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NARAYANPUR (CHHATTIS-
GARH), May 21: Topmost leader
and the backbone of the Naxal
movement, Nambala Keshav Rao
alias Basavaraju, and 26 other
dreaded Maoists were killed by se-
curity forces in a fierce encounter
in the dense forests of Abhujmad in
Bastar region of Chhattisgarh on
Wednesday.
Hailing the operation, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi said he
was proud of the security forces for
the “remarkable success”, while
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
termed it a “landmark achieve-
ment” in the battle to eliminate
Naxalism.
Police said the gunfight took

place in dense forests of Abhujmad
on the tri-junction of Narayanpur-
Bijapur-Dantewada districts.

The operation was launched two
days back following intelligence
inputs about the presence of Cen-
tral Committee and Politburo
members of the CPI (Maoists) as
well as senior Maad Division
cadres and PLGA (Peoples’ Liber-
ation Guerrilla Army) members.
So far, bodies of 27 Naxalites

and a large number of weapons
have been recovered from the spot.
A member of the District Reserve
Guard (DRG), a unit of Chhattis-
garh Police, was also killed in the
action while some others sustained
injuries, police said.
PM Modi said he was proud of

the security forces who killed 27
Maoists in Chhattisgarh.
“Proud of our forces for this re-

markable success. Our Govern-
ment is committed to eliminating
the menace of Maoism and ensur-
ing a life of peace and progress for
our people,” he stated on X. The
union home (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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HT Bureau
DIPHU, May 21: In a historic moment
for Karbi and Assamese cinema, the
Karbi-language film Kangbo Aloti (The
Lost Path), directed by Khanjan
Kishore Nath, has secured theatrical
and other distribution rights in the
United Kingdom (UK) and China.
This groundbreaking achievement

comes through collaboration with the
London-based UK China Film Colab
Distribution Company, marking the
first time a Karbi-language film will
reach international audiences.
The announcement was made by di-

rector Khanjan Kishore Nath during the
78th Festival International du Film, cur-
rently being held in Cannes, France,
from May 13 to 24.
“We’re thrilled to announce that our

Karbi-language film has made history!
For the first time ever, Kangbo Aloti

(The Lost Path) has secured theatrical
and other distribution rights in the UK
and China, thanks to our partnership
with the London-based UK China Film
Colab Distribution Company,” director
Nath said in a social media post.
He further noted that this milestone

represents a significant step forward not
only for Karbi cinema but for Assamese
cinema as a whole.
“We are taking our story global. We

are grateful for this opportunity to share
our culture with a broader audience. A
huge thank you to UK China Film
Colab Distribution Company for be-
lieving in our project. We’re excited to
see our film on global platforms,” he
added.
Meanwhile, chief executive member

of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council (KAAC), Tuliram Ronghang,
congratulated the team through a post

on his social media page:
“A momentous occasion for our

Karbi Cinema. I extend my warmest
congratulations to the entire team be-
hind Kangbo Aloti (The Lost Path) on
their historic achievement! Our Karbi-
language film is the first to secure the-
atrical and other distribution rights in
the UK and China, thanks to UK China
Film Colab. We’re taking our story
global,” Ronghang said.
Producer and actor Ranjit Teron in-

formed that the film has a runtime of 1
hour and 50 minutes and was shot
across various locations in the West
Karbi Anglong district. He noted that
some official work remains, and the
film will require a few more months to
complete. Renowned actors and ac-
tresses from the Karbi film community
were involved in the project. Teron
shared that (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Karbi film ‘Kangbo Aloti’ makes history
with UK and China distribution deal

DERGAON, May 21: Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on Wednesday
said his government has approached a
Supreme Court committee regarding the
cutting of hills in neighbouring Megha-
laya, which he blamed for recurring wa-
terlogging in Guwahati.
Addressing a press conference at Der-

gaon in Golaghat district, he said if hill
cutting continued in Meghalaya, Guwa-
hati will become “an ocean”.
“Be it Guwahati or other big cities,

there is no way that artificial floods can
be completely prevented. Every year,
we fill up more empty plots of land and
construct buildings,” he said. Blaming
hill cutting in adjacent Meghalaya for wa-
terlogging in Guwahati, he said, “Earlier,
there was only USTM. Recently, I saw
that two more buildings are being built by
cutting hills in Meghalaya.”
The chief minister had last year held

the University of Science and Technol-
ogy, Meghalaya (USTM), responsible
for “flood jihad” against Guwahati,

claiming that the water flowing down
from its campus, located on a hill adja-
cent to the city, leads to massive flood-
ing. Sarma said that an application had
been submitted by the state government
before an empowered committee of the
Supreme Court, urging them to inspect
the hills. “In two-three months, we ex-
pect a positive result. We have submit-
ted before the empowered committee
that if Meghalaya continues cutting hills
like this, the entire Guwahati will be-
come an ocean,” he added.
The city had witnessed massive wa-

terlogging on Tuesday after a spell of
heavy rains the night before, with sev-
eral localities remaining inundated even
after 24 hours. People were seen wading
through knee-deep waters in some areas,
while the water level reached the chest in
some areas. The Gauhati High Court last
year criticised Sarma’s government, stat-
ing that it was “not serious” in solving
the perennial waterlogging problem in
the city. (PTI)

Assam govt has approached
SC panel over hill cutting in
Meghalaya, says Himanta  

‘A momentous occasion for our Karbi Cinema’

DERGAON, May 21: The Assam Cabinet
on Wednesday approved policies for con-
cert tourism and solar power generation,
and the upgradation of Khanikar Stadium in
Dibrugarh into the largest such facility in
the state.
It also gave its nod to provide personal

security to individuals with credible threat
perceptions against payment of remunera-
tion to the government.
Addressing a press conference at Der-

gaon in Golaghat district after chairing the
Cabinet meet, chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said, “Individuals, facing
credible threats, can now apply for personal
security, subject to the condition that they
must pay a remuneration to the government.
This facility will be granted only after a due
assessment of the threat perception.”
He said the Cabinet has approved a new

policy for the Concert Economy.
“Our state was losing out on the Concert

Economy to other states, including our
neighbour Meghalaya. This policy aims to
position Assam as a premier music and en-
tertainment tourism hub to host large-scale
concerts and music festivals,” Sarma said.
Guwahati, Dibrugarh and Jorhat will be

developed as concert tourism hubs under

this policy, he said, adding that the first such
programme will be organised in December
in Guwahati.
The Cabinet has okayed ‘Assam Solar

Power Generation Promotion Policy 2025’,
which aims to generate 3,500 MW capacity
by 2030 and attract public and private in-
vestments to create 15,000 jobs, the chief
minister said.
A proposal for notification to include

over 47,000 hectares of land under the 6th
addition to Kaziranga National Park has
also been green-lighted, Sarma said.
Some of the areas, included originally

under the 6th addition, have been kept out,
though inclusion of new places has ensured

that the total area of the sanctuary has in-
creased, he added.
The chief minister said that ` 209 crore

has been approved to upgrade Khanikar
Stadium in Dibrugarh from a 5,000 to a
35,000-seat capacity, which will make it the
largest stadium in the state.
The council of ministers also gave its nod

to a proposal of spending ̀ 284 crore for the
construction of an Assam Assembly build-
ing in Dibrugarh, including an MLA hostel
and an auditorium with a 1000-seat capac-
ity, he added.
Sarma said that the Cabinet has sanc-

tioned over ` 205 crore as the last and final
share of investment of the Government of
Assam’s committed contribution to the ex-
pansion of the Numaligarh Refinery Ltd.
“With this, the government of Assam will

complete the investment of ` 823 crore for
NRL’s expansion as committed earlier,” he
added.
Sarma said administrative approval has

also been given for the Phase 2 construction
and development of residential quarters and
associated facilities at the Lachit Barphukan
Police Academy, Dergaon, at a cost of `
229.41 crore, which is expected to be com-
pleted in two years. (PTI)

26/11 attackers were killed but 
Pahalgam terrorists still free: Cong
NEW DELHI, May 21: The Con-
gress on Wednesday said India got
the support of countries following
the 26/11 attack as the perpetrators
were killed and one was arrested
but after the Pahalgam attack, the
government is sending diplomatic
delegations abroad and preparing a
dossier while the terrorists remain
at large.
Congress general secretary in-

charge communications Jairam
Ramesh lashed out at the BJP for
its criticism of Rahul Gandhi and
said it should instead channel its
energies to target Pakistan and
China.
“The BJP must answer who

gave a clean chit to Mohammad
Ali Jinnah and praised him?
Jaswant Singh and L K Advani had
lauded him and called him a great
leader, Atal Bihari Vajpayee had
taken out the Lahore bus yatra and
it was none other than Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi who had gone

to Lahore to break bread with
Nawaz Sharif,” Ramesh told PTI
here.
He also recalled that it was for-

mer prime minister Morarji Desai
who got Pakistan’s highest civilian
honour ‘Nishan-e-Pakistan’. The
BJP must recall that Desai’s cabi-
net had Atal Bihari Vajpayee as the
external affairs minister, he added.
Hitting out at the government,

Ramesh asked why the terrorists
behind the April 22 Pahalgam at-
tack had not been arrested even a
month after the incident.
He pointed out that the terrorists

who carried out the 2008 Mumbai
terror attacks were killed and one
was arrested, due to which India
got the support of countries across
the globe. “Look at the current sit-
uation, we are preparing a dossier
and sending diplomatic delega-
tions abroad but the terrorists are
at large. They must be arrested and
interrogated,(CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Assam Cabinet approves concert 
tourism, solar power generation policies

DERGAON, May 21: Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Wednesday dismissed
a purported map, published by a few individ-
uals in Bangladesh, claiming parts of the
northeastern state as the territory of the neigh-
bouring country.
He asserted that Bangladesh is a “small”

country and does not deserve “so much atten-
tion” as it “cannot match” India in its prowess.
“People can draw and publish such a map.

We can also come out with a map showing
Bangladesh as part of Assam. Even India and
the US can be put together on a map. Just
drawing up a map won’t make it happen,”
Sarma said at a press conference in Dergaon
in Golaghat district.
He was asked for his response to certain

fundamentalists in Bangladesh, purportedly
publishing a map of that country with parts of
Assam included.
The chief minister said that if ‘maulanas’

(Muslim religious leaders) from Bangladesh
have drawn such a map with Assam as part of
their territory, ‘purohits (priests), pandits’ of

India can also come out with a map including
their Chittagong Port in India.
“A government cannot do it (publish such a

map), but the people can,” he said.
Sarma also claimed that if Bangladesh at-

tacks the ‘Chicken’s Neck’ corridor in West
Bengal’s Siliguri, India will strike back at its
two narrow strips of land.
“They (Bangladesh) have two ‘Chicken

Necks’, India has one. If they attack ours, we

will attack their two Chicken Necks. Their
‘Chicken’s Neck’ near Meghalaya to Chit-
tagong Port is much smaller than ours and can
be choked by throwing even a ring,” he said.
Sarma did not specify the second narrow

strip of land of Bangladesh, which he referred
to as the ‘Chicken’s Neck’ of the neighbouring
country.
The Chicken’s Neck, known as the Siliguri

Corridor, is a narrow strip of land, measuring
around 22 km-35 km in width that connects
the northeast region with the rest of India.
“We talk about our ‘Chicken’s Neck’ so that

we can get tunnel, other schemes from the
central government,” he added, indicating on
development of alternative routes bypassing
the Siliguri Corridor.
He asserted that India’s strength can be

gauged from ‘Operation Sindoor’ in which
India struck terror infrastructure in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
“Bangladesh doesn’t deserve so much at-

tention. It is a small country and cannot be
compared with India,” Sarma added. (PTI)

DERGAON, May 21: Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Wednesday said Congress MP
Gaurav Gogoi’s comparison of his
visit to Pakistan with that of BJP
stalwarts like L K Advani was like
equating “apples with oranges”.
Countering Sarma’s remarks

against his visit to Pakistan, Gogoi
had said on Tuesday that many
senior BJP leaders, too, had earlier
visited the neighbouring nation.
Sarma and the BJP have been at-

tacking Gogoi, the deputy leader of
the Congress in Lok Sabha, alleg-
ing that he and his British wife,
Elizabeth Colburn, have links to
Pakistan’s ISI.
The CM on Sunday alleged that

Gogoi had visited Pakistan on an
invitation from its spy agency ISI,
underwent training there, and
worked closely with the establish-

ment of the neighbouring nation.
Gogoi has said the central gov-

ernment was fully aware of his
visit to Pakistan, adding that he
even deposited a copy of his pass-
port and there was nothing to hide
about his travel.
Addressing a press conference at

Dergaon in Golaghat district on

Wednesday, Sarma said, “Be it
Jaswant Singh, L K Advani or
Narendra Modi, they went pub-
licly, on government duty.”
“He (Gogoi) is such a senior

MP, deputy leader of a party,
speaks so much about Manipur in
Parliament, and someone like him
cannot differentiate between ap-
ples and oranges,” the chief minis-
ter said.
Sarma said during discussions

between India and Pakistan, the re-
spective prime ministers visit each
other’s country. “But, when the In-
dian prime minister goes, he has
RAW personnel, Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs personnel... a whole
team of 40-50 people with him.
Whatever is said is recorded…
Going on national duty and going
in a sly manner are different,” he
said. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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Map showing parts of Assam as B’desh’s territory dismissed

GUWAHATI, May 21: Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
and senior police officers of the
state deliberated on a roadmap to
equip the force with necessary ex-
pertise and tools to deal with “new-
age crimes”, officials said.
The fifth conference of SPs at

Dergaon in Golaghat on Tuesday
also focused on professionalism
and future-ready policing.
“Concluded a productive Day 1

at the Conference of SPs at LBP
Academy, Dergaon,” Sarma, who
is also the state’s home minister,
said in a post on X.
“We deliberated for over 13

hours on a roadmap to equip
Assam Police with the right tools
and framework to deal with new-
age crime, promote smart policing
and keep citizen interests foremost.
More updates tomorrow!” he said
on Tuesday evening. Assam Police,
in another post, said it is moving for-
ward on the path of transformation
(CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Himanta, Police discuss
roadmap for new-age crimes

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, May 21: Top leaders of
the State Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), including Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, Union
minister Sarbananda Sonowal, and
Union minister of State Pabitra
Margherita, discussed strategies
and plans for the 2026 Assembly
elections at an extended executive
meeting held in Jorhat on Wednes-
day.
The meeting took place at the

Jorhat District Sports Association
(JDSA) ground.
According to party sources, the

chief minister, in his address, re-
ferred to the current political sce-
nario, including the BJP’s
landslide victory in the recent pan-
chayat polls. He congratulated the
party workers for their efforts but
emphasised that this was not the

time to celebrate. Instead, he urged
the party to prepare for a bigger
celebration by ensuring victory in
the Assembly elections, now just
eight months away.
Sarma called for strengthening

the party’s base in both rural and
urban areas. He also urged Minis-
ters, MLAs, and MPs to ensure
that party workers and supporters
actively engage with the public
and spread awareness about the de-
velopment and welfare initiatives
of the BJP-led governments at both
the State and Central levels.
He further emphasised the im-

portance of taking feedback from
the people about their grievances
so the government could take ap-
propriate steps to address them.
Additionally, Sarma warned
against internal divisions within
the party and infighting among

supporters.
As part of the grassroots strat-

egy, he announced that 20 youths
would be recruited at each booth
level to strengthen the party’s pres-
ence on the ground.
Speaking to reporters after the

programme, Sonowal said the
party had reviewed the political
scenario following the panchayat
polls and discussed the future
course of action.
The closed-door meeting,

presided over by State BJP presi-
dent and Darrang-Udalguri MP
Dilip Saikia, was attended by
Assam Cabinet ministers, MPs,
MLAs, BJP Prabhari (in-charge)
for Assam Harish Dwivedi, state
organising secretary Ravindra
Raju, all district BJP presidents,
their respective prabharis, and state
office-bearers. 

BJP charts strategy for 2026
polls in Jorhat meet

GUWAHATI, May 21: The
Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi Inter-
national (LGBI) Airport in Guwa-
hati on Wednesday said it has
handled more than 65 lakh passen-
gers, including 91,000 interna-
tional ones, in the 2024-25
financial year.
The Adani Group-controlled air-

port, in a statement, said that it suc-
cessfully managed more than
46,000 flights, ensuring smooth
operations for passengers during
the last fiscal.
“The Airport successfully man-

aged 6.57 million passengers, with
3.26 million domestic arrivals and
3.30 million domestic departures,
and 91,594 international passen-
gers,” it said.
In the year-ago period, the air-

port had handled a total of 6.33
million passengers, including
around 37,500 international flyers.
In FY’25, a total of 46,418 Air-

craft Traffic Movements (ATMs),
including 1,009 international ones,
were recorded compared to 45,400
flights, (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Guwahati airport 
witnesses record 65 lakh 
passengers in 2024-25

Topmost Naxal leader Basavaraju among
27 killed in Chhattisgarh encounter

Guwahati waterlogging
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NEW DELHI, May 21: India
and the US are likely to agree on
an interim trade agreement before
July 8 with New Delhi pushing for
full exemption from the 26 per
cent reciprocal tariff on domestic
goods, an official said.
The US on April 2 imposed an

additional 26 per cent reciprocal
tariff on Indian goods but sus-
pended it for 90 days till July 9.
However, the 10 per cent baseline
tariff imposed by America remains
in place. The government official
said India’s endeavour to protect
its sensitive sectors may entail
some quota or minimum import
price (MIP). Such sectors include
agri goods and dairy.
Commerce and Industry Minis-

ter Piyush Goyal was in Washing-
ton earlier this week to give an
impetus to trade talks. He met with
US Trade Representative (USTR)
Jamieson Greer and US Com-
merce Secretary Howard Lutnick.
In a post on X, Goyal said that

he held good discussions with the
US Commerce Secretary towards
expediting the first tranche of
India-US bilateral trade agreement.
“Talks are moving positively.

Before July 8, we are looking at
concluding an interim deal before
the first tranche. It will include
goods, non-tariff barriers, some
areas of services also like digital.
We are trying that the 26 per cent
additional duty and the 10 per cent
baseline tariff should not be there

for India,” the official said, adding
that India is seeking concessions
for its labour-intensive sectors
such as textiles and leather.
At present, the Trump adminis-

tration requires approval from the
US Congress to bring tariffs below
the MFN (most favoured nation)
rates. But the administration has
the authority to remove the recip-
rocal tariffs imposed on a number
of countries, including India.
India may look at certain com-

mitments from the US on the duty
concessions for its labour-intensive
sector in the first tranche of the
proposed bilateral trade agreement
(BTA). Both countries have fixed
a deadline to conclude the first
phase of the pact by fall (Septem-
ber-October) of this year to more
than double bilateral trade to USD
500 billion by 2030. The minister-

level meetings were followed by
the deliberations between chief ne-
gotiators of the two countries,
which will continue until May 22.
Officials from New Delhi and

Washington are looking to take ad-
vantage of the 90-day tariff pause
window to advance the talks. The
US has suspended the additional
26 per cent tariffs on India till July
9. It was announced on April 2 to
bridge the widening trade deficit.
To boost bilateral trade, India is

seeking duty concessions for
labour-intensive sectors like tex-
tiles, gems and jewellery, leather
goods, garments, plastics, chemi-
cals, shrimp, oil seeds, chemicals,
grapes, and bananas in the pro-
posed pact with America. 
On the other hand, the US wants

duty concessions in sectors like
certain industrial goods, automo-

biles (electric vehicles in particu-
lar), wines, petrochemical prod-
ucts, dairy, and agriculture items
such as apples, tree nuts and GM
(genetically modified) crops.
While the import of GM crops

from the US continues to remain a
non-starter due to regulatory
norms in India, New Delhi is open
to import non-GM products like
Alpha alpha hay (a kind of cattle
feed).
The US has on multiple occa-

sions raised concerns over certain
non-tariff barriers being faced by
American goods in the Indian mar-
kets. Whether another round of
talks will happen on the proposed
pact between the two countries, the
official said, “We are trying to fi-
nalise things as early as possible.
The US remained India’s largest

trading partner for the fourth con-
secutive year in 2024-25, with bi-
lateral trade valued at USD 131.84
billion. The US accounts for about
18 per cent of India’s total goods
exports, 6.22 per cent in imports,
and 10.73 per cent in the country’s
total merchandise trade.
With America, India had a trade

surplus (the difference between
imports and exports) of USD 41.18
billion in goods in 2024-25. It was
USD 35.32 billion in 2023-24,
USD 27.7 billion in 2022-23, USD
32.85 billion in 2021-22 and USD
22.73 billion in 2020-21. The US
has raised concerns over this
widening trade deficit. (PTI)

India for full exemption from 26 pc additional tariff
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The NSE Nifty surged 374.25 points or 1.69 per cent to 22,535.85

India’s track and trace rollout applauded by PMI
as key step in combating illicit tobacco trade

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, May 21: Philip Morris International
Inc. (PMI), through its India affiliate IPM India, has
welcomed the government’s decision to implement a
pack-level Track and Trace (T&T) mechanism for to-
bacco products, calling it a “landmark reform” that
could significantly curb illicit trade and modernise en-
forcement across the industry.
According to an official statement issued by the

company, the move—approved under Section 148A
of the Central Goods and Services Tax (CGST) Act—
aims to enhance transparency, protect revenue, and
strengthen supply chain oversight. 
Beginning with cigarette packs, the system is ex-

pected to introduce unique identification markings
that will allow enforcement agencies to easily distin-
guish tax-paid products from illegal ones.
“This is a visionary step towards a cleaner, more

modern, and transparent market,” said Navaneel Kar,
Managing Director of IPM India. 
“With thoughtful execution, India’s T&T system

can reshape the fight against illicit tobacco trade—
boosting public trust, strengthening government rev-
enues, and accelerating the modernization of
enforcement practices,” he added.
PMI has implemented similar traceability systems

in over 140 markets globally, including within the Eu-
ropean Union under the Tobacco Products Directive,
and in countries such as the United Kingdom, Russia,
Jordan, and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). 
According to the company, these efforts have led to

stronger compliance, improved visibility in supply
chains, and measurable reductions in illicit trade.
The statement emphasised that the illicit tobacco

trade is not only a revenue issue but also a significant
public health risk and a threat to lawful businesses. 
“Track and Trace is a proven tool for modernizing

supply chains and enforcement. It protects consumers,
ensures tax collection, and promotes fair competi-
tion,” it noted.
India’s ratification of the Protocol to Eliminate Il-

licit Trade in Tobacco Products, aligned with Article
15 of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (FCTC), further reinforces its global commit-
ment to tackling this challenge. 
As one of the largest tobacco markets and a major

transit point, India’s leadership could have a far-reach-
ing impact on regional and international regulatory
standards.
While highlighting the potential of digital T&T sys-

tems, PMI also stressed the importance of collabora-
tion among stakeholders. 
“Technology alone won’t deliver results,” the com-

pany cautioned, “successful implementation depends
on cooperation between governments, industry play-
ers, and technology providers.”
Looking ahead, the rollout of the T&T mechanism

may serve as a foundation for broader supply chain
reforms. With continued innovation and strategic part-
nerships, India is positioned to build what PMI de-
scribed as “one of the world’s most resilient,
transparent, and future-ready regulatory ecosystems.”

