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Honeymoon murder: Sonam and aides presented before M’laya court
INDORE/SHILLONG, June 11: His sister
had “100 per cent” killed her husband, Sonam
Raghuvanshi’s brother Govind said on
Wednesday as the young woman and four men
accused in the sensational “honeymoon mur-
der” of 29-year-old Raja Raghuvanshi were
sent to eight-day police custody in Shillong.
Convinced of his sister’s guilt, Govind

Raghuvanshi also said his family had
snapped ties with her and vowed to fight a
legal battle to get justice for Raja Raghuvan-
shi’s family.
Wednesday marks one month to the day

Sonam and Raja Raghuvanshi got married.
The Indore couple went to Meghalaya for their
honeymoon and went missing soon after.
Raja’s blood stained body was found 10

days later in a deep gorge and Sonam was
presumed missing till June 9, when she was
nabbed from a dhaba hundreds of miles
away in Uttar Pradesh.
A court in Shillong sent Sonam and her

four aides to eight-day police custody. “Po-
lice sought a 10-day remand. The court
granted 8 days of police custody,” East

Khasi Hills district SP Vivek Syiem told PTI.
The 24-year-old woman was arrested from

Ghazipur, while her aides were apprehended
from Indore for their alleged role in conspir-
ing and killing Raja.
The special investigation team sought po-

lice custody of the accused to reconstruct the

crime scene in Sohra, the officer said.
Investigators said Sonam told Raja

Raghuvanshi that she would let him consum-
mate the marriage only after making an of-
fering at the Kamakhya Temple in Guwahati.
Accordingly, Raja planned their trip to

Guwahati and adjacent Meghalaya, while his

wife and her boyfriend allegedly plotted to
kill him in the jungles of the north-eastern
state, they said.
“Sonam convinced Raja that they need to

make offerings at the Kamakhya Devi Tem-
ple before consummating the marriage,” a
police officer who is a part of the investiga-
tion told PTI. Sonam and Raja got married
in Indore on May 11 and arrived in Megha-
laya via Guwahati on May 20. Both went
missing on May 23 in Sohra in East Khasi
Hills district, hours after checking out of a
homestay at Nongriat village.
Raja’s body was found in a gorge near

Weisawdong Falls on June 2. A search con-
tinued for Sonam, who emerged in Uttar
Pradesh’s Ghazipur, around 1,200 km away,
in the early hours of June 9 and surrendered
as police arrested her boyfriend Raj Kush-
waha and the three contract killers hired by
them to murder Raja.
“Sonam coerced her husband to take her to

the deep jungles of Nongriat with the belief
that the hitmen she hired would have a better
chance of killing (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Sonam, aides get 8-day police custody Brother sure she killed Raja

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 11: In a meet-
ing held at the Raj Bhavan in
Guwahati on Wednesday, the Gov-
ernor of Arunachal Pradesh, Lt
General K T Parnaik (Retd),
PVSM, UYSM, YSM, called on
the Governor of Assam, Lakshman
Prasad Acharya, to deliberate on
key regional matters and foster en-
hanced cooperation between the
two neighbouring states. 
The interaction was held in a

cordial and constructive atmos-
phere and focused on a wide array
of issues concerning peace,
progress, and the prosperity of the
Northeast region.
According to an official state-

ment, the Governor of Arunachal
Pradesh commended the positive
strides taken by the Chief Minis-
ters of Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh in addressing and resolv-
ing long-standing inter-state border
disputes. 
He noted that the ongoing dis-

cussions between the two govern-
ments have created a renewed
sense of goodwill and trust among
the people living along the border,
who have historically maintained
strong cultural and social ties.
Drawing from his previous ex-

perience as a Corps Commander in
Tezpur, Governor Parnaik ex-
pressed concern over the persistent
challenges posed by illegal immi-
gration in the region. 
He underscored the need for

continued vigilance and robust ad-
ministrative measures to curb the
issue, warning that unchecked immi-
gration could pose demographic and
security challenges in the future.
During the discussion, the Gov-

ernor also highlighted the transfor-
mative potential of the
Government of India’s Act East
Policy and the ‘Rising Northeast’
initiative. He described these as
key policy interventions capable of
reshaping the developmental tra-
jectory of the region. 
The Governor stated that the

Northeast is poised to emerge as a
significant hub for manufacturing,
services, entrepreneurship, and in-
ternational collaboration, particu-
larly in trade and connectivity with
Southeast Asia.
In a region perennially affected

by natural calamities, the
Arunachal Governor also raised
concerns over the devastating im-
pact of annual floods and land-
slides, especially the loss of human
lives and (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Arunachal, Assam Guvs discuss
border, immigration, flood issues

HISAR, June 11: A local court on
Wednesday rejected the bail plea of
social media influencer Jyoti Malho-
tra, arrested on suspicion of espi-
onage last month, her lawyer said.
Her bail plea was heard by Judi-

cial Magistrate (First Class) Sunil
Kumar through her lawyer Kumar
Mukesh.  
The police opposed the bail plea

and argued the case’s investigation
was underway. Mukesh said the
court after hearing the arguments
of both the parties rejected her bail
plea. On June 9, the court extended
Malhotra’s judicial custody and
fixed her case’s hearing on June
23. The 33-year-old YouTuber ap-
peared before the court through
video-conferencing.
Hisar Police arrested Malhotra

on suspicion of espionage on May
16 and she was subsequently re-
manded to five days of police cus-
tody by the court.
Following the completion of the

remand, the court extended the
custody by four more days after

the police sought to question her
further. On May 26, the court re-
manded her to judicial custody for
14 days.  Malhotra, who hails from
the city, ran a YouTube channel
“Travel with JO”. She was arrested
at the New Aggarsain Extension
and booked under provisions of the
Official Secrets Act and the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.
Hisar Police previously said no

evidence had emerged to indicate
Malhotra had access to any mili-
tary- or defence-related informa-
tion but claimed she was in contact
with some people, aware that they
were Pakistani Intelligence Opera-
tives (PIO).
Police sources had previously

said she was in touch with Ehsan-
ur-Rahim alias Danish, a staffer at
the Pakistani High Commission,
since November 2023.  India ex-
pelled Danish on May 13 for al-
legedly indulging in espionage.
The police have claimed Pakistani
intelligence operatives were devel-
oping Malhotra as an asset. (PTI)

Espionage case: Court denies
bail to YouTuber Jyoti Malhotra

HT Correspondent
AGARTALA, June 11: Tripura Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare Minister Ratan Lal Nath on Wednesday
launched a scathing attack on the Congress, accusing it of
fostering a regime riddled with corruption, while hailing
the BJP-led government under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for ushering in an era of holistic development.
Addressing a press conference in Unakoti district on

Wednesday, Nath said, “In the past 11 years of PM
Modi’s leadership, we have seen Seva (service), Garib
Kalyan (welfare of the poor), and good governance. The
vision of a Viksit Bharat (developed India) by 2047 has
been laid out clearly.” He highlighted flagship initiatives
such as Make in India, Start-up India, and Vocal for
Local, attributing them as catalysts for the country’s
accelerated growth.  “In my 50 years of political expe-
rience, I have never witnessed such developmental strides
at both the state and national levels,” Minister Nath said.
Citing PM Modi’s anti-corruption stance, he remarked,
“While the Congress era was marred by scams, Modi’s
governance stands on the pillars of transparency—’Na
khaunga, na khane dunga’ (Neither will I take bribes,
nor allow others to take them).” Minister Nath noted
that India has risen from (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

India now world’s 4th largest economy,
soon to be 3rd, says Tripura Minister
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BRUSSELS, June 11: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar has said the recent
confrontation between India and Pakistan
was not just a mere conflict between two
neighbours, but it was about combating
terrorism, which will eventually come
back to haunt the West.
Jaishankar, in an interview with the Eu-

ropean news website ‘Euractiv’ Wednes-
day, also pitched for an EU-India free
trade, underlining that India - a nation of
1.4 billion – offers skilled labour and a
more trustworthy economic partnership
than China.
“Let me remind you of something –

there was a man named Osama bin
Laden. Why did he, of all people, feel safe
living for years in a Pakistani military
town, right next to their equivalent of
West Point?” Jaishankar, who is travelling
to Europe a month after India launched
Operation Sindoor in response to the Pa-
halgam attack, told Euractiv.
He was replying to a question on the re-

cent four-day conflict between India and
Pakistan.
“I want the world to understand – this

isn’t merely an India–Pakistan issue. It’s
about terrorism. And that very same ter-
rorism will eventually come back to haunt
you,” he said while criticising the inter-
national media for framing Operation
Sindoor as a tit-for-tat between two nu-
clear-armed neighbours.
Tensions between India and Pakistan

escalated after the Pahalgam terror attack
on April 22, which claimed 26 lives. India

carried out precision strikes on terror in-
frastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir on May 7.
The on-ground hostilities from the In-

dian and Pakistan sides that lasted for four
days ended with an understanding of
stopping the military actions following
talks between the directors general of mil-
itary operations of both sides on May 10.
When asked why India has not joined

the West’s sanctions against Russia, Jais-
hankar said that differences cannot be re-
solved through war.
“We don’t believe that differences can

be resolved through war – we don’t be-
lieve a solution will come from the bat-
tlefield. It’s not for us to prescribe what
that solution should be. My point is, we’re
not being prescriptive or judgemental –
but we are also not uninvolved,” he said.
He said India has a strong relationship

with Ukraine as well – it’s not only about
Russia. “But every country, naturally,

considers its own experience, history and
interests,” he added.
“India has the longest-standing griev-

ance – our borders were violated just
months after independence, when Pak-
istan sent in invaders to Kashmir. And the
countries that were most supportive of
that? Western countries,” he said.
“If those same countries – who were

evasive or reticent then – now say ‘let’s
have a great conversation about interna-
tional principles’, I think I’m justified in
asking them to reflect on their own past,”
he added. On a question about India’s
place in the new geopolitical order, he
said, “Multipolarity is already here. Eu-
rope now faces the need to make more de-
cisions in its own interest – using its own
capabilities, and based on the relation-
ships it fosters globally.”
“I hear terms like ‘strategic autonomy’

being used in Europe – these were once
part of our vocabulary,” he said, adding
that the EU is a major pole in the global
order – and increasingly an autonomous
one - and India wants to deepen the rela-
tionship in this multipolar world.
On a question on the EU’s Carbon Bor-

der Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), he
said India is not opposed to it but it has
“deep reservations”.
“Let’s not pretend – we’re opposed to

parts of it. We have very deep reserva-
tions about CBAM and we’ve been quite
open about it. The idea that one part of the
world will set standards for everybody
else is something (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

India-Pak conflict was about combating 
terrorism: External Affairs Minister Jaishankar

NEW DELHI, June 11: Astro-
physicists have gained new in-
sights into how planets outside the
solar system, or ‘exoplanets’, form
by studying two “young” giant
planets, “still hot from their forma-
tion”, a new study says.
In one of the planets, known to

orbit a sun-like star ‘YSES-1’, re-
searchers detected clouds contain-
ing sand-like particles -- or silicate
clouds -- the strongest one seen on
an exoplanet yet, they said.
“When we looked at the smaller,

farther-out companion (planet),
known as YSES 1-c, we found the
tell-tale signature of silicate clouds
in the mid-infrared (using the
James Webb Space Telescope),”
co-author Evert Nasedkin, a post-
doctoral fellow in Trinity College
Dublin’s school of physics, Ire-
land, said.
The author added this is the

“strongest silicate absorption fea-
ture observed in an exoplanet yet”
and related to its youth.
“We believe this is linked to the

relative youth of the planets:
younger planets are slightly larger

in radius, and this extended atmos-
phere may allow the cloud to ab-
sorb more of the light emitted by
the planet,” Nasedkin said.
In the study published in the

journal Nature, the authors wrote,

“With two exoplanets around a
solar-type star, the YSES-1 system
is an ideal laboratory for studying
this early phase of exoplanet evo-
lution.”
The findings help understand

how the ‘YSES-1’ solar system
formed, offering further insight
into the origins of our solar system,
the researchers said.
“Directly imaged exoplanets --

planets outside our own Solar Sys-
tem -- are the only exoplanets that
we can truly take photos of,” Nased-
kin said. “These exoplanets are typ-
ically still young enough that they
are still hot from their formation,
and it is this warmth, seen in the
thermal infrared, that we as as-
tronomers observe,” the author
said. Studying the other planet
‘YSES-1b’, the team found that the
entire planetary system is young, at
16.7 million (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Study of young exoplanets reveals new insights into their formation
Researchers detect clouds containing sand-like particles -- or silicate clouds

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 11: Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
held a meeting with the Khatara
Satra Management Committee on
Wednesday to address key issues
faced by the historic Satra. 
The discussions took place dur-

ing his visit to the 16th-century in-
stitution in Darrang district,
founded in 1568 by Lechakonia Sri
Sri Gobinda Ata, a prominent fig-
ure in Assam’s Neo-Vaishnavite
tradition. The According to an of-
ficial statement, chief minister ––
who offered prayers at the Satra –
– underscored the importance of
preserving spiritual heritage and
fulfilling promises made during
the panchayat elections. 

He assured that the State Gov-
ernment would take appropriate
steps to resolve challenges con-
fronting the institution.
During the meeting, the Satra

Committee raised several con-

cerns, including the reconstruction
of the dilapidated Monikut and
Sabha Ghar (Namghar). Sarma as-
sured that necessary measures would
be taken to support the restoration
efforts. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

CM holds meeting with Khatara Satra 
management committee, pledges govt support

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, June 11: The Karbi Anglong District
Committee of the All Adivasi Students’ Association
of Assam (AASAA) has submitted a five-point mem-
orandum to the President of India, Droupadi Murmu,
urging urgent intervention on longstanding demands
of the Adivasi community in Assam.
The memorandum calls for the immediate imple-

mentation of Clause 1.1 of the Adivasi Peace Accord,
granting of Scheduled Tribe (ST) status to Adivasis
in Assam, issuance of free land pattas to Adivasis re-
siding in Karbi Anglong, construction of a model
senior secondary school at Lahorijan Tea Estate with-
out political interference, protection of Adivasi po-
litical rights in Sixth Schedule areas after the 125th
Constitutional Amendment, and safeguarding Lahori-
jan and Nirmal Kumar Tea Estates from encroach-
ment and land grabbing.(CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

NEW YORK/WASHINGTON,
June 11: The US reaffirmed its
strong support for India’s fight
against terrorism and the bilateral
strategic partnership during the
visit of an Indian all-party parlia-
mentary delegation last week, the
State Department said.
The multi-party delegation led

by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
met the US Deputy Secretary of
State Christopher Landau last
week in Washington.
State Department Spokesperson

Tammy Bruce said at a press brief-
ing on Tuesday that Landau reaf-
firmed the US’ strong support to
India in the fight against terrorism
and the strategic partnership be-
tween the two countries.
The delegation visited the US as

part of the government’s global
outreach efforts after Operation
Sindoor. India launched the opera-
tion in retaliation to the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack that
claimed 26 lives.
Responding to a question, Bruce

said that a Pakistani parliamentary

delegation led by Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari met officials of the State
Department, including Under Sec-
retary for Political Affairs Allison
Hooker, during its visit to Wash-
ington last week.
Hooker reiterated the US sup-

port for the ongoing cessation of
on-ground hostilities “– as you
might imagine, thank God – be-
tween India and Pakistan”, Bruce
said, adding that they also dis-
cussed important issues about the
US-Pakistan bilateral relationship,
including counterterrorism cooper-
ation. “So that meeting occurred.”
When asked if the US received

any assurance from Pakistan that it
will take action against terrorists,
Bruce said she was not going to
discuss the details of those conver-
sations. In response to a question
on President Donald Trump offer-
ing to “mediate” on the issue of
Kashmir, Bruce said, “Well, I – ob-
viously, I can’t speak to what’s on
the mind or the plans of the Presi-
dent. What I do know is that I think
we all (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

US reaffirms strong support to India
in fight against terrorism: State Dept

AASAA submits 
memorandum to Prez 

OM SHANTI

RAISMODI NUNISA 
Died on : 12-06-1971 

We all remember you on your 54th

Death Day, May your soul be in
everlasting peace!

:: SONS :: 
Dr. Motilal Nunisa, Shri Pradip
Nunisa, Dr. Ruplal Nunisa and 

Dr. Bishnu Ram Nunisa 
:: DAUGHTERS ::
Smti. Usha Hojai and 
Smti. Alo Thaosen 

::DAUGHTRS-IN-LAW:: 
Smti. Jayanti Nunisa, Smti. Prabhati

Nunisa, Dr. Ritu Nunisa 
{W/o- Lt. Nirmal Nunisa (son)} 
and Smti. Anima Nunisa 

:: SONS-IN-LAW ::
Ramesh Thaosen 

and 
All grand children 
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The NSE Nifty surged 374.25 points or 1.69 per cent to 22,535.85

Contd. from Page 1...

BERN, June 11: The world trade
is facing severe geo-political chal-
lenges, but India has consistently
emerged as a winner in such times,
and the country’s exports of goods
and services will certainly cross
USD 825 billion in 2025-26, Com-
merce and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said.

Despite global economic uncer-
tainties due to the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, Israel-Hamas war and the
Red Sea crisis, the country’s over-
all exports touched an all-time
high of USD 825 billion against
USD 778 billion in 2023-24. As
per estimates of certain multi-lat-
eral bodies, there would be a con-
traction in global trade, Goyal said.

“The world is going through se-
vere geo-political challenges…So
these are challenging times, but
India has always emerged (as) a
winner in challenging times and we
did a record USD 825 billion exports
in 2024-25. This year, we hope to do
much better,” he told PTI.

When asked if last fiscal’s fig-
ures will be crossed, he said: “We
will certainly be able to cross that”.

Apex exporters’ body FIEO has
projected that the country’s overall
goods and services exports are ex-

pected to grow by over 21 per cent
year-on-year to USD 1 trillion dur-
ing 2025-26.

Federation of Indian Export Or-
ganisations (FIEO) President S C
Ralhan has said the healthy growth
may come on account of interna-
tional buyers seeking to diversify
their sourcing in the wake of
global economic uncertainties.

In 2025-26, merchandise ex-
ports are expected to grow 12 per
cent to USD 525-535 billion from
USD 437 billion in 2024-25, while
services exports are likely to rise
by about 20 per cent year-on-year
to USD 465-475 billion from USD
387 billion in the last fiscal, ac-

cording to FIEO.
The major sectors that are ex-

pected to show a significant jump
in the shipments this fiscal include
electronics, engineering, chemi-
cals, textile and clothing, pharma
and even the agriculture sector.
Free trade agreements with coun-
tries such as the UAE, Australia
and European Free Trade Associa-
tion (EFTA) will also help boost
exports in the coming months.

The India-EFTA trade agree-
ment is expected to come into
force from October 1 this year.

Goyal also said that FTAs
signed during the Congress era
were not good and have impacted

domestic firms.
They signed FTAs with coun-

tries like ASEAN, which are
India’s competitors; besides, they
were not balanced, he said, adding
that India opened more markets for
those countries and “we did not
get” good deals in return.

On finished goods, he said, India
removed the duties but import
taxes on raw materials created in-
verted duty issues and that hurt “us
a lot”, he said.

He added that now the Modi
government is doing FTAs with
developed countries/regions like
Australia, the UK, EFTA, the EU,
the UAE, Oman, Peru, and Chile.

“Here we collaborate, there is no
competition...so we are doing
FTAs with well thought out strate-
gies,” Goyal said.

India-EFTA signed the Trade
and Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (TEPA) on March 10, 2024.
Under the pact, India has received
an investment commitment of
USD 100 billion in 15 years from
the grouping while allowing sev-
eral products such as Swiss
watches, chocolates, and cut and
polished diamonds at lower or zero
duties. (PTI)

‘Challenging times for global trade; India will 
certainly cross USD 825 bn exports this fiscal’

Ethanol production capacity jumps over 4-fold
to 1,810 cr litres in 11 yrs of Modi govt: Official

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 11: ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance dis-
bursed over ₹900 crore as loans
against traditional life insurance
policies in the financial year 2024–
25, according to an official state-
ment issued by the company.

The company said that more
than 42,700 customers availed of
the loan against policy feature dur-
ing the fiscal year. 

This facility enables policyhold-
ers to access funds without disrupt-
ing their long-term savings goals.

Amish Banker, Chief Operations
Officer at ICICI Prudential Life In-
surance, said, “Life insurance is a
long-term product, and customers
may face liquidity challenges dur-
ing the tenure of the policy. The
loan against policy feature can en-
sure the financial savings plan re-
mains on track.” 

He added that policyholders can
avail of up to 80% of the surrender
value of their policies as a loan.

The process to avail of the facil-
ity is entirely digital and stream-
lined. The company reported that
over 98% of loans were disbursed
within 24 hours in FY2025. Appli-
cations can be submitted through
the company’s website or mobile
app. The insurer also noted a 60%
year-on-year growth in disbursals
under the loan against policy fea-
ture, which it said reflects cus-
tomers’ commitment to staying
invested in their policies for long-
term financial goals.

Additionally, the funds accessed
through the loan facility can be
used for paying premiums, thereby
ensuring policy continuity and as-
sociated benefits.

MUMBAI, June 11: Benchmark Sensex closed
higher by 123 points while Nifty rose for a sixth con-
secutive day on Wednesday following a rally in global
markets amid optimism over US-China trade talks and
foreign fund inflows.

In a volatile session, the 30-share BSE Sensex rose
by 123.42 points or 0.15 per cent to settle at
82,515.14. During the day, it climbed 391.79 points
or 0.47 per cent to 82,783.50 , driven by gains in IT
and energy shares. In its sixth straight day of gains,
the 50-share NSE Nifty ended 37.15 points or 0.15 per
cent up at 25,141.40. The index moved between a low
of 25,081.30 and a high of 25,222.40 during the day.
In the six sessions to Wednesday, Nifty gained 598
points or 2.42 per cent.

After a flat start, the Nifty gradually moved higher
in the first half and tested the resistance at 25,200, but
failed to sustain the momentum at close, Ajit Mishra
– SVP, Research, Religare Broking Ltd said.

From the Sensex pack, HCL Tech, Infosys, Tech
Mahindra, Reliance Industries, Bajaj Finserv, ICICI
Bank, Tata Motors and Eternal were the lead gainers.

Power Grid, Adani Ports, IndusInd Bank, Nestle,
HDFC Bank and Hindustan Unilever were among the
laggards. “Profit-booking continues in the broader
markets, driven by elevated domestic valuations.
However, large-cap resilience is supporting the in-
dices, with institutional investors favouring compa-

nies with stable earnings outlooks.
“Auto and IT sectors remain in focus - auto stocks

are gaining on improved monthly sales, while IT
shares are benefiting from optimism around a poten-
tial US-China trade resolution,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Investments Ltd, said.

The BSE smallcap gauge went up by 0.06 per cent
while midcap index dipped 0.12 per cent.

“Benchmarks ended with marginal gains on
Wednesday extending their consolidation phase. Pos-
itive developments in US-China trade talks and a
steady global equity environment helped buoy senti-
ment, though gains were tempered by profit-booking
in certain sectors,” Satish Chandra Aluri, Analyst,
Lemonn Markets Desk, said.

Among sectoral indices, oil & gas surged the most
by 1.83 per cent, followed by energy (1.33 per cent),
BSE Focused IT (1.30 per cent), IT (1.25 per cent),
teck (1.01 per cent), healthcare (0.74 per cent) and
auto (0.19 per cent). Financial Services, FMCG, in-
dustrials, power, utilities, services, capital goods and
bankex were among the laggards.

As many as 2,227 stocks advanced while 1,821 de-
clined and 132 remained unchanged on the BSE. In
Asian markets, South Korea’s Kospi, Japan’s Nikkei
225 index, Shanghai’s SSE Composite index and Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng settled in the positive territory. Euro-
pean equity markets were trading higher. (PTI)

AHMEDABAD, June 11: India’s
ethanol production capacity has
jumped more than four times in the
last 11 years of the Modi govern-
ment to 1,810 crore litres annually
with the help of favourable policy
initiatives, according to a senior of-
ficial.

With an enhanced installed pro-
duction capacity, the blending of
ethanol with petrol has surged to
nearly 19 per cent from 1.53 per cent
in 2013, leading to huge saving in
foreign exchange -- more than ` 1.10
lakh crore -- as well as benefits to
sugarcane and foodgrain farmers.

A senior official from the Depart-
ment of Food and Public Distribu-
tion in the central government said
till 2013, ethanol distillation capac-
ity in the country was only 421 crore
litres.

However, the official highlighted
that the ethanol production capacity
in the country has reached 1,810
crore litres, thanks to policy changes
by the government, including inter-
est subsidy to set up manufacturing
facilities. Till 2013, the official said
the supply of ethanol to OMCs (oil
marketing companies) was only 38
crore litres with blending levels of
1.53 per cent in 2013-14 ethanol
supply year (ESY) that runs from
(November to October).

“Production of fuel grade ethanol

and its supply to OMCs has in-
creased by more than 18 times from
ESY 2013-14 to ESY 2023-24,” the
official said at an event in Ahmed-
abad. Many ethanol plants have been
set up in Gujarat with the help of
Centre’s interest subsidy policy.

In ESY 2023-24, about 707 crore
litres of ethanol have been blended
by OMCs, thereby achieving blend-
ing of 14.60 per cent.

Till May 25 in current 2024-25
ESY, about 548 crore litres of
ethanol have been blended by
achieving blending of 18.74 per
cent, the official said.

During the last 11 years, the total
revenue generated by sugar
mills/distilleries, including grain-

based distilleries stood around ` 2
lakh crore, of which ` 1.22 lakh
crore is revenue generated by only
sugarcane-based distilleries.

The Centre has notified various
ethanol interest subvention schemes
from 2018-2022 (in 2021 ethanol
production from grain was also in-
cluded under these schemes) to en-
courage sugar mills and distilleries
to enhance their ethanol production
capacities.

Under these subvention schemes,
the government is facilitating project
proponents to avail loans from
banks/financial institutions for
which interest subvention at 6 per
cent or 50 per cent of the interest
charged by the banks/financial insti-

tutions, whichever is lower, is being
borne by the government for a pe-
riod of five years, including a one-
year moratorium period.

A new interest subvention scheme
for cooperative sugar mills has also
been notified on March 6, 2025 for
conversion of their existing sugar-
cane-based plants into multi-feed
based ethanol plants.

Of the total 1,810 crore litres of
installed capacity, 816 crore litres are
molasses based, 136 crore litres of
dual feed capacity, and 858 crore
litres of grain-based capacity.

Ethanol blended with petrol
(EBP) programme was launched
with the objectives of reducing im-
port dependency on crude oil, con-
serving foreign exchange, reducing
carbon emission and providing boost
to agriculture sector.

The central government has been
implementing this programme
throughout the country wherein
OMCs sell petrol blended with
ethanol.

Under the EBP Programme, the
government has fixed the target of
20 per cent blending with petrol by
2025-26 ESY.

To achieve 20 per cent ethanol
blending target by 2025-26, the an-
ticipated requirement of ethanol for
blending and other uses is about
1,350 crore litres. (PTI)

ICICI Prudential
Life disburses

over ₹900 Crore
Stock markets close higher on firm
global trends, foreign fund inflows

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 11: JCI
Guwahati Achievers, affiliated
with the globally recognized Jun-
ior Chamber International (JCI),
successfully organised the fifth
edition of its flagship business
expo, KAROBAR NXT 5.0, at
Hotel Vishwaratna in Guwahati on
Wednesday. 

According to an official state-
ment, the event drew enthusiastic
participation from local women
entrepreneurs, startups, and young
business leaders. 

It was inaugurated by JCI Zone
25 President Gunjan Harlalka in
the presence of Zone Director
(Business) Deepak Jain, Zone Vice
President Komal Jain, and JCI
Guwahati Achievers President
HGF Dr Reshma Jitani Agarwal,

among other dignitaries.
Dr Agarwal stated that the expo,

sponsored by Bhartia Infra Proj-
ects Ltd (BIPL) and supported by
The Dental Studio, reaffirmed its
role as a vibrant platform for busi-
ness networking, growth, and col-
laboration. The one-day event
featured a wide range of business
stalls, highlighting products and
services from both emerging and
established enterprises. 

With an emphasis on innovation,
sustainability, and entrepreneur-
ship, the expo aimed to bridge the
gap between ideas and execution.

Key partners for the event in-
cluded Aayan Photobook (Photog-
raphy Partner), Print & Signs
(Signage Partner), Yaanaa Cre-
ations (Gifting Partner), OM Secu-
rities (Security Partner), and

Vector Vault Graphics (PR & Mar-
keting Partner), among others.

Led by Dr Reshma Jitani Agar-
wal along with JFM Sumit Poddar
(Immediate Past President), JFM
Sneha Agarwal (Secretary), JFM
Karan Agarwal (Treasurer), and
Nitesh Agarwalla (VP Business),
the organizing team underscored
their focus on fostering entrepre-
neurial spirit in the region.

“Karobar NXT 5.0 is more than
just a business expo — it’s a plat-
form to empower women and pro-
mote entrepreneurship,” said Dr
Agarwal. 

