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‘We will soon be signing an MoU with ISRO to facilitate this’

GUWAHATI, April 7: Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Monday discussed with ISRO
chairman V Narayanan on the state launching
its own satellite.
The chief minister in the meeting with ISRO

chairman in New Delhi, outlined the state gov-
ernment’s vision to have its own satellite AS-
SAMSAT in collaboration with IN-SPACe
(Indian National Space Promotion and Autho-
risation Centre).

“ASSAMSAT will help to ensure continuous
flow of data for the implementation of critical
socio-economic projects and a host of dedicated
services for agriculture, disaster management,
infrastructure development, and security border
management and police operations,” Sarma
said. The ISRO chairman assured the chief min-
ister that his organisation would lend full sup-
port in realising Assam’s vision to have its own
satellite.
“I had an enriching meeting with the very

knowledgeable Chairman of @isro, Mr V
Narayanan. We spoke at length about Assam’s
ambitious space agenda”, Sarma posted on X.
“ISRO is fully onboard to help Assam launch

its first ever satellite. Tentatively these will be
low earth orbit satellites, that can generate con-
tinuous and contiguous coverage of the state.
This will help us in several areas such as flood
mitigation, policy planning and fighting infil-
tration. We will soon be signing an MoU with
ISRO to facilitate this,” he said.
The chief minister said Guwahati’s Chandra-

pur will soon be ‘home to a major space obser-
vatory that will assist India’s satellite launches. We
expect commissioning (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

ISRO chief assures support for ASSAMSAT launch
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China’s frequent military drills spark
concerns in Taiwan of real attack 
Israel controls 50 per cent of Gaza after
razing land to expand its buffer zone
People feeling cheated under BJP rule, are
looking at Cong with hope: Pawan Khera
‘We are learning from mistakes in Bihar, 
empowerment of downtrodden now top priority’
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Prohibitory orders in Manipur’s Lilong after BJP
leader’s house burnt over support to Waqf Act

GUWAHATI, April 7: From on-
line recruitment by militant groups
to web addiction, the digital world
poses various challenges for
youngsters, and parents can help
them navigate these by staying up-
dated, Assam DGP Harmeet Singh
said on Monday.
He underlined the importance of

parents ‘communicating with their
wards and also monitoring their
online activities so that children do
not fall prey to the dark side of the
internet.
Singh was delivering the

keynote address at a national dia-
logue on children’s rights on the
internet, ‘Infantia’, hosted by
Assam Police here.
He maintained that the internet

entered children’s lives especially

during COVID-19 when most of
the activities had gone online, from
classes to family gatherings.
“Adults came out of online life

at the end of the pandemic, but
children stayed on with the inter-

net,” he said.
Singh, who leads the state po-

lice’s ‘sharenting’ campaign high-
lighting the risks of parents sharing
children’s details online, empha-
sised that children can no longer be
kept away from the internet or the
digital world.
He said digital policies should

be designed to teach children both
how to use the internet responsibly
and what to avoid.
The older generation has to un-

derstand the digital world to help
their children navigate through it
safely, the DGP added.
Among the perils facing the new

generation is ‘problematic internet
use’ or addiction to the internet,
which could hamper a child’s
growth and (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

‘Children should not fall
prey to dark side of internet’

NEW DELHI, April 7: Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will
embark on a weeklong official visit
to the United Kingdom and Austria
on Monday to participate in the
India-UK Economic and Financial
Dialogue, besides investor round-
table.
During her visit, Sitharaman will

participate in 13th Ministerial
round of India-UK Economic &
Financial Dialogue, besides bilat-
eral meetings, engagement with
think tanks, investors, business
leaders in both the United King-
dom and Austria.
“Union Minister for Finance &

Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman will embark on an of-
ficial visit to the United Kingdom
and Austria from 8th to 13th April
2025, today,” a finance ministry
statement said.
The 13th round of the India-UK

Economic and Financial Dialogue
(13th EFD) is scheduled to be held

in London, United Kingdom, on
April 9, 2025.
The 13th EFD dialogue will be

co-chaired by the Union minister
for Finance and Corporate Affairs
and the UK Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer.
The 13th EFD is a significant bi-

lateral platform between the two
countries that offers opportunities
for candid engagement at the min-
ister-level, officer-level, working
groups and between the respective
regulatory bodies in various as-
pects of financial collaboration, in-
cluding investment matters,

financial services, financial regula-
tions, UPI interlinkages, taxation
matters, and illicit financial flows.
The key priorities of the 13th

EFD dialogue for Indian side in-
clude cooperation in IFSC GIFT
City, investment, insurance and
pension sectors, FinTech and Dig-
ital economy, and mobilising af-
fordable and sustainable climate
finance. On the sidelines of India-
UK 13th EFD, Sitharaman will en-
gage in bilateral meetings with key
dignitaries, participate in investor
roundtables and other meetings
with heads of key financial institu-
tions and companies.
During the United Kingdom leg

of the official visit, the Union fi-
nance minister will deliver the
keynote address at the India-UK
Investor Roundtable in presence of
chief executive officers of interna-
tional organisations, including key
management personnel from
across the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Sitharaman to attend India-UK
Economic Dialogue in London

AGARTALA, April 7: BJP’s Lok Sabha MP from
West Tripura Biplab Kumar Deb on Monday said that
one needs to have nationwide popularity, not only high
educational qualification, to become a successful
leader.
The former Tripura chief

minister said this when he was
asked about the election of
MA Baby as the new general
secretary of the CPI(M).
The 71-year-old veteran

Communist leader was elected
to the post on Sunday.
“Leadership quality is

something else rather than
mere academic degrees.One
may be a professor, engineer
or teacher. One has to acquire
nationwide popularity to be-
come a successful leader,”
Deb told the reporters when asked about the CPI(M)
new leader’s leadership quality.
“As of today, the CPI(M) has no such leader who

has nationwide popularity like BJP’s Narendra Modi,

Amit Shah and Yogi Adityanath,” he said.
In Tripura, the CPI(M)-led Left Front was de-

throned after 25 years by the BJP-IPFT combine in
2018 and Deb became the chief minister.

The saffron party, how-
ever, replaced him with
Manik Saha a few months
before the 2023 assembly
elections and won the polls
for the second time.
The former chief minister

of Tripura also said he
doesn’t know the new
CPI(M) general secretary
MA Baby even though he
may be a qualified person,
loyal to the party and having
expertise in running an or-
ganisation. “Being a former
chief minister and MP, I

don’t know MA Baby. He may be a professor, engi-
neer or teacher. I will check Google. While the Com-
munist has no well-identified leader, the Congress has
one parivar (family),” he said. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Popularity must for success: Biplab
Deb on Baby becoming CPI(M) chief

On sidelines of India-UK 13th EFD, FM to hold bilateral talks, meet investors and financial leaders

IMPHAL, April 7: A day after an
irate mob set the house of BJP Minor-
ity Morcha’s Manipur president, Md
Asker Ali, on fire allegedly for sup-
porting the Waqf Amendment Act, the
Thoubal district administration im-
posed prohibitory orders under Sec-
tion 163 of BNSS in entire Lilong
assembly constituency on Monday.
The order, promulgated by the dis-

trict magistrate, prohibited the assem-
bly of five or more people and the
carrying of firearms, swords, sticks,
stones or other lethal weapons by the
public.
It stated that the superintendent of

police reported on Sunday night that
nearly a 7,000-8,000-strong mob,
armed with lathis and stones, stormed
the residence of Md Asker Ali in Li-
longSambrukhong Mamei area and
set it ablaze.
Ali had on Saturday expressed sup-

port on social media platforms for the

Waqf Amendment Act, 2025. Follow-
ing the incident on Sunday night, he
apologised for his earlier statement
and condemned the Act.
“It is reported that the matter is very

sensitive in and around Lilong assem-
bly constituency and there is a likeli-
hood of further disturbance which

poses a risk to peace and public tran-
quillity in the constituency,” the order
stated. Various parts of Imphal Valley
witnessed protests against the Act on
Sunday. Over 5,000 people partici-
pated in a rally that disrupted the traf-
fic on NH-102 at Lilong, while
protesters (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

LPG price up ` 50, CNG by ` 1;
excise duty hiked on petrol, diesel

NEW DELHI, April 7: The do-
mestic cooking gas LPG price on
Monday was hiked by a steep `50
per cylinder across India and CNG
by ` 1 per kg, while the govern-
ment raised taxes on petrol and
diesel to shore up its revenues.
The increase in cooking gas

price will be for the Ujjawala -
poor beneficiaries who got LPG
connection free of cost - and general
users, and will be effective from
April 8 and has been necessitated
due to the rise in input cost, Oil
minister Hardeep Singh Puri said.
Cooking gas for Ujjawala users

will cost ` 553 per 14.2-kg cylin-
der from the current ` 503 in the
national capital. The same for gen-
eral users will now cost ` 853.
The rates, which vary from state

to state depending on local inci-
dence of taxes, were last revised in
March last year when they were
cut by ` 100.
Also, CNG prices were hiked by

` 1 per kg in the national capital
and adjoining cities after the gov-
ernment last week raised input nat-
ural gas prices by almost 4 per
cent. CNG in the national capital
will cost ` 75.09 per kg, In-
draprastha Gas Ltd - the city gas
retailer - said in a post on X.
This follows the price of input

natural gas being hiked from USD
6.50 per million British thermal
units to USD 6.75 from April 1.
Alongside, the government

hiked excise duty on petrol and
diesel by ` 2 per litre each to raise

about ` 32,000 crore additional tax
revenue. However, there will be no
change in retail prices as the in-
crease will be adjusted against the
price cut that was warranted be-
cause of falling international oil
prices. Puri said prices of crude oil
- which is turned into petrol and
diesel in refineries - have fallen to
about USD 60 per barrel from USD
70-75, and a reduction in the retail
selling price of petrol and diesel is
possible if the international oil
prices stay at those levels.
The special additional excise

duty (SAED) on petrol has been
increased from ` 11 per litre to `
13, and that on diesel from ` 8 to
`10 a litre. With this, the total in-
cidence of taxes imposed by the
central government on petrol has
increased to ` 21.9 a litre (`1.40 a
litre basis excise duty, ` 13 SAED,
` 2.50 agriculture cess and Rs 5
road and infrastructure cess) from
` 19.9 a litre.
On diesel, the total incidence has

gone up from ` 15.80 per litre to `
17.80 (` 1.80 per litre basic excise
duty, ̀ 10 special additional excise
duty, ` 4 agriculture cess and `2
road and infra cess). Puri defended
the move, saying oil companies
had been incurring losses on LPG
sales and the increase in retail price
and revenue from excise hike will
be used to make up for that. The
average Saudi CP - the interna-
tional benchmark used for LPG
pricing since India is majorly
(CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

CESHS signs MoU with
GSI for exploration of
geothermal energy in NE
ITANAGAR, April 7: The Centre for Earth Sciences and Hi-
malayan Studies (CESHS) in Arunachal Pradesh signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MoU) with the Geological Survey
of India (GSI) to collaborate on scientific studies focusing on
geothermal energy and geosciences across the state and the
wider northeastern region.
The MoU was signed on Monday at GSI’s northeastern head-

quarters in Shillong, an official statement said.
Describing the MoU as a landmark development, GSI direc-

tor general Asit Saha said it would play a key role in shaping
the geological, mineralogical, hydrological, and broader earth
science landscape of the Arunachal Himalayan region.
Saha extended congratulations to the CESHS team and reaf-

firmed GSI’s full support for promoting earth science initiatives
in the region.
“This partnership marks a new era of collaboration, with GSI

committed to assisting CESHS in realising its vision,” he said,
according to the official statement.
Founded in 1851, the GSI has been instrumental in laying the

foundation of India’s geoscientific framework. From mapping
expansive terrains and identifying key mineral resources to
monitoring seismic activity, the organisation has been at the
forefront of India’s scientific advancement. CESHS Director
Tana Tage highlighted this (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

NEW DELHI, April 7: The
Supreme Court on Monday closed
a matter over the functioning of the
National Testing Agency (NTA) in
holding last year’s NEET-UG after
the Centre assured of implement-
ing exam reforms suggested by its
expert panel.
A bench comprising Justices P S

Narasimha and Joymalya Bagchi
took note of the Centre’s compli-
ance reports on the issue and the
submissions of its solicitor general
Tushar Mehta as it disposed of the
plea. Mehta said the Centre had ac-
cepted all the suggestions of the
seven-member panel, except one--
NTA conducting online NEET
exams--for the time being.
“Over 26 lakh students take up

NEET across India and the govern-
ment will have to ascertain avail-
ability of internet and computers…
this will take some time,” he said,
“but the report (of the expert panel)
has been accepted”.

Nothing survived in the case and
it can be disposed of, Mehta added.
The bench noted the submis-

sions and the developments, say-
ing no further order was required.
The top court on August 2, last

year, refused to annul the con-
tentious NEET-UG of 2024, saying
there was no sufficient material on
record to indicate a systemic leak
or malpractice compromising the

integrity of the examination.
It had expanded the remit of the

seven-member expert panel,
headed by former Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
chief K Radhakrishnan, to review
NTA’s functioning and recommend
exam reforms to make the NEET-
UG (National Eligibility cum En-
trance Test Undergraduate),
transparent and free from malprac-
tices. On January 2, Mehta said the
Centre-appointed committee filed
its report and assured that the gov-
ernment would implement all of
the panel’s recommendations.
On October 21 last year, the top

court extended the time granted to
the Centre-appointed expert panel
to file its report on exam reforms.
The NEET-UG is conducted by

the NTA for admission in under-
graduate medical programs. While
expanding the scope of the expert
panel, the top court had flagged
multiple (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

SC closes case as Centre assures
to implement panel suggestions

NTA ‘lapses’ in NEET-UG 2024 

Storm wreaks havoc in
West Karbi Anglong;
school among worst hit

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, April 7: A powerful
storm accompanied by relentless
heavy rainfall has left a trail of de-
struction across West Karbi Ang-
long district, demolishing several
houses and severely damaging key
community infrastructure.
Among the hardest hit is Cheng-

bongAmang English M.E. School,
where two classrooms, a veranda,
and the headmaster’s office were
completely destroyed.
The devastating weather also

damaged essential school re-
sources, including books intended
for students, admission registers,
two blackboards, chairs, and
benches. The school management,
along with concerned members of
the public, has issued an urgent ap-
peal for assistance to the Karbi An-
glong Autonomous Council
(KAAC). The destruction has dis-
rupted (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Will quit politics if
someone can prove
I demanded money:
Bhupen Borah 

GUWAHATI, April 7: Assam
Pradesh Congress president Bhu-
pen Borah on Monday claimed that
he would quit politics and public
life if anyone could prove that he
had demanded money from any
person.
In a statement, Borah asserted

that the Congress follows the path
of principles and ideals and it was
the BJP supporters who circulated
fake audio clips on social media,
featuring a person allegedly de-
manding money from someone in-
volved in a coal syndicate.
The BJP claimed that it was the

voice of the state Congress chief,
but Borah denied it saying that the
ruling party is out to defame his
party. Borah said he spoke to Guwa-
hati police commissioner and de-
manded that an inquiry be conducted
into the circulation of the fake video
clip. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Older generation must keep up with times to
meet challenges of digital world: Assam DGP
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NEW DELHI, April 7: The govern-
ment has set up an inter-ministerial
group to monitor a possible surge in
imports from countries like China, Viet-
nam and Thailand, fearing a surge in in-
bound shipments following the
imposition of high reciprocal tariffs by
the US on these countries, sources said.
The product categories that may see

an upsurge in diversion of imports
from the US to India include con-
sumer goods, electronics, chemicals
and steel.
The clear signals for these rises in

imports are likely to manifest from
June to July, they said, adding the “im-
port monitoring group” will include
officials from the departments of com-
merce, revenue and the Department
for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT).
The concerned line ministries and

industry associations have also been
asked to provide inputs on the surge in
imports and its impact on the domestic
industry.
“The idea is to observe these im-

ports and see if any measures need to
be taken. It will look at all the data
points closely, including shipments
coming from air and sea routes. While
intense watch is required, volatility in
imports is normal,” the sources added.
As sweeping tariffs have been im-

posed on India’s competitors includ-
ing China, Thailand, Vietnam and
Malaysia, their goods become expen-
sive in the US market and this would
lead to diversion of goods into coun-
tries like India after some months.
While the US has imposed an addi-

tional 26 per cent import duty on

India, its competitor Vietnam is facing
46 per cent tariff, China 34 per cent,
and Indonesia 32 per cent, and Thai-
land 36 per cent.
However, they added that this situ-

ation also provides an opportunity to
the domestic industry to procure inter-
mediate goods at affordable rates.
One of the sources said that the gov-

ernment is also stepping up efforts to
help exporters explore new markets.
The commerce ministry is fast-

tracking formulation of its export pro-
motion mission to support exporters in
areas such as providing credit at af-
fordable rates; and negotiations of
proposed free trade agreements with
the European Union, Oman, New
Zealand and the UK.
Additionally, concerned officials

have been directed to hold a series of
bilateral meetings with the identified
20 countries such as Australia, Brazil,

China, and France for pushing India’s
exports.
These developments come at a time

when exporters and industries have
raised concerns that the additional 26
per cent import duty imposed by the
US on India may hurt them.
The identified 20 countries are Aus-

tralia, Brazil, Bangladesh, China,
France, Germany, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, the Netherlands, Russia, Singa-
pore, South Africa, Saudi Arabia,
South Korea, Turkiye, the UAE, the
UK, the US and Vietnam. Huge op-
portunities are there in these nations
for Indian exporters.
The government is framing

schemes for MSME exporters to pro-
vide credit at easy terms, promote al-
ternate financing instruments through
strengthening factoring services for
them, and offer assistance to deal with
non-tariff measures imposed by other

countries. The commerce, MSME and
finance ministries are working on
these schemes, which are being for-
mulated under the export promotion
mission, announced in the Union
Budget for 2025-26.
The government on February 1 an-

nounced the setting up of an Export
Promotion Mission with an outlay of
` 2,250 crore to promote the country’s
outbound shipments.
Further concerns have been raised

by the industry that countries like
China may divert their surplus exports
to India as Beijing is facing 54 per
cent tariffs in the US.
The commerce ministry’s arm Di-

rectorate General of Trade Remedies
(DGTR) is the main body to deal with
dumping of goods and sudden surge in
imports. It investigates cases and sug-
gests imposition of anti-dumping or
safeguard or countervailing duties.
In 2023-24, the US was the largest

trading partner of India with USD
119.71 billion bilateral trade in goods
(USD 77.51 billion worth of exports,
USD 42.19 billion of imports and
USD 35.31 billion trade surplus).
China was the second largest trading
partner with USD 118.39 billion two-
way commerce (USD 16.65 billion
exports and USD 101.73 billion im-
ports and USD 85 billion trade
deficit).
The US accounts for about 18 per

cent of India’s total goods exports and
6.22 per cent in imports and 10.73 per
cent in bilateral trade. On the other
hand China’s share is just about 4 per
cent in exports and a staggering 15 per
cent in imports. (PTI)

Govt stepping up efforts to help exporters Contd. from Page 1...
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MUMBAI, April 7: Stock mar-
kets crumbled on Monday with
benchmark Sensex sinking by
2,226.79 points – its steepest single-
day decline in 10 months – as a
global market carnage following US
President Donald Trump’s tariff
hikes and retaliation from China
fanned fears of economic slow-
down.The 30-share BSE Sensex
crashed 2,226.79 points or 2.95 per
cent to settle at 73,137.90, record-
ing its third day of decline. During
the day, the index slumped
3,939.68 points or 5.22 per cent to
71,425.01. The NSE Nifty tumbled
742.85 points or 3.24 per cent to
settle at 22,161.60. Intra-day, the
benchmark dropped 1,160.8 points
or 5.06 per cent to 21,743.65.
All Sensex shares, except for

Hindustan Unilever, ended with
losses. Tata Steel fell the most by
7.33 per cent followed by Larsen
& Toubro which cracked 5.78 per
cent. Tata Motors, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Mahindra & Mahindra, In-
fosys, Axis Bank, ICICI Bank,
HCL Technologies and HDFC
Bank were the other big laggards.
Hindustan Unilever ended mar-

ginally higher.
“The market tumbled as the car-

nage over high US tariffs and the
retaliation by other countries may
kickstart a trade war. Sectors like
IT and metals have underper-
formed relative to the broader mar-
ket due to the risk of high inflation
with slower growth that may result
in a potential recession in the US,”
Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Investments Limited, said.
As many as 3,515 stocks de-

clined while 570 advanced and 140
remained unchanged on the BSE.
Notably, 775 stocks hit their 52-
week lows while 59 firms were at
52-week peaks on the BSE.
“After US markets plunged on

Friday, it was writing on the wall
for other global equity indices
which fell like a pack of cards
amid fears that Trump’s policies on
reciprocal tariffs may lead to reces-
sion and higher inflation in the US
going ahead.
“Already, commodity prices of

crude oil and several metals are
seeing a downward slide, which is
an indication of a slackening de-
mand if the current trend persists,”
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Re-
search), Mehta Equities Ltd, said.
In Asian markets, Hong Kong’s

Hang Seng index tanked more than
13 per cent, Tokyo’s Nikkei 225
plunged nearly 8 per cent, Shang-
hai SSE Composite index dropped
over 7 per cent and South Korea’s
Kospi sank over 5 per cent. Euro-
pean markets too came under heavy
selling pressure and were trading
with up to 6 per cent decline.
US markets ended sharply lower

on Friday. The S&P 500 dropped
5.97 per cent, Nasdaq composite
slumped 5.82 per cent and the Dow
tumbled 5.50 per cent on Friday.
On June 4 last year, the Sensex

nosedived 4,389.73 points or 5.74
per cent to close at 72,079.05. In
the day trade, the barometer tanked
6,234.35 points or 8.15 per cent to
70,234.43. The Nifty ended at
21,884.50, a sharp decline of
1,379.40 points or 5.93 per cent on
June 4, 2024. Intra-day it tumbled
1,982.45 points or 8.52 per cent to
21,281.45. (PTI)

Sensex sinks 2,227
pts as trade war fears
engulf global markets

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: Topcem Cement, a leading cement
brand in Northeast India, has launched its Bohag Bihu – 2025
celebrations with an initiative aimed at spreading joy and
happiness among the inmates of old age homes and orphan-
ages, said an official statement here on Monday. 
The festivities were officially inaugurated at a press con-

ference in Guwahati, with Anil Kapur, Senior President,
Sales & Marketing, Meghalaya Cements Ltd., flagging off
the event.
This year, the celebrations will span across five days and

involve 12 organisations and institutions located in the dis-
tricts of Kamrup (M) and Kamrup, the statement informed. 
As part of the celebrations, cultural programs featuring

Bihu songs and dances will be organised in each institution. 
Traditional Bihu delicacies such as Pitha and Ladu will

also be distributed, along with special gifts to the institutions.
Expressing his thoughts on the occasion, Kapur said,

“Topcem feels proud to conduct this activity, which brings
joy to the inmates of these institutions who, otherwise, do
not have the opportunity to partake in such festivities. We are
committed to continuing this initiative in the years ahead.”
The inaugural program of Bohag Bihu – 2025 was held at

the Sonapur Government Old Age Home in Sonapur, Kam-
rup. 
Similar activities will be organised in the following loca-

tions over the coming days - Assam Sishu Kalyan Sadan,
Jalukbari; Kalyani Niwas, Rupnagar; Santaneer Old Age
Home, Amerigog, 9th Mile; Shishu Sarothi, Birubari; Seneh–
Bhabada Devi Memorial Home for Destitute Old Women,
Kahilipara; Amar Ghor Old Age Home, Pathar Quarry; Apon
Ghor Old Age Home, Ashadeep, Boko; Maa Kamakhya Old
Age Home, Bagharbari; Priyo Bandhu Bohumukhi
Vidyalaya, Sonapur; and Ananda Old Age Home, Tezpur.

The primary objective of this initiative is to instill the fes-
tive spirit of Bohag Bihu among the beneficiaries — children
from childcare homes and senior citizens in old age homes
— ensuring they experience a sense of belonging and happi-
ness during this special time. 
Furthermore, the initiative acknowledges the important

role played by voluntary organisations and individuals in bring-
ing social change and providing critical services to those in need,
especially to those living in difficult conditions.
“Topcem Cement has been consistently organising the

Bohag Bihu celebration in old age homes, orphanages, men-
tal health homes, and centers for specially-abled children
since 2010, and remains committed to spreading the festive
spirit of Bihu to these communities for years to come,” the
statement concluded stating.

Topcem Cement’s Annual Bohag
Bihu Celebration commences 

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: The JITO
North East (NE) Guwahati Chapter has
announced its participation in the up-
coming Viswa Navkar MahaMantra
Diwas, a global spiritual event set to be
observed on Wednesday, April 9, 2025. 
The international event will also be

held at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi,
where Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is expected to attend and speak on the
spiritual and cultural importance of the
Navkar MahaMantra in promoting
peace and unity. The Viswa Navkar
MahaMantra Diwas will witness col-
lective chanting across 108 countries,
aiming to foster spiritual harmony and
global well-being. 
In India, celebrations will take place

simultaneously in different regions
under the banner of the Jain Interna-
tional Trade Organisation (JITO), re-
flecting the unity and spiritual heritage
of the Jain community.

In Guwahati, the local observance
will be held at the Terapanth Dharmas-
thal, M S Road, Fancy Bazar, from 8:01
AM to 9:36 AM IST. 
JITO NE Chapter Chairman Sunil

Kathotia confirmed the details of the
city’s participation in this global event. 
Vice-Chairman Sanjay Chabra high-

lighted the significance of the Navkar

MahaMantra, describing it as a sacred
and universal prayer central to Jainism
that emphasises non-violence, compas-
sion, and spiritual purity. 
He said that the event intends to cre-

ate a positive vibrational force capable
of uplifting individual consciousness
and contributing to collective peace.
East Zone Advisor Nirmal Kotecha

extended an open invitation to commu-
nity members, spiritual seekers, and
well-wishers to join in the celebration,
which is being supported by the Jain
community globally and in Guwahati.
During a media interaction, an offi-

cial poster of the event was unveiled. 
The launch was attended by several

dignitaries, including Chairman Sunil
Kathotia, Vice Chairman Sanjay
Chabra, East Zone Advisor Nirmal
Kotecha, Advisor Shantilal Khater,
JITO Apex Committee Member Manoj
Bokaria, along with Nirmal Golcha,
Padam Choraria, and others.

JITO NE Guwahati Chapter announces 
collective chanting of Navkar Mahamantra

PM to join virtually from New Delhi 

Group to monitor possible import surge

MUMBAI, April 7: The rupee de-
clined 38 paise -- steepest in more than
five weeks -- to settle at 85.82 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar on Mon-
day amid the wide-spread global
turbulence over escalated tariff war and
fear of a global economic slowdown.
A steep decline in crude prices and a

weaker American currency failed to ar-
rest the fall in domestic currency due to
the withdrawal rush by foreign as well
as domestic equity investors, forex
traders said. They said the currency ex-
change markets globally faced extreme
volatility as investors tried to escape
risks, following the US administration’s
sweeping reciprocal tariffs on multiple
countries and China’s retaliatory move
on the American imports. On the do-

mestic macroeconomic front, market
participants were watchful as the Re-
serve Bank of India’s (RBI’s) monetary
policy committee began its three-day
deliberations on key interest rates. The
decision of the six-member rate-setting
panel will be announced on Wednesday.
At the interbank foreign exchange,

the rupee opened at 85.79 and moved
in a wide range between the high of
85.57 and the low of 85.90 against the
greenback during the day. The unit
ended the session at 85.82 (provisional)
against the dollar, registering a loss of
38 paise from its previous closing level.
Earlier, the domestic unit had wit-

nessed such a steep fall on February 25
when it depreciated 47 paise. On Fri-
day, the rupee settled 14 paise lower at

85.44 against the US dollar, a day after
gaining 22 paise on Thursday, follow-
ing the implementation of the US’ re-
ciprocal tariff on about 60 countries.
Anuj Choudhary, Research Analyst

at Mirae Asset Sharekhan, said the
rupee declined on risk-off sentiments in
global markets and a strong US dollar.
He said the rupee is expected to trade

with a negative bias due to weak global
markets and ongoing uncertainty
around trade tariffs.
“Selling pressure by FIIs may also

weigh on the domestic currency. How-
ever, weak crude oil prices may support
the rupee at lower levels. USD-INR
spot price is expected to trade in a range
of ` 85.50 to ` 86.20,” Choudhary
added. (PTI)

Rupee drops 38 paise to settle at 85.82 against US dollar

LPG price up ` 50, CNG by ` 1; 
import-dependent to meet its needs - has risen by 63 per cent to USD 629 per tonne in February

2025 from USD 385 in July 2023, he said. This necessitates LPG to be priced at ` 1,028.50 per
14.2-kg cylinder in Delhi. “But the public sector oil marketing companies have been so far mod-
ulating the prices,” he said, adding that the oil PSUs suffered under-recoveries or loss of ` 41,338
crore in the fiscal year ended March 31 (2024-25) on account of selling LPG below cost.
In view of the mounting losses, the prices have been moderately increased. “At current prices,

the cost of cooking per day using LPG for Ujjawala households is around ` 6.10 and that for gen-
eral users is ` 14.58, which is reasonable,” Puri noted. The rates, he said, will be reviewed every
month and any softening will be passed on to consumers.
The ` 50 per cylinder hike will only cover the future cost and for the past cost, the oil ministry

will seek budgetary support from the finance ministry. The additional accruals from the excise
duty hike can be used to compensate the oil companies for their losses, he said.
“It is our commitment to make good their losses.” As much as 16,000 crore litres of petrol and

diesel is consumed annually in the country and the ` 2 a litre excise hike could yield up to `
32,000 crore to the government.
While the mop up from excise duty hike on petrol and diesel will be solely at the disposal of

the central government, as SAED is out of the divisible pool with the states, the LPG price hike
of ` 50 per cylinder is likely to mop up ` 5,000-7,000 crore.
“The #ExciseDuty increase of ` 2 per litre on #petrol and #diesel by the Central Government

will not be passed on to the consumers. On the one hand, this will insulate the customers from
the price hike, while on the other hand, the collected amount may be utilised towards under-re-
covery of #LPG, providing relief to Oil Marketing Companies,” Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) -
the nation’s largest oil firm - said in a post on X.(PTI)

ISRO chief assures support
of the first phase by January 2026.” “During my meeting, Mr Narayanan was kind enough to

personally explain to me the fascinating workings of the cryogenic powered GSLV launch vehicle.
This same system will also be used in docking and berthing, while India prepares to send humans
during Mission Gaganyaan,” Sarma said.
The chief minister, earlier in the day, held a meeting with Krishan Kumar, the managing director

of National Highways and Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd (NHIDCL) to review the
status of key infrastructure projects in Assam being implemented by the agency.
The projects include the Rs 25,000 crore Guwahati Silchar Express Way, Numaligarh Gohpur

underwater tunnel and the expansion of the National Highway network from Baihata Chariali to
Tezpur and Gohpur to Kulajan. 
Sarma also held a meeting with the Union fertiliser secretary Rajat Kumar Mishra to discuss

the current progress of the brownfield ammonia complex at Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Cor-
poration Limited (BVFCL) in Namrup, which was recently approved by the Union Cabinet, and
to ensure its time-bound completion. (PTI)

Storm wreaks havoc in West
education in the area, leaving students and staff in dire need of support to rebuild and restore

normalcy. Authorities have yet to respond formally to the plea for help, but the community remains
hopeful that the KAAC will step in to provide the necessary resources and aid. As recovery efforts
begin, the resilience of West Karbi Anglong’sresidents shines through amidst this natural calamity.

