
Border pillars to be erected in 5 ‘disputed areas’
GUWAHATI, June 2: In a defin-
itive step towards resolution of
longstanding boundary differences
between Assam and Meghalaya,
the two states governments on
Monday decided to erect border
pillars in five of the disputed areas
by Independence Day, chief minis-
ters of the two states said.

These are among the six dis-
puted areas, out of the total 12, for
resolving which both the two states
had signed an agreement in March
2022, they said.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma and his Meghalaya counter-
part Conrad Sangma were address-
ing a joint press conference here
after a meeting on various inter-
state issues. “Out of six areas for
which agreement was signed, we
will try to erect the border pillars
in five of these areas by August
15,” Sarma said.

“There is some difference in one

of these five areas. Meghalaya
wants a village that had been allot-
ted to us, but they have given the
assurance that same amount of
land will be transferred to us. We
have asked for one week’s time to
consider and inform them,” he
added. On the sixth area of dispute,
Sarma said it relates to Pilingkata

area and there is some “difference
of interpretation”. “The deputy
commissioners of both the states
will sit and discuss it,” he added.

Sangma said the small issues are
being resolved and border pillars in
the five areas are expected to be
erected by Independence Day.

“The resolution of the border

dispute in a phased manner is a
major milestone in our relations,”
the Meghalaya chief minister said.

Sarma added that both the states
have decided on taking forward
discussions on the other six dis-
puted sites, but no time frame has
been fixed for completing it.

On the 55MW Kulsi multi-pur-
pose project along the inter-state
border, they said the two states
have decided in principle to work
on it together.

“Kulsi is a win-win project for
both states. We have decided to
work on it together with the condi-
tion that people living in that area
will be taken into confidence,”
Sangma said.

Sarma added that both states will
work together on the hydel project,
while Assam government will take
forward the irrigation part of this
multi-purpose project which will
benefit large (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Himanta and Conrad hold border talks Out of six disputed
areas Pilingkata has ‘difference of interpretation’: CM

Assam launches ‘Gaja Mitra’ to defuse growing human-elephant tensions
‘AI powered camera traps have been installed in forested areas’

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 2: Amid ris-
ing incidents of human-elephant
conflict in Assam, the state has
rolled out a new initiative-Gaja
Mitra-aimed at safeguarding both
rural communities and the region’s
elephant population, Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma an-
nounced on Monday.

According to Sarma, the pro-
gramme is being implemented in
five of the most affected districts-
Goalpara, Baksa, Udalguri, Sonit-
pur, and Nagaon-where
encounters between people and
elephants frequently lead to crop
destruction, property damage, and
loss of life on both sides.

Launched as part of a broader

conservation push, the project
adopts a holistic strategy to ad-
dress the crisis. Central to this ap-
proach is the restoration of
elephant habitats through af-
forestation and ecological enrich-
ment. By improving forest
corridors and ensuring sufficient
food availability in the wild, the
initiative aims to reduce the need
for elephants to stray into human
settlements.

A senior forest official noted
that technology is also at the heart
of Gaja Mitra. Artificial intelli-
gence-powered camera traps have
been installed in forested areas,
serving as real-time alert systems.

“These high-tech devices detect
elephant movement and send in-

stant notifications to nearby vil-
lages, giving residents crucial time
to act and avoid potentially dan-

gerous encounters,” he added.
To support farmers, the initia-

tive has introduced enhanced crop

procurement measures in vulnera-
ble zones, designed to shield cul-
tivators from financial losses
caused by elephant raids. Addi-
tionally, specially trained commu-
nity teams-dubbed Gaja Mitras-
are being deployed as on-the-
ground mediators. These local vol-
unteers will raise awareness, assist
during elephant movements, and
strengthen coordination between
forest officials and villagers, in
line with the principle of Jan
Bhagidari (people’s participation).
Assam’s forest minister Chandra
Mohan Patowary recently re-
vealed that the state records, on av-
erage, more than 70 human and 80
elephant deaths annually due to these
conflicts. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 2: Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Monday visited flood-affected areas in
Lakhimpur district to take stock of the situation. 

During his visit, Sarma inspected the flood-af-
fected areas of Amtala and Barbila, as well as the
submerged areas by the Pahumara River, and inter-
acted with affected residents to understand their sit-
uation. He also reviewed the measures implemented
by the district administration. It may be noted that a
significant portion of the area was inundated due to
a breach at the Amtala embankment.

During a media interaction, the chief minister
stated that the breached section of the embankment
would be repaired promptly, and measures would be
taken to drain water through a nearby stream to
allow residents to return to their homes. 

“The reconstruction of the embankment is
planned for September-October,” he added. The
chief minister also inspected the damaged section of
the under-construction Pahumara-Dijo connecting
road under the Asom Mala (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Himanta takes stock of flood
situation in Lakhimpur district

GUWAHATI, June 2: The flood situation in Assam
remained grim on Monday with the water levels rising
in many parts of the state, officials said. 

The India Meteorological Department’s Regional
Meteorological Centre (RMC) in Guwahati has said
that moderate rainfall is very likely to occur at most
places of Assam, while heavy to very heavy rainfall
has been predicted at a few places and extremely
heavy rainfall in isolated places. 

A report by the Assam State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) on Sunday night said that two
more people lost their lives in Cachar and Sribhumi
districts, and around four lakh people are reeling under
the deluge across 15 districts. 

The total number of people losing their lives in this
year’s flood and landslides has increased to 10. 

Cachar is the worst hit with over one lakh people
affected, followed by 85,000 people in Sribhumi and
62,000 in Nagaon, it added. 

The administration has been operating 155 relief
camps and relief distribution centres in 12 districts,
taking care of 10,272 displaced people at present. 

The authorities have distributed 1,090.08 quintals
of rice, 284.63 quintals of dal, 952.76 quintals of salt

and 4,726.26 litres of mustard oil among the flood vic-
tims of the state during the last 24 hours. 

At present, 764 villages are under water and
3,524.38 hectares of crop areas have been damaged
across Assam, the ASDMA said. 

Embankments, roads, bridges and other infrastruc-
ture have been damaged by flood waters in many dis-
tricts across the state. 

At present, the mighty Brahmaputra is flowing
above the danger mark at Dibrugarh and Nimatighat.
Its tributaries Dhansiri at Numaligarh and Kopili at
Kampur are flowing above (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

NEW DELHI, June 2: The Supreme
Court on Monday refused to entertain a
plea which alleged that the Assam govern-
ment has reportedly launched a “sweep-
ing” drive to detain and deport persons
suspected to be foreigners without
nationality verification or ex-
haustion of legal remedies.

A bench of Justices San-
jay Karol and Satish
Chandra Sharma told the
petitioner to approach the
Gauhati High Court in the
matter. “Why are you not
going to the Gauhati High
Court?” the bench asked
senior advocate Sanjay
Hegde, who appeared for peti-
tioner All BTC Minority Students
Union. Hegde said the plea was based on
an order passed by the apex court earlier.

“Please go to the Gauhati High Court,”
the bench observed. Hegde said the peti-

tioner would withdraw the plea to take ap-
propriate recourse before the high court.
The bench allowed him to withdraw the
plea. The plea, filed through advocate

Adeel Ahmed, referred to a February 4
order of the top court which,

while dealing with a sepa-
rate petition, had directed

Assam to initiate the
process of deportation
of 63 declared foreign
nationals, whose na-
tionality was known,
within two weeks.

“Pursuant to the said
order (of February 4)...

the state of Assam has re-
portedly launched a sweeping

and indiscriminate drive to detain
and deport individuals suspected to be for-
eigners, even in the absence of foreigners
tribunal declarations, nationality verifica-
tion, or exhaustion (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Petitioner directed to approach HC

HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, June 2: The flood
situation in Dibrugarh district re-
mains critical, with 66 villages
across six revenue circles sub-
merged as of Monday.

Although the water level of the
Brahmaputra has receded due to
improved weather conditions, low-
lying areas continue to be inun-
dated.

A total of 20,179 people have
been affected by floodwaters in the
Chabua, Moran, Dibrugarh East,
Dibrugarh West, Naharkatia, and
Tengakhat revenue circles.

“Three relief camps have been
opened, and 149 inmates have
taken shelter in camps located in
the Naharkatia and Dibrugarh West
revenue circles. A total of 20,539
animals have also been affected in

the first wave of flooding in Dibru-
garh. Relief materials, including
tarpaulins, have been distributed
by the district administration,” an
official said.

While no human or livestock ca-
sualties have been reported so far,
14 large animals were rescued on
Sunday. The floods have caused
damage to schools, health sub-cen-
tres, and other public health infra-
structure in areas such as Dodhial
Forest Village and Gereki Nepali.

Meanwhile, a review meeting
was held on Monday at the confer-
ence hall of the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office in Dibrugarh to
assess the current flood situation.

The meeting was attended by
Shantanu Gogoi, deputy secretary
of the Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement Department, and Mrinal

Jyoti Bora, Project Officer from the
Assam State Disaster Management
Authority (Irrigation Division).

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (Disaster Management) Dr
Monika Bora briefed attendees on
the ongoing flood scenario in the
district.

District Project Officer Dipjyoti
Hatikakoti of the DDMA delivered
a detailed PowerPoint presentation
covering flood-affected areas, res-
cue operations by the SDRF,
NDRF, and Fire & Emergency
Services, status of relief camps,
and availability of relief materials.

The session also featured an in-
depth discussion on urban flooding
in Dibrugarh town. Executive Of-
ficer of the Dibrugarh Municipal
Corporation, Novas Kr Das, out-
lined the preventive measures
taken to avoid a repeat of last
year’s urban flood crisis. Officials
also reviewed the current condition
of embankments damaged during
last year’s floods.

Deputy Secretary Gogoi held
additional discussions with repre-
sentatives from departments such as
Public Health Engineering, Health,
Water Resources, PWD (Roads),
Power, Handloom & Textiles, Hous-
ing, (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Over 20,000 people affected in
first wave of flood in Dibrugarh

KUALA LUMPUR, June 2: All-
party parliamentary delegation vis-
iting Malaysia has emphasised
India’s zero tolerance to terrorism,
asserting that ‘water and blood
cannot flow together’, the Indian
mission said on Monday.

The delegation, led by JD(U)
MP Sanjay Kumar Jha, met with
representatives from Democratic
Action Party led by YB M. Kula
Segaran, Deputy Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Department (Law
and Institutional Reform), and
Parti Keadilan Rakyat in Malaysia
and conveyed India’s perspectives
and national resolve against terror-
ism, the India High Commission in
Malaysia posted on X.

“Discussions centred on India’s
resolute response to terrorism
under Operation Sindoor. There
was emphasis on India’s zero tol-
erance to terrorism, and the view
that ‘Water and blood cannot flow
together’.” it added.

The delegation’s remarks were
in the context of India suspending
the Indus Waters Treaty following

the Pahalgam terror attack. New
Delhi has maintained that the treaty
will remain in abeyance until Pak-
istan stops sponsoring terrorism.

Brokered by the World Bank,
the 1960 treaty defines a mecha-
nism for water sharing and infor-
mation exchange between the two
nuclear-armed neighbour nations
for the use of the Indus River water
and its five tributaries -- Sutlej,
Beas, Ravi, Jhelum, and Chenab.

The delegation held “construc-
tive talks” with the representatives
of Parti Keadilan Rakyat led by
YB Sim Tze Tzin.

“India’s zero-tolerance approach
to terrorism was outlined, reaffirm-
ing our national unity against
cross-border threats,” the mission
said in another post.

“KEADILAN representatives
appreciated the detailed explana-
tion provided by the delegation
and engaged in a constructive dis-
cussion on the way forward and re-
sponsibilities each nation has in
fighting the menace of terrorism,”
it said. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

‘Water and blood cannot flow together’, says
all-party Indian delegation in Malaysia

State flood situation critical;
death toll touches 10  

Met Dept predicts more rains  
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TEZPUR, June 2: Two persons
died and two others were injured
after a wild buffalo attacked them
in Tezpur town of Assam’s Sonit-
pur district on Monday, a forest de-
partment official said.

Local forest authorities are in
touch with personnel from Kazi-
ranga to tranquilise the animal, as
it remains confined in a swamp in
Tezpur, he said.

Divisional Forest Officer
(Tezpur) Champak Deka said the
wild buffalo attacked and killed
Dharson Das in Jahajghat area in
the early hours of Monday.

As it proceeded through the
town, the animal attacked three
more persons, of whom Bhojon
Gope succumbed to injuries at the
Tezpur Medical College and Hos-
pital (TMCH), the official said.

The two injured persons, under-
going treatment at the TMCH, are
in a critical condition, Deka said.

“We have contacted a rescue
team from Kaziranga National
Park and sought its help to tran-
quilise the buffalo,” the DFO
added. (PTI)

2 killed in wild buffalo
attack in Tezpur

GUWAHATI, June 2: Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Monday termed world chess cham-
pion D Gukesh’s win over world
number one Magnus Carlsen as a
“pivotal moment” for Indian chess.

“We are proud of you
@DGukesh! Your taking down of
Magnus Carlson at @Norway-
Chess was phenomenal, truly
priceless! This is indeed a pivotal
moment for Indian chess. Well
done,” he said in a post on X.

Five-time world champion
Carlsen seemed to have the upper
hand almost throughout the four-
hour-long contest, but a critical
mistake in time trouble allowed
Gukesh to turn the tables on the
Norwegian and secure a remark-
able win. (PTI)

Gukesh’s win pivotal moment
for Indian chess: Himanta

SC refuses to entertain plea over deportation drive in Assam

NEW DELHI, June 2: BJP presi-
dent J P Nadda on Monday said he
has directed the party workers to
provide all possible assistance to
those affected by continuous heavy
rainfall in parts of the northeastern
states.

He also requested the people in
the affected areas to take necessary
precautions, avoid unnecessary
travel and follow the advisories is-
sued by local authorities.

“Deeply concerned for the peo-
ple affected by the continuous
heavy rainfall in parts of the North-
eastern states. I have directed BJP
state units and Karyakartas to pro-
vide all possible assistance in ac-
cordance with the issued
guidelines,” Nadda said in a post
on X.

“I urge everyone in the affected
areas to take necessary precau-
tions, avoid unnecessary travel and
follow the advisories from local
authorities,” he added.

The flood situation in the north-
eastern states of Assam, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh is grim after heavy rainfall
in several parts. (PTI)

Nadda asks BJP 
workers to provide

assistance to 
flood-hit people in NE 

INDORE, June 2: The body of an
Indore resident who had gone
missing along with his wife in
Meghalaya last month was found
on Monday, while search for his
wife continues, a Madhya Pradesh
police official said here.

Raja Raghuvanshi and his wife
Sonam had gone missing on May
23 in Sohra (also known as Cher-
rapunji) in Meghalaya’s East Khasi
Hills district after going there for
their honeymoon.

“We have received information
that Meghalaya police recovered a
body which was identified as that
of Raja Raghuvanshi by his
brother Vipin Raghuvanshi. The
details of the death will be had
after we get the post mortem re-
port. The police there have not got
any clue so far of Sonam Raghu-
vanshi,” Indore Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Crime Prevention

Branch) Rajesh Kumar Tripathi
told PTI. MP Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav, in a post on X, ex-
pressed grief.

“The news of the disappearance
and finding of the body of Indore
resident Raja Raghuvanshi, who
had gone to visit Meghalaya after
marriage, is very sad. The search
for his wife Sonam is on,” he said.

Yadav’s cabinet colleague
Kailash Vijayvargiya said the
search operation had encountered
heavy rains. “‘It was raining heav-
ily during the search operation for
the Raghuvanshi couple in Megha-
laya. We are very sad that we could
not save Raja Raghuvanshi, but the
search for his wife is on. We pray
to God for her safety,” he said.

Raja Raghuvanshi’s family runs
a transport business, with kin say-
ing the couple got married here on
May 11 and (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Indore couple missing in
M’laya: Man’s body found,
search for wife continues
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The NSE Nifty surged 374.25 points or 1.69 per cent to 22,535.85

Contd. from Page 1...

PARIS, June 2: India and the US
desire to give preferential market
access to each other’s businesses
and teams of both the countries are
working together on the proposed bi-
lateral trade agreement, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal has said.

In February, US President Don-
ald J Trump and Prime Minister of
India Narendra Modi announced
plans to negotiate the first tranche
or phase of a mutually beneficial,
multi-sector Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment (BTA) by fall (September-Oc-
tober) of 2025. It is aimed at more
than doubling the bilateral trade to
USD 500 billion by 2030 from the
current level of USD 191 billion.

“Both countries are committed
to work together, both countries
desire to give preferential access to
each other’s businesses and we are
working towards the bilateral trade
agreement,” Goyal told reporters
here. Goyal is here on an official
visit to hold talks with French lead-
ers and business representatives to
boost trade and investments.

When asked about an announce-
ment of Trump to double tariffs on
steel and aluminium to 50 per cent,
he also said that the two countries
will continue to work together to
resolve all these issues bilaterally.

“Let us wait and watch ...both
the US and India share good rela-
tions and we will continue to work
together to resolve all these issues
bilaterally,” he said.

Trade experts have stated that
the further increase in the import
duty by the Trump administration
would impact Indian exporters,

particularly those engaged in
value-added and finished steel
products and auto-components. On
May 30, Trump announced that he
would double the existing 25 per
cent tariffs on steel and aluminium
imports from June 4. Trump origi-
nally invoked this provision in 2018
to set the 25 per cent tariff on steel
and 10 per cent on aluminium. He
raised tariffs on aluminium to 25
per cent in February 2025.

In 2024-25, India exported USD
4.56 billion worth of iron, steel,
and aluminium products to the US,
with key categories, including
USD 587.5 million in iron and
steel, USD 3.1 billion in articles of
iron or steel, and USD 860 million
in aluminium and related articles.

India has already issued a formal
notice at the World Trade Organi-
zation (WTO), reserving its rights
to impose retaliatory tariffs on US
goods in response to the earlier

steel tariffs.
A team of US officials is visiting

India this week for discussions on
the proposed interim trade agree-
ment between the two countries.

The visit gains importance as
India and the US are likely to agree
on an interim trade agreement by
the end of June, with New Delhi
pushing for full exemption from
the 26 per cent reciprocal tariff on
domestic goods.

India’s chief negotiator, Special
Secretary in the Department of
Commerce Rajesh Agrawal, last
month had concluded his four-day
visit to Washington.

He held talks with his US coun-
terpart on the proposed agreement.

Goyal too was in Washington to
give an impetus to trade talks.

There is a possibility that both
sides agree on an interim trade deal
before the first tranche.

The US remained India’s largest

trading partner for the fourth con-
secutive year in 2024-25, with bi-
lateral trade valued at USD 131.84
billion. The US accounts for about
18 per cent of India’s total goods
exports, 6.22 per cent in imports,
and 10.73 per cent in the country’s
total merchandise trade. Talking
about India’s free trade pact with
four-European nation bloc EFTA,
Goyal said USD 100 billion FDI
(foreign direct investment) com-
mitment under the agreement does
not include money coming into
stock market through FIIs.

“This is solid FDI coming into
the country... This USD 100 billion
of FDI comes with technologies...
It will (also) catalyse nearly USD
500 billion of investments roughly.

“With this investment, the whole
ecosystem gets created, hotels
come up, infrastructure comes up,
power and water is utilised. The
whole ecosystem will add much
more to the economy. So it’s a
massive investments that we are
looking coming through this EFTA
agreement,” he added. The imple-
mentation process of this pact is
progressing fast and is expected to
come into force before the end of
this year. The two sides signed the
Trade and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA) on March 10,
2024. Under the pact, India has re-
ceived an investment commitment
of USD 100 billion in 15 years
from the grouping while allowing
several products such as Swiss
watches, chocolates and cut and
polished diamonds at lower or zero
duties. (PTI)

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 2: Online travel
platform MakeMyTrip has rolled out
a new feature, ‘Seat Availability
Forecast’, aimed at easing the travel
planning process for Indian railway
passengers.  The tool leverages his-
torical booking data and real-time
demand analytics to predict how
long seats on a selected train are
likely to remain available, helping
users book more strategically.

According to an official statement
from the company, the feature is in-
tended to address a key challenge
faced by many travellers: the unpre-
dictability of confirmed ticket avail-
ability. While train bookings in India
open 60 days in advance, a signifi-
cant number of passengers confirm
their travel plans much later—often
leading to the booking of waitlisted
tickets. MakeMyTrip’s internal data
suggests that nearly 40% of users en-
gage in multiple booking sessions,
and of those, around 70% eventually
settle for waitlisted seats due to de-
clining availability. With booking
patterns fluctuating weekly, the win-
dow for confirmed reservations re-
mains inconsistent. 

In April, most high-speed trains
were sold out around 13 days prior
to departure, while by May, in-
creasing demand pushed that fig-
ure to over 20 days. The new
feature aims to bring greater pre-
dictability to this process. Com-
menting on the launch, Rajesh
Magow, Co-founder and Group
CEO of MakeMyTrip, said, “We
are focussed on our mission to an-
ticipate and address the nuanced
needs of Indian rail passengers.
Seat Availability Forecast is a re-
sult of that effort, rooted in data
science, built to be seamless, and
designed to solve a real planning
challenge for millions of users.”

India, US desire to give preferential market
access to businesses, says Goyal

MUMBAI, June 2: Benchmark
equity indices Sensex and Nifty on
Monday ended marginally lower,
following sluggish trends in global
markets amid renewed global trade
concerns.

Besides, the Russian-Ukraine
conflict, sharp jump in Brent crude
oil prices and foreign fund out-
flows dented investors’ sentiment,
experts noted.

After tumbling 796.75 points or
0.97 per cent to 80,654.26 in intra-
day trade, the 30-share BSE Sen-
sex witnessed volatile trends and
later ended 77.26 points or 0.09
per cent lower at 81,373.75.

The NSE Nifty dipped 34.10
points or 0.14 per cent to settle at
24,716.60. During the day, it
dropped 224.55 points or 0.90 per
cent to 24,526.15.

“Benchmark indices closed
lower with marginal losses in a
volatile start to June. Markets
started the week on a cautious,
range-bound note, with Nifty-50
sharply lower at open on fresh
trade tensions after the US an-
nounced the doubling of steel and
aluminium tariffs to 50 per cent.
Despite positive domestic cues
after surprisingly strong GDP
growth in the January-March 2025
quarter, markets were dragged
lower in the morning on worsening
global headlines ranging from
trade to war.

“US and China traded barbs
with each other over the weekend
while Russia Ukraine conflict
worsened after drone attacks. Mar-
kets soon staged a strong recovery
erasing the sharp morning losses,
as investors look forward to RBI
meet and widely expected rate
cut,” Satish Chandra Aluri, Ana-
lyst, Lemonn Markets Desk, said.

From the Sensex firms, Tech
Mahindra, Tata Steel, Tata Motors,
Titan, HDFC Bank, IndusInd

Bank, Infosys and Kotak Mahindra
Bank were among the biggest lag-
gards.

On the other hand, Adani Ports,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Power
Grid, Eternal and Hindustan
Unilever were among the gainers.

The BSE midcap gauge jumped
0.58 per cent and smallcap index
went up by 0.36 per cent.

Among sectoral indices, BSE
Focused IT dropped 0.70 per cent,
metal (0.58 per cent), teck (0.45
per cent), consumer durables (0.40
per cent), commodities (0.18 per
cent) and oil & gas (0.13 per cent).

Realty surged 2.38 per cent,
services (1.20 per cent), FMCG
(0.65 per cent), utilities (0.57 per
cent) and power (0.35 per cent).

In Asian markets, Japan’s
Nikkei and Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng settled lower, while South
Korea’s Kospi ended in positive
territory. Markets in China were
closed for a holiday.

European markets were trading
lower in mid-session deals. US
markets ended on a mixed note on
Friday.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities worth `
6,449.74 crore on Friday, accord-
ing to exchange data.

US President Donald Trump on
Friday said he would double tariffs
on steel and aluminium to 50 per
cent. “The domestic market contin-
ued its consolidation phase for the
third consecutive week, influenced
by renewed concerns over a poten-
tial tariff war and escalating
geopolitical tensions between Rus-
sia and Ukraine.

“While global uncertainties have
led investors to adopt a risk-averse
approach, the Indian market has
demonstrated resilience, under-
pinned by robust institutional in-
flows and selective sectoral
strength like FMCG, real estate,

and financial stocks,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit Invest-
ments Limited, said.

Meanwhile, India’s manufactur-
ing sector growth fell to a three-
month low in May, restricted by
inflationary pressures, softer de-
mand and heightened geopolitical
conditions, a monthly survey said
on Monday.

The seasonally adjusted HSBC
India Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) fell from
58.2 in April to 57.6 in May, high-
lighting the weakest improvement
in operating conditions since Feb-
ruary.

Supportive domestic macro in-
dicators include a potential RBI
rate cut, a better monsoon, Q4
GDP data and better GST collec-
tion, Nair added.

Indian economy expanded at a
faster pace than expected in the last
quarter of the 2024-25 fiscal, help-
ing clock a 6.5 per cent growth rate
in the year that elevated its size to
USD 3.9 trillion and held promise
of crossing the world’s fourth-
largest economy Japan in FY26.

The Indian economy grew at 7.4
per cent in January-March - the
fourth and final quarter of April
2024 to March 2025 fiscal (FY25)
- reflecting a strong cyclical re-
bound that was helped by a rise in
private consumption and robust
growth in construction and manu-
facturing.

Gross GST collections remained
above the ` 2 trillion mark for the
second straight month, rising 16.4
per cent in May to over ̀ 2.01 lakh
crore. Global oil benchmark Brent
crude jumped 3.28 per cent to
USD 64.84 a barrel.

On Friday, the BSE Sensex de-
clined by 182.01 points or 0.22 per
cent to settle at 81,451.01. The
Nifty dipped 82.90 points or 0.33
per cent to 24,750.70. (PTI)

Sensex, Nifty end lower as renewed global
trade concerns weigh on sentiments

MakeMyTrip introduces
predictive ‘Seat 

Availability Forecast’ 
to assist train travellers

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 2: Legrand
India, a leading global specialist in
electrical and digital building in-
frastructure, has launched its 22nd
Innoval Experience Centre in
Guwahati, further strengthening its
presence in the fast-growing
Northeast market. 

The centre brings together
Legrand’s full portfolio of ad-
vanced electrical and digital solu-
tions, including its latest connected
technologies and smart automation
systems.

According to an official release,
the Guwahati Innoval Experience
Centre is designed to serve as both
a product showcase and a knowl-
edge hub, providing immersive,
real-time demonstrations of solu-
tions spanning user interface, elec-
trical infrastructure, digital
building systems, and cable man-
agement. 

