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Debabrata Saikia slammed for opposing deportation of illegal migrants

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 10: Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Tuesday alleged that beef is being
“weaponised” to intimidate Hindu
communities in the state, referring
incidents where the meat was pur-
portedly discarded in public areas
following Eid celebrations last
week.

Speaking at a press conference
at the BJP state headquarters,
Sarma claimed the act was a delib-
erate provocation aimed at chang-
ing the social dynamics in
mixed-population areas.

“Earlier, Muslim families living
in Hindu localities used to be
mindful of sentiments. Now, left-
overs are being thrown around to
force Hindus out,” he said.

He cited instances of beef al-
legedly found near places such as
Cotton University in Guwahati.

“Eating beef during Eid is a per-

Warning of further escalation,
the Chief Minister said, “At this
rate, in 20 years, beef could be
thrown in front of the Kamakhya
temple.”

He urged law enforcement to act
decisively, but stressed that public

sonal choice, but it cannot be used
to provoke or insult others,” Sarma
asserted, lamenting the lack of
public protests over the incidents.

He added that only three Muslim
individuals had reached out to ex-
press disapproval.

Meghalaya police get 7-day
remand of another accused

GUWAHATI, June 10: The
Assam cabinet on Tuesday ac-
corded approval to increase the in-
centives of Accredited Social
Health Activist (ASHA) workers

INDORE, June 10: A 23-year-old
accused in the murder of Indore
transport  businessman  Raja
Raghuvanshi was on Tuesday pro-
duced in a district court which sent
him to transit custody of the
Meghalaya police for seven days,
a police official said.

The Meghalaya police produced
accused Anand Kurmi (23) before
the court, Indore’s Additional
Deputy Commissioner of Police
Rajesh Dandotia told PTI.

The court sent Kurmi to transit
custody till June 16 on the request
of the Meghalaya police, he said.

Kurmi was brought to Indore
after being detained from Sagar
district in Madhya Pradesh on
Monday, the official said.

Three other accused arrested in
the Raja Raghuvanshi murder case
- Raj Kushwaha, Vishal Chauhan
and Akash Rajput - were sent to
the Meghalaya police’s transit cus-

CMca

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 10: To acceler-
ate development across the Barak
Valley region, Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Tuesday
convened a high-level meeting with
state ministers, MLAs and senior of-
ficials of the Barak Valley Develop-
ment Department at his Lok Sewa
Bhawan office, according to an offi-
cial statement.

Emphasising the social, economic
and strategic significance of the val-
ley, Sarma called for a unified devel-
opment vision to ensure balanced
growth across the three districts of
Cachar, Hailakandi and Karimgan;.

He urged all stakeholders to coor-
dinate closely in order to fast-track
ongoing projects and see them
through to early completion.

“Government is envisaging ini-
tiatives that will equally benefit
the people of all three districts,”
Sarma said, stressing the need for
collaborative planning and imple-
mentation of schemes with far-
reaching impact.

tody for seven days by the court on
Monday. “The Meghalaya police
will take all the four accused with
them on the basis of the transit cus-
tody,” the official said.

The four accused are in the age
group of 20 to 25 years and their
no previous criminal record has
been found in local police stations,
he said.

Raja Raghuvanshi’s wife Sonam
(25), allegedly involved in the
murder of her husband, surren-
dered before the Nandganj Police
Station in Ghazipur district in ad-
joining Uttar Pradesh and was later
placed under arrest, according to
the Meghalaya police.

Sonam had allegedly hired
killers to get rid of her husband
during their honeymoon in Megha-
laya, just days after their marriage
in Indore, they said. She was al-
legedly in love with Kushwaha, as
per officials. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

s for unified development
vision to propel Barak Va

ley growth

Highlighting welfare measures
for residents and students, the Chief
Minister announced plans to estab-
lish Barak Valley Bhawans in New
Delhi and Kolkata.

He further directed the develop-
ment department to organise a Barak
Cultural Festival and a Barak Sports
Festival, tapping into the region’s
rich cultural heritage and the sport-
ing talents of its youth.

On the healthcare front, Sarma in-
structed that MRI facilities be in-
stalled in all civil hospitals across
the Valley’s districts to enhance
medical services.

The meeting was attended by
guardian minister of Cachar Jayanta
Mallabaruah; minister for food, civil
supplies and consumer affairs
Kaushik Rai; minister for veterinary
and animal husbandry Krishnendu
Paul; MLAs from the Barak Valley;
principal secretary to the chief min-
ister K K Dwivedi; and secretary of
the Barak Valley Development De-
partment Adil Khan, among other
senior officials.

and supervisors.

ASHA workers will now get a
fixed monthly honorarium of ¥
4,000 instead of the current X 3,000
from October 1, Minister for
Health and Family Welfare Ashok
Singhal and Industry minister
Bimal Borah said at a media brief-
ing here.

ASHA supervisors will now get
a fixed monthly honorarium of ¥
10,200 instead of X 9,000 from Oc-
tober 1 onwards.

In the case of ASHA workers,
the central government’s share will
increase to ¥ 2,500 from the exist-

support was essential to maintain
order.

Shifting focus to illegal immi-
gration, Sarma reiterated the need
for a “non-compromising” stance,
claiming Assam faces a demo-
graphic and political threat from
foreign nationals.

He asserted that while Prime
Minister Narendra Modi supports
the state in its effort to “push back”
illegal migrants, much of the resist-
ance is coming from within Assam
itself.

“PM Modi alone cannot protect
us. The Assamese people must take
the lead,” he said, comparing the sit-
uation in Assam to Gujarat, where he
claimed illegal foreigners were ex-
pelled without legal resistance.

Sarma also criticised the Con-
gress and its legislative party
leader Debabrata Saikia for al-
legedly opposing the deportation
of illegal (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Cahinet approves enhanced incentives
for ASHA workers and supervisors

ing X 2000 while the state govern-
ment’s share will be ¥ 1500 from
the existing < 1000.

For ASHA supervisors, the cen-
tral government’s share will re-
main I 7500, but the state
government’s share will increase
to X 2700 from the existing X 1500.

The council of ministers also ap-
proved allotment of land under
Mission Basundhara by settlement
in favour of 1,011 non-juridical en-
tities, comprising educational, re-
ligious and socio-cultural
institutions, with 464 in Sonitpur,
306 in Golaghat, 205 in Majuli and
36 in Kamrup. The cabinet also ap-
proved the allotment of govern-
ment land in favour of 146
government educational institu-
tions, (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Communal tension: Prohibitory orders lifted from Dhubri

Huge forces deployed: shops open

DHUBRI, June 10: With no new
untoward incident reported follow-
ing communal tension, the Dhubri
district administration on Tuesday
withdrew the prohibitory orders
from the headquarters town and al-
lowed all shops to open, officials
said.

The law and order situation in
Dhubri town deteriorated follow-
ing protests after pieces of meat
were found near a temple in
Dhubri town on Sunday.

Tear gas shells were lobbed to
disperse the agitators on Monday
and restrictions on public move-
ment were imposed.

Dhubri District Commissioner
Dibakar Nath told PTI that the sit-
uation in Dhubri town is under
control at present.

“We have revoked yesterday’s
order. Shops and markets have
opened now,” he added.

Nath also said that several peace
committees have been formed in
various sensitive localities of the

town, comprising members from
both Hindu and Muslim communi-
ties.

Senior police officials, including
Inspector General (Law and Order)
Akhilesh Kumar Singh, from
Guwahati are in the town and vis-
ited vulnerable areas in and around
the headquarters.

“The situation is completely nor-
mal and people are on the road
now. We have deployed a huge
number of state and central forces,
and there is nothing to worry at the
moment,” he told PTI.

On Monday, miscreants report-
edly attacked vegetable vendors
and e-rickshaw drivers near Dhubri
Magistrate Colony and New Mar-
ket. Police rushed to the scene and
fired tear gas shells to disperse the
mob and regain control of the situ-
ation.

To prevent further flare-ups of
“communal tension, riot risk or vi-
olent protests”, the administration
immediately (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Drugs worth X
43 crore seized,
four arrested

GUWAHATI, June 10: Drugs es-
timated to be valued at over Rs 45
crore have been seized and four
persons arrested in this connection
in Assam’s Cachar district, chief
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
said.

‘In two successful anti-narcotics
operations, @cacharpolice seized
1.5 lakh Yaba tablets worth Rs 45
crore in two back-to-back opera-
tions based on credible intelli-
gence’, the chief minister said in a
post on X on Monday evening.

Four persons have been arrested
in this connection, he said.

‘@assampolice stands firm in
protecting our youth’, Sarma
added. Necessary legal procedures
have been already initiated.

Yaba, meaning crazy medicine
in Thai, is illegal in the country be-
cause it contains methampheta-
mine, a Schedule II substance
under the Controlled Substances
Act, and caffeine. (PTI)

Flood situation | Improves, IItouches 27

GUWAHATI, June 10: The flood
situation in Assam improved con-
siderably on Tuesday with all
major rivers, including the
Brahmaputra and its tributaries,
flowing below the danger mark
with no rainfall reported from any
part of the state during the last 24
hours, officials said.

A population of nearly 1.60 lakh
are currently affected by floods in
nine districts of the state.

The death toll in the first wave
of floods and landslides is 27 with
one person drowning in swirling
water in Sribhumi district on Mon-
day.

Altogether 389 villages in 25
revenue circles are currently af-
fected by flood waters, they said.

Sribhumi is the worst affected
district with over 1.20 lakh people

CM Sarma receives Bhutan delegation to
advance Gelephu Mindfulness City Project

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, June 10: An eleven-member delega-
tion from Bhutan’s Gelephu Mindfulness City Project
on Tuesday paid a courtesy visit to Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma at his office in Lok Sewa Bhawan,
further cementing the long-standing ties between
Assam and the Kingdom of Bhutan,
according to an official statement.

The delegation forms part of an on-
going fact-finding tour covering key
regions in Assam and Meghalaya,
aimed at fostering collaboration on
sustainable urban development initia-
tives. The visiting team was led by
Dasho Arun Kapur, convener of the
project’s Core Working Group, and
included several distinguished fig-
ures: former Chief Justice of Bhutan
Dasho Tshering Wangchuk; Member of
the National Council and Member of
Parliament Dasho Tashi Wangyal; and
other senior members of the Gelephu
Mindfulness City (GMC) Core
Working Group.

Representing the Royal Bhutanese Consulate Gen-
eral in Guwahati were Consul General Jigme Thinlye
Namgyal and Consul Phurpa Tshering, who joined the
conversation on diplomatic facilitation and logistical
coordination.

Chief Minister Sarma extended a warm welcome to
the Bhutanese delegation, expressing his appreciation
for their visit and underscoring Assam’s enthusiasm
to support the Gelephu Mindfulness City Project.

“This initiative offers a unique opportunity to
deepen institutional collaboration and enhance peo-
ple-to-people connections between our regions,”
Sarma said. He noted that the Government of Assam

Gelephu Mind-
fulness City will
Strengthen insti-
tutional collabo-

ration and
people-to-people
ties between

Assam and
Bhutan: CM

shares the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
strengthening regional partnerships and is fully com-
mitted to providing the necessary administrative and
infrastructural support.

Highlighting the project’s scope, Sarma remarked
on its potential to benefit the youth of both Assam and
Bhutan through a range of pro-
grammes in education, skill develop-
ment, entrepreneurship and cultural
exchange.

He invited the delegates to visit
premier institutions in the state—in-
cluding universities, technical insti-
tutes and medical centres—to
identify best practices and potential
models for replication in Gelephu.

Additionally, he encouraged explo-
ration of state-run facilities that could
partner with the GMC in areas such
as waste management, renewable en-
ergy and urban planning. Reflecting
on shared history, the Chief Minister
recalled the landmark 2008 visit of
His Majesty King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck to Assam, describing it as a
milestone in bilateral relations. He also expressed his
personal aspiration to welcome the entire Bhutanese
royal family to the state in future engagements.

Looking ahead, Sarma announced plans to convene
a broader, multi-sectoral meeting during the Core
Working Group’s next visit, bringing together stake-
holders from government, academia, industry and
civil society to ensure a holistic and inclusive ap-
proach to the project’s development.

The meeting was attended by special chief secretary
Syedain Abbasi; principal secretary to the chief min-
ister K K Dwivedi; (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

still affected by flood water.

The authorities of the affected
districts have opened relief camps
and over 6,000 people are still tak-
ing shelter in 91 camps set up for
the purpose while over 40,000 dis-

tribution centres are also providing
relief materials.

Flood waters have also inun-
dated 3,594.26 hectares of crop-
land and 1,13,605 animals are also
affected. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Land acquisition hurdie in
Assam's development: Himanta

GUWAHATI, June 10: Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Tuesday said that acquir-
ing land for projects is a major hur-
dle for the state.

Sarma claimed that he currently
has investment proposals of Rs 1
lakh crore but the projects are not
being implemented due to unavail-
ability of land.

He said people must be made to
understand the benefits of having
industries, especially the employ-
ment opportunities it will provide
to the youth.

Addressing a press conference at
the BJP’s state office here on the
11th anniversary of the Narendra
Modi-led central government,
Sarma said, “At times, we don’t re-
member how it was here before.
The people who have seen Assam
before 2014 and now in 2025 have
seen the difference.”

He said that infrastructure in the
Northeast was left neglected by
former Congress governments on
the pretext that if roads were devel-
oped here, Chinese forces could
easily enter.

“But now, we have the best
roads in Arunachal Pradesh and
train connectivity is being im-
proved there. We will have a rail-
way line from Kokrajhar to
Bhutan,” Sarma added, as he out-

lined the various developmental
projects and welfare schemes the
central government has undertaken
in the last decade.

He maintained that for develop-
ment to be accelerated in the state,
change in the mindset of the peo-
ple is essential.

“I have an investment proposal
of Rs 1 lakh crore right now, but I
cannot go about it as people are not
willing to give land,” he said,
adding that these proposals involve
setting up thermal power projects,
bio-refineries and big factories.

He said people have to be made
aware that bringing investment
will benefit the state and its youth
won’t have to seek low-paying
jobs outside anymore. “When we
understand that if development
comes to Assam, our youth will not
have to go to Gujarat or Bengaluru
for grade 4 jobs, we can move
ahead,” Sarma added.

He cited the example of Amara-
vati new township project on
10,000 acres of land by the Chan-
drababu Naidu government and
said, “And here, | am fighting for
500 bighas of land. People are af-
fected there also but they are pri-
oritising the benefits out of it.”
Sarma said expansions have to take
place to create job opportunities,
mentioning (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

‘The Congress framed the Look East Policy, but didn t implement it on the ground’ PM’s decisive ste pS tran sformed
NE on course to become growth engine of 21* century: Amunachal Dy CM

ITANAGAR, June 10: Arunachal
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister
Chowna Mein on Tuesday asserted
that the northeast witnessed mas-
sive development after the BJP-led
government came to power at the
Centre in 2014, projecting the re-
gion as the “engine of growth of
the 21st century”.

The northeast, “neglected for
decades by the previous Congress
regime”, has received attention
from the Centre in the past 11
years, with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi focusing on a roadmap
for holistic development of the
states in the region, he said.

Mein was speaking at a function
here to celebrate 11 years of the
Modi government at the Centre.

“The Congress framed the Look
East Policy, but didn’t implement
it on the ground. PM Modi trans-
formed the concept through poli-

clined significantly, with a 71 per
cent drop in violent incidents, and
an estimated 86 per cent reduction
in civilian casualties.

“Over 10,500 insurgents have
surrendered in the last decade,

cies like Act East, Act Fast and Act
First, for rapid and inclusive devel-
opment in the region,” he said.
Mein claimed that after the BJP
came to power at the Centre,
‘bandh’ culture and insurgency de-

bringing lasting peace in the north-
east. The border issue between
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh is
nearly resolved except for a few
areas, while the same between
Assam and Meghalaya has been
settled in six of the 12 disputed
areas,” Mein said.

The deputy chief minister said
under the NDA regime, more than
5,000 km of national highways are
under construction in the northeast,
while several major bridges, pend-
ing construction for years, have
been completed. Ten new green-
field airports have also been con-
structed in the region over the last
11 years, he pointed out.

Referring to development initia-
tives of the state government, Mein
said the 1,390-km Trans Arunachal
Highway has been completed, while
out of 1,308 sanctioned PMGSY
roads (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

northeast reglon Sonowal

SHILLONG June 10: Hitting out
at the Congress for its “failure” to
develop the northeast, Union minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal on Tuesday
said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s decisive steps transformed
the region, ushering a new era of
peace and brotherhood.

Sonowal was addressing a press
conference here to mark 11 years
of the Modi government at the
Centre.

“The Congress party destroyed
the prospects of the northeast when
they misgoverned the country for
more than six decades,” the Union

Minister of Ports and Shipping al-
leged.

“The dark days of Congress
governments were filled with vio-
lence, insurgency, terrorism that
dragged our beautiful region in to
a vortex of deprivation, devasta-
tion, discord and division. Peace
was a distant dream,” he said.

The situation in the northeast
changed after the PM “took deci-
sive steps to transform the region, re-
spect the aspirations of the people,
find solutions, usher a new era of
peace and brotherhood, and ulti-
mately, transform it as the growth
engine of new India”, he said.

“The government has approved
over 3,600 projects, built 10 green-
field airports, and expanded con-
nectivity and organic farming
through focused missions. The
northeast is being repositioned not as
a peripheral (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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World Bank retains India’s FY26 growth
at6.3pc amld global uncertainties

WASHINGTON, June 10: World Bank on
Tuesday pegged India’s economic growth pro-
jection at a lower level of 6.3 per cent for 2025-
26 due to pressure on exports emanating from
global uncertainties, though the country will re-
main the fastest growing major global economy.

In April, the World Bank had lowered India’s
growth projection for 2025-26 to 6.3 per cent
from its January forecast of 6.7 per cent.

According to the World Bank’s latest Global
Economic Prospects report, heightened trade
tensions and policy uncertainty are expected to
drive global growth down this year to its slow-
est pace since 2008 outside of outright global
recessions. The global growth has been pro-
jected to slow to 2.3 per cent in 2025, nearly
half a percentage point lower than the rate that
had been expected at the start of the year.

The turmoil has resulted in growth forecasts
being cut in nearly 70 per cent of all economies
across all regions and income groups, it said.

After unexpectedly weak growth of 6 per
cent in 2024, activity in South Asia (SAR) is
decelerating amid rising global trade barriers,
heightened policy uncertainty, and financial
market volatility, it said. Regarding India, the
report said the growth moderated in FY2024-
25 (April 2024 to March 2025), partly reflecting
a deceleration in industrial output growth.

However, growth in construction and serv-
ices activity remained steady, and agricultural
output recovered from severe drought condi-
tions, supported by resilient demand in rural

economies, at 6.3 per cent in FY2025-26,” it
said. Nevertheless, the forecast for growth in
FY2025-26 has been downgraded by 0.4 per-
centage point relative to January projections,
with exports dampened by weaker activity in
key trading partners and rising global trade bar-
riers, the World Bank said.

World Bank expects China to grow at 4.5 per
cent in 2025 and 4 per cent next year.

Last week, the Reserve Bank on India re-
tained GDP growth projections for the current
fiscal at 6.5 per cent, saying the Indian economy
presents a picture of strength, stability and op-
portunity in the backdrop of global uncertainty.

World Bank further said investment growth
is expected to slow, primarily reflecting a surge
in global policy uncertainty.

In FY2026-27 and FY2027-28, growth is ex-
pected to recover to 6.6 per cent a year, on av-
erage, partly supported by robust services
activity that contributes to a pickup in exports.

January estimates.

The report further said growth in SAR is ex-
pected to slow to 5.8 per cent in 2025 as rising
trade barriers weigh on exports, dampen busi-
ness confidence, and weaken investment in the
region. Growth is then set to increase to 6.2 per
cent a year, on average, in 2026-27, supported
by improving activity in India and accelerations
elsewhere, broadly consistent with the region’s
potential growth estimates.

The report said a global recession is not ex-
pected. Nevertheless, if forecasts for the next
two years materialize, average global growth in
the first seven years of the 2020s will be the
slowest of any decade since the 1960s. It also
said global growth could rebound faster than
expected if major economies are able to miti-
gate trade tensions - which would reduce over-
all policy uncertainty and financial volatility.

The analysis finds that if today’s trade dis-
putes were resolved with agreements that halve
tariffs relative to their levels in late May, global
growth would be 0.2 percentage point stronger
on average over the course of 2025 and 2026.

The report argues that in the face of rising
trade barriers, developing economies should
seek to liberalize more broadly by pursuing strate-
gic trade and investment partnerships with other
economies and diversifying trade including
through regional agreements. Given limited
government resources and rising development
needs, policymakers should focus on mobilizing
domestic revenues, prioritizing fiscal spending

Connecting People unvells
seventh mobile store in Guwahati

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 10: Connecting People, a long-
standing and trusted chain of mobile stores in Guwa-
hati, officially opened its seventh multi-brand mobile
store at Munni Market, Bhangagarh recently.

The new “Connecting People” outlet was jointly in-
augurated by Commissioner of Police Guwabhati,
Partha Sarathi Mahanta, IPS, and DIG (CWR) Indrani
Baruah. The ceremony saw the presence of several
dignitaries, including SP Kamrup (Rural) Ranjan
Bhuyan, Saraswati Devi Jaju, and the store owners, J
Prakash Jaju and his brothers Narayan Jaju, Ravi Jaju,
and Praveen Jaju.

During the inauguration, Chief Guest CP Guwahati,
Partha Sarathi Mahanta, highlighted the increasing
importance of smartphones in daily life. “In this era,
smartphones are one of the most important parts of
human life,” he stated. He further emphasized their
crucial role in various sectors, including law enforce-
ment, noting, “Especially in our forces, gadgets play
an important role, whether small or big. All gadgets
are important according to the need.”

J Prakash Jaju, the store owner, detailed the offer-
ings at the newly opened 400 sq. ft. showroom.

“We have brands like Apple, Samsung, M1, Realme,
OPPO, Vivo, Nothing, etc.,” he said.

The store will feature a comprehensive range of
products, including smartphones, iPads, AirPods,
MacBooks, tablets, Android-based smart TVs, and re-
lated accessories. Beyond mobile devices, Connecting
People, Bhangagarh will also stock a variety of gadg-
ets and lifestyle products such as smartwatches, neck-
bands, headphones, and Bluetooth speakers.

Jaju assured customers that “all types of mobile ac-
cessories are available in our newly opened showroom
at a reasonable price.” As an inaugural offer, cus-
tomers purchasing any smartphone from the Bhanga-
garh store until June 15 will receive free Air Buds.
“We hope that with the opening of this store, people
will get the benefit of better goods and services,” added
Jaju. Connecting People already has established outlets
in Lakhtokia, Dhirenpara, Fancy Bazar, Kalapahar, Zoo
Road Tiniali, and Beltola, making the Bhangagarh loca-
tion their seventh expansion in the city.

Isuzu Motors India expands north-east

areas. “India is projected to maintain the fastest
growth rate among the world’s

TataMotors launches air-
conditioned truck cabins
across entire range

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 10: Tata Mo-
tors, India’s largest commercial ve-
hicle manufacturer, announced the
launch of factory-fitted air condi-
tioning systems across its entire
truck range on Tuesday.

According to an official state-
ment, this significant upgrade will
be available in SFC, LPT, Ultra,
Signa, and Prima cabins, and for
the first time, extended to cowl
models. The company also intro-
duced several value additions, in-
cluding power output
enhancements, underscoring its
dedication to setting new standards
in performance and drivability.

Rajesh Kaul, Vice President and
Business Head — Trucks, Tata Mo-
tors Commercial Vehicles, com-
mented on the development,
stating, “The introduction of air-
conditioned cabins and cowls
marks a significant step towards
building a comfortable working
environment for drivers, enabling
higher productivity. In addition to
complying with the regulatory re-
quirements, we have leveraged this
opportunity to deliver long-term
value with a host of enhancements.
These upgrades, shaped by exten-
sive customer feedback, and
backed by smart engineering, are
designed to minimise impact on total
cost of ownership, ensuring greater
profitability for fleet owners.” The
newly integrated air-conditioning
system features a dual-mode opera-
tion, Eco and Heavy, designed to
provide optimal cooling with en-
hanced energy efficiency.

AFEIDAVIT

By an affidavit sworn before
Executive Magistrate,
Sankardeva Nagar Court, Hojai
district. I have declared that my
actual name is Mina Devi but
which is recorded as Mina
Chouhan alias Mina Devi in my
daughter Sanjana Chauhan's
Birth Certificate bearing regis-
tration no: 3482/2014.

I declared that Mina Devi and
Mina Chouhan are the same and
single person.

Mina Devi
C/O- Ramanand Chauhan
Vill:- Mailoo Pub
P.O:- Mailoo Bazar
P.S:- Kheroni
Dist- West Karbi Anglong (Assam)

DECLARATION

Darrang College of Law (National
Educational & Social Development
Trust) represented by Secretary, Hi-
ronmoyee Nath D/O Padmadhar
Nath P.O & P.S — Kharupetia Dist. —
Darrang ( Assam ) solemnly affirm
and declared that I am a permanent
resident of the aforesaid address and
citizen of India by birth. The Na-
tional College of Law offering LLB
and BALLB course under Bodoland
University, Kokrajhar (Assam). As
per the decision of the Board the
name of the College has been
change as Darrang College of Law
vide resolution no. 2 dated 24/05/25.
The College previously known as
National College of Law, now it is
known as Darrang College of Law.
Darrang College of Law and Na-
tional College of Law are one and
same College which is located at
Kharupetia, Dist — Darrang (Assam).
This declaration/affidavit serves as
documentary evidence for the above
facts.

Sd/-
Hironmoyee Nath
Secretary
Darrang College of Law
(Formerly)
National College of Law

largest

The report projects India’s 2026-27 growth
at 6.5 per cent, down 0.2 percentage point from

for the most vulnerable households, and
strengthening fiscal frameworks. (PTI)

Sensex snaps 4-day rally, Nifty
ends unchanged in volatile trade

MUMBAI, June 10: Benchmark BSE Sensex closed
lower by 53 points in a volatile trade on Tuesday,
snapping its four-day winning run due to profit-taking
in banking and energy shares.

The 30-share Sensex declined by 53.49 points or
0.06 per cent to settle at 82,391.72 with 14 of its con-
stituents closing lower, 15 with gains and one remain-
ing unchanged. The index opened higher and climbed
further 235.58 points or 0.28 per cent to 82,680.79 in
morning trade. However, the barometer pared gains
later due to profit-taking in index major Reliance In-
dustries, HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank. It dropped by
204.81 points or 0.24 per cent to hit a low of
82,240.40 during the day.

The 50-share NSE Nifty eked out gains of 1.05
points to end at 25,104.25, marking its fifth straight
day of gains on the back of gains in IT and pharma
shares. In the past four days, the Nifty has jumped
over 560 points or 2.27 per cent while the Sensex ral-
lied 1,707.7 points or 2.11 per cent. “Markets traded
in a lacklustre manner and ended almost unchanged,
taking a breather after the recent surge. Participants
remain slightly cautious amid mixed global cues, and
the divergent trend among index heavyweights con-
tinues to weigh on overall sentiment,” Ajit Mishra —
SVP, Research, Religare Broking Ltd, said.