‘Children should not fall
parents have to be vigilant about it, Singh added. Radical groups, religious or others, and mil-

itant groups also use the internet to recruit youth and there have been instances when they have
succeeded, though most such youth have been brought back to the mainstream later, he added.
Emphasising that parents need to keep tabs on what their children are looking for on the inter-

net, the top cop added, “Parents need to monitor, not to intrude. They must communicate with
their children so that they open up.”
Singh maintained that the productive use of the internet should be encouraged among children

and physical activities promoted so that they can develop their social skills also. (PTI)

Popularity must for success
Backing the concept of One Nation One Election (ONOE), Deb said if the Bill is passed the

country will be able to save money, time and spend much on development. “This is not a new
concept. Simultaneous elections have been practised in the country since independence but the
cycle was broken by the Congress. The Congress has toppled many elected governments in dif-
ferent states using Article 356,” Deb said. “Currently, simultaneous elections are being held in
three to four states. If the ONOE is implemented, huge money and time could be saved to under-
take development works,” the former Tripura chief minister said. Elections are conducted at the
expense of people’s money, he said. “If money is saved by implementing ONOE, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will launch more schemes for the welfare of the people,” he added. (PTI)

SC closes case as Centre
lapses on the part of NTA like the security breach at an examination centre in Jharkhand’s Haz-

aribagh where the rear door of the strongroom was opened and unauthorised people were per-
mitted to access question papers; transportation of question papers by e-rickshaws and distribution
of wrong set of question papers among the candidates. Aside from Radhakrishnan, other panel
members were Randeep Guleria, B J Rao, Ramamurthy K, Pankaj Bansal, Aditya Mittal and
Govind Jaiswal.
The bench said the remit of the committee, in addition to the areas suggested by the Centre

and the NTA, should encompass examination security and administration, data security and tech-
nological enhancements. The bench had asked it to further include policy and stakeholder en-
gagement, collaboration and international cooperation, and recommendations for providing
mental health support to students and training of NTA staff. Over 23 lakh students took up the
NEET-UG in 2024 for admissions to MBBS, BDS, AYUSH and other related courses. In No-
vember last year, the top court dismissed a petition seeking review of the August 2 verdict by
which it had refused to allow a fresh NEET-UG 2024 examination. (PTI)

Sitharaman to attend India-UK
UK financial ecosystem covering pension funds, insurance companies, banks, and financial

services institutions among others.
During the Austrian leg of the official visit, the Union finance minister will hold bilateral meet-

ings with senior Austrian government leaders, including with finance minister Markus Marter-
bauer, and federal chancellor Christian Stocker.
Sitharaman and Austrian minister for Economy, Energy and Tourism Wolfgang Hattmannsdor-

fer will co-chair a session with key Austrian CEOs to apprise them of existing and upcoming op-
portunities in India for deeper investment collaboration between the two countries. (PTI)

Will quit politics if someone 
He demanded that investigations be conducted and the culprits be booked immediately. “We

do not take money from any person, instead party workers spend their own money to cover the
functioning costs,” he added. A three-member team led by the party’s state general secretary (ad-
ministration) Ramanna Barua filed a complaint at Hatigaon police station against a person for al-
legedly circulating the fake audio clip.
Police said they were investigating the complaint. BJP spokesman Manoj Baruah in a statement

alleged that the Congress president continuously accuses the ruling party of corruption and exis-
tence of syndicates but ‘now the truth is out about who indulges in corruption’.
“The Congress is now trying to mislead the people by saying that these audio clips are fake

and are AI generated but the people of the state now know the truth”, he said. The Congress is
known for its widespread corruption and ‘their leaders have no moral right to give lessons on
principles and honesty to the ruling BJP’, Baruah said. (PTI)

CESHS signs MoU with GSI 
legacy, stating, “When we look at the numbers, the sheer scale and depth of GSI’s work over

nearly two centuries becomes evident. It has been a cornerstone of India’s scientific journey.”
While acknowledging CESHS as a relatively young institution, Tage emphasised its shared vision
with GSI and its ambition to make meaningful contributions to the field of earth sciences, not
only in Arunachal Pradesh but across the nation.
“The GSI’s work transcends academic and scientific boundaries. It holds national value by in-

forming development, shaping policy, and deepening our understanding of the very ground be-
neath our feet,” he added.
Speaking on the potential of the Arunachal Himalayas as a geothermal hotspot, Tage stressed

the untapped energy resources beneath the region’s surface. He expressed hope that the collabo-
ration would spark a new chapter in exploration, combining traditional knowledge with cutting-
edge science and channelling local insights into national progress. (PTI)

Prohibitory orders in Manipur’s 
scuffled with security forces in some areas, including IrongChesaba in Thoubal. Protests were

also held in Kshatri Awang Leikai, Kairang Muslim and Kiyamgei Muslim areas in Imphal East,
and Sora in Thoubal district, among other places. Security has been strengthened in Muslim-dom-
inated areas of the valley, with additional forces deployed, officials said.
The Waqf (Amendment) Bill was passed by the Lok Sabha on Thursday, and by the Rajya

Sabha in the early hours of Friday after marathon debates in both Houses of Parliament. The Act
aims to streamline the management of Waqf properties (assets permanently donated by Muslims
for religious or charitable purposes) with provisions to safeguard heritage sites and promote social
welfare. It also seeks to improve governance by enhancing transparency in property management,
streamlining coordination between Waqf boards and local authorities and protecting stakeholders’
rights. President Droupadi Murmu gave her assent to the Bill on Saturday. (PTI)
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HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, April 7: State
cabinet minister and Dibrugarh
MLA Prasanta Phukan on Monday
inspected the newly constructed
rail over bridge at Thana chariali
before its inauguration.

The bridge built in 1965 is one
of the historical bridge in Dibru-
garh which connects Thana
Chariali to Chowkidinghee but
due its reconstruction for last two
years, the people are facing
process to pass through the nar-
row stretch.

Everybody expected that the
over bridge will be inaugurated be-
fore Rongali Bihu and workers
were busy to give the final touch.

“Most of our works has been
completed. We are placing the
tiles. The colour work has been
finished. It will be completed
soon,” said a worker.

DRM Tinsukia recently re-
viewed the construction work of

the bridge. 
“For last two years, we are fac-

ing problem due to the construc-
tion work of the bridge. After the
inauguration of the bridge, the traf-

fic flow will be smooth. The Thana
chariali has become more con-
gested due to the construction
work of the bridge,” said a local
resident.

The ROB, which will be a two-
lane overbridge, is being con-
structed at a cost of Rs 57 crore,
with the expenditure being shared
equally by the Assam PWD and
NF Railway.

The reopening of the overbridge
is expected to bring great relief to
commuters who have faced traffic
diversions and delays over the past
months due to the ongoing con-
struction.

Assam chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma is likely to inaugu-
rate the over bridge  during his
visit to Dibrugarh in this month.

Jayanta Hazarika’s famous song
“Xuraat Mogon Bhoyal Raati” was
picturized on the Dibrugarh Over
Bridge in 1974. The film ‘Bristi’
by legendary director Deuti Barua
was shot in Dibrugarh with
renowned actors and actresses
such as Biju Phukan, Bishnu Khar-
garia, Ela Kakoti, Bindiya
Goswami among others.

Thana Chariali overbridge 
in Dibrugarh gets final touch

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, April 7 : The Nativers’ Institute of Bodology(NIB) on
Sunday organised the glorious 50 years of two iconic Bodo literary works
— “Okhrang Gonse Nangou” authored by late Bajendra Kumar Brahma
and “Hagra Guduni Mwi” by the late Nilkamal Brahma being held at the
Brajendra Kumar Brahma Seminar Hall, Central Institute of Technology
(CIT) in Kokrajhar.

As part of the ceremony, floral tributes were offered in honour of the
two legendary writers, followed by the felicitation of their family mem-

bers, recognizing their
lasting contributions
to the Bodo literature
and culture.

A special session to
discuss and reflect on
the literary value, cul-
tural relevance, and
continued impact of
“Okhrang Gonse Nan-
gou” and “Hagra
Guduni Mwi”, were
held which are re-
garded as founda-
tional works in the
canon of modern
Bodo literature.

The programme witnessed the presence of eminent dignitaries includ-
ing Dr Surath Narzary, Bodo Sahitya Sabha president, Assam cabinet
minister, Urkhao Gwra Brahma, and Sahitya Akademi awardee writers
Dr Anjalee Basumatary, Janil Kumar Brahma, and Prof Indira Boro,
among others.

The celebration not only paid homage to the literary pioneers but also
reignited interest among the younger generation in the richness of Bodo
literary heritage.

Minister Brahma recalled the contributions of prominent writers late
Brajendra Kumar Brahma and Nilkamal Brahma who authored the two
iconic books -” Okhrang Gonse Nangou and Hagra Guduni Mwi” which
contributed a lot towards the uplift and development of the Bodo literary
world. He said that the people of the region, especially Bodos has cele-
brated the glorious 50 years of the books that marked a remembrance of
the literary creativity of the prominent writers.

Two iconic Bodo literary works 
honoured in Kokrajhar

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: North
Cachar Hills Autonomous Council
conducted its Special Budget Ses-
sion for the financial year 2025-26
held at NCHAC Session on Mon-
day. The Budget was presented by
Donpainon Thaosen, Executive
Member in-charge of Finance.

In the budget speech, Thaosen
expressed his honour and privilege
in presenting the 13th Budget Es-
timate for the North Cachar Hills
Autonomous Council. The detailed
financial plan included both re-
ceipts and expenditures of the
Council. Thaosen emphasised the
strengthened fiscal framework,
and the enhanced discretionary
powers of the Council, citing the
Government of Assam’s continued
support, 

The total budget estimate for
2025-26 stood at `
1,002,11,14,000, which included 

` 312,66,57,000 for SOPD and 
` 689,44,57,000 for E.E. 

Notably, the Government has
also allocated ` 75 cr, as a Special
Grant to the Council.

Further, a provision of 
₹ 35,19,91,000 under E.E. has
been made to address pending
salaries and gratuities of the

Council employees, the salary of
Class I and II officers, and offi-
cers on deputation under
NCHAC.

To ensure financial discipline,
Thaosen emphasized the inclusion
of unspent fund balances from pre-
vious financial years, amounting to
` 151,00,00,000, into the current

budget. The Council aims to utilize
these resources judiciously for the
welfare and development of the re-
gion.

Additionally, the Council’s esti-
mated revenue receipt for the fi-
nancial year 2025-26 is projected
at ` 124,79,29,000, against an es-
timated total expenditure of 
` 269,75,07,000. Efforts to en-
hance revenue generation through
taxation, land revenue, royalties
from coal, limestone, and other
forest products, among others, are
underway.

While the budget reflects a clos-
ing deficit of ` 144,95,78, the
Council remains committed to ad-
dressing this gap through strategic
initiatives and sound financial
management.

The Session was attended by
Chairman Mohet Hojai, Executive
members and Members of Au-
tonomous Council.

NCHAC conducts special budget session 2025-26

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, April 7: More
than 3500 members from various
political parties and social organi-
sations have joined the ruling
United People’s Party Liberal
(UPPL) at different places in the
districts of Bodoland Territorial
Region on Monday.

In Bijni, 2000 new members
representing political parties in-
cluding BPF, GSP, Congress, and
social organisations have joined

the UPPL party at a programme
held at the Panbari under Bijni dis-
trict in the presence of CEM of
Bodoland Territorial Region and
UPPL president, Pramod Boro,and
several senior party leaders.

CEM of BTR, Pramod Boro,
senior party leaders have wel-
comed the newly joined members
with party mufflers and traditional
Aronai amidst a well attended
gathering on the occasion.

The peoples cutting across the

communities are coming forward
to extend support to the UPPL
party, and accordingly joined the
party.

In Tamulpur, more than 1500
new members from various politi-
cal parties under Darrangajuli
block joined the UPPL party at a
programme held at the Ku-
marikata. The UPPL party has
been now gaining popularity
amongst the citizens and commu-
nities across the region.

CEM Boro have hailed the
newly joined members, and wel-
comed them to the UPPL family.

“UPPL party continues to be
first choice for the people of BTR
as party has been rendering serv-
ices towards the welfare and devel-
opment of the society. This was
reaffirmed at Panbari Bazar, as
persons from all walks of life
joined our party at a Grand Joining
Programme after being inspired by
various developmental works un-
dertaken by our govt in the last 5
years. I’m glad to welcome them
to the party and urged them to ded-
icate themselves to dedicatedly
serve the people of BTR”, Boro
said.

Over 3500 new members join UPPL 

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: The 7th
Annual District Conference of Dis-
trict 322G, SANGAM was held on
April 5 and 6 2025 at ITA Centre,
Machkhowa, Guwahati, under the
esteemed leadership of District
Governor Lion Seema Goenka.

This grand congregation of serv-
ice and fellowship was inaugurated
by International Director Lion Raj
Kumar Agarwal, in the presence of
Guest of Honor Lion Kailashji
Lohia, alongside 900+ delegates
from Lower Assam, Meghalaya,
Barak Valley, and Tripura.

During the inaugural session, ID
Raj Kumar Agarwal emphasised
on the global impact of Lions
Clubs International, the world’s
largest service organisation, and
shared an inspiring vision for the
future. He announced that Lion A
P Singh from India will serve as

the International President for
2025-26, with a mission to expand
Lionism from 1.4 million to 1.5
million members under MISSION
1.5 ensuring more hands to serve
humanity.

As a mark of honor and appreci-
ation, Lions International be-
stowed several prestigious
recognitions upon distinguished
Lions for their exemplary contri-
butions:

PDG Lion Sudhir Choudhary re-
ceived the International Key
Award & Medal for sponsoring
200 new members.

International Presidential
Medal, the Second Highest Award,
was presented to PDG Lion Sudhir
Choudhary, Lion Tapash Saha,
Lion Nabina Mazumder, and Lion
Pratik Killa.

International Leadership Medal,
the Third Highest Award, was con-

ferred upon Lion Ritu Banka, Lion
Bijay Agarwal, Lion Bikash Agar-
wal, Lion Kishore Saboo, Lion
Vishal Beriwal, and Leo-Lion
Mayank Sureka.

Additionally, many members
were honored with Lions Interna-
tional President’s Appreciation
Certificates and Pins for their out-
standing support of the District
Governor’s initiatives.

Guest of Honor Lion Kailashji
Lohia, in his heartfelt address, ex-
pressed his delight in attending his
first-ever Lions Conference and
lauded the remarkable humanitar-
ian work being carried out by the
Lions of Northeast India. Moved
by their dedication, he made a gen-
erous contribution of *$100,000*
to the Lions Clubs International
Foundation (LCIF) and handed
over the cheque to ID Lion Raj
Kumar Agarwal.

SANGAM – 7th Annual District Conference

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, April 7: The
Indian Red Cross Society,
Margherita sub district Branch on
Monday organised a free medical
camp in the remote Ulup Pathar
MV School(Dumpani) located
under Inthem gaon panchayat of
Margherita Co-District on the oc-
casion of World Health Day on
Monday. 

The event aimed at addressing
the pressing urgent healthcare
needs of rural communities under
Margherita Co-District areas as it
turned into a beacon of hope for
the local residents.

Pabitra Borgohain, Secretary
of Indian Red Cross Society
Margherita sub district Branch,
kicked off the event with an in-
spiring welcome speech, shed-
ding light on the purpose of the
camp as “The majority of peo-
ple living in rural areas are the
driving force of our nation,” he
said. 

“Yet, this vital force often
grapples with numerous chal-
lenges, with health issues consis-
tently standing out as a primary

and critical concern” as Indian
Red Cross Society Margherita
sub district branch ongoing ef-
forts to alleviate these struggles
through health awareness pro-
grams and initiatives like this
medical camp added Pabitra Bor-
gohain. 

The camp offered an array of
free healthcare services, includ-
ing specialized check-ups for
women’s health, prenatal care,
neurology, eye care, dental care,
and general ailments where at-
tendees also benefited from free
blood sugar and hypertension
screenings, along with the distri-
bution of medicines and eye-
glasses at no cost said Pabitra
Borgohain.

The event was formally inau-
gurated by Dr Sanat Dutta, Su-
perintendent of Margherita Civil
Hospital, adding a touch of offi-
cial grace to the proceedings
where Dr Indira Neog, Dr Abhijit
Ojha, Dr Sudam Dori,Dr Payal
Ghosh, village defence party
members and local residents of
Ulup Pathar attended making the
programme a remarkable one.

Free medical camp 
in Margherita

Golaghat prepares for
panchayat elections

HT Correspondent
GOLAGHAT, April 7: The pan-
chayat elections in Golaghat district
will be held in the first phase on
May 2. The voting process would
start from from 7.30 am to 4.30 pm
for 8 zila parishads, 20 anchalik
parishads and 108 ward members in
1164 polling stations. Altogether
392783 male and 395646 female
voters would take part in this elec-
tion. The last date of filling nomina-
tions will take place on April 11 and
list of the candidates will be pub-
lished on April 17. Thereafter,
counting of votes would take place
on May 11. In the run-up to the elec-
tions the district administration has
laid emphasis on the model code of
conduct currently in place due to the
elections and has been hopeful that
the election would be held
smoothly. Further, state election
commission had mentioned that bal-
lot boxes will be used in the voting
process in the elections.

Miscreants attack
Goria Jatiya

Parishad leader 
HT Correspondent

NAGAON, April 7: Bakul Hus-
sain, a leader of the Asom Goria
Jatiya Parishad was brutally at-
tacked by four individuals coming
in a four wheeler last night. 

Hussian, is the Vice-President of
the Nagaon District Committee of
the minority organization.

Sources claimed that the attack
occurred last night at Panikhaiti
under the Nonoi Police Outpost.
Bakul Hussian was returning home
after closing his business establish-
ment when four assailants, traveling
in a four-wheeled vehicle, inter-
cepted and assaulted him. The at-
tackers also allegedly stole cash and
gold ornaments from Hussian.

The police have taken swift ac-
tion, arresting two individuals iden-
tified as Debjit Saikia and Manab
Saikia, in connection with the at-
tack. The other two accused are still
at large. 

Bakul Hussian’s brother, Bul-
moni Hussian, has filed a complaint
with the Nonoi Police Outpost this
morning, sources added further.

It’s reported that Bakul Hussian
has been actively involved in raising
awareness about the dangers of nar-
cotics in the community. Some lo-
cals suspect that the attack might be
linked to his anti-drug initiatives.
The community has demanded that
authorities take action against those
responsible for the attack.

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, April 7: A Chin-
tan Shivir was held on Monday
that focused on tackling the issue
of school dropout students in
Kokrajhar district.

The event was organised by the
District Administration of Kokra-
jhar, in collaboration with the De-
partment of Education and
Samagra Shiksha, at the KDSA In-
door Stadium.

The meeting was attended by
Gossaigaon MLA, Jiron Ba-
sumatary, Kokrajhar District Com-
missioner Masanda Magdalin
Pertin, BTC Director of Education
Jagadish Chandra Brahma, along
with principals of various educa-
tional institutions and representa-
tives from NGOs and stakeholders.

The Chintan Shivir was con-
vened in the wake of the dismal
performance of Sixth Schedule
districts in the recently declared
Gunotsav 2025 results, where BTR
districts such as Udalguri, Baksa,
Chirang, and Kokrajhar ranked at
the bottom across the state.

The meeting emphasized on
identification the underlying
causes of school dropouts and to

devise practical, sustainable strate-
gies to re-engage students with the
education system and to explored
ways to improve the overall educa-
tional scenario in the region.

The meeting stressed the need
for collaborative efforts at all lev-
els—government, institutional,
and community—to ensure univer-
sal access to quality education in
Kokrajhar and other Bodoland Ter-
ritorial Region (BTR) districts.

Several ssues including socio-
economic factors contributing to
dropout rates, lack of inclusive
learning environments, and urgent
need to reintegrate out-of-school

children. Emphasis was also laid
on promoting community partici-
pation, improving the quality of
teaching, and strengthening the
overall education infrastructure.

Speakers underlined that reduc-
ing dropout rates would require
collective responsibility and long-
term commitment from the gov-
ernment, educational institutions,
civil society, and families alike.

The shivir concluded with a call
for concrete action plans and coor-
dinated efforts to ensure that no
child in the Bodoland Territorial
Region was left behind in receiv-
ing quality education.

Chintan Shivir in Kokrajhar lays
stress on school dropout rates  

` 75 cr allocated as a Special Grant to the Council

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, April 7: A meeting with political parties
was held on April 5, under the chairmanship of the
District Commissioner Ankur Bharali to discuss the
preparations for the upcoming Panchayat Elections
2025.

The meeting was attended by the Superintendent of
Police (SP) Barun Purkayastha, District Development
Commissioner (DDC) Lakhinandan Saharia, Addi-
tional District Commissioner Twahir Alam, Election
Officer Ahmadullah Thakuria, and representatives of
various political parties.

During the meeting, officials shared the tentative
schedule for the elections and briefed attendees on the
nomination process. This included details about the
documents and affidavits required at the time of filing
nominations. The procedure for the allotment of elec-
tion symbols was also discussed, with special empha-
sis on the Gaon Panchayat level, where political party
representation is not expected this time. SP
Purkayastha provided a briefing to the meeting regard-
ing adherence to the Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
guidelines.

The administration also shared a list of authorized
officers who will be involved in the election process.
The representatives were informed about the approved
rates for various items commonly used during election
campaigns, which will be used for monitoring candi-

dates’ expenditure. In addition, a list of polling sta-
tions was provided to all political parties for their ref-
erence and preparation. It was further informed that
the Panchayat Elections 2025 as per government di-
rectives will be conducted at the Co-District Commis-
sioner (CDC) level for the functioning Co-Districts.

As per the finalized electoral rolls for Sonitpur dis-
trict, the total number of electors stands at 7,99,640,
which includes 3,98,906 male, 4,00,716 female, and
18 others category. The mapping count details include
20 Zilla Parishad Constituencies, 8 Anchalik Pan-
chayat Constituencies, 88 Gaon Panchayats, compris-
ing 880 wards and 1,070 polling stations.

The District Administration reiterated its commit-
ment to conducting free, fair, and transparent elections
and urged all political parties to extend their coopera-
tion for the smooth conduct of the electoral process.

Panchayat elections related all political party meeting in Sonitpur
HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, April 7: NFR
has been decided to operate ad-
ditional (04) four pairs of sum-
mer special trains. The trains
will run between SMVT Ben-
galuru-Narangi stations from
April 8 till May 3, Dibrugarh-
Kolkata stations from April 12
till June 30, SSS Hubballi-Kati-
har stations from April 9 till
May 3 and Silchar-Kolkata sta-
tions from April 10 till June 27.

Special train no 06559
(SMVT Bengaluru – Narangi)
Summer special, will depart
from SMVT Bengaluru at
23:40 hours from 8th April,
2025 (Tuesday)to reach
Narangi at 05:00 hours on Fri-
day. Similarly, train no 06560
(Narangi - SMVT Bengaluru)
Summer Special will depart
from Narangi at05:30 hours
from 12thApril, 2025 (Satur-
day)to reach SMVT Bengaluruat
09:45 hours on Monday. Both the
trains will run for 4 trips.

Summer special trains

Minister Prasanta Phukan inspects ongoing construction

I, Sri Amor Paul S/o late
Bijoy Paul, a resident of vil-
lage Natun Basti, Bakalia,
P.O. & P.S., Bakalia, district
Karbi Anglong, Assam do
hereby solemnly affirm and
declare this affidavit before
the Executive
Magistrate/Notary Public,
Diphu Court on this 04th
day of April, 2025,  that my
son’s name Sujay Paul has
been wrongly recorded as
Surja Paul with date of birth
written as 21/11/2012 in-
stead of the actual name and
date of birth as Sujay Paul
and date of birth 13/06/2014.

NAME CORRECTION

KAAC CEM assures
help to public
HT Correspondent

BOKAJAN, April 7: The chief
executive member (CEM) of Karbi
Anglong Autonomous Council
(KAAC), Tuliram Ronghang reit-
erated his love for the Karbis and
said that he would do his best to
help whenever they faced any trou-
ble. He was speaking at the public
meeting held at Rong Barim in
Karbi Anglong.

He said the people of Karbi
Rongbarim have been given land
pattas and will help them again
whenever needed. However he
cautioned the Rongbarim villagers
not to sell the land now that they
have secured the land pattas. 

It may be mentioned that Karbi
Rongbarim is situated on Assam-
Nagaland border area at Lahorijan.
The villagers faced attempts by
miscreants to evict them using
earth movers and machetes. The
village was also attacked by burn-
ing down houses.
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Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) was established
with a vision to bring in

“Cultural Nationalism,” in 1980.
The BJP is a national party and
is the most prominent member of
Sangh Pariwar family. The his-
tory and spirit of BJP can be
traced back to the Bharatiya Jan
Sangh (BJS). BJS, the predeces-
sor party of BJP, was founded in
1952 which won 3 seats in the
first Lok Sabha (LS) election in
India and continued as a political
party for 24 years. Subsequently
the BJS merged into the Janata
Party in 1977 and formed a
coalition government. BJP was
formed after the fallout of Janta
Party coalition government in
1979.

The man behind creating such
a large party with once single
objective was none other than
the great visionary, scholar and
leader Dr Syama Prasad Mook-
erji, drawing inspiration from
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya.
Pandit was an insightful leader
and guided the erstwhile BJS
party from 1953 to 1968.

Taking its genes from RSS and
the erstwhile BJS, BJP is dedi-
cated to the country’s unity, in-
tegrity, its inherent uniqueness,
social strength, individual char-
acter and cultural exclusivity
that have been the characteristic
of India.

With the principle of “Justice
for all and appeasement of none”
the Sangh(RSS), founded by Dr
K B Hedgewar (Doctorji) in
1925 and strengthened after
1940 by M S Golwalkar (Gu-
ruji). It believes the Hindu iden-
tity and culture as the foundation
of the county. To the Sangh, all
Indians, irrespective of their re-
ligion, region, caste, and creed
are equal.

In 1967 the BJS gained a sub-
stantial foothold in the Hindi-
speaking regions of northern
India. Ten years later the party,
led by Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
joined three other political par-
ties to form the Janata Party and
took over the reins of govern-
ment. Plagued by factionalism
and internal disputes, however,
the government collapsed in July
1979. The BJP was formally es-
tablished in 1980, following a
split by dissidents within the
Janata coalition, whose leaders
wanted to prohibit elected BJS
officials from participating in the
RSS. The BJS subsequently re-
organized itself as the BJP under
the leadership of Vajpayee, Lal
Krishan Advani, and Murali
Manohar Joshi.

On 4th April, 1980 the Na-
tional Executive of the Janata
Party adopted a resolution pro-
hibiting members of RSS to con-
tinue in the Janata Party. This
resolution was sequel to the fears
entertained by Chandrashekhar’s
Group and a few Socialists who
had not left the Janata Party
when the split caused by Ch.
Charan Singh took place and
others that the erstwhile Jana
Sangh would capture the party
on account its mass base and
large army of dedicated workers.
This development was antici-
pated by leaders and workers of
the Jana Sangh and RSS back-
ground in Janata Party. So they
had asked Jana Sangh workers
from all over the country to as-
semble at Delhi before the meet-
ing of the National Executive of
Janata Party and to be prepared
for all eventualities. The resolu-
tion adopted then was not ac-
ceptable to erstwhile Jana Sangh
constituent and to several other
leaders and persons in Janata
Party who had no RSS back-
ground. The Jana Sangh con-
stituent had sincerely worked
towards the strengthening and
smooth working of the Janata
Party. Even though it consti-
tuted the largest single con-
stituent of the Janata Party and
had a larger popular base in the
country it did not ask for pro-
portionate share either in
Janata Government or in Janata
Party and was content with
whatever was given to it. 