It also marks the introduction of
the first KNX-controlled experien-
tial centre in the region.

Part of a global initiative, Inno-
val centres have been established
in countries such as France,

Greece, Brazil, and the UAE. 
In India, Guwahati becomes the

latest addition following launches
in cities like Mumbai, Delhi,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, and
Lucknow. 

This expansion reflects
Legrand’s commitment to enhanc-
ing regional accessibility to its
products and technical support.

“Innoval Guwahati offers an in-
teractive space for customers and
partners to explore our latest inno-

vations,” said Tony Berland, CEO
& Managing Director, Group
Legrand India. “It enables real-
time demonstrations and fosters col-
laboration, helping stakeholders
make informed decisions for modern
residential and commercial applica-
tions. Guwahati is a key strategic
market in the Northeast, and this
centre reaffirms our long-term in-
vestment in the region,” he added.

Designed around the concept of
‘Designeering’, the facility com-

bines technical detail with intuitive
displays, enabling easier under-
standing of complex solutions. 

It features interactive setups, au-
tomated displays, and educational
infographics that cater to a diverse
audience—from developers and
architects to system integrators and
students.

Beyond showcasing products,
the centre also serves as a training
platform to upskill professionals in
the electrical ecosystem. 

With the industry witnessing
rapid technological advancements,
the space aims to promote hands-
on learning and foster knowledge-
sharing among partners.

Satpal Singh, Sales Director,
Group Legrand India, noted that
the Guwahati centre not only helps
deepen market penetration in East-
ern India but also serves as a gate-
way to connect with customers
across the broader Northeastern re-
gion. The launch underscores
Legrand India’s continued com-
mitment to innovation, regional
engagement, and the development
of smarter, more efficient infra-
structure solutions across India.

Legrand India launches 22nd Innoval
experience centre in Guwahati

BHUBANESWAR, June 2: Tata
Steel Special Economic Zone’s
Gopalpur Industrial Park (GIP) has
joined the World Economic
Forum’s (WEF) Transitioning In-
dustrial Clusters Initiative, which
brings together public and private
sector stakeholders from industrial
clusters, to reduce CO2 emissions
while driving economic growth
and creating jobs.

This global initiative, imple-
mented in collaboration with Ac-
centure and Electric Power
Research Institute (EPRI), seeks to
accelerate large-scale decarbonisa-
tion by fostering industrial ecosys-
tems that promote sustainability,
energy efficiency, and green inno-
vation, the Tata Steel Special Eco-
nomic Zone Limited release said
on Monday.

Located in Odisha’s Ganjam
district, GIP is fast emerging as a
hub for green hydrogen/green am-
monia and green energy equipment
manufacturing.

With a clear focus on sustain-

ability, GIP will bring together its
own development goals and
India’s National Green Hydrogen
Mission, which aims to position
the country as a global leader in the
production, utilisation, and export
of green hydrogen and its deriva-
tives. “Gopalpur Industrial Park is
proud to be part of this transforma-
tive initiative by the World Eco-
nomic Forum”, the Managing
Director of Tata Steel Special Eco-
nomic Zone Limited, Manikanta
Naik, said.

“The ongoing rapid industriali-
sation of Odisha, which includes
large clusters like GIP, is also of-
fering new opportunities to dedi-
cate our infrastructure and
expertise to create a decarbonised
future,” Naik said.

He said the GIP by leveraging
global best practices and innova-
tive partnerships, aims to con-
tribute significantly to India’s
clean energy targets.

“We expect a few more projects
of similar nature to come up in GIP

shortly,” he said.
Stating that around 25 per cent

of GIP’s available land has been
earmarked for green hydrogen/am-
monia and renewable energy sec-
tors, Naik said, “The GIP has also
signed land leasing and blocking
agreements with multiple green
hydrogen players, facilitating a
total capacity of more than 2 mil-
lion tonnes per annum of green
ammonia with an estimated multi-
phased investment of more than Rs
27,000 crore..

With these investments in place,
GIP will be able to contribute
around 10 per cent of India’s green
hydrogen/ammonia production tar-
get by 2030 under the National
Green Hydrogen Mission, he said.

GIP’s infrastructure master plan
has several key components, in-
cluding a 2.5 km long, 60 m wide
exclusive utility corridor connect-
ing GIP to Gopalpur Port to ensure
secured and efficient transportation
of green ammonia for global ex-
ports, he added. (PTI)

Tata’s Gopalpur SEZ joins World Economic
Forum for clean energy revolution

Border pillars to be erected 
parts of Kamrup and Golapara districts in the downstream areas.
Assam and Meghalaya have a longstanding dispute in 12 areas along the 884.9-km-long inter-state border.

The two states had signed an agreement in March 2022 in the presence of Union Home Minister Amit Shah in
New Delhi towards ending the disputes in six areas. Out of 36.79 sq km of disputed areas taken up for settlement
in the first phase at six places, Assam got 18.46 sq km and Meghalaya received 18.33 sq km. Meghalaya was
carved out of Assam in 1972 and had since then challenged the Assam Reorganisation Act, 1971, which is
recognised by Assam as its border. (PTI)

State flood situation critical; 
the danger level. The Barak is flowing above the danger mark at Badarpur Ghat, while its tributary Kushiyara

at Sribhumi and Katakhal in Matizuri are also flowing above the danger mark, ASDMA said. The situation is
likely to worsen for the people living in low-lying and river bank areas due to continued heavy rainfall in the
state and neighbouring areas, chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma cautioned on Sunday evening. 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah dialled Sarma to take stock of the situation and assured of all possible as-
sistance, as multiple agencies remained engaged in rescue and relief operations. Fourteen stranded people were
evacuated by an IAF helicopter from the Assam-Arunachal Pradesh border. Road, railway and ferry services
have been hit in different parts as most parts of the state continued receiving rain over the past few days. (PTI)

Himanta takes stock of flood 
project, which was affected by the overflowing Ranganadi River, and directed the relevant department to take nec-

essary actions.  While engaging with flood-affected people, he stated that the state government would provide all
possible assistance. Additionally, he visited the eroded section of the Barbila embankment and instructed the Water
Resources Department to take measures to prevent further erosion.

Earlier, Sarma held a meeting with NEEPCO officials of the Ranganadi Power Plant to discuss water release pro-
cedures, technical protocols, coordination with district administration, and prior public notifications. He reviewed
NEEPCO’s water release procedures and instructed that water be released gradually in phases rather than all at once. 

He emphasized addressing technical aspects and directed officials to maintain coordination with the district ad-
ministration for timely public alerts. It may be noted that this year’s floods have submerged 129 villages across five revenue
circles in Lakhimpur district, affecting 46,687 people. Additionally, 454.82 hectares of agricultural land and 22,871 livestock
have been impacted. The administration has opened three relief camps sheltering 425 people and established 49 relief dis-
tribution centers. For rescue operations, one NDRF team and four SDRF teams have been deployed.

Petitioner directed to approach
of legal remedies,” the plea claimed. It referred to news reports, including one about a retired school teacher who

was allegedly “pushed back” into Bangladesh. “These instances reflect a growing pattern of deportations conducted
by the Assam Police and administrative machinery through informal ‘push back’ mechanisms, without any judicial
oversight or adherence to the safeguards envisaged by the Constitution of India or this court,” it claimed. “The ‘push
back’ policy, as implemented, violates Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution by deporting individuals without due
process, thereby denying them the opportunity to contest their deportation and infringing upon their right to life and
personal liberty,” the plea claimed. It alleged that the indiscriminate application of deportation directives, coupled
with absence of proper identification, verification and notice mechanisms, has resulted in a situation where Indian
citizens were being wrongfully incarcerated and threatened with removal to foreign territories without lawful basis.
The plea sought a direction that no person shall be deported pursuant to the February 4 order without a prior reasoned
declaration by the foreigners tribunal, without adequate opportunity of appeal or review and verification of nationality
by the Ministry of External Affairs. It also sought a declaration that the “push back” policy adopted by Assam was
violative of Articles 14 (equality before law) and 21 (protection of life and personal liberty) of the Constitution and
contrary to binding judicial precedents. (PTI)

Over 20,000 people affected
and Urban Affairs regarding preparedness to tackle the ongoing crisis. The meeting was attended by Assistant

Commissioner Surabhi Srivastava, Moran circle officer Queen Gogoi, Tingkhong circle officer Dr Upasana
Duorah, and other departmental officials.

Following the meeting, the two senior officers visited the relief camp at No. 2 Bogibeel Lower Primary
School, interacted with inmates, and reviewed conditions on the ground. They also inspected the model flood
relief camp at Lezai Higher Secondary School and evaluated available facilities including clean drinking water,
separate rooms for men and women, sanitation, medical aid, and child-friendly spaces.

Assam launches ‘Gaja Mitra’ to
“With over 5,700 elephants currently residing in Assam and human encroachment steadily increasing, officials

warn that such confrontations are becoming unavoidable unless immediate action is taken,” he added.
Gaja Mitra represents a timely and much-needed response—blending conservation, innovation, and grassroots

engagement to shift the narrative from confrontation to coexistence.

‘Water and blood cannot flow
It said the delegation also interacted with Deputy Minister of Unity YB Saraswathy Kandasami during the

meeting with Parti Keadilan Rakyat. The delegation underscored the country’s principled and uncompromising
stance of zero tolerance towards terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, a statement said. In an interaction
with the Indian diaspora here, the delegation conveyed India’s resolute stance against cross-border terrorism
and emphasised that Operation Sindoor was a demonstration of India’s right to respond, pre-empt, and deter
future terrorist attacks. Diaspora members, including voices from the Malaysian Indian Muslim community,
unequivocally condemned terrorism, the statement said.

The delegation also visited the Ramakrishna Mission in Kuala Lumpur and paid floral tributes to the statue
of Swami Vivekananda. It also visited the Panchavati prayer hall and the Nivedita House. The team also inter-
acted with a 15-member delegation of the National Defence College (NDC), New Delhi, which is currently
undertaking a foreign country study tour to Malaysia, it said. The team also visited Torana Gate, a gift from the
people of India to Malaysia, which was inaugurated during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the country
in 2015. The Torana Gate in Little India, Kuala Lumpur, symbolises the unity and stands as a mark of strong
and continued friendship between India and Malaysia, the embassy said.

Apart from Jha, the delegation includes MPs Aparajita Sarangi, Abhishek Banerjee, Brij Lal, John Brittas,
Pradan Baruah, Hemang Joshi, former external affairs minister Salman Khurshid, and former ambassador
Mohan Kumar. The delegation to Malaysia is one of the seven multi-party delegations India has tasked to visit
33 global capitals to reach out to the international community to emphasise Pakistan’s links to terrorism.

Tensions between India and Pakistan escalated after the Pahalgam attack, which claimed 26 lives. India carried
out precision strikes on terror infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in the early hours of May 7,
following which Pakistan attempted to attack Indian military bases on May 8, 9, and 10. The Indian side responded
strongly to the Pakistani actions. The on-ground hostilities ended with an understanding of stopping the military
actions following talks between the directors general of military operations of both sides on May 10. (PTI)

Indore couple missing in M’laya
left for Meghalaya on May 20. As per Meghalaya police, the couple had arrived in Mawlakhiat village on

May 22 on a rented scooter. They trekked over 3,000 steps down a gorge to visit the famous ‘living roots’
bridges in Nongriat village, where they stayed the night in a homestay. On May 24, their scooter was found
abandoned outside a cafe along the road from Shillong to Sohra, as per police.

Heavy rainfall, landslides and low visibility have been major challenges for the rescue teams, armed with
drones, in the last few days, as per police in the north eastern state. Madhya Pradesh MPs Shankar Lalwani
and Sumer Singh Solanki had earlier reviewed the rescue operations with Meghalaya DGP I Nongrang and
Chief Secretary D P Wahlang, officials said.

Earlier, the deceased’s brother Sachin Raghuvanshi had claimed the couple may have been kidnapped and
had urged the use of the army to trace them. He had told reporters here that local hotel staff guides and those
renting out two-wheelers in the north eastern state may be involved in the disappearance. (PTI)
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Health minister Ashok Singhal 
reviews departmental performance

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 2: Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Minister Ashok Singhal on
Monday reviewed the functioning of the
Health and Family Welfare Department
during a meeting held at the National
Health Mission office in Guwahati.

The meeting was attended by senior of-
ficials including Commissioner & Secre-
taries P Ashok Babu and Barnali Sharma,
Commissioner & Secretary of Medical
Education and Research Dr Siddharth
Singh, Director of Health Services Dr
Umesh Phangcho, Director of Health
Services (Family Welfare) Kamaljit
Talukdar and Executive Director of the
National Health Mission, Assam, Dr
Manoj Choudhury.

The meeting reviewed various aspects
of the department’s work, including im-
plementation of schemes, infrastructure
development and the delivery of health
services, particularly in flood-affected
areas. 

Minister Singhal emphasized the need
for continuous health check-ups and
timely distribution of essential medicines
in relief shelters. He instructed doctors,
nurses and health workers to remain fully

alert to tackle the rise in waterborne and
other infectious diseases during and after
the floods. 

He also reviewed the department’s ef-
forts to control the spread of malaria in
the Indo-Bhutan border areas of Kokra-
jhar and Chirang districts.

During the meeting, the Minister iden-
tified several priority areas and issued di-
rections for immediate action. 

He directed the department to establish
a Fast Referral Unit (FRU) in each As-
sembly constituency to provide maternal,
pediatric and emergency health services. 

He also instructed the Director of
Ayush, Assam, to arrange regular yoga
training sessions at every Ayushman Ar-
ogya Mandir as part of the Fit India
Movement and to encourage community
participation in health awareness initia-

tives.
Minister Singhal stressed the impor-

tance of fully digitizing the administrative
and information systems of the depart-
ment to enhance efficiency and trans-
parency. He asked officials to ensure the
availability of essential medicines in
every government hospital across the
state. 

Additionally, he directed the depart-
ment to conduct regular training and per-
sonality development programs for
doctors, nurses, ASHA workers and all
healthcare staff to improve the quality of
service delivery.

The meeting also included a detailed
review of the current status of blood
banks in the state, the progress of Ayush-
man Bharat–Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY) and Ayushman
Assam–Mukkhya Mantri Jan Arogya Yo-
jana (AA-MMJAY) and precautionary
measures to be taken in light of the recent
rise in COVID-19 infections.

Minister Singhal emphasized the need
for a proactive and people-centric ap-
proach in delivering healthcare services,
especially in times of crisis like the ongo-
ing floods.

KKHSOU organises seminar on ‘Constitution
of India – Defender of Democracy’

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 2: Discipline
of Political Science of Krishna
Kanta Handiqui State Open Uni-
versity (KKHSOU), Guwahati, or-
ganised a seminar titled
“Constitution of India – Defender
of Democracy” at the University’s
City Office, Khanapara on May 29.

The event was held to celebrate
75 years of the Indian Constitution
under the banner of Samvidhan Ka
Amrit Mahotsav.

At the outset, Abhijit Bhuyan,
the seminar coordinator, outlined
the seminar’s objectives, linking it
to a national initiative by the Gov-
ernment. Professor Joydeep
Baruah, Director of Surya Kumar
Bhuyan School of Social Sciences,
KKHSOU delivered the welcome
address wherein he emphasized
that the Constitution envisioned
political equality as a pathway to
social and economic justice, as-
signing liberal democratic rights to
individuals on the one hand and
socio-economic responsibilities to
the state through the Directive
Principles of State Policy on the

other. 
Citing Ambedkar, he called for

renewed engagement with the
Constitution’s foundational com-
mitment to true equality. 

The keynote speaker of the sem-
inar was Professor Shantanu
Chakravarty- Dean, Humanities
and Social Sciences and Head of
the Department of Political Sci-
ence at Girijananda Choudhury
University. 

In his keynote address, Professor

Chakravarty praised the Constitu-
tion’s enduring role in sustaining
democracy in a diverse and un-
equal society. 

He discussed key constitutional
features such as Fundamental
Rights, Directive Principles, feder-
alism, secularism, linguistic and
cultural inclusivity, and judicial re-
view as pillars of democratic re-
silience. 

Significantly, the seminar car-
ried a segment for paper presenta-

tions by KKHSOU doctoral schol-
ars on themes like Fundamental
Rights, Directive Principles, feder-
alism, and the Sixth Schedule. 

In his presidential address, Vice
Chancellor of KKHSOU, Profes-
sor Rajendra Prasad Das empha-
sized the importance of organizing
such an event and appreciated the
Government’s initiative to cele-
brate the historic milestone of 75
years of the Constitution. 

He highlighted the value of such
commemorative efforts in sensitiz-
ing people, especially the youth,
about the Constitution. 

The Vice Chancellor noted that
beyond remembering a historic
document, events like this reaffirm
our collective commitment to the
core democratic ideals of liberty,
equality, justice, and fraternity. 

The seminar which saw the par-
ticipation of faculty members, of-
ficials, research scholars and staff
members of the University, con-
cluded with a formal vote of thanks
delivered by Dr. Jahnabi Devi, As-
sistant Professor (Political Sci-
ence) at KKHSOU.

HT Correspondent
MORIGAON, June 2: In a show of
strength and renewed enthusiasm, over
10,000 Congress supporters welcomed
newly appointed Assam Pradesh Congress
Committee (APCC) President Gaurav
Gogoi during his visit to Morigaon on Mon-
day.

Gogoi, on his maiden visit to the district
after assuming charge, was given a grand
reception by the Morigaon District Con-
gress Committee, led by Ramesh Ch. Bor-
doloi and senior party leader Sachi Mohan
Biswas. Traditional Bihu and Tiwa dance
performances at Morigaon Police Point set
a vibrant tone for the occasion, celebrating
the leader’s arrival.

Earlier in the day, the APCC President
was greeted by Congress workers at Bara-
pujia, from where a massive rally—com-
prising thousands of supporters—escorted
him to Morigaon town.

Upon arrival, Gaurav Gogoi paid a cour-
tesy visit to the family of former MLA late
Junjunali Barua at her residence, offering
his respects and acknowledging her contri-
butions to the party and the region.

Speaking to media persons, Gogoi ex-
pressed his heartfelt gratitude for the over-
whelming response.

“I didn’t expect such a large turnout, es-
pecially considering the bad weather con-
ditions. The people’s participation is a
positive sign for the Congress party,” said
Gogoi. “I am committed to strengthening
the party’s organizational structure starting
from the grassroots. Reviving and energiz-
ing the base is essential.”

He was accompanied by APCC
spokesperson Imdad Hussain and several
other senior leaders during the visit.

Chants and slogans in support of the new
APCC President echoed through the streets,
as party workers and citizens of Morigaon
enthusiastically rallied to mark the occa-
sion, reflecting hopes for a renewed push
for Congress in Assam’s political land-
scape.

Massive crowd welcomes
Gaurav Gogoi in Morigaon

Mass protest erupts in Margherita
over suspension of coal workers

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, June 2: In a powerful show
of solidarity and outrage, hundreds of coal work-
ers from North Eastern Coalfields (NECL)
Margherita and ANE Mining Private Limited
staged a mass protest on Saturday morning at the
Tikak weight bridge area, voicing strong oppo-
sition to a controversial directive allegedly is-
sued by ANE Mining Pvt. Ltd. to suspend
contract-based workers effective June 1.

The announcement has sparked widespread
panic and anger among the more than 400 af-
fected employees and has raised alarm bells
across the local business community.

According to Pallav Shyam Wailung, General
Secretary and Spokesperson of the Tirap Au-
tonomous District Council Demand Committee,
the abrupt suspension not only jeopardizes liveli-
hoods but also threatens to destabilize the entire
socio-economic fabric of Margherita region,
which heavily relies on coal operations for sur-
vival.

“A few years ago, six major collieries—Bar-
golai, Tikak East and West, Ledo OCP, Tirap,
and Tipong—were operational under NEC CIL.
Over time, due to environmental and other con-
cerns, only Tikak East Colliery (Expansion) re-
mained functional. Now, even that has come
under threat,” said Wailung.

He lamented that the 200-year-old Northeast-
ern Coalfields (a subsidiary of Coal India Ltd.),
once a symbol of industrial legacy in Assam, has

been reduced to ruins due to mismanagement
and lack of long-term vision.

“NEC is not just a company. It is a lifeline for
Margherita. From rickshaw pullers to shopkeep-
ers, from educational institutions to hospitals,
everyone is connected. Shutting down coal pro-
duction is not just shutting jobs—it’s shutting
down lives,” he said.

Wailung drew a sharp contrast between colo-
nial-era governance and the present-day han-
dling of the coal industry:

“The White Sahabs (British-era officials) laid
the foundation of industrial growth here. The
Black Sahabs (modern-day officials), instead of
strengthening it, have looted, exploited, and de-
stroyed this legacy. This is not an accusation; it’s
a lived reality,” he remarked.

The closure of all six collieries under NEC
CIL has triggered grave concerns, especially
given their contributions to local CSR initia-
tives—supplying electricity and water, operating
the VKV School in Bargolai, running the Central
Hospital in Margherita, and constructing public
infrastructure like latrines and toilets.

“We are now entering dark days in the
Margherita region,” Wailung warned, referring
to the current industrial stagnation.

The Tirap Autonomous District Council De-
mand Committee has called for the immediate
reopening of Tikak East, Tikak West, and Tirap
Collieries, utilizing the existing dumping
grounds to resume operations.

The Centre is envisioned as a beacon for cross disciplinary 
creativity, inspired by the values and legacy of the cultural titan

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 2: In a his-
toric and emotionally resonant
announcement that bridges the
past and the future, The Assam
Royal Global University on
Monday proudly welcomed
Amarjyoti Choudhury,
renowned scholar, scientist,
artist and visionary thinker as
Emeritus Prof and Chair of the
newly instituted ‘Dr Bhupen
Hazarika Centre for Creativity’. 

The significance of the occa-
sion was deeply amplified by
Prof. Amarjyoti Choudhury’s
heartfelt recitation of “Eta Gaan
Xex Hol,” a moving tribute to
Dr. Bhupen Hazarika. 

Addressing the gathering,
Amarjyoti Choudhury said, “I
am humbled and inspired to lead
a Centre that bears the name of
one of our greatest cultural
voices—Bhupen Hazarika. 

To awaken creativity in all its
forms and make education
speak the language of the heart
and creativity, that is our calling
now”. 

Speaking on the occasion, Mr
PJ Baruah, writer and former
Editor, The Assam Tribune said
that the Dr Bhupen Hazarika
Centre for Creativity will serve
as a vibrant crucible for innova-
tion and imagination, weaving
together music, art, culture, lit-
erature, science, philosophy, so-
cial ideologies and
sustainability. 

The Centre’s core philosophy
is simple but powerful: creativ-
ity must reach the soul of soci-
ety to spark true transformation. 

AK Pansari, Chancellor of
Assam Royal Global University
stated, “Prof. Choudhury who
stands tall among the rare minds
to seamlessly bridge the do-
mains of science, literature, phi-
losophy and the arts, brings with
him an unmatched depth of ex-
perience and insight. His accept-

ance of this pivotal role is a pro-
found moment for the Univer-
sity and the larger cultural fabric
of Assam”. 

In his address, Alak Kumar
Buragohain, Chairperson, (Aca-
demic) RGU stated, “The begin-
ning of the Dr Bhupen Hazarika
Centre for Creativity and the ap-
pointment of Dr Amarjyoti
Choudhury reaffirm RGU’s
commitment to nurturing liberal
art education that is rooted in
society and elevated by imagi-
nation, creativity and critical
thinking.” 

“The centre is envisioned as
a beacon for cross disciplinary
creativity, inspired by the val-
ues and legacy of the cultural
titan, Dr Bhupen Hazarika,” he
added.

In a special note of endorse-
ment, music legend and cultural
icon Lou Majaw expressed his
delight at the development. 

“Dr Amarjyoti Choudhury
and Bhupen Hazarika…what a
combination! One sang with the
sky in his voice, the other walks
with poetry in his mind. The
centre is going to light up the
spirit of the youth like never be-
fore,” said Lou Majaw in his
landmark lyrical style. 

As Assam and the world pre-
pare to celebrate the birth cente-
nary of Dr Bhupen Hazarika,
this initiative brings  the univer-
sity ever closer to society, echo-
ing the bard’s own mission of
blending intellect with empathy,
knowledge with melody, and ed-
ucation with expression within
the larger framework of Dr Haz-
arika’s humanism. 

The university extends its
heartfelt gratitude to Choudhury
for taking on this meaningful
journey and invites students,
artists, thinkers and dreamers to
be part of this new chapter,
where creativity becomes both
compass and companion.

HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, June 2: The All Adivasi Students’
Association of Assam (AASAA) held a sit-in
protest at Chowkidinghee in Dibrugarh on Monday
advocating for longstanding issues related to the
rights and welfare of Adivasi communities in
Assam. 

The demonstrators called for several key de-
mands, including recognition of Scheduled Tribe
(ST) status, fair wages for tea garden workers, land
rights, and healthcare benefits for retired tea work-
ers.

The protesters urged the immediate recognition
of Adivasi communities in the state including the
Oraon, Munda, Santhal, Kharia, and Garh on the
Scheduled Tribes (ST) list. 

Furthermore, the organisation called for the is-
suance of Other Backward Class (OBC) certificates
to Tea Tribes using the designation “Adivasi,” in-

stead of the broad term “Tea Tribes,” asserting that
the generic label undermines the unique identities
of individual tribal communities. 

Another prominent demand focused on raising
the minimum daily wage for tea garden workers to
Rs 550. The protesters noted that the last increase
in minimum wages occurred in 2016, with workers
receiving only temporary wage hikes since then.

AASAA also sought land pattas for Adivasis
who have lived on surplus ceiling land, government
land, and forest areas for generations. 

Moreover, AASAA called for healthcare benefits
for retired tea workers, including lifelong free med-
ical care and transportation, placing the responsi-
bility on tea garden management.

After the demonstration, AASAA submitted a
formal memorandum containing their demands to
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma through Di-
brugarh District Commissioner Bikram Kairi.

HT Bureau
DIPHU, June 2: PM SHRI Kendriya
Vidyalaya Diphu has launched its Bharatiya
Bhasha Summer Camp, which will run from
June 2 to June 10 on the school campus. The
camp aims to celebrate the rich linguistic and
cultural diversity of India, while fostering ap-
preciation for regional languages.