MUMBAI, May 21: Benchmark
stock indices Sensex and Nifty re-
bounded on Wednesday, snapping
their three-day falling streak on the
back of buying in blue-chips
HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank and
a firm trend in Asian peers.
The 30-share BSE Sensex

jumped 410.19 points or 0.51 per
cent to settle at 81,596.63 with 24
of its constituents ending higher
and six ending lower. During the
day, it surged 835.2 points or 1.02
per cent to a high of 82,021.64.
The NSE Nifty climbed 129.55

points or 0.52 per cent to
24,813.45. Among Sensex firms,
Bajaj Finserv rose the most by 2.02
per cent. Tata Steel, Sun Pharma,
Tech Mahindra, Bajaj Finance,
NTPC, Nestle, Tata Motors, Hin-
dustan Unilever and Mahindra &
Mahindra also advanced.
IndusInd Bank fell the most by

1.39 per cent. Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Power Grid and ITC were
among the laggards.
Moody’s Ratings said on

Wednesday said India is well-posi-
tioned to deal with the negative ef-
fects of US tariffs and global trade
disruptions as domestic growth
drivers and low dependence on ex-
ports anchor the economy.
In a note on India, the agency

said government initiatives to
boost private consumption, expand
manufacturing capacity and in-
crease infrastructure spending will
help offset the weakening outlook
for global demand.
The BSE midcap gauge ad-

vanced 0.90 per cent and smallcap
index by 0.51 per cent. Among
sectoral indices, capital goods
(1.65 per cent), realty (1.58 per
cent), industrials (1.35 per cent),
healthcare (0.93 per cent) and teck
(0.81 per cent) were the gainers.
Consumer durables emerged as

the only laggard. As many as 2,292
stocks advanced while 1,685 de-
clined and 138 remained un-
changed on the BSE. 
Among Asian markets, South

Korea’s Kospi, Shanghai’s SSE

Composite index and Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng in settled in the
positive territory while Japan’s
Nikkei 225 index ended lower.
Markets in Europe were trading

in the negative territory. US mar-
kets ended lower on Tuesday.
“Markets exhibited a broadly

positive undertone today; however,
overall sentiment remained con-
fined within a narrow range, indi-
cating risk of ‘sell on rallies’
strategy in the near future amid es-
calating uncertainty around India -
US trade negotiations,” Vinod
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit In-
vestments Limited, said.
Global oil benchmark Brent

crude jumped 1.19 per cent to
USD 66.16 a barrel.
Foreign Institutional Investors

(FIIs) offloaded equities worth
`10,016.10 crore on Tuesday, ac-
cording to exchange data.
Sensex tanked 872.98 points or

1.06 per cent to settle at 81,186.44
while Nifty tumbled 261.55 points or
1.05 per cent to 24,683.90. (PTI)

Stock markets snap 3-day decline
on buying in banking shares
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NEW DELHI, May 21: Negoti-
ations for a proposed trade pact be-
tween India and the 27-nation
European Union are progressing at
a faster pace and both the sides are
looking at concluding the talks for
an early harvest trade agreement
by July this year, a government of-
ficial said on Wednesday.
The early harvest or an interim

trade agreement would include is-
sues such as intellectual property
rights (IPRs), government procure-
ment, tariff, and non-tariff barriers,
the official said.
An Indian official team from the

commerce ministry is visiting
Brussels this week for the next
round of negotiations on the trade
agreement with the European
Union (EU). This visit comes in
the backdrop of recently-con-
cluded eleventh round of talks be-
tween chief negotiators of both the
sides on May 16 here in the na-
tional capital.
“We are looking for an early

harvest. We are trying to do it as
early as possible...targeting by July
for early harvest,” the official
added. The two sides have agreed
to conclude the agreement in two
phases on account of the uncertain

global trade environment, particu-
larly due to the US tariff actions
under President Donald Trump.
India has followed the practice

of negotiating trade pacts in two
phases with Australia.
The early harvest pact would

lead to a full fledged free trade
agreement.
Besides demanding significant

duty cuts in automobiles and med-
ical devices, the EU wants tax re-
duction in products like wines,
spirits, meat, poultry and a strong
intellectual property regime. In-
dian goods’ exports to the EU, such

as ready-made garments, pharma-
ceuticals, steel, petroleum products,
and electrical machinery, can be-
come more competitive if the pact
gets concluded successfully.
In June 2022, India and the 27-

nation EU bloc resumed negotia-
tions for a comprehensive free
trade agreement, an investment
protection agreement and a pact on
geographical indications (GIs)
after a gap of over eight years.
It stalled in 2013 due to differ-

ences over the level of opening up
of the markets.
On February 28, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and the European
Commission President agreed to
seal a much-awaited free trade deal
by the end of this year.
The India-EU trade pact negoti-

ations cover 23 policy areas or
chapters, including Trade in
Goods, Trade in Services, Invest-
ment, Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Measures, Technical Barriers to
Trade, Trade Remedies, Rules of
Origin, Customs and Trade Facili-
tation, Competition, Trade De-
fence, Government Procurement,
Dispute Settlement, Intellectual
Property Rights, Geographical In-
dications, and Sustainable Devel-
opment. India’s bilateral trade in
goods with the EU was USD
137.41 billion in 2023-24 (exports
worth USD 75.92 billion and im-
ports worth USD 61.48 billion),
making it the largest trading part-
ner for goods.
The EU market accounts for

about 17 per cent of India’s total
exports, while EU’s exports to
India make up 9 per cent of its total
overseas shipments.
In addition, the bilateral trade in

services, in 2023, between India
and the EU was estimated at USD
51.45 billion. (PTI)

India, EU looking for early harvest
trade agreement by July: Official

MUMBAI, May 21: The rupee
consolidated in a narrow range and
settled for the day down by 1 paisa
at 85.59 against the US dollar on
Wednesday, on dollar demand
from importers and foreign banks
as well as surge in crude oil prices.
Forex traders said market senti-

ment soured under pressure from
rising US Treasury yields and per-
sistent foreign fund outflows.
However, positive domestic mar-
kets and a weak US dollar index
cushioned the downside. At the in-
terbank foreign exchange, the do-
mestic unit opened at 85.65 and
moved between an intra-day high
of 85.53 and a low of 85.70 against
the greenback. The unit ended the
session lower at 85.59, registering
a fall of 1 paisa over its previous
closing level. On Tuesday, the
rupee depreciated 16 paise to close
at 85.58 against the US dollar.
“We expect the rupee to trade

with a negative bias on importer
demand for dollar and geopolitical
tensions in the Middle East. Ele-
vated crude oil prices may also
weigh on the rupee," said Anuj
Choudhary   Research Analyst at
Mirae Asset Sharekhan.
However, rise in risk appetite in

global markets amid easing trade
war fears may support the rupee,
Choudhary said, adding that USD-
INR spot price is expected to trade
in a range of 85.40 to 86.
The dollar index, which gauges

the greenback's strength against a
basket of six currencies, was trad-
ing lower by 0.46 per cent at 99.66.
Brent crude, the global oil

benchmark, rose 1.04 per cent to
USD 66.06 per barrel in futures
trade. In the domestic equity mar-
ket, the 30-share BSE Sensex ad-
vanced 410.19 points, or 0.51 per
cent, to close at 81,596.63, while
the Nifty rose 129.55 points, or
0.52 per cent, to 24,813.45. (PTI)

Rupee falls 1 paisa to
close at 85.59 against

US dollar

Interim trade deal with US likely by July 8

NEW DELHI, May 21: InterGlobe Aviation, the
parent of the country’s largest airline IndiGo, on
Wednesday posted its highest-ever fourth quarter
profit after tax of ` 3,067.5 crore, mainly helped by
strong air travel demand.
The company’s profit after tax in the three months

ended March 2025 jumped 62 per cent from ̀ 1,894.8
crore in the year-ago period. Its board has recom-
mended a dividend of ` 10 per equity share.
In the fourth quarter of the 2024-25 fiscal, IndiGo’s

capacity increased 21 per cent to 42.1 billion while
the number of passengers carried rose 19.6 per cent to
31.9 million, according to a release.
Total income rose to ` 23,097.5 crore in the fourth

quarter of the 2024-25 financial year from ` 18,505.1
crore in the same period a year ago. “Driven by strong

demand for air travel and execution of our strategy,
for the financial year ended March 2025, IndiGo re-
ported a healthy net profit of ` 72,584 million. Ex-
cluding the impact of  foreign exchange, IndiGo
reported a net profit of ` 88,676 million, maintaining
similar strong performance to the last year.
“For the quarter ended March 2025, IndiGo re-

ported a net profit of ` 30,675 million, the highest
fourth quarter ever,” the release said.
In the March quarter, IndiGo’s passenger ticket rev-

enues climbed 25.4 per cent to ` 195,673 million and
ancillary revenues increased 25.2 per cent to ` 21,525
million compared to the same period a year ago.
At a briefing about the results, IndiGo CEO Pieter

Elbers said the airline carried 118 million passengers
in 2024-25. (PTI)

IndiGo posts highest Q4 profit of `
3,068 crore on strong air travel demand

Topmost Naxal leader Basavaraju 
minister said this was for the first time in three decades of India’s battle against Naxalism that a general sec-

retary-ranked leader has been neutralised by the security forces.
“A landmark achievement in the battle to eliminate Naxalism. Today, in an operation in Narayanpur, Chhat-

tisgarh, our security forces have neutralised 27 dreaded Maoists, including Nambala Keshav Rao, alias
Basavaraju, the general secretary of CPI-Maoist, the topmost leader, and the backbone of the Naxal movement,”
Shah wrote on X. Applauding the “brave security forces and agencies for this major breakthrough”, the home
minister said he was glad to share that after the completion of Operation Black Forest, 54 Naxalites have been
arrested and 84 others have surrendered in Chhattisgarh, Telangana, and Maharashtra.
“The Modi government is resolved to eliminate Naxalism before the 31st of March 2026,” he said. Basavaraju

was in his early 70s, officials said.
Hailing from undivided Andhra Pradesh, Basavaraju was the brain behind several major attacks on security

forces in Chhattisgarh. He was associated with the banned movement since the 1970s and elevated to the top
post in CPI (Maoist) seven years ago, when Naxal activities in their stronghold Bastar region were appearing
to be wearing out, officials said.
A resident of Jiyannapeta village in Srikakulam district of Andhra Pradesh, Basavaraju holds a BTech degree

from the Regional Engineering College, Warangal, and was seen as an enigmatic leader of the outlawed Naxal
outfit. Known by the aliases of Prakash, Krishna, Vijay, Umesh and Kamlu, he joined the armed movement as
a ground-level organiser. He was considered to have developed expertise in imparting military training and
triggering explosives and landmines. Basavaraju’s age and looks are still a matter of speculation, with security
agencies suggesting he was around 71 years of age. They have only a bundle of old photos from his youth.
Basavaraju carried a reward of Rs 1 crore on his head in Chhattisgarh. The governments of other states, in-

cluding Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Telangana, have also announced rewards, an official said.
With the latest action, 200 Naxalites have been killed in separate encounters in Chhattisgarh so far this year.

Of them, 183 were eliminated in the Bastar division, which includes districts of Bijapur, Narayanpur, Dantewada
and Kondagaon. (PTI)

Himanta, Police discuss roadmap
to a citizen-centric force. “The Hon’ble CM’s vision, leadership & guidance, has today taken Assam Police

forward on the path of transformation from an anti-insurgency oriented force to a citizen-centric service,” it
said. (PTI)

Guwahati airport witnesses
including 582 to foreign destinations, in the previous year, the statement said. “LGBI Airport has expanded its
international route network, introducing direct flights to Paro, Malaysia, and Singapore, contributing to in-
creased international passenger traffic,” it added.
The company said the airport launched three new domestic routes -- Guwahati-Ahmedabad, Guwahati-Dur-

gapur and Guwahati-Ziro -- in the last fiscal. “LGBI Airport achieved substantial growth in cargo with 12,893
metric tonnes of cargo handled in FY 24-25, compared to 4,550 MT in FY 23-24, marking an impressive 183.91
per cent increase year-on-year,” it said. As LGBI Airport continues to grow, it remains dedicated to delivering out-
standing travel experiences and solidifying its position as a premier gateway to the Northeast, the statement said.
The LGBI Airport is managed by Adani Airport Holdings Ltd, a subsidiary of Adani Enterprises Ltd. (PTI)

Comparing Gaurav’s Pak visit
“He (Gogoi) is trying to justify who else has gone...” the CM said, reiterating that he will reveal all evidence
in support of his claim against Gogoi and his Pakistan links on September 10.
“I have been in politics for 25 years, I know when to say what. In January itself, I had fixed September 10

and it won’t be preponed or postponed,” Sarma asserted. Asked about the possibility of the presence of people
like Haryana YouTuber Jyoti Malhotra in Assam, Sarma said “our case is more serious”.
“She is a young girl, worked as a spy; it is a different matter. She could not have returned and questioned

about the presence of nuclear weapons and Rafale jets. But, our one asked in Parliament where are our nuclear
weapons, Rafales and weaponry of the coast guard. If Jyoti is 10, ours is 100,” he said, in an apparent reference
to Gogoi. The National Investigation Agency, Intelligence Bureau and military intelligence officials have been
questioning Malhotra, who was arrested recently on charges of spying for Pakistan. (PTI)

26/11 attackers were killed
that is the real issue,” he said. Ramesh’s remarks come amid a war of words between the Congress and the

BJP over their leaders’ statements on the India-Pakistan conflict. The BJP called Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
“modern age Mir Jafar” and the opposition party hit back, describing External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar as
“new age Jaichand”.
The two parties have traded barbs over their remarks on Operation Sindoor and also posted memes on social

media, each suggesting that the other has betrayed the nation. The Congress and Rahul Gandhi have attacked
Jaishankar, alleging that he forewarned Pakistan about Operation Sindoor. It also asked how many planes India
lost and how many terrorists escaped from their camps in Pakistan due to the minister’s “warning”.
Tensions between India and Pakistan escalated after the Pahalgam attack, which claimed 26 lives.
India carried out precision strikes on terror infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in the

early hours of May 7, following which Pakistan attempted to attack Indian military bases on May 8, 9 and 10.
The Indian side responded strongly to the Pakistani actions.
The hostilities ended with an understanding on stopping the military actions following talks between the di-

rectors general of military operations of both sides on May 10. (PTI)

Karbi film ‘Kangbo Aloti’ makes
the story revolves around the recruitment of terrorists in a remote village called Langchingbar in Karbi An-

glong, and the intervention of a schoolteacher trying to prevent it.
“This is the gist of the film, and we hope audiences will appreciate it,” said Teron.

NEW DELHI, May 21: Belea-
guered IndusInd Bank on Wednes-
day reported a consolidated net
loss of ` 2,329 crore for the March
quarter hurt by higher provisioning
towards accounting frauds, as its
board, suspecting involvement of
certain employees, directed the
bank to report the matter to inves-
tigative agencies and regulatory
authorities.
Accounting lapses, fraud in mi-

crofinance portfolio as well as bal-
ance sheet disclosures have rattled
the private sector bank, which had
ordered an internal audit review,
seen top-level resignations, and is
undergoing a forensics probe.
The bank had reported a consol-

idated net profit of ̀ 2,349 crore in
the March quarter of 2023-24.
For full fiscal FY2024-25, the

net profit plunged 71 per cent to `
2,576 crore. During the Q4 of
FY’25, IndusInd Bank made a pro-
visioning of ` 2,522 crore, up
nearly three-fold from ` 950 crore
set aside in the corresponding pe-
riod in FY’24. The bank’s interest
income during the quarter fell 13
per cent to ` 10,634 crore from `
12,199 crore in the March quarter
of FY’24. In March, the bank re-
ported a ` 1,979 crore accounting
lapse in its derivative portfolio,
followed by its internal audit re-
view finding ` 674 crore incor-
rectly recorded as interest from

microfinance business, besides a `
595 crore  unsubstantiated balances
in “other assets” of balance sheet.
On April 29, CEO Sumant Kath-

palia and Deputy CEO Arun Khu-
rana resigned from the bank,
following which IndusInd Board
appointed a Committee of Execu-
tives to oversee the operations of
the bank, till a new MD & CEO as-
sumes charge or a period of 3
months. “... the Bank has taken
several measures to understand the
root cause of the identified irregu-
larities, ascertain the financial im-
pact and take corrective actions as
well as fix accountability...,” In-
dusInd Bank said in a regulatory
disclosure. (PTI)

Fraud-hit IndusInd Bank reports ` 2,329-cr
net loss in Q4, FY25 profit tanks 71 pc
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, May 21: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, on Thursday is going to virtually in-
augurate the redeveloped Haibargaon Railway
Station in Assam, marking a momentous occa-
sion for the state and the Northeast region. This
event stands out as a landmark in the national

rollout of the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme
(ABSS), as Haibargaon becomes the first rail-
way station in Assam, among 50 stations iden-
tified in the state, to be inaugurated under this
ambitious scheme. The inauguration is part of
a nationwide event covering 103 redeveloped
stations, where Haibargaon’s inclusion, con-

structed at a project cost of approximately `
15.85 Cr, signals the beginning of a new chapter
for rail infrastructure in the region.
Unlike other inaugurations, this day carries

special significance as it showcases the PM’s
unwavering focus on transforming grassroots
infrastructure and bridging regional gaps
through modern connectivity. The redevelop-
ment of Haibargaon station is symbolic not only
of technological and architectural upliftment
but also of the government’s intent to bring NE
India into the fold of rapid national develop-
ment. It is a proud moment for NFR as well as
Assam, as it leads the state’s participation in one
of the Indian Railways’ most ambitious station
redevelopment initiatives.
The selection of Haibargaon as the first sta-

tion to be inaugurated under ABSS in Assam re-
flects its strategic importance and the successful
execution of the project with a clear vision for
passenger-centric modernization. With its up-
graded amenities, improved accessibility and
cultural aesthetics, the station sets a benchmark
for the 49 other stations in Assam lined up for
redevelopment. As the Prime Minister inaugu-
rates this gateway to a modern rail experience,
Haibargaon emerges not just as a station but as
a symbol of progress, pride and promise for the
people of Assam and the Northeast.

Haibargaon Railway Station of Assam among
103 redeveloped stations to be inaugurated today

HT Correspondent
GOSSAIGAON, May 21: Ahead
of the upcoming Bodoland Territo-
rial Council (BTC) elections, the
ruling United People’s Party Lib-
eral (UPPL) has expressed strong
confidence in securing victory in
30 out of 40 constituencies and
forming the government independ-
ently. This was stated by UPPL
Working President and Rajya
Sabha MP Ranagaura Narzary dur-
ing a training and workshop ses-
sion held in Gossaigaon on
Wednesday.
Narzary highlighted the achieve-

ments of the UPPL government
over the past five years, noting that
the party has fostered peace, har-
mony, and development in the
BTC region. He said these efforts
have strengthened the party’s orga-
nizational base and public support.
Emphasizing the leadership of

BTC Chief Executive Member
Pramod Boro, Narzary said the

government’s commitment to
peace and development has earned
the trust of the people. UPPL plans
to contest all 40 constituencies on
its own, with no intention of form-
ing alliances this election cycle.
Responding to claims made by

BPF leader Hagrama Mohilary
about returning to power, Narzary

criticized the BPF for their 15-year
rule, which he described as a “pol-
itics of destruction.” He recalled
how the BPF failed to form the
government after the 2020 BTC
elections despite earlier victory
claims, dismissing Mohilary’s
statements as baseless.
Narzary reiterated UPPL’s dedi-

cation to the welfare of all commu-
nities in the region and outlined the
party’s detailed development
plans. He said grassroots workers
are being trained to effectively en-
gage voters in the upcoming elec-
tions.
The workshop, organized by the

Gossaigaon District Committee of
UPPL and led by district president
Anindya Basumatary, was at-
tended by key party leaders includ-
ing MLA Jiran Basumatary, EM
Wilson Hasda, Ukil Musahary,
MCLA Madhav Chetry, and Reo
Reoa Narzary. Over a thousand
primary committee workers from
BTC constituencies under Gos-
saigaon and Parbatjhora subdivi-
sions participated.
Narzary concluded by stating

that the final decision rests with the
people, who will choose the party
best suited to bring peace, har-
mony, and progress to the BTC re-
gion.

UPPL confident of winning 30 seats in 
upcoming BTC Election: MP Ranagaura Narzary

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, May 21: In re-
sponse to allegations of irregulari-
ties amounting to around Rs 4
crore in the book procurement
process within the Bodoland Terri-
torial Council (BTC) Department
of Education, the BTC government
has constituted a High-Level Com-
mittee to investigate the matter.
The committee was formed fol-

lowing recent media reports high-
lighting potential procurement
anomalies. A notification issued by
the Principal Secretary of BTC
names Sabda Ram Rabha, Stand-
ing Counsel of BTC at the Gauhati
High Court, as the Chairperson of
the committee.

Other members include Dhiraj
Saud, ACS and Secretary of BTC
(Member Secretary), Sujit Baglari,
ACS, Bidhan Das, Registrar of
Bodoland University, and Saroj Kr
Dora, AFS.
The committee commenced its

work on May 20 and is expected
to submit its findings within 15
days.
BTC Chief Executive Member

Pramod Boro affirmed that the
council has taken a firm stance
against the alleged irregularities.
He emphasized that the committee
is adopting a rigorous approach to
investigate the issue thoroughly
and assured that anyone found
guilty will not be spared.

BTC sets up high-level
committee to probe book
procurement irregularities

HT Bureau
DIPHU, May 21: In line with sim-
ilar initiatives across the country,
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK),
Karbi Anglong, is set to organize
the national campaign “Vikshit Kr-
ishi Sangkalp Abhiyan” during the
Pre-Kharif season from May 29 to
June 12, 2025. The campaign is
launched by the Department of
Agricultural Research & Educa-
tion (DARE) / Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) and
the Department of Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare (DA & FW),
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare, Government of India.
The initiative aims to create

awareness among farmers about
region-specific sustainable agricul-
tural technologies related to major

Kharif crops grown in the district.
It will promote the use of soil
health cards to encourage the judi-
cious application of fertilizers, in-
cluding micronutrients.
Additionally, the campaign will
disseminate information on vari-
ous government schemes and poli-
cies beneficial to farmers and
gather valuable feedback to align
future agricultural research and in-
novations with local needs.
Five development blocks—

Lumbajong, Bokajan, Samelangso,
Langsomepi, and Nilip—have
been selected for the campaign,
where activities will be conducted
in multiple villages.
The program will be executed

by two expert teams daily, each
covering two locations. Each team

will comprise scientists from
ICAR institutes, KVK, and Assam
Agricultural University’s Zonal
Research Station, Diphu; field of-
ficers from relevant departments;
banking officials; and experts from
the Assam State Rural Livelihoods
Mission (ASRLM). Each location
is expected to reach around 200
farmers daily, with special focus
on tribal, aspirational, and geo-
graphically challenging areas.
The campaign is expected to

benefit farmers by introducing sci-
entific techniques and innovations
that will enhance crop production
and productivity while reducing
cultivation costs. Organizers are
optimistic that the campaign will
have a positive and lasting impact
on agriculture in the region.

‘Vikshit Krishi Sangkalp Abhiyan’
to boost Kharif farming in KA

Army raises awareness
on Anti Terrorism 
Day at Tinsukia
HT Correspondent

DIBRUGARH, May 21: The In-
dian Army organized an engaging
interactive session on National
Anti-Terrorism Day with students,
teachers and local residents of
Borhat Jatiya Vidyalaya, DK Gaon
and Daisajan in Tinsukia on
Wednesday.
The event aimed to raise aware-

ness among young minds about the
perils of terrorism and violence,
and their far-reaching conse-
quences on society and the nation.
A total of 272 individuals, com-

prising 212 students, 25 teachers,
and 35 local residents, actively par-
ticipated in the event, fostering a
sense of community and collective
responsibility in the fight against
terrorism.

Husband kills wife, lover in Kampur
double murder over Illicit affair

Grassroots workers are being trained to effectively engage voters in the upcoming elections

Devastating fire guts e-scooty
shop in Sivasagar

Showcases PM’s unwavering focus on transforming grassroots infrastructure

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, May 21: A spirited celebration of
International Tea Day was hosted by NEFA Tea Indus-
tries in Margherita on Tuesday, marking the occasion
with enthusiasm, unity, and community engagement.
The event brought together tea enthusiasts, industry
leaders, and local stakeholders to honor the cultural
and economic importance of one of the world’s most
cherished beverages.
Organised by the Federation of Indian Tea Manu-

facturers Association in collaboration with the Assam
Bought Leaf Tea Manufacturers Association, North
Bengal Tea Producers Welfare Association, and Nilgiri
Bought Leaf Tea Manufacturers Association, the event
saw participation from 15 Bought Leaf Tea factories
across the Margherita Co-District.
The celebration aimed to promote tea as the second

most consumed beverage in the world after water,
while highlighting its deep-rooted significance in local
livelihoods and the global economy.
The programme was inaugurated by Margherita Co-

District Commissioner Parikshit Thoudam (IAS), who
highlighted the United Nations’ recognition of May
21st as International Tea Day in 2020, noting the
growing popularity of tea globally and the rise of in-
novative tea startups in Assam that are expanding the
beverage’s reach and variety.
Speaking at the event, Aryan Kumar Choubey, Di-

rector of NEFA Tea Industries, shared his pride and
vision:
“It’s a moment of immense joy to celebrate Inter-

national Tea Day. Tea is the world’s most consumed
beverage after water. Our mission is to boost per
capita tea consumption in India to 1 kg per year and

make tea a staple in every household.”
In a heartwarming community outreach initiative,

NEFA Tea Industries distributed free tea and biscuits
at multiple locations across Margherita, spreading
cheer and encouraging public participation in the cel-
ebration.
The event was attended by several notable figures

including Sanjeev Kumar Choubey, proprietor of
NEFA Tea Industries, his sons Aryan Kumar Choubey
and Shrijan Kumar Choubey, both serving as direc-
tors, along with Manager Ashok Agarwal and Senior
Executive Kamlesh Kumar Dubey. Representatives
from the Tirap Regional Small Tea Growers Associa-
tion, including Bhabesh Medhi and Rudra Bahadur
Chetry, also graced the occasion, reinforcing the col-
laborative spirit of the tea community.
The International Tea Day celebration at NEFA Tea

Industries was a vibrant blend of tradition, innovation,
and community spirit, reaffirming tea’s legacy as a
drink that connects people across cultures and conti-
nents.

NEFA Tea Industries leads vibrant celebration
of International Tea Day in Margherita

Flood alert issued in
Central Assam as
NEEPCO opens gates
at Khandong Dam

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, May 21: The
NEEPCO has opened seven gates
of the Khandong Dam in Dima
Hasao, leading to a rise in the
water level of the Kopili River.
The gates were opened due to

the increased water level in the
reservoir of the Kapili Hydro
Power Station caused by incessant
rains over couple of days. The
water level is expected to continue
rising, especially with ongoing
rainfall in Dima Hasao and Megha-
laya.
The rise in water level of the

Kapili river has raised concerns
about potential flooding in areas
along the Kapili river, including
Kampur, Bokulguri, Padumoni,
Koloni, Jamunamukh, Kachua, and
others.
The Nagaon district administra-

tion has issued an alert, urging peo-
ple living along the Kopili river to
remain cautious. Although the rain
has subsided in Kampur, the water
level in the Kopili river continues
to rise.
According to sources from the

Kopili Hydro Power Project, the
seven gates of the Khandong Dam
are open, and the water flow is cur-
rently natural.

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, May 21: A massive fire broke out at an e-scooty show-
room in Jaysagar, Sivasagar, causing extensive damage earlier recently.
The incident resulted in the destruction of 26 electric scooters, according
to the shop owner, Nekib Ahmed.
Ahmed reported that the blaze erupted suddenly with a loud burst while

he was attending to a customer. “I was in the middle of a conversation
when the fire started. It all happened very quickly,” he said.
The cause of the fire remains unknown. However, the shop owner ex-

pressed dissatisfaction with the emergency response, alleging that the fire
tenders arrived too late to contain the damage effectively.
Authorities are yet to confirm the cause of the incident, and an inves-

tigation is expected to follow.

Red Alert issued as
Kopili River rises
in West KA

HT Correspondent
DONGKAMUKAM, May 21:
The Kopili River is rising steadily
following continuous heavy rainfall
over the past few days in West Karbi
Anglong District. In response, au-
thorities have issued a red alert for
West Karbi Anglong as well as sev-
eral districts in middle Assam, in-
cluding Hojai, Nagaon, and
Morigaon.
The District Disaster Manage-

ment Authority (DDMA), Hamren
WKA, has also confirmed the re-
lease of water from the Khandong
Dam at the Kopili Hydro Power
Station in Dima Hasao district.
Seven gates of the dam have been
opened to manage the rising water
levels, a move necessitated by the
heavy downpour in Dima Hasao
and the neighboring state of Megha-
laya. Authorities have advised resi-
dents to move to safer locations
with their essential belongings as
precautionary measures.
Meanwhile, Relief Camp Site In-

spection officers conducted a whirl-
wind visit this afternoon to assess
the flood-affected areas under the
Dongkamukam Revenue Circle in
West Karbi Anglong. Citizens are
urged to stay alert, follow official
instructions, and prioritize their
safety during this critical period.

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, May 21: A gruesome double murder shook the
Pachanijar area near Kampur in Nagaon district late last night,
after a man allegedly killed his wife and her illicit lover in a
fit of rage over an extramarital affair.
According to sources, the accused, Jaykanta Das, who is em-

ployed at a company in Guwahati, unexpectedly arrived at his
rented home in Pachanijar and caught his wife, Gitarani Das,
and her alleged lover, Bhaskar Nath, a TET-qualified teacher,
in a compromising situation. In a moment of uncontrollable
fury, he attacked both with a rod, fatally injuring them.
Following the incident, Das surrendered at the Kampur Po-

lice Station, where he confessed to the crime.
Senior police officials from Nagaon district headquarters

quickly rushed to the scene. Both bodies were sent for post-
mortem examinations, and a detailed investigation is currently
underway. Jaykanta Das was produced before a local court in
Nagaon on Tuesday afternoon and has been remanded to judi-
cial custody.
The accused hails from Debnarikoli, while his deceased wife

was originally from Tulsimukh Deorigaon. The other victim,
Bhaskar Nath, was a resident of Mangaldai in Darrang district.
The shocking nature of the crime has triggered outrage

across the community, with residents condemning the act as
both tragic and shameful. A large crowd gathered at the scene,
expressing concern over the rising moral degradation in society
and calling for greater awareness and community engagement
to prevent such violent outcomes in the future.
Community leaders have appealed to the youth to take an

active role in promoting values of responsibility, communica-
tion, and peaceful conflict resolution through awareness drives
and educational programs.