The Jana Sangh constituent
wanted Janata Party to succeed
and emerge as an alternative to
Congress which had ruled the
country for three decades prior
to 1977. In this background,
there was a feeling of regret and
unhappiness as well as of good
riddance and relief in the Jana
Sangh workers. The condition
imposed for membership of the
Janata Party was unacceptable.
No such condition was stipulated
when the Janata Party was
formed and this matter had been
settled before the merger of the
constituents to form Janata Party.
This being raised at this stage
was not for any genuine reason
arising out of the manner in
which Janata Party or Janata
Government was functioning
during 1977 to 1979, but for ul-
terior reason to control the party.
RSS had not interfered in any
manner either in the functioning
of party or government. Two

days after, the adoption of this
resolution the Jana Sangh work-
ers held a Conference on April 6,
1980 at the Kotla ground in
Delhi and decided to part com-
pany with Janata Party. The gen-
eral mood was of unhappiness
and of being forced to leave a
party which had been formed
under the inspiration of
Jayaprakash Narayan with high
hopes. There was, however, no
alternative. BJP was, thus,
launched on 6th April, 1980. 

Besides these there was a
galaxy of other leaders who
worked with dedication selfless-
ness and competence. These in-
cluded Nanaji Deshmukh,
Dr.Murli Manohar Joshi, S.S.
Bhandari, K.R. Malkani,
V.K.Malhotra, Kushabhau
Thakre, Jana Krishnamurthi, Ki-
darnath Sahani, J.P. Mathur,
Sundar Lal Patwa, Bhairon
Singh Shekhawat and Shanta
Kumar. Many eminent persons
who had no RSS background
such as Jethmalani, Shanti
Bhushan and Sikander Bakht
also joined the party. The leader-
ship available to the party was a
great asset. The party had also
inherited a disciplined, dedicated
and hard working cadre of work-
ers from Jana Sangh. The band
of workers available to the BJP
was willing to face any chal-
lenge. 

Thus, the BJP started with able
leadership and dedicated and
disciplined cadre on its journey
to become an alternative to Con-
gress and to work for making
India a developed and prosper-
ous country not only in the ma-
terial sense but also culturally
and spiritually in keeping with
its tradition and culture. Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee assumed the Pres-
identship of JP and L.K. Advani
became the General Secretary. It
was decided to convene a Ple-
nary Session of the party in De-
cember, 1980. The period
between April-December, 1980
was utilised for intense activity
throughout the country to build
the party. During this period,
about 25 lakh members of BJP
were enrolled. The plenary ses-
sion of BJP was held at ‘Samata
Nagar’ at Bombay on 28-30 De-
cember, 1980. 

Advani describes this conven-
tion as follows: “The Bombay
Convention of the BJP has been
universally acclaimed as a land-
mark in recent political history.
It has evoked sharp comments
from admirers and critics of the
party alike. Veteran statesman
M.C. Chagla, has described the
party as ‘a glimmer of hope’ in
an otherwise very depressing sit-
uation. In a symposium titled
‘The Challenge of 1981’ pub-
lished by Times of India’s Sun-
day Review (January 18, 1981),
Chagla wrote that “there is just a
glimmer of hope which is begin-
ning to show itself and that is the
extraordinary strength which this
new party, the BJP, has shown....
And if this party goes on from
strength to strength and receives
the support of people from all
over the country we might at last
have a democratic alternative to
Indira’s Government.”

The BJP led NDA Govern-
ment after it assumed charge in
1998 embarked on policy
changes and reforms in various
sectors to put economy on rails
and to promote growth with eq-
uity. The main issues con-
fronting the economy were:

(i) The need to tackle the high
gross fiscal deficit of the Centre
and State Governments together;

(ii) Low savings and invest-
ment;

(iii) High interest rates and re-
duced growth;

(iv) Adverse pressures on in-
flation, financial markets and ex-
ternal sector.

(v) Mounting interest pay-
ments leaving a declining share
of Government expenditure
available for essential functions
such as defence, law and order,
social services and public invest-
ment in infrastructure;

(vi) Redefinition and narrow-
ing of Government responsibili-
ties to focus on primarily social
sector;

(vii) Systematic efforts to re-
duce subsidies by targeting these
to the poorest segments of soci-
ety;

(viii) Disinvestments of com-
mercial undertakings such as
power utilities, transport under-
takings and others;

(ix) A concerted programme to
deploy user charges for eco-
nomic services rendered by Gov-
ernment;

(x) Systematic induction of in-
formation technology tools and
modern management practices to
enhance efficiency of gover-
nance and resource generation;

(xi) Institutional reforms nec-
essary to nurture modern-eco-
nomic growth. This requires
changes in legal and administra-
tive structures, reform of legal
system modernisation of laws,
regulations and rules which gov-

ern and influence economic
transactions;

(xii) Launching of effective
public programmes for irriga-
tion, agriculture and allied activ-
ities, agricultural research, rural
credit;

(xiii) Ensuring larger invest-
ment in agriculture and rural de-
velopment-promoting private
investment in this sector;

(xiv) Bringing about reform of
policies for agriculture trade,
pricing and marketing to bring
about rapid development of agri-
culture;

(xv) Removal of controls on
agricultural exports and import
controls;

(xvi) Giving priority to devel-
opment of infrastructure includ-
ing power, roads, ports,
telecommunications and civil
aviations;

(xvii) Providing dedicated,
high quality long-term private
investment in higher education,
skill generation;

(xviii) Reform of financial
sector by making structural
changes aimed at removal of
rigidities of the banking system
and tackling the problem of
weak banks and non-performing
assets;

(xix) Reforms in India’s exter-
nal economic policies relating to
foreign trade, investment, exter-
nal debt and currency convert-
ibility.

After identifying the major is-
sues and priorities, the Govern-
ment embarked on policy
initiatives to tackle these in a
systematic man-
ner. In 2003-04,
some major ini-
tiatives were
further an-
nounced like:

• Antyodaya Anna Yojana ex-
panded from April 1, 2003 to
cover an additional 50 lakh fam-
ilies raising the total coverage to
more than a quarter of all Below
Poverty Line (BPL) families in
2003-04.

• A community-based Univer-
sal Health Insurance Scheme
launched in July 2003.

• A special pension policy,
Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana,
guaranteeing an annual return of
9 per cent in the form of a
monthly pension scheme
launched in July 2003.

• National Programme for Ed-
ucation of Girls at Elementary
Level (NPEGEL) launched in
2003-04 for providing additional
components for education of
girls at elementary level.

• Pradhan Mantri Swasthya
Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) de-
signed with an objective, to pro-
vide AIIMS like institutions in
six backward states of Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
Orissa, Rajasthan and Uttaran-
chal.

• Unorganised sector workers’
social security scheme launched
in January 2004 on a pilot basis
in 50 districts in the country.

The question of reviving the
Jana Sangh was considered at
this meeting. But this idea was
not accepted. Vajpayee firmly
said: “No. We should not turn
back. We will make use of our
experience in the Janata Party.
We shall move ahead on the
strength of our original thinking
and principles.”  

According to the Constitution
of BJP the objective of the party
is as follows:

The party is pledged to build-
up India as a strong and prosper-
ous nation, which is modern,
progressive and enlightened in
outlook and which proudly
draws inspiration from India’s
ancient culture and values and
thus is able to emerge as a great
world power playing an effective
role in the comity of the nations
for the establishment of world
peace and a just international
order. The party aims at estab-
lishing a democratic state which
guarantees to all citizens irre-
spective of caste, creed or sex,
political, social and economic
justice, equality of opportunity
and liberty of faith and expres-
sion. The party shall bear true
faith and allegiance to the Con-
stitution of India as by law estab-
lished and to the principle of
socialism, secularism and
democracy and would uphold
the sovereignty, unity and in-
tegrity of India.

Five Commitments:
BJP adopted five principles

viz. ‘Our Five Commitments’.
They were:

1. Nationalism and National
Integration :

The first principle adopted
was ‘Nationalism and National
Integration’. In the era of Nation
States, the welfare of the people
depends largely on nation’s ef-
forts. 

Defence of national interests
should become the primary con-
cern of every Indian. India is one
nation and Indians are one peo-
ple; constituting and mutually
accommodating plurity of reli-
gious faiths, ideologies, lan-

guages, interest etc. People of
different faiths and different ide-
ologies should be able to co-
exist in peace and harmony with
one another. Those who have ex-
ternal or extra-territorial loyal-
ties or are engaged in anti-social
activities have to be kept out.

2. Democracy
Second commitment is to

‘Democracy, a fundamental
plank of the JP Movement. The
subversion of the democratic in-
stitutions had been going on for
a long time. To defend demo-
cratic institutions and norms and
to fight ceaselessly against
emerging fascist trend and to de-
fend democracy and fundamen-
tal rights was an important
commitment. In this regard de-
centralisation of administration
assumes importance. It is not
enough to have representative
democracy at the level of Parlia-
ment and State legislatures oper-
ating through bureaucracy but
also to have institutions of par-
ticipatory democracy at district,
Intermediate and Panchayat lev-
els with adequate powers and fi-
nancial resources guaranteed by
the Constitution in order to in-
volve people in the efforts for
national reconstruction and to
make them feel responsible for
shaping their own destinies.

3. Positive Secularism
The third commitment

adopted is ‘positive Secularism’,
that is ‘Sarva Dharma Sama
Bhavana’ based on moral values.
The Congress concept of secu-
larism identified it simply with

protection of
interests of reli-
gious minori-
ties with a view
to nursing com-

munal vote banks. It became a
respectable garb for appease-
ment of narrow communal and
sectional interests. No doubt,
protection of minority interests
is an important aspect of secular-
ism. But in its totality, secular-
ism is a much wider and more
positive concept. It constitutes
the bedrock of democracy. A
state that discriminates between
one citizen and another on
grounds of their faith, which
does not treat them equally, can-
not claim to be truly democratic
because one of the cardinal prin-
ciples on which democracy is
based is equality of all citizens.
Commitment to secularism is as
fundamental as commitment to
democracy. Secularism is also a
guarantee of nationalism and na-
tional integration. It is this broad
concept of secularism that BJP
subscribes to. A truly secular
state can be established only if a
sense of ‘Indianness’ gets in-
stilled in every citizen, irrespec-
tive of his religion, caste, region
or language. 

4. Gandhian Socialism :
The Fourth commitment is

‘Gandhian Socialism’. The BJP
adopts Gandhain approach to
socio-economic issues leading to
the establishment of an egalitar-
ian society free from exploita-
tion. Gandhian approach to
economy aims at decentralisa-
tion of power and regulating the
production and patterns of con-
sumption to ensure distributive
justice, which represents the
basic feature of integral human-
ist approach. Integral Humanism
demands a technology with a
human face. A technology which
provides employment and bread
to the hungry millions and eco-
nomic system, which is free
from exploitation. This is a must
for improvement of quality of
life. Bread, Freedom and Em-
ployment are also the Gandhian
first principles. In the Gandhian
framework, there is always a
scope for large, medium and small
and there need not be restriction
on any technology so long as it
does not debase human beings or
becomes an instrument of ex-
ploitation or neo-colonialism. 

5. Value-based Politics :
Fifth commitment adopted by

BJP is ‘Value-based Politics’. In-
tegral Humanism believes in a
value-based society. Political ac-
tivity without any commitment
to a set of norms and values be-
comes merely a self-seeking
game. Social and political life
should be guided by a set of
norms and values, the abridge-
ment of which should bring forth
social sanctions and punishment.
BJP will strive to build up such
a ‘value-based politics’ and,
thus, cleanse the public life and
restore moral values. Irrespec-
tive of caste creed, language, re-
gion, an average Indian
cherishes deep respect for values
like tolerance, contentment’s,
simple living, hardwork and
brotherhood. 

BJP emerged as the largest
single party in the LS election,
1996 and was invited by India’s
president to form a government.
However, its tenure in office was
short-lived, as it could not
muster the majority required to
rule in the 545-member lower
house. In 1998 the BJP and its

allies were able to form a major-
ity government with PM Vaj-
payee. In May of that year,
nuclear weapons tests ordered by
Vajpayee drew widespread inter-
national condemnation. After 13
months in office, coalition part-
ner All India Dravidian Progres-
sive Federation (All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazagham)
withdrew its support, and Vaj-
payee was prompted to seek a
vote of confidence in the LS,
which he lost by the margin of a
single vote.

BJP then contested the 1999
parliamentary elections as the or-
ganizer of the NDA, a coalition
of more than 20 national and re-
gional parties. The alliance se-
cured a governing majority, with
the BJP winning 182 of the
coalition’s 294 seats. Vajpayee,
as leader and was again elected
the PM. Although he sought to
resolve the country’s long-stand-
ing conflict with Pakistan over
the Kashmir region and made
India a world leader in informa-
tion technology, the coalition
lost its majority in the 2004 par-
liamentary elections to the Con-
gress Party’s United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) coalition, and
Vajpayee resigned from office.

Return to power
BJP’s fortunes began to rise,

largely because of the growing
discontent with Congress Party
rule. Narendra Modi, the long-
time Chief Minister of Gujarat,
was chosen to lead the BJP elec-
toral campaign, thus making him
the party’s candidate for PM.
The party won 282 seats out-
right, and its NDA partners
added 54 more. Modi was then
named head of the party, and
began forming a government
that included not only senior BJP
officials but also several leaders
from parties allied with the
coalition. Modi was sworn in as
the PM on May 26, 2014.

BJP rule included a mixture of
policies relating to the economy
and to promoting Hindutva. On
November 8, 2016, ₹ 500 and ₹
1,000 banknotes were demone-
tized with just a few hours’ no-
tice with the intent of stopping
'black money'. More than 99% of
the banknotes were returned and
replaced, indicating even black
money had been successfully ex-
changed and returned to circula-
tion. But the policy did broaden
the income tax base through in-
creased bank activity and stimu-
lated the use of cashless
transactions. In 2017 the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) was in-
troduced, reforming the collec-
tion of consumption taxes
nationwide. 

Meanwhile, the BJP appealed
to notions of Hindutva through
measures such as banning the
sale of cows for slaughter, a
move later overturned by the
Supreme Court. The party like-
wise legislated name changes for
certain jurisdictions. As both un-
employment and the cost of liv-
ing continued to rise and Modi’s
grandiose promises on economic
growth remained unfulfilled, the
BJP began suffering local elec-
tion losses. In 2018 the party lost
all 5 state elections held in No-
vember and December, includ-
ing those in its strongholds of
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and
Chhattisgarh. On the national
level, however, the party was
able to pull off a landslide vic-
tory in 2019 and even expanded
its representation in the LS. This
was in part due to the support it
gained after the government’s
handling of a security crisis in
Jammu and Kashmir(J&K) in
February 2019.

The party’s second term in
power was marked by swift and
heavy-handed actions. In August
2019 the BJP-led government
stripped J&K of its autonomy
and brought it under the direct
control of the union government.
Communications and movement
in the territory were severely re-
stricted during the transition. In
March 2020 the spread of the
global COVID-19 pandemic
prompted the government to im-
plement a strict national lock-
down until June. As restrictions
were eased, the BJP made efforts
to counter the economic impact
of the pandemic. Those efforts
included Modi’s use of executive
action to reduce obstacles to sell-
ing produce and to encourage
private investment.

The BJP aimed to secure 370
seats in the 2024 LS elections
even though it needed just over
272 seats to win. In a surprising
turn of events, it faced stiff com-
petition from the opposing
INDIA alliance and failed to se-
cure a majority on its own even
though its alliance, the NDA,
won enough seats to form the
government at the center.

The BJP has also become the
world’s largest political party
with 11 crore members under the
leadership of BJP National Pres-
ident Amit Shah. (The author
can be reached at 7002699011
or digantaraju@gmail.com)
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President Donald Trump’s declaration of April 2, 2025, as
“Liberation Day” marked a seismic shift in U.S. trade pol-
icy, with the imposition of sweeping reciprocal tariffs that

have sent shockwaves through the global economy. The new
measures include a universal 10% tariff on all imports, with
punitive rates as high as 54% for China, 46% for Vietnam, and
20% for the European Union, alongside a separate 25% levy on
foreign-made automobiles. Framed as a corrective to decades
of “unfair” trade practices, the policy has been celebrated by
the administration as a rebirth of American industry. Yet beneath
the rhetoric lies a complex web of economic consequences, re-
taliatory threats, and a potential reordering of global trade dy-
namics that could leave the U.S. and its allies grappling with
long-term instability. For American manufacturers, the tariffs
present a double-edged sword. On one hand, industries like
steel, automotive, and textiles - long battered by foreign com-
petition - may see short-term gains as higher import costs push
consumers toward domestically produced goods. The Alliance
for American Manufacturing, for instance, praised the move as
a lifeline for workers who have “seen unfair trade cut the ground
from beneath their feet for decades”. However, the reality is
more nuanced. Many U.S. manufacturers rely on global supply
chains, importing components like auto parts from Mexico or
semiconductors from Asia. The 25% tariff on foreign auto parts,
for example, could raise production costs for American au-
tomakers by $2,000 to $15,000 per vehicle, forcing them to ei-
ther absorb losses or pass expenses onto consumers. Small
businesses, from craft breweries to electronics assemblers, face
similar strains. The National Association of Manufacturers
warned that thin margins could collapse under the weight of
new tariffs, jeopardizing investments and jobs.

Consumers, meanwhile, are poised to bear the brunt of this
policy. Despite White House claims that tariffs act as a “tax
cut,” economists overwhelmingly agree that import taxes inflate
prices for everyday goods. Fruits and vegetables from Mexico,
clothing from Vietnam, and electronics from China - all staples
of American households - will become more expensive. The
Yale Budget Lab estimates that the average American family
could pay an additional $2,700 to $3,400 annually. Retailers,
already grappling with inflation, warn of unavoidable price
hikes, particularly for items like apparel and toys, which lack a
domestic manufacturing base. Even sectors temporarily spared,
like pharmaceuticals, face uncertainty as the administration con-
siders future investigations that could extend tariffs to critical
medicines. The global reaction has been swift and severe, sig-
nalling the onset of a protracted trade war.  The long-term im-
plications for global trade are profound. Trump’s tariffs
represent not just a tactical escalation but a philosophical rejec-
tion of the post-WWII liberal order.

Factually speaking, Trump’s tariffs are less a solution to glob-
alization’s discontents than a high-stakes gamble - one that pri-
oritizes political symbolism over economic stability. While the
administration touts “liberation” from foreign competition, the
costs - higher prices, lost exports, and a destabilized trading sys-
tem - will be borne by the very workers and consumers it claims
to protect. The world is now bracing for a new era of economic
nationalism, where the rules of trade are written not through co-
operation but through conflict, and the collateral damage could
reshape economies for decades to come.

A path to global
recession?
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
If you can’t feed a hundred people, 
then feed just one -Mother Teresa

BJP’s resurgence in Indian politics

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Diganta Barooah

By: Ben Chacko

Demonstrations across the
United States over the
weekend against Donald

Trump and his policies give the lie
to claims that all is lost in the
struggle for people’s rights and so-
cial justice against the conserva-
tive right and its far-right allies.

Of course, there are always the
defeatists — notably the “centre-
left” intellectuals — who insist
that the working classes on both
sides of the Atlantic are too stupid,
lazy, selfish and racist to resist in-
justice. In the words of Private
Frazer: “We’re all doomed!” Fas-
cism is inevitable.

Meanwhile, millions of protest-
ers of all colours, creeds and po-
litical affiliations, from the
centre-right to the real left, from
Los Angeles to Washington DC,
marched in defence of jobs,
women’s rights, the US constitu-
tion, the young, the elderly, the
sick, black communities, the
world’s poor and the Palestinians
against the Trumpian onslaught.

They face a deeply reactionary
Republican administration backed
by a sizeable section of ruthless
monopoly capital and a powerful
state apparatus. The US working
class, the labour and progressive
movements and the people will
need all the unity they can muster
to block the advance of the resur-
gent right and its proto-fascist el-
ements.

But as the worldwide pushback
grows against Donald Trump’s
global trade war, cracks will open
up within the ruling Republicans,
the monopoly capitalist class and
even within and between the
agencies of the state. Provided the
insurgents put not their trust in
Democratic Party politicians on
the big-business payroll, they can
generate their own vision, strate-
gies and leadership to turn back
the MAGA maniacs.

In Britain, too, the “centre left”
must not be allowed to divert or
demoralise the emerging opposi-
tion to Keir Starmer’s treacherous
regime and its pro-City, pro-
NATO policies. In many local

communities, people are begin-
ning to mobilise to defend their
public services, their social facili-
ties and their rights.

Never have such policies as a
wealth tax, public-sector house-
building and public ownership of
energy and public transport been
so popular. The Alternative Eco-
nomic Strategy is making a wel-
come comeback.

Protesters march every week
against the British government’s
sickening silence about — and
complicity in — the Israeli geno-
cide. Britain’s armed forces can
blast the Houthis and defend Israel
against incoming rockets, can
bomb and invade Serbia, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Libya and Yemen —
yet not a finger can be lifted to
protect defenceless Palestinians in
Gaza and the West Bank.

Public cynicism about the
West’s real motives for pouring
yet more weapons into the
Ukraine war cauldron instead of
genuinely seeking the end to a
conflict that did not begin with
Russia’s brutal incursion three
years ago. In Britain, we can build
a people’s mass movement around
these burning issues and, in the
process, expose the anti-working-
class politics of Reform UK,
whose four top officers made their
millions in banking, property de-
velopment or the City.

Again, though, we need unity to
be built on solid foundations.
These cannot include demands for
Britain to align itself with the EU
in a trade war against the US and
even China. Nor should there be
illusions that deep-seated prob-
lems which festered during
decades of EU membership can
somehow be more readily re-
solved by rejoining the big-busi-
ness club or its capital and labour
markets.

NATO rearmament must be op-
posed. The US-led cold war anti-so-
cialist alliance has now outlived the
Warsaw Pact by more than 30 years.
Clasping these two serpents to its
bosom would spell suicide for any
people’s movement that stands for
public services, social justice, peace
and solidarity. (IPA Service)

Protests in the US show
how a people’s mass

movement can be rebuilt 
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Aurangzeb’s tomb: A reflection of imperial
decline and historical controversies

Why does the universe exist?

By: Dipak Kurmi

Three days after violent clashes
erupted in Nagpur, authorities
partially lifted the curfew in af-

fected areas on March 20, 2025. At the
heart of the unrest is the tomb of the
Mughal emperor Aurangzeb, a historical
site now embroiled in contemporary po-
litical and ideological disputes. The
Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) and other
Hindutva organizations have called for
its removal, reigniting discussions on the
legacy of one of India’s most controver-
sial rulers. While Aurangzeb died over
300 years ago, on February 20, 1707, his
unassuming grave, once largely forgot-
ten, has become a focal point of modern
conflict. However, beyond the present-
day turmoil, the emperor’s burial site
and his final years offer profound les-
sons on the rise and fall of empires, the
fragility of power, and the ironies of his-
tory.
The Final Years of Aurangzeb: An

Empire in Decline
Aurangzeb reigned for nearly five

decades, the longest rule of any Mughal
emperor. Under his dominion, the em-
pire reached its territorial zenith but also
sowed the seeds of its eventual down-
fall. By the late 17th century, his reign
was marked by an agrarian crisis, grow-
ing discontent among the nobility, and
relentless military conflicts, particularly
against the Marathas in the Deccan. As
the empire’s administrative efficiency
crumbled, regional forces such as the
Marathas gained strength, posing a for-
midable challenge to Mughal authority.
It was during one of these prolonged

military campaigns in the Deccan that
Aurangzeb met his end. Nearing the age
of 90, the emperor succumbed to illness,
leaving behind an empire that was frac-
turing under its own weight. Unlike his
predecessors, who were buried in
grandiose mausoleums reflecting the
splendor of their reigns, Aurangzeb had
explicitly instructed a simple burial, ad-
hering to Islamic austerity. His grave lies
within the dargah complex of Sheikh
Zainuddin, a 14th-century Chishti Sufi
saint in Khuldabad, Maharashtra.
Austere in Death: Aurangzeb’s Un-

adorned Grave
Aurangzeb’s tomb starkly contrasts

with those of his forebears. While Hu-
mayun, Akbar, Jahangir, and Shah Jahan
rest in grand edifices visited by tourists
worldwide, Aurangzeb’s burial site is
modest and unembellished. Saqi
Musta’d Khan’s Maasir-i-Alamgiri, later
translated by historian Sir Jadunath
Sarkar, provides a detailed account of
his burial: “According to His Majesty’s
last will, he was buried in the courtyard
of the tomb of Shaikh Zainuddin [at
Rauza, near Daulatabad] in a sepulcher
built by the emperor in his own lifetime.
The red stone platform over his grave,
not exceeding three yards in length, two
and a half yards in breadth, and a few
fingers in height, has a cavity in the mid-
dle. It has been filled with earth, in
which fragrant herbs have been
planted.”
Over time, his grave received a mini-

mal enhancement. American historian
Catherine Asher, in Architecture of
Mughal India, notes that Aurangzeb’s
open-air tomb was originally marked by

a simple stone cenotaph. In the early
20th century, British Viceroy Lord
George Curzon had a white marble
screen erected around the grave, not as
an endorsement of Aurangzeb’s policies,
but in acknowledgment of his status as
one of India’s longest-reigning mon-
archs.
The Significance of Khuldabad: A

Chosen Resting Place
Aurangzeb’s decision to be buried in

Khuldabad, formerly known as Rauza,
carries historical and religious signifi-
cance. The site is home to the shrines of
many revered Sufi saints, and Au-
rangzeb, despite his rigid Sunni ortho-
doxy, expressed reverence for Sufism.
This paradox is emblematic of the com-
plexities in his character; while he en-
forced strict Islamic laws, he chose to be
buried in a place associated with Sufi
mysticism, which often diverged from
orthodox interpretations of Islam.
The tomb complex also houses the

graves of his son Azam Shah, who
briefly ascended the Mughal throne, and
the first two Nizams of Hyderabad—
Asaf Jah I and his son Nasir Jung. This
further cements Khuldabad’s impor-
tance as a resting place for key figures
in India’s early modern history.
The Contradictions in Aurangzeb’s

Legacy
Aurangzeb’s legacy remains deeply

polarizing. Historian William Dalrym-
ple describes him as a “depressingly pu-
ritanical figure,” enforcing bans on
music, art, and public celebrations that
were hallmarks of the Mughal court.
Yet, his actions defy simple categoriza-
tions. Despite his austere religious poli-
cies, his choice of burial site reveals a
continued esteem for Sufi saints, whose
beliefs often ran counter to strict ortho-
doxy.
His tomb is notably similar to that of

his elder sister, Jahan Ara, who is buried
in a simple grave within the Nizamuddin
Auliya dargah in Delhi. Ironically, Jahan
Ara had been a staunch supporter of
Prince Dara Shikoh, Aurangzeb’s rival
in the succession battle. Dara Shikoh,
known for his syncretic religious views,
was executed on Aurangzeb’s orders,
yet the contrast between their religious
inclinations is blurred by the striking
similarities in their final resting places.
Tomb Architecture as a Reflection of

Mughal Fortunes
The grand tombs of earlier Mughal

emperors symbolized imperial stability
and prosperity. In contrast, Aurangzeb’s
modest grave serves as a reminder of the
Mughal Empire’s decline. Historian
Michael Brand, in his research paper Or-
thodoxy, Innovation, and Revival: Con-
siderations of the Past Imperial Mughal
Tomb Architecture, observes that “while
Babur and Aurangzeb willed their own
simple burials, Humayun, Akbar, and
Jahangir were all entombed in structures
built by their sons and successors. It can
be asked whether Mughal tombs were
really erected to commemorate dead
emperors or as victory monuments for
the survivors of internecine warfare.”
Aurangzeb’s grave signifies that, un-

like his predecessors, he lacked power-
ful successors capable of cementing his
legacy through grand architecture. The
Mughal Empire, from Babur to Au-
rangzeb, had in a sense come full cir-
cle—an empire that began with Babur’s
modest burial in Kabul ended with Au-
rangzeb’s simple tomb in Khuldabad.
A Dying Emperor’s Reflections
Aurangzeb himself was acutely aware

of his failures. In his last days, he
penned a letter to his son, Prince Azam,
filled with regret and existential reflec-
tion. Historian Jadunath Sarkar, in A
Short History of Aurangzib, quotes the
letter: “I know not who I am and what I
have been doing. I have not at all done
any (true) government of the realm or
cherishing of the peasantry. Life, so
valuable, has gone away for nothing.”
These words, spoken by a ruler once
feared across the subcontinent, reflect
the weight of his unfulfilled aspirations.
Lessons from Aurangzeb’s Grave
Aurangzeb’s tomb, unassuming yet

historically profound, encapsulates the
contradictions of his reign—religious
rigidity versus personal reverence for
Sufi saints, imperial ambition versus ad-
ministrative failure, and power versus
ultimate humility in death. Whether
viewed as a tyrant or a ruler who upheld
his convictions, his resting place stands
as a testament to the impermanence of
power. In the modern era, where histor-
ical grievances fuel contemporary con-
flicts, Aurangzeb’s life and legacy serve
as a crucial reminder that history is sel-
dom black and white—it is a landscape
shaped by paradoxes, ambitions, and, ul-
timately, the passage of time. (The
writer can be reached at dipakkur-
miglpltd@gmail.com)

Ghibli’s world vs. reality: A struggle 
between art, employment, and originality

By: Priyanka Saurabh

If we look at the real world, employ-ment is necessary. Without a job or
business, one cannot fill their stom-

ach just by getting lost in the beautiful
world of Ghibli. But art is also neces-
sary for mental peace and inspiration.
This is why Ghibli-style images and
videos have become a trend on social
media. People are passing time by
watching it on Pinterest, Instagram, and
TikTok; some are trying it themselves
and are creating Ghibli-style images
with the help of AI tools.
Ghibli-style images and videos have

become very popular on social media
these days. With the help of AI tools,
anyone can now create Ghibli-like im-
ages without art skills. People are shar-
ing aesthetic GIFs and wallpapers made
of Ghibli movie scenes on Pinterest and
Instagram. TikTok and Reels are creat-
ing fun content by adding relatable
audio or quotes to Ghibli scenes. Some
AI tools can now even convert your real
photos into Ghibli style, giving people
a fairytale look to their photos. This trend
is not just limited to entertainment, but it
is giving rise to a big debate—can AI-gen-
erated art replace real art?
AI-generated Ghibli-style imagery

has raised questions about originality.
Artists used to have to spend months of
effort to create Ghibli-like paintings, but
now AI can create something similar in
seconds. People are relying on ready-
made art instead of thinking for them-
selves. Real artists are now forced to
compete with AI-generated content. The
idea of doing something “different” is

slowly dying out due to AI and tem-
plates. If art is reduced to just a trend,
originality will slowly fade away. The
solution is for people to take inspiration
from the Ghibli style and create their
own unique stories and art, rather than
just copying what is available on the in-
ternet. The soul of Ghibli is not just in
its beautiful visuals but in its deep sto-
ries and emotional connection.
If someone loves the Ghibli world

enough to want to add to it, it can also
become a source of employment. For
example, digital artists can make money
by creating Ghibli-style art. Merchan-
dise businesses (posters, stickers, cloth-
ing) can generate income. Creating
Ghibli-style content on YouTube and
social media can be a career option. In
the animation industry, original short
films and series inspired by Ghibli can
be created. Game design and VFX stu-
dios can also build careers by adopting
a Ghibli-like visual style. However,
being immersed solely in the Ghibli
world can be detrimental. Real-life
tasks get put off, and people can lose
productivity. If someone is caught up in
just watching animation and not focus-
ing on their career, this can become a
problem.
The world of Ghibli is idealistic—

where everything is beautiful, peaceful,
and magical. But the real world is full
of struggle, stress, and hardship. If
someone is always looking for a life
like Ghibli, the real world can seem dull
and difficult. Waste of time: People
spend hours watching Ghibli movies,
Pinterest art, AI-generated images, and
Instagram reels. One does not even re-

alize when this “time pass” turns into
“time waste.” If someone is just caught
up in watching animation but should be
focusing on their career, it can be detri-
mental.
If someone is always looking for a

Ghibli life, the real world can seem dull
and difficult. Some people may even
lose motivation and ambition because
of this. The Ghibli style has become so
popular that many artists are simply
copying Ghibli-style art instead of de-
veloping their own style. Enjoy the Ghi-
bli style, but don’t get lost in it. If you
like art, turn it into a skill that can earn
you money. Don’t ignore your career
and life goals—work is important; art is
just for relaxation. Maintain original-
ity—be inspired by Ghibli, but develop
your own unique style. Manage time—
enjoy art and entertainment, but don’t
ignore work and responsibilities.
The magic of Ghibli is beautiful, but

if it starts to affect our real lives, it can
be harmful. It’s important to find a bal-
ance between art and career and fantasy
and reality! Ghibli-inspired art can be
turned into a career—it can be used in
digital art, merchandise, YouTube con-
tent, and the animation industry. But
getting lost in the world of Ghibli alone
can be harmful—it can lead to a waste
of time, an impact on careers, a discon-
nect from the real world, and a lack of
originality.
The solution is to create something

new and original with the inspiration of
Ghibli and not just copy it. It is impor-
tant to maintain a balance between art
and employment so that we can take full
advantage of both aspects of life.

