conservative Innovation Party
slipped to 38.

Ishiba may also face backlash
from a number of scandal-tainted
lawmakers with former leader
Shinzo Abe's faction, whom Ishiba
had un-endorsed for Sunday's elec-
tion in an attempt to regain public
support. The LDP is less cohesive
now and could enter the era of
short-lived prime ministers. Ishiba
is expected to last at least until the
ruling bloc approves key budget
plans at the end of December. (AP)

Japan’s ruling coalition loses majority in lower
house creating political uncertainty

ISLAMABAD, Oct 28: Pakistan
on Monday started its third nation-
wide polio campaign to vaccinate
45 million children against the crip-
pling disease as the virus was de-
tected in the environmental
samples from 16 districts.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
inaugurated the campaign during a
ceremony at the Prime Minister's
House on World Polio Day last
week, the Dawn newspaper re-
ported. He also administered polio
drops to children there.

The week-long vaccination cam-
paign, which will run till Novem-
ber 3, aims to tackle the alarming
spread of polio in the country,
which has reported 41 cases this
year. During the drive, special
teams of health departments will go
door to door to inoculate more than
45 million children. Children will
also be given Vitamin-A supple-
ments during the campaign for ad-
ditional immunity, according to the
report. 

The launch coincided with the
Regional Reference Laboratory for
Polio Eradic a tion at the National
Institute of Health confirming the
detection of wild poliovirus type 1
(WPV1) in sewage samples from

16 districts, the report said.
So far, 21 polio cases have been

reported from Balochistan, 12 from
Sindh, six from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and one each from
Punjab and Islamabad.Speaking at
the inaugural ceremony last week,
Prime Minister Sharif underscored
the importance of the campaign to
prevent the disease's further spread
as he stressed the urgency of the
country's battle against the recent
resurgence of wild poliovirus.

“Polio has re-emerged in Pak-
istan, reminding us of our collec-
tive responsibility to overcome this
threat. Together, we must fight this
battle with unity and determination
until we secure a polio-free Pak-
istan,” Geo News quoted Sharif as
saying. Prime Minister's Focal Per-
son for Polio Eradication Ayesha
Raza Farooq said health workers
“will reach every corner of Pak-
istan” to vaccinate the children and
secure a “healthier future" for
them. “Polio has no cure, but it can
be prevented with this readily
available vaccine. With the threat at
an all-time high, we must act as one
nation to keep our children safe
through vaccination,” said Anwarul
Haq.  (PTI) 

Rutte said that the move represents a significant escalation in NKorea's involvement in the conflict and marks a dangerous expansion of Russia's war

KYIV, Oct 28: There is no doubt that the
U.S. election will determine the trajec-
tory of the war in Ukraine. The status of
military aid from Kyiv’s chief interna-
tional backer is dependent on who be-
comes president, as is any prospect for a
cease-fire that could benefit Ukraine.

Some in Kyiv say the country’s very
existence hinges on who wins the White
House. As Americans vote, exhausted
and outmanned Ukrainian soldiers are
holding defensive lines under constant
Russian fire, knowing the results will dic-
tate their future.

The war in Ukraine is one of the most
divisive issues of the Nov. 5 election:
Former President Donald Trump, the Re-
publican nominee, and Vice President
Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee,
advocate very different views on how
much support the U.S. should continue to
give Ukraine. 

After a whirlwind Western tour, Kyiv’s
leaders have tried to promote their ver-
sion of what President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy calls his “victory plan.” They hope
key decisions will be made — including
Ukraine’s bid for NATO membership -
by the new administration.

“We believe that regardless of the last
name of the future president of the U.S.,
the country of the United States will not
give up global dominance, global leader-
ship as such. And this is possible only
through the support of Ukraine and
through the defeat of the Russian Feder-
ation,” said Mykhailo Podolyak, an ad-
viser to Zelenskyy.

Harris, who has decried President
Vladimir Putin’s “brutality,” would likely
carry on President Joe Biden’s policy of
support, albeit within the strict limits on
Ukraine’s ability to strike deep inside
Russian territory that have frustrated
Kyiv’s leaders.

“President Biden has made it clear
from the beginning of this conflict that
his top priority has been to avoid an all-
out war with Russia. I think that remains
the top American priority,” said Malcom
Chalmers, deputy director general at the
Royal United Services Institute in Lon-
don. The U.S. has provided Ukraine more
than $59.5 billion in military weapons
and assistance since Russia invaded in
February 2022. But throughout, Kyiv has
been captive to fraught American politics
that often undermined its battlefield po-

tential. Ukraine lost territory and man-
power as weapons stocks dwindled dur-
ing the six months it took the U.S.
Congress to pass an aid package. Even
promised military assistance has failed to
arrive on time or in sufficient quantities.

Ukraine is still hoping for Western ap-
proval of strikes inside Russian territory
with longer-range weapons supplied by
its allies. It also holds hundreds of square
kilometers (square miles) in Russia’s
Kursk region after an incursion in Au-
gust.

Still, Biden’s commitment to support
Ukraine has never wavered. Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin announced a
$400 million package during his recent
visit. Zelenskyy said he expects another
worth $800 million, the first tranche for
Ukraine’s production of long-range capa-
bilities. Still another $8 billion is ex-
pected by the end of the year.

But for some, all that is too late.
“If the amount of aid that was prom-

ised but not delivered had been fulfilled,
we could have entered negotiations in a
stronger position with Russia,” said Gen.
Lt. Ihor Romanenko, former deputy chief
of the General Staff.

Trump has repeatedly taken issue with
U.S. aid to Ukraine, made vague vows to
end the war and has praised Putin.

He also is considered highly unpre-
dictable. Some Ukrainian officials even
privately welcome this quality, saying it
could bring about results quicker. But so
much is un-
known about
what decisions
Trump would
make.

“He has em-
phasized that
he has a very
different ap-
proach to
Ukraine than
Kamala Har-
ris. And if
what he’s say-
ing now is
translated into action, then it’s going to
be a very rocky period for Ukraine,”
Chalmers said.

“Donald Trump is raising the very dis-
tinct probability that the United States
will cut off most if not all military aid to
Ukraine, which given that the situation

on the ground, although deadlocked, is
one which Russia currently has the ad-
vantage, could tip the balance in Russia’s
favor,” he added.

Podolyak said Trump “understands the
logic” of Zelenskyy’s plans after meeting
with him. “Mr. Trump realized that there

is no way to
agree on some-
thing in this
war, because it
is necessary to
ensure Rus-
sia’s compul-
sion to
u n d e r s t a n d
what a war is,
what conse-
quences Russia
will have in
this war. That
is, Russia can

be forced to do something, but not
asked.” Faced with Trump’s harsh rheto-
ric, some Ukrainian officials say that de-
spite his stated views, his actions as
president at times benefited Ukraine.
Some of the toughest sanctions fell on
Russia’s elite during his administration.

Trump also approved the sale of lethal
weapons to Ukraine, something President
Barack Obama fell short of doing.

Most Ukrainians fear Trump will halt
all military aid to Kyiv, and no other
country can match the U.S. support.
Ukrainian soldiers remain defiant, saying
they’ll continue to hold the line, no mat-
ter what. But the practical implications
would be dire, and Kyiv may be forced
to accept devastating cease-fire terms,
with a fifth of its territory under Russian
control. 

“If the aid is stopped, the situation will
become more complicated,” Romanenko
said. “In this case, the seizure of Ukrain-
ian land will continue, but we do not
know how fast, because their offensive
potential is not unlimited.”

Zelenskyy has presented his vision for
ending the war to both Trump and Harris,
arguing for its necessity. He said Ukraine
hopes for a post-election response from
Washington, particularly on the question
of NATO membership, insisting that such
an invitation be irreversible.

Both Ukraine and Russia are feeling
considerable economic and societal strain
to maintain the war effort. (AP)

The trajectory of Ukraine’s fight against Russia hangs on the outcome of the US election

VILNIUS, Oct 28: Lithuania’ s center-
left opposition parties celebrated victory
on Monday after prevailing over the
center-right ruling coalition in the final
round of national elections.

With 100% of votes counted from
Sunday’s polls, the Social Democrats
won 52 seats in the 141-seat parliament,
known as the Seimas, ending the four-
year rule of the Homeland Union gov-
ernment led by conservative Prime
Minister Ingrida Šimonytė.

The Social Democrats will start talks
on forming a majority cabinet with two
smaller center-left parties, the Demo-
cratic Union and the Union of Peasants
and Greens, which won respectively 14
and 8 seats. The coalition is expected to
control at least 74 seats.

Šimonytė's Homeland Union won
only 28 seats in the two-round election.

Vilija Blinkevičiūtė, who heads the
Social Democrats, thanked supporters as
a cheering crowd celebrated victory in
downtown Vilnius on Sunday.

“I am very grateful to the people of
Lithuania who were so active today vot-
ing for us” she said adding that “the re-
sults have shown that the people want
change, a completely different govern-
ment.”

The outcome was a surprise to the rul-
ing conservatives, who were only two
seats behind the Social Democrats after
the first round.

Analysts had predicted that Lithuania
is set to continue a historic pattern where
voters tend to look a different way every
four years.

Šimonytė conceded, noting the pat-
tern. “In Lithuania that’s the way it is,
every election we see the pendulum
swinging in one direction or the other,”
she told reporters. “We respect the will
of the voters.”

The vote in Lithuania, which borders
Russia’s Kaliningrad exclave to the west
and Belarus to the east, came at a time
when Russia’s war in Ukraine is fueling
greater fears about Moscow’s intentions,
particularly in the strategically impor-
tant Baltic region.

Analysts say there won’t be any sig-
nificant change in Lithuania’s foreign
policy. The European Union and NATO
member is a staunch supporter of

Ukraine.
The outgoing government faced crit-

icism for the strict measures it adopted
during the pandemic, with many com-
plaining that her government didn’t do
enough to help companies during lock-
down. 

Others say thousands of people didn’t
have proper access to health care.

Šimonytė also has been lambasted for
her handling of migrants arriving via
Belarus. Lithuania has claimed its east-
ern neighbor, as well as Russia, was or-
chestrating the influx of people, mostly
from Africa and the Middle East.

Although the country has seen annual
double-digit personal income growth
and has one of the lowest inflation rates
in the 27-nation bloc, most voters did
not seem to be impressed.

The results also mean that the new
cabinet can be formed without the pop-
ulist Nemuno Aušra party which came
in third, with 20 seats. Its leader Remigi-
jus Žemaitaitis had to resign from par-
liament earlier this year for making
antisemitic statements.

Following the results, Gabrielius
Landsbergis, Lithuania’s foreign minis-
ter, announced his resignation from the
leadership of Homeland Union and said
he was leaving politics.

Turnout on Sunday was 41.31 per-
cent, among the highest for a runoff.
(AP)

Social Democrats win Lithuania’s election,
overcoming center-right government

TBILISI, Oct 28: Opposi-
tion supporters in Georgia
planned to hold a protest in
the country’s capital on
Monday against the official
results of a weekend parlia-
mentary election in which
the governing party was de-
clared victorious amid vot-
ing irregularities and
allegations of Russian med-
dling.

Georgian President Sa-
lome Zourabichvili said
Sunday she did not recog-
nize the official results and
that the country had fallen
victim to a “Russian special
operation” aimed at pulling
it back into Moscow’s orbit
and derailing its plan to join
the European Union.

Zourabichvili, a fierce
critic of the governing
party, urged Georgians to
rally on the main street of
the capital,
Tbilisi, on
M o n d a y
night to
p r o t e s t
what she
called a
“total falsi-
fication, a
total steal-
ing of your
v o t e s , ”
raising the
prospect of
more political turmoil in
the South Caucasus nation.

U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said on the
social media platform X
that “the Georgian people
embraced democracy yes-
terday” and urged Geor-
gia’s political leaders to
“respect the rule of law, re-
peal legislation that under-
mines fundamental
freedoms, address deficien-
cies in the electoral process,
and move Georgia toward
its Euro-Atlantic future.”

The Central Election
Commission said Sunday
that the governing Geor-
gian Dream party received
54.8% of Saturday’s votes
with almost all ballots
counted. 

The party - established
by Bidzina Ivanishvili, a
shadowy billionaire who
made his fortune in Russia
— has become increasingly
authoritarian over the past
year, adopting laws similar
to those used by the Krem-
lin to crack down on free-
dom of speech.

The EU suspended Geor-
gia’s membership applica-
tion process indefinitely
because of a Russian-style
“foreign influence law”
passed in June. 

Many Georgians viewed
Saturday’s vote as a pivotal
referendum on the opportu-
nity to join the EU.

The election campaign in
the nation of 3.7 million
people, which borders Rus-
sia, was marked by a bitter
fight for votes and allega-
tions of a smear campaign.
European electoral ob-
servers said the election
took place in a “divisive”
environment marked by in-
timidation and instances of
vote buying, double voting
and physical violence.

During the campaign,
Georgian Dream used
“anti-Western and hostile

rhetoric ...
p r o m o t e d
R u s s i a n
m i s i n f o r -
mation, ma-
nipulations,
and con-
spiracy the-
ories,” said
A n t o n i o
L ó p e z -
I s t ú r i z
White, the
head of the

European Parliament mon-
itoring delegation. 

The election observers
said instances of intimida-
tion and electoral violations
were particularly noticeable
in rural areas.

Georgian Dream scored
its highest share of the vote
— almost 90% — in the
Javakheti region of south-
ern Georgia. In the capital
it received no more than
44% in any district. Prime
Minister Irakli Kobakhidze,
a member of Georgian
Dream, on Sunday de-
scribed his party’s success
as “impressive and obvi-
ous,” and that “any at-
tempts to talk about
election manipulation ... are
doomed to failure.”