CRPF’s Delta Company 
undertakes Tree Plantation
Drive in Baithalangso

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, May 21: In a commendable
step towards environmental conservation, the
Delta Company of the 128th Battalion of the
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), sta-
tioned at Lengey APGCL, carried out a major
tree plantation programme in Baithalangso
under the leadership of Commandant Yatin-
dra Nath Rai from the Noonmati Headquar-
ters.
The initiative was coordinated and led on

the ground by Inspector Rajen Ch Nath, Of-
ficer-in-Charge of the Delta Company, who
played a pivotal role in organizing the event
and ensuring its success.
The plantation drive covered the premises

of four middle and primary schools in the
Baithalangso area. As part of this green ini-
tiative, the CRPF personnel planted approx-
imately 1,500 saplings, including varieties
such as neem, betel nut, azhar, nahar, and
other fruit-bearing trees. The effort aimed to
promote environmental awareness and high-
light the importance of afforestation, partic-
ularly in ecologically sensitive regions like
West Karbi Anglong.
This initiative underscores the CRPF’s

broader commitment to community welfare
and ecological sustainability, fostering a
greener future and building stronger ties with
the local community.

HT Correspondent
HAFLONG, May 21: Shyam
Chetri, a respected sportsman, so-
cial activist, and government em-
ployee, passed away on Tuesday,
May 20, 2025, at his residence near
Haflong Kali Bari. He was 65 and
had been bedridden for several
days due to illness.
Chetri is survived by his wife, a

son, a daughter, and a wide circle
of relatives, friends, and admirers
who deeply mourn his passing.
Professionally, Chetri served as

an accountant in the Treasury Of-
fice in Haflong, Dima Hasao. Be-
yond his official duties, he was
widely known for his passionate
involvement in community devel-
opment and sports promotion. He
was an active member of several
organizations, including the Dis-
trict Sports Association (DSA), the
District Arm Wrestling Associa-
tion, and notably served as the dis-
trict president of the Assam
Gorkha Sammellan.
In recognition of his lifelong

contributions, the Dima Hasao
Sports Association (DHSA) hon-
ored his memory by flying its
flag at half-mast. His residence
saw a steady stream of mourners
who gathered to pay their final
respects.
Shyam Chetri was cremated at

the Haflong crematory today, May
21, at 11:30 AM.

Shyam Chetri, renowned
sportsman and social
activist, passes away

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, May 21: CG Corp Global, one of South Asia’s leading
multinational conglomerates, has announced its intent to deepen invest-
ments in the state of Assam, focusing on the hospitality, tourism, FMCG,
and manufacturing sectors. This announcement follows a meeting be-
tween CM Himanta Biswa Sarma and Varun Chaudhary, Managing Di-
rector of CG Corp Global, where the two discussed the group’s expansion
plans and opportunities in the region.
“Assam is fast emerging as a preferred destination for hospitality and

F&B. I was pleased to meet Varun Chaudhary and discuss his group’s de-
sire to invest in Assam’s growth story,” said Sarma via social media.
Varun Chaudhary echoed the sentiment, stating, “We are excited about

the possibilities Assam offers. With thousands of people already em-
ployed by CG Corp Global in Assam—especially through CG Foods and
the iconic Wai Wai brand—the state continues to be a vital part of our
operations in India and a strategic gateway to the Northeast.”
CG Corp Global has a longstanding relationship with Assam through

Wai Wai, one of India’s most loved noodle brands, and is now looking to
expand its footprint in the state through new ventures that contribute to
job creation, infrastructure, and the regional economy.
With a presence in over 32 countries, CG Corp Global continues to re-

inforce its commitment to India’s growth and regional development.

Wai Wai Maker CG Corp Global 
eyes strategic ventures in Assam

HT Correspondent
JAGIROAD, May 21: A herd of
wild elephants descended upon
the construction site of the Tata
Semiconductor and Assembly
Project, currently being devel-
oped by Tata Electronics in Ja-
giroad, early this morning. The
incident occurred when the ele-
phants, reportedly in search of
food, entered the premises from
the nearby Sonakuchi Sanctuary
during the early hours.

The herd caused damage to
construction materials and tempo-
rary shelters erected at the site.
The situation was brought under
control after teams from the For-
est Department and local police
arrived and successfully drove the
elephants back into the forest.
Locals pointed out that such

incidents are not new to the
area. Even during the opera-
tional period of the paper mills
in Jagiroad, wild elephants

would occasionally venture into
human settlements. Experts be-
lieve that the elephants are
being forced out of their natural
habitats due to food scarcity,
prompting them to descend
from the hills into the plains in
search of sustenance.
Authorities are monitoring the

situation, and efforts are under-
way to prevent further human-ele-
phant conflict as development in
the region progresses.

Wild elephants invade Tata Electronics Project Site in Jagiroad
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The April 2025 Pahalgam
terror attack has jolted
South Asia back into a state

of alarming instability. As the
smoke clears from the Indian mis-
sile strikes under Operation Sin-
door—New Delhi’s swift
retaliation to the Pakistan-insti-
gated assault—the international
community finds itself once again
navigating the treacherous waters
of Indo-Pak conflict. But beyond
condemnations and calls for
peace, India must now recalibrate
its expectations from its so-called
strategic partners—Russia, China,
and the United States—each of
whom has responded with nu-
anced, interest-driven diplomacy
rather than unequivocal support.

For decades, India has regarded
Russia as a time-tested ally—a
friend that, as many in Delhi as-
sert, has never acted against In-
dian interests. From Cold War
camaraderie to the Treaty of
Peace, Friendship and Coopera-
tion in 1971, Moscow has been a
dependable defence partner.
However, the evolving regional
calculus tells a more complicated
story. Russia is currently engaged
in the Pakistan Stream gas proj-
ect, a strategic pipeline stretching
from Karachi to Punjab. This ini-
tiative signals growing Russia-
Pakistan economic engagement,
even as Moscow simultaneously
stresses peaceful dialogue based
on the 1972 Simla Agreement and
the 1999 Lahore Declaration,
both of which call for bilateral
resolution of disputes and the
avoidance of nuclear confronta-
tion.

At the United Nations, all five
permanent members of the Secu-
rity Council, including Russia and
China, have condemned the Pa-
halgam attack and grilled Pak-
istan—currently a non-permanent
member of the Council—on its

complicity. While this seems like
a diplomatic win for India, the re-
alpolitik that follows paints a
more sobering picture. Should the
matter escalate within the UN Se-
curity Council, China is almost
certain to veto any resolution crit-
ical of Pakistan. Britain and
France may counter with vetoes
against any move condemning
India. Meanwhile, President Don-
ald Trump’s United States re-
mains characteristically erratic.
Despite reiterating support for
India’s fight against terrorism and
its right to self-defence, Trump
has advised both nations to “fig-
ure it out,” dismissing their con-
flict as a “1,500-year-old”
feud—a phrase that trivialises the
crisis and underscores Washing-
ton’s reluctance to engage in yet
another geopolitical theatre while
it remains entangled in wars in
Ukraine and Gaza.

Yet, this ambiguity does not
come without context. Each of
these global powers has experi-
enced the sting of terrorism:
America on 9/11, Russia in its
restive Caucasus, and China in
Xinjiang, where it has occasion-
ally blamed Pakistani-backed ex-
tremists. This shared history of
victimhood provides moral
ground for condemning terrorism.
Still, when it comes to actions
that transcend statements, na-
tional interests dictate caution.

China, perhaps the most diplo-
matically layered player in this
scenario, embodies a paradox. It
has publicly called for peace and
reaffirmed that India and Pakistan
are not only each other’s neigh-
bours but also neighbours of
China. In keeping with this narra-
tive, it has advocated for an inde-
pendent investigation into the
Pahalgam attack, suggesting an
image of neutrality. However, its
actions speak louder. To show sol-

idarity with Pakistan—its “iron
brother” and all-weather strategic
ally—Beijing has moved troops
to Aksai Chin, the Chinese-ad-
ministered sector of Kashmir
claimed by India. This move is
not just a military posture but a
strategic signal, intertwining the
Indo-Pak dispute with the sim-
mering Sino-Indian border ten-
sions.

China’s leverage in the region
is further amplified by Pakistan’s
deep-rooted integration into its
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
Since 2015, China has committed
over $46 billion into infrastruc-
ture and energy projects in Pak-
istan, with a significant portion
passing through
Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir—a
region India
claims. This in-
cludes strategic road and rail net-
works connecting the deep-sea
ports of Gwadar and Karachi with
China’s Xinjiang province. The
resultant enhancement of Pak-
istan’s power generation and lo-
gistics capacity comes with
increased military interdepend-
ence. Over 81% of Pakistan’s mil-
itary imports—from fighter jets to
submarines—come from China.
Beijing is not only Islamabad’s
largest arms supplier but also the
top defence exporter to India’s
other neighbours like Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka, effectively encir-
cling India with Chinese
weaponry and economic influ-
ence.

This growing asymmetry of in-
fluence is most visible in the In-
dian Ocean, where China’s naval
presence and trade dominance
challenge India’s traditional
sphere of influence. Even as India
builds strategic ties with the US
and Quad partners like Japan and
Australia, it must contend with

Beijing’s regional assertiveness,
both on land and at sea.

The United States, under
Trump, has taken a more transac-
tional approach. It supports
India’s right to self-defence and
has condemned terrorism. How-
ever, it continues to sell F-16
fighter jets to Pakistan, while the
President maintains warm per-
sonal ties with both Prime Minis-
ters. Trump’s flippant comments
about the length of the India-Pak-
istan conflict—calling it perhaps
“longer than 1,500 years”—be-
tray a lack of diplomatic sensitiv-
ity and a desire to stay
disengaged. Given the US’s pre-
occupations elsewhere and its

strategic rivalry
with China,
Wa s h i n g t o n ’s
South Asia pos-
ture is less about

commitment and more about cal-
ibration.

Meanwhile, the crisis has
deepened with India’s revoca-
tion of the 1960 Indus Waters
Treaty. The treaty, brokered by
the World Bank, had allocated
80% of the Indus basin’s waters
to Pakistan. Delhi’s move to
suspend its obligations under
this accord has prompted an out-
cry from Islamabad, which has
termed it an “act of war,” assert-
ing that the waters are lifelines
for over 240 million Pakistanis.
This marks a new frontier in the
conflict—where water, not just
land or terrorism, becomes a
strategic weapon.

The strategic reverberations of
this development have not gone
unnoticed. The weaponisation of
water could escalate tensions be-
yond the traditional battlefield
and into domains affecting civil-
ian populations and food security.
It also opens India to criticism
under international humanitarian

law, despite the provocation of
terrorism. The UN has already re-
iterated that targeting civilians is
unacceptable, and any punitive
action must be within credible
and lawful frameworks. This puts
India in a tight diplomatic bind:
retaliate effectively, but stay
within the realm of global legal
and moral acceptability.

Against this backdrop, India’s
geopolitical reality is that while
friends support its stance on ter-
rorism, few are willing to sacri-
fice their strategic equities to back
Delhi unequivocally in the event
of war. Russia’s energy ties with
Pakistan, China’s military and
economic embrace of Islamabad,
and America’s strategic aloofness
together indicate that India stands
largely alone if full-scale war
erupts. The international consen-
sus remains focused on de-escala-
tion—not justice, not deterrence.

This moment in history, there-
fore, presents a sobering reality
for Indian policymakers. The no-
tion of “strategic autonomy” has
never been more tested. India’s
traditional alliances are evolving
into multi-vector partnerships
where mutual interests, not moral
solidarity, guide action. While
Operation Sindoor may have sent
a clear message to Pakistan, the
international response to the
broader conflict underscores an
age-old truth in diplomacy: in
times of crisis, national interest
reigns supreme.

India must now navigate this
uncertain landscape with a com-
bination of military preparedness,
diplomatic agility, and strategic
clarity. As the lines between
friend and rival blur, Delhi’s
biggest challenge may not be Pak-
istan’s provocations, but the fault-
lines in its web of friendships.
(The writer can be reached at di-
pakkurmiglpltd@gmail.com)
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Children of Tamil Nadu are caught in the political crossfire be-
tween NDA government at the Centre and M K Stalin-led INDIA
bloc government in the state. The Centre insists on implementa-

tion of the three-language formula under New Education Policy (NEP)
2020, and the state refuses to implement it. It has led to a situation in
which children’s fundamental right under Right to Education (RTE) is
being violated. Supreme Court of India had said on May 9, 2025, that
Court can’t enforce any state to adopt the NEP. Nevertheless, to enforce
implementation of three-language formula, the Centre has frozen release
of funds, resulting in delay in Right to Education admissions. Now,
Tamil Nadu has moved to Supreme Court against Centre over ` 2,151
crore education fund freeze. Tamil Nadu has accused the Union Gov-
ernment of coercive federal over-reach by linking the disbursal of funds
to the State’s acceptance of the NEP 2020 and the PM SHRI Schools
Scheme. “Such coercive tactics are neither legally permissible nor con-
sistent with State legislation, particularly in light of the two-language
formula adopted by the State,” the suit filed by the state read. Tamil
Nadu seeks release of ` 2151 crore in education funds under the Sama-
gra Shiksha Scheme (SSS) for 2024-25, with 6 per cent interest on the
principal amount. Thus the suits total claim is ` 2291.3 crore.

Tamil Nadu has stated in their petition that the Centre’s withholding
of its “obligatory share” under the SSS has crippled the implementation
of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009
(RTE Act) and the constitutional rights of over 43.94 lakh students, 2.21
lakh teachers and 32,701 school staff in the state. Tamil Nadu says that
the Project Approval Board (PAB) of the Ministry of Education, Union
of India, had approved ` 3,585.99 crore for the state under the SSS in
its February 2024 meeting of which ` 2,151.59 crore was the Centre’s
share based on the 60:40 cost-sharing formula. Nevertheless, Centre has
not released even a single instalment. The state alleged that the Centre
has done this due to state’s refusal to fully adopt NEP 2020 and sign an
MoU for the PM SHRI Schools scheme. Tamil Nadu has two-language
policy – Tamil and English. It has consistently opposed imposition of
Hindi since 1968, when a resolution was passed in this regard in the
Legislative Assembly of the state. Not only that the Tamil Nadu Tamil
Learning Act of 2006 mandates compulsory teaching of Tamil from
Class I to X. There is another act called Tamil Nadu Uniform System
of School Education Act of 2010.

Nevertheless, these legislations are being undermined by the Centre
for imposition of NEP-2020, which is merely a policy and vision state-
ment … that lacks any executive or legislative force binding on the state.
The petition filed by Tamil Nadu says that the Centre has released funds
under Samagra Shiksha Scheme to all states except Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
and West Bengal. Only a few days ago on May 16, Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had urged Union government to released the pending dues of 
` 2151.59 crore under the SSS, which included ` 617 crore for RTE ad-
missions.

TN’s refusal to accept
3-language formula 
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The Rising Northeast: Investors Sum-
mit 2025 is being  organised by the
Ministry of DoNER, Government of

India on 23rd and 24th May, 2025 at
Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi to show-
case the potential for investments and trade
in the Northeast Region of India.

The summit presents a unique opportu-
nity to establish and strengthen alliances,
partnerships, and collaborations, while
gaining valuable insights into the myriad
of possibilities available for expanding
business and pursuing new investments in
the North East region. The event will focus
on developing a clear vision for growth in
both the manufacturing and services sec-
tors. The summit will also provide in-
vestors with a valuable opportunity to
participate in the Northeast Region’s de-
velopment as a manufacturing and services
hub for ASEAN and BBN, as well as for
the markets in eastern India. Additionally,
it will serve as a crucial platform for com-
panies to learn about the incentive and pol-
icy framework in Northeast India and how
to use it to expand their business beyond
national borders.
About the Summit
The Ministry of DoNER, Government

of India, is organizing the Rising Northeast
to showcase the investment and trade po-
tential of the Northeast Region of India.
The summit aims to highlight the region’s
geostrategic advantage, abundant natural
resources, skilled workforce, and access to
captive markets in the Northeast and
neighboring countries.

The Northeast region is an emerging
frontier for businesses, and the summit of-
fers an ideal platform for forging alliances,
partnerships, and acquiring a clear vision
of the opportunities available for expand-
ing businesses, making new investments,
setting up green field manufacturing proj-
ects and associated activities.

The summit will enable investors to par-
ticipate in the Northeast Region’s transfor-
mation as a manufacturing and services
hub. It will also provide companies look-
ing to access emerging markets in ASEAN
and BBN countries an opportunity to learn
about the incentive and policy framework
in the Northeast and how to leverage it for
venturing beyond borders.

In the run-up to the NEIS 2025, road-
shows are being organized in 7 important
cities in India to showcase the investment
potential of the Northeast region and reach
out to potential investors.

The summit promises to become a
major platform for networking with indus-
try leaders, policymakers, and other rele-
vant stakeholders from the region, offering
excellent opportunities for exploring tie-
ups, expansions, and MoUs via G2B, B2B
meetings on the sidelines of the summit.

Potential investors from diverse sectors
are expected to attend the Rising Northeast
to explore investment opportunities in
NER with an eye on the markets of north-
east and ASEAN.
Advantage Northeast
The North-Eastern Region (NER) en-

compasses a group of eight states, namely
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim,

and Tripura. This region is of immense
strategic importance for India as it serves
as a gateway to Southeast Asia, with each
state sharing a border with at least one
Southeast Asian nation. Besides being a
melting pot of cultures, the NER is also a
global biodiversity hotspot, making it an
attractive destination for tourists.

Although the NER covers only 7.98%
of India’s total geographical the region
only accounts for 3.78% of the total popu-
lation. Over 54% of the region’s popula-
tion, particularly in hilly areas, belong to
tribal communities and 2011 census, the
NER is home to approximately 135 Sched-
uled Tribe groups out of a total of around
705 in India. Furthermore, the region has
abundant natural resources that are yet to
be fully explored, which is why it is rapidly
emerging as a hub for sustainable manu-
facturing and service industries.

The northeast region boasts abundant
natural resources, agro-horticultural and
forest resources, hydroelectric potential, oil
and natural gas, and several mineral de-
posits, making it well-positioned for indus-
trial growth and expansion.

The primary industries in the NER’s in-
dustrial sector include agriculture, food
processing, and mineral extraction, with
notable businesses in bamboo, natural gas
and oil, plastic, coal, silk, jute, tea, and pe-
troleum sectors.

In recent years, significant investments
have been pouring into sectors like food
processing, pharmaceuticals, tourism and
hospitality, cement, education, healthcare,
and infrastructure, laying the foundation
for the NER’s overall development.
Key Economic Indicators :
• The Region’s GSDP at current prices

is ₹ 5.75 lakh crore in FY 2021-22
• Compounded Annual Growth Rate

(CAGR) of GSDP of North-eastern States
grew at 08.17% from FY2015 to FY2022

• Per capita income: The per capita in-
come for the North-eastern region was ₹
1,11,757 (approximately $1,490) in the fi-
nancial year 2019-20.

• Infrastructure: The region has a total of
13640 km of national highways.

• Infrastructure: 3,891 km of state high-
ways, and 2,657 km of major district roads

• The average road density per 100 Sq
Km of area is 143.72Km against the na-
tional average of 115.30 Km

Focus Sectors of the Summit are :
# Agri, Food Processing & Allied Sectors
# Textiles, Handloom & Handicrafts
# Entertainment and Sports
# Education & Skill Development
# Healthcare
# IT & ITES
# Tourism & Hospitality
# Energy
# Infrastructure and Logistics
Gateway to Southeast Asia :
The Northeast Region (NER) boasts of

a strategically advantageous location, pro-
viding easy access to both the BBN and
ASEAN markets. Sharing 99 percent of its
borders, which spans over 5,300 kilome-
ters, with its neighboring countries, includ-
ing Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, and
Myanmar, the NER serves as a crucial
gateway to the ASEAN region and repre-
sents an integral component of India’s Act
East Policy.

Abundant Natural Resources :
The Northeast Region (NER) is richly

endowed with abundant natural resources,
including around 20% of India’s oil and
gas reserves, 395 million tons of coal, as
well as significant deposits of various min-
erals such as uranium, feldspar, limestone,
kaolin, quartz clay, graphite, and dolomite.
Additionally, the NER has vast bamboo
and timber resources that are instrumental
in supporting the needs of various indus-
tries. Such a bountiful reserve of resources
positions the NER ideally for catering to
the requirements of industries in the north-
east states, as well as the BBN and
ASEAN markets.
India’s Green Hub :
The Northeast Region (NER) of India is

a veritable oasis of greenery, boasting a
forest cover of over 60%. This makes it the
country’s preeminent “Green Hub,” with
the distinction of being the most extensive
carbon sink, accounting for 28% of India’s
total estimated carbon stock of 7,124 mil-
lion tonnes. Its abundant natural resources
and vast biodiversity make the NER an
idyllic haven for discerning high-end
tourists seeking an unexplored and unique
travel experience.
Diverse Cultural Heritage :
The natural beauty of the region’s

rolling hills, winding rivers, and verdant
valleys is matched only by its rich ethnic,
linguistic, and cultural diversity. With 209
tribes and 192 distinct languages spoken,
this area is a melting pot of cultures and
identities, resulting in a unique and fasci-
nating composite culture. Investors look-
ing for opportunities in tourism and
handicrafts will find an abundance of op-
tions in this region, where the rich cultural
heritage of its people can be showcased to
the world.
Government Incentives :
The government of India and various

state governments of India offer a wide
range of incentives subsidies, and reim-
bursements to support business growth in
NER. Take advantage of the same to ex-
pand your business further in the region.
Skilled Workforce :
With several world class institutions like

IIM Shillong, IIT Guwahati, 79 universi-
ties, 1001 colleges and 224 standalone in-
stitutions, the region produces a skilled
workforce that is proficient in English.
Growing Infrastructure :
With multiple Central and State level

schemes, the region is undergoing a rapidly
transformation in terms of infrastructure,
including new industrial and technology
parks, logistics hubs, cold chains and con-
nectivity infrastructure.
Stable Business Environment :
The Northeastern states of India provide

a safe and supportive atmosphere for busi-
nesses, thanks to their stable political en-
vironment, low crime rates, and favorable
government policies. Furthermore, the re-
gion is adopting efficient mechanisms to
simplify business operations (Ease of
doing Business), which makes it an appeal-
ing destination for companies seeking
growth opportunities.
Access to a mega international mar-

ket base :
The Northeastern region is poised to

benefit from the economic potential of the

BBN and ASEAN countries, with a com-
bined consumer base of over 600 million
people. This large consumer base, coupled
with increased urbanization in the region,
presents a massive opportunity for busi-
nesses in the region to tap into in the years
ahead. The North-eastern Region (NER),
which includes the eight States of
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim,
and Tripura, is the easternmost region of
India. Since each state has a border with at
least one of the five nations to the east of
the country, this area serves as a gateway
to Southeast Asia and is of great strategic
importance.

Furthermore, the NER is widely recog-
nized as one of the most diverse regions in
Asia, characterized by a rich tapestry of
ethnicities and languages. Each state
within NER boasts a unique blend of dis-
tinct cultures and traditions.

The Northeast region of India is a well-
known biodiversity hotspot that is also
home to a rich mix of cultures. In addition,
the region is blessed with abundant natural
resources that are yet to be fully explored
and exploited. The region also holds a sig-
nificant stake in the country’s ‘Act East
Policy,’ which is aimed at promoting eco-
nomic, political, and cultural ties with
Southeast Asia. With a wealth of natural
resources, human resources, and potential
for agriculture and horticulture, the region
is rapidly emerging as a hub for sustainable
manufacturing and service industries. Ad-
ditionally, the region’s rich ethnic, religious,
linguistic, and cultural diversity makes it a
highly attractive destination for tourists, of-
fering significant potential for growth and de-
velopment in the tourism sector.

With an area of 2.6 lakh sq. km, the
NER accounts for about 7.98 per cent of
the total geographical area of India while
being home to 3.78 per cent of India’s total
population. The region is characterised by
a mixed topography of hills and plains,
with hills occupying 70 per cent of the land
area. With a significant tribal population
accounting for around 54 percent of its
total population, especially in the hilly
areas, the Northeast region of India is
unique in its diversity. The region is home
to approximately 135 Scheduled Tribe
groups out of a total of approximately 705
across India. With plentiful natural re-
sources, agro-horticultural and forest re-
sources, hydroelectric potential, oil and
natural gas and mineral deposits, the north-
east region is well poised for investment
and economic growth.
State Industrial policies : 
To attract investments and promote in-

dustrial development, 6 of 8 North East
states has have active industrial policies in
place, which includes a range of incen-
tives, subsidies, and support mechanisms
for investors. As Sikkim does not have an
Industrial Policy, the MSME Policy 2022
for Sikkim has been considered.

Industrial policies of North East States
and other Indian states reveals that all the
policies compared offer a wide range of
subsidies to promote industrial growth.
Some of the key highlights of the subsidy
offerings include tax incentives, capital
subsidies, interest subsidies, and land 
Government Initiatives for Skill De-

velopment in NER :
• 72 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendra’s

(PMKK) have been established in NER
during the period 2016-20. 

• Under NSDC’s Skill Saathi pro-
gramme, over 50,000 people were coun-
selled in the NER for skill development
and career opportunities.

• 13.6 lakhs youths have been trained
since 2016, of which 7.89 lakhs have been
certified. 

• To improve the livelihood opportuni-
ties of more than 80 thousand traditional
arts and handicrafts artisans they have had
their skills certified under the PMKVY in
the region.

• Leading academic Institutions and uni-
versities such as CIPET, IIE, NIELIT,
NTTC, CTTC, NIPMER, IIPM and CSIR
have been engaged to conduct PMKVY –
STT in the NER.

• State Skill Development Missions of
NER have been engaged to implement
RPL, especially in traditional job roles
such as loin loom weavers, two-shaft hand-
loom weavers, jacquard handloom
weavers etc.

• Various training centres have been es-
tablished in the NER under Technical In-
tern Training Programme, including two at
Guwahati (Assam) and one in Pasighat
(Arunachal Pradesh). 

• Additionally, one of the leading organ-
isations, Learnet Skills Limited (formerly
IL&FS Skills Development Corporation
Ltd.), has partnered with Oil India under
its CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility)
initiative to support training 30 candidates
at its Guwahati centre.