With the successful completion
of the fifth edition, JCI Guwahati
Achievers reiterated its commit-
ment to building impact-driven
platforms that support local busi-
ness and community development.

JCI Guwahati Achievers hosts 5th edition
of ‘KAROBAR NXT’ business expo

MUMBAI, June 11: Bengaluru-headquartered
Renalyx Health Systems on Wednesday said it is
planning to invest ̀ 800 crore in the next four years
to set up three manufacturing units to produce RE-
NALYX - RxT 21 machine that will help dialysis
affordable and accessible to a larger population.

RENALYX - RxT 21 machine is world’s first
fully indigenous, AI and cloud-enabled smart he-
modialysis machine with real-time remote monitor-
ing and clinical connectivity facility, the company
said. Currently, the company manufactures RxT 17
through contract manufacturing and with the launch
of RxT 21, it will set up its own facilities at Ben-
galuru and Mysuru in Karnataka and at Mumbai in
Maharashtra, Renalyx Health Systems Founder and
Director Shyam Vasudeva Rao told PTI.

This is expected to raise the manpower of the
company to over 500 people in 1-2 years from the
current 100, he added.

“RxT 21 makes Renalyx the sixth company glob-
ally and first in India to produce an advanced dial-
ysis machine with EU CE certification, a
mandatory conformity marking for products sold
within the European Economic Area (EEA). We are
aiming for an annual capacity of 5,000 machines in
the company-owned manufacturing units,” he

added.
The Indian CDSCO (Central Drugs Standard

Control Organisation) approval of the machine is
in its final stages and is expected by July this year,
while the US FDA approval process is underway
and anticipated by March 2026, he said. When
asked how the company is planning to raise ` 800
crore for setting up the manufacturing units, Rao
said, the company will get it through a mix of for-
eign direct investment (FDIs), equity and debt.

“The company plans to raise funds through the
sale of equity, backed by strong interest from
prominent Indian and international investors. In ad-
dition, it will raise debt, and the promoters will also
invest capital. We are also planning to go public
within the next three years,” he added.

Renalyx Health Systems is a technology innova-
tion company which is focused on delivering inclu-
sive solutions for comprehensive renal care.

With initial deployments of the machine planned
in Maharashtra and Karnataka, the company will go
for rapid pan-India distribution of RxT 21 with its
partners as well as exports to other countries.

Rao said the company has penetrated interna-
tional markets, and has secured orders from South
Africa, the USA, and Europe. (PTI)

Renalyx Health Systems to invest ` 800 cr for
setting up 3 dialysis machine production units

Honeymoon murder: Sonam and aides
him somewhere on the route, considering it is secluded. But, since there were too many tourists trekking to

Nongriat on May 22 and May 23, they couldn’t kill him there,” the officer said. “They finally killed him near
Weisawdong Falls, and dumped his body into the deep gorge,” he said. Syiem, who is overseeing the investi-
gation, told PTI that the contract killers arrived in Guwahati on May 21, a day after the couple reached the
north-east. The killers procured a machete from outside their hotel in Guwahati, and then travelled by road to
Shillong, he said. “We have gathered CCTV evidence, making this investigation a very tight-knit one,” he said.
Sonam was in touch with her boyfriend Raj throughout the day of the murder, while Raj coordinated with the
three contract killers, he said.

“Sonam was present when Raja was killed,” the officer said, adding that after the crime, she fled. Sonam,
her boyfriend Raj and the three suspected contract killers were produced before a court in Shillong on Wednes-
day. Sonam’s brother Govind said that based on the evidence so far, he knows “100 per cent” that it was his
sister who executed the crime, and she should be hanged if found guilty.

Govind also said that his family has snapped ties with her after her alleged involvement in the killing of her
husband came to light. An emotional Govind reached Raja Raghuvanshi’s house in Indore to console the latter’s
family members. Sharing the family’s grief, he hugged Raja’s mother Uma and broke down. Coming out in
support of the victim’s family, he vowed to fight a legal battle to get justice for them. He later addressed media
persons. When asked if Sonam should be given capital punishment if charges against her were proven, he said,
“Absolutely. If Sonam is found guilty, she should be hanged straight away. I will appoint a lawyer myself to
represent Raja Raghuvanshi’s family in the court.” “I am with the truth. Raja Raghuvanshi’s family has lost a
son. I have apologised to his family. Our family has broken ties with Sonam,” he said.

“I do not know whether my sister Sonam has confessed her crime in the Raja Raghuvanshi murder case or
not, but from the evidence that is coming out, I know 100 per cent that she is the one who executed this crime,”
he said. He, however, dismissed reports of the alleged love affair between Sonam and Raj Kushwaha, another
prime accused in the case. “Raj always called Sonam didi (sister). Sonam tied a rakhi to me and Raj while together
in my house. Raj was just our employee. He was working in our office for two-three years. He used to manage the
office and handle clients,” he said. Govind claimed that the three other accused in the case - Vishal Chauhan, Akash
Rajput and Anand Kurmi - have an old relationship with Raj Kushwaha. Sonam made the first phone call to Govind
before she surrendered before the police in Uttar Pradesh’s Ghazipur. “During the phone call, she was crying
miserably and was very nervous. I informed the police myself and got her to surrender,” he said. (PTI)

Arunachal, Assam Guvs discuss 
damage to property and livelihoods. He called for comprehensive and sustainable measures to mitigate the

impact of such disasters and emphasised the importance of long-term planning and community resilience. As
a symbolic gesture of goodwill and appreciation, Governor Parnaik presented Governor Acharya with a copy
of the book Orchids of Arunachal Pradesh. The book highlights the rich biodiversity of Arunachal Pradesh and
serves as a tribute to the state’s pristine natural heritage and unique ecosystems. Both Governors reaffirmed
their commitment to work collaboratively in addressing shared challenges and furthering the developmental
aspirations of the people of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh.

CM holds meeting with Khatara
The Committee also sought the allocation of 1,000 bighas of land in the Char-Chapori area of Darrang district to

promote agricultural activity as a sustainable revenue source. In response, the Chief Minister stated that the State
Government would consider the proposal upon formal submission by the local MLA and Deputy Commissioner.

Earlier in the day, the Satra Management Committee hosted a series of traditional cultural performances for
the visiting dignitaries, including Krishna Pravesh Nritya from the Ankiya Bhaona tradition, Khuliya Bhauriya
Nritya, Thiya Naam, and Bhortal Nritya. The Chief Minister praised the artistes and thanked the Committee
for preserving the rich cultural legacy of the Satra. Sarma was accompanied by MLA Paramananda Rajbongshi,
former MLA Gurujyoti Das, Satra Management Committee President Jadav Chandra Mahanta, Secretary Gan-
garam Baishya, and other officials. On his return to Guwahati, the chief minister stopped at the Shahid Stambha
in Patharughat and paid homage to the martyrs of the Patharughat uprising.

US reaffirms strong support to India
recognise that President Trump in each step that he takes, it’s made to solve generational differences between

countries, generational war.” Bruce added that it should not “surprise” anyone that he would want to “manage”
something like that. “So, while I can’t speak to his plans, the world knows his nature, and I can’t speak to any
details of what he might have in that regard…But it is an exciting time that if we can get to a point in that par-
ticular conflict..,” Bruce said adding that it is a “very interesting time.”

India has rejected any mediation related to the dispute on Jammu and Kashmir with Pakistan and maintains
that Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh are and will always remain an “integral” part of the country. (PTI)

India-Pak conflict was about
which we are against,” he said. The CBAM is the EU’s planned tax on the carbon emitted while making

goods imported from countries like India and China. The move has sparked a debate at multilateral forums, in-
cluding the United Nations climate conferences, as the poorer countries fear such tariffs will harm livelihoods
and economic growth. On the US-India ties, Jaishankar said, “Our aim is to advance every relationship that
serves our interests – and the US relationship is of immense importance to us. It’s not about personality X or
president Y.” On ties with China, the minister said he has met with several European companies in India that
have chosen to set up there specifically to de-risk their supply chains.

“Many companies are becoming increasingly careful about where they locate their data – they’d rather place
it somewhere secure and trustworthy than simply go for efficiency. Would you really want that in the hands of
actors you don’t feel comfortable with?” he said. (PTI)

AASAA submits memorandum
Speaking during the submission, Anil Toppo, Chief Advisor of AASAA’s central committee, warned against

the continued neglect of Adivasi rights and alleged land encroachments.  Toppo stressed the community’s historical
roots in the region, stating, “We have been living here since before the inception of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council. We are bonafide indigenous people of this land, yet we continue to live like tenants on our own soil.”

He also criticised successive governments for what he described as the systematic neglect of Adivasi interests.
“Since India’s independence, our people have been deprived of basic infrastructure—roads, schools, healthcare,
safe drinking water, and access to government schemes. The promises made to us have remained unfulfilled
for decades,” he said. The memorandum was officially received by the Executive Magistrate,  Sub-Divisional
Officer (Civil), Bokajan. Reaffirming its commitment to peaceful democratic movements, AASAA warned that
if the community’s demands continue to be ignored, it will be forced to resort to mass agitation.

Study of young exoplanets reveals 
years old, yet is too old to find signs of the planet-forming disk -- a mixture of gas and dust rotating a star

and from which planets can form. But around YSES-1b, the team observed a disk around the planet itself, thought
to feed material onto the planet and serve as the birthplace of moons -- similar to those seen around Jupiter, they
said. Only three other such disks have been identified to date, both around objects significantly younger than
YSES-1b, raising new questions as to how this disk could be so long-lived, the researchers said. (PTI)

India now world’s 4th largest
the 11th to the 4th largest economy in the world under the current regime. “We are set to reach the third po-

sition soon,” he added. Highlighting the government’s achievements, he said, “We now have powerful air de-
fence and armed forces. Around 84% of the population is connected with the Jal Jeevan Mission, compared to
just 3% earlier. In 2025-26, the agriculture budget has been increased fivefold. Over 11 crore farmers have
benefited from the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi, with total disbursals worth over ` 3.90 lakh crore. In Tripura,
2.83 lakh farmers received ` 843 crore.”

He also said that under the PM Fasal Bima Yojana, ` 1,750 crore was disbursed to farmers.  “Today, 34 km
of national highways are being constructed every day. We now have 136 Vande Bharat trains and 103 Amrit
Bharat railway stations”, he said. Nath asserted that due to the Digital India initiative, corruption has signifi-
cantly reduced. “India is now leading in milk production, cotton, and spices, while ranking second in paddy,
fish, eggs, and sugar production. Every village in the country is now electrified,” he added.
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 11: In a grand
celebration of rural women’s lead-
ership and their role in socio-eco-
nomic transformation, the
Bodoland Territorial Region
(BTR) Government successfully
conducted the BTR-Level Com-
munity Cadres Conference at the
Integrated Textile Park, Kharuajan,
Mushalpur, Baksa on Wednesday.
The event, organised under the
Assam State Rural Livelihoods
Mission (ASRLM), honoured the
dedication and contribution of
community cadres working at the
grassroots level across BTR.
The conference aimed to show-

case the power of grassroots lead-
ership in driving rural
development and building commu-
nity institutions. It witnessed the
enthusiastic participation of over
2,500 community cadres, VCDC
and TCLCC Chairpersons, Cluster
Level Federation (CLF) leaders,
and grassroots stakeholders from
across the region.
Minister for Panchayat & Rural

Development, Government of
Assam, Ranjit Kumar Dass, graced
the occasion as the Chief Guest. In
his address, he reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s commitment to empow-
ering rural women and
strengthening rural institutions to

drive inclusive growth.
Chief Executive Member

(CEM) of BTR, Pramod Boro, also
attended and addressed the gather-
ing. Applauding the unwavering
dedication of the community
cadres, he stated, “Our cadres are
the foundation of rural progress.
Their commitment is shaping a
self-reliant, peaceful, and inclusive
Bodoland.” He also acknowledged
the role of the BTR Development
Fellowship, co-administered by
The/Nudge Institute (TRIF), in
supporting effective governance
and programme delivery.
Several key dignitaries were

present at the event, including
Cabinet Minister Urkhao

Brahma, Executive Members
Rakesh Brahma, Wilson Hansda,
and Dr. Dharma Narayan Das, as
well as MCLAs Madhab Chan-
dra Chetry, Hemanta Rabha, and
Reo Reoa Narzihary. Akshdeep,
Principal Secretary of BTC,
along with the Director, P&RD,
BTC, Chief Operating Officer
(COO) of ASRLM, and other
district and block-level officials
were also in attendance.
The event also served as a plat-

form to highlight flagship schemes
of the BTC Government aimed at
uplifting rural women. These in-
clude the Lakhpati Abo, Mahila
Farmer Producer Companies,
Women-Friendly Farm Machinery,

and the Bodoland Pig Mission, in
alignment with ASRLM’s long-
term vision for rural development.
A key moment of the pro-

gramme was the ceremonial distri-
bution of field kits to selected
cadres, symbolising the adminis-
tration’s support for their critical
grassroots efforts. The government
assured that all community cadres
in BTR would receive the kits
through their respective block of-
fices in the coming days.
The event concluded with re-

newed energy and a collective
commitment to building a prosper-
ous, green, and inclusive Bodoland
powered by strong women leaders
and vibrant rural communities.

Community Cadres Conference held at Mushalpur

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, June 11: In a landmark de-
velopment aimed at enhancing sugar-
cane cultivation and production in
Assam, the Assam Agricultural Univer-
sity (AAU) on Wednesday signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Vasantdada Sugar In-
stitute (VSI), Pune, a premier institu-
tion in the field of sugarcane research.
The signing ceremony took place at the
AAU campus in Borbheta, Jorhat.
An AAU official stated that the col-

laboration with VSI—widely regarded
as a national leader in sugarcane inno-
vation and rural development—is ex-
pected to open up new research
avenues and provide technical ad-
vancements that will benefit sugarcane
farmers across Assam.
The signing ceremony was attended

by key officials and scientists from
both institutions. From AAU, present
at the event were Sanjay Kumar
Chetia, Director of Research (Agricul-
ture), Mrinal Saikia, Associate Director
of Research, Nilay Borah, Principal
Scientist, and Milon Jyoti Konwar, Sci-
entist. The team from the Sugarcane,
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants Re-
search Station (SMAPRS), Buralikson,

was led by TP Saikia, Chief Scientist,
and included Tridib Kr Borbora and Ju-
timala Phookan.
Representing VSI, Pune, were

Sambhaji Kadu Patil, Director General,
along with  AG Kadlag, Principal Sci-
entist, and Kapil V Sushir, Senior Sci-
entist.
The programme began with a wel-

come by TP Saikia, who outlined the
objectives of the collaboration. Dr.
Sanjay Kumar Chetia delivered the in-
troductory address, highlighting the
significance of institutional partner-
ships for regional agricultural advance-
ment.
Speaking on the occasion,  Sambhaji

Kadu Patil emphasized the transforma-

tive potential of artificial intelligence
(AI) in modern agriculture. He under-
scored how AI could optimize fertilizer
and irrigation practices, minimize pes-
ticide use, and determine the ideal har-
vesting period based on real-time
sucrose content—ultimately leading to
increased yield and quality of sugar-
cane crops.
In his address, Mrinal Saikia stressed

the importance of value addition
through effective utilization of sugar-
cane by-products, which could serve as
an alternate revenue stream for farm-
ers.
Meanwhile, AAU is also hosting the

34th Annual Group Meeting of the All
India Coordinated Research Project

(AICRP) on Biological Control of
Crop Pests, which began today and will
continue till June 12. The event is
jointly organized by the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research (ICAR)–Na-
tional Bureau of Agricultural Insect
Resources (NBAIR), Bengaluru, and
AAU.
A total of 88 scientists from across

India are participating in the national
conference. The inaugural ceremony
was graced by AAU Vice-Chancellor
Bidyut Chandan Deka as Chief Guest,
along with DK Yadava, Deputy Direc-
tor General (Crop Science), ICAR,
New Delhi, and Poonam Jasrotia, As-
sistant Director General (Plant Protec-
tion & Biosecurity), ICAR, New Delhi.
Sanjay Kumar Chetia delivered the

welcome address, while SN Sushil, Di-
rector of ICAR-NBAIR and Project
Coordinator of AICRP on Biological
Control of Crop Pests, presented the
2024–25 annual report highlighting
key achievements and future strategies
under the national project.
Both events mark significant mile-

stones for AAU as it intensifies efforts
in research-driven solutions for crop
improvement and sustainable farming
practices in Assam and beyond.

AAU signs MoU with VSI Pune to boost sugarcane research

Women’s SHGs receive financial grant-in-aid in Kokrajhar

New school timings
to combat rising 
temperatures

BTR celebrates grassroots leadershipEncroachers disrupt weekly 
market development at Hawaipur

Kushbu Kumari Agarwal brings laurels to
Margherita with 4th rank in BSc final exam

AJYCP submits 
memorandum to PM opposing

mega dams in Assam

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, June 11: Tensions
flared at Hawaipur in West Karbi
Anglong on June 7 when a group
of encroachers attempted to ob-
struct the construction of an office
for the Jirim Village Weekly Mar-
ket Management Committee. The
incident occurred while the Com-
mittee was initiating construction
work on land officially allotted for
the weekly bazaar.
Eyewitnesses reported that a

group of men and women, al-
legedly encroachers, surrounded
the construction site and tried to
stall the work, creating a tense at-
mosphere. However, timely inter-
vention by local police helped
defuse the situation, allowing the
Committee to resume and continue
with the construction peacefully.
According to the Karbi Anglong

Autonomous Council (KAAC), the
land allocated for the weekly
bazaar spans more than 10 bighas.
However, on-ground verification
by the Management Committee re-
vealed that a significant portion of
the land is currently under unau-
thorized occupation.
Bronson Kramsa, President of

the Weekly Bazaar Management
Committee, stated, “This market is
officially recognized and the cur-
rent Committee has been approved
by the concerned authority. Upon

checking with the Revenue Circle
Office, we confirmed that the allot-
ted land covers more than 10
bighas. But when we visited the
site, we found much of it has been
encroached upon.”
Kramsa further explained that

encroachers have built permanent
houses and structures, including
toilets, and have even planted
mango, areca nut, and coconut
trees on the market land. “The pop-
ulation in the area is growing, and
we need a proper market for the
convenience of the people. Instead,
the space for the market has shrunk
due to encroachments,” he added.
He called on the KAAC to take

necessary steps to evict the en-
croachers and reclaim the land,
emphasizing that the Management
Committee is not in a position to
carry out demolitions but will con-
tinue to inform the authorities. “We
welcome traders to do business
here, but the land must be pro-
tected for its intended use,”
Kramsa said.
He also pointed out that the

Jirim Weekly Market is over 50
years old and encroachments have
been occurring for more than two
decades. Kramsa made a direct ap-
peal to the Council to address the
issue without delay to safeguard
the market’s future and ensure
space for legitimate traders.

34th AICRP Meet on Biological Pest Control

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, June 11: The Asom
Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chatra Parishad
(AJYCP), Nagaon district commit-
tee, on Tuesday submitted a mem-
orandum to the Prime Minister of
India through the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Nagaon, registering
strong opposition to the construc-
tion of mega dams in Assam.
The student body has long main-

tained a firm stance against river
dams, expressing deep concern
over the environmental, cultural,
and human consequences of such
projects. The memorandum reiter-
ated that while AJYCP is not
against power generation or indus-
trial development, it firmly op-
poses projects that threaten the
lives and livelihoods of the people
of Assam.
Referring to the recent disasters

linked to the Ranganadi dam, the
AJYCP cited it as a clear example
of the dangers posed by dam-in-
duced floods and displacement.
The memorandum particularly
highlighted the proposed Lower
Subansiri hydropower project,
warning that its capacity—five
times greater than Ranganadi—
could pose a catastrophic threat to
downstream communities and the
ecological balance of the region.
“Such massive infrastructure,

without proper environmental and
social impact assessments, endan-
gers Assam’s age-old civilization
and its rich biodiversity,” the
AJYCP stated.
The memorandum submission

was attended by several central and
district-level leaders of the AJYCP,
including Debashirsh Das, Prabal
Sarma, Hemanta Das, Dibyajyoti
Hazarika, Dipankar Sarma, and
Kamal Laskar. Also present was
Anuradha Gohain, General Secre-
tary of the Jatiya Mohila Parishad,
Nagaon district.
AJYCP leaders called for alter-

native and sustainable approaches
to energy development, and urged
the government to prioritize the
voices and welfare of indigenous
communities affected by such
large-scale hydro projects.

HT correspondent
MARGHERITA, June 11: In a moment of
immense pride for Margherita, Kushbu Ku-
mari Agarwal, a brilliant and dedicated student
from Balukhad Ward No. 6 under the 83rd
Margherita Constituency, has brought glory to
her community by securing an impres-
sive 4th rank in her sixth-semester
B.Sc final examination under Dibru-
garh University. The announcement
of her remarkable achievement on
Tuesday sparked waves of celebra-
tion and admiration across the re-
gion.
Kushbu’s academic journey is noth-

ing short of inspiring. She began her ed-
ucation at VKV Bargolai, later excelling in her
Higher Secondary examination from Blue Bird
Senior Secondary School. With unwavering
determination, she went on to pursue a B.Sc
degree in Mathematics with honors at Digboi
College, affiliated to Dibrugarh University.
Her hard work and focus culminated in this ex-
traordinary academic milestone.
As the only daughter of Ramesh Agarwal, a

respected businessman from Margherita
Balukhad, Kushbu’s success is a testament to
her relentless efforts and the unwavering sup-
port of her parents. Her mother, Seema Devi

Agarwal, was moved to tears of joy, reflecting
the deep pride and emotion of this momentous
occasion.
The people of Margherita rallied in celebra-

tion, gathering in courtyards to honor their
shining star, whose achievement has become

a beacon of inspiration for the entire
community.

Kushbu Kumari Agarwal’s tri-
umph embodies the timeless truth
that hard work uncovers true gems.
Her focus, perseverance, and aca-
demic brilliance have earned her
widespread acclaim, with the entire
Margherita community showering her

with heartfelt praise and admiration.
This remarkable young woman has not only

made her family proud but has also etched her
name as a symbol of excellence and determi-
nation for generations to come. Speaking on
her achievement, Om Prakash Sah, a noted so-
cial worker of Balukhad, remarked, “The 83rd
Margherita Constituency under Tinsukia Dis-
trict has always been home to brilliant minds.
Many students from Balukhad area have made
a name for themselves by becoming doctors,
advocates, chartered accountants, company
secretaries, scientists, and professors. Kushbu
is the latest addition to that inspiring legacy.”

HT Bureau
DIPHU, June 11: The inaugural meeting
of the Chief Executive Member’s (CEM)
Media Cell under the Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council (KAAC) was convened
on Wednesday at the CEM’s conference
room.
The meeting was chaired by Miji Kro,

Private Secretary to the Chief Executive
Member, and focused on the significance,
functioning, and responsibilities of the
newly formed Media Cell. Discussions
were also held on improving the infra-
structure and operational framework of the
media cells to enhance communication

and outreach.
Present at the meeting were Gagan

Chandro Narzary, Deputy Director of the
Information and Public Relations Depart-
ment; Utpal Dimasa, District Information
and Public Relations Officer; and Bijay
Bey from the Information Technology De-
partment of KAAC, along with other staff
members associated with the cell.
The gathering emphasized collaborative

efforts to ensure the Media Cell functions
as an effective link between the Council
and the public, aiming to improve trans-
parency and public engagement across
Karbi Anglong.

First meeting of CEM’s 
Media Cell held in Diphu

HT Correspondent
HAFLONG, June 11: In light of
the rising temperatures and the on-
going heat wave affecting the dis-
trict, the North Cachar Hills
Autonomous Council (NCHAC)
has taken proactive measures to
prioritize the safety and well-being
of students. After careful consider-
ation, it has been decided to
reschedule the school timings for
various categories of educational
institutions—both Government
and Private—across the Dima
Hasao District.
The new timings for educational

institutions are as follows:
Lower Primary (L.P.) Schools:

7:30 AM to 11:55 AM
Middle English (M.E.) Schools:

7:30 AM to 12:45 PM
High and Higher Secondary

Schools: 7:30 AM to 1:15 PM
These revised timings will be ef-

fective immediately and will re-
main in force until further notice.
The decision, made with the ap-

proval of the competent authority,
aims to ensure that the educational
environment remains conducive
and safe for students amid the ex-
treme heat conditions.
Parents, teachers, and students

are urged to adhere to the new
schedule and to take necessary pre-
cautions during this period to safe-
guard health and minimize
exposure to the scorching heat.

Biswanath Farm machinery
moves towards litchi production

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALI, June
11: The North Eastern Farm Ma-
chinery Training and Testing Insti-
tute (NEMTI), Biswanath, under the
Government of India, has taken a
proactive step toward enhancing
litchi production in the region. In
collaboration with Tezpur Litchi
Bagan, the institute planted 100
high-quality litchi seedlings across
2.5 acres of land on Wednesday.
Of the total saplings, 20 are of the

Bombay variety, while 80 are of the
Bilati variety, informed P Kamal-
abai, Director of the institute. She
also noted that the initiative, aligned
with World Environment Day, will
contribute to the greening of the
area while simultaneously helping
boost government revenue.
Prior to this initiative, the institute

had been cultivating local litchi va-
rieties across 4 acres of land. The
new plantation represents a shift to-
ward improved commercial vari-
eties to enhance productivity and
income generation.
The programme witnessed the

participation of institute officials,
staff members, and engineering stu-
dents from various colleges and uni-
versities across India. 

IPR(BTC)/C/2025-26/785

IPR(BTC)/C/2025-26/782

IPR(BTC)/C/2025-26/788

It is hereby informed to
the concerned that spot
auction sale of timber will
be held on 16/06/2025 at
the Range office, Western
Range, Borlangpher dur-
ing office hours. The in-
terested bidders are

requested to be present on
the day of auction sale as

mentioned above.
Sd/-

P Rongpi ACF
i/c Western Range, 
Borlangpher

AUCTION NOTICE
HT Correspondent

JORHAT, June 11: The latest version of the iconic As-
samese song ‘Mon Hira Doi’ from the newly released movie
‘Bhaimonda’ was formally launched at a brief ceremony held
at a hotel here on Tuesday night. The beloved track, which
originally featured in the classic Assamese film ‘Bowari’,
rose to immense popularity decades ago with veteran actor
late Biju Phukan performing the song onscreen. The reimag-
ined version has now been included in ‘Bhaimonda’, a biog-
raphical film based on the life of the late Munin Barua, a
revered figure in the Assamese film industry. Munin Barua
had penned the script of ‘Bowari’, which became a block-
buster hit upon its release, setting the stage for many more
successful films from the renowned filmmaker in the years
that followed. In the biopic, ‘Mon Hira Doi’ appears as the
fourth track and has stirred a wave of nostalgia among those
who fondly remember the original movie.

‘Mon Hira Doi’ latest version released

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, June 11: A ceremo-
nial grant-in-aid distribution pro-
gramme under the State-Owned
Priority Development (SOPD) scheme
was held on Wednesday at the District
Agriculture Office, Kokrajhar, benefit-
ing women’s Self Help Groups (SHGs)
across the district.

The event, organised by the Agricul-
ture Department, Kokrajhar, aimed to
extend financial support to SHGs func-
tioning in the Bodoland Territorial Re-
gion (BTR) to boost agricultural
productivity and promote rural entre-
preneurship.
BTC MCLA and Chairman of the

BTC Agriculture Department, Joy

Muchahary, attended the event as the
chief guest and distributed the cheques
to SHG representatives in the presence
of senior officials and dignitaries.
A total of 135 SHGs in Kokrajhar

district received Rs 20,000 cheques
each. In total, 500 SHGs across the five
BTR districts are being supported
through this initiative, which seeks to
empower women and enhance eco-
nomic self-reliance at the grassroots
level.
Speaking on the occasion, Joy

Muchahary highlighted that this initia-
tive is part of a larger mission of the
Pramod Boro-led BTR government to
promote sustainable agriculture and
foster inclusive rural development. He
emphasized the role of women in trans-
forming the rural economy through ac-
tive engagement in agricultural
activities and entrepreneurship.
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The Neo-Vaishnavism move-
ment, which emerged in
Assam during the 15th and

16th centuries, played a transfor-
mative role in reshaping the socio-
religious landscape of the region.
At the heart of this cultural and
spiritual resurgence were two tow-
ering figures—Srimanta
Sankardev, the founder of the
movement, and his most illustrious
disciple, Madhavdeva. While
Sankardev laid the foundation of
the Neo-Vaishnavite faith, it was
Madhavdeva who upheld and ex-
panded this tradition with remark-
able devotion, poetic brilliance, and
organizational acumen. His unwa-
vering commitment, theological
contributions, and literary excel-
lence helped solidify the move-
ment’s position as a major force in
the spiritual and cultural life of
Assam.
Madhavdeva was born in 1489

in the Lakhimpur district of Assam,
in a society rife with religious or-
thodoxy, caste divisions, and ritu-
alistic practices. Initially, he was a
follower of the Shakta tradition, a
faith that focused on the worship of
the goddess and involved elaborate
rituals and sacrifices. However, his
life underwent a profound transfor-
mation when he came into contact
with Srimanta Sankardev. Their
meeting at the Belguri Satra is
often regarded as a spiritual turning
point, not only in Madhavdeva’s
life but also in the broader journey
of the Neo-Vaishnavism move-
ment. Initially resistant to
Sankardev’s ideas, Madhavdeva
was deeply moved by Sankardev’s
teachings, particularly his emphasis
on Eka Sharana Nama Dharma—
the path of devotion to one God,
Vishnu (specifically Krishna),
through chanting and singing his
name. This encounter led Mad-
havdeva to renounce his former be-
liefs and wholeheartedly embrace
the Neo-Vaishnavite path.