Initial figures suggested
voter turnout was the high-
est since Georgian Dream
was first elected in 2012.
The party has vowed to
continue the push toward
EU accession but also
“reset” ties with Georgia’s
former imperial master,
Russia.  (AP)

Georgia’s opposition plans
protest against governing 

party’s declared election victory

RABAT (MOROCCO), Oct 28: French
President Emmanuel Macron arrives Mon-
day in Morocco, where he is expected to
meet with the North African kingdom's
leaders and discuss partnerships regarding
trade, climate change and immigration.

During the president's three-day visit to
Rabat, he is scheduled to meet with King
Mohammed VI and Prime Minister Aziz
Akhannouch and address Morocco's Par-
liament.

It comes months after Macron changed
France's longstanding public position and
backed Morocco's autonomy plan for the
disputed Western Sahara. The move
endeared the country to Morocco and
alienated it from Algeria, which hosts
refugee camps governed by the pro-inde-
pendence Polisario Front and has long
pushed for a UN-organised referendum to
solve the conflict.

In the days leading up to the visit, Mo-
roccan publications lauded the “warm re-
union” and a “new honeymoon” between
the two countries while French flags were
hung throughout Rabat.

France and Morocco have historically
partnered on issues ranging from countert-
errorism to Western Sahara. Morocco is
the top destination for French investment
in Africa and France is Morocco's top trade
partner. 

Morocco imports French cereals, renew-
able energy infrastructure like turbines and
weapons. Morocco exports goods to
France including tomatoes, cars and air-

plane parts.
Moroccans are among the largest for-

eign-born communities in France, where
North African immigrants are a key polit-
ical constituency and a focal point of de-
bates about the roles of Islam and
immigration in French society. In recent
months, France's new Interior Minister
Bruno Retailleau has pushed for the coun-
try to take a hard-line approach toward im-
migration and seek deals with countries
like Morocco to better prevent would-be
migrants from crossing into Europe.

On Macron's last visit to Morocco, he
and King Mohammed VI inaugurated Al
Boraq, Africa's first high-speed rail line,
made possible by French financing and
trains manufactured by the French firm Al-
strom.

Despite close ties, relations have at
times been fragile between France and
Morocco, which was a French protectorate
from 1912 to 1956. In 2021, Morocco sus-
pended consular relations France momen-
tarily reduced the number of visas offered
to Moroccans in protest of its refusal to
provide documents needed to deport peo-
ple who migrated to France without autho-
risation.

Relations between the two countries
soured further that year when a 2021 report
revealed Morocco's security services had
used Israeli spyware to infiltrate the de-
vices of activists and politicians, including
Macron. Morocco denied and sued over
the allegations. (AP)

France’s prez visiting Morocco after his Western
Sahara change brings ‘new honeymoon’

OTTAWA, Oct 28: Four Indian nationals were killed and
one injured when the car they were travelling in crashed and
burst into flames in Canada's Ontario province, authorities
said. The accident occurred last week on Thursday in the Lake
Shore Boulevard East and Cherry Street area of Toronto city,
police said in a press release.

The five people, between the ages of 25-32, were travelling
in a Tesla when it "lost control and struck the guard rail and
then a concrete pillar" before bursting into flames, the press
release said.

“We have gathered some evidence so far to suggest that
speed was a factor,” Toronto Police Duty Inspector Phillip
Sinclair was quoted as saying by the Toronto Sun newspaper.
Four of the car occupants were pronounced dead on the scene
by the police officials responding to the accident, the press re-
lease said. The fifth occupant, a 25-year-old woman, was
transported to a hospital with non-life-threatening injuries.
She was rescued by a passing motorist who stopped to help,
according to the report.

"Heartfelt condolences on tragic loss of Indian nationals in
car accident that took place yesterday in Toronto," the official
handle of the Indian Consulate in Toronto said in a post on X.
The post added that the consulate was in regular touch with
local authorities and affected families in Canada and India.
"All required assistance is being provided," it said.  (PTI)

4 Indians killed in single-vehicle
crash in Canada
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Tripura CM directs for development of new
parking zones to tackle traffic woes

HT Correspondent
AGARTALA, Oct 28: CM
Manik Saha said on Monday
that the enthusiastic response
from people during the mem-
bership drive will further
strengthen the foundation of
the Bharatiya Janata Party.
He further said, the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
witnessing a significant surge
in public interest across
Tripura as part of its ongoing
membership drive.
Speaking at a membership

drive event on Monday in
Ward No 20 and Ward No 40
under the Baradowali Mandal,
CM Saha expressed his grati-
tude for the overwhelming re-
sponse and emphasized that

this enthusiasm marks a new
chapter for the party in the
northeastern state.
With the membership drive

now in its second phase, the
BJP has extended the enroll-
ment period until November
15. Leaders and party workers
are actively reaching out to
communities, meeting resi-
dents, and encouraging them
to join the party. CM Saha,
himself, has been participating
by visiting various wards, in-
cluding his own assembly con-
stituency, where he has
personally enrolled new mem-
bers. “The enthusiastic re-
sponse during the membership
drive will further solidify the
foundation of the Bharatiya

Janata Party,” CM Saha said,
adding that people in Tripura
are beginning to recognize
BJP as the only viable option
for development and progress.
“It’s the dedication of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi that
has inspired people to join
BJP, understanding it as a
party committed to the peo-
ple’s welfare and addressing
their problems,” he noted.
In addition to the member-

ship drive, the Chief Minister
highlighted the party’s focus
on strengthening grassroots
connections. Leaders and
karyakartas (party workers)
are leaving no stone unturned,
visiting every corner of the
state to encourage public par-

ticipation in the BJP’s vision
for Tripura’s future.
The expanding base of the

BJP in Tripura reflects a grow-
ing trend in northeastern
states, where people are in-
creasingly aligning with the
party’s agenda of progress, in-
frastructure development, and
economic growth. With this
membership drive, the BJP
aims to consolidate its base in
Tripura ahead of upcoming elec-
toral battles and establish itself
firmly as a people-centric party.
Political analysts view this
heightened public response as a
significant indicator of BJP’s
rising influence and as a testa-
ment to its efforts to engage
citizens on a local level.

BJP’s membership drive in Tripura
sees unprecedented public support

H  
AGA   
Union    
has an   
of Tr    
while   
Khlie   
Hills     
Natio    
in the   
Th    

Reso   
ment    
tion   
under    
Shakt     
ners,   
for th    
Awar     
viz B    
Best   
Urba    
Scho     
dustry     
ciatio    
than    
Best  
Un     

   
  
  

     
  

   
   
   

    
    

    
    
    

    
  
    
    
   

     
   
   
   

   
   

 
  
  
  

   
    
    

   
   
  

 
 

    
    
    

 
    

   
     

    
    

   
   

   
  

    
   
   

   
   

    
   
   

     
   
   
   

 
    

    
   

   

    
   
    
   
   
     
  
 

D       
      

CM Saha hails strong public response as thousands join BJP

ITANAGAR, Oct 28: Arunachal Pradesh
Governor Lt Gen KT Parnaik (retd) adopted
two TB patients from Lower Dibang Valley
district during a visit to the district hospital
at Roing.
Parnaik adopted the patients in his role as

a Nikshay Mitra, an initiative that provides
TB patients with nutritional, diagnostic, and
vocational support. The governor also pre-
sented food baskets to the two patients, an of-
ficial statement from Raj Bhavan said on
Monday. Interacting with MLAs Mutchu
Mithi and Puinnyo Apum and health offi-
cials, Parnaik highlighted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s goal to eliminate tubercu-
losis from the country by 2025, ahead of the
global TB-related Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) target of 2030.
He urged people to unite in supporting this

commitment. (PTI)

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, Oct 28: With the festive season approaching and in reiteration of its
earlier order, the Dimapur police commissionerate reminded people on the ban on
bursting firecrackers on Monday.
“In order to ensure safe and eco-friendly environment, it is appealed to all the cit-

izens to be responsible and desist from the use of firecrackers as it is not only envi-
ronmentally hazardous but can cause significant stress, fear and other health-related
issues in animals and humans due to its loud explosion and toxic gases,” Dimapur
commissioner of police Kevithuto Sophie said in an advisory on Monday.
However, the advisory said, on Diwali days or any other festivals like Gurupurab

when such fireworks generally take place, it would be strictly from 8 pm till 10 pm
only. On Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve, it would be from 11.55 pm to 12.30
am only, it added.
Sophie said no items(s) other than the reduced emission firecrackers (improved

crackers) and reduced emission firecrackers (green crackers: safe water and air sprin-
klers) as prescribed and approved by the Petroleum and Explosive Safety Organisa-
tion (ESO) will be used during the permitted hours.

HT Correspondent
AGARTALA, Oct 28: Chief Minister
Manik Saha said on Monday that the
Traffic Police, Transport Department,
and Agartala Municipal Corporation
(AMC) must collaborate to alleviate
traffic congestion on Agartala’s busiest
roads. He directed the immediate iden-
tification and development of new park-
ing zones.
“Traffic Police, Transport Depart-

ment, and AMC need to work together
to avoid traffic jams on Agartala’s
busiest roads. No-parking zones in the
city should be regularly monitored, and
strict action should be taken against traf-
fic law violators when necessary,” he

said. CM Saha said this during a review
meeting on the traffic system within the
AMC area, held at the secretariat.
During the meeting, the Chief Minis-

ter reviewed various aspects of the traf-
fic system in the AMC area and
highlighted that the latest technology is
being integrated into the traffic manage-
ment system.
“The state government is working on

a multi-pronged plan to ensure that citi-
zens can travel safely on the roads. In-
creasing the number of parking zones in
Agartala city is essential to reducing
traffic congestion,” he said.
The Chief Minister instructed the Su-

perintendent of Traffic Police to identify

suitable locations for the new parking
zone and commence work immediately.
He also emphasized the importance of

relocating vendors conducting business
along Agartala’s busiest roads and urged
the AMC to facilitate their placement in
designated areas. Additionally, he rec-
ommended regular surveillance in these
zones. The Chief Minister further di-
rected the Traffic Unit, AMC, and Trans-
port Department to jointly regulate the
movement of battery-operated rick-
shaws on Agartala’s busiest streets.
“All flats or multi-storied buildings

under construction in urban areas should
be routinely inspected to ensure adher-
ence to parking plans.”

Arunachal guv adopts 2 TB patients Dimapur police remind the
ban on firecracker bursting
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Priyanka accuses BJP-led Centre of
undermining Constitutional values

Maratha-OBC division likely to tilt scales
in late Gopinath Munde’s hometown

SP chief calls for unity against
Mahayuti for a ‘positive change’

LUCKNOW, Oct 28: Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh Yadav on
Monday called for forging a col-
lective strategy and making a
united effort to oust the Mahayuti
alliance from power in Maharash-
tra in the upcoming assembly elec-
tions.
He also slammed the BJP, which

is part of the Mahayuti alliance
along with the Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena and the Ajit Pawar-led
NCP and expressed his commit-
ment to defeating the “enemies of
Maharashtra and bring about a
positive change”.
Yadav, whose party won two

seats in the last Maharashtra polls
and is eying a bigger share in the
seat-sharing talks with its alliance
partners, took to social media to
share a note addressed to the
“dear” people of the state and
media persons.
“With your awareness, the Ma-

harashtra Assembly elections will
liberate ‘Maharashtra’ from the
BJP’s conspiracies of sabotage and
its negative politics of communal-
ism. The BJP’s negative politics is
unable to understand the positive
strategy and mutual adjustment of
the united opposition. The BJP’s
conspiracy to slowly destroy Ma-
harashtra’s economy has been ex-
posed before the people of
Maharashtra,” he said in Hindi on
X. The Samajwadi Party chief ac-
cused the BJP of having destroyed
the “historic harmony and brother-
hood” of Maharashtra’s society as
well as the political parties.
“The BJP wants to weaken Ma-

harashtra so much -- economically,
socially and politically -- that the
reins of the country’s economic
leadership can be snatched from
Maharashtra and given to someone
else,” he added.
The former Uttar Pradesh chief

minister said the “political, social

and economic consciousness” that
has awakened among the people of
Maharashtra and mediapersons
who protect the state’s interests
would not allow this ploy of the
BJP to succeed.
“The people of Maharashtra will

defeat the enemies of Maharash-
tra’s honour, livelihood, employ-
ment, trade and business. The
tainted and treacherous allies of the
BJP will be defeated.
“The BJP’s mega-corruption did

not spare even the statues of great
men. Political patronage was given
to those who violated the honour
of girls. The combined power of
the aware and progressive people
of Maharashtra will defeat both the
deceit and fraud of BJP,” Yadav
said.
The Kannauj Lok Sabha MP

also hoped that the impartial media
personnel of Maharashtra, en-
dowed with a sense of responsibil-
ity, will also play their traditional
glorious role of the fourth pillar of
democracy and will not only pre-
vent any kind of misleading BJP
propaganda from being broadcast,
propagated and published but will
also refute it out loud.
“The efforts of all such true

news-opinion channels, YouTube
channels and journalists are com-
mendable, who, despite not being
well-equipped, are constantly ex-
posing the ‘anti-Maharashtra poli-
tics of the BJP’ with their
indomitable courage,” he said.
“A joint and organised political

strategy will bring an end to the
‘Mahadukhi’ period of the BJP-led
‘Mahayuti’. Committed and deter-
mined to defeat the enemies of
Maharashtra and bring about posi-
tive change,” Yadav said.
Elections to the 288-member

Maharashtra assembly will be held
on November 20 and votes will be
counted on November 23. (PTI)

WAYANAD (KERALA), Oct 28:
Kicking off her second phase of
campaigning, Congress candidate
for the Wayanad by-election,
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, on Monday
launched a scathing attack on the
BJP-led Centre, alleging that the
values of the Constitution are con-
stantly being subverted under its
rule.
Addressing a corner meeting or-

ganised in Meenangadi in this hill
district, the AICC general secretary
referred to the violence in Manipur
and alleged that “planned” attacks
are taking place against minorities
in the country.
“You know the BJP government

at the Centre is spreading fear,
anger and distress among the com-
munity. You have seen the attack on
minorities. You have seen the at-
tacks in Manipur. You have seen
again and again anger, spread of ha-
tred and fear concerted in a planned
fashion,” she alleged.
Priyanka also alleged that policy

after policy is made to favour Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s friends
rather than the common people.
“There is no compassion towards

the farmers who are toiling day and
night. There is no understanding of
tribal people, their lands are taken

away for rich people,” she added.
Referring to her brother Rahul

Gandhi, who vacated the seat,
Priyanka said she knew what a
heavy heart he had on leaving
Wayanad. “I know you came here
because of the love towards my
brother also. He has a deep relation
with all of you, that you are his fam-
ily.”
“Today we are fighting a very big

battle and he is leading that battle.
And all of us are fighting for the
values on which the country was

built. We are fighting for the values
of our Constitution. Today we are
fighting for our democracy. Today
we are fighting for equality and
each one of you are important sol-
diers in this fight,” she said.
Priyanka further said she would

work as hard as she possibly could
if she were elected as a Member of
Parliament.
“I will stand by side with you. I

will fight for you. I will raise your
issues in Parliament. I will fight for
your issues to be resolved.”