The week-long event offers students the
chance to learn the Assamese language through
a variety of engaging activities, including in-
teractive workshops, storytelling sessions, cul-
tural performances, and literary programs.
Speaking on the occasion, Principal Dr. Suren-
der Singh shared his enthusiasm for the initia-
tive: “This camp is a wonderful platform for
our students to embrace the linguistic and cul-
tural heritage of our country.” The theme of the
camp is “Learn One More Bharatiya Bhasha,”
highlighting the importance of multilingualism
and national unity through language learning.

Prof Amarjyoti Choudhury to
lead Dr Bhupen Hazarika

Centre for Creativity at RGU

Bharatiya Bhasha Summer
Camp launched

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, June 2: In the wake of se-
vere floods impacting more than 15 villages
under the Margherita Revenue Circle, the
Margherita Co-District Administration, in
close coordination with the Tinsukia District
Administration, has launched and sustained a
comprehensive relief and rehabilitation mis-
sion to support affected communities.

As of now, 21 relief camps have been es-
tablished across the affected areas, providing
temporary shelter and essential supplies to
displaced families. “Relief materials, includ-
ing food, drinking water, and basic necessi-
ties, have been adequately supplied to all
camps to ensure immediate sustenance,” offi-
cials confirmed.

To support the nutritional needs of children,
the ICDS Project Margherita has been ac-
tively distributing nutritional food supple-
ments, with dedicated Anganwadi workers
ensuring timely and adequate coverage.

In an effort to safeguard public health and
hygiene, the Public Health Engineering De-
partment (PHED) has installed temporary toi-
lets and is distributing bleaching powder in
flood-affected areas to prevent the outbreak of
waterborne diseases.

Medical teams from the Margherita Urban
Primary Health Centre (UPHC) and Ketetong
Block Primary Health Centre (BPHC) are
conducting regular health camps in the relief
sites. These teams are monitoring health con-
ditions, offering immediate medical assis-
tance, and helping mitigate the risks of
communicable diseases during this emer-
gency.

In recognition of the needs of livestock
owners, animal fodder has already been dis-
tributed in over 12 villages, with distribution
ongoing to ensure comprehensive coverage.

Circle Officer of Margherita, along with as-
signed Magistrates and Land Revenue Assis-
tants (LRAs), are carrying out on-site visits to
the camps to supervise operations, ensure the
efficient delivery of services, and interact di-
rectly with affected residents.

The administration also acknowledged the
crucial role played by gaon pradhans, police
personnel, and local volunteers, who have
been working round-the-clock to support op-
erations, provide logistics assistance, and
maintain public order.

According to the latest bulletin from the
Water Resources Department, the water levels
of both the Buridehing and Tirap rivers are re-
ceding, providing a positive outlook and rais-
ing hope for a return to normalcy in the days
ahead. The district administration assures that
all necessary steps will continue to be taken
to support the affected population and restore
livelihoods and infrastructure in the aftermath
of the floods.

Margherita admin intensifies flood
relief and rehabilitation operations

Issues key directives to strengthen services in flood-affected areas

Minor boy drowns in 
Jamuna River at Manja

HT Bureau
DIPHU, June 2: In a heartbreaking
incident, a minor boy drowned in
the Jamuna River at Manja, Karbi
Anglong, on Sunday afternoon. The
child’s body, which had gone miss-
ing, was recovered today (June 2)
after a tireless search operation.

The rescue effort was jointly car-
ried out by the State Disaster Re-
sponse Force (SDRF), Kuki
Students’ Organisation (Manja
Unit), and the Kuki Colony Village
Authority.

As per reports, the child was at
the riverbank with his mother when
he accidentally slipped into the
water. In a desperate attempt to save
him, the mother also entered the
river but was unable to rescue her
son. She narrowly escaped drown-
ing and was saved by a local youth,
Thangminhao Lhouvum, son of
Pastor Thangkhojang Lhouvum.

The mother is currently undergo-
ing treatment at the Diphu Medical
College & Hospital (DMC&H) in
Karbi Anglong.

The tragic incident has cast a pall
of grief over the community, and
local leaders have extended their
condolences to the bereaved family.

Cattle feed
distributed 

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 2: In response
to the recent floods, the Kamrup
district administration distributed
approximately 700 quintals of cattle
feed across 10 flood-affected vil-
lages under the Jalukbari Legisla-
tive Assembly constituency. The
affected villages include Dharapur,
Majirgaon, Kendukuchi, Agchia,
Garal, and Mirzapur.

The cattle feed distribution drive
saw the presence of Jibon Krishna
Goswami, Sub-Divisional Officer
(Civil) of Jalukbari, along with
Apratim Goswami, Circle Officer
of Azara Revenue Circle, and Ranjit
Bhattacharya, General Secretary of
the BJP’s State Kisan Morcha. Sev-
eral government officials and local
residents also participated in the ini-
tiative.

CEM Boro chairs 43rd

executive council
meeting of BTC

HT Bureau
KOKRAJHAR, June 2: The 43rd
Executive Council (EC) meeting of
the Bodoland Territorial Council
(BTC) was held on Monday at the
BTC Secretariat Conference Hall,
Bodofa Nwgwr, Kokrajhar. The
meeting was chaired by BTR Chief
Executive Member (CEM) Pramod
Boro.

The session focused on expedit-
ing the implementation of govern-
ment schemes, strengthening
public service delivery, and pro-
moting inclusive and holistic de-
velopment across the Bodoland
Territorial Region (BTR).

Senior members of the Execu-
tive Council and heads of various
departments attended the meeting,
which featured a comprehensive
review of ongoing projects and de-
liberations on strategic measures to
ensure effective governance.

Speaking after the meeting,
CEM Pramod Boro stated:

“I’m delighted to have chaired
the Executive Council meeting at
the BTC Secretariat today. The
meeting emphasized accelerating
the pace of scheme implementa-
tion, enhancing delivery of public
services, and driving the holistic
development of the BTR.”

He also underscored the impor-
tance of coordination among de-
partments and timely execution to
fulfill the aspirations of the re-
gion’s people.

The meeting reaffirmed the
Council’s commitment to good
governance, transparency, and peo-
ple-centric development across the
BTC-administered areas.

AASAA stages protest in 
Dibrugarh over various demands 

Constitution’s enduring role in sustaining democracy in a diverse and unequal society hailed
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The India-Pakistan crisis of
May 2025, a 65-hour con-
flagration from 1 a.m. on

May 7 to 5 p.m. on May 10,
marked a perilous chapter in the
fraught history of South Asia’s
nuclear-armed neighbors. Trig-
gered by a horrific terrorist attack
on April 22, 2025, in Pahalgam,
Indian-administered Kashmir,
which claimed 26 lives, India’s
retaliatory Operation Sindoor tar-
geted alleged terrorist sites in
Pakistan and Pakistan-adminis-
tered Kashmir. Pakistan’s re-
sponse, though described as
inefficacious, escalated tensions,
drawing global attention to the
ever-present specter of nuclear
conflict. The crisis culminated in
a U.S.-brokered ceasefire, an-
nounced by President Donald
Trump on May 10, 2025, via his
Truth Social platform: “After a
long night of talks mediated by
the United States, I am pleased to
announce that India and Pakistan
have agreed to a FULL AND IM-
MEDIATE CEASEFIRE.” Yet,
the cryptic tweet by former In-
dian Chief of the Army Staff,
Gen. V.P. Malik, posted on the
same day, posed a sobering ques-
tion: “Ceasefire 10 May 25: We
have left India’s future history to
ask what politico-strategic ad-
vantages, if any, were gained
after its kinetic and non-kinetic
actions post Pakistani horrific
terror strike in Pahalgam on 22
Apr[il].” Malik’s reflection in-
vites a deeper examination of the
lessons from this brief but in-
tense episode, revealing enduring
truths about the India-Pakistan
dynamic, the limits of conven-
tional deterrence, and the evolv-
ing role of third-party
back-channeling in crisis man-
agement.

The first lesson is the undeni-
able reality of third-party back-
channeling in mitigating
India-Pakistan crises. Unlike for-
mal mediation, which involves
structured arbitration with de-
fined issues and binding resolu-
tions, back-channeling is fluid
and informal, characterized by
discreet messages relayed
through intermediaries to de-es-
calate tensions. The May 2025
crisis saw robust U.S. involve-
ment, with Secretary of State
Marco Rubio and Vice President
J.D. Vance engaging senior offi-
cials, including Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Pakistani Prime Minister She-

hbaz Sharif. Rubio’s statement
on May 10 underscored this ef-
fort, announcing that both na-
tions had agreed to an immediate
ceasefire and to initiate talks on
a “broad set of issues at a neutral
site.” This mirrored the 2021
ceasefire agreement, where the
Directors General of Military
Operations (DGMOs) committed
to addressing “core issues and
concerns which have the propen-
sity to disturb peace and lead to
violence.” The United Arab Emi-
rates also played a pivotal role,
continuing its history of facilitat-
ing discreet talks, as seen in the
2023 ceasefire negotiations. This
back-channeling, while effective
in halting immediate hostilities,
contrasts with India’s traditional
rejection of third-party media-
tion, particularly on Kashmir,
highlighting a tension between
bilateral rhetoric and the practical
necessity of external interven-
tion.

The second lesson concerns
the intrinsic limitations of con-
ventional deterrence against
semi-state actors. India’s Opera-
tion Sindoor, launched on May 7,
2025, aimed to dismantle terror-
ist infrastructure linked to groups
like Lashkar-e-Taiba, which
India accused of orchestrating
the Pahalgam attack. The opera-
tion, backed by advanced
weaponry like the BrahMos mis-
sile, sought to project strength
and deter future attacks. How-
ever, Pakistan’s retaliatory
strikes, including the downing of
Indian aircraft, exposed the vul-
nerabilities of such strategies.
Pakistan claimed its response re-
stored conventional deterrence,
preventing India from expanding
the conflict under the nuclear
overhang. Yet, the question re-
mains: can kinetic strikes deter
non-state actors who operate
with plausible deniability from

Pakistani soil? The unclear re-
sults of Operation Sindoor, cou-
pled with Pakistan’s unchanged
support for militant groups, sug-
gest that conventional deterrence
struggles to address the root
causes of terrorism, leaving the
threat of future attacks unre-
solved.

Third, the crisis underscored
Pakistan’s persistent attempts to
hyphenate itself with India on the
global stage, a strategy that seeks
to frame the two nations as equal
rivals despite their economic and
strategic disparities. Pakistan’s
military response and nuclear
signaling during the crisis, in-
cluding convening its National
Command Au-
thority, aimed to
reassert its rele-
vance and draw
in t e rna t i ona l
focus to Kashmir. While India’s
economic rise has shifted global
perceptions, Pakistan’s align-
ment with China and its nuclear
arsenal ensure it remains a strate-
gic concern for the West. This
hyphenation, though less suc-
cessful than in previous decades,
complicates India’s efforts to iso-
late Pakistan diplomatically, par-
ticularly when global attention
shifts from terrorism to the risks
of nuclear escalation.

The fourth lesson is the ab-
sence of institutional off-ramps
to de-escalate India-Pakistan
crises. Unlike the Cuban Missile
Crisis, which established clear
red lines between nuclear pow-
ers, the May 2025 episode re-
vealed a dangerous lack of
shared strategic understanding.
The 2019 Balakot crisis and the
2025 conflict both demonstrated
that once escalation begins, there
are few mechanisms to halt the
spiral. The South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) remains paralyzed, of-

fering no platform for regional
mediation. The reliance on ad-
hoc back-channeling, while ef-
fective in this instance,
underscores the fragility of crisis
management in a region where
domestic pressures—Modi’s
need to project strength and Pak-
istan’s military asserting its re-
solve—can override restraint.

Fifth, Pakistan’s status as a
strategic project of the West, de-
spite its tactical convergence
with China, remains evident. The
U.S. designation of Pakistan as a
Major Non-NATO Ally
(MNNA), contrasted with India’s
lack of similar status, sends
mixed signals. While the U.S.
urged Pakistan to curb terrorism,
its diplomatic engagement with
Islamabad during the crisis, in-
cluding Rubio’s call to General
Asim Munir on May 9, rein-
forced Pakistan’s geopolitical
relevance. China’s intelligence
support during the crisis, includ-
ing aiding Pakistan in downing
Indian aircraft, further compli-
cated the strategic landscape,
highlighting the interplay of
great-power politics in South
Asia.

The sixth lesson is the United
States’ enduring role as the prin-

cipal actor in
de-escalating
India-Pakistan
tensions. The
American back-

channeling tradition, dating back
to Robert Gates’ 1990 mission to
avert nuclear escalation, was ev-
ident in 2025. Gates’ visit,
prompted by intelligence about
Pakistan mating nuclear weapons
with delivery systems, set a
precedent for U.S. intervention.
Similar efforts occurred during
the 1999 Kargil War, the 2001–
2002 Operation Parakram, and
the 2008 Mumbai attacks, where
discreet diplomacy tempered In-
dian responses. The 2016 Uri
surgical strikes also saw quiet
U.S. efforts to maintain restraint.
However, the 2025 crisis marked
a shift: unlike earlier interven-
tions, where mediators avoided
public credit, Trump’s announce-
ment and Rubio’s statement
openly claimed U.S. leadership.
This contrasted with India’s insis-
tence, articulated by Foreign Sec-
retary Vikram Misri, that the
ceasefire was a bilateral decision,
reflecting domestic sensitivities
about perceived external pressure.

The distinction between back-

channeling and third-party medi-
ation is critical. Mediation, as de-
fined in international law,
involves formalized arbitration
with agreed-upon mediators re-
solving specific disputes. Back-
channeling, as practiced in May
2025, is less structured, relying
on intermediaries to convey mes-
sages and urge restraint. This in-
formality allows flexibility but
lacks the binding commitments
of mediation, making it a prag-
matic but imperfect tool for crisis
management. India’s rejection of
mediation, particularly on Kash-
mir, stems from its view that bilat-
eral dialogue is sufficient, yet the
reliance on U.S. and UAE back-
channeling suggests otherwise.

The politico-strategic out-
comes of Operation Sindoor re-
main ambiguous, as Gen. Malik’s
tweet implied. India’s strikes
aimed to signal a “new normal”
in responding to terrorism, with
Modi declaring that any future
attack would be treated as an act
of war. However, the loss of In-
dian aircraft, including Rafales,
and Pakistan’s ability to retaliate
exposed strategic limits. Diplo-
matically, India faced setbacks,
with global attention shifting to
Kashmir and Trump’s mediation
offer challenging India’s stance
against third-party involvement.
Pakistan, meanwhile, bolstered
its military’s domestic standing
and secured U.S. intervention, re-
inforcing its strategic relevance
despite economic woes.

The May 2025 crisis reveals a
volatile India-Pakistan dynamic,
where nuclear risks, domestic
pressures, and global interven-
tions shape outcomes. The re-
liance on back-channeling, while
effective in averting catastrophe,
underscores the absence of
durable mechanisms to prevent
future escalations. As Modi nav-
igates domestic criticism and
Pakistan balances its alliances,
the ceasefire remains a tactical
pause, not a strategic resolution.
The lessons of those 65 hours—
back-channeling’s necessity, de-
terrence’s limits, Pakistan’s
hyphenation efforts, the lack of
off-ramps, Western strategic in-
terests, and U.S. primacy—high-
light the need for sustained
dialogue and regional frame-
works to address the root causes
of conflict, lest South Asia re-
main perpetually on the brink.
(The writer can be reached at di-
pakkurmiglpltd@gmail.com)

By: Diganta Barooah

Agriculture is a State subject and Gov-
ernment of India supports the efforts
of States through appropriate policy

measures, budgetary allocation and various
schemes/ programmes. The various schemes/
programmes of the Government of India are
meant for the welfare of farmers by increas-
ing production, remunerative returns and in-
come support to farmers. The Government
has substantially enhanced the budget alloca-
tion of Department of Agriculture & Farm-
ers’ Welfare (DA&FW) from ₹ 21,933.50
crore BE during 2013-14 to ₹ 1,22,528.77
crore BE during 2024-25. Schemes/pro-
grammes initiated by DA&FW are conceptu-
alised and implemented taken in
consideration of improving the economic
condition of farmers owning small handhold-
ings, access to credit and to enhance overall
income of farmers and remunerative returns
in the agriculture sector. Central Sector
Schemes

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN) Scheme : 

PM-KISAN is a central sector scheme
launched on 24th February 2019 to supple-
ment financial needs of land holding farmers,
subject to exclusions. Under the scheme, fi-
nancial benefit of ₹ 6000 per year is trans-
ferred in three equal four-monthly
installments into the bank accounts of farm-
ers’ families across the country, through Di-
rect Benefit Transfer (DBT) mode. Till now,
₹ 2.81 lakh crores have been transferred
through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) to
more than 11 crores beneficiaries (Farmers)
through various instalments.

Pradhan Mantri Kisan MaanDhan Yo-
jana (PM-KMY):

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maandhan Yojna
(PMKMY) is a central sector scheme
launched on 12th September 2019 to provide
security to the most vulnerable farmer fami-
lies. PM-KMY is a contributory scheme,
small and marginal farmers (SMFs), subject
to exclusion criteria, can opt to become
member of the scheme by paying monthly
subscription to the Pension Fund. Similar,
amount will be contributed by the Central
Government.The applicants between the age
group of 18 to 40 years will have to con-
tribute between ₹ 55 to ₹ 200 per month till
they attain the age of 60. PMKMY is taking
care of the farmers during their old age and
provides ₹ 3,000 monthly pension to the en-
rolled farmers once they attain 60 years of
age, subject to exclusion criteria. Life In-
surance Corporation (LIC) is pension fund
manager and registration of beneficiaries is
done through CSC and State Govts. So far
23.38 lakh farmers have enrolled under the
scheme.

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY) :

PMFBY was launched in 2016 in order to
provide a simple and affordable crop insur-
ance product to ensure comprehensive risk
cover for crops to farmers against all non-
preventable natural risks from pre-sowing to
post-harvest and to provide adequate claim
amount. The scheme is demand driven and
available for all farmers. A total of 5549.40
lakh farmer applications were insured under
the scheme since 2016-17 and ₹ 1,50,589.10
crore has been paid as claim.

Modified Interest Subvention Scheme
(MISS) :

The Interest Subvention Scheme (ISS) pro-
vides concessional short term agri-loans to
the farmers practicing crop husbandry and
other allied activities like animal husbandry,
dairying and fisheries. ISS is available to
farmers availing short term crop loans up to
₹ 3.00 lakh at an interest rate of 7% per
annum for one year. Additional 3% subven-
tion is also given to the farmers for prompt
and timely repayment of loans thus reducing
the effective rate of interest to 4% per annum.
The benefit of ISS is also available for post-
harvest loans against Negotiable Warehouse
Receipts (NWRs) on crop loans for a further
period of six months post-harvest to small
and marginal farmers having Kisan Credit
Cards (KCCs), on occurrence of natural
calamities and severe natural calamities. As
on 5th January, 2024, 465.42 lakh new KCC
applications have been sanctioned with a
sanctioned credit limit of ₹ 5,69,974 crore as
part of the drive.

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund
(AIF) :

In order to address the existing infrastruc-
ture gaps and mobilize investment in agricul-
ture infrastructure, Agri Infra Fund was
launched under Aatmanirbhar Bharat Pack-
age. AIF was introduced with a vision to
transform the agriculture infrastructure land-
scape of the country. The Agriculture Infra-
structure Fund is a medium - long term debt
financing facility for investment in viable
projects for post- harvest management infra-
structure and community farming assets
through interest subvention and credit guar-
antee support. The Fund of ₹ 1 lakh crore
under the scheme will be disbursed from FY
2020-21 to FY2025-26 and the support under
the scheme will be provided for the duration
of FY2020-21 to FY2032-33. Under the
scheme, ₹ 1 Lakh Crore will be provided by
banks and financial institutions as loans with
interest subvention of 3% per annum and
credit guarantee coverage under CGTMSE
for loans up to ₹ 2 Crores. Further, each en-
tity is eligible to get the benefit of the scheme
for up to 25 projects located in different LGD
codes. Eligible beneficiaries include Farm-
ers, Agri-entrepreneurs, Start-ups, Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS), Mar-
keting Cooperative Societies, Farmer Pro-
ducers Organizations (FPOs), Self Help

Group (SHG), Joint Liability Groups (JLG),
Multipurpose Cooperative Societies, Cen-
tral/State agency or Local Body sponsored
Public Private Partnership Projects, State
Agencies, Agricultural Produce Market
Committees (Mandis), National & State Fed-
erations of Cooperatives, Federations of
FPOs (Farmer Produce Organizations) and
Federations of Self Help Groups (SHGs). As
on 31-12-2023, ₹ 33.209 Crores have been
sanctioned for 44,912 projects under AIF, out
of this total sanctioned amount, ₹ 25,504
Crores is covered under scheme benefits.
These sanctioned projects have mobilized an
investment of ₹ 56.471 Crores in agriculture
sector. 

Formation  & Promotion of new 10,000
FPOs : 

The Government of India launched the
Central Sector Scheme (CSS) for “Formation
and Promotion of 10,000 Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs)” in the year 2020. The
scheme has a total budgetary outlay of ₹
6865 crores. Formation & promotion of
FPOs are to be done through Implementing
Agencies (IAs), which further engage Cluster
Based Business Organizations (CBBOs) to
form & provide professional handholding
support to FPOs for a period of 5 years. FPOs
get a financial assistance upto ₹ 18.00 lakh
per FPO for a period of 03 years. In addition
to this, provision has been made for matching
equity grant upto ₹ 2,000 per farmer member
of FPO with a limit of ₹ 15.00 lakh per FPO
and a credit guarantee facility upto ₹ 2 crore
of project loan per FPO from eligible lending
institution to ensure institutional credit acces-
sibility to FPOs. Suitable provisions have
been made for training and skill development
of FPOs. Further, FPOs are onboarded on
National Agriculture Market (e-NAM) plat-
form which facilitate online trading of their
agricultural commodities through transparent
price discovery method to enable FPOs to re-
alize better remunerative prices for their pro-
duce. As on 31st December, 2023, total 7,774
FPOs were registered under the scheme in
the country. National beekeeping and Honey
Mission (NBHM) : Keeping in view the im-
portance of beekeeping, a new Central Sector
Scheme entitled National Beekeeping &
Honey Mission (NBHM) was launched in
2020 under Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan for
its implementation in the field for overall
promotion and development of scientific bee-
keeping & to achieve the goal of “Sweet
Revolution”. Some of the achievements in-
clude; 
✓ Honeybees/ beekeeping have been ap-

proved as 5th Input for Agriculture. 
✓ 4 World Class State of the Art Honey

Testing Labs and 35 Mini Honey Testing
Labs have been sanctioned under National
Beekeeping & Honey Mission (NBHM) for
testing of honey. 
✓ Madhukranti portal has been launched

for online registration of Beekeepers/ Honey
Societies/ Firms/ Companies.

Till date 23 lakhs bee colonies registered
on Portal. 
✓ 100 Honey FPOs targeted under 10,000

FPOs scheme in the country. 88 FPOs have
been registered by NAFED, NDDB &
TRIFED. 
✓ 25 States/UTs have been covered under

NBHM under MM-I, II & III. 
✓ 160 Projects sanctioned under MM- I,

II & III of ₹ 202.00 crores. 
Market Intervention Scheme and Price

support Scheme (MIS-PSS) :
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare

implements the Price Support Scheme (PSS)
for procurement of pulses, oilseeds and
copra. Market Intervention Scheme (MIS)
for procurement of agricultural and horticul-
tural commodities which are perishable in
nature and are not covered under the Price
Support Scheme (PSS). The objective of in-
tervention is to protect the growers of these
commodities from making distress sale in the
event of a bumper crop during the peak ar-
rival period when the prices tend to fall
below economic levels and cost of produc-
tion. 

Namo Drone Didi : 
The Government has recently approved a

Central Sector Scheme for providing drones
to the Women Self Help Group (SHGs) for
the period from 2024-25 to 2025-26 with an
outlay of ₹ 1261 Crores. The scheme aims to
provide drones to 15000 selected Women
Self Help Group (SHGs) for providing rental
services to farmers for agriculture purpose
(application of fertilizers and pesticides).
Under this Scheme, Central Financial Assis-
tance @ 80% of the cost of drone and acces-
sories/ancillary charges upto a maximum of
₹ 8.0 Lakhs will be provided to the women
SHGs for purchase of drones. The Cluster
Level Federations (CLFs) of SHGs may raise
the balance amount (total cost of procure-
ment minus subsidy) as loan under National
Agriculture Infra Financing Facility (AIF).
Interest subvention @ 3% on the AIF loan
will be provided to the CLFs. The scheme
will also provide sustainable business and
livelihood support to SHGs and they would
be able to earn additional income of at least
of ₹ 1.0 lakh per annum.

Centrally Sponsored Schemes : 
Rastriya Krishi Vikas Yojana- Detailed

Project Report based schemes (RKVY-
DPR) : 

The scheme focuses on creation of pre &
post-harvest infrastructure in agriculture and
allied sectors that help in supply of quality
inputs, market facilities, etc to farmers. It
provides flexibility and autonomy to states to
implement projects as per the local farmers’
needs and priorities from a bouquet of activ-
ities in agriculture and allied sectors. The
scheme aims to fill the resources gap of agri-

culture and allied sectors by providing finan-
cial support to states for undertaking various
activities to increase in overall growth of
agriculture and allied sectors and farmers’ in-
come. Under RKVY Agri-startup Pro-
gramme, since 2019-20, 1524 Start-ups have
been selected and ₹ 106.25 crore released as
grants-in-aid for funding the Start-ups. 

Soil Health Card (SHC) : 
Soil health card provides information to

farmers on nutrient status of their soil along
with recommendation on appropriate dosage
of nutrients to be applied for improving soil
health and its fertility. The indicators are typ-
ically based on farmers’ practical experience
and knowledge of local natural resources.
The card lists soil health indicators that can
be assessed without the aid of technical or
laboratory equipment. The Scheme rolls out
a decentralized system of soil testing which
will help in developing a nationwide soil fer-
tility map on a GIS platform that can easily
be integrated with the real time decision sup-
port systems being developed. In order to de-
velop the soil fertility map, Government of
India has decided to conduct 5 Crore Soil
Samples across the country during year
2023-24 to 2025-26. 

Rainfed Area Development (RAD)
Scheme :

RAD is being implemented since 2014-15.
RAD adopts an area based approach in clus-
ter mode for promoting Integrated Farming
System (IFS) which focuses on multi-crop-
ping, rotational cropping, inter-cropping,
mixed cropping practices with allied activi-
ties like horticulture, livestock, fishery, api-
culture etc. to enable farmers not only in
maximizing the farm returns for sustaining
livelihood, but also to mitigate the impacts of
drought, flood or other extremes weather
events. An amount of ₹ 1673.58 crores has
been released and an area of 7.13 lakh
hectare has been covered under RAD pro-
gramme from the year 2014-15 to till date. 