Among Sensex firms, Asian Paints, Bajaj Finance,
Tata Steel, Bajaj Finserv, ICICI Bank, Maruti, Re-
liance Industries, HDFC Bank and Mahindra &
Mahindra declined. Tech Mahindra, Tata Motors, In-

fosys, HCL Tech, IndusInd Bank and UltraTech Ce-
ment were among the gainers. Investors await the out-
come of the US-China trade talks being held in
London. The BSE smallcap gauge climbed 0.33 per
cent and midcap index went up 0.04 per cent.

Among sectoral indices, BSE Focused IT surged the
most by 1.63 per cent, followed by IT (1.58 per cent),
utilities (1.11 per cent), power (0.95 per cent), teck (0.87
per cent), healthcare (0.45 per cent) and commodities
(0.40 per cent). Realty dropped 1.18 per cent, telecom-
munication (0.55 per cent), financial services (0.46 per
cent), services (0.21 per cent) and consumer discre-
tionary (0.16 per cent). Overall market breadth was
positive with 2,232 stocks advancing, 1,805 scrips de-
clining and 135 stocks settling unchanged on BSE.

Meanwhile, the Association of Mutual Funds in India
(AMFI) data showed that net inflows into equity mutual
funds declined by 21.66 per cent to hit a 12-month low
of ¥19,013.12 crore in May. This was the fifth consec-
utive month of decline in inflow in equity funds. Also,
the latest fund infusion by investors marks the 51st
consecutive month of net inflows into the segment.
“The Indian equity markets remained muted through-
out May 2025, weighed down by a confluence of
geopolitical concerns, profit-booking, and market con-
solidation. After a robust performance in the preceding
months, elevated stock valuations prompted investors to
take a cautious stance, resulting in a noticeable slow-
down in equity inflows,” Viraj Gandhi, CEO, SAMCO
Mutual Fund, said. (PTI)

footprint with new Dibrugarh dealership

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 10: Isuzu
Motors India has further strength-
ened its presence in the North-East
with the inauguration of a new 3S
(Sales, Service, and Spares) deal-
ership facility, RKM Automotive,
in Dibrugarh, Assam.

According to an official state-
ment, this new outlet, a branch of
North East ISUZU, aims to cater to
the growing customer base and ve-
hicle population in the region by
offering seamless support across
sales, services, and genuine spare
parts. Strategically located in Jarua
Gaon, Chaulkhowa, Dibrugarh, the

new facility is equipped with mod-
ern infrastructure and staffed by
trained professionals. It will serve
a diverse range of customers, in-
cluding owners of Isuzu personal
utility vehicles, adventure lifestyle
enthusiasts, and commercial fleet
operators. Isuzu Motors India’s
network in Assam now includes a
second touchpoint in the state after
Guwabhati, signifying the com-
pany’s expanding reach.
Commenting on the inaugura-
tion, Toru Kishimoto, Deputy
Managing Director, Isuzu Motors
India, stated, “While we are strategi-
cally expanding our network across

the country, we are also strengthen-
ing our presence in each market
with more dealer outlets to increase
our reach to customers. Assam is one
of the key focus states for us and we
are happy to be enhancing our
reach with North East ISUZU and
their local partner RKM Automotive.
Our focus continues to be on deliv-
ering dependable, customer-centric
service experiences that reflect the
core values of the ISUZU brand.”
Sanjive Narain, Dealer Principal,
North East ISUZU, and Jugal
Kishore Mahanta of RKM Automo-
tive, jointly expressed their enthu-
siasm for the partnership.

Beef being ‘weaponised’ to target

migrants. He referenced Saikia’s comments in the Assembly citing Jawaharlal Nehru’s objection to the Im-
migrants (Expulsion from Assam) Act, 1950, which empowers local officials to remove foreigners.

“This shows Nehru’s pro-foreigner stance goes back decades,”

he remarked. Claiming that Assam is the

target of global sympathy networks, Sarma said nearly 3,000 Facebook accounts based in cities like Islamabad,
Dhaka, and Riyadh routinely post about Assam and Palestine.

“We are a state surrounded by enemies,” he said, adding that information gathered from such sources would
be handed over to the Centre for further action, potentially involving agencies like Interpol.

Huge forces deployed;

clamped restrictions under section 163 of BNSS and ordered all shops and market establishments in the town
to remain closed. It also prohibited the assembly of five or more people in any public places, intending for
demonstration or meeting or procession.
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Sunday said a number of cattle were allegedly slaughtered illegally
at several places during Eid festival a day ago and parts of the meat were thrown at multiple locations across

Meghalaya police get 7-day

Sonam’s maternal home is in Govind Nagar Kharcha area of Indore. She handles the family business of Sun-

Assam. (PTI)

FM asks regulators to expedite refund
on unclaimed deposits, streamline KYC

MUMBAI, June 10: Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday asked regulators and de-
partments to expedite the refund of
unclaimed deposits to rightful
owners and streamline the KYC
process.

Chairing the 29th meeting of the
Financial Stability and Develop-
ment Council (FSDC) here, she
emphasised that interest of com-
mon citizens to be kept in mind
and expeditiously refund the
claims of the rightful claimants.

She exhorted the Council to take
proactive steps to ensure that citi-
zens should have a seamless expe-
rience with respect to KYC
processes across the financial sec-
tor, the finance ministry said in a
statement.

There is a need for common
KYC norms, simplification and
digitalisation of the KYC process
including digital onboarding for
Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) in-
cluding PIOs and OCls, in the In-
dian securities market.

The minister urged the regula-
tors and departments to expedite
the process of refund to rightful
owners of unclaimed amounts by
holding special district-level
camps.

This drive is to be conducted in
coordination with RBI, SEBI,
MCA, PFRDA and IRDA along
with banks, pension agencies, in-
surance companies etc, it said.

The unclaimed amounts com-
prise deposits in banks; unclaimed
shares and dividends are managed
by IEPFA; and unclaimed insur-
ance and pension funds are with
IRDAI and PFRDA respectively, it
said.

Unclaimed deposits with banks
have witnessed a 26 per cent jump
78,213 crore at the end of March
2024, as per the latest RBI Annual
Report.

The amount with the Depositor
Education and Awareness Fund
stood at ¥ 62,225 crore at the end
of March 2023.

The FSDC discussed issues re-

lated to macro-financial stability
and India’s preparedness to deal
with them. During the meeting, the
Council deliberated on the emerg-
ing trends from domestic and
global macro-financial situation
and stressed upon the need to be
vigilant. It recognised the need for
proactive efforts to mitigate poten-
tial risks to financial stability while
adopting adequate safeguards for
financial system’s resilience, it
said.

The members decided to
strengthen the inter-regulatory co-
ordination for wider development
of the financial sector, it said.

In light of the analysis of cyber-
security regulations, it said, sec-
toral preparedness, and the
recommendations of Financial
Sector Assessment Programme
(FSAP) 2024-25, the FSDC con-
sidered strengthening the cyber re-
silience framework of the Indian
financial sector through a financial
sector-specific cybersecurity strat-

egy. (PTI)

All- -New Tata Altroz Iaunched In Guwahati

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 10: Tata Mo-
tors launched the All-new Altroz at
Bimal Cars in Sarusajai, Guwahati,
with prices starting at ¥6.89 lakh on
Tuesday.

The launch event— held on Tues-
day— was attended by Tata Motors’
Regional ~Manager  Siddharth
Sharma and Senior Manager Rishi
Khemka, alongside Bimal Cars’ Ex-
ecutive Director Bimal Saraogi and
General Manager Dipank Das.

The All-new Altroz aims to usher
in a new era of premiumness, com-

bining striking design, luxurious in-
teriors, and advanced features.

Built on the core pillars of Pre-
mium Design, Unmatched Safety,
Cutting-edge  Technology, and
Thrilling Performance, the vehicle
boasts a refreshed exterior, a tech-
rich cabin, enhanced connectivity,
and an expanded multi-powertrain
lineup, including an AMT option for
the first time.

The Altroz has already established
itself as a benchmark in the premium
hatchback segment, being the first
and only car in its category to re-

ceive a 5-star GNCAP rating. The
new model builds on this foundation
with segment-first design elements
such as flush door handles and Infin-
ity connected LED tail lamps.

Its Luminate LED headlamps with
integrated DRLs and a 3D front
grille contribute to its sophisticated
road presence. Inside, the Altroz of-
fers an indulgent and refined cabin
experience with executive lounge-
style rear seats, enhanced thigh sup-
port, a soft-touch Grand Prestigia
dashboard, and ambient lighting.

The All-new Altroz is available in
Petrol, Diesel (the segment’s only
diesel option), and Tata Motors’
iCNG twin-cylinder technology.

It also offers a variety of transmis-
sion options— a 5-speed manual, a
6-speed DCA, and a new 5-speed
AMT, making automatic transmis-
sion more accessible to customers.
The vehicle redefines modern so-
phistication with its sleek lines,
bold 3D front grille, and floating
roof design, which collectively en-
hance its futuristic appeal and dy-
namic presence.

mica sheets used in furniture. Kushwaha, who failed in Class 12, worked as an accountant in the establishment,
Dandotia said. Raja Raghuvanshi and his wife Sonam, who had gone to Meghalaya for their honeymoon, went
missing on May 23, as per officials.

Raghuvanshi’s body was found in a deep ditch near a waterfall in Sohra area (also known as Cherrapunji) of
East Khasi Hills district on June 2. His family is involved in the transport business. He married Sonam on May
11 in Indore and they left for Meghalaya for their honeymoon on May 20. (PTI)

Cabinet approves enhanced

offices, health institutions, anganwadi centers (AWCs) and other infrastructure projects with 108 and 38 al-
lotments in Sonitpur and Golaghat districts, respectively.

The cabinet has approved the proposal to rename the Pollution Control Board, Assam as Assam Pollution
Control Board. (PTI)

Flood situation improves

In Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve, affected by the current wave of floods, seven animals have
died, 31 have been rescued while three camps are still inundated.

Kamrup district is still affected by urban flood and three relief camps have been set up where 61 people have
taken shelter, according to the bulletin of the Assam State Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA).

The districts currently affected by the flood are Hailakandi, Kamrup, Sribhumi, Morigaon, Cachar, Golaghat,
Nagaon, Kamrup (Metro) and Lakhimpur. (PTI)

CM Sarma receives Bhutan

vice-chancellor of Gauhati University Dr Nani Gopal Mahanta; and senior officials from the line departments
of urban development, education, health and finance.

The delegation’s itinerary in Assam will also include visits to key industrial corridors and cultural heritage
sites, underscoring the region’s readiness for collaboration on the Gelephu Mindfulness City vision.

Concluding the session, both sides reiterated their shared commitment to strengthening bilateral ties and
achieving the project’s objectives through sustained dialogue and coordinated action.

The exchange closed on a positive note, with Chief Minister Sarma and the Bhutanese delegation reaffirming
their determination to work hand in hand toward building a model city that embodies the principles of mind-
fulness, sustainability and regional integration.

Land acquisition hurdle in

how about 10,000 youths are now employed at the Guwahati airport and it will increase to 20,000-25,000
once the new aerocity project is completed.

“Tata, Adani, Ambani, all are ready to come. Even more investment from Japan can come, if | allow it. But
I can’t as they will see the agitation (over land) and it will give a negative impression,” he added.

Sarma maintained that not allowing Tata’s Nano manufacturing plant to come up in West Bengal had dented
that state’s image, which it could not revive for two decades.

“Modi ji took the Nano plant to Gujarat and since then, dramatic changes happened there...
will understand and we can get work done,” he added.

Sarma, praising Modi’s commitment towards Assam, said he has visited the state as the prime minister 35
times, which is the highest by any PM, including Manmohan Singh who was a Rajya Sabha MP from here.

“No prime minister had said ‘A for Assam’... Modi ji has a vision for our state and we will work to realise
it,” the chief minister added. (PTI)

NE on course to become growth

in the state, construction of 1,239 are complete. An amount of T 966 crore has been invested under the Chief
Minister’s Comprehensive State Road Development Programme (Phase I) to construct 393.57 km of roads,
Mein said, adding that in Phase II of the ambitious project, X 3,000 crore has been earmarked.

He said an investment of ¥ 2,000 crore would be made over the next four years under the Chief Minister’s
State Rural Road Development Programme, and another X 2,000 crore under the Chief Minister’s State Power
Development Programme, in convergence with central funds.

The deputy chief minister also informed that under Mission Shikshit Arunachal Pradesh, an amount of ¥
3,000 crore has been announced in this year’s budget.

“The ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ gave us an opportunity to unearth our history and identify unsung heroes
in the region. Accordmgly, 220 such heroes were identified,” he added. (PTI)

PM’s decisive steps transformed

zone, but as India’s vital ‘Gateway to the East’, with peace, progress and prosperity at its core,” Sonowal as-
serted. He said that at the recent Rising North East Investors Summit 2025, the region secured Rs 4.3 lakh
crore in investment commitments, which promise to unlock its economic potential and generate widespread
employment. “The scale of investment and transformation we see today reflects our government’s deep com-
mitment to the people of the northeast,” Sonowal said. (PTI)

I hope people
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India has become the worla’s fourth-largest economy, with exports growing by 130% since 2014

HT Correspondent

Dilip Saikia leads 11" anniversary

including:

celebration of Modi Government in Sivasagar

SIVASAGAR, June 10: BJP State
President Dilip Saikia on Tuesday
led a massive procession from the
historic Siva-doul to the KPM Hall
in Sivasagar to commemorate the
completion of 11 years of the BJP-
led Central Government and four
years of its rule in Assam. The
event, organized by the Sivasagar
District BJP Committee, began
with a warm welcome to Saikia and
culminated in an open meeting at
the KPM Hall premises.

Addressing the gathering, Saikia
emphasized the Modi govern-
ment’s “four-pronged development
approach” — focusing on poverty
eradication, infrastructure develop-
ment, economic growth, and spiri-
tual well-being. He highlighted the
opening of 52 crore bank accounts
under the Jan Dhan Yojana, of
which 47 crore belong to women,
calling it a significant step towards
women’s empowerment.

Saikia also mentioned that India
has become the world’s fourth-
largest economy, with exports
growing by 130% since 2014. He
noted that ¥ 37 lakh crore has been

Atha Abhjan Anereness
Campaignto begin in Karb

Anglong rom Jung 15
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HT Bureau

DIPHU, June 10: The Deputy
Commissioner of Karbi Anglong,
Nirola Phangchopi, announced the
launch of a 15-day Abha Abhijan
awareness campaign across vari-
ous development blocks of the dis-
trict. The campaign will run from
June 15 to 30, with the inaugural
programme scheduled at Sikari
Bey village under Lumbajong
Block.

Addressing media persons, DC
Phangchopi stated that the initia-
tive, under the Government of
India’s directive, is being imple-
mented by the Karbi Anglong Dis-
trict Administration in
collaboration with agencies oper-
ating under the 6th Schedule of the
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Coun-
cil (KAAQC).

She emphasized that Abha Abhi-
jan aims to ensure inclusive em-
powerment of tribal communities
by delivering the benefits of cen-
tral government schemes directly
to their doorsteps.

The campaign will raise aware-
ness and facilitate access to key
schemes and services such as:

Ayushman Bharat - Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY), issuance of Caste and
Domicile Certificates, Kisan Credit
Cards, Jan Dhan Accounts and
other welfare schemes targeting
tribal upliftment.

The DC highlighted that special
outreach efforts will be made in re-
mote tribal villages, ensuring no el-
igible beneficiary is left out. She
reaffirmed the administration’s
commitment to delivering citizen-
centric governance in the region.

Educated youth establishes mustard
oil enterprise in North Guwahati

Chooses entrepreneurshlp over government job

Rudreswar Panchayat Office in Bihalan-
gani, was launched in September 2024.
Using a state-of-the-art oil extraction ma-
chine sourced from Gujarat, the unit pro-
duces 100% pure mustard oil—free from
adulteration and rich in natural nutrients.
The oil has already found a growing mar-
ket, with distribution expanding beyond
North Guwahati to other parts of the city. 1
In addition to promoting healthy con-
sumer choices, Aayojan supports the local
agricultural economy by directly procur-
ing mustard seeds from area farmers at fair
prices. The initiative has also created em- 3
ployment opportunities for local youth, con-
tributing to rural livelihood generation.
Tamuli, the son of respected educator
Promod Tamuli, has earned recognition as
a role model for youth, demonstrating the
power of educated, community-driven en-
trepreneurship. His decision to prioritize

transferred directly to the bank ac-

counts of the poor under various
government schemes, resulting in a
dramatic drop in the BPL (Below
Poverty Line) population — from
27.1% t0 5.3%. “Bringing 43 crore
people above the poverty line is no
small feat,” he said.

Taking a firm stand on protecting
Assam’s cultural heritage, Saikia
alleged that certain groups of
doubtful nationality had en-
croached upon Satras, Namghars,

and historical sites. He praised

Prime Minister Modi and Chief
Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma
for reclaiming over 15,000 bighas
of land from such encroachment.

Responding to questions on
Congress leader Gaurav Gogoi’s
rising political visibility, Saikia re-
marked, “The Congress says they
want to govern, while we say we
want to serve the people.”

He went on to laud several key
initiatives of the Modi government,

Providing free rations to 81 crore
people, constructing one medical
college in every district (with 814
under construction), building 4
crore houses for the poor, connect-
ing 2.8 lakh Gram Panchayats with
the internet, and adopting zero tol-
erance towards terrorism

Saikia also cited the govern-
ment’s success in freeing over 180
districts from Maoist influence and
neutralizing 150 terrorists in 27
minutes in retaliation for the killing
of 27 Hindus in Pahalgam.

He applauded Assam CM Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma for spear-
heading the state’s development,
announcing that ¥ 1.91 lakh crore
is being invested in Assam, with
an additional X 1 lakh crore in
capital  investments  under
Sarma’s leadership. Dilip Saikia
was accompanied at the event by
prominent leaders including for-
mer MP Topon Kumar Gogoi,
Thowra MLA Sushanta Borgo-
hain, former Union Minister
Rameswar Teli, and BJP
Sivasagar District President
Bitupon Raidongia.

Training programme on mushroom cultivation
and food processing held at Manja

HT Bureau
DIPHU, June 10: A one-day training-cum-awareness
programme on mushroom cultivation and preparation
of pickles and ginger-based products was held on
Tuesday at the Assam Hills Small Industries Devel-
opment Corporation Ltd. (AHSIDC) Industrial Com-
plex, Manja.

Organized by AHSIDC in collaboration with vari-
ous line departments of the Government of Assam, the
event forms part of a month-long skill development
initiative focused on rubber plantation, self-employ-
ment, startup policies, tourism promotion, village in-
dustries, and scientific cultivation of betel nuts, fruit
trees, and aromatic crops for essential oil production.

The programme was inaugurated by Additional
Deputy Commissioner Dipankar Borah, and attended
by AHSIDC Managing Director Dhonsing Lekthe and
Demonstration Officer (Agriculture Department) Ban-
dana Saikia.

In the first session, Gaurango Chetia, Agriculture
Development Officer (ADO) of Rongmongve Block,
conducted a detailed session on mushroom cultiva-
tion. He explained the step-by-step process starting
from paddy straw preparation—which includes cut-
ting, soaking, boiling, and layering with mushroom
spawn in polythene bags. These bags, he said, are to
be stored in a dark room for seven days, with regular
sprinkling of water to maintain moisture. He also ad-
vised participants to isolate bags that develop green
or blue discoloration to prevent fungal contamination.
Mushroom growth is typically visible within 2-3
weeks. The second session, led by Prodip Bey, Super-
visor of the Demonstration Officer Community Can-
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ning & Training Centre (DOCC&TC), focused on the
making of fruit juices, squashes, and mixed pickles. Bey
elaborated on the use of sweeteners, preservatives,
flavour enhancers for fruit juice, and citric acid, vinegar,
oil, and salt for pickles. A hands-on practical session
demonstrated the complete process to the trainees.

The training saw enthusiastic participation from
over 80 individuals, including youths, housewives,
and farmers. Among the attendees was Jiten
Sarphongsa, Director of Jirsong Agro Producer, who
also runs an agro-based unit at Manja.

This initiative aims to empower rural communities
with sustainable livelihood opportunities through
practical training in agro-processing and allied activ-
ities.

BJP West Karbi Anglong BJP
holds strateglc meeting at Ghilani

HT Corres ondent

DONGKAMUKAM, June 10:
The BJP West Karbi Anglong Dis-
trict Executive Committee con-
vened a key executive meeting on
Tuesday at the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Bhawan in Ghilani, under the pres-
identship of Radip Ronghang, Pres-
ident of BJP WKADC.

The meeting was graced by
Ravindra Raju, Organisational Gen-
eral Secretary of BJP Assam
Pradesh, who attended as the chief

Skill awareness
programme held in Baksa

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, June 10: As part

of the flagship Skill Yatra campaign
under the Assam Skill Development
Mission (ASDM), a Skill Aware-
ness Programme was conducted on
Tuesday at Mushalpur Higher Sec-
ondary School in Baksa district.

The initiative aimed to sensitize
students and local youth on the
growing importance of skill-based
education and vocational training in
shaping sustainable and future-
ready careers. The programme was
formally inaugurated by Baksa
Deputy Commissioner Gautam Das,
who also flagged off a Skill Aware-
ness Mobile Van to boost outreach
across remote areas of the district.

In his keynote address, DC Das
emphasized the increasing demand
for skilled manpower in the modern
job market. He urged young people
to take full advantage of the training
opportunities provided by ASDM
and to align their skills with industry
requirements.

Describing the Skill Yatra as a vi-
sionary effort by the Government of
Assam, the DC said the campaign
aims to empower youth, promote
self-reliance, and reduce unemploy-
ment by equipping individuals with
practical and employable skills.

People from various communities
expressed their appreciation to the
district administration and govern-
ment for launching this initiative,
calling it a significant step towards
youth empowerment and inclusive
development.
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guest. In his address, Raju urged
party workers to prepare strategi-
cally for the upcoming Legislative
Assembly elections, scheduled for
next year.

“Strategic planning is essential
for every dedicated party worker,”
he emphasized. He highlighted the
importance of disseminating infor-
mation about the government’s de-
velopment initiatives at the
grassroots level, citing the recent
launch of Arunodoi 3.0 as a signifi-

cant example.

Raju lauded the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
noting that under his tenure, India
has become the world’s fourth-
largest economy. He also criticized
the Opposition, referring to them as
a “divider party” that continues to
stir division, especially in the
Northeast’s strategic ‘chicken neck’
region.

The meeting also featured brief-
ings from MP Amarsingh Tisso and
MLA Rupsingh Teron, with partic-
ipation from Deputy Speaker of
KAAC Abhijit Kro, EMs Prabhat
Ch Taro, Mongolsing Timung, and
Rina Terangpi, MAC Pawan Kumar
Ray, Headsing Rongphar, Former
MP Horensing Bey, as well as sev-
eral board chairmen and executive
committee members.

As part of the day’s activities, a
plantation drive was launched
within the office premises at Ghi-
lani. Organizers announced that the
drive would continue for the next
two months. Furthermore, the com-
mittee resolved to organize a series
of events throughout June, includ-
ing a vibrant Yoga Day celebration
and observance of Balidaan Diwas.

Training on cotton cultivation
held at Bakalia ADO Circle

Jorhat reschedules school timings amid heatwave  Jagiroad College granted

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, June 10: In response to the rising

mercury levels and prevailing heatwave condi-
tions, the Jorhat district administration has
rescheduled school timings across the district
starting Wednesday, June 11. The directive ap-
plies to all government, provincialised, and pri-
vate schools.As per an order issued on Monday
by Inspector of Schools (Jorhat) Buli Gogoi
Bhuyan, who also holds charge of the District El-
ementary Education Officer (DEEO), the deci-
sion follows instructions from the District
Commissioner and State Government, prioritiz-
ing student safety and public well-being.

Revised School Timings:

Lower Primary (LP) Schools: 7:30 AM to
11:30AM

Middle/Upper Primary (ME) Schools: 7:30
AM to 12:00 Noon

High and Higher Secondary Schools: 7:30 AM
to 12:30 PM

campuses during recess.

district.

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, June 10:

In a remarkable
example of self-reliance and community-
focused entrepreneurship, Pallav Tamuli,
a young educated resident of Abhaypur

village, North Guwahati, has set up a pure
mustard oil manufacturing unit, choosing
to forge his own path rather than pursue a
conventional government job.

His venture, Aayojan, located near the  in Assam.

Safety Measures for Schools:

Morning assemblies must be held indoors or in
shaded areas. Schools must ensure availability of
clean, safe drinking water. Students should be en-
couraged to carry water bottles and drink water
every half hour. “Water bells” should be rung at
regular intervals to remind students to hydrate.

Electric fans must be functional, and non-op-
erational units should be immediately repaired or
replaced. Outdoor activities should be suspended
during this period. Students may avoid wearing
blazers, waistcoats, and ties. In case of discom-
fort, sandals may be permitted in place of shoes.

Additionally, the directive states that no street
vendors should be allowed to operate near school
premises, and students must remain within school

These timely interventions aim to mitigate the
impact of the ongoing heatwave and safeguard
the health and comfort of students across Jorhat

public welfare and sustainable develop-
ment over a secure government position
underscores a broader movement toward
self-employment and grassroots enterprise

autonomous status by UGC

HT Correspondent
JAGIROAD, June 10: In a significant academic mile-

stone, Jagiroad College in Morigaon district has been
granted autonomous status by the University Grants
Commission (UGC) for a period of ten years, effective
from the 2025-26 academic session.

The recognition was formally conveyed in a notifica-
tion issued by R Manoj Kumar, Joint Secretary of the
UGC’s Autonomy Department, under Article 7.5 of the
University Grants Commission guidelines.

Welcoming the development, Principal Bhaben Chan-
dra Neog expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the col-
lege’s founders, faculty, staff, and stakeholders,
including local MLA and Cabinet Minister Pijush Haz-
arika, for their unwavering support and contributions to
the institution’s growth. Puniram Patar, President of the
College Management Committee, also extended his sin-
cere appreciation to all individuals and institutions that
played a pivotal role in the college’s journey towards au-
tonomy.

The autonomous status will empower Jagiroad Col-
lege with greater academic freedom, including the abil-
ity to frame its own curriculum, conduct examinations,
and award degrees under the parent university’s um-
brella—ushering in a new chapter of academic excel-
lence and innovation for the institution.

HT Bureau
DIPHU, June 10: A one-day training programme on cotton crop culti-
vation, focusing on LRA 5166 and Supriya varieties, was held on Tuesday
at Mirdupathar/Sunpura under the Bakalia Agriculture Development Of-
ficer (ADO) Circle. The programme was conducted by ADO Bakalia,
Mantu Saikia, with the support of Agriculture Extension Assistants
(AEASs) Raju Kumar Kro and Biren Sing Teron, along with Subject Mat-
ter Specialist (SMS) Saurabh Dutta from Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK).

A total of 39 farmers from the surrounding areas participated in the
training. In his address, ADO Mantu Saikia explained the cotton cultiva-
tion process in detail. He stated that cotton is generally ready for the first
picking by the end of November, with a total of 3—4 pickings required.
Morning hours are ideal for picking to avoid contamination from dried
leaves and branches. After harvesting, seed cotton must be dried for a
few hours before storage, he advised.

Highlighting the region’s potential, Saikia said that Karbi Anglong is
one of the few areas in Assam where cotton is still cultivated, whereas
many other regions have moved away from cotton due to environmental
and practical challenges. He emphasized the fertility of the land in Karbi
Anglong, which makes it ideal for cotton cultivation. The Dillai and
Kheroni Cotton Seed Farms, operated by the Agriculture Department, are
active supporters of such initiatives.