• Under, DDUGKY programme spon-
sored by MoRD, 71317 students have been
trained during the period of 2015-2022 as
on March 2023
Investment opportunities in Educa-

tion & Skill Development :
Investment opportunities in the Educa-

tion & Skill Development Sector in NER
includes :
Private Schools :
Private schools are in high demand in

North East India due to the region’s growing
population and increasing  urbanization. In-
vestment in private schools can range from
building new schools to upgrading existing
facilities. There is also a growing demand for
international schools that offer a globally rec-
ognized curriculum.
Higher Education : 
The North East region is home to sev-

eral prominent universities, colleges, and
technical institutes. However, the demand
for quality higher education surpasses the
available supply. To address this issue, in-
vestments in higher education can range
from establishing new institutions to up-
grading existing facilities and promoting
research and development.
Vocational Training : 
The region is blessed with young peo-

ple, and there is a need for vocational train-
ing to equip them with the necessary skills
for employment. Investment in vocational
training can range from setting up new
training centres to upgrading existing ones
and providing training for trainers.
E-Learning : 
The COVID-19 pandemic has acceler-

ated the adoption of e-learning in North

East India. There is a significant demand
for e-learning solutions that provide quality
education and access to remote areas. In-
vestment in e-learning can range from de-
veloping new platforms to partnering with
existing providers.
Skill Development : 
The North East region has abundant nat-

ural resources, and there is a need for
skilled professionals in various sectors
such as agriculture, tourism, and health-
care. Investment in skill development can
range from setting up new training centres
to upgrading existing ones and provides
funding for research and development. 
Research & Development : 
The region presents several opportuni-

ties for R&D in various fields, including
biodiversity, traditional knowledge sys-
tems, renewable energy, agriculture and
horticulture, and tourism. R&D in these
areas can help promote sustainable devel-
opment and contribute to the economic
growth of the region.
Opportunities from beyond borders :
India attracts nearly 50,000 students

from all over the world every year, and a
significant number of students from South-
east Asian countries contribute to this fig-
ure. In the academic year 2020-21, about
540 students chose NER states as their
study destination. However, the overall
number of students migrating from neigh-
boring Southeast Asian countries to India
during the same period was 18,773. This
number could increase even further if the
NER states develop a robust educational
infrastructure to cater to the growing de-
mand. The NER states enjoy excellent
connectivity with Southeast Asian nations
and share an international land border
spanning over 5,562 kilometers. Addition-
ally, the region boasts a rich cultural her-
itage that aligns with the  traditions of
countries like Thailand, Vietnam, and
Myanmar. These factors provide an ideal
opportunity for investors to develop and
promote the region’s educational infra-
structure. By investing in this sector, the
NER can attract a more significant number
of foreign students and expand its presence
in the global education market.
Medical value tourism potential of

North East : 
Medical value tourism is a growing in-

dustry in India, and the North East region
is no exception. The region is blessed with
abundant natural beauty and cultural diver-
sity, making it an ideal destination for med-
ical tourists seeking to combine  healthcare
services with travel and leisure. The North
East region’s proximity to neighbouring
countries such as  Bangladesh, Nepal,
Myanmar, and Bhutan can attract medical
tourists from these countries seeking qual-
ity healthcare services at an affordable cost
and hence it creates an investment oppor-
tunity in

(1 ) Medical & Para Medical Education 
(2) Setting up of Multi-Speciality &

Super Speciality Hospitals
(3) Healthcare Excellence Centres
(The author is an Assistant Develop-

ment Officer, Transformation and Devel-
opment Department, Government of
Assam. He can be reached at
7002699011 or digantaraju@gmail.com
and digantabarooah@yahoo.com)
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The birth of Earth’s sixth ocean
By: Satyabrat Borah

The Earth’s crust is in constant flux, re-
shaped by forces deep within its core
that have sculpted the planet’s surface

for billions of years. In East Africa, one of the
most remarkable geological transformations
in our planet’s history is unfolding: the grad-
ual formation of a new ocean. The East
African Rift, a massive fracture in the Earth’s
crust, is tearing the African continent apart,
setting the stage for a new body of water that
could fundamentally alter the world’s geog-
raphy, climate, ecosystems, and human soci-
eties. This process, driven by the relentless
movement of tectonic plates, is not only a tes-
tament to the dynamic nature of our planet but
also a phenomenon that will have far-reach-
ing consequences for millions of years to
come. While the full emergence of this sixth
ocean is millions of years away, its early signs
are already visible, offering a glimpse into the
profound changes it will bring to the African
continent and the world at large.
The East African Rift (EAR) stretches over

3,000 kilometers, from the Afar Triangle in
Ethiopia to Mozambique in the south. It is
one of the most active tectonic boundaries on
Earth, where the African continent is literally
splitting apart. The rift is the result of two tec-
tonic plates—the Nubian Plate, which forms
most of Africa, and the Somali Plate, which
encompasses the Horn of Africa and parts of
the eastern coast—pulling away from each
other. This divergence is driven by the up-
welling of molten rock from the Earth’s man-
tle, which thins and fractures the crust,
creating a rift valley. Over time, this valley
will widen, and seawater from the Red Sea
and the Indian Ocean will flood the region,
forming a new ocean basin. The process is ex-
traordinarily slow, with the plates moving
apart at a rate of just a few millimeters per
year, but over millions of years, this incre-
mental movement will reshape the continent.
To understand the significance of this trans-

formation, it’s worth looking at the Earth’s
geological history. Around 250 million years
ago, all the continents were joined together in
a supercontinent called Pangea. Over millions
of years, tectonic forces broke Pangea apart,
creating the continents and oceans we know
today. The Atlantic Ocean, for instance, began

forming about 180 million years ago as the
Americas drifted away from Africa and Eu-
rope. The East African Rift is a modern-day
equivalent of this process, where the Somali
Plate is drifting eastward, potentially creating
a new continent out of the Horn of Africa. The
rift’s current features—deep valleys, lakes,
and volcanic activity—are early indicators of
this monumental change. Lakes like Tan-
ganyika, Malawi, and Turkana, which lie
within the rift, are precursors to the future
ocean, as they occupy the depressed areas
where the crust is thinning.
The geological evidence for this transfor-

mation is compelling. In 2005, a dramatic
event in Ethiopia’s afar region underscored
the rift’s activity. A 60-kilometer-long fissure
opened in the Earth’s crust over the course of
just a few days, reaching widths of up to 8
meters. This event, known as the Dabbahu rift
event, was accompanied by volcanic activity
and earthquakes, signaling the intense tec-
tonic forces at work. Similar events have oc-
curred elsewhere in the rift, such as in Kenya
in 2018, when a massive crack appeared in
the ground, splitting roads and displacing
communities. These incidents are not iso-
lated; they are part of a long-term process that
will eventually lead to the flooding of the rift
and the creation of a new ocean. Scientists es-
timate that this process could take anywhere
from 5 to 10 million years, but its impacts are
already being felt.
The formation of a new ocean will have

profound environmental consequences. The
East African Rift is home to some of the
world’s most biodiverse ecosystems, particu-
larly in its lakes. Lake Tanganyika, for exam-
ple, hosts over 250 species of cichlid fish,
many of which are found nowhere else on
Earth. As the rift widens and seawater even-
tually floods the region, the freshwater
ecosystems of these lakes will be trans-
formed. The influx of saline water could lead
to the extinction of many endemic species,
while creating new habitats for marine life.
This shift will also affect the region’s climate.
A new ocean could alter regional weather pat-
terns, increasing humidity and potentially
changing rainfall distribution across East
Africa. Such changes could have cascading
effects on agriculture, water availability, and
ecosystems far beyond the rift itself.

The human implications of this geological
transformation are equally significant. The
East African Rift cuts through densely popu-
lated countries like Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda,
Rwanda, and Ethiopia, where millions of peo-
ple rely on agriculture and pastoralism for
their livelihoods. The ongoing tectonic activ-
ity, including earthquakes and volcanic erup-
tions, poses immediate risks to these
communities. For instance, in 2002, the erup-
tion of Mount Nyiragongo in the Democratic
Republic of Congo displaced thousands of
people and destroyed infrastructure. As the
rift continues to widen, such events could be-
come more frequent, threatening settlements
and agricultural land. Moreover, the eventual
flooding of the rift will submerge large areas
of land, forcing populations to relocate and
potentially leading to social and economic in-
stability.
At the same time, the creation of a new

ocean could bring economic opportunities.
The emergence of a new coastline could lead
to the development of ports, boosting trade
and fisheries. Coastal tourism, a major eco-
nomic driver in places like Kenya and Tanza-
nia, could expand as new beaches and marine
environments attract visitors. However, these
opportunities come with challenges. The dis-
placement of communities, loss of arable
land, and changes in water resources will re-

quire careful planning and international co-
operation to mitigate. Governments in the re-
gion will need to invest in infrastructure,
disaster preparedness, and adaptation strate-
gies to address the long-term impacts of this
transformation.
The cultural and historical significance of

the East African Rift adds another layer to this
story. The rift is often referred to as the “cra-
dle of humanity,” as it is home to some of the
oldest known fossils of early human ances-
tors, such as those found in Ethiopia’s Afar
region and Tanzania’s Olduvai Gorge. The
geological processes that are now reshaping
the region played a critical role in human evo-
lution, as the rift’s diverse landscapes pro-
vided the environmental conditions that
fostered the development of early hominids.
As the rift continues to evolve, it will not only
shape the physical landscape but also influ-
ence the cultural and historical narratives of
the region.
From a global perspective, the formation of

a new ocean will have far-reaching implica-
tions. The reconfiguration of Africa’s geogra-
phy could alter global ocean currents, which
play a critical role in regulating the Earth’s
climate. For example, the Atlantic Ocean’s
currents, such as the Gulf Stream, have a sig-
nificant impact on temperatures in Europe
and North America. A new ocean in East

Africa could similarly influence regional and
global climate patterns, though the exact ef-
fects are difficult to predict. Additionally, the
emergence of a new continent could reshape
geopolitical dynamics, as new trade routes
and resource opportunities emerge.
The scientific community is closely moni-

toring the East African Rift to better under-
stand its progression and impacts. Advances
in satellite imagery, GPS, and seismic moni-
toring have allowed researchers to track the
movement of tectonic plates with unprece-
dented precision. These technologies have re-
vealed that the rift is not only widening but
also sinking, creating depressions that will
eventually form the ocean floor. Studies of
similar rift systems, such as the Red Sea,
which began forming millions of years ago as
a result of tectonic divergence, provide valu-
able insights into what the future holds for
East Africa.
While the full formation of the sixth ocean

is a distant prospect, its early stages are a re-
minder of the Earth’s dynamic nature. The
planet is not a static entity but a living system,
constantly reshaped by the forces of plate tec-
tonics, volcanism, and erosion. The East
African Rift is a window into this process, of-
fering scientists and the public a chance to
witness the birth of a new ocean in real time.
For the people of East Africa, the challenge
will be to adapt to the changes already under-
way, from increased seismic activity to shift-
ing landscapes. International support,
including investment in research, infrastruc-
ture, and disaster preparedness, will be crucial
to help the region navigate this transforma-
tion.
The creation of a new ocean is a humbling

reminder of humanity’s place in the grand
sweep of geological time. While the process
will unfold over millions of years, its impacts
are already shaping the lives of millions in
East Africa. From the loss of land to the cre-
ation of new economic opportunities, the ef-
fects of this transformation will ripple across
the continent and the world. As we continue
to study and prepare for these changes, the
East African Rift stands as a testament to the
Earth’s enduring capacity to reshape itself,
challenging us to adapt to a planet that is al-
ways in motion.

The Earth is burning
but are we listening?

By: Zahwa

In India, Summers and hot temperatures set
new records every year, and in every up-
coming year, they break their own records.

If we talk of Rajasthan, last year in Barmer, the
temperature was 46.4°C, and this temperature
left everyone astonished when in Churu (an-
other district in Rajasthan), the temperature
rose to 50.5°C.
Due to this scorching heat,

last year till June, there were
more than 200 deaths, and
40000 others suffered heat
stroke and were admitted to
Hospitals. If we talk about real
cases, these were the cases
which were recorded, which
means the count is even higher.
Clearly, our cities have be-

come burning furnaces, and this
heat is not limited to cities only.
Now the villages have also be-
come hot. It is a pressing issue
that no one wants to talk about
or find solutions for. Scientists
say that due to climate change,
these extreme heat events have
increased 45 times. There was a
time when people used to go to
hill stations and mountains to
escape from the scorching heat.
Shimla, Manali, Nainital, etc. used to be the
summer escapes for the people earlier, but
today those same mountains are burning. A
massive fire in the mountains of Kullu was
recorded.
Forest Fire incidents have rapidly increased

in mountainous areas like Himachal Pradesh,
Kashmir, etc. Due to this scorching summer
heat, the cases of Forest Fires are very obvious.
Not only is it a threat to the people living there,
but these burning forests also release a lot of
Carbon Dioxide into the air, which makes the
environment hotter. We saw the worst case of
it this year itself in January in a burning city in
the US, Los Angeles. These were just some ex-
amples and ills of this increasing heat. 
As I mentioned, the mountains have become

warmer than usual over the past few years.
These are the places where there was no con-
cept of Air Conditioners a few years back, but
now people are installing ACs to cool the place.
Not only this, the valleys of Kashmir, which are
no less than Switzerland, are also facing the
wrath of this increasing heat. The snowfall is
decreasing, and slowly the glaciers are also
melting. And since the snowfall is not occur-
ring, the natural sources of water like lakes,
streams and rivers are also drying up.
Who doesn’t know Dal Lake? The water

level of such an iconic water body is declining.
The water crisis is not just the story of Ra-
jasthan; it has become an issue all over India.
These were just the conditions of the moun-
tains, so for most of the people living in cities,
the conditions of cities are bound to deteriorate.
And recently, a huge 400-acre forest with many
species of animals was cut down in Hyderabad
just to make an IT Park. And due to these heat
wave incidents, the ones who most suffer are
the construction workers, street vendors, farm-
ers, and traffic police who have to do their
work by facing these heat waves all the time.
If we talk of the future, then climate scien-

tists are giving a clear-cut warning that Indian
Summers are going to become even more se-
vere in the times to come. By the mid-21st cen-

tury, the frequency of these heat waves may in-
crease four to seven times, and by the end of
the century, the frequency of these heat waves
will increase 10 times. Now, life-threatening
situations will develop here, and in these situ-
ations, it is very important to understand the
concept of “Wet bulb Temperature”.
So the normal temperature just tells us how

hot the air is. But wet bulb temperature tells us
how hot the air is. And how moist the air is.

That means both humidity and heat are meas-
ured together. And the wet bulb temperature is
even scarier. Even if the temperature is low, our
body will not be able to bear this temperature.
And the core temperature of our body will in-
crease. This excess heat will not pass on, and
this could result in us suffering from Heat
strokes, and even could result in death. In fu-
ture, many places in India will experience wet-
bulb temperatures. 
As the country’s youth, we should be respon-

sible citizens and think of solutions for these
problems. Countries like Singapore are con-
verting themselves into natural wonders. Plant-
ing trees along with buildings, creating gardens
on rooftops, and creating green corridors across
the city is Mandatory.
This works as a natural AC. In fact, the build-

ing policies there are such that if the construc-
tion of the building has any impact on nature
or reduces greenery, then the builder has to
grow the same amount of greenery on the roof
or the walls of the buildings. In India, we can
also do these things. We need to focus on three
things to tackle this problem. The first step that
we all must immediately understand is that
every tree is important. Trees, Parks, Green
Belts – all these are not just for decorations.
These are lifesavers. Plant trees wherever you
find space.
The government should take initiatives to

plant trees along the highways for not only
shade and climate, but also to act as a Sound
Absorber. Society should take initiatives to en-
sure that in front of each home, or near the
house, there are mandatory trees. Lakes, Rivers
and Ponds should also be saved. This will not
let the wet-bulb temperature rise. Government
officials and even commentators should take
the initiative to ensure that these builders do
not clear any green areas. Change cannot hap-
pen in a day or two. It takes place slowly and
gradually. And for this, “Not only should the
government take initiatives, but the citizens are
equally responsible for making a change.”
(Courtesy: Youth ki Awaaz)

Northeast India’s unexplored 
potential in eco-tourism

By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

Northeast India is one of the most en-
chanting yet underexplored regions
of the country, known for its stun-

ning natural landscapes, rich biodiversity,
and vibrant cultural heritage. Comprising
eight states—Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Tripura, and Sikkim—the region is blessed
with an extraordinary variety of flora, fauna,
rivers, hills, and forests. Despite these abun-
dant natural assets, Northeast India remains
relatively untouched in the mainstream
tourism narrative, especially in the domain
of eco-tourism. The immense potential of
the region in promoting sustainable tourism
has yet to be fully recognized and har-
nessed. With growing awareness about en-
vironmental preservation and responsible
travel, eco-tourism offers a promising path-
way for economic growth, cultural preser-
vation, and ecological sustainability in
Northeast India.
Eco-tourism, which revolves around vis-

iting natural areas with minimal environ-
mental impact and promoting the
well-being of local communities, fits per-
fectly with the ethos of the Northeast. The
region’s landscapes are still pristine, often
untouched by the rapid urbanization seen
elsewhere. This ecological richness is
matched by its cultural diversity; the North-
east is home to over 200 indigenous com-
munities, each with unique traditions,
languages, and ways of life deeply con-
nected to the natural environment. The sym-
biotic relationship between people and
nature here creates a fertile ground for eco-
tourism initiatives that respect and preserve
both cultural and environmental heritage.
One of the most remarkable aspects of

Northeast India is its biodiversity. It hosts
several national parks and wildlife sanctu-
aries, many of which are recognized glob-
ally for their unique ecosystems. Kaziranga
National Park in Assam, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, shelters the world’s largest
population of the endangered one-horned
rhinoceros. Similarly, the Manas National
Park, also in Assam, is renowned for its rare
and endangered wildlife species, including
the Bengal tiger and golden langur.
Arunachal Pradesh boasts the Namdapha
National Park, one of the largest protected
areas in India, home to diverse species such
as clouded leopards and red pandas. Megha-
laya’s dense forests, Meghalaya caves, and

living root bridges offer unique ecological
attractions. These natural wonders are ideal
for eco-tourism activities like wildlife sa-
faris, bird watching, trekking, nature pho-
tography, and environmental education.
Despite such potential, Northeast India’s

eco-tourism sector remains largely under-
developed due to several challenges. Infra-
structure inadequacy is a major hurdle, with
poor road connectivity, limited air travel op-
tions, and scarce accommodation facilities
deterring potential tourists. The hilly and
difficult terrain, while contributing to the re-
gion’s charm, also makes infrastructural de-
velopment more complex and expensive.
Many areas are still remote and hard to
reach, especially during the monsoon sea-
son, which sees heavy rainfall and occa-
sional landslides. Moreover, lack of proper
marketing and promotion means that many
travelers, both domestic and international,
remain unaware of the region’s eco-tourism
possibilities.
Another significant challenge is the need

for sustainable and community-centric

tourism models. Eco-tourism must not be-
come a source of environmental degrada-
tion or cultural disruption. Northeast India’s
indigenous communities have traditionally
lived in harmony with nature, relying on
sustainable practices that have preserved
their environment for generations. How-
ever, unregulated tourism can disrupt this
balance, leading to pollution, habitat loss,
and cultural commodification. Therefore,
any eco-tourism initiative must actively in-
volve local communities, empowering them
as custodians and beneficiaries of tourism
development. Training locals as guides, pro-
moting homestays, and encouraging the sale
of local handicrafts and produce can ensure
that tourism revenue stays within commu-
nities and incentivizes conservation.
Government efforts to promote tourism in

the Northeast have increased in recent
years. Various schemes focus on improving
connectivity, building infrastructure, and
promoting the region’s unique cultural fes-
tivals and natural attractions. The Ministry
of Tourism’s “Incredible India” campaign
has featured Northeast destinations, draw-
ing some attention to the area. State govern-
ments have also been proactive in
organizing cultural festivals and developing
eco-tourism circuits. For example, Naga-
land’s Hornbill Festival has become a sig-
nificant tourist draw, showcasing the culture
of Naga tribes amidst the scenic hills.

Arunachal Pradesh has begun promoting
border tourism, emphasizing the region’s
picturesque landscapes and rich biodiver-
sity. Despite these initiatives, a more inte-
grated approach involving local stakeholders,
environmental experts, and tourism profes-
sionals is necessary to realize the full potential
of eco-tourism in the region.
The environmental sensitivity of the

Northeast demands that eco-tourism devel-
opment is aligned with sustainability prin-
ciples. Conservation of biodiversity,
protection of endangered species, waste
management, and regulation of visitor num-
bers are crucial aspects to consider. Ecolog-
ical impact assessments and continuous
monitoring should accompany tourism proj-
ects to ensure they do not harm fragile
ecosystems. Promoting responsible behav-
ior among tourists, such as “leave no trace”
ethics, can help preserve natural sites. Ad-
ditionally, educating tourists about the cul-
tural significance and ecological importance
of the destinations they visit can deepen ap-
preciation and foster respect.
The economic benefits of eco-tourism in

Northeast India can be transformative for
local populations. Many parts of the region
suffer from limited industrial development
and lack of job opportunities, leading to mi-
gration to urban centers. Sustainable
tourism can create livelihood opportunities
within rural and tribal areas, reducing this
outward migration. Small-scale enterprises,
including guided tours, handicrafts, local
cuisine, and eco-lodges, can thrive under
eco-tourism, contributing to the socio-eco-
nomic upliftment of communities. More-
over, tourism revenue can fund community
welfare projects, education, and healthcare
services, improving overall quality of life.
Digital technology and social media offer

new avenues to promote Northeast India’s
eco-tourism potential. Virtual tours, interac-
tive travel platforms, and online booking
systems can make it easier for tourists to
discover and plan visits to the region. Doc-
umentaries, blogs, and social media influ-
encers showcasing the region’s natural
beauty and cultural richness can attract a
global audience. Local entrepreneurs and
tourism operators can leverage these tools
to reach niche markets interested in nature-
based and cultural tourism.
In conclusion, Northeast India stands at a

critical juncture where its unexplored eco-
tourism potential can be harnessed for sus-
tainable growth. The region’s natural wealth,
combined with its rich cultural heritage, pro-
vides a unique canvas for eco-tourism that
benefits both nature and people. Overcoming
infrastructural challenges, fostering commu-
nity participation, ensuring environmental
protection, and adopting modern marketing
strategies are essential steps in this journey.
With concerted efforts from government,
local communities, and private stakeholders,
Northeast India can emerge as a premier eco-
tourism destination, contributing significantly
to the region’s economic development and
environmental conservation. This not only
enriches the lives of local people but also of-
fers travelers an authentic and meaningful
connection with nature and culture, helping
preserve the pristine beauty and traditions of
this extraordinary region for generations to
come. (The author can be reached at hi-
mangshur1989@gmail.com or 9954812261,
9864000260)
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82 killed in Israeli strikes in Gaza as desperately
needed aid fails to reach Palestinians

DEIR AL-BALAH (Gaza Strip)
May 21: Israeli strikes continued
to pound the Gaza Strip Wednes-
day, despite a surge in international
anger at Israel’s widening offen-
sive, killing at least 82 people, in-
cluding several women and a
week-old infant, according to the
Gaza Health Ministry and area
hospitals.
Israel began allowing dozens of

humanitarian trucks into Gaza on
Tuesday, but the aid has not yet
reached Palestinians in desperate
need. Jens Laerke, the spokesper-
son for the UN’s humanitarian
agency, said no trucks were picked
up from the Gaza side of Kerem
Shalom, the Israeli border crossing
with southern Gaza.
UN spokesperson Stéphane Du-

jarric said Tuesday evening that al-
though the aid had entered Gaza,
aid workers were not able to bring
it to distribution points, after the Is-
raeli military forced them to reload
the supplies onto separate trucks
and workers ran out of time.
The Israeli defence body that

oversees humanitarian aid to Gaza
said trucks were entering Gaza on
Wednesday morning, but it was
unclear if that aid would be able to
continue deeper into Gaza for dis-
tribution. The UN agency for
Palestinian refugees, UNRWA,
said its staff had waited several

hours to collect aid from the border
crossing in order to begin distribu-
tion but were unable to do so on
Tuesday.
A few dozen Israeli activists op-

posed to Israel’s decision to allow
aid into Gaza while Hamas still
holds Israeli hostages attempted to
block the trucks carrying the aid on
Wednesday morning, but were
kept back by Israeli police.

Diplomats come under fire in
Jenin
A group of diplomats came

under fire while visiting Jenin, a
city in the Israel-occupied West
Bank, according to the Palestinian
Authority. The diplomats were on
official mission to observe the hu-

manitarian situation in Jenin when
shots rang out. The Israeli military
did not immediately comment on
the shooting.
An aid worker, who did not want

to be named for fear of reprisal,
said a delegation of about 20 diplo-
mats was being briefed about the
situation in Jenin by the Palestinian
Authority. The group of regional,
European and Western diplomats
were standing near the entrance of
the Jenin refugee camp when they
heard gunshots just before 2 pm,
though it was unclear where the
shots came from, she said. No one
was injured, she added.
Footage shows a number of

diplomats giving media interviews

as rapid shots ring out close to the
group, forcing them to run for
cover. Jenin has been the site of Is-
rael’s widespread crackdown
against West Bank militants since
earlier this year.
On Jan 21 — just two days after

its ceasefire deal with Hamas in
Gaza — Israeli forces descended
on Jenin as they have dozens of
times since Hamas’ Oct 7, 2023,
attack on Israel. The fighting dis-
placed tens of thousands of Pales-
tinians, one of the largest West
Bank displacements in years.

International pressure in-
creases against Israel
On Tuesday, the United King-

dom. suspended free trade talks
with Israel over its intensifying as-
sault, a step that came a day after
the UK, Canada and France prom-
ised concrete steps to prompt Israel
to halt the war. Separately, Euro-
pean Union foreign policy chief
Kaja Kallas said the bloc was re-
viewing an EU pact governing
trade ties with Israel over its con-
duct of the war in Gaza.
Israel says it is prepared to stop

the war once all the hostages taken
by Hamas return home and Hamas
is defeated, or is exiled and dis-
armed. Hamas says it is prepared
to release the hostages in exchange
for a full Israeli withdrawal from
the territory and an end to the war.

It rejects demands for exile and
disarmament.