Madhavdeva’s loyalty to
Sankardev and his teachings was
unwavering. He became not only
Sankardev’s closest disciple but
also his most trusted lieutenant,
spiritual successor, and ideological
companion. His role in the move-
ment was multifaceted—he was a
theologian, poet, composer,
preacher, and organizer. After
Sankardev’s death in 1568, it was
Madhavdeva who took on the man-
tle of leadership, guiding the com-
munity through a period of
consolidation and expansion.
One of Madhavdeva’s most sig-

nificant contributions to the Neo-
Vaishnavism movement was his
literary output. Like his guru, he
believed that religious instruction
should be accessible to the masses,
and to achieve this, he wrote exten-
sively in the vernacular Assamese
language. His magnum opus, the
Naam Ghosa, remains a corner-
stone of Neo-Vaishnavite literature.
Composed in simple yet evocative
language, the Naam Ghosa is
a collection of verses that
extol the virtues of chanting
the name of God. It serves
both as a devotional guide and
a theological treatise, emphasizing
the power of bhakti (devotion) over
rituals, caste, and dogma. The work
is widely recited in households and
satras (monastic centers) and has
significantly shaped the religious
consciousness of Assamese society.
Madhavdeva also composed nu-

merous borgeets—a unique form of
devotional songs characterized by
their lyrical beauty and spiritual
depth. These songs, which follow
specific ragas, are integral to the re-
ligious and cultural practices of
Neo-Vaishnavism. They are sung
in satras and namghars (community
prayer halls) as a means of invok-
ing divine presence and fostering a
sense of spiritual community. His
borgeets, along with those com-
posed by Sankardev, form the mu-

sical backbone of the movement
and are revered for their emotional
intensity and theological clarity.
In addition to his literary and

musical contributions, Mad-
havdeva played a critical role in in-
stitutionalizing the
Neo-Vaishnavite movement. He
was instrumental in establishing
satras, which served not only as
centers of religious instruction and
practice but also as hubs of cultural
education and social reform. These
satras became instrumental in
spreading the Neo-Vaishnavite
faith across Assam and beyond.
Under Madhavdeva’s leadership,
the satras flourished as egalitarian
institutions that welcomed people
from diverse social backgrounds,
challenging the rigid caste hierar-
chies that had long dominated In-
dian society. Through these
institutions, Madhavdeva empha-
sized the values of humility, com-
munity service, and devotion,
thereby making religion a unifying

rather than a divisive force.
Madhavdeva was also known for

his steadfast commitment to the
spiritual discipline and moral prin-
ciples of Neo-Vaishnavism. He
lived a life of simplicity and
celibacy, serving as a model for his
followers. His personal integrity,
humility, and devotion earned him
immense respect and helped in
consolidating the movement during
a time when it faced opposition
from orthodox religious authorities
and political forces. He ensured
that the teachings of Sankardev
were preserved and disseminated
with accuracy and reverence, safe-
guarding the core tenets of the
movement against dilution or dis-
tortion.
An important aspect of Mad-

havdeva’s leadership was his abil-
ity to maintain unity within the
Neo-Vaishnavite community. After
the passing of Sankardev, there was
potential for fragmentation, as dif-
ferent followers could have
claimed leadership or interpreted
the teachings in divergent ways.
However, Madhavdeva’s moral au-
thority, intellectual clarity, and or-
ganizational skills helped prevent
schisms and maintained doctrinal
unity. He appointed capable disci-
ples to oversee the functioning of
various satras and ensured a struc-
tured transmission of the faith’s
principles. This system of disciple-
ship and community leadership
later evolved into a robust institu-
tional framework that ensured the
longevity and continuity of the
movement.
Madhavdeva’s contribution was

not limited to religious teachings;
he was deeply involved in shaping
the cultural identity of Assam.
Through his writings, music, and
the establishment of socio-reli-
gious institutions, he laid the
foundation for a shared As-
samese culture that transcended
ethnic and linguistic differences.

His use of the Assamese language
as the medium for religious ex-
pression helped standardize and
enrich it, laying the groundwork
for a distinct literary tradition. In
this sense, Madhavdeva was both
a spiritual guide and a cultural ar-
chitect whose influence is felt to
this day.
Despite his immense contribu-

tions, Madhavdeva never sought
personal glory or recognition. He
always considered himself a ser-
vant of God and a disciple of
Sankardev. His humility and dedi-
cation earned him the reverence of
his followers, who saw in him the
embodiment of the very ideals he
preached. His legacy is enshrined
not just in texts and temples but in
the daily lives of countless devo-

tees who continue to follow the
path he illuminated.
Madhavdeva passed away in

1596, but his influence has endured
for over four centuries. The satras
he helped establish continue to
function as centers of religious and
cultural activity, and the literary
and musical traditions he nurtured
remain vibrant. His teachings have
shaped the moral and spiritual
compass of generations and con-
tinue to inspire people to lead lives
of devotion, compassion, and in-
tegrity.
In contemporary Assam, Mad-

havdeva is remembered not only as
a religious reformer but also as a
symbol of unity, tolerance, and cul-
tural pride. His life and work serve
as a powerful reminder of the trans-
formative potential of faith when
combined with compassion, inclu-
sivity, and a commitment to social
justice. As the world grapples with
increasing divisions and spiritual
uncertainties, Madhavdeva’s mes-
sage of universal brotherhood, de-
votion to a single deity, and
rejection of ritualistic orthodoxy re-
mains as relevant as ever.
In conclusion, Madhavdeva’s

role in the Neo-Vaishnavism move-
ment was foundational and far-
reaching. As the foremost disciple
of Srimanta Sankardev, he not only
preserved his guru’s vision but also
expanded and institutionalized it,
ensuring its transmission across
generations. His literary brilliance,
musical genius, organizational
skill, and moral authority made him
a central figure in Assam’s reli-
gious and cultural history. Through
his tireless efforts, Neo-Vaishnav-
ism emerged as a powerful force
for spiritual awakening, social re-
form, and cultural renaissance—a
legacy that continues to illuminate
the path of countless seekers to this
day. (The author can be reached
at himangshur1989@gmail.com
or 9954812261, 9864000260)

Madhavdeva’s role in the
Neo-Vaishnavism movement
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist

-Indira Gandhi

The United Kingdom’s Strategic Defence Review (SDR), pub-
lished on June 2 this year offers an ambitious vision for the
British Armed Forces. It reiterates a focus on a ‘NATO First’ pol-

icy, amid what Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer calls in the document
a ‘new era for defence and security’. The latest war preparedness, to
fight any future war in Europe or elsewhere has been proposed in the
Strategic Defence Review (SDR), 2025. The SDR proposes to build as
many as a dozen new nuclear-powered attack submarines, get the
British Army ready to fight a war in Europe and become “a battle-ready,
armour-clad nation,” Prime Minister Keir Starmer vowed on Monday.
Starmer said Britain “cannot ignore the threat that Russia poses” as he
pledged to undertake the most sweeping changes to Britain’s defences
since the collapse of the Soviet Union more than three decades ago.
The government announced its plans for the military in response to a
strategic defence review commissioned by Starmer and led by George
Robertson, a former UK defence secretary and NATO secretary general.
It was the first such review since 2021, and it landed in a world shaken
and transformed by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine — and by the re-elec-
tion of Donald Trump last year. Starmer’s centre-left Labour Party gov-
ernment has said it will accept all 62 recommendations made in the
review, aiming to help the UK confront growing threats on land, air,
sea, and cyberspace.
Starmer used the launch of the review to commit to building “up to”

12 new conventionally armed, nuclear-powered submarines to replace
Britain’s seven-strong Astute class from the end of the next decade on-
wards. However, the review says the Royal Navy “must continue to
move towards a more powerful but cheaper and simpler fleet”. It en-
visages the navy playing a new role in securing the UK’s critical un-
dersea infrastructure and maritime traffic. Its transformation should
include use of unmanned technology across the board, including a “hy-
brid” aircraft carrier air-wing with both crewed aircraft and drones. The
army must deliver “tenfold increase in lethality” at the same time as re-
equipping and modernising after much of its kit, including Challenger
2 tanks and ammunition, have been given to Ukraine. A new “digital
war fighter group” – using AI and drones – should be established by
July 2026. While the UK is “already under daily attack” in cyberspace,
the review warns that cyber-threats will become harder to mitigate as
AI and other technology evolves.
The formation of a new “cyber and electromagnetic command” to

oversee cyber-operations was announced last week by the British Min-
istry of Defence (MoD). That new command must be filled by civilians
and reserves, given that greater expertise exists in the civilian sector,
according to the review. While the review says the UK has access to
world-class intelligence capabilities, they are “underpowered and frag-
mented” within defence intelligence, part of the MoD, and there should
be a new unit to protect the military from hostile spy services. Essen-
tially, the SDR is designed to send a message to both Moscow, and to
President Trump in Washington that Europe is heeding his demand for
NATO members to spend more on their own defence.

Britain to revamp its defence

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan 

By: Satyabrat Borah 

Madhavdev, a towering figure in Assamese history, left
an indelible mark on the region’s literature, culture
and religious life. Born in 1489 at Letekupukhuri,

near Narayanpur in Lakhimpur district, Madhavdev is cele-
brated as the principal disciple and true successor of the great
saint and reformer, Srimanta Sankardev. His multifaceted con-
tributions to the spiritual, literary and social fabric of Assam
continue to inspire generations. As a key proponent of the
Neo-Vaishnavite movement, Madhavdev played a pivotal role
in spreading the message of devotion, unity and cultural re-
vival, shaping the identity of the Assamese people in profound
ways. His life’s work, encompassing devotional literature,
music, drama and religious propagation, remains a cornerstone
of Assam’s heritage.
In the early years of his life, Madhavdev was a follower of

the Shakta tradition, worshipping the goddess Shakti. How-
ever, his transformative journey began when he met
Sankardev, whose teachings of Ekasarana Naam Dharma, a
monotheistic form of Vaishnavism, deeply influenced him.
This encounter marked a turning point, leading Madhavdev to
dedicate his life to the path of devotion and the propagation
of his guru’s ideals. The bond between Sankardev and Mad-
havdev, often described as a perfect
union of mentor and disciple, strength-
ened the Neo-Vaishnavite movement,
bringing a spiritual awakening to
Assam. Madhavdev’s unwavering de-
votion to his guru was remarkable and
through this loyalty, he carried forward
Sankardev’s vision, making it accessi-
ble to the masses and laying the foun-
dation for a culturally and spiritually
rich society.
Madhavdev’s literary contributions

are among his most enduring legacies,
enriching Assamese literature with
works of profound spiritual and artistic
value. His masterpiece, the “Naam
Ghosa”, stands as a testament to his lit-
erary genius and devotional fervor.
This monumental work, often called
the Thousand Verses, contains 1,000 stanzas, of which approx-
imately 400 are his original compositions, while the rest are
translations and adaptations from various Puranas and scrip-
tures. Written in a simple yet melodious style, the “Naam
Ghosa” extols the glory of Lord Krishna, emphasizes devotion
to the guru and advocates humility and surrender to God. Its
language is accessible, allowing ordinary people to connect
with its spiritual essence. The “Naam Ghosa” has become an
invaluable treasure in Assamese culture, widely revered and
recited in religious gatherings, serving as a bridge between
complex theological concepts and the common devotee.
Another significant work by Madhavdev is the “Bhakti Rat-

navali”, a text that explores the essence and dimensions of de-
votion. Drawing from various scriptures, this work highlights
the importance of Bhakti (devotion) as a means to attain spir-
itual liberation. Madhavdev’s ability to distill profound philo-
sophical ideas into accessible writings made him a beloved
figure among the masses. His literary repertoire also includes
157 Borgeets, devotional songs that are a cornerstone of As-
samese music and culture. These songs, steeped in the “Bat-
salya Ras” (the sentiment of parental love), vividly portray the
childhood exploits of Lord Krishna and the tender affection
of his mother, Yashoda. The Borgeets are characterized by
their lyrical beauty, simplicity and deep emotional resonance,
captivating listeners and evoking a sense of devotion and love.
Through these songs, Madhavdev brought the divine qualities
of Krishna closer to the people, enriching Assamese culture
with a unique musical tradition that continues to thrive.
Madhavdev’s contributions to the dramatic arts further

highlight his versatility and creativity. He authored “Arjun
Bhanjan”, a full-fledged play based on episodes from the tenth
canto of the “Bhagavata Purana”, showcasing his skill in
weaving narrative and devotion into theatrical form. Addition-
ally, he composed shorter dramatic works known as “Jhu-
muras”, such as “Chordhara”, “Pimpara Guchowa”, “Bhojan
Behar”, and “Bhumi Letowa”. These compositions laid the
groundwork for Assamese drama, blending entertainment with
moral and spiritual teachings. At the behest of Sankardev,

Madhavdev also translated the ‘Adi Kanda” of Valmiki’s “Ra-
mayana”into Assamese, further enriching the region’s literary
landscape. His final work, “Naam Malika”, is a collection of
verses that glorify divine names, drawing from various Pu-
ranas and scriptures. This text reflects his signature style which
is simple, profound, and steeped in devotion making it a fitting
capstone to his literary career.
Madhavdev’s contributions to the religious sphere were

equally transformative. Following Sankardev’s passing in
1568, Madhavdev took up the mantle of leadership, tirelessly
working to spread the tenets of Ekasarana Naam Dharma. He
established key institutions like the Barpeta Satra and Sun-
daridiya Satra, which became centers of religious, cultural,
and social activities. These satras (monastic institutions)
played a crucial role in fostering devotion, education, and
community welfare, serving as hubs for spiritual discourse and
cultural expression. Madhavdev’s vision extended beyond
spirituality; he encouraged his disciples to pursue agriculture,
trade, and other vocations, promoting self-reliance and eco-
nomic stability. His efforts helped integrate spiritual values
with practical living, laying the foundation for a balanced and
progressive society. Madhavdev spent his final years in the
kingdom of Koch king Lakshminarayan at Bheladuar, where
he attained Mahaprayan (passed away) in 1596, leaving be-

hind a legacy that continues to guide
Assamese society.
Madhavdev’s influence tran-

scended the realms of literature and re-
ligion, sparking a cultural renaissance
in Assam. His Borgeets, Bhattimas
(devotional verses), and dramatic
works introduced new dimensions to
Assamese culture, blending art, music,
and spirituality. These creations re-
flected the ethos of contemporary so-
ciety, capturing the tenderness of
Yashoda’s love, the playfulness of Kr-
ishna’s childhood, and the depth of de-
votional sentiment. The cultural
impact of his works endures, with
Borgeets still sung in satras, homes,
and festivals, and his dramas inspiring
modern Assamese theatre. Mad-

havdev’s ability to connect with the common people through
his art and teachings fostered a sense of unity and identity,
strengthening the cultural fabric of Assam.
The social reforms initiated by Madhavdev also deserve

recognition. By promoting self-sufficiency and community
welfare through the satras, he addressed the practical needs of
society while nurturing spiritual growth. His emphasis on
equality, devotion, and humility challenged rigid social hier-
archies and superstitions prevalent at the time, aligning with
Sankardev’s vision of a harmonious and inclusive society.
Madhavdev’s teachings encouraged individuals to lead ethical
lives, grounded in devotion to God and service to humanity.
His approach bridged the gap between the spiritual and the
mundane, making religion a lived experience rather than a dis-
tant ideal.
Madhavdev’s life and works remain a boundless source of

inspiration for the Assamese people. His unwavering devotion
to his guru, Sankardev, exemplified the ideals of loyalty and
dedication, while his literary and cultural creations enriched
Assam’s heritage. The Naam Ghosa, Borgeets, and other
works continue to resonate, guiding devotees and artists alike.
His establishment of satras and promotion of self-reliance laid
the groundwork for a resilient and culturally vibrant society.
Madhavdev’s philosophy, blending devotion, humility, and
creativity, offers timeless lessons for future generations.
Madhavdev’s contributions to Assamese literature, culture,

and religion are unparalleled. His writings, from the soul-stir-
ring Naam Ghosa to the melodious Borgeets, elevated As-
samese literature to new heights, while his efforts in religious
propagation strengthened the Neo-Vaishnavite movement. His
dramatic works and translations expanded the scope of As-
samese art, and his social initiatives fostered unity and
progress. Madhavdev’s legacy is an integral part of Assam’s
identity, a shining beacon that illuminates the path of devotion,
creativity, and cultural pride. His life’s work continues to in-
spire, ensuring that his light shines brightly in the hearts of the
Assamese people, guiding them toward a future rooted in their
rich heritage.

Madhavdev: The light of Assamese devotion
(... continued from last edition)

By: Diganta Barooah 

Measures to Have Access to Democracy :
Democracy in India faces more serious

challenges and needs to have more concern.
Civil society needs to take serious steps with
the government to better the prevailing con-
dition. Poverty, lack of education and social
exclusion in general reduce access to democ-
racy. 
Equal Quality Education for All  :
Democracy is obviously based on the idea

of equality and the significance and the ne-
cessity of education for efficient functioning
of democracy. This was appreciated by the
framers of the Indian Constitution. There is
no equal qualitative education for all in India.
Whatever the efforts are there to improve the
quality and quantity of education to realize
the constitutional mandate that free and com-
pulsory education to all the children up to the
fourteen years of age. The National Policy on
Education 1986, a National Literacy Mission
1988 under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and Right
to Education Act, 2009 are not sufficient and
efficient. In addition to that Saakshar Bharat
2009 aims at developing functional literacy
and numeracy in the age group of fifteen and
above to enable them to put their signature
and to consider them under literacy group. In
reality,  it is not making them learn beyond
basic literacy and acquire equivalence to for-
mal educational system. Finally, though the
literacy rate has risen to 74.04 per cent ac-
cording to 2011 Census and the Right to Ed-
ucation is provided as a fundamental  right,
the situation is not much better than earlier.
If the children have access to good and qual-
itative education throughout the country uni-
formly, the problem of education will be
solved to a large extent. It is possible only
with the nationalization of education in India.
In India right from the voters to the people's
representatives, most of them lack basic ed-
ucation and are less educated. Less educated
and ignorant representatives of the people are
governing the educated and the intellectual
class. So naturally there's misgovernance in
most part of our country. 
Simultaneous Elections, popularly known

as One Nation One Election, mean holding
elections for all the State Legislative Assem-
blies, House of the People, and local bodies
(Municipalities and Panchayats) simultane-
ously throughout the country. 
Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of

States and House of the People were held si-
multaneously in India from 1951-52 to 1967.
This cycle broke, and currently, elections are
held every year and sometimes even within a
year at different times, which results in mas-
sive government expenditures, diversion of
security forces and electoral officers engaged
in elections from their primary duties for pro-
longed periods, disruption in developmental
work due to the application of the Model
Code of Conduct, etc.
Thus, the Law Commission of India ob-

served in its 170th Report on Reforms of the
Electoral Laws that the government should
consider the situation where the Lok Sabha
and all the Legislative Assemblies elections
are held at once, i.e. One Nation One Elec-
tion. 
Under the One Nation One Election, elec-

tions will be held only once every five years
for both the Lok Sabha and all the Legislative
Assemblies throughout the country.

The first step in making One Nation One
Election work is to conduct simultaneous
elections for the State Legislative Assemblies
and the House of the People. For this, there
is no requirement for the ratification by the
states of constitutional amendments. 
The second step will be to synchronise

elections of the Panchayats and Municipali-
ties with the State Legislative Assemblies and
the House of the People in such a way that
Panchayats and Municipalities elections are
held within 100 days of holding elections to
the House of the People and the State Leg-
islative Assemblies. For this to happen, not
less than one-half of the States have to do rat-
ification. 
Challenges to One Nation One Election :
There are several challenges in implement-

ing the One Nation One Election in India.
Challenges may arise in syncing and shuf-
fling electoral cycles, constraints in financial,
logistical, conceptual, legal and constitutional
aspects, considering the size of the country
and the vast cultural and topographical dif-
ferences between regions. 
It is not possible to implement One Nation

One Election in India without an amendment
to the Constitution, and this amendment
should be ratified by the governments of all
states and union territories, possibly even
major political parties. 
The biggest challenge of One Nation One

Election is syncing the terms of the different
state legislative assemblies with those of Lok
Sabha.
Another big challenge arises when a state

or even the central government fails a no-
confidence motion or is dissolved before its
term ends. In such a situation, it is not possi-
ble to ask all other states to hold fresh elec-
tions.
Benefits of One Nation One Election :
# Simultaneous Elections ensure conven-

ience and ease for voters, avoid voter fatigue,
and facilitate a higher voter turnout. 
# One Nation One Election would bring

about greater certainty in policies. Frequent
elections create an environment of uncer-
tainty and these can affect policy decisions.
# Synchronising elections would result in

higher economic stability and growth, en-
abling businesses to make decisions without
fear of adverse policy changes. 
When elections are conducted at all three

tiers of the government together, it will avoid
disruption of production and supply chain cy-
cles since it will prevent migrant workers
from seeking leave of absence to cast their
vote. 
# One Nation One Election prevents policy

paralysis and enhances focus on governance.
# Simultaneous Elections would reduce the

government exchequer’s financial burden as
it avoids duplication of expenditure on inter-
mittent elections. 
# Implementing One Nation One Election

would result in optimised use of scarce re-
sources, increased capital investment and
asset creation. 
# The One Nation One Election synchro-

nises electoral calendars, which would ensure
the availability of more time for governance
and unhindered public service delivery to cit-
izens. 
# One Nation One Election would reduce

election-related disputes and offences, thus
reducing the burden on courts. 
One Nation One Election would avoid du-

plication of efforts and save time and energy
of political workers, government officials and

security forces.
# One Nation One Election would mitigate

social disharmony and conflict often ob-
served during elections since elections are
held once every five years.
Disadvantages of One Nation One Elec-

tion :
# In situations like midterm polls or the

President’s rule, if a party fails to get a ma-
jority, there is no clarity on how to deal with
it when the One Nation One Election concept
is implemented. 
# Conducting Simultaneous Elections may

hamper the prospects of regional political
parties since they may not be able to highlight
local issues prominently. They may not be
able to compete with national parties in terms
of money and election strategies.
# The One Nation One Election can only

be implemented after making changes in the
Constitution and following other legal frame-
works. To implement One Nation One Elec-
tion a constitutional amendment is needed
and it must be ratified by the state assemblies. 
# In the One Nation One Election, regional

issues may be overshadowed by national is-
sues, affecting the state-level electoral out-
come. 
# Regional political parties have limited re-

sources, which means they may not be able
to highlight local issues to voters in the face
of better-funded parties campaigning for the
Lok Sabha elections.
The One Nation One Election is a con-

cept in which simultaneous elections are
conducted for the Lok Sabha and state as-
semblies throughout the country. Here,
elections of the Panchayats and Municipal-
ities are synchronised with the State Leg-
islative Assemblies, and voting occurs
concurrently.
India has a thriving civil society and media

that can rival those in so-called full democ-
racies. Citizens are right to point a finger to-
wards the imperfect functioning of the organs
of State. These act as countervailing pres-
sures. In particular, one should mention the
Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR),
and PRS Legislative Research. Such exer-
cises improve transparency and accountabil-
ity and their focus has been on the
functioning of Parliament. There is relatively
less scrutiny of executive and judiciary since
they are not elected.
While the criticisms are in order, two

points need to be mentioned. First, India, like
many other countries, is an indirect and rep-
resentative democracy. If one undermines
faith in the institutions of governance, that
undermines democracy, rather than strength-
ening it. Second, other than pointing a finger
outwards, there is also the question of point-
ing inwards, at the extent to which individu-
als and enterprises help build democracy
within their own ambits. After all, the Pream-
ble to the Constitution begins with the words,
“We the People”.
Indeed, we the People have built democ-

racy in India for thousands of years. Per se,
that democracy is good and an end in itself.
The pursuit of that democracy, and its perfec-
tion, is one pursuit of progress. The imper-
fections can be described as “bad”. But for
most Indians, democracy is non-negotiable.
(The author is the Assistant Development
Officer, Transformation and Development
Department, Government of Assam. He can
be reached at 7002699011 or
digantaraju@gmail.com and digantaba-
rooah@yahoo.com)
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Guwahati’s battle with India’s urban flood crisis
By: Dipak Kurmi

The recurring specter of urban flooding has
become an all-too-familiar ordeal for
India’s major cities—Mumbai, Delhi,

Kolkata, Hyderabad, and Guwahati—where tor-
rential rains transform bustling streets into impass-
able waterways. This escalating crisis, evident in
recent years, stems from a confluence of factors:
outdated and inefficient drainage systems, ram-
pant urbanization, and the intensifying impacts of
climate change. Historically, urban planners de-
signed drainage networks to channel stormwater
from rooftops, streets, and roads into natural water
bodies, aiming to prevent inundation. However,
these systems, often engineered for rainfall ex-
pected once every two years, are increasingly
overwhelmed by modern storms of unprecedented
magnitude. Compounding this, the concretization
of urban landscapes, clogged drains, and the inte-
gration of sewage into stormwater systems have
strained infrastructure beyond its limits. In cities
like Guwahati, where topographic challenges ex-
acerbate flooding, the consequences are particu-
larly severe. As climate change amplifies the
intensity of rainstorms, India’s urban centers face
a pressing need for innovative, scientific solutions
to mitigate flooding and adapt to a rapidly chang-
ing environment.

Urban drainage systems were originally de-
signed with careful consideration of land use and
rainfall patterns. The volume of stormwater runoff
depends heavily on how land is utilized—open,
permeable surfaces like parks absorb water, while
paved areas generate significantly more runoff.
Traditionally, Indian cities boasted substantial
green spaces capable of absorbing considerable
runoff, but rapid urbanization has transformed
these landscapes. Over decades, cities have, either
by design or through illegal encroachments, paved
over vast areas, reducing natural absorption capac-
ity. This concretization, coupled with population
growth and changing land use, has increased
stormwater volumes far beyond what aging
drainage systems were built to handle. In Guwa-
hati, for instance, the loss of wetlands and hillsides
to urban sprawl has drastically reduced natural
drainage, exacerbating flooding in low-lying areas
like Anil Nagar and Zoo Road. The city’s drainage
network, designed decades ago, struggles to cope
with the increased runoff from these impermeable
surfaces, leading to frequent inundation during the
monsoon season.

The capacity of a drainage system is determined
not only by expected rainfall but also by the size
of its catchment area—the land from which runoff
flows into drains. Larger catchment areas produce
greater volumes of stormwater, necessitating
wider, deeper drains to prevent overflow. As water
moves through a network of smaller drains into
larger ones, the flow rate and volume increase, re-
quiring progressively larger cross-sections. In
cities with complex topography, such as Guwa-
hati, where hills and low-lying areas coexist, grav-
ity alone is often insufficient to evacuate
stormwater, particularly in underpasses or flood-
prone zones like Dispur. Here, pumps are essential
to move water, but their deployment requires sci-
entific precision. Guwahati’s drainage challenges
are compounded by its location on the Brahmapu-
tra River’s floodplains, where heavy monsoon
rains and river overflow combine to overwhelm
infrastructure. A 2023 report by the Assam State

Disaster Management Authority noted that 60%
of Guwahati’s drains are either undersized or
clogged, reducing their capacity by up to 40%.

Clogging is a pervasive issue across Indian
cities. Drains accumulate silt and solid waste, in-
cluding plastics and debris, which diminish their
carrying capacity. In Delhi, stormwater drains
often double as conduits for sewage due to poorly
managed sewerage systems and the exclusion of
some areas from municipal networks. This dual
burden clogs drains further, as organic waste and
sediment settle, impeding water flow. In Guwa-
hati, the Bharalu River, a primary drainage chan-
nel, is choked with sewage and garbage, rendering
it a stagnant health hazard rather than an effective
conduit. Desilting, a critical maintenance task, is
often neglected or inadequately performed. Many
drains, particularly in older urban areas, are per-
manently covered, making cleaning nearly impos-
sible without significant retrofitting. The 2015
Manual on Stormwater Drainage Systems, devel-
oped for the Ministry of Housing and Urban Af-
fairs, recommended regular desilting and access
points for maintenance, yet implementation re-
mains inconsistent. In Guwahati, a 2024 civic
audit revealed that only 30% of drains were de-
silted before the monsoon, leaving the city vulner-
able to flooding.

