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A step forward to transform Barak Valley: CM
HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, June 23: The pro-
posed Greenfield Doloo Airport
project in the Cachar district took
a significant leap forward on Mon-
day as the mandatory public hear-
ing concluded without incident,
asserted Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma.  
The CM has called it “A Major

Step Forward” in the state’s efforts
to transform Barak Valley into a
thriving hub of connectivity and
economic progress.
“The public hearing for the

Greenfield Doloo Airport project
in Cachar district concluded peace-
fully today — a significant mile-
stone in our journey to transform
Barak Valley into a hub of connec-
tivity and development,” Sarma
wrote. “We are now one step closer

to realising our grand vision for the
region. Gratitude to all stakehold-
ers for their cooperation and sup-
port.” The public hearing, a key

part of the environmental clearance
process, saw the participation of
government officials, local resi-
dents, and environmental experts.

The peaceful conclusion is being
seen as a positive indicator of pub-
lic support and a green signal for
the next phase of approvals and
groundwork. The Doloo Airport
project, once completed, is ex-
pected to boost tourism, improve
regional access, and open new av-
enues for trade and employment in
southern Assam
Earlier, last year, The Supreme

Court overturned an order from the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
that had rejected a plea against
land clearance at the Doloo Tea Es-
tate in Silchar, Assam, for a pro-
posed greenfield airport.
The Environmental Impact As-

sessment (EIA) notification of
2006 was broken by the clearing
activities that were underway, ac-
cording to (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Public hearing on Cachar Greenfield airport ends peacefully

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, June 23: The 74th
Foundation Day of the Karbi Ang-
long Autonomous Council (KAAC)
was celebrated with grandeur and a
strong sense of community at Sars-
ing Teron Langkung Habe (Town
Hall) in Diphu. 
The occasion reflected the cul-

tural vibrancy and developmental
strides of Karbi Anglong, drawing
participation from prominent lead-
ers, cultural personalities, and local
residents. Chief Executive Member
(CEM) Tuliram Ronghang led the
celebration as chief guest, with
Member of Parliament Amarsing
Tisso attending as Guest of Honour. 
The event was also graced by

MLAs Darsing Ronghang of
Howraghat and Bidya Sing En-
gleng of Diphu, KAAC Chairman
Raju Tisso, Padmasree Dhoneswar
Ingti, executive members, District
Commissioner Nirola Phangchopi,
Senior Superintendent of Police
Sanjib Kr Saikia, and several other
dignitaries including Kache
Teronpi, Humsing Bey, and BJP
district president Roland Killing.
The day featured a rich array of

cultural performances, traditional
music, and folk expressions show-
casing the ethnic diversity of the
region. In their addresses, digni-
taries recalled the journey of the
KAAC since its establishment on
June 23, 1952, as the Mikir Hills Au-
tonomous Council. The progress
made in infrastructure, education,
and public service delivery was
highlighted as a testament to the
success of self-governance.
In his speech, CEM Tuliram

Ronghang paid tribute to the found-
ing leaders of the Council, lauding
their commitment to the ideals of au-
tonomy and development. He an-
nounced that several road projects
undertaken under KAAC were com-
pleted in 2025, while remaining
works are scheduled for completion
by March 2026. He also inaugu-
rated newly developed websites for
the Information & Technology and
Art & Culture Departments to
strengthen digital governance and
cultural documentation.
A major highlight of the event

was the presentation of awards to
individuals who have made re-
markable (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

CEM lauded founding leaders
for their commitments
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 23: In a sig-
nificant step towards ensuring the
welfare of government employees
and their families, the Assam gov-
ernment has disbursed ` 80 lakh to
the family of a deceased police of-
ficer under a life insurance scheme
initiated by Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma. 
The scheme, implemented

through a formal agreement be-
tween the Government of Assam
and the State Bank of India (SBI), is
aimed at providing financial support
to families of government employ-
ees who die while in service.
According to an official state-

ment, the compensation was granted
to the family of late Sub-Inspector
Archana Devi, who was serving at

Bhangagarh Police Station in Guwa-
hati.  On October 9, 2024, Archana
Devi met with an accident and sus-
tained serious injuries. 
Despite receiving treatment at

the Gauhati Medical College and
Hospital, she succumbed to her in-
juries on October 21.
Following her death, her mother,

Bhumita Devi, submitted a formal
appeal to chief minister Sarma, re-
questing financial compensation of
` 1 crore under the provisions of
the police life insurance scheme. 
Recognising the gravity of the

loss and the urgent need to support
the bereaved family, the chief min-
ister directed officials to take im-
mediate administrative action to
process the claim.
In accordance with the terms of

the agreement between the state
government and the State Bank of
India, all necessary formalities
were completed and the claim was
approved. 
Subsequently, on May 26, the

State Bank of India disbursed a
sum of ` 80 lakh to Bhumita Devi
as insurance compensation.
The official statement noted that

this disbursement marks a success-
ful implementation of the life in-
surance initiative, which was
introduced as a part of the Chief
Minister’s larger vision to ensure
social security for government em-
ployees, particularly those serving
in high-risk sectors such as the po-
lice force. The scheme has been
widely appreciated for bringing a
sense of (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

` 80 lakh aid for cop’s family
under Govt insurance scheme

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, June 23: Persistent
heavy rainfall disrupted the ongo-
ing well capping operations at the
ONGC site in Barichuk, Bhatiapar
on Monday, creating a slushy and
challenging work environment. 
The critical operation, being car-

ried out under the supervision of
US-based experts, experienced a
temporary setback due to the in-
clement weather. 
However, ONGC officials con-

firmed that the Crisis Management
Team (CMT) continued making
steady progress in safely clearing
the rig derrick of tubing.