Negotiations stalled as Israeli
operation widens
Israel called back its senior ne-

gotiating team from ceasefire talks
in the Qatari capital of Doha on
Tuesday, saying it would leave
lower-level officials in place in-
stead. Qatari leaders, who are me-
diating negotiations, said there was
a large gap between the two sides
that they had been unable to
bridge.
Meanwhile, Israeli strikes con-

tinued across Gaza. In the southern
city of Khan Younis, where Israel
recently ordered new evacuations
pending an expected expanded of-
fensive, 24 people were killed, 14
of them from the same family. A
week-old infant was killed in cen-
tral Gaza. The Israeli military did
not immediately comment on the
strikes, but has said it is targeting
Hamas infrastructure and ac-
cused Hamas militants of operat-
ing from civilian areas.
Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas on Wednesday urged world
leaders to take immediate action to
end Israel’s siege on Gaza, issuing
the appeal in a written statement
during a visit to Beirut, where he is
expected to discuss the disarma-
ment of Palestinian factions in
Lebanon’s refugee camps. (AP)

UNITED NATIONS, May 21: India
told the UN Security Council that it
views maritime security and countering
terrorism as central to its national secu-
rity and economic interests as it contin-
ues to evolve its strategy in response to
new threats and geopolitical shifts in the
Indo-Pacific region.
“India, having a long coastline, exten-

sive seafarer community, and capable
maritime forces, is actively pursuing its
role as a responsible maritime power to
safeguard its interests and address emerg-
ing threats,” India’s Permanent Represen-
tative to the UN Ambassador
Parvathaneni Harish said Tuesday.
He was addressing the UNSC high-

level open debate on ‘Maintenance of in-
ternational peace and security:
Strengthening Maritime Security through
International Cooperation for Global Sta-
bility’ presided over by Greek Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis under
Greece’s Presidency of the Council for
the month of May.
“India views maritime security and

countering terrorism as central to its na-
tional security and economic interests. Its
approach balances robust defence capa-
bilities, regional diplomacy, international
cooperation and domestic infrastructure

development. It continues to evolve its
strategy in response to new threats and
geopolitical shifts in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion,” Harish said. India underlined that
maritime security is a cornerstone of eco-
nomic growth as critical trade routes, en-
ergy supplies, and geopolitical interests
are tied to the oceans.
Harish said that India’s maritime secu-

rity strategy is broad and multifaceted,
addressing both traditional threats from
state actors and non-traditional threats
from piracy, contraband smuggling, ille-
gal human migration, unreported and un-
regulated fishing, maritime incidents,
hybrid threats and maritime terrorism.
He further said that India is committed

to promoting a free, open and rules-based

maritime order in accordance with the
principles of the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
Furthering this objective, India is un-

dertaking capacity-building efforts to
tackle contemporary security challenges
and strengthen maritime combat, strat-
egy, and governance, he said.
UN Secretary General Antonio Guter-

res, addressing the high-level debate, said
the discussion underscores that the basic
condition to preserve maritime security
is the respect by all countries of the UN
Charter and international law as reflected
in UNCLOS.
Guterres said that over the years, the

Security Council has sought to address a
range of threats that undermine maritime
security and global peace - from piracy,
armed robbery, trafficking and organised
crime to destructive acts against ship-
ping, offshore installations and critical in-
frastructure and terrorism in the maritime
domain. These, he said, pose significant
threats to international security, global
trade and economic stability. Voicing
concern that no region is spared, Guterres
said the problem is getting worse. He said
that after a modest global decrease in re-
ported piracy and armed robbery inci-
dents in 2024, the first quarter of 2025

saw a sharp upward reversal.
According to the International Mar-

itime Organisation, reported incidents
rose by nearly half, 47.5 per cent, com-
pared to the same period in 2024. Guter-
res noted that incidents in Asia nearly
doubled, especially in the Straits of
Malacca and Singapore.
In the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, at-

tacks by the Houthis on commercial ves-
sels have disrupted global trade and in-
creased tensions in an already volatile
region. The Gulf of Aden and the
Mediterranean Sea “remain treacherously
active routes” for migrant smuggling and
the trafficking of weapons and human be-
ings. Heroin from Afghanistan continues
to reach East Africa through the Indian

Ocean. Cocaine moves through the
coasts of the Western Hemisphere and
across the Atlantic Ocean to West Africa
and European ports. “Cyber-attacks are a
fast-emerging security threat for ports and
shipping companies. Facing these and other
threats, the world’s maritime routes and the
people depending on them are sending a
clear SOS,” Guterres said. (PTI)

At UN, India calls maritime, anti-terror strategy vital to national security amid Indo-Pacific shifts

ISLAMABAD/KARACHI,
May 21: At least five people, in-
cluding three children, were killed
and several others injured in a sui-
cide attack on a school bus in Pak-
istan’s restive Balochistan
province on Wednesday.
The incident occurred in the

Khuzdar district when a bus carry-
ing schoolchildren was targeted,
the army said in a statement.
Calling it a “cowardly” and

“ghastly” attack, the army said
three children and two adults were
killed and multiple other children
sustained injuries.
In a statement on X, the Interior

Ministry said the blast was al-
legedly carried out through a vehi-
cle-borne improvised explosive
device (VBIED), The Express
Tribune newspaper reported.
Khuzdar Deputy Commissioner

Yasir said that 38 people were in-
jured in the blast, which occurred
near the Zero Point area, the Dawn
newspaper reported.
After the attack, law enforce-

ment agency personnel reached the
site to collect evidence for an in-
vestigation, Yasir said, adding that
preliminary findings indicated that
the attack was a suicide blast.
The bodies and those injured

were taken to the Combined Mili-
tary Hospital, from where those
with serious injuries will be re-
ferred to medical facilities in
Quetta and Karachi, he said.
Initial reports indicated that four

children were killed in the blast.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

condemned the attack and ex-
pressed deep sorrow over the
killing of innocent children and
their teachers, Geo News reported.

He also instructed authorities to
identify the perpetrators and bring
them to justice.
President Asif Ali Zardari also

strongly condemned the attack as a
human rights violation and ex-
tended condolences to the families
of the victims.
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi

also strongly condemned the ex-
plosion and said, “The beasts who
target innocent children do not de-
serve any leniency.”
No group has claimed responsi-

bility for the attack yet.
Balochistan, bordering Iran and

Afghanistan, is home to a long-
running violent insurgency. Baloch
insurgent groups have previously
carried out several attacks target-
ing CPEC (China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor) projects.
The province has been facing

unrest for about two decades due
to allegations by the local ethnic
Baloch groups and parties that the
federal government was exploiting
its mineral wealth.
Following the attack, provincial

Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti
vowed to not only expose every
terrorist operating in the province,
but also  eradicate them com-
pletely , the report said.
In a statement, Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur also condemned
the attack.
“Targeting innocent children is

an extremely shameful and cow-
ardly act,” said Gandapur.  We
stand in complete solidarity with
the grieving families, and no
words of condemnation are
enough for such a horrific inci-
dent,” he added. (PTI)

Suicide blast on school bus
kills 5, including 3 children,

in Pak’s Balochistan

LONDON, May 21: Inflation in
the UK spiked to its highest level
for more than a year in April amid
a raft of higher domestic bills, such
as energy and water, official fig-
ures showed Wednesday.
The Office for National Statis-

tics said that its key measure of in-
flation, as measured by the
consumer prices index, rose by 3.5
per cent in the year to April, up
from 2.6 per cent in March.
April’s rate was the highest since

January 2024 and above expecta-
tions for a more modest increase to
3.3 per cent.
The scale of the rise was also the

largest since October 2022, at the
height of the energy crisis in the
wake of Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine.
Economists had anticipated a

sizeable increase as April saw
hefty annual price rises for an array
of household bills, as well as the
impact of higher taxes on busi-
nesses and a sizeable increase in
the minimum wage.
Inflation is widely expected to

stay above 3 per cent for the rest of
the year, which could rein in ex-
pectations of further interest rate
reductions from the Bank of Eng-
land, whose target for inflation is 2
per cent. On Tuesday, the bank’s
chief economist, Huw Pill, said
that borrowing rates have been cut
too quickly, in a sign that he’s con-
cerned about underlying inflation
pressures.
Since it started cutting borrow-

ing costs last August from the 16-
year high of 5.25 per cent, the bank
has proceeded on a gradual basis
by lowering its main interest rate
by a quarter of a percentage point
every three months. Earlier this
month, it reduced it to 4.25 per
cent.
Following the latest inflation

update, Rob Wood, chief UK
economist at Pantheon Macro-
economics, said that cuts on a
precise quarterly schedule  are
far from certain. (AP)

UK inflation rises to
its highest in over

year after domestic
bills spike LONDON, May 21: Writer, activist and

lawyer Banu Mushtaq’s short story collection
‘Heart Lamp’ (Hridaya Deepa) has become the
first Kannada title to win the coveted Interna-
tional Booker Prize in London.
Mushtaq described her win as a victory for

diversity as she collected the prize on Tuesday
night at a ceremony at Tate Modern in London
along with her translator Deepa Bhasthi, who
translated the title from Kannada to English.
The winning collection of 12 short stories

chronicles the resilience, resistance, wit, and
sisterhood of everyday women in patriarchal
communities in southern India, vividly brought
to life through a rich tradition of oral story-
telling. “This book was born from the belief that
no story is ever small, that in the tapestry of
human experience every thread holds the
weight of the whole,” said Mushtaq.
“In a world that often tries to divide us, liter-

ature remains one of the lost sacred spaces
where we can live inside each other’s minds, if

only for a few pages,” she said. Translator
Bhashti added: “What a beautiful win this is for
my beautiful language.” Lauding Mushtaq’s
achievement, Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah said she has raised the flag of Kan-
nada’s greatness at the international level.
“Heartiest congratulations to the proud Kan-

nada writer Banu Mushtaq for winning the In-
ternational Booker Prize for Literature. This is
a time to celebrate Kannada, Kannadigas and
Karnataka,” Siddaramaiah posted on ‘X’.
“I wish she would continue to write meaning-

fully for many more years and spread the vibe
of Kannada to the world,” Siddaramaiah said.
“On behalf of all Kannadigas, I would also

like to congratulate the talented author Deepa
Bhasti, who has translated her Booker Prize-
winning work ‘Hridaya Deepa’ into English,”
he added. While the Booker Prize is the leading
literary award in the English-speaking world,
the International Booker Prize is awarded an-
nually for a single book, translated into English

and published in the UK or Ireland.
The tales in ‘Heart Lamp’,  the first collection

of short stories to win the prize, were written by
Mushtaq over a period of over 30 years, from
1990 to 2023. They were selected and curated
by Bhasthi, who was keen to preserve the mul-
tilingual nature of southern India. When the
characters use Urdu or Arabic words in conver-
sation, these are left in the original, reproducing
the unique rhythms of spoken language.
Max Porter, International Booker Prize 2025

Chair of judges, described the winning title as
something genuinely new for English readers.
“A radical translation which ruffles language,

to create new textures in a plurality of Eng-
lishes. It challenges and expands our under-
standing of translation,” he said.
“This was the book the judges really loved,

right from our first reading. It’s been a joy to
listen to the evolving appreciation of these
stories from the different perspectives of the
jury.” (PTI)

Banu Mushtaq wins International Booker Prize
for Kannada short story collection ‘Heart Lamp’

MOSCOW, May 21: President
Vladimir Putin visited Russia’s
Kursk region for the first time
since Moscow claimed that it
drove Ukrainian forces out of the
area last month, the Kremlin said
Wednesday. Putin visited the re-
gion bordering Ukraine the previ-
ous day, according to the Kremlin.
Ukrainian forces made a sur-

prise incursion into Kursk in Au-
gust 2024 in one of their biggest
battlefield successes in the more
than three-year war. The incursion
was the first time Russian territory
was occupied by an invader since
World War II and dealt a humiliat-
ing blow to the Kremlin. Since the
end of 2023, Russia has mostly
had the advantage on the battlefield,
with the exception of Kursk.
Ukraine, the US and South Korea
said that North Korea sent up to
12,000 troops to help the Russian
army take back control of Kursk,
and Russia said on April 26 that its
forces had pushed out the Ukrainian
army. Kyiv officials denied the
claim. Putin’s unannounced visit
appeared to be an effort to show

Russia is in control of the conflict
even though its full-scale invasion
of its neighbour has been slow and
costly in terms of casualties and
equipment   amid recent US and
European proposals for a ceasefire
that Putin has effectively rejected.
Video broadcast by Russian

state media showed that Putin vis-
ited Kursk Nuclear Power Plant-2,
which is still under construction,
and met with selected volunteers
behind closed doors. Many of the
volunteers wore clothes embla-
zoned with the Russian flag and
the Latin letters  Z  and  V , which
are symbols of Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine. What you are doing
now during this difficult situation
for this region, for this area, and
for the country, will remain with
you for the rest of your life as, per-
haps, the most meaningful thing
with which you were ever in-
volved,  Putin said as he drank tea
with the volunteers.
Ukraine’s surprise thrust into

Kursk and its ability to hold land
there was a logistical feat, carried
out in secrecy, that countered

months of gloomy news from the
front about Ukrainian forces being
pushed backward by the bigger
Russian army. Kyiv’s strategy aimed
to show that Russia has weaknesses
and that the war isn’t lost. It also
sought to distract Russian forces
from their onslaught in the eastern
Donetsk region of Ukraine.
The move was fraught with risk.

Analysts noted that it could back-
fire and open a door for Russian
advances in Ukraine by further
stretching Ukrainian forces that are
short-handed along the roughly
1,000-kilometre front line. The in-
cursion didn’t significantly change
the dynamics of the war. Putin told
acting Kursk Gov. Alexander
Khinshtein that the Kremlin sup-
ported the idea of continuing
monthly payments to displaced
families that still couldn’t return to
their homes. Putin said that he
would back a proposal to build a
museum in the region to celebrate
what acting Gov. Alexander Khin-
shtein described as  the heroism of
our defenders and the heroism of
the region’s residents. (AP)

BEIJING/ISLAMABAD, May 21: The China-Pak-
istan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is set to be expanded
to Afghanistan with the foreign ministers of the three
countries agreeing on it as part of broader efforts to
boost “trilateral” cooperation.
The announcement on expansion of CPEC was

made following a meeting among Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, his Pakistani counterpart Ishaq
Dar and Afghanistan’s Acting Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi in Beijing, according to a Pak-
istani readout.
India has been severely critical of the CPEC as it

passes through Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir. New
Delhi is also opposed to China’s Belt and Road initia-
tive as the project includes the CPEC.
The trilateral meeting took place days after the in-

terim Taliban government recently warmed up to
India. The meeting between the foreign ministers of
the three countries was held also in the backdrop of
Islamabad’s persistent criticism of the interim Taliban
government for failing to crackdown on militant
groups operating from Afghan soil waging a war
against Pakistan.
The Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao

Ning in her media briefing in Beijing termed as “un-
official” the meeting between Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi, Pakistan’s Deputy Prime
Minister/Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, and Acting For-
eign Minister of Afghanistan Amir Khan Muttaqi.
The three countries for a long time had a trilateral

foreign ministers’ mechanism which has not been con-
vened for some time amid growing differences be-
tween Islamabad and Kabul over forcible repatriation
of thousands of Afghan refugees by Pakistan.
A Chinese Foreign Ministry press release on the tri-

lateral meeting quoted Wang as saying that China sup-
ports Afghanistan and Pakistan in safeguarding their
sovereignty, security and national dignity.
The three sides should deepen cooperation in jointly

building the Belt and Road Initiative, promote the ex-
tension of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) to Afghanistan, and strengthen the construc-
tion of regional interconnection networks, it said.
The three countries should oppose all forms of ter-

rorism, carry out law enforcement and security coop-
eration, work together to combat terrorist forces of
mutual concern, and be vigilant against external forces
interfering in the internal affairs of countries in the re-
gion, the press release said.
The trilateral meeting was held on the concluding

day of Dar’s three day visit to Beijing, the first high-
level interaction after India launched Operation Sin-
door targetting terror sites in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) on May 7 in re-
sponse to the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack that
killed 26 people.
“Pakistan, China, and Afghanistan stand together

for regional peace, stability, and development,” Dar
said in a post on X after the meeting and shared a
photo of the three leaders together. (AP)

China, Pak, Afghanistan meet in
Beijing, decide to expand CPEC

Putin visited Russia’s Kursk region for first time
since Moscow said it drove out Ukrainian forces
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Tawang unites in patriotic fervor with Grand
Tiranga Yatra to honour Indian Armed Forces

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, May 21: In a stirring display of
patriotism and unity, the people of Tawang
came together today to participate in a grand
Tiranga Yatra, marching from the iconic
Giant Buddha statue to the revered Tawang
War Memorial. The event drew thousands of
participants, including monks and nuns, stu-
dents, NCC cadets, and members of various
political parties, all united in their support for
the Indian Armed Forces and national secu-

rity agencies.
The yatra was led by the NCC cadets of

Higher Secondary School, Jang, whose im-
pressive band performance set the tone for
the march. The patriotic procession culmi-
nated in a powerful gathering at the Tawang
War Memorial, where the spirit of national
pride soared through cultural performances
and tributes to the armed forces.
A patriotic dance by the students of Man-

jushree Vidyapeeth moved the crowd, fol-

lowed by soul-stirring musical performances
by singers Vishal and Rinchin Zomba.
Addressing the emotionally charged

gathering, MLA Namgey Tsering ex-
pressed profound gratitude to the Indian
Armed Forces and border security person-
nel for their unwavering commitment and
sacrifice in the defense of the nation. He
paid homage to the martyrs of the recent
Pahalgam terrorist attack and lauded the
firm and decisive response by the Indian
military under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Tsering also acknowledged the support of

the monastic community, extending special
thanks to Dhobley Rinpoche, the Abbot of
Sera Je Jamyang Choekorling Monastery,
along with monks and nuns from surround-
ing monasteries and nunneries.
“The civil-military harmony in Tawang is

not only remarkable but also a model for the
nation. This unique bonhomie must be cher-
ished and strengthened,” said MLA Tsering.
He emphasized that the Tiranga Yatra was

more than symbolic—it was a manifestation
of Tawang’s deep emotional bond with the
nation’s brave soldiers. He also commended
all political parties for setting aside differ-
ences and uniting in the interest of the coun-
try.
In a gesture of honor and respect, MLA

Tsering felicitated the Brigade Commander
and Commanding Officers of the Indian
Army and paramilitary forces, presenting
them with traditional swords draped with
khada (ceremonial scarves).
The Tiranga Yatra in Tawang stood as a

powerful testament to the unity, patriotism,
and enduring support of the people of
Tawang towards the Indian Armed Forces.

DC, ICR unveils 3-Day / 2-Night thematic
tourism itinerary to enrich visitor experience

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, May 21: In a significant move
to elevate the tourism appeal of the Itana-
gar Capital Region (ICR), Deputy Com-
missioner Sh. Talo Potom, IAS, officially
launched a 3-Day / 2-Night Thematic Itin-
erary under the theme “Adventure – Her-
itage – Nature – Cultural Experiences”.
Curated by Ms Rechi Lugnya Likha,

Tourism Officer, in close collaboration
with key tourism stakeholders of ICR, the
initiative is aimed at enhancing tourist en-
gagement, extending visitor stays, and
promoting the natural and cultural rich-
ness of the region through structured and
immersive experiences.
Itinerary Highlights:
Day 1 – Cultural Immersion:
Visitors begin their journey with a deep

dive into the tribal traditions of the region,
exploring vibrant local markets, experi-
encing indigenous handicrafts, tasting tra-
ditional cuisines, and enjoying cultural
performances that bring Arunachal’s di-
verse heritage to life.
Day 2 – Adventure & Nature:
Adrenaline meets tranquility with

paragliding at Tago, followed by a peace-
ful village walk and an insightful heritage
exploration at Gyekar Sinyi (Ganga

Lake). This day blends outdoor thrills
with serene nature-based activities.
Day 3 – Heritage Trail, Jungle Safari

& Scenic Drive:
The final day begins with a sunrise trek

and forestry trail at Daria Hill Station,
complemented by birdwatching and but-
terfly walks amidst the serene hillscape.
The journey concludes with a scenic drive
and riverside dining in the picturesque
Sopo area, providing a calming and re-
flective end to the adventure.
A Vision for Sustainable and Inclu-

sive Tourism
Speaking at the launch event, DC Talo

Potom emphasized that the itinerary is
part of a broader strategy to position ICR

as a vibrant, sustainable tourism hub,
while also generating livelihood opportu-
nities for local communities.
“This curated experience reflects our

commitment to sustainable and inclusive
tourism development. It aligns with
Arunachal Pradesh’s larger vision of pro-
moting experience-driven tourism while
empowering local communities,” said DC
Potom.
The itinerary serves as a model for des-

tination management, promoting collabo-
rative planning between the government
and local tourism stakeholders, and rein-
forcing the Capital Region’s growing ap-
peal as a must-visit destination in
Northeast India.

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, May 21: A group of
unemployed youths, led by social
activist Pitam Jomoh, have alleged
large-scale irregularities in con-
tractual appointments at the Centre
for Earth Science and Himalayan
Studies (CESHS) under the De-
partment of Science and Technol-
ogy, Government of Arunachal
Pradesh. The group is demanding
an independent inquiry and appro-
priate action.
Addressing the press at the

Arunachal Press Club, Jomoh
claimed that 34 individuals were
appointed to various posts includ-
ing Group A, B, C, and D cate-
gories—such as Account Officer,
Technical Officer, Project Scien-
tist, Lower Division Clerk (LDC),
and Multi-Tasking Staff (MTS)—
without proper advertisement or
adherence to recruitment norms.
“These appointments were made

in 2022 under the current Director,
Tana Tage, without any public no-
tification in local newspapers.
Many of the appointees are report-
edly the Director’s close relatives,
which raises serious concerns
about nepotism and favoritism,”
alleged Jomoh.
He further added that all the ap-

pointees are drawing salaries from
the State Grants-in-Aid under the
Arunachal Pradesh State Council
for Science and Technology, and
that no transparent recruitment
process was followed.
In response, Jomoh said written

complaints have been submitted to
the Chief Minister and the Special
Investigation Cell (SIC), now
functioning as the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB), urging a compre-
hensive investigation into the mat-
ter.
“If the government fails to act

and uncover the truth behind these

illegal appointments, we will have
no choice but to launch a demo-
cratic movement and seek legal re-
dress,” warned Jomoh.
Director Responds to Allega-

tions
When contacted by phone, Di-

rector Tana Tage, who is currently
out of station on official duty, re-
sponded to the allegations:
“I was not immediately aware of

the latest developments, but I have
come across the reports on social
media. These are serious allega-
tions, and I will release an official
statement after consulting with the
Secretary of the Department of
Science and Technology,” said
Tage.
The controversy has sparked

significant public interest, with de-
mands for transparency, accounta-
bility, and fairness in government
recruitment gaining momentum
across the state.

Youths allege irregularities in contract 
appointments at Centre for Earth Science
and Himalayan Studies; demand inquiry

Yatra was led by the NCC cadets 
of Higher Secondary School

Namsai concludes week-long awareness
campaign on Solid Waste Bye-Laws

Candidates demand immediate deletion of
alleged fake voters in IMC Ward No-11

Itinerary is part of a broader strategy to position ICR as a vibrant, sustainable tourism hub
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HT Bureau
NAMSAI, May 21: A group of contesting
candidates from Ward No-11 of the Itanagar
Municipal Corporation (IMC) has raised se-
rious concerns over an alleged large-scale in-
clusion of ineligible voters in the ward’s
electoral roll. Addressing a press conference
at the Arunachal Press Club on Wednesday,
the candidates, led by former IMC
Councillor Gora Lotak, demanded
immediate deletion of suspicious
entries from the voters’ list.
Lotak, accompanied by four

other aspiring candidates from the
ward, stated that multiple petitions
and representations have been
submitted to the Municipal Elec-
toral Registration Officer
(MERO), the Capital Administra-
tion, and other concerned author-
ities. However, they claim that no
action has been taken so far, which raises
questions about administrative accountabil-
ity.
“It is alarming that Ward No-11 shows an

abnormal surge in the number of voters, many
of whom reportedly have no genuine connec-
tion with the ward,” said Lotak. “This could
lead to serious law and order issues and com-
promises the integrity of the democratic
process.”
According to preliminary verifications

cited by the candidates, many of the newly
enlisted voters do not reside within the ward’s
jurisdiction, nor do they possess valid resi-
dential addresses in the area. The group al-
leges that several of these entries were based

on questionable documentation such as elec-
tricity bills, water bills, PRCs, Aadhaar cards,
and non-existent household numbers.
“Such rampant fraudulent enrollment sets

a dangerous precedent. It undermines not
only the electoral process in our ward but may
also affect elections in other municipal wards
and panchayat constituencies across

Arunachal Pradesh,” Lotak warned.
A formal written complaint has already

been lodged with the MERO, urging an in-
quiry and swift action. The group has de-
manded the cancellation of all allegedly fake
enrollments and has asked the authorities to
verify documents submitted during voter reg-
istration.
The candidates have also issued a warning,

stating that if the grievances are not addressed
by the time the draft voter list is published,
they will be compelled to launch a democratic
agitation in protest.
“We want a free and fair election. This can-

not happen if the voters’ list itself is compro-
mised,” they concluded.

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, May 21: The week-long awareness programme on the
implementation of the Arunachal Pradesh Solid Waste (Management
& Handling) Bye-Laws 2023 concluded today at Gandhi Chowk,
Namsai Tinali, with enthusiastic participation from residents and
shop owners of 2nd Mile, Namsai Tinali, Old Bazaar, and Thana
Road areas.
The concluding event began with a welcome address by Er. Jum-

tum Potom, Assistant Engineer (UD), who emphasized the impor-
tance of segregating waste into dry and wet categories. He urged
citizens not to litter and warned that violators would be fined under
the newly implemented bye-laws. He informed that during door-to-
door garbage collection, the owner must personally hand over the
waste to sanitation workers. Waste found near shops or residences
will be considered the responsibility of the occupant, attracting penal-
ties as per law. Er. Potom also announced that a helpline/WhatsApp
number will soon be made available for citizens to report any sani-
tation-related issues or nuisances in their surroundings.
Addressing the gathering, CR Khampa, Deputy Commissioner-

cum-Chairman of DUDA, Namsai, urged residents to refrain from
dumping garbage into drains and roadsides, especially by travelers.
He encouraged people to store waste temporarily in their pockets or
bags and dispose of it in dustbins at home or at nearby shops.
Shri Khampa informed that Nuisance Detectors will be appointed

to monitor violations and ensure compliance with waste management
regulations. A nominal user fee will also be introduced to sustain
waste collection operations under the Bye-Laws 2023.
Highlighting the role of the Material Recovery Facility (MRF), he

stated that dry waste collected is processed through recycling tech-
niques such as can compression and plastic shredding. He reiterated
the importance of proper waste segregation at the source, which aids
in effective recycling and reuse.
The Deputy Commissioner further appealed to all citizens to plant

trees within their premises or in vacant areas to support the “Clean
and Green Namsai” initiative.
The awareness campaign, which began on May 15, witnessed the

active participation of all stakeholders from the identified colonies
and was supported by officers and staff of the Urban Development
Department.