The future of libraries in modern society

By: Satyabrat Borah 

The question of why the universe exists is one of
the deepest mysteries of human thought. We live
in a vast and complex universe, filled with stars,

planets, and life. But why is there something instead
of nothing? This question has puzzled philosophers,
scientists, and thinkers for centuries. Some have tried
to answer it using science, others with philosophy, and
some with spiritual beliefs. Yet, no single answer has
satisfied everyone.
When we look around, we see that everything has a

cause. A tree grows from a seed, a river flows from a
source, and even our own lives come from our parents.
This makes us wonder: what caused the universe? Did
it appear by itself, or was there something that brought
it into existence? Science tries to explain this by look-
ing at the Big Bang theory. According to this idea, the
universe started from a tiny point and expanded into
what we see today. But even if this is true, we still ask:
what caused the Big Bang? Why was there something
to begin with?
Some people believe that the universe has always

existed in some form. They argue that there was never
truly "nothing." Maybe the universe keeps changing,
going through cycles of birth and death. Others believe
that something beyond the universe, something outside
our understanding, created everything. This could be a
higher power, a force, or an unknown principle.
There is also the idea that "nothing" is not really pos-

sible. When we imagine nothing, we usually think of
empty space. But even space is something. True noth-
ingness would mean no space, no time, no energy, and
no possibility for anything to happen. Some scientists
argue that even in what seems like empty space, there
are tiny energy fluctuations. If this is the case, maybe
the universe appeared naturally from these fluctuations.

Philosophers have also thought deeply about this
question. Some suggest that the universe exists simply
because it is possible. If something can exist, maybe it
eventually will. Others say that the question itself
might not make sense. They argue that asking "why"
assumes there must be a reason, but maybe existence
just is.
Some people find comfort in religious or spiritual

explanations. Many religions teach that a divine power
created the universe. They believe that the universe ex-
ists for a purpose, even if we do not fully understand
it. For them, the question is not about science or logic,
but about faith and meaning.
Another interesting idea is that our universe is just

one of many. Scientists have proposed the concept of
a multiverse, where countless universes exist with dif-
ferent rules and realities. If this is true, our universe
might just be one of many possibilities, and the ques-
tion of "why" might not have a single answer.
Some thinkers suggest that the universe exists be-

cause we are here to observe it. This idea, known as
the anthropic principle, says that if the universe were
different, we would not be here to ask the question. So,
in a way, the universe exists because it allows con-
scious beings to exist and wonder about it.
Despite all these ideas, we still do not have a final

answer. Maybe the question is too big for us to under-
stand right now. Science is always discovering new
things, and perhaps one day we will get closer to an
answer. Or maybe the question itself will change as we
learn more.
Even without a clear answer, the question itself is

valuable. It reminds us of our curiosity, our desire to
understand, and our place in the universe. Whether we
look to science, philosophy, or faith, searching for
meaning is part of being human. The universe exists,
and so do we. Maybe that is the greatest mystery of all.

By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

Libraries have long been re-
garded as the repositories of
knowledge, serving as sanctu-

aries of learning and intellectual
growth. Their role in society has
evolved significantly over the cen-
turies, and as we navigate the com-
plexities of the 21st century, it
becomes increasingly clear that li-
braries remain integral to our social,
educational, and cultural fabric. The
future of libraries, however, hinges on
their ability to adapt to a rapidly
changing world, one where digital
technologies, shifting societal needs,
and new methods of information dis-
semination continue to reshape the
landscape of knowledge acquisition.
In the past, libraries were primarily

defined by their physical collec-
tions—books, manuscripts, and
printed materials. These collections
were the centerpiece of libraries, and
for centuries, the library was synony-
mous with the concept of the book.
But today, in a world where informa-
tion is often digitized, and the internet
provides instant access to a wealth of
data, the traditional image of the li-
brary is no longer sufficient. The idea
of the library as a mere storehouse of
books has been replaced by a more
dynamic, multifaceted view of li-
braries as hubs of learning, creativity,
and community engagement.
One of the most significant changes

to the future of libraries lies in the
digital transformation they are under-
going. The advent of the internet, dig-
ital archives, and online resources has
opened up new possibilities for how
libraries function. No longer are li-
braries simply places where people go
to read books—they have become
centers of digital access, offering a

vast array of electronic resources. E-
books, digital journals, academic
databases, and online learning plat-
forms are just some of the many of-
ferings now available through
libraries. This digital shift allows li-
braries to transcend physical bound-
aries, providing access to information
from virtually anywhere in the world.
As more people gain access to the in-
ternet and digital devices, libraries
will continue to expand their role as a
bridge between people and informa-
tion, enabling access to knowledge
that would otherwise be out of reach
for many.
In addition to serving as portals to

digital resources, libraries have also
embraced new technological tools
that enhance their ability to serve their
communities. The integration of ad-
vanced technologies such as artificial
intelligence, virtual reality, and data
analytics has the potential to trans-
form the way libraries operate and en-
gage with patrons. For example,
AI-powered tools can help patrons
find information more efficiently, per-
sonalize recommendations, and en-
hance the search for scholarly
resources. Virtual reality (VR) offers
immersive experiences that can en-
hance learning, from virtual tours of
historical landmarks to simulated lab-
oratory experiments. Data analytics
can be used to improve library serv-
ices by analyzing patron usage pat-
terns, streamlining operations, and
tailoring programming to meet the
needs of the community. As libraries
continue to adopt and integrate these
emerging technologies, they will in-
creasingly position themselves as for-
ward-thinking institutions capable of
meeting the evolving needs of mod-
ern society.
Another significant aspect of the

future of libraries is their role in fos-
tering community engagement. Tradi-
tionally, libraries have been viewed as
quiet spaces for individual study and
research. However, in recent years,
there has been a shift toward making
libraries more interactive and inclu-
sive spaces for social and community-
driven activities. Libraries are
increasingly seen as community hubs
where people of all ages, back-
grounds, and interests can come to-
gether to learn, collaborate, and
exchange ideas. This evolution is ev-
ident in the growing number of li-
braries offering programs and
services that go beyond book lending,
including workshops, public lectures,
art exhibitions, and social events. Li-
braries are also taking on a more ac-
tive role in addressing social issues,
such as providing support for individ-
uals facing homelessness, helping im-
migrants navigate legal systems, and
offering services for marginalized
groups. As the role of libraries ex-
pands, they will continue to serve as
safe spaces where people can engage
with one another and with the re-
sources that allow them to improve
their lives.
The future of libraries will also be

shaped by their increasing emphasis
on inclusivity and accessibility. As
our society becomes more diverse, li-
braries must strive to ensure that their
services are accessible to all individ-
uals, regardless of their background,
language, or abilities. Libraries are
uniquely positioned to serve as inclu-
sive spaces where people from differ-
ent walks of life can find resources
that meet their needs. This includes
offering multilingual collections, pro-
viding resources for individuals with
disabilities, and ensuring that libraries
are physically accessible to everyone.

Libraries can also play a pivotal role
in promoting social justice by offering
programs that address pressing issues
such as racial inequality, gender dis-
crimination, and economic disparity.
By making their services more inclu-
sive, libraries will not only continue
to serve as equalizers but also as pow-
erful agents of positive social change.
As libraries continue to embrace

digital technology, there is also an in-
creasing focus on the preservation of
digital information. While the digital
age has revolutionized access to infor-
mation, it has also presented new
challenges in terms of preserving and
archiving digital content. Unlike
physical books and manuscripts,
which have a longer shelf life, digital
files can become obsolete quickly as
technology evolves. The future of li-
braries, therefore, must also involve a
commitment to preserving digital
knowledge for future generations.
This will require libraries to invest in
digital archiving, ensuring that vital
information is stored in formats that
will remain accessible and usable in
the years to come. By doing so, li-
braries can safeguard the vast amount
of digital knowledge that is being cre-
ated and ensure that it remains avail-
able for future research, education,
and discovery.
Another critical aspect of the future

of libraries is their role in education.
Libraries have long been integral to
formal education, providing students
with access to research materials,
textbooks, and academic resources.
However, the educational landscape
is changing, with more emphasis
being placed on digital learning and
alternative methods of education. As
the future of education continues to
evolve, libraries will play an increas-
ingly important role in supporting

lifelong learning. Libraries can offer
a wealth of resources for individuals
looking to further their education out-
side of traditional academic institu-
tions, including online courses,
certifications, and professional devel-
opment programs. In addition, li-
braries will continue to be essential in
supporting K-12 education, providing
students with research materials, tu-
toring, and educational programs that
complement classroom learning.
Moreover, libraries will play an es-

sential role in addressing the issue of
information literacy. In an age where
misinformation, fake news, and
media manipulation are widespread,
the ability to critically assess and in-
terpret information is more important
than ever. Libraries have always been
centers of information literacy, teach-
ing individuals how to find, evaluate,
and use information effectively. As
we look to the future, libraries will
continue to be at the forefront of this
movement, offering resources, work-
shops, and programs that promote
critical thinking and media literacy.
This will help individuals navigate the
complexities of the modern informa-
tion landscape, empowering them to
make informed decisions and con-
tribute to a more informed society.
Despite the promise of these excit-

ing possibilities, there are also chal-
lenges that libraries will face as they
adapt to the future. One of the most
pressing challenges is funding. As li-
braries become more digitally ori-
ented and embrace new technologies,
they will need to secure adequate re-
sources to sustain these advance-
ments. Libraries are already facing
financial pressures, and without ade-
quate funding, it will be difficult for
them to continue expanding their
services and staying current with

technological trends. Public libraries,
in particular, may face difficulties in
maintaining their relevance as gov-
ernments prioritize other areas of
funding. To ensure that libraries re-
main vital institutions, there must be
a continued commitment to support-
ing them through public funding,
grants, and private partnerships.
Another challenge is the digital di-

vide. While digital technology offers
vast opportunities for expanding ac-
cess to information, not all individu-
als have equal access to the internet
or the necessary devices to take full
advantage of these resources. Li-
braries can play a key role in bridging
this divide by providing free access to
computers, the internet, and digital lit-
eracy training. However, this will re-
quire ongoing efforts to ensure that all
members of society, regardless of so-
cioeconomic status, have the tools
and knowledge to participate in the
digital world.
In conclusion, the future of libraries

in modern society is filled with poten-
tial. As society continues to change, li-
braries must evolve to meet the needs
of their communities. The digital trans-
formation, the expansion of commu-
nity-focused services, the emphasis on
inclusivity, and the commitment to
preserving digital knowledge will de-
fine the library of tomorrow. Libraries
will remain central to education, intel-
lectual development, and the fight for
social justice. They will continue to
serve as bridges to knowledge, foster-
ing a more informed, engaged, and eq-
uitable society. By embracing
innovation while staying true to their
core mission of providing free access
to information, libraries will continue
to be an essential part of our collective
future. (The author can be reached at
himangshur1989@gmail.com)
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BEIJING, April 7: The frequent
high-intensity drills conducted by
the Chinese military around Tai-
wan by air, land, sea, and missile
forces are raising concerns in the
island about whether its military
would have sufficient time to re-
spond to a potential Chinese attack.
These drills by the People’s Lib-

eration Army (PLA) are gradually
narrowing the beleaguered island’s
strategic space through a “salami-
slicing” approach, according to a
report.
Apprehensions are mounting

that these high-profile drills may
escalate into an attack with Taiwan
having no time to respond. China
claims the island as part of its
mainland, asserting that it will take
over it through peaceful means or
otherwise.
Early this month, China held

two-day large-scale military drills
around Taiwan, which the PLA said
tested its integrated joint operation
capabilities and focused on block-
ade enforcement of the estranged
island.
It was the sixth large-scale exer-

cise conducted by the PLA since
August 2022.
Besides concerns over a real at-

tack, there is a growing concern
over whether the Taiwanese mili-
tary would be able to respond
quickly enough as the PLA contin-
ues its strategy of gradually eroding
buffer zones, the Hong Kong-based
South China Post quoted military
officials from Taipei as saying.
One former Taiwanese Air Force

commander warned that if the Chi-
nese warplanes could reach Taipei
within three minutes of crossing

the median line in the Taiwan
Strait, which separates China and
Taiwan, it would be too quick for
the island’s air force to respond.
“The scale and complexity of

these drills suggest that the PLA is
building an operational familiarity
with an attack scenario,” Arthur
Chi, a military analyst at Taiwan’s
Institute for National Defence and
Security Research, a government
think tank said.
“Through these exercises, the

PLA is also testing how Taiwan
military responds using it as a ref-
erence for future combat planning,”
Chi said.
Analysts agreed that Beijing’s

incremental encroachment tactics –
commonly referred to as “salami
slicing” – were blurring the line be-
tween routine drills and acts of ag-
gression, the report said.
“Salami slicing” is the most fre-

quently aired concern along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) di-
viding India and China where the
Chinese military is accused of

gradual encroachment of disputed
territories.
In Taiwan, each exercise ex-

panded the PLA’s operational foot-
print, eroding long-standing norms
such as the median line and testing
the island’s responses, the analysts
said.
Chi said the PLA’s gradual en-

croachment into Taiwan’s air and
sea defence spaces was even more
concerning.
Taiwan’s defence ministry ear-

lier confirmed that some PLA war-
planes and ships came close to the
island’s contiguous zone, which ex-
tends 44.4km from the coast.
“Each step appears minor in iso-

lation but contributes to a broader
erosion of Taiwan’s strategic
space,” Chi said.
Taiwan officials have been as-

serting that China is finalising
plans to attack the island in 2027
but strategic analysts aver that Rus-
sia’s attack on Ukraine and US
President Donald Trump’s open as-
sertions to take over Greenland is-

land near Denmark and seize con-
trol over Panama Canal may em-
bolden Beijing to advance its
military plans.
These drills have raised concern

in Taipei that such an exercise
could seamlessly transition into an
attack, with Taiwanese Defence
Minister Wellington Koo Li-hsiung
warning the military to be aware of
such a possibility and be prepared
to rapidly escalate its alert levels.
“Through joint intelligence, sur-

veillance and reconnaissance oper-
ations, as well as
intelligence-sharing with allies, we
have determined that the time re-
quired for the PLA to transition
from exercises to actual combat
may not be as long as previously
assumed,” Koo said last month.
“Without vigilance, the military

could fail to mobilise in time
should an emergency arise,” he
said.
China has stepped up pressure

since William Lai Ching-te of the
independence-leaning Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), whom
Beijing regularly describes as a
separatist, took office as the is-
land’s leader in May last year.
Taiwan has strengthened its

asymmetric warfare strategy by in-
vesting in mobile missile units,
coastal defence systems, drones
and cyber capabilities to counter a
potential first wave of PLA attacks.
However, some analysts argue

these efforts may not be enough.
“A PLA fighter jet could reach

Taipei within three minutes of
crossing the median line,” said re-
tired Air Force Lieutenant General
Chang Yen-ting. (PTI)

China’s frequent military drills spark concerns in
Taiwan of real attack with little time to respond

JAKARTA, April 7: Indonesia plans
to clear forests about the size of Bel-
gium to produce sugarcane-derived
bioethanol, rice and other food crops,
potentially displacing Indigenous
groups who rely on the land to survive.
Local communities say they’re al-

ready experiencing harm from the gov-
ernment-backed project, which
environmental watchdogs say is the
largest current planned deforestation
operation in the world.
A vast tropical archipelago stretch-

ing across the equator, Indonesia is
home to the world’s third-largest rain-
forest, home to many endangered
species of wildlife and plants, includ-
ing orangutans, elephants and giant for-
est flowers. Some live nowhere else.
Indonesia has been building food es-

tates, massive plantations designed to
improve the country’s food security for
decades, with varying level of success.

The concept was revived
by former President Joko Widodo dur-
ing his 2014- 2024 administration.
The current president, Prabowo

Subianto, has expanded such projects
to include crops to produce bioethanol,

a renewable fuel made from plants like
sugar cane or corn, in pursuit of In-
donesia’s ambition to improve its en-
ergy mix and develop more renewable
sources.
“I am confident that within four to

five years at the latest, we will achieve
food self-sufficiency,” Prabowo said in
October 2024. “We must be self-suffi-
cient in energy and we have the capac-
ity to achieve this.”
Biofuels, such as bioethanol, play an

important role in decarbonising trans-
port by providing a low-carbon solu-
tion for sectors that heavily rely on
fossil fuels such as trucking, shipping
and aviation, according to the Interna-
tional Energy Agency. But the agency
also cautions expansion of biofuel
should have minimal impact on land-
use, food and other environmental fac-
tors in order to be developed
sustainably.
That’s of particular concern in In-

donesia, where more than 74 million
hectares (285,715 square miles) of In-
donesian rainforest — an area twice the
size of Germany — have been logged,
burned or degraded for development of

palm oil, paper and rubber plantations,
nickel mining and other commodities
since 1950, according to Global Forest
Watch.
Indonesia has vast potential for

bioethanol production due to its exten-
sive agricultural land but currently
lacks sustainable feedstocks, like sug-
arcane and cassava. A previous attempt
to introduce bioethanol-blended fuel in
2007 was discontinued a few years
later due to a lack of feedstock supply.
Since then, the government has ac-

celerated work on its food and energy
estate mega-project, which spans 4.3
million hectares (about 10.6 million
acres) on the islands of Papua and Kali-
mantan. Experts say the combined size
of the numerous project sites makes the
mega-project the largest current defor-
estation project in the world.
The largest site, called the Merauke

Integrated Food and Energy Estate,
will cover more than 3 million hectares
(7.4 million acres) in the far-eastern re-
gion of Papua, according to the inter-
national environmental organisation
Mighty Earth.
Overlapping with the Trans-Fly

ecoregion, it’s home to critically en-
dangered and endemic mammals, birds
and turtles and to several Indigenous
groups who rely on traditional ways of
living.
“Imagine every piece of vegetation

in that area being completely cleared ...
having all the trees and the wildlife
erased from the landscape and replaced
with a monoculture,” said Glenn
Horowitz, CEO of Mighty Earth. “It’s
creating a zone of death in one of the

most vibrant spots on Earth.”
An unpublished government feasi-

bility assessment obtained and re-
viewed by The Associated Press
estimates that carbon dioxide emis-
sions from clearing land for the project
will total 315 million tonnes of C02
equivalent. An independent assessment
by the Indonesia-based think tank Cen-
ter of Economic and Law Studies esti-
mated double that.
Deforestation contributes to erosion,

damages biodiverse areas, threatens
wildlife and humans who rely on the
forest and intensifies disasters from ex-
treme weather.
Hashim Djojohadikusumo,

Subianto’s brother and envoy for en-
ergy and the environment, said the gov-
ernment will reforest 6.5 million
hectares (16 million acres) of degraded
and deforested land.
“Thus, the food estate programme

continues while we mitigate the possi-
ble negative impacts with new pro-
grammes, one of which is
reforestation,” he said.
But experts warn that reforestation,

while essential, cannot match the eco-
logical benefits of old-growth ecosys-
tems, which store vast amounts of
carbon in their soils and biomass, reg-
ulate water cycles and support biodi-
versity.
Indonesia’s Ministry of Agriculture,

which oversees the food and energy es-
tate project, did not respond to requests
for comment from The AP. Merauke
Sugar Group and Jhonlin Group, the
two main Indonesian companies in
charge of the project in Merauke, did

not respond to requests for comment
from The AP.
Local communities in Papua that

rely on the area for hunting, fishing and
other aspects of their cultural identity
say their basic needs have been harmed
by the projects.
Vincen Kwipalo, 63, a villager liv-

ing in the area, said that land he and
other villagers used for hunting was
turned into sugarcane nurseries
guarded by groups of men, preventing
them from engaging in their usual ways
of surviving.
“We know the forests of Papua are

one of the biggest lungs of the world,
yet we are destroying it,” Kwipalo said.
“Indonesia should be proud to protect
Papua ... not destroy it.”
Environmental watch groups say the

projects’ development will impact gen-
erations of Indigenous groups for gen-
erations to come
“Where are they going to hunt, fish

and live?” said Horowitz. “For an In-
digenous community that’s relied on
the rainforest to provide for centuries,
are they supposed to live in a sugar
plantation?” (AP)

World’s largest deforestation project fells forests for bioethanol fuel, sugar, rice in Indonesia

Japanese emperor visits Iwo Jima to honour dead in one of WWII’s fiercest battles

TEL AVIV, April 7: Israel has dramatically expanded its
footprint in the Gaza Strip since relaunching its war
against Hamas last month. It now controls more than 50%
of the territory and is squeezing Palestinians into shrinking
wedges of land.
The largest contiguous area the army controls is around

the Gaza border, where the military has razed Palestinian
homes, farmland and infrastructure to the point of unin-
habitability, according to Israeli soldiers and rights groups.
This military buffer zone has doubled in size in recent
weeks.
Israel has depicted its tightening grip as a temporary ne-

cessity to pressure Hamas into releasing the remaining
hostages taken during the Oct. 7, 2023, attack that started
the war. But the land Israel holds, which includes a corri-
dor that divides the territory’s north from south, could be
used for wielding long-term control, human rights groups
and Gaza experts say.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said last week that

even after Hamas is defeated, Israel will keep security con-
trol in Gaza and push Palestinians to leave.
The demolition close to the Israeli border and the sys-

tematic expansion of the buffer zone has been going on
since the war began 18 months ago, five Israeli soldiers
told The Associated Press.
“They destroyed everything they could, they shot every-

thing that looks functioning ... (the Palestinians) will have
nothing to come back, they will not come back, never,” a
soldier deployed with a tank squad guarding the demoli-
tion teams said. He and four other soldiers spoke to the AP
on condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals.
A report documenting the accounts of soldiers who were

in the buffer zone was released Monday by Breaking The
Silence, an anti-occupation veterans group. A handful of
soldiers -- including some who also spoke to AP -- de-
scribed watching the army turn the zone into a vast waste-
land.
“Through widespread, deliberate destruction, the mili-

tary laid the groundwork for future Israeli control of the
area,” said the group.
Asked about the soldiers’ accounts, the Israeli army said

it is acting to protect its country and especially to improve
security in southern communities devastated by the Oct. 7
attack, in which some 1,200 people were killed and 251
taken hostage. The army said it does not seek to harm
civilians in Gaza, and that it abides by international law.

Carving Gaza into sections
In the early days of the war, Israeli troops forced Pales-

tinians from communities near the border and destroyed
the land to create a buffer zone more than a kilometer (0.62
miles) deep, according to Breaking The Silence.
Its troops also seized a swath of land across Gaza

known as the Netzarim Corridor that isolated the north,
including Gaza City, from the rest of the narrow, coastal
strip, home to more than 2 million people.
When Israel resumed the war last month, it doubled the

size of the buffer zone, pushing it as far as 3 kilometers
(1.8 miles) into Gaza in some places, according to a map
issued by the military.
The buffer zone and the Netzarim Corridor make up at

least 50% of the strip, said Yaakov Garb, a professor of
environmental studies at Ben Gurion University, who has
been examining Israeli-Palestinian land use patterns for
decades. Last week, Netanyahu said Israel intends to cre-
ate another corridor that slices across southern Gaza, cut-
ting off the city of Rafah from the rest of the territory.
Israel’s control of Gaza is even greater taking into account
areas where it recently ordered civilians to evacuate ahead
of planned attacks.

Neighbourhoods turned into rubble
Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians used to live in

the land that now makes up Israel’s buffer zone, an area
that was key to Gaza’s agricultural output.
Satellite images show once-dense neighborhoods turned

to rubble, as well as nearly a dozen new Israeli army out-
posts since the ceasefire ended.
When the ceasefire was announced in January, Nidal

Alzaanin went back to his home in Beit Hanoun in north-
ern Gaza. His property stood on the edge of the buffer zone
and lay in ruins.
All that remains is a photo of him and his wife on their

wedding day, a drawing of his son’s face on a porcelain
plate and the carcass of a 150-year-old sycamore tree
planted by his great-grandfather. His greenhouse was re-
duced to twisted scraps of metal.
The 55-year-old farmer pitched a tent in the rubble, hop-

ing to rebuild his life. But when Israel resumed its cam-
paign and seized his land, he was again uprooted.
“It took 20 years to build a house and within five min-

utes they destroyed all my dreams and my children’s
dreams,” he said from Gaza City, where he now shelters.
Israel’s bombardment and ground offensives throughout

the war have left vast swaths of Gaza’s cities and towns
destroyed. But the razing of property inside the buffer zone
has been more methodical and extensive, soldiers said.
The five soldiers who spoke to the AP said Israeli troops

were ordered to destroy farmland, irrigation pipes, crops
and trees as well as thousands of buildings, including res-
idential and public structures, so that militants had
nowhere to hide.
Several soldiers said their units demolished more build-

ings than they could count, including large industrial com-
plexes. A soda factory was leveled, leaving shards of glass
and solar panels strewn on the ground.

Soldier alleges buffer zone was a kill’ zone
The soldiers said the buffer zone had no marked bound-

aries, but that Palestinians who entered were shot at.
The soldier with the tank squad said an armoured bull-

dozer flattened land creating a “kill zone” and that anyone
who came within 500 meters of the tanks would be shot,
including women and children.
Visibly shaken, he said many of the soldiers acted out

of vengeance for the Oct. 7 attack.
“I came there because they kill us and now we’re going

to kill them. And I found out that we’re not only killing
them. We’re killing them, we’re killing their wives, their
children, their cats, their dogs, and we destroyed their
houses,” he said.
The army said its attacks are based on intelligence and

that it avoids “as much as possible, harm to non-combat-
ants.”