Climate change has dramatically intensified
these challenges. Over the past two decades, India
has experienced rainstorms of greater magnitude
and intensity, driven by shifting weather patterns.
The 2015 manual advised cities to design drainage
systems for a one-in-five-year return period to ac-
count for climate variability, but recent storms
have exceeded even these projections. Mumbai’s
2005 deluge, which dumped 944 mm of rain in 24
hours, and Chennai’s 2015 floods, with 345 mm
in a single day, highlight the inadequacy of exist-
ing infrastructure. In Guwahati, a single day in
June 2024 saw 214 mm of rain, paralyzing the city
and flooding key areas like GS Road. These ex-
treme events overwhelm drains designed for lower
rainfall thresholds, rendering them ineffective.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) projects that South Asia will face a 20%
increase in extreme precipitation events by 2050,
necessitating urgent upgrades to urban drainage
systems.

Scientific tools offer a path forward. A simula-
tion framework on a Geographic Information Sys-

tem (GIS) platform, piloted for the Government
of Delhi, models runoff movement and adapts
drainage systems to changes in population, land
use, and rainfall patterns. This framework identi-
fies flood-prone areas and optimizes drain design,
offering a blueprint for cities like Guwahati, where
haphazard urban planning has exacerbated flood-
ing. For instance, Guwahati’s rapid expansion into
hilly areas has increased runoff into low-lying
zones, yet the city lacks a comprehensive drainage
master plan. A 2025 study by IIT Guwahati pro-
posed a GIS-based model to integrate real-time
rainfall data with topographic analysis, potentially
reducing flood impacts by 25%. Such tools, how-
ever, require consistent investment and political
will, both of which have been lacking.

Mitigating urban flooding demands a multifac-
eted approach. Enhancing groundwater recharge
through permeable pavements and green spaces
can reduce runoff volumes. Rejuvenating water
bodies, such as Guwahati’s Deepor Beel, a Ram-
sar wetland encroached by urban development, is
critical. Cities like Singapore have implemented
rooftop gardens to retain rainwater, a strategy In-
dian cities could adopt. Underground storage sys-
tems, such as tanks or detention basins, can
temporarily hold excess water, easing pressure on
drains. In Japan, massive stormwater tunnels di-
vert runoff to rivers, though their high cost—often
billions of dollars—poses challenges for India.
Guwahati’s 2024 budget allocated ₹200 crore for
drainage upgrades, including new culverts and
pumps, but experts argue this is insufficient for a
city of 1.2 million facing annual floods. Commu-
nity-led initiatives, stricter regulations on en-
croachments, and advanced planning are essential
to transform India’s urban centers into resilient,
flood-resistant metropolises.

The impacts of urban flooding are profound,
disrupting daily life, economies, and ecosystems.
In cities like Mumbai and Delhi, inundated streets
halt transportation, stranding commuters and de-
laying essential services. Guwahati’s 2024 floods,
for instance, paralyzed key commercial hubs like
GS Road, with businesses reporting losses in the
crores. Property damage, particularly in low-in-
come areas, exacerbates economic inequality, as
residents struggle to recover. Health risks are
equally dire: stagnant floodwater breeds mosqui-
toes, increasing cases of dengue and malaria,
while sewage contamination raises the threat of

cholera and typhoid. A 2023 study by the Indian
Council of Medical Research noted a 15% spike
in waterborne diseases in Guwahati post-mon-
soon. Ecologically, floods carry pollutants into
rivers and wetlands, harming biodiversity. Deepor
Beel, once a thriving habitat for migratory birds,
now suffers from siltation and pollution, dimin-
ishing its ecological and flood-mitigating roles.

Guwahati’s flooding crisis is a microcosm of
India’s urban challenges. The city’s location in the
Brahmaputra valley, coupled with an average an-
nual rainfall of 1,688 mm, makes it inherently
flood-prone. Urban sprawl has encroached on crit-
ical wetlands like Deepor Beel, now reduced to a
fraction of its original size, and Silsako Beel, sim-
ilarly degraded. Hillside deforestation in neigh-
boring Meghalaya channels silt-laden runoff into
Guwahati’s drains, further clogging them. The
Bharalu River, meant to serve as a primary
drainage channel, has become a de facto sewer,
with a 2024 report by the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board classifying it as one of India’s most pol-
luted water bodies. The Guwahati Metropolitan
Development Authority (GMDA) has acknowl-
edged that the city’s drainage system fails when
the Brahalu cannot handle excess rainwater, a re-
curring issue during heavy rains. In May 2025,
when 112.5 mm of rain fell in a short period,
areas like Rukminigaon, Hatigaon, and Wireless
were submerged, prompting the Assam State
Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA) to
deploy rescue teams with rubber boats. Posts on
X, such as one from @GuwahatiCivic on May
20, 2025, voiced public frustration: “Another
monsoon, another flood. Why are our drains al-
ways clogged?”

The root of Guwahati’s drainage problem lies
in its outdated infrastructure and poor urban plan-
ning. Many drains, built in the 1970s, were de-
signed for a smaller population and lower rainfall
intensity. The city’s population, now over 1.2 mil-
lion, has outgrown this infrastructure, while un-
planned construction in hilly areas increases
runoff into low-lying zones. A 2021 article in The
Times of India warned that Guwahati’s flooding
could force residents to abandon the city if unad-
dressed Guwahati Floods Will Worsen. The
GMDA’s “Mission Flood Free Guwahati” initia-
tive, launched in 2020, aims to upgrade drains and
manage stormwater, but progress is slow. A 2024
civic audit revealed that only 30% of drains were
desilted before the monsoon, despite annual flood-
ing. Pumps installed in areas like Anil Nagar often
fail due to power outages or insufficient capacity,
leaving residents stranded.

Climate change has turned manageable rains
into catastrophic deluges. The IPCC’s 2021 report
projected that South Asia’s monsoon rains will be-
come 20% more intense by 2050, a trend already
evident in India. Bengaluru’s 2024 floods, trig-
gered by 130 mm of rain in 12 hours, and Hyder-
abad’s 2020 deluge, with 192 mm in a day, reflect
this new reality Urban Flooding in India. Guwa-
hati’s June 2024 flooding, caused by 214 mm of
rain, overwhelmed its drainage network, high-
lighting the gap between infrastructure and current
needs. The 2015 Manual on Stormwater Drainage
Systems recommended a one-in-five-year return
period for drain design, but even this is inadequate
for today’s storms. Cities must adopt higher
thresholds, such as one-in-ten years, to accommo-
date extreme weather, though this requires signif-
icant investment.

Scientific solutions are critical to addressing
urban flooding. The GIS-based simulation frame-
work piloted in Delhi offers a model for Guwahati,
mapping runoff patterns and identifying flood-
prone areas. A 2025 study by IIT Guwahati pro-
posed a similar framework, integrating real-time
rainfall data with topographic analysis to optimize
drain placement and size, potentially reducing
flood impacts by 25% Urban Flood Mitigation
Planning for Guwahati. Such tools can guide
urban planning, ensuring new developments ac-
count for drainage needs. However, implementa-
tion faces hurdles: Guwahati’s 2024 drainage
budget of ₹200 crore is dwarfed by the estimated
₹1,500 crore needed for comprehensive upgrades.
Political will, often undermined by short-term pri-
orities, remains a barrier.

Sustainable, nature-based solutions can comple-
ment infrastructure upgrades. Enhancing ground-
water recharge through permeable pavements and
green spaces reduces runoff volumes. Restoring
wetlands like Deepor Beel, a Ramsar site, could
absorb significant floodwater, but encroachments
must be cleared. A 2023 X post by @As-
samWildlife urged action to save Deepor Beel,
noting its role in flood mitigation. Rejuvenating
water bodies like Silsako Beel and stopping hill-
side construction are equally critical. Cities like
Chennai have piloted lake restoration to mitigate
floods, a strategy Guwahati could emulate.
Rooftop gardens, as seen in Singapore, retain rain-
water at the source, while underground storage
tanks can detain excess water. Large-scale solu-
tions, such as Tokyo’s stormwater tunnels, are ef-
fective but prohibitively expensive for India. Basic
street-level drainage improvements, such as wider
culverts and regular desilting, remain founda-
tional.

Community engagement is vital to long-term
success. Public awareness campaigns can discour-
age waste dumping in drains, a chronic issue in
Guwahati, where the Bharalu River is littered with
plastics. Mumbai’s citizen-led drain-cleaning ini-
tiatives offer a model for community involvement.
The National Disaster Management Authority’s
2010 guidelines advocate integrated urban plan-
ning, emphasizing coordination between munici-
pal bodies, but implementation lags Mission Flood
Free Guwahati. Stricter regulations on wetland en-
croachments and illegal constructions are essen-
tial, requiring robust enforcement. A 2025 X post
by @GuwahatiResident highlighted the need for
accountability: “Why do builders get away with
blocking drains? We pay the price every mon-
soon.”

India’s urban flooding crisis demands a para-
digm shift. With 50% of the population projected
to live in cities by 2050, the stakes are immense.
Guwahati’s struggles—clogged drains, lost wet-
lands, and extreme rains—mirror those of Mum-
bai, Delhi, Kolkata, and Hyderabad. While
complete flood prevention is unattainable, a com-
bination of scientific planning, sustainable infra-
structure, and community action can mitigate
impacts. GIS-based modeling, wetland restora-
tion, and green solutions offer hope, but they re-
quire sustained investment and governance
reform. As India’s cities face a deluge of chal-
lenges, the path to resilience lies in reimagining
urban planning for a climate-altered future, ensur-
ing that metropolises like Guwahati thrive despite
the storms. (The writer can be reached at di-
pakkurmiglpltd@gmail.com)

Heatwave days to double in Delhi, 
Chennai & these 6 Indian cities by 2030
By: Preetha Banerjee

Mumbai, Chennai, Delhi,
Surat, Thane, Hyder-
abad, Patna and

Bhubaneswar are projected to
witness a two-fold increase in
heatwave days by 2030, accord-
ing to a study released June 10,
2025 by development consulting
firm IPE Global and GIS tech-
nology provider Esri India.

Unveiled at the International
Global-South Climate Risk Sym-
posium in New Delhi, the report
titled Weathering the Storm:
Managing Monsoons in a Warm-
ing Climate offers a district-level
assessments of the correlation
between extreme heat and erratic
rainfall in India. The findings un-
derscored the escalating threat of
climate change and call for ur-
gent, localised interventions to
strengthen resilience across
urban and rural landscapes.

Incessant and erratic rainfall
will become more frequent in 8
out of 10 districts in India, the re-
port noted.

“Our analysis suggests that
around 72 per cent of the tier-I &
tier-II cities are going to witness
an increased occurrences of heat
stress and extreme rainfall
events, accompanied with storm
surges, lightening and hail-
storms,” said Abinash Mohanty,
head of Climate Change and Sus-
tainability Practice at IPE
Global and lead author of the
study. “Meteorological phe-
nomenon like El Nino & La
Nina are going to gain stronger
momentum, resulting in abrupt
surge in climate extremes like
flood, cyclones, storm surges
and extreme heat.”

Coastal districts, in particular,
are expected to endure prolonged
summer-like conditions even
during the peak monsoon months
of June through September.
Around 69 per cent of coastal
districts will be affected by heat
stress by 2030, a figure that could
rise to 79 per cent by 2040.

Drawing on dynamic climate
modelling and spatial analytics,

the study documented a stark rise
in extreme heat over the last
three decades. Between 1993 and
2024, India recorded a 15 times
increase in heatwave days during
both the March-May and June-
September periods. The last
decade alone saw a 19-fold
surge, with far-reaching implica-
tions for human health, agricul-
ture, energy demand and water
stress.
Microclimate shifts, land-use

change
The study highlighted that in a

business-as-usual scenario, 63
per cent of hotspot districts will
undergo land-use and land-cover
changes by 2030. These transfor-
mations — from forest to farm-
land, wetland to settlement — are
exacerbating local heat and rain-
fall extremes by disrupting natu-
ral cooling systems and water
cycles.

Some states that already face
extreme heat will bear an addi-
tional burden of extreme rainfall.
These include Gujarat, Ra-
jasthan, Tamil Nadu, Odisha, Ut-
tarakhand, Himachal Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
Meghalaya and Manipur, with
more than 80 percent of the dis-
tricts projected to be impacted by
this by 2030, the authors of the
report found.

Local factors such as defor-
estation, unplanned urbanisation,
loss of wetlands and mangroves
intensify the broader climate cri-
sis. “Embracing hyper-granular
risk assessments and establish
climate-risk observatories should
become a national imperative to
safeguard Indian agriculture, in-
dustry, and large-scale infrastruc-
tural projects from the vagaries
of climate change,” said Mo-
hanty.

“The growing intensity and
frequency of extreme heat and
rainfall events across India are no
longer rare occurrences — they
are signals of a shifting climate
reality impacting lives, liveli-
hoods, and infrastructure,” said
Agendra Kumar, Managing Di-
rector, Esri India. Addressing

them requires a scientific and
spatially informed approach, the
expert added. “GIS technology
offers the ability to visualise and
respond to these risks in real-
time — whether in city planning,
agriculture or disaster response.”

The report recommended the
establishment of a Climate Risk
Observatory — a centralised
platform using Earth Observation
data and climate models to pro-
vide real-time and predictive in-
formation.

Such a system, the authors ar-
gued, would enable real-time
forecasting, improve public com-
munication and help policymak-
ers prioritise investment in
climate-resilient infrastructure.

The authors also called for the
creation of heat-risk champions
within District Disaster Manage-
ment Committees to coordinate
response efforts and enhance
grassroots resilience.
Financing risks
In addition to scientific and

governance reforms, the study
advocates for risk financing
mechanisms to cushion the eco-
nomic blow of climate-induced
disasters.

“Climate and development
pathways are intricately linked.
Nearly all countries of the Global
South face the dual challenge of
improving living conditions for
large segments of their popula-
tion while simultaneously adapt-
ing to the consequences of
climate change,” said Ashwajit
Singh, Founder and Managing
Director of IPE Global.

India has to bring innovations
from margins to the mainstream,
he suggested. “Only then, can
India truly emerge as the climate
solutions capital to the world”.

The report, released as India
prepares to participate in SB 62,
the mid-year climate negotiations
under the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate
Change in Bonn, calls for a “cli-
mate solutions mindset” — shift-
ing from reactive responses to
proactive, data-driven planning.
(Courtesy: Down to Earth)

Plastic in the urban veins: Towards 
circular and climate-resilient cities

By: Aparna Roy

As the monsoon approaches, Indian cities
once again face the familiar threat of
clogged drains, flooded streets, and

overflowing landfills—symptoms of a deeper,
more chronic crisis. Plastic waste, largely un-
collected and poorly managed, chokes
stormwater systems and magnifies the impact
of extreme weather. According to the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs, waste generated
in Tier 1 cities accounts for 72.5 percent of the
total waste generated per day. India generates
4.1 million tonnes of plastic waste annually, out
of which, more than 40 percent remains uncol-
lected. What is collected is often mixed with or-
ganic and hazardous waste, making recycling
difficult. In cities like Bengaluru and Mumbai,
where daily waste exceeds 9,000 tonnes, plastic
pollution is no longer just an environmental nui-
sance—it is a structural failure of planning, de-
sign, and governance. The 2023 Bengaluru
floods, worsened by plastic-choked drains, ex-
posed how unmanaged waste can undermine
urban resilience. As World Environment Day
2025 calls attention to combatting plastic pol-
lution, it is time to confront it not as a sanitation
issue, but as a barrier to building climate-re-
silient cities.

Despite increasing policy attention to plastic
waste management, India’s urban response re-
mains fragmented and largely reactive. The
Plastic Waste Management Rules (amended in
2021) have mandated Extended Producer Re-
sponsibility (EPR), but implementation has fal-
tered due to capacity constraints at the
municipal level and a lack of traceability in the
informal sector. State-level bans on single-use
plastics have proven difficult to enforce, espe-
cially in markets and among small vendors. Mu-
nicipalities remain underfunded and
overburdened, with solid waste management
constituting a minor portion of urban develop-
ment budgets. Much like India’s early approach
to managing heatwaves—limited to issuing
alerts without upgrading infrastructure—plastic
waste management continues to be treated as an
auxiliary function rather than a core pillar of cli-
mate-resilient planning. The result is a deeply
linear economy in cities: one that takes, uses,
and dumps, with few systems in place for reuse,
recovery, or regeneration.

A systems transformation toward circular
cities is essential. However, this transition must
acknowledge the uneven terrain on which In-
dian cities operate. Nearly 80 percent of the re-
cycling economy is informal. Lakhs of waste
pickers, often women and Dalits, manually col-
lect and sort plastic waste with little protection,
income security, or institutional support. Mu-
nicipalities rarely integrate these workers into
formal service delivery, and in most cities, there

is no database of who they are or where they
work. This exclusion undermines recovery rates
and reinforces social inequities. For example,
Delhi’s attempts to automate collection have
displaced thousands of informal workers with-
out alternative livelihoods. In contrast, cities
like Pune have shown that cooperatives such as
SWaCH can bridge the gap, offering social pro-
tection while enhancing service efficiency. A
just transition toward circularity must therefore
be people-centred—recognising the informal
sector as a climate ally, not a regulatory burden.

India’s urban development schemes—Smart
Cities Mission, AMRUT, and Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan—have begun building infrastructure
for waste collection, transportation, and pro-
cessing. But these investments remain unevenly
distributed, with wealthier Tier-I cities capturing
the bulk of funding while smaller towns and
peri-urban settlements lag. Moreover, these
schemes lack a unified circular economy vision.
Climate action plans under the C-CAP initiative
rarely include material flow assessments or set
recovery targets for high-leakage materials like
multilayered plastics. Waste-to-Energy plants,
often backed under public-private partnerships,
remain controversial due to the low calorific
value of Indian waste and the emission of toxins
when burning plastic. Chennai, for instance,
faces local resistance against its WTE plant over
air quality and land-use concerns. Without up-
stream reforms—segregation at source, design
for recyclability, and waste audits—technology-
driven solutions will continue to underperform.

Reform must begin at the point of design and
procurement. Indian cities continue to rely on
linear supply chains for packaging and materi-
als, with procurement guidelines rarely consid-
ering circularity. There are few incentives for
bulk consumers—hotels, markets, e-commerce
warehouses—to shift away from single-use
plastics. Bengaluru’s “Refill Hubs” pilot in gov-
ernment stores, where citizens refill cleaning
products and staples, represents a promising
shift, but such experiments need institutional
scale and financing. The absence of mandates
for public procurement of recycled content or
subsidies for reusable packaging keeps the cir-
cular business models niche. Local govern-
ments, constrained by fiscal deficits, are unable
to underwrite the transition costs for circular in-
novations.

Technology could be a powerful enabler, but
is underutilised. Startups in Indian cities are pi-
loting AI-based segregation, traceability plat-
forms for EPR, and decentralised plastic-to-fuel
units. However, many face regulatory bottle-
necks, data inaccessibility, or weak municipal
uptake. Unlike the relatively coordinated rollout
of digital public goods in healthcare or finance,
urban waste tech lacks systemic support. Cities
do not maintain digitised, real-time dashboards

of plastic flows or segregation performance. In
contrast to cities like Amsterdam or Seoul that
track materials through every node of the urban
metabolism, Indian cities rely on manual report-
ing and sporadic audits. The National Urban
Digital Mission offers an opportunity to institu-
tionalise data-driven waste governance—
through smart bins, geo-tagged collection
routes, and open dashboards for public account-
ability.

Communities—especially women-led house-
holds, resident welfare associations, and youth
groups—can anchor behavioural transitions.
Yet, public awareness campaigns remain spo-
radic and top-down. Behaviour change commu-
nications are often limited to poster drives or
punitive fines, without fostering long-term col-
lective ownership. Cities like Indore and Surat,
which have climbed the cleanliness rankings,
did so by coupling civic participation with de-
centralised infrastructure. Similarly, urban cir-
cularity efforts must be hyperlocal—linking
community Material Recovery Facilities with
micro-enterprises, and deploying reward-based
models to incentivise low-waste behaviours.
Plastic-free bazaars, zero-waste housing soci-
eties, and school-led audit programmes must
move from pilot to policy.

The consequences of inaction are not dis-
tant—they are already unfolding. Plastics con-
tribute directly to India’s emissions burden.
Uncollected plastics clog storm drains, fuel
landfill fires, and leach toxins into urban water
systems. The public health fallout—ranging
from microplastic ingestion to respiratory dis-
eases—is already visible in high-density infor-
mal settlements where waste collection is
weakest. In a warming world, plastic pollution
acts as a threat amplifier—intensifying the fre-
quency and scale of urban climate disasters.
Cities that continue to manage waste in isolation
from climate and health goals will remain
locked in a reactive cycle—cleaning up after
disasters rather than building resilience before
they strike.

India has positioned itself globally as a cham-
pion of sustainable lifestyles through its LiFE
campaign and has led calls at the G20 and
United Nations Environment Assembly
(UNEA) for collective action on plastic pollu-
tion. Yet, if this global vision is to be credible,
it must be backed by transformative change in
India’s cities. Combatting plastic pollution is no
longer an issue of local cleanliness; it is a strate-
gic imperative for national climate resilience,
economic efficiency, and social equity. World
Environment Day 2025 offers a moment not
just for reflection but for redesign. The plastic
crisis is an urban crisis, and solving it demands
a new generation of Indian cities that are circu-
lar by principle, inclusive by design, and re-
silient by default. (Courtesy: ORF)
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KYIV, June 11: Russian forces
launched a new drone assault
across Ukraine overnight on
Wednesday, killing three people
and wounding 64 others, Ukrainian
officials said.
One of the hardest-hit areas was

the city of Kharkiv in northeastern
Ukraine, where 17 attack drones
struck two residential districts,
Mayor Ihor Terekhov said. Emer-
gency crews, municipal workers
and volunteers worked through the
night to extinguish fires, rescue
residents from burning homes, and
restore gas, electricity and water
services.
“Those are ordinary sites of

peaceful life — those that should
never be targeted,” Terekhov wrote
on Telegram.
Three people were confirmed

killed, according to Kharkiv re-
gional head Oleh Syniehubov. In a
statement, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that 64
people had been wounded and re-
iterated his calls for greater inter-
national pressure on Moscow.
“Every new day now brings new

vile Russian attacks, and almost
every strike is telling,” he said.
“We must not be afraid or postpone
new decisions that could make

things more difficult for Russia.
Without this, they will not engage
in genuine diplomacy. And this de-
pends primarily on the United
States and other world leaders.
Everyone who has called for an
end to the killings and for diplo-
macy must act.”
Kharkiv has been frequently tar-

geted in recent months as Russia
launched repeated large-scale
drone and missile attacks on civil-
ian infrastructure.
Moscow’s forces have launched

waves of drones and missiles in re-
cent days, with a record bombard-
ment of almost 500 drones on

Monday and a wave of 315 drones
and seven missiles overnight on
Tuesday. The attacks come despite
discussions of a potential ceasefire
in the war. The two sides traded
memorandums at direct peace talks
in Istanbul on June 2 that set out
conditions. However, the inclusion
of clauses that both sides see as
nonstarters make any quick deal
unlikely.
Wednesday’s strikes also caused

widespread destruction in
Kharkiv’s Slobidskyi and Osno-
vianskyi districts, hitting apartment
buildings, private homes, play-
grounds, industrial sites and public

transportation. Images from the
scene published by Ukraine’s
Emergency Service on Telegram
showed burning apartments, shat-
tered windows and firefighters bat-
tling the blaze.
“We stand strong. We help one

another. And we will endure,”
Terekhov said. “Kharkiv is
Ukraine. And it cannot be broken.”
Ukraine’s air force said that 85

attack and decoy drones were fired
over the country overnight. Air de-
fence systems intercepted 40 of the
drones, while nine more failed to
reach their targets without causing
damage.
In other developments, Russia

has returned 1,212 bodies of
Ukrainian soldiers in line with an
agreement reached during the talks
in Istanbul between Russian and
Ukrainian delegations.
Ukraine’s Coordination Head-

quarters for Treatment of Prisoners
of War said that the bodies came
from Kharkiv, Luhansk, Donetsk,
Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson re-
gions, as well as Russia’s Kursk re-
gion where Ukrainian forces
waged an incursion. It said that au-
thorities would work to determine
their identities as quickly as possi-
ble. (AP)

Russian attacks kill 3, wound 64 as drones
hit Kharkiv, other parts of Ukraine

We stand strong. We help one another. And we will endure, says Terekhov 

WARSAW, June 11: Prime Minister Donald Tusk
defended his centrist, pro-European government be-
fore parliament on Wednesday, seeking to reassert
control and rally his fractured coalition after suffering
a bitter political defeat. Tusk requested a vote of con-
fidence in the wake of the June 1 loss of Warsaw
Mayor Rafal Trzaskowski — his close ally — to na-
tionalist historian Karol Nawrocki. Backed by US
President Donald Trump, Nawrocki is set to replace
outgoing President Andrzej Duda, another conserva-
tive who repeatedly blocked Tusk’s reform efforts.
“I am asking for a vote of confidence with full con-

viction that we have a mandate to govern, to take full
responsibility for what is happening in Poland,” Tusk
said. Most of the power in Poland’s parliamentary sys-
tem rests with an elected parliament and a government
chosen by the parliament. However, the president can
veto legislation and represents the country abroad.
“Anyone who is ready to move forward with me,

with the government, and above all with our voters,
regardless of these momentary emotions, and build a
better Poland, should vote today for a vote of confi-
dence in our government,” Tusk said.
The vote, scheduled for Wednesday afternoon, is

widely expected to go in Tusk’s favour. His four-party
coalition holds a narrow but stable majority in the

460-seat Sejm, Poland’s lower house.
A loss would trigger the formation of a caretaker

government and may open the door for an early par-
liamentary election. That could potentially returning
power to the conservative Law and Justice party, in
coalition with the far-right Confederation party, whose
candidate placed third in the presidential race.
Tusk had long counted on a Trzaskowski victory to

break the institutional deadlock created by Duda’s ve-
toes. Instead, he now faces an incoming president
aligned with the nationalist opposition and openly
hostile to his government’s legislative priorities.
“We cannot close our eyes to reality,” he said. “A

president who was reluctant to accept the changes we
proposed for Poland and our voters is being replaced
by a president who is at least equally reluctant to those
changes and proposals.” But he also argued that Trza-
skowski’s narrow defeat indicates that there is contin-
ued strong support for those who share his views.
The election result has rattled the already uneasy

governing coalition, which spans from centre-left to
centre-right and has struggled to deliver on key cam-
paign pledges, including liberalizing Poland’s abortion
law and legalizing same-sex civil unions. Tusk ac-
knowledged the growing strains in Wednesday’s ad-
dress. (AP)

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk defends 
centrist government before vote of confidence

FORT BRAGG (US), June 11:
President Donald Trump called
protesters in Los Angeles “ani-
mals” and “a foreign enemy” in a
speech at Fort Bragg on Tuesday
as he defended deploying the mil-
itary on demonstrators opposed to
his immigration enforcement raids
and as he vowed to “liberate” the
West Coast city.
Trump, in his most aggressive

language yet regarding the
protests, used a speech ostensibly
supposed to be used to recognise
the 250th anniversary of the US
Army to denounce the protesters
while repeating his false state-
ments about the 2020 election
being rigged and attacking the pre-
vious commander in chief, former
President Joe Biden.
The Republican president, who

sees the military as a critical tool
for domestic goals, has used the re-
cent protests in Los Angeles as an
opportunity to deploy the National
Guard and US Marines over the
objections of California’s Demo-
cratic governor.