Per Drop More Crop (PDMC) Scheme :
In order to increase water use efficiency at

the farm level through Micro Irrigation tech-
nologies i.e. drip and sprinkler irrigation sys-
tems, Per Drop More Crop (PDMC) scheme
was launched during 2015-16. The Micro Ir-
rigation helps in water saving as well as re-
duced fertilizer usage through fertigation,
labour expenses, other input costs and overall
income enhancement of farmers. It also sup-
ports micro level water harvesting, storage,
management etc. activities as Other Interven-
tions (OI) to supplement source creation for
Micro Irrigation. OI activities allowed on
need basis up to 40% of the total allocation
for North East States, Himalayan States,
Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh and up to 20%
for other States. An area of 78 lakh hectare
has been covered under Micro irrigation
through the PDMC scheme from 2015-16 to
2022-23. (... to be continued)
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Keralites woke up on May 24 last to the horrifying news
of a Liberian-flagged cargo ship, MSC Elsa 3, sinking
just 27 km away from the State’s coast, spilling haz-

ardous cargo of calcium carbide, diesel and furnace oil. The
184-metre-long container vessel had sailed from the Vizhin-
jam port near Thiruvananthapuram on May 23 for Kochi,
with entry and docking scheduled for Saturday. It developed
what was described as significant ‘list’, a technical term for
a sideways tilt - towards the starboard side en route to
Kochi. Apart from a Dornier aircraft, Coast Guard fast petrol
vessel, Arnvesh, two merchant ships in the vicinity - MV
Han Yi and MSC Silver 2 - participated in the rescue oper-
ation. INS Sujatha joined the operation on Sunday. While
the scale of leakage is being assessed, experts are of the
view that its impact can cause serious damage to sensitive
marine eco-systems. It could also disrupt fishing activities,
affecting fishermen in coastal regions. Marine productivity,
especially during the monsoon - a crucial period for pelagic
fish breeding and growth - is also under serious threat.
MSC Elsa 3, 28 years of age, reportedly had on board 640
containers, triggering speculation about its being over-
weight and the vessel being un-portworthy. Some contain-
ers have been washed ashore. But the extent of damage
must await a detailed inspection.

Preliminary reports say that there has been significant oil
leak from the vessel. A statewide alert has been issued.
Fishers have been advised against venturing into the sea.
Fishing activities are strictly prohibited within a 20-nautical-
mile radius of the sunken vessel. According to an official
advisory, the leaking fuel was drifting at a speed of approx-
imately 3kmph, posing serious environmental and naviga-
tional threats. A Dornier aircraft which sprays dispersant to
break up the oil has been deployed. The Director-General
of Coast Guard, who heads the National Oil Spill Disaster
Contingency Plan, is directly overseeing the response ef-
forts.  Removing oil spills from sea is difficult even under
normal circumstances and in calm waters. But quick dam-
age-control measures have been initiated. Indian Navy ves-
sel INS Sujatha managed to rescue three crew members
of MSC Elsa 3, who had remained aboard to assist in sal-
vage operations. The Kochi-based Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute(CMFRI) will conduct field surveys, col-
lect samples and track the spill’s movement. Meanwhile,
the Union Government is said to be working on a proposal
to fix the lifespan of vessels operating in Indian waters. The
Kerala oil spill underlines the need to enhance the inspec-
tion regime to ensure that vessels operating in Indian wa-
ters comply with maritime norms. The Director-General of
Shipping has voiced fears about some old vessels operat-
ing in Indian waters. He also hinted at a proposal to fix the
lifespan of vessels.

Experts say old vessels can have operational problems
because of outdated technology, wear and tear, and corro-
sion. While it is mandatory for vessels to undergo dry dock-
ing every five years to ensure seaworthiness, improper
maintenance can pose challenges. If maintained properly,
the lifespan of a cargo ship may extend to 30 years. How-
ever, corrosion, wear and tear of mechanical parts and ab-
sence of modern navigational equipment raise questions
about their fitness.

Kerala oil spill disaster
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
If you want a thing done well, do it yourself

- Napoleon Bonaparte

America’s role in navigating the India-Pakistan faultline

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Dipak Kurmi
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Parent–child communication: A growing concern in families
By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

The relationship between parents and chil-
dren is one of the most crucial aspects of
family dynamics. It shapes how children

view the world and influences their emotional and
psychological development. Effective communi-
cation is the bedrock of a healthy parent–child re-
lationship, fostering trust, understanding, and
empathy. However, in recent years, a growing
concern has emerged: the widening communica-
tion gap between parents and children. This gap is
not only affecting family relationships but also
contributing to various social and psychological
issues in children and adolescents. The evolution
of technology, changes in societal norms, and
shifting family structures are playing significant
roles in this phenomenon, making it imperative for
families to reassess how they engage with one an-
other.

At the core of this communication gap lies a
simple yet often overlooked truth—communica-
tion is a two-way street. It involves both speaking
and listening, as well as understanding and re-
sponding with empathy. However, in many mod-
ern households, the dialogue between parents and
children has become increasingly one-sided, with
children either remaining silent or expressing
themselves in ways that parents struggle to com-
prehend. The causes of this breakdown in commu-
nication are manifold, stemming from both
generational differences and external pressures. As
the pace of life quickens and societal expectations
change, families are finding it more difficult to
maintain the open channels of communication that
are essential for emotional connection.

One of the most significant factors contributing
to this communication gap is the advent of tech-
nology. Children today are digital natives, grow-
ing up in a world saturated with smartphones,
social media, and instant messaging. These tech-
nologies have transformed the way children com-
municate with their peers, often replacing
face-to-face interaction with text messages, social
media posts, and online gaming. For many par-
ents, these digital platforms are unfamiliar terri-
tory. The rapid rise of technology has created a
cultural divide between parents, who may struggle
to understand the digital landscape, and children,
who are immersed in it. This divide can lead to
misunderstandings, with parents viewing their
children’s screen time as excessive or even detri-

mental, while children may perceive their parents
as out of touch with their realities.

Moreover, the constant presence of digital de-
vices can disrupt family interactions, with family
members, including children, becoming absorbed
in their screens rather than engaging in meaningful
conversations. Dinner tables, once a place for
sharing experiences and bonding, are often now
occupied by phones, tablets, and televisions. Par-
ents may feel disconnected from their children,
while children may feel that their parents are not
paying enough attention to their lives. This lack
of attention can foster feelings of neglect or mis-
understanding, leading children to withdraw emo-
tionally or seek validation from their peers or the
online world.

Beyond technology, changing societal norms
and family structures have also contributed to the
communication breakdown. In today’s fast-paced
world, many parents juggle full-time jobs, house-
hold responsibilities, and social obligations, leav-
ing little time for meaningful interaction with their
children. The demands of work and life often
leave parents exhausted and distracted, which can
prevent them from fully engaging with their chil-
dren. As a result, conversations between parents
and children often revolve around logistics—what
to eat for dinner, when homework is due, or when
the next soccer practice is—rather than deeper,
more personal topics. These transactional conver-

sations may meet the functional needs of the fam-
ily but fail to address the emotional and psycho-
logical needs of children.

The impact of this communication gap can be
particularly pronounced during adolescence, a
critical period of identity formation and emotional
development. Adolescence is a time when children
begin to seek independence and establish their
own identities. It is also a time of heightened emo-
tional sensitivity, as teenagers navigate the com-
plexities of relationships, self-esteem, and
personal growth. During this tumultuous period,
open communication with parents is essential.
However, many teenagers find it difficult to ex-
press themselves to their parents, particularly if
they feel their parents are too focused on academic
success or behavior management. The pressure to
meet parental expectations can create a sense of
isolation and alienation, leading teenagers to re-
treat into themselves or turn to their peers for sup-
port.

When parents fail to create a safe and open
space for their children to express themselves,
they inadvertently contribute to the emotional dis-
tance between them. Children who feel that they
are not understood or heard may withdraw from
family life and seek validation from external
sources, such as friends, social media, or even un-
healthy coping mechanisms. This sense of isola-
tion can exacerbate feelings of anxiety,

depression, and low self-worth. In some cases, it
can even lead to risky behaviors such as substance
abuse or self-harm. In contrast, when parents take
the time to listen, validate their children’s emo-
tions, and engage in thoughtful conversations,
they can help their children navigate the chal-
lenges of adolescence with confidence and re-
silience.

Another contributing factor to the communica-
tion gap is the generational divide between parents
and children. Each generation grows up in a
unique socio-cultural environment that shapes
their values, beliefs, and perspectives. As society
evolves, so do the concerns and experiences of
children. Parents who grew up in a different era
may have difficulty understanding the challenges
their children face today. Issues such as cyberbul-
lying, social media pressures, and the impact of
climate change may seem distant or irrelevant to
parents, even though they are of utmost impor-
tance to their children. This generational discon-
nect can create a sense of misunderstanding, with
parents perceiving their children’s concerns as
trivial or exaggerated, while children feel that their
parents are not in tune with their realities.

In some cases, cultural expectations also play a
role in the communication gap. In many cultures,
there is an expectation that children will respect
and obey their parents without question. While re-
spect for elders is an important value, it can some-
times stifle open dialogue. When children are not
encouraged to voice their opinions or express their
emotions, they may feel constrained and unable to
communicate freely. In such environments, par-
ents may believe they are providing guidance and
structure, while children may feel suffocated by
the lack of autonomy.

Despite these challenges, there is hope for
bridging the communication gap between parents
and children. The first step is for parents to recog-
nize the importance of listening actively to their
children. Instead of focusing solely on directing
their children’s behavior or correcting mistakes,
parents must create an environment where chil-
dren feel safe to express themselves without fear
of judgment or criticism. Active listening involves
paying full attention to what the child is saying,
asking open-ended questions, and validating their
feelings. When children feel heard, they are more
likely to open up and engage in meaningful con-
versations.

Another crucial aspect of improving communi-

cation is for parents to model healthy communi-
cation behaviors. Children learn by observing
their parents, and if they see their parents engaging
in open, respectful, and empathetic conversations,
they are more likely to adopt these behaviors
themselves. Parents can set the tone for family
communication by being transparent about their
own feelings, sharing their experiences, and being
willing to admit when they do not have all the an-
swers. This openness fosters trust and encourages
children to be honest and vulnerable.

It is also important for parents to recognize the
value of spending quality time with their children.
In today’s busy world, it can be easy to overlook
the importance of simply being present with one
another. Whether it is through family dinners,
weekend outings, or quiet moments of reflection,
carving out time for meaningful connection can
help strengthen the bond between parents and chil-
dren. These moments provide opportunities for
open conversations, allowing both parents and
children to share their thoughts and feelings in a
relaxed and supportive nvironment.

Finally, parents should make an effort to stay
informed about the issues and challenges that their
children face. By understanding the pressures of
modern life—such as social media, academic
stress, and peer relationships—parents can better
empathize with their children’s experiences and
offer guidance that is relevant and meaningful. En-
gaging in conversations about these topics, rather
than avoiding them, can help bridge the genera-
tional divide and foster mutual understanding.

The parent–child communication gap is a com-
plex issue that requires intentional effort and pa-
tience to address. However, by prioritizing active
listening, modeling healthy communication be-
haviors, spending quality time together, and stay-
ing informed about their children’s experiences,
parents can build stronger, more meaningful rela-
tionships with their children. In turn, this will not
only enhance family dynamics but also contribute
to the emotional well-being and development of
the next generation. The growing concern sur-
rounding the communication gap is a call to action
for parents and families to reflect on their commu-
nication habits and make the necessary changes to
foster deeper connections. The future of healthy
parent–child relationships depends on it. (The au-
thor can be reached at
himangshur1989@gmail.com or 9954812261,
9864000260)

The future of luxury: Blending 
AI with human connection

By: Satyabrat Borah

The rapid ascent of artificial intel-
ligence (AI) has ushered in a
transformative wave across every

facet of human life. No longer confined
to automating mundane tasks, AI is now
redefining decision-making, reshaping
customer experiences, and unlocking
new realms of creativity. In the world of
luxury, where every detail is paramount,
where the experience is as vital as the
product itself, and where personalization
has always been the gold standard, AI
emerges as a powerful enabler. Yet, as
machines learn to mimic emotions and
algorithms tailor every interaction, a
profound question arises: how far can AI
truly understand empathy? And in a
world increasingly curated by code,
where do we draw the line between sim-
ulated care and genuine human connec-
tion?

In the luxury sector, AI’s role is noth-
ing short of revolutionary. Algorithms
meticulously analyze customer prefer-
ences, map their choices, and learn the
rhythms of their lives—from the fra-
grances they gravitate toward to the
travel destinations that ignite their sense
of adventure. By processing vast
datasets, AI delivers hyper-personalized
experiences that align with individual
tastes and lifestyles. For instance, based
on a customer’s purchase history or ex-
pressed preferences, AI can suggest a
bespoke piece of jewelry or a tailored
outfit that resonates with their unique
style. Beyond service, AI is making sig-
nificant inroads into design. By studying
decades of creative work, algorithms
identify patterns, propose innovative sil-
houettes, and recommend color palettes
for one-of-a-kind creations, whether it’s
a silk scarf or a custom evening coat.
This ability to anticipate and cater to in-
dividual desires has elevated the luxury
experience, making it more seamless
and intuitive than ever before.

However, the essence of luxury lies
not in data or algorithms but in the
human touch. The skilled artisan who
adjusts a needle based on instinct rather
than a pattern, or the perfumer who cap-
tures a fleeting memory in a scent,
brings an emotional depth that no dataset

can replicate. These acts of craftsman-
ship carry a weight that transcends the
capabilities of technology. True empa-
thy, the cornerstone of meaningful
human connection, is not data-driven—
it is instinctual, nuanced, and deeply
rooted in lived experience. Consider the
seasoned concierge who senses a guest’s
discomfort without a single word being
spoken, or the host who intuitively ad-
justs the ambiance to suit a visitor’s
mood. These subtleties, born of emo-
tional intelligence and an innate under-
standing of people, are what elevate an
experience from transactional to trans-
formative.

In a conversation with Indiatoday,
Manoj Adlakha, Founder & CEO of
RedBeryl, offered valuable insights into
this dynamic. He emphasized that while
AI is a powerful tool in the luxury indus-
try, it should serve as a complement to
human artistry, not a replacement. AI
can analyze customer data to deliver
highly personalized recommendations,
but the soul of luxury lies in the creativ-
ity and emotional resonance that only
humans can provide. This balance gives
rise to a new form of bespoke luxury—
one that is informed by data but per-
fected through human devotion. The
commercial potential of this approach is
undeniable. According to a McKinsey
report, luxury brands that adopt AI could
see revenue growth of up to 30% by
2025. Yet, while the business case is
compelling, it is the human element that
defines the true essence of luxury.

Despite AI’s remarkable capabilities,
its limitations are evident when it comes
to replicating the depth of human emo-
tion. Algorithms can process vast
amounts of data to generate precise rec-
ommendations, but they cannot fully
grasp the spontaneity or emotional com-
plexity of human interactions. For exam-
ple, AI might suggest a gift for a
customer’s birthday based on their past
purchases, but it cannot craft a heartfelt
message that connects with a specific
moment in their life. Such gestures re-
quire an understanding of context, sen-
timent, and personal history—qualities
that are uniquely human. This is where
the line between simulated care and gen-
uine connection becomes apparent.

While AI can mimic certain aspects of
empathy by analyzing behavioral pat-
terns, it lacks the intuitive depth that al-
lows humans to forge authentic
emotional bonds.

The luxury industry thrives on creat-
ing moments of emotional resonance—
those unscripted, spontaneous
interactions that leave a lasting impact.
A machine can predict what a customer
might want, but it cannot replicate the
warmth of a genuine smile or the sincer-
ity of a thoughtful gesture. These mo-
ments, which no algorithm can
anticipate, are what make luxury expe-
riences memorable. In an era where dig-
ital interfaces dominate, this human core
becomes even more critical. Digital fa-
tigue is a growing reality, as consumers
increasingly crave authenticity in a
world saturated with automated interac-
tions. The more our lives are curated by
code, the more we value experiences
that feel real, unfiltered, and deeply per-
sonal.

The future of luxury, therefore, lies
not in choosing between AI and empathy
but in harmonizing the two. AI excels at
handling scale and precision, processing
vast amounts of data to deliver tailored
solutions at unprecedented speed. Hu-
mans, on the other hand, bring soul, cre-
ativity, and emotional depth to the table.
By leveraging AI to manage the techni-
cal aspects of personalization—such as
analyzing customer preferences or opti-
mizing supply chains—brands can free
up human talent to focus on what truly
matters: crafting experiences that res-
onate on a profound level. This synergy
creates a new paradigm of luxury, where
technology enhances efficiency while
human artistry infuses meaning.

Consider a luxury hotel as an exam-
ple. AI can analyze a guest’s preferences
to recommend room decor, dining op-
tions, or spa treatments tailored to their
tastes. But it is the warmth of a staff
member’s greeting, the thoughtful place-
ment of a handwritten note, or the intu-
itive adjustment of a room’s ambiance
that transforms a stay into an unforget-
table experience. These human touches,
grounded in empathy and intuition, ele-
vate the ordinary into the extraordinary.
Similarly, in fashion, AI can suggest de-

signs based on market trends or cus-
tomer data, but it is the designer’s vision,
honed by years of experience and emo-
tional insight, that breathes life into a
garment. The result is a creation that not
only fits perfectly but also tells a story—
one that resonates with the wearer’s
identity and aspirations.

This balance between technology and
humanity is not just a theoretical ideal;
it is already shaping the luxury land-
scape. Brands that embrace this ap-
proach are redefining what it means to
deliver bespoke experiences. They use
AI to streamline operations and antici-
pate customer needs, while relying on
human creativity to add the emotional
depth that defines true luxury. This
model is not about man versus machine
but about how one can elevate the other.
Data may inform, but it is people who
inspire. The brands that succeed in the
future will be those that recognize this
distinction and invest in both technolog-
ical innovation and human artistry.

The implications of this approach ex-
tend beyond luxury. As AI continues to
permeate every aspect of our lives, from
healthcare to education to entertainment,
the need to preserve human connection
becomes increasingly urgent. In health-
care, for instance, AI can diagnose con-
ditions with remarkable accuracy, but it
is the doctor’s empathy that reassures a
patient and fosters trust. In education, AI
can personalize learning plans, but it is
the teacher’s encouragement that in-
spires a student to persevere. The same
principle applies to luxury: technology
can enhance the experience, but it is the
human element that makes it meaning-
ful.

In a world where algorithms are om-
nipresent, authenticity is becoming a
rare and precious commodity. The lux-
ury industry, with its emphasis on exclu-
sivity and emotional resonance, is
uniquely positioned to lead the way in
balancing AI and empathy. By embrac-
ing technology as a tool to amplify
human potential, rather than replace it,
luxury brands can create experiences
that are both highly personalized and
deeply human. This approach not only
meets the demands of today’s discerning
consumers but also sets a precedent for
other industries navigating the intersec-
tion of technology and humanity.

Ultimately, the future of luxury—and
indeed, the future of human interac-
tion—lies in this delicate balance. AI
will continue to evolve, becoming ever
more sophisticated in its ability to ana-
lyze data and predict behavior. But it is
the human capacity for empathy, creativ-
ity, and emotional connection that will
remain irreplaceable. The luxury brands
that thrive will be those that harness the
power of AI to handle the complexities
of scale and precision while empower-
ing their people to deliver the soulful,
authentic experiences that define true
luxury. In this harmony, the essence of
luxury not only survives but evolves,
creating a future where technology and
humanity work hand in hand to inspire,
delight, and connect. This is not a battle
between man and machine but a collab-
oration that elevates both, ensuring that
the heart of luxury—and the heart of
human connection—remains vibrant in
an AI-driven world.

Think before you click
By Mowsam Hazarika

In today’s fast-paced digital world, cy-
bercriminals are constantly evolving
their tactics, blending tech-savvy meth-

ods with psychological tricks. While an-
tivirus software and firewalls are helpful,
the most effective way to stay safe online is
through awareness. Knowing how scams
operate helps you sidestep them before
damage is done. This brief guide outlines
common digital threats and offers practical
tips to help you steer clear of danger.

1. KYC Scam
Be alert: Your bank will never ask for

sensitive details via SMS or unknown num-
bers.

Fraudsters pose as bank representatives,
requesting personal data under the pretense
of KYC updates. Always use your bank’s
verified contact channels to confirm such
messages. Never share OTPs or documents
over calls or links from unknown sources.

2. Fake Job Offers
If a job offer seems too good to be true,

it probably is.
Scammers lure jobseekers with promises

of high-paying roles, often demanding pay-
ment for registration or documents. Verify
job listings on official websites and avoid
offers sent through unofficial channels like
WhatsApp or Telegram.

3. Online Shopping Scams
Scammers love to bait with unbelievable

deals. Always shop on trusted platforms.
Do not pay in advance on unknown sites.
Cross-check seller details, read reviews,
and be cautious of QR codes for payment.

4. Digital Arrest Hoaxes
No police officer will arrest you through

a video call. Con artists impersonate offi-
cials, threatening legal action to extort
money. Stay calm, don’t respond to threats,
and report such calls to cybercrime.gov.in.

5. Investment Frauds
Guaranteed returns are a red flag.
Stick to investment platforms regulated

by SEBI. Avoid shady apps or links promot-
ing quick returns and always verify
schemes before putting in your money.

6. Online Gaming Risks
Entertainment can turn into exploitation.
Limit the use of real-money gaming

apps. Keep a watchful eye on children’s
gaming habits and avoid oversharing in-
game or granting excessive permissions.

7. Lottery Scams
You can’t win a prize for a contest you

never entered.
Don’t fall for messages claiming you’ve

won a lottery—especially if you’re asked to
pay to claim the reward. Report and delete
such communications.

8. Phishing Emails
Urgent messages asking for your details?

Take a pause. Always double-check email
addresses and links. Avoid clicking suspi-
cious attachments and keep your device se-
curity up to date.

9. Vishing and Spam Calls
Caller ID can be faked—don’t trust

blindly. Avoid giving away personal details
over the phone. Be skeptical of unsolicited
calls and report suspicious numbers.

10. Quishing (QR Code Scams)
A QR code can be a digital trap.
Scan codes only from sources you trust.

Don’t scan QR codes sent by strangers or
embedded in shady websites.

11. Search Engine Fraud
Top search results aren’t always safe.
Manually enter official URLs rather than

relying on search engine suggestions. Con-
firm customer care numbers via trusted
sources.

12. Social Media Impersonation
Not every familiar face online is real.
Be cautious of messages from fake ac-

counts impersonating your friends or influ-
encers. Confirm requests and report fakes
immediately.

13. Scam Messages & Calls
Scammers prey on urgency and panic.
Take your time to verify before acting on

messages that demand money or promise
rewards. Avoid clicking random links or
sharing personal details.

14. Card-Related Fraud
Even one moment of carelessness is

enough.Only use cards on secure platforms.
Protect your PIN, review transaction alerts,
and don’t save card details unnecessarily.

15. Malicious APKs
If it’s not from an official app store, it’s

not worth the risk.
Download apps only from the Play Store

or App Store. Read reviews, and avoid apps
demanding unnecessary permissions.

16. Cyber Slavery Scams
Not all overseas jobs are genuine.
Steer clear of job offers that lack trans-

parency or ask for upfront payment. Con-
firm legitimacy before considering overseas
opportunities.

17. SIM Swap Attacks
Sudden network loss could signal trou-

ble. Secure your SIM with strong PINs, en-
able two-factor authentication, and report
suspicious behavior to your mobile operator
immediately.

18. Money Mule Traps
Your account could be used in a crime

without your knowledge.
Never agree to transfer funds on some-

one else’s behalf. Sharing your bank ac-
count for such purposes is risky and illegal.

19. Juice Jacking
Free charging can come with a hidden

cost. Avoid using public USB charging sta-
tions. Carry your own charger and use stan-
dard power outlets.

20. Deepfake Deception
Don’t trust everything you see or hear

online. Cross-check sensational content and
videos. Report manipulated media to the
platform and alert others.

21. Remote Access Frauds
Your screen is private—treat it that way.
Allow remote access only through veri-

fied apps and to people you trust. Keep
passwords strong and unique.

22. Safe Browsing Practices
Don’t ignore browser security alerts.
Use updated browsers, avoid unsecured

websites, and install reliable antivirus soft-
ware to enhance your online protection.

23. Ransomware Threats
The best defense is preparation.
Back up important data regularly, avoid

unknown links, and educate team members
on cybersecurity best practices.

24. Smartphone Scams
Your phone is your digital lifeline—pro-

tect it accordingly.
Be cautious with third-party apps, report

lost devices quickly, and register for DND
to avoid telemarketing spam.

Stay Smart, Stay Safe
Online threats can affect anyone, but

staying informed makes a huge difference.
Your best defense is awareness. If you come
across any suspicious activity, report it im-
mediately at cybercrime.gov.inor call 1930.
The more you know, the better you can pro-
tect yourself and others in this ever-evolv-
ing digital world. (The writer is a Poet,
Science Journalist, Sustainability Advo-
cate, Former Director, Assam Seed & Or-
ganic Certification Agency and Ex-Joint
Director of Agriculture, Assam)
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BOULDER (US), June 2: A man with a makeshift
flamethrower yelled “Free Palestine” and hurled an incendiary
device into a group that had assembled to raise attention for
Israeli hostages in Gaza, law enforcement officials said Sun-
day. Eight people were injured, some with burns.

The suspect, Mohamed Sabry Soliman, 45, was booked into
the Boulder County jail north of Denver and expected to face
charges in connection with the attack the FBI was investigating
as a terrorist act. Online records did not immediately show
when he would make a court appearance.

The burst of violence at the popular Pearl Street pedestrian
mall, a four-block area in downtown Boulder, unfolded against
the backdrop of a war between Israel and Hamas that continues
to inflame global tensions and has contributed to a spike in an-
tisemitic violence in the United States.

The attack happened on the beginning of the Jewish holiday
of Shavuot, which is marked with the reading of the Torah and
barely a week after a man who also yelled “Free Palestine”
was charged with fatally shooting two Israeli embassy staffers
outside of a Jewish museum in Washington.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu issued a state-
ment Monday saying he, his wife and the entire nation of Israel
were praying for the full recovery of the people wounded in
the “vicious terror attack” in Colorado.

“This attack was aimed against peaceful people who wished
to express their solidarity with the hostages held by Hamas,
simply because they were Jews,” Netanyahu said.