Long-term hold?
It is unclear how long Israel intends to hold the buffer

zone and other territory inside Gaza.
In announcing the new corridor across southern Gaza,

Netanyahu said Israel aims to pressure Hamas to release
the remaining 59 hostages, of whom 35 are believed dead.
He also said the war can only end when Hamas is de-
stroyed and its leaders leave Gaza, at which point Israel
would take control of security in the territory.
Then, Netanyahu said, Israel would implement US

President Donald Trump’s call to move Palestinians from
Gaza, what Israel calls “voluntary emigration.”
Some Israel analysts say the purpose of the buffer zone

isn’t to occupy Gaza, but to secure it until Hamas is dis-
mantled. “This is something that any sane country will do
with regard to its borders when the state borders a hostile
entity,” said Kobi Michael, a senior researcher at two Is-
raeli think tanks, the Institute for National Security Studies
and the Misgav Institute.
But rights groups say forcibly displacing people is a po-

tential war crime and a crime against humanity. Within
Gaza’s buffer zones, specifically, it amounts to “ethnic
cleansing,” because it was clear people would never be al-
lowed to return, said Nadia Hardman, a researcher at
Human Rights Watch.
Israel called the accusations baseless and said it evacu-

ates civilians from combat areas to protect them. (AP)

Israel controls 50 per cent of Gaza after
razing land to expand its buffer zone

LISBON, April 7: President
Droupadi Murmu and her Portuguese
counterpart Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa
jointly released a set of special com-
memorative stamps on Monday, cel-
ebrating the 50th anniversary of
re-establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries.
The stamps, beautifully highlight-

ing the vibrant traditional costumes of
both countries, feature a Portuguese
woman elegantly dressed in the vivid
red ‘Viana do Castelo’ festive attire
alongside an Indian woman adorned
in the intricately embroidered Black
Kalbelia dress.
The two leaders met at the Palacio

de Belem, the official residence of the
President of Portugal, where they
held a tete-a-tete followed by delega-
tion-level talks. The joint release of
such commemorative stamps is a
“rare and significant occasion”, with
India Post having issued only 35 sim-
ilar stamps since 1991, officials said.
A total of 2,765 stamps have been

released since Independence, out of
which 877 stamps have been released
to commemorate national and Inter-

national personalities and 316 stamps
have been released to commemorate
institutions, officials said.
There are 32 issues from India on

international institutions like the UN,
ILO, UNICEF,  UPU etc, to under-
score their role in fostering global co-
operation, they said.
The issue of a joint postage stamp

on ‘50 Years of re-establishment of
Diplomatic Relations between India
and Portugal’ is a glorious addition to
this tradition. The event marks a
unique bridge, celebrating shared
themes and monumental milestones
between the two countries, they said.
These stamps transcend geograph-

ical and political boundaries, offering
a lasting symbol of dialogue, under-
standing, and goodwill between the
two nations, they added.
President Murmu’s two-day

State Visit to Portugal, which com-
menced on Monday, comes at a
time of heightened engagement be-
tween India and Europe, with both
sides hopeful of finalizing a Free
Trade Agreement by the end of this
year. (PTI)

Murmu, Portuguese counterpart jointly
release special commemorative stamps

Rescue efforts from Myanmar’s deadly earthquake wind down as death toll exceeds 3,500
BANGKOK, April 7: Long-shot
efforts to find survivors from Myan-
mar’s devastating March 28 earth-
quake were winding down on
Monday, as rescue efforts were sup-
planted by increasing relief and re-
covery activity, with the death toll
from the disaster surpassing 3,500
and still climbing.
In the capital, Naypyitaw, people

cleared debris and collected wood
from their damaged houses under
drizzling rain, and soldiers removed
wreckage at some Buddhist monas-
teries.
Myanmar Fire Services Depart-

ment said Monday that rescue teams
had recovered 10 bodies from the
rubble of a collapsed building in
Mandalay, Myanmar’s second
biggest city.
It said international rescuers from

Singapore, Malaysia and India had
returned to their countries after their
work to find survivors was consid-
ered completed.
The number of rescue teams oper-

ating in the residential areas of
Naypyitaw has been steadily de-
creasing.
The 7.7 magnitude quake hit a

wide swath of the country, causing
significant damage to six regions
and states. The earthquake left many
areas without power, telephone or
cell connections and damaged roads
and bridges, making the full extent
of the devastation hard to assess.
Heavy rains and winds disrupted

rescue and relief operations on Sat-
urday night and added to the misery
of the homeless forced to sleep in the
open. The weather forecast for this
week said scattered showers and
thunderstorms are possible across
the country.
Myanmar’s military government

and its battlefield opponents, mean-
while, have been trading accusations
over alleged violations of ceasefire
declarations each had declared to
ease earthquake relief efforts.
Myanmar has been in turmoil

since the army’s 2021 takeover
ousted the elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi, which led to na-
tionwide peaceful protests that esca-
lated into armed resistance and what
now amounts to civil war.
Although the military government

and its armed opponents declared
unilateral ceasefires for a temporary

period, reports of continued fighting
are widespread, with the army com-
ing in for special attention for con-
tinuing aerial bombing, according to
independent Myanmar media and
eyewitnesses.
Independent confirmation of

fighting is difficult because of the re-
moteness of the areas in which much
of it takes place and restrictions on
journalists.
The Three Brotherhood Alliance,

a trio of powerful ethnic minority
guerrilla armies, declared a unilat-
eral temporary ceasefire on April 1,
following an earlier declaration by
the opposition National Unity Gov-
ernment, or NUG.
The NUG, which leads the pro-

democracy resistance, said its armed
wing, the People’s Defence Force,
would cease offensive actions for
two weeks.
On Wednesday night, the army

announced a similar unilateral cease-
fire, as did another ethnic minority
group among its foes, the Kachin In-
dependence Organisation.
All sides reserved the right to act

in self-defence.
The Ta’ang National Liberation

Army, or TNLA, a member of the
powerful Three Brotherhood Al-
liance, charged in a Sunday state-
ment on the Telegram messaging
platform that the military conducted
airstrikes, including dropping toxic
gas bombs, on villages the guerrilla
group occupied last year in the
northern part of Shan state.
Another member of the alliance,

the Arakan Army, fighting in the
western state of Rakhine, said Satur-
day night that the military continued
to launch daily counterattacks, aerial
bombardments, shelling and naval
attacks against its troops in two
townships in Rakhine state, as well
as in Ayeyarwady and Bago regions.
The group said it occupied a mil-

itary base it had besieged on a strate-
gic hill in Bago a day after declaring
its ceasefire, but honoured its terms
by failing to attack the army’s re-
treating soldiers.
The shadow National Unity Gov-

ernment on Saturday accused the
military of carrying out 63 airstrikes
and artillery attacks since the earth-
quake, resulting in the deaths of 68
civilians, including one child and 15
women.  (AP)

PESHAWAR, April 7: Nine terror-
ists have been killed during an intel-
ligence-based operation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan,
the media wing of the military said
on Monday.
The terrorists belonging to the

banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) group were killed during Sun-
day night’s operation by security per-
sonnel in the Takwara area of Dera
Ismail Khan district, an ISPR state-
ment said.
The statement said Pakistani

troops effectively engaged the terror-
ists’ location and killed nine terror-
ists, including high-value target
Shireen, after an intense exchange of
fire. The statement said Shireen, a
group leader, was wanted for his “in-
volvement in numerous terrorist ac-
tivities” and “in target killing of
innocent civilians”.
Shireen was also responsible for

the death of Captain Hasnain Akhtar
on March 20, the statement added.
The forces also recovered

weapons and ammunition from their
possession, it said.
The statement said a “sanitisation

operation” was being conducted to
eliminate the presence of any other
terrorists in the area.
Pakistan has witnessed an uptick

in terror activities over the past year,
particularly in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan, after the militant
group ended its ceasefire with the
government in November 2022.
On Sunday, security forces killed

eight terrorists and injured another
four as they thwarted an infiltration
attempt on the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border.
Violence by Militant and security

operations intensified in Pakistan in
March, with the number of terror at-
tacks surpassing 100 for the first
time since November 2014, data re-
leased by the Pakistan Institute for
Conflict and Security Studies (Picss)
said. (PTI)

Nine terrorists killed
in security operation

in Pakistan’s KP
IWO-TO (JAPAN), April 7:
Japan’s Emperor Naruhito visited
Iwo Jima on Monday and paid tribute
to thousands of Japanese and Ameri-
cans who died in one of World War
II’s bloodiest battles.
Naruhito and his wife, Empress

Masako, prayed at three memorial
sites — one for the Japanese soldiers,
another for the islanders and a third
for both Japanese and American war
dead. The couple offered a bouquet
of white flowers and poured water
over a cenotaph from a ladle to con-
sole those who died under the heat
while suffering from hunger and
thirst. They were due to meet with
representatives of bereaved families
and descendants of former island res-
idents.
The visit by the royal couple, both

born after the war, is the first to Iwo
Jima.
Naruhito, in his 65th birthday re-

marks in February, noted the 80th an-
niversary of the end of WWII and
stressed the importance of remem-
bering the wartime history and telling
younger generations about the
tragedy. Japan fought the war and in-
vaded large areas of Asia in the name
of his grandfather, Emperor Hirohito.
The battle of Iwo Jima lasted from

Feb. 19 to March 26, 1945, as the
United States tried to take control of
a key strategic point to advance to
mainland Japan. Despite expecta-
tions by the US they would over-
whelm the Japanese within days,
Japanese soldiers used underground
tunnels and resisted for five weeks,
in a part of war history that has in-

spired many novels and movies.
Nearly all of the more than 21,000

Japanese and nearly 7,000 US troops
were killed. More than half of the re-
mains of the Japanese are still unac-
counted for. All 1,100 residents of
Iwo Jima except for 103 men drafted
as military employees were forcibly
evacuated to mainland Japan. Of the
103, 82 were killed in the fighting.
The emperor’s Iwo Jima visit

comes 10 days after Japanese Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba and Defence
Minister Gen Nakatani joined US
Secretary of Defence Pete Hegseth in
a memorial service marking the end
of the battle.
Former residents and their descen-

dants are allowed to visit the island
for memorial events but not to live
there. (AP)
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Financial fraud
tops cybercrime

chart in Mizoram

AIZAWL, April 7: Financial
frauds were the most common cy-
bercrime in Mizoram, accounting
for 56.38 per cent of 321 cases reg-
istered between January 2020 and
March 11 this year, as per official
data.
A total of 181 cases of financial

crimes, primarily online banking
fraud and cheating by imperson-
ation, were registered during the
period, records from the state cy-
bercrime police station said.
Other offences include identity

theft (32 cases), child pornography
(16), social media harassment
(nine), copyright infringement
(seven), false rumours (five), and
hacking (one).
The highest number of financial

crimes was reported in 2022 dur-
ing which 107 cases were regis-
tered, the records said.

More than ` 1.42 crore was re-
covered in financial fraud cases be-
tween 2021 and March 11, 2025.
The state registered the highest

number of cybercrimes in 2022,
recording 158 cases, followed by
72 cases in 2023, the records
stated.
The number of cybercrime cases

decreased to 41 in 2024, and of
these, 17 were related to financial
crimes and 15 to sexual harass-
ment.
In the current year till March 11,

thirteen cybercrime cases were
registered, of which six were re-
lated to sexual harassment and four
to financial fraud.
The records stated that 113 peo-

ple, including eight juveniles, were
arrested in cybercrime cases and
40 of them were convicted, since
2021. (PTI)

ITANAGAR, April 7: Arunachal
Pradesh Governor Lt Gen (Retd) K
T Parnaik on Monday encouraged
Sainik School aspirants from the re-
mote districts of Kurung Kumey
and Upper Subansiri to foster a
spirit of participation, curiosity, hard
work, and the essential habits of
reading and writing. Interacting
with students from Sarli in Kurung
Kumey district, and Taksing and
Daporijo under Upper Subansiri, at
the Raj Bhavan here, the governor
emphasised the importance of good
health, discipline, and regular phys-
ical activity in a student’s life.
The students are participants in a

dedicated coaching initiative run by

the Indian Army’s Spear Corps,
aimed at preparing children from re-
mote border villages for the All India
Sainik School Entrance Examination.
Recalling his own experience as part
of the Sainik School batch in 1962,
Parnaik highlighted the tremendous
opportunities these institutions offer.
“Sainik Schools provide a golden

opportunity to build a bright future,
serve the nation with pride, and
bring honour to one’s family and
state,” he said.
Urging the young aspirants to be-

come educated, disciplined, and re-
sponsible citizens, he encouraged
them to contribute meaningfully to
the development of Arunachal

Pradesh, a Raj Bhavan commu-
nique said. The governor lauded the
efforts of Spear Corps for raising
awareness and inspiring students
from isolated regions to aim for ad-
mission to Sainik Schools. He
called the initiative a shining exam-
ple of civil-military cooperation,
opening new avenues of empower-
ment for youth in the state’s border
areas. Parnaik expressed satisfac-
tion over the visible development in
these regions, which he had visited
back in 2008 as a Corps Com-
mander. He noted that communities
in these border villages are now
benefiting from the opportunities
provided under the Indian Army’s

Operation Sadbhavana.
The Spear Corps initiative was

launched in Sarli and Taksing, with
the aim of identifying, educating,
and motivating eligible students.
Out of 65 students screened, 32 stu-
dents, including 21 girls, were se-
lected for comprehensive coaching.
The programme included base-

line assessments, subject-specific
tutoring, and regular evaluations.
Army troops also coordinated

with civil administration to ensure
correction of necessary documents
and made travel and lodging
arrangements to facilitate the stu-
dents’ journey to examination cen-
tres in Itanagar. (PTI)

Arunachal Guv tells students about opportunities in Sainik Schools

5202 / 21

Waqf Amendment Act 
unconstitutional: Manipur Congress
IMPHAL, April 7: The Manipur
Congress has termed the Waqf
Amendment Act, 2025 “unconsti-
tutional”, asserting that the party
will stand with the minorities in
the country to oppose the legisla-
tion.
The Waqf (Amendment) Bill

was passed by the Lok Sabha on
Thursday, and by the Rajya Sabha
in the early hours of Friday, fol-
lowing marathon debates in both
Houses of Parliament.
State Congress president

Keisham Meghachandra, in a post
on X, said, “I, on behalf of Ma-
nipur Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee, strongly object the
@narendramodi Government’s
Waqf (Amendment) Act, which
was recently passed in Parliament
and was given assent by the Pres-
ident of India.”
“I believe that the Modi Gov-

ernment’s Waqf (Amendment)
Act is unconstitutional, and it also
undermines Article 25 of the Con-
stitution - the Right to Freedom of
Religion - which is enshrined as a
fundamental right in the Constitu-
tion,” Meghachandra said on

Monday.
It is nothing but an attempt

through an “unconstitutional
legislation” to bring personal
laws under state control, he al-
leged.
“I stand with our brothers and

sisters of the minorities of the
country in opposing the unconsti-
tutional legislation, which will
snatch away the properties of our
brothers and sisters of the minor-
ity community. I and our Con-
gress party will oppose this
divisive RSS/BJP agenda, which
is against the law of the land,”
Meghachandra added.
The Act aims to streamline the

management of Waqf properties
(assets permanently donated by
Muslims for religious or charita-
ble purposes) with provisions to
safeguard heritage sites, and pro-
mote social welfare.
It also seeks to improve gover-

nance by enhancing transparency
in property management, stream-
lining coordination between
Waqf boards and local authorities
and protecting stakeholders’
rights. (PTI)

Arunachal launches new skills
programme to boost youth employability

ITANAGAR, April 7: To enhance youth
employability in Arunachal Pradesh, the
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
(SDE) department on Monday inked a
pact with a non-profit organisation to roll
out latest skills programme across all In-
dustrial Training Institutes (ITIs) in the
state.
The initiative, formalised through a

memorandum of understanding (MoU)
with Wadhwani Skill Network (WSN) of
Wadhwani Foundation, aims to equip ITI
trainees with essential employability
skills, including communication, adapt-
ability, teamwork, critical thinking and
workplace etiquette, making them job-
ready in the dynamic job market, a state-
ment said here.
The MoU was signed in the presence of

state Skill Development and Entrepre-
neurship Minister Nyato Dukam, who em-
phasised the government’s commitment to
holistic development of ITI trainees.
“This collaboration is a milestone in

preparing our youth for real-world chal-
lenges. It is not just about technical know-
how, but the life and soft skills that drive
career success,” Dukam said in his ad-
dress.

The minister also confirmed that the
programme would be implemented imme-
diately across all ITIs in the state.
Skill development and entrepreneurship

commissioner Saugat Biswas in his ad-
dress highlighted that the initiative is
aligned with Directorate General of Train-
ing (DGT) norms and will adopt a hybrid
learning model, blending digital, self-
paced content with faculty-led classroom
sessions.
Executive vice-president of Wadhwani

Foundation, Sunil Dahiya, in his deliber-
ations reiterated the value of the collabo-
ration, asserting that bridging the gap
between technical skills and workplace-
readiness is crucial for ensuring true em-
ployability.
The MoU signing ceremony was also

attended by skill development director
Sibo Passing, deputy director K V Lincon,
assistant director Gyati Kacho and senior
consultants Suman Shukla and Vivek Ra-
turi, among others. (PTI)

ASEAN-India Artists’ Camp concludes LNKR condemns brutal attack on civilians

Manipur: Security
forces bust militant

camp after brief 
encounter

IMPHAL, April 7: Security
forces seized arms and am-
munition from a militant
camp in Manipur’s Thoubal
district after a brief encounter
with insurgents of the banned
Kangleipak Communist Party
(PWG) outfit, police said on
Monday.
The incident took place on

Sunday when security forces
were conducting a search op-
eration in Heirok part III area.
Upon spotting the security

forces, militants opened fire
at them, and they retaliated,
leading to a gunfight follow-
ing which the insurgents fled
the spot, a police officer said.
The security forces discov-

ered a large camp of the mili-
tants from which a cache of
arms and ammunition was
seized.
A self-loading rifle with a

magazine, a 12-bore single-
barrel gun, twenty-one
7.62mm cartridges, three bul-
letproof jackets and two
plates, camouflage clothing,
syringes, medicines and three
four-wheelers were seized
from the camp, he said.
Police, meanwhile, arrested

a KCP (PWG) militant in
Nagamapal area in Imphal
West district on Sunday.
The insurgent, identified as

Waikhom Loveson Singh
(31), was involved in extor-
tion activities.
In another operation, se-

curity forces seized a .32
pistol with a magazine, an
empty INSAS magazine and
cartridges from Makou hill
range near Pourabi village
in Imphal East district on
Sunday. (PTI)

Waqf (Amendment) Bill was passed by the Lok Sabha on Thursday

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 7: The 3rd edition of
the ASEAN-India Artists’ Camp (AIAC)
concluded in Shillong with an exhibition at
Tripura Castle, where paintings created by
21 artists from ASEAN Member States,
Timor-Leste, and India were displayed, an
official statement said here on Monday. 
Over the ten days, these artists engaged in

collaborative work, drawing inspiration
from Shillong’s landscapes, cultural interac-
tions, and artistic exchanges.
Organised by the Ministry of External Af-

fairs (MEA), Government of India, in col-
laboration with Seher, AIAC has been a key
initiative under India’s ‘Act East Policy’. 
The camp facilitated artistic dialogue across

borders, fostering an environment where di-
verse styles, traditions, and techniques con-
verged to create original works of art.
Speaking on the significance of such ini-

tiatives, Pabitra Margherita, minister of state
for external affairs and textiles, said, “This
camp shows the strong cultural and artistic
links between India and ASEAN nations.
Art has real power, it connects people.
Through this effort, we’re strengthening ties
that matter, building a foundation for our
countries to grow closer.”
During the camp, artists participated in a

series of immersive experiences, including
interactive workshops on classical dance, in-

digenous music, and traditional handicrafts. 
They engaged in discussions on creative

techniques, explored Meghalaya’s artistic
heritage, and conducted interactive sessions
with local schoolchildren, offering them a
rare opportunity to observe and learn from
distinguished artists, the statement noted. 
These exchanges not only enriched the

creative process but also deepened cultural
understanding.
Sanjeev Bhargava, founder-director of

Seher, said, “As the one who dreamed up
this camp, I’ve watched it evolve into some-
thing extraordinary. Over ten days, I saw
these artists from across borders dive into
Shillong’s culture, challenge each other’s
ideas, and produce works that pulse with
life. This exhibition is the result of raw cre-
ativity, late-night debates, and a shared pas-
sion that’s now tangible on every canvas. I
couldn’t be prouder of what we’ve built to-
gether.”
With the conclusion of the camp, the art-

works showcased in Shillong will next be
exhibited in New Delhi and Malaysia, fur-
ther extending this cultural exchange be-
yond borders. 
The artists return to their home countries

with new perspectives, experiences and
memories, reinforcing India’s engagement
with ASEAN nations through the arts, the
statement concluded.

` 100 crore 
sanctioned for eye

hospital in Tripura: CM
HT Correspondent

AGARTALA, April 7: Tripura Chief
Minister Manik Saha on Monday an-
nounced that ̀ 100 crore has been sanc-
tioned for opening an eye hospital in
the state. Saha said this while addressing
the World Health Day program organized
by the Hepatitis Foundation of Tripura
today in Agartala.
“We are opening the Maternal and

Child Clinic, and work has already
started. We have received over ` 150
crore from MDoNER. Work is under-
way for the infrastructure development,
and manpower will also increase. Pre-
vention is better than cure. If we remain
alert beforehand, we will be free from
diseases. If we stay fit physically, we
will also remain disease-free. In this
year’s budget, we have kept ̀ 100 crore
for an eye hospital with all facilities,
and we are also opening more PHCs
across the state. Now private hospitals
and investors are coming as peace is
prevailing here. We want everyone to
stay happy. The health sector has seen
development in the state,” said Saha.
Saha also said that while everyone

will do rallies, the main aim of such ral-
lies is to convey the message that
everyone must stay healthy and fit.
“We must change our lifestyle to stay

healthy. Due to not changing lifestyle,
many people die at a very young age.
We must give stress on this matter. We
advise people on this matter, but we
don’t follow it ourselves. But we must
do this. Drug addiction is a major prob-
lem in the state. The number of in-
jectable drug users is rising along with
HIV/AIDS patients. We must focus on
this issue and eradicate it from the state.
Everyone must participate in the war
against drugs. The government is with
everyone. We are doing very well in all
parameters,” said Saha, who is also the
Health Minister of the state.

IMPHAL, April 7: The Liangmai Naga Ka-
timai Ruangdi, Manipur (LNKR) strongly
condemned the “heinous incident” that oc-
curred on April 5, 2025, at around 11:45 am.
The attack was allegedly carried out by indi-
viduals identified as Thangnaimang Veiphei,
chief of L. Phaijang Kuki village,
Thangkhulen Veiphei, chief of Munlai Kuki
village, and Houmang Veiphei, chief of
Haraothel Kuki village, the Liangmai student
body said.
Despite the curfew imposed by the district

magistrate of Kangpokpi, these individuals
led a sudden and brutal assault on the peaceful
residents of Konsakhul/Konsaram Naga vil-
lage, said the LNKR. At the time, the villagers
were lawfully engaged in leveling their plots
and constructing homes. This violent and un-
lawful action constitutes a gross violation of
human rights and a blatant disregard for the
rule of law, it added. The LNKR then de-
manded immediate action from the concerned
authorities to bring the perpetrators to justice
and ensure the safety and security of the Kon-
sakhul Naga community. Such acts of aggres-
sion should not go unpunished in a democratic
society, it also said. The LNKR then said, “In
a deeply distressing and unforgettable turn of
events, Aimson Abonmai, chief of Konsakhul
Naga village, and Adam Dirinamai, chairman
of Konsakhul Naga village, along with three
other individuals— Ch. Paramchandin,  Ab.
Widinbou, and  Th. Aloipu—were assaulted”.

In addition, the assailants destroyed two
houses and set ablaze a scooter belonging to
the village chief, causing significant property
loss and escalating fear among innocent resi-
dents, the LNKR further said.
The attackers not only committed acts of

abduction and arson but also looted valuable
personal belongings, including 10 machetes
and 5 smartphones. These acts have intensi-
fied the trauma suffered by the peaceful vil-
lagers, the LNKR also alleged.
“Of serious concern is the reported pres-

ence of assistant sub-inspector Kamgin
Veiphei of Leimakhong police station, who
was allegedly seen accompanying and provid-
ing tacit support to the assailants during the
incident”, the LNKR further alleged. His in-
action and apparent complicity represent a
grave dereliction of duty and a betrayal of
public trust, the student body further added.
The LNKR also said such “heinous acts of

assault, abduction, arson, and theft in Kon-
sakhul Naga village are not isolated but have
been increasing at an alarming rate. The stu-
dent body added that the continued silence
and restraint shown by the Naga community
must not be mistaken for weakness. “It is dis-
turbing that certain groups—particularly Kuki
settlers, whose presence in Konsakhul traces
back to the goodwill and hospitality of the
Nagas—now act in ways that disregard the
rights of the indigenous landowners and
threaten communal harmony”. (NNN)

Manipur MLA to challenge Waqf Amendment Act in Supreme Court
IMPHAL, April 7: Manipur legislator
Sheikh Noorul Hassan on Monday said he
will challenge the Waqf Amendment Act,
2025, in the Supreme Court.
In a video message, Hassan, a National

People’s Party MLA, said, “The Waqf
Amendment Act 2025 violates the rights of
Muslims. I personally condemn and reject
this Act. I will challenge it in the Supreme
Court.”

In a separate development, the Manipur
BJP strongly condemned the torching of the
house of its Minority Morcha president Md
Asker Ali by a mob.
In a statement, the BJP condemned the

incident and assured that “such unfortunate
incidents shall not happen in the future.”
Ali’s house at Lilong in Thoubal district

was set on fire on Sunday for allegedly sup-
porting the Act. (PTI)
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People feeling cheated under BJP rule, are
looking at Cong with hope: Pawan Khera

J-K assembly adjourned for the day over Waqf Act protests

We are learning from mistakes in Bihar, 
empowerment of downtrodden now top priority: Rahul
PATNA, April 7: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on
Monday asserted that his party was “learning from its
mistakes in Bihar” where the party had been lax in
bringing about all-round development through empow-
erment of the downtrodden.
The Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha was

addressing a symposium in the state capital, months
ahead of the crucial assembly polls in which the Con-
gress, in alliance with RJD and the Left, will take on the
formidable ruling NDA.
While addressing the “Samvidhan Suraksha Samme-

lan” (Save the Constitution Symposium), Gandhi
claimed that Prime Minister Narendra Modi had built a
“system” in which the country is being run by five per
cent of the population and 10-15 people are controlling
the entire corporate world.
“I must be the first person in the Congress to admit

that we did not work, in Bihar, with the zeal we should
have. But we shall move forward learning from our mis-
takes. Our party, and the coalition of which we are a
part, shall strive for uplift of SCs, STs, OBCs, extremely
backward classes and minorities,” said the Congress
leader, whose party’s decline in the state began with the
Mandal wave of the 1990s.
He said, “We recently did something which may not

have been great but was still of significance. We recon-
stituted District Congress Committees. Earlier, two-
thirds of these were headed by upper castes. Now
two-thirds of these are headed by the deprived castes.
This has been in line with clear instructions from (na-
tional president Mallikarjun) Kharge ji and me for the
organization”.
Claiming that Bihar has been the land of great polit-

ical changes, starting from the Independence struggle,
Gandhi alleged that at present, the NDA’s politics is
serving the interests of billionaires. “We are sure that
Bihar will once again serve as a catalyst for change,”
he said. The Congress leader, who was on his third tour
of the state in four months, had earlier visited Begusarai,
about 150 km away, to take part in “palayan roko,
naukri do (stop migration, give jobs) pada-yatra”, an
initiative of the party’s student and youth wings to high-
light Bihar’s endemic problem of joblessness and mi-

gration. Gandhi did not address the public in Begusarai,
which is also the home state of the party’s youth wing
national in charge Kanhaiya Kumar. The former Con-
gress president, however, was joined there by thousands
of young supporters, many of them wearing white T-
shirts like the leader has been doing since the “Bharat
Jodo Yatra” a couple of years ago. Union minister Giri-
raj Singh, who represents Begusarai in the Lok Sabha,
appeared miffed at the Leader of the Opposition’s pres-
ence in the town. “Rahul Gandhi should worry about
his own palayan (departure) from public mind,” the BJP
leader told reporters in Patna.
At the Samvidhan Suraksha Sammelan in the state

capital, Gandhi gave a nearly 40-minute-long speech,
calling the Constitution “not a merely 70 years old
book, but an ideology that is thousands of years old,
since the times of the Buddha, continuing through the
era of Kabir and Guru Nanak, and ultimately inspiring
Babasaheb Ambedkar”. The Congress leader mocked
PM Modi for “bowing down before the Constitution
after the elections, realising that his bluster of 400 plus
seats for the BJP had backfired and people would not
allow him to tinker with the Samvidhaan”.
He alleged that BJP, and its parent body RSS, drew

inspiration from Vinayak Damodar Savarkar “who
could not stand the truth”, in stark contrast with Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime
Minister, “both of whom loved truth with the same in-
tensity as the Buddha did”.
The former Congress president asserted that a nation-

wide caste census was needed “just like an X-ray is re-
quired to assess the injury to any part of the body”, but
the BJP-RSS were opposed to that.
“But they will have to get a caste census done. They

will also have to pull down the fake barrier of the 50
per cent cap on quotas for the deprived castes. I have
told the PM inside Parliament that if his government
dithers, we will do the needful,” said Gandhi.
The Congress leader peppered his speech with many

anecdotes, recalling interactions with qualified medical
and engineering graduates and a skilled shoe-maker, all
of whom, he said, were finding it difficult to realise their
full potential “because of the system”. (PTI)

JAMMU, April 7: The Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly descended into chaos with religious and
jingoistic sloganeering on Monday after the
speaker rejected an adjournment motion, moved
by the National Conference to discuss the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, saying the matter was sub ju-
dice.
The House was adjourned twice amid pande-

monium to reconvene and witness chaos again.
The third time, Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather ad-
journed the House for the day.
A ruckus erupted in the House after Rather re-

fused the motion, moved by NC’s Nazir Gurezi
and Tanvir Sadiq, seeking adjournment of the
question hour to discuss the Waqf law.
A notice for the motion was given to the speaker

by nine members from across the NC, Congress,
and Independents.
Leader of the House, BJP’s Sunil Sharma,

mounted a vociferous opposition to the motion,
triggering an uproar.
“It is a religious matter concerning our faith.