Protesters blocked a major free-
way and set cars on fire over the
weekend in Los Angeles, but the
demonstrations in the city of 4 mil-
lion people have largely been cen-
tred in several blocks of
downtown.
“We will not allow an American

city to be invaded and conquered
by a foreign enemy. That’s what
they are,” Trump said Tuesday.
Trump’s heated rhetoric came as

he has left open the possibility of
invoking the Insurrection Act, one
of the most extreme emergency
powers available to the president.
It authorises him to deploy military
forces inside the US to suppress re-
bellion or domestic violence or to
enforce the law in certain situa-
tions. Trump received plenty of
cheers from the crowd, which
laughed at the president’s jokes
and delighted in his dancing to his
campaign anthem of “YMCA.”
However, some members of the
audience were uneasy with certain
aspects of his remarks.
Robin Boothe, who voted for

Trump and works on the base as an
audiology assistant, said the
speech was “classic Trump.” How-
ever, she also found it to be too
partisan, especially his comments
on Los Angeles.
“I thought that was better left for

a news conference than what we
were celebrating today,” the 50-
year-old said.
The president called Los Ange-

les “a trash heap” with “entire
neighbourhoods under control” of
criminals and said the federal gov-
ernment would “use every asset at
our disposal to quell the violence
and restore law and order.”
“We will liberate Los Angeles

and make it free, clean and safe
again,” Trump said. Trump autho-
rised the deployment of 4,000 Na-
tional Guard soldiers to the city
against the wishes of California
Gov. Gavin Newsom. About 700
Marines were deployed to the Los
Angeles area but had not yet been
sent to respond to the protests.
Newsom asked a federal court

Tuesday to block Trump from

using the military in his city. Cali-
fornia leaders accused Trump of
fanning protesters’ anger and stok-
ing the unrest.
In an address Tuesday evening,

Newsom warned: “California may
be first, but it clearly will not end
here. Other states are next. Democ-
racy is next. Democracy is under
assault before our eyes.”
Trump also announced his ad-

ministration was restoring the
names of seven military bases that

were given the monikers of Con-
federate leaders until being
changed by the Biden administra-
tion. Fort Pickett, Fort Robert E.
Lee and Fort A.P. Hill in Virginia,
Fort Hood in Texas, Fort Gordon
in Georgia, Fort Rucker in Ala-
bama and Fort Polk in Louisiana
will have their names changed
back, Trump said.
Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth

has already brought back the
names of Fort Bragg and Fort Ben-

ning in Georgia.
“Can you believe they changed

that name in the last administration
for a little bit?” Trump said. “We’ll
forget all about that.”
As they did when they changed

back Fort Bragg and Fort Benning,
Defence officials announced Tues-
day that they had identified service
members with the same last names
in order to make the change and
not have the bases officially carry
Confederate-related names.
Before he spoke, Trump

watched the US Army demonstrate
a missile strike, a helicopter assault
and a building raid, a preview of
the kind of show of American mil-
itary might he’s expected to dis-
play in the nation’s capital for a
massive military parade this week-
end. Trump has promoted the
Army’s anniversary as a reason to
hold the parade on Saturday, which
is also his 79th birthday. Tanks and
other vehicles will roll down city
streets in a reminder of how the
Republican president is reshaping
the armed forces after returning to

the White House this year.
“I think it’s going to be great,”

Trump told reporters at the White
House earlier Tuesday. “We’re
going to celebrate our country for
a change.” As a backdrop to the
parade, “No Kings Day” protests
are planned across the country on
Saturday to push back against what
critics see as the administration’s
draconian policies. Trump said
earlier Tuesday that there would be
more immigration raids and that
any additional protests would be
met with even greater force, in-
cluding those who show up at the
parade.
If they do, Trump said, “they

will be met with very big force.”
“I haven’t even heard about a

protest but you know, this is people
that hate our country. But they will
be met with very heavy force.”
Newsom weighed in Tuesday on

the parade, accusing Trump of
forcing the military “to put on a
vulgar display to celebrate his
birthday, just as other failed dicta-
tors have done in the past.” (AP)

Trump says will ‘liberate’ Los Angeles in speech to mark 250th anniversary of Army

SEOUL, June 11: South Korea’s
military shut down loudspeakers
broadcasting anti-North Korea
propaganda along the inter-Korean
border on Wednesday, marking the
new liberal government’s first con-
crete step toward easing tensions
between the war-divided rivals.
The South resumed the daily

loudspeaker broadcasts in June last
year following a yearslong pause
in retaliation for North Korea fly-
ing trash-laden balloons toward the
South in a psychological warfare
campaign.
South Korea’s Defence Ministry

said the move, ordered by Presi-
dent Lee Jae-myung, was part of
efforts “to restore trust in inter-Ko-
rean relations and promote peace
on the Korean Peninsula”.
Kang Yu-jung, Lee’s spokesper-

son, described the decision as a
“proactive step” to reduce military
tensions and ease the burden for
South Koreans residing in border
areas, who have also been affected
by North Korea’s retaliatory loud-
speaker broadcasts.
North Korea, which is extremely

sensitive to any outside criticism of
its authoritarian leadership and its
third-generation ruler, Kim Jong
Un, didn’t immediately comment
on the step by Seoul.
South Korea reactivated its

front-line loudspeakers to blast
propaganda messages and K-pop
songs toward the North last year in
response to thousands of trash bal-
loons that Pyongyang flew toward
South Korea to drop substances in-
cluding wastepaper, cloth scraps,
cigarette butts and even manure.
From May to November last

year, North Korea flew about
7,000 balloons toward South
Korea in 32 separate occasions, ac-
cording to the South’s military.
The North said that its balloon
campaign came after South Korean
activists sent over balloons filled
with anti-North Korean leaflets, as
well as USB sticks filled with pop-
ular South Korean songs and dra-
mas. Trash carried by at least one
North Korean balloon fell on the
South Korean presidential com-
pound in July, raising concerns
about the vulnerability of key
South Korean facilities. Officials
said that the balloon contained no
dangerous material and no one was
hurt.
The South’s broadcast playlist

was clearly designed to strike a
nerve in Pyongyang, where Kim’s
government has been intensifying
a campaign to eliminate the influ-
ence of South Korean pop culture

and language among the popula-
tion in a bid to strengthen his fam-
ily’s dynastic rule.
The Cold War-style psychologi-

cal warfare campaigns added to
tensions fuelled by North Korea’s
growing nuclear ambitions and
South Korean efforts to expand
joint military exercises with the
United States and strengthen three-
way security cooperation with
Japan.
Efforts to improve relations
Lee, an outspoken liberal who

took office last week after winning
an early election to replace ousted
conservative Yoon Suk Yeol, has
vowed to improve relations with
Pyongyang, which reacted furi-
ously to Yoon’s hard-line policies
and shunned dialogue.
During his election campaign,

Lee promised to halt the loud-
speaker broadcasts, arguing that
they created unnecessary tensions
and discomfort for South Korean
residents in border towns. In recent
months, those residents had com-
plained about North Korea’s retal-
iatory broadcasts, which included
howling animals, pounding gongs
and other irritating sounds.
In a briefing on Monday, South

Korea’s Unification Ministry,
which handles inter-Korean af-
fairs, also called for South Korean
civilian activists to stop flying anti-
North Korean propaganda leaflets
across the border. Such activities
“could heighten tensions on the
Korean Peninsula and threaten the
lives and safety of residents in bor-
der areas,” said Koo Byoungsam,
the ministry’s spokesperson.
In his inaugural address last

week, Lee vowed to reopen com-
munication channels with North
Korea. But prospects for an early
resumption of dialogue between
the rival Koreas remain dim. North
Korea has consistently rejected of-
fers from South Korea and the
United States since 2019, when

nuclear talks between Washington
and Pyongyang collapsed over
sanctions-related disagreements.
The North’s nuclear threats

remain
North Korea’s priority in foreign

policy is now firmly with Russia,
which has received thousands of
North Korean troops and large
amounts of military equipment in
recent months for its war with
Ukraine. South Korean and US of-
ficials have expressed concern that
Kim in return could seek Russian
technology transfers that could en-
hance the threat posed by his nu-
clear weapons and missile
programme.
Yoon, who was removed from

office in April over his short-lived
imposition of martial law in De-
cember, had focused on strength-
ening military partnerships with
Washington and Tokyo and on se-
curing stronger US assurances of a
swift and decisive nuclear re-
sponse to defend the South against
a North Korean nuclear attack.
In a fierce reaction to Yoon’s

policies, Kim declared in January
2024 that he was abandoning the
long-standing goals of a peaceful
unification with the South and in-
structed the rewriting of the
North’s constitution to cement the
South as a permanent “principal
enemy”.
Following years of heightened

testing activity, Kim has acquired
a broad range of missiles that
could potentially target rivals in
Asia and the US mainland. He has
also called for increased produc-
tion of nuclear materials to create
more bombs.
Rafael Mariano Grossi, director

of the International Atomic Energy
Agency, said Monday that the UN
nuclear watchdog is monitoring
signs that North Korea may be
building a new uranium-enrich-
ment plant at its main nuclear com-
plex in Yongbyon. (AP)

S Korea halts propaganda broadcasts along 
border with rival North in move to ease tensions

LONDON, June 11: Several global brands are
among dozens of companies at risk of using
forced labour through their Chinese supply
chains because they use critical minerals or buy
minerals-based products sourced from the far-
western Xinjiang region of China, an interna-
tional rights group said Wednesday.
The report by the Netherlands-based Global

Rights Compliance says companies including
Avon, Walmart, Nescafe, Coca-Cola and paint
supplier Sherwin-Williams may be linked to ti-
tanium sourced from Xinjiang, where rights
groups allege the Chinese government runs co-
ercive labour practices targeting predominantly
Muslim Uyghurs and other Turkic minorities.
The report found 77 Chinese suppliers in the

titanium, lithium, beryllium and magnesium in-
dustries operating in Xinjiang. It said the sup-
pliers are at risk of participating in the Chinese
government’s “labour transfer programmes,” in
which Uyghurs are forced to work in factories
as part of a long-standing campaign of assimi-
lation and mass detention.
Commercial paints, thermos cups and com-

ponents for the aerospace, auto and defence in-
dustries are among products sold internationally
that can trace their supply chains to minerals
from Xinjiang, the report said. It said that com-
panies must review their supply chains.
“Mineral mining and processing in (Xin-

jiang) rely in part on the state’s forced labour

programmes for Uyghurs and other Turkic peo-
ple in the region,” the report said.
The report came as China and the United

States, the world’s two largest economies, said
that they have agreed on a framework to get
their trade negotiations back on track after a se-
ries of disputes that threatened to derail them.
The two sides on Tuesday wrapped up two

days of talks in London that appeared to focus
on finding a way to resolve disputes over min-
eral and technology exports that had shaken a
fragile truce on trade reached in Geneva last
month. Asked about the report, the Chinese For-
eign Ministry said that “no one has ever been
forcibly transferred in China’s Xinjiang under
work programmes.”
“The so-called allegation of forced labour in

China’s Xinjiang region is nothing but a lie con-

cocted by certain anti-China forces. We urge the
relevant organisation to stop interfering in
China’s internal affairs and undermining Xin-
jiang’s prosperity and stability under the guise
of human rights,” ministry spokesperson Lin
Jian said Wednesday.
The named companies didn’t immediately

comment on the report.
A UN report from 2022 found China may

have committed crimes against humanity in
Xinjiang, where more than 1 million Uyghurs
are estimated to have been arbitrarily detained
as part of measures that the Chinese govern-
ment said were intended to target terrorism and
separatism.
The Chinese government has rejected the UN

claims and defended its actions in Xinjiang as
fighting terror and ensuring stability.
In 2021, then US President Joe Biden signed

a law to block imports from the Xinjiang region
unless businesses can prove the items were
made without forced labour. The law initially
targeted solar products, tomatoes, cotton and
apparel, but the US government recently added
new sectors for enforcement, including alu-
minum and seafood.
Many of China’s major minerals corporations

have invested in the exploration and mining of
lithium, a key component for electric vehicle
batteries, in Xinjiang, Global Rights Compli-
ance said. (AP)

LONDON, June 11: Senior US and Chinese negotiators have agreed on
a framework to get their trade negotiations back on track after a series of
disputes that threatened to derail them, both sides have said.
The announcement came at the end of two days of talks in the British

capital that wrapped up late Tuesday.
The meetings appeared to focus on finding a way to resolve disputes

over mineral and technology exports that had shaken a fragile truce on
trade reached in Geneva last month. It’s not clear whether any progress
was made on the more fundamental differences over China’s sizeable
trade surplus with the United States.
“First we had to get sort of the negativity out and now we can go for-

ward,” US Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick told reporters after the
meetings. Asian stock markets rose Wednesday after the agreement was
announced. The talks followed a phone call between President Donald
Trump and Chinese leader Xi Jinping last week to try to calm the waters.
Li Chenggang, a vice minister of commerce and China’s international

trade representative, said the two sides had agreed in principle on a frame-
work for implementing the consensus reached on the phone call and at
the talks on Geneva, the official Xinhua News Agency said.
Further details, including any plans for a potential next round of talks,

were not immediately available.
Li and Wang Wentao, China’s commerce minister, were part of the del-

egation led by Vice Premier He Lifeng. They met with Lutnick, Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent and Trade Representative Jamieson Greer at Lan-
caster House, a 200-year-old mansion near Buckingham Palace.
Wendy Cutler, a former US trade negotiator, said the disputes had frit-

tered away 30 of the 90 days the two sides have to try to resolve their
disputes. (AP)

Rights group says global brands at risk of links
to forced labour in China’s minerals industry

US, China say they have
agreed on framework to 

resolve their trade disputes

BRUSSELS, June 11: External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
Wednesday met European Parlia-
ment President Roberta Metsola
here and discussed ways to further
strengthen the EU-India strategic
partnership.
Jaishankar, who is travelling to

Europe to boost bilateral ties and
reaffirm India’s policy of zero-tol-
erance against terrorism, also met
leaders of the European Parliament
and welcomed their support for
“stronger” India-EU relations.
“A warm conversation with

@EP_President Roberta Metsola
in Brussels this morning. Dis-
cussed further strengthening of
India-EU parliamentary ties, build-
ing upon our shared values of
democracy and pluralism,” he said
in a post on X.
“Value her positive sentiments

on advancing our partnership in
trade, technology and security,” the
minister added. Metsola said she
was delighted to welcome Jais-
hankar to the European Parliament.
“As negotiations on a free trade

agreement advance, we look for-
ward to transform commitments
into actions and to strengthen the
strategic partnership between Eu-
rope and India,” she added. Jais-
hankar, who is travelling to Europe
a month after India launched Op-
eration Sindoor in response to the
Pahalgam attack, said he had a
“pleasure interacting” with Euro-
pean Parliament members Ange-
lika Niebler, Urmas Paet, Pilar del
Castillo, Vladimir Prebilic, and
Winkler Gyula on Tuesday.
“Welcomed their support for

stronger India-EU ties. Also appre-
ciate their understanding of India’s
right to defend itself against terror-
ism,” he said, adding that they “ex-
changed perspectives on global
developments and regional issues.”
Jaishankar has also met Euro-

pean Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen and praised her
“strong condemnation” of the Pa-
halgam attack and solidarity in
combating terrorism.
The April 22 Pahalgam terror at-

tack claimed 26 lives, following
which India carried out precision
strikes on terror infrastructure in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir on May 7. (PTI)

Jaishankar meets EU
Parl Prez, discusses

ways to strengthen ties
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Sonalika Jiwani takes charge as 
East Siang Deputy Commissioner

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 11: Sonalika Ji-
wani, IAS (AGMUT: 2017), offi-
cially assumed charge as the new
Deputy Commissioner (DC) of
East Siang district recently, ex-
pressing her commitment to taking
the district a “notch higher” in
terms of public service delivery and
development initiatives.
Taking over from outgoing DC

Tayi Taggu at a formal ceremony
held at the DC Office, Jiwani
praised her predecessor’s dedica-
tion to public service, noting that
his zeal has greatly inspired her.
Outlining her priorities, she em-

phasized focused efforts on urban
sector development and the effec-
tive implementation of various
government welfare schemes cur-
rently in the pipeline. Her goal, she

said, is to ensure that the benefits of
development reach every section of
society, particularly at the grass-
roots level.
Speaking to ADC HQ Tatling

Pertin, administrative officers,
HoDs, and staff members present
during the interaction, the new DC
underlined the importance of dedi-
cation, work ethics, and teamwork.
“Having taken charge of one of

the most performing districts in the
state, I believe that the collective
support of Team East Siang will
surely take the district to greater
heights,” she said.
She further expressed confidence

that the combined administrative
expertise of the officers and the co-
operation of the people of East
Siang will play a pivotal role in
driving the district forward.

Remote Arunachal villagers build wooden bridge from their own pockets 
HT Correspondent

DIBRUGARH, June 11: In a heartening
example of resilience and community
spirit, villagers from the remote Chatong
village in Arunachal Pradesh have con-
structed a wooden bridge entirely from
their own resources, addressing a long-
standing communication bottleneck that
had plagued the region for years.
Located in the hilly terrain of Longding

district, Chatong is home to the Wancho
tribe—a community known for its strong
traditions and collective strength. With no
financial aid or infrastructural support
from the government, the residents of Cha-
tong decided to take matters into their own
hands. Coming together as a unified force,
the villagers contributed money from their
own pockets and built a wooden bridge
that now connects them more effectively
with the rest of the district.
More than a hundred villagers partici-

pated in the construction of the bridge,
working shoulder to shoulder. Women
from the village also played a vital role by
preparing and serving tea and meals to
support the men working tirelessly on the
project.

“We have contributed from our own
pockets to build the bridge because the
government has failed to do so. This
bridge will finally ease the communication
problem which has long been ignored,”
said a villager who was part of the initia-
tive.
The construction, driven by necessity

and frustration over years of official inac-
tion, was completed in just three days. The

bridge is now a critical link for villagers in
Chatong, Ozakho, Langmai, and Cha-
jam—all part of eastern Arunachal’s
Longding district—who had been suffer-
ing from a lack of proper connectivity.
Despite the state’s recent developmental

strides, regions like Longding continue to
highlight the uneven spread of infrastruc-
ture. In particular, the affected villages had
long struggled due to the absence of a re-

liable bridge, making travel and access to
basic services a daunting challenge. Al-
though two roads technically connect
these villages, one of the routes—a
PMGSY road through Chibam block—has
remained completely non-motorable, mak-
ing it useless for daily travel or transport
of goods.
As a result, villagers were forced to take

a much longer alternative route, traveling
nearly 40 kilometers through neighboring
Tirap district just to reach their own dis-
trict headquarters, Longding. This detour
not only increased travel time but also ex-
acerbated the daily hardships faced by the
community.
Years of disappointment and unmet

promises from successive governments
and relevant departments had led to grow-
ing frustration. That frustration eventually
turned into determination, as villagers
turned to community labour and local ma-
terials to create a functional bridge that
could serve their needs.
“It took around three days to complete

the construction of the bridge, which is
now expected to significantly ease the day-
to-day struggles of the villagers,” said

Jacob Wangsu, President of the Chatong
Students’ Union.
“When the government didn’t step in,

our people took it upon themselves to
build what was necessary,” he added, un-
derscoring the people’s sense of ownership
and agency in solving their own problems.
The four villages collectively comprise

around 500 households and fall under the
Kanubari Legislative Assembly Con-
stituency, currently represented by Minis-
ter Gabriel D. Wangsu. Despite being
under a sitting minister’s jurisdiction, the
plight of these villagers had gone unno-
ticed and unaddressed for years, further fu-
eling their decision to act independently.
This remarkable example of grassroots

initiative stands as a testament to the
strength and unity of rural communities.
While it highlights the tenacity of the peo-
ple, it also casts a spotlight on the contin-
uing infrastructural and administrative
gaps that still exist in many parts of
Arunachal Pradesh. The bridge, though
modest in appearance, carries with it the
weight of collective effort, hope, and the
unspoken question—when will the gov-
ernment finally catch up?

Collective support of Team East Siang will surely take the district to greater heights

More than a hundred villagers participated in the construction of the bridge

Arunachal BJYM highlights 
developmental focus on Northeast

ArSRLM launches first-ever workshop on knowledge
management and communication in Itanagar

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 11: In a landmark
initiative aimed at enhancing orga-
nizational learning and communica-
tion efficiency, the Arunachal State
Rural Livelihoods Mission (Ar-
SRLM) has launched its first-ever
Workshop on Knowledge Manage-
ment and Communication (KMC).
The workshop commenced on June
10 and will continue till June 13, at
the State Mission Management Unit
(SMMU) Conference Hall in Itana-
gar. This four-day capacity-building
programme marks a pivotal step to-
wards the institutionalization of
knowledge sharing practices within
the mission and the establishment
of a structured communication
framework at every administrative
level.
This pioneering effort reflects

ArSRLM’s growing emphasis on
embedding knowledge manage-
ment as a core institutional func-
tion, ensuring that information,
insights, and community-driven
practices are systematically cap-
tured, preserved, and shared for sus-
tainable development outcomes.
The launch of this KMC workshop
demonstrates a proactive shift in
strategy—from solely implement-
ing development programmes to
creating a more dynamic, data-in-
formed, and people-centric gover-
nance model.
The workshop is being facilitated

by Vinod Agrahari, National Mis-
sion Manager (KMC), from the Na-
tional Mission Management Unit
(NMMU) under the National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (NRLM),
Ministry of Rural Development,
Government of India. Agrahari,
known for his extensive experience
and thought leadership in the do-
main of development communica-
tion and knowledge systems, brings
national-level best practices and
proven strategies that are expected
to provide critical guidance to Ar-

SRLM’s efforts in this direction.
His facilitation is being seen as in-
strumental in aligning ArSRLM’s
KMC goals with national priorities
and frameworks.
A diverse group of ArSRLM

functionaries are attending the
workshop. This includes State Mis-
sion Managers (SMMs), Pro-
gramme Managers (PMs), District
Mission Managers (DMMs), and
other officials who are actively en-
gaged in implementation and super-
vision of rural livelihood initiatives
across Arunachal Pradesh. The par-
ticipation of key personnel from
both state and district levels ensures
a more integrated and inclusive ap-
proach to knowledge sharing, fos-
tering a unified understanding of
the mission’s goals and methodolo-
gies.
The structure of the workshop

has been carefully designed to bal-
ance theory with practice, provid-
ing participants with both
conceptual clarity and applied
skills. The first two days of the
workshop are devoted to intensive
classroom-style sessions focusing
on foundational concepts such as
the role of KMC in development
programmes, techniques for knowl-
edge capture, and the strategic use of
communication tools. These sessions
are followed by two days of hands-
on practical exercises, allowing par-
ticipants to directly engage in
real-time documentation, storytelling
methods, digital content develop-
ment, and strategic communication
planning.
Participants are expected to ex-

plore various storytelling formats—
including video, photography,
written narratives, and case stud-
ies—as part of this applied learning
phase. Additionally, the training
also emphasizes the use of modern
digital tools and platforms for out-
reach, knowledge dissemination,
and stakeholder engagement. These

practical sessions aim to build a
confident, skilled cadre of field and
administrative staff who can articu-
late grassroots innovations, success
stories, and learning experiences in
compelling and impactful ways.
This workshop is not an isolated

event but a key element in Ar-
SRLM’s larger strategic vision of
nurturing a knowledge-driven,
transparent, and participatory
ecosystem for rural transformation
in Arunachal Pradesh. By main-
streaming knowledge management
practices, the mission aims to en-
sure that community-level innova-
tions are not only preserved but also
propagated across regions for
broader replication and impact. The
initiative seeks to bring field-level
experiences to the forefront of de-
velopment dialogue, influencing
both implementation strategies and
policy formulation.
Furthermore, the workshop reit-

erates ArSRLM’s enduring com-
mitment to empowering its
workforce through continuous
learning and capacity enhancement.
By equipping its teams with cut-
ting-edge communication strategies
and robust documentation skills, the
mission is setting the stage for im-
proved programme visibility, in-
creased community engagement,
and more effective inter-departmen-
tal coordination.
Ultimately, this workshop is ex-

pected to contribute significantly to
ArSRLM’s core objectives: to im-
prove its institutional effectiveness,
strengthen field-policy feedback
loops, and amplify community
voices in the process of rural devel-
opment. As the workshop unfolds
over the coming days, it is antici-
pated that the insights generated
and the skills acquired will not only
benefit ArSRLM internally but will
also serve as a model for other state
missions seeking to build similar
capacities.

HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, June 11: As the
Narendra Modi-led central govern-
ment completes 11 years in office,
the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM), Arunachal Pradesh unit,
has lauded the Prime Minister’s
leadership, citing India’s emer-
gence as a global power and the
transformation witnessed across
sectors—particularly in the North
Eastern region.
Addressing media and support-

ers on the occasion, Ritemso
Manyu, State President of BJYM
Arunachal Pradesh, said the last 11
years under Prime Minister Modi’s
leadership have been a period of
unprecedented growth and national
pride. “Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
India has emerged as a major
global power. In the past 11 years,
the country has seen transforma-
tive development in every sector,”
Manyu stated.
Focusing specifically on the

North East, he highlighted the
Modi government’s commitment
to bridging historic gaps in infra-
structure and services. “Arunachal
Pradesh, which had long been neg-
lected, has seen rapid development
in the connectivity sector under the
present government. Roads,
bridges, and other infrastructure
that were once only promises are
now realities,” he added.
Manyu further credited Chief

Minister Pema Khandu for playing
a crucial role in aligning Arunachal
Pradesh with the central vision of
development. “The Khandu gov-
ernment has worked tirelessly to
ensure that the people of
Arunachal Pradesh benefit from
centrally sponsored schemes. What
was once a distant dream is now
being delivered to people’s
doorsteps,” he remarked.

Commenting on recent national
events, he said, “India is now
under strong and decisive leader-
ship, which has been clearly
demonstrated in operations like
‘Operation Sindoor’, where the
country responded boldly and ef-
fectively to external threats. It re-
flects the strength and resolve of
the Modi government.”
Highlighting the significance of

the Modi administration’s ap-
proach to the North East, Manyu
stated, “The Modi government has
completed 11 years of dedicated
service, with a marked focus on the
North Eastern states. This region,
once seen as remote and discon-
nected, has now been identified as
a national growth corridor. The
commitment to the North East re-
flects a larger vision of inclusive
development that leaves no region
behind.”
He elaborated that the govern-

ment’s efforts are not limited to
physical infrastructure but extend
to economic empowerment, youth
opportunities, and enhanced air
connectivity, which are vital to the
long-term prosperity of the region.
Turning to the state’s achieve-

ments, Manyu praised the leader-
ship of CM Pema Khandu,
describing his nine-year tenure as

“an era of unprecedented and
transformative progress” in
Arunachal Pradesh. “Chief Minis-
ter Pema Khandu has not only ac-
celerated the pace of development
but has also inspired the youth to
take part in building a stronger,
more self-reliant Arunachal,” he
said.
“Under nine years of Seva (ser-

vice) and Sushasan (good gover-
nance), the Khandu-led
government has remained steadfast
in delivering on the aspirations of
the people. From building roads
and improving education and
healthcare to ensuring social secu-
rity and empowering indigenous
communities—his government has
made governance accessible to
every citizen,” Manyu asserted.
He concluded by expressing

BJYM’s deep appreciation for the
visionary and results-oriented gov-
ernance model adopted by both the
central and state leadership. “We at
BJYM strongly commend the dy-
namic leadership of both Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Pema Khandu. Their col-
laborative efforts have made
Arunachal Pradesh a shining ex-
ample of progress and youth-led
development in the North East,” he
said.

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 11: A large-scale
joint civil-military mock drill on
disaster preparedness was success-
fully conducted on Wednesday at
Mhentsang Rong (Bomdir Nallah)
in Tawang, aimed at enhancing
inter-agency coordination and
strengthening response mechanisms
in the event of natural disasters such
as landslides, earthquakes, flash
floods, and fires.
The mock drill commenced at

11:30 AM and was personally su-
pervised by Brigadier Bhupal
Singh, SM, Commander of the
Tawang Brigade. The meticulously
planned exercise saw active partic-
ipation from multiple agencies in-
cluding the Indian Army, 38th
Battalion of Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB), 55th Battalion of Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police (ITBP), 12th
Battalion of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), Tawang
Fire Brigade, Tawang Police, KDS
District Hospital medical team, and
Veterinary Officers from the De-

partment of Animal Husbandry &
Veterinary, Tawang.
Preparations for the drill began a

day earlier, on June 10, with a thor-
ough inspection of static equipment
and a joint briefing session chaired
by Brigadier Singh and District Dis-
aster Management Officer
(DDMO) Genden Tsomu at the
Brigade Headquarters. Detailed re-
sponse protocols were discussed to
ensure seamless coordination dur-
ing the exercise. The mock drill was
carried out across five different lo-
cations, simulating multiple disaster
scenarios to evaluate the efficiency,
agility, and coordination of rescue
operations under high-pressure con-
ditions. These included realistic en-
actments of landslides, fire
outbreaks, flash floods, and earth-
quakes.
During the debriefing session,

Brigadier Singh lauded the per-
formance and cooperation of all
participating teams. He emphasized
that while drills are valuable, actual
disaster situations demand rapid and

well-coordinated responses, citing
past experiences with flash floods in
the region. “A moment’s delay can
cost lives,” he said, urging person-
nel to maintain a constant state of
readiness.
Brigadier Singh further proposed

the identification of responsible in-
dividuals in every locality to dis-
seminate early warnings during
emergencies. Highlighting the crit-
ical nature of the first two hours fol-
lowing a disaster, he advised
communities in vulnerable areas—
particularly those located near steep
slopes or densely populated
zones—to develop localized disas-
ter management plans with clearly
marked evacuation routes.
He also stressed the need for reg-

ular mock drills, particularly during
the monsoon season, to reinforce
preparedness. He recommended
that communities be equipped with
basic first-aid knowledge and en-
sure pre-stocking of essential sup-
plies such as food, water, and
medicine in disaster-prone zones.
This joint exercise reflects the un-

wavering commitment of both civil
and military agencies to protect
lives and minimize disaster impact
through proactive planning and co-
ordination.
Meanwhile, Deputy Commis-

sioner Namgyal Angmo, Superin-
tendent of Police Dr. D.W.
Thongon, and DDMO Genden
Tsomu participated in a virtual
meeting with the Chief Secretary of
Arunachal Pradesh, where region-
wide monsoon preparedness meas-
ures were reviewed.