Saikia also elaborated on the economic, social, and industrial value of
cotton, noting that it is the most widely grown non-food crop globally,
supporting millions through farming and the textile industry. Beyond tex-
tiles, cotton is also used in oil production, animal feed, and paper manu-
facturing. He encouraged the farmers to consider cotton cultivation as a
viable and profitable crop. “The Agriculture Department will always
stand by the farmers and support them in their efforts,” Saikia assured.

Farmers attending the programme expressed appreciation for the ini-
tiative and shared that the training had equipped them with valuable tech-
nical knowledge and practical skills.

School timings rescheduled in
Nagaon amid rising temperatures

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, June 10: In light of the rising mercury levels and ongoing
heatwave conditions, the Nagaon District Administration has approved
the rescheduling of school timings with immediate effect. The decision,
made in consultation with the District Commissioner, Inspector of
Schools, and District Elementary Education Officer (DEEO), aims to en-
sure the safety and well-being of students.

In a notification issued today, Inspector of Schools Mridul Kr Nath di-
rected all school heads—from Primary to Higher Secondary levels—to
commence classes from 7:30 AM starting June 11, 2025, until further no-
tice. The directive also instructs that morning assemblies be conducted
indoors or within shaded areas instead of open grounds.

As per the revised schedule:

Lower Primary Schools will operate from 7:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Middle/ME Schools from 7:30 AM to 12:00 PM

High and Higher Secondary Schools from 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM

The revised timings are set to come into effect from Wednesday, June
11. Authorities have emphasized that the changes are in the best interest
of students amid prevailing weather conditions.

Sports organizer Alimuj Zaman passes away

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, June 10: Renowned academician and sports organizer Al-
imuj Zaman passed away at his residence in Guwahati on Tuesday due
to age-related ailments. He was 92 years old.

Zaman was a highly respected figure in both educational and sporting
circles of Nagaon. He served as a subject teacher at Nagaon Government
Boys’ Higher Secondary chool for several decades, eventually retiring as
the principal in 1993. His outstanding dedication to student welfare and
commitment to education earned him the National Award for Teachers.

In the realm of sports, Zaman was actively involved with the Nagaon
Sports Association, where he served as general secretary. He also con-
tributed at the state level as assistant secretary of the Assam Football As-
sociation and was a coach for Assam Badminton, mentoring young talent
and promoting sporting culture in the region.

No. BDB/Tender/46/2023-24/5292

SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Sealed tender affixing a non-refundable Court fee stamp of Rs. 8.25 (Rupees eight & twenty five paisa) only with a
validity period of 180 days which will subsequently to be converted and drawn up in the printed of F-2 form are invited from
the registered contractors of Class-1 (A, B & C), Class-11 & Class-III category of Assum PWD (Roads & Building) and BTC
according 1o their eligihility for submitting tenders for the works under the Award of 6"ASFC. For the year 2023-24 during
2025-26 BTR Kokrajhar as stated below. The tenders will be received by the undersigned up to 2.00PM on 03/06/25 and will
be opened on the next date (as on 04/06/25) & place at 2.30 PM.

Date 09/06/2025

SL Name of activity. Estd. Value Tender EMD/Bid Security (in |Cost of Tender| Time of completion
No. {(in Lakhs) Value Rs}) paper (in Rs.) of Work
“Const. of Slab Culvert at (for 196 S/T,5/C) 2% 300
o= . ‘
Dahalachuba’. 1R o0R00 10,00,000/- | (for OBC/General) 3 menth
“Sand Gravelling and Earth works at = b
2 |Baligaon to Geruapara road from near 5.00,000/- 5.00,000/- or _] '7; S{T.’,S'JC)_Z % 150
i i s (for OBC/General) 3 month
Baligaon Church.
“Sand Gravelling and Earth works at (for 196 S/T,S/C)2%
ey 5, - 5, - ; 5
Patla Dwimugun Village road.” 300,000 0,000k (for OBC/General) 159 3 month

Pre-bid Date & Time :- 11/05/2025

IPR(BTC)/C/2025-26/741

Last date & time of bid submission :- 03/06/2025

Date & time of bid opening :- 04/06/2025

Detail N.IT. may be seen in all working days during office hours in the office of the undersigned. Tender papers will
be issued to the contractors or their authorized agents from 11/05/25 to 04/06/25 up to 1.30 PM. In the office of the
undersigned on payment in the form of demand draft/bankers cheque from any Nationalized Bank. duly pledged in favour of
the Principal Secretary, BTC Kokrajhar payable at Kokrajhar.

Sd/-
Block Development Officer,
Bhergaon Dev. Block. Bhergaon
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

Never deprive someone of hope; it might be all they

have -H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

shi.

“crime”.

Curious case of honeymoon murder

ndore’s Raja Raghuvanshi didn’'t want to honeymoon in
I Meghalaya. But Indore’s Sonam Raghuvanshi was

adamant and Meghalaya they went. And Meghalaya is
wishing this wasn’t how it should have been! Why bring mur-
der to Meghalaya, there was already talk of Meghalaya as a
crime-high state? Now, the wife is in custody. An alleged
lover of a previous life, too. The husband’s decomposed
body was spotted by a drone in a deep gorge in Meghalaya
with the wife missing. Only to surface at a dhaba in Ghazipur,
Uttar Pradesh. At 2 am in the wee hours of Sunday. She
made a phone call from the mobile of the dhaba owner who
called the police even as the woman spoke with her mother
in Indore, hundreds of kilometres from where the husband’s
decomposed body was spotted by the drone sent up to get
a bird’s eye of the forested and mountainous area where the
husband and wife went missing. Hubby didn’t know he had
been set up for murder by his bride of just a couple of weeks.
Such are the travesties of marriage. You never know who
the person you are marrying and this happens to both men
and women who tie the knot not knowing fully the an-
tecedents of betrothed. In this case there was not even an
inkling. The laughing and smiling photographs and videos of
Raja Raghuvanshi and Sonam Raghuvanshi didn’t point to
anything but love, love and more love. And then they went
for their honeymoon! Now, marriages have their pitfalls.... But
this one had given a bad name to not just to honeymoons
but also to, hold your breath, to honeymoon destinations.
Honeymoon destinations can be any place the newly wed
choose to be for the first week or two of their marriage.

Honeymoons are happy affairs. A time to discover, and in-
vent, too. Like in this case, where if the Meghalaya Police is
to be believed, Sonam Raghuvanshi invented a bunch of lies
which she kept away from the knowledge of Raja Raghuvan-
shi, the most deadly of which was to lull him into expecting
that she was having a rip-roaring time in being with him, with
him alone.The honeymoon was going up before it came
crashing down, which is what happens to most marriages.
But, shucks, this was a honeymoon. Now, there is no honey
and there is no moon for Raja Raghuvanshi, definitely,
whose decomposed body was found by an all-seeing drone.
There was no sign of Sonam Raghuvanshi. The couple’s
rented scooty was found 20 km from where Raja’s body was
found. A white t-shirt marked the spot, apparently Sonam’s,
left to mislead the police. A machete was also at hand, a
brand new machete, which the police say must have been
bought for the express purpose of killing Raja Raghuvan-

Did Sonam know she would be a widow or did she plan
and plot to be a widow? The police are investigating the
“crime”, the police of Meghalaya, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh. In the United States, this would be a federal crime
and the FBI would automatically get to investigate the

J

Challenges to Democracy in India

dependence in 1947, India has claimed

the position of the world’s largest
democracy. For almost as long, skeptics have
seen India’s democracy as an Indian rope
trick, an illusion in which the superstructure
of democratic government—a parliament and
prime minister, periodic elections, constitu-
tionally-guaranteed freedoms—hides the re-
ality of on-the-ground authoritarian rule by
local landlords, bureaucracy, and party
bosses, buttressed by a culture of caste-based
inequality, and sustained by India’s continu-
ing desperate poverty. Currently, the political
landscape continues to feature a national par-
liament that meets regularly, debates openly,
but in many ways is fairly weak as a legisla-
tive body. Now, 28 states also have regularly
elected and functioning legislatures, chief
ministers, and cab inets that make policies in
crucial areas mainly reserved for the states,
such as law and order, education, health, and
economic development. Originally, local gov-
ernment institutions were creatures of state
government. However, local government has
found a place in the constitution, with re-
quired periodic elections and a mandate for
substantial transfer of resources for develop-
ment purposes. Elections throughout India
have produced literally millions of newly
clected representatives, one-third of them
women. For the most part, however, substan-
tial financial resources have not been pro-
vided to those institutions.

A judicial system at the upper levels—the
High Courts of the states and the Supreme
Court in Delhi—is respected for administra-
tion of justice, though burdened by wide-
spread inefficiency. Some cases take literally
decades to decide. There is corruption at the
lowest levels. Clearly, there are also flaws,
perhaps fatal flaws, in India’s democracy. Are
those many elections truly free and fair, given
that in each election there are reports of in-
timidation, forcible occupation of polling sta-
tions, and other irregularities? With literacy
and significant education still at very low lev-
els, how can citizens cast their votes effec-
tively? Do programs and policies change
meaningfully when new parties come to
power? Doesn’t the weakness of the rule of
law at the lowest level encourage criminaliza-
tion of politics and increase the difficulty of
bringing corrupt officials to justice? Are there
not powerful landowning and other classes
that dominate and control politics in Delhi,
state capitals, and local arenas?

Corruption in the court and criminal jus-
tice systems most certainly distorts the rule
of law and the implementation of govern-
ment programs. Although many politicians
have criminal cases pending against them,
very few have been convicted and almost
none have exhausted their appeals. The se-

l For the last sixty years, since it gained in-

A judicial system at the
upper levels—the High
Courts of the states and
the Supreme Court in
Delhi—is respected for
administration of justice,
though burdened by
widespread inefficiency.
Some cases take literally
decades to decide. There
is corruption at the low-
est levels. Clearly, there
are also flaws, perhaps
fatal flaws, in India’s
democracy.

rious mafias that are involved in smuggling,
illicit drugs, alcohol, and other protection or
extortion rackets and that control politicians,
exist in relatively few cities. In certain gov-
ernment departments, corruption is endemic
— contractors and others pay bribes shared
by officials and politi-

cians who

their

ple. The followings are the challenges of
democracy and most essential elements to be
present in democratic government for imple-
mentation of constitutional provisions in India.

Education :

Education is an important weapon to pro-
mote democracy and it remains as essential
factor of social and economic rights. Educa-
tion enables citizens to participate in elections
and makes them conscious of the principles
of liberty and equality of all and can be aware
of various issues, problems, demands, and in-
terests in the country. But it remains as a mat-
ter of grave concern for the successful
functioning of democracy in India since from
independence. The literacy rate in 1951 was
mere 18.33 per cent which was apprehended
that citizens would not be able to play their
roles effectively and exercise their right to
vote meaningfully. The same has been proved
many times by the Indian electorate over the
years but in fewer times even it has been
proved wrong. For example, in 1977’s gen-
eral election, the people of India rejected very
popular and powerful Indira Gandhi primarily
because of the misuse of power during emer-
gency in 1975-1977. After that there have
been changes in the governments both at the
Centre and in the States almost regularly.

Poverty :

Poverty is the greatest set back of democ-
racy. In 2025, World Bank stated that in India
poverty rate is 28.1%. India is ranked 130 out

of 193 countries of the

control DEGREE OF THOUGHT world by Human De-
transfers and Y velopment Report
promotions. That said, By' D'Q_la"ta Barooah 2025 of the United Na-

the national scale or
even state-level corruption in which policies
are bought and sold is rare.

Democracy in India is not a fagade behind
which one finds dominant classes or other
societal institutions that exercise power.
India is not very different from other democ-
racies in the extent to which the bureaucracy
governs without much day-to-day account-
ability. Colonial rule was built on a very
small, elite corps of administrators whose
task was primarily to maintain order. When
independence came, those who did not quit
were allowed to continue, but they had to
prove their loyalty to the new political order,
and to the leaders they had put in jail just a
few years before. At the same time, the tasks
of government expanded enormously, as the
promises in education, health care, and, most
of all, economic development, required a
much-enhanced bureaucratic apparatus. Un-
like many Third World countries, the bal-
ance of power between elected politicians
and bureaucrats in India favored the politi-
cians, and that advantage has not been lost.

India needs to adopt a Constitution and
laws that vest supreme power with the peo-

Fresh violence makes context for
MHA-Kuki-Zo ultras talks complicated

By Rabindra Nath Sinha

anipur is on the boil again with the Na-
Mtional Investigative Agency and the

Central Bureau of Investigation step-
ping up their respective activity. Ironically, the
fresh violence, the persisting deep ethnic divide
and deactivated internet services in five of Ma-
nipur’s 16 districts serve as the backdrop of the
talks with the Kuki-Zo insurgent groups which
the Union ministry of home affairs has scheduled
for June 9. Despite the unfortunate developments,
the chances of the scheduled talks being held are
100 per cent because MHA has chosen New
Delhi as the venue; instead of capital Imphal or
any other suitable place in the strife-scarred state.
The talks will be presided over by MHA’s north-
east advisor A K Mishra, who is to be aided by
an official of the rank of joint director.

What invests the scheduled talks with signifi-
cance is that the agenda is limited to the contro-
versial Suspension of Operations (SoO) that was
a tripartite deal signed on August 22, 2008 and
extended from time to time. The three parties
were MHA, Manipur government and the Kuki
National Organisation on behalf of 25
militant groups. But, since February
29, 2024, when a fresh extension was
to be signed, SoO became a lame in-
strument as the Manipur government
withdrew from the deal. Calling the
shots then was chief minister N Biren
Singh, who firmly argued that SoO in-
habited predominantly by had not be
honoured by the Kuki insurgent
groups and their role in the ethnic vi-
olence that engulfed Manipur since
May 3, 2023 was highly suspect.

Monday’s meeting, to be attended
also by IB officials, therefore, has a
very complicated context as the Meit-
eis are against activation of SoO in
any format and Kuki-Zos are against
its abrogation ; even dilution to the
slightest extent. Right now, as reports
suggest, the MHA team’s aim is to re-
strict the number of SoO camps at
sites close to the valley districts inhabited pre-
dominantly by the Meiteis, from the existing 14
to seven. As for this meeting, the media coordi-
nator of a civil society group The Meitei Alliance
has pointed out for all practical purposes, SoO
was “terminated” in February 2024 and, there-
fore, any signing will be for a new agreement.
This is because only an active agreement can be
extended. [The Meitei Alliance, it has been
claimed, has offices at several cities and towns in
India and abroad].

For the record, it may be mentioned that Ma-
nipur’s home secretary N Ashok Kumar signed
an order on June 7 to the effect that in view of the
disturbed law and order situation, internet and all
allied services in terms of Telecom Services .....
Rules 2017 will remain suspended for five days
with effect from 11-45 p.m. in Imphal West, Im-
phal East, Thoubal, Kakching and Bishnupur dis-
tricts.

Meanwhile, by ordering an inquiry and assur-
ing appropriate action, the Manipur administra-
tion was able, after several days’ protests, to

diffuse the situation that arose on May 20 when
security personnel placed stickers on a tourism
department-arranged bus with scribes in an at-
tempt to hide the name of the state as the bus ap-
proached Kuki-Zo inhabited areas. The security
forces’ action was considered an excess by the
journalists who were going to cover the five-day
Shirui Lily festival from May 20 in Ukhrul. They
immediately protested the security personnel’s
action and soon civil society outfits sponta-
neously hit the streets.

The agitations and resultant tensions once
again proved although ethnic violence that had
erupted on May 3, 2023 on the issue of ST status
for Meiteis, who have a dominating presence in
the Valley, has abated yet sustainable peace has
been eluding this small north-east state. The fes-
tival did take place with massive security back-
up but in a surcharged atmosphere. The protestors
went to the extent of demand the resignations of
the chief secretary, DGP and security advisor [It
deserves mention that chief secretary Prashant
Singh belongs to the Manipur cadre of IAS].

The Shirui lily festival is held in Tangkhul
Naga-inhabited Ukhrul district’s Shirui village

and Ukhrul town. The May 20 festival marked its
return after 2022. It attracts visitors from differ-
ent states and from a majority of Manipur’s 16
districts. But, the largest number of visitors usu-
ally are from the Meitei-majority Valley. The
May 20 steps of the security personnel and the
spate of protests that were seen in reaction also
confirm that free movement across the state yet
remains a difficult proposition Union home min-
ister Amit Shah’s repeated pleas notwithstanding.

The security forces’ action may have been seen
as an excess on their part and the protestors’
unanimous view that the incident had hurt Ma-
nipuri pride ; but it also be seen as a precaution-
ary move on their part, given the animosity
between the warring sides — Meiteis and Kuki-
Zos. The Meitei-inhabited Valley is surrounded
by Hill districts inhabited by Kuki-Zos. [Accord-
ing to a report in the Sunday Express edition of
May 18, for reaching the festival sites, Meiteis
and other residents have to travel through at least
three pockets of Kuki-Zo settlements].

In recent days, umbrella outfits meant to look

after the interest of the ‘indigenous’ people of
Manipur have intensified their efforts to get the
30 days-deadline for deportation of illegal mi-
grants extended. The Union home ministry’s in-
structions to states and UTs issued in early May
stipulate that persons claiming to be Indian citi-
zens but are unable to submit prescribed docu-
ments should be deported out of India. The home
ministry’s instructions mention that the advised
action is meant to be taken against all illegal im-
migrants from Myanmar and Bangladesh.

After ex-chief minister N Biren Singh submit-
ted a detailed representation (dated May 27) to
Governor Ajay Bhalla in person on May, it is now
the turn of the Indigenous People’s Forum, Ma-
nipur (IPFM), which is affiliated to the North
East Indigenous People’s Forum. It is evident
from IPFM’s letter of May 30 to Governor Ajay
Bhalla that unchecked illegal immigration from
Myanmar and Bangladesh is threatening the
rights and land ownership of the indigenous com-
munities; in addition to drug trafficking, human
trafficking and arms smuggling across porous
borders.

Contending that rehabilitation “with knowl-
edge and support of the authorities”
of thousands refugee families over
the years warrants a thorough probe,
the organization has spoken about
the recent spurt in the influx of ille-
gal immigrants in vast areas of Chu-
rachandpur, Kangpokpi, Tengnoupal
and Kamjong districts. [IPFM has
cited a letter dated June 20, 1973 to
then MoS for home K C Pant written
by then member of Parliament from
Manipur Paokai Haokip, who ac-
knowledged the settlement of over
1,500 refugee families n Manipur by
1967. The forum has sought exten-
sion of the 30 days-deadline arguing
that verification entails a large vol-
ume of work and the states and UTs
have to create appropriate infrastruc-
ture.

Apart from the states and UTs, the
instructions have been issued to DG
of Border Security Force and Assam Rifles,
forces which guard India’s borders with the two
countries. States and UTs have been asked to set
up sufficient district level detention centres to
hold individuals, pending deportation. States and
UTs on paper have the statutory power to detect,
indentify and deport illegal immigrants. Augmen-
tation of detention centres itself will consume for
than 30 days and execution of the instructions en-
tail legal processes.

Both N Biren Singh and IPFM have appreci-
ated the MHA initiative to tackle the problem in
an organized manner, but states and UTs too have
to be equipped to execute the task and in that di-
rection MHA’s help also will be necessary. The
deadline of 30 days is rather short and, therefore,
a reasonable extension is a must. The IPFM letter,
signed by its president Ashang Kasar and general
secretary Ramtahung Newme, has also suggested
setting up of verification task forces in border
districts, involvement of community-based out-
fits with the task and creation of secure data sys-
tems. (IPA Service)

tions  Development
Programme (UNDP). Poverty denies a
healthy and full fulfilling life for the people.
Poverty is linked directly with systemic dep-
rivation of rights and inequalities. Poverty is
attributed to unemployment in rural as well
as urban areas. Furthermore, the process of
economic development has failed to ensure
social justice and to bridge the gap between
rich and the poor.

Social Exclusion and Inclusion/Caste
System :

Social exclusion/inclusion or caste system
weakens the functioning and stability of dem-
ocratic system. The most detrimental and in-
human aspect of the caste system is the
practice of untouchability which is continuing
in spite of the constitutional ban imposed on
it. This has led to segregation of so called low
castes or ‘Dalits’, depriving them of educa-
tion and other social benefits. Nowadays,
caste plays a negative role in the democratic
political processes and becomes a notorious
strategy of exploitation of caste conscious-
ness for narrow political gains. It means the
democratic facilities - like fundamental rights
relating to equality, freedom of speech, ex-

pression and association, participation in the
electoral process, free media and press, and
legislative forums - are misused for maintain-
ing casteist identity. With these realities India
has been proving since from times immemo-
rial that India has an unequal society forever.
The Scheduled Castes (SCs), the Scheduled
Tribes (STs) and the backward classes have
been suffering down the ages from socio-eco-
nomic deprivations and even after constitu-
tional special provisions for their protection.
It is for the reasons such as illiteracy, igno-
rance, poverty and political willingness (caste
Politics) etc. It is very unfair to see Indian so-
ciety as caste consciousness are being in-
creasingly used as vote bank politics despite
the era of liberalization and globalization.

Corruption :

Corruption is also a major threat for
democracy in India. In Transparency Interna-
tional’s 2024 Corruption Perceptions Index
(CPI), India ranked 96th out of 180 countries.
India’s score was 38, representing a drop of
one point compared to the previous year. This
means India is perceived to have a public sec-
tor that is moderately corrupt. It is true that
corruption is rampant in all walks of human
life viz., land and property, health, education,
commerce and industry, agriculture, trans-
port, police, armed forces, even religious in-
stitutions. Corruption exists in three levels -
political, bureaucratic and corporate sector.
One can see the nexus between the politi-
cians, the bureaucrats and the industrialists
which has resulted into corruption and corrupt
practices. The tentacles of corruption have af-
fected all organs of government, including the
judiciary. It needs to be understood that cor-
ruption is a cause for political instability and
institutional decay, challenging seriously the
validity and propriety of governance. For cor-
ruption there is no boundary like caste, edu-
cation, region, religion, status etc. All variety
of human being indulges in it.

Criminalization of Politics :

In almost years, politicians indulge in vio-
lence and take refuge in other unhealthy, un-
democratic methods to win elections.
Undoubtedly, this is not a healthy trend in
politics and there is an urgent need to apply
serious check on such tendencies. It is the
very negation of democratic values and has
no place in a democratic set up. They are less
educated with an ideology and conscience.
Furthermore, their greediness, making them
bring their kith and kin and nepotistic net-
works to the politics, blocks the democratic
style of representation. For example, The In-
dian National Congress has been dominated
by members of the family of India’s first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. Whatever
the party but it is rightly to be noted here that
they are reluctant to give top posts to youth
and women. (...to be continued)

Green signal for Sabari
rail project in Kerala

By: P. Sreekumaran

long-standing dream of Keralites
Ais set to become a resounding re-

ality soon with the Union Govern-
ment giving the green signal for the
Sabari rail project.

According to Kerala’s Railway Minis-
ter V Abdurahiman, all hurdles in the way
of the 111-km-long Angamaly-Erumeli
Sabari project, which was sanctioned in
1997-98, have been removed.

The news is music to the ears of 5,510
families living on the 70-km stretch of the
rail project. They are relieved because
they had been barred from carrying out

Karimkunnam, Ramapuram, Bharanan-
ganam, Chemmalamattam, Kanjirappally
Road and Erumeli.

When the project becomes a reality, it
will be a big boost to Kerala. It will
hugely benefit lakhs and lakhs of pilgrims
to Sabarimala besides providing an impe-
tus to the growth of Erumeli and sur-
rounding areas.

In another good news to the railway
passengers in Kerala which would further
speed up railway development in the
state, the state will soon have third and
fourth railway lines parallel to the existing
double lines.

Union Railway Minister Ashwani

any kind of land transac-
tions after their properties
were surveyed and survey
stones installed.

The modalities of the
project associated with
cost-sharing and other is- j§
sues were sorted out during
the meeting Kerala Chief §
Minister had with Union
Railway Minister Ashwani
Vishnaw and Railway
Board officials.

sought a loan from the
Centre for the project. But E23

when it was told the amount would be in-
cluded in its borrowing limit, the State
government said no, and sought a separate
loan.

Abdurahiman said the issue has been
resolved with the State Government de-
ciding to shoulder the entirety of its share.
However, he admitted that the high cost
of land was a big issue in Kerala. In any
other state, the total amount required to
acquire land for the project would have
been just 15% of the state’s share. In Ker-
ala, it is more than 30%, he added. The
funds would be provided by the Kerala
Infrastructure Investment Fund Board
(KIIFB).

Reports say that the social impact study
for the project has been carried out in 58
km of the total stretch, till Thodupuzha.
As for the remaining stretch, only satellite
survey has been conducted.

Besides passengers, industries located
in Ernakulam, Kottayam, Pathanamthitta
and Idukki will be able to move their
products via the train, leading to huge
savings. Also, the state government has
presented a project which will result in
Sabari rail getting connected to Vizhinjam
via Punalur in Pathanamthitta through
Nedumangad.

The total length of the rail line will be
111 km, and the total cost T 3801 crore.
There will be 14 stations: Angamaly Junc-
tion (existing railway station), Kalady

(station constructed), Perumbavoor,
Odakkali, Kothamangalam, Muvat-
tupuzha Vazhakulam, Thodupuzha,

Vaishnaw posted on X, after his meeting
with Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan re-
cently, that the ministry is working on 3rd
and 4th line from North to South Kerala,
so that both passengers and cargo can
move by rail.

According to the Minister, construction
of new Railway Over Bridges and under
bridges also figured in the meeting. The
Minister also claimed that Kerala’s rail-
way budget has gone up from X 372 crore
to X 3,042 crore in the current financial
year of 2025-26.

In another development, the State has
asked the Union Government to look into
Metro Man E. Sreedharan’s alternative
proposal to Kerala’s pet project, Silver-
Line. This is because the Union Govern-
ment has not shown any enthusiasm for
SilverLine, a semi high-speed rail corri-
dor. The Railway Ministry had clearly
told Kerala that SilverLine, put forth by
K-Rail Corporation, cannot be approved
due to technical and ecological reasons.
Hence Sreedharan’s alternative proposal.
Although Sreedharan proposal had been
submitted to the Centre last February, the
latter has not studied it in detail. A final
decision will be taken soon, the Minister
hinted.

On his part, Sreedharan said he had not
received any received any official com-
munication from the Centre regarding his
proposal. The State, he claimed, favoured
his proposal as the Union Government
has not given clearance for the SilverLine
proposal. (IPA Service)
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By: Priyanka Saurabh

akhigarhi, once an ordinary village in

Hisar district of Haryana, has today

emerged as an important centre of
India’s cultural heritage on the global archae-
ological map. The excavation of this 7000 -
year-old settlement has not only given a new
perspective to Indian archaeology, but has also
brought the historical role of women back to
the centre. Especially the conch shell bangles
found on the female skeletons here, the Ag-
nivedikas, and artistic structures like the
dancer indicate whether we are the descen-
dants of a civilization in which women were
not just companions, but the carriers and pro-
tectors of culture? This article goes to the bot-
tom of these questions and presents a
rereading.

Rakhigarhi in Haryana is the largest site of
the Harappan civilization, where 4600 -year-
old female skeletons , conch shell bangles and
a copper dancer statue have been found, high-
lighting the central role of women in the civi-
lization. DNA analysis has questioned the
‘Aryan invasion theory” and has proved India’s
cultural continuity. Rakhigarhi is no longer just
an archaeological discovery, but a living
medium of communication with the soul of
India’s past.