Page 7 May 22_Normal Pages  21-05-2025  21:04  Page 1



8  THE HILLS TIMES NATION                                     THURSDAY, MAY 22, 20258

Cong leaders ‘belittling’ govt’s efforts
in race to gain popularity in Pak: BJP

Congratulations pour in for Banu Mushtaq
for winning International Booker Prize

Congress slams government over
gaps in MGNREGA implementation
NEW DELHI, May 21: The Congress on Wednesday
cited the findings of a new report on MGNREGA to
highlight crucial gaps in its implementation and attack
the government.
Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh, pointing

to the findings of the report by LibTech India, said only
seven percent of households get the promised 100 days
of work under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA).
Even as coverage of the scheme rises – perhaps due

to the ongoing economic slowdown pushing more fam-
ilies to seek MGNREGS employment – the average of
days employment per household has fallen between FY
2023-2024 and FY 2024-2025, he said in a statement.
Ramesh said due to the worsening economic down-

turn, the budget must make adequate financial provi-
sion to realise the vision under MGNREGA.
“MGNREGA wages cannot be set by the arbitrary

whims of the government. A Standing Committee must
be established to evaluate the need for changes in the
wage rate,” he said.
The LibTech report points out that employment fell

by 7.1 percent in 2024–25, despite an 8.6 percent rise
in registered households, under the scheme. It also
pointed out that average workdays dropped by 4.3 per-
cent, and 100-day completion households fell by 11.9
percent. Ramesh said the LibTech report documents
several crucial gaps in MGNREGA implementation.
“One of the earliest indications of Prime Minister

(Narendra) Modi’s uncaring attitude and shortsighted-
ness was his mockery of MGNREGA on the floor of
the Parliament in 2015,” he said.
“In the years since, especially during the COVID-19

pandemic, MGNREGA has conclusively demonstrated
its utility as one of the few social security interventions
that the government can execute. From a pre-pandemic
total of 6.16 crore households requesting work under
the scheme in 2019-20, the numbers jumped by nearly
33 percent to 8.55 crore in 2020-2021. For these crores

of families, MGNREGA was the only lifeline amidst
the chaos of the government’s unplanned lockdowns,”
Ramesh said.
He said the LibTech report reveals some concerning

data points about the state of the MGNREGA today.
“The MGNREGA budget - ̀ 86,000 crore for FY24-

25 – is widely considered inadequate. The People’s Ac-
tion for Employment Guarantee (PAEG) had
recommended a budget allocation of ` 2.64 lakh crore
for the MGNREGS for FY 2022-23 itself. The World
Bank recommends that at least 1.7 percent of the GDP
should be allocated to this programme – current allo-
cations are 0.26 percent of GDP as of 2024-25,” he said.
After many years of arbitrary deletion of MGNREGS

workers, sustained pressure from civil society and the
Opposition parties has finally forced the Modi Govern-
ment to reinstate deleted job cards, he pointed out.
“However, the pace of additions has to be kept up to

undo the damage wreaked upon beneficiaries over the
last several years,” he noted.
Ramesh said during the Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra,

MGNREGS workers from across the country raised
these issues at the Jan Sunwai held at Ranka in Jhark-
hand on February 14, 2024.
Eight months later, these issues continue to persist –

a government-created human, economic, and institu-
tional tragedy, he said.
“The Indian National Congress has consistently de-

manded several key changes to the Union Govern-
ment’s implementation of MGNREGA, and the
Parliamentary Standing Committee for Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayati Raj has echoed several of these,”
he said.
“MGNREGA was envisioned as a demand-driven

scheme, with workdays depending on the individuals
applying for work rather than government budgets. Es-
pecially given the worsening economic downturn, the
Budget must make adequate financial provision to re-
alise this vision,” Ramesh stressed. (PTI)

BENGALURU, May 21: Con-
gratulatory messages pour in for
writer Banu Mushtaq for winning
the International Booker Prize for
her Kannada short story collection,
with many describing it as a proud
moment for all Kannadigas and her
work has spread the vibrancy of
the language and its literature
globally.
Writer, activist and lawyer

Mushtaq’s short story collection
‘Hridaya Deepa’ (Heart Lamp) has
become the first Kannada title to
win the coveted GBP 50,000 Inter-
national Booker Prize in London.
Mushtaq collected the prize at a

ceremony at Tate Modern along
with Deepa Bhasthi, who trans-
lated the title from Kannada to
English.
Lauding her feat, Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah said, she has raised
the flag of Kannada’s greatness at
international level.
“Heartiest congratulations to the

proud Kannada writer Banu Mush-
taq for winning the International
Booker Prize for Literature. This is
a time to celebrate Kannada, Kan-

nadigas and Karnataka,” Siddara-
maiah posted on ‘X’.
He said, Banu Mustaq, who

writes while embodying the true
values of harmony, secularism, and
brotherhood of this land, has raised
the flag of Kannada’s greatness at
the international level and brought
respect to us all.
“I wish she would continue to

write meaningfully for many more
years and spread the vibe of Kan-

nada to the world,” the CM said.
“On behalf of all Kannadigas, I

would also like to congratulate the
talented author Deepa Bhasti, who
has translated her Booker Prize-
winning work ‘Hridaya Deepa’
into English,” he added.
Union Minister and Former

Chief Minister Kumaraswamy
heaped praise on the writer on ‘X’
too.
“This is a proud moment for all

Kannadigas. Heartfelt congratula-
tions to our state’s proud author,
Banu Mushtaq, who has been
awarded the International Booker
Literary Prize,” he said in his post.
“Congratulations to author

Deepa Bhasti also, for translating
this Booker Prize-winning work
into English. I hope Banu Mushtaq
will produce more such great
works. May the Kannada literary
world be enriched by her and may
the flavor of Kannada spread
across the world,” Kumaraswamy
added.
Shortlisted among six world-

wide titles, Mushtaq’s work ap-
pealed to the judges for its “witty,
vivid, colloquial, moving and ex-
coriating” style of capturing por-
traits of family and community
tensions.
Deputy Chief Minister D K

Shivakumar described Mushtaq
winning the prize as Karnataka’s
pride soaring the skies.
“Congratulations to Banu Mush-

taq for raising the glory of Kan-
nada literature to the skies! It is a
matter of pride that Kannada writer

Banu Mushtaq’s collection of short
stories “Heart Lamp” has won the
International Booker Prize. This is
the first time that a Kannada work
has received this prestigious
award. Heartiest congratulations to
Banu Mushtaq and Deepa Bhasti
for translating this work into Eng-
lish,” he said.
State BJP President B Y Vi-

jayendra in his congratulatory
message said,  it is a matter of
pride for all Kannadigas that this is
the first time a Kannada work has
won this prestigious award.
“I congratulate Banu Mushtaq,

who has spread the vibrancy of
Kannada language and literature to
the world and made Kannadigas
proud, and wish that she would be
filled with more honors and glory,
thereby making the Kannada liter-
ary world flourish on a global
scale,” he posted on ‘X’.
“Heartiest congratulations on

behalf of Kannadigas to the tal-
ented author Deepa Bhasti, who
has translated her book that won
the prestigious Booker Prize,” he
added. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, May 21: The BJP
on Wednesday flayed the Congress
over its allegation that the govern-
ment decided to send multi-party
delegations to various countries to
divert public attention from “tough
questions”, saying nationalism has
completely vanished in the opposi-
tion party.
The ruling BJP also lashed out at

other constituents of the opposition
INDIA bloc over the recent remarks
of some of their leaders on the Indo-
Pak conflict, accusing them of “be-
having like the Popular Front of
Pakistan” at a time when they
should have shown solidarity while
keeping in mind India’s interest.
This came after Congress leader

Jairam Ramesh on Wednesday
claimed that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi suddenly thought of send-
ing multi-party delegations to visit
different countries to divert atten-
tion from the tough questions he is
being called to answer, while his
image globally has been “shat-
tered”. Reacting sharply, BJP na-
tional spokesperson and Rajya
Sabha MP Sudhanshu Trivedi ac-
cused the Congress leader of “belit-
tling” the government’s effort to
convey India’s strong stand against
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.
“The Congress is forced to make

such a statement in frustration as it

is not being able to ask for proof (of
Indian military action). Nationalism
has completely vanished from the
eyes of the Congress,” he told a
press conference at the BJP head-
quarters here, when asked about
Ramesh’s allegations.
“From the statements of

Mallikarjun Kharge, Rahul Gandhi
and Jairam Ramesh, it appears that
they are trying to outdo each other
in the race to gain popularity in
Pakistan,” the BJP leader charged.
Jairam’s remarks are an “insult”

to all Members of Parliament
(MPs), he alleged.
“They (Congress leaders) are en-

gaged in a PR exercise for Pakistan
while diluting the serious efforts of
India by calling it diversionary tac-
tics and a PR exercise,” the BJP

leader said.
“Your leader either used to go

abroad to draw attention (of the for-
eign forces) towards India or divide
India. Every time he went abroad,
he made statements to divide the
country. It is for the first time that
all party leaders (who are part of the
delegations) are displaying unity,”
he said, without naming Rahul
Gandhi.
“In some issues, the mindsets of

Pakistan and the Congress are the
same. Pakistan Army chief pro-
moted as Field Marshal despite los-
ing the war. In Congress also,
people become Field Marshal after
losing elections,” he said.
Trivedi said that all statements of

“INDI Alliance” are being quoted
in Pakistani media, the Pakistan na-

tional assembly, Pakistan army’s
briefing and even in the dossiers
being prepared by Pakistan against
India.
“INDIA Alliance has started be-

having like the Popular Front of
Pakistan. Just having the name
‘India Alliance’ does not make you
an Indian at heart,” he said.
Trivedi urged the Congress and

other opposition leaders to rise
above partisan politics and refrain
from making such remarks when an
all-party delegation is going abroad
to convey India’s strong stand
against Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ism. “They should showcase India’s
solidarity, keep control over their
emotions at least for some time, and
keep vote bank politics separate
from national interest,” he said.
Trivedi said the BJP’s policy is

clear that on such occasions, “we
have to rise above party lines and
show India’s unity on the interna-
tional platform, whether we are in
the opposition or in the govern-
ment”.
“When we were in opposition in

1995, Pakistan was bringing a pro-
posal on Kashmir in Geneva. Our
then Leader of opposition Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee had supported then
Prime Minister PV Narashimha
Rao in Geneva and also gave credit
to his government,” he said. (PTI)

Lion population in Gujarat
goes up from 674 to 891 in 5
years; footprint expands too
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GANDHINAGAR, May 21: The
estimated population of Asiatic
lions in Gujarat has increased to
891 from 674 five years ago as per
the census conducted this month,
officials said on Wednesday.
Not only the count went up by

217, but the animals were found
outside the Gir National Park,
their traditional habitat, and spread
across 11 districts of Saurashtra
including non-forested and coastal
areas, the officials said.
“Estimated population of Asi-

atic lions has increased to 891,”
Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel
told reporters here.
As per the last census conducted

in June 2020, the population of
Asiatic lions, a subspecies only
found in Gujarat’s Gir area, was
estimated at 674.
As per the latest count, there are

estimated 196 males, 330
females,140 sub-adults and 225
cubs, said the Gujarat forest de-
partment.
As the population of lions is in-

creasing, their spread in Saurash-
tra region has also expanded. The
big cats were earlier confined to
the Gir National Park in Junagadh
and Amreli districts, but now they
have spread to 11 districts, an of-
ficial said.
As many as 384 lions were

counted in Gir National Park and
Wildlife Sanctuary and 507 were
found outside its limits, said Jaipal
Singh, principal chief conservator
of forest.
The areas outside Gir where

lions were spotted included sanc-
tuaries like Pania, Mitiyala, Girnar
and Barda. Some animals were
seen in non-forested areas and
coastal areas too.
Seventeen lions were counted in

NEW DELHI, May 21: The Con-
gress on Wednesday demanded
strict action against BJP IT cell
head Amit Malviya and journalist
Arnab Goswami, a day after com-
plaints were filed for their alleged
defamatory posts against the party
and its leader Rahul Gandhi.
Congress general secretary in-

charge of communications, Jairam
Ramesh, said multiple complaints
have been filed against the duo in
different parts of the country, in-
cluding Delhi and Karnataka.
In a post on X, he said, “The

INC has filed criminal complaints
against Amit Malviya and Arnab
Goswami. These have now been
registered and converted into
FIRs, Ramesh said in the post.
“Now, this duo will run to the

courts to seek protection. We hope
that the courts examine the great
mischief and harm caused to the
nation by the malicious actions of

these two,” Ramesh said.
Ramesh had earlier hinted that

the Congress was initiating action
under civil and criminal laws
against two individuals for spread-
ing “lies with malice against the
INC and its leadership”.
The Indian Youth Congress

(IYC) has also filed a complaint
against Malviya and Goswami.
In a statement, the IYC Legal

Department said it lodged an FIR
under non-bailable sections
against the BJP IT cell chief and
Republic TV’s Goswami in Kar-
nataka for a false conspiracy to de-
fame Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi and link Congress
with Turkiye.
IYC national president Uday

Bhanu Chib said the “malicious
attempt” to defame the Congress
party, spread unrest and under-
mine national security is a direct
attack on democracy.

“We will not remain silent.
Through this FIR, we want to send
a clear message that any attempt to
spread fake news against our party
or its leadership will be met with
strict legal and political response,”
he said.
National chairman of the IYC’s

Legal Department, Roopesh
Bhadauria, said, “Their relentless
propaganda to defame the Con-
gress leadership and incite unrest
has crossed every limit of decency
and legality.
“Both have been charged in the

FIR with serious charges like
spreading fake news, inciting ha-
tred and endangering national se-
curity. This is a warning to those
spreading fake news, defaming
our leaders and attacking democ-
racy that if you continue doing
this, then it will invite strict legal
and political consequences,” he
said. (PTI)

Congress demands action against Malviya,
Goswami for ‘defaming’ Rahul Gandhi, party

ED searches at educational institutions
linked to Karnataka Home Minister

BENGALURU, May 21: The En-
forcement Directorate (ED) is con-
ducting searches at educational
institutions linked to Karnataka
Home Minister G Parameshwara at
Tumakuru and on the outskirts of
Bengaluru, official sources said on
Wednesday. According to sources, the
searches were underway at Sri Sid-
dhartha Medical College and Sri Sid-
dhartha Institute Of Technology in
Tumakuru and Sri Siddhartha Insti-
tute Of Medical Sciences in Nela-
mangala on the outskirts of
Bengaluru. The reasons for the
searches are not yet known.
While Chief Minister did not wish

to make any comments on ED
searches stating he was not aware of
it, Congress General Secretary in-
charge of Karnataka Randeep Singh
Surjewala while pointing out that
Parameshwara was a tall SC leader
said that the raids appear to be a des-
perate attempt to coverup the corrup-
tion of previous BJP governments
and stifle the voice of those who
champion the voice of the oppressed.
“I don’t know...I will check and

speak,”  Siddarmaiah said in response
to a question on ED raids.
Deputy Chief Minister D K Shiv-

akumar said, “I don’t know. No way
my Home Minister is involved in any
such case. He is a decent, simple
man...no way Parameshwara is in-
volved in such type of case.”
“What is there to do it (searches)

on educational institutions. I don’t
have proper information. I get infor-
mation and react to it,” he said. Sur-
jewala said, Congress government in

the state has given property owner-
ship to 1 Lakh SC/ST families on
Tuesday at Hospet. This raid is a frus-
trated reaction of BJP and Narendra
Modi government at the centre he
said. He also said that Parameshwara
is one of the tallest SC leaders.
“The constant assault on Constitu-

tion and leaders of SC/ST and OBC
communities across India has become
a habitual pattern. The revenge seek-
ing against Parameshwara is part of
this sinister design,” he said in a post
on ‘X’. Siddhartha Institute of Tech-
nology in Tumakuru, run by Para-
meshwara, was set up 46 years ago in
1979 and Siddartha Medical College
in Tumakuru was set up 28 years ago
in 1988 in the rural hinterland of
Tumkuru to light the lamp of educa-
tion, Surjewala said. He also added, it
was indeed surprising that after 46
years of setting up of this institution,
Modi government is searching for
wrongdoing, while BJP’s corruption
is being actively investigated by the
state’s Home ministry and Paramesh-
wara. 
“The ED raids appear to be a des-

perate attempt to coverup the corrup-
tion of previous BJP Governments
and stifle the voice of those who
champion the voice of the op-
pressed,” he said. “Karnataka Con-
gress will carry forward with the 5
Congress guarantees undeterred and
will follow up more rigorously the 6th
Congress guarantee of giving owner-
ship of 1 Lakh houses to our brothers
and sisters of the SC/ST communi-
ties. Truth shall win. Satyamev Jay-
ate,” he said. (PTI)

Multi-party delegation leaves for Japan
NEW DELHI, May 21: A multi-party delegation led
by JD (U) MP Sanjay Jha on Wednesday left for Japan
to put across India’s views on terrorism emanating from
Pakistan.
The delegation will also visit South Korea, Malaysia,

Indonesia, and Singapore as part of New Delhi’s out-
reach following Operation Sindoor and the subsequent
conflict between India and Pakistan.
As many as nine terror camps were hit inside Pak-

istan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir by Indian forces
to avenge the Pahalgam terror attack, which left at least
26 civilians dead.
The delegation led by Jha includes BJP MPs Apara-

jita Sarangi, Brijlal, Pradhan Barua and Hemang Joshi,
Congress leader and former external affairs minister
Salman Khurshid, TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee,
CPI(M)’s John Brittas, and former ambassador Mohan
Kumar.
Another delegation led by Shiv Sena MP Shrikant

Shinde will also leave for the UAE, Liberia, Congo and
Sierra Leone later in the day.
The government is sending seven multi-party dele-

gations to reach out to the international community on
Pakistan’s designs and India’s response to terror. (PTI)

Central govt employees retiring day before 
annual pay hike date to get notional increment
NEW DELHI, May 21: Central government employees retiring a
day before their annual pay hike date would be eligible to get notional
increment for the purpose of calculating the pension admissible to
them, an official order said. The move follows a Supreme Court order
in this regard.
“It is advised that in pursuance of the above referred order dated

20.02.2025 of the Hon’ble Supreme Court, action may be taken to
allow the increment on July 1/January 1 to the Central government
employees who retired/are retiring a day before it became due, i.e.,
on June 30/December 31, and have rendered the requisite qualifying
service as on the date of their superannuation with satisfactory work
and good conduct for calculating the pension admissible to them,” the
order issued by the personnel ministry said.
The existing rules allow the employees to choose either July 1 or

January 1 as their increment date.
As specifically mentioned in the orders of the apex court, “grant of

the notional increment on January 1/July 1 shall be reckoned only for
the purpose of calculating the pension admissible, and not for the pur-
pose of calculation of other pensionary benefits,” said the order issued
on Tuesday. Referring to another Supreme Court directive, the min-
istry said that “one increment will be payable on and after
01.05.2023”.

Enhanced pension for the period prior to April 30, 2023, will not
be paid, it said in the order issued to all the Central ministries.
The All India NPS Employees Federation, which is working for the

welfare of Central and state government employees, welcomed the
decision and expressed its gratitude to the Centre.
The federation’s national president Manjeet Singh Patel also re-

quested the government to extend the benefit of the notional increment
to the employees who opt for the unified pension scheme under the
National Pension System. There are about 48.66 lakh Central govern-
ment employees. (PTI)

LOST
I, Menuti Tokbipi daugh-

ter of Kangbura Tokbi res-
ident of Bidya sing Tokbi
Village, Langmili, Karbi
Anglong lost my original
HSLC Marksheet bearing
Roll B24-0439 No. 0464.

Barda sanctuary, 15 km from Por-
bandar.
The highest number of lions

recorded in a single pride was 17
in Bhavnagar district, official said.
The 16th Asiatic lion census, a

four-day  exercise, was conducted
from May 10 to 13 in two phases,
covering an area of 35,000 square
kilometres across 58 talukas of 11
districts.
While the preliminary census

was conducted on May 10 and 11,
the final count was held on May
12 and 13 with the help of 3,000
volunteers, including regional,
zonal and sub-zonal officers, enu-
merators, assistant enumerators
and inspectors, said a forest de-
partment release.
The census was conducted

through a more accurate method
called ‘direct beat verification’,
which provides 100 percent accu-
racy with almost zero margin of
error due to statistical analysis and
ease of implementation, said the
release.
A lion census is conducted

every five years by the state Forest
Department.
Volunteers recorded details such

as time of observation, direction of
movement, sex, age, any other
identifying marks on the body and
GPS location among others. (PTI)
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Avoidable misunderstanding: Sambit
Patra on ‘concealing’ state’s name on bus
IMPHAL, May 21: BJP’s North-
east in-charge Sambit Patra has said
the incident of security forces in
Manipur allegedly stopping a gov-
ernment bus with journalists on
board and concealing the state’s
name on its windshield was an
“avoidable misunderstanding”, as-
serting that the “integrity of Ma-
nipur is non-negotiable”.
Media organisations of Manipur

and political parties had on Tuesday
criticised the security forces for the
alleged incident at Gwaltabi in Im-
phal East district, as journalists
were being taken to cover the 5th
state-level tourism festival of
‘Shirui Lily’.
The security personnel had

stopped the bus at Gwaltabi check
post, around 25 km from Imphal,
and allegedly forced the Directorate
of Information and Public Relations
(DIPR) staff to conceal the state’s
name written on the top of the ve-
hicle’s windshield with a piece of
white paper.

Patra, in a video message on X
on Tuesday night said: “I would
like to congratulate the state of Ma-
nipur for conducting the Shirui Lily
festival after two years... Since May
17 to May 20, about three to four
Manipur state transport buses car-
rying about 2,000 people have trav-
elled to Ukhrul, where the Shirui

Lily festival is being conducted.
“Today (Tuesday), an unfortu-

nate incident has happened, I be-
lieve, because of avoidable
misunderstanding. I firmly like to
reiterate that as far as the integrity
of Manipur is concerned, the Union
Home Minister Amit Shah... has
maintained (it) is something which

is non-negotiable. It’s something
which we always stand for.”
The BJP leader also said that

after two years, some sort of festiv-
ity has returned to Manipur, which
is “something to be celebrated and
not to be conspired”.
“Anyone who feels this is a con-

spiracy, I on behalf of BJP, would
like to assure that this is not a con-
spiracy and have faith on us,” Patra
said.
Meanwhile, reacting to the inci-

dent, former chief minister N Biren
Singh said those behind the “irre-
sponsible action” should be pun-
ished.
“What is this that the state’s

name cannot be written in Manipur.
Whoever is behind such irresponsi-
ble actions should be punished.
First, know Manipur. I stand with
the journalist fraternity and the peo-
ple of Manipur,” he said on X.
Media organisations in Manipur

also said because of the “harass-
ment” caused to journalists, they

will observe a ‘pen down strike’ on
Wednesday and boycott all news
and information related to the state
government.
In a memorandum to the gover-

nor, they sought immediate action
against those responsible for “caus-
ing harassment” to journalists who
went to cover the ‘Shirui Lily’ fes-
tival.
“The vehicle cleared at least

three checkpoints after routine se-
curity checks. However, upon
reaching Gwaltabi, personnel from
the 4 Mahar Regiment instructed
the team to hide the phrase ‘Ma-
nipur State Transport’ printed on the
front of the bus.
“The instruction raised concern

and confusion among the media
professionals, who questioned the
logic behind hiding a state’s name
while operating within the state,”
the memorandum submitted by the
All Manipur Working Journalists
Union and Editors Guild Manipur
said. (PTI)

ILP to be implemented in Dimapur, Chumu, Niuland
HT Correspondent

DIMAPUR, May 21: Dimapur DC Tinojongshi
Chang on Tuesday informed the non-Naga com-
munities residing in Dimapur, Chumoukedima
and Niuland districts that the inner line permit
(ILP) will surely be implemented in the three dis-
tricts this time. The DC held a meeting with the
non-Naga communities at his office conference
hall today to inform this. The ILP regime is al-
ready in force in other districts of the state.
Chang told media persons after the meeting

that the state cabinet on May 14 reiterated that
the ILP will be implemented in Dimapur, Chu-
moukedima and Niuland districts.
“Accordingly, we have informed different or-

ganisations and communities that the ILP will be
implemented in the three districts this time, no
matter what,” he said.

Chang noted that there was some confusion
among the communities that though the govern-
ment had notified implementation of ILP in the
three districts through earlier notifications in
2018, 2019 and 2023, it did not become a reality.
“They thought it would be the same again,” he
said, adding said it had to be kept in abeyance
because of Covid and other issues.
“We called them to clarify that this time the

ILP in the three districts will definitely be imple-
mented,” he said. Asked when it will be imple-
mented, he said a notification will be issued.
He also said the government had decided to

set up an ILP enforcement directorate by deploy-
ing officials from various departments.
The DC hoped that the district administration

would be able to set up an ILP cell after the es-
tablishment of the directorate.

ANSAM in favour of logical conclusion for Indo-Naga peace process
SENAPATI, May 21: The All Naga Students’ Association, Ma-
nipur (ANSAM), in its second presidential council meeting, held
recently at the community hall in Konsakhul village hosted by
Liangmai Naga Katimai Ruangdi, Manipur (LNKR-M), reaf-
firmed its stance to extend fullest support towards the ongoing
Indo-Naga peace process for logical conclusion in the true spirit
of August 3, 2015 Framework Agreement, duly recognizing the
Naga national flag and constitution “that is rightfully ours in the
negotiated settlement to usher in peace and progress in the north-
eastern region”. Further, the ANSAM also said it “stands in sol-
idarity with all the “Naga political prisoners” languishing in the
various places in India or Myanmar who are for the cause of the

people. The ANSAM demanded for unconditional release of all
the “Naga political prisoners” at the earliest as a confidence build-
ing measure. The ANSAM then said it “expects” the leaders in
the Government of India to reposition themselves from a “double
standard approach” to fairness and justness so as to resolve “this
longest political issue in Southeast Asia with political will and
magnanimity”. The ANSAM in its presidential council meeting
also unanimously re-asserted its staunch opposition to the arbi-
trary decision and actions of Government of India on abrogation
of Free Movement Regime (FMR) and “imposed border fencing
in Naga homeland dividing the people in terms of social, eco-
nomic, land, familiar etc.” The ANSAM had also unanimously

agreed to take up democratic course of actions to register “our
sentiment and for a stoppage of the imposed fencing work and
reinstatement of FMR”. The ANSAM, while asserting its position
of staunch opposition to scrapping of FMR and border fencing,
once again implored on the Government of India to sincerely en-
gage in the negotiating table to resolve the protracted Indo-Naga
political issue. The presidential council meeting, after a thread-
bare discussion taking into account the incidents and “acts of
provocative intrusion happening in and around Naga areas”,
unanimously reaffirmed its rigid stance to protect the Naga an-
cestral land and people and shall take appropriate steps to secure
the same from any form of aggression. (NNN)

AFFIDAVIT
I, Tashrif Hassan, S/O

Hafiz Ali, R/O Kharupetia
Ward No.3, P.O. & P.S.
Kharupetia, Dist. Darrang,
Assam, solemnly affirm that
I am a permanent resident
of the above address and
an Indian citizen by birth. My
name appears as Moham-
mad Tashrif Hassan in my
passport and academic
records but as Tashrif Has-
san in other government
documents. I have decided
to drop the prefix "Moham-
mad" and will henceforth be
known as Tashrif Hassan for
all purposes. This name
simplification does not affect
my legal obligations. I de-
clare that I shall be known
as Tashrif Hassan in all
records and legal docu-
ments. This affidavit is sub-
mitted as evidence to
support these facts.