Joint civil-military mock drill on disaster 
preparedness conducted successfully in Tawang

Arunachal sends fourth
batch of trainees to Premier

Drone Academy in Hyderabad
HT Bureau

NAMSAI, June 11: In a significant
stride towards fostering high-end skill
development in emerging technolo-
gies, the Department of Skill Devel-
opment & Entrepreneurship,
Government of Arunachal Pradesh,
has sent the fourth batch of 14 trainees
to the Drone Training Academy in
Hyderabad, Telangana. This initiative
is being undertaken under the Chief
Minister’s Yuva Kaushal Yojana
(CMYKY)—a flagship programme
aimed at empowering youth through
advanced technical training.
With this latest batch, a total of 56

trainees have so far benefitted from
the drone training initiative, out of
which 42 candidates have already
successfully completed their course
and received drone flying certifi-
cates/permits issued by the academy,
duly recognized by the Ministry of
Civil Aviation. Under the CMYKY
scheme, the Department fully spon-
sors the training, covering course fees,
boarding, lodging, food, and transporta-
tion, thereby ensuring that financial con-
straints do not become a barrier for
aspiring candidates from the state.
The one-week training programme

includes both theoretical and practical
modules focused on drone technol-
ogy, operations, and regulatory com-
pliance. At the end of the course,
participants will be awarded official
drone flying certificates/permits by
the Drone Training Academy, which
is accredited by the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. 
The batch was formally flagged off

from Naharlagun railway station by
Mr. Sibo Passing, Director of Skill
Development & Entrepreneurship,
along with Mr. Jumbom Riba, Assis-
tant Director. Addressing the trainees,
Mr. Passing encouraged them to make
the most of the opportunity. “You are
representing not just yourselves, but
the entire state of Arunachal Pradesh.
I urge you to be disciplined, stay com-
mitted, and bring back valuable
knowledge that can contribute to your
growth and that of the state,” he said.
He also highlighted the transforma-

tive impact such training can have on
youth, enabling them to become self-
reliant and employment-ready, espe-
cially in sectors such as agriculture,
disaster management, surveillance,
and logistics where drone technology
is gaining increasing relevance.
Mr. Jumbom Riba briefed the

trainees on the “dos and don’ts” of the
training programme and emphasized
the importance of team spirit, disci-
pline, and safety, particularly since
many participants were stepping out-
side the state for the first time. 

Online training for
APSHRC officials 

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 11: A one-day online
training programme on e-Compliance
and e-File Management Skills was
conducted recently for officers and of-
ficials of the Arunachal Pradesh State
Human Rights Commission (AP-
SHRC) by officials of the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC).
The training aimed to equip partici-
pants with essential tools and knowl-
edge to efficiently manage human
rights violation cases using digital
platforms.
The objective was to enhance the

competencies of officials in the di-
arization process, complaint handling,
and systematic documentation of
human rights-related cases. Special
focus was placed on utilizing digital
systems for case registration, action
taken reports, tracking file move-
ments, document management, dash-
board operations, reporting
procedures, and the use of the Central
Registry System to ensure a seamless
and accountable workflow.
NHRC resource persons shared

valuable insights, expertise, and prac-
tical experiences in diarization of
complaints and digital case manage-
ment techniques.
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AKOLA (MAHARASHTRA),
June 11: The BJP-led Mahayuti al-
liance will contest the upcoming
local body elections in the state to-
gether except for friendly fights
where tie-ups do not materialise,
Maharashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis said on Wednes-
day.
Elections to several municipal

corporations and other local bod-
ies, including the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation, have been
pending for the last three years.
The state BJP president, work-

ing president, and the election
committee of the party are autho-
rised to take decisions related to
the local bodies elections, Fadnavis
told reporters in Akola after
launching irrigation and power
generation projects.
“We have decided to contest the

polls as an alliance. There will be
friendly fights wherever a tie-up
does not work out,” he added.
The Ajit Pawar-led Nationalist

Congress Party and Eknath
Shinde-led Shiv Sena are the two
other members of the alliance.
When asked about Prahar Jan-

shakti Party leader Bachhu Kadu’s
hunger strike, Fadnavis said dis-
trict guardian minister Chan-
drashekar Bawankule will speak to
him. Kadu is on hunger strike for

four days over demands related to
farmers’ issues.
Responding to a question on

Prime Minister Narendra Modi en-
quiring about Sharad Pawar’s
health when he met MP and
Pawar’s daughter Supriya Sule
during a meeting with all-party
delegations, Fadnavis said, “Hu-
manity, sensitivity exist in politics.
We are ideological adversaries, not
enemies.”
It is a marker of a strong democ-

racy, the chief minister said. Sule
was part of one of the delegations
which visited foreign countries to
put forth India’s stand on Pakistan-
backed terrorism after Operation

Sindoor. While politics keeps
evolving, the state government is
stable and the three Mahayuti allies
will stay together, he added.
Addressing a rally organised by

the BJP in the city later, Fadnavis
urged the people to support the rul-
ing alliance in the local body elec-
tions just as they did during last
year’s assembly elections.
Fadnavis said 10 lakh hectares

of land will be irrigated by the
Wainganga River Connect Project
which will also cover Buldhana
district. He said the state govern-
ment has signed an agreement with
Meta to enable people to file appli-
cations and obtain certificates

through WhatsApp.
Fadnavis laid the foundation

stone and dedicated to people de-
velopment works of ` 2,588 crore.
In Mumbai, Shiv Sena (UBT)

leader Sanjay Raut said the party
has begun preparations for the
civic body polls under the leader-
ship of Uddhav Thackeray. Discus-
sions are going on within the party
whether to contest the civic body
polls as part of an alliance or inde-
pendently.
“Shiv Sena party chief (Thack-

eray) has authorised local leaders
and asked them to review where
polls can be fought in an alliance.
At places where it is not possible,
we can contest independently or
not. A decision will be taken by the
party chief. A decision on (whether
to contest the) Mumbai (polls as an
alliance or independently) will also
be taken,” Raut said.
The stage is set for the much-

awaited elections to civic bodies,
with the state government issuing
a notification to finalise ward
boundaries. The move follows a
Supreme Court directive last
month asking the SEC to proceed
with the elections while hearing
petitions related to the OBC quota
and ward delimitation. Civic body
polls in the state have been pend-
ing for two years. (PTI)

Rahul writes to PM, flags delay in scholarships
for students from marginalised communities

Mahayuti to contest local body elections together: Fadnavis

MUZAFFARNAGAR (UP), June 11: Shukteerth
is not just a spiritual site but a living testimony to
India’s 5,000-year-old cultural and religious heritage,
which is singular in the world, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on Wednesday said. 
Addressing a gathering of saints on the 65th death

anniversary of Swami Gyan Bhikshuk Das Ji Ma-
haraj, Adityanath said, “When the country was strug-
gling under foreign invasions during the medieval
period and its culture and religion were under attack,
Satguru Ravidas Ji emerged as a divine light.”
Ravidas led by example, offering the nation spiri-

tual guidance that still resonates today, he said.
“He raised awareness against social evils and blind

practices, inspired faith in action over ritual, and kin-
dled spiritual consciousness,” Adityanath said, and
quoted the saint’s famous saying, ‘Mann changa to
katoti mein Ganga’ — If the mind is pure, divinity re-
sides even in the smallest vessel.
The gathering also remembered Satguru Samandas

Ji Maharaj. Adityanath said saints have always had a
role in building a cohesive society.
“It is this path that prevents (reported exodus) in-

cidents like those in Kairana and Kandhla, provides
us security, guidance, and the courage to face adver-
sity,” he said.
He paid his tributes to Shukteerth as the place that

has “stood for over 5,000 years.”
“If there is any tradition in the world with such a

long documented history, let it come forward. Only

you (referring to the saints) can lay claim to such an
eternal heritage,” he said.
Shukteerth, or Shukratal, in Muzaffarnagar draws

pilgrims from across India.
It is the site where Sukadeva Goswami is believed

to have recited the Srimad-Bhagavatam to King
Parikshit, Abhimanyu’s son, nearly 5,000 years ago.
Nestled along the banks of the Ganga River, the

destination lies approximately 28 kilometres from
Muzaffarnagar.
Ravidas, Adityanath noted, said he would be happy

only when every person gets equal rights and food
without discrimination.
That ambition, he said, was fulfilled by Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi through the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana, under which 81 crore
people received free food grains, even during the pan-
demic. “This is the true spirit of the saints’ teachings,”
he said.
The CM said that before 2014, roads to Sant Ravi-

das’ birthplace Sear Govardhan were single-lane. It
is now connected via a four-lane road. A grand
ashram, a magnificent statue, and an ‘Anna Kshetra’
have been built in the area. Land has been acquired
for a park and statue in tribute to the saint, he said.
The BJP leader also said that a ghat and a parking

lot will be developed around the Samandas Ashram,
roads there will be widened and the area beautified.
He also criticised past governments for “failing” to

honour BR Ambedkar adequately. (PTI)

Shukteerth embodies 5,000-year-old legacy,
no other faith can claim that: Adityanath

‘Early reports suggest that the variant has high immune escape potential, but there is no current evidence to indicate (an) increased severity (of disease)’

NEW DELHI, June 11: Leader
of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi flagging
the “deplorable” conditions in res-
idential hostels for Dalit, ST, EBC,
OBC and minority students and the
delay in post-matric scholarships
for those from marginalised com-
munities.
In his letter to Modi, Gandhi

urged the PM to resolve these two
critical issues which he said hinder
education opportunities for the 90
per cent of students who are from
marginalised communities.
“Firstly, the conditions in resi-

dential hostels for students from
Dalit, ST, EBC, OBC and minority
communities are deplorable. Dur-
ing a recent visit to Ambedkar
Hostel in Darbhanga, Bihar, stu-
dents complained about single
rooms which 6-7 students were
forced to share, unhygienic toilets,
unsafe drinking water, lack of
mess facilities, and no access to li-
braries or the internet,” the Con-
gress leader said.
“Secondly, post-matric scholar-

ships for students from margin-
alised communities are plagued by
delays and failures,” Gandhi said
and cited the example of Bihar
where he claimed the scholarship
portal was non-functional for three
years and no student received a
scholarship in 2021-22.
“Even thereafter, the number of

Dalit students receiving scholar-
ships fell by nearly half, from 1.36
lakh in FY23 to 0.69 lakh in FY24.
Students further complain that the
scholarship amounts are insult-
ingly low,” Gandhi said in his let-
ter to Modi dated June 10.
“While I have cited examples

from Bihar, these failures are wide-
spread across the country. I urge
the government to immediately
take two actions to remedy these
failures,” he said.
Gandhi called for an audit of

every hostel for students from
Dalit, Scheduled Tribes (ST), Eco-
nomically Backward Class (EBC),
Other Backward Classes (OBC)
and minority communities to en-
sure good infrastructure, sanita-
tion, food and academic facilities;
and allocate adequate funds to ad-
dress deficiencies.
He also appealed for disburse-

ment of post-matric scholarships
on time, increasing scholarship

amounts, and improving execution
by working closely with state gov-
ernments.
“I am sure you agree that India

cannot progress unless youth from
marginalised communities
progress. I look forward to your
positive response,” Gandhi said in
his letter to Modi.
The issues were also raised at a

joint press conference by Con-
gress’ SC department chief Rajen-
dra Pal Gautam, Adivasi Congress
chief Vikrant Bhuria and AICC
NSUI in-charge Kanhaiya Kumar
at the Congress’ Indira Bhawan
headquarters.
Kumar said Gandhi is continu-

ously meeting students, employees
and teachers from Dalit, backward,
tribal, extremely backward and mi-
nority classes.
“Whenever we meet students

from these classes, the first thing
they say is that we do not get our
scholarship on time. Scholarship
drop out is very high in the coun-
try, because the government has
made the entire scholarship
process a punishment,” Kumar
said.
“Rahul Gandhi has written a let-

ter to Prime Minister Modi on the
scholarship of students, other prob-
lems and hostel conditions. How-
ever, what action the government
takes on this will be known only in
the coming time,” he said.
Kumar said student suicide is a

big issue in the country with two
students committing suicide every
hour.
“The government is continu-

ously reducing the education
budget. Apart from this, the money
of SC/ST sub-plan is also being di-
verted by the governments,” he

said.
The result is that children are

struggling for basic rights like ed-
ucation and this is a big injustice
against the deprived class, Kumar
said.
In his remarks at the presser,

Gautam said, “Recently, Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi visited
Dr. Ambedkar Hostel in Darb-
hanga. Students from various hos-
tels came and met him there. What
Rahul Gandhi saw was very sad
and heartbreaking. There he saw
that 6-7 students live together in
one room, toilets are in a very dirty
condition, there is no arrangement
for drinking water, there is no fa-
cility of books in the library, there
is no internet facility, and there is
no facility of good food.” Gautam
said.
Children of SC/ST, EBC and

minority class are forced to study
in very bad conditions, he claimed.
“‘Even their scholarship is not

given, because sometimes the
server of the government portal is
down, sometimes it does not work
at all,” he said.
Gautam also flagged the issue of

suicides in hostels, saying biggest
reason for this is the poor financial
condition of many children, in
which parents take loans at high
interest rates for the child’s educa-
tion.
“Children think that they will

study diligently, if they get schol-
arship, they will repay the loan
taken for studies, but when the
scholarship does not come, the loan
keeps increasing, then the children
come under pressure and take steps
like committing suicide. It is sad
that the government is not serious
in this matter,” he said. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, June 11: Emer-
gence of the new XFG variant of
the virus that causes COVID-19 is
part of SARS-CoV-2’s natural evo-
lution, said Dr Balram Bhargava,
former Director General of the In-
dian Council for Medical Re-
search, amidst India recording over
200 cases linked to the variant.
Dr Bhargava was part of the

team at the forefront of managing
the country’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“The emergence of the XFG

variant is part of the SARS-CoV-2
virus’s natural evolution,” he said.
His statement comes as India’s

active COVID-19 cases crossed
7,000 as of June 11, with over 300
added in the last 24 hours and six
deaths recorded in the same period,
data from the Union Health Min-
istry shows.
According to the latest data from

the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics
Consortium (INSACOG), 206
cases have been linked to XFG

variant, with the highest count of
89 infections coming from Maha-
rashtra, followed by West Bengal
reporting 49.
Dr Bhargava said the XFG vari-

ant of SARS-CoV-2 (which causes
COVID-19) carries mutations
which may improve its ability of
binding to human cells and bypass-
ing immune defences.
“Early reports suggest that the

variant has high immune escape
potential, but there is no current
evidence to indicate (an) increased
severity (of disease),” he said.
Other states reporting infections

due to the XFG variant are Kerala
(15), Tamil Nadu (16), Gujarat
(11), Madhya Pradesh (6), Andhra
Pradesh (6), Odisha (4),
Puducherry (3), Delhi (2), Ra-
jasthan (2), and Punjab, Telangana
and Haryana (one each).
However, similar to how the

virus adapts, so has India’s diag-
nostic infrastructure since the first
wave of the pandemic, and the RT-

PCR test, or ‘reverse transcription-
polymerase chain reaction’ --
which detects the genetic material
of SARS-CoV-2 in samples -- re-
mains its cornerstone, the cardiol-
ogist said. He added that the
widespread deployment of plat-
forms such as Truenat -- a rapid
molecular diagnostic test that uses
RT-PCR technology for diagnosis

-- puts India in a strong position to
detect and contain emerging vari-
ants swiftly, even in remote and re-
source-limited settings.
Point-of-care testing, which detects
antibodies in blood, played a crucial
role during the pandemic then, and it
continues to be a frontline tool for
detecting emerging variants, such
as XFG, Dr Bhargava said.

“Vigilance is critical now, and
not panic. As we have done in the
past, we should continue testing
when symptomatic, masking in
crowded spaces, and staying up to
date with vaccinations”, he said.
India has seen 74 deaths in the

current surge in COVID-19 cases,
which started January this year.
Kerala continues to be the most af-
fected with over 2,200 cases, fol-
lowed by Gujarat (1223) and Delhi
(757). Official sources have said
that most cases are mild and can be
managed under home care, even as
all states have been instructed to
ensure availability of oxygen, iso-
lation beds, ventilators, and essen-
tial medicines, amidst rising cases
of COVID-19. INSACOG data
also shows that 21 of the newly
emerging cases are linked to the
LF.7 variant -- Maharashtra and Gu-
jarat reporting the highest with six
cases each -- and two to the NB.1.8.1
variant -- one each in Maharashtra
and Tamil Nadu. (PTI)

New XFG COVID-19 variant part of natural evolution
of SARS-CoV-2: Former ICMR chief Dr Bhargava

KALABURAGI (KARNATAKA), June 11: Con-
gress President Mallikarjun Kharge on Wednesday
termed the Enforcement Directorate (ED) searches
against a party MP and three MLAs in the state, as a
“conspiracy” to divide the party in Karnataka.
Without taking the name of the ruling BJP at the

Centre, he claimed that the grand old party was being
targeted, aimed at creating difference within the party,
to reap benefits out of it, but they wouldn’t be suc-
cessful in their attempts as all Congress legislators are
united. “I don’t know the details. I just saw it on TV.
Naturally, if the ED has done it, they have been angry
with the Congress party since the beginning. If they
are targeting the Congress MLAs, there seems to be a
conspiracy to divide our party,” Kharge said. 
Speaking to reporters here, he said if they harass

them by bringing up something now that is said to
have happened during the election, it is not right.
“The matter should have been looked into during

the election, but after one year, one-and-half year, if
they are taking it up now, it seems to be an attempt to
divide the party legislators here. Let’s see how the ED
takes the case. I will get information from the CM
over the phone and see what needs to be done,” he
added.
The ED on Wednesday conducted searches against

Congress Ballari MP E Tukaram and three MLAs of
the party as part of a money laundering investigation
into the alleged Valmiki scam-linked money launder-
ing case, official sources said.
They said five premises in Ballari and three in Ben-

galuru city are being searched under the provisions of
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA).
These include houses belonging to Tukaram and
MLAs Nara Bharath Reddy (Bellary city), J N Ganesh
(Kampli) and N T Srinivas (Kudligi). To a question
about an allegation by the ED that the corporation’s
money was misused, Kharge said, “They may say so.
It is a matter left to ED. I will not interfere. Such in-
quiries happen. During elections, crores of rupees are
seized. Where is it? To whom does it belong? So far,
things haven’t come out. Money was seized from all
parties then. Where is that money?”
Noting that everyone knows who spends how much

during elections, while indicating to the BJP, he said,
“They especially target one party (Congress) because,
if they trouble this party naturally, there will be dif-
ferences within and they feel that it will benefit them.
But it is impossible. Despite all their harassment, all
our MLAs are united and this is nothing new in Kar-
nataka...I don’t want to comment more until the in-
quiry is completed,” he added. (PTI)

AMETHI (UP), June 11:Uttar Pradesh
Minister Mayankeshwar Sharan Singh
on Wednesday accused the Samajwadi
Party (SP) and Congress of trying to di-
vide “Sanatan Dharma and Hindutva”
and historically promoting casteism and
social disintegration.
“But now, they won’t succeed. Sanatan

and Hindutva have always been one and
will remain united,” Singh told reporters
in Amethi. Leaders of the Samajwadi
Party (SP) and Congress in Amethi re-
torted to the allegations, and accused the
BJP of being the real force behind social
division and hatred.
Earlier, the BJP MLA from Tiloi

(Amethi) alleged that the SP and Con-
gress had repeatedly disrespected and
tried to fragment Sanatan Dharma.
“They are now trying to divide Hindus

in the name of caste, but they will fail.
Sanatani Hindus have awakened and will
work together in unity for the nation,” he
said. Singh also claimed that India has
made rapid progress under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership over the last 11
years. “From defence to economic sectors,
India is becoming self-reliant. Our borders
are secure, and Operation Sindoor showed
how the BrahMos missile struck deep in
Pakistan,” he claimed. (PTI)

SP, Congress driving wedge
among Hindus, says UP min

ED searches on Cong MP, MLAs ‘conspiracy’
to divide party in Karnataka: Kharge

JAIPUR, June 12: At least 12
people were killed and over two
dozen were injured in three sepa-
rate road accidents in Jaipur,
Jaisalmer and Jalore districts of
Rajasthan, police said on Wednes-
day.
In Jaipur, five people, including

a newly-wed bride, were killed
while eight others suffered injuries
after a multi-utility vehicle (MUV)
carrying a wedding party collided
head-on with a truck early Wednes-
day morning, officials said.
The accident occurred near

Bhatkabas village on the Dausa-
Manoharpur highway under Raisar
police limits. The victims were
travelling from Shahdol in Madhya
Pradesh to Udaipurwati in Jhun-
jhunu district when the accident
occurred.
“The impact was so severe that

the vehicle was completely man-
gled. Several passengers were
trapped and could only be extri-
cated after intense rescue efforts,”
a police official said.
The deceased include Bharati

(18), the bride; Jeetu (33) Subhash
(28), Ravi Kumar (17) and another
person whose identity is yet to be
ascertained.
The groom, Vikram Meena (25),

is among those seriously injured
and is undergoing treatment at a
private hospital, police said.
In Jaisalmer, three people in-

cluding the groom and a nine-
month-old child were killed and
four others were injured when an
unidentified vehicle collided with
their car near Basanpir village on
Tuesday night, police said.
According to Head Constable

Jaswant Singh of Sadar police sta-
tion, the victims were returning
from a wedding in Pokaran when
the accident occurred around mid-
night.
The deceased were identified as

Lila Ram (45), the groom; Mooli
Devi (35), his sister; and Hitesh (9
months). The injured were referred
to Jodhpur for treatment. Police
said it was the second marriage for
both the bride and groom and
seven family members were trav-
elling together in the car. (PTI)

12 dead, over 2 dozen
injured in separate
road accidents
across Rajasthan

NEW DELHI, June 11: As the
International Day of Yoga ap-
proaches, familiar faces from film,
music and public service are join-
ing the “movement”, reinforcing
yoga’s place in everyday life, the
Ayush ministry said on Wednes-
day.
“Yoga is another word for self-

care and social care,” former gov-
ernor of Puducherry and retired
IPS officer Kiran Bedi said in her
message of support.
Eminent actor Anupam Kher

shared a video message encour-
aging everyone to “celebrate
yoga”.
Veteran actor Anil Kapoor took

to the social media platform ‘X’ to
share his thoughts, saying, “Yoga
inspires, heals, and unites. Let’s
embrace a healthier today and to-
morrow through the spirit of Yoga
Mahotsav.”
Wrestler and motivational

speaker Sangram Singh added,
“Yoga means union  -- the connec-
tion of the soul with the Supreme.

It aligns us with nature and bridges
the gap between our physical and
inner selves. By integrating body,
mind, and spirit, yoga helps us stay
free from stress, anxiety, and de-
pression.”
What began as a national obser-

vance has grown into a people’s
movement, and now, celebrated
names from across the country are
becoming a part of it, the ministry
said.
These messages, rooted in au-

thenticity and lived experience, are
motivating youngsters to redis-
cover India’s rich wellness tradi-
tions, the ministry said in a
statement.
Singer Kailash Kher said that

among the many transformations
in India, the world has acknowl-
edged and embraced the timeless
gift of Yoga.
Globally renowned classical

dancer Sonal Mansingh noted,
“Yoga has been a path to deep in-
sight and spiritual elevation through-
out my life’s journey.” (PTI)

Celebrities, influencers
come forward to promote
International Day of Yoga

JAMMU/SRINAGAR, June 11: National Conference president Fa-
rooq Abdullah on Wednesday returned to Srinagar by the recently
launched Vande Bharat Express after an overnight stay at the Vaishno
Devi shrine in Katra.
“Had a great darshan and I am hopeful that all our prayers for peace,

progress and brotherhood at the shrine will be answered so that we can
move forward and our country also marches ahead and we become part
of its development trajectory,” the former chief minister told reporters on
his return.
The 87-year-old Abdullah took his maiden ride in the Vande Bharat

Express, which connects Kashmir to the rest of the country, to reach Katra
on Tuesday. He stayed at the sanctum sanctorum overnight and took part
in special prayers at the shrine.
He was accompanied by his grandsons Zamir and Zahid, Jammu and

Kashmir minister Satish Sharma, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah’s advisor
Nasir Aslam Wani and several NC legislators, including chief spokesper-
son Tanvir Sadiq.
Asked about his overnight stay at the shrine, Abdullah said, “I felt very

happy.”
“I came here by train and this service is a new beginning for us. This

will not only benefit the pilgrims coming to visit Mata but also prove
beneficial for the pilgrims intending to visit the Amarnath cave shrine
and they will also come in large numbers. This will benefit tourism in
J&K,” he added.
Abdullah said this train is a blessing for Jammu and Kashmir which

will boost trade and tourism.
“The journey was very good. You can see that tourists are also coming.

This train is a blessing. It will increase tourism and trade. Our fruits can
go outside easily and our people can now travel to any part of India com-
fortably. (PTI)

Hope prayers for peace, progress
will be answered: Farooq Abdullah 
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Police to reconstruct crime scene with
deceased’s arrested wife Sonam, aides

Brooms, not bars:
Manipur Police’s

unique approach for
protest management

5202 / 21

Centre wants popular govt installed in Manipur: 
Ex-CM Biren Singh after meetings with Shah

Naga delegation begins historic repatriation
process of ancestral remains from Oxford Museum

IMPHAL, June 11: Former Ma-
nipur chief minister N Biren Singh,
who held meetings with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah in New
Delhi, on Wednesday said that the
Centre, like the people, wants in-
stallation of a popular government
in the restive state.
Manipur is currently under Pres-

ident’s Rule after the resignation of
Singh as the chief minister in Feb-
ruary.
Singh, along with Rajya Sabha

MP Leishemba Sanajaoba, had
gone to New Delhi on Monday to
brief central leaders about the cur-
rent situation in the state where
ethnic violence left at least 260
people dead and rendered thou-
sands homeless since May 2023.
“We met Shah on the night of

June 9. We held a meeting for over
an hour again the next day. I ap-
prised the home minister on vari-
ous issues including bandhs,
internally displaced persons and
restriction on free movement along
highways,” Singh said.
He was speaking to reporters at

the Imphal airport on his return
from the national capital.
“I also apprised him (Shah) of

the people’s desire for a popular

government in the state. Shah said
the central government also wants
the same and will soon consider it
after examining the situation,” the
former CM said.
The process of convening a

meeting of representatives of vari-
ous communities is underway, he
said.
The Centre had on April 5 held

a meeting with representatives of
the warring Meitei and Kuki com-
munities in an effort to bring a last-
ing peace in the state.
To a query on illegal immi-

grants, Singh said, “I handed over
a memorandum to Shah and urged

him to extend the 30-day period
given by the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) for identification of
illegal immigrants from Myanmar
and Bangladesh.”
The MHA on May 19 issued a

30-day deadline for all states and
Union Territories to verify the
identity and documentation of in-
dividuals suspected to be illegal
immigrants from Bangladesh and
Myanmar. Those who fail to pro-
duce valid documents will be li-
able for deportation.
Singh and several Meitei organ-

isations have held illegal immi-
grants from neighbouring

Myanmar responsible for the un-
rest and narcotic drug problems in
the northeastern state.
The BJP leader said the Centre

does not want anything that could
harm the interests of Manipur and
Shah has given his assurance to
him on that.
“He (Shah) also appealed to all

to maintain peace in the state,”
Singh said and urged the people to
launch all movements in a peaceful
and democratic way.
At least 260 people have lost

their lives ever since the ethnic vi-
olence broke out between the Im-
phal valley-based Meitei and
neighbouring hills-based Kuki
communities in May 2023.
Several thousand arms were

looted from different police sta-
tions across Manipur during the
initial phase of the conflict.
Ajay Kumar Bhalla,  a former

Union home secretary, took charge
as governor of Manipur on January
3.
President’s rule in Manipur was

imposed on February 13 after
Singh resigned on February 9. The
state assembly, which has a tenure
till 2027, has been put under sus-
pended animation. (PTI)

Singh and several Meitei organisations have held illegal immigrants from neighbouring Myanmar

SHILLONG, June 11: A special
investigation team of the Megha-
laya Police brought here around
midnight arrested Sonam Raghu-
vanshi, one of the five accused in
the murder of her Indore-based
businessman husband Raja Raghu-
vanshi, and would reconstruct the
crime scene in Sohra, a senior of-
ficer said on Wednesday.
The four others, who were also

arrested from Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh in connection with
the murder, were also taken to
Shillong during the day and would
be produced before a local court,
he said.
Sonam was taken to a hospital

here for a medical examination and
will be produced before a court
during the day as the SIT will seek
her police custody to complete the
investigation, he said.
“The SIT that brought Sonam

arrived here shortly before mid-
night. She was taken to a hospital
here around 2 am to ascertain
whether she was pregnant or not.
She had undergone three tests.
Sonam will be produced before a
court here,” a senior police officer
told PTI.
East Khasi Hills district SP

Vivek Syiem confirmed that the re-
sults of the tests were negative.
“The four other accused per-

sons- Raj Kushwaha, Akash Ra-
jput, Vishal Singh Chauhan and
Anand Kuli - have also been
brought here on transit remand on
Wednesday,” the officer said.
The SIT will seek “police cus-

tody of all the arrested persons,
and will reconstruct the crime
scene in Sohra”, he said.
The Meghalaya Police, which

codenamed the investigation as
‘Operation Honeymoon’, collected
evidence from the residences and
other places frequented by the ac-
cused in Indore and Ghazipur,
Syiem said.