In a significant development, an
extra-long boom crane, vital for
both capping the well and clearing
remaining rig equipment, arrived at
the site (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Heavy rain slows ONGC well 
capping operation in Sivasagar

NEW DELHI, June 23: Cyclone
warning systems have become
substantially more accurate, with
improvements of up to 65 per cent
in landfall prediction within 48
hours, a senior official on Monday
said.
Addressing a press conference

on 11 years of the Modi govern-
ment, Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MoES) Secretary Dr M.
Ravichandran said forecasts of
other severe weather events such
as heavy rainfall, fog, and heat-
waves have improved by 40 per
cent over the last five years.
Monsoon forecasting has also

seen a major shift, moving from
statistical to physics-based models
under the National Monsoon Mis-
sion, significantly enhancing the
accuracy and spatial resolution of
seasonal predictions.
“These improvements are the re-

sult of sustained investments in re-
search infrastructure and
technology over the past decade,”
said Dr Ravichandran, while out-
lining the ministry’s key achieve-

ments from 2014 to 2025.
Among the major milestones

highlighted was the launch of the
Bharat Forecast System in May
2025, a high-resolution (6 km)
global weather model aimed at
strengthening India’s capability in
weather prediction.
In September 2024, the govern-

ment also rolled out ‘Mission
Mausam’, a nationwide initiative
to make India “weather ready and
climate smart”.
India’s first Earth System Model

(IITM-ESM) played a key role in
international climate science, con-
tributing to the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change’s Sixth
Assessment Report (IPCC AR6)
and the Coupled Model Intercom-
parison Project Phase 6 (CMIP6),
he said.
In ocean science, the Deep

Ocean Mission marked a turning
point with successful wet harbour
trials of Matsya-6000, India’s
manned submersible capable of
reaching 6,000 metres below sea
level.

Dr Ravichandran said this will
pave the way for deep-sea explo-
ration and sustainable extraction of
marine resources.
“We have also discovered two

active and two inactive hydrother-
mal vents in the Indian Ocean and
identified 23 new species in biodi-
versity surveys --strengthening
India’s position in ocean science,”
he added.
The ministry also released an In-

tegrated Ocean Energy Atlas to as-
sess renewable energy potential,
estimated at 9.2 lakh TWh annu-
ally, from India’s Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ), including
wave, tidal, wind and ocean ther-
mal energy.
Services for the fishing and mar-

itime community have expanded
considerably, with over seven lakh
fishermen now receiving Potential
Fishing Zone (PFZ) advisories, up

from one lakh in 2014.
Marine services such as oil spill

alerts, coral bleaching forecasts
and harmful algal bloom warnings
now reach nearly 9.45 lakh stake-
holders across India and in six
other Indian Ocean countries, the
official said.
India’s tsunami alert capabilities

have also advanced, he added.
“Earlier, we were limited to In-

dian Ocean events, but now we can
issue tsunami warnings within 10
minutes for any global ocean earth-
quake. These alerts are shared with
25 Indian Ocean Rim countries,”
said Dr Ravichandran. In polar sci-
ence, India continues to operate
two Antarctic research stations and
one in the Arctic, supporting over
100 scientists annually.
The passage of the Antarctic Bill

in 2022 and the release of the In-
dian Arctic Policy the same year
further strengthened India’s scien-
tific and diplomatic presence in
polar regions, he said.
Domestically, the National Seis-

mological Network now comprises

166 observatories, up from 86 in
2014, enabling the detection of
earthquakes of magnitude 3.0 and
above, he said.
Eight Indian cities have under-

gone seismic microzonation to im-
prove earthquake-resilient
infrastructure, he said. A three-km
deep borehole in Maharashtra’s
Koyna region is being studied to
understand reservoir-triggered
quakes.
The MoES official said the min-

istry has also implemented thermal
desalination in Lakshadweep, im-
proving access to potable water
and reducing water-borne illnesses.
Coastal restoration projects in
Puducherry and Tamil Nadu have
reclaimed eroded beaches using in-
novative engineering solutions.
To make scientific services more

accessible, the ministry has
launched several public-facing mo-
bile apps -- Mausam, Meghdoot,
Damini, SAFAR AIR, and
Bhookamp -- and digital platforms
like the Earth System Science Data
Portal and Digital Ocean. (PTI)

Cyclone warning systems have become substantially more accurate: MoES
Weather models, ocean science, and polar research strengthened over 11 years

Shut down terror finance, Union Minister Puri
tells world on Kanishka bombing anniversary

DUBLIN (IRELAND), June 23: Union Min-
ister Hardeep Puri on Monday called on the in-
ternational community to close down funding
channels to terrorists and to unitedly combat the
global menace as he paid tributes to the victims
of the Air India Flight 182 Kanishka bombing
on its 40th anniversary.
Puri also urged for deeper collaboration be-

tween India and Canada through intelligence
sharing, counter-radicalisation efforts, and the
disruption of terror financing as he described
the Kanishka explosion as “one of the worst and
most dastardly acts of aviation terror.”
The Montreal-London-New Delhi Air India

‘Kanishka’ Flight 182 exploded 45 minutes be-
fore it was supposed to land at UK’s Heathrow
Airport on June 23, 1985 due to a bomb planted
by Canada-based terrorists, killing all 329 peo-
ple on board, including over 80 children, most
of them Canadians of Indian descent.
The Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural

Gas was joined by Irish Prime Minister
Taoiseach Micheal Martin and Canada’s Min-
ister of Public Safety Gary Anandasangaree to
pay tributes to the Kanishka victims at the
Ahakista Memorial in County Cork, about 260
kilometres southwest from here.
Speaking at the commemoration of the 40th

anniversary, Puri thanked the “wonderful com-
munity of Ahakista and the people of Ireland,”
who he said, rose to the occasion when the ac-

cident happened 40 years ago.
“Irrespective of the differences in ideologies

and political differences, we need to be vigilant
about terrorism and united in combating the
menace,” he said on X.
Asserting that time has come to close off the

funding channels of terrorists and separatists
mindsets, so that there is no scope for extrem-
ism, Puri said in another post on X, “We need
to double our efforts to ensure that what hap-
pened on June 23, 1985 is not repeated any-
where in the world in future.”
He said the tragedy was not an accident but a