Rakhigarhi, an ordinary village in Haryana’s
Hisar district, has now become the centre of
global archaeological discourse. Excavations
during 1997-99 led to it being recognised as
one of the largest Harappan sites , and its in-
clusion in the World Heritage Fund’s “‘Heritage
in Danger’ list in 2012 drew global attention.
But what was discovered next - a 4,600 -year-
old skeleton of a woman , a conch-shell bangle
on her left hand , and a copper statue of a danc-
ing girl - began to challenge the established
narratives of history and archaeology.

The female skeleton found at Rakhigarhi is
not just an archaeological discovery, it is a
symbolic presence of those countless ‘silent
women’ who have always been left out of the
story of civilization. This skeleton is about
4600 years old, and was found in a wonder-
fully preserved state. Conch bangles were
found on her left wrist - this points to the
socio-cultural symbols of that time. DNA
analysis revealed that this woman has genetic
links with ancient Iranians and South-East
Asian hunter-gatherers, but no connection was
found with the steppe herders - with whom the
arrival of Aryans in India is often associated.
This finding gives a big blow to the ‘Aryan in-
vasion theory’ and indicates that cultural de-
velopment in the Indian subcontinent took
place in its continuity. Like the world-famous
bronze dancer of Mohenjodaro , a copper
statue has also been found from Rakhigarhi
which is being called “Dancing Girl”. This
statue is not only a proof of aesthetics and
artistry , but also shows how strong the pres-
ence of women in cultural and public life must
have been during that period. It challenges the

belief that women in ancient civilizations were
confined only to the domestic sphere.

Remains of Agnivedikas have also been
found at the site where the skeletons were
found, which indicate that the practice of cre-
mation was prevalent even at that time. Agni,
which is considered a symbol of purification
and rites in the Vedic tradition, had such an im-
portant place in the Harappan period, indicat-
ing that the Vedic and Harappan traditions
were not completely unrelated to each other.
Some scholars believe that the Mahabharata
war took place about 5000-5500 years ago. If
this is believed , then Rakhigarhi can be con-
sidered to have been established before this
war. There is also a legend that the widows of
the soldiers who died in the Mahabharata war
came here to take shelter , and this is how this
place got its name “‘Rakhigarhi’ - ‘Rakh’ means
ashes of death, and ‘Gadhi’ means shelter.
Such mythical explanations are not historical
truth , but they show how deep the cultural
memory of Rakhigarhi is in the local people’s
psyche.

Genomic analysis of the female skeleton
found from Rakhigarhi is a major turning point
not just in archaeology but in Indian historiog-
raphy as well. The absence of steppe DNA di-
rectly challenges the ideology that for a long
time attributed the arrival of civilization in
India to the “Aryan invasion’. This study has
once again forced experts in history , anthro-
pology and linguistics to think whether the
Aryans came from outside or were from here
? Was there a cultural flow and not a ‘conflict’
between Vedic culture and Harappan culture?

The findings of Rakhigarhi are now re-
flected in the curriculum of educational bodies
like NCERT. Harappan civilization is now
being taught not just as a “‘past’ but as a conti-
nuity of Indian culture. New studies are now
being conducted on the origin of Sanskrit lan-
guage, the evolution of Dravidian languages
and the language of the Harappans. This is not
just archaeology , it is a search for the soul of
the nation. In 2012, the World Monument Fund
listed Rakhigarhi among the 10 heritage sites
in Asia that are on the verge of destruction.
Mes Aynak in Afghanistan, Kashgar in China
and Ayutthaya in Thailand are also included in
this list. Archaeological sites in India are often
damaged in the name of development or due
to neglect. The future of Rakhigarhi depends
on whether we want to make it a mere tourist
centre or a living research laboratory. The
woman of Rakhigarhi is silent, but her bangles
speak. Her head is facing north — perhaps to-
wards the future , or perhaps towards a ques-
tion. The ‘Dancing Girl” is still , yet it stirs.
This site is no longer just an archaeology site,
it has become a part of politics , education, cul-
ture and identity debates.

This question is not only about knowing the
past , it is also about deciding which past we
accept — the imposed history or the discovered
history? Rakhigarhi is not just an old city
buried in the soil , but is the name of the root

e,

of our civilization which was ignored for cen-
turies. The woman’s bangles , the statue of the
dancer and the Agnivedis found here tell us
that the Harappan period was not a male-dom-
inated, war-centric society — it was a cultural ,
woman-centric and prosperous civilization.
DNA analysis has not only reinterpreted the
Aryan invasion theory, but has also confirmed
a biological-cultural continuity within India.
Rakhigarhi is that forgotten women’s saga of
our past , which should now find a place in the
mainstream of history — with respect , from a
scientific point of view.

Review of Literature:

Indian history has been dominated by the
Aryan Invasion Theory , which holds that the
Aryans came to India from Central Asia and
displaced the Indus Valley Civilization. This
view was presented by Western scholars like
Max Muller , Mortimer Wheeler in the 19th
century and remained the basis of colonial his-
toriography for a long time.

However , scholars such as Romila Thapar,
Iravati Karve, David Frawley, J.M. Kenoyer
and Vasant Shinde have interpreted the Harap-
pan and Vedic civilizations from different per-
spectives. lravati Karve did not deny the role
of women in her anthropological studies ,
while Frawley emphasized the original locality
of Indian culture.

Genomic research by Vasant Shinde and his
team, published in the journal ‘Cell’ in 2019,
concluded that the Rakhigarhi woman’s DNA
does not contain genes of steppe (European)
origin. This theory strengthens Indian cultural
continuity and weakens the concept of Aryan
invasion.

Need and Objectives of the study :

This research is important because the fe-
male-centric remains found from Rakhigarhi
give us information about that aspect of history

which has been ignored till now.

This discovery calls for a reinterpretation of
the Aryan invasion theory.

This is a concrete step towards proving the
cultural and biological continuity of Indian
civilisation.

Woman needs to be established not just as a
goddess , a wife or an object of consumption ,
but as the creator of history.

The main objective of this research:

* To do a sociological analysis of women cen-
tric archaeological discoveries of Rakhigarhi.

» Underscoring cultural continuity through
genomic studies.

« To present the historical role of women in
a new perspective.

» To recommend inclusion of women’s per-
spective in curriculum and history writing.

Analysis and Discussion :

Central role of woman:

The conch bangles found on the female
skeleton from Rakhigarhi and their position in-
dicate that women were not only respected in
social life , but they also played an important
role in religious and cultural activities.

This indicates that in the civilization of that
period, women were the symbol of marriage ,
beauty and power. The copper statue of the
dancer confirms that women participated in
public life , were skilled in performing arts and
had a special role in the social structure.

Cultural Continuity versus Aryan Inva-
sion Theory:

DNA of Steppe origin was not found in the
DNA of the Rakhigarhi woman , which leads
to the conclusion that the inhabitants of
Harappa were native Indians and the Aryans
were not outsiders but were the biological and
cultural inheritors of this place.

This conclusion proves the continuity of In-
dian civilization and challenges many assump-

Witch-hunting and the right to

By: Shahnaz Husain
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tions of colonial historiography.

Agnivedikas and Vedic influence:

The structure of the Agnivedikas found in
Rakhigarhi — round and square fire pits — re-
sembles the Vedic Yagya traditions. This
makes it clear that there was no incompatibil-
ity between Harappa and Vedic culture , but
rather an organic and cultural dialogue.

Mythical Interpretations and Folk Mem-
ory:

In Rakhigarhi village, elderly women still
say that “after the Mahabharata war, widows
came and settled here.” Although this is not
historically proven , it is certainly an example
of cultural memory and people-driven history.
Such folklore is deeply embedded in the men-
tal structure of the society.

Curriculum and Conceptual Changes:

Rakhigarhi has found a special place in the
amendments made by NCERT in 2024. This is
not just a pedagogical change , but an ideolog-
ical revolution — an attempt to reconstruct his-
tory from the Western perspective and from the
point of view of Indian experience.

Conclusion :

The discoveries of Rakhigarhi have proved
that Indian civilization was not only male-cen-
tric or war-oriented, but it was female-centric,
cultural, and artistically mature. The women
here were not only the protectors of the home
, but also the protectors of culture, carriers of
arts and the soul of the society.

Genomic studies and archaeological discov-
eries have proved that India’s cultural tradition
has not undergone any major external disrup-
tion , but has been a continuous flow.

The study of Rakhigarhi brings to light a
side of history that remained in the shadows
for years — the side of women. This site is not
just a pile of bricks , but a testimony to the
pride , contribution and cultural rights of In-
dian women .

Suggestions /Recommendations:

» Rakhigarhi should be developed as a na-
tional research and cultural centre.

* Women-centric history and archaeology
should be given a place in school and univer-
sity curriculum.

* DNA testing and cultural analysis should
be done at other Harappan sites also.

« Interdisciplinary studies should be con-
ducted to promote dialogue between folklore
and archaeological evidence.

» Rakhigarhi should be presented not just as
a tourist destination but as a living museum
and research laboratory.

« Rural women should be made active par-
ticipants in the interpretation and preservation
of these archaeological remains.

« Seminars should be organised at the na-
tional level to bring the role of women back to
the centre stage in Indian history writing.

* Research on Rakhigarhi should be pre-
sented on digital media in the language of
common people so that the new generation can
connect with its past. (The author is a Re-
search Scholar in Political Science)

Want to save your nails from
damage this summer?

nails and cuticles. Healthy, well-exfoliated
nails provide a better base for nail polish,

By: Md Hasnain Raza

can be killed not for any crime
she committed, but because
someone decided to call her a witch.
She might be a widow, an outspoken
woman, a woman who owns land, or
simply a woman who lives alone.
And once branded a daain, her life is
often over before anyone even thinks
of listening to her.
Witch-hunting is not just about su-
perstition. It is about power. It is
about patriarchy, caste, poverty, and

I n many Indian villages, a woman

the failure of the state to protect the
most basic rights of the most vulner-
able people. And the most painful
part? This cruelty is neither new, nor
hidden. It is known. It continues. And
India, as a constitutional democracy
that has promised dignity and equal-
ity to every citizen, still doesn’t have
a central law to stop it.

When Human Rights Are Re-
placed by Silence

Every instance of witch-hunting is
a direct attack on multiple fundamen-
tal rights guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion of India; the right to life, Article
21, the right to equality, Article 14,
and the right to live with dignity.
These are not abstract legal promises,
they are supposed to be guarantees
that the state protects. But in the case
of witch-hunting, the law too often

turns away, or arrives too late.

From a human rights lens, witch-
hunting is a gross and systematic vi-
olation. It is torture. It is social
ostracism. It is gender-based vio-
lence. It is mob violence. In many
cases, it is murder. The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, to
which India is a signatory, affirms in
Article 3 that “everyone has the right
to life, liberty, and security of per-
son.” In reality, women in parts of
India still live in fear that a fever, a
quarrel, or a land dispute could lead
to them being tied to a tree and

beaten for being a ‘witch’.

A State That Delegates Protec-
tion to Patches

Jharkhand may often be cited when
talking about witch-hunting, but it is
far from alone. Chhattisgarh, Bihar,
Odisha, Assam, parts of Maharashtra,
Guijarat, and even Rajasthan continue
to report such cases. According to
NCRB data, more than 2,500 people,
mostly women, were murdered for
witchcraft between 2001 and 2023.
The actual number is likely much
higher, as many of these killings are
passed off as “suspicious deaths” or
are simply never reported.

In response, some states have en-
acted their own anti-witch-hunting
laws. Jharkhand’s Prevention of
Witch (Daain) Practices Act, 2001 is
one such example. Odisha enacted a

law in 2013. Assam followed in
2015. But these laws are fragmented.
The punishments they provide are
often mild. Enforcement is weak.
And perhaps most critically, they do
not offer systemic support for vic-
tims. No national rehabilitation
scheme, no survivor compensation,
no long-term protection.

What does this mean in practice? A
woman survives an attempted lynch-
ing. She is medically treated, maybe
even given some protection for a
week or two. And then, she is sent
back to the same community that
branded her a witch.
The state, having
ticked its procedural
boxes, steps away.
But justice does not
end with survival.
Justice means dig-
nity. Justice means
restoration. And on
that front, we are
failing.

The Vacuum of a
Central Law

India’s lack of a
central law on witch-
hunting is not just an
oversight, it is insti-
tutional neglect. It
sends the message
that these lives,
mostly of poor, Dalit,
or Adivasi women,
do not matter enough
to warrant national
protection. That their dignity is a re-
gional issue. But rights are not re-
gional. Rights are universal.

Anational legislation would not only
ensure uniformity in definitions and
punishment, but it could create a frame-
work for the rehabilitation and reinte-
gration of survivors. It could mandate
awareness campaigns, medical and
legal aid, and safe housing for women
who are displaced after accusations. It
could hold community actors account-
able, including ojhas, quacks, and even
panchayat leaders who often instigate
or sanction such violence.

Intersectionality and Structural
Injustice

Witch-hunting cannot be under-
stood in isolation from caste, class,
and gender. Most victims are women
at the margins: Dalit women, tribal

life: A legal vacuum exposed

women, widows, and single mothers.
Many own small patches of land or
dare to speak out against village hier-
archies. In a deeply patriarchal and
feudal setting, the accusation of
witchcraft becomes a tool to silence,
to displace, to punish.

This is why a human rights re-
sponse must go beyond criminal law.
It must address the underlying socio-
economic structures that allow such
violence to fester. That includes poor
access to healthcare, lack of female
literacy, limited property rights, and
the complete absence of legal aware-
ness in affected communities.

It also includes reforming the very
institutions meant to protect. Often,
police are indifferent. Survivors are
pressured into “compromises” with
their attackers. And courts, when they
act, move slowly, too slowly for
someone who has lost everything.

Toward Law with Empathy

In 2019, the National Commission
for Women proposed a draft bill to
address witch-hunting. It has re-
mained buried in bureaucratic files.
Civil society groups have long de-
manded a central law rooted not just
in deterrence, but in care, protection,
and redress.

What we need is not a law that
punishes witches, but a law that pro-
tects women, from accusation, from
violence, and from the slow death of
being shunned by one’s own people.
We need a law that listens, that reha-
bilitates, that remembers.

We cannot say we believe in
human rights if we allow women to
be hunted under our watch. We can-
not claim to be a democratic society
if we cannot guarantee even the right
to exist in peace without being called
a witch.

Every survivor of witch-hunting
carries the scars of abandonment. If
the law exists to protect the weak,
then let it show up not as a symbol of
authority, but as an act of care.

It is time we say clearly and collec-
tively: No one is born a witch. Every
person, regardless of where they live
or how they are perceived, has the
right to live without fear, without vi-
olence, and with dignity.

That is not just a moral argument.
It is a legal one. (Courtesy: Youth ki
Awaaz)

s the sun shines brighter and the

days grow longer, summer brings a

perfect opportunity to flaunt your
nails. Whether you’re hitting the beach, en-
joying a picnic, or simply lounging by the
pool, well-maintained and stylish nails can
add that extra touch of glamour to your
look.

However, the intense summer heat, hu-
midity, and sun exposure can dry out nails,
making them weak, brittle, and prone to
damage.

This could impact your nail health and
make them break or chip faster. In this heat,
they are likely to suffer from a lack of mois-
ture and are more prone to dryness.

Maintaining the integrity and beauty of
your gel polish manicure during the summer
requires more than just a professional appli-
cation; it needs a regimen that protects and
preserves.

Hydrate

Prolonged soaking in water /exposure to
the sun can cause nails to expand and be-
come more vulnerable to premature chip-
ping and peeling.

Staying hydrated is key to keeping your
nails healthy and strong.

Your body typi-
cally gets about 20%
of the water it needs
from the foods, fruit
and vegetables you
eat throughout the

cally provide the
highest water con-
tent are raw fruits
and vegetables.

Drink plenty of water and include water-
rich hydrating fruits and vegetables in your
diet, such as cucumbers, watermelon, let-
tuce, peaches, and strawberries.

Regularly apply a moisturising hand
cream or nail oil to your nails and cuticles
to keep them hydrated. Applying cuticle oil
can increase the circulation around your
nails, stimulating nail growth.

The oil can also help improve the health
and appearance of your nails. If you paint
your nails, cuticle oil can also protect your
polish for a lasting shine.

Don’t forget to exfoliate

Just like your skin, your nails and cuticles
can benefit from exfoliation. Nail exfolia-
tion is a technique that helps buff out ridges
and other uneven textures on the nail plate
to ensure smooth, long-lasting nail polish.
Gently exfoliating can stimulate blood flow
to the nail area, which can contribute to
stronger and healthier nails. Use a gentle
nail brush or an exfoliating scrub on the nail
area to remove dead skin cells and any
residual buildup from the surface of your

Regularly apply a mois-
turising hand cream or
nail oil to your nails and
cuticles to keep them hydrated.
day. Foods that typi- Applying cuticle oil can increase choose
the circulation around your
nails, stimulating nail growth

| your nail health from

helping it last longer. Plus, it can create a
smooth canvas for traditional nail polish ap-
plication. Nail exfoliation can help loosen
cuticles that have become attached to the
nail plate and soften ridges in the nail, al-
lowing for a smoother, shinier finish.

Nail Polish Break

While many women love to have their
toenails painted their favourite colour dur-
ing open-toe season, the truth is, your toe-
nails could benefit from a break from
polish. While it’s fun to wear nail polish, it’s
important to take a break now and then, es-
pecially during summer, to maintain healthy
nails.

Leaving nail polish on too long can be
dangerous because the pigment in it can
seep into the top layers of your nails and dry
them out. Constant polish wear can weaken
nails and make them prone to breakage.

Nails derive oxygen and nutrients from
the blood supply and not the air; however,
they do need breaks in between manicures
for other reasons.

Prolonged wear of nail polish can result
in the appearance of keratin granulation
(rough and white patches on the surface of
the nail), peeling, ridges and splits, dis-
colouration, and de-
hydration.

Diet and nails

Your balanced diet
also affects your nail
growth. When you
nutritious
food for healthy
nails, you can easily
take good care of

the comfort of your home.

Nails are mostly made up of keratin, a
natural protein in our body. Focus on con-
suming foods that provide keratin, the pro-
tein that makes up nails, and other nutrients
like biotin, zinc, iron, and vitamin C. Min-
erals are crucial for nail health, especially
during summer when nails are more suscep-
tible to dryness and damage. Nuts are also
highly recommended.

Many foods contain essential nutrients,
protein, and vitamins that keep your nails
strong and beautiful and prevent them from
becoming brittle, weak, or damaged. Iron
deficiency can cause brittle nails, and pro-
tein deficiency can lead to ridges.

Dark, leafy vegetables are a pertinent part
of a balanced diet for one’s holistic devel-
opment. Spinach, kale, broccoli, and col-
lards contain enough folate, iron, and
calcium to keep your nails growing strong.
Beans, legumes, and tofu contain rich pro-
tein for nail health. (The author is an in-
ternationally famous beauty expert and is
called the herbal queen of India)
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Russia launches another large-scale drone, missile attack on Ukraine, kills 3, wounds 13

Russia has been launching a record-breaking number of drones and missiles targeting Ukraine in recent days

KY1V, June 10: Russia sent waves of drones
and missiles in an attack on two Ukrainian
cities early Tuesday that killed three people and
wounded at least thirteen others, Ukrainian of-
ficials said.

The attack struck the capital, Kyiv, and the
southern port city of Odesa. Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy in an online state-
ment called the attack on Kyiv “one of the
biggest” in the war that has raged for over three
years, and said that Moscow’s forces had fired
over 315 drones, mostly Shaheds, and seven
missiles at Ukraine overnight.

“Russian missile and Shahed strikes are
louder than the efforts of the United States and
others around the world to force Russia into
peace,” Zelenskyy wrote, urging “concrete ac-
tion” from the US and Europe in response to the
attack. A maternity hospital and residential
buildings in the centre of the southern port city
of Odesa were damaged in the attack, regional
head Oleh Kiper said. Two people were killed
and nine injured in the city, according to a state-
ment from the regional prosecutor’s office.

An additional victim was found in Kyiv’s
Obolon district, regional head Tymur
Tkachenko wrote on Telegram.

“Russian strikes are once again hitting not
military targets but the lives of ordinary people.
This once again shows the true nature of what
we are dealing with,” Tkachenko said.

Attacks continue despite talks

The fresh attacks came a day after Moscow
launched almost 500 drones at Ukraine in the
biggest overnight drone bombardment in the
three-year war. Ukrainian and Western officials
have been anticipating a Russian response to
Ukraine’s audacious June 1 drone attack on dis-

S

tant Russian air bases. Russia has been launch-
ing a record-breaking number of drones and
missiles targeting Ukraine in recent days, de-
spite both sides trading memoranda during di-
rect peace talks in Istanbul on June 2 that set
out conditions for a potential ceasefire.

However, the inclusion of clauses that both
sides see as nonstarters make any quick deal un-
likely, and a ceasefire, long sought by Kyiv, re-
mains elusive.

The only tangible outcome of the talks has
been in the exchange of prisoners of war, with
a swap starting on Monday to release soldiers
aged between 18 and 25.

A similar exchange was also announced for
the bodies of fallen soldiers held by both sides,
although no schedule for that has been released.

Asked to comment on the exchange of bodies
with Ukraine, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said that it has remained unclear when
it could take place and how many bodies of
Russian soldiers Ukraine was going to hand
over. He again accused Kyiv of dragging its feet
on the exchange.

Trump sends Marines, more National

“There is one unarguable fact, we
have had trucks with bodies standing
ready for it on the border for several
days,” he said in a call with reporters.

Kyiv residents seek shelter

Plumes of smoke were visible in
Kyiv as air defence forces worked to
shoot down drones and missiles Tues-
day morning.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian residents
took shelter and slept in metro stations
during the hourslong attack. Nina No-
sivets, 32, and her 8-month-old son,
Levko, were among them. “I just try not

to think about all this, silently curled up
like a mouse, wait until it all passes, the
attacks. Distract the child somehow be-
cause its probably the hardest thing for
him to bear,” she said.

Krystyna Semak, a 37-year-old
Kyiv resident, said the explosions
frightened her and she ran to the metro
at 2 a.m. with her rug.

Russia has been launching a record-
breaking number of drones and mis-
siles targeting Ukraine while the two
countries continue to swap prisoners
of war, the only tangible outcome of

recent direct peace talks held in Istan-
bul. A ceasefire, long sought by Kyiv,
remains elusive. In Kyiv, fires broke
out in at least four districts after debris
from shot down drones fell on the
roofs of residential buildings and
warehouses, according to the Kyiv
City Military Administration. Vasyl
Pesenko, 25, stood in his Kitchen,
damaged in the attack.

Death toll from recent attacks rises

In Moscow, the Defence Ministry
said that a group strike early Tuesday
targeted arms plants in Kyiv, as well

as military headquarters, troops loca-
tions, military air bases and arms de-
pots across Ukraine.

“The goals of the strikes have been
achieved, all the designated targets
have been hit,” it said in a statement.

The death tolls from previous Russ-
ian strikes also continued to rise Tues-
day. In Kharkiv, rescuers found the
body of a person trapped under the
rubble of a building that was hit in a
drone-and-missile attack Saturday,
city mayor lhor Terekhov wrote on
Telegram. (AP)

KARBI ANGLONG AUTONOMOUS COUNCIL,
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OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER:: KARBI ANGLONG EAST DIVISION
P H U

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Tender/ Quotation affixing Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council Challan amounting Rs 10/- (Rupees Ten)
only are invited from registered Govt Contractors for the following works and will be received by the office of the
undersigned up to 3:00 P.M. on 30/06/2025 and will be opened on the same day. If the office remained closed due to
any reason on that day the tender will be received and opened on the next day upto 3 00 P.M. (I1.5.T.) The Tenderer or
their authorized agents / representative may be present at the time of opening tender.

Guard members to Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, June 10:
Another 2,000 National Guard
troops along with 700 Marines
are headed to Los Angeles on
orders from President Donald
Trump, escalating a military
presence local officials and
Gov. Gavin Newsom don’t
want and the police chief says
creates logistical challenges
for safely handling protests.

An initial 2,000 Guard
troops ordered by Trump
started arriving on Sunday,
which saw the most violence
during three days of protests
driven by anger over Trump’s
stepped-up enforcement of
immigration laws that critics
say are breaking apart migrant
families.

Monday’s demonstrations
were far less raucous, with
thousands peacefully attend-
ing a rally at City Hall and
hundreds protesting outside a
federal complex that includes
a detention centre where some
immigrants are being held fol-
lowing workplace raids across
the city.

Trump has described Los
Angeles in dire terms that
Mayor Karen Bass and New-
som say are nowhere close to
the truth. They say he is put-
ting public safety at risk by
adding military personnel
even though police say they
don’t need the help.

Los Angeles Police Chief
Jim McDonnell said in a state-
ment he was confident in the
police department’s ability to
handle large-scale demonstra-
tions and that the Marines’ ar-
rival without coordinating
with the police department
would present a “significant
logistical and operational chal-
lenge” for them.

Newsom called the deploy-
ments reckless and “disre-
spectful to our troops” in a
post on the social platform X.

“This isn’t about public

safety,” Newsom said. “It’s
about stroking a dangerous
President’s ego.”

The protests began Friday
after federal immigration au-
thorities arrested more than 40
people across the city. The
smell of smoke hung in the air
downtown Monday, one day
after crowds blocked a major
freeway and set self-driving
cars on fire as police re-
sponded with tear gas, rubber
bullets and  flash-bang
grenades.

Additional protests against
immigration raids continued
into the evening Monday in
several other cities including
San Francisco and Santa Ana,
California, and Dallas and
Austin, Texas.

California pushes back
against presence of federal
troops

California Attorney General
Rob Bonta filed a lawsuit over
the use of National Guard
troops following the first de-
ployment, telling reporters
that Trump had “trampled” the
state’s sovereignty.

“We don’t take lightly to the
president abusing his authority
and unlawfully mobilizing
California National Guard
troops,” Bonta said. He sought
a court order declaring
Trump’s use of the Guard un-
lawful and asking for a re-
straining order to halt the
deployment.

Trump said the city would
have been “completely oblit-
erated” if he had not deployed
the Guard.

US officials said the
Marines were being deployed
to protect federal property and
personnel, including immigra-
tion agents. A convoy of 10 to
15 buses with blacked-out
windows and escorted by
sheriff’s vehicles, left the base
at Twentynine Palms in the
desert east of Los Angeles late

Monday and travelled along
Interstate 10 toward the city.

Despite their presence, there
has been limited engagement
so far between the Guard and
protesters while local law en-
forcement implements crowd
control.

Early protests remained
peaceful
On Monday, thousands

flooded the streets around City
Hall for a union rally ahead of
a hearing for arrested labour
leader David Huerta, who was
freed a few hours later on a
USD 50,000 bond.

Huerta’s arrest Friday while
protesting immigration raids
has become a rallying cry for
people angry over the admin-
istration’s crackdown. He is
the president of the Service
Employees International
Union California, which rep-
resents thousands of the state’s
janitors, security officers and
other workers.

Early protests had a calm
and even joyful atmosphere at
times, with people dancing to
live music and buoyed by
Huerta’s release.

Protesters linked hands in
front of a line of police offi-
cers outside the downtown
federal detention centre where
Huerta was being held. Reli-
gious leaders joined the pro-
testers, working with
organisers at times to de-esca-
late moments of tension.