The meeting at Meenangadi were
followed by a brief 150-metres long
roadshow.
Priyanka then proceeded to the

next meeting at Panamaram in
Mananthavady Assembly con-
stituency at 2.30 pm. She will con-
clude her day with another public
meeting in Pozhuthana in Kalpetta
at 4.30 pm. This is her second visit
to the constituency after submitting
her nomination on 22 October, fol-
lowed by a roadshow in Kalpetta
town, which was attended by her
brother Rahul Gandhi, mother
Sonia Gandhi, and Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge, along
with the grand old party’s state
leaders.
“The people of Wayanad have

stood with truth, justice and democ-
racy in the past and have worked to
strengthen the spirit of the Consti-
tution. The people of Wayanad will
continue to strengthen the Constitu-
tion and democracy and write a new
chapter of development and
progress. The zeal and enthusiasm
of the people is worth seeing. Today
I will interact with the people of
Wayanad,” Priyanka posted on her
‘X’ account earlier in the day.
Meanwhile, the Returning Offi-

cer accepted the nomination of the

Congress leader after completing
the scrutiny on Monday. She had
submitted four sets of nomination
papers.
The BJP had accused Priyanka

Gandhi of the “non-disclosure of
essential information” regarding her
and her husband Robert Vadra’s as-
sets in her affidavit to contest the
by-election.
Congress leaders, including

CWC member Ramesh Chen-
nithala, gave her a warm reception
at the Nilgiri College of Arts and
Science grounds upon her arrival by
helicopter at 11.50 am.
Amid tight security, she took the

time to greet party workers and stu-
dents before heading to Meenan-
gadi in the Sulthan Bathery
Assembly constituency by road for
her first meeting.
The by-election was necessitated

after Rahul Gandhi vacated the seat
following his victory in the Rai
Bareli constituency in the recent
parliamentary elections. The by-
election will be held on November
13. Priyanka is contesting against
the LDF’s veteran leader Sathyan
Mokeri, a former MLA, and the
BJP’s Navya Haridas, a two-time
councillor of the Kozhikode Corpo-
ration. (PTI)

‘No compassion towards the farmers who are toiling day and night’

CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJI-
NAGAR, Oct 28: Maharashtra
agriculture minister Dhananjay
Munde will have to effectively
counter the Maratha vote consoli-
dation in Parli assembly segment,
the hometown of late Gopinath
Munde which interestingly won’t
have a BJP nominee in the fray
after decades.
Elections to Maharashtra assem-

bly will be held on November 20
and votes will be counted three
days later.
Just four months ago, the

Maratha factor contributed to the
narrow defeat of BJP candidate
Pankaja Munde, cousin of
Dhananjay, from the Beed Lok
Sabha constituency which includes
the Parli constituency.
The Maratha quota sentiment re-

mains a strong factor to reckon
with in Parli, a rural constituency
dominated by issues like MSP for
soybean crops and unemployment.
Political observers feel Dhanan-

jay will have to ensure the support
of the OBC community to blunt
the resentment in Marathas against
the BJP-led government.
In a strategic move, Sharad

Pawar has fielded Rajesaheb Desh-
mukh as NCP (SP) nominee
against Dhananjay Munde, an Ajit
Pawar loyalist and NCP candidate.

Parli is the hometown of the late
Gopinath Munde, credited for ex-
panding BJP’s footprint in the
Marathwada region.
With BJP nominating Pankaja as

an MLC and Dhananjay already a
member of the NCP camp, the
Parli constituency won’t have a
BJP representative this time.
Pankaja Munde had scored two

victories in Parli in 2009 and 2014
polls. She missed a hat-trick in
2019 when Dhananjay Munde de-
feated her by 30,701 votes.
The brother and sister duo have

buried their differences over the
last five years.
NCP (SP) nominee Deshmukh

claimed Dhananjay had failed to
resolve farmers’ issues in Parli. He
alleged local people are living in
an atmosphere of fear and insecu-
rity.
Dhananjay, however, feels that

the intensity of the Maratha factor
has reduced over the months.
Speaking to PTI, he said the

caste politics witnessed in the Lok
Sabha elections was an aberration,
highlighting the victory of candi-
dates of various castes from the
Beed parliamentary constituency
in the past.
He acknowledged that Beed is

not unaffected by Maratha quota
agitation, without mentioning

reservation leader Manoj Jarange.
“My fight for Maratha reserva-

tion was not considered during
Lok Sabha polls. Reservation was
not the only issue. There are other
factors including a limited discon-
tent among farmers,” Dhananjay
said analysing the Lok Sabha poll
outcome.
“The intensity of the quota agi-

tation that existed in general elec-
tions has decreased,” he claimed.
Queried on whether Beed dis-

trict witnessed maximum suicides
by farmers, the minister listed var-
ious initiatives undertaken by the
agriculture ministry headed by

him.
“The government has paid the

insurance premium for farmers. I
have also demanded that the im-
port duty on soybean oil be raised.
The government has also started
centres for purchasing soybeans
from farmers,” he added.
Sharad Pawar-led NCP (SP) is

confident to maintain the momen-
tum it got in the recent general
elections. NCP (SP) candidate Ba-
jrang Sonawane had defeated
Pankaja from Beed by a thin mar-
gin of around 6,000 votes.
The consolidation of Maratha

votes in favour of Sonawane is ev-

ident as the BJP and the NCP (SP)
each had secured the lead from
three out of six assembly segments
under the Beed parliamentary seat.
Deshmukh said he would estab-

lish the rule of law if elected from
Parli.
He alleged local businessmen

are relocating as fake offences are
being registered.
When asked about Pankaja se-

curing a lead in votes from the
Parli assembly constituency, Desh-
mukh said Lok Sabha and assem-
bly elections are distinct.
“Factors like Pankaja Munde’s

work and sympathy for being
Gopinath Munde’s daughter bene-
fited her. On the contrary, Dhanan-
jay Munde had betrayed Gopinath
Munde. Dhananjay has done no
work. Farmers are awaiting pay-
ment of crop insurance for years,”
he claimed.
Parli resident Chetan Saundale

feels the Maratha quota issue
won’t affect the electoral outcome.
Being a guardian minister of

Beed district, Dhananjay Munde
has sanctioned an MIDC, a soy-
bean research centre and an agri-
culture college, though
implementation of these decisions
is awaited, Saundale said, rejecting
the opposition’s allegations that
Dhananjay is not accessible to

common people.
A journalist from Chhatrapati

Sambhajinagar, Bipin Deshpande,
originally from Parli, feels
Dhananjay may face a setback in
elections.
“NCP (SP) nominee Deshmukh

wields a clout in around 40 vil-
lages from the Ambajogai belt.
Being an MVA candidate, he can
secure significant votes in Parli
city,” he said.
Importantly, Deshmukh is con-

nected with the Maratha quota ag-
itation and visited its ground zero,
Antarwali Sarati village in Jalna
district, numerous times to express
solidarity with Jarange, Deshpande
added.
“Dhananjay Munde’s electoral

success depends on deft handling
of cadres of three constituents of
Maha Vikas Aghadi,” he said.
Ashwin Mogarkar, a resident of

Parli told PTI that BJP workers are
dejected as the saffron party has
not fielded a candidate- since the
seat was allocated to Mahayuti ally
NCP - after 44 years.
He said Parli will not be insu-

lated from the Maratha quota
protest and the “Jarange factor”.
“The Maratha issue and loyal

voters of BJP will play a key role
in deciding the next MLA of
Parli,” he added. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: The Con-
gress on Monday claimed that the
Tata-Airbus C-295 aircraft facility
inaugurated in Vadodara was ear-
lier supposed to be set up in Nagpur
and alleged that under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s instructions,
the Centre and the Mahayuti dis-
pensation have conspired to ensure
the “wholesale surrender” of Ma-
harashtra’s interests.
Congress general secretary in-

charge communications Jairam
Ramesh said the people of Maha-
rashtra will give a befitting reply to
the PM and his colleagues for their
betrayal of the state.
The opposition party’s attack

came after Prime Minister Modi
and his Spanish counterpart Pedro
Sanchez inaugurated the Tata Ad-
vanced System Limited (TASL)-
Airbus facility to manufacture
C-295 military aircraft in India.
The Tata-Airbus facility is the first
private sector final assembly line
for military aircraft in India.
“Today, the non-biological PM is

in Vadodara to launch the Tata-Air-
bus C-295 aircraft facility. This
exact same project was supposed to
be set up in Nagpur, but was shifted
to Gujarat in 2022 on the eve of the
assembly elections there,” Ramesh
said in his post on X.
One can only imagine the machi-

nations that went on behind the
scenes to ensure that Maharashtra
lost out on this key investment, he
said.
“This is not an exception. Under

the non-biological PM’s leadership
and instruction, the Union Govern-
ment and the Mahayuti government
have conspired to ensure the
wholesale surrender of Maharash-

tra’s interests in landing new proj-
ects or seeking Central support,”
Ramesh said.
Listing past instances, the Con-

gress leader said an International
Financial Services Center (IFSC)
has been set up only in GIFT City
in Gujarat.
“Dr. Manmohan Singh in 2006

had begun the effort to set it up in
Mumbai. Land in Bandra Kurla
Complex had already been set
aside for the IFSC. But that was
sabotaged costing Mumbai poten-
tially 2 lakh jobs,” he alleged.
“Mumbai and Surat have worked

together to develop India’s dia-
mond industry for decades, with
Surat handling cutting and polish-
ing, and Mumbai handling trading
and export. However, a new Bharat
Diamond Bourse was built in Surat.
It is another matter that this move
has failed entirely, with many dia-
mond merchants moving their op-
erations back to Mumbai,” Ramesh
said.
In addition to the Tata-Airbus

manufacturing plant, the now-
failed Vedanta-Foxconn chip fac-
tory was also diverted from
Maharashtra to Gujarat, Ramesh
said.
The Textile Commissionerate

Office, based in Mumbai for 80+
years, was suddenly shifted to
Delhi last year, for no clear reason
whatsoever, despite the fact that the
Mumbai metropolitan region
(MMR) remains a huge hub of tex-
tiles, he said.
Ramesh said the Dattopant

Thengadi National Board for
Workers Education and  Develop-
ment was also shifted from Nagpur
to Delhi in 2021. (PTI)

Cong seeks all-party meet to clarify on whether
census would include enumeration of castes

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: The Con-
gress on Monday sought an all-
party meeting to get clarity on
whether the next census would in-
clude a detailed enumeration of all
castes and whether the census will
be used for determining the
strength of each state in the Lok
Sabha.
Congress general secretary in-

charge communications Jairam
Ramesh said the extension of the
tenure of the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner has been no-
tified and it means that the long-de-
layed Census that was due in 2021
will finally be conducted soon.
“But there is still absolutely no

clarity on two crucial issues. Will
this new Census include a detailed
enumeration of ALL castes in the
country, in addition to that of

scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes that has been done in every
Census since 1951? According to
the Constitution of India, such a
Caste Census is the sole responsi-
bility of the Union Government,”
Ramesh said in a post on X.
“Will this Census be used for de-

termining the strength of each state
in the Lok Sabha as provided for in
Article 82 of the Constitution of
India (which says that the first Cen-
sus taken after the year 2026 and
the publication of its results will the
basis of any such reconstitution)?
Will this work to the disadvantage
of states that have been pioneers in
family planning?” the Congress
leader said.
It would be most appropriate if

an all-party meeting is held soon to
get clarity on these two vital issues,

Ramesh asserted.
The central deputation of

Mritunjay Kumar Narayan, cur-
rently serving as Registrar General
and Census Commissioner of India,
has been extended till August 2026,
paving the way for him to lead the
team to carry out the much-delayed
decadal census of India.
“The President is pleased to ex-

tend the central deputation tenure
of Shri Mritunjay Kumar Narayan,
IAS (UP:1995), Registrar General
and Census Commissioner of India,
Ministry of Home Affairs beyond
06.12.2024 for a period up to
04.08.2026 or until further orders
whichever is earlier. The Headquar-
ters of Shri Mritunjay Kumar
Narayan, IAS (UP:1995) will be
New Delhi,” according to an offi-
cial notification. (PTI)

Govt, Mahayuti dispensation conspired for 
‘wholesale surrender’ of Maha’s interests: Cong

MAHARASHTRA POLLS 

Consolidation of Maratha votes in favour of Sonawane evident

Bihar MP writes to Shah, 
claims to have been threatened

Cong-BJP candidates file nominations
for Kedarnath assembly bypoll 

DEHRADUN, Oct 28: Uttarak-
hand BJP Mahila Morcha president
Asha Nautiyal and Congress’
Manoj Rawat on Monday filed their
nominations for the November 20
bypoll to the Kedarnath Assembly
seat in the state.
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh

Dhami, former chief minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank and
Pauri MP Anil Baluni accompanied
Nautiyal to the returning officer’s
office in Ukhimath where she filed
her nomination in the afternoon.
The Kedarnath seat, which fell

vacant after the untimely death of
BJP MLA Shaila Rani Rawat in

July this year, is an assembly seg-
ment under the Pauri Lok Sabha
constituency held by Baluni.
Congress Rawat filed his nomi-

nation in the presence of state Con-
gress president Karan Mahara, his
predecessor Ganesh Godiyal and
many other party leaders.
Both Nautiyal and Rawat, whose

candidature was announced on Sun-
day for the bypoll to the seat, have
represented the seat in the state as-
sembly in the past.
Nautiyal won it in two successive

assembly polls in 2002 and 2007
whereas Rawat won it in 2017 as a
poll debutante defeating Shaila Rani

Rawat. However, he lost it to her in
2022. 
Both BJP and Congress look con-

fident about their victory from the
seat.
“Not only the people of Kedarnath

constituency but devotees from all
over the country and abroad have seen
the reconstruction work being carried
out in Kedarnath for the last 10 years
under the leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. People are getting
the benefits of a double engine gov-
ernment and I am confident that the
BJP will get their blessings once
again,” Nautiyal said soon after filing
her nominations. (PTI)

PATNA, Oct 28: Bihar MP Rajesh Ranjan alias Pappu Yadav has shot
off a letter to Union Home Minister Amit Shah, seeking enhanced secu-
rity in view of a “threatening call from the Lawrence Bishnoi gang”.
The Purnea MP shared with the media his two-page letter to Shah,

copies of which have been marked to the chief minister of Bihar and
other top officials in the state.
The letter, dated October 21, was made public on Monday when a sec-

tion of the media also played an audio clip of the call from a purported
aide of Bishnoi “made from a Dubai number”.
Besides seeking upgradation of his ‘Y’ security cover to ‘Z’, Yadav

also demanded “police escort” at all functions he attends across Bihar,
warning “if I get murdered, the blame shall fall upon the Centre as well
as the state government”.
Meanwhile, Purnea SP Kartikeya Sharma said, “We have come to

know about the MP’s charge through the media. We are looking into it,
and also ensuring that arrangements are made for his safety in accor-
dance with his ‘Y plus’ security cover”. (PTI)

BJP releases third list;
two Congress turncoats
MUMBAI, Oct 28: The BJP on
Monday released its third list of 25
candidates for the Maharashtra as-
sembly polls, giving tickets to two
Congress turncoats and the personal
assistant of Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis.
The BJP, so far, has announced

candidates for 146 seats. Polls to the
288-member Maharashtra assembly
will take place on November 20,
while results will be declared on
November 23.
Jitesh Antapurkar, who won a by-

poll in 2021 on a Congress ticket
and is considered close to former
chief minister Ashok Chavan, has
been nominated from Deglur. Cha-
van had left the Congress recently
and joined the BJP, which made
him a Rajya Sabha MP.
Archana Patil-Chakurkar, daugh-

ter-in-law of Congress veteran and
former Lok Sabha Speaker Shivraj
Patil, has been fielded from Latur
City seat. She had joined the BJP
from the Congress in March this
year. Sumit Wankhede, who has
served as Fadnavis’s personal assis-
tant for several years, will be the
BJP’s candidate from Arvi assem-
bly constituency.
Incidentally, the BJP had given

Fadnavis’ former PA Abhimanyu
Pawar a ticket from Ausa in 2019.
Pawar had won at the time. Later,
Shreekant Bharatiya was made an
MLC by the party.
Borivali BJP MLA Sunil Rane

has been replaced with Sanjay
Upadhyay, while MLC Praveen
Datke has been fielded from Nag-
pur Central seat. (PTI)

Page 8 Oct 29_Normal Pages  10/28/2024  7:00 PM  Page 1



TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2024 NATION           THE HILLS TIMES 9

Modi, Sanchez launch Tata-Airbus factory to
make India’s first privately built military aircraft Viral CCTV footage shows passengers in

mad scramble to board express train

India remains highly dependent on 
imports of critical minerals, says report

BANDRA STATION STAMPEDE

1 terrorist killed
in Jammu

JAMMU, Oct 28: One terrorist
was killed on Monday as special
forces were mobilised to neu-
tralise a group of recently infil-
trated ultras who attacked an
army convoy in a village in the
Akhnoor sector near here, offi-
cials said.
“The body of one terrorist

along with weapon has been re-
covered. Operations are under
progress,” the Army’s Jammu-
based White knight Corps said in
an update on the  ongoing opera-
tion.
The action came after the ter-

rorists, believed to be three in
number, opened fire on an army
convoy -- a forces’ ambulance
part of it suffering the maximum
damage -- around 630 am, the of-
ficials said.
They fled towards the nearby

forest area in the face of retalia-
tion by the troops.
The terrorists were later lo-

cated inside a basement.
The Army’s special forces

and the National Security
Guards (NSG) were mobilised,
leading to deafening explosions
and intense gunfire around 2.45
pm, the officials said, adding a
helicopter was also seen hover-
ing for surveillance. (PTI)

MUMBAI, Oct 28: A CCTV
footage has surfaced on social
media showing passengers crowd-
ing and jostling to board an unre-
served express train at Bandra
Terminus, which led to a stampede
that left ten persons injured.
The footage, purportedly from a

CCTV camera on the north end of
platform no. 1 at Bandra Terminus,
shows the chaos that ensued when
the 22-coach unreserved Bandra-
Gorakhpur Antyodaya Express ar-
rived from the railway yard around
2.44 am on Sunday. As a large
number of passengers attempted to
board the unreserved train, some
lost their footing and fell, causing a
stampede that left several injured.
However, the CCTV footage,

which has gone viral on social
media, does not show the stam-
pede, as it may have taken place on
the other end of the platform.
The WR is operating more than

130 festival special trains for vari-
ous destinations, especially Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, for the upcom-
ing Diwali and Chhath festivals.
While the Brihanmumbai Mu-

nicipal Corporation’s disaster man-
agement cell said ten passengers
were injured in the incident in the
early hours of Sunday, the Western

Railway’s official statement
claimed only two were hurt.
In the footage, passengers with

bags and belongings on their heads
and shoulders are seen crowding
around the train’s doors. Some
even carrying small drums blocked
the entrance, with barely anyone
getting to board the train.
It also shows passengers trying

to board the train before it comes to
a complete halt, while some are
seen attempting to enter through an
emergency exit window.
In the footage from the CCTV

camera, which covered only a cou-
ple of coaches, one RPF personnel
is seen trying to deal with the
crowd near the second coach from
the engine, but a few more person-
nel later arrived, pushing through
the crowd to help him.
In the viral footage, no one man-

aged to enter the packed train.
Multiple videos of the incident

circulated on social media on Sun-
day, one of which showed an in-
jured passenger lying in a pool of
blood on the platform as others
continued boarding. Another
footage showed RPF personnel
rushing injured passengers to the
hospital with the help of others on
the platform. (PTI)

VADODARA, Oct 28: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Span-
ish PM Pedro Sanchez on Monday
inaugurated the Tata Aircraft Com-
plex in Vadodara, India’s first pri-
vate facility to build military
planes, where C295 aircraft will be
produced.
Noting that the partnership be-

tween India and Spain is finding a
new direction, Modi said the proj-
ect would not only strengthen the
relations between the two nations
but also give momentum to the
mission of ‘Make in India, Make
for the World’.
Modi conveyed his best wishes

to the team of Airbus and Tata, and
also paid tributes to late Ratan
Tata.
The Airbus C295 is a medium

tactical transport aircraft that was
designed and initially manufac-
tured by the Spanish aerospace
company CASA, which is now a
part of the European multinational
Airbus Defence and Space divi-
sion. The C295 can also be used
for medical evacuations, disaster
response, and maritime patrol du-
ties.
Modi and Sanchez took a walk-

through of the exhibition show-
cased on the occasion of the

facility launch.
The C295 aircraft factory is a re-

flection of the new work culture of
New India, Modi said, adding
India’s speed from idea to the exe-
cution of any project can be wit-
nessed at the factory, whose
foundation stone was laid in Octo-
ber 2022.
Emphasizing the focus on elim-

inating unaccounted delays in the
planning and execution of projects,
Modi recalled the setting up of
Bombardier train coach manufac-
turing facility in Vadodara as the
chief minister of Gujarat.

Metro coaches made in that fac-
tory are being exported, Modi said,
and expressed confidence that the
aircraft made in the facility inau-
gurated on Monday would also be
exported.
Quoting the famous Spanish

poet, Antonio Machado, Modi
said, “As we start treading towards
the goal, the path towards the goal
is created automatically. “
Noting that India’s defence

manufacturing ecosystem is scal-
ing new peaks, Modi said that if
concrete steps were not taken 10
years ago then it would have been

impossible to reach this destina-
tion.
A decade ago, the priority and

identity of defence manufacturing
was about import and none could
imagine that defence manufactur-
ing could take place on such a
large scale in India, Modi said.
“Our government decided to

walk on a new path and set new
goals for India, whose results are
evident today,” he said.
The transformation of India’s

defence sector exemplifies how a
right plan and partnership can turn
possibilities into prosperity, Modi
said. Stressing on skilling and job
creation, Modi said projects like
the Tata-Airbus factory will create
thousands of jobs. He said the fac-
tory will support indigenous man-
ufacturing of 18,000 aircraft parts,
providing immense opportunities
for MSMEs across India.
India is among the largest sup-

pliers of parts for the world’s
major aircraft companies, Modi
said, adding the new aircraft fac-
tory will give a big boost to new
skills and new industries in India.
Highlighting the “unprece-

dented growth and transformation”
of India’s aviation sector in the last
decade, Modi said the government

was providing air connectivity to
hundreds of small cities in the
country, while simultaneously
working to make India a hub of
aviation and MRO domain.
He said this ecosystem will pave

the way for the Made in India civil
aircraft in the future. Noting that
various Indian airlines have or-
dered 1200 new aircraft, Modi said
the newly inaugurated factory will
play a major role from designing to
manufacturing civil aircraft to
meet the needs of India and the
world.
Modi also mentioned Father

Carlos Valles, a Spanish-Indian Je-
suit priest and author, who lived in
India for five decades and authored
various books on mathematics in
Gujarati.
Father Valles had enriched the

culture with his thoughts and writ-
ings, Modi said, adding the Indian
government had honoured him
with Padma Shri award for his
contribution.
Under the C295 programme, 56

aircraft are to be delivered out of
which 16 are being delivered di-
rectly by Airbus from Spain and
remaining 40 are to be made in
India by Tata Advanced Systems
Ltd, an official release said. (PTI)

INDORE (MP), Oct 28: The row over
the renaming of 200-year-old Residency
Kothi in Madhya Pradesh’s Indore took
a new turn on Monday as descendants of
Saadat Khan, a martyr of the 1857
mutiny, sought that the historic structure
be named after him.
Khan, leading local revolutionaries,

attacked Residency Kothi. The British
later executed him in the historic build-
ing, and his memorial was also built
there. The Mayor in Council (MIC),
chaired by Mayor Pushyamitra Bhar-
gava on October 18, decided that Resi-
dency Kothi would be renamed Shivaji
Kothi, officials said.
After that, “Punyashlok”, a social or-

ganisation, sought the structure be
named after Devi Ahilyabai, the ruler of

the erstwhile Holkar dynasty of Indore.
According to officials, members of

the organisation also put a banner, “Devi
Ahilya Bai Kothi”, outside the main gate
of this building on October 21.
Talking to PTI on Monday, Saadat

Khan’s descendant, Rizwan Khan, said,
“We fully honour Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj and Devi Ahilyabai, but when-
ever one speaks about Residency Kothi,
Saadat Khan’s martyrdom is also men-
tioned.”
“Hence, we want the building to be

named after Saadat Khan,” he added.
He recalled that his family and de-

scendants of other revolutionaries have
been demanding the renaming for years.
Shaheen Awais Bahadur, a member of

the erstwhile royal family of Banda in
Uttar Pradesh, said one of her ancestors
helped in Saadat Khan’s burial.