“deliberate, heinous act carried out by fringe el-
ements seeking to divide India.”
Puri called on the international community to

unite against terrorism as he said, “The world
needs to come together – not only in isolated

episodes of solemn mourning such as these, but
in collective, proactive efforts to combat terror-
ism.”
The minister further stressed that terrorism

and extremism are not issues of the past but
present-day threats that continue to endanger in-
nocent lives across the world, according to a
statement by the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas.
“India has suffered the scourge of terrorism

for decades — from Jammu & Kashmir to Pun-
jab to Mumbai. Time and again, our people
have endured bombings, assassinations, and
atrocities,” he said.
“The world has seen the inhuman cruelty per-

petrated against our citizens in Pahalgam by ter-
rorists nurtured by networks operating in our
infested and volatile neighbourhood. The world
would also have seen how an undaunted India
undertook Operation Sindoor to take out the ter-
ror infrastructure and its masterminds with a
non escalatory approach,” Singh said in a post
on X, referring to the April 26 Pahalgam terror
attack that claimed 26 lives.
“While the Khalistani extremist ideology has

failed in its misguided mission to tear India
apart, we recognise that these dangerous ideolo-
gies have not disappeared entirely. Today, they
persist in some diaspora circles and continue to
provoke hate and division,” he added. The min-
ister further noted that (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

GUWAHATI, June 23: United
Arab Emirates ambassador to
India Abdulnasser Alshaali called
on Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma here on Monday.
‘Had the pleasure to host H.E

@aj_alshaali, the Ambassador of
UAE to India at Lok Sewa
Bhawan today’, the Chief Minister
posted on ‘X’.
UAE is keen to expand trade,

boost connectivity and explore in-
vestment opportunities in Assam,
Sarma said.
‘We had a good discussion on

how the North East could acceler-
ate the close collaboration between
our nations’, he added. (PTI)

UAE ambassador
calls on CM 

GUWAHATI, June 23: Two peo-
ple have been arrested for al-
legedly being “anti-Hindu” from
different parts of Assam following
the Pahalgam terror attack, taking
the total number of arrests to 97 so
far, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said on Monday.
In a post on X, Sarma said one

person each was appre-
hended from Tinsukia
and Nagaon districts.
“Crackdown on

anti-Hindu elements
continues... 97 anti-
national and anti-
Hindu culprits
behind bars now,” he
added.
The arrested person

from Tinsukia had shared ob-
jectionable content on Hinduism
on social media, while the accused
from Nagaon made a derogatory
comment on Lord Ram, the CM
stated.
Earlier, opposition AIUDF MLA

Aminul Islam was arrested on

sedition charges for allegedly de-
fending Pakistan and its complicity
in the Pahalgam terror attack.
After getting bail in the case,

Islam was again detained under the
National Security Act (NSA).
On May 2, Sarma threatened to

break the legs of those who raised
the ‘Pakistan zindabad’ slogan in

the aftermath of the Jammu
and Kashmir terror at-
tack.
Addressing a cam-
paign rally for the
panchayat elections,
he had appealed to
the people to pray and
give strength to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

and the Indian Army so
that Pakistani terrorists hiding

anywhere in the world can be
brought for “breaking their legs”.
Terrorists struck a prime tourist

location in Pahalgam in south
Kashmir on April 22 killing 26
people, mostly tourists, and injur-
ing several others. (PTI)

‘97 ‘anti-nationals’ 
arrested post Pahalgam
terror attack in Assam’

GUWAHATI, June 23: Two plots
of land in Dhubri and Goalpara
have been identified for setting up
a 3,000-MW thermal power proj-
ect, with foundation for it likely to
be laid by November, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
said.
He said though the state govern-

ment was mulling establishing the
project in Kokrajhar to ensure
greater benefits for the district, it is
unlikely to push for it as a section
of people has blamed the dispensa-
tion of “trying to take away tribal
land”.
“This 3,000-MW thermal power

project will be coming up in our
state. A sum of ` 40,000 crore will
be spent on it and the tender will be
issued soon,” Sarma said at a press
conference here on Sunday.
He said the Assam government

had mooted allocating the project
to Kokrajhar so that it can reap
benefits of a major investment,
which is set to create one lakh di-
rect and indirect employment op-
portunities.
“The ` 26,000-crore semicon-

ductor unit (of the Tata Group) is
coming up in Jagiroad. We thought
that a project of similar investment
should come to Kokrajhar, too,”
Sarma said.
“But, we don’t want to go ahead

with it by taking the blame that we
are after tribal land,” the CM said,
referring to criticism in some sec-
tions that the government was “plot-
ting to hand over” tribal land to
corporates. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

3,000-MW power project
to come up in Dhubri 

or Goalpara, says Sarma

Weather delays efforts as ONGC,
experts push ahead with care

15 Bangladeshis
detained in Cachar
SILCHAR, June 23: Police have
detained 15 suspected
Bangladeshis who had entered the
country illegally from Assam’s
Cachar district, an officer said on
Monday.
Ten Bangladeshis, including two

children and five women, were de-
tained from Hilara area in Katigo-
rah while five others were
intercepted by locals in Bisham-
barpur village under West Katigo-
rah and handed over to police on
Sunday night.
The detained people have been

sent to a temporary detention cen-
tre in Silchar, police said.
The Assam Police have

launched a statewide crackdown
on illegal immigrants, particularly
Bangladeshis, residing without
valid documents. As per the offi-
cial records, nearly 100 undocu-
mented (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

74th Foundation Day of KAAC
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The NSE Nifty surged 374.25 points or 1.69 per cent to 22,535.85

Contd. from Page 1...

MUMBAI, June 23: Stock mar-
ket benchmark indices Sensex and
Nifty tumbled on Monday, as in-
tensifying tensions in the Middle
East after the US bombed three
major nuclear sites in Iran un-
nerved investors.
Besides, selling pressure in IT,

tech and auto stocks amid elevated
global crude prices dented market
sentiments, traders said.
After losing over 900 points in

day trade, the 30-share index re-
covered some lost ground to close
with a loss of 511.38 points or 0.62
per cent at 81,896.79.
During the day, it tumbled