Sd/-
Tashrif Hassan
S/O Hafiz Ali

IMPHAL, May 21: Governor of Manipur,
Ajay Kumar Bhalla, inaugurated the 5th State
Level Shirui Lily Festival-2025 at Heritage
Ground, Vangayan, Shirui village in Ukhrul
district, today.
The five-day festival showcases cultural

events, artifacts, games, music and food of
Manipur state in general and particularly that
of the Tangkhul Naga tribe.
During the inauguration, the Governor re-

leased the 75th anniversary souvenir and in-
spected the various stalls at the venue. He also
witnessed spectacular cultural performances
shown by different tribes.
In the morning, the Governor scaled the

Shirui peak, taking in the serene beauty of the
valley below. Amidst this picturesque land-
scape, the Shirui Lily stood in full bloom, a
quiet yet striking emblem of nature’s charm.
Addressing the gathering at the inaugural

ceremony, the Governor said the Shirui Lily
Festival, which is being held in the picturesque
district of Ukhrul, is a tribute to the magnifi-
cent Shirui Lily- the state flower. He said that,
from anywhere else in the planet, but in the
Shirui Hills, this rare plant is a living symbol

of Manipur’s ecological wealth and natural
heritage.
Organised with the dual vision of promoting

sustainable eco-tourism and environmental
awareness, this festival has grown into one of
the most attractive and spectacular events in
the state’s cultural calendar.
The Governor then highlighted Shirui Lily

as a fragile marvel, thriving solely in the
unique micro-climate of Shirui hills, making
the region exceptional.
More than a botanical treasure, it symbol-

izes resilience, uniqueness, and ecological bal-
ance. The festival serves as a collective
reminder to protect this endangered species
while celebrating the vibrant Tangkhul Naga
culture through traditional dances, music,
crafts, and local cuisines, uniting people from
all walks of life.
Describing Ukhrul as the crown jewel of

Manipur’s hill districts, the Governor further
said that it is a destination in itself with green
hills, forest and deep-rooted traditions. From
the track to Shirui peak, to the exploration of
Khangkhui caves and visit to Longpi pottery
village, Ukhrul truly has something for every-
one.
The Governor also said that the festival

which has come back after a gap of two years
will be a beginning again all over in the years
to come and will see more and more visitors.
“We have the intent of promoting this festival
all across the country and abroad”, it added.
The Governor then exuded confidence that

the festival will not only entertain and inspire
but also ignite people’s sense of environmental
stewardship and cultural vibes. He also urged
the people to forget about the smaller things
but to work for a harmonious and peaceful liv-
ing among all sections of society. Governor
wished the festival a grand success. (NNN)

Shirui Lily festival-2025 begins 
showcasing Manipur’s rich biodiversity

Rio asks depts to assess availability of 
essential commodities before monsoon season

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, May 21: Nagaland Chief Minster Neiphiu Rio,
who is also the chairman of Nagaland State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NSDMA), on Tuesday directed all government
departments to assess the availability of essential commodities
across the districts before the monsoon season sets in.
Chairing a monsoon preparedness meeting at the CM’s con-

ference hall in Nagaland civil secretariat at Kohima, Rio said if
there are any complaints from any village or town on shortage
of essential commodities the matter has to be reported to the au-
thority. He also instructed the departments to monitor the fair
price shops to ensure that consumer rights are protected.
He directed the chief secretary to have a video conference

with all the deputy commissioners and update the status of the
essential commodities and monsoon preparedness across the dis-
tricts. Rio further directed the administration and police depart-
ment for routine road checks to ensure smooth flow of traffic in
towns and also on national highways during the monsoon sea-
son. 
Roads and bridges minister G Kaito Aye requested the disaster

management department to allocate a specific amount of funds
for emergency response, which can be utilised by any depart-
ment during the monsoon season. He also called on the NHIDCL
and the PWD (roads and bridges) department to identify pocket-
wise areas where immediate road restoration and repair is re-
quired, adapting restoration strategies and ensuring their
effectiveness.
He further requested the mechanical department to update the

status of the machinery available for the upcoming monsoon
season. PHE minister Jacob Zhimomi cautioned the NHIDCL
to instruct the contractors to follow strict protocols during road
construction for durability and sustainability of roads.

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, May 21: Nagaland’s
lone Lok Sabha MP on Wednesday S
Supongmeren Jamir underscored the
importance of accountability, unity
and humility among the Naga leaders
to foster meaningful change in the
state.
Jamir called upon the leaders of

tribal hohos (bodies), NGOs, and civil
society organisations to actively en-
gage with their assigned responsibili-
ties to ensure development.
He was speaking at a community

ambulance distribution programme at
5th Mile, Chumoukedima. Four am-
bulances were distributed under the
MP local area development scheme
(MPLADS) during the programme.
Highlighting the challenges of an

opposition-less government in Naga-
land, Jamir said democracy suffers in
such a system and urged civil society
organisations and NGOs to play a
guiding and watchdog role in such a
scenario. Jamir also appealed for a

collective effort to safeguard Naga
identity, culture, and rights while re-
sisting external pressures.
Jamir also sought advice from the

tribal leaders on issues of the state to
be presented in the Parliament.
In his address as the special guest,

Dimapur DC Tinojongshi Chang ap-
preciated the MP’s initiative in fulfill-
ing a long-standing community need
for ambulances, made possible
through MPLADS.
Reflecting on his first meeting with

the MP during his posting as extra as-
sistant commissioner in 2003, Chang
lauded Jamir’s consistent humility
and commitment to public service.
He described Dimapur as a “mini

Nagaland” and called on all commu-
nities in the district to live in unity and
cooperation.
The four community ambulances

were handed over to tribal hohos - Ao
Senden Mokokchung, Chakhroma
Public Organisation Chumoukedima,
Eastern Naga Public Union Dimapur
and Western Sumi Hoho - during the
programme.
Representatives of the recipient or-

ganisations lauded the MP for his
commitment to grassroots people,
calling him a leader who walks the
talk. The ambulance distribution was
part of a broader initiative to enhance
emergency health response and acces-
sibility across the state.

Nagaland LS MP calls for 
accountability among Naga leaders

SHILLONG, May 21: The
Meghalaya state government has
directed all district administrations
to crackdown and arrest illegal
Bangladeshi and Roghingya mi-
grants in the state.
The direction came a day after

the Union Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) had instructed all state
governments and union territories
to constitute Special Task Forces
(STFs) in every district to identify
and deport illegal Bangladeshi and
Rohingya migrants within the next
30 days. Speaking to reporters on
Tuesday, Meghalaya deputy chief
minister in-charge home, Prestone

Tynsong said, “Yes, we are on the
job. We have already given direc-
tion to all district administrations
and deputy commissioners to crack
down wherever they suspect or re-
ceive inputs (about illegal immi-
grants), they should be arrested
immediately.”
Tynsong informed that the dis-

trict task forces (DTFs) tasked with
the job to keep a check on people
coming to the state and residing in
different districts – are already in
place and operational as mandated
by the Meghalaya Residents Safety
and Security Act (MRSSA), 2016.
(NNN)

Meghalaya govt nod to crackdown on 
illegal Bangladeshi, Rohingya migrants

Security personnel had stopped the bus at
Gwaltabi check post, around 25 km from Imphal

Governor inaugurates the festival in Ukhrul
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LOS ANGELES, May
21: Hollywood actor Carey
Mulligan, best known for
"An Education" and "The
Great Gatsby", is in negoti-
ations to join the star cast
of Netflix's "Narnia" film.
According to the enter-

tainment news outlet The
Hollywood Reporter, Mul-
ligan will star alongside
Daniel Craig, Meryl Streep
and Emma Mackey in the
film. It is directed by Greta
Gerwig, and is an adapta-
tion of C.S. Lewis’ "The
Chronicles of Narnia" fan-
tasy novels.
Gerwig is directing the

movie adaptation of the
sixth novel in the series,
"The Magician's Nephew".
The novel served as a

prequel to "The Lion, the
Witch, and the Wardrobe",
exploring two youngsters
who, thanks to an uncle’s
magic dabbling, unleash
the White Witch into a turn
of the 20th century Lon-
don.
The 39-year-old actor

will reportedly portray the
very sick mother of Dig-
ory, one of the two kids in
the adventure.
Mulligan's latest work is

"The Ballad of Wallis Is-
land". The comedy film re-
leased in March and was
directed by James Grif-
fiths. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, May 21: Superstar Hrithik Roshan, who is reprising his role as
RAW agent Major Kabir Dhaliwal in Yash Raj Films's "War 2", says the movie
will be an "action spectacle" for the audiences.
Roshan is happy with the response to the teaser of the film, which was unveiled

on Tuesday and features Jr NTR as the main antagonist and Kiara Advani opposite
him.
“War is a really special franchise for me. So, seeing the ap-

preciation that War 2’s teaser is getting, seeing how people
are pouring their love for NTR, Kiara, Ayan, for me, and
the entire team makes me really happy. It is not easy
making films of this scale, and we have given our best
to make War 2 an action spectacle for people," the
actor said in a statement.
“I have always been a huge fan of the action genre

since I was a kid, and I really have fun whenever I do
films like War 2. So, for me, I had the best time reliv-
ing Kabir—a character that has given me love from
all quarters for years now.”
The movie, which is the sixth title in YRF's ambi-

tious spy universe, is scheduled for release in Hindi,
Tamil & Telugu on August 14, 2025.
"I’m delighted and humbled by the love and feed-

back that War 2 is getting right from the start of our
campaign. I can’t wait to see the reaction of people
when they see War 2 on the big screen.”
Produced by Aditya Chopra and directed by Ayan

Mukerji, "War 2" promises to deliver six major ac-
tion sequences shot across five countries over 150
days.
The YRF Spy Universe also includes Salman

Khan's "Tiger" movies and Shah Rukh Khan's
"Pathaan". The next instalment in the franchise is
"Alpha", starring Alia Bhatt and Sharvari. (PTI)

CAREY
MULLIGAN
IN TALKS
TO BOARD
NETFLIX’S
‘NARNIA’
FILM

NEW DELHI, May 21: The 4K re-
stored version of Satyajit Ray's clas-
sic "Aranyer Din Ratri" received a
standing ovation at the 2025 Cannes
Film Festival, where it was screened
under the Cannes Classics section.
Veteran actors Sharmila Tagore and

Simi Garewal, who were part of the
ensemble cast
of the 1970
Bengali film,
attended the
showcase on
Monday
evening.
Saba

Pataudi, jew-
ellery designer
and Tagore's
daughter,
shared a video
on her Insta-
gram page on
Wednesday
showing the
audience giv-
ing a standing
ovation after
the film's
screening.
"A little more.... Of moments.

Standing ovation. A beautiful celebra-
tion of life. Team that made it all pos-
sible. Congratulations!
@filmheritagefoundation," she cap-
tioned the post.
Pataudi also shared pictures of her

with her mother, Garewal, as well as
film's gala presenter and Hollywood

filmmaker Wes Anderson, a long-
time admirer of Ray who spearheaded
its six-year restoration.
The restored version of "Aranyer

Din Ratri" is presented and restored
by Martin Scrosese's The Film Foun-
dation through its World Cinema
Project initiative at L'Immagine

Ritrovata in collab-
oration with Shiv-
endra Singh
Dungarpur's Film
Heritage Founda-
tion, Janus Films,
and the Criterion
Collection.
Also part of the

screening were
producer Purnima
Dutta and Margaret
Bodde, executive
director of The
Film Foundation.
The film, titled

"Days and Nights
in the Forest" in
English, explores
themes of alien-
ation, class, and

modernity. It follows the story of four
city-bred men who escape to the
forests of Palamau (now in Jhark-
hand) for a carefree holiday, only to
undergo a journey of self-discovery.
Tagore last came to Cannes in 2009

as part of the gala jury. Previously,
her 1960 film "Devi", also directed
by Ray, competed for the Palme d'Or,
the festival's top honour. (PTI)

‘ARANYER DIN
RATRI’ RECEIVES
STANDING 
OVATION AT
CANNES 2025
SCREENING

NEW DELHI, May 21: Filmmaker Neeraj Ghaywan and the
team of his second directorial "Homebound" made another ap-
pearance at the 78th Cannes Film Festival where the movie is
being screened as part of the Un Certain Regard segment.
On Wednesday, Ghaywan as well as the star cast -- Ishaan

Khatter, Vishal Jethwa, Janhvi Kapoor -- appeared for the offi-
cial photocall ahead of the movie's premiere at the Debussy
Theatre.
They were joined by producer Karan Johar as well as his

Dharma Productions colleagues Apoorva Mehta and Somen
Mishra.
While Khatter opted for a brown two-piece suit with a white

shirt, Kapoor wore an ensemble by designer Anamika Khanna.
Johar chose an all-black suit from late couturier Rohit Bal's
label.
"Homebound" marks Ghaywan's second time at the presti-

gious gala where he brought his directorial debut "Masaan"
back in 2015. The critically-acclaimed social drama also pre-
miered in the same section where it won two awards.
The director appeared on the red carpet on Tuesday evening

along with the film's cast and Johar.
"From Indian soil to the shores of Cannes - our team Home-

bound shines moments before the red carpet," Dharma Pro-
ductions captioned a group photograph of the film's team
shared on its official Instagram page on
Wednesday morning.
For the red carpet, Khatter

was dressed in a deep Bor-
deaux velvet bandhgala
designed by Gaurav
Gupta.
Jethwa, also known

for films such as "Mar-
daani 2" and "Salaam
Venky", chose a black
power suit with jew-
elled shoulder pads by
London-based menswear
designer Kaushik Velen-
dra. He completed his look
with a golden dragon as a
neck piece.
Kapoor, who plays a pivotal role

in "Homebound", opted for a rose-coloured custom-made
Tarun Tahiliani ensemble featuring a handwoven real tissue
skirt and corset, specially crafted in Banares.
Johar was dressed in a custom ensemble designed by his

friend and celebrity favourite Manish Malhotra.
"Homebound", which is executive produced by Hollywood

legend Martin Scorsese, revolves around two childhood
friends played by Khatter and Jethwa.
The official synopsis of the film reads: "Two childhood

friends from a small North Indian village chase a police job
that promises them the dignity they've long been denied. But
as they inch closer to their dream, mounting desperation
threatens the bond that holds them together."
Socialite Natasha Poonawalla, the wife of film's co-pro-

ducer Adar Poonawalla, also graced the red carpet. She
walked hand-in-hand with Johar, wearing a Dior ensemble.
The Cannes Film Festival will conclude on Saturday. (PTI)

‘Homebound’ 
director Neeraj
Ghaywan and
team appear for
official photocall
at Cannes 2025

NEW DELHI, May 21: Bollywood
star Kartik Aaryan is set to start the
Europe shoot schedule of his film "Tu
Meri Main Tera, Main Tera Tu Meri".
Directed by Sameer Vidwans, the

movie is produced by Karan Johar's
Dharma Productions.
The 34-year-old actor shared a

video on his Instagram handle on
Wednesday.
In the clip, Aaryan is seen wearing

a jacket with the snake on the back,

referring to his character in one of his
upcoming films, "Nagzilla".
"NaagZilla ka Hoodie pehen ke.

Aashiqui vaala guitar leke. Tu Meri
Main Tera Main Tera Tu Meri shoot
karne. Main chala Ray," Aaryan wrote
in the caption.
Mrighdeep Singh Lamba of

"Fukrey" fame will direct "Nagzilla".
The actor will next be seen in the

untitled musical love story directed by
Anurag Basu. (PTI)

Kartik Aaryan heads to Europe for ‘Tu
Meri Main Tera, Main Tera Tu Meri’ shoot

NEW DELHI, May 21:
Actor Suniel Shetty, one-third
of the iconic trio of the "Hera
Pheri" franchise, says he does-
n't want any animosity be-
tween his co-stars Akshay
Kumar and Paresh Rawal after
the latter decided to quit the
film midway.
Audiences were waiting to

see Babu Bhaiya (Rawal),
Raju (Kumar), and Shyam
(Shetty) return in the third part
of the popular comedy fran-
chise, set to be directed by
Priyadarshan. "Hera Pheri 3"
was yet to be officially an-
nounced.
The film's future is now un-

certain following Rawal's sud-
den departure from the project
last week. According to re-
ports, Kumar -- who also
serves as a producer on "Hera
Pheri 3" -- has sued Rawal for
his actions.
Shetty said while he is sad

about Rawal stepping away
from the film, he wouldn't
want things to sour between
his co-stars.
"I am heartbroken, (but) I

believe it all will fall into
place... At the same time, I am
clueless because I heard
(about) it through the media. I
hope things can be mended.
And even if the film doesn't
happen, I wouldn't want any
animosity between Paresh and
Akshay," Shetty told PTI in an
interview here.

The 63-year-old actor will
next be seen in the period
drama "Kesari Veer", along-
side Sooraj Pancholi and
debutante Akanksha Sharma.
In the film, which follows

the story of brave warriors
who fought to save the Som-
nath temple from invaders in
the 14th century, Shetty plays
a warrior named Vegdaji Bhil.
Directed by Prince Dhiman,

"Kesari Veer" is produced by
Kanubhai Chauhan of
Chauhan Studios.
It also marks Shetty's return

to the period drama genre,
after JP Dutta's "Umrao Jaan"
(2006).
Period films are difficult to

make, he said, adding produc-
ers need to have enough
knowledge about the subject.
"He (the producer) has to be

clear that he has the right
theme that he puts together,
because there are too many as-
pects that go into making a pe-
riod film.             "Costumes,
cinematography, art direction,
and background music all are
equally important. This is a
true team effort. When you
don't have a strong team, you
don't dare to make a film like
this. And, it's an expensive af-
fair," he said.
His other credits in the pe-

riod drama space include
"Border" (1997) and "LOC:
Kargil" (2003), both also
helmed by Dutta, whom he

called his "favourite director".
"I am someone who doesn't

leave opportunities like that. I
get excited doing films like
that and films in a uniform, so
I always look forward to it,
but I am glad that I got to do
such films in my life," he
added.
Suniel, who in an earlier in-

terview said he almost
didn't star in "Bor-
der" over rumours
about Dutta's tem-
per, said he has
found a close in-
dustry friend in the
filmmaker and that
the war drama is an
important movie in his
filmography.
"It would have been

my loss completely
(if he hadn't done
the film), I would
have been stupid
man on earth but
because of what I
said, I probably
have made the
best friend in the
world, in J P
Dutta. He was
also conscious
that he shouldn't
be saying any-
thing to me.
"But we both

realised that we
are obsessed
with our
work, we

get angry, upset, with anybody
or anyone around the set, it's
purely work-related and it's
got nothing to do personally.
And today J P ji and I are
among the closest friends. He
can't do without me, I can't do
without him," he said.
This year is also special for

Shetty as it marks the silver
jubilee of his cult film "Dhad-
kan", in which he co-
starred with Kumar and
Shilpa Shetty. Directed
by Dharmesh Darshan,
the film released on
August 11, 2000.
Coincidentally,

"Dhadkan" is re-re-
leasing on May 23,

the same day as
"Kesari
Veer".

"I am
happy
that it's
mark-
ing 25
years,
it's a
mile-
stone...
If I
talk
about
one
roman-
tic film
being a
non-ro-
mantic
hero,

doing this one cult romantic
film and being there, it excites
you. But I am not happy that
it's releasing on the same day.
I would have loved it if it were
a separate day altogether," he
added.
Besides its memorable

soundtrack and performances,
"Dhadkan" remains alive in
pop culture through memes in
which Shetty's dialogues fea-
ture prominently.
Asked about his reaction to

the film's enduring legacy, the
actor said memes are a new
form of "mimicry" today.
"... It's only when something

is immensely popular do peo-
ple want to do a meme on it
because that probably gets
them the eyeballs that they
would never get otherwise,"
he said.
Shetty also addressed the re-

cent criticism over his com-
ments on his daughter, actor
Athiya Shetty's decision of
choosing a natural delivery
over cesarean section (C-sec-
tion). Athiya welcomed daugh-
ter Evaarah with
cricketer-husband KL Rahul in
March.
"It's (my remarks) been mis-

represented... If I am wrong, I
have always been ready to say
'sorry' to the world, I have no
ego... But, I know how I treat
women... I am a responsible
citizen of this country, I know
what I say," he said. (PTI)

Don’t want animosity between Paresh
and Akshay even if ‘Hera Pheri 3’ 
doesn’t happen: Suniel Shetty

WE HAVE GIVEN
OUR BEST TO ‘WAR
2’, NOT EASY TO
MAKE FILMS OF
THIS SCALE:
HRITHIK ROSHAN
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NEW DELHI, May 21: Indian golf is set to
get a major boost as Grand Slam winner,
Rory McIlroy has confirmed his participa-
tion in the USD four million inaugural DP
World India Championship here later this
year.
This will be the Irish world No.2’s maiden

outing in India.
The championship will take place at the

Delhi Golf Club from October 16 to 19.
The 2025 Masters Tournament champion

confirmed his status as a global golfing icon
when he completed a career Grand Slam in
memorable fashion in April, adding the
Green Jacket to his four previous Major vic-
tories at the 2011 US Open, the US PGA
Championship in 2012 and 2014 and The
Open in 2014.
Co-sanctioned by the Professional Golf

Tour of India (PGTI), the tournament --
launched by global smart logistics provider
DP World and the DP World Tour -- features
the largest prize fund ever offered for a DP
World Tour event in India.
“I’m excited to not only tee it up in India

for the first time but also visit a country that
I’ve always wanted to explore,” said McIl-
roy.
“I’m proud to play in the DP World India

Championship. I’ve always enjoyed playing

a global schedule and as I have previously
said, there is tremendous potential to grow
golf further in the country. This is a great op-
portunity, and I can’t wait to play in front of
the Indian golf fans.”
The announcement follows the success of

the 2025 Hero Indian Open, won by Eugenio
Chacarra, and further boosts the Tour’s mo-
mentum in the region.
As the Tour’s title partner since 2022,

DP World is reaffirming its commitment
to golf with this new tournament. It com-

plements its broader sporting footprint in
India, which includes partnerships with
the Delhi Capitals, and grassroots pro-
grammes like the ‘Second Life Container’
initiative and ‘Balls for Birdies’ campaign
-- both of which involve DP World donat-
ing golf balls to help grow the game and
make it more accessible.
“We are delighted to welcome Rory McIl-

roy to the DP World India Championship.
Having a player of his calibre underscores
the commitment both we and the DP World
Tour have to the success of this tournament,”
said Yuvraj Narayan, Group Deputy CEO
and Chief Financial Officer, DP World.
“Rory will capture global attention, in-

crease participation, and position India as a
premier destination for golf.
“Our mission to support the growth of golf

from the grassroots remains central to our
global golf vision and hosting a global icon
like Rory in India is a proud milestone in that
journey,” he added.
The DP World India Championship will

be the eighth of nine events in the ‘Back 9’
phase of the 2025 Race to Dubai, building
towards the season-ending DP World Tour
Play-Offs and culminating in the DP World
Tour Championship in November at
Jumeirah Golf Estates in Dubai. (PTI)

McIlroy set to star in DP World India Championship

Man United and Tottenham clash in all-English
Europa League final looking to salvage season

BILBAO (SPAIN), May 21:
Manchester United and Tottenham
will meet in an all-English final in
the Europa League later on
Wednesday, with both clubs hop-
ing to end a dismal season on a
high note.
The trophy will offer some relief

for the winner, while the loser is
likely to face a fresh wave of criti-
cism.
United is unbeaten in the Europa

League this season but is down in
16th place in the Premier League,
one spot ahead of Tottenham.
Tottenham was beaten in the

2019 Champions League final by
Liverpool, and has not lifted a tro-
phy since the 2008 English League
Cup. United picked up its last sil-
verware in the 2024 FA Cup.
More than 50,000 English fans

were expected in Bilbao. The
Basque Country city was filled
with supporters from both clubs in
the buildup for the final.
Many were without tickets, but

the atmosphere outside Athletic
Bilbao’s San Mames Stadium was
mostly peaceful.

There was fan trouble overnight,
though, and supporters from both
clubs confronted each other on the
streets and in bars, with some
throwing trash bins, bottles and
other objects at each other. Some
were seen climbing traffic-light
poles and causing damage.
There were also Spanish media

reports of confrontations in nearby
towns and cities, where many of
the fans were staying to avoid
overpriced accommodation in Bil-
bao. There were no reports of seri-
ous injuries in the confrontations.
Tottenham has won all three

matches it has played against
United this season. It is unbeaten
in six straight games against its
final rival, with the last five under
manager Ange Postecoglou.
United and Tottenham have met

in just one previous final — the
2009 League Cup when Alex Fer-
guson’s Red Devils won 4-1 on
penalties after a 0-0 draw.
Son Heung-min will have a

chance to end his title drought, and
crown 10 years of service for Tot-
tenham. (AP)

E V I A N - L E S - B A I N S
(FRANCE), May 21: In-form In-
dian golfer Diksha Dagar will look
to build on her top-10 finishes and
aim for the title when she tees off
at the Ladies European Tour’s
Jabra Open starting here on Thurs-
day.
Aside from Diksha, the Indian

challenge will also include Tvesa
Malik, Avani Prashanth and Hi-
taashee Bakshi.
Pranavi Urs, who injured her

wrist during the Dutch Ladies
Open and had to withdraw, will
rest out this and the next week.
Diksha has moved into the top

five of the Order of Merit after fin-
ishing tied ninth at the Dutch
Ladies Open while Avani is placed
39th in that list after her tied 19th
finish at the same event.
Hitaashee also impressed last

week as she finished tied 12th in
her first LET (Ladies European
Tour) appearance this season.
Tvesa will be keen to find her
rhythm after she failed to make the
cut at the Dutch Ladies Open.
Diksha has enjoyed a great sea-

son with four Top-10 finishes. In
nine starts, she has missed the cut
just once and one event in Aus-
tralia was cancelled.
Diksha is now lying fifth and her

best end-of-the-season finish on
the LET Order of Merit was third
in 2023.