Bahadur, president of the women’s
committee of “Hindavi Swarajya Ma-

hasangh”, said, “We want at least one
public place in Indore to be named after
Saadat Khan for the coming generations
to remember him.”
Mayor Bhargava said, “The British

ran their affairs from the Residency
Kothi. To erase the bolt of slavery, we
have named it Shivaji Kothi so that peo-
ple draw inspiration from courage and
valour.”
Asked about the demand to name the

building after Saadat Khan, he said,
“Khan’s memorial is already there. If
there is a need to name a place in the city
after him, we will do it. We are deter-
mined to take the message of every mar-
tyr of the freedom struggle to the
coming generations.’
Historian Zafar Ansari said the East

India Company started the construction
of Residency Kothi in 1820, and British
officers ran the princely states of entire
central India from there.
‘Revolutionary Saadat Khan, with

armed rebels, attacked Residency Kothi
on July 1, 1857, demolished its entrance
and took control of the building. The
revolutionaries took down the flag of the
East India Company from the structure
and replaced it with the flag of the then
Holkar princely state,’ he said.
Ansari said Saadat Khan was arrested

in 1874 from the then Rajputana (pre-
sent-day Rajasthan). He was tried by the
British and sentenced to death.
He was hanged from a tree in the Res-

idency Kothi complex on October 1,
1874, he said. (PTI)

Heirs of 1857 martyr demand renaming of Indore’s Residency Kothi 

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: India re-
mains highly dependent on imports
for minerals critical to accelerating
its energy transition, with a full re-
liance on shipping in lithium,
cobalt and nickel, according to a re-
port released Monday.
The report, published by the In-

stitute for Energy Economics and
Financial Analysis (IEEFA), said
that India’s demand for critical
minerals is expected to more than
double by 2030, while domestic
mining operations may take over a
decade to start producing.
It stresses that India needs a

carefully crafted import strategy to
mitigate potential trade risks while
balancing international relation-
ships to secure these essential min-
erals.
IEEFA’s report examines five

critical minerals (and their com-
pounds) – cobalt, copper, graphite,
lithium and nickel – from the per-
spectives of import dependency,
trade dynamics, domestic availabil-
ity, and global price fluctuations.
The findings show that India re-

mains largely import-dependent for

these minerals and their com-
pounds, with 100 per cent import
reliance for minerals like lithium,
cobalt, and nickel.
“India should strive to de-risk its

critical minerals sourcing by iden-
tifying new international resources
and expediting domestic produc-
tion. A concerted effort to partner
with and foster bilateral relations
with mineral-rich nations should be
a priority for India,” said the re-
port’s co-author Charith Konda,
Energy Specialist, IEEFA.
“The country can also explore

investment opportunities in re-
source-rich, friendly nations, such
as Australia and Chile, as well as
African countries like Ghana and
South Africa,” he added.
The report said India depends

heavily on China for synthetic
graphite and natural graphite and it
should explore cooperation initia-
tives with countries like Mozam-
bique, Madagascar, Brazil and
Tanzania which are some of the
highest graphite producing coun-
tries.
“As part of the Global South co-

operation initiatives, these coun-
tries could be favourable partners
for India for graphite trading,” said
the report’s co-author Kaira
Rakheja, Energy Analyst, IEEFA.
India is also highly import-de-

pendent for copper cathodes and
nickel sulphates from just two
countries – Japan and Belgium.
The report suggests India could
look at the US, the fifth largest pro-
ducer of copper in the world, to di-
versify its suppliers and enhance
supply security.
For minerals like lithium oxide

and nickel oxide, the dependency is
low on one country, but overall im-
ports largely come from Russia and
China, both countries with poten-
tial trade risks.
“Developing domestic lithium

refining capacity will help India in-
tegrate with the global lithium sup-
ply chain,” said Rakheja.
The report also notes the signifi-

cant efforts that the Indian govern-
ment is making to improve
domestic production of critical
minerals with the auctions by the
Ministry of Mines and the planned

Critical Minerals Mission.
“The critical minerals mining

block auctions can serve as an op-
portunity for India to focus on
building refining and processing
capabilities to emerge as a global
value-adding hub,” said Rakheja.
“Government support in the

form of viability gap funding and
technology development will help
promote such auctions and ulti-
mately the domestic production of
critical minerals. “A stable supply
of critical minerals is imperative
for India to achieve its renewable
energy goals,” Konda said.
India has committed to achiev-

ing 500 gigawatts (GW) of non-
fossil fuel-based electricity
installed capacity by 2030. Cur-
rently, the country’s renewable en-
ergy installed capacity stands at
201 GW, with solar energy ac-
counting for 91 GW.
According to another study, the

fast-developing South Asian nation
needs to install around 7,000 GW
of renewable energy capacity to
achieve net-zero emissions by
2070. (PTI)

PANAJI, Oct 28: The Goa
Shipyard Limited (GSL) on
Monday launched two indige-
nous fast patrol vessels built
for the Indian Coast Guard for
protecting offshore assets, is-
land territories and conducting
surveillance operations.
The vessels - Adamya and

Akshar - were launched cere-
moniously by Indian Coast
Guard Director General (DG)
Paramesh Sivamani’s wife
Priya Paramesh, amid chants
of verses from the Atharva
Veda.
These state-of-the-art FPVs

are designed in-house by GSL
to meet the Coast Guard’s spe-
cific operational needs, a re-
lease said.
With a length of 52 metres,

breadth of 8 metres, and dis-
placement of 320 tonnes, these
vessels are optimised for pro-
tecting offshore assets, island
territories, and conducting sur-
veillance operations, it said.
The GSL is constructing a

fleet of eight fast patrol vessels
(FPVs) for the Indian Coast
Guard, underscoring the ship-
yard’s pivotal role in realising
the vision of ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ in defence production.

Addressing the gathering,
DG Paramesh Sivamani
lauded the enduring collabora-
tion between the Indian Coast
Guard and GSL, which has
faced and overcome chal-
lenges ranging from the
Covid-19 pandemic to geopo-
litical disruptions.
“This launch epitomises the

resilience and ingenuity of
GSL, achieved in close collab-
oration with Indian industry,”
he said.
The indigenous content of

these vessels is a proud reflec-
tion of the ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ initiative, he added.
GSL Chairman and Manag-

ing Director Brajesh Kumar
Upadhyay highlighted the
shipyard’s impressive growth
trajectory, which has seen a
100 per cent increase in gross
revenue, crossing the `
2,000 crore threshold.

“GSL has consistently out-
performed its past achieve-
ments, embracing cutting-edge
technologies and transforma-
tive policies to become one of
India’s foremost shipbuilders
with indigenous capabilities,”
he said.
Upadhyay attributed GSL’s

success to its steadfast com-
mitment to innovation, mod-
ernisation and dynamic
partnership with the Indian
Coast Guard, which has con-
tinually strengthened opera-
tional readiness for national
security.
The keel for both Adamya

and Akshar FPVs was laid by
Defence Secretary Giridhar
Aramane on August 25, 2023.
For the first time in GSL’s

history, two vessels were
launched simultaneously using
the shipyard’s state-of-the-art
ship-lift system, a transforma-
tive feat that underscores its
modernisation efforts, the re-
lease said.
Coast Guard Inspector

General H K Sharma, vari-
ous key stakeholders from
the defence and maritime
communities were present on
the occasion. (PTI)

GSL launches two indigenous fast
patrol vessels for Coast Guard

JAIPUR, Oct 28: Setting the syn-
cretic way for a Diwali of goodwill
and harmony, Muslim poets in
Bikaner recite an Urdu version of
the Ramayana to begin the count-
down to the festival of lights.
The Urdu Ramayan Vaachan,

composed 89 years ago, has been a
unique event in the Bikaner calen-
dar for 12 years. And so it was on
Sunday as well when Hindus and
Muslims gathered for an Urdu ren-
dition of the Hindu epic.
Dr Ziya Ul Hasan Quadri who

was among the poets who took part
in the recitation said that the objec-
tive of the event is to give a positive
message of harmony and brother-
hood. Quadri said the couplets
vividly describe scenes from Ra-
mayan like Lord Ram’s exile, vic-
tory against Ravan and his return to
Ayodhya, capturing the emotions
depicted in the epic which is greatly
appreciated by audiences in the city.
“Paryatan Lekhak Sangh” and

“Mehfil-e-Adab” jointly organise
the event ‘Urdu Ramayan Vaachan’
every year in Bikaner since 2012.
Maulvi Badshah Hussain Rana

Lakhnavi of Bikaner composed the
poetic version of Ramayana in
Urdu language in 1935 for a com-

petition organised by the Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) on the
birth anniversary of Tulsidas.
It won the gold medal following

which the erstwhile ruler of
Bikaner, Maharaja Ganga Singh,
organised a ceremony to listen to
Rana Lakhnavi’s version.
Tej Bahadur Sapru presented the

gold medal to Rana Lakhnavi on
behalf of the BHU in this pro-
gramme. Quadri said he first
learned about the Urdu version of
the epic in 1996. In the following
years, the idea to hold the event
began to take shape. The poets, who
take part in the recitation in Ra-
jasthan’s Bikaner before Diwali,
now want to take the practice at the
national level and plan to organise
the recitation programme in the na-
tional capital next year.
“Things have drastically changed

from the time when it was com-
posed. Today, communal harmony
is under threat. Lord Rama is
revered by all and belongs to all, but
today he has been limited which is
disappointing,” Quadri said.
He said that Muslim poets recite

the Urdu Ramayan and the audi-
ence comprises of both Hindus and
Muslims. (PTI)

Diwali celebrations: Muslim poets
recite Urdu version of Ramayana

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: YouTuber Felix Jerald on Monday
moved the Delhi High Court alleging violation of his human
rights by the Tamil Nadu police, which reportedly detained
him illegally.
Following his plea, Justice Manoj Kumar Ohri granted him

time to file additional documents in support of his contention.
Jerald was allegedly arrested for hosting an “objectionable”

interview of another YouTuber Savukku Shankar on his
YouTube channel. The interview purportedly contains objec-
tionable remarks against the Madras High Court and the
women police officers of the Tamil Nadu police.
The high court listed the matter on December 16.
Jerald, a journalist, claimed he was illegally detained for

two days by the Tamil Nadu police officials and his where-
abouts were not disclosed to his family members or friends
with an “ill motive”. He alleged non-compliance of provisions
of the Code of Criminal Procedure during his arrest in viola-
tion of his fundamental rights. The plea, filed by advocates
Surya Prakash and Avinash Kumar, sought a direction to state
of Tamil Nadu and several police officials to pay ` 1 crore
compensation for the pain, suffering, humiliation and loss of
reputation caused to the petitioner.
The plea said Jerald, owner of “RedPix 24×7” YouTube

channel interviewed a critic and journalist Savukku Shankar
on April 30, highlighting the alleged targeting of Savukku
Media, the latter’s news outlet, by the Tamil Nadu ruling dis-
pensation. Following the interview, Shankar was arrested by
the Coimbatore police for his allegations against the women
police personnel on May 4.
Jerald’s channel was also made as accused in the FIR, it

said. According to the plea, Jerald had an appointment with
the Press Council of India chairperson on May 11 and he had
planned to extend his stay in Delhi for two more days.
However, at around 11 pm on May 10, he was “unexpect-

edly abducted by unknown persons claiming to be from the
police department of Tamil Nadu”, the plea stated.
“It is learnt that they were the police personnel from Trichy

Rural District, Tamil Nadu, and secured the petitioner in con-
nection with a case of Trichy Cyber Crime Police Station,
which was one of subsequently registered FIR for the same
interview of April 30,” it alleged.
Jerald was stated to have not been made aware of the sub-

sequent FIR, his implication and not been served with a prior
notice under Section 41A of the Code of Criminal Procedure
to appear before the investigation agency.
Further, it was alleged the petitioner was neither provided

with a copy of the FIR nor informed of the grounds of his ar-
rest. The police was accused of not informing his family about
their action and not producing him before the court concerned
in Delhi to carry out the transit process or before a local court
in Trichy within 24 hours after his arrest.
The plea claimed after keeping his whereabouts undisclosed

for 66 hours, Jerald was produced before a Tiruchirappalli
court on May 13 at around 5 pm and remanded to 15 days po-
lice custody. On July 31, the Madras High Court granted him
bail with a directive to shut down his YouTube channel.
The Supreme Court, however, stayed the Madras High

Court order. Before the Delhi High Court Jerald has alleged
facing “gross human rights violations” at the hands of the
Tamil Nadu police. (PTI)

YouTuber moves Delhi HC alleging law abuse by TN police
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NEW DELHI, Oct 28: "Dream big" was Diljit
Dosanjh's message for fans, both young and old, who
were among those lucky enough to get the tickets to see
the popular Punjabi star live at the second show of his
"Dil-Luminati India Tour" in New Delhi on Sunday.
The singer regaled an approximately 40,000-strong

crowd at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in a two-hour
set, which saw his perform songs, including "5 Taara",
"Do You Know", "GOAT", "Proper Patola", "Hass
Hass", "Lemonade", "Kinni Kinni", "Naina", "Ikk
Kudi", "Clash", "Lover", "Khutti", and "Patiala Peg".
The highly-anticipated concert, his second consecu-

tive one in the national capital, began at 7.44 pm with
the singer appearing on the stage in a white dhoti-kurta,
turban and Aviator shades.
He started the show with the chartbuster "Born to

Shine". "I want you all to dream big. Please dream as
big as possible. We were born to fulfil our dreams.
Dream big guys. If I can do it, you can too.
"I haven't studied much but if I can make people

speak in Punjabi then you can do anything," Diljit said
to the packed stadium after his first act for the day
ended. The "Dil-Luminati India Tour" is produced by
Saregama Live and Ripple Effect Studio, with Zomato
Live as ticketing partner.
During the performance of one of his songs titled

"GOAT", Diljit called upon the stage a family dressed

like him.
"Aa jao bachchon," the singer said.
"We wanted to do a third show in Delhi but we didn't

get permission," he later added, thanking the Delhi Po-
lice for the security arrangements.
The 40-year-old also shared a message of

harmony with fans.
"Be it white, Black, Hindu, Muslim,

Sikh, Christian, we are all the same.
Wherever I go, I want to carry this
teaching with me," he said.
Fans, ranging from school-going

children to those in their 70s, came
from as far as Dwarka and Gurugram
to witness the magic of Diljit unfold
on stage.
When the second half

began a little after 9
pm, the singer
turned up on the stage in an
all-black western outfit.
Vikram Mehra, Managing

Director of Saregama India
Ltd, said working with
Diljit for the past three
years, from international
shows to this grand na-

tional tour, has been an extraordinary experience.
"The performance in Delhi was nothing short of spec-

tacular, showcasing the magic of Diljit Dosanjh. He is
truly raising the bar for live concerts in India and setting
a new standard for artists everywhere. Witnessing the
fans' excitement and energy reaffirmed Saregama's

commitment to creating unforgettable experi-
ences," Mehra said in a statement.