931.41 points or 1.13 per cent to
81,476.76. As many as 2,204
stocks declined, while 1,854 ad-
vanced and 182 remained un-
changed on the BSE.
The 50-share NSE Nifty

dropped 140.50 points or 0.56 per
cent to 24,971.90.
“The entry of the US into the Is-

rael-Iran conflict heightened ten-
sion as panic selling by investors
triggered major correction in early
trade. Also, if oil prices shoot up
rapidly due to the ongoing war,
higher import bills would lead to a
fast decline in the local currency
against the dollar and weigh on in-
flation.
“However, FIIs turning out buy-

ers of local shares worth over `
10,000 crore in the past 4 sessions

shows that India’s strong funda-
mentals continue to attract foreign-
ers despite global uncertainty,”
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Re-
search), Mehta Equities Ltd, said.
The US bombed three major nu-

clear sites -- Fordow, Natanz and
Isfahan -- in Iran, directly engag-
ing itself in the Israel-Iran conflict.
From the Sensex pack, HCL

Tech, Infosys, Larsen & Toubro,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Hindustan
Unilever, ITC, Tata Consultancy
Services and Maruti were the
biggest laggards. In contrast, Trent,
Bharat Electronics, Bajaj Finance
and Kotak Mahindra Bank were
among the gainers.
The BSE smallcap gauge

climbed 0.57 per cent, and the
midcap index rose 0.20 per cent.
Among BSE sectoral indices,

BSE Focused IT lost 1.48 per cent,
IT tanked 1.46 per cent, teck (1.10
per cent), auto (0.88 per cent),
FMCG (0.62 per cent), telecom-
munication (0.50 per cent) and
bankex (0.38 per cent).
Capital Goods jumped 0.94 per

cent, services (0.73 per cent),
metal (0.71 per cent), commodities
(0.46 per cent) and consumer
durables (0.38 per cent).
“Last Friday, markets buildup in

anticipation of easing Middle East
tensions, following the US an-
nouncement of a two-week win-
dow to deliberate its involvement

in the Israel-Iran conflict. How-
ever, the unexpected US airstrike
on Iran’s nuclear facilities over the
weekend disrupted those expecta-
tions, triggering a sharp rise in
crude oil prices and leading to con-
solidation in the domestic equity
market,” Vinod Nair, Head of Re-
search, Geojit Investments Lim-
ited, said.
In Asian markets, South Korea’s

Kospi and Japan’s Nikkei 225
index settled lower, while Shang-
hai’s SSE Composite index and
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng ended
higher.
European markets were trading

lower in mid-session.
US markets ended mostly lower

on Friday.
Global oil benchmark Brent

crude climbed 0.49 per cent to
USD 77.39 a barrel.
Despite the initial setback, the

market recovered some of its
losses, supported by gains in capi-
tal goods and metal stocks, as fears
of an immediate oil supply disrup-
tion remained low, he added.
Foreign Institutional Investors

(FIIs) bought equities worth `
7,940.70 crore on Friday,  accord-
ing to exchange data.
On Friday, the 30-share BSE

Sensex surged 1,046.30 points or
1.29 per cent to settle at 82,408.17.
The Nifty climbed 319.15 points
or 1.29 per cent to 25,112.40. (PTI)

Markets slump on heightened tensions
in Middle East; Sensex drops 500 pts

CHANDIGARH, June 23: With
the escalation of Iran-Israel con-
flict, rice exporters in Haryana --
which accounts for 30 per cent of
the country’s basmati rice ship-
ments to Iran -- are struggling with
major disruptions in ship move-
ments and payment delays.
While Karnal is the main hub of

basmati exports, Kaithal and Soni-
pat too contribute to the foreign
demand.
“The ongoing Iran-Israel con-

flict has impacted the trade,” said
Sushil Jain, Rice Exporters Asso-
ciation’s state unit president.
“Nearly 10 lakh metric tonnes of

Basmati rice is exported from the
country to Iran, of which
Haryana’s share is about 30-35 per
cent,” he said, adding that ship-
ments of about 1 lakh metric
tonnes of basmati rice for Iran are
stuck at ports.
Besides, the payments amount-

ing to ` 1,500 crore to ` 2,000
crore for nearly 2 lakh MT of the
rice exported to Iran by Indian ex-
porters has also got stuck due to
the conflict, Jain said.
The escalation in the conflict is

going to impact the Indian market
which is already witnessing some
fall in the prices, he said.
“Another issue which the ex-

porters are facing is the lack of in-

surance cover for the vessels dur-
ing war which increases the risk
for us,” he added.
Iran is India’s second-largest

basmati rice market after Saudi
Arabia. India exported around 1
million tonnes of the aromatic
grain to Iran during the 2024-25
fiscal year. India exported approx-
imately 6 million tonnes of bas-
mati rice during 2024-25, with
demand primarily driven by the
Middle East and West Asian mar-
kets. Other major buyers include
Iraq, the United Arab Emirates and
the United States.
The Israel-Iran conflict has es-

calated significantly in recent
weeks, with both sides exchanging
heavy strikes and the US becoming

directly involved in the hostilities.
The shipping disruption adds to

challenges facing Indian rice ex-
porters, who have previously dealt
with payment delays and currency
issues in the Iranian market due to
international sanctions.
On Sunday, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi conveyed to Iran-
ian President Masoud Pezeshkian
India’s “deep concern” over Iran’s
conflict with Israel and called for
immediate de-escalation of the sit-
uation through “dialogue and
diplomacy”.
The phone conversation initiated

by Pezeshkian came hours after the
US bombed three major nuclear
sites -- Fordow, Natanz and Isfa-
han -- in Iran. (PTI)

Rice exporters stare at major disruptions, 
payment delays amid escalating Iran-Israel conflict

KOLKATA, June 23: Private
lender Bandhan Bank on Monday
said it has opened 18 new branches
across four states in the country.
Of the 18, seven new branches

were in Jharkhand, five in Andhra
Pradesh and three each in Bihar
and Odisha.
All the new branches will serve

semi-urban and rural areas of the
four states. The bank will now
have 6,300 banking outlets across
the country, it said in a statement.
Partha Pratim Sengupta,

MD&CEO of the bank, said, “We
are committed to delivering excep-
tional customer service by adapt-
ing our products and services to
meet evolving needs. As we ex-
pand nationwide, We remain fo-
cussed on sustainable growth and
providing innovative solutions”.
Bandhan Bank is now spread

across 35 out of 36 states and UTs
in the country. (PTI)