Across the US, the New York Police Department said it has
upped its presence at religious sites throughout the city for
Shavuot.

“Sadly, attacks like this are becoming too common across
the country,” said Mark Michalek, the special agent in charge
of the FBI’s Denver field office, which encompasses Boulder.
“This is an example of how perpetrators of violence continue
to threaten communities across the nation.”

The eight victims who were wounded range in age from 52
to 88 and the injuries spanned from serious to minor, officials
said.

The attack occurred as people with a volunteer group called
Run For Their Lives was concluding their weekly demonstra-
tion to raise visibility for the hostages who remain in Gaza.

Video from the scene shows a witness shouting, “He’s right
there. He’s throwing Molotov cocktails,” as a police officer
with his gun drawn advances on a bare-chested suspect who
is holding containers in each hand.

Alex Osante of San Diego said he was having lunch on a
restaurant patio across the pedestrian mall when he heard the
crash of a bottle breaking on the ground, a “boom” sound fol-
lowed by people yelling and screaming.

In video of the scene captured by Osante, people could be
seen pouring water on a woman lying on the ground who Os-
ante said had caught on fire during the attack. A man, who later
identified himself as an Israeli visiting Boulder who decided

to join the group that day, ran up to Osante on the video asking
for some water to help.

Suspect reemerged after initial attack before being ar-
rested

After the initial attack, Osante said the suspect went behind
some bushes and then reemerged and threw a Molotov cocktail
but apparently accidentally caught himself on fire as he threw
it.

The man then took off his shirt and what appeared to be a
bulletproof vest before the police arrived. The man dropped to
the ground and was arrested without any apparent resistance
in the video that Osante filmed.

As people tried to help the woman on the ground, another
woman who appeared to be a participant in the event yelled to
others out of the camera’s view, defending their cause, saying
they don’t talk about the government but just talk about the
hostages.

Lynn Segal, 72, was among about 20 people who gathered
Sunday. They had finished their march in front of the court-
house when a “rope of fire” shot in front of her and then “two
big flares.”

She said the scene quickly turned chaotic as people worked
to find water to put out flames and find help.

Segal, who said she is Jewish on her father’s side and has
supported the Palestinian cause for more than 40 years, was
concerned that she might be accused of helping the suspect be-
cause she was wearing a pro-Palestinian shirt.

“There were people who were burning, I wanted to help,”
she said. “But I didn’t want to be associated with the perpe-
trator.”

Authorities say they believe the suspect acted alone
Authorities did not disclose details about Soliman but said

they believe that he acted alone and that no other suspect was
being sought. No criminal charges were immediately an-
nounced but officials said they would move to hold Soliman

accountable. He was also injured and was taken to the hospital
to be treated, but authorities didn’t elaborate on the nature of
his injuries.

FBI leaders immediately declared the attack an act of ter-
rorism and the Justice Department denounced it as a “needless
act of violence, which follows recent attacks against Jewish
Americans.”

“This act of terror is being investigated as an act of ideolog-
ically motivated violence based on the early information, the
evidence, and witness accounts. We will speak clearly on these
incidents when the facts warrant it,” FBI Deputy Director Dan
Bongino said in a post on X.

Israel’s war in Gaza began when Hamas-led militants
stormed into southern Israel on October 7, 2023, killing some
1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting about 250 oth-
ers. They are still holding 58 hostages, around a third believed
to be alive, after most of the rest were released in ceasefire
agreements or other deals.

Israel’s military campaign has killed over 54,000 people in
Hamas-run Gaza, mostly women and children, according to
Gaza’s Health Ministry, which does not say how many of the
dead were civilians or combatants. The offensive has destroyed
vast areas, displaced around 90 per cent of the population and
left people almost completely reliant on international aid.

The violence comes four years after a shooting rampage at
a grocery store in Boulder, about 25 miles (40 kilometres)
northwest of Denver, that killed 10 people. The gunman was
sentenced to life in prison for murder after a jury rejected his
attempt to avoid prison time by pleading not guilty by reason
of insanity.

Multiple blocks of the pedestrian mall area were evacuated
by police. The scene shortly after the attack was tense, as law
enforcement agents with a police dog walked through the
streets looking for threats and instructed the public to stay clear
of the mall. (AP)

FBI says 8 injured in Colorado attack by man with makeshift flamethrower who yelled ‘Free Palestine’

Macron, US senators warn: Putin ‘is preparing for more war’

WASHINGTON, June 2: Emery Eversoll
and her mother shared a good laugh when
Health and Human Services Secretary
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. said that some autistic
children will never write poems.

The 16-year-old’s bedroom is full of
notebooks featuring her prose. Sometimes,
she quietly recites poetry to get through an
outburst of anger. Her mother began sus-
pecting she may have autism, in part, be-
cause she had memorised every word from
a favourite book by age 2.

Still, this Kansas family is optimistic
about Kennedy’s plans to launch a broad-
based study of what causes autism, the com-
plex developmental disorder that impacts
the brain and causes delays in language or
learning, social withdrawal and an unusual
need for routine.

Kennedy has vowed to identify some of
the causes of autism, which has been studied
for decades, by September.

Kennedy has said autism “destroys fam-
ilies”. He said children with autism “will
never pay taxes, they’ll never hold a job,
they’ll never play baseball, they’ll never
write a poem, they’ll never go out on a date.
Many of them will never use a toilet unas-
sisted”.

His comments and his plan to swiftly
study its causes, have splintered a commu-
nity of millions of people living with
autism. For some, they were an overdue
recognition of the day-to-day difficulties for
families with autistic loved ones. To others,
Kennedy deeply misrepresented the realities
of their disability, provoking concern about
his ability to handle a sweeping assessment

of the disorder.
Some worry, too, that Kennedy has spent

years suggesting that vaccines might cause
autism, despite decades of scientific re-
search that shows no such link.

Ohio father Scott Copeland, himself
autistic and a parent to two autistic children,
does not trust that Kennedy will conduct a
legitimate study.

“It’d be like standing up and saying
you’re going to have the cure for cancer in
six months,” said Copeland, who’s 56.
“Angry isn’t a sufficient word.”

Life with autism can be a daily strug-
gle

While announcing plans to study the
causes of autism, Kennedy described a grim
life for those who have to cope with it.

For Kelly Van Den Berghe, Kennedy’s
comments reflect a painful reality for the
son she loves. The Massachusetts mom of
five has an 18-year-old son, Daniel, who has
profound autism.

Daniel cannot speak, although a tablet
helps him communicate. He frequently
punches himself so hard that he’s at risk for
fracture or concussion. About a decade ago,
doctors recommended he enter a full-time
residential facility for his safety. It took
years for his mother to agree to that, and,
even now, tears well up in her eyes as she
talks about that decision. “My child, I do
truly believe, that if he were able to tell us,
he would not want autism because this has
not affected him in a positive way,” Van
Den Berghe said. “So, for me, having some-
one finally recognize my son and his popu-
lation is amazing.” (AP)

RFK Jr says autism ‘destroys’ families

Pak despatches two delegations to key capitals to present its perspective on recent conflict with India

STOCKHOLM, June 2: A Swedish commission
recommended on Monday that international adop-
tions be stopped after an investigation found a se-
ries of abuses and fraud dating back decades.
Sweden is the latest country to examine its inter-
national adoption policies after allegations of un-
ethical practices, particularly in South Korea. The
commission was formed in 2021 following a re-
port by Swedish newspaper Dagens Nyheter de-
tailing the Scandinavian country’s problematic
international adoption system. Monday’s recom-
mendations were sent to Minister of Social Serv-
ices Camilla Waltersson Gronvall. “The
assignment was to investigate whether there had
been irregularities that the Swedish actors knew
about, could have done and actually did,” Anna
Singer, a legal expert and the head of the commis-
sion, told a press conference.

“And actors include everyone who has had any-
thing to do with international adoption activities.

“It includes the government, the supervisory
authority, organisation, municipalities and courts.
The conclusion is that there have been irregulari-
ties in the international adoptions to Sweden.” The
commission called on the government to formally
apologise to adoptees and their families. Investi-
gators found confirmed cases of child trafficking
in every decade from the 1970s to the 2000s, in-
cluding from Sri Lanka, Colombia, Poland and
China. Singer said a public apology, besides being
important for those who are personally affected,
can help raise awareness about the violations be-
cause there is a tendency to download the exis-

tence and significance of the abuses.
An Associated Press investigation, also docu-

mented by Frontline (PBS), last year reported du-
bious child-gathering practices and fraudulent
paperwork involving South Korea’s foreign adop-
tion program, which peaked in the 1970s and ‘80s
amid huge Western demands for babies. The AP
and Frontline spoke with more than 80 adoptees
in the US, Australia and Europe and examined
thousands of pages of documents to reveal evi-
dence of kidnapped or missing children ending up
abroad, fabricated child origins, babies switched
with one another and parents told their newborns
were gravely sick or dead, only to discover
decades later they’d been sent to new parents
overseas.

The findings are challenging the international
adoption industry, which was built on the model
created in South Korea.

The Netherlands last year announced it would
no longer allow its citizens to adopt from abroad.
Denmark’s only international adoption agency
said it was shutting down and Switzerland apolo-
gised for failing to prevent illegal adoptions.
France released a scathing assessment of its own
culpability. South Korea sent around 200,000 chil-
dren to the West for adoptions in the past six
decades, with more than half of them placed in the
US.

Along with France and Denmark, Sweden was
a major European destination of South Korean
children, adopting nearly 10,000 of them since the
1960s. (AP)

Sweden faces call to halt international
adoptions after inquiry finds abuses, fraudPARIS, June 2: Russian President

Vladimir Putin is stalling at the peace
table while preparing a new military
offensive in Ukraine, two senior US
senators warned on Sunday, arguing
that the next two weeks could shape
the future of a war that has already
smashed cities, displaced millions and
redrawn Europe’s security map.

Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham
and Democratic Sen. Richard Blumen-
thal spoke to The Associated Press in
Paris after meeting President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and touring
neighbourhoods shattered by what
they called the worst Russian bom-
bardments since the full-scale invasion
began.

In Paris for talks with French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron — who they
say is “100 per cent aligned” with
them on the war — the senators
warned the window to prevent a re-
newed assault is closing.

A sweeping US sanctions bill could
be the West’s last chance to choke off
the Kremlin’s war economy, they said
— adding that they hope their first-
hand findings will shift momentum in
Washington and help bring a sceptical
President Donald Trump on board.

“What I learned on this trip was he’s
preparing for more war,” Graham said
of Putin. Blumenthal called the sanc-

tions proposed in legislation “bone-
crushing” and said it would place Rus-
sia’s economy “on a trade island”.

“It is crunch time for Putin and for
the world because Russia is mounting
a new offensive,” he said. At the heart
of their push is a bipartisan sanctions
bill, backed by nearly the entire US
Senate but still facing uncertain odds
in Washington. It would impose 500
per cent tariffs on countries that con-
tinue buying Russian oil, gas, uranium
and other exports — targeting nations
like China and India that account for
roughly 70 per cent of Russia’s energy
trade and bankroll much of its war ef-
fort. Graham called it “the most dra-
conian bill I’ve ever seen in my life in
the Senate”.

“The world has a lot of cards to play
against Putin,” he said. “We’re going
to hit China and India for propping up

his war machine.”
Peace talks or stalling tactic?
With peace talks yielding little and

Trump’s approach to Ukraine highly
uncertain, Graham and Blumenthal
have stepped into the breach — blunt
emissaries on a lonely mission. Politi-
cal opposites moving in lockstep,
they’re crossing Europe, and the aisle,
with the moral urgency of two men
trying to forestall another Russian of-
fensive before it’s too late. Peace talks
are scheduled to resume Monday in Is-
tanbul. But Ukrainian officials say
Moscow has yet to submit a serious
proposal — a delay both senators de-
scribed as deliberate and dangerous.

“Putin is playing President Trump,”
Blumenthal said. “He’s taking him for
a sucker.” The senator said Putin “is,
in effect, stalling and stonewalling,
prolonging the conversation so that he
can mount this offensive and take con-
trol of more territory on the ground.”

Graham added: “We saw credible
evidence of a summer or early fall in-
vasion, a new offensive by Putin. ...
He’s preparing for more war.”

Trump has yet to endorse the sanc-
tions bill, telling reporters Friday: “I
don’t know. I’ll have to see it.” Gra-
ham said the legislation was drafted in
consultation with Trump’s advisers.

Graham backed the president’s

diplomatic instincts but said, “By try-
ing to engage Putin — by being
friendly and enticing — it’s become
painfully clear he’s not interested in
ending this war.” Blumenthal hoped
the bipartisan support for Ukraine at
least in the Senate — and the personal
testimonies they plan to bring home to
Congress and the Oval Office — may
help shift the conversation.

“He needs to see and hear that mes-
sage as well from us, from the Ameri-
can people,” he said of Putin.

A moral reckoning
In Kyiv, the senators said, the war’s

human toll was impossible to ignore.
Graham pointed to what Ukrainian of-
ficials and Yale researchers estimate
are nearly 20,000 children forcibly de-
ported to Russia — calling their return
a matter of justice, not diplomacy.

Blumenthal described standing at
mass grave sites in Bucha, where
civilians were executed with shots to
the head. The destruction, he said, and
the stories of those who survived,
made clear the stakes of delay. “Putin
is a thug. He’s a murderer.”

Both said that failing to act now
could pull the US deeper into conflict
later. If Putin isn’t stopped in Ukraine,
Blumenthal said, NATO treaty obliga-
tions could one day compel American
troops into battle. (AP)

ISLAMABAD, June 2: Pakistan on Monday unveiled the details
of its global diplomatic push to seek international support following
the recent conflict with India and highlight the importance of dia-
logue to tackle problems between the two countries.

The diplomatic outreach comprises two delegations marching to-
wards different directions to garner support for the country, the For-
eign Office said in a statement.

The move comes after India sent seven multi-party delegations
to 33 global capitals as part of its diplomatic outreach following the
terrorist attack in Pahalgam that claimed 26 lives.

On Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s directive, a high-level multi-
party delegation will visit New York, Washington DC, London and
Brussels from 2 June 2025,” the Foreign Office (FO) said.

The nine-member delegation is led by the Pakistan People’s Party
Chairman and former Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

The other members of the delegation include federal minister Mu-
sadik Malik, former foreign ministers Hina Rabbani Khar and Khur-

ram Dastgir Khan, former ministers  Syed Faisal Ali Subzwari and
Sherry Rehman, Senator Bushra Anjum Butt. It also includes two
former foreign secretaries - Jalil Abbas Jilani and Tehmina Janjua.

Another delegation, led by Special Assistant to the Prime Minis-
ter, Syed Tariq Fatemi, will visit Moscow from June 2. The details
of its composition were not shared.

The two delegations would engage in a series of meetings with
the leadership of international bodies, public office holders, senior
officials, parliamentarians, think tanks, media and diaspora, the FO
said.

“The visits of these delegations are aimed at projecting Pakistan’s
perspective on the recent Indian aggression,” it said, adding that
they would also “highlight that dialogue and diplomacy should take
precedence over conflict and confrontation”.

The need for immediate resumption of the normal functioning of
the Indus Waters Treaty will also be a key theme of the delegations’
outreach, according to FO. (PTI)

Attack leads to increased security elsewhere
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HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 2: Yachuli MLA
and newly appointed NCP State
President Toko Tatung reaffirmed
his party’s commitment to the col-
lective development of Arunachal
Pradesh, stating that all legislators,
regardless of party affiliation, are
united under Team Arunachal. He
emphasized that under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Pema
Khandu and Deputy Chief Minister
Chowna Mein, every MLA shares
equal responsibility for ensuring
peace, progress, and development
in the state.

“We are all part of Team
Arunachal, and though we belong
to different political parties, our
goal remains the same — the wel-
fare and development of our state,”
said Tatung during a press interac-
tion in Itanagar.

Reflecting on his first year as a
legislator, Tatung expressed satis-
faction over the changes witnessed
and was optimistic about more
transformative developments in the
future. However, he stressed that

such progress can only be achieved
through the collective efforts of the
people of Arunachal.

Tatung noted the support ex-
tended by the NCP central leader-
ship, including Ajit Pawar and
Praful Patel, and reaffirmed his
commitment to fulfilling the re-
sponsibilities entrusted to him. He
cited the recent Investment Summit
held in New Delhi as a milestone,
calling it a major achievement that
opened vast economic opportuni-
ties for Arunachal Pradesh.

“The state’s budget has ex-
panded significantly, which is a
positive sign for our developmental
aspirations and potential for invest-
ment,” he added.

Reiterating unity among all 60
MLAs in the state, Tatung said,

“We are all in the same train.
Over the past year, there has been
no conflict—be it in fund distribu-
tion or otherwise. If issues arise, we
are committed to resolving them
together through discussion.”

Tatung also addressed internal
party matters, confirming a smooth

transition of leadership with prior
discussions held with former NCP
State President Likha Saaya. He
outlined plans to strengthen the
party at the grassroots level and an-
nounced a statewide membership
drive to begin shortly.

On the upcoming local body
elections, Tatung said the NCP is
prepared to contest and will finalize
modalities in consultation with al-
liance partner BJP.

“Being part of the NDA alliance
at the Centre, our guiding principle
remains: nation first, state first,” he
said, calling for public support to
strengthen the party’s presence in
Arunachal.

Lekang MLA Likha Soni, along
with state executive members, dis-
trict presidents, and NCP leaders
from Keyi Panyor, Namsai, and
other districts, were present at the
event. Tatung received a warm wel-
come at Donyi Polo Airport, Hol-
longi, upon his return,
accompanied by MLA Likha Soni
and senior party members follow-
ing his appointment.

We are all part of team Arunachal, committed to
state’s development: NCP President Toko TatungArunachal flood, landslide toll rises to 10

ITANAGAR, June 2: With one
more death reported from Lohit
district, the toll in landslides and
floods in Arunachal Pradesh rose
to 10 even as incessant monsoon
rains lashed the state on Monday,
officials said.

According to the State Emer-
gency Operation Centre (SEOC),
938 people in 156 villages in 23
districts have been affected by the
monsoon deluge.

The body of Guptajit Bharali,
swept away by flooded Sukha Nal-
lah in Upper Digaru was recovered
downstream at Lasa Pani in Lohit
district on Sunday.

Governor Lt General K T Par-
naik (Retd) has expressed deep
sorrow over the loss of lives and
extended heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved families. He urged

residents to remain alert, especially
in vulnerable and landslide-prone
areas. Calling on district adminis-
trations to remain vigilant, the gov-
ernor emphasised the importance
of night time movement restric-
tions in risky zones and advocated
proactive communication to keep
citizens informed and safe.

With major rivers and their trib-
utaries flowing above danger lev-
els, flood-like conditions and
landslides have also been reported
in West Kameng, Kamle, Lower
and Upper Subansiri, Papum Pare,
Dibang Valley, Lower Dibang Val-
ley, Lohit, Changlang, Kra Daadi,
Kurung Kumey, and Longding dis-
tricts of the state.

In East Kameng district, a dev-
astating landslide on the Bana–
Seppa stretch of National Highway

13 late on Friday night swept away
a vehicle carrying two families,
killing all seven occupants.

In another incident, two labour-
ers were buried under debris while
working on a cabbage farm near
Pine Grove in Lower Subansiri
district. Two others were rescued.

Two persons, one from Assam’s
Dispur at Parshuram Kund in Lohit
district and another in Anjaw dis-
trict, have gone missing in separate
incidents, the report said, adding,
search operations are currently un-
derway.

In Kamle district’s Pamluk vil-
lage, a man was injured in a land-
slide and is receiving medical
treatment.

In Changlang district, flash
floods from the Buri-Dihing River
washed away 50 per cent of the

Makantong bridge at the Trans
Arunachal Highway, on Saturday,
severing vital road connectivity
between Miao and Bordumsa.

Several areas in Miao subdivi-
sion have been inundated, causing
significant losses to livestock and
horticultural property.

Tourist resorts such as Zupra
and River Cafe, located along the
Noa-Dehing River in Miao, have
been submerged. The Industrial
Training Institute at Balinong near
Namchick, under Kharsang circle,
suffered massive losses, with
floodwaters destroying hostels,
staff quarters, water tanks, and
other key facilities.

The Noa-Dehing River has also
eroded large swathes of agricul-
tural and horticultural land in
Dharmapur block under Namphai
circle. The M’pen and Deban areas
are now under water, officials said.

In Upper Subansiri district, the
water supply system has been se-
verely disrupted due to multiple
breaches in the Hangkar pipeline
following heavy rainfall on Friday.
Public Health Engineering Depart-
ment (PHED) teams are working
to restore the supply, while tankers
have been deployed to ensure in-
terim relief.

Deputy Commissioner Tasso
Gambo, along with PHED Execu-
tive Engineer Tago Dulom and
other officials, visited the damaged
site on Sunday. The DC directed
immediate repairs and urged rapid
water tanker distribution to af-
fected areas.

In Namsai district, authorities
have set up a relief camp at Alubari
Government Secondary School,
where 59 displaced people are cur-
rently taking shelter. (PTI)

PGCIL commissions Kathalguri-Namsai line
ahead of schedule in Arunachal Pradesh

ITANAGAR, June 2: In a signif-
icant step toward strengthening the
power network in Arunachal
Pradesh, Power Grid Corporation
of India Limited (PGCIL) has

completed the 220 kV double cir-
cuit Kathalguri-Namsai transmis-
sion system five months before its
scheduled deadline.

The line was energised late on

Saturday night, a PGCIL statement
said here on Monday.

The project, carried out under
the Tariff-Based Competitive Bid-
ding (TBCB) model, enhances the

reliability of electricity supply
across the region. Stretching 71
km, the new line connects the

Assam gas-based power plant
operated by NEEPCO at Kathal-
guri to a modern 220 kV gas-insu-
lated substation (GIS) at Namsai in
Arunachal Pradesh.

A bay extension at the Kathal-
guri end has also been completed
to improve system operations.

The infrastructure upgrade al-
lows smoother power flow from
the national grid into Arunachal
Pradesh, while also improving
voltage stability and providing
critical system backup, essential
for a dependable year-round elec-
tricity supply.

It is expected to significantly
support the region’s development
initiatives, the statement said.

Arunachal Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Chowna Mein
praised the accomplishment.

“Kudos to PGCIL for their ex-
emplary execution and unwavering
commitment to the Northeast. This
project is a cornerstone in our jour-
ney toward robust and reliable en-
ergy infrastructure,” he said in a
social media post. (PTI)

Several areas in Miao subdivision have been inundated

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 2: The All Arunachal Pradesh Arm
Wrestling Association (AAPAWA) on Sunday felici-
tated the medal winners and all participants of the 47th
National Arm Wrestling Championship, recognizing
their outstanding achievements and contribution to the
state. The felicitation ceremony was held at a city
hotel in the presence of AAPAWA members and proud

parents of the athletes.
AAPAWA President Pakjar Taipodia, while address-

ing the media, expressed her satisfaction with the
team’s improved performance. “Our players per-
formed better than in previous years, and the progress
will continue as they are being guided properly,” she
said.

The 47th National Arm Wrestling Championship
was held from May 25 to 28, 2025, at LNCT Univer-
sity Auditorium, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. It was one
of the premier events in the Indian arm wrestling cal-
endar, attracting top athletes from across the country.

“Our players competed in several events and won

numerous medals. Impressively, some athletes even
bagged multiple medals, and several won the presti-
gious ‘Champion of Champions’ titles,” she added.

A strong contingent of 49 players represented
Arunachal Pradesh, competing across various age and
weight categories. The team delivered an exceptional
performance, securing a total of 89 medals — 54 gold,
28 silver, and 7 bronze — which led AAPAWA to

emerge as the 1st runner-up in the overall
standings. Uttar Pradesh claimed the overall
championship title.

Seven Arunachal athletes won the coveted
Champion of Champions (CoC) titles: 

Nanang Giri – CoC in both Senior (Men)
and Youth (Men) categories

Phutong Wangsu – CoC in Junior (Boys)
Mousami Pakam Ete – CoC in Senior

(Women)
Pate Yasuk – CoC in Youth (Girls)

Kipa Yayum – CoC in Junior (Girls)
Jumbi Yomcha – CoC in Sub-Junior (Girls)
In category-wise results, the AAPAWA women’s

team was declared overall champions, while the men’s
team finished as 1st runner-up. The collective per-
formance showcases the growing strength and rising
standards of arm wrestling in Arunachal Pradesh.

“We expect even greater success in the future,”
Taipodia said. She extended gratitude to the state gov-
ernment for its motivation and support but also urged
for more robust assistance and infrastructure for the
athletes who represent the state — and have the po-
tential to represent the nation in the future.

Deputy Chief Minister Chowna Mein praised the accomplishment

IMA-AP launches month-long 
celebration with social service drive

Doimukh ZPM and youth leader 
Techi Rakap passes away

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 2: In a moment of profound grief,
Techi Rakap, Zilla Parishad Member (ZPM) of II
Doimukh and prominent youth leader, passed away at
TRIHMS, Naharlagun, around midnight on May 31
after prolonged illness. He had been under medical
treatment for the past several months.

A committed public servant and grassroots leader,
Late Techi Rakap was deeply admired for his tire-
less service, particularly during the COVID-
19 pandemic, and on numerous public
occasions where his leadership and ded-
ication stood out. He joined the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in 2022,
along with other JD(U) leaders, mark-
ing a new chapter in his political jour-
ney.

Itanagar MLA Techi Kaso, speaking to
media, said, “Late Rakap’s funeral rites and
last journey will begin at 12:00 PM on Mon-
day. Relatives, family members, and well-wishers
from across the state are arriving to join the final cere-
mony.” He described Rakap as a grassroots icon, espe-
cially popular among the youth. “He dedicated his life
to public service, and his absence is an irreparable loss
for Doimukh,” Kaso added.

Itanagar ZPM Taro Tagia remembered Rakap as a
leader with a deep commitment to rural development
and social welfare. “He had earned widespread respect
in the region through consistent work and community
engagement. Today, grassroots leaders and colleagues
have gathered to pay their respects.”

Among those who visited his Sopo residence to offer
condolences were IGP Chukhu Appa, Itanagar Capital
Deputy Commissioner Toko Babu, Papum Pare SP Taru
Gusar, along with numerous community leaders, stu-
dent and youth leaders, social workers, and members
of the public.