Sonam and her aides were ar-
rested from Indore in Madhya
Pradesh and Ghazipur in Uttar
Pradesh for their alleged role in
conspiring and killing Raja Raghu-
vanshi last month.
The SIT has secured a six-day

remand for the accused persons
from Indore and that of three days
for one arrested from Ghazipur, he
added.
Raghuvanshi and his wife went

missing while vacationing in
Meghalaya’s Sohra area on May
23. His body was found in a gorge
on June 2. (PTI)

Meitei outfit member held for firing at security personnel, 19 others detained

AGARTALA, June 11: Tripura
Youth Congress has sought the
state human rights commission’s
intervention in the wake of alleged
intimidation and threats to its sen-
ior leader Sahajan Islam and his
family members after he criticised
Chief Minister Manik Saha in a so-
cial media post.
In a letter addressed to Tripura

Human Rights Commission Chair-
man Arindam Lodh, state Con-
gress’ youth wing president Neel
Kamal Saha claimed that “BJP-
backed goons” attacked Sahajan’s
house in Shantipara in West Agar-
tala police station area on June 8
after his Facebook live session.
“Besides ransacking household

articles, the goons misbehaved
with the women of the family
members. It is a deep concern that

instead of arresting the attackers,
the police arrested the aged father
and brother of Sahajan… they
were remanded to judicial custody
for 14 days,” he wrote.
He alleged that a section of BJP

workers has been trying to evict
Sahajan from his house.
“Not only Sahajan, they issued

diktat to his mother and wife to
leave the area. They are threaten-
ing the family to bulldoze their
house if they don’t leave the local-
ity,” he said.
Saha said the Tripura Pradesh

Youth Congress considers sending
Sahajan’s father and brother to jail
instead of arresting the attackers
and eviction threat, a violation of
human rights.
“Therefore, the TPYC sought

the rights body’s intervention to

protect the rights of Sahajan and
his family members,” he said.
Reacting to the letter to the state

human rights commission, BJP
sadar (Urban) district president
Ashim Bhattacharjee on Wednes-
day said there was no violation of
human rights.
“We have lodged an FIR against

Sahajan for tarnishing the image of
Chief Minister Manik Saha and
met the West Tripura superinten-
dent of police, demanding his im-
mediate arrest. We have not given
any threat to his family members”,
he said.
On being asked about the arrest

of Sahajan’s father and brother,
Bhattacharjee said, “We have not
lodged any complaint against the
duo. We don’t know why the po-
lice arrested them.” (PTI)

Tripura: Cong youth wing seeks SHRC’s 
intervention after leader’s house ‘attacked’

Common facility centre under PM-DevINE
scheme opened in Nagaland  

DIMAPUR, June 11: Naga elders
and leaders from various ‘Naga tribe
hohos’, accompanied by members of
the Forum for Naga Reconciliation
(FNR) and Recover, Restore, and De-
colonise (RRaD), met with the ad-
ministration of the Pitt-Rivers
Museum (PRM) at the University of
Oxford to initiate the repatriation
process of Naga ancestral human re-
mains that had been displayed in the
museum until 2020 on June 9, accord-
ing to a press release by the FNR. 
The Naga delegation was wel-

comed into the museum by Director,
Professor Dr Laura van Broekhoven
and members of her staff from PRM,
the press note also said.  ”It has been
a long journey to get to this moment”,
said Prof van Broekhoven, as she
welcomed the delegation. 
“I am very pleased we are now at

this moment of the process, that we
were able to welcome all of you to
Oxford”, she stated. 
Prof van Broekhoven added that

“…over a century ago, the first
Naga ancestral human remains were
donated by (John Henry) Hutton to
the Pitt Rivers Museum. Many oth-
ers followed later. These ancestral
remains have been in our care since
then. We know that this week will
be one that we will both feel grief
and sadness when looking back on
that past, and also we will feel hope
as we work towards reconciliation
and healing in the future. I hope we

can support and hold each other
throughout this process”, the press
release also said.

In response to the welcome, Rev-
erend Dr Ellen Konyak Jamir, coordi-
nator of RRaD and member of FNR,
stated that the Naga delegation had ar-
rived with hearts heavy with history,
the press release stated.  She ex-
plained that their presence represents
a sacred journey that began five years
ago to repatriate the physical remains
of Naga ancestors who were taken
away and have resided within the
walls of PRM for generations. 
Acknowledging the complex and

painful colonial past that led to their
presence here, Dr Konyak-Jamir re-
marked, “We recognise and express
our sincere appreciation for the
PRM’s commitment to change, and
ethical stewardship.” 
She praised their courage in con-

fronting complicated histories and
their dedication to the process of repa-
triation. 
“We come with hope in the

process, may this journey appease our

ancestors and our communities,” Dr
Konyak-Jamir said, as she requested
Dr Visier Sanyü, an elder from FNR,
to share the Indigenous chant before
the process began, the FNR press re-
lease added
Dr Sanyü’s chant, titled “Our An-

cestor”, alluded to the parting of the
Naga ancestor from the creator. 
The verse concluded with the hope

that the ancestor would be reunited
with the creator and aid in healing the
wounds of the past. 

The keynote address was delivered
by Thejao Vihienuo, president of the
Angami Public Organisation, who re-
minded the audience of the history of
the Nagas living between the
Brahmaputra and Chindwin rivers.
Vihienuo emphasised that the Nagas
were never conquered until the British
invaded their land in the nineteenth
century and divided their ancestral
domain. 
“We have embarked on this historic

journey, not only for the repatriation
of our ancestors but also as a journey
towards the process of decolonisa-

tion,” he added. 
He acknowledged that the ancestral

remains displayed in the museum had
conveyed the history of the Naga peo-
ple in silence, the press release also
said. 
“We are proud of these ancestors

and are here to pay our respectful
homage to them,” he said. 
“Nagas are aware we cannot undo

the past. But…we are confident that
this process of repatriation will go a
long way in healing the wounds of all
the people involved,” he concluded,
the FNR press statement further said.
The Naga delegation then went to

the room where the ancestral remains
had been placed for them. 
This was the first time such a dele-

gation had been granted access to the
remains since they were removed
from the display room. 
Chanting an incantation to the Blue

Sky Father and Mother Earth, Nepuni
Piku from FNR, invoked the name of
the almighty and announced the pres-
ence of the delegation before the an-
cestral remains to pay homage and
respect. 
He asked for their goodwill and re-

quested that the ancestors bless those
who had come to take them back
home, the press note also said. 
The delegation then laid shawls in

homage as a mark of respect to the
ancestral remains. This brought the
opening day’s events to a close, the
press note also stated. (NNN)

Ceremonial homage, chants, and dialogue mark emotional opening to journey of healing and decolonisation

IMPHAL, June 11: In a novel twist to con-
ventional policing, Manipur Police has traded
handcuffs for brooms and shovels, initiating
a “community service” programme for
dozens of youths detained in various districts
of the valley during violent protests since
June 7. This unique approach follows the un-
rest which was witnessed on the streets after
the arrest of prominent Arambai Tenggol leader
Asem Kanan Singh and four associates during
a joint operation of Manipur Police and the CBI
as he was wanted in several cases.
During the protests, people demanded un-

conditional release of Singh and others, lead-
ing to a 10-day bandh called by Arambai
Tenggol, which was eventually called off on
Tuesday. Instead of facing formal charges
that could mar their futures, over three dozen
young people found themselves on the
streets, not as rioters, but as cleaners.
Leveraging the innovative provisions of

the recently introduced Bharatiya Nagrik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), Manipur Police
handed them the tools of civic duty – brooms
and shovels – to clear the very roadblocks,
burnt tyres, and concrete debris they or others
had created during the protests.
This unconventional move, police officials

said, was a deliberate choice to safeguard the
careers of these “misguided youths.”
By invoking Section 4(f) of the BNSS,

which advises community service for first-
time offenders involved in minor miscon-
duct, authorities are offering a path to
rehabilitation rather than punitive measures.
Widely shared photos and videos show

these young people in custody sweeping the
roads and cleaning up the mess left over from
the three-day protest, creating a powerful pic-
ture of justice balanced with a touch of civic
duty. The unrest that preceded this unusual
policing method was significant.
On June 7, widespread agitation erupted

across various valley districts following the
arrest of Singh, a dismissed head constable
of Manipur Police.
The accused is wanted in several cases, in-

cluding the February 27, 2024, attack by
armed Arambai Tenggol members on the res-
idence of Imphal West Additional Superin-
tendent of Police (Operations) Moirangthem
Amit. (PTI)

IMPHAL, June 11: A member of the Meitei
outfit Arambai Tenggol was apprehended for al-
legedly firing at security personnel during the re-
cent protests in Manipur over the arrests of a
leader of the organisation and four others, police
said on Wednesday.
Nineteen others were also detained for their al-

leged involvement in violence during demonstra-
tions in Imphal, a senior officer said.
The Arambai Tenggol member was arrested

on Tuesday as he was accused of firing at secu-
rity personnel when they were trying to clear a
roadblock in Tera Sapam area in Imphal West
district on June 9, the officer said.
“The assailant, an Arambai Tenggol cadre,

namely Raj @Boinao Pangeijam (39), was ar-
rested by Manipur Police along with the weapon
of offence (pistol),” the police said, adding that

he was produced before a magistrate and has
been remanded to police custody for eight days.
“Protesters, belonging to Arambai Tenggol, at-

tacked security forces while they were trying to
clear the roadblock at Tera Sapam, in Imphal
West district. One of the protesters opened fire
on the troops there and fled the spot,” the officer
said.
The police also detained 19 people for their in-

volvement in “street violence in Imphal East dis-
trict”, he said.
“They were found blocking roads, harassing

commuters and creating public disturbances,
mostly in inebriated conditions, and their actions
caused inconvenience to the law-abiding citizens
and disrupted public order,” the officer said.
Manipur has been witnessing protests as

demonstrators defied prohibitory orders and

clashed with security forces across several dis-
tricts of Imphal valley, demanding the uncondi-
tional release of arrested Arambai Tenggol leader
Kanan Singh and four others.
The police also urged all, especially the youth,

not to get involved in unlawful and anti-social
activities, and said “engaging in such behaviour
can lead to legal consequences that may ad-
versely affect one’s future and career prospects”.
More than 260 people have been killed and

thousands rendered homeless in the ethnic vio-
lence between Meiteis and Kuki-Zo groups since
May 2023.
The Centre had on February 13 imposed the

President’s rule in Manipur after Chief Minister
N Biren Singh resigned. The state assembly,
which has a tenure till 2027, has been put under
suspended animation. (PTI)

IMPHAL, June 11: A 23-year-old
woman has tested positive for
COVID-19 in Manipur, the first
such case in the northeastern state
in the current wave of the coron-
avirus infection, an official said.
Manipur Health Services Direc-

tor Dr Chambo Gonmei told re-
porters that the woman hails from
Bishnupur district and had devel-
oped COVID-like symptoms.
“Her samples were tested at a

private clinic in Imphal, and the re-
sults were positive,” he said.
The tests were conducted on

June 5, and the results came on
Monday, the health services direc-
tor said.
“We are yet to get the history

from the patient,” Gonmei said.
He appealed to people to be on

alert in view of the spread of the in-
fection in other parts of the coun-
try. (PTI)

Manipur reports first COVID
case in current wave

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, June 11: The North
East Centre for Technology Appli-
cation and Reach (NECTAR), an
autonomous institute under the
Union science and technology de-
partment, inaugurated a Common
Facility Centre (CFC) for banana
fibre extraction at New Chü-
moukedima village under Chü-
moukedima district on Wednesday.
The centre aims to promote sus-

tainable livelihoods, skill develop-
ment, and value addition through
efficient utilisation of agricultural
wastes.
The facility has been established

under the ministry of DoNER’s
PM-DevINE scheme as part of the
‘NECTAR Livelihood Improve-
ment Project – A Value Chain on
Utilisation of Banana Pseudostem
for Value-Added Products’.
Chanchal Kumar, secretary,

Ministry of DoNER, attended the
opening ceremony as the chief
guest.
A key highlight of the event was

the formal launch of an organic
biofertilizer derived from banana
pseudostem sap – a product devel-
oped under the same project to
provide eco-friendly fertiliser al-

ternatives for farming communi-
ties. 
This initiative not only promotes

circular economy but also directly
supports soil health and sustain-
able agriculture practices in the re-
gion.  
In his presentation, Arun Kumar

Sarma, director general, NECTAR,
showcased the broader objectives
of the PM-DevINE project and
NECTAR’s portfolio of livelihood-
oriented technological interven-
tions across Northeast.
He highlighted how this specific

project addresses a critical gap in
agricultural waste management by
converting banana pseudostem –
typically discarded as waste into
different useful and marketable
products, including natural fibre,
biodegradable sheets, and hand-
made paper.
He emphasised that this model

offers both environmental and eco-
nomic benefits and can be repli-
cated across other regions and
crops with similar challenges. 
Another important milestone

marked during the ceremony was
the signing of an MoU between
NECTAR and The Entrepreneurs’
Associate (tEA) based in Naga-

land, formalising their collabora-
tion for implementation and oper-
ation of the common facility
centre.
The programme also included

distribution of training materials
and Vasundhara soil organic test-
ing kits to beneficiary farmers
from Nagaland. 
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NEW DELHI, June 11: ZEE5 has released the trailer of its upcoming original film
"Detective Sherdil", a murder mystery headlined by actor-singer Diljit Dosanjh, who
plays the role of an eccentric sleuth navigating a case riddled with secrets, betrayals and
billion-dollar motives.
Set against the backdrop of Budapest, the whodunnit is helmed by debutant director

Ravi Chhabriya, who earlier assisted Ali Abbas Zafar on projects like "Sultan", "Bharat"
and "Tiger Zinda Hai". The film will premiere on ZEE5 on June 20.
The ensemble cast also includes Diana Penty, Boman

Irani, Ratna Pathak Shah, Chunky Panday, Sumeet
Vyas, Banita Sandhu, and Kashmira Irani. 
"Detective Sherdil" follows the murder of a

flamboyant billionaire (played by Irani)
under mysterious circumstances.
"What initially appears to be a hate

crime quickly spirals into a far more
complex case. Enter Detective Sherdil
(Dosanjh), described as an unorthodox
investigator with a razor-sharp mind and
unconventional methods," the official
logline read.
“The trailer of Detective Sherdil is just

the beginning, there's a whole lot more
madness waiting to unfold,” said Chhabriya
in a statement. 
“From day one, I knew we needed a detective

who could balance charm, wit, and swagger—and
Diljit brought all of that and more," he added.
Dosanjh said he enjoyed experimenting with the role. 
“Playing Detective Sherdil has been fun for me. The character's quirks and attitude is

something I have tried differently. Hope audiences enjoy this character and the film," he
said.  "Detective Sherdil" is presented by Zafar's banner AAZ Films and Offside Enter-
tainment. It is a Maurya Entertainment Production. Chhabriya and Zafar have also
penned  the script with Sagar Bajaj. (PTI)
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NEW DELHI, June 11: British singer-songwriter Passenger,
best known for his globally hit track “Let Her Go”, is set to
make his India debut with a three-city tour in November, Book-
MyShow Live announced on Wednesday.
As part of his Asia Tour, Passenger, whose real name is

Michael Rosenberg, will perform in Delhi-NCR on November
19, followed by stops in Mumbai on November 21 and Ben-
galuru on November 22, 2025.
The shows will be held at DLF CyberHub (Delhi-NCR),

Phoenix Marketcity (Mumbai), and Phoenix Marketcity (Ben-
galuru), respectively.
Passenger, 41, shot to global recognition with “Let Her Go”,

the breakout single from his 2012 album 'All The Little Lights',
which topped charts in 19 countries and became the second-
most searched song of all time on Shazam. 
He has released 15 studio albums and some of his other pop-

ular tracks include “Simple Song”, “Anywhere”, “Sword from
the Stone” and “Life's For The Living”.
“Passenger's music holds a rare emotional weight, one that is

quiet, introspective and deeply resonant. For many fans in
India, his songs have been the soundtrack to personal moments,
quietly weaving their way into everyday life. Bringing him to
India for the very first time across three cities is incredibly spe-
cial for us at BookMyShow Live,” said Naman Pugalia, Chief
Business Officer – Live Events, BookMyShow.
“We've always believed in curating experiences that are as

meaningful as they are memorable, and this tour is exactly that:
intimate, honest and led entirely by the music,” he added.
Tickets for the India leg of Passenger's tour will go live on

June 17 exclusively on BookMyShow. (PTI) 

ZEE5 UNVEILS
TRAILER OF 
DILJIT DOSANJHS 
‘DETECTIVE
SHERDIL’, A 
WHODUNNIT SET 
IN BUDAPEST

NEW DELHI, June 11: Streaming service Prime Video on
Wednesday announced that the fourth season of its beloved show
"Panchayat" will debut on June 24.
The show's lead star Jitendra Kumar is returning for the new sea-

son along with Neena Gupta, Raghubir Yadav, Faisal Malik, Chan-
dan Roy, and Sanvikaa.
Created by Deepak Kumar Mishra and Chandan Kumar, “Pan-

chayat” revolves around Abhishek Tripathi (Jitendra Kumar), an en-
gineering graduate who for lack of a better job option, joins as
secretary of a panchayat office in a fictional village named Phulera
in Uttar Pradesh.
In a press release, the streamer said the new season will bring

"fresh challenges, familiar faces, and plenty of comic twists captur-
ing the rhythms of small-town life with humour, warmth, and nu-
ance".
The OTT platform also released the trailer of the fourth season,

giving a sneak peek into the turf war brewing between two spirited
frontrunners -- Manju Devi (Neena Gupta) and Kranti Devi (Sunita
Rajwar). 

"With rally songs, lofty pledges, and lots of fanfare, the village
turns into a buzzing battleground. As both camps race to outshine
and out-scheme the other, Phulera transforms into a carnival of
chaos," read the official logline.
Chandan Kumar said writing 'Panchayat' has been a journey of

deep discovery and gratitude for him.
"What makes this series special is how each season unfolds organ-

ically—building naturally on the one before it while still leaving
room for the journey to continue. Our effort remains to keep the nar-
rative fresh, by introducing new characters and dynamics, while en-
suring it stays true to the emotional rhythm of Phulera," he added.
Gupta said portraying Manju Devi has been deeply fulfilling as

she's grown into one of the most loved and relatable characters.
"Across seasons, it's been exciting to watch her journey from a

hesitant pradhan to a confident voice in Phulera's affairs. With
each chapter, Panchayat adds depth not only to village life but to
every character's evolution. Season four brings unexpected
twists—making the narrative all the more compelling," she said.
(PTI)

‘PANCHAYAT’ SEASON
FOUR SET FOR 
JUNE 24 RELEASE 
ON PRIME VIDEO

‘BOSCH’ SPIN-OFF SERIES ‘BALLARD’
TO PREMIERE ON PRIME VIDEO IN JULY

British musician
Passenger to
embark on 
3-city India
debut tour in
November

NEW DELHI, June 11: The idea for
"In Transit", a four-part docu series
about the lives of trans and non-binary
individuals, was born out of the many
stories filmmakers Zoya Akhtar and
Reema Kagti came across while audi-
tioning for a trans character in the sec-
ond season of their critically-acclaimed
series "Made in Heaven".
Directed by Ayesha Sood and pro-

duced by Akhtar and Kagti through
their Tiger Baby banner, "In Transit" is
set to premiere on Prime Video on June
13.
"Made in Heaven" has been praised

for giving centrestage to LGBTQ indi-
viduals, first with a gay lead in Arjun
Mathur's wedding planner Karan and
then by introducing a trans character
with Meher, who was played by Trine-
tra Haldar Gummaraju, in season two.
Zoya said they "got crazy feedback

from the LGBT community" through
the show as the community felt repre-
sented in an authentic way.
"When we wrote a trans character,

we realised we knew very little... So,
we started interviewing people and the
people that spoke to us were very hon-
est and they shared a lot, including
their  dreams. Mehar was a specific
kind of character, so that story came
out of these interviews.

"We realised that this is some-
thing that we need to expand on in a

different format. They need to tell the
audience their own story and  we
pitched that to Amazon Prime who
went for it in one call so we are lucky,"
Akhtar told PTI in a virtual interview.
The filmmaker said they decided to

rope in Sood to direct the series as they
wanted someone who could shepherd
the project in an authentic way, without
adding any shock value to it.
Sood, a filmmaker, photographer and

editor who runs the media company
Jamun Collective, said when Akhtar
and Kagti approached her with the
idea, she was a little flummoxed as
trans experience is a huge canvas.
"I was like, 'How do you tell the

story of trans people?' Like women in
India, the canvas is huge... There are so
many diverse experiences of being a
woman in India, likewise, being trans
in India is our baseline setting and it is
vast, unique and complex. How do we
bring that out in the stories?
"So, we talk about things that are

universally moving to all of us, like
identity, our place in the world, our re-
lationships with families and finding
love. These are universal things that
move everybody," Sood told PTI.
The team had a long period of re-

search, and eventually found a way as
well as a structure to tell these stories.

"The Indian idea of being
trans is vast. So we wanted to get a

broad range of stories and people from
different contexts and we wanted to be
uniquely rooted in India. These are real
people from different walks of life who
are expressing their trans-ness," Sood
said.
"It was also a matter of who could

tell their stories to us. It's not easy for
everyone to be on camera... These are
tough lives, so it was also about who
could actually tell us these stories," she
added.
"In Transit" is the second project

from the documentary slate that Akhtar
and Kagti are planning to produce
through their banner, following "Angry
Young Men", a cinematic exploration
of iconic screenwriter duo Javed
Akhtar and Salim Khan's filmography.
A third, "Turtle Walker" by Taira

Malaney, will chronicle the extraordi-
nary journey of conservationist Satish
Bhaskar.  Akhtar, known for films such
as "Luck By Chance", "Dil Dhadakne
Do" and "Gully Boy", said she loves
documentaries as the format allows a
filmmaker to explore different stories.
There is also a lot of interest for docu-
mentaries in India now, she added.
"There's a lot more exposure and I

think people are interested in stories.
Certain stories are good as short films,
certain things lend themselves to eight
hours of narrative. Certain things are
good as features, and certain stories

need to be told in their most authentic,
true self," Akhtar said.
Sood credited the OTT platforms for

nurturing the format.
"We now have a growing audience

for documentaries. The platforms are
entirely to be praised for this. They
have brought  documentaries into your
living room and everybody is watching
them. Along with it, the craft has also
elevated."
In "In Transit", Sood brings in a lot

of pop culture references to describe
the trans experience.
The documentary explores the lives

of nine individuals, including a classi-
cal musician from Bangalore, a school
educator from Tripura and a corporate
professional in Mumbai.
The director said these pop culture

references show why representation
matters, whether it is a film or a televi-
sion serial like "Hum Paanch".
"That's what people consume and

spend their time being inspired, watch-
ing and discussing. It wasn't like I
needed to get a Bollywood reference
out here. It's the world that the charac-
ters live in.
"And those are the things that struck

them when they were growing up, like
the first time they saw themselves on
screen, or the first time they felt some-
thing about a character or love or any
such thing," she said.  (PTI)

Zoya Akhtar-Ayesha Sood on ‘In Transit’: We
wanted trans people to tell their own stories

NEW DELHI, June 11: "Bal-
lard", an upcoming spin-off series
to popular show "Bosch", will
debut on streaming service Prime
Video on July 9.
Actor Maggie Q, best known

for starring in movies such as
"Naked Weapon", "Mission: Im-
possible III", "Live Free or Die
Hard" and "Priest", stars in the
lead role in the new series.
"Ballard" introduces a new

character from author Michael
Connelly's bestselling novel se-
ries, a press release said.
In the show, Q essays the role

of Detective Renée Ballard, who
leads the LAPD's new and under-
funded cold case division, tack-
ling the city's most challenging
long-forgotten crimes with empa-
thy and relentless determination. 
"As she peels back layers of

crimes spanning decades, includ-
ing a serial killer's string of mur-

ders and a murdered John Doe,
she soon uncovers a dangerous
conspiracy within the LAPD. 
"With the help of her volunteer

team and retired detective Harry
Bosch (Titus Welliver), Detective
Ballard navigates personal
trauma, professional challenges,
and life-threatening dangers to ex-
pose the truth," read the official
logline.
The series will also feature

Courtney Taylor, John Carroll
Lynch, Michael Mosley, Rebecca
Field, Victoria Moroles, Amy
Hill, Ricardo Chavira, Noah
Bean, Alain Uy and Hector Hugo.
"Ballard" is executive produced

by Michael Connelly, Henrik
Bastin, Michael Alaimo, Kendall
Sherwood, Trish Hofmann, Jet
Wilkinson, and Melissa Aouate.
Jasmine Russ serves as co-execu-
tive producer under Fabel Enter-
tainment. (PTI) 
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HONG KONG, June 11: "The
dressing room is like a funeral
(site)," said Indian football head
coach Manolo Marquez as he
struggled to explain the 0-1 loss to
Hong Kong here even though he
remained optimistic about the
team's chances of qualifying for
the 2027 AFC Asian Cup. 
India conceded in the fifth

minute of stoppage time on Tues-
day, slumping to a second straight
goalless outing in Asian Cup qual-
ifiers, jeopardising their chances of
qualifying for the Asian Cup.
"...we are not very happy. We are

sad. The dressing room is like a fu-
neral, practically," Marquez said
when a question on the future of
the team came up, insisting that it
was not the time to dwell on that
aspect.
"...But I still think that India has

possibilities to qualify," he de-
clared nonetheless in the post-
match press conference. 
Ranked 26 places above their

opponents in the FIFA charts, the

Indians were undone by poor fin-
ishing and lack of composure in
key moments. India should have
taken the lead in the 35th minute
when Ashique Kuruniyan mis-
judged the delivery and fluffed a
golden chance from close range.
"The game is easy to speak. Two

teams fighting and that's all. With-
out too many chances. I think both
teams defended both with order
and one action. This is football," he
said, trying hard to find the right
words to explain the performance.
India now have just one point

from two matches in Group C.
With only the group winners ad-
vancing to the 2027 AFC Asian
Cup in Saudi Arabia, the task
ahead would be arduous. 
"...we are not in a good moment.

In terms of scores, it's difficult for
us to score. But it's true that the
team played with more order than
in other games. This is true. But,
unfortunately, we couldn't get any
points here."
Marquez also lamented his side's

inability to settle for a point.
"I repeat again, it's for me a very

equal game and unfortunately for
us, practically in the last action, we
lost at least one point and Hong
Kong have three points. I told in
the dressing room, obviously we
want to win.
"But sometimes the team doesn't

know how to draw. And today, if
you couldn't win the game before
the minute 90-91, at least try to be
in a position to avoid the defeat.
But I feel that India is still in the
fight."
Asked how India can fix their

scoring woes, the coach responded
with an honest reflection.

"Sometimes you never know.
One day, this is not a problem of
the national team, it's in clubs also.
Sometimes there are four, five, six
games that you don't score and
suddenly you score three-four
goals and you score
However, he steered clear of

criticising individual players but
conceded that at times, nerves are
getting the better of them.
"I cannot say nothing negative

about the players. I think that the
effort was there, the attitude was
there, the plan of the game was
there. In some moments, I feel that
we can play better with the ball and
be more brave," he said.
"But this is about the situation

that the team is not winning and
the players are a little nervous. In
some actions that the pass is clear,
we are a little nervous," he admit-
ted. Since taking over from Igor
Stimac last year, Marquez has
overseen eight matches with only
one win -- a 3-0 friendly victory
over Maldives. (PTI) 

Dressing room seems like a funeral, but we can
still qualify: Marquez after Hong Kong defeat

Tuchel runs
into early

problems with
England as
critics circle

LONDON, June 11: Hired
amid skepticism because of his
nationality, German coach
Thomas Tuchel was brought in
as England manager to get the
national team from soccer's
birthplace “over the line” at a
World Cup for the first time
since 1966.
One year out from the 2026

tournament in North America
and Tuchel has already run into
problems — and is feeling the
wrath of England's fans, too.
The 3-1 loss to Senegal at

home in a friendly match on
Tuesday brought a crashing end
to Tuchel's honeymoon period
that was already tottering after
England could only eke out a
feeble 1-0 win over 173rd-
ranked Andorra four days ear-
lier.
Boos rang out as Tuchel and

England's players left the field
at the City Ground in Notting-
ham after losing to an African
nation for the first time.
Tuchel has coached some of

the world's biggest clubs in
Paris Saint-Germain, Bayern
Munich and Chelsea and was re-
garded, tactically, as a big step-
up from predecessor Gareth
Southgate. For many, Southgate
lacked that magic touch to turn
England into title-winners de-
spite its deep runs at the past
four major tournaments.
These are early days —

Tuchel only started the job in
January — but England might
even have regressed in its latest
era under a foreign coach.
Here's a look at the teething

problems being encountered in
Tuchel's tenure:
TacticsWhile Southgate no

doubt generated a great culture
and atmosphere in the squad off
the field, he was accused of
being too pragmatic and lacking
flexibility in his tactics on it.
Tuchel was expected to be a

huge upgrade in that respect but
England doesn't yet have an
identity under the German. Eng-
land captain Harry Kane listed
the ingredients his team were
missing against Senegal — and
there were plenty.
“With and without the ball,

we aren't quite clicking,” said
Kane, who opened the scoring.
"We aren't finding the right
passes, the right tempo. In the
one-vs.-ones, we're losing duels
and that aggressive nature we've
had.
“There are some ideas that are

new and we have some new
players coming into the team
who haven't got experience at
international level. It's a mixture
of things.”
Tuchel only has four more

camps to get his ideas across
ahead of the World Cup, should
England qualify of course. The
team won its opening three
World Cup qualifiers — against
Albania, Latvia and Andorra —
and tops Group K with five
matches to play from September
to November. 
SelectionSome of Tuchel's

early-tenure selections have
raised eyebrows.
He has brought former Liver-

pool captain Jordan Henderson,
age 34 and most recently play-
ing at Ajax, back into the squad
because of his leadership quali-
ties and to “take care of all the
standards in the group,” Tuchel
said. (AP) 

AustrAliA quAlify for 2026 World
Cup With 2-1 Win over sAudi ArAbiA

England booed after losing to Senegal for
first defeat under coach Thomas Tuchel

NOTTINGHAM (ENGLAND),
June 11: Boos rang out as England
left the field after a 3-1 loss to
Senegal in a friendly Tuesday
which marked the first defeat of
Thomas Tuchel's tenure as coach.
Senegal recovered from conced-

ing Harry Kane's early goal to be-
come the first team from Africa to
record a victory over England.
“We're not going to panic. But

for sure we know we need to do
better,” England captain Kane told
broadcaster ITV and suggested
England had lost “that aggressive
nature that we've had.”
In World Cup qualifying Tues-

day, the Netherlands beat Malta 8-
0 and Austria beat San Marino 4-0.
England's landmark lossKane

was the only player retained in
Tuchel's starting lineup from last
week's 1-0 win over Andorra,
which had caused Tuchel to criti-
cize his team's attitude. The
changes brought little improve-
ment.