Bandhan Bank opens
18 new branches
across four states

NEW DELHI, June 23: The Na-
tional Restaurant Association of
India (NRAI) on Monday wel-
comed the order issued by Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K Saxena
to exempt eateries operating in the
national capital from the require-
ment of obtaining a ‘no-objection’
certificate from police, saying the
decision will reduce administrative
hurdles and significantly improve
ease of doing business.
As per the order, restaurants in

Delhi will no longer be required to
obtain the Delhi Police Eating
House Licence. The decision also
applies to other business activities
such as hotels, motels, guest
houses, swimming pools, auditori-
ums, video game parlours, dis-
cotheques, and amusement parks.
The licensing power will now be

transferred to local bodies such as
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, New Delhi Municipal
Council, or Delhi Cantonment
Board.
“As per the new directive,

restaurants operating in Delhi will
no longer be required to obtain the
Delhi Police Eating House Li-
cense. This change will reduce ad-
ministrative hurdles and

significantly improve the ease of
doing business for the F&B sector
in the capital. This will also in-
crease investments by the F&B
Sector, which will bring in addi-
tional revenue to the Delhi govern-
ment’s exchequer in various forms
in the future,” the NRAI stated.
This decision is expected to

bring major relief to thousands of
restaurant owners, particularly
small and medium-sized enter-
prises, who have long struggled
with the burden of acquiring mul-
tiple governmental clearances, it
added.
NRAI Delhi Chapter Head

Sandeep Anand Goyle said, “This
move will encourage entrepreneur-
ship, support job creation, and re-
vive ease of doing business in the
F&B space”. (PTI)

Decision to exempt Delhi restaurants from police
NOC will reduce hurdles, improve EoDB: NRAI
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NEW DELHI, June 23: Gold
price fell by ` 160 to ` 99,800 per
10 grams in the national capital on
Monday due to continuous selling
by jewellers and stockists, accord-
ing to the All India Sarafa Associ-
ation.
The precious metal of 99.9 per

cent purity had closed at ` 99,960
per 10 grams on Friday. Gold of
99.5 per cent purity depreciated by
` 150 to ` 99,100 per 10 grams (in-
clusive of all taxes). It had settled
at ` 99,250 per 10 grams in the pre-
vious market close.
However, silver traded flat at `

1,05,200 per kilogram (inclusive of
all taxes) on Monday. On the
global front, spot gold went lower
marginally to USD 3,365.40 per
ounce. “Gold briefly surged to
USD 3,413.80 per ounce on Mon-
day but has since pulled back, as
investors await Iran’s response fol-
lowing US participation in the air
strikes on Tehran,” Kaynat Chain-
wala, AVP-Commodity Research,
Kotak Securities, said.
Investors will be awaiting key

economic events, including Fed
Chair Jerome Powell’s congres-
sional testimony, US GDP data,
and core PCE inflation figures,
which could offer fresh clues on
monetary policy direction amid a
mixed message from the Federal
Reserve, Chainwala added.
Commodities markets experts

said the release of flash PMI data
from major economies, including
the US and the UK, later in the day,
is expected to offer fresh cues on
the state of global economic health.
According to Emkay Global Fi-

nancial Services’ Research Analyst
- Commodities and Currency Riya
Singh, domestic prices of gold
have risen 4 per cent so far in June,
although trading at a growing dis-
count to global rates owing to
weak jewellery demand.
Despite muted festive buying,

investment demand for bars and
coins, especially 10g coins remains
robust, driven by inflation fears,
loan-linked monetisation, and lower
fabrication costs. RBI’s easing of
norms for loans against gold has fur-
ther supported household gold mon-
etisation, she added. (PTI)

Gold falls ` 160 to
`99,800 per 10 g;
silver trades flat

NEW DELHI, June 23: Water and sewerage infra
player EMS on Monday said it has emerged as the
lowest bidder (L1) in two projects worth ` 202.85
crore floated by the UP Jal Nigam (Urban).
As of March 31, 2025, the Ghaziabad-based multi-

disciplinary EPC company’s total order book was at
` 2,236.43 crore.
In a release, EMS said it has emerged as L1 for a  `

104.05 crore project under the Agra Water Supply Re-
organisation Scheme (Trans Yamuna Zone I&II).
As part of the project, the company will undertake

surveying, soil investigation, engineering, design and
supply of all materials, labour, T&P required for con-
struction, completion, testing and commissioning of
an intake well-cum-pump house and approach bridge
and a water treatment plant in Agra.
The estimated time of completion of this project is

around 24 months.
It has also received the L1 status for a  ` 98.8-crore

project under the Nagar Nigam Ayodhya Sewerage
Scheme on a turnkey basis. Under this project, the

company will undertake surveying, soil investigation,
engineering, design and supply of all materials,
labour, T&P required for construction, completion,
testing and commissioning for the completion of
Package 2 of Nagar Nigam Ayodhya Sewerage
Scheme.
The estimated time of completion of this project is

around 21 months. “At EMS, it has been our constant
endeavour to provide world-class turnkey service in
sewerage solutions and water supply systems...We
have been working with the local and state govern-
ments in the northern and western parts of the country
to boost the infrastructure,” said Ramveer Singh,
Chairman, EMS Limited.
Incorporated on December, 2010, the company of-

fers water and sewerage infrastructure solutions, in-
cluding laying sewerage networks and building
sewerage and water treatment plants across Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar, Uttarakhand and Ra-
jasthan, and now recently entered in the West Bengal
also. (PTI)

EMS Ltd emerges lowest bidder for 2
urban projects worth ` 203 cr in UP

Heavy rain slows ONGC well 
from Guwahati this evening. ONGC teams are also working diligently to maintain the functionality of es-

sential RCMT pumps located near the Dikhow River, ensuring that critical machinery remains operational de-
spite adverse conditions. 
According to an official ONGC press release, there has been a considerable reduction in gas pressure at the

well on Monday, marking a positive development in the crisis response effort. The mobilisation of other heavy
equipment, including an Athey Wagon and bulldozers, is also progressing steadily to support the capping
process.
Meanwhile, SK Petro Company, which has been embroiled in controversy over its role at the site, issued a

statement to the media expressing willingness to meet the demands raised by the Bir Lachit Sena, led by
Shringkhal Chaliha. In a letter, Krishna Agarwalla of SK Petro conveyed the company’s intent to compensate
all affected workers, including those who have left, according to their preferences.
Local residents in Bhatiapar, who have been vocal in their criticism of ONGC, continue to accuse the cor-

poration of neglecting the hardships faced by the community. They have reiterated their demand for adequate
compensation to address loss of livelihood and other damages caused by the ongoing crisis.