There is no issue more pressing than this. Will
you, Speaker, adjourn the house to address this
critical issue?” Sadiq said.
NC’s Kaiser Jamshed Lone said that it motion

pertained to religious matters and a half-hour dis-
cussion should be scheduled.
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Choudhary de-

manded that members be allowed to express their
views on the issue.  “If they wish to express their
views, they should be allowed to speak,” Choud-
hary said.

The Speaker instructed members to return to
their seats.
However, the confrontation ratcheted up when

the parties took to hurling sallies at each other.
NC and Congress members raised shouts of “BJP
haay haay” and “Bill wapis karo”.
The BJP members responded by shouting

“Bharat Mata Ki Jai,” which was then countered
by NC, Congress, and PDP members chanting
“Allah hu Akbar.”
The BJP members also shouted slogans like

“Vande Mataram” and “Jaha hua balidaan
Mukherjee, wo Kashmir hamara hai.”
NC, Congress, and PDP members matched it

with loud chants of “Nara-e Takbeer.”
As chaos continued, NC members Salman

Sagar and Aijaz Jan tore up the question papers
and threw them in the air.
Intervening, the Speaker referred to rule 58,

sub-section 7, stating that issues pending in the
court cannot be discussed in the House. “The bill
is currently sub judice in the Supreme Court. I
have received writ petitions. It cannot be debated
here,” he said.
He also stressed that the constitutionality of the

Bill is a matter for the court to decide.
PDP member Wahid Para pointed out the reli-

gious significance of the matter.
“It is a crucial religious matter. The Tamil Nadu

Assembly has passed a resolution on it. The house
should act accordingly,” he said.
The Speaker said the Tamil Nadu Assembly’s

resolution predated the court proceedings. “It is

sub judice. I will not allow an adjournment,” he
asserted.
During the ruckus, NC member Majid Larmi’s

black achkan was torn. Party members held up
pieces of the torn dress as symbols of protest
against the Bill.
“Bill wapis lo, kanoon ko khatam karo,” they

shouted, while BJP members countered them with
“dramebazi ko bandh karo.”
Gurezi said, “This is a religious issue, and we

are prepared to sacrifice anything for our faith. If
you do not allow us to discuss it, we will not allow
the House to function.”
There was a bit of jostling between BJP mem-

bers Satesh Sharma, Vikram Randhawa, Arvind
Gupta, and Congress MLA Irfan Hafeez Lone. A
full-on confrontation was however prevented by
the watch and ward staff.
Sensing the situation, the Speaker adjourned the

House for the day.  NC, Congress, and CPIM
members staged a protest at the entrance of the As-
sembly House.
“BJP resorted to manhandling in the House.

They raised religious slogans. We reminded them
that this is a wrestling ring, but we are here to raise
constitutional issues,” NC member Altaf Kaloo
told reporters.
“We should be allowed to speak. In the Tamil

Nadu Assembly, a resolution was passed even
though Muslims constitute only 6 per cent. Why
can’t there be discussions in this Muslim-majority
region?” he asked.
CPI-M member M Y Tarigami said, “We are not

here to create divisions between Jammu and Kash-
mir regions. We are united as legislators — not
Hindus and Muslims. We are protesting against
the Waqf Bill.”
He also urged the people to unite against the

BJP’s “divisive” politics.
“This Bill threatens secularism. I urge the peo-

ple of Jammu to support us. BJP may try to give it
a communal colour, but we must stand united. We
will fight against it together in the House,” he said.
President Droupadi Murmu on Saturday gave

her assent to the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025,
which was passed by Parliament earlier this week
after heated debates in both Houses. (PTI)

JAMMU, April 7: The members of the
coalition government in the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly on Monday held
protests outside the House over the Waqf
(Amendment) Act after the Speaker ad-
journed the House following a ruckus over
the demand to discuss the new law.
The MLAs of the National Conference

(NC), Congress, CPI(M) and some Inde-
pendents staged a dharna at the entry gate
of the Assembly and protested against the
BJP-led government at the Centre.
“BJP resorted to manhandling in the

House. They raised religious slogans. We
reminded them that this is not a wrestling
ring. We are here to raise constitutional is-
sues,” NC member Altaf Kaloo told re-
porters.
He said they had brought an adjourn-

ment motion in the House, which the
Speaker did not accept. “In the Tamil

Nadu Assembly, a resolution was passed
even though Muslims constitute only 6 per
cent of the population. Why can’t there be
discussions in this Muslim-majority re-
gion?” he said.
The Speaker rejected the demand to de-

bate the issue, stating that issues pending
in the court cannot be discussed in the
House. Participating in the protest,
CPI(M) member M Y Tarigami called on
everyone to unite against the BJP and its
divisive politics.
“I urge the people of Jammu to support

us. BJP may try to give it a communal
colour, but we must stand united,” he said.
Congress’ Irfan Hafeez Lone carried a

banner against the Act, saying it is not ac-
ceptable to the people and held a protest at
the staircase of the House.
Earlier, Lone held a banner — Waqf

Amendment Bill is not acceptable to us —

and called BJP “anti-Mahatma Gandhi”
and “supporters of Nathuram Godse” in-
side the House. This drew a sharp reaction
from some BJP members, who rushed near
the well of the House. 
There was pushing and shoving involv-

ing him and Congress MLA Iftikhar
Ahmed, but the watch and ward staff in-
tervened and prevented a clash.
He said, “If the watch and ward staff

had not intervened, they would have killed
me. It was an attack on me.”
Leader of Opposition Sunil Sharma ac-

cused the ruling NC of inciting religious
sentiments in Kashmir through its protest
in the J&K Assembly.
He called the disruption unconstitu-

tional and alleged bias by the Speaker.
He also pointed out that NC MPs re-
mained silent in Parliament but are now
creating unrest over a passed bill. (PTI)

AHMEDABAD, April 7: Ahead
of the Congress’ huddle on April 8-
9 here to brainstorm on challenges
and key issues of national polity, its
leader Pawan Khera on Monday
said the country is looking towards
the party with hope and Gujarat, the
land of Mahatma Gandhi and Sar-
dar Patel, will show the way for-
ward.
Khera, the Congress’ media and

publicity department chairperson,
said every section of society, be it
the middle class, Dalits, tribals or
minorities are feeling cheated under
BJP rule at the Centre and in Gu-
jarat.
On April 8, an extended Con-

gress Working Committee (CWC)
will meet at the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel Memorial.
On April 9, the AICC session will

take place, with around 1,725
elected AICC members and co-
opted members attending, along
with MPs, ministers and other sen-
ior leaders, on the banks of the
River Sabarmati between Sabarmati
Ashram and Kochrab Ashram.
The party said the Ahmedabad

Session will be themed “Nyaypath:
Sankalp, Samarpan and Sang-
harsh”, with more that 1,700 elected
and co-opted AICC members at-
tending the main conclave on April
9.
“Every section is suffering today.

They are feeling cheated and are
looking at the Congress with hope
because democracy is being mur-

dered. Thus, as a responsible polit-
ical party, it is our duty to come for-
ward and lead them towards light
from today’s darkness,” Khera said
at a press conference.
“While people are looking at the

Congress, we are looking at Gujarat
because this state, the land of Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Sardar Patel, had
always shown us the way in diffi-
cult times. That is why our leader-
ship has chosen Gujarat to hold the
CWC and AICC session. We are
sure Gujarat will show us the way
forward,” said Khera.
He said despite slogans like

“Congress-mukt Bharat” and at-
tempts to eliminate it from the po-
litical map, the party remains
standing as “it is the voice of the cit-
izens, not just a political party”.
Amit Chavda, Congress Legisla-

tive Party (CLP) leader in the Gu-
jarat Assembly, said many impor-
tant issues concerning the people of
the state and country will be dis-
cussed in the AICC session.
“Issues such as malnutrition,

high cost of education, contract sys-
tem in employment, people affected
by demolitions, inflation and cor-
ruption will be discussed in the
AICC session, which will begin at
9:30 am on Wednesday,” Chavda
said.
As per a party release, the CWC

meeting will see participation of
262 leaders, including Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi and
party president Mallikarjun Kharge.
Incidentally, a CWC meeting was
held at the same venue in 2019
ahead of the Lok Sabha elections. 
“The CWC meeting will begin

around 11:30 am. Leaders will dis-
cuss what Congress can do for the
country and what party cadres can
do for the Congress. Since it is an
extended CWC, state Congress
presidents and Congress Legisla-
ture Party leaders have also been in-
vited,” the party’s state unit chief
spokesperson Manish Doshi said.
The Gujarat unit has formed mul-

tiple committees to look after vari-
ous aspects of the event such as
accommodation, food, logistics and
media coordination among others,
he added.
A large dome has been erected at

Sabarmati Riverfront for the AICC
session while another structure has
been put up on the premises of the
Patel Memorial for the CWC meet-
ing.
The AICC session is being held

in Gujarat after 64 years, state unit
chief Shaktisinh Gohil said.
“In the Congress’ 139-year-old

history, Gujarat has hosted the
mega conclave only twice. The last
one was held at Bhavnagar in
1961,” he said.
Nearly 3,000 delegates from

across the country will be attending
the AICC session from 9:30 am to
6 pm.
In a statement earlier, the Con-

gress said the AICC session will
deliberate on challenges posed by
the BJP’s “anti-people” policies
and its attack on the Constitution,
as well as a roadmap for the Con-
gress. (PTI)

NC, Congress, CPI(M) MLAs hold protest
outside J&K Assembly against Waqf Act

KOLKATA, April 7: West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee on Monday pledged to
protect the rights of “eligible candidates” who
lost their jobs after the Supreme Court verdict,
and asserted that she would continue fighting for
them as long as she is alive and even if it meant
going to jail. Speaking at a meeting with those
who lost their jobs after the apex court verdict,
Banerjee urged the affected teachers and staff to
return to their respective schools and “voluntar-
ily” resume duties.
“Even if I have to go to jail, I will keep fight-

ing to ensure no deserving candidate is deprived
of job – this is my promise, as long as I am
alive,” she said in an emotionally charged mes-
sage at the Netaji Indoor Stadium here.
Speaking at a packed gathering of affected

teaching and non-teaching staffers, Banerjee
said, “No one has received any termination letter
yet. So continue with your work. You are free to
offer voluntary service in the meantime.”
The Supreme Court on April 3 upheld a 2024

Calcutta High Court judgment annulling the re-
cruitment of 25,753 teachers and non-teaching
staffers appointed through the 2016 School Serv-
ice Commission (SSC) recruitment drive,
terming the entire selection process “vitiated and

tainted”.
Banerjee said the state administration would

first seek “clarification” from the apex court, and
if needed, file a review petition “to ensure the in-
terests of eligible candidates are safeguarded”.
“If the clarification is not in our favour, we

will make alternative arrangements within two
months. No eligible candidate will be jobless.
The government has not sent any termination let-
ters. You can continue to teach voluntarily,” she
said.
“Who will manage the schools now? Who will

handle all the other tasks? If someone is not in a
position to provide jobs, they shouldn’t have the
authority to take them away either,” the CM said.
Banerjee, however, said the state government

respects the top court ruling.
“We are not here to disobey the Supreme

Court. We will act strictly within the legal frame-
work. But I must say, the administration wasn’t
given enough time to rectify the mistakes,” she
said.
She also announced the formation of a legal

team comprising Abhishek Manu Singhvi, Kapil
Sibal, Rakesh Dwivedi, Kalyan Banerjee and
Prashant Bhushan, who would represent the state
and the affected candidates in court.

“We will explore all legal avenues, including
seeking clarification and modification of the
judgment. We are ready with plans A, B, C, D,
and E,” the chief minister asserted and appealed
to the aggrieved teachers to trust her government.
“Continue teaching and educating without

worry. If you suffer for two months now, you
won’t have to suffer for the next 20 years,” she
said.
Banerjee said the West Bengal government

has plans ready to prevent any break in service
for those who are eligible. “I will stand by those
who lost their jobs in an unjust manner. I don’t
care what others think. I will do everything to re-
store your dignity.”
In a clear message to the opposition, Banerjee

alleged that a “dirty game” was being played to
destroy the state’s education system.
“A dirty game is being played by some people.

One should figure out the real faces behind the
masks. Many are trying to mislead people with
false information,” she said.
Without naming the party, Banerjee lashed out

at senior advocate and CPI(M) leader Bikash
Ranjan Bhattacharya for initiating the legal pro-
ceedings that culminated in the Supreme Court
verdict. (PTI)

Will fight till my last breath: Mamata vows to protect sacked Bengal teachers, restore their dignity

Pleas against Waqf (Amendment) Act
‘vote bank interest litigations’: BJP

NEW DELHI, April 7: The BJP on
Monday criticised several public interest
litigations challenging the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act as “vote bank interest litiga-
tions”. BJP national spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawalla claimed that the
pleas filed in the Supreme Court by sev-
eral organisations are “merely an excuse
to incite their vote bank and create riot-
like situation in the country”.
He told reporters that the only people

whose interests will be harmed by the
new law is the land mafia which has
grabbed Waqf properties. “It seems to be
less PIL and more vote bank interest liti-
gation.”
The organisations behind the legal

challenge to the Act, including the Con-
gress, AIMIM, and some Muslim outfits,
were also behind the allegation that the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act will

snatch the citizenship of Muslims, Poon-
awalla alleged.
He said that the new law will ensure

social justice and the application of Con-
stitution in managing Waqf properties.
Many Muslim bodies and even Chris-

tian organisations have welcomed the
amendments to the Waqf Act, he noted,
asserting that it is not a “Hindu-Muslim”
issue.
The BJP spokesperson said the Con-

gress had used Parliament to overturn a
Supreme Court judgment, which had
provided alimony to divorced Muslim
women in the Shah Bano case in 1985.
When Parliament has now passed a law
for ensuring justice to the backward and
women among Muslims, the Congress is
again opposed to it, he added.
Earlier in the day, a bench comprising

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna and
Justices Sanjay Kumar and K V
Viswanathan agreed to consider, listing
for an urgent hearing, the plea of Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind, AIMIM leader Asaduddin
Owaisi and others, including Congress
MP Mohammad Jawed and AAP MLA
Amanatullah Khan on the issue.
The All India Muslim Personal Law

Board has also moved the top court
against the constitutional validity of the
Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025. (PTI)

Rahul, Priyanka should seek resignation of 
Karnataka home minister over ‘sexist’ comment: BJP
NEW DELHI, April 7: The BJP on Monday demanded
that Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra seek Karnataka Home Minister G Parameshwara’s
resignation over his comment that incidents like molesta-
tion do happen at times in a big city like Bengaluru.
BJP national spokesperson Shehzad Poonawalla al-

leged that Parameshwara is a “serial offender”, claiming
that he had made similar remarks trivialising crimes
against women during sexual assaults against them in the
Karnataka capital in 2017.
The BJP leader told reporters that the Karnataka Con-

gress leader has exhibited a brazen display of “most
shocking, misogynist, patriarchal, sexist and obnoxious
mindset” by trivialising an incident that has shocked the
country, especially women of the state.
Parameshwara was responding to the incident where a

woman was molested in a secluded place in Suddagun-
tepalya. “Police are working continuously round-the-
clock ignoring rain and cold. That is why there is peace
in Bengaluru. In a big city like Bengaluru, here and there
incidents like this do take place,” the minister said.
Poonawalla noted that the city police has been unable

to apprehend the criminals and accused the minister of
standing with the culprits. He claimed that the crimes
against women have seen a 50 per cent rise in the Con-

gress-ruled state.
He said Parameshwara might have dismissed the insult

heaped on Draupadi, the famous character from the epic
Mahabharata, as a minor incident even though it ended
up triggering the legendary war between Pandavas and
Kauravas. Poonawalla asked if Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s
“ladki hun lad sakti hun” campaign, which she had spear-
headed in the BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh in the run-up to the
2022 assembly poll, is a mere “empty tokenism and slo-
gan”. He said, “Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
should break silence and seek resignation from G Para-
meshwara.”
The BJP spokesperson cited several cases of crimes

against women, including the gang-rape of an Israeli
tourist, to target the Congress government and added that
several Congress leaders in the past have made similarly
provocative statements related to women.
Poonawalla said several women functionaries of the

Congress were sacked in the past for raising questions on
the treatment of women by party leaders.
“Insulting women is the identity of the Congress,” he

alleged and cited  Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowd-
hury’s controversial “Rashtrapatni” barb for President
Droupadi Murmu.
Chowdhury later apologised for his remark. (PTI)
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Badlapur accused death: HC says prima facie offence disclosed
MUMBAI, April 7: The Bombay
High Court on Monday ordered an
FIR against five policemen for the
custodial death of Badlapur sexual
assault case accused Akshay
Shinde, who was allegedly shot in
a police van, and setting up of an
SIT, noting that a prima facie of-
fence is disclosed.
A division bench rapped the Ma-

harashtra government for its “re-
luctance” to lodge an FIR, stating
that such action undermines the
state’s legitimacy and the common
man’s faith in the criminal justice
system.
When a prima facie offence is

disclosed, it is mandatory to lodge
a case, the bench of Justices Revati
Mohite Dere and Neela Gokhale
noted.
The bench said it was satisfied

that the encounter required a thor-
ough investigation as it is undis-
puted that the deceased succumbed
to bullet injuries inflicted by a po-
lice officer when he was in police
custody.
“We are of the opinion that a

cognisable offence is disclosed,
and as such, the police are duty-
bound to proceed in adherence
with the law. Reasonableness and
credibility of the information are
not conditions precedent for regis-
tering an FIR,” the bench said.
As a Constitutional court, the

HC cannot remain “mute specta-
tors” even though the parents of the
deceased had said they do not want
to pursue the case, the bench said.

The parents of Shinde had
claimed that their son was killed in
a fake encounter.
“When a prima facie offence is

disclosed, it is mandatory for a
case to be lodged. When a cognis-
able offence is disclosed, the police
are duty-bound to proceed in ad-
herence with the law. Reasonable-
ness and credibility of the
information is not a condition
precedent for registration of an
FIR,” the bench said.
Shinde, accused of sexually as-

saulting two minor girls at a school
in Badlapur in Thane district, was
allegedly killed in a police shoot on
September 23, 2024, when he was
being taken to Kalyan from the
Taloja prison for questioning in an-
other case.

The escorting police team had
claimed they had shot at the ac-
cused in self-defence after he
snatched the gun of one of them
and opened fire.
A magistrate inquiry report,

however, dismissed their argument
and indicted five police personnel.
Slamming the government for its

“reluctance” to lodge an FIR, the
bench said such action undermines
the state’s legitimacy and the com-
mon man’s faith in the criminal
justice system.
The bench added that a Consti-

tutional court cannot ignore the
state’s failure to fulfil its obliga-
tions and remain mute spectators.
The bench directed the joint

commissioner of Mumbai Police’s
crime branch Lakhmi Gautam to

form an SIT under a DCP and reg-
ister FIR.
The court said it was confident

that the SIT would unearth facts
and conduct a fair and impartial in-
vestigation from all angles, unin-
fluenced by anyone.
After the order was pronounced,

senior counsel Amit Desai, appear-
ing for the government, sought a
stay but the court refused.
“The only condition for record-

ing an FIR is that there must be in-
formation and that information
must disclose a cognisable offence,
both present in this case,” the HC
said.
The bench said a refusal to in-

vestigate a crime undermines the
rule of law, erodes public faith in
justice, and allows perpetrators to
go unpunished.
“The state’s reluctance to even

register an FIR has left the de-
ceased’s parents helpless, forcing
them to forgo closure over their
son’s untimely death. Such negli-
gence weakens public trust in insti-
tutions and compromises the
state’s legitimacy. As a constitu-
tional court, we cannot allow this
and be mute spectators,” it said.
The bench said police authorities

are duty bound to adhere to the
principles of law and SC judge-
ments and ensure that the case,
which prima facie discloses the
commission of a cognisable of-
fence, is taken to its logical end.
“Such action was warranted in

the interest of justice and to uphold

public confidence in the justice de-
livery system. The same is neces-
sitated, keeping in mind the adage
‘Justice must not only be done, but
seen to be done’,” the HC said.
“We are unable to understand

the reluctance of the State CID or
the police authorities to register an
FIR more particularly when the pe-
titioner’s (Akshay Shinde’s father
Anna Shinde) complaint and now
the inquiry report prima facie dis-
closes the commission of a cognis-
able offence,” the HC said.
The bench said the criminal jus-

tice system will acquire credibility
only when the citizens at large are
convinced that justice is based on
the foundation of truth.
“Crimes affect the entire society

and thus the legitimate interest of
the society in the investigation can-
not be brushed aside.
“It is important to strengthen the

faith and confidence of people in
the law enforcing agency and this
institution lest the faith of the peo-
ple in the administration of justice
stands shaken,” the court said.
Denial of a fair probe or delay is

as much injustice to the victim and
the society as to the accused, it
added.
Considering the facts in the

magistrate’s report, the court can-
not allow the issue to be swept
under the carpet, especially when
the moot question about adhering
to Constitutional norms and due
legal process is at stake, the bench
said. (PTI)

Illnesses, income woes: Delhi’s 
outdoor workers reel under heatwave
NEW DELHI, April 7: As World Health
Day is observed under the theme “My
health, My right”, thousands of outdoor
workers across the national capital — from
auto-rickshaw drivers and rickshaw pullers
to roadside vendors — are grappling with
a growing health crisis due to extreme heat
and air pollution.
The India Meteorological Department

(IMD) has issued a yellow alert for the
city, forecasting a heatwave to persist until
Wednesday. Delhi’s maximum tempera-
ture settled at 38.2 degrees Celsius, 3.1 de-
grees above the seasonal average on
Sunday. The minimum temperature was
18.5 degrees Celsius, and the Air Quality
Index (AQI) remained in the ‘poor’ cate-
gory at 209.
Highlighting the physical toll of the

heatwave, auto-rickshaw driver Santosh
Hazra said, “Skin gets burnt during a heat-
wave; loo also affects health. There’s
ample availability of free water in Delhi
but there’s a shortage of shaded areas to
rest.”
Another auto driver, Prashant Kumar

(24), complained of feeling drowsy during
the hot season.
“I’ve been working for 8 years now, and

summers have always been difficult, as it
greatly affects health. We get tired quickly,
which limits our working hours. Delhi pol-
lution also impacts us; we can feel it even
in summer.”
However, the scorching heat doesn’t

only bring physical hardships but also fi-

nancial distress.
Sarabjeet Singh, 45, who runs a fruit

cart near Red Fort, complained of heat-
wave impacting his income. “Due to the
scorching heat, we get tired very easily. It
impacts our income. Also, there are no
customers from 12 to 4 pm.”
On the other hand, 42-year-old Moham-

mad Haseem said the compounded effects
of heat and humidity reduce work and in-
crease costs. “There’s low income because
people don’t step out. We also end up
spending money on buying water and
lemon juice.”
Highlighting the environmental factors

contributing to rising temperatures, envi-
ronmentalist Bhavreen Kandhari told PTI,
“The expansion of concrete landscapes at
the expense of tree cover has intensified
the urban heat island effect, aggravating
temperature to extremes.”
Kandhari suggested that a comprehen-

sive, long-term strategy is needed that in-
cludes the protection and expansion of tree

cover to enhance biodiversity and sustain-
able urban planning to mitigate excessive
concretisation.
Meanwhile, a report by the NGO Sus-

tainable Futures Collaborative has warned
that while cities are taking short-term
emergency actions like distributing water
and adjusting work hours, long-term heat
resilience strategies remain weak or ab-
sent. These include occupational cooling,
insurance for lost wages, heat mapping of
urban hot spots and improving electricity
reliability, their recently-released report
suggested.
The IMD’s yellow alert also signals

moderate health concerns, particularly for
vulnerable groups such as the elderly, in-
fants, and those with chronic conditions.
Thirty-four-year-old Jaspreet Singh,

who has been running a food cart in the
Red Fort area for 11 years, said, “We are
habituated to this heat now, but we witness
people fainting now and then due to the
weather.”
Narendra Shah, a 70-year-old rickshaw

puller, is among the vulnerable popula-
tions most affected during heatwaves.
“This time, the weather has become

worse very early. I’m the sole breadwinner
in the family, and earnings get affected
during this time. However, I must mention
that there is ample availability of free
water across the city,” Shah told PTI.
Medical professionals have also warned

that the impact of such heat exposure is
often underestimated.

Dr Vivek Nangia, a senior pulmonolo-
gist, said, “First, the stage is heat cramps,
second is heat exhaustion wherein people
could develop dizziness, nausea, vomiting,
and stage three is heat stroke, where peo-
ple land up in hospitals and ICUs. It’s like
a medical emergency. The overall impact
is dehydration, loss of salt and minerals
from the body.”
He added that extreme heat can worsen

pre-existing heart, lung or kidney diseases,
and, in severe cases, it may lead to confu-
sion, organ failure or even death.
Measures that can be taken to avoid heat

include staying indoors during peak hours,
wearing light-coloured clothing, keeping
the head covered and consuming ample
fluids.
However, as the income of daily-wage

earners depends on street-based work,
these measures are difficult to follow.
The Sustainable Futures report also

highlighted that many Heat Action Plans
(HAPs) rely heavily on directives issued
during emergencies by disaster manage-
ment and health authorities. The long-term
institutionalisation of HAPs is weak across
cities. Measures such as creating shaded
rest areas, rooftop solar panels for cooling
and increasing urban green cover are not
consistently implemented in the most ex-
posed communities.
Delhi has expanded access to free drink-

ing water in many public areas, but workers
say other infrastructure, like shaded zones or
cooling shelters, remains scarce. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, April 7: The Supreme
Court on Monday directed the National
Consumer Disputes Redressal Commis-
sion (NCDRC) to consider afresh the
quantum of compensation payable under
an insurance policy to a company for its
losses in 2005.
A bench of Justices Sanjay Kumar and

Augustine George Masih was hearing an
appeal of the insurance firm against the
NCDRC’s August 2022 order.
The NCDRC held the insurance firm

was liable to compensate an Agra-based
company, which suffered losses due to the
collapse of a factory shed, under its policy.
The apex court said the company had

taken a comprehensive insurance policy
from the insurance firm against fire and
special perils, and the policy was operative
from June 30, 2005 to June 29, 2006.
It came on record that heavy rainfall on

August 1, 2005, led to the collapse of the
factory shed and caused the damage to the
plant, machinery, stocks and buildings.
The bench said the company raised an

insurance claim for ` 91 lakh following
which the insurance firm appointed a sur-
veyor who assessed the losses at ` 8.89
lakh.
The insurance firm repudiated the claim,

arguing the loss suffered was not due to the
insured peril of “inundation” and would,
therefore, fall outside the policy’s purview.
Aggrieved by the repudiation, the com-

pany approached the NCDRC, saying it
engaged an independent surveyor who
confirmed the damage was caused by in-
undation and assessed the loss at ` 46.97
lakh.
The company argued in the NCDRC

that its premises were renovated in 2003,
and the insured shed/factory buildings
were in a sound condition, obviating the
possibility of a collapse due to weakening
of walls or seepage.
The NCDRC directed the insurance firm

to pay ` 46.97 lakh to the company.

In the top court, the insurance firm said
it was not contesting its liability to pay
compensation under the policy but the
NCDRC did not properly deal with the
issue of the quantum of compensation.
“Having noted that the surveyor ap-

pointed by the appellant (insurance firm)
had assessed the damage at a much lesser
figure, i.e., ` 8,89,176, the NCDRC could
not have assumed that the appellant had
mutely accepted the enhanced estimation
of ̀ 46,97,085, as per the unilateral assess-
ment made by the surveyor appointed by
the respondent (company),” the bench
said.
The apex court said the NCDRC did not

independently apply its mind on deciding
the quantum of the claim and “blindly
acted” upon the alleged failure of the in-
surance firm to deny the assessment in sur-
veyor’s report produced by the company.
“This impression, as pointed out earlier,

was unfounded and erroneous,” the bench
said. The top court remitted the matter to
the NCDRC for a fresh consideration on
the quantum of the compensation under
the insurance policy for the losses suffered
by the respondent. It asked the NCDRC to
give priority to the matter and decide it ex-
peditiously. (PTI)

Decide compensation afresh under
insurance policy: SC to NCDRC

Adityanath inaugurates
13 developmental projects
GORAKHPUR (UP), April 7:
India is emerging as a global
leader because our growth trajec-
tory is stronger than that of any
other nation, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said on
Monday.
While inaugurating and laying

the foundation stone of 13 devel-
opment projects worth over ` 91
crore at the Madan Mohan
Malaviya University of Technol-
ogy here, he said the country has
witnessed resurgence as a global
economic power under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
This is the age of competition.