There was a heavy law en-
forcement presence in the few
square blocks including the
federal detention facility,
while most in the immense
city of some 4 million people
went about their normal busi-
ness on peaceful streets.

As the crowd thinned, po-
lice began pushing protesters
away from the area, firing
crowd-control munitions as
people chanted, “Peaceful
protest”. (AP)

Sl, Name of Schemes /Works. Tender Amount Earnest Money Time for
No. (Rs. In Lakhs.) {In Rs.) completion
1 2 3 4 5
1 Forest Inspection Bungalow at Garampani under | 43,70,000/- 87,400/- Genl. 2% 90 days
East Division, Diphu 43,700/- ST/SC 1%
2 Construction of Paver Block Courtyard with Drain | 20,58,000/- 41,160/- Genl. 2% | 90 days
at DFO East Division, Diphu 20,580/-ST/SC 1%
3 Installation of Ringwell at Office Premises at | 3,00,000/- 6,000/- Genl. 2% | 30days
Protection Range, Diphu 3,000/- ST/SC 1%
4 Construction of Forester-1 Quarter at Range Office | 20,00,000/- 40,000/- Genl. 2% | 30 Days
Campus under Eastern Range, Bokajan =1 No. 20,000/- ST/SC 1%
20,00,000/-
5 Installation of Ringwell at Office Premises at | 3,00,000/- 6,000/- Genl. 2% | 30 Days
Bokajan Range Office, Bokajan 3,000/- ST/SC 1%
6 Installation of Ringwell at Rongagora Beat Office 3,00,000/- 6,000/- Genl. 2% | 30days
3,000/- ST/SC 1%
7 Construction of Watch Tower at Paharlane Camp | 15,00,000/- 30,000/- Genl. 2% | 60days
at Haldibari 15,000/- ST/SC 1%
8 Construction of Watch Tower at Harmoti Killing | 15,00,000/- 30,000/- Genl. 2% | 90days
Village 15,000/- ST/SC 1%
9 Installation of Ringwell at Natun Basti Beat Office | 6,00,000/- 12,000/- Genl. 2% | 60days
and Bomewria Sub-Beat Office 2 nos @ 3.00 Lac. 6,000/- ST/SC 1%
10 Repairing of Forest Inspection Bangalow with | 10,00,000/- 20,000/- Genl. 2% | 60days
electrification work at Kohora Forest IB 10,000/- ST/SC 1%
11 Renovation of staff quarter at Samelangso Sub- | 8,00,000/- 16,000/- Genl. 2% | 60 days
Beat Office 2 nos. 4,000/- ST/SC 1%
12 Renovation of Office Building at Borjuri Account | 20,00,000/- 40,000/- Genl. 2% | 90days
Beat, Langkhang Sub-Beat, Hayanthal Account 20,000/- ST/SC 1%
Beat and Pulibagan Sub-Beat Office @ Rs.
5,00,000/- x 4 nos.

The following documents required to be submitted along with tender papers.

2% Earnest Money for General and 1% for ST/SC over the value of works in the form of call deposit from any

recognized bank in favour of Divisional Forest Officer, Karbi Anglong East Division, Diphu.

Up to Date GST documents/clearance certificate from competent authority.

Up to Date Income Tax clearance from competent authority.

Jaishankar meets European Commission
chief von der Leyen in Belgium

BRUSSELS, June 10: External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar on Tuesday met European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
here and praised her “strong condemnation” of
the Pahalgam attack and solidarity in combating
terrorism.

Jaishankar called on the top EU leader during
his visit to Belgium and Luxembourg.

“Pleased to call on @EU_Commission Pres-
ident @vonderleyen this morning. Welcomed
her strong condemnation of terrorist attack in
Pahalgam and solidarity in combatting terror-
ism,” he said in an X post.

The April 22 Pahalgam terror attack claimed
26 lives, following which tensions between
India and Pakistan escalated. India carried out
precision strikes on terror infrastructure in Pak-
istan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir on May
7. During the meeting, Jaishankar and von der
Leyen also discussed efforts that are underway
to deepen the India-EU partnership.

“Agreed on the potential benefits of stronger
cooperation in trade, technology, connectivity
and security for both our regions,” Jaishankar
added. Von der Leyen also took to X after the
meeting and said, “The EU-India strategic part-
nership is getting stronger.”

“We’re working on a Strategic Agenda based
on growth with an ambitious FTA, tech & in-
novation and security & defence. | look forward
to adopting it with @narendramodi at our next
Summit,” she said.

In June 2022, India and the 27-nation bloc re-

sumed negotiations for a comprehensive Free
Trade Agreement, an investment protection
agreement and a pact on Geographical Indica-
tions after a gap of over eight years.

The negotiations stalled in 2013 due to dif-
ferences over the level of opening up of the
markets.

On February 28, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and European Commission chief agreed
to seal the much-awaited free trade deal by the
end of this year.

Jaishankar met members of the European
Parliament on Monday along with the Indian
Ambassador to the EU, Belgium and Luxem-
bourg, Saurabh Kumar.

In a post on X, he said it was “good to meet”
David McAllister, Chair of the Foreign Affairs
Committee of the European Parliament, Sandro
Gozi, Chair of the Delegation to EU-UK Par-
liamentary Assembly, and Greek parliamentar-
ian Nikos Papandreou. The meetings followed
an interaction with members of the Indian com-
munity on Monday evening.

Earlier in the day, Jaishankar held wide-rang-
ing discussions with his Belgium counterpart
Maxime Prevot on deepening bilateral cooper-
ation, including in trade, investment, technol-
ogy, defence and security, clean energy and
mobility. During his week-long tour of Europe,
Jaishankar will also hold talks with leaders of
the European Union and France to boost bilat-
eral ties and reaffirm India’s policy of zero-tol-
erance against terrorism. (PTI)
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group No. written clearly.

iv. Up to Date Professional Tax Clearance from the Authority of KAAC, Diphu.

V. Up to Date Trading License if Non —Tribal.

Vi. Up to Date Registration Certificate from Contractor of PWD or others Department.

vii. Work Experience/ Financial capacity from Departmental Authority concerned.

viii. Xerox copy of PAN Card.

iX. Xerox copy record page of Bank pass book where Account No. Bank Name, IFSC Code No. & Address is
recorded.

X. The Tenderer must furnished financial soundness certificate equivalent to the offered amount issued by any
Nationalized Bank in India.

TERMS AND CONDITION.

a. Rate of bid should be quoted clearly and distinctly both in figure and words against each Scheme of

work in flat percentage basis above/below as per CPWD Schedule rate 2019-20,

No construction materials will be supplied by the Department.

Successful bidder will have to sign a Deed of agreement under APWD form-2,

The undersigned have the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without reasons thereof.

Earnest Money will be return to successful tendered after completion of works and in respect of un-

successful tender Earnest Money will be returned after allotment of works.

Tender paper will be provided on payment of Rs 100/- (Rupees one hundred) only.

g The Department will not be bound to accept the lowest tender rate and reserved right to reject all
tender without assigning any reason thereof.

h. Each work tender should be submitted in separate form and envelop where in the name of work and

N.B.:- No tender will be accepted failing to furnish the above documents

Divisional Forest Officer,
Karbi Anglong East Division, Diphu.

Sd/-
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Rijiju warned that the government would not tolerate such actions

Disease of compensation'affecting Frontier g g

nghways progress in Arunachal RIjiju

ITANAGAR, June 10: Union
minister Kiren Rijiju on Tuesday
expressed concern over alleged at-
tempts to delay the ambitious
Frontier Highway project in
Arunachal Pradesh, and claimed
that the “disease of compensation”
has afflicted a section of the state’s
people.

The Arunachal Frontier High-
way is a 1,748 km long road that
will stretch from Bomdila in the
west to Vijaynagar in the east, run-
ning parallel to the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). Considered a
“game changer” for the border
areas of the state, the project’s es-
timated cost is ¥ 42,000 crore.

Speaking at a function held here
to mark the completion of 11 years
of the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, Rijiju said he was “sad-
dened and equally happy” about
the project: happy because it
marks a long-cherished dream for
the state, and sad because a few
vested interests are trying to delay
it in the name of compensation.

“The Frontier Highway is the
country’s biggest road project with
a total outlay of ¥ 42,000 crore.
It’s our dream project to connect
remote border areas that have been
neglected for decades,” the Minor-
ity Affairs and Parliamentary Af-
fairs minister said.

The Arunachal West MP said
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has issued strict instructions
for the highway’s speedy comple-
tion, underscoring the project’s na-

Jummar Basar to be
new SP of [tanagar
Capital region
ITANAGAR, June 10: The
Arunachal Pradesh government
has appointed APPS officer Jum-
mar Basar as the new Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) of Itanagar
Capital Region (ICR), and Nyelam

Nega as SP of Naharlagun.

Basar replaces IPS officer Rohit
Rajbir Singh, who has been trans-
ferred to New Delhi.

Nega, earlier serving as SP Se-
curity, has replaced IPS officer
Mihin Gambo as SP Naharlagun.
Gambo has been posted to Police
Headquarters as SP  Special
Branch.

The transfer orders were issued
recently following a meeting of the
Police Establishment Board (PEB),
according to a notification from the
state chief secretary issued on
Monday.

Other postings include IPS offi-
cer Surendra Choudhary as SP of
the Anti-Corruption Bureau, and
Tirap SP Singjatla Singpho as SP
(Planning) at the police headquar-
ters, here.

APPS officer Dusu Kaling, who
was SP (Planning), has been ap-
pointed as the Principal of the Po-
lice Training Centre (PTC) at
Banderdewa, near here.

IPS officer Shivendu Bhushan
has been posted as SP Crime/SIT,
while Anurag Dwivedi will be the
new SP of Anjaw. IPS officer
Aditya, currently ASP Tirap, has
been promoted as SP of the district.
Anjaw SP Rike Kamsi (APPS) has
been transferred as SP Security. (PTI)

tional importance.

“We never imagined that a high-
way would come up in places
where only porter tracks existed.
This is a game-changer,” he
added.

However, the minister did not
mince words in highlighting the
roadblocks.

“The major disease in our soci-
ety is compensation. After sanc-
tioning the project, land officers,
in connivance with local leaders,
are trying to divert the alignment
to claim hefty compensation. This
is not acceptable,” he said.

Terming it a “cancerous prac-
tice”, Rijiju warned that the gov-
ernment would not tolerate such

actions.

“To earn easy money, a section
of people is hell-bent on jeopardis-
ing this visionary project. We
work hard to get schemes sanc-
tioned, and some are trying to
delay them for personal gains. If
you really want to earn, do normal
work,” he said. The Union minis-
ter said that compensation for gen-
uinely affected landowners would
be paid soon, but warned against
any attempts to exploit the system.

Rijiju added that he has held
separate meetings with the Union
Cabinet Secretary, the State Chief
Secretary, Chief Minister Pema
Khandu, and the Secretary of the
Ministry of Road Transport and

Highways to ensure timely execu-
tion of the project.

Urging Khandu to intervene,
Rijiju called upon elected repre-
sentatives to stop such malprac-
tices and ensure that the project
progresses without hindrance.

“This project is not just about
connectivity, it is about ensuring
development reaches the last vil-
lage. It is intended to reverse mi-
gration from border areas,” he
said.

The Frontier Highway will run
along the India-Tibet-China-
Myanmar border, passing through
strategic regions as close as 20 km
from the LAC and international
borders.

The highway will start from
Bomdila and traverse through
Nafra, Huri, and Monigong before
ending in Vijaynagar, near the
India-Myanmar border.

Rijiju added that the highway is
a key component of the Centre’s
Vibrant Villages Programme,
which aims to boost infrastructure
and development in India’s border
areas.

Highlighting the broader devel-
opment under the BJP-led NDA
government in the past 11 years,
Rijiju said the northeast region has
seen transformative changes, with
Arunachal Pradesh now being
placed at the center of India’s bor-
der infrastructure push.

“This project is about securing
our borders, uplifting our people,”
he added. (PTI)

MLA Kaso appeals for collective protection
of Gyekar Sinyi and Blolog|cal Park
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HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 10: Advisor to
the Urban Affairs Minister and
Itanagar Capital Complex MLA
Techi Kaso has called upon all cit-
izens to join hands in safeguarding
Gyekar Sinyi (Ganga Lake) and
the Biological Park, the region’s
only zoological and heritage site,
which serves as a center of
tourism, recreation, and environ-
mental learning.

Kaso made the appeal during the
inauguration of the office of the
Biological Park & Gyekar Sinyi
Protection and Development Soci-
ety (BPGSPDS) held on Monday
near the Gyekar Sinyi premises.
The society, which was established
nearly two decades ago, has been
reactivated with a newly consti-
tuted team led by President Teli
Duli Camdir.

Addressing locals, PRI leaders,

and representatives from Chemi,
Ganga, Batt, Chimpu, and Jullang
Gram Panchayats, Kaso congratu-
lated the new committee and em-
phasized the need for preservation,
protection, and promotion of
Gyekar Sinyi and the adjoining Bi-
ological Park.

“These sites are not just tourist
attractions but are deeply rooted in
mythology and the ancient history
of our region. They also serve as a
valuable source of recreation for
children and students, and con-
tribute to local revenue genera-
tion,” Kaso stated. He expressed
concern over incidents of land en-
croachment and assured that he
would take up the matter of com-
plete boundary fencing for both the
lake and the zoo with the Forest
Minister and the Chief Minister.

Kaso further urged the Forest
Department and the State Govern-

ment to undertake restoration
work, especially the construction
of a protection wall towards Batt
Village, to safeguard the lake from
potential natural disasters such as

flash floods, earthquakes, and
landslides.
Itanagar ZPM Taro Tagia,

Deputy Chief Wildlife Warden
Hiba Tagik, Curator Rayo Flago,
and BPGSPDS President Teli Duli
Camdir also addressed the gather-
ing. They reiterated the need for
proactive conservation measures,
infrastructure protection, and beau-
tification efforts to enhance
tourism and generate more revenue
for the region.

The event concluded with a
pledge of community cooperation
and government support toward
preserving this invaluable ecolog-
ical and cultural treasure of the
Capital Complex.

Siang Trust conducts free health camp at Bizari Village, Lower Dibang Valley

HT Bureau

NAMSAI, June 10: A free health camp was or-
ganized by Siang Trust on Sunday at Bizari vil-
lage in Lower Dibang Valley District, extending
much-needed medical services to the residents

of this remote area.

A team of medical professionals participated

in the camp, including Urologist Kapang Yi-
rang, Ophthalmologist Dr. Ponung Perme, Den-
tal Surgeon Dr. Karma Pait, Dr. Anuari Ering,
Retired Additional Director Dr. Saibal Bhat-
tacharjee, and Retired Joint Director Dr. Runi
Tasung, along with other medical and support

staff.

The initiative was led by Captain Mohonto
Panging Pao, VM (Retd.), President of Siang
Trust, along with several members and repre-
sentatives of the NGO. Community support
came from local Gaon Burahs (GBs), the vil-
lage secretary, and village elders, who played a

key role in organizing the camp.

Sclentific yak husbandry practices highlighted

HT Bureau
NAMSALI, June 10: The 12th day
of the Viksit Krishi Sankalp Ab-
hiyan (VKSA) was marked by a
significant programme at Nu-
ranang (RA-111) under Jang Sub-
division, Tawang District,
focusing on Scientific Yak Hus-
bandry Practices. The event was
organized by Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) Tawang, in collab-
oration with the ICAR-National
Research Centre on Yak (NRC-
Yak), Dirang, and various agricul-
ture and allied departments of
Tawang.

The programme witnessed en-

thusiastic participation from yak
herders of nearby villages, offi-
cials from different departments,
and several dignitaries. Mihir
Sarkar, Director of NRC on Yak,
attended the event as Chief Guest,
leading a team of scientists and
experts from the institute. Also
present were ADC Jang, Hakraso
Kri, officials from KVK Tawang,
and representatives of agriculture
and allied sectors.

In his keynote address, Sarkar
emphasized the importance of sci-
entific yak hushandry, particularly
in enhancing clean milk produc-
tion practices. He urged farmers

VKSApr ograme at Nuranang (RA-l

to adopt natural farming tech-
niques to preserve soil health and
improve crop productivity, under-
lining the role of innovation and
informed decision-making in
achieving long-term agricultural
sustainability.

ADC Hakraso Kri, in his ad-
dress, highlighted the effective
utilization of  government
schemes as a vital tool for im-
proving rural livelihoods and
achieving the holistic develop-
ment of farming communities.

An interactive session provided
a platform for farmers to raise
questions on livestock manage-
ment, which were addressed by
subject experts. Essential inputs
for yak farming were also distrib-
uted among the farmers to support
and enhance their agricultural
practices.

The initiative underscored the
ongoing commitment of KVK
Tawang and its partner institu-
tions toward empowering local
farmers through scientific knowl-
edge dissemination and capacity-
building programmes under the
VKSA.

APLS holds condolence meeting
for late poet Taichop Bangyang

HT Bureau

NAMSALI, June 10: A condolence
meeting was held at the office of
the Arunachal Pradesh Literary So-
ciety (APLS) on June 8, 2025, to
mourn the untimely demise of late
Taichop Bangyang, a young and
promising poet and short story
writer. An active member of APLS,
Bangyang passed away on May
16, 2025.

Born on October 10, 1993, in
Lapnan village of Tirap District,
late Bangyang had his early educa-
tion at Navodaya Vidyalaya, Tissa.
He completed his graduation from
Wangcha Rajkumar Government
College, Deomali, and went on to
pursue a Master’s degree in Eng-
lish from Rajiv Gandhi University.
Following his post-graduation, he
joined VKV Nirjuli as a teacher
and was also serving as a guest
faculty member at Wangcha Ra-
jkumar College at the time of his
passing.

During the ceremony, APLS Pres-
ident YD Thongchi led the gathering
in offering floral tributes to the de-
parted soul. Remembering
Bangyang’s literary talent, Thongchi
remarked that his passing is a great
loss to the literary community of
Arunachal Pradesh, as his writings
had shown immense promise. He
also highlighted Bangyang’s active
involvement with the Tirap unit of
APLS.

Wanggo Socia delivered a heart-
felt speech, reflecting on the life
and literary contributions of the
late writer. Others who paid floral
tribute included Bompi Riba,
Gumpi  Nguso, Inumoni Das
Thongchi, Moge Basar, and sev-
eral members of the literary soci-
ety.

The condolence meeting was
followed by the 143rd monthly lit-
erary sitting of APLS. The session
featured poetry recitations by

Gandhl Riyang, Ringu Elapra
Yagyaj, Moge Basar, Gumpi
Nguso, and Bompi Riba. Short sto-
ries were read by Issac Jilen and
Gumpi Nguso, while Shri Wanggo
Socia presented a critical appreci-
ation of Rajkamal Choudhury’s
Hindi novel Machli Mari Hui.
The gathering not only paid trib-
ute to a lost literary voice but also
reaffirmed the society’s commit-
ment to nurturing literature and
commemorating its contributors.

Millennium Science Batch (1998-2000)
donates desks and benches to GHSS Ziro

HT Bureau

NAMSALI, June 10: In a heartfelt gesture to mark
their Silver Jubilee, the Millennium Science Batch
(1998-2000) of Government Higher Secondary
School (GHSS) Ziro has donated 40 pairs of desks and

benches to their alma mater.

The furniture was formally handed over to the
school’s Principal, Hibu Tama, during a brief cere-

mony held at the school premises.

Celebrating 25 years since their graduation, the
alumni came together to give back to the institution
that played a pivotal role in shaping their lives. Now
serving in diverse roles across the country and the
state, the batch made the donation as part of their
“Give Back to the Alma Mater” initiative — a tribute
to the bonds and memories forged during their form-

ative years at GHSS Ziro.

Principal Hibu Tama expressed heartfelt apprecia-
tion for the generous support and lauded the batch for

setting an inspiring example of alumni engagement.
“Such contributions go a long way in improving the
learning environment for our students and inspire cur-
rent students to value the legacy they are part of,” he
said in a statement.
This donation stands as a testament to the enduring
connection between the alumni and their school, high-

lighting their commitment to enhancing educational

nurtured them.

infrastructure and giving back to the community that

Fast Siang Police constitutes district East Siang bids farewell to outgoing DC Tayi Taggu

Additional Deputy Commissioner (HQ) Tatling Pertin commended his inspiring leadership

task force to enforce |LP regulations

HT Bureau

NAMSAI, June 10: In a decisive move to ensure
strict compliance with the Inner Line Permit (ILP)
regulations, the East Siang District Police has consti-
tuted a dedicated District Task Force (DTF).

The task force will function through two zonal
teams—one based in Pasighat and the other in
Ruksin—Iled by the respective Sub-Divisional Police
Officers (SDPOs). These teams will conduct focused
verification drives and enforcement checks across sen-
sitive and vulnerable locations in the district.

The Ruksin team will be led by DSP (HQ)-cum-In-
charge SDPO Ruksin, and will include OC Special
Branch, OC Ruksin, and OC Sille-Oyan.

The Pasighat team will be headed by SDPO
Pasighat and comprise OC Special Branch, OC
Pasighat, OC Mebo, and OC Women Police Station.

OC Special Branch will lead the verification efforts
with support from dedicated field staff, while other
team members will conduct surprise inspections and
ILP checks at hotspot areas throughout the district.

The initiative is aimed at strengthening internal se-
curity, curbing unauthorized settlement, and ensuring
that all individuals entering the district hold valid
ILPs, in accordance with the provisions of the Bengal
Eastern Frontier Regulation (BEFR) Act.

TEMPORARY
| INNER LINE PERMIT
COUNTER

Sy el Pt

Superlntendent of Police, Shri Pankaj Lamba ap-
pealed for public cooperation, urging residents to re-
port any suspicious individuals and ensure that
tenants, domestic workers, and laborers possess valid
ILPs and identification documents.

For further information or to report violations, citi-
zens are advised to contact the nearest police station
or the Special Branch office at the SP Office, Pasighat.

This proactive step reflects the district police’s com-
mitment to upholding the rule of law and safeguarding
the demographic and cultural integrity of the region.

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 10: The East
Siang District Administration on
Monday organized a warm and be-
fitting farewell ceremony at the
DC’s Conference Hall to honour
the outgoing Deputy Commis-
sioner, Tayi Taggu (APCS, Admin-
istrative Grade), who is set to
assume his new role as Director of
Rural Development in Itanagar.

The programme was marked by
emotional tributes from adminis-
trative  officers, departmental
heads, and staff, who praised
Taggu for his exemplary leader-
ship, calm demeanor, and adminis-
trative excellence. Colleagues
lauded his approachable nature,
humility, and visionary guidance,
which significantly contributed to
East Siang’s development across
multiple sectors.

Superintendent of Police, East
Siang, Pankaj Lamba, described
the outgoing DC as a “guiding
light” who ensured law and order
with wisdom and composure. Ad-

dltlonal Deputy Commissioner
(HQ) Tatling Pertin commended
his inspiring leadership and ability
to build strong rapport with both
the public and stakeholders.
Taggu’s impactful tenure was
recognized at the national level,
having received the prestigious
Prime Minister’s Award for Excel-
lence in Public Administration.
Under his leadership, East Siang
emerged as one of the best-per-
forming districts among hilly
states and earned the distinction of

being the only state-level recipient
of the Gold Medal in Public Ad-
ministration in 2022.

In his farewell address, Taggu
extended heartfelt gratitude to the
people of East Siang, all stakehold-
ers, administrative officers, HoDs,
the CEO of Pasighat Smart City,
and every staff member. He attrib-
uted the district’s achievements to
teamwork and collective commit-
ment.

He emphasized the importance
of positivity, continuous learning,

and self-discipline in public serv-
ice, stating: “To lead an office, one
must first lead oneself.”

Reflecting on his tenure, Taggu
noted with satisfaction that the ma-
jority of Smart City projects were
completed, thanks to the dedicated
efforts of CEO Manjuli Komut and
her team. He expressed pride in
laying the foundation for a future-
ready and vibrant Smart City
Pasighat, benefiting both the dis-
trict and the state.

Noteworthy accomplishments
during his three-year tenure in-
clude the successful implementa-
tion of E-Office, promoting a
paperless governance model, and
significant progress on the
Murkongselek—Pasighat Railway
Project, part of the Northeastern
Railway Connectivity initiative.

The event concluded with a
standing ovation and warm wishes
for Shri Tayi Taggu as he embarks
on his new assignment, leaving be-
hind a legacy of innovation, dedi-
cation, and public service.
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Modi must talk to Trump, appeal for intervention
on atrocities' against Indians: Congress

Congress’ media and pubI|C|ty department head Pawan Khera tagged a post on X carrying the video

NEW DELHI, June 10: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi should
immediately talk to US President
Donald Trump to appeal for inter-
vention on the “mistreatment and
atrocities” against Indians, the
Congress said on Tuesday after a
video emerged showing an Indian
student being handcuffed and
pinned to the floor at a US airport.

Congress leaders shared the
video and pictures of the Indian
student handcuffed and pinned to
the floor at the Newark Airport be-
fore he was allegedly deported.

The Consulate General of India
in New York has said it is in touch
with local authorities.

“We have come across social
media posts claiming that an In-
dian national is facing difficulties
at Newark Liberty International
Airport. We are in touch with local
authorities in this regard,” the In-
dian Consulate said in a post on X.

Congress general secretary in-
charge communications Jairam
Ramesh alleged that the Modi gov-
ernment is continuously failing to
protect the honour of India and In-
dians. “For the first time in history,
a US head of state has announced
a ceasefire between India and Pak-
istan in Washington DC. The US
President is continuously claiming
credit for maintaining pressure on
India. Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Modi has not been able to summon
the courage to speak - either on the
ceasefire or on the atrocities being
perpetrated against Indians in the
US,” Ramesh said in a post on X.

Protecting the honour of India
and Indians is one of the most im-
portant responsibilities of the
Prime Minister of India, he as-

Want to contest 40-45
seats inBihar polls:
CPI(ML) gen secy

PATNA, June 10: CPI(ML) Gen-
eral Secretary Dipankar Bhat-
tacharya on Tuesday said his party
aims to contest 40 to 45 seats in the
upcoming Bihar Assembly elec-
tions, more than thrice its tally five
years ago.

Speaking at a press conference
in the state capital, Bhattacharya
said, “We are planning to contest
about 40-45 seats in the assembly
polls.”

The CPI(ML) Liberation, a key
Left party, is currently the third-
largest constituent of the INDIA
bloc in Bihar, after the Congress
and the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RID).

In the 243-strong Assembly, the
Left party’s current strength is 11,
thanks to its best ever electoral per-
formance in the 2020 polls, when
it had contested 19 seats.

In the previous assembly polls,
the CPI(ML) Liberation had won
altogether 12 seats, though one of
its MLAs, Sudama Prasad, got
elected to the Lok Sabha and the
party conceded his Tarari seat to
the BJP in the by-election.

Bhattacharya also said, “In the
days to come, discussions in the
Mahagathbandhan would centre
around giving shape to a common
agenda, and arriving at a seat-shar-
ing formula”. (PTI)

serted. “We demand that Prime
Minister Modi should talk to Pres-
ident Trump and appeal for inter-
vention in the atrocities happening
against Indians and the fear that
has gripped lakhs of Indian stu-
dents in America,” Ramesh said.

He called on Modi to appeal to
Trump for intervention on the
“mistreatment and atrocities”
being committed against Indians in
America.