Towards the end of the concert, Diljit
shared why "Punjabi aa gae oye!" was his
go-to catchphrase, before he broke into
"Main Hoon Punjab" from his film

"Amar Singh Chamkila".
"Our country
has many
languages
and I re-
spect
them all.
Whether
you speak

Gujarati,
Marathi, Kan-

nada, or Hindi, I re-
spect all of you. But
since my mother spoke
Punjabi, I also speak

Punjabi. And that's why I say, 'Punjabi aa gaye Dilli
oye!'" said the singer while draped in the national flag.
Though it was the second concert of his India tour, the

excitement of the ticket holders was palpable right from
the afternoon.
At the Central Secretariat Metro station, a 17-year-old

was relieved to find out that she was about to catch the
train to the right stop, the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium.
The fan, who is preparing for the medical entrance

exam NEET-UG, was both nervous and excited to at-
tend her first ever concert.
"I have been a Diljit fan since I was a little girl. He's

doing such great things that all the hype is worth it. He's
doing the country proud," she told PTI.
When the entry gates opened at around 5 pm, it was a

sight to behold as several groups of friends started
spilling into the stadium wearing matching T-shirts with
one-liners like "Born to Shine", "Dil-Luminati Tour 24",
and "Punjabi Aa Gaye Oye".
And then there were those, including children, who

dressed up like their favourite star by opting for a
dhoti-kurta, turban, and a face mask with a pair of
Aviators.
Five-year-old Anhadpreet Singh, sitting in his father's

lap, hoped to sing the song "Naina" from the hit film
"Crew" in front of Diljit in case the singer called him on
stage. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: Bollywood superstar Salman Khan on
Sunday announced that he is set to perform at the "Da-bangg The
Tour - Reloaded" in Dubai on December 7.
Besides Salman, Sonakshi Sinha, Jacqueline Fernandez, Disha

Patani, Tamannaah Bhatia, Prabhu Deva, Maniesh Paul, Sunil
Grover, and Aastha Gill will also perform at the event.
The actor, who is currently shooting for his upcoming film

"Sikandar", shared the announcement on his official X page.
"DUBAI get ready for DA-BANGG THE TOUR - RE-

LOADED on 7th December 2024 #SonakshiSinha
@Asli_Jacqueline @DishPatani @tamannaahspeaks @PDdanc-
ing @ManishPaul03 @WhoSunilGrover @GillAastha
@patel_jordy @theJAEvents @SohailKhan #AdilJagmagia #So-
hailKhanEntertainment," Khan wrote on the microblogging site.
According to the poster shared by the actor, the event is billed

as "4+ hours of non-stop dance, music, fun, laughter & party." It
will be held at the Dubai Harbour.
The announcement comes days after the Mumbai Police ar-

rested a man from Jamshedpur in relation to a threat message to
Khan. A threat message demanding Rs 5 crore from the actor was
received on the Mumbai Traffic Police's WhatsApp helpline last
week, prompting the police to register a case and launch an inves-
tigation.
Khan earlier received death threats from the Lawrence Bishnoi

gang. Suspected members of the gang had opened fire outside the
actor's Bandra home in April. A few months ago, the Navi Mum-
bai police uncovered a plot by the Bishnoi gang to kill Khan,
leading to security enhancement for the actor.
NCP leader Baba Siddique, who was gunned down on October

12, may have been targeted by Bishnoi because of his proxim-
ity to Khan, according to police.
The actor currently serves as the host on the reality TV

series "Bigg Boss 18". (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: "Karan Arjun", a popular 1990s
reincarnation drama starring Salman Khan and Shah
Rukh Khan, is set to be re-released in theatres ahead of
its 30th anniversary.
The Hindi film, which was originally released on Jan-
uary 13, 1995, will once again hit the screens on No-
vember 22.
"Karan Arjun" also starred Raakhee, Mamta

Kulkarni, Kajol, and Amrish Puri.
Director Rakesh Roshan, who also produced the

film, made the announcement on his X page.
"Karan Arjun aa rahe hai! Witness the reincarna-

tion across the globe in cinema halls from November
22nd 2024. #RajeshRoshan @BeingSalmanKhan
@iamsrk @itsKajolD #MamtaKulkarni #Rakhee
#AmrishPuri @tipsofficial @PenMovies #30year-
sOfKaranArjun," the filmmaker wrote alongside the
trailer of "Karan Arjun".
"Karan Arjun" revolves around the titular brothers

(Salman and Shah Rukh), who are reincarnated years later
to avenge their father's murder at the hands of their prop-
erty-hungry uncle (Puri).
At the time, the film emerged as a blockbuster at the box
office collecting a reported earnings of Rs 43 crore.

Johnny Lever, Arjun, Jack Gaud, Ranjeet
and Aasif Sheikh also rounded out its cast.
(PTI) 

LOS ANGELES, Oct 28:Actor Hunter Parrish, best
known for his work in "Weeds" and "It's Complicated",
will star in a recurring role in the Prime Video series
"Scarpetta". The actor joins previously announced cast
members Nicole Kidman and Jamie Lee Curtis, reported
Variety. An adaptation of Patricia Cornwell's Kay Scar-
petta novels, "Scarpetta" is an upcoming mystery thriller
series from Blumhouse Television.
According to the logline, the show "follows Kay Scar-

petta (Kidman), the chief medical examiner, as she re-
turns to Virginia and resumes her former position with
complex relationships, both personal and professional –
including her sister Dorothy (Curtis), with plenty of
grudges and secrets to uncover."
Parrish will recur as the younger version of Benton

Wesley, presumably in flashbacks. Benton is an FBI pro-
filer who strikes up a romance with Kay in the books.
Also part of the cast are Ariana DeBose, Bobby Can-

navale, Simon Baker, Rosy McEwen and Jake Can-
navale. Prime Video has already handed out a
two-season order to the series, which hails from Blum-
house and Amazon MGM Studios.
Liz Sarnoff, known for "Alcatraz" and "Lost", will

serve as writer, executive producer, and showrunner on
"Scarpetta". The series is executive produced by Kidman
for Blossom Films and Curtis for Comet Pictures. Corn-
well is also an executive producer for P & S Projects
alongside Jason Blum, Jeremy Gold, Chris Dickie, and
Chris McCumber for Blumhouse Television and Per
Saari for Blossom Films. "Halloween" franchise director
David Gordon Green and Amy Sayres also serve as ex-
ecutive producers. (PTI)

Hunter Parrish
to star in 
mystery
thriller series
‘Scarpetta’

LOS ANGELES, Oct 28: "Juno" star
Michael Cera and Emilia Jones of
"CODA" fame have boarded the cast of
filmmaker Edgar Wright's remake of
"The Running Man".
According to The Hollywood Re-

porter, the film is based on the novel by
Stephen King. It is fronted by "Twisters"
star Glen Powell.
The novel follows the story of a des-

perate man named Ben Richards who
joins the most popular show called The
Running Man to arrange money for the
treatment of his sick daughter. The show
involves teams of killers hunting down
contestants. "The longer a contestant sur-
vives, the more money that person makes.
But as the game show's producers and
killers will find out, this desperate man will
break all the rules and expose the show's dark
secrets," read the official synopsis.
In the film, Jones will play a privileged woman

blind to the oppression of the government opposite
Powell's Richards, whereas Cera will essay the role
of a naive rebel who tries to help the desperate man.
Previously, Hollywood veteran Arnold

Schwarzenegger starred as the lead in the 1987 sci-
fi action film of the same name. (PTI)

MICHAEL CERA,
EMILIA JONES

JOIN GLEN 
POWELL 
IN ‘THE

RUNNING
MAN’

SALMAN KHAN TO PERFORM
AT ‘DA-BANGG THE TOUR - 
RELOADED’ IN DUBAI

DILJIT SETS STAGE ON FIRE AT 2ND DELHI
SHOW, ASKS AUDIENCE TO DREAM BIG

Rakesh Roshan to 
re-release ‘Karan Arjun’ ahead 

of film’s 30th anniversary

DIL-LUMINATI INDIA TOUR
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AHMEDABAD, Oct 28: India
will be hoping to resolve their
batting brittleness in their quest
to win the third and final
women's ODI and seal the series
against New Zealand here on
Tuesday. 
It was clear from the first

match, which the hosts won by
59 runs through a fine effort by
the bowlers, that India's batting
is not in top shape, and the sec-
ond one-dayer underscored that
reality. 
India's batting went a notch

down on Friday as they were
bundled out for 183 while chas-
ing 260. 
It was a tough target indeed,

but not improbable in nature as
Indian batters succumbed to
spot-on White Ferns bowlers
and to their own indiscretions. 
It required a record ninth-

wicket stand of 70 runs between
Radha Yadav and Saima Thakor
to add a touch of respectability
to India's run chase. 
Even the overall picture is not

a rosy one, as Indian batters are
yet to score an individual fifty
across two matches. 
Radha's 48 in the second ODI

is the highest individual score
from India's side during this se-
ries, and the home team will re-
quire a drastic turnaround in the
final match. 
For that, India's power troika

upfront -- openers Smriti Mand-
hana, Shafali Verma and skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur -- will have
to fire in unison. 
It can have a ripple effect in a

strong-on-paper middle-order
consisting of Jemimah Ro-
drigues, Deepti Sharma and
Tejal Hasabnis. 
Mandhana's form continues to

be a bit of concern as she hardly
looked a pale shadow of her
customary gracefully dominant
batter. 
She is yet to reach two-figure

score against New Zealand, and
a series decider could be a per-
fect occasion for her to rewrite
the script. 
On the other hand, Indian

bowlers continued their good ef-
fort despite conceding 259 in
the previous match. 
At one stage, the visitors were

87 for no loss in 14 overs and
139 for 3 in 30 overs, but the In-
dian bowlers did well to rein
them back and limit to a total
less than 280-290 that at one
stage looked achievable. 
The left-arm spinner Radha

has once again been impressive
with a four-wicket haul to go
with the three wickets she
plucked in the first game. 
She will need to be at her best

once more to keep the free-
flowing New Zealand batters in

check. 
New Zealand have also been

bolstered by the presence of vet-
eran pacer Lea Tahuhu who re-
placed injured Moly Penfold in
the eleven and immediately im-
pressed with a three-wicket
haul. 
The Teams (from): 
India: Harmanpreet Kaur (C),

Smriti Mandhana, Jemimah Ro-
drigues, Shafali Verma, Deepti
Sharma, Richa Ghosh (WK),
Pooja Vastrakar, Renuka Thakur

Singh, Radha Yadav, Meghna
Singh, Devika Vaidya, Amanjot
Kaur, Anjali Sarvani, Taniyaa
Bhatia, Yastika Bhatia. 
New Zealand: Sophie Devine

(C), Suzie Bates, Maddy Green,
Lauren Down, Brooke Halliday,
Katey Martin (WK), Hayley
Jensen, Jess Kerr, Fran Jonas,
Hannah Rowe, Molly Penfold,
Lea Tahuhu, Izzy Gaze, Georgia
Plimmer. 
Match starts at 1:30pm IST.

(PTI) 

3rd ODI: India women need to resolve batting
vulnerabilities to seal series against NZ

ROME, Oct 28:Antonio Conte's
Napoli has been unbeatable since
mid-August. Now comes the real
test. The Serie A leader will travel
to the San Siro twice for games at
AC Milan and Inter Milan in a
space of less than two weeks and
also play Atalanta and Roma over
its next four matches. The rough
stretch starts on Tuesday in Milan.
Suppose Napoli can keep the

lead or stay near the top after these
four games. In that case, the
Partenopei will be a serious con-
tender for their second Italian title
in three years — an achievement
that would improve upon the two
“scudetti” in four years that the
club won with Diego Maradona in
1987 and 1990.
Having won eight of its last nine

matches — interrupted only by a
0-0 draw at Juventus in September
— Napoli hasn't lost since getting
beat by Hellas Verona in its Serie
A opener on Aug. 18.
“We have amassed the points

we needed to,” Conte said, “and
now, it's never a walk in the park
to play at the San Siro — whether
it's against Inter or Milan.”
Since the loss to Verona, Napoli

has scored 16 goals and conceded

two. But, Conte's side could be
challenged by a Milan team that is
rested after its match on Saturday
was postponed due to flooding in
Bologna.
Two key Milan players are sus-

pended, though: Theo Hernandez
and Tijjani Reijnders.
“Milan is certainly a strong

team, who let us not forget was 22
points clear of Napoli last season
and invested heavily on the trans-
fer market,” Conte said.
Napoli went through 3 different

coaches last season
After winning Serie A under Lu-

ciano Spalletti in 2023, Napoli
went through three different
coaches the previous season when
it finished 10th to miss out on Eu-
rope. Conte signed a three-year
contract in June and has made an
almost immediate impact.
“Antonio is able to get inside the

players' heads,” said Ciro Ferrara,
a former teammate of Conte's at
Juventus turned analyst at DAZN.
“He's able to extract the best out of
his players.”
Conte has also been a serial

winner as a manager, amassing
three Serie A titles at Juventus,
Premier League and FA Cup tro-

phies at Chelsea and another Serie
A title at Inter Milan. He even
guided Bari to the Serie B title be-
fore he moved to Juventus.
Lukaku, McTominay and Neres

are making an impact
Conte convinced Romelu

Lukaku to rejoin him at Napoli
after the pair won at Inter and the
Belgian striker has filled in well
for the departed Victor Osimhen.
Another player who has made

an immediate impact is midfielder
Scott McTominay, who joined in
August after playing for Manches-
ter United his entire career.