Kane's record-extending 73rd
England goal gave his team the
lead in the seventh minute, when
he bundled in after a goalkeeping
error by Edouard Mendy.
Senegal was a step above over

Tuchel's previous England oppo-
nents Albania, Latvia and Andorra,
and England conceded for the first
time in his tenure in the 40th

minute.
Nicolas Jackson chased down a

long pass and hooked it back for
the onrushing Ismaila Sarr to score
after having outpaced Kyle Walker.
Senegal's second goal followed

a long ball to Habib Diarra, who
seemed to be attempting a pass of
his own when the ball deflected in
off goalkeeper Dean Henderson's

leg.
Jude Bellingham thought he'd

leveled the game for England
with a goal at a corner in the 84th
but it was ruled out for an earlier
handball by Levi Colwill. Sene-
gal made it 3-1 when Cheikh Sa-
baly finished off a counter in
stoppage time.
Depay ties a Dutch recordMem-

phis Depay tied the scoring record
for the Netherlands men's national
team with two goals in the eight-
goal win over Malta.
Depay scored in the ninth and

16th minutes for his 49th and 50th
goals, equaling a record set by
team great Robin van Persie.
Depay hit 50 goals in his 102nd
game for the Netherlands, while
van Persie's 50th came in his 101st
game in 2015.
In other World Cup qualifiers in

Europe on Tuesday, Romania won
2-0 against Cyprus, Serbia beat
Andorra 3-0 and Latvia drew 1-1
with Albania. (AP) 

MELBOURNE, June 11: Con-
nor Metcalfe scored his first goal
for Australia and Mitchell Duke
iced the 2-1 victory in Saudi Ara-
bia that ensured the Socceroos
qualified for a sixth straight
World Cup.
Needing just to avoid a five-

goal defeat to secure direct entry
to the 2026 tournament, the Soc-
ceroos rallied with Metcalfe
equalizing just before halftime
with a left-foot strike and Duke
putting them ahead with a 48th-
minute header. Abdulrahman Al
Oboud had opened for the Saudis
after 19 minutes. 
Goalkeeper Mat Ryan made

five saves, including a late
penalty, in his 100th international
for Australia. The Socceroos had
to qualify through playoffs in
2018 and 2022 and so earning the
direct entry took some pressure
off. “We've done the first part —
qualifying automatically,” Soc-
ceroos coach Tony Popovic said.
“Now the next part is to be bigger

and better for the World Cup.”
Popovic was part of the Soc-

ceroos squad that qualified for
2006, ending a long World Cup
drought for Australia, and then
reached the second round. Now
he has guided another generation
of players to the marquee global
tournament.
“We've built a good foundation

now (but) we want to get better,
kick on and try and do something
special in the World Cup," he
said. Earlier, Japan and South
Korea ended successful cam-
paigns on a high with emphatic
home victories over Indonesia
and Kuwait, respectively.
In Osaka, Daichi Kamada

scored after 15 minutes to set
Japan, preparing for an eighth
consecutive World Cup, on its
way to a 6-0 victory.
Takefusa Kubo added a second

five minutes later and Kamada
extended the lead just before the
break. Soon after the restart,
Ryoya Morishita and Shuto

Machino piled on and Mao
Hosoya made it six.
The Palestinian team was elim-

inated from contention after con-
ceding a goal seven minutes into
stoppage time in a 1-1 draw with
Oman, giving the Oman team the
last spot in the next round of con-
tinental qualifying.
Six qualifiers so far from Asi-

aAustralia joins already-qualified
Japan, Iran, South Korea, Uzbek-
istan and Jordan i n reaching the
expanded 48-team tournament in
the United States, Canada and
Mexico. Asia's two other auto-
matic places will be settled be-
tween the six third- and
fourth-place teams. That round
takes place in October. The teams
will be Oman, Qatar, Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates
and Indonesia.
Earlier, South Korea, which has

qualified for an 11th straight
World Cup, sealed the top spot in
Group B after beating Kuwait 4-
0. (AP) 

SAO PAULO, June 11:A goal by
Vinicius Júnior secured Brazil a
place in the 2026 World Cup, quite
a momentous home debut for Carlo
Ancelotti as head coach.
The once prolific duo at Real

Madrid helped Brazil to a 1-0 win
over Paraguay at Sao Paulo.
Ecuador secured its place at next
year's global tournament later Tues-
day with a 0-0 draw at Peru.
Defending champion Argentina,

held to a 1-1 draw by Colombia, had
already qualified and is assured of
finishing atop South American qual-
ifying. Ecuador and Brazil each
have 25 points in the standings, but
the Ecuadorians are in second spot
based on victories. The two nations
are 10 points behind Argentina but,
crucially, more than six points clear
of the seventh-place team with two
games remaining in the qualifying
campaign. The top six teams in
South America earn direct entries to
the 48-team World Cup.
Chile will miss a third consecu-

tive World Cup after losing 2-0 at
Bolivia to remain last in 10-nation
round-robin competition, a result
that cost head coach Ricardo Gareca
his job.
Uruguay beat Venezuela at home

2-0, with goals from Rodrigo
Aguirre and Giorgian de Arrascaeta,
and edged closer to one of the direct
spots with 24 points.
Venezuela, with 18, is one ahead

of Bolivia in the contest for seventh
place that grants an intercontinental
playoff berth.
Lionel Messi had a quiet night in

Argentina's draw with Colombia in
Buenos Aires. Luis Díaz opened the
scoring for the visitors in the 24th
minute. Enzo Fernandez was sent
off in the 70th minute to the disap-
pointment of more than 80,000 fans
at the Monumental de Nunez Sta-
dium. But Julián Alvarez scored the
equalizer in the 81st with a low
crossed shot.
Ancelotti received some frustra-

tion from fans after Thursday's 0-0

draw with Ecuador, as his team fo-
cused on defending the entire match.
The Italian coach, who turned 66
Tuesday, promised changes to make
his team more aggressive at the
NeoQuimica Arena.
He was welcomed by 46,000

fans, including NBA star Gianni An-
tetokounmpo, who displayed a tifo
in yellow and green that read
“Parabens, Carleto” (Happy birth-
day, Carleto in Portuguese).
Gabriel Martinelli replaced mid-

fielder Gerson and was one of the
best players of the encounter.
Raphinha returned after suspension
and created many problems for
Paraguay's defense. And Vinicius
Júnior was often seen as a target-
man, sharing the duties with
Matheus Cunha.
A mistake by Paraguay's defense,

a low cross by Cunha and a gentle
touch by Brazil's new No. 10 pro-
duced the only goal of the match. “It
is for you,” the striker told the coach
as he celebrated.

Despite the low score, the hosts
were much more aggressive than in
most of its games in this World Cup
qualifying campaign.
“We needed to win here for our

people. Now we have more time to
work, see what we can improve,”
Vinicius said after the match. He
won't play Brazil's next game in
qualifying against Chile due to sus-
pension. “We need to celebrate this.
After September it is all about the
World Cup.”
After the final whistle, a clip of

Ancelotti's first days on the job was
shown in big screens around the sta-
dium. A raucous celebration erupted
again, as if the Italian coach had
brought new life to a team that only
three months ago appeared lost and
doomed.
He said the team was balanced

despite having four strikers. He also
said that Cunha's role, as a play-
maker, is the one he figures will be
Neymar's if the veteran fully recov-
ers his fitness. (AP) 

Vinicius Júnior’s goal sends Brazil to 2026 World
Cup, delighting fans in Ancelotti’s home debut

Man City signs 
Reijnders from AC
Milan to complete

$150M spending spree

MANCHESTER, June 11:
Manchester City concluded a
$150 million spending spree
ahead of the Club World Cup by
announcing the signing of
Netherlands midfielder Tijjani
Reijnders from AC Milan on
Wednesday.
The 26-year-old Reijnders

moved for an initial fee of 55 mil-
lion euros ($63 million) and is the
second midfielder — after France
playmaker Rayan Cherki — to
join City in the special June 1-10
transfer window created to allow
sides in the 32-team Club World
Cup to reshape their squads.
City paid Lyon $41 million for

Cherki and also signed Algeria
left back Rayan Aït-Nouri from
Wolverhampton for $42 million.
After deciding not to push to

sign Florian Wirtz — the Ger-
many playmaker is close to join-
ing Liverpool, according to
reports in the British media —
City has spent around the same
amount on three players.
Add this latest splurge to an

outlay of more than $200 million
in the winter transfer window and
City has already spent at least
$350 million on players in 2025
to provide manager Pep Guardi-
ola with a squad capable of re-
claiming the Premier League title
from Liverpool.
Breakthrough seasonReijnders

has just been named as the best
midfielder in Serie A after a
breakthrough campaign in which

he scored 15 goals and added five
assists across all competitions for
Milan, which endured a dismal
season and failed to qualify for
Europe. He joined Milan from AZ
Alkmaar in 2023 for a fee of
around 20 million euros (then
$22.4 million) and recently
signed a contract extension
through to June 2030. That's the
length of his contract at City, too.
City is releasing De Bruyne to

end his 10-year stint at the club
and now has Reijnders and
Cherki to link up with Rodri in an
enticing midfield set-up.
Reijnders said he was “ecsta-

tic” to be joining City.
“It is also a dream come true to

play in the Premier League," he
said. “This league has seen many
of the best Dutch players perform
through the years and it's an in-
spiration to follow in their foot-
steps.” City director of football
Hugo Viana said Reijnders —
who specializes in being a ball-
carrying midfielder — will add
“extra energy, composure and
creativity to our midfield.”
City announced the transfer of

Reijnders a day after the special
transfer window closed but ap-
pears to have signed him in time
for him to play in the new-look,
32-team Club World Cup, which
starts on Saturday.
City is in the same group as Ju-

ventus, Al Ain and Wydad
Casablanca and its first match is
on June 18. (AP) 

Jon Rahm: Smaller fields make
top 10s easier at LIV Golf

OAKMONT (USA), June 11:
Two-time major champion Jon
Rahm comes into the U.S. Open off
another top 10 at LIV Golf, which is
nothing new. The Spaniard has
never come in lower in the 20 events
he has finished since joining the
Saudi-backed league at the start of
last year.
Is that a big deal?
“I would happily trade a bunch of

them for more wins, that's for sure,”
said Rahm, who has two LIV victo-
ries but has yet to win this year. “But
I keep putting myself in good posi-
tion.” One of the criticism of LIV is
the 54-man fields over 54 holes, es-
pecially with a half-dozen or more
considered past their prime and sev-
eral unproven young players. Rahm
delivered some context on his
streak. “Listen, I'm a realist in this
case,” he said. “I've been playing re-
ally good golf, yes, but I'd be lying
if I said that it wasn't easier to have
top 10s with a smaller field. That's
just the truth, right? Had I been play-
ing full-field events, would I have
top 10 every single week? No. But
I've been playing good enough to

say that I would most likely have
been inside the top 30 every single
time and maybe even top 25.”
He considered that impressive,

and he figures most of those would
be top 10s. Rahm tied for eighth last
week in Virginia without ever hav-
ing a serious chance of winning over
the final few holes. He said against
a full field, he doubts that would
have been a top 10.
“I think winning is equally as

hard, but you can take advantage of
a smaller field to finish higher,” he
said. “As much as I want to give it
credit personally for having that
many top 10s, I wouldn't always
give it as the full amount just know-
ing that it's a smaller field.”
DeChambeau and LIVBryson

DeChambeau says the contract he
signed to join Saudi-funded LIV
Golf is up next year and he's already
looking ahead to a new one. “We're
looking to negotiate end of this year,
and I'm very excited. They see the
value in me. I see the value in what
they can provide, and I believe we'll
come to some sort of resolution on
that,” DeChambeau said. (AP) 
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KOWLOON (HONG KONG), June
11: There was no stopping Indian foot-
ball’s decline as the senior men’s team,
lacking in spunk, finishing skill and the
will to fight, suffered a calamitous 0-1
defeat to lower-ranked Hong Kong in a
crucial 2027 AFC Asian Cup Qualifier
match here on Tuesday.
Hosts Hong Kong emerged victorious

after an injury-time goal by Stefan
Pereira.
The referee awarded Hong Kong the

penalty after India custodian Vishal Kaith
came out of the goalline and tried to
punch the ball to safety, only to end up
hitting Michael Udebuluzor and injuring
the player.
Pereira (90+4) stepped up to take the

spot kick and shot the ball to the right of
Kaith, who was also shown a yellow card
for his injury-time foul.
The latest reverse jeopardised India’s

prospects of reaching the next Asian Cup
in Saudi Arabia, and the team is also set
to drop to 133 on the FIFA rankings with
Hong Kong gaining points and climbing
up in the pecking order.
It is a continuation of a series of disap-

pointing results that the team has endured
in recent years during which activities off
the field grabbed more headlines than on-
field performances, including the uncer-
emonious exit of previous head coach
Igor Stimac after an ugly dispute with his
employers All India Football Federation
(AIFF).
Such has been the team’s woes that

head coach Manolo Marquez was forced
to convince Sunil Chhetri to come out of
retirement a year after he called it quits
in international football.
However, even his comeback has not

been able to lift the team out of the abyss
it has found itself in recent times. The fu-
ture of Manolo, who succeeded Stimac
while also holding on to his job as ISL
side FC Goa’s coach, is also uncertain
with the national team.
As his wards went about fluffing the

two-three clear chances that came their
way, Manolo was seen expressing his
frustration on the touchline.
Earlier in the day, Manolo kept out vet-

eran striker Chhetri from the starting XI.
A sea of red packed the stands at the

newly built Kai Tak Stadium but despite
the strong home support, India did pretty
well to create a few chances in the first
half, even though Hong Kong enjoyed
more possession. But, as has been the
trend with them in recent times, the lack
of finishing has again let the Blue Tigers
down in the first 45 minutes.
Among the opportunities that came

their way before the half time break, the
Indians came closest in the 35th minute
but Ashique Kuruniyan shot the ball wide
from a close range after Liston Colaco
ran down the left to provide him a nice
cross.
Meanwhile, after having received med-

ical attention after getting injured, Colaco
unleashed a powerful long-range shot but
it went straight into the keeper’s gloves.

Hong Kong also grew in confidence as
the game approached the half time. The
home team could have taken the lead
from a free-kick had it not been for a
timely clearance by Asish Rai from goal-
mouth after custodian Vishal Kaith was
beaten.
Both India and Hong Kong have had

their moments but neither side could con-
vert in a tightly contested first half of this
crucial 2027 AFC Asian Cup Qualifier.
Kuruniyan, who has otherwise per-

formed his job admirably on the flanks,
looked to have got another chance to
break the deadlock some minutes into the
second half, but could not.
Soon after, coach Marquez brought on

India’s all-time highest goal-scorer
Chhetri alongside Naorem Singh in place
of Kuruniyan and Brandon Fernandes.
India created chances in the second

half too, including in the 81st minute
when Lallianzuala Chhangte found
Chhetri with a brilliant cutback inside the
Hong Kong box, but the veteran striker
was not able to connect it well.
The result is a setback for India who

came into the game after a goal-less
draw against Bangladesh in their first
Asian Cup qualifying match, at home
in March. India have one point from
two games and are last in the group,
and only one team from the pool of four
will qualify for the final. India will now
need to win their remaining four
matches, but given their inability to
score, it looks improbable. (PTI)

Indian football continues to slide as team
suffers defeat to lower-ranked Hong Kong

NASHVILLE (USA), June 11: The
only bright side for the U.S. soccer team
is the World Cup starts in a year, not this
week.
The Americans conceded four goals in

the first half, failed to get a shot on target
and were embarrassed in a 4-0 blowout
loss to Switzerland in a friendly on Tues-
day night.
“It’s really easy to look at one game,

one half, and be like, oh, this is all going
to pieces, they can’t come back from
this,” defender Walker Zimmerman said.
“But you look even the build-up to the
2022 (World Cup), we take down Mo-
rocco 3-0 and they make it into the semi-
final. Things change — that was six
months apart. It’s not the end of the
world.”
Heading into their CONCACAF Gold

Cup opener against Trinidad and Tobago
on Sunday, the Americans are on a four-
game losing streak for the first time since
2007 and have dropped four consecutive
home games for just the third time overall

and first time since 1988.
U.S. coach Mauricio Pochettino

blamed himself for picking a starting
lineup that included four players with
two or fewer international appearances.
He wanted them to gain international
experience but the Americans gave up
four goals by the 40th minute for the
first time since Nov. 9, 1980, at Mexico
and the first time ever at home, accord-
ing to Opta.
“It was my decision and the decision

didn’t work,” he said. “It’s painful be-
cause you don’t want to improve losing
games.”
A dismayed fan base, angered by first-

round elimination at last year’s Copa
America and two losses in the CONCA-
CAF Nations League final four in March,
is questioning the commitment of the
team’s player pool.
The U.S. was missing star Christian

Pulisic (wanted time off); Yunus Musah
(personal reason not disclosed); Weston
McKennie, Tim Weah, Gio Reyna

(headed to the Club World Cup); Antonee
Robinson, Tyler Adams and Folarin Ba-
logun (injured); and Sergiño Dest (re-
gaining fitness).
Dan Ndoye scored in the 13th minute,

Michel Aebischer in the 23rd, Breel Em-
bolo in the 33rd and Johan Manzambi in
the 36th. Goalkeeper Matt Turner, play-
ing his first match for club or country
since March 23, spilled a shot that led to
Embolo’s goal. Defenders left the Swiss
lots of space.
“You have to take your licks and un-

derstand where things went wrong and
try to put them right in the next five
days,” said defender Tim Ream, among
five players who entered at the start of the
second half. “There’s some individual er-
rors that we make and we get punished
for them at this level.” 
Instead of a steady improvement, the

U.S. has regressed since reaching the sec-
ond round of the 2022 World Cup. The
Americans are 5-5 under Pochettino, who
took over after the Copa America flop led
the U.S. Soccer Federation to fire coach
Gregg Berhalter.
The U.S. also plays Saudi Arabia and

Haiti in the Gold Cup’s first round — the
Americans have won their group in 16 of
17 Gold Cups, along with a second-place
finish to Panama in 2011. They’re group
stage record is 40 wins, one loss and five
draws.
Only winning the tournament likely

will calm supporters.
“I know in this sport you’re not judged

on one game, one half, but you’ve got to
be able to bounce back mentally, physi-
cally, emotionally,” Zimmerman said.
“We’ve played hundreds of games in our
career. Some are going to be amazing.
Some aren’t going to be so good.”
Pochettino isn’t concerned fans will

give up on the U.S. team and stay away
from matches.
“The fans are going to be there for sure

in the Gold Cup and the World Cup,” he
said. “I have no worries about that. The
fans are going to be with the team.” (AP) 

On first 4-game losing streak since 2007, US
looks unprepared with World Cup a year away

The Great Indian Football Mess: Bhutia, others demand overhaul of ‘rotten’ system
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KOLKATA, June 11: Outraged by
India’s plummeting fortunes on the foot-
ball field, talismanic former captain
Bhaichung Bhutia has accused the na-
tional federation of destroying the sport
while some other stakeholders have lam-
basted the current system as “rotten” and
riddled with “fragile egos”.
Bhutia’s scathing attack on the All

India Football Federation (AIFF) and its
President Kalyan Chaubey came a day
after the team collapsed to a stunning 0-1
loss to a lower-ranked Hong Kong in the
third round of the AFC Asian Cup quali-
fiers.
“It’s very painful to see... we are defi-

nitely struggling now to even qualify for
the Asia Cup, which we’ve been qualify-
ing for regularly,” Bhutia told PTI.
“Countries like Uzbekistan, Indonesia

(likely qualifiers based in current form)
and Jordan have qualified for the World
Cup, and we are still struggling for the
Asia Cup. Very unfortunate,” he
lamented.
The loss on Tuesday left India’s hopes

of qualifying for the 2027 Asian Cup
hanging by a thread -- a stark contrast to
their recent back-to-back appearances at
the continental showpiece.
Visibly anguished, the former India

captain called for Chaubey’s resignation
and demanded a structural overhaul of In-
dian football, describing the on-field dis-
asters and off-field chaos as symptoms of

a deeper rot.
Current India head coach Manolo Mar-

quez, who is also the coach of Indian
Super League side FC Goa, took over
from Croatian legend Igor Stimac in July
last year. Stimac was sacked after a string
of disappointing results, including a loss
to Afghanistan in a World Cup qualifier
in Guwahati.
Marquez hasn’t been able to arrest the

slide either and the team has logged just
one win in its last eight matches. It is
being widely speculated that he does not
wish to continue in the position.
India had trained for nearly three weeks

in Kolkata ahead of the crucial match on
Tuesday, only to be outclassed by a team
ranked 26 notches below them (India:
127, Hong Kong: 153).
The latest defeat is expected to push the

country down to 133 in the FIFA rank-
ings.
Bhutia, who was defeated by Chaubey

in the AIFF presidential election in Sep-
tember 2022, did not mince words while
calling out the current leadership, alleging
mismanagement, corruption, and bypass-
ing of key footballing committees in
major decisions, including the appoint-
ment of Marquez.
“Kalyan Chaubey has destroyed Indian

football. Chaubey has to resign and leave.
He has completely destroyed it. Three
General Secretaries in two-and-a-half
years -- the entire structure, the system

will have to be changed,” he said.
“Controversy after controversy, corrup-

tion charge... even after months now we
don’t know who the I-League winner is,”
he added, referring to the ongoing legal
tussle between Inter Kashi and Churchill
Brothers for the championship.
He accused Chaubey of bypassing the

Technical Committee to appoint Marquez
and criticised the decision to let the
Spaniard simultaneously coach both FC
Goa and the national team.
Bhutia also criticised the decision to

bring talismanic striker Sunil Chhetri out
of international retirement, saying it was
a poor call driven more by desperation
than planning.

“It was nice of him to come out of re-
tirement, but it was a completely bad de-
cision. Manolo should not have requested,
and now we hear the Federation pushed
for it. But what’s changed?” he asked.
“There is nothing happening at the

grassroots. It’s all negative news off the
field, and that reflects on the national
team’s performance.”
Bhutia also ridiculed AIFF’s decision

to offer a USD 50,000 match bonus in-
stead of a qualification-linked reward for
the Hong Kong game.
“You’re paying ̀ 42 lakh for one game.

Why not link it to qualification? It just
shows how clueless the management is.”
Former India international Goutam

Sarkar echoed Bhutia’s sentiments, ex-
pressing frustration at the team’s stagna-
tion and the federation’s failings.
“We have not progressed even an inch.

If Sunil Chhetri continues to be your in-
dispensable player, can it be more unfor-
tunate?” he wondered.
“Of course, the Federation is com-

pletely responsible. They have been a
complete failure.”
Legendary defender and coach Subrata

Bhattacharya slammed the obsession with
foreign coaches and called for more faith
in Indian talent.
“It’s no guarantee that a foreign coach

will give you success. Domestic coaches
like PK Banerjee and Amal Dutta brought
glory.”
“Foreigners in ISL won’t help Indian

players develop. Only Indian coaches
know our boys and can develop them.”
On Chhetri’s return, Bhattacharya, who

also happens to be his father-in-law, said,
“It’s his personal decision, but if it was
done to serve someone’s personal interest,
it’s wrong.”
Two of Indian football’s key club stake-

holders -- Bengaluru FC owner Parth Jin-
dal and FC Goa CEO Ravi Puskur -- also
launched a scathing attack on the AIFF
and the broader footballing ecosystem,
calling for deep introspection and struc-
tural reform in the wake of the humiliat-
ing defeat.
FC Goa’s Puskur called the system

“rotten in ways we refuse to admit.”
“Everything moves on influence,

favours, and fragile egos. We don’t have
the maturity to manage the ecosystem we
claim to be building. We turn on each
other faster than we face uncomfortable
truths,” Puskur wrote on X.
Puskur, however, felt that blame for the

national team’s persistent failures cannot
be placed solely on the federation, the
coach, or the players.
“We lost the match versus Hong Kong

yesterday and there’s outrage -- players,
coach, federation, clubs are all facing the
ire. But the truth is: blame isn’t isolated.
It belongs to all of us. And yes, that in-
cludes me,” he added.
“Clubs -- mine included -- have in-

flated player salaries irresponsibly. We are
outbidding each other for perception,
knowing fully well it’s unsustainable.
Then we act shocked when these players
fall flat on the international stage. WE
built that illusion.”
Bengaluru FC owner Parth Jindal also

lashed out at the AIFF on social media,
calling for urgent course correction.
“This is completely unacceptable @In-

dianFootball - just not good enough under
any circumstances - deep introspection
needed by the AIFF - this is not what all of
us lovers and backers of Indian football
have spent our hard-earned money and ef-
fort to witness - get a manager and a system
that works -- it’s high time,” he said. (PTI) 

LONDON, June 11:
Teenage fast bowler Eddie
Jack has been “invited to
practise” with England’s sen-
ior team ahead of the first Test
against India after producing
impressive efforts for the
Lions against India A in the
two four-day games, accord-
ing to a report.
India begin their new

World Test Championship
cycle taking on England in a
five-match series beginning
with the first match at Head-
ingley from June 20.
The 19-year-old Hamp-

shire seamer caught the selec-
tors’ attention by dismissing
India batter KL Rahul, who
had scored a century in the
first innings, during their
drawn second unofficial Test
in Northampton.
Standing at 6-foot-4, Jack

has “impressed” England
Lion’s coaching group, in-
cluding Andrew Flintoff,
Mark Wood and Graeme
Swann, The Times, London,
reported.
Jack, who is yet to make

his County Championship
debut for Hampshire, has
played two first-class
matches -- both against India
A -- and represented England
U-19s earlier this year in
South Africa.
He also took five wickets

last month in a warm-up
game against Zimbabwe,
while playing for a combined
counties XI.
In Northampton, Jack reg-

ularly beat the bat of India
Test stars, including Nitish
Reddy and Dhruv Jurel. (PTI) 

England sweeps T20 series against the West 
Indies after Duckett’s 84 sets up 37-run win
SOUTHAMPTON (ENGLAND),
June 11: England completed a 3-0
sweep of the Twenty20 international
series against the West Indies after
smashing 248-3 en route to a 37-run
win in Southampton on Tuesday.
Put into bat for what proved a high-

scoring third and final match of the se-
ries, England racked up its
second-highest total in the format as
Ben Duckett made a 46-ball 84 and put
on 120 for the opening wicket with
Jamie Smith, whose 26-ball 60 in-
cluded five sixes.
England delivered its highest-ever

score after 10 overs of a T20 — 135-1
— and never let up, with captain Harry
Brook (35) and Jacob Bethell (36) shar-

ing an unbroken stand of 70 in 5.1 over
to help set an imposing target of 249.
The Windies never really got close

on a good batting track though still
made a commendable 211-8 after slip-
ping to 70-4 after 7.1 overs.
Rovman Powell was the top scorer

for the tourists with an unbeaten 79 off
45 balls, and captain Shai Hope had a
27-ball 45.
England also won the ODI series be-

tween the teams by a 3-0 margin, mark-
ing an ideal start to the white-ball
captaincy for Brook.
England’s focus switches to test

cricket now, with a highly anticipated
five-match series against India starting
June 20. (AP)

England call up teenager Jack
to train with Test squad after
impressing against India A

Page 12 June 12 (GHY)_Normal Pages  11-06-2025  21:26  Page 1


	Page 1 June 12
	Page 2 June 12
	Page 3 June 12
	Page 4 June 12
	Page 5 June 12
	Page 6 June 12
	Page 7 June 12
	Page 8 June 12
	Page 9  NE June 12
	Page 10 JUne 12
	Page 11 June 12 new
	Page 12 June 12