Congress’ media and publicity
department head Pawan Khera
tagged a post on X carrying the
video, which was uploaded by In-
dian-American social entrepreneur
Kunal Jain. The video shows the
Indian man pinned to the ground
by Port Authority Police and being
handcuffed.

“l witnessed a young Indian stu-
dent being deported from Newark
Airport last night -? handcuffed,
crying, treated like a criminal. He
came chasing dreams, not causing
harm. As an NRI, | felt helpless
and heartbroken. This is a human

tragedy,” Jain said in his post.

Tagging Jain’s post, Khera said,
“This is too painful, too humiliat-
ing and too distressing to watch.
As a country, why should we toler-
ate this humiliation?”

“From the days where we
showed the muscle to the US dur-
ing the Devyani Khobragade issue
to now seeing our citizens being
treated like animals, do we have no
goodwill left in the world?” the
Congress leader said.

At a press conference at the
Congress’ Indira Bhawan head-
quarters here, Shrinate played the
video of the incident and said “this
is an extremely important matter
that concerns all of us”.

“What you saw in the video is an
Indian student who has gone to
America with dreams and aspira-
tions, but the reality is that he is
being treated like a hardened crim-
inal. He is being handcuffed, he is
being beaten up, and he’s being de-
ported. For what? Because he went
to America with some dreams in

18 rescued from blaze-hit container
ship brought to Mangaluru by INS
Surat, two criticial

MANGALURU, June 10: Eight-
een crew members rescued from
the blaze-hit Singapore-flagged
container ship were safely brought
to the New Mangalore Port Author-
ity (NMPA) Coast Guard berth at
Panambur by Indian Naval Ship
INS Surat.

Among the rescued, two are said
to be in critical condition, while
four sustained minor injuries and
12 others suffered varying levels of
trauma. The injured were evacu-
ated and transported to AJ Hospital
in Kuntikana here late on Monday
night. “The critically injured were
stabilised onboard INS Surat, and
shifted on arrival under close med-
ical supervision. Immediate evacu-
ation was our priority,” a Coast
Guard official told reporters.

He added that immigration, port,
and police authorities worked in
unison to ensure a seamless han-
dover and medical transfer.

Speaking to media here, Dinesh
Kadam, Plastic Surgeon at AJ Hos-
pital said, “Around 11.30 pm, six of
them were bought by the coast
guard. They were all on the ship.
They had not jumped into water as
it was reported. They were all in the
vessel and were rescued from
lifeboat by the coastguard.”

“Out of six, two are critically in-

Doctors withdraw protest
against Goa health minister
after CM intervenes

PANAJI, June 10: Doctors at the
Goa Medical College and Hospital
(GMCH) withdrew their agitation
against state Health Minister Vish-
wajit Rane following intervention
by Chief Minister Pramod Sawant
on Tuesday, officials said.

The CM went to the state-run
GMCH, located near here, in the
morning and assured the protesting
doctors that their demands will be
met. Rane had been facing a back-
lash from the medical fraternity
after he lashed out at GMCH’s
chief medical officer (CMO) Dr
Rudresh Kuttikar for allegedly
misbehaving with patients during
his surprise visit to the premier fa-
cility and ordered his suspension.

CM Sawant on Sunday tried to
control the damage by overruling
the controversial decision. On
Monday, Rane tendered an apol-
ogy through social media to the doc-
tor. The protestors, however, were
not happy with the gesture and had
demanded that Dr Kuttikar receive a
personal apology from the minister.
The minister said while he may have
erred in his communication, his in-
tent was always to ensure no pa-
tient is denied timely care and the
public health system remains re-
sponsive and compassionate.

The opposition Congress had
voiced support for the protesting
doctors, demanding Rane’s ouster.

On Tuesday, CM Sawant met
representatives of the Goa Associ-
ation of Resident Doctors
(GARD), GMCH Dean Dr Shiv-
anand Bandekar and other officials
at the state-run hospital. Emerging
from the meeting, GARD presi-
dent Dr Ayush Sharma told re-
porters that they were withdrawing
their agitation with immediate ef-
fect. He also said the GARD has
withdrawn the 24-hour deadline
given on Monday to minister Rane
to apologise to Dr Kuttikar.

The chief minister on Monday
evening held a meeting with the
GARD representatives, GMCH
dean and other representatives of
the medical fraternity at his official
residence to discuss the issue. On
Tuesday morning, Sawant went to
the GMCH and assured the
protesting doctors to fulfil their de-
mands. “All seven demands were
discussed in the meeting today. All
the demands are passed,” the CM
said. “Such an incident should not
happen in the future,” he said.
About the meeting, Sawant said
the doctors have “respected my
words” and called off their protest.

“GMCH is an apex medical col-
lege. Such a strike was not fair in
the interest of the people, the pa-
tients would have suffered. That is
why | intervened and their de-
mands were passed,” he said. (PTI)

jured. One has 40 per cent burns
and another 30 per cent. The one
who sustained 40 per cent burns is
a 47-year-old male, a Chinese na-
tional. He is an engineer. He sus-
tained burns on the face, upper and
lower limbs. They both have air-
way burns that is much more seri-
ous. Airway burns is one thing
which is likely to worsen in next
few hours or few days,” he said.

According to the doctor, both of
them also have deep burns so they
may probably require some surgi-
cal procedures later. “Right now,
they are stable. They are conscious,
they are able to speak and take
some liquids also. Their vitals are
okay but they are being intensely
monitored in the ICU.” Giving de-
tails of the condition of four others,
he said one of them is in the obser-
vation room. He has deep facial
burns but is conscious oriented and
taking food orally. “Other three are
ok. They are quite cheerful. They
don’t have much burn injuries but
they have impacts also. Some have
cut injuries, tooth loss.... There is a
leak of chemical substance also be-
cause one of them (patient) said
that he touched some liquid which
was flowing out and sustained
burns. But those are minor burns,”
he added. (PTI)

his eyes. And he is not the first In-
dian student to be treated like this,”
she said.

This has happened with multiple
students where, in some context or
the other, they are being manhan-
dled, they are being booted out,
and they are being deported out of
the US, she said.

“The backlog is increasing as far
as Visa is concerned. Admissions
are being denied. And not just that,
682 Indians were handcuffed. They
were put in military planes and
sent back to India. If anybody has
broken any law to be in your coun-
try, there is a human way to behave
with them. For countries like
China and Nepal, America sends
people in commercial flights,” she
claimed.

“And our people were stuffed
into a military aircraft, and you
should have read and heard the or-
deal. They could not defecate or
urinate for multiple hours at a
stretch, women and children alike.
And not a squeak from our govern-
ment. What is our government
doing?” Shrinate said.

Alleging that America is con-
stantly insulting India, Shrinate
said US President Donald Trump
has said not once or twice but 12
times that he ensured the ceasefire
between India and Pakistan.

“Our Prime Minister doesn’t
utter a word. He keeps saying |
threatened them with the trade
deal; the PM said nothing. He has
threatened us with tariffs, and not
a squeak from the central govern-
ment. He calls India an abuser, the
worst, and a fraud while PM Modi
is on American soil; Modi is
silent,” she said. (PTI)

‘Good results, very high
guality meetings’: Tharoor

NEW DELHI, June 10: Con-
gress MP Shashl Tharoor, who led
a multi-party delegation to the US
and four other countries to convey
India’s stand following Operation
Sindoor, on Tuesday said his delega-
tion had “good results” everywhere
with “very high-quality meetings”
and there was a complete under-
standing for the Indian position.

Tharoor, who returned after his
five-nation tour this evening, said
from the government’s perspec-
tive, the purpose of sending MPs
both demonstrates the unity of
India across political lines and at
the same time to deliver an effec-
tive message to government offi-
cials, legislators, think tanks,
opinion makers, media and the dias-
pora abroad. “All of this was very
thoroughly fulfilled,” he told re-
porters at the airport here. “I think it
was a very good visit. We were all
very pleased with the way all the five
countries we went to received us. We
thought we had good results every-
where. “We had very high-quality
meetings -- presidents, PMs, vice
presidents, very senior interlocu-
tors,” the Congress leader said.

At the same time, there was
complete understanding and sup-
port for the Indian position for why
this whole thing had been triggered
post-Pahalgam and what our reac-
tion had to be, he said. “In fact,
many of the people we spoke to
specifically expressed respect for
the restraint we have shown in our
reaction. | would say, we have
come out of this extremely well,”
Tharoor said. “We have done what
we were asked to do,” he said.

Tharoor said what he observed
during his visit to the US is that
Pakistan has no narrative left to
present. “Not only did everyone un-
derstand and accept our point of

view, but even the responses from
American lawmakers were strongly
in our favour... Pakistan’s position is
extremely weak. They claim they
haven’t done anything and that
India attacked them without provo-
cation, but no one was willing to
buy that argument,” he said.

“Then they try to portray them-
selves as victims of the same ex-
tremists. | told them, ... if you
raise a snake in your house, don’t
expect it to bite only your ene-
mies’. That’s the message | con-
veyed to everyone,” he said.

The delegation, led by Tharoor,
visited the US on the last leg of a
multi-nation tour to brief key inter-
locutors about Operation Sindoor
which India launched in retaliation
to the April 22 Pahalgam terror at-
tack which claimed 26 lives.

The delegation was one of the
seven multi-party delegations
India had tasked to visit 33 global
capitals to reach out to the interna-
tional community to emphasise
Pakistan’s links to terrorism.

The group arrived in the US cap-
ital on June 3 and over the course
of three days held a wide array of

meetings on Capitol Hill as well as
in Washington, briefing American
government officials as well as
lawmakers about India’s stance on
cross-border terrorism. The team
had earlier travelled to Guyana,
Panama, Colombia and Brazil be-
fore arriving in Washington for the
last leg of the tour. The other mem-
bers of the delegation were Sar-
faraz Ahmad (JMM), Ganti Harish
Madhur Balayogi (TDP),
Shashank Mani Tripathi (BJP),
Bhubaneswar Kalita (BJP), Milind
Deora (Shiv Sena), Tejasvi Surya
(BJP) and India’s former Ambas-
sador to the US Taranjit Sandhu.

Tensions between India and
Pakistan escalated after the Pahal-
gam terror attack, with India carry-
ing out precision strikes on terror
infrastructure in Pakistan and Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir on May 7.

The on-ground hostilities from
the Indian and Pakistan sides that
lasted for four days ended with an
understanding of stopping the mil-
itary actions following talks be-
tween the directors general of
military operations of both sides
on May 10. (PTI)

TMC helping Infiltrators settle down in Bengal, - InBahraich Adityanath slams

alleges Union minister Bhupender Yadav

KOLKATA, June 10: Union minister Bhupender "
Yadav on Tuesday accused West Bengal’s ruling CIN

Trinamool Congress of helping infiltrators from
across the border settle down in the state.

Yadav also alleged that incidents of attacks on
women have been on the rise in the state since Ma-
mata Banerjee became chief minister in 2011.

He was addressing a press conference to com-
memorate the occasion of the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment’s completion of 11 years in office.

“The state is not helping in deporting foreign na-
tionals and the TMC is helping infiltrators become
residents of this land. Incidents of crime have
reached alarming proportions because of the
hands-off approach of the state government’s pol-
icy of appeasement,” Yadav claimed.

Law and order is a state subject but the state is
not doing its bit to ensure Bangladeshi infiltrators
are not allowed to have a free run, he said adding
that laws concerned need to be enforced but that is
“not being done for political reasons”.

Responding to queries whether the election
process can be rigged in the assembly polls due to
be held next year, Yadav said “The Election Com-
mission will do everything to thwart any attempt

of malpractice by any party.”

About the alleged adverse comments made by a
section of TMC leaders regarding the name ‘Op-
, he said the precision strikes on
terror hubs across the country’s western border
were marked by the valour of our armed forces.

“The entire world has seen the might of the In-
dian army. Legislators of every political party, in-
cluding the TMC, were in the delegations sent to
various countries as part of the government’s
global outreach against terrorism emanating from

eration Sindoor’

Pakistan,” Yadav said.

places,” he said.

olence.

“Now if she (Mamata Banerjee) says she does
not like the name Operation Sindoor, that is most
regrettable. Such things should be seen over and
above politics,” the union minister said.

To a question about post-poll violence in West
Bengal after 2021 and allegations of attack on the
BJP and other opposition activists in the run-up to
the 2026 assembly elections, Yadav alleged that
apart from those incidents, the number of attacks
on common people has increased.

“Think about Murshidabad, think about Malda,
think about Sandeshkhali. It is a matter of national
shame that a government headed by a woman chief
minister has looked the other way when women
faced so much brutalities and atrocities in those

Parts of Murshidabad district witnessed violence
during the anti-Wagf (Amendment) Act protests in
April and several families fled to neighbouring
Malda district. Three people were killed in the vi-

Sandeshkhali area in South 24 Parganas district
had been on the boil in February last year with
protests over allegations of sexual abuse and land
grab against TMC leader Shajahan Sheikh, who
was arrested later, and his supporters. (PTI)

(lonfication'of Salar Masood

BAHRAICH (UP), June 10: Uttar
= Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
‘! on Tuesday opposed the glorification of
Salar Masood, revered as a warrior-saint
from 11th century, saying the punishment
given to the “foreign invader” after being
captured “guaranteed him a place in hell
according to Islam”. He was speaking on
the occasion of the inauguration of a
statue of Maharaja Suheldev and the
launching of 384 development projects
worth %1,243 crore in Bahraich.
Maharaja Suheldev, an icon of the Ra-
jbhar community, had defeated and killed
Ghaznavid general Ghazi Saiyyad Salar
Masood in a battle on the banks of the
Chittora Lake in Bahraich in 1033 AD.
“I had said on the soil of Bahraich that
glorification of foreign invaders should
be stopped and that the national heroes
must be honoured. And 1,000 years ago,
such a tale of courage and bravery was
written by Maharaja Suheldev on this
very soil of Bahraich,” he said.
Adityanath said that it was Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s instruction that na-
tional

heroes should be honoured.

“History may have done injustice to him

(Maharaja Suheldev), but this double-en-
gine government will not allow it,” he
said. Referring to the battle in Chittora,
Adityanath said, “To stop the barbaric

foreign invader who moved from Ghazni

along with his 3-lakh-strong army to loot
India, Maharaja Suheldev led the resist-
ance from Mathura to Bahraich... By the
time the invader reached (here), half of
his army had already perished.” (PTI)

‘It has democratised access to the country’s highest court, ensuring that geographical location no longer determines the quality of legal representation available to citizens’

Technology double-edged sword, must enhance
functions not replace decision making: CJI Gaval

NEW DELHI, June 10: Under-
lining technology’s “double-edged
sword” nature, Chief Justice of
India B R Gavai has said such in-
novations must enhance judicial
functions and not replace the deci-
sion making process.

Speaking at the international
symposium on “The Role of Tech-
nology to Improve Access to Jus-
tice” at the University of
Cambridge on June 9, the CJI, em-
phasised the transformative power
of technology in enhancing access
to justice in a vast, diverse, and
complex country like India.

Justice Gavai said judiciary in
India readily integrated technology
in the quest for making justice
more accessible.

“We must also acknowledge that
technology can act as a double-
edged sword, which may also lead
to unparalleled divides. A primary
concern is the digital divide, where
unequal access to internet connec-
tivity, devices, and digital literacy
can lead to the exclusion of mar-
ginalised communities who al-
ready face barriers to justice. For
technology to truly serve justice,
accessibility and inclusion must be
foundational to its design,” he said.

Justice Gavai, however, said no
revolution in the justice delivery

mechanism could be achieved
without policy interventions. “The
governance frameworks that en-
sure human oversight, algorithmic
transparency, and accountability
for technology-mediated decisions
should be developed,” he said.

The CJI continued, “The path
forward demands adherence to
fundamental principles. Technol-
ogy must enhance rather than re-
place judicial functions,
particularly reasoned decision-
making and individual case assess-
ment. We must ensure that
automated systems support rather
than supplant judicial judgment.”

He laid out a comprehensive vi-
sion for a more inclusive and re-
sponsive legal system,
underpinned by digital innovation.

“Access to justice represents the
backbone of any fair and equitable
legal system. It ensures that all in-
dividuals, regardless of their so-
cioeconomic status, geographic
location, or personal circum-
stances, can effectively participate
in and benefit from legal
processes,” he said.

He said in a country where more
than two-thirds of the population
lived in rural areas and over 121
languages were spoken as mother
tongues, ensuring equitable access

to the courts was both a constitu-
tional obligation and a moral im-
perative. He highlighted the
foresight of Constitution makers,
who enshrined mechanisms to
guarantee access to justice, includ-
ing Articles 32 and 226, which em-
power citizens to directly approach
the Supreme Court and high courts
for the protection of their rights.

“Technology has become the
bridge between the constitutional
promise of justice and the lived ex-
perience of citizens,” he said.

The CJI referred to several key
initiatives that have digitally trans-
formed the Indian judiciary, point-
ing out video-conferencing had

become a permanent fixture in
courts as it enabled lawyers from
remote areas to argue cases before
the Supreme Court without costly
and time-consuming travel.

Barriers to access to justice are
now being diluted with the help of
technology, he said.

“Video conferencing technology
has made the most impact on ac-
cessibility to the court. A lawyer
practising in rural Bihar or rural
Maharashtra can now appear be-
fore the Supreme Court without
the expense and time of travelling
to Delhi,” the CJI said.

With the use of technology, he
said, citizens could now track case

status, download court orders, and
view hearing schedules through
the Case Information System,
eliminating the need for physical
presence. “It has democratised ac-
cess to the country’s highest court,
ensuring that geographical location
no longer determines the quality of
legal representation available to
citizens. Vulnerable witnesses, par-
ticularly children, can now testify
without being physically present in
intimidating courtroom environ-
ments,” CJI Gavai added.

He also referred to the SUVAS
(Supreme Court Vidhik Anuvaad
Software) and said the Artificial
Intelligence-powered translation
tool converts legal documents into
nine regional languages, empow-
ering non-English speakers with
access to critical information.

CJI Gavai lauded the efforts of
the National Legal Services Au-
thority, which leverages technol-
ogy to extend its services to the
most vulnerable.

“These innovations are not just
conveniences; they are lifelines for
those who would otherwise be left
outside the judicial system,” he said.
He hailed the National Judicial Data
Grid (NJDG) as a game-changer in
judicial transparency and perform-
ance monitoring. (PTI)
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Meghalaya honeymoon horror

Local quide Identifies one of the suspects

who accom

SOHRA (MEGHALAYA), June
10: A local tourist guide, who
alerted police about the presence
of three men accompanying new-
lyweds Raja and Sonam Raghu-
vanshi on the day they went
missing, on Tuesday claimed that
he identified one of the suspects
after seeing some photographs.

The couple went missing on
May 23 before Raja’s highly de-
composed body with fatal head in-
juries was found on June 2 near
Weisawdong falls.

Albert Pde, the guide at
Mawlakhiat told PTI, “I could
identify one of the suspects from
the photos provided by police.”

“l am happy that the criminals
are finally behind the bars. We
stand vindicated. Those who tried
to tarnish the image of Sohra and
its people as violent have now
been exposed,” Pde added.

Pde had said he saw the couple
accompanied by the three men as
they were climbing over 3,000
steps from Nongriat to Mawlakhiat
around 10 am on May 23.

According to the guide, “The
four men, including Raja, were

Implement ceasefire
ground rules intoto'

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, June 10: The National

Highway Village Councils Forum
(NHVCF), a body comprising 13
villages, has written to the interlocu-
tor for Naga peace talks, AK Misra,
demanding strict implementation of
the ceasefire ground rules and recti-
fication of their defects.

In a memorandum to Misra dated
June 9, NHVCF convener Sebastian
Zumvu and Vika H Chisi said some
30-odd armed cadres of the NSCN
(Khango) came to Unity village
under Chumoukedima district on
May 23 and entered a private com-
pound before attempting to assassi-
nate one of their rival functionaries.

It said these cadres fired indis-
criminately, causing panic and fear
psychosis among the villagers. Sev-
eral cadres were identified from
CCTV recording and their names
have been mentioned in an FIR
lodged with the police.

The forum said following the
complaint, the Ceasefire Monitoring
Supervisory Board directed the po-
lice and Assam Rifles to raid the
residence of the mastermind of the
act, Khekato Kinimi.

However, Kinimi was not present
in the residence as he, along with
the other identified perpetrators, had
taken refuge in their designated
ceasefire monitoring office, where
the police and the security forces
could not enter because of restric-
tions contained in the ceasefire
ground rules.

The forum sought to point out
that this is not the first time identi-
fied criminals had taken refuge in
the designated ceasefire monitoring
offices of the various factions.

It demanded that the perpetrators
of the dastardly act at Unity village
be apprehended and brought to
book without any further delay.

“Provisions of the ceasefire
ground rules be strictly imple-
mented in letter and spirit so that
cadres do not roam around in uni-
form and with arms, or indulge in
extortion/illegal taxation, kidnap-
ping or abduction for ransom,” the
memo said.

NU researchers develop
policy proposals to
revive Dhansiri river

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, June 10: Researchers
from Nagaland University have de-
veloped policy proposals to revive
Dhansiri, a major river in the
Northeast, after studying its pollu-
tion status across all four seasons
of the year.

According to a varsity release on
Monday, this study concentrated
on a largely neglected river system
in the region and addresses a sig-
nificant research gap by emphasis-
ing a lesser-known, yet
ecologically and culturally signifi-
cant river.

It observed that the river is fac-
ing escalating pollution, resulting
from anthropogenic activities, in-
cluding urbanisation, discharges
from towns, agricultural runoff and
inadequate domestic waste man-
agement, which has severely dete-
riorated its water quality.

The researchers attempted to
evaluate the seasonal fluctuations
in the physicochemical parameters
of the river at three distinct loca-
tions - upstream, middle and
downstream stations - and thereby
estimate the seasonal water quality
index (WQI) rating for checking
the potability of the water fit for
human purpose.

walking ahead while the woman
was behind. The four men con-
versed in Hindi,” he said, admit-

ting that he was not
conversant in the language.

Pde had initially offered his
services to walk them to Nongriat
on May 22, but they politely re-

very

fused and hired another guide
identified as Bha Wansai, who
dropped them at Shipara homestay.

Police on Monday arrested
Sonam, a 24-year-old woman from
Indore, for allegedly orchestrating
the murder of her husband Raja
during their honeymoon in the sce-

nanied Indore couple

nic town of Sohra in Meghalaya.

Raja was killed by men al-
legedly hired by Sonam, who went
‘missing” and surfaced in UP’s
Ghazipur where she surrendered at
the Nandganj police station after
the arrest of three assailants --
Akash Rajput (19), Vishal Singh
Chauhan (22), and Raj Singh
Kushwaha (21) -- in overnight
raids.

The autopsy report of Raja
Raghuvanshi indicated that he was
hit twice with a sharp object on his
head, officials at the North Eastern
Indira Gandhi Regional Institute of
Health and Medical Sciences
(NEIGRIHMS) said.

“The autopsy report indicated
there were two sharp cuts on the
head of the deceased — one from
behind and one from the front,”
East Khasi Hills SP Vivek Syiem
told PTI, quoting the report.

He said police have also seen the
two cuts on his head too during the
inquest.

According to the officer, police
registered a murder case under
Sohra PS after the initial inquest.
(PTI)

Protests against arrest of Arambai Tenggol

IMPHAL, June 10: Manipur con-
tinued to witness protests as demon-
strators defied prohibitory orders
and clashed with security forces
across several districts of Imphal
valley demanding the unconditional
release of the arrested Arambai
Tenggol leader Kanan Singh and
four others, police said on Tuesday.

Clashes erupted in Khurai Lam-
long area of Imphal East district on
Monday night, prompting security
personnel to fire several rounds of
tear gas shells and rubber bullets to
disperse the crowd. At least one
four-wheeler  was  reportedly
torched by the protesters, police
said.

Protests, such as roadblocks and
burning of tyres, were also held in
Thoubal and Kakching districts.

Tensions also flared in Tera area
of Imphal West district on Monday
evening when unidentified miscre-
ants fired at security forces.

“At least seven rounds from
small firearms were fired in Tera
area when CRPF personnel were

eader continues, 2 policemen injured

. T

me

clearing roadblocks put up by pro-
testers. Paramilitary forces along
with state police rushed to carry out
search operations to nab the cul-
prits, but protesters foiled further in-
depth search operations,” an official
said. In Bishnupur district’s Nam-
bol, at least two police personnel
sustained minor injuries during a
confrontation with demonstrators.
“An FIR has been registered fol-
lowing an incident in Nambol after
two Manipur Police personnel were

injured during a confrontation with
protesters,” officials said.

According to authorities, the in-
juries occurred while a team led by
Bishnupur SP attempted to clear
roadblocks along Nambol road,
which led to a clash between pro-
testers and security forces.

On Tuesday morning, the streets
of Imphal witnessed normal busi-
ness activities with many rushing to
purchase essential items from road-
side vendors. (PTI)

Capital of Mizoram gets connected to the
railway network after CRS authorisation

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, June 10: A landmark moment in the
history of Mizoram’s infrastructure has been realized
with the successful commissioning and Commissioner
of Railway Safety (CRS) authorization of the newly
constructed Broad Gauge (BG) line from Hortoki to
Sairang. This milestone completes the entire 51.38 km
Bairabi-Sairang New Line Railway Project, bringing
direct rail connectivity to the state capital, Aizawl, for
the first time. The final 33.864 km stretch from Hor-
toki to Sairang was thoroughly inspected by Shri
Sumeet Singhal, Commissioner of Railway Safety
(CRS), Northeast Frontier Circle, between June 6-10.

Earlier, the Bairabi to Hortoki section had already
been commissioned. With the completion of the final
leg, Mizoram is now fully integrated into the national
railway network. This transformative achievement is
expected to significantly enhance passenger and
freight movement, stimulate socio-economic growth,
and fulfill a long-standing aspiration of the people of
Mizoram to see trains arriving in the heart of their cap-

ital.

The CRS inspection was conducted via motor trol-
ley/on foot, followed by a speed trial using an inspec-
tion special hauled by a diesel locomotive. The

Raja was found dead in a gorge near Weisawdong Falls in the district on June 2

Citizens demand installation of
more CCTV cameras in Shillong

SHILLONG, June 10: People from
various localities in Shillong have re-
quested the state government to install
more CCTV cameras in the city and its
adjoining areas to enhance the safety

Hortoki—Sairang section lies in a hilly terrain and in-

Sairang.

cludes 32 tunnels and 35 major bridges. Despite the
tough terrain, commendable work has been carried out
by the Northeast Frontier Railway. Following the in-
spection, the CRS has authorized the opening of the
BG line from Hortoki to Sairang for public carriage
of goods and passengers at a maximum permissible
speed of 90 kmph on the main line.

It is also to be mentioned that the 51.38 Km long
Bairabi — Sairang New Line Railway Project is an en-
gineering marvel of the Indian Railways. The project
consists 48 tunnels, 55 major bridges and 87 minor
bridges. The total length of tunnels in this project is
12853 meters. The height of bridge no. 196 is 104
meter which is 42 meter taller than the Qutub Minar.
The project also includes 5 Road over Bridges & 6
Road under Bridges. This new line project is divided
into four sections, i.e. Bairabi — Hortoki, Hortoki —
Kawnpui, Kawnpui — Mualkhang and Mualkhang —

This authorization marks a major milestone towards

the integration of Mizoram’s capital into the national

railway grid and demonstrates Indian Railways’ com-
mitment to developing infrastructure in remote and
strategically important regions.

and security of the citizens, Meghalaya .
Deputy Chief Minister Sniawbhalang .