McTominay's header led to a
goal for Giovanni Di Lorenzo in
Saturday's scrappy 1-0 win over
Lecce. Newly signed David Neres
has also been a force, giving
Napoli more options beyond
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia on the
wings. Napoli is perfect at Stadio
Diego Armando Maradona
Napoli has won its opening five

home games at the Stadio Diego
Armando Maradona for only the
third time; having also achieved
the feat with Maradona himself in
1989 and under Spalletti in 2021.
(AP)

Is Antonio Conte’s Napoli for real?
The next 4 games are a real test

MILAN, Oct 28: Teenager
Kenan Yildiz came off the
bench to help Juventus salvage
a 4-4 draw at Inter Milan in a
highly entertaining Derby d'I-
talia.
Yildiz was brought on in the
61st minute with the score at 4-
2 and Inter seemingly headed
for an important victory before
the 19-year-old's late double.
“I want to thank the team, the
coach and my family: it was not
easy, but I am very happy,"
Yildiz said. "You always have
to stay together and play as a
team; in soccer everything can
change quickly.”
Inter remained second —
four points behind Serie A
leader Napoli, and one point
ahead of Juventus. “We need to
show greater determination, but
as the coach I have to say that
we deserved to score seven or
eight goals against a team that
had only conceded one up until
now," Inter coach Simone Inza-
ghi said. “There are heads hang-
ing low, and I'm the first to feel
that way, but we played well de-
spite the disappointment of not
getting that fifth goal to seal the
match.” Nicknamed “Italy's

derby,” matches between Inter
and Juventus are always huge
fixtures in the Serie A calendar
and the two teams are consid-
ered the main title contenders,
along with Napoli, this season.
Inter took the lead in the 15th
minute when Piotr Zielinski
struck a penalty straight down
the middle after Marcus Thu-
ram had been fouled by Danilo.
The Nerazzurri had conceded
just two goals in its past four

matches but they let in as many
in six minutes as their defense
was caught napping.
First, Juan Cabal floated a de-
lightful ball over the top for
Weston McKennie to cushion
across to Dusan Vlahovic, who
tapped it in from point-blank
range. Shortly afterward, Fran-
cisco Conceição dribbled down
the right and got past Henrikh
Mkhitaryan all too easily before
rolling across for Tim Weah to

slot home from right in front of
goal as Juventus took a 2-1
lead.
Mkhitaryan atoned for his
error with a wonderful equal-
izer in the 35th minute, playing
a one-two with Thuram and
feinting past a Juventus de-
fender before firing into the
bottom left corner. Inter turned
the match around completely
two minutes later with another
penalty after Pierre Kalulu clat-
tered into the back of Denzel
Dumfries. Juventus goalkeeper
Michele Di Gregorio got a hand
to Zielinski's kick but couldn't
prevent it going into the bottom
left corner.
Inter extended its lead eight
minutes into the second half.
Danilo tried to head a corner
clear but it came to Dumfries
who drilled it into the far bot-
tom corner. The home side
came close several times to ex-
tending its advantage before Ju-
ventus got back into the match
in the 71st. McKennie picked
out Yildiz, who was unmarked
in lots of space on the left, and
he surged downfield before fir-
ing across into the bottom right
corner. (AP) 

Substitute Kenan Yildiz’s late double helps
Juventus draw 4-4 at Inter in Derby d’Italia

MADRID, Oct 28: Barcelona
entered the latest clasico as the
team to beat in Spain, having
played entertaining soccer from
the start of the season and com-
ing off a big win over Bayern
Munich in the Champions
League.
And there was no letdown Sat-
urday for Hansi Flick's team,
leaving its biggest rival Real
Madrid searching for answers
after being humiliated at home. 
With an attack that continued
to click and a near-perfect defen-
sive tactic, the Catalan club rein-
forced its status by routing
Madrid 4-0 at the Santiago Bern-
abeu Stadium to increase its lead
at the top of the Spanish league
and gain added momentum fol-
lowing an already fast start under
Flick.
“We already showed against
Bayern that we are a great team,”
said Barcelona forward Lamine
Yamal, who scored one of his
team's goals. “We believe in our-
selves, now people just need to
see it.” That goal made Yamal
the youngest scorer in a clasico
at 17 years, 105 days, surpassing
teammate Ansu Fati, who was
about 250 days older in October
2020. Barcelona has been domi-
nant since the start of the season,
with 12 wins and only two losses
— at Monaco in the Champions
League and at Osasuna in the
Spanish league. It was coming
off a 4-1 win over Bayern Mu-
nich in the European competi-
tion.  The team's attack — led by
Yamal, Raphinha and league-
leading scorer Robert
Lewandowski — has been virtu-
ally unstoppable, having
outscored opponents 47-12 in all
competitions. 
Barcelona has scored four or
more goals in seven of its 14
matches, including a 7-0 rout of

Valladolid in the Spanish league
and a 5-0 win over Young Boys
in the Champions League.
The defense came through to
contain Kylian Mbappé in his
first game against Barcelona as a
Madrid player. He was one of the
many Madrid players to be
caught by Barcelona's offside
traps throughout the match. 
The synchronized traps limited
Madrid's chances as its forwards
kept failing to correctly time
their breaks behind the defenders
and found themselves in offside
positions. 
Barcelona is already six points
ahead of Madrid in the Spanish
league after 11 matches. 
“This is what we want to do,
it's our philosophy,” said Flick,
who replaced former Barcelona
great Xavi Hernández this sea-
son. “We want to go on, step by
step, game by game.”
Barcelona's most recent victo-
ries helped the club end two los-
ing streaks — it had lost six
straight against Bayern and four
consecutive against Madrid.
Madrid, the defending league
champion and Champions
League title-holder, has not
played its best soccer recently,
having lost twice in its last five
games.
The other defeat came at Lille
in the Champions League to end
a 36-game unbeaten run in all
competitions. It hadn't lost in the
Spanish league in 42 straight
games, falling one short of a joint
record with Barcelona, which
went 43 matches without defeat
in the competition in 2016-17
and 2017-18.
Madrid also struggled early in
its Champions League match
against Borussia Dortmund,
when it was losing 2-0 at half-
time before rallying impressively
to win 5-2. (AP) 

Barcelona flying high
and humiliated Real

Madrid seeking answers
in clasico fallout

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: Salima
Tete was named captain of the
18-member Indian women's
hockey team announced on Mon-
day for the Asian Champions
Trophy scheduled to be held
from November 11 to 20 at the
newly-developed Rajgir Hockey
Stadium in Bihar.
Navneet Kaur will serve as

Tete's deputy. India enter the
competition with high expecta-
tions, having clinched the title at
last year's edition in Ranchi.
The team will face stiff compe-

tition from five other nations, in-
cluding reigning Olympic
silver-medallists China, Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, and Thailand,
in the battle for continental su-
premacy.
India will open their campaign

against Malaysia on November
11. Speaking on the team selec-
tion and their preparation for the
tournament, dynamic mid-fielder
Tete said: "It's an incredible feel-
ing to lead the team into another
major tournament, especially as
defending champions.
"We have trained rigorously

and have a strong unit with both
experienced players and young
talent. Our goal is to defend our
title and play with the same pas-
sion and determination we
showed last year."
The goalkeeping duties will be

shared between the experienced
Savita and rising talent Bichu
Devi Kharibam.
The defence will be anchored

by a solid line-up, featuring
Udita, Jyoti, Ishika Chaudhary,

Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam, and
Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke.
In the mid-field, captain Tete

will be supported by Neha,
Sharmila Devi, Manisha
Chauhan, Sunelita Toppo, and
Lalremsiami, all known for their
dynamic play.
The forward line-up boasts

firepower with Navneet Kaur,
Sangita Kumari, Deepika, Preeti
Dubey, and Beauty Dungdung
leading the charge.
Notably, Sushila and Beauty

Dungdung make their return to
the team after successfully com-
pleting their rehabilitation.
"We are confident in our

preparation and the chemistry
we've built within the team. Play-
ing in front of our home crowd is
a huge boost, and we are ready to
face tough competition from the
best teams in Asia," vice-captain
Navneet said.
"Working alongside Salima

has been great, and we are deter-
mined to make this tournament a
memorable one," she added.
India:
Goalkeepers: Savita, Bichu

Devi Kharibam.
Defenders: Udita, Jyoti, Vaish-

navi Vitthal Phalke, Sushila
Chanu Pukhrambam, Ishika
Chaudhary.
Midfielders: Neha, Salima

Tete, Sharmila Devi, Manisha
Chauhan, Sunelita Toppo, Lal-
remsiami.
Forwards: Navneet Kaur,

Preeti Dubey, Sangita Kumari,
Deepika, Beauty Dungdung.
(PTI) 

Salima Tete named India
captain for women’s

Asian Champions Trophy

MADRID, Oct 28: Atletico
Madrid can't find a way to end its
slump.
Diego Simeone's team fol-

lowed up its home loss against
Lille in the Champions League
with a 1-0 defeat at Real Betis in
the Spanish league on Sunday.
An own-goal by defender José
María Giménez less than five
minutes into the match sealed
Atletico's second consecutive
loss.
It has only one win in its last

six matches in all competitions
— a 3-1 victory over Leganes in
the Spanish league last weekend.
Before that, it had league draws
at home against Real Madrid and
at Real Sociedad, and it lost 4-1
at Benfica in the Champions
League.
“We know what we have to do,

what we need to work on,” Sime-
one said. “It's clear to me that
soccer is all about getting the
work done and when you can't
find that dynamic you end up suf-
fering.”
On the plus side, Atletico had

been unbeaten in 11 consecutive
league matches until Sunday's
defeat in Seville. 
“We weren't able to play the

type of game we wanted to play,”
Simeone said. “They got off to a
strong start and were lucky to get
the early goal.”
Giménez found his own net

while trying to clear a low cross
into the area in the fourth minute
at the Benito Villamarin Stadium.
The loss kept the Madrid club

in fourth place, one point behind
third-place Villarreal and four
points behind city rival Real
Madrid, which lost 4-0 to
Barcelona at home in Saturday's
clasico. 
Atletico is 10 points behind

leader Barcelona after 11 rounds.
Betis moved to fifth place and
two points behind Atletico.
Manuel Pellegrini's team has
won five of its last eight league
matches, including two of its last
three games. 
It was Betis' only second home

win against Atletico in their last
16 league matches, and the first
since 2019. Sixth-place Osasuna
picked up first-half goals in a 2-
0 victory at Real Sociedad to end
a two-game winless streak. So-
ciedad dropped to 12th place. 
Leganes scored three second-

half goals in a 3-0 win over Celta
Vigo, while Getafe converted a
90th-minute equalizer in a 1-1
home draw against last-place Va-
lencia, which is winless in five
consecutive matches. (AP) 

Atletico Madrid’s
struggles continue with

loss at Real Betis in
Spanish league
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SYDNEY, Oct 28: In red-hot
form, Australian white-ball wick-
etkeeper-batter Josh Inglis is “in
the mix” to make his Test debut as
a specialist batter in the upcoming
Border-Gavaskar Trophy next
month, hinted chief selector
George Bailey on Monday.
India, unbeaten in the marquee

series on the previous four occa-
sions, will face Australia in a five-
Test series beginning in Perth on
November 21.

“There’s no doubt that the form
is really fantastic at the moment...
the ability to jump back into do-
mestic cricket and dominate has
been fantastic,” Bailey told re-
porters.
“I think in different series at

different times of the year, he
would firmly come into the mix
purely as a batter the way he’s
been going.”
“If the right opportunity opened

up throughout the summer, in the

spots where we think he’s most ca-
pable of performing, I think he’d
be firmly in that conversation as
well.”
The 29-year-old, who is Aus-

tralia’s incumbent keeper in ODI
and T20Is, has scored four cen-
turies in last seven Sheffield
Shield matches.
But with Australian Test wick-

etkeeper Alex Carey in rich form,
Inglis has emerged as a specialist
middle-order batter, but not for the

vacant opening slot, Bailey said.
Australia’s move to promote

Steve Smith at the top following
David Warner’s retirement did not
work out and with Cameron Green
ruled out of the India series be-
cause of a back injury, there’s a
vacancy alongside Usman
Khawaja.
However, Bailey has ruled out

Inglis for the opener’s role.
“I’ve spoken to Josh on this.

Not in the short term, I don’t think
that he’s someone that we would
be looking to place at the top of
the order,” Bailey said.
Inglis, in fact, is one of the con-

tenders to lead Australia’s T20I
side in the upcoming three-match
series against Pakistan.
All-format players, including

regular T20 skipper Mitchell
Marsh, are sitting out of the Pak-
istan series to prepare for the Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy.
“We’ve been really clear that

we are prioritising the preparation
for individuals around the Test
summer and that will be the first
time that we get that group to-
gether,” said Bailey.
“So, rather than switching guys

in and out and becoming quite
messy, it was just deemed more
appropriate for a number of rea-
sons to separate them out.”
This will be Australia’s first Test

series in the ongoing WTC cycle
since defeating New Zealand 2-0
in a two-match away series in
March. (PTI)

Inglis ‘in mix’ for Test debut in Border-
Gavaskar Trophy: Chief selector Bailey

KYIV (UKRAINE), Oct 28:At soccer
games in Ukraine, crowd sizes are deter-
mined by the capacity of the nearest
bomb shelter.
For the first time since the full-scale

war began in 2022, the Ukrainian Pre-
mier League is holding a full season with
fans present, as martial-law bans on pub-
lic gatherings have been eased.
Despite the constant threat of

airstrikes, Dynamo Kyiv supporters ea-
gerly snap up the 1,700 tickets available
for each home game at the 16,000-seat
Valeriy Lobanovskyi Stadium.
Many fans are keen to experience a

rare moment of calm, free from the coun-
try’s traditionally intense sporting rival-
ries.
While the war forced Dynamo to relo-

cate its home matches in the Europa
League to Hamburg, Germany, it uses its
home stadium in Kyiv for domestic
league matches.
Vitalii Kozubra brought his nine-year-

old son Makar to watch Dynamo, a title
contender, face mid-table Zorya
Luhansk, a club displaced by Russian at-
tacks in eastern Ukraine.
“Even though there’s a war going on,

this is something people can enjoy to-
gether,” Kozubra said, noting the friendly
atmosphere at the stadium, where Zorya
fans mingled with locals.
Makar marvelled at the difference be-

tween watching a game in person and on
television. As the players took the field,
all 22 of them draped in Ukrainian yel-
low-and-blue flags, the crowd, which in-

cluded servicemen and families with
children, erupted in applause.
The stadium was alive with the sound

of players’ exertion and the thud of the
ball. Children rushed to the touchline for
autographs, drawn by the few foreign
players from Brazil, Senegal, Ivory Coast
and Panama who have chosen to remain
despite the war. Zorya wasn’t booed
once.
Ukraine’s 16-team top-flight league

has managed to continue, despite increas-
ing challenges. Matches are scheduled
for the early afternoon due to frequent
power outages and the logistical chal-
lenges of travelling across Europe’s sec-
ond-largest country during the war.
When air raid sirens interrupt play –

sometimes for hours – players and fans
alike head to shelters as alarms blare
from loudspeakers and thousands of mo-
bile phones.
“This season, we’ve been lucky in

Kyiv, with no air alarms during our home
games,” said Dynamo club spokesman
Andrii Shakhov.
“But, it’s a different story for away

games... The longest one we had lasted
4½ hours because of four air alarms.”
Ukrainian soccer players are subject to

the draft at age 25, but clubs can apply
for exemptions under business protection
rules.
Two teams currently play permanently

outside their home field due to the war,
amid broader disruption, while two oth-
ers withdrew after fighting started due to
stadium damage.