` 80 lakh aid for cop’s
assurance to government employees and their families, reinforcing the state’s commitment to their welfare. Offi-

cials said the initiative is part of a broader effort to institutionalise mechanisms that support government staff and
their dependents in times of personal tragedy. The government has reiterated its commitment to continue strengthening
such welfare measures and urged employees to register under the insurance scheme to avail of its benefits.

Shut down terror finance
countries across the world are grappling with this problem and highlighted that global terrorism-related

deaths increased by 22 per cent in 2024, the statement added. Calling upon the Government of Canada to join
India in countering this shared threat, Puri said, “Canada is a valued partner and friend. We share vibrant cultural
and economic relations with each other. India and Canada are bound by democratic traditions.” He urged for
deeper collaboration between the two nations through intelligence sharing, counter-radicalisation efforts, and
the disruption of terror financing. “India stands ready to do more. Our security agencies, intelligence apparatus,
and diplomatic channels are fully committed to partnering with the world to ensure that such tragedies are
never repeated,” he added.
Earlier, Puri also acknowledged and thanked the people of Ahakista and the Irish government for their com-

passion in the aftermath of the 1985 tragedy. “They opened their homes and hearts to grieving families—an
act of humanity that continues to inspire.” He further noted that the unique friendship forged between India
and Ireland in the wake of the disaster has blossomed into strong bilateral ties, with trade reaching nearly USD
16 billion in 2023, the statement said. “It was a privilege to attend the commemoration to mark 40 years since
the Air India disaster in West Cork. 329 innocent people lost their lives over the skies of Ireland that morning,
and the passing of time does not dim the scale of loss and of this atrocity,” Micheal Martin said in a post on X.
According to The Air India Flight 182 Archive, maintained by the McMaster University, the Ahakista me-

morial was unveiled on June 23, 1986, at the first anniversary of the bombing and consists of a garden, a sundial,
and a rounded stone wall inscribed with the names of each person who died. Family members of the passengers
and crew of the plane gather every year at various memorials set for the victims.
According to RTE, the Irish public service broadcaster, some 60 relatives of the victims were represented at

the annual ceremony on Monday in Ahakista near Bantry, the nearest point on land to the crash site. “The cer-
emony at the memorial monument began with a minute’s silence at 8.13 am, the exact time the explosion oc-
curred on Air India Flight 182. It was followed by tributes from the families and Hindu and Christian readings,”
it said in a report. 
The members of the delegation that Puri led were leaders from various states including Tarun Chug (Punjab),

Dr Narinder Singh (UT of Jammu and Kashmir), Arvinder Singh Lovely (Delhi), Baldev Singh Aulakh (Uttar
Pradesh), Gurveer Singh Brar (Rajasthan) and Sardar Trilok Singh Cheema (Uttarakhand). (PTI)

3,000-MW power project 
He said two plots of land in Dhubri and Goalpara districts have been identified for the project. Sarma claimed

that the “4,000-bigha” plot considered for the project in Kokrajhar district is under the possession of “only 80 fam-
ilies”. “The land may not be given for the power project, but I think it is not correct for only a few people to have
possession of so much land. Some institution like a hospital or a college can come up there,” he added. (PTI)

15 Bangladeshis detained 
Bangladeshis have been detained over the past four weeks from Cachar’s Katigorah area, which shares a

border with Bangladesh. In the last three days alone, 21 individuals were apprehended and they will be deported
across the international border as per state government instructions, the police officer said. 
“The detained persons told us they had travelled from Gujarat and were attempting to return to their country by

crossing the border. Some local residents, with the help of the Village Defence Party (VDP), stopped them, and our
team detained them,” the officer said. 
The detained persons claimed that they were originally from Khulna in Bangladesh and had been living in Surat,

Gujarat, for the past several years. Fearing arrest amid a recent crackdown on undocumented migrants in Gujarat,
they decided to return to Bangladesh, he said. Last week, another group of nine Bangladeshis, including women
and children, were stopped in Hilara while travelling in two autorickshaws.
They told police they had entered India illegally 5–6 years ago and were also attempting to return home after

living in Gujarat. 
Earlier this month, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said that 35 Bangladeshis had been caught

in Katigorah after the crackdown began and all of them were later deported. He said that nearly 330 illegal mi-
grants had been sent back from Assam in the last one month, with more expected to be pushed back soon. (PTI)

CEM lauded founding leaders 
contributions to Karbi society.  The Semson Sing Ingti Award 2025 was conferred on Smt. Pakhila Lekthepi,

a modern singer and recipient of the Asom Gaurav Award 2024.  The Khosing Terang Award 2025 was presented
to Kangther Bey, a noted singer and cultural activist. 
The Sarsing Teron (Langkung Habe) Award 2025 was given to Dr Alice Enghipi, the first Karbi MBBS

graduate from Assam Medical College, Dibrugarh.  The Bonglong Terang Literary Award 2025 went to Hang-
miji Hanse, a respected poet and contributor to Karbi literature and culture. The CEM Special Award 2025 was
awarded to Nirola Phangchopi, the first Karbi woman to serve as District Commissioner, for her leadership
and service. 
The CEM Lifetime Achievement Awards 2025 honoured five individuals: Biren Sing Engti, the first Karbi

Member of Parliament and a former Union Minister; Kache Teronpi for her achievements in sports and cultural
promotion; Dhansing Rongpi for his contributions to youth engagement and cultural development; Satyendra
Terang for excellence in fine arts; and Mangal Sing Kathar for his efforts in preserving Karbi folk culture. Cer-
tificates of appreciation were also presented to several individuals including Binita Chetry, who was the 2nd
Runner-up in Britain’s Got Talent 2025. 
Others recognised included Sashikala Hansepi, Jeevan Ingti who received Trinity College’s Excellent Teacher

Award, and Sarbamon Engti for contributions in the fields of music, dance and visual art. CEM Ronghang also
highlighted the distribution of over 1,00,000 land pattas to indigenous communities between December 2023
and April 2024, which he described as a landmark achievement in ensuring land rights and transparent gover-
nance.
The 74th Foundation Day celebration of KAAC stood as a powerful expression of pride in Karbi Anglong’s

identity, autonomy, and development. It brought together the region’s cultural richness and administrative com-
mitment, reaffirming a collective vision for a more prosperous and empowered future.