Dhar said here on Tuesday.

The demand came a day after Megha-
laya Police arrested Sonam and her
aides for their role in the cold-blooded
murder of her husband Raja Raghuvan-
shi in Sohra in East Khasi Hills district,

around 60km from Shillong.

Raja and Sonam, who got married on
May 11 in Indore, came to Meghalaya
on their honeymoon. They disappeared
on May 23, hours after checking out of
a homestay at Nongriat village, 20 km

from where his body was found.

Raja was found dead in a gorge near
Weisawdong Falls in the district on June
2, ten days after the couple went miss-

ing.

quired,” he said.

crimes,” Dhar told PTI.

“The urban affairs department has re-
ceived numerous requests from many
localities for installation of close circuit
televisions (CCTVs) to ensure the
safety and security of the citizens and to
aid the police in investigation of

He said the state capital currently has
over 335 CCTVs under the Integrated
Command and Control Centre (ICCC).

According to Dhar, who is also the
Urban Affairs Minister, the government
plans to extend CCTV coverage to other

across three states.

parts of the state, including Jowai in the
eastern Jaintia Hills region and Tura in
the western Garo Hills region.

“We are currently assessing the size
and layout of these areas to determine
the number of CCTV cameras re-

Sonam Raghuvanshi, a 24-year-old
woman from Indore, allegedly orches-
trated the murder of her husband Raja
Raghuvanshi, during their honey-
moon in the scenic town of Sohra,
state DGP | Nongrang said on Mon-
day, revealing the details of the shock-
ing crime that triggered a manhunt

Raja was killed by men allegedly
hired by Sonam, who went ‘missing’
and surfaced in UP’s Ghazipur where
she surrendered at the Nandganj police
station after the arrest of three assailants
-- Akash Rajput (19), Vishal Singh
Chauhan (22), and Raj Singh Kushwaha
(21) -- in overnight raids. (PTI)
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AGARTALA, June 10: Tripura
Chief Minister Manik Saha on
Tuesday said he has urged the Cen-
tre to repair the damaged barbed
wire fencing of the state’s interna-
tional border with Bangladesh.

The northeastern state shares
856 km of border with the neigh-
bouring country and around 80 per
cent of the border has been fenced
so far while fencing in the remain-
ing portion has been stalled on dif-
ferent grounds.

Barbed wire fencing at several
patches has been damaged due to
reasons such as landslides, rains or
other natural causes and cutting off
by miscreants.

“During the NEC plenary ses-
sion here (December 2024) | have
taken up repairing of barbed wire
fencing and erection of new fenc-
ing along unfenced patches for ur-
gent attention. Several patches
have been damaged for different
reasons. Not only at the NEC ses-
sion, | have also highlighted the
issue with the central leadership on
different occasions. This is under
the Centre’s consideration. | will
bring the matter to Delhi’s notice
again,” the chief minister told PTI.

On infiltration, Saha said he had
discussed the matter with the Bor-
der Security Forces (BSF) and
other security agencies to intensify
vigil along the border to foil any
infiltration attempt from across the

Drugs worth over
<55 crore seized
In Manipur’s
Churachandpur

IMPHAL, June 10: A joint team of Direc-
torate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), Cus-
toms, Assam Rifles and Manipur Police
have seized drugs and cash worth ¥ 55.52
crore during an operation in Churachandpur
district, a government statement said.

“A special operation codenamed ‘Opera-
tion White Veil’ was carried out in the bor-
dering areas of Churachandpur district of
Manipur on June 5-7 by a joint team of
DRI, Customs, Assam Rifles and Manipur

Police,” it said on Monday.

In the early hours of June 6, two suspects
in a vehicle at Behiang village bordering
Myanmar were discreetly pursued, leading
to a residential house at Thadou Veng in
Singngat sub-division. On searching the
house, 219 soap cases containing heroin and
eight packages and 8 small tin cans contain-
ing opium were recovered along with two
walkie-talkies and cash amounting to
¥ 7,58,050. While one person was appre-
hended from the house, two other persons,
who escaped, were intercepted at Bualkot

check gate, the statement said.

In a quick follow-up action, the residen-
tial house of one of the accused persons lo-
cated at Behiang village was searched and
two packages containing opium and cash
amounting to ¥ 28,05,000 were seized.

“The joint team seized 7,755.75 grams of
heroin worth % 54.29 crore and 6,736 grams
of opium worth % 87.57 lakh in the interna-
tional grey drug market, along with cash of
¥ 35.63 lakh,” it said, adding two walkie-
talkies and a vehicle were also seized and
five persons arrested under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act,

1985.

Acting on further inputs received during
the operation, two persons carrying impro-
intercepted at
Zoukhonuam village near BP 46 on June 7.
A search of the manpacks resulted in the re-
covery of 440 soap cases containing heroin,

vised manpacks were

it said.

Preliminary investigation indicates that | ||No,
the seized contraband drugs were smuggled | [;
into the bordering areas of Churachandpur | |3
district from Myanmar through the porous
forested Indo-Myanmar border. (PTI)
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border.

Claiming that infiltration has not
increased at the pace it was antici-
pated in the northeastern state, he
said the agencies are taking what-
ever steps are needed to take for
deportation of illegal immigrants.

Earlier, the chief minister un-
veiled the ‘Seva, Sushan, Garib
Kalyan of 11 Saal’ of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi at the party
state headquarters here. It high-
lights the success of 11 years of
Narendra Modi as the Prime Min-
ister from serving the poor to na-
tional security to emerging
€conomic power.

BJP state president Rajib Bhat-
tacharjee and BJP general secre-
tary Bipin Debbarma were present
at the function. (PTI)

Sikkim landslide: Two
more bodies recovered

GANGTOK, June 10: Two more
bodies were recovered on Tuesday
from the site of the landslide at
Chaten in North Sikkim, a police
officer said.

“Two more bodies - a male and
a female - have been recovered
from the site of landslide on June
1,” Mangan, Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP), Sonam Detchu Bhutia
said. The SP said that the bodies
were yet to be identified.

Following the recovery of the
two bodies, three of six missing
persons in the landslide on the
army camp in Chaten have been re-
covered, Bhutia said.

The rescuers on Monday had re-
covered the body of an Army man
Sainudheen PK.

The search operation is under-
way to find out if there are more
missing persons despite challeng-
ing terrain and adverse weather
conditions, the SP said.

The search and rescue operation
is being led by the Army in coordi-
nation with local authorities and
disaster response teams.

Apart from the missing persons,
three army personnel had lost their
lives and four others were injured
in the landslide.

North Sikkim has been hit by
multiple landslides triggered by
heavy rain, disrupting road and
telecommunication connectivity.

Around 2,000 tourists had also
been stranded in north Sikkim’s
Lachen, Lachung and Chungthang
towns due to inclement weather
conditions for days before being
evacuated by road and air in rescue
operations earlier this week. (PTI)

FORMAT TO PUBLISH IN THE LOK ADALAT

10.00 AM TO 3.00 PM.

DISTRICT LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY, DIMA
HASAO IS ORGANISING NATIONAL LOK ADALAT ON 14-06-
2025 FOR AMICABLE SETTLEMENT OF ALL TYPES OF CIVIL
CASES, CRIMINAL COMPOUNDABLE CASES, MV ACT
CASES, MACT CASES, PRE-LITIGATION CASES SUCH AS
BANKS, APDCL, BSNL ETC AT JATINGA COURT COMPLEX
AND ADDITIONAL COURT BUILDING, HAFLONG FROM

DIPR /D/HLT/32/11-Jun-25

Sd/-
Secretary, DLSA,
Dima Hasao, Haflong

E-AUCTION FOR CAMP OFFICE AT SOUTH BANK OF
BRAHMAPUTRA, BOGIBEEL, DIBRUGARH

E-Auction for camp office at south bank of Brahmaputra, Bogibeel,
Dibrugarh. Rate Unit: Annual Licensing Fee. Trips/Days: 1096.

Auction Catalogue No. TSKCampOffice01

Ted | LotNoJcategory Description
MSS-TSK-DMGN- Camp office at South Bank

AA/1 | STGen-2-25-1 (Misc-Static- | of Brahmaputra, Bogibeel,
Services- Static general) Dibrugarh

Auction Start Date & Time: 11.00 hrs. of 23-06-2025. Auction Close Date
& Time: 11.30 hrs. of 23-06-2025. Prospective bidders are requested to
visit E-Auction Leasing Module on IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in

Divisional Commercial Manager (IC), Tinsukia

Serving Customers With A Smile

We understand your world

. HDFC BANK

Retail Portfolio Management at HDFC Bank Ltd, 1st Floor, I-Think Techno Campus,
Kanjurmarg (East),Mumbai — 400042.
OF SECURITIES PLEDGED TO HDFC BANK LTD.

The below mentioned Borrowers of HDFC Bank Ltd. (the “Bank”) are hereby notified
regarding the sale of securities pledged to the Bank, for availing credit facilities in the
nature of Loan/Overdraft Against Securities.

Due to persistent default by the Borrowers in making repayment of the outstanding dues as
per agreed loan terms, the below loan accounts are in delinquent status. The Bank has
issued multiple notices to these Borrowers, including the final sale notice on the below-
mentioned date whereby, Bank had invoked the pledge and provided 7 days’ time to the
Borrower to repay the entire outstanding dues in the below accounts, failing which, Bank
would be atliberty to sell the pledged securities without issuing further notice in this regard.
The Borrowers have neglected and failed to make due repayments, therefore, Bank in
exercise of its rights under the loan agreement as a pledgee has decided to sell / dispose
offthe Securities on or after 18" June 2025 for recovering the dues owed by the Borrowers
to the Bank. The Borrowers are, also, notified that, if at any time, the value of the pledged
securities falls further due to volatility in the stock market to create further deficiency in the
margin requirement then Bank shall at its discretion sell the pledged security within one (1)
calendar day, without any further notice in this regard. The Borrower(s) shall remain liable
to the Bank for repayment of any remaining outstanding amount, post adjustment of the
proceeds from sale of pledged securities.

Registered Office: HDFC Bank House,
Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (West),
Mumbai - 400 013 and having one of its office as

Loan Outstandin
Sr. Account Borrower’s Name Amount as gn ?atﬁ °.f
Number 08" June 2025 | Sale Notice
XXXX3793 RHEMBOR G SAIBON 9,96,593.78 | 09-06-2025
XXXX6934 JAMES K SANGMA 45,03,265.82 | 09-06-2025
Date :11 June 2025 Sd/-
Place : MEGHALAYA HDFC BANK LTD.

E-AUCTION FOR 08 NOS CATERING STALL ASSETS OVER
LUMDING DIVISION
E-Auction is invited for 08 Nos. Catering Stall (General Minor Unit & Special Minor Unit) Assets Over

Lumding Division. Auction Catalogue No.: CATER-LMG-03-25; Rate Unit: Annual Licensing Fee.
Auction Start Date & Time (All Lots) : At 10:30 hrs. on 20-06-2025. Days: 1826.

|Seq No.

Lot No./Category

Description

AAI

Catg-LMG-BHRB-GMU-119-23-1
(Catering - General Minor Unit)

Provision of catering service on General Minor Unit tea stall No.
BHRBTS-1 at platform-1 of Bhairabi Railway station.

AAI2

Catg-LMG-UDPU-GMU-154-25-1
(Catering - General Minor Unit)

Provision of catering service on General Minor Unit (GMU) tea
stall No. UDPUTS-1 at Platform-1 of Udaipur Railway station
for a period of § (Five) years only. Sketch plan uploaded,

AAI3

Catg-LMG-JRNA-GMU-58-23-1
(Catering - General Minor Unit)

Provision of catering service on General Minor Unit (GMU) tea
stall No. JRNATS-1 at platform-1 of Jirania Railway station.

AAI4

Catg-LMG-BXP-GMU-103-23-1
(Catering - General Minor Unit)

Provision of catering service on General Minor Unit (GMU) tea
stall No. BXPTS-3 at Platform-1 of Barpathar Railway station.

(Catering - Special Minor Unit)

AB/1 |Catg-LMG-MBG-SMU-32-23-1 Provision of catering services on Special Minor Units (SMU),
(Catering - Special Minor Unit) Tea Stall (MBGTS-1), of Maibang Railway Station at PF-1.

AB/2 |Catg-LMG-KTX-SMU-155-25-1 | Provision of Catering stall (KTXTS-1) at PF-1 of Katakhal Railway
(Catering - Special Minor Unit) station for a period of 5 (FIVE) years only. Sketch plan uploaded.

AB/3 |Catg-LMG-JMK-SMU-131-23-1 | Provision of catering service (SMU tea stall No. JMKTS-1) at
(Catering - Special Minor Unit) | PF-1 of Jamunamukh Railway Station.

AB/4 |Catg-LMG-LKA-SMU-48-23-1 Provision of catering service on Special Minor Unit (SMU) tea

stall No. LKATS-3 at platform-1 of Lanka Railway station.

Closing date & time :

At 12:10 hrs. on 20-06-2025. Initial Cooling off period is 30 minutes.
Successive lots closing interval 10 minutes. Lot wise closing time can be viewed in e-Auction module
of IREPS. Note : Prospective bidder are requested to visit e-Auction leasing module on IREPS
website www.ireps.gov.in for more details.
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ENRIQUE IGLESIAS TO

PERFORM IN INDIA

gap of 13 years.

The Spanish singer-songwriter will hold a concert on October 30 at MMRDA
Grounds in Mumbai's Bandra Kurla Complex. The event is produced and pro-
moted by EVA Live in partnership with BEW Live, a press release stated.

"lglesias, celebrated as one of Spain's most prolific musical icons, is expected
to deliver an unprecedented nostalgic showcase embracing a career-spanning
setlist encompassing both his iconic standards and contemporary chart-toppers
from his illustrious three-decade plus career.

"lglesias' unparalleled versatility will be on full display as his magnetic stage
presence, coupled with his signature bend of pop will ignite the city, enhanced
by world-class production and state-of-the-art visuals that promises to be an un-
forgettable, immersive and nostalgic experience for all in attendance," it added.

The 50-year-old singer previously visited India in 2012 for a tour, where he
covered three cities -- Delhi, Pune and Bangalore.

Deepak Chaudhary, founder and managing director, EVA Live, said bringing -,
the singer back to India is a "historic moment".

"The anticipation among fans has been palpable, and we are overjoyed to facil-
itate this reunion. With a resurgence of interest in iconic international acts, Igle-
sias epitomizes a timeless allure that bridges generations, and this tour reaffirms
our dedication to delivering world-class entertainment while elevating India's
stature on the global touring stage,” he added.

In the last one year, the country has witnessed many concerts by international
artists like Guns N' Roses, Coldplay, Bryan Adams, Maroon 5, Akon, Alan

Walker, Glass Animals and Dua Lipa.

General ticket sales will begin on June 27 after a two-phase pre-sale. (PTI)

, is set to perform in India after a

4
=

AFTER 13 YEAR,%»?
CONCERT TO
HELD IN MUMB

IN OCTOBER

NEW DELHI, June 10: Enrique Iglesias, the hitmaker of globally popular
songs like "Rhythm Divine" and "Bailamos"

Chinese actor Sunny
Pang joins cast of
‘Lakadbaggha 2 - The
Monkey Business’

NEW DELHI, June 10: Martial artist and
actor Sunny Pang, who recently featured
alongside Tom Hardy in action-thriller movie
"Havoc", is set to make his Indian film debut
with "Lakadbaggha 2 - The Monkey Busi-
ness".

The upcoming film is a sequel to actor An-
shuman Jha's 2023 film "Lakadbaggha". Jha
is returning for the second part, which will
also feature Riddhi Dogra and Eksha
Kerung. It is directed by Sanjay Shetty.

Pang, who was born in Singapore, said the
level of "respect and passion" he experienced
while working on the film has been incredi-
ble. "This is my first time working on an In-
dian film, and the level of respect and
passion I've experienced here has been in-
credible. 'Lakadbaggha 2' isn't just another
action film; it's a story with soul, a fight with
purpose. At its core, it champions animal
rights, and that mission gives every punch,
every kick, a deeper meaning," he said in a
statement.

"It isn't easy making a raw, real, grounded,
martial arts film. But Anshuman leads this

franchise with heart, and the entire team's
dedication is next-level. Our training in
Bangkok to shoot in Indonesia - it's been an
intense, unforgettable journey for me. And
I'm truly honoured to contribute to this ani-
mal lover vigilante universe. One thing's for
sure - we're holding nothing back," he added.

Jha, also known for movies such as "Love
Sex Aur Dhokha" and "X: Past Is Present",
said he loved Pang's work in the 2016 movie
"Headshot".

“It was a dream to work with him, let
alone match him in a fight. Sunny Pang
brings with him a legacy of real, visceral ac-
tion. Having him in ‘Lakadbaggha 2' is not
just a casting win, it's a statement. This se-
quel is going to be bigger, bolder, and more
brutal in the best way possible for the world
of Indian action films,” he added.

The first film in the franchise was an ac-
tion vigilante film revolving around Arjun
(Jha), a martial arts master who moonlights
as a saviour of animals.

“Lakadbaggha 2" is currently in produc-
tion. (PTI)

Vishal Furia and
Abundantia
Entertainment

team up

for

horror content

venture

A,

NEW DELHI, June 10: Pro-
duction banner Abundantia En-
tertainment and filmmaker
Vishal Furia, who collaborated
on "Chhorii" franchise, are set
to reunite once again for their
horror content venture, Psych.
The aim of "Psych" is to cre-
ate high-quality, engaging nar-
ratives that go beyond jump
scares and into exploring psy-
chological, supernatural, and
culturally rooted horror, ac-
cording to a press release.
Vikram Malhotra, founder
and CEO of Abundantia Enter-
tainment, said, “This collabora-
tion is not just about creating
scary films together-it's about
creating a compelling universe
of horror that connects with
today's evolving audience.
"Vishal's command over the
genre and his distinct story-
telling voice have already
made the 'Chhorii' franchise
one of the country's disruptive
entertainment success stories,
Vishal is the perfect creative

‘Psych’

partner as we scale Psych into
a powerhouse destination for
horror.”

Furia called the project a
"shared ambition to shape a
new wave of horror content in
India". "Our journey with the
‘Chhorii' franchise has been
thrilling and enriching, and this
collaboration is the next step in
our shared ambition to shape a
new wave of horror content in
India. I'm excited to continue
this creative partnership with
Vikram Malhotra and Abun-
dantia Entertainment and build
stories that stay with the audi-
ence long after the credits roll,"
he said in a statement.

"Chhorri" is a horror drama
featuring Nushrratt Bharuccha
in the lead role. It released on
Amazon Prime Video in 2021.
The sequel to the film came out
in April.

Directed by Furia, both the
films were produced under
Abundantia Entertainment.
(PTI)

Vivek Ranjan
Agnihotri
renames new
fllm “The Delhi

Files’ to

‘The

Bengal Files’

'KUBERAA' TAKES ME BACK TO

MY CHILDHOOD: DHANUSH

MUMBALI, June 10: South star
Dhanush on Tuesday said his upcom-
ing film “Kuberaa” holds a special
place in his heart as it reminded him of
his “humble beginnings”.

The film, dubbed as a pan-India cin-
ematic spectacle, is helmed by director
Sekhar Kammula of “Dollar Dreams”,
“Anand” and “Happy Days” fame.

At the launch event of the film's
third song "Pippi Pippi Dum Dum
Dum", Dhanush, who essays the role
of a beggar, recalled how the team
shot a scene at a dumpyard for hours.

“To see another part of the world, a
sight which you're not exposed to...
You're always in your comfort zone,
like you do only what's convenient,
you're protected. | come from very
humble rooted beginnings.”

"Today, I'm here by God's grace. I've
seen that, and to go back there to see
that world again, it was very enlight-
ening and nostalgic. I'm very thankful
to this film for so many reasons, but it
takes me back to my childhood as well
as one of them,” the actor said.

To play the character authentically,
Dhanush said he relied solely on his
director's vision for the project.

“I didn't do anything... Sekhar sir is
brilliant, he taught me the nuances --
what to do and how to do things. It's a
very different film and character from

what I've played before. So | enjoyed
the challenge,” the actor said.

“I did this film only because of him
(the director). He narrated to me for
just 20 minutes. | loved his energy,
positivity, his approach, and honesty
towards making films. Even as a
human being, he is a great person,” he
added.

"Kuberaa" also features Telugu star
Nagarjuna, Rashmika Mandanna, Jim
Sarab and Dalip Tahil in pivotal roles.

Nagarjuna expressed gratitude to the
audiences, especially in the Hindi-
speaking belt of India, for showering
love on his films over the years.

“Right from the beginning of my ca-
reer, starting from 'Shiva' or 'Khuda
Gawah', ‘Criminal’ and 'Zakhm' and
'‘Angaarey’, all of my dub films have
been accepted so well in the North. So,
I'm so, so deeply appreciative, grateful
to all of you,” the 65-year-old actor,
who was last seen in Ranbir Kapoor’s
“Brahmastra”, said.

"Kuberaa" came to the actor when
he was wondering about what his proj-
ect should be, Nagarjuna added.

“This film is very special to me... |
can't keep doing the same roles over
and over again. | have been wanting to
work with Sekhar Kammula for the
last 15 years. When he came to me and
said, "Would you like to do this role?" |

didn't even ask much what he was
going to offer me.

"l said yes because | know I've seen
his earlier films. He's a brilliant film-
maker, so real, his sensibilities are so
true. Like Dhanush said, his heart is so
pure, and that comes across to the
screen, to his script. So that is one of
the reasons | always wanted to be in
his films.” The actor also heaped
praises on his co-stars, including Man-
danna, Tahil and Sarbh, who is making
his debut in South-language films.

Mandanna said she was looking for-
ward to working with Dhanush and

Nagarjuna, calling them both “effort-
less” artists. With Nagarjuna, she ear-
lier worked on 2018's Telugu hit
"Devadas".

“This is the second time I've had the
opportunity to work with Nag sir. I’m
so fascinated with how effortless he
is... I was happy when he compli-
mented me after watching the film.

"Dhanush sir does everything under
the sun in the most effortless way, and
he will be the Kuberaa of everything
he does. And he will make all of us
want to work 10 to 100 times extra and
be at least 10 per cent as good as
him,”** the actor said.

The film also features Jim Sarbh,
who is making his debut in South In-
dian films.

The film also features Jim Sarbh,
who is making his debut in South In-
dian films.

“I love being in a South film, espe-
cially with Sekhar at the helm and
such incredible producers and a
stacked cast. What more can you ask
for your first South film? It's going to
be dubbed in Tamil, Telugu, and
Hindi, it's going to have a pan Indian
release. This is more or less the future
of Indian cinema,” the actor, known
for his work in films like “Neerja”,
“Padmaavat”, and OTT series, “Made
in Heaven”, said. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, June 10:
Filmmaker Vivek Ranjan Agni-
hotri on Tuesday announced
that his upcoming film "The
Delhi Files: The Bengal Chap-
ter" has a new title -- "The
Bengal Files".

Starring Mithun
Chakraborty, Anupam Kher
and Pallavi Joshi, the film is
set to have a worldwide release
on September 5.

Agnihotri shared the an-
nouncement on his social
media pages along with an offi-
cial poster of the new film.

"Big announcement. 'The

Delhi Files' is now '"The Ben-
gal Files'. Teaser coming this
Thursday, 12 June 2025... In
cinemas on 05 September
2025," he wrote in the caption.

"The Bengal Files" delves
into the communal violence in
undivided Bengal during the
1940s. The upcoming film is
the third instalment of a tril-
ogy, which also includes Agni-
hotri's "The Tashkent Files"
(2019) and "The Kashmir
Files" (2022).

"The Bengal Files" is jointly
produced by Abhishek Agarwal
and Pallavi Joshi. (PTI)
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India look to snap hack-to-back losses In

clash against Arge

AMSTELVEEN (THE
NETHERLANDS), June 10:
Smarting from back-to-back de-
feats, the Indian men's hockey
team will look to improve its
penalty corner conversions and
address the recurring issue of
conceding late goals as it aims to
bounce back against Argentina in
the FIH Pro League here on
Wednesday. It has been a disap-
pointing start to the European leg
for India, as they suffered 1-2 and
2-3 defeats against the Nether-
lands in the two matches played
in Amstelveen. On both occa-
sions, India conceded late goals,
allowing the matches to slip away
from their hands. Another area of
concern has been the penalty cor-
ner conversion. India were guilty
of squandering several opportuni-
ties, managing to convert just one
out of the nine penalty corners
earned during Monday's match.

With six matches still to be
played in the competition, India
currently occupies fourth in the
standings with 15 points.

With a spot in next year's
World Cup at stake, the Indian
team will be determined to put up
strong performances in the re-
maining fixtures.

The team is now preparing for
its next challenge against Ar-
gentina here. “We are aware of
the task at hand in the matches
against Argentina. The team is
working hard every day in train-

Borussia Dortmund
5lgns Jobe Bellingham
Real Madrid sar
JUde's younger brother

DORTMUND (GERMANY),
June 10: The Bellingham name is
back at Borussia Dortmund.

Jobe Bellingham signed a five-
year-deal on Tuesday with the
German club where his older
brother developed into one of the
world's best midfielders before
joining Real Madrid in 2023.

The younger Bellingham, 19,
leaves Sunderland just over two
weeks after helping it to win pro-
motion back to the Premier
League through the playoff final.
He reportedly turned down an
offer from Eintracht Frankfurt.

“Jobe is an extremely talented
footballer with an impressive
level of maturity and intelligence
on the pitch for someone so
young,” Dortmund managing di-
rector for sport Lars Ricken said.
“We have no doubt that he's the
perfect fit for our philosophy of
developing talented youngsters
and giving them the opportunity
to improve and establish them-
selves at the highest level.”

Dortmund is evidently hoping
Bellingham can have the same
impact at the club as his brother,
who almost led the club to a Bun-
desliga title in 2023. Dortmund
failed in the final game with Jude
Bellingham watching from the
sideline as he couldn't play.

“We've known Jobe for several
years, and of course we have fol-
lowed his progress very closely,"
Dortmund sporting director Se-
bastian Kehl said. "He has taken
another huge step forward in his
development over the last year,
and even at the age of 19 he has
become a real leader.”

Just like Jude, Jobe Bellingham
is a central midfielder who likes
to get forward and support at-
tacks.

Jobe has followed in his
brother's footsteps by coming
through the Birmingham City
academy and making his senior
debut at the age of 16 in 2022.
He's also played for England
Under-21s.

There are a couple of differ-
ences between the Bellinghams,
too. Jobe is two years older than
Jude was when he signed for
Dortmund in 2020, and he also
has experience of playing a cen-
ter-forward role in a handful of
games for Sunderland.

His performances for Sunder-
land in the second-division
Championship this season saw
Bellingham named the league's
young player of the year in April
and named in its team of the sea-
son. Bellingham joins a Dort-
mund team which narrowly
secured Champions League qual-
ification for next season by rising
to fourth place on the final day of
the Bundesliga.

Bellingham is eligible for Dort-
mund's opening group-stage
games this month at the Club
World Cup in the United States.
He will wear No. 77 at the tour-
nament, Dortmund said. (AP)

-
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ing, and we are confident of
doing well. Argentina is a strong
team, and at this level, no match
is easy,” captain Harmanpreet
Singh said. The two teams have
faced each other frequently in re-
cent years, and India hold a
favourable head-to-head record
against Argentina.