India was once a guiding light to
the world in education and tech-
nology, Adityanath said, adding
the country was known as a
‘Vishwa Guru’ (world teacher) be-
cause of its leadership in various
fields.
Highlighting India’s progress

since Independence, Adityanath
said that by 2014, India had be-
come the 11th largest economy in
the world, but it took 65-70 years
to get there. In the last ten years,
India has leaped ahead in every
sector. There is a new energy, a
new enthusiasm in the country.
He said India is now the fifth-

largest economy in the world and
is on track to become the third-
largest within the next two years.
India is emerging as a global

leader because our growth trajec-
tory today is stronger than any
other nation. In every field, India
is creating a new identity, he said.

Underlining the impact of lead-
ership, Adityanath said, the coun-
try, the resources, the system all
were the same earlier. But with the
visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Modi in the last ten years,
a transformed India is now reach-
ing new heights that the world is
eagerly watching.
Underscoring the crucial role of

technology institutions in shaping
society, he urged students to step
beyond campus boundaries and
develop low-cost, life-enhancing
innovations. He called for a peo-
ple-centric approach to technolog-
ical advancement.
“Technology should be afford-

able, sustainable, and aligned with
the goals of ‘ease of living’. When
tech becomes expensive, it dis-
tances itself from the common
man. Institutions must take the
lead in creating models that serve
societal needs,” he said.
Prior to the event, the chief min-

ister flagged off four CNG buses
from the university campus.
Highlighting the need for in-

digenous solutions, he posed a
challenge to the tech community
and asked “Can we develop a
model to build a house under
PMAY (Gramin) within ` 1.2 lakh
in just three months instead of
nine?”
He also pointed to the environ-

mental toll of brick kilns and
stressed the need for eco-
friendly alternatives and innova-
tive methods in solid-liquid
waste management using tradi-
tional techniques. (PTI)

Callousness in filing DCPCR vacancies can’t be appreciated: Delhi HC

NEW DELHI, April 7: Indian Navy warship INS Sahyadri, mis-
sion deployed in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), has arrived in
Colombo on a visit, highlighting the strengthening of maritime ties
between India and Sri Lanka, officials said on Monday.
Personnel from both navies will engage in knowledge-sharing

and joint activities to enhance operational synergy between the two
maritime forces, they said.
The visit underscores the longstanding partnership between the

two nations, furthering cooperation under India’s ‘Neighbourhood
First’ policy and vision MAHASAGAR (Mutual and Holistic Ad-
vancement for Security Across the Regions) initiatives, the officials
said. Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his visit to Mauritius in
March unveiled this grand vision for security and growth for the
Global South. Modi had announced that India’s new vision for the
Global South called “MAHASAGAR” will bring growth security.
“Strengthening maritime ties between India and Sri Lanka, the

Indian Navy’s Eastern Fleet warship INS Sahyadri mission de-
ployed in the IOR arrived at Colombo,” a Navy spokesperson said.
The visit marks a key moment in regional cooperation, reinforc-

ing mutual commitment to maritime safety and environmental pro-
tection, he said. (PTI)

DANTEWADA, April 7: At least 26 Nax-
alites, including three carrying bounties,
surrendered before security forces in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Dantewada district on Monday,
police said.
The cadres turned themselves in before

senior officials from the police and Central
Reserve Police Forces (CRPF), citing disil-
lusionment with the “hollow” and “inhu-
man” Maoist ideology, harsh forest life and
infighting within the outlawed outfit, Dan-
tewada Superintendent of Police Gaurav
Rai said.
He said the surrendered Naxalites be-

longed to Janmiltia, Revolutionary Party
Committee (RPC) and Janatana Sarkar
wings of Maoists and their frontal units like
Dandakaranya Adivasi Kisan Majdoor
Sangthan (DAKMS) and Chetna Natya
Mandli (CNM).
Of the surrendered cadres, Rajesh

Kashyap was active as the Aamdai area Jan-
militia commander and carried a reward of
` 3 lakh, while Kosa Madvi, head of the
Janatana Sarkar squad, and Chhotu Kun-
jam, a member of CNM, carried bounties of
` 1 lakh and ` 50,000 respectively, the offi-
cial said.
He said the 111th, 195th, 230th and 231st

battalions of the CRPF and local intelli-
gence unit were instrumental in the surren-
der.
With this, 953 Naxalites, including 224

carrying bounties, have so far quit violence
in the district under the ‘Lon Varratu’ (a
term coined in the local Gondi dialect
which means return to your home/village)
campaign, launched in June 2020, police
said. In 2024, 792 Naxalites had surren-
dered in the Bastar region, comprising
seven districts, including Dantewada, they
said. (PTI)

26 Naxalites surrender before security forces in Chhattisgarh

Railways land-for-jobs ‘scam’: SC refuses
to hear ED’s plea against bail to Lalu aide

NEW DELHI, April 7: The Supreme
Court on Monday refused to examine a
plea of the ED against the bail granted to
RJD chief Lalu Prasad Yadav’s close
aide and businessman Amit Katyal in a
money laundering case linked to the al-
leged land-for-jobs scam in the Indian
Railways. A bench of Justices M M Sun-
dresh and Rajesh Bindal said it was not
inclined to interfere with the Delhi High
Court order.
“No big fish. Main persons have not

been arrested. Why go on after only
small flies? Are you afraid of going after
them? Why have you not arrested 11
other accused?” the bench said.
Additional solicitor general S V Raju

said the order of the high court was bad
in law and needed to be set aside.
The high court on September 17 last

year granted bail to Katyal while depre-
cating the “pick and choose”  policy
adopted by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED). The high court noted despite no
other accused being arrested in the case
and given Katyal had joined the probe,
he was unceremoniously held from the
Indira Gandhi International Airport be-
fore he took off for Ranchi.
The bail order said the agency did not

explain the necessity of his arrest and
while it reflected a “pick and choose pol-
icy”, but also entitled Katyal to bail on
the ground that his role was “much less”
than the other accused.
Katyal, who was arrested by the ED

on November 10, 2023 under various
provisions of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), was granted

bail by the high court on furnishing a
personal bond of ` 10 lakh and two
sureties of the like amount.
While he sought bail on parity, arguing

the ED couldn’t adopt a pick and choose
policy, indicating discrimination, the ED
argued Katyal actively assisted Yadav
and his family members while handling
the proceeds generated through alleged
corrupt practices of the RJD supremo
who was then the railway minister.
The high court said no other accused

were arrested in the ED case, though
they were the alleged to be the main per-
petrators or beneficiaries of the offence
under the PMLA, and chargesheeted.
Katyal, the court said, was not a flight

risk as he joined the investigation and
never evaded summons.
The ED claimed that Katyal was the

director of a company named A K Infos-
ystems Private Limited, which acquired
land from candidates on behalf of Yadav.
Some other members of the RJD

supremo’s family are also accused in the
case. On May 22, a trial court dismissed
Katyal’s bail application, saying there
were no sufficient grounds to grant him
the relief, after which he approached the
high court.
The case is related to Group D ap-

pointments made in the West Central
Zone of the Indian Railways based in Ja-
balpur, Madhya Pradesh, during Yadav’s
tenure as the rail minister between 2004
and 2009 in return for land parcels gifted
or transferred by the recruits in the name
of the RJD supremo’s family or associ-
ates, officials said. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, April 7: The Delhi High Court on Monday pointed
out “callousness” on the part of the Delhi government in filling va-
cancies in the Delhi child rights commission and directed the se-
lection process for such posts to be completed in a time-bound
manner.
Observing the Delhi Commission for Protection of Child Rights

(DCPCR) was not functional since July 2023, a bench of Chief Jus-
tice D K Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela said children
rights had taken a backseat in the national capital.
The DCPCR was directed to fill vacancies within six weeks.
The bench also expressed concern on the menace of substance

abuse among children and directed the authorities to complete the
selection of members for District Child Protection Units (DCPUs)
within eight weeks.
“There is no gainsaying that the DCPCR performs certain im-

portant statutory functions to ensure protection of child rights.
However, on account of vacancies, such functions are not being
performed, as a result of which it is the rights of the children which
take a back seat. Such a situation, resulted on account of callousness
on part of the government, cannot be appreciated,” the bench said.
After the Delhi government counsel sought time to conclude the

process for vacancies in DCPCR, the court said the officials were
already in contempt of its order, mandating conclusion of the
process by the Department of Women and Child Development
within three months.
The court said constituting DCPCR was the duty of the officials,

entrusted to them by the legislature.
“Three months’ time was given in October (last year). Six

months (have lapsed). Not a single day is possible in terms of the
earlier order. You are already in contempt,” it said.
The bench questioned the counsel for not being able to complete

a “simple” selection process since July 2023.

“These measures have been annulled by you. They have been
made otiose. Have the officers ever visited New Delhi Railway sta-
tion or Old Delhi Railway Station or ISBT or other such places?
These measures are for the welfare of those children. Is the gov-
ernment not aware of the menace of substance abuse amongst chil-
dren?” it further asked.
The Delhi government counsel informed the bench that follow-

ing an advertisement issued in December last year, a screening
committee was constituted for DCPCR vacancies on January 31,
and a list of eligible candidates should soon be placed before the
committee.
For the district units, the counsel said, scrutiny was completed

and interviews would be scheduled by April end.
“We thus direct that the selection process for the members of dis-

trict child units shall be completed within eight weeks from today,”
the court ordered.
Saying DCPCR was not functional in Delhi since July 2023, and

especially that the time granted on October 25, 2024 to fill the va-
cancies ceased long ago, the bench gave a six-week timeline to fill
the posts.
The Delhi government was further directed to file an affidavit to

show compliance of the court order.
The court a week ago expressed concerns over vacancies in the

Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) and Juvenile Justice Boards
(JJBs).
On Monday, it was informed that all posts had been filled.
“Not only did the Central government approve but the notifica-

tion has also been issued by the government of the national capital
territory of Delhi,” additional solicitor general Chetan Sharma said.
While 12 members were notified for JJBs, apart from three

names in the reserve, eight chairpersons and 27 members were fi-
nalised for the CWC. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, April 7: The Crown Prince of Dubai,
Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed Al Maktoum, will
visit India on April 8-9, during which he will meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, hold talks with Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, and participate in a business
roundtable seeking to bolster India-UAE ties.
“His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed Al

Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, deputy prime
minister and minister of defence, the UAE, will visit
India on April 8-9,” the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) on Monday said in a statement announcing
the visit.
“This would be the first official visit of His High-

ness to India as the Crown Prince of Dubai,” it said.
Sheikh Hamdan’s visit follows an invitation by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who will host a
“working lunch for His Highness the Crown Prince”
on April 8, the MEA said in the statement.

Sheikh Hamdan will be accompanied by several
ministers, senior government officials and a high-
level business delegation, the MEA said.
“The visit of the Crown Prince will further solidify

the India-UAE Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
(CSP) and strengthen our multi-faceted ties with
Dubai,” the statement said.
During his visit, the Crown Prince will participate

in a business roundtable with prominent business
leaders from both sides in Mumbai.
“The interaction will strengthen India-UAE eco-

nomic and commercial cooperation across traditional
and futuristic areas,” the MEA said.
Traditionally, Dubai has played an important role

in India’s commercial, cultural and people-to-people
exchanges with the UAE.
The majority of India’s around 4.3 million dias-

pora in the UAE live and work in Dubai, the state-
ment said. (PTI)

Crown Prince of Dubai to visit India on April 8-9;
meet PM Modi, Jaishankar, Rajnath Singh

FIR AGAINST COPS AND SIT PROBE

Indian Navy warship INS Sahyadri arrives in Colombo
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Amar Prem Ka Andaaz is
back: Salman on ‘Andaz
Apna Apna’ re-release

HAD INITIALLY SAID NO TO ‘BLACK WARRANT’: 
PARAMVIR SINGH CHEEMA

NEW DELHI, April 7: Stand-up comedian Kunal Kamra on
Monday wrote an open letter to BookMyShow requesting the
online ticketing platform to either not delist him or to hand
over the contact information of audience members he has
earned through his solo shows over the years.

The letter, which he shared on his X page, comes days
after Shiv Sena claimed BookMyShow had taken Kamra
off the sale and artists list from its platform amid ongo-
ing controversy around his 'traitor' jibe against Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde.

"Dear BookMyShow, I understand that you need to
maintain a cordial relationship with the state,
and I know that Mumbai is a major hub for
live entertainment. Without the state's co-
operation, iconic shows like Coldplay
and Guns N' Roses wouldn't be possi-
ble...

"I request one of the following: Do
not delist me, or provide me with the
data (contact information) I've gen-
erated through your platform from
my audience," Kamra said in his
two-page letter.

On April 5, the Mumbai-born
comedian -- who is now a perma-

nent resident of Tamil Nadu -- had asked BookMyShow
whether the reports of him being delisted from the platform
were true.

"Hello @bookmyshow can you please confirm if I have your
platform to list my shows if not it's fine. I understandů

(sic)" he wrote on X. 
On Monday, the comedian also addressed his audi-

ences calling for a boycott of the platform over the
news of Kamra being delisted as an artist.

He said he was "not a fan of boycotts or down rating
a private business". 

"BookMyShow is well within their right
to do what's best for their business (sic).
However, the issue at hand isn't about
whether you can or will delist me-it's
about your exclusive right on listing our
shows. By not allowing artists to list
their shows through their own websites,
you've effectively prevented me from
accessing the audience I've performed

for from 2017 to 2025," he further stated
in the letter.

According to Kamra, BookMyShow
takes a 10 per cent cut of revenue for list-
ing shows.  (PTI)

NEW DELHI, April 7: Bolly-
wood superstar Salman Khan
on Monday shared a new trailer
of his 1994 cult comedy
“Andaz Apna Apna” ahead of
the re-release of the film in the-
atres.

The movie, which was both a
critical and commercial failure
at the time of its release, was
directed by Rajkumar Santoshi
and also starred Aamir Khan,
Raveena Tandon, and Karisma
Kapoor.

Presented by Vinay Pictures,
“Andaz Apna Apna” will once
again hit the big screen on
April 25.

It featured Aamir and Salman
as Amar and Prem as two gold
diggers who attempt to woo an
heiress called Raveena to have
access to her father’s wealth.

“Amar Prem Ka Andaaz is
back… #AndazApnaApna Re-

releasing In Cinemas on 25th
April 2025 Nationwide @An-
dazApnaApna_ @VinayPic-
tures #VinaySinha
@RajSantoshi #AamirKhan
@TandonRaveena #Karis-
maKapoor @nammsinha @pri-
tisinha333 @aamodsinha
@shreyoby,” Salman wrote on

X alongside a link to the new
trailer of “Andaz Apna Apna”.

Aamir Khan Productions, the
banner owned by Aamir, also
shared the trailer on the mi-
croblogging site.

“Vinay Pictures presents the
official #AndazApnaApnaR-
eRelease trailer. #AndazAp-
naApna Re-releasing In
Cinemas on 25th April 2025
Nationwide. #KarismaKapoor
@nammsinha @pritisinha333
@aamodsinha @shreyoby,” the
post read.

“Andaz Apna Apna” gained
cult status over the years after
repeat views of television, with
hilarious dialogues such as
“Teja main hoon, mark idhar
hai”, “Crime Master Gogo,
Mogambo ka Bhatija”, and “Do
dost ek cup mein chai piyenge”
only becoming more popular
through memes and reels in the
age of social media. (PTI)

MUMBAI, April 7: Follow-
ing the massive success of
“Gadar 2”, which reignited his
popularity among fans, Hindi
cinema star Sunny Deol says
he is ready to embark on a
new phase in his 42-year ca-
reer with a few upcoming
projects in the streaming
space.

Deol, the action star of
1990s films "Ghatak",
"Arjun", and "Damini", re-
turned to the movies with a
bang in 2023 with the sequel
to his 2001 blockbuster
"Gadar: Ek Prem Katha”.

The 67-year-old actor, who
is awaiting the release of his
film "Jaat", said his OTT
debut will allow people to
watch his work on more than
one medium.

“I'm doing a couple of proj-
ects for OTT, and they are not
meant for the silver screen be-
cause the audience of that is

niche. So, it's best to go there
(OTT). People keep watching
your films on different plat-
forms.

“It is an interesting thing
(medium) for actors and di-
rectors because it offers all
kinds of variety, and you don't
have to restrict yourself to
something,” Deol told PTI in
an interview here.

The actor said he wants to
explore "newer kinds of
roles".

“I'm already doing some-
thing (like that), I'm looking
into it. But it all depends if a
writer and director offer you
something (different). If you
try and look for it, then it be-
comes difficult,” he added.

Deol credited OTT plat-
forms for making his films
relevant for the new genera-
tion of cinema goers.

“Those who didn't see our
films in cinema (halls) but it

MUMBAI, April 7: "Chamak"
star Paramvir Singh Cheema,
who gained prominence with the
acclaimed series "Black War-
rant", says he had reservations
about starring in the Netflix
show as didn't want to play a
supporting role.

In the prison drama, created
by Vikramaditya Motwane and
Satyanshu Singh, Cheema por-
trays a no-nonsense jailer named
Shivraj Singh Mangat, worried
about his younger brother who
has fallen in with insurgents.

"Black Warrant" had Zahan
Kapoor, the grandson of late cin-
ema legend Shashi Kapoor, play
the lead in the show as Tihar
jailer Sunil Gupta. “I had got a
call from Mukesh Chhabra's
team and I had initially said no
to it because I was already play-
ing the lead role (in 'Chamak').

My manager also said, ‘I'm al-
ready playing a lead role, but in
‘Black Warrant', someone else is
the lead',” Cheema told PTI in an
interview. But destiny had other
plans.  The actor, also known for
web series "Tabbar" and TV
show "Kaleerein", met with a
casting director at Chhabra's of-
fice in Aram Nagar, a bustling
area in suburban Mumbai
renowned for its casting agencies
and production houses. “The guy
said ‘It is a Vikramaditya Mot-
wane show, do you want to skip
this? Have you read the full
script?' I said no. He insisted I
give auditions, and I did. I was
finalised and met Vikram sir. The
only thing I asked him was, 'If
you will capture every beat of
my silence,' and he said, ‘I will',”
he recalled.

Once “Black Warrant” pre-

miered in January, the response
was overwhelming, and Cheema
was inundated with messages
and calls from fans and notable
filmmakers, especially from the
South. “Initially, I would feel
that my work has not reached a
certain stage where it should, but
eventually it did with ‘Black
Warrant',” he said.

Going forward, the Jalandhar-
born actor wants to work with
Hansal Mehta, Anubhav Sinha,
and Rajkumar Hirani.

“I want to be part of good
scripts that give me a kick or
play a role that's different from
what I've done in the past. It's a
director who helps an actor bring
out their best. Without a good di-
rector, an actor is nothing, you
need a good director to produce
a good performance.”

Cheema is also set to star in

the sequel of the 1997 block-
buster “Border”, which will
mark his Hindi cinema debut. He
almost missed out on the film,
directed by Anurag Singh of
"Kesari" fame, due to scheduling
conflicts. “A lot of things hap-
pened, like budget and date is-
sues, but Anurag sir worked out
everything for me because he
was adamant that he wanted me
to be part of ‘Border 2'. I told
him, ‘Don't waste me in the film
because I'm selective about the
work I want to do'. “He said, ‘I
won't offer you a film where you
have two lines'. It's a good role
and there's an arc to your charac-
ter',” he said. Asked about work-
ing with Diljit Dosanjh in
“Border 2”, Cheema said he
doesn't have any scenes with the
Punjabi actor-singer.

“We all have our individual

stories.” His latest project is the
second part of SonyLIV's musi-
cal thriller series “Chamak - The
Conclusion”, directed by Rohit
Jugraj. The actor reprises the role
of Kaala, a young aspiring rap-
per who returns to his native
Punjab from Canada to unravel
the death of his father Taara
Singh, a legendary singer who
was shot dead during a packed
performance years ago.

Cheema said the makers shot
both seasons of the show in one
go. “People love grey-shaded
characters because we hide that
side of our personality in real
life, so maybe some people res-
onated with that aspect. Besides,
music played a pivotal role in at-
tracting audiences to the show. A
lot of people said they loved the
wild and psycho side of Kaala,”
he said. (PTI) 

became relevant on digital
platforms, and today's gener-
ation got to see it. I thank
God and everybody for lov-
ing us so much.”

Billed as a high-octane
drama with larger-than-life
action sequences, “Jaat” is
different from his previous
movies, he said.

The film, set to be released
on April 10, is directed by
south filmmaker Gopichand
Malineni, known for "Don
Seenu", "Bodyguard",
"Balupu", and "Veera Simha
Reddy".

“I enjoyed working on
‘Jaat' because it was a re-
freshing thing to do. When-
ever we do South films, they
are mostly remakes. For me
it's a new film. For the first
time, I'm working with a
South director, and it has
been a great experience. We
all learn so much from each

other,” he said.
For Deol, he always looks

at the story before signing a
film, not action sequences.

"It's the story and the char-
acters that drive the character
to do what he does, and all of
this makes the action look
good. Most of the subjects
that I've done or the charac-
ters I've portrayed are de-
fending or fighting for
something or are stuck in
some situation wherein he
(hero) stands up and fights.
In real life, too, I believe
you've to fight it out to be
where you want to be," he
said.

Besides "Jaat" and his up-
coming OTT projects, Deol
has a host of films lined up
including, "Border 2", a se-
quel to his iconic 1997 film.

“I have emotions attached
with every film because
every film is a baby. You
want to do your best every
time. When you do part two
(‘Border 2'), you can justify
things, and people get happy
and satisfied, but there's al-
ways pressure as well. How-
ever, we will ensure that we
don't overthink things," he
added.

He is also collaborating
with renowned filmmaker
and his longtime friend Ra-
jkumar Santoshi on period
drama "Lahore 1947", and is
reported to play a pivotal
role in Nitesh Tiwari's two-
part "Ramayana".

"Jaat" also features Ran-
deep Hooda, Vineet Kumar
Singh, Saiyami Kher and
Regina Cassandra.

Produced by Mythri Movie
Makers and People Media
Factory, the film will release
in Hindi, Tamil and Telugu
languages. (PTI) 

Kunal Kamra asks BookMyShow
to not delist him, share contact
of audiences from his shows

Ram Charan-
starrer ‘Peddi’ 

to release 
next March

NEW DELHI, April 7: "Peddi", star-
ring popular Telugu actor Ram Charan, is
set to be released in cinemas on March
27, 2026.

The actor, known for films such as
"RRR", "Yevadu", "Magadheera", and
"Dhruva", made the announcement on
Sunday on the occasion of Ram Navami.

"Peddi" is directed by Buchi Babu
Sana and presented by Mythri Movie
Makers and Sukumar Writings under the
banner of Vriddhi Cinemas.

"Here's the #PeddiFirstShot Happy Sri
Rama Navami #PEDDI will see you in
cinemas 27th March, 2026," Charan

wrote on X alongside the link to the first
glimpse of the upcoming movie.

In the 1.05-minute "first shot" of
"Peddi", the actor is shown wielding a
cricket bat and hitting the ball out of the
park. 

"Peddi" also stars Janhvi Kapoor,
Shiva Rajkumar, Jagapathi Babu and Di-
vyenndu. It is produced by Venkata
Satish Kilaru, with music by AR Rah-
man, cinematography by R Rathnavelu,
production design by Avinash Kolla and
editing by Navin Nooli. 

Charan was last seen in "Game
Changer", directed by S Shankar. (PTI) 

I’M DOING A
COUPLE OF
PROJECTS 
FOR OTT:

SUNNY DEOL

Page 10 April 8_Normal Pages  4/7/2025  8:03 PM  Page 1



TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2025 SPORTS THE HILLS TIMES     11

NINGBO (CHINA), April 7:
India's top shuttlers, including
Lakshya Sen, HS Prannoy and
two-time Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu, will try to overcome their
string of below-par performances
this season when the opening-
round matches in the Badminton
Asia Championships commence
here on Tuesday.
Besides the two top-ranked In-

dian men's singles players in the
world, Prannoy (17th) and Sen
(18th), Kiran George (34th) and
Priyanshu Rajawat (35th) will aim
to put up a good show, while in
women's singles, Sindhu, whose
world ranking has dropped to
17th, will hope to recover her form
in the continental event. The other
Indians in the fray, the young
Malvika Bansod (23rd), Anupama
Upadhyaya (43rd) and Aakarshi
Kashyap (48th), will be keen to
make an impact in an extremely
tough field. Sen, a bronze medal-
list at the 2021 World Champi-
onships, will open his campaign
against Chinese Taipei's Lee Chia-
Hao, a finalist at the All England
Championships early this month,
in the USD 500,000 tournament. 
Prannoy, who hasn't been at his

best since suffering a bout of
Chikengunya, will face China's
Guang Zu Lu in his first match.
Priyanshu Rajawat has been
drawn against Thailand's Kan-

taphon Wangcharoen, while Kiran
George will face a qualifier.
In the women's singles, two-

time Olympic medallist Sindhu
will begin her campaign against
world No. 34 Ester Nurumi Tri
Wardoyo of Indonesia, while her
compatriots face stiffer challenges. 
Anupama will take on Thai-

land's former world champion
Ratchanok Intanon, seeded eighth,
while Malvika has been drawn
against China's Fang Jie Gao.
Aakarshi Kashyap faces second
seed Yue Han of China.
In women's doubles, the pair of

Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopic-
hand, ranked 9th, will face a qual-
ifier in their opening match. Priya
Konjengbam and Shruti Mishra
will also compete in the women's
doubles event with their opponents
being Chinese Taipei's Shuo Yun
Sung and Chien Hui Yu.
In men's doubles, India will be

represented by the unheralded duo
of Hariharan Amsakarunan and
Ruban Kumar Rethinasabapathi,
along with Pruthvi Krishnamurthy
Roy and Sai Pratheek K. The
mixed doubles event will feature
Rohan Kapoor/Ruthvika Shivani
Gadde, Sathish
Karunakaran/Aadya Variyath,
Dhruv Kapila/Tanisha Crasto, and
Ashith Surya/Amrutha Pra-
muthesh. The event will conclude
on April 13. (PTI) 

Top Indian shuttlers eye glory at
Badminton Asia Championships

KOLKATA, April 7: Kolkata
Knight Riders have discovered
a surprise hero Vaibhav Arora
in the post Mitchell Starc era,
and the team management trusts
the pacer so much now that they
are not hesitant to pick him
ahead of more reputed interna-
tional names, assistant coach
Ottis Gibson said on Monday.
Arora has been a revelation

with the new ball, producing a
match-winning spell of 3/29
against Sunrisers Hyderabad.
His scalps included the prized
wickets of Travis Head and
Ishan Kishan, which derailed
SRH's chase.
"Yeah, I think he's (Arora)

done very well for us. You
know, both him and Harshit
(Rana) have done very well for
us," Gibson said at the pre-
match press conference ahead
of his side's game against Luc-
know Super Giants.
"You look at the fact that in

the last game, for instance, that
we were able to leave out
Spencer Johnson, an interna-
tional player, to play these two
guys and back them because we
trust them. We know what
they're doing," he added. 
Johnson, the Australian left-

arm pacer, has struggled for
rhythm, managing just one
wicket from three matches
while conceding 10 runs an
over. But Arora and Harshit led
the pace attack admirably
alongside Andre Russell. The
trio combined to take six wick-
ets, eventually bowling out
SRH for a paltry 120 and seal-
ing an emphatic 80-run victory.
Arora is now the joint-lead-

ing wicket-taker for the fran-
chise with their ace India
spinner Varun Chakravarthy --
6 wickets apiece. 