A step forward to transform
a bench made up of Chief Justice of India (CJI) DY Chandrachud, Justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj Misra.

Consequently, it reversed the Eastern Zonal Bench of NGT's ruling and ordered that no action be taken that
would violate the 2006 notification. The Court further stated that by declining to consider the plea, the NGT
had disregarded its obligation.
The apex Court said, “We are of the view that authorities in the present case have acted in violation of the

notification by carrying out extensive clearance at the site in absence of environmental clearance. Assam says
the need was to set up a civilian airport. The decision where the airport should be is a matter of policy but when
the law prescribes specific norms for carrying out activities. The provision of law has to be complied with and
no environmental clearance has been issued till date.”
Notably, Solicitor General Tushar Mehta declared in an affidavit submitted to the Supreme Court that no

work would be done until an environmental clearance was obtained. The NGT ruling from March 25 that re-
jected the argument against the removal of around 41 lakh bushes was the subject of an appeal being heard by
the court.
According to the petition before the NGT, the airport's environmental clearance (EC) had not been approved

and the EIA report was still pending. The CJI recommended maintaining a status quo until the environmental
clearance report was obtained during Monday’s hearing.
In response to the petitioners, Solicitor General (SG) Tushar Mehta asserted that a few of the 1300 kilometers

away petitioners were submitting self-serving petitions. He contended that on-site laborers also chopped down
trees for residential use and underlined the necessity of taking the greenfield project's wind direction into ac-
count.
The CJI then noted a report from the secretary of the District Legal Services Authority (DLSA) in the Cachar

district that the court-appointed officer was unable to travel far because of the dense forest and dangerous fauna,
and that tea bushes had been uprooted by heavy machinery.
The SG claimed that the petitioners were misleading the court by bringing up certain images with it.
The Court recommended against taking any more action until an EIA report was available, despite the argu-

ments. SG Mehta argued that erroneous claims that houses were being demolished and trees were being chopped
down were misleading the Court. “This is an example of the abuse of this court's jurisdiction. The so-called
expert says some other land is better land and hasn't even been to the site,” he said.
However, petitioners' advocate Prashant Bhushan emphasized that trees were also chopped down in addition

to shrubs. He added that it was acknowledged that 41 lakh tea bushes had been uprooted, and as a result, he ar-
gued that the joint secretary's affidavit contained misleading information. “Social impact assessments also have
to be completed. According to the new land purchase statute, the workers are impacted,” he added.
According to the Court, 41 lakh bushes had been removed, hence the act could not be considered a routine

cleaning. It mentioned, “What needs to be noted is that in the present case the clearance of the site was by no
means traceable to the cultivation of the tea estate. The clearance was not a part of regular maintenance of tea
estate.” The Court noted that the uprooting was in breach of the EIA notification and that the NGT “abdicated”
its duty by dismissing the plea.
The apex Court set aside the NGT order and directed that the Assam government can again request to com-

mence work at the site once the clearance report is received.
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HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, June 23: A spell of intense
rainfall lasting barely two and a half hours
on Monday plunged the historic temple town
of Sivasagar into chaos, exposing its crum-
bling drainage infrastructure and lack of
urban planning. 

Roads in the town’s commercial hub, in-
cluding Central Market, Doulmukh Chariali,
Boarding Road, and the ONGC Colony,
were submerged in filthy water overflowing
from clogged and open drains, severely af-
fecting residents, students, and businesses.

Despite its long history, Sivasagar town
remains without a comprehensive master
drainage plan. 

The existing drainage system—century-
old kutcha gutters running along either side
of AT Road—has not been modernised. 

Although the Sivasagar Municipality
Board (SMB), established in 1916, has re-
cently converted parts of Boarding Road
drains into concrete structures using grants
from the 15th Finance Commission, these
have failed to address the core issue. 

Due to the absence of a proper gradient,
waterlogging has worsened in areas like
Muktinath Chariali, triggering public frus-
tration.

Several residents and senior citizens al-
lege poor quality control in infrastructure
works carried out under the Board’s super-
vision. 

Contractors, reportedly close to the inner
circle of the municipality, have been accused
of executing substandard projects with little
regard for long-term functionality or public

welfare.
Speaking to this correspondent, SMB

Chairperson Mrinali Konwar admitted that
the Board lacks adequate funds to construct
proper drainage along the AT Road. 

She said she had already written to the
Chief Minister seeking financial assis-
tance. 

Konwar also stated that over the last three
to four years, more than ₹1 crore had been
spent on drainage works, yet many remain
incomplete or ineffective due to poor execu-

tion and lack of professional oversight.
A glaring example of faulty planning lies

in the drain meant to collect stormwater
from Old Amolapatty and Phukan Nagar. 

It remains unfinished for over a year,
choking water flow into the main tunnel that
ultimately drains into the Jamuna canal. 

At Station Chariali Bazar, a 90-degree
turn in the tunnel is partially covered with
steel sheets by a private business for car
parking, further obstructing the natural wa-
tercourse.

Drainage near the Central Market area
also lacks proper slope and gradient, pre-
venting effective runoff. 

Urban planners blame decades of neglect
and encroachment on natural water channels
as the main causes of flash floods in the
town. 

The Jamuna Canal and the Mori Dikhow
channel, once vital lifelines, have lost much
of their water-carrying capacity due to heavy
siltation. 

Another lost reservoir, the Tengani Bill in
the heart of the town, was levelled and con-
verted into a modern stadium using truck-
loads of earth, removing yet another natural
buffer against floods.

Encroachment on water bodies by land
grabbers has further worsened the town’s
vulnerability to flooding. 

One of the worst-affected institutions dur-
ing such events is Fuleswari Girls’ High
School, whose entire campus goes underwa-
ter every time it rains heavily. 