Son of Techi Tath, Rakap was born in Rakap village
under Sangdupota Circle. He completed his early edu-

cation at Government Middle School, Jote, and later
attended Government Higher Secondary

School, Balijan.
A devoted family man, he is survived by

his wife Smt. Chukhu Mariam Techi, sons
Techi Kunung and Techi Kakkin, and
daughter Miss Techi Anung (Ompu). He
cherished his family and often credited
them as the foundation of his strength.

In 2000, following his marriage, he re-
located to Sopo village, where he immersed

himself in local governance and social develop-
ment. His political journey began in 2010 as a Gram

Panchayat Member, followed by his election as Anchal
Samiti Member in 2013. In November 2019, the people
of II Doimukh elected him as Zilla Parishad Member,
a role he served with sincerity and dedication until his
demise. Known for his peace-loving nature, humility,
and commitment to progress, Techi Rakap was a firm
believer in unity and hard work. His life was a shining
example of selfless public service, and his legacy will
continue to inspire future generations. He will be deeply
missed by his family, friends, and all whose lives were
touched by his noble spirit.

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 2: The Indian
Medical Association – Arunachal
Pradesh (IMA-AP) kicked off its
month-long celebrations with a so-
cial service activity along National
Highway-415 on Saturday, June 1.
The drive marked the beginning of
a series of programs commemorat-
ing Doctor’s Month, which tradi-
tionally culminates with National
Doctors’ Day on July 1.

Speaking to the media, IMA-AP
State President Dr Kesang D.
Thongdok said, “Every year, we ob-
serve the month of June as Doctors’
Month, leading up to Doctors’ Day
on July 1. Today’s event is not just
a social service effort—it is part of
a nationwide campaign to raise
awareness about cleanliness, health,
and hygiene.” Dr Thongdok empha-

sized that the initiative aligns with
the vision of the Swachh Bharat Ab-
hiyan, launched by the Prime Min-
ister, and underlined the importance
of cleanliness in maintaining a
healthy body and sound mind.

“Cleanliness is not just a civic re-
sponsibility; it’s a way of life. A
clean and green environment con-
tributes to a healthier society. Our
motto is to promote cleanliness,
health, and hygiene for a better state
and nation. Cleanliness is next to
godliness, and it’s essential that we
all motivate one another to uphold
this value,” he said.

This year, the IMA-AP also
chose the theme “Donate Organ,
Save Life” to raise awareness on the
importance of organ and tissue do-
nation. Dr. Thongdok informed that
the State Organ and Tissue Trans-

plant Organization (SOTTO) will
soon begin functioning in
Arunachal Pradesh, and public par-
ticipation and awareness will play a
crucial role in its success.

“Organ donation is a noble act
that can save multiple lives.
Through this campaign, we aim to
educate people on the importance of
donation and the functioning of
SOTTO in the state,” he added.

As part of the month-long celebra-
tion, IMA-AP has planned a wide
range of activities involving the entire
medical fraternity, including sports
events, cultural programs, literary
competitions, and community out-
reach initiatives. These events aim to
foster camaraderie among healthcare
professionals and promote commu-
nity welfare through medical advo-
cacy and service.

Congress asks Centre to 
provide funds for northeastern

states grappling with floods
NEW DELHI, June 2: Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge on
Monday attacked the Modi govern-
ment over the flood situation in the
northeastern states, and hoped
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
open the floodgates of his PM
CARES Fund, where he claimed
crores lie without any audit.

Referring to Assam, he said PM
Modi had promised in 2016 to make
the state flood-free but it seems the
BJP’s double engine governments
have betrayed the state. In a post on
X, he noted that the northeast is
reeling under devastating floods,
landslides and heavy rains.

Assam, Arunachal, Manipur,
Sikkim and Meghalaya are among
the worst affected states, where
many lives have been lost and lakhs
of people have been affected, he ob-
served. Congress leaders and work-
ers must do everything to provide
assistance to the people, he said.

“In 2016, BJP had promised to
make a ‘Flood-Free’ Assam. In
2022, Home Minister Amit Shah re-
peated this promise.

“Looking at the visuals from the
so-called ‘SMART CITY’ Guwa-
hati, one is reminded how Modi ji
and his double engine governments
have betrayed Assam,” Kharge said
in his post.

“Diversion, Distraction and Di-
gression from basic developmental
issues to emotive and polarising
subjects has been the hallmark of
BJP’s politics,” the Congress chief
said. (PTI)

Emerges as 1st runner-up nationally

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 2: The Arunachal
Pradesh Congress Committee
(APCC) has appointed several
block-level leaders from Pangin,
Boleng, and Kebang. The appoint-
ments were made to strengthen the
Congress party’s foundation in the
state, particularly following recent
electoral setbacks.

The new appointments were car-
ried out under the guidance of
APCC Siang District in-charge
General Secretary Tarh Monika,
APCC Working President Bosiram
Siram, and former MLA Tapang
Taloh. The formal induction was
administered by APCC Vice Pres-
ident Mina Toko, who also wel-
comed the leaders into the party
fold. The newly appointed grass-
roots leaders include Bhait Mingki
(Pangin Block, Siang District),

Takot Pajing (Pangin Block, Siang
District), Tom Tali (Boleng Block,
Siang District) and Kamang Dupak
(Kebang Block, East Siang Dis-
trict).

These leaders expressed unwa-
vering loyalty and commitment to
the Congress party and its values,
vowing to strengthen its presence
across their respective blocks and
panchayats. They affirmed their
trust in the leadership of Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge,
Leader of the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi, and APCC President
Nabam Tuki.

In a statement, APCC acknowl-
edged the party’s underwhelming
performance in the 2024 Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections, where it
secured only one seat. However,
the party emphasized that it re-
mains undeterred.

“We are disappointed but not de-
moralized. Our leaders and work-
ers will continue to fight for the
ideals of the Congress and the
rights of Arunachal’s people,” said
Vice President Mina Toko.

Toko lauded Nabam Tuki as a
“stalwart of Arunachal politics,”
who continues to guide and inspire
the party through challenging
times. He also noted that many
grassroots workers and leaders
have rejoined the party at various
levels, signaling a renewed deter-
mination to reconnect with the
public.

APCC called upon the people of
Arunachal Pradesh to support
these dedicated leaders in their
mission to restore the party’s
legacy of inclusive governance, so-
cial justice, and economic
progress.

APCC appoints new block leaders in Siang to strengthen grassroots presence
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India to get remaining S-400 missile
systems by 2026, says Russia

Chain-link, solar fencing installed in UP’s forest
areas to mitigate human-wildlife conflicts

LUCKNOW, June 2: The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has installed over 231 km of chain-link
fencing and 41 km of solar fencing across forest
areas to mitigate human-wildlife conflicts, an
official statement issued here on Monday said.

The forest department has introduced several
innovative measures to protect both wildlife and
the lives and livelihoods of villagers residing
near forest zones. Among these, the large-scale
construction of chain-link fencing stands out as
a highly effective intervention, it added.

Forest officials said chain link fencing is a
type of fence made from metal wire or steel
woven together to create a diamond-shaped
mesh pattern and used due to its durability and
cost-effectiveness.

Solar fencing forms a secure perimeter pro-
tection system that uses solar power to energise
an electric fence. It is used in high-risk areas
where the movement of wild animals is more,
they said.

Solar fencing works by using solar panels to
generate electricity, which is then stored in a
battery and used to power the energiser. When
an animal (or person) comes into contact with
the fence, it completes the circuit, delivering a
brief and non-lethal shock as a deterrent, the of-
ficials said.

These barriers have proven successful in de-
terring wildlife from straying into human settle-
ments, thereby reducing crop damage, human
casualties and incidents involving domestic an-
imals entering forest areas and falling prey to
wild predators, the statement said.

These efforts have significantly enhanced the
safety of both wildlife and rural communities,

including their livestock, which live near forest
boundaries. A key part of this strategy involves
the deployment of department-trained ‘Bagh
Mitras’, who are playing a vital role in bridging
the gap between local communities and forest
management, it said.

These volunteers not only promote wildlife
conservation but also support conflict preven-
tion through awareness programmes and real-
time response coordination.

“Between 2023 and 2025, approximately 231
kilometres of chain-link fencing and 41 kilome-
tres of solar fencing were installed across forest
areas,” it said.

Between 2023 and 2024, about 125 km of
chain-link fencing and 21 km of solar fencing
were installed, followed by 106 km of chain-
link and 20 km of solar fencing between 2024
and 2025,  the statement said.

The selection and training of ‘Bagh Mitras’
for villages bordering tiger reserves as well as
the Lion Safari in Etawah has emerged as an ef-
fective initiative.

These community volunteers help foster a
sense of trust between villagers and the Forest
Department by conducting regular awareness
meetings that cover wildlife safety measures,
animal behavioural patterns and emergency re-
sponse protocols, it said.

To strengthen these initiatives, the State Dis-
aster Mitigation Fund has facilitated the pro-
curement of advanced surveillance and tracking
equipment including drones, GPS devices, cam-
era traps and other modern tools that are instru-
mental in monitoring wildlife movements and
preventing incursions into inhabited areas. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, June 2: Russia
is committed to delivering the
remaining units of the S-400 air
defence system to India by
2025-2026, the country’s
Deputy Chief of Mission in
India, Roman Babushkin, said
on Monday, highlighting that
the system performed “very ef-
ficiently” during the recent
India-Pakistan tensions.

Babushkin also hinted at ex-
panding bilateral cooperation
with India in air defence and
anti-drone systems.

“We heard that the S-400
performed very efficiently dur-
ing the recent clashes between
India and Pakistan. We have a
long history of collaboration.
The air defence systems, ac-
cording to what we are experi-

encing, the situation in Europe
and here, this is one of the
promising topics of our partner-
ship in defence preparation in
general,” Babushkin told PTI
Videos.

Babushkin confirmed that
the contract for the remaining
two S-400 units is on track,
with deliveries expected to be
completed by 2025-26, in line
with publicly announced time-
lines.

India signed a USD 5.43 bil-
lion deal with Russia in 2018
for five squadrons of the S-400
Triumf missile system, a state-
of-the-art air defence platform
capable of engaging multiple
aerial threats at long ranges.
Three squadrons have already
been delivered.

On the potential expansion
of defence collaboration,
Babushkin expressed openness
to further dialogue.

“We are open for promotion
of this partnership for the dis-
cussion of the expansion of di-
alogue on air defence systems,”
he said, noting the strategic im-
portance of such cooperation in
the current global security en-
vironment.

Commenting on the growing
threat of drones, particularly in
light of their extensive use dur-
ing the India-Pakistan clash, the
deputy chief of mission high-
lighted Russia’s experience in
countering such challenges.

“We are facing this threat for
several years already, and I
think that our systems are being
modernised constantly. I think
it would be a joint interest from
both sides how to counter this
threat and lead to some other
cooperation,” he said, adding
that anti-drone systems are al-
ready part of the ongoing India-
Russia defence dialogue.

Babushkin also provided an
update on a possible visit by
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov to India.

“The exact dates are not yet
finalised, but it can happen any-
time soon. We expect this
month,” he said. (PTI)

India-born restaurateur
Asma Khan among 195

women features in
record-setting song

16 Naxalites surrender in Chhattisgarh
SUKMA, June 2: Sixteen
Naxalites, including six car-
rying a collective cash reward
of ` 25 lakh, surrendered in
Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district
on Monday, police said.

Of them, nine cadres be-
longed to Kerlapenda village
panchayat under Chintalanar
police station limits.

With this surrender, the vil-
lage has become Naxalite-
free, making it eligible for
development projects of ` 1
crore as per a new scheme of
the state government, an offi-
cial said.

All 16 cadres, including a
woman, turned themselves in
before senior police and
CRPF officials, here citing
disappointment with the “hol-
low” and “inhuman” Maoist
ideology and atrocities by ul-
tras on local tribals, Sukma
Superintendent of Police
Kiran Chavan said.

The cadres were also im-
pressed by the Chhattisgarh
government’s ‘Niyad Nella-
nar’ (your good village)
scheme, aimed at facilitating
development works in remote
villages, and the state’s new
surrender and rehabilitation
policy, he said.

Among those who surren-
dered, Rita alias Dodi Sukki
(36), a woman who was ac-
tive as member of the central
regional committee (CRC)
company number 2 of
Maoists, and Rahul Punem
(18), a party member within
PLGA battalion no. 1 of
Maoists, carried a reward of `
8 lakh each, he said.

Besides, Lekam Lakhma
(28) carried a bounty of ` 3

lakh, while three more cadres
carried a reward of ` 2 lakh
each, the official said.

Out of the surrendered
cadres, nine belonged to the
Kerlapenda village pan-
chayat. With their surrender,
the place has become Naxal-
free, the official said.

As per the Elvad Panchayat
Yojna of the state govern-
ment, the village will be pro-
vided an incentive of ` 1
crore for development works,
he said.

The scheme has been intro-
duced under the new Chhat-
tisgarh Naxal
Surrender/Victim Relief and
Rehabilitation Policy-2025.

It provides for a sanction of
development works of ` 1
crore for those village pan-
chayats which facilitate in the
surrender of Naxalites active
in their area and to pass a res-
olution declaring them as
Maoist-free.

This is the second such vil-
lage panchayat in the district
to get rid of the Naxal menace
after the state government re-
cently introduced the scheme.

In April, Badesatti was de-
clared Naxal-free after all 11
lower-rung Naxalites from
there surrendered before po-
lice.

All the Naxalites who sur-
rendered were provided an
assistance of ` 50,000 each,
and will be further rehabili-
tated as per the government’s
policy, the SP said.

Last year, 792 Naxalites
surrendered in the state’s Bas-
tar region, which comprises
seven districts including
Sukma. (PTI)

‘State-sponsored repression’: BJP intensifies attack on Mamata govt over arrest of influencer

NEW DELHI, June 2: India-born
British restaurateur Asma Khan is
among women from 195 countries
who have featured in the “195”
song which has entered the Guin-
ness World Records for most na-
tionalities to contribute vocals to a
musical recording. 
The song has been produced to raise
awareness about gender equality
and to ignite a global movement to
uplift people through the transfor-
mative power of sound healing fre-
quencies.

The Frequency School, co-
founded by US Grammy-nominated
and multi-platinum music producer
Maejor, Martina Fuchs, Kingsley
M, Brandon Lee and Aaron Daw-
son, has produced the powerful and
universal campaign which pre-
miered during the 55th Annual
Meeting of the World Economic
Forum (WEF) in Davos-Klosters,
Switzerland, from January 20 to 24.

“It has always been my dream to
produce the first song in history fea-
turing every country on the planet.
Our vision was to unite 195 ordi-
nary women from all walks of life
in this pioneering and groundbreak-
ing initiative to advocate for gender
equality and the rights of women
and girls, and to help people strug-
gling with mental health issues,”
said Fuchs, who is also the execu-
tive producer of “195”.

“Breaking this record is only the
beginning, we are on a global mis-
sion to make our world a more
peaceful place,” she said.

Asma Khan, an immigrant to the
UK and star of Netflix’s Chef’s
Table, is one of the UK’s most
prominent female chefs. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, June 2: The BJP on Monday upped the
ante against the TMC government in West Bengal over
the arrest of influencer Sharmishta Panoli, calling the
action “state-sponsored repression” and “violation” of
her right to freedom of speech and expression.

BJP spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia also took on West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee over the issue,
calling her “ruthless”.

Panoli, who hails from Kolkata and studies in Pune’s
Law University, was arrested by the Kolkata police in
Gurugram late on May 30 for allegedly uploading a
video on Instagram with communal comments claiming
Bollywood actors were silent on Operation Sindoor.

She was later produced before a Kolkata court,
which sent her to judicial custody till June 13.

Condemning the Panoli’s arrest, Bhatia wrote on X,
“Shameful”. “This is not governance, this is political
vendetta. This is not compliance with the law, but state-
sponsored repression. Shame on ‘ruthlessness’ Baner-
jee. This is a brutal murder of democracy,” he said,
adding, “I strongly condemn this misuse of power”.

Bhatia said the arrest of the influencer was a viola-
tion of her right to freedom of speech and expression
provided under Article 19 of the Constitution.

“This is a violation of Article 19 of the Constitution.

Today, the country is asking where has the gang that
beat the drum of “freedom of expression” gone?” he
asked. Attacking the TMC government, the BJP leader
said Banerjee’s police travelled “nearly 1,500 kilome-
tres” from Kolkata to arrest the law student “just be-
cause she had expressed her opinion, for which she had
publicly apologised”.

“But, the same police did not arrest the accused in
the Sandeshkhali case until the high court reprimanded
them. In the Murshidabad violence, they worked to pro-
tect the accused,” he charged.

Bhatia said lawyers’ community and the entire “jus-
tice loving society” stand with Panoli and her family.

“If Sharmishta and her family need any legal help, I

am personally committed to provide all possible legal
help,” he added. Panoli’s arrest has evoked sharp reac-
tions and criticism from various sections.

Bar Council of India chairman Manan Kumar
Mishra on Sunday called for immediate release and fair
trial for Panoli. The senior advocate and Rajya Sabha
member said that he was standing firmly with Panoli,
whose arrest and judicial custody for a now-deleted so-
cial media video despite her immediate apology repre-
sented “an absolute failure of justice and a blatant
assault on freedom of expression”.

On Monday, the Bar Council of Delhi condemned
the influencer’s arrest and demanded her “immediate
release to uphold the scale of justice”.

The Kolkata police has dismissed criticisms that they
have “unlawfully” arrested the Instagram influencer
and claimed that all legal procedures were followed.

They defended Panoli’s arrest saying that the case
was “duly investigated and adhering to legal proce-
dures”. “Kolkata Police acted lawfully according to the
procedure established by law. The accused was not ar-
rested for expressing patriotism or for personal belief;
legal actions were taken for sharing offensive content
which promotes hatred among the communities,” Kolkata
Police said in a post on Facebook on Sunday. (PTI)

Kerlapenda village becomes Maoist-free, say police
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Three army personnel dead, 
6 soldiers missing as landslide

hits military camp in Sikkim

5202 / 21

Manipur floods: 19,811 people affected, 3,365 houses damaged

Tripura tea estate to be developed as eco Tourism Park
AGARTALA, June 2: The
Tripura government has decided to
develop Ludhua tea estate in South
Tripura’s Sabroom as an eco
tourism spot as part of promoting
tourism in a big way, an official
said on Monday.

The tea estate raised in an area
covering 22 acres of land produces
substantial quality of tea including
black and green tea.

State’s Tourism minister
Sushanta Chowdhury accompa-
nied by Tourism director Prashant
Badal Negi and former MLA
Sankar Roy visited the tea estate
on Monday and held a meeting
with local officials.

Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM), Sabroom and Executive
Engineer, Sunil Poddar were also
present in the meeting.

“To promote tourism in a big
way, the government has decided
to develop it as an attractive eco-
tourism park. For the first phase, a

detailed project report amounting
to ` 32 crore has almost been pre-
pared for the proposed eco tourism
park”, Negi told PTI.

He said a boating facility, cafe-
teria, ropeway on the slopes of the
tea estate, footbridge, sitting
arrangement, log huts and various
medicinal plants will be included
in the DPR.

Steps have been taken to take
the state’s tourism to a new height
in the next two or three years, he
said, adding the tourists will get all
necessary facilities in the tourist
spots.

Negi added the Ludhua tea es-
tate will become a preferred tourist
destination once the project is im-
plemented. (PTI)

More than 100 stranded tourists evacuated
safely from Lachung: Officials

Steps have been taken to take the state’s tourism to a new height in the next two or three years

HT Correspondent
AGARTALA, June 1: Continu-
ous heavy rainfall has triggered
severe flooding across Tripura,
prompting the state government
to open 60 relief camps accom-
modating over 10,600 people
from nearly 2,800 families. West
Tripura district remains the worst
affected, according to officials.

Tripura Revenue Secretary Bri-
jesh Pandey today addressing a
press conference, said that wide-
spread heavy to very heavy rain-
fall on May 31 and June 1 was
caused by active monsoon condi-
tions and significant moisture in-
cursion, as reported by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), Agartala Centre.

“In response to the prevailing
and anticipated weather condi-
tions, a Red Alert has been issued
for all districts, warning of heavy
to extremely heavy rainfall in
some areas today and tomorrow.
The Chief Minister is personally
monitoring the situation, and all
District Magistrates have been in-
structed to remain on high alert,”
Pandey said.

In the past 24 hours alone,
Agartala recorded 140 mm of
rainfall, while Kailashahar in Un-
akoti district witnessed 192.2
mm. To tackle the crisis, 14 res-
cue teams have been deployed in
key locations across West Tripura
and Unakoti.

Of the 14 rescue teams, 11 are
operating in West Tripura—in-
cluding personnel from NDRF,
SDRF, Assam Rifles, Fire &
Emergency Services, Civil De-
fence, Aapda Mitra, and Bharat
Scouts & Guides—while 3 are
stationed in Unakoti.

Relief camps have been estab-

lished across the flood-hit areas:
48 in West Tripura, 3 each in
Khowai and Unakoti, and 6 in
North Tripura. These camps are
currently housing around 2,800
displaced families.

Several roads in North Tripura,
Unakoti, Dhalai, and West Tripura
were temporarily blocked due to
landslides and uprooted trees.
Prompt response from community
volunteers, SDRF, PWD, Forest
Department, and Quick Response
Teams has helped restore connec-
tivity in many areas, with efforts
still ongoing.

According to preliminary as-

sessments, 201 houses have sus-
tained damage—92 severely and
109 partially. Most of the affected
homes are in Gomati, Khowai,
Sepahijala, and North Tripura dis-
tricts. A detailed survey is cur-
rently underway.

The water level of the Howrah
River in Agartala stood at 10.91
meters at 5 PM—above the dan-
ger mark. However, it has re-
mained stable since morning and
has recently started to recede. Au-
thorities are closely tracking river
levels to prevent further escala-
tion.

There are 17 pump houses in
Agartala actively draining
stormwater into the Howrah and
Katakhal rivers. Though intense
rainfall over a short span caused
temporary waterlogging in parts
of the city, it usually subsides
within 2–3 hours.

“The state government is work-
ing round the clock to safeguard
lives and property. All depart-
ments are on high alert and are
coordinating efforts for relief,
restoration, and risk reduction,”
Pandey added.

IMPHAL, June 2: More than 19,000 people
have been affected by floods in Manipur
caused by overflowing rivers and breaches in
embankments, officials said on Monday.

They said 3,365 houses have been dam-
aged and 19,811 people affected by floods
triggered by incessant torrential rains during
the last four days.

Thirty-one relief camps have been opened
mostly in Imphal East district to mitigate the
hardships of the people who have been evac-
uated from their homes and localities.

Heingang, Wangkhei and Khurai assembly
constituencies in Imphal East district are
worst affected along with Senapati district.

Forty-seven landslides too have been re-
ported in different parts of the state during the
last four days. Several localities in the state’s
capital Imphal, and many parts of Imphal East
district have been inundated after a swollen
river breached embankments and overflowed
in Khurai, Heingang and Checkon areas, they
said.

Waterlogging was reported on the premises
of several offices, health facilities, and estab-
lishments, including All India Radio Imphal
complex, and state-run Jawaharlal Nehru In-
stitute of Medical Sciences, after the Imphal
river overflowed in the Checkon area, one of
the officials said.

Several patients, who have been undergo-
ing treatment at Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of
Medical Sciences at Porompat in Imphal East
district, were shifted to other hospitals on
Sunday evening as floodwaters entered the
premises of the health facility, he said.

Local clubs, volunteers, SDRF and NDRF
personnel joined hands to shift the patients
after floodwaters entered the female or-
thopaedic and surgery wards, located on the
ground floor, the official said.

Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla vis-
ited several inundated areas of Imphal town
even as the army and Assam Rifles personnel
rescued nearly 800 people from submerged
localities in Imphal East, the worst-affected
district, they said.

Bhalla, accompanied by Chief Secretary
PK Singh and other senior officials, visited
Kangla Nongpok Thong, Lairikyengbam
Leikai, and Singjamei Bridge in Imphal and

assessed the overall situation, a Raj Bhavan
statement said.

The water level of the Iril river in Imphal
East district crossed the danger mark on Sun-
day but is yet to breach the embankments, he
said. In view of the incessant rain, the gover-
nor announced the extension of the summer
vacation in schools in Imphal East and West
districts and the Senapati sub-division of
Senapati district until further orders.

Parts of the Senapati district have been af-
fected after the Senapati river overflowed near
Viewland colony, the officials said.

The Indian army and Assam Rifles rescued
approximately 800 civilians on Saturday, a

statement said.
Troops of Assam Rifles were deployed

with quick reaction teams to the most affected
locations in Porompat, Wankhei , Sanjen-
thong, Palace Compound, New Checkon,
Khurai Heikrumakhong Heinang, Soibam
Leikai, Wangkhei Angom Leikai, Nongmei-
bung Raj Bari in Imphal East district and ad-
joining areas.

“The total number of people rescued
reached approximately 800 people, including
10 to 20 differently abled and aged individu-
als,” the statement said.

The authorities are coordinating with all
relevant departments and agencies to ensure
timely relief and rehabilitation efforts, another
statement said.

Meanwhile, Lok Sabha MP Angomcha
Bimol Akoijam has urged the governor to de-
clare the flood situation a “state calamity”.

In a letter to Bhalla, Akoijam said the dec-
laration would enable the activation of insti-
tutional measures to deal with the present
situation.

Manipur Congress President Keisham
Meghachandra Singh on Sunday alleged that
the water resources department has failed to
control floods in various vulnerable areas of
the state. He made the remarks during a visit
to flood-affected areas of the Heingang con-
stituency of former chief minister N Birren
Singh. The Congress leader stressed that res-
idential and agricultural areas have been sub-
merged by overflowing rivers as the
construction of various retaining walls re-
mained incomplete. (PTI)

Over 10,600 in relief camps, West District
hit hardest; 201 homes damaged

Forty-seven landslides too have been reported in different parts of the state during the last four days

GANGTOK, June 2: Three army
personnel died and six soldiers
went missing after a landslide hit a
military camp at Chhaten in
Sikkim, a defence official said on
Monday.

The landslide, which occurred at
7 pm on Sunday near Lachen town
in Mangan district, was triggered
by heavy rainfall in the area, he
said.

“... A catastrophic landslide oc-
curred following intense and con-
tinuous rainfall in the region
causing death of three combatants,
identified as Havaldar Lakhwinder

Singh, Lance Naik Munish Thakur,
and Porter Abhishek Lakhada,” the
official said in a statement.

Bodies of the personnel have
been recovered, while four other
soldiers were rescued with minor
injuries, the official said in a state-
ment.