At the Paris Olympics, the two

sides played out an entertaining
draw. However, in the Pro League
2023/24, India defeated Ar-
gentina twice -- the second win
coming via a shootout.

"We are prepared for whatever
comes our way. We've prepared
well for this tournament and tried
various combinations and strate-
gies in the lead-up. We are confi-

ntina In Pro League hockey
el -

dent of putting on a strong per-
formance against Argentina,”

Harmanpreet said. India  have
never lost a regulation-time
match to Argentina in the Pro
League. The only defeat came in
a shootout in 2022 in
Bhubaneswar. "The team has a
good track record against Ar-
gentina, but we're not taking any-

thing for granted. Those results
are in the past — we need to per-
form in the present to stay on
course for World Cup qualifica-
tion," the Indian captain said.
"The team has been training
well, and the coaching staff has
been giving us a lot of encourage-
ment. I'm confident we'll deliver
strong performances.” (PTI)

ELAVENIL WINS BRONZE AFTER
LOOKING GOOD FOR GOLD

MUNICH, June 10: Indian
shooting ace Elavenil Valarivan
settled for the bronze medal
after leading for a good part of
the women's 10m air rifle final
on the first competition day of
the ISSF World Cup here on
Tuesday.

The 25-year-old shot 231.2 to
finish third on the podium be-
hind Chinese 18-year-old sensa-
tion Wang Zifei, who won gold
with 252.7, and Korea's silver
medallist Kwon Eunji (252.6).

The two-time Indian
Olympian was just 0.3 behind
Korean Olympic champion

Kwon Eunji after the first five
standing shots. She shot another
10.8 to moved into the top spot
ahead of Zifei.

Elavenil was leading the
pecking order after 12 shots
with 127.2 with Wang in close
second. A couple of 10.1 was
followed by a 10.7, bringing her

slipped out of top three.

The Indian, who finished
fourth in the World Cup here in
2018, maintained her lead with
a 10.7. However, disastrous
struck as she shot 9.8 to slip to

third. Earlier in the day, Elave-
nil was second in the qualifica-
tions with a total score of 635.9

across six series, finishing
ahead of Norway's Jeanette
Hegg Duestad (635.7) and be-
hind 18-year-old Chinese sensa-

tion Wang Zifei (637.9).

Zifei's score was a world
record in the qualifications.

Eunji was fourth in qualifica-
tions with 635.6, while Turkey's
Elif Berfin Altun (634.6) was in
fifth position.

Chinese World and Asian
Championship gold medallist
Han Jiayu qualified for the final
in sixth position after shooting
634.2.

India’'s national champion
Ananya Naidu was placed 15th
with a total of 632.4, while
Ramita Jindal, shooting for
ranking points only (RPO),
ended 13th with 632.6.

The other Indians in the
event, Meghana Sajjanar (RPO)
and Arya Borse ended 25th and
60th respectively.

Elavenil started with a high
10.7 and set the tone in the final,
before coming up with a 10.8 in
her next shot. (PTI)

Ranieri rejects offer to coach Italy on a
quest to get back to the World Cup

ROME, June 10: Claudio Ranieri
did not even want to try where
Roberto Mancini and Gian Piero
Ventura failed - to take four-time
champion Italy back to the World
Cup. One of the most beloved
coaches in Italian soccer, Ranieri
said on Tuesday he declined to lead
Italy's already troubled bid to qual-
ify for its first World Cup since
2014. “I thank President (Gabriele)
Gravina for the opportunity,”
Ranieri told Italian agency ANSA
on Tuesday about the offer to
coach the Azzurri from the national
soccer federation leader.

The job is vacant just five days
after Italy began its qualifying
campaign with a woeful 3-0 loss at
group leader Norway.

Luciano Spalletti paid for that
defeat with his job but was allowed
to stay on for a 2-0 win late Mon-

day over minnow Moldova.

The 73-year-old Ranieri seemed
available after more impressive
work coaching Roma - reviving the
club since being hired midseason -
by taking a front-office advisory
role for Texas-based owners the
Friedkin family.

“The Friedkins gave me their
full support and support for any de-
cision | made about the national
team, but the decision is only
mine,” Ranieri told ANSA.

Ranieri's farewell from Roma
fans was an emotional salute for a
second straight season, having pre-
viously restored the fortunes of
Cagliari, who he then guided to
stay in Serie A.

Describing the Italy offer as “a
great honour,” Ranieri said on
Tuesday he “reflected and decided

to remain at Roma's disposal” with
total commitment.

Ranieri's four-decade career in
coaching includes just four games
as a national coach. His spell at
Greece in 2014 lasted just a few
months and was a rare failure.

His next job lifted his reputation
even higher: Taking Leicester to an
astonishing  English ~ Premier
League title in 2016 with a team
widely predicted to struggle
against relegation.

By the time Ranieri was fired by
Leicester in 2017, Italy had begun
a 2018 World Cup qualifying cam-
paign under Ventura that would
end in a playoffs elimination by
Sweden. Italy had earlier been run-
ner-up to Spain in a qualifying
group. Back-to-back failures to
qualify were sealed in March 2022,

coached by Mancini. Then-Euro-
pean champion Italy had been
group runner-up behind Switzer-
land then was stunningly beaten at
home by North Macedonia in a
playoffs semifinal.

Italy has less than three months
to find a coach before hosting Es-
tonia on Sept. 5 in five-team
Group I. Norway has won four
straight games, with Erling Haa-
land scoring in each. Italy is nine
points behind in third place two
games extra to play. Israel is cur-
rently second.

Italy hosts Norway in the final
round on Nov. 16. Only the group
winner advances direct to the 2026
tournament co-hosted by the
United States, Canada and Mexico.
The runner-up enters playoff
brackets next March. (AP)

Juventus keeps faith in Tudor as coach and
PSG’s Kolo Muani staying for Club WC

TURIN (ITALY), June 10: Ju-
ventus coach Igor Tudor is to stay
in charge next season and French
forward Randal Kolo Muani will
play at the Club World Cup, the
club's new general manager
Damien Comolli said on Tuesday.

Comolli, who took over at Ju-
ventus only this month, said talks
with Tudor reached a positive
conclusion after the Croatian
coach previously voiced his dis-
pleasure with his status.

Tudor guided Juventus to
fourth place and the final Cham-
pions League spot after five wins
in nine games in Serie A, but he
was clearly unhappy with reports
suggesting he would remain in
charge only for the Club World
Cup. “Tudor will be our coach for
the next season and not only for

the Club World Cup,” said Co-
molli in his first press conference
on Tuesday.

Comolli, who is French, said he
was very impressed by the inten-
sity of Tudor's team when he first
saw him in charge of Marseille in
the 2022-23 season. Tudor, who
played for Juventus from 1998-
2007 also coached Udinese, Hel-
las Verona, and Lazio before
taking over at Juventus from the
unpopular Thiago Motta in
March. “What impressed me most
was the resilience of his team, the
physical and mental endurance of
those players,” Comolli said of
Tudor.

Comolli said he reached an
agreement for Kolo Muani's loan
from Paris Saint-Germain to be
extended for the Club World Cup

while negotiations continue to ex-
tend the loan beyond the month-
long competition starting in
Miami on Saturday.

Comolli said Kolo Muani, who
scored eight goals in 18 games
after joining Juventus in January,
“expressed his desire to continue
his adventure in black and white.”

Comolli was appointed on June
1, when Juventus also announced
former club favourite Giorgio
Chiellini was returning for a man-
agement position.

“He will have a strategic role.
It will not only be a role focused
on the field. He will also act out-
side,” Comolli said of Chiellini.
“He will be a key figure in the
commercial field as well.”

Comolli also said the club was
looking for a new sporting direc-

tor to take over from Cristiano
Giuntoli and a new technical di-
rector.

“We want to take the time to
choose the right people for these
two key positions,” Comolli said.
“Having two distinct figures be-
comes very important because
modern football is becoming in-
creasingly global and the de-
mands are increasing.”

The 53-year-old Comolli has a
wealth of experience after stints
at Monaco, Arsenal, Saint-Eti-
enne, Tottenham Hotspur, Liver-
pool, Fenerbahce, and Toulouse.

Juventus begins its Club World
Cup against Al Ain of the United
Arab Emirates, then faces Moroc-
can team Wydad Casablanca and
Manchester City in Group G.
(AP)

Nagal’s ranking nosedives to
233, Bopanna out of top-50
for first time in 15 years

NEW DELHI, June 10: A string
of early exits on the ATP circuit
has taken a toll on Sumit Nagal's
singles ranking as he is now
placed 233rd, his lowest in almost
two years after a massive loss of
63 places while 45-year-old
Rohan Bopanna, who is still play-
ing solid tennis, lost his place in
the top-50 for the first time in 15
years.

The last time the 27-year-old
Nagal was ranked outside the top-
200 was in July 2023 when he was
placed 231. Since then, he made a
steady progress on the Tour, and
climbed to a career-best 68 in July
2024. However, he has struggled
to win since the start of the season.
He was placed inside the top-100
in January this year but in the last
five months has lost 142 places on
the ranking ladder.

On the back of his top-100 rank,
he competed in five straight Grand
Slam main draws from 2024 Aus-
tralian Open but could not qualify

for the recently-concluded French
Open in Paris.

The gulf between number one
and two players is also huge as the
next best is Sasikumar Mukund at
number 430 followed by Karan
Singh, Aryan Shah and Dev Javia.

In doubles, Yuki Bhambri is
now the country's No.1 player at
number 35 with a jump of six
places, while veteran Bopanna has
dropped out of the top-50 in 15
years. The 45-year-old is now
placed 53 after losing 20 places
following his French Open cam-
paign.

On June 21, 2015, Bopanna was
ranked 52nd. Last year in January,
he became the oldest world num-
ber one in the doubles format. He
is still playing solid tennis, with
his booming serve still considered
one of the best on the Tour.

N Sriram Balaji, Rithvik Bol-
lipalli and Vijay Sundar
Prashanth complete India's top-
100 line-up. (PTI)

Ace Indian race walker
Priyanka Goswami
notches first win of season

NEW DELHI, June 10: Ace
Indian race walker Priyanka
Goswami notched her first win
of the season, taking the top spot
in the women’s 10km event at
the Austrian Race Walking
Championships in Innsbruck.
Goswami clocked 47 minute
and 54 second to win the 10km
race walk on Monday. Her pet
event is, though, 20km race
walk in which she holds the na-
tional record holder of 1:28:45.
She has a personal best of 45
minute 47 seconds in the 10km
event which she had clocked in
2022. “I finished even after a

one minute penalty... it was not
easy to finish (to win gold) after
the penalty and fever,” the 29-
year-old Goswami wrote on her
social media handles.

Goswami also competes in
longer distance events.

She had finished second in the
Athletics Victoria Walking
Championships in Melbourne in
May with a time of 2 hour, 26
minute and 54 seconds.

In the men’s 35km race walk
event in Innsbruck, Sandeep
Kumar finished second, clock-
ing 2:38:45 while Ram Baboo
was third with 2:41:47. (PTI)

Canadian sensation
Summer MclIntosh sets two
world records in three days

VICTORIA (CANADA), June
10: Canadian teen Summer
Mclntosh set her second world
record in three days at the Cana-
dian swimming trials.

Mclntosh swam the 200-
meter individual medley in 2
minutes 5.7 seconds, breaking
the previous record of 2:06.12
set by Hungary great Katinka
Hosszu in 2015.

“I've been knocking on the
door on this one. I've just tried
to chip away, chip away at it. To
finally do it, it's kind of like,
wow, I've finally got that done,”
Mclntosh said.

The 18-year-old Toronto na-
tive had already broken the
world best mark in the 400
freestyle on Saturday, complet-
ing the race in 3:54.18, shaving

Mad

more than a second off the old
record of 3:55.38 set by Ariarne
Titmus of Australia.

Mclintosh broke her own
Canadian record in the 800
freestyle on Sunday, when her
time of 8:05.07 was just 0.95 of
a second off the world record set
by Katie Ledecky in May.

“I'm really trying to take it
one race at a time,” Mclntosh
said. “Really kind of cruising
the heats and then coming to
every final super locked in and
focused.”

Mclntosh won three gold
medals at the Paris Olympics
last year, winning her three indi-
vidual events of the 400 and 200
individual medleys and the 200
butterfly. She also won silver in
the 400 free. (AP)

r1d’s new street circuit

to debut in 2026, replacing

LONDON, June 10: A new street
circuit in Madrid will make its
debut on the Formula 1 schedule in
September of next year, replacing
the Emilia-Romagna Grand Prix at
Imola.

F1 announced its 2026 calendar
on Tuesday, setting the first grand
prix at the new Madring track in
the Spanish capital for Sept. 13.

Spain gets two races in 2026 as
Barcelona stays on the calendar for
the final year of its contract. It
faces an uncertain future after that.

F1 has previously said Madrid's
race will be known as the Spanish
Grand Prix. The new schedule
doesn't specify a new name for
Barcelona's race, which has been
known as the Spanish Grand Prix
since 1991.

Spain's second race means Italy
drops back to having one grand
prix as Imola leaves the schedule.
The historic track, a favourite with
drivers, returned to the schedule in
2020 as a late addition amid the
COVID-19 pandemic and has
hosted five races since. Its contract
was up this year.

The Australian Grand Prix on
March 8 starts the season for the
second year running because the
races in Bahrain and Saudi Arabia
again move to April to avoid clash-
ing with the Muslim holy month of

Imola on F1 schedule

Ramadan.

The season stays at 24 races and
concludes with the Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix from Dec. 4-6.

As part of a push to limit inter-
continental travel, the Canadian
Grand Prix moves forward from
June to May 24 so that it follows
the Miami Grand Prix. That sets up
a potential clash with the Indi-
anapolis 500.

Last month's Monaco Grand
Prix was also run on the same day
as the Indy 500, but the difference
in time zones meant it was easier
to avoid a clash. The Monaco race
started nearly four hours earlier
and finished well before the Indy
500 began.

This week's race in Canada is
sandwiched between events in
Spain and Austria. Moving Canada
in 2026 will mean that all of F1's
European races are scheduled to-
gether from June through Septem-
ber.

“With 24 grands prix across five
continents, the season truly reflects
the global nature of our commu-
nity, while the improved geograph-
ical flow of the calendar shows our
joint commitment to making the
championship more efficient and
sustainable,” FIA President Mo-
hammed Ben Sulayem said in a
statement. (AP)

R
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LEEDS (ENGLAND), June 10:
Indian batter Ruturaj Gaikwad will
join Yorkshire for five matches of
the County Championship’s Divi-
sion One as well as the One-Day
Cup.

Gaikwad will link up with the
Yorkshire squad ahead of their
County match against Surrey at
Scarborough in July and will re-
main with the team until the end of
the season, the club said on its
website.

The 28-year-old is currently a
part of the India A squad on the
tour of England where they have
played two four-day unofficial
Tests against England Lions and
their last assignment will be an
intra-squad four-day match in
Beckenham against the senior side
from June 13-16.

“Captain of Chennai Super
Kings in the Indian Premier
League and Maharashtra in the
Ranji Trophy, the Pune-native is a
highly accomplished batter with
six international ODI caps along-
side his 23 appearances in [T20’s,”
Yorkshire said on their website.

“The right-hander can bat any-
where in the top four and has
shown versatility when required to
step up and open the batting for
India.”

“It has always been a goal of
mine to experience cricket in this
country and there is no bigger Club
in England than Yorkshire,” Gaik-
wad stated.

“I know how important it is that
I hit the ground running at what
will be a crucial part of the season.
We have some vital games in the
County Championship and the
One-Day Cup is a great opportu-
nity to win some silverware.”

Yorkshire head coach Anthony
McGrath hoped Gaikward’s addi-
tion would bring “extra solidity” to
the team.

“He is a very accomplished
cricketer with a natural all-round
game that is well suited to the
cricket we want to play. Ruturaj
will give us some extra solidity in
our batting lineup whilst having
that ability to score quick runs
when required. He’s an exciting
talent and one I know is highly
rated across the game,” he said.

Yorkshire are currently placed
second last in the 10-team Division
One points table with one win, four
defeats and two drawn games so
far. (PTI)

otar West Indies

announces shock retirement at 29

PORT OF SPAIN, June 10: Star West Indies

batter Nicholas Pooran on Tuesday stunningly
announced his retirement from international
cricket at the age of 29 without specifying any
reasons but insisted that “much thought and re-
flection” had gone into taking the call.

His decision came days after he opted out of
selection for the T20I series against England.

The swashbuckling left-handed batter fin-
ished as West Indies’ most capped T201 player
with 106 matches and also its highest run-getter,
with a tally of 2275 at an average of 26.14 and
strike rate of 136.39. In 61 ODI appearances,
he scored 1983 runs at an average of 39.66 and
strike rate of 99.15.

“After much thought and reflection, I’ve de-
cided to announce my retirement from interna-

tional cricket,” Pooran, a former West Indies
white-ball captain, wrote on his social media
pages.

“This game we love has given and will con-
tinue to give so much - joy, purpose, unforget-
table memories, and a chance to represent the
people of the West Indies,” said the Trinidadian
who made his international debut in 2016 in a
T20 International match.

He never played Test cricket for his country.

“Wearing that maroon, standing for the an-
them, and giving everything I had each time I
stepped on the field... it’s hard to put into words
what that truly means to me. To have led the
team as captain is a privilege I will always hold
close to my heart,” he said.

Pooran had recently opted out of selection for

West Indies’ T20I series against England after
playing the full Indian Premier League (IPL)
season for Lucknow Super Giants (LSG).

He hasn’t featured in ODIs since West Indies’
exit in the 2023 World Cup Qualifiers. His last
match for West Indies was against Bangladesh
at Kingstown in December 2024.

“To the fans - thank you for your unwavering
love. You lifted me in the tough moments and
celebrated the good ones with unmatched pas-
sion. To my family, friends and teammates -
thank you for walking the journey with me.
Your belief and support carried me through it
all,” he wrote.

“Though this international chapter of my ca-
reer closes, my love for West Indies Cricket will
never fade. I wish the team and the region noth-
ing but success and strength for the road
ahead.”

A regular in the franchise circuit, Pooran is
expected to feature in the Major League Cricket
(MLC) and The Hundred this summer. Apart
from the Caribbean Premier League and the
IPL, he is also a regular in the ILT20 in the
UAE.

He had a magnificent season in 2024, hitting
the most sixes in a calendar year (170) before
finishing IPL 2025 with 524 runs at a strike rate
of 196.25 with five half-centuries.

He was expected to be a key part of West In-
dies’ plans for the T20 World Cup early next
year, before Tuesday’s shock announcement.

Cricket West Indies lauded Pooran for his
outstanding contribution to Caribbean cricket.

“Nicholas officially informed the leadership
of his decision to retire from international
cricket, bringing to a close a significant chapter
in his career,” it said.

“A world-class player and a game changer,
Nicholas leaves the game as the most capped
West Indian...His performances on the field and
influence within the team have made a lasting
impact on West Indies cricket.

“We salute his achievements and thank him
for the moments he has given fans across the re-
gion and beyond. We wish him all the very best
in the next phase of his journey.” (PTI)

Assam’s Anyatam Rajkomar shines at 202 Astan Rowing Indoor Championships

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 10: Anyatam
Rajkumar, a learner of Krishna
Kanta Handiqui State Open Univer-
sity (KKHSOU), brought laurels to
the Nation at the 2025 Asian Row-
ing Indoor Championships held in
Pattaya, Thailand, from May 26 to
31. Showcasing exceptional
prowess, he clinched a gold medal
in the 2000-meter race and a silver
medal in the 500-meter race, earn-

ing widespread acclaim for his
achievements.

In a heartfelt ceremony on Tues-
day, Prof. Rajendra Prasad Das,
Vice-Chancellor of KKHSOU, fe-
licitated Anyatam Rajkumar at the
university’s city campus. The event
was attended by Prof. Pranjit Bora,
Registrar, Prof. N.N. Sarma, Direc-
tor of the Centre for Internal Quality
Assurance (CIQA), KKHSOU and
Utpal Deka, Convener of Sports

Committee, KKHSOU and Mr
Dweepen Rajkumar father of Any-
atam Rajkumar.

During his address, Prof. Das
lauded Anyatam’s dedication and
urged him to continue his rigorous
training, assuring him of the univer-
sity’s unwavering support. “Any-
atam’s success is a testament to his
hard work and an inspiration to as-
piring athletes. The KKHSOU fam-
ily stands proudly with him as he

continues his journey to excel-
lence,” he remarked.

Anyatam, visibly moved by the
recognition, expressed gratitude to
his coaches, family members spe-
cially his mother and father, and the
KKHSOU family for their encour-
agement. His achievement not only
highlights his individual brilliance
but also underscores the growing
prominence of Indian athletes on
the global stage.

uatter Nicholas Pooran Ngidi beats Paterson

to South Africa’s

third seamer spot
in WIC Final

LONDON, June 10: Lungi
Ngidi’s experience gave him the
edge over Dane Paterson as South
Africa’s third seamer for the
World Test Championship final
against Australia at Lord’s.

Ngidi hasn’t played a Test since
August but 19 Tests and 55 wick-
ets, including Joe Root’s at Lord’s
in 2022, put him in the pacers
lineup with Kagiso Rabada and
Marco Jansen when the team was
named on Tuesday, a day before
the final.

Paterson, more deceptive than
fast, earned five-fors in his last
two tests against Sri Lanka and
Pakistan in December and played
at Lord’s three times in the last
two months for Middlesex in the
English County Championship
second division but that wasn’t
enough.

“Probably one of the tougher
decisions that has been made. We
see what Dane Paterson did for us
to the end of last season,” captain
Temba Bavuma said.

“But it was more from a tactical
point of view. Probably a little bit

more pace from Lungi, guess he’s
a bit taller as well (1.93 meters to
1.75). Lungi also has a better
record, not taking away anything
from Patto. But I think he (Ngidi)
will complement that bowling at-
tack a little more. We have a guy
like (Wiaan) Mulder, who can give
us something similar like Patto.”

Mulder was chosen to bat at No.
3 ahead of Tony de Zorzi, who has
more runs but hasn’t bowled in a
test. Mulder’s medium pace has
taken 30 wickets in 18 matches.

“It’s about giving him a lot
more confidence, keep backing
him and just allowing him to do
what he does best,” Bavuma said
of Mulder. “He has an opportunity
in a pressure situation, but I think
he can take comfort from the fact
that the guys are backing him. We
just want him to play his game.”

South Africa: Aiden Markram,
Ryan Rickelton, Wiaan Mulder,
Temba Bavuma (captain), Tristan
Stubbs, David Bedingham, Kyle
Verrynne, Marco Jansen, Keshav
Mabharaj, Kagiso Rabada, Lungi
Ngidi. (4P)

[t’s unfortunate and very sad: Dravid on Bengaluru stampede

NEW DELHI, June 10: The leg-
endary Rahul Dravid on Tuesday ex-
pressed deep anguish over the death of
11 people in a stampede during Royal
Challengers Bengaluru’s IPL victory
celebrations, terming the incident as
“unfortunate” and “sad”.

Tragedy struck last Wednesday when
nearly 2.5 lakh fans gathered in and
around the Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru to catch a glimpse of their
favourite stars, resulting in a stampede
that claimed lives and left 56 injured.

“Yeah, very disappointing. Obvi-

ously, very sad. Thoughts go out to peo-
ple,” Dravid, a former India coach and
captain, told NDTV.

Dravid, who is currently associated
with IPL franchise Rajasthan Royals as
a coach, said the incident was particu-
larly painful given the city’s deep sport-
ing culture.

“This is a really sports passionate
city. I come from here. People love their
sport, not only cricket. People love sport
in the city and they’ve really followed
all the sporting teams here, whether it’s
been our football team or it’s been our

kabaddi team.

“And of course, the RCB is a really
very well-followed team. So really sad,
very unfortunate what happened. And
our thoughts go out to everyone who
unfortunately was injured and some of
them who lost their lives.”

In the aftermath of the tragedy, A
Shankar and E S Jairam resigned from
their respective position of secretary
and treasurer of the Karnataka State
Cricket Association (KSCA), taking
“moral responsibility” for the inci-
dent. (PTI)
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Winning WTC title will be important step to
becoming one of the great Australian teams: Lyon

LONDON, June 10: Winning the ICC
World Test Championship title for the sec-
ond consecutive time here will be an im-
portant step in establishing the current side
as one of the greatest Australian teams of
all times, feels star off-spinner Nathan
Lyon. The 37-year-old Nathan Lyon is part
of Andrew McDonald’s squad that will
take on South Africa at Lord’s in the final
of the ICC World Test Championship
2023-25 cycle.

Australia will be looking to defend the
title they clinched in 2023 with a 209-run
victory over India at The Oval, and Lyon
is keen to build on the progress made since
that triumph.

“It is important that we look at this week
as a celebration piece. We’ve done incred-
ibly well over the last couple of years, at
home and away, and that is something that
as a team, we should be really proud of,”
he was quoted as saying by the ICC.

“In my eyes, we’re on a journey to be-
coming a great Australian team. We’re not
there yet, I’'m well aware of that, but that’s
our goal too.

“This game is another step up that lad-
der,” said the spin ace who took the match-
winning wicket of Mohammed Siraj in
Australia’s win against India in 2023.

Australia finished second in the league
table during the 2023-25 WTC cycle, be-
hind South Africa, having claimed 67.54
per cent of the points on offer to them.

Australia were also the only side that did
not lose a series in the 2023-25 cycle, win-
ning four of the six series they played.
Their percentage was only bettered by the
table-topping Proteas’ 69.44 per cent.

Lyon has taken 56 wickets against South
Africa in 18 matches and expects a fierce
contest with the side captained by Temba

Bavuma. “Yes, we’ve been here before, but
South Africa qualified first during this
World Test Championship,” said Lyon who
has taken 553 wickets from 136 matches
since making his Test debut in 2011.

“Throughout these two years, they’ve
done something really well to finish top,
and so they deserve that home changing
room leading into this game.

“It’s international cricket. We’re expect-
ing an extremely hard challenge and there’s
going to be a lot of problems out there, but
we’re going to have to be good enough to
solve those problems ASAP.”

The presence of multiple experienced
and skilled bowlers in the Australian camp
like captain Pat Cummins, Josh Hazle-
wood, Mitchell Starc and Scott Boland
only adds to the Australian fire-power, said
Lyon.

“As a bowling squad, we are very proud
of where we are currently at,” he said.

“But we’re not leaving any stone un-
turned and we’re still trying to get better as
a bowling group. I feel that spurs each and
every one of us on to get better.”

Australia last featured in a Test series in
England during the 2023 Ashes — the
opening assignment of the 2023-25 World
Test Championship cycle — but several
members of the squad have since returned
to ply their trade in county cricket.

Lyon turned out for Lancashire in 2024,
while Marnus Labuschagne, Cameron
Green and Beau Webster represented
Glamorgan, Gloucestershire and Warwick-
shire, respectively, during the ongoing sea-
son.

“[ feel like you get a lot of understanding
of how the game is played over here in
these conditions, how the Dukes ball
moves around and how the overhead con-
ditions play a role,” he said.

“It’s been amazing to have Greeny over
here. I think he’s played four or five games
for Gloucestershire and done really well.
So, hopefully, that gives him the confi-
dence to pick things up from where he left
off.

“It’s important, especially for the
younger players, like Greeny, to come over
here and play county cricket.” (PTI)
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