The current leader of the Order
of Merit, Mimi Rhodes of England,
will look to continue her winning
ways as she has already won three
of the seven LET events this year.
The 23-year-old won her

Maiden LET event just earlier this
year at the Ford Women’s NSW
Open before stamping her author-
ity on the field with two more wins
at the Jo’burg Ladies Open and the
Dutch Ladies Open.
Swiss Star Chiara Tamburlini

spent the last week recovering but
has had a good season. She will
look to continue her display of
consistency at the Evian Resort
Golf Club.
There are a total of 15 French

players who will take part in the
tournament. This list of stars in-
cludes LET winners Anne-Char-
lotte Mora, Anne-Lise Caudal,
Celine Herbin and Camille Cheva-
lier.
The Jabra Ladies Open also

presents players a chance to qual-
ify for the Majors. LET winners
this year will automatically qualify
for the AIG Women’s Open, which
is to be held at Royal Porthcawl
later this year.
Also one player, who finishes in

the top 10 (including ties) at the
Jabra Ladies Open but has yet to
qualify for the Amundi Evian
Championship, will be able to se-
cure their entry to the event. (PTI)

Golf: Diksha leads
Indian charge at

Jabra Ladies Open

MADRID, May 21: Five Valladolid
fans who racially insulted Real
Madrid star Vinícius Júnior in 2022
have been found guilty in the first
ruling in Spain that condemns racist
insults in a soccer stadium as a hate
crime, the league said Wednesday.
A Valladolid court convicted the

fans for their insults in a league
match, sentencing them to one year
in prison plus a fine of up to 1,620
euros ($1,837). The jail time is sus-
pended on condition they don’t com-
mit any offense or visit soccer
stadiums hosting official national
competitions for three years.
The league called Wednesday’s

ruling “a firm step towards eradicat-
ing racism in sport.”
“This judicial decision represents

an unprecedented milestone in the
fight against racism in sport in
Spain,” the league said.

Last year, three Valencia fans were
handed eight-month prison sentences
after pleading guilty to racially in-
sulting Madrid forward Vinícius
Júnior.
That was the first conviction for

racism-related cases in professional
soccer in Spain, but it was not based
on a hate crime. The Valencia fans
were convicted of a crime against
moral integrity, with the aggravating
circumstance of discrimination based
on racist motives.
“The fact that this ruling explicitly

refers to hate crimes associated with
racist insults reinforces the message
that intolerance has no place in foot-
ball,” the league said.
The league first filed the complaint

against the Valladolid fans. It was
later joined in the case by the player,
Real Madrid, and the public prosecu-
tor’s office. (AP)

Fans who insulted Vinícius found guilty 

Omar Marmoush scores stunning goal as Kevin De Bruyne says goodbye to Man City

LAUSANNE (SWITZER-
LAND), May 21: Former
Olympic champion wrestler Khad-
jimourat Gatsalov was charged
with doping Wednesday as part of
the state-backed cheating scheme
in Russia.
Gatsalov was a gold medalist at

the 2004 Athens Olympics. He
beat future UFC champion Daniel
Cormier in a semifinals bout in the
freestyle 96-kilogram class.
The 42-year-old Russian is

being prosecuted using evidence
from investigations by Richard
McLaren and the World Anti-Dop-
ing Agency, including data from
the Moscow testing laboratory, the
International Testing Agency said.
He tested positive for the banned

substance ipamorelin from a sam-
ple given in 2015, the ITA said in
a statement.
The drug “stimulates the body’s

release of growth hormone, which,
in turn, promotes muscle growth,
fat loss and recovery,” said the
agency based in Lausanne,
Switzerland.
Gatsalov’s provisional suspen-

sion during the prosecution also
prevents him working as a coach or
official at national or international
events, the ITA said.
He won the last of his five world

titles in 2013, two years before the
positive test. (AP)

Russian wrestler
charged with doping

NEW DELHI, May 21: Former World championship bronze medallist
Simranjit Kaur has become the latest Indian boxer to turn professional.
The 29-year-old two-time Asian Championship medallist, who repre-

sented India in the Tokyo Olympics, decided to take the plunge by signing
with former American professional boxer Roy Jones Jr. and Indian pro-
fessional boxer Mandeep Jangra.

Simranjit, who fin-
ished second at the Na-
tional Championship in
the 65kg category in
March, is the third In-
dian boxer to turn pro-
fessional this year after
World championship
medallists Nishant Dev
and Amit Panghal.
“I am very happy that

my career is starting with such a promoter, who has given many star box-
ers to the world. Mandeep Jangra is already making the country proud in
the professional ring and I will also try to get recognition for the country.
Roy Jones Jr. is the best promoter and I will definitely take my career
forward with him,” Simranjit said.
With this move, Simranjit follows in the footsteps of 2008 Olympic

bronze medallist Vijender Singh, Vikas Krishan, Sarita Devi and Neeraj
Goyat, who also moved to professional boxing after a good run in the
amateur circuit. (PTI)

World C’ships bronze-
medallist boxer Simranjit
Kaur turns professional

MANCHESTER, May 21:
Four weeks before facing Man-
chester City in its opening Club
World Cup game in Philadel-
phia, Wydad coach Rhulani
Mokwena has left the Moroccan
team.
Wydad said the club and Mok-

wena “mutually agreed to termi-
nate their contract with
immediate effect” in a statement
published late Monday.
Wydad did not announce plans

to replace the South African
coach ahead of traveling to the
United States for the revamped
32-team FIFA club tournament
that opens June 14.
After facing City on June 18,

Wydad stays in Philadelphia to
play Juventus, then goes to
Washington DC to play Al Ain of
the United Arab Emirates.
Wydad’s preparation also

could be affected by a FIFA ban
on registering new players that
can be signed in a special trans-
fer window in early June. FIFA
typically imposes registration
bans on clubs which have un-
paid bills for transfer fees or
wages.
FIFA will pay $9.55 million to

each of the four African teams

which qualified for the Club
World Cup by winning an edi-
tion of the continent’s Champi-
ons League from 2021 to 2024.
The total prize fund is $1 billion,
which mostly will go to 12 Eu-
ropean teams who qualified.
Wydad won Africa’s Champi-

ons League in 2022 when
coached by Walid Regragui. He
left to coach Morocco and within
months helped the team to be-
come the first from the continent
to reach a World Cup semifinal.
Mokwena’s replacement will

be the 10th coach in three years
at Wydad since Regragui left.
Under Mokwena, Wydad fin-

ished third in the Moroccan
league and did not qualify for
next season’s Champions
League. Reports in South Africa
suggested the coach went several
months without being paid.
In a joint statement Monday

with Mokwena, Wydad said he
“extends his heartfelt thanks to
our esteemed president (Hicham
Ait Menna) for his visionary
leadership and steadfast sup-
port.”
Mokwena also wished

“tremendous success” to Wydad
at the Club World Cup. (AP)

MANCHESTER, May 21: Omar
Marmoush’s stunning long-range
strike upstaged Kevin De Bruyne
on the Manchester City great’s Eti-
had farewell.
Marmoush let fly from around

30 yards (meters) to put City ahead
in its 3-1 win against Bournemouth
in the Premier League on Tuesday.
The victory moved Pep Guardi-

ola’s team up to third in the stand-
ings and left Champions League
qualification in its own hands head-
ing into the last round of the sea-
son.
“It’s really important. To be in

the Champions League after what
happened (this season) will be re-
ally nice,” the City manager said.
De Bruyne was making his final

home appearance for City before
leaving the club as a free agent at
the end of the season.
After a trophy-laden 10 years,

the Belgium international was
greeted with a huge banner declar-
ing him “King Kev” and given a
standing ovation when he was sub-
stituted off in the second half.
But it was Marmoush’s goal

after 14 minutes that lit up the
match as his dipping shot clipped
the post before crashing into the top
corner.
It was the type of goal that De

Bruyne would have been proud of
in a career that has seen him score

numerous spectacular strikes of his
own.
De Bruyne missed a glorious

chance to cap his farewell with a
goal when missing an open net
from close range — shooting
against the bar.
“Terrible, terrible,” De Bruyne

said of his miss. “There’s no ex-
cuses. My son is going to be very
tough on me today.”
Bernardo Silva doubled City’s

lead in the 38th and substitute Nico
Gonzalez added a third in the 89th.
Deniel Jebbison pulled one back
for Bournemouth in added time in
a game that saw both teams re-
duced to 10 men.
The win saw City bounce back

from its FA Cup final loss to
Crystal Palace on Saturday. It
also means City needs a point in
its final game against Fulham on
Sunday to all but guarantee
Champions League soccer next
season, given its superior goal
difference to top-five rivals
Chelsea and Aston Villa.
After ending the season trophy-

less for the first time in eight years,
City can at least secure the conso-
lation of a place in European club
soccer’s top competition.
The loss, however, ended

Bournemouth’s slim hopes of qual-
ifying for Europe.
De Bruyne tribute

De Bruyne was fighting back
tears as he addressed the crowd
after the match and watched a
video montage of tributes from
club greats on the stadium’s big
screen.
He was given a guard of honor

by his teammates as he walked to
the middle of the field with his wife
and three children.
City said it would erect a statue

in his honor outside the stadium.
“It means I will always be part of

this club,” De Bruyne said. “When-
ever I come back with family and
friends, I will be able to see myself
so I will always be here.”
City also unveiled a mosaic of

De Bruyne at the club’s academy
and named a road on its campus
after him.
The 33-year-old De Bruyne was

part of a period of unprecedented
success for City, which saw it win
16 major trophies including six
Premier League titles and the
Champions League.
He waved to the crowd and City

fans serenaded him as he left the
field in the second half before em-
bracing Guardiola on the touchline.
“There are players that are

unique,” Guardiola said. “In 10
years there are a lot of games, a lot
of titles, a lot of moments. Today
summarized how much love was
there (for him).”

He is the latest City great to have
a mural made in his honor, joining
Yaya Toure, Joe Hart, David Silva,
Vincent Kompany, Sergio Aguero,
Fernandinho and Ilkay Gundogan.
Rodri returns
Rodri returned to action eight

months after having surgery on an
ACL injury that ruled him out for
the majority of the season.
The Ballon d’Or winner came on

as a second-half substitute to make
his first appearance since being in-
jured against Arsenal on Sept. 22.
His return means he is likely to

be available for the Club World
Cup in the United States in June
and July.
Palace party
There was no hangover for Crys-

tal Palace after Saturday’s FA Cup
victory over City.
Eddie Nketiah scored twice in a

4-2 win against Wolves.
Just days after Palace’s win at

Wembley secured its first major
trophy, the team kept the party
going in front of its home fans at
Selhurst Park.
Wolves went ahead through Em-

manuel Agbadou, but two goals
from Nketiah in the space of five
minutes in the first half put the
home side in front.
Eberechi Eze — who scored the

winning goal in the final — was on
target again late on. (AP) 

Man City’s first Club World Cup opponent Wydad
splits with coach weeks before US tournament

Nagal bows out of
French Open qualifying
PARIS, May 21: India’s top sin-
gles player Sumit Nagal bowed out
of the French Open singles quali-
fying following a 2-6 4-6 defeat
against lower-ranked Jurij Rodi-
onov in the second round, here
Wednesday.
Nagal, ranked 170th, lost to the

225th-ranked Austrian in one hour
and 29 minutes at the Roland Gar-
ros. He had beaten American
Mitchell Krueger in the first round.
Nagal will miss the singles main

draw of a Grand Slam after appear-
ing in all four in 2024. After losing
the first set and trailing 2-4 in the
second, Nagal got an opportunity
to bounce back in the seventh
game. He grabbed the chance by
getting the break back. (PTI)
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AHMEDABAD, May 21: Former
champions Gujarat Titans will aim
to extend their winning streak to
solidify a top-two finish when
they face a struggling Lucknow
Super Giants in their Indian Pre-
mier League clash here on Thurs-
day.
With 18 points from 12

matches, table-toppers Titans have
already booked their place in the
playoffs. However, with Royal
Challengers Bengaluru and Punjab
Kings close behind on 17 points,
the race for a top-two spot is still
very much alive.
For Gujarat, everything seems

to have fallen into place. Their
top-order trio of Orange Cap
holder B Sai Sudharsan (617
runs), skipper Shubman Gill
(601), and Jos Buttler (500), has
been in prolific form, laying the
foundation for most of the team’s
victories.
Together, they have racked up

16 half-centuries and a century,
dominating the tournament’s bat-
ting attacks with clinical consis-
tency.
Such top-order dominance,

however, has left the middle order
largely untested.
Gujarat’s bowling unit has been

equally formidable. Their Indian
pace battery has led the charge,
with Prasidh Krishna being the
leading wicket-taker this season
after snaring 21 wickets. Mo-
hammed Siraj and lanky left-arm
spinner R Sai Kishore have
chipped in with 15 wickets each.
Adding further firepower to the

attack is the return of South
African pace ace Kagiso Rabada,
who missed most of the season

following a suspension for recre-
ational drug use.
On the other hand, Lucknow

Super Giants saw their playoff
hopes dashed after a comprehen-
sive defeat to Sunrisers Hyderabad
on Monday. The Rishabh Pant-led
side, now on a four-match losing
streak, has endured a campaign
riddled with inconsistency and in-
juries.
LSG have leaned heavily on

their overseas recruits -- Mitchell
Marsh, Aiden Markram, and
Nicholas Pooran -- for runs.
The lack of noteworthy contri-

butions from Pant, who has en-
dured a woeful season, and the

middle order has compounded
their problems.
Injuries to key bowlers further

derailed their campaign.
Left-arm pacer Mohsin Khan

missed the entire season, while ex-
press quick Mayank Yadav, who
was retained with high hopes,
spent most of it on the sidelines.
Avesh Khan and Akash Deep

also struggled with fitness, leaving
LSG’s bowling attack depleted.
Pant acknowledged the devastat-
ing impact these absences have
had on the team.
“Definitely, it could have been

one of our best seasons but com-
ing into the tournament we had a

lot of gaps, injuries and as a team
we decided to not talk about that,
but it became difficult to fill those
gaps for us,” he said after their
previous game.
To make matters worse, LSG

will be without their most success-
ful bowler this season -- spinner
Digvesh Rathi, who has claimed
14 wickets at an economy of 8.18.
He has been handed a one-

match suspension for his on-field
altercation with Abhishek Sharma
in the previous game, further dent-
ing their faltering campaign.
Squads:
Gujarat Titans: Shubman

Gill (c), Jos Buttler (wk), Kumar
Kushagra (wk), Anuj Rawat
(wk), Sherfane Rutherford, Nis-
hant Sidhu, Mahipal Lomror,
Washington Sundar, Mohammed
Arshad Khan, R Sai Kishore,
Jayant Yadav, Karim Janat, B Sai
Sudharsan, Dasun Shanaka,
Shahrukh Khan, Mohammed
Siraj, Prasidh Krishna, Manav
Suthar, Gerald Coetzee, Gurnoor
Singh Brar, Ishant Sharma, Kul-
want Khejroliya, Rahul Tewatia,
Rashid Khan.
Lucknow Super Giants:

Rishabh Pant (wk/captain), Aiden
Markram, Mitchell Marsh,
Nicholas Pooran, Ayush Badoni,
Abdul Samad, David Miller,
Shardul Thakur, Avesh Khan,
Akash Deep, Ravi Bishnoi, Prince
Yadav, Shahbaz Ahmed, Matthew
Breetzke, Himmat Singh, Shamar
Joseph, Manimaran Siddharth,
Aryan Juyal, RS Hangargekar, Yu-
vraj Chaudhary, Akash Maharaj
Singh, Arshin Kulkarni.
Match starts at 7:30pm IST.

(PTI)

Gujarat Titans eye top-two finish as
struggling LSG look to salvage pride

It’s going to be a tough England
tour for India: Rathour

NOTTINGHAM, May 21: For England, it’s little
more than a warm-up match ahead of much sterner
examinations to come.
For Zimbabwe, it means everything.
Trent Bridge in Nottingham will host a four-day

test match — something of a rarity for the usual five-
day format but perhaps a sign of the future — from
Thursday when England and Zimbabwe meet for the
first time at international level in 18 years since a
Twenty20 World Cup match in Cape Town.
You need to go back four more years — to Chester-

le-Street in 2003 when Jimmy Anderson, a 20-year-
old with highlights in his hair, was playing in his first
series — for the last test match between the teams.
Zimbabwe’s return to English soil continues the

African nation’s gradual reintegration to test cricket
after two decades of political interference, poor gov-
ernance and sanctions that resulted in the team being
exiled from test cricket for around six years.
The Zimbabweans didn’t play a test from 2005-11.

From 2022-24, they played just four tests. But be-
tween December last year and August this year,
they’ll have played in 10 tests, with two-match series
against South Africa and New Zealand to come this
summer.
Zimbabwe still isn’t part of the World Test Cham-

pionship but, in the bigger picture, progress is being
made. Zimbabwe Cricket will receive a touring fee
from the England and Wales Cricket Board for being
the first test opponent of the summer, ECB chief ex-
ecutive Richard Gould confirmed last year while
speaking about the “huge responsibility” to maintain
the strength of bilateral cricket.
Zimbabwe isn’t expected to offer much resistance

to England, having slumped to a 138-run defeat to a
Professional County Club Select XI in Leicester last
week. Before that, however, it did earn a first test vic-
tory since 2021 — beating in Bangladesh on the way
to sharing the series 1-1.
Debut for Cook
While Zimbabwe’s view is very much about the

present, England’s sights will be on the future.
Ahead this summer is a five-test series against India

and then an Ashes tour Down Under. For England, it
doesn’t get much bigger than that, so the match
against Zimbabwe will be important preparation, es-
pecially for a bowling department at the start of a new

era following the test retirements of Stuart Broad (in
2023) and Anderson (last year).
For the Zimbabwe test, England will give a debut

to Sam Cook, fellow pacer Josh Tongue is returning
to the team after a two-year absence, and Gus Atkin-
son is about to start his second summer of test cricket.
There are as many question marks about the only spe-
cialist spinner in the team, Shoaib Bashir, and the fit-
ness of allrounder Ben Stokes, returning after a
hamstring tear to regain the captaincy.
Then there’s the batting lineup where opener Zak

Crawley and No. 3 Ollie Pope have been retained de-
spite continued speculation about their worthiness in
the team. There’s the welcome sight of a return for
wicketkeeper Jamie Smith after missing the tour of
New Zealand in November and December while on
paternity leave.
England is No. 2 in the test rankings but coach

Brendon McCullum said “there’s a lot of meat on the
bone for us” in the next stage of the so-called “
Bazball “ era.
“When we took on a project like this, it was not

about necessarily settling on good,’” McCullum said.
“I think now’s the time, working from a strong base,
to be able to shoot for the stars and say, Where can
we take this team? What can we achieve?’”
The scheduling of a four-day test might be a blow

to test purists but England home matches have rarely
reached Day 5 under the leadership of McCullum and
Stokes since 2022.
As for the Zimbabweans, they’ll take whatever top-

flight games they can on the long road back to cricket
relevancy. (AP)

England prepares for India with its
first test against Zimbabwe in 22 years
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Malaysia Masters: Prannoy, Karunakaran,
Srikanth register wins; Sindhu exits

NEW DELHI, May 21: Former bat-
ting coach Vikram Rathour is expect-
ing a tough England tour for a young
Indian side that is now without three
stalwarts, who left the Test arena in
quick succession.
First it was veteran spinner

Ravichandran Ashwin and then skip-
per Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli too
walked into the sunset, leaving a huge
gap.
Shubman Gill will most likely be

India’s new Test skipper and will have
a new-look top and middle order.
The five-match series will begin on

June 20 at Leeds, marking the start of
a new World Test Championship cycle.
“It’s going to be a tough tour. It’s not

going to be an easy tour because the
seniors have retired a lot. So, the
young team is leaving. There could be
a new captain. So, all these things will
add a little bit of pressure,” said
Rathour, who spoke after Rajasthan
Royals’ win over Chennai Super Kings
on Tuesday.
“But also it’s an opportunity to

showcase your talent and your ability.”
Rathour, who shared a good rapport

with all top Indian batters during his
stint, said the fans must respect the de-
cision taken by the senior players.
“All three of them were phenomenal

cricketers who retired. So, I would
have loved for them to carry on. But
it’s, again, a very, very personal deci-
sion. I’m close to all three of them.
“So, you know, I would have, as I

said, I would have loved to see them
play more. But, again, it’s a very, very
personal decision, I think. And if

they’ve taken this decision, we should
respect that,” he said.
Rathour, who is the batting coach of

RR, was expectedly effusive in his
praise for their find of the season, the
14-year-old Vaibhav Suryavanshi, who
played a key role in the team signing
off with a win against CSK.
Instead of an extravagant approach,

he took some time and waited before
unleashing his shots on Tuesday.
“We’ve been working with him for

quite some time now, maybe three to
four months now. We’ve seen all these
aspects, but it’s great to see when he’s
doing that in a game, in pressure situ-

ations, in a big game like even today.
You’re right, the ball was doing a bit
when he went in, hardly got any balls,
didn’t get on strike too much in the
power play,” Rathour said.
“The kind of maturity he showed,

the kind of temperament he showed,
really good for him. And these kind of
experiences will definitely make him
a better player in coming time.”
Rathour rued that despite having a

strong batting unit at their disposal,
they lost winnable games and also
blamed poor fielding for their misery.
They managed to avoid last-place

finish and believe that the worst is
over.
“I don’t think we fielded very well

throughout the tournament. Bowling
did let us down a few times where you
let them score too many runs, 10, 15
extra runs mostly every game.
“And then again, with batting also,

batting was our strength. We had re-
tained five batters in the squad, and
that is, I believe, our strength. And,
you know, we got terrific starts at
times,” he said.
“We got ourselves into the positions

where we should have finished the
games, but unfortunately couldn’t do
that. It hurts. It was a little disappoint-
ing, but it also gives you a lot of hope
for the coming season because I think
this was the worst that is over.”
Apart from Suryavanshi, Rathour

also picked out Dhruv Jurel for special
praise.
“He’s (Jurel) got great temperament,

that kid. He’s got great technique as
well as a batsman.” (PTI)

KUALA LUMPUR, May 21: India’s male
shuttlers, led by the experienced duo of H S
Prannoy and Kidambi Srikanth, were off to a
brilliant start but it was curtains for double
Olympic-medallist PV Sindhu as she bowed
out with a first-round loss at the Malaysia
Masters badminton tournament here on
Wednesday. Prannoy and Srikanth were
joined by Satish Karunakaran in the second
round of the event.
Taking the court first, Prannoy stunned

fifth seed Kenta Nishimoto of Japan 19-21
21-17 21-16 in a hard-fought contest that
lasted one hour and 22 minutes. The Indian
will play Yushi Tanaka of Japan in the second
round.
Karunakaran also registered an upset by

stunning third seed Chou Tien Chen of Chi-
nese Taipei 21-13 21-14 in just 39 minutes.
He will next face Christo Popov of France.
Ayush Shetty also progressed after getting

past Brian Yang of Canada 20-22 21-10 21-8.
Later, former world no.1 Srikanth stunned

a higher-ranked opponent in sixth seed Lu

Guang Zu of China 23-21 13-21 21-11 in a
57-minute showdown to progress.
But Sindhu’s poor form continued as she

failed to get past the opening hurdle of the
Super 500 tournament, losing 11-21 21-14
15-21 against Nguyen Thuy Linh of Vietnam.
The Indian mixed doubles duo of Dhruv

Kapila and Tanisha Crasto also moved into
the second round with a 21-18 15-21 21-14
win over the Indonesian pair of Adnan
Maulana and Indah Cahya Sari Jamil, but all
other Indian pairs suffered defeats.
Ashith Surya and Amrutha Pramuthesh

were no match for top seeds Jiang Zheng
Bang and Wei Yaxin, as they lost 10-21 12-
21 in the opening round of the mixed doubles
event.
Rohan Kapoor and Ruthvika Shivani

Gadde too lost 10-21 14-21 to fourth seeds
Guo Xin Wa and Chen Fang Hui of China.
The pairing of Karunakaran and Aadya

Variyath was shown the door by Indonesia’s
Verrell Yustin Mulia and Lisa Ayu
Kusumawati 15-21 16-21. (PTI)

BENGALURU, May 21: The
Indian junior women’s hockey
team on Wednesday departed for
a four-nation tournament in
Rosario, Argentina to be played
from May 25 till June 2.
The friendly tournament, part

of the team’s preparation for this
year’s FIH Hockey Junior
Women’s World Cup in Chile,
will feature hosts Argentina,
Uruguay and Chile besides
India.
The Indians will play two

matches against each of the par-
ticipating nations. The tourna-
ment aims to help the team
evaluate its performance, test
combinations and refine strate-
gies ahead of the World Cup in
December.
The Indian squad, coached by

Tushar Khandker, will be led by
goalkeeper Nidhi, while forward
Hina Bano will serve as vice-
captain.
In the first round of fixtures,

India will open their campaign
against Chile on May 25, fol-
lowed by matches against
Uruguay (May 26) and Ar-
gentina (May 28). (PTI)

Indian junior women’s
hockey team to take
part in 4-nation tourney 
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Pakistan recalls fast
bowler Hasan Ali for
T20 series against
Bangladesh
ISLAMABAD, May 21: Pakistan
has recalled fast bowler Hasan Ali
for this month’s Twenty20 home
matches against Bangladesh but
overlooked senior batters Moham-
mad Rizwan and Babar Azam for
the third successive series.
Hasan played just one T20 inter-

national in nearly three years when
he returned with expensive figures
of 0-42 in three overs against Ire-
land in Dublin in 2024.
However, the right-arm fast

bowler has forced his way back
into the squad with a rich haul of
15 wickets in the Pakistan Super
League while representing the
Karachi Kings.
Rizwan and Babar were dropped

for the last two series in Zimbabwe
and New Zealand as Pakistan con-
tinued to reshape its top-order
ahead of next year’s T20 World
Cup.
Rizwan scored 367 runs at a

strike rate of 139.54 in the PSL this
season as his franchise, the Multan
Sultans, suffered nine defeats in 10
games.
Babar’s Peshawar Zalmi also

missed out on the playoffs for the
first time in PSL history as he fin-
ished the season with 288 runs and
a strike rate of 128.57.
Salman Ali Agha, who was ap-

pointed captain ahead of the T20
series in Australia last year, will
continue to lead the side with
Shadab Khan as his deputy. (AP)
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