“Rescue teams are working
round-the-clock under challenging
conditions to locate the six missing
personnel,” he said. The army has
expressed deep condolences to the
families of the deceased and as-
sured all necessary support, the de-
fence official added. (PTI)

Action against 
Gomati DM for

disrespecting party
chief demanded

AGARTALA, June 2: Thou-
sands of Youth Tipra Federation
(YTF) supporters on Monday
protested in front of the office of
the district magistrate (DM) of
Gomati district, demanding action
against him for allegedly showing
disrespect to party supremo
Pradyot Kishore Manikya Deb-
barma.

YTF is Tipra Motha party’s
youth wing.

A controversy erupted after
Tarit Kanti Chakma, the district
magistrate of Gomati district, de-
clined to meet Tipra Motha
Supremo Pradyot Kishore
Manikya on May 25 night.

Manikya was accompanied by
the chief of Tripura Tribal Areas
Autonomous District Council
(TTAADC), Purna Chandra Jama-
tia, on that night.

Taking serious note of the de-
velopment, a delegation of Tipra
Motha, led by the Minister for
State for Industries & Commerce
Brishaketu Debbarma, met Chief
Minister Manik Saha and de-
manded steps against the DM.

The chief minister has asked
Chief Secretary J K Sinha to in-
vestigate the matter..

Around two thousand YTF sup-
porters gathered in front of the
DM office in the Gomati district
around 10 am on Monday. Defy-
ing the downpour, they protested
seeking action against the DM.

“Supporters of Tipra Motha’s
youth organisation today gathered
in front of the gate of the district
magistrate’s office to protest. A
group of leaders led by YTF pres-
ident Suraj Debbarma was al-
lowed to enter the DM office
premises. They locked the main
entrance gate. It was a symbolic
protest,” the Sub-Divisional Po-
lice Officer (SDPO) of Udaipur,
Nirman Das, told reporters.

The officials and employees in
the DM office worked as usual,
and there was no law and order
problem. But there was still a
gathering of people in and around
the office, he said.

Additional forces have been de-
ployed in and around the DM’s of-
fice to avoid any kind of trouble,
he said. (PTI)

AIZAWL, June 2: All schools
across Mizoram remained shut on
Monday due to heavy rain that
triggered landslides, mudslides,
rockfalls and waterlogging in dif-
ferent parts of the state, an official
said.

School Education Department
Director Angela Zothanpuii said
that all the 11 district administra-
tions announced the closure of
schools on Monday as a precau-
tionary measure to ensure the
safety of the students.

The notifications issued by the
district administrations said that
the school closure directive comes
following alarming weather fore-
casts issued by the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD), which
predicted further heavy rainfall and
possible natural hazards, including

landslides, mudflows, and rock-
falls across several parts of the
state.

Earlier, schools were closed
across the state for two days on
May 29 and May 30.

Although there was no rain, the
state capital Aizawl experienced
cloudy weather on Monday morn-
ing.

At least five people, including
three Myanmarese refugees, have
been killed so far due to landslides,
house collapses and other calami-
ties triggered by heavy rain that
lashed the state since May 24.

Officials of the state Disaster
Management and Rehabilitation
Department said that 60 houses
have collapsed or have been dam-
aged, and 69 others have been va-
cated due to landslides or
mudslides and floods across the
state so far.

A total of 211 landslides have

been reported in different parts of
the state till Sunday, and highways
have been blocked at 83 locations,
they said.

Officials of the state power de-
partment said that at least seven 33
KV sub-stations have been dam-
aged and more than one-third area
of the entire state is facing power
outages due to rain.

Restoration works are underway
and power is expected to be re-
stored in such areas within the next
two-three days if there is no further
rain, they said.

The State Public Health Engi-
neering Department also said that
water supply has been disrupted in
around 50 places and water pump-
ing machines, which feed Kolasib
and Hnahthial towns and Keitum
village in Serchhip district, have

been submerged under
water. An IMD report
said that Serchhip dis-
trict received the high-
est amount of rainfall
in the last 24 hours at
10.46 cm, followed by
Kolasib (9.83 cm) and
Aizawl (9.74 cm).

Isolated heavy to
very heavy rainfall is
likely in the state on
Monday, it said.

Chief Minister Lal-
duhoma on Sunday held an emer-
gency meeting with ministers and
senior officials in the wake of land-
slides and waterlogging, triggered
by heavy rains.

The meeting agreed to take
stringent measures regarding con-
struction and building plans as it
was observed that several incidents
were caused due to human error.

The meeting decided to facilitate
the immediate release of funds to
district disaster management au-
thorities to enable them to expedite
various work. Detailed reports of
calamities and the challenges faced
by the state government in the
wake of heavy rain would be sub-
mitted to the Centre as soon as pos-
sible.

They also agreed to give priority
to highways connecting district
headquarters and Lengpui airport
to ensure that connectivity was not
disrupted. (PTI)

All schools remain shut in 
Mizoram for third day due to rain

NHIDCL puts restrictions on
movement of vehicles on NH 10

due to emergency work
GANGTOK, June 2: The National Highways
& Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd
(NHIDCL) has issued a traffic advisory re-
stricting vehicular movement along the NH-10
(Sevoke to Rangpo) section in the light of on-
going emergency works due to sharp rise in the
Teesta River’s water level, an official said on
Monday.

An official order issued by the DGM(P)
PMU-Siliguri issued on Sunday said on June
2 and 3 traffic will be fully closed from 8 am
to 2 pm at four key locations - near Suntaley
(km 14.45), near Likhuveer (km 26 to 28), near
Melli (km 33 to 34) and km 49.98.

The 52 km stretch of NH 10 from Sevoke to
Rango connects Sikkim with Siliguri town in
West Bengal.

The traffic regulation will be further coordi-
nated with the respective district administra-
tions of Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Namchi,
Pakyong, and Gangtok for smooth execution,
it said. (PTI)

Tamang expresses gratitude to people of
Sikkim for giving SKM a second term in office
GANGTOK, June 2: Sikkim Chief Minister
and SKM president Prem Singh Tamang on
Monday thanked the people of the Himalayan
state for giving his party a thumping mandate last
year to serve them for another term.

The Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) re-
turned to power for the second time by winning
31 of the 32 seats in the state Assembly elections
last year, the results of which were announced on
June 2, 2024. The lone opposition Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front (SDF) MLA Tenzing Norbu
Lamtha had switched over to the SKM last year.

“On this significant day last year, the people
of Sikkim placed their trust in the SKM and
voted for our government, giving us a renewed
mandate for a second term,” he said in a social
media post.

Observing that it has been a remarkable year
for the state government, Tamang said that he
will remain deeply grateful to the people for re-
posting faith in the ruling party and propelling it
to the position of strength to serve the state with

dedication and renewed vigour.
The Sikkim chief minister said that the mile-

stone of extending the SKM’s rule to 6th consec-
utive year in power coincides with 50 years of
statehood which makes our shared journey
sweeter. The tireless efforts and unwavering ded-
ication of all those involved in the party and gov-
ernment have been instrumental in driving
progress and delivering transformative results for
the people of our beloved state, Tamang said and
urged everyone to reflect on what all has been
achieved together.

“I thank you all for your perseverance, unity,
and steadfast commitment. Your contributions
have brought positive change across every sector
of our society,” the SKM supremo said.

“Let us continue to move forward together in
the spirit of Team Sikkim by working towards
our collective vision of Sunaulo Sikkim, Sam-
riddha Sikkim, and Saamarth Sikkim as we strive
for even greater accomplishments in the days
ahead,” he said. (PTI)

TRIPURA FLOODS

GANGTOK, June 2: The first
batch of 18 tourist vehicles from
North Sikkim’s Lachung, carrying
more than 100 stranded tourists,
have reached Phidang in Lower
Dzongu, officials said on Monday.

Mangan District Collector Anant
Jain led the convoy to ensure that
the tourists are safely transported
back. From Phidang the tourists will
move to Gangtok.

The evacuation of the stranded
tourists from Lachung began this
morning with coordinated effort
from the local administration and
police, Army, BRO, ITBP, Forest
Department, Lachung Dzumsa,
TAAS, SHRA, Drivers’ Associa-
tions, other tourism stakeholders
and local public, officials said.

As per the latest update, another
tourist convoy comprising 284 ve-
hicles, 16 bikes with 1,678 tourists
(Male 737, Female 561, Child 380)
has crossed Theng Check Post and

is heading towards Phidang.
Lauding everyone involved in the

evacuation process, Jain said that all
the tourists from Lachung will be
transported back safely today from
the Lachung-Chungthang-Siph-
gyer-Phidang route and onwards to
Gangtok.

Jain further said that efforts are
underway to restore road connectiv-
ity to Lachen and added that once
the road is ready, tourists stranded
in Lachen will also be evacuated.

The tourists were stranded in
north Sikkim as heavy rains bat-
tered Mangan district. Two bridges
were partially damaged due to in-
clement weather conditions, they
said.

The BRO said that a sudden
cloudburst followed by incessant
heavy rains on May 30 caused
havoc in North Sikkim.

Meanwhile, Sikkim DGP Akshay
Sachdeva personally received all

tourists evacuated from Lachung.
Sachdeva, along with IGP Law

and Order Tashi Wangyal, DIG
Range Gangtok Pratap Pradhan,
and SP Mangan Sonam Detchu
Bhutia were present at Phidang to
receive the tourists.

The tourists expressed their grat-
itude to the Government of Sikkim
and all the agencies involved in the
evacuation process.

In another development, the
Tourism and Civil Aviation Depart-
ment, in a statement, advised all
tourists to exercise caution while
travelling and to plan their trips
based on the latest road and weather
updates from official sources.

With the monsoon season ap-
proaching, heavy rainfall in the re-
gion may lead to landslides and
road blockages, particularly on
routes leading to remote tourist des-
tinations.

“Your safety remains our utmost

priority. In the event of road block-
ages or any unforeseen circum-
stances, necessary relief and
evacuation support will be promptly
provided to the stranded tourists,” it
said. Mangan district authorities
have also resumed search and res-
cue operations for nine missing
tourists (including the driver) when
their vehicle plunged into Teesta
river in Mangan district on May 29,
following improvement in weather
conditions.

The operation is being carried out
under the close supervision of the
district police, district administra-
tion, ITBP, Army, Tourism and Civil
Aviation department, BRO, NDRF,
GREF, Fire and medical teams and
other stakeholders. The two tourists
who were rescued and had been re-
ceiving medical treatment at STNM
Hospital, Gangtok are now in stable
condition and recovering well, offi-
cials said. (PTI)
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NEW DELHI, June 2: Bollywood actor Akshay Kumar had to intervene and calm down
the crowd during the promotions of his upcoming film "Housefull 5" in Pune. 

Kumar visited a mall in the city alongside co-stars Nana Patekar, Jacqueline Fernandez,
Sonam Bajwa, Nargis Fakhri, Soundarya Sharma, and Fardeen Khan on Sunday for an
event. But the situation soon went out of control as the excited crowd gathered around to
catch a glimpse of the actors.

In videos that have surfaced online, a lady can be seen crying, while another individual
complained of breathlessness while trying to make his way out of the crowd. 

Kumar took over the microphone to address the situation and requested the public not to
push and stay calm. “Aap log ko yahan se jana padega. Aap dhakka dhukki mat kariye.
Haath jod ke vinanti karta hoon, yaha auratein hai, bacche hai (You will have to leave.
Don't push... I am requesting with folded hands as women and children are present here). I
request everyone," he is heard saying in the video.

Produced by Sajid Nadiadwala's production banner Nadiadwala Grandson Entertainment,
the upcoming film is the fifth installment of the "Housefull" franchise. 

It is directed by Tarun Mansukhani of “Dostana” fame and is slated to hit the big screen
on Friday. (PTI) 

BENGALuru, June 2: Let actor Kamal Haasan go to court, but no
theatres in Karnataka will screen 'Thug Life', Karnataka Film Chamber
of Commerce president M Narasimhalu said on Monday.

He was reacting to the news that the co-producer of the film, Raaj
Kamal International, had approached the court for
protection. Speaking to PTI Videos, Narasimhalu
said they only knew about Haasan's production
house approaching the Karnataka High Court after
it was reported in the media.

"We will also talk to our legal team. This is not
just a film industry issue; this has become a state
and language issue. We have received a letter from
the government regarding this. So everyone, includ-
ing pro-Kannada organisations, politicians and the
people of the state, has demanded an apology. Let
them go to court. We have not done anything
against the law. Here, none of our theatres will
screen it," said Narasimhalu.

He said the distributors had informed him that
they would arrive at a decision on Tuesday after
speaking to Haasan, who is right now in Dubai,
promoting the film.

"So, after talking to him, they will tell us their
decision. We will also discuss the court protection
move and take a decision," said Narasimhalu,
adding that even the South Indian Film Chamber of Commerce has
tried reaching out to Haasan.

The actor moved the Karnataka High Court on Monday requesting

protection to ensure the smooth release of film 'Thug Life' in the state.
The move comes in response to the KFCC recent announcement that

it would not permit the screening of the film in Karnataka unless
Haasan issues a public apology for his comment suggesting that Kan-

nada evolved from Tamil. The actor-politician had clarified that his re-
marks on Kannada were said out of love and that "love will never
apologise". (PTI) 

Akshay Kumar urges crowd to 
calm down during ‘Housefull 5’ 
promotions in Pune

LOS ANGELES, June 2: Hollywood actor Mark Hamill, known for portraying
Luke Skywalker in the first three franchise-spawning “Star Wars” films, said he is
done with the character and has no plans to essay him anymore. 

In an interview with ‘ComicBook’, the actor said he is grateful to the director,
George Lucas, for letting him be a part of the franchise. But he "had his time" with
the role. "I am so grateful to George (Lucas) for letting me be a part of that back in
the day, the humble days when George called ‘Star Wars’ ‘the most expensive low-
budget movie ever made," Hamill said. "We never expected it to become a perma-
nent franchise and a part of pop culture like that. But my deal is, I had my time.
I’m appreciative of that, but I think they should focus on the future and all the new
characters."

The 73-year-old actor played Skywalker for the first time in the 1977 "Star
Wars" film. He later reprised his role in "The Empire Strikes Back" (1980) and
"Return of the Jedi" (1983). The last film where he essayed the role was "Star
Wars: The Last Jedi" (2017). But he also did a cameo in "Star Wars: The Rise of
Skywalker" (2019). "And by the way... When I disappeared in (The Last Jedi), I
left my robes behind. And there’s no way I’m gonna appear as a naked force ghost.
I’m just letting you know that right now," the actor jokingly added. Hamill will
next feature in "The Long Walk". Directed by Francis Lawrence, the film also stars
Ben Wang and Cooper Hoffman. It is slated to release in September and is based
on the novel by Stephen King. (PTI)

Mark Hamill won’t
essay Luke Skywalker
again: I had my time

NEW DELHI, June 2: India-born
British restaurateur Asma Khan is
among women from 195 countries
who have featured in the "195" song
which has entered the Guinness
World Records for most nationalities
to contribute vocals to a musical
recording.

The song has been produced to
raise awareness about gender equal-
ity and to ignite a global movement
to uplift people through the transfor-
mative power of sound healing fre-
quencies.

The Frequency School, co-
founded by US Grammy-nominated
and multi-platinum music producer
Maejor, Martina Fuchs, Kingsley M,
Brandon Lee and Aaron Dawson, has
produced the powerful and universal
campaign which premiered during
the 55th Annual Meeting of the
World Economic Forum in Davos-
Klosters, Switzerland, from January
20 to 24. "It has always been my
dream to produce the first song in
history featuring every country on
the planet. Our vision was to unite
195 ordinary women from all walks
of life in this pioneering and ground-
breaking initiative to advocate for

gender equality and the rights of
women and girls, and to help people
struggling with mental health is-
sues," said Fuchs, who is also the
executive producer of "195".

"Breaking this record is only the
beginning, we are on a global mis-
sion to make our world a more
peaceful place," she said.

Asma Khan, an immigrant to the
UK and star of Netflix's Chef's
Table, is one of the UK's most
prominent female chefs.

She is the founder and owner of
Darjeeling Express, a well-known
London-based Indian restaurant
known for its all-female kitchen and
homestyle Indian cuisine. The
restaurant features dishes from
Khan's family recipes and the cook-
ing traditions of her upbringing in
Kolkata.

In 2024, TIME magazine named
her one of the world's 100 most in-
fluential people. She is a chef advo-
cate for the UN World Food
Programme and holds honorary fel-
lowships from Queen's College, Ox-
ford, and King's College, London,
where she earned a PhD in British
Constitutional Law. (PTI)

INDIA-BORN
RESTAURATEUR
ASMA KHAN
AMONG 195
WOMEN FEATURES
IN RECORD-
SETTING SONG

LOS ANGELES, June 2: Action icon Jackie Chan says he
didn't require any training for his latest film "Karate Kid: Leg-
ends", as he has been practicing for the last 64 years.

Directed by Jonathan Entwistle, the New York-set movie
stars Chan alongside Ralph Macchio and Ben Wang. It has
Chan reprising his role from the 2010 "The Karate Kid" re-
make.

Chan, known for performing the stunts on his own through-
out the years, said all he has been doing is "fighting".

"I don't need to anymore. I've been training every day for 64
years. I've been fighting, fighting, fighting," he told entertain-
ment news outlet Variety.

The 71-year-old actor admitted he isn't the same as he was
back then, but still continues to execute stunts on his own.

"I'm not liked I used to be when I was 20, and could do a
triple kick in the sky. Now, I do one kick," he quipped.

"Karate Kid: Legends" released in theatres of India on May
30.

The film follows Kung Fu prodigy Li Fong (Wang) as he ad-
justs to life in a new school, forges unexpected bonds, and is
drawn into an intense showdown with a local karate champion.
(PTI)

Jackie Chan didn’t train
for ‘Karate Kid: Legends’:
Been doing for 64 years,
don’t need it anymore

Let Kamal Haasan go to court, 
but no theatres in Karnataka will
screen ‘Thug Life’: KFCC

NEW DELHI, June 2: Gua-
har Khan, known for her
films such as “Rocket Singh:
Salesman of the Year” and
“Ishaqzaade”, has criticised
actor Suniel Shetty for call-
ing C-section an easier op-
tion compared to natural
childbirth.

Shetty recently praised
daughter Athiya for opting to
have a natural delivery at a
time when "everybody wants
the comfort of having a cae-
sarean baby", a comment that
led to a lot of criticism on
social media. In the first
episode of her podcast
"MaaaNoranjan", Gauhar
spoke about Shetty's remarks
and myths revolving around

the caesarean child birth.
"I want to like scream at

the top of my voice and say,
‘How could you say that?
Like how?’ There are so
many myths around this
topic, that if someone is hav-
ing a C-section, it’s the eas-
ier option. How can there be
so much misinformation?
And for a male celebrity to
say that, who didn’t go
through pregnancy, didn’t
carry a child, doesn’t know
how painful C-section is,"
she said while responding to
Shetty's comments.

In the podcast, Gauhar also
revealed that she had a mis-
carriage before the birth of
son Zehaan in 2023.

"There’s one thing I never
told everyone. I did have a
miscarriage before Zehaan.
What should I tell you about
that feeling? It’s impossible
to describe it. It was a preg-
nancy, I lost the baby after
almost 9 weeks. That loss
was extremely difficult," she
said.

The actor, who is married
to Zaid Darbar, son of noted
music composer Ismail Dar-
bar, announced earlier this
year that she is expecting her
second child.

In an interview last month,
Shetty praised daughter
Athiya's decision to opt for a
natural delivery.

"In a world where every-

body wants the comfort of
having a caesarean baby, she
chose not to do that and had
a natural delivery. I remem-
ber how every nurse and pae-
diatrician in the hospital said
that it’s unbelievable how
she went through the whole
process," Shetty said.

The actor, who faced a lot
of criticism for his remarks,
later told PTI that his words
were "misrepresented" "If I
am wrong, I have always
been ready to say 'sorry' to
the world, I have no ego...
But, I know how I treat
women... I am a responsible
citizen of this country, I
know what I say," he said.
(PTI)

Many myths around C-section being easy option:
Gauahar Khan on Suniel Shetty’s comments 
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Bishnu Ram
Nunisa 

honoured with
Kriya Saurabh

Bota
HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, June 2: Cele-
brated sports organiser Dr.
Bishnu Ram Nunisa was con-
ferred with the Kriya Saurabh
Bota by Abhinandan Sanskritik
Goshti at Kalakshetra, here, on
May 31. This prestigious honour
was bestowed in the esteemed
presence of eminent dignitaries
and stalwarts from Assam’s cul-
tural and intellectual spheres.

The event was graced by Dr.
B. Kalyan Chakraborty, IAS,
Additional Chief Secretary to
the Government of Assam;
Padma Shri Dr. Surjya Kanta
Hazarika, former President of
the Assam Sahitya Sabha; Nu-
ruddin Ahmed, Sangeet Natak
Akademi Awardee; celebrated
Assamese novelist and Sahitya
Akademi Awardee Jayanta Mad-
hab Bora; renowned singer Dr.
Anjan Jyoti Choudhury; another
awardee, eminent littérateur and
educationist Dr. Dayananda
Pathak; and distinguished As-
samese artist Dipen Baruah.

Coach Ram Kumar
Samanta’s students
shine at Int’l Ring

Fight C’ship

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 2: Ram
Kumar Samanta, a black belt
holder in IAKO Kickboxing and
a Kung Fu master, is a dedicated
martial arts instructor based in
Namsai and trains 25 students of
various age groups and skill lev-
els at the Satsanagar Football
Field. His commitment to mar-
tial arts and his students has
earned him widespread respect
in the local community.

In 2022, he earned his black
belt at the National Kickboxing
Championship held in Odisha,
cementing his status as a sea-
soned martial artist.

Recently, six of his students
participated in the 1st Interna-
tional Ring Fight Championship
2025, held from May 23 to 26 at
G.C.P.E. College, Domaguda,
Telangana. The prestigious
event featured participants from
several countries, including
Nepal and Bhutan, promoting
international sportsmanship. The
championship was sponsored by
Matta Venkataiah Goud.

Four of Samanta’s students
brought home silver medals in
their respective categories -
Gorav Samanta secured 2nd
place, Silver medal (Under 35–
40 years); Chou Dhamma Raja
Hopak, secured 2nd place, silver
medal (Under 31–35 years);
Nipul Bora, secured 2nd place,
silver medal (Under 61–65
years); Gidion Bhengra, secured
2nd place, silver medal (Under
65–69 years). This achievement
reflects the students’ dedication
and the outstanding mentorship
of Ram Kumar Samanta. 

Satwik-Chirag lead Charge aS indian
ShuttlerS eye glory in indoneSia

Joe Root hits 166 not out to lead 
England to series win against WI

CARDIFF, June 2: Joe Root hit
a stunning 166 not out as England
beat West Indies by three wickets
at Sophia Gardens in the second
ODI on Sunday to clinch the se-
ries.

England scored 312-7 with
seven balls remaining in reply to
West Indies' 308 all out in 47.4
overs — led by Keacy Carty's
103.

After winning the toss and put-
ting on a ragged display in the
field with four dropped catches
and two missed runouts, England
was reeling in its chase on 2-2
and 133-5.

But Root thumped two sixes
and 21 fours, putting on 143 in
121 balls alongside Will Jacks,
who made a vital 49, to lift Eng-
land into an unassailable 2-0 lead
in the three-match series.

Root leapfrogged Eoin Morgan
to become England's all-time
leading ODI run-scorer during his
139-ball innings. Root has 7,082
runs, passing Morgan's tally of
6,957. 

“I want to give as much as I can
for England for as long as I can,”
Root said. “I've still got a lot to
give and a lot more runs in there
and, hopefully, an innings like
that shows that."

England's Harry Brook, who
scored 47, enjoyed his first series
win since becoming full-time
white-ball captain.

Brandon King (59) and Shai

Hope (78) backed up Carty but
England fought back thanks to 4-
63 from Adil Rashid and Saqib
Mahmood's 3-37 as the Windies
lost its last eight wickets for 103.

It seemed that total would be
enough to set up a decider at the
Oval on Tuesday but Root's 18th
ODI hundred and his highest
score in the format got England
over the line.

His efforts were all the more
remarkable after England lost
three of its top five for ducks, in-
cluding both openers as Jamie
Smith pushed hard and nicked off
and Ben Duckett flashed to deep
third. Jos Buttler also failed to
score any runs.

Alzarri Joseph took 4-31 in 10
overs.

The 34-year-old Root domi-
nated the day at Cardiff and
scored the winning runs.

Root is also England's all-time
leading scorer in test matches.

With the scores level, Root hit
a four off Jayden Seales to seal
the win and complete arguably
one of his best innings in any for-
mat, given England's dreadful
start. England made an enforced
change, bringing in seamer
Matthew Potts for Jamie Overton,
who broke a finger on Thursday
as England won the first ODI by
238 runs at Edgbaston.

West Indies replaced Amir Jan-
goo with Shimron Hetmyer in the
middle order.(AP) 

French Open: Carlos Alcaraz shows sportsmanship
by conceding a point in win over Ben Shelton

PARIS, June 2: Carlos Alcaraz
conjured up what initially ap-
peared — to the chair umpire, to
everyone watching in the stands
or on TV and to his opponent,
Ben Shelton — a remarkable
lunging volley to win a point at
the French Open.

But Alcaraz knew it shouldn't
count. So after briefly thinking
about it, the defending cham-
pion at Roland-Garros fessed up
and called himself for breaking
the rules, handing the point to
Shelton during what would be-
come a 7-6 (8), 6-3, 4-6, 6-4
victory for Alcaraz in the fourth
round.

“It's a shame, because it was
the Hot Shot' of the day,” Al-
caraz said later with a smile.

“Crazy shot,” Shelton said.
Here's what happened: Early

in the second set, Shelton
whipped a passing shot well out
of Alcaraz's reach up at the net.

So Alcaraz flung his racket —
and, as his equipment flipped
through the air, its strings some-
how not only made contact with
the ball but sent it back over the
net and onto the other side of
the court.

Initially, the second-seeded
Alcaraz was awarded the point.
But he went over to the chair
umpire to admit that he wasn't
holding his racket when it
touched the ball. 

That's not allowed, so he con-
ceded the point to Shelton, an
American seeded 13th.

When the official informed
the Court Philippe-Chatrier
crowd what had happened, Al-
caraz was given a round of ap-
plause.

"I thought, 'OK, I could not
say anything.' But I would have
felt guilty if I didn't say any-
thing," Alcaraz explained. 

“It's just about if I know that

I didn't (do), or I did, a wrong
thing. ... I have to say. I have to
be honest with myself. I have to
be honest with Ben, with every-
one. ... It's just about the respect
we have against each other, and
I think that sports, in general,
should be like this.”