The country’s soccer tradition dates
back to its Soviet past, when it was a soc-
cer powerhouse, producing top-tier play-
ers and coaches.
In the 1980s, fan movements often be-

came expressions of Ukrainian identity,
defying Soviet authority.
After Ukraine declared independence

in 1991, soccer continued to be a source
of national pride through years of politi-
cal and financial turmoil. Ukraine
reached the 2006 World Cup quarter-fi-
nals and co-hosted the 2012 European
Championships.
At home, supporters’ groups have set

aside violent rivalries for more than a
decade, ever since they united to back
protesters during the deadly 2013-14 up-
risings against Russian influence. Later,
they organized military recruitment
drives to fight in the ensuing wars.
“Dexter,” a red-bearded Dynamo sup-

porter and civilian contractor for the mil-
itary, explained why the truce among
rival fan groups still holds.
“It became necessary because we

needed to unite against a common
enemy. These internal conflicts lost their
relevance when people from rival fan
groups ended up fighting together in the

same military units,” he said while walk-
ing his dog along the banks of the Dnipro
River.
He added that fan organizations are in-

volved in nearly every aspect of the war
effort, from active combat duty to
fundraising, veteran support, and provid-
ing technical skills like computer pro-
gramming to the military.
He and others serving in or working

alongside the armed forces spoke on the
condition that they be identified only by
their call signs in keeping with Ukrainian
military protocol.
Dynamo officials estimate that more

than 80% of their pre-2022 fanbase is
now serving on the front lines in eastern
Ukraine or performing other military du-
ties.
Eight hours east of Kyiv, in the

Kharkiv region bordering Russia, ser-
vicemen from the 3rd Assault Brigade
played a match on a field near bombed-
out buildings. Many of these fighters had
been recruited through soccer-related
channels and acquaintances.
“Organized fans play a huge role in

this war because they’re highly moti-
vated,” said a serviceman with the call
sign “Shtahet,” a Dynamo supporter cur-
rently on deployment. Combat medic
“Poltava” noted that soccer remains a
vital morale booster.
“We get together whenever we can and

rent spaces to play,” he said. “There’s not
much entertainment here, so football is
our only joy.”
Back in Kyiv, Dynamo fan “Esco-

bar” was grateful to catch a game while
home on leave before heading back to
the front.
“This is football, it’s a game,” the sol-

dier said, in uniform and wearing a cam-
ouflage bucket hat, after Dynamo’s 2-0
win over Zorya. “There are no bad feel-
ings between the teams, and it’s great to
see such a friendly atmosphere.”
Vitaliy Buyalskyi and Maksym Bra-

haru scored second-half goals for Dy-
namo, and even though Zorya players
looked dejected as they walked off the
field, they were still applauded by the
fans. (AP) 

In war-time Ukraine, soccer fans bury rivalries, find moment of calm at matches

Sharma finishes 66th

as Byeong An beats
Kim to Genesis title

MULLANPUR, Oct 28: Rinku
Singh and Nitish Rana powered
Uttar Pradesh to a commanding
position against Punjab with enter-
taining fifties on day three of their
Ranji Trophy Group C match here
on Monday.
After opener Madhav Kaushik’s

career-best 163, the visitors came
up with four more half-centuries to
declare their first innings for a
massive 556/9, taking a lead of 346
runs.
At stumps, Punjab were strug-

gling at 49/1, trailing by 297 runs.
The Kolkata Knight Riders duo

of Rana and Rinku laid the foun-
dation with a crucial 120-run part-
nership for the third wicket.
Rana struck an aggressive 66 off

106 balls, hitting 11 fours, while
Rinku made 68 off 131 balls, with
eight fours and a six.
Saurabh Kumar joined the on-

slaught with a brisk 67-ball 69,
smashing three sixes and five
fours, while Shivam Sharma con-
tributed an unbeaten 50 off 58
balls, including four sixes and two
fours, to further frustrate the Pun-
jab attack.
In Indore, Harshal Patel’s un-

beaten 72 at No. 9 and Yuzvendra
Chahal’s gritty 27 off 142 balls
helped Haryana secure a vital first-
innings lead over Madhya Pradesh.
Responding to MP’s 308,

Haryana ended the day at 431/9,
with Patel still at the crease along-
side last man Aman Kumar (4).
Opener Lakshay Dalal hit his

maiden century (105 off 271 balls),
while Dheeru Singh fell just short
of three figures with a well-crafted
94.
Himanshu Rana (90) also

missed his hundred in the nineties,
but Dalal and Dheeru’s 143-run
partnership for the fourth wicket
laid a solid foundation.

However, a collapse ensued be-
fore Patel steadied the innings with
his resilient knock.
For MP, left-arm spinner Kumar

Kartikeya was the standout bowler,
finishing with 4/117.
In Kolkata, Bengal pacer Ishan

Porel took 5/83 to secure his fifth
five-wicket haul in first-class
cricket, reducing Kerala to 83/5.
However, Kerala’s middle-

order, led by seasoned campaigner
Jalaj Saxena, staged a resilient re-
covery to reach 267/7 at the Ja-
davpur Salt Lake Campus ground.
Saxena’s fighting 84 off 162

balls, alongside a determined 64
from Salman Nizar, added 140 for
the seventh wicket, frustrating
Bengal’s bowlers.
Nizar, who faced 205 deliveries,

was accompanied by wicket-
keeper-batter Mohammed
Azharuddeen (30 off 48 balls) at
close of play.
Porel’s disciplined bowling

proved effective on a flat pitch,
where he dismissed Kerala’s new
signing Baba Aparajith for a
golden duck and skipper Sachin
Baby for 12.

In Patna, veteran Mayank Agar-
wal came up with his 18th first-
class century, 105, while Manish
Pandey made a brisk 56 (55b) to
help Karnataka overcome a diffi-
cult start to take first innings lead
over Bihar.
In reply to Bihar’s 143, Kar-

nataka ended the day for 287/7.
Brief Scores
In Mullanpur: Punjab 210 and

49/1; 19 overs. Uttar Pradesh
556/9 declared; 141.1 overs (Mad-
hav Kaushik 163, Saurabh Kumar
69, Rinku Singh 68, Nitish Rana
66, Shivam Sharma 50 batting).
In Indore: Madhya Pradesh

308. Haryana 431/9; 150.5 overs
(Lakshay Dalal 105, Dheeru Singh
94, Himanshu Rana 90, Harshal
Patel 72 batting; Kumar Kartikeya
4/117).
In Kolkata: Kerala 267/7; 102

overs (Jalaj Saxena 84, Salman
Nizar 64 batting, Mohammed
Azharuddeen 30 batting; Ishan
Porel 5/83) vs Kerala.
In Patna: Bihar 143. Karnataka

287/7; 51 overs (Mayank Agarwal
105, Manish Pandey 56; Himanshu
Singh 4/51). (PTI) 

Rinku, Rana shine as UP
gain control over Punjab

SYNDEY, Oct 28: Australia have
rested their Test regulars for their
home T20I series against Pakistan
with a captain yet to be named,
choosing to focus on the marquee
Border-Gavaskar series against
India next month.
Australia host Pakistan for three

ODIs starting November 4, fol-
lowed by the three-match T20I se-
ries, from November 14.
The series concludes on Novem-

ber 18, just four days before the first
Test against India in Perth.
With T20I captain Mitchell

Marsh, Travis Head and ODI and
Test skipper Pat Cummins unavail-
able, Australia are yet to appoint a
captain for the series.
None of the players named in the

squad announced on Monday have
captained Australia in any format
before but the likes of Glenn
Maxwell, Adam Zampa, Matthew
Short and Aaron Hardie have led
their sides in the Big Bash League.
Josh Inglis is also in the mix to

lead the side.
Pacers Xavier Bartlett (side

strain), Nathan Ellis (hamstring)
and Spencer Johnson (side strain)
return to the squad after recovering
from injuries.
“It is particularly encouraging to

have Xavier, Spencer and Nathan
back in the national setup,” said se-
lection chief George Bailey.
“It’s another opportunity for them

to continue to show their ability on
the international stage, as they have
done in the past.” (PTI)

TIRANA (ALBANIA), Oct 28: Chirag Chikkara became only the third
Indian to become Under-23 world champion as India capped a rich haul
of nine medals, including a gold and silver each, at the age group tour-
nament here
Chikkara, competing in the men’s freestyle 57kg category, eked out a

narrow 4-3 in the closing seconds of the final win over Abdymalik Kara-
chov of Kyrgyzstan.
He becomes the second Indian man, after Paris Olympics bronze

medallist Aman Sehrawat, to win the gold at the U23 Championships.
Sehrawat had achieved the feat in the same category in the 2022 edition

of the meet while Reetika Hooda had become the first Indian woman to
bag a gold at the tournament when she won in the 76kg category last
year. Ravi Kumar Dahiya had also won a silver in the U23 World Cham-
pionships in 2018.
Chikkara reached the final after a series of dominant performances,

defeating Gaukoto Ozawa 6-1 in the pre-quarterfinals, Iunus Iavbatirov
12-2 in the last eight stage and Allan Oralbek 8-0 in the semifinals.
India’s medal haul in the men’s freestyle category also included two

bronze medals, placing the nation fourth in the team standings with 82
points, trailing Iran (158), Japan (102), and Azerbaijan (100).
India also won two more bronze in men’s freestyle taking the country’s

medal count in the category to four that secured the nation a fourth place
in the team rankings.
Iran topped the team rankings with 158 points followed by Japan (102),

Azerbaijan (100) and INida (82).
Vicky defeated former U20 World Championships silver medalist and

European junior champion Ivan Prymachenko of Ukraine with a con-
vincing 7-2 margin to win bronze in the men’s 97kg freestyle event. It is
the highest weight category at which India have medalled at this tourna-
ment.
Vicky had defeated Merab Suleimanishvili of Georgia via fall in round

of 16, Radu Lefter of Moldova 5-0 in quartefinal before losing to Mahdi
Hajiloueian Morafah of Iran in semifinals.
Having narrowly missed a final berth the other day, Sujeet Kalkal

bounced back from being 0-4 down to beat Mustafo Akhmedov of Tajik-
istan 13-4 and win bronze in men’s 70kg freestyle. (PTI)

Chirag Chikkara clinches gold at U23
World Wrestling Championships

INCHEON (KOREA), Oct 28:
It was another disappointing week
for Shubhankar Sharma, whose
weekend rounds of 76-76 saw him
finish tied-66th at the Genesis
Championship on the DP World
Tour.
Earlier, Sharma had rounds of 71

and 68. Korea’s Byeong Hun An
beat fellow countryman Tom Kim
in the play-off to secure his second
DP World Tour title.
Birdies kept pouring throughout

the day as six players held the lead
in some capacity at the Jack Nick-
laus Golf Club on Sunday.
The group at the top of the

leaderboard was closely packed
until Kim jumped one shot clear
heading down the last when An
lipped out for a bogey on the penul-
timate hole. Both landed their ap-
proach shots to eight feet for birdie
putts, with An applying the pressure
by draining his effort to move back
alongside Kim at 17 under.
Kim needed to sink his to claim

the one-shot victory, but he lipped
out and the two home favourites
were forced into a play-off.
Both played risky second shots

when replaying the par-five last, but
Kim was left in a precarious posi-
tion which resulted in him shooting
into the main stand with his third
and carding a bogey. (PTI)

KARACHI, Oct 28: Pakistan’s
white-ball coach Gary Kirsten on
Monday stepped down after de-
veloping a rift with the country’s
cricket board within six months of
his appointment.
The 56-year-old South African,

who coached India to victory at
the 2011 ODI World, was ap-
pointed by the PCB (Pakistan
Cricket Board) in April end this
year.
“The Pakistan Cricket Board

today announced Jason Gillespie
will coach the Pakistan men’s
cricket team on next month’s
white-ball tour of Australia after
Gary Kirsten submitted his resig-
nation, which was accepted,” the
PCB posted on ‘X’.
Red-ball coach Gillispie, how-

ever, has made it clear to the PCB
that he can only manage things for
the white-ball tour of Australia
which starts November 4 and is
not interested in a permanent role
as the limited overs coach, a reli-
able source aware of the develop-
ment said.
“Gillispie has informed the

board they should look for a re-
placement for Kirsten for the
white ball games in Zimbabwe
and onwards,” he added.
Though the PCB didn’t give the

reason for Kirsten’s sudden resig-
nation, the source confirmed that
it was because he was not in-

volved when the board announced
the squads for the Australia and
Zimbabwe tours and the new cap-
tain of the white ball format on
Sunday.
The PCB has withdrawn the

coaches selection powers. Se-
lection is now exclusively the
domain of the selection com-
mittee.
“Kirsten was not happy with

the abrupt manner in which the
board took away his powers in se-
lection and other team matters and
made this very clear to Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi on Sunday before
sending in his resignation,” an-

other insider said.
He expressed fear that even

Gillispie might end up resigning
soon as he is also not happy with
the current shift in how teams are
selected now solely by the selec-
tion committee and coaches have
no role in this.
Kirsten had been working as a

batting coach with the Indian Pre-
mier League franchise Gujarat Ti-
tans before taking up the role in
Paksitan.
The team is riding high on a

come-from-behind 2-1 triumph
over visiting England in a Test se-
ries that concluded last week.(PTI)

Gary Kirsten resigns as 
Pakistan’s limited-overs coach

Captain yet to be named
for T20Is against Pakistan

Bailey has ruled out Inglis for the opener’s role
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