The former West Indies pacer
credited Arora's hard work with
mentor Dwayne Bravo for his
improved performances.
"We know how hard Vaib-

hav is working with (mentor)
DJ (Dwayne) Bravo in terms
of strategies, in terms of how
he's going to set up his overs
and how he's going to look to
take wickets. That's working
very well and hopefully that
will continue to work," Gib-
son said.
"But like I said, the fact that

we were able to leave out an in-
ternational (bowler) and trust
these two local guys and they
went out and performed for us
was a really pleasing sight."
Asked whether spin or pace is

the bigger strength of the KKR
bowling unit, Gibson offered a
nuanced response.
"Bowling is the strength. We

have no strengths. If we take
wickets with a new ball, then
we can be very dangerous in the
middle-overs, of course, with

Varun and Sunil (Narine)," he
said. "And if we don't take
wickets with a new ball, then
we've still got those guys that
we can utilise in the middle-
overs. We played Moeen Ali
who bowled very well for us in
Rajasthan and he didn't even get
to bowl any overs in the last
game. We've got some more
overs into Russell."
Gibson acknowledged that

while Russell could be expen-
sive at times, his knack for
picking up crucial wickets
makes him a valuable asset.
"He might go for runs but he

always takes a wicket for us.
He's a partnership-breaker and
we use him in that way as an
impact sort of bowler. If you
like to come on and take a
wicket, then we can get him off
and get one of our better
bowlers back on," he explained.
Sunil Narine has been strug-

gling for big runs at the pole po-
sition but Gibson played down
any concern. (PTI) 

Gibson hails Vaibhav, says
pacer’s fine run has helped
KKR take bold selection calls

LIFTING OF SALIVA BAN IN IPL BRINGS BOWLERS
BACK INTO THE GAME: PBKS’ LOCKIE FERGUSON

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA.,
April 7 Lionel Messi scored for
the third time in four Major
League Soccer matches this sea-
son, helping Inter Miami get a 1-
1 tie with Toronto FC on Sunday
night.
It was Messi’s 40th goal across

all competitions since joining
Inter Miami, extending his fran-
chise record. The goal Sunday
was a left-footed volley from the
top of the 18-yard box about five
minutes into first-half stoppage
time.
The tie left Inter Miami (4-0-

2) one point behind Columbus in
the Eastern Conference, with one
match in hand.
Messi’s goal tied the match,

three minutes after Federico
Bernardeschi opened the scoring
for Toronto (0-4-3). Messi had
what appeared to be a goal wiped

out earlier in the first half after it
was determined he committed a
foul shortly before that score.
Toronto had the lead for only

the second time all season — the
first was a 19-minute stretch
against Chicago last month. This
time, Messi took it away quickly.
Messi has had at least one

point in all four MLS matches in
which he has appeared this sea-
son for Inter Miami, which is 8-
1-2 overall this season when
adding in four victories in CON-
CACAF Champions Cup
matches. The loss was a 1-0 de-
cision against LAFC in a Cham-
pions Cup match last week; the
second leg of that matchup is
Wednesday in Fort Lauderdale.
Toronto plays Saturday at

home against Minnesota. Inter
Miami resumes MLS play next
Sunday at the Chicago Fire. (AP) 

Lionel Messi
scores for Inter

Miami in 1-1 MLS
tie with Toronto

PARIS, April 7: When Aston
Villa coach Unai Emery returns
to Parc des Princes for the first
leg of the Champions League
quarterfinals against Paris Saint-
Germain on Wednesday, it may
stir up some difficult memories
for him.
In contrast, Villa’s on-loan for-

ward Marcus Rashford will
doubtless recall one of his happi-
est soccer experiences.
For Villa defender Lucas

Digne and attacking midfielder
Marco Asensio, the trip could be
a case of mixed feelings.
Emery was PSG’s coach for

one of the biggest humiliations in
Champions League history.
That was eight years ago,

when PSG faced Barcelona in
the Round of 16 and became the
first team in Champions League
history to throw away a 4-0 lead
from the first leg, losing 6-1 in
the return.
PSG then lost the Ligue 1 title

to Kylian Mbappé's Monaco.
A few months later, PSG spent

422 million euros (then $456
million) during the offseason to
buy Neymar from Barcelona and
Mbappé in a stunning double
swoop. But even they could not
save Emery. He left at the end of
the following season after two
difficult years during which PSG
went out twice in the last 16 of
the Champions League, but he
also made his mark as a coach
willing to stand up to player
power. “It was a difficult time,”
Emery said. “For the team to
adapt to me and for me to adapt
to the team.”
Villa seems to have adapted

very well to his methods. The
Birmingham-based club is on a
seven-game winning run heading
into its first quarterfinal in the

competition since 1983.
Emery, who has won the Eu-

ropa League a record four times
as a coach, guided unheralded
Villarreal to the Champions
League semifinals in 2022.
The season after Emery’s de-

parture, PSG experienced an-
other Champions League blow.
On that occasion, it was Rash-

ford who dealt it.
He scored a penalty deep into

stoppage-time as an injury-hit
Manchester United knocked out
PSG in the last 16 on away goals,
winning 3-1 after losing the first
leg 2-0. The defeat infuriated
Thomas Tuchel, who was hired
after Emery left. Tuchel said he
couldn’t understand why some of
his players arrived late for the
pre-match preparations.
PSG’s Qatari owners QSI were

preparing for a third season at the
helm of the club with new coach
Laurent Blanc, and he signed
Digne from French rival Lille for
15 million euros (then $16.2 mil-
lion). 
It was a big fee for an un-

proven 20-year-old defender, but
the quick and skillful Digne was
impressive at times with his per-
formances at left back.
However, he was unable to

hold down a regular place and,
after being loaned to Roma, he
joined Barcelona in 2016.
His transition to the Premier

League, first to Everton and then
Villa four years ago, saw him be-
come a consistent and respected
Premier League defender.
The 31-year-old Digne re-

cently reached 50 caps for
France. Emery sensed an oppor-
tunity during the winter transfer
window and got Asensio on loan
from PSG until the end of the
season. (AP) 

Painful memories travel
with Villa coach Unai
Emery as he returns to

PSG in Champions League

NEW DELHI, April 7: Pun-
jab Kings pacer Lockie Fergu-
son has given a big thumbs up
to the lifting of saliva ban in the
IPL, saying it will bring the
bowlers "back into the game" by
helping them procure reverse
swing, a crucial factor in death
overs. 
As per the amended rules in

the post-Covid era, bowlers can
now use saliva to shine the ball
which can help it reverse even
in benign conditions. 
The New Zealander has so far

taken three wickets in the IPL
with a best of 2/37 against Ra-
jasthan Royals in Mullanpur.
"From a fast bowler's point of

view, bowling at the death, any
assistance we can get to get the
ball moving legally and make

an impact with it is always
greatly appreciated," Ferguson
told PTI Videos.
"We have high-scoring games

here, which is great... but I sup-
pose if you can shut out overs at
the death with the use of reverse
swing, then that's helpful," he
added.
The BCCI had lifted the ban

on use of saliva on the ball in
the IPL last month after a major-
ity of the captains agreed to its
proposal.
The International Cricket

Council (ICC) had banned the
age-old practice of applying
saliva to shine the ball as a pre-
cautionary measure during the
COVID-19 pandemic. In 2022,
the world body made the ban
permanent.

The IPL too included the ICC
ban in its playing conditions in
the aftermath of the pandemic
but its guidelines are outside the
purview of the sport's governing
body.
The IPL 2025 has witnessed

several close matches, and
fewer runaway totals, partly due
to the slight re-balancing of the
scale between the bat and the
ball.
"We have such dry wickets

here in the IPL and sort of dry
conditions... I think, it (use of
saliva) brings the bowlers back
into the game a little bit more,
which is great. We want to see a
contest between bat and ball. I
think everyone wants that," he
said.
Ferguson, who has not yet

bowled in the death overs this
season, hailed PBKS' death-
bowling options.
"I don't think it's that I just

haven't been given a chance at
the death, that's IPL cricket.
That adaptability is a huge part
of being a modern-day T20
player... we have so many great
death options in our team that
(captain) Shreyas (Iyer) has to
look at,” he said.
The Kiwi pacer had lots of

praise for his new-ball partner,
Arshdeep Singh, calling him a
"lively character" and a fast-
bowling workhorse.
"I'm in awe of Arshdeep, re-

ally. He's an exceptional
bowler... he absolutely loves fast
bowling. He loves bowling at
the death. He loves bowling

with a new ball. He's hungry for
the ball,” said Ferguson.
Ferguson acknowledged Ar-

shdeep's growing leadership
within the group, saying, "He's
the first person to run up and
provide some words of wisdom
or comfort or support. I think
he's a big leader in this group."
Ferguson is hopeful that his

side has the potential to go all
the way this year. PBKS are on
four points with two wins and a
loss.
"I wouldn't be here if we did-

n't think we could win the com-
petition," he said.
"It's a long road, but I feel

very privileged to be here with
a good group... hopefully we
can go the distance," he said.
(PTI) 

NYON (SWITZERLAND),
April 7: Ticket prices at the
men's Champions League final
are unchanged from last year for
most fans of the two competing
teams with big increases only
for high-end seats, UEFA said
Monday.
Each finalist will get 18,000

tickets for the May 31 game at
Bayern Munich's stadium with a
special lowest-price rate of 70
euros ($77). That's the same
price as the lowest cost tickets
at the 2024 final played at Wem-
bley Stadium in London.
Substantial price hikes have

been added to the two highest-
rated categories of seats. Top-
price tickets go from 713 euros
($781) last year to 950 euros
($1,040) this time, and “cate-
gory 2” tickets rise from 500
euros ($548) last year to 650
euros ($712), UEFA said.
Ticket revenue from UEFA

club finals goes into the overall
pot of billions of euros (dollars)
in revenue from broadcasting
and commercial deals that is
mostly paid back to hundreds of
clubs each season as prize
money and solidarity payments.
Real Madrid, the Champions
League winner last year, got the
highest payment of $154 mil-
lion from UEFA.
UEFA said 38,700 tickets of

the 64,500 available for the
showpiece game in Munich are
sold “directly for fans and the
general public to purchase.”
In addition to quotas for the

two finalists, a further 2,700
tickets can be bought by fans
worldwide on UEFA's website.
Buyers are limited to two tick-
ets.
More than 25,000 tickets are

reserved for sponsors, broad-
casters, national soccer federa-
tions and UEFA guests. (AP) 

CL final price freeze for fans
of competing teams but big
increases for high-end seats

MONACO, April 7: Novak
Djokovic will get the chance to
avenge one of the more surpris-
ing losses of his career.
The 24-time Grand Slam

champion will face 32nd-ranked
Alejandro Tabilo in his opening
match of the Monte Carlo Mas-
ters. Tabilo rallied past 2014
champion Stan Wawrinka 1-6,
7-5, 7-5 in the first round Mon-
day to set up the second-round
rematch with Djokovic, who he
beat at the Italian Open last

year. Djokovic, who had a first-
round bye in Monte Carlo, won
only five games against Tabilo
in Rome.
It will be Djokovic's first

match since losing the Miami
Open final to Jakub Mensik.
The Monte Carlo Masters is

first big clay-court tournament
of the year. Also in the round of
64 Monday, Jiri Lehecka beat
Sebastian Korda 6-3, 7-6 (7)
and Marcos Giron beat Denis
Shapovalov 6-3, 7-6 (5). (AP)

Djokovic gets chance to 
avenge loss to Tabilo in Monte

Carlo Masters meeting
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Dhoni’s presence affecting balance
as CSK face tricky Punjab test

MULLANPUR, April 7: The
distinct lack of firepower in Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni’s death overs
batting is a sensitive area that
Chennai Super Kings need to ad-
dress ahead of their away IPL clash
against Punjab Kings here on Tues-
day.

In one of their worst starts to an
IPL season, CSK have now com-
pleted a hat-trick of defeats, all
while chasing.

While Punjab Kings lost their
previous game against Rajasthan
Royals at home but on current
form as well as on paper, Shreyas
Iyer’s side looks more well-
rounded than CSK who are grap-
pling with combination
problems.

Dhoni’s presence at the back-
end, which once was considered a
boon, is turning into bane for the
‘Yellow Brigade’.

But such is the aura of the man
playing his 18th IPL season (only
one apart from Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma), that no one in the
CSK ranks can probably walk up
to the man and show him the mir-
ror.

While ‘Brand Dhoni’ still rules
the hearts of CSK aficionados and
cheer is deafening when he enters
the turf, the game against Delhi
Capitals was certainly an awaken-
ing for his supporters that there is
more to a team than their ‘Beloved
Thala’ and probably it’s time to
move on.

The opposition teams now ex-
pect to bat first and somehow score
anything above 180 knowing that

it would be an uphill task for CSK
unless Shivam Dube fires.

Now Dube is a muscular hit and
miss kind of a player and odds of
his success with his template will
always be 50-50.

Dhoni’s greatness in all these
years has been his immaculate
sense of timing whether it is bid-
ding adieu to captaincy or retiring
from international game. Will he
decide himself once again or wait
for the nudge?

With Dhoni being the same
player and no one to “bell the cat”,

CSK are in unusual mess with a
mis-firing top-order where the
skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad has had
to give up his opening slot.

“No, that’s not my role to put an
end to it. I have no idea. I’m just
enjoying working with him. He’s
still going strong. I don’t even ask
these days. You guys are the ones
that ask (about retirement),” head
coach Stephen Fleming’s helpless-
ness was evident after the 25-run
loss to DC where the former skip-
per didn’t even try at times to go
for big shots.

Yuzvendra Chahal, the seasoned
leg-spinner, will certainly play a
key role against Chennai Super
Kings as he enjoys a favourable
match-up against his former India
captain.

Chahal and Dhoni have been pit-
ted against each other 10 times in
various IPL games and the
Haryana bowler has dismissed the
legend five times.

For Punjab Kings, skipper Iyer
and young Nehal Wadhera’s form
keeps them in good stead.

Teams:
Chennai Super Kings: Ruturaj

Gaikwad (c), MS Dhoni (wk),
Ravindra Jadeja, Shivam Dube,
Matheesha Pathirana, Noor
Ahmad, Ravichandran Ashwin,
Devon Conway, Syed Khaleel
Ahmed, Rachin Ravindra, Rahul
Tripathi, Vijay Shankar, Sam Cur-
ran, Shaik Rashid, Anshul Kamboj,
Mukesh Choudhary, Deepak
Hooda, Gurjanpreet Singh, Nathan
Ellis, Jamie Overton, Kamlesh Na-
garkoti, Ramakrishnan Ghosh,
Shreyas Gopal, Vansh Bedi (wk),
Andre Siddarth.

Punjab Kings: Shreyas Iyer (c),
Yuzvendra Chahal, Arshdeep
Singh, Marcus Stoinis, Nehal Wad-
hera, Glenn Maxwell, Vyshak Vi-
jaykumar, Yash Thakur, Harpreet
Brar, Vishnu Vinod, Marco Jansen,
Lockie Ferguson, Josh Inglis,
Xavier Bartlett, Kuldeep Sen, Pyla
Avinash, Suryansh Shedge,
Musheer Khan, Harnoor Pannu,
Aaron Hardie, Priyansh Arya, Az-
matullah Omarzai

Match Starts at 7:30 pm. (PTI) 

KOLKATA, April 7: Sunil
Narine will come face-to-face
with his ‘clone’ and biggest fan
Digvesh Rathi when Kolkata
Knight Riders host Lucknow
Super Giants in a high-stakes
IPL afternoon clash at the Eden
Gardens here on Tuesday.

Both sides are locked at four
points from as many games --
two wins apiece -- going into
the contest.

For the home side, it has been
a season of mixed returns so far.
After early defeats to Royal
Challengers Bengaluru and
Mumbai Indians, KKR roared
back to form in their last outing
-- a commanding win over Sun-
risers Hyderabad -- following a
long-awaited middle-order
resurgence.

Their costliest buy Venkatesh
Iyer finally delivered while
Rinku Singh and veteran
Ajinkya Rahane provided vital
contributions.

Promising youngster Angkr-
ish Raghuvanshi also caught the
eye with his fluency and text-
book technique.

But one area of concern con-
tinues to plague the Knight Rid-
ers -- their misfiring opening
partnership.

The opening duo of Quinton
de Kock and Sunil Narine has
struggled to give them flying
starts that Phil Salt provided last
season.

Their highest stand this sea-
son has been 44 runs while the
openers have managed 4, 1, and
14 in the other games.

Narine has looked scratchy
and inconsistent, raising ques-
tions over his role at the top. It
wouldn’t be surprising if
Raghuvanshi is pushed up
alongside de Kock.

KKR know that Narine’s im-
portance is not just about scor-
ing runs. With Narine and Rathi
in opposite camps, it will be fas-
cinating to see who outshines
the other -- the master or the ap-
prentice.

Rathi, who was spotted after
a strong Delhi Premier League
showing, now finds himself
against the man who ‘shaped his
cricketing dream’.

“I fell in love with bowling
after watching Sunil Narine,”
Rathi said after bagging the
Player of the Match award
against MI. “I want to stay
calm like him, attack batters,
and be fearless in crunch situ-
ations.”

With Imran Tahir’s hairstyle,
Narine’s bowling action, and
Kesrick Williams’ notebook cel-
ebration, Rathi has combined
style with substance to become
one of the most fascinating sto-
ries of IPL 2025.

On Friday night against
Mumbai Indians at the Ekana,
while every other LSG bowler
went for 10 or more runs an
over, Rathi stood out with fig-
ures of 4-0-21-1.

In four matches so far, Rathi
has taken six wickets at an im-
pressive economy rate of 7.62 -
- conceding more than eight
runs per over only once.

His control over length and
clever variations has earned
praise from experts and coaches
alike.

While Rathi’s bowling has
been exceptional, his on-field
celebrations have courted con-
troversy. He has already been
fined twice -- once for physical
contact with PBKS batter
Priyansh Arya, and again after
the MI game for his ‘notebook’
celebration.

He now sits on three demerit
points -- a point away from a
one-match suspension.

Will Rathi risk his signature
celebration again in front of his
hero Narine? That remains to be
seen.

LSG come into this contest
riding high after a 12-run win
over Mumbai Indians in Luc-
know.

Mitchell Marsh has been
striking the ball cleanly at the
top, while Aiden Markram, after
a quiet start to the season, re-
turned to form with an impactful
fifty against MI.

However, Rishabh Pant’s
poor run thus far in the IPL has
already sparked criticism from
fans and experts alike.

Having been bought for a
record INR 27 crore, the pres-
sure is only growing on the LSG
skipper, especially with team
owner Sanjiv Goenka known
for his passionate involvement
in the game.

After a much publicised
‘schooling’ session with KL
Rahul last season, it remains to
be seen how long Goenka’s pa-
tience holds if Pant’s lean patch
continues.

Teams:
Kolkata Knight Riders:

Quinton de Kock (wk), Sunil
Narine, Ajinkya Rahane (c),
Angkrish Raghuvanshi,
Venkatesh Iyer, Rinku Singh,
Manish Pandey, Andre Russell,
Ramandeep Singh, Harshit
Rana, Spencer Johnson, Varun
Chakaravarthy, Anrich Nortje,
Vaibhav Arora, Anukul Roy, Lu-
vnith Sisodia, Moeen Ali, Rov-
man Powell, Mayank
Markande, Rahmanullah Gur-
baz and Chetan Sakariya.

Lucknow Super Giants:
Rishabh Pant (c & wk), Abdul
Samad, Akash Deep, Akash
Singh, Avesh Khan, Ayush
Badoni, Matthew Breetzke, Yu-
vraj Chaudhary, Rajvardhan
Hangargekar, Himmat Singh,
Shamar Joseph, Aryan Juyal,
Arshin Kulkarni, Aiden
Markram, Mitchell Marsh,
David Miller, Nicholas Pooran,
Prince Yadav, Digvesh Rathi,
Ravi Bishnoi, Shahbaz Ahmed,
Manimaran Siddharth, Shardul
Thakur and Mayank Yadav.

Match starts: 3.30pm. (PTI) 

Narine meets his
‘fanboy’ Rathi as
KKR, LSG look to
sustain momentum

NEW DELHI, April 7: The legendary MS Dhoni
stayed immune to the growing clamour around his
future in the IPL, saying the decision to bring cur-
tains on his career depends on how his body reacts
to the demands of top-flight cricket and he has “10
months” to take a call.

In this IPL, Dhoni has not been able to make the
kind of impact that he usually does while batting
in the lower middle-order.

His lack of timing and ineffectiveness, evi-
denced in the 76 runs that he made from four
matches, have prompted several experts to urge the
multiple World Cup-winning skipper to move on.

“I am still playing the IPL and it is one year at a
time for me. I am 43 now and by the end of this
IPL season, I will be 44,” Dhoni said on entrepre-
neur Raj Shamani’s podcast recently.

“So, I have 10 months to decide whether I want
to play one more year and it’s not me to decide as
it is my body that decides whether I can play or
not,” he added.

However, the former Chennai Super Kings skip-
per, who led CSK to five IPL titles, said he is quite

content with his achievements on the field.
“It is not about whether I am happy or unhappy.

Whatever has happened has happened. It cannot be
changed. It’s about accepting all of it. You know,
whatever happens I will not be able to add one
more run to my international runs, and no one will
be able to reduce them,” he said.

Dhoni has always been a man of the present.
But, for once, he set aside that pragmatic side to
reveal his wish of seeing legends like Sachin
Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly, Virender Sehwag
and Yuvraj Singh assemble in the same team
once again.

“I will stick to Indian players. Viru pa opening
the innings, Sachin, Dadaů and now you imagine
everyone at their prime. Then you will get this feel-
ing that there can’t be anyone better than them.

“It’s tough to pick an all-time eleven. Now, when
you see Yuvi hitting six sixes, you will feel that I
don’t want to watch any other batsman. It’s all
about enjoying what they have done for India.
Some of those talents we have seen are mind blow-
ing,” he added. (PTI)

I’ve 10 months to decide whether I want to
play one more year: Dhoni on IPL future

Harry Brook appointed as
England’s white ball  captain

Ishant Sharma fined 25 percent of his
matches for code of conduct breach

Pant says Nehra’s advice helped him 
rebuild after life-threatening car crash
KOLKATA, April 7: The flam-
boyant Rishabh Pant on Monday
acknowledged the influence and
guidance of Ashish Nehra after he
survived his horrific car accident,
saying the former India seamer’s
advice to “stay happy” stood the
keeper-batter in good stead during
a difficult phase.

Pant met with the accident on
the Delhi-Dehradun highway on
the night of December 30, 2022.
His car caught fire but he made a
lucky escape even though his in-
juries were quite severe and
needed multiple surgeries.

“I think one advice which really
helped me was from Ashish
Nehra,” Pant recalled in a free-
wheeling chat during CII Eastern
Region’s interactive session -
‘India@100: Leadership Insight
from the Sports Economy’ here.

“He is a senior from my club
also. He just came to me, saw me,
and he told me, ‘I had lots of in-
juries. Just one thing if you can do
is keep yourself happy. Do things
that makes you feel happy. And
keep following that’.

“I think that advice really stood
with me and helped me to go
through my injury,” the 27-year-
old Pant added.

After a year of intense recovery
and rehab, he returned to profes-
sional cricket during the Indian
Premier League last year and
made his international return in
the T20 World Cup in the Ameri-
cas.

For someone who preferred
doing everything by himself,
losing control over his own
body was the most difficult
thing to digest.

“I’ve been playing cricket day
in and day out since I was a kid.
And just seeing me so immobile
in my life -- that was the hardest
part,” he said.

“So even a small thing, brush-
ing my own teeth, was harder for
my life. I just couldn’t do it for the
first one month at least.”

It was at that moment Pant re-
alised that he needed to surrender
to the process.

“I have to accept that I can’t
move on from this in one day or
two. That is where I calmed my-
self down and just realised that
there is no point being negative
and criticising yourself every day.

“For me, it might be eating
food. For someone else, it might
be talking to someone. So you
have to find your own way.”

The accident changed his per-
spective on life.

“Once your perspective to life
changes, the perspective to sports
definitely changes. Because how
you see life, eventually it will fol-
low,” he said.

Pant realised how people often
take most things in life for
granted.

“Simple things like waking up
every day, brushing your own
teeth, walking towards your wash-
room... small, small things but it
plays a huge part. And as day to
day life, we take it for granted. I
think that is my learning from it.”

For a professional cricketer,
success is often measured in runs,
wickets and records but Pant’s
brush with the near-fatal accident
reshaped his definition of it.

“You want to be successful
each and every day. But a lot of
time in sport it might not happen,”
he said.

“But that doesn’t mean you are
going to beat around the bush and
put you down always. You have to
have a mindset where you push
yourself. ‘Yes, I can be better’.”

After leaving Delhi Capitals,
Pant was acquired by Lucknow
Super Giants for an IPL record fee

of ` 27 crore in the mega auction
last year, after which he was made
the captain of his new franchise.

Pant, who is going through a
lean patch in the ongoing IPL, has
a simple philosophy to deal with
tough times: back the process,
trust instincts.

“We should be following a cer-
tain process and that is part of my
day-to-day life,” he said.

“When you keep it very simple,
like if you are watching a wicket,
how it’s going to play, what this
batsman is going to do, what we
can execute in a better way.

“Like Mahi bhai (MS Dhoni)
said, if you can keep it simple for
longer period of time, I think
you’re going to get the fair re-
sult.”

He added, “I’m someone who
lets that instinct take over during
the game time. Because, in pres-
sure situations, what happens is
that you don’t back your decision
sometimes. So I feel that is really
important for me.”

For Pant, leadership is about
keeping the team like one big
family.

“The word ‘team’ means just
one family. We always talk about
how we can create an environ-
ment where everyone feels com-
fortable.

“A team for me is like having
one goal -- collective people hav-
ing one goal and working towards
one goal.”

Cricket has also taught him to
back people during their worst
days.

“Everyone on the field will not
have the greatest of day. But at
that moment, can you give that
guy enough confidence, so he can
deliver? You know, one ball mat-
ters. One extraordinary some-
thing. One extraordinary catch.
One extraordinary run out.” (PTI)

HT Correspondent
TAWANG, April 7: The second edition of the much-anticipated Spring
Futsal Cup 2.0 was inaugurated on Monday at My Futsal Arena,
Khremethang, with a thrilling exhibition futsal match between Team
MLA Tawang and Team DC Tawang. The opening event was graced by
Namgey Tsering, MLA Tawang as the chief guest, Kanki Darang, deputy
commissioner Tawang as the guest of honor, and Dr. D.W. Thongon, Su-
perintendent of Police Tawang as the special guest. The dignitaries em-
phasised the importance of sports in fostering community spirit,
promoting good health, and building a drug-free Tawang.

In the exhibition match, Team DC Tawang claimed a decisive victory
with a 12 - 6 scoreline. Kanki Darang, DC Tawang, stood out with an ex-
ceptional all-round performance, scoring 4 goals and leading his team
with passion, skill, and sportsmanship. His agility, game awareness, and
leadership on the field earned him the Man of the Match award. His per-
formance not only entertained the spectators but also inspired the youth
to embrace sports as a way of life.

The Spring Futsal Cup 2.0 will see 16 teams battling it out over the
coming days, promising high-energy games and showcasing local talent.

The occasion also witnessed colourful cultural performances by the
Ketchenga Cultural Troupe and the students of LD School, reflecting the
rich cultural heritage and youthful vibrancy of the region.

Spring Futsal Cup 2.0
kicks off at Khremethang

Printed, published and owned by Rameswar Chauhan & Printed at Echo Printing Press, Printing unit of The Echo of India, AK Deb Road, Katabari, Gorchuk, Guwahati- 781035 and Published at Near office of the DFO (East) Div., Diphu, 
Karbi Anglong, Assam.782460,  Guwahati Office Phone - 0361 2220018, Diphu Office Phone - 272106, Fax- 272106, e.mail: hillstimes@gmail.com and ads.hillstimes@gmail.com (only for advertisement)

Associate Editor- Nilomoni Borah Editor - Rameswar Chauhan

Location:
Kohima 

Contact:
9774230381

OPTOMETRIST
WANTED 

LONDON, April 7: Harry Brook
was on Monday appointed England
white-ball captain following Jos
Buttler’s exit from the role after a
poor ICC Champions Trophy cam-
paign last month.

Brook, who was signed up by
Delhi Capitals during last year’s
auction, had withdrawn from the
IPL 2025 to focus on his England
career, and was subsequently
slapped with a two-year ban from
playing in the league.

The 26-year-old has been a key
part of England’s white-ball set-up
since making his debut in January
2022, and has spent the past year as
the vice-captain in both ODIs and
T20Is. He also led England in the
ODI series against Australia last
September in Buttler’s absence.

“It’s a real honour to be named
England’s white-ball captain. Ever

since I was a kid playing cricket at
Burley in Wharfedale, I dreamed of
representing Yorkshire, playing for

England, and maybe one day lead-
ing the team. To now be given that
chance means a great deal to me,”

said Brook in a statement issued by
the ECB.

Brook, a former Young Lions and
the England’s captain in the ICC
Under-19 World Cup in New
Zealand, so far has played 26 ODIs
scoring 816 runs at an average of
34.00, with a top score of 110.

In T20s, he has earned 44 caps
and a highest score of 81 and was
part of the team that won the ICC
T20 World Cup in 2022.

Rob Key, Managing Director of
England Men’s Cricket, added:
“He’s been part of our succession
planning for some time, albeit this
opportunity has come slightly ear-
lier than expected.”

England will begin their 2025
white-ball campaign at the end of
May with a home series against the
West Indies, featuring three ODIs
and as many T20Is. (PTI)

Pak openers Saim Ayub,
Fakhar Zaman set for
comeback from injuries
KARACHI, April 7: Pakistan
openers Saim Ayub and Fakhar
Zaman are set to return to action in
the Pakistan Super League after re-
covering from injuries, which
forced them to miss the Champions
Trophy and the white-ball series
against New Zealand recently.  

A PCB source confirmed that
both the left-handed batters had
been cleared by the Pakistan Cricket
Board’s medical panel to return to
competitive cricket in the PSL,
which begins on April 11.

Saim has been out of action since
early January when he fractured his
ankle while fielding on the first day
of the second Test against South
Africa in Cape town. The more sea-
soned Fakhar, after returning to ac-
tion in the tri-nation tournament,
injured himself in the opening
match of the Champions Trophy.

Fakhar has been grappling with a
knee problem in the last two years and
had returned to the national side in
February after being out of the ODI
squad since the 2023 World Cup.

The source said that Saim had
joined the Peshawar Zalmi training
camp in Islamabad while Fakhar
was also with the Lahore Qalandars
side. (PTI)

HYDERABAD, April 7: Gujarat Titans pacer Ishant Sharma has been
fined 25 per cent of his match fees besides accumulating a demerit point for
breaching the IPL Code of Conduct during the game against Sunrisers Hy-
derabad on Sunday night. “Ishant Sharma admitted to the Level 1 offence
under Article 2.2 and accepted the Match Referee’s sanction,” said the IPL
in a statement. “For Level 1 breaches of the Code of Conduct, the Match Ref-
eree’s decision is final and binding,” the statement added. Article 2.2 of IPL’s
Code of Conduct relates to “abuse of cricket equipment or clothing, ground
equipment or fixtures and fittings during a match”. (PTI)
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