It came at what could have
been a critical moment, because
instead of leading 40-30 on his
serve, Alcaraz was now down
30-40, giving Shelton his first
break point of the match. 

But Alcaraz saved that one
— and five others in that 20-
point game — along the way
to taking a two-set lead in an
entertaining matchup between
a pair of 22-year-olds who hit
the ball hard.

“I thought it was clean, you
know? I thought he hit the vol-
ley, and (then) the racket flew
out of his hand,” Shelton said.
“I was kind of surprised that he

was, like, No, I let go of the
racket and threw it.' ... Obvi-
ously a guy with a lot of sports-
manship.”

Shelton, twice a semifinalist
at majors, delivered serves at up
to 143 mph (230 kph) and fore-
hands at up to 116 mph (187
kph). Alcaraz, already a four-
time Grand Slam champion,
showed off various parts of his
repertoire.

It was tighter than the score
might indicate: Shelton held
three opportunities to own the
opening set, leading in the
tiebreaker at 6-4, 6-5 and 7-6.
Take any of the subsequent
points, and Shelton would own
that set.

But Alcaraz — who meets
No. 12 Tommy Paul of the U.S.
in the quarterfinals Tuesday —
saved the first with a service
winner. Shelton netted a back-
hand on the next. 

And the last ended with Shel-
ton smacking a backhand right
at the body of Alcaraz, who was
up at the net and contorted him-
self in order to chop a drop vol-
ley winner.

Alcaraz then converted his
second set point, closing a 15-
stroke exchange with a down-
the-line forehand that drew a
mistake from Shelton.

The third set went to Shelton
when Alcaraz put a forehand
into the net, and the big-
swinging American punched
the air, then his chest, and
screamed: “Let's go, baby!
Come on!”

The fourth swung Alcaraz's
way when he used a drop shot
winner to set up a break point
that he claimed for a 2-1 edge
and, after a total of 3 hours, 19
minutes, he was able to finish
off an 11th consecutive win at
Roland-Garros. (AP) 

JAKARTA, June 2: Former
champions Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty will
look to keep their comeback story
on track as they spearhead India's
challenge at the USD 1,450,000 In-
donesia Open Super 1000 bad-
minton tournament, beginning here
on Tuesday.

The former world No. 1 pair, who
returned to action after regaining
fitness with a creditable semifinal
finish at the Singapore Open last
week, will be eager to go the dis-
tance this week and reclaim the tro-
phy they won in 2023. 

Currently ranked 27th, Satwik
and Chirag are expected to inch
closer to the top 20 following their
exploits in Singapore. They will
open their campaign against the In-
donesian duo of Leo Rolly Car-
nando and Bagas Maulana at Istora
Senayan arena,    the spiritual home
of badminton. The conditions at Is-
tora suit the Indians and a win could
set up a potential clash with their
nemesis, Malaysia's Aaron Chia and
Soh Wooi Yik, who ended their run
last week and enjoy a dominant

record against the Indian duo.
The two had missed last few

weeks of action due to Satwik's
health issues and Chirag's lingering
back injury, which took time to
heal. 

However, the star pair displayed
their trademark brilliance last week
when they outclassed the world No.
1 Malaysian duo of Goh Sze Fei
and Nur Izzuddin with a tactical
masterclass en route to the semifi-
nals. Two-time Olympic medallist P
V Sindhu will also aim for a deep
run following a string of under-
whelming performances this year.

The 29-year-old suffered a ham-
string injury during training in
Guwahati in February, which ruled
her out of the Asia Team Champi-
onships. Since returning, she has
lost matches to players such as
Thuy Linh Nguyen, Putri Kusuma
Wardani, and Kim Ga Eun to make
early exit from tournaments. Last
week, the 2022 Commonwealth
Games champion showed glimpses
of her former self before narrowly
going down to Tokyo Olympic
champion Chen Yu Fei of China in

the second round.
With new Indonesian coach Ir-

wansyah Adi Pratama in her corner,
Sindhu will hope to rediscover her
rhythm when she faces a familiar
foe in former world champion No-
zomi Okuhara of Japan.

The duo has shared several nail-
biting encounters over the years,
with a close head-to-head record re-
flecting their fierce rivalry. Tues-
day's match promises to be another
gripping contest as both players at-
tempt to reclaim their stature in
world badminton. A win could pit
Sindhu, the 2019 World Champion,
against Thailand's Pornpawee
Chochuwong in the second round.

Among others in women's sin-
gles, Anupama Upadhyaya will take
on Korea's Kim Ga Eun, Rakshitha
Sree Ramraj faces Thailand's left-
hander Supanida Katethong, while
Malvika Bansod meets Indonesia's
Putri Kusuma Wardani.

In the men's singles, HS Prannoy,
a 2023 World Championships
bronze medallist, will look to regain
form when he takes on Indonesia's
Alwi Farhan. (PTI) 

AHMEDABAD, June 2: Mum-
bai Indians knew Shreyas Iyer
giving himself time in the middle
to bat long was a sign of “dan-
ger”, said head coach Mahela
Jayawardene after his side failed
to execute in the knockout clash
against Punjab Kings. Iyer struck
as many as eight sixes and five
fours to make 87 not out from
only 41 balls to power Punjab
Kings into the IPL final for the
first time in 11 years. 

“He took his time. He knew
they would a bit under pressure,
so he was taking his time. We
knew that was a danger,”
Jayawardene told the media after
the after wicket loss on Sunday
night.

“As long as we didn't give him
that partnership with Nehal (Wad-
hera), we would have been able to
squeeze through because he
would have had to go (out to at-

tack) early, not wait that long.”
“He got Nehal to do the bulk of

the work at that point, so that
shows the experience, and he
knew he had to take the game
deep and he did. We were trying
those options with the wickets,
but it just didn't work for us
today,” Jayawardene added. 

A former Mumbai Indians
player, Wadhera (48 off 29 balls)
consolidated for Punjab Kings
with a robust 84-run stand for the
fourth wicket to turn the tables
with Iyer at the helm, while also
making the most of two lifelines
he got in form of dropped
catches. 

Jayawardene said MI had a
good campaign after a poor start
to this season. “It was a
good campaign for us, the way we
started, and how we regrouped as
a team and had played some re-
ally, really good cricket,” he said.

“We had our opportunities get-
ting to the playoffs and we had a
really good game first up (Elimi-
nator) and even today I thought
we played some good cricket, ex-
cept for Kings playing better
cricket than us, especially with
the bat."

Jayawardene heaped praise on
their batting mainstay Suryaku-
mar Yadav who showed remark-
able consistency throughout the
tournament to finish with 717
runs. His tally marked the first
time any MI batter scored 700 of
more runs in an IPL season. “Sky
has been brilliant, very consis-
tent,” Jayawardene said. 

“Reading the game, especially
in those situations. He was very,
very good in many different con-
ditions as well, that's where qual-
ity of the player stands out."

“For him to be that consistent
in playing in different surfaces,

different bowling attacks, shows
what a quality T20 batsman he is,
especially a lot of the times it
took the spinners down pretty
well and that role was pretty cru-
cial for us,” he added.

The head coach's assessed that
MI did not get as many runs as
they could probably have got
which was also among the rea-
sons for their defeat. “We proba-
bly left a bit of runs on the park
as well with the bat. We lost our
way after having that start. It was
(losing) back to back wickets
probably (which) slowed us down
a little bit,” he said. 

“But I thought 200 was still a
good score in a qualifier… the
pressure. We picked up those
wickets as well up front and a few
mistakes cost us the game and the
bowling also, the execution was-
n't up to the standards as well,” he
added. (PTI)

Iyer took his time in middle and we knew
that was a danger: Mahela Jayawardene

Gukesh turns tables;
Carlsen bangs one after 

Indian triumphs in 
Norway Chess showdown

STAVANGER, June 2: World
champion D Gukesh got his revenge
on Magnus Carlsen as he pounced
on a blunder by the world no.1 to
defeat him for the first time in a clas-
sical game, leaving the Norwegian
superstar so frustrated that he
banged his fist on the board after
Round 6 of Norway Chess Tourna-
ment here.

The win on Sunday propelled 19-
year-old Gukesh to third position
with 8.5 points and he is just one
point shy of joint leaders Carlsen
and American Grandmaster Fabiano
Caruana. "There wasn't much I
could do. It was just clearly lost (his
position)...luckily he (Carlsen) got
into a time scramble," the reticent
Chennai-lad said after the eagerly-
watched contest.

"First Classical win over Magnus,
not the way I expected (or) wanted
it to be but I will take it. I was just
trying to make moves (today) which
kind of were tricky for him," he ex-
plained. "...99 out of 100 times I
would lose… just a lucky day,"
Gukesh later told the tournament
broadcasters. Five-time world
champion Carlsen seemed to have
the upper-hand almost throughout
the four-hour-long contest but a crit-
ical mistake allowed Gukesh to turn
the tables on the Norwegian and se-
cure a remarkable win.

Carlsen realised his mistake but
by then it was too late. The Norwe-
gian superstar vented his frustration
by banging his fist on the table,
causing the chess board to be di-

shevelled.
Disbelief and frustration was writ

large on his face as he shook hands
with Gukesh before placing all the
pieces back on the board and walk-
ing away patting the winner on the
back. Gukesh was calm personified
amid all this. He closed his eyes for
a moment after the rather tense
handshake with a clearly upset
Carlsen. The victory had come after
a crushing Round 1 loss to iconic
player which had cast a shadow on
whether Gukesh would be able to
overcome Carlsen's challenge in the
reverse game.

Arjun Erigaisi, following an Ar-
mageddon tie-break win against
China's Wei Yi, is tied fourth with
Hikaru Nakamura on 7.5 points in a
tournament where virtually all the
six players have a chance of winning
the prestigious title.

Carlsen, playing with black
pieces, had earlier outplayed
Gukesh with a near-perfect game.
But the Indian kept prolonging the
proceedings by finding the right
moves to survive.

Eventually, Carlsen dropped his
knight, and Gukesh pounced on his
opponent's error to go for the kill. 

"One thing I learned from this
tournament was time scrambles can
go out of control," said Gukesh.

On his loss in Round 1 despite
being in an advantageous position,
Gukesh said, "I don't know, I'm still
kind of shaken from that game. I
don't know what happened, basi-
cally. (PTI) 
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AHMEDABAD, June 2: Virat Kohli’s
nearly two-decade long agonising wait to
lay hands on an IPL Trophy with Royal
Challengers Bengaluru will be up against
Shreyas Iyer’s resolve to make first-time
winners out of the tenacious Punjab Kings
when the 18th season finale of the world’s
biggest T20 league unfolds here on Tues-
day.

The summit clash here at the Narendra
Modi Stadium could witness a thousands of
fans donning jersey No.18 to support Kohli,
who is in an IPL final for a fourth time over-
all.

The sentiments of the fans would indeed
run high given it will be Kohli’s last appear-
ance on the cricket field for a while, having
recently retired from Test cricket and India’s
next ODI assignment a few months away.

Parting ways with issues that plagued
their previous campaigns, RCB have been
clinical all the way through, coming into the
final with an eight-wicket hammering of
Punjab in a one-sided Qualifier 1.

Kohli (614 runs) has gone about his busi-
ness like every other year, piling up runs at
the top and continuing to lay platforms but
where it has made the difference for RCB is
that there’s a lot more substance to their bat-
ting beyond the superstar.

Kohli has not been the only one to carry
the focus and attention this year, rather he
has quietly gone about his business in forti-
fying for RCB. Phil Salt is a perfect foil for
the Indian superstar who goes all-out in his
attack, while Mayank Agarwal, skipper
Rajat Patidar and Jitesh Sharma are the
trusted lieutenants of that batting line-up.

Since he has missed RCB’s last two
games, it remains to be seen if Tim David is
fit for this contest as he forms a vital death
overs batting pair with another burly hitter
in Romario Shepherd.

Like Kohli in their batting, the calm and

composed Josh Hazlewood (21 wickets) has
been at the helm of RCB’s rise and the
fourth highest wicket-taker and the Aus-
tralian would want to add more to move up
the ladder in one last game.

On their part, stung by that crushing de-
feat in their homeground at Mullanpur,
Iyer’s Kings showed no scars from that de-
feat as they knocked out five-time winners
Mumbai Indians in Qualifier 2 to reach their
first final after 11 years.

It’s only fitting that PBKS and RCB, who
finished at the top two positions respectively
after a gruelling 70-match league round,
have a crack at the trophy which has eluded
them from the time the competition began.

Perennial finishers in the second half of
the 10-team points table, Punjab Kings have
staged a sensational turnaround with two

dogged personalities in captain Iyer and
coach Ricky Ponting at the helm.

For Iyer (603 runs), a second consecutive
appearance in an IPL final after winning it
last year with Kolkata Knight Riders speaks
volumes about his capabilities as a leader
who marshals his troops as good as any
other in the format.

It is, therefore, not a surprise to see Iyer
being the only cricketer in the 18-year his-
tory of the tournament to have led three dif-
ferent teams in IPL finals, with Delhi
Capitals being the third.

Iyer’s perseverance is not the only quality
that stands out for the 30-year-old Punjab
captain but also the fact that he remains as
hungry to win this IPL as he was when he
began the journey with the franchise a few
months ago.

In Prabhsimran Singh, Josh Inglis,
Priyansh Arya and Shashank Singh, Iyer has
adequate support to hold his fort staunchly
and even lead aggressive attacks on the op-
position camp.

Punjab’s bowling, without Marcus Jansen,
did look a little depleted but having man-
aged to keep a lid on Mumbai Indians’ for
the entirely of an innings on a batting-
friendly wicket tells that there is more to it
than what has been perceived.

Yuzvendra Chahal is still dealing with a
hand injury and was not at his absolute best
in the Qualifier 2 but Punjab would need
him to fire against his former franchise.

While there are no predictions of rains im-
pacting the contest, an additional hour to the
playtime extending the duration to 120 min-
utes and having a reserve day in the final are
the measures in place to ensure the contest
is completed.

Teams:
Royal Challengers Bengaluru: Rajat

Patidar (c), Virat Kohli, Phil Salt (wk), Jitesh
Sharma (wk), Devdutt Padikkal, Swastik
Chhikara, Liam Livingstone, Krunal
Pandya, Swapnil Singh, Tim David, Ro-
mario Shepherd, Manoj Bhandage, Josh Ha-
zlewood, Rasikh Salam Dar, Suyash
Sharma, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Nuwan
Thushara, Lungi Ngidi, Abhinandan Singh,
Mohit Rathee, Yash Dayal.

Punjab Kings: Shreyas Iyer (c), Nehal
Wadhera, Vishnu Vinod (wk), Josh Inglis
(wk), Harnoor Pannu, Pyla Avinash, Prabh-
simran Singh (wk), Shashank Singh, Marcus
Stoinis, Harpreet Brar, Azmatullah Omarzai,
Priyansh Arya, Aaron Hardie, Musheer
Khan, Suryansh Shedge, Mitch Owen, Ar-
shdeep Singh, Yuzvendra Chahal, Vyshak
Vijaykumar, Yash Thakur, Kuldeep Sen,
Xavier Bartlett, Pravin Dubey, Kyle
Jamieson.

Match starts at 7:30pm IST. (PTI)

RCB and Virat Kohli’s 18-year wait meets Punjab
Kings’ tenacity as IPL set to crown new winner

AHMEDABAD, June 2: An ardent
fan of Virat Kohli and Hardik Pandya,
rising Indian paddler Ankur Bhattachar-
jee once aspired to be a cricketer before
shifting to table tennis, but his love for
cricket still remains.

The 18-year-old is big admirer of
Kohli’s aggression and Hardik’s mental
strength and wants to imbibe those qual-
ities into his game.

“There is a lot of aggression in my
game, so I admire Virat Kohli sir’s ag-
gressive attitude. I also love Hardik
Pandya sir’s mental strength. I follow
both a lot and try to bring their qualities
into my game,” Ankur told PTI.

Despite turning pro in table tennis, his
love for cricket still remains and he
doesn’t miss a single India match.

But after taking up table tennis, his
only goal was to fulfil his parents’
dream.

“I love cricket a lot and try not to miss
a single India match. I wanted to be a
cricketer but my father and mother both
were table tennis players and they are
my personal coach too,” Ankur said.

“My mother pressured me by saying
everyone plays cricket, you play table
tennis. Then I started playing and I loved
it.

“Both my father (Angshuman Bhat-
tacharjee) and mother (Kuntali Bhat-
tacharjee) were national level players.”

Ankur is currently participating in the
sixth season of the Ultimate Table Ten-
nis League for Kolkata Thunder Blades.

“This year I feel our team is stronger

than last year. My form is also better
than last year, so I feel we can win the
title this year,” he said.

“UTT is a big platform for young-
sters, I feel more such tournaments like
UTT should happen. Like last year be-
fore playing UTT my India ranking was
out of 10, but now I am India ranking 2
in singles.

“I have just returned after playing
World Championships and had a decent
performance there.”

Ankur had already stamped his au-
thority at the junior level, having won
the under-19 boys singles title at the
Youth National Championships for three
years in a row. He has also won three
consecutive bronze medals at the Junior
Asian Championships.

“I played 6 tournaments at youth level
this year and won all of them. This is my
first year at senior level and till now I
feel I am performing well but I need to
take this to the next level,” he said.

Just like any other athlete, Ankur’s
target is to finish on the podium in big
international tournaments in future.

“Just came back after playing World
Championships, so the next target is to
win a medal for India at Asian Champi-
onships in Bhubaneswar this year,” he
said.

“Just like everyone, my future goal is
to win Olympic gold but it is easier said
than done. I am not thinking about it
now. I am taking one step at a time.”

Besides being a table tennis player,
Ankur also writes poems in Bengali, a
quality which he got from his grandfa-
ther.

“I used to write a lot earlier and even
written for some books as well. I got in-
spired to write from my grandfather who
was a poet. Now I don’t get much time
to write but do try as and when I can,”
he said. (PTI)

Kohli’s aggression, Hardik’s resilience
inspiring young TT player Ankur

ACC postpones Women’s Emerging Asia Cup
tournament after request from hosts Sri Lanka

PCB makes it mandatory for
contracted players to
compete in one domestic event

Klaasen announces retirement from international cricket

MELBOURNE, June 2: Aus-
tralian all-rounder Glenn
Maxwell on Monday retired
from ODIs to focus on next
year’s T20 World Cup in India
and Sri Lanka, saying that he
did not want to “play for selfish
reasons” given how his body
has been struggling to hold up.

The 36-year-old explosive
batter and often underestimated
off-spin bowler played 149 ODI
matches for Australia including
what is regarded by many the
greatest one-day innings of all-
time.

Maxwell came in against
Afghanistan at the 2023 World
Cup with his side reeling at 7-
91. In a high-pressure situation
and battling severe cramps in
searing heat, he smashed 201
off just 128 balls to snatch vic-
tory from jaws of defeat. Aus-
tralia went on to win the World
Cup, beating favourites India in
Ahmedabad.

“I felt like I was letting the
team down a little bit with how
body was reacting to the condi-
tions. I had a good chat with
(Chair of Selectors) George
Bailey and I asked him what his
thoughts were going forward,”
he told the ‘Final Word Pod-
cast’.

“We talked about the 2027
World Cup and I said to him ‘I
don’t think I am going to make
that, it’s time to start planning
for people in my position to
have a crack at it and make the
position their own’.”

Maxwell had recently re-
turned from an IPL stint with
Punjab Kings that was cut short
by a broken finger.

“I always said I wasn’t going
to hand my position over if I felt
like I was still good enough to
play. I didn’t want to just hold
on for a couple of series and al-
most play for selfish reasons,”
said the explosive batter.

Maxwell’s strike rate of 126
is the second highest in ODI

cricket, behind only the West
Indian heavy hitter Andre Rus-
sell. He has four hundreds and
23 half centuries along with 77
wickets.

“Maxwell has made the deci-
sion to prioritise his preparation
for the 2026 ICC Men’s T20
World Cup in India and Sri
Lanka, the Big Bash League
and his other global commit-
ments,” Cricket Australia said
in a statement.

Maxwell played many in-
credible games across his deco-
rated one-day career which
included two ODI World Cup
wins. The announcement marks
second significant retirement of
an Australian team member fol-
lowing Marcus Stoinis’ decision
to quit ODI cricket earlier this
year.

“I think back to right at the
start I was picked ahead of my
time and out of the blue. I was
just proud just to be playing a
couple of games for Australia. I
thought I was just going to have
that,” said Maxwell reflecting
on his ODI career.

“Since then, I have been able
to go through the up and downs
of being dropped, being brought
back, playing in a few World
Cups and being a part of some
great teams.”

Todd Greenberg, CA Chief
Executive congratulated
Maxwell an exciting and influ-
ential one day international ca-
reer.

“Glenn’s ballistic batting has
lit up the cricket world and been
one of the cornerstones of Aus-
tralia’s continued success in the
50 over game, including his
heroic role in the 2023 World
Cup triumph,” he said.

“As with other greats of the
game, crowds have flocked to
grounds just to watch Glenn bat
and children have been inspired
to pick up a bat after seeing him
put opposition attacks to the
sword with a breathtaking array
of shots.”

Former Australia captain and
current chief selector George
Bailey too spoke glowingly of
Maxwell.

“Glenn will be known as one
of the one-day game’s most dy-
namic players, who had key
roles in two ODI World Cup
victories.

“His level of natural talent
and skill is remarkable. Fortu-
nately, he still has much to offer
Australia in the T20 format. All
things going well he will be piv-
otal in the next 12 months as we
build toward the World Cup
early next year,” said Bailey.
(PTI) 

Don’t want to play for selfish
reasons: Maxwell retires from
ODIs to focus on T20 cricket
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CAPE TOWN, June 2:South African power-hitter Hein-
rich Klaasen on Monday announced his retirement from all
forms of international cricket with immediate effect as he
aims to strike a work-life balance, prioritising his commit-
ments in franchise leagues across the globe.

The 33-year-old Klaasen had announced his retirement
from Test cricket in January last year
and has now also decided to quit the
white ball formats having represented
the Proteas in 4 Tests, 60 ODIs and
58 T20Is in which he scored 2764
runs.

“It is a sad day for me as I an-
nounce that I have decided to step
away from international cricket. It
took me a long time to decide what’s
best for me and my family for the fu-
ture. It was truly a very difficult de-
cision but also one that I have
absolute peace with,” Klaasen an-
nounced on his Instagram.

One of the most sought after bat-
ters in the T20 leagues, Klaasen had recently represented
Sunrisers Hyderabad in the IPL and scored a ton in the con-
cluding league game. His next assignment will be Major
League Cricket in the United States for Seattle Orcas later
this month. Klaasen, who played in the T20 World Cup final
against India, termed playing for the national team as his
“biggest privilege”.

“From the first day, it was the biggest privilege represent-
ing my country and it was everything that I have worked for

and dreamed about as a young boy,” Klaasen said in his
emotional statement.

Someone who is known for his towering sixes and game-
changing knocks as a finisher in the T20 universe, the deci-
sion is hardly surprising as the hectic international calendar
is taking a toll on physical and mental health of the players.

There has been multiple surveys
that have pointed at this trend where
barring India whose active male
cricketers are not allowed to ply their
trade in other leagues, top players
from other countries would explore
options of turning full-fledged free-
lancers.

“I look forward to spending more
time with my family as this decision
will allow me to do so.”

Klaasen fondly remembered the
friendships forged on a day when an-
other white ball exponent Glenn
Maxwell quit ODIs.

“I have made great friendships and
relationships that I will treasure for life. Playing for the Pro-
teas gave me the opportunity to meet great people that
changed my life, and to those people I can’t say thank you
enough. My road to wearing the Proteas shirt was different
than most and there were certain coaches in my career that
kept believing in me - to them I will always be grateful.”

“To have played with the Proteas badge on my chest was
and will always be the biggest honour in my career,” he con-
cluded. (PTI) 

LAHORE, June 2: The Asian Cricket Council (ACC) on
Monday announced the postponement of the Women’s Emerg-
ing Teams Asia Cup tournament earlier scheduled to begin from
June 6 due to adverse weather conditions and public health con-
cerns in host country Sri Lanka.

The decision to postpone the tournament comes after con-
sultations were held on a letter received from Sri Lanka Cricket
Board President Shammi Silva who wrote to ACC chief
Mohsin Raza Naqvi, seeking postponement of the event.

Silva cited adverse weather conditions in Sri Lanka and
health concerns owing to the spread of chikungunya disease in
the region, the ACC said in a statement. Naqvi, who is also
chairman of the Pakistan Cricket Board, said the continental
body values the importance of promoting women’s cricket and
nurturing emerging talent in the region. “The ACC is committed
to providing opportunities for young women cricketers to de-
velop their skills and compete at the highest level,” he said.

“We understand the strategic significance of this tournament
in shaping the future of women’s cricket in Asia, and we will
work diligently to reschedule the event at the earliest possible
date.” Naqvi said the ACC will announce the new dates for the
tournament in due course. A reliable source close to the ACC
also said that there were serious doubts about whether the men’s
Asia Cup T20 tournament would be held in September because
of the recent border tension between Pakistan and India.

“Don’t see the Asia Cup happening because given the situa-
tion it would be difficult for the BCCI to get the clearance from
its government to host the event and invite the Pakistan team
to India,” said the source. (PTI)

LAHORE, June 2: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) on Monday
made it mandatory for all cen-
trally-contracted and international
players to play at least one domes-
tic event during the season when
free from national commitments.

The PCB felt that the only way
to improve the quality of players
was to make the domestic structure
more competitive.

PCB Chairman Mohsin Naqvi,
who chaired the meeting, said it
would allow domestic players and
youngsters to play alongside inter-
national players and share dressing
room with them.

“It will benefit the domestic
players in the long run and be pre-
pared for what to expect at the In-
ternational level,” he said.

The meeting was attended by
national team’s new white-ball
head coach, Mike Hesson,
Salman Ali Agha, the captain of
the T20 side, Usman Wahla, the
head of international cricket af-
fairs and Aaqib Javed the Direc-
tor National Cricket Academy.
The PCB also decided to start
work on issuance of new central
contracts for 2025-26 and meet
the July 30 deadline, having
missed it in last two years.

The PCB last year introduced
new first class, ODI and T20 com-
petitions known as the Champions
Cup and even hired five mentors
for all five teams at hefty salaries
but decided to scrap the Champi-
ons Cup for the coming domestic
season.

Usman Wahla also confirmed
the international commitments for
the next six months including
home series against South Africa
and Sri Lanka and tours to West In-
dies and Bangladesh. (PTI)
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