The school authorities had earlier ap-
pealed to the former Deputy Commissioner
for desilting and restoring the Jamuna canal
but received no response. 

Now, the School Management and Devel-
opment Committee (SMDC) hopes the
newly appointed DC Ayush Garg will take
necessary action.

As the town continues to suffer after every
shower, the lack of long-term vision, poor
execution of infrastructure, and absence of
accountability threaten to undermine
Sivasagar’s stature as one of Assam’s most
historically significant towns.

Sivasagar town reels under flash flood after heavy downpour

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 23: The
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR)
has undertaken a series of special
measures to facilitate the smooth
movement of pilgrims arriving for
the Ambubachi Mela at Kamakhya
Temple, one of the region’s most
significant spiritual events.

According to an official state-
ment, NFR has set up round-the-
clock special ticket counters at
Kamakhya and Guwahati railway
stations to manage the surge in pas-
senger footfall and ensure quick
and hassle-free ticketing for devo-
tees. In a welfare initiative, the
Northeast Frontier Railway
Women’s Welfare Organisation
(NFRWWO), under the leadership
of its president Shalini Shrivastava,
has been distributing hygienically
packed food and drinking water to

pilgrims at Kamakhya station and
its vicinity.

To address the increased passen-
ger demand, NFR will operate two
pairs of special unreserved trains. 

Train No 05672/05671 (Guwa-
hati – Alipurduar Junction – Guwa-
hati) will run daily from June 22 to
27. 

Train No 05672 will depart
Guwahati at 7:25 pm and reach
Alipurduar Junction at 4:00 am the
next day, while the return train No.
05671 will leave Alipurduar Junc-
tion at 8:00 am and arrive in Guwa-
hati at 4:20 pm.

Additionally, Train No
05698/05697 (Guwahati – New
Jalpaiguri – Guwahati) will be op-
erated to accommodate further pas-
senger traffic. 

Train No 05698 will leave
Guwahati at 11:55 pm on June 26

and reach New Jalpaiguri at 8:15
am the next day. 

The return service, Train No
05697, will depart New Jalpaiguri
at 11:15 am on June 27 and arrive
in Guwahati by 7:30 pm.

NFR has also increased man-
power deployment across key sta-
tions and pilgrimage points. 

Additional personnel from the
Railway Protection Force (RPF),
Government Railway Police
(GRP), and railway staff have been
stationed to assist with passenger
guidance, security, and crowd man-
agement. Help desks and enquiry
booths are also operational to pro-
vide on-the-spot assistance.

The NFR urged all passengers to
cooperate with railway personnel
to ensure a safe and convenient
travel experience during the Am-
bubachi Mela.

NFR announces special arrangements
for Ambubachi Mela pilgrims

Awareness programme on 
Parthenium eradication held in Nagaon

HT Correspondent
DHUBRI, June 23: In a significant wildlife
rescue operation, four endangered golden lan-
gurs were saved from an alleged smuggling at-
tempt on Saturday night in the Beldanga area of
Murshidabad district, West Bengal. 

The operation, carried out near
the Bhabta rail-gate under
Behrampore sub-division, led to
the arrest of six individuals and
the seizure of two vehicles sus-
pected to have been used in the
trafficking.

The arrested individuals have
been identified as Mithu Das (33),
Titu Das (29), Samil Hossain
Biswas (39), Rafiqul Mandal (29),
Hasibul Mondal (25), and Biswa-
jit Bagh (23). 

The vehicles, bearing registra-
tion numbers WB-02Z-8382 and
WB-52BE-1786, were intercepted
following intelligence inputs re-
ceived by the local police.

According to officials, the lan-
gurs were being illegally trans-
ported when the operation was
conducted. The golden langur
(Trachypithecus geei) is listed
under Schedule I of the Wildlife
Protection Act of India, granting it
the highest level of protection. 

This species is native only to the western
Assam region in India and some parts of
Bhutan, and is known for its limited population
and rapidly shrinking natural habitat.

Given West Bengal’s proximity to Assam,
it is strongly suspected that the rescued pri-

mates originated from the northeastern state. 
Authorities have initiated a detailed investi-

gation to identify the source of the animals and
map the wider network involved in the traffick-
ing operation.

The rescue, however, has sparked debate

among conservationists, with concerns being
raised over the future destination of the animals. 

While the immediate priority is the langurs’
safety, wildlife activists are questioning whether
they will be returned to their natural habitat in
Assam or relocated to far-off facilities.

Anonymous voices within conservation cir-

cles have alleged a pattern in which rescued
wildlife, especially endangered species, are sent
to private or high-profile institutions far from
their ecological origins. 

“Why not send the seized langurs back to
Assam, their native habitat?” one conservation-

ist asked. “There is growing concern
that such rescues often end with the
animals being moved permanently to
centres like Vantara in Gujarat, after
a brief stopover at a local zoo.”

These allegations, though un-
proven, highlight a deeper issue
within wildlife conservation — the
ethical responsibility of authorities to
ensure rescued animals are rehabili-
tated in their natural habitats when-
ever possible. 

Experts argue that repatriation to
native ecosystems gives endangered
species the best chance of survival
and plays a crucial role in preserving
the region’s ecological balance.

As the police continue their probe
into the smuggling racket, wildlife
officials are under increasing pres-
sure to make a transparent decision
regarding the fate of the langurs. 

Conservationists are urging that
the langurs be returned to Assam,
where they can be rehabilitated under

appropriate scientific and ecological guidance.
For now, the rescued golden langurs remain

in protective custody, and their future awaits the
outcome of an investigation that could shape the
broader discourse around wildlife rescue, relo-
cation, and ethical conservation practices in the
country.

Four endangered Golden Langurs rescued;
conservationists demand repatriation to Assam

Demow branch Lekhika Sanstha
celebrates 3rd foundation day

Mega awareness camps
held across Dima Hasao 

HT Correspondent
BOKAJAN, June 23: In a
major breakthrough, police ar-
rested Md Nur Hussain, alias
Md Kabir Hussain, also
known as Selbestin Ekka, who
had been evading arrest for 13
years in connection with two
murder cases — Case No
104/2013 and Case No
123/2015.

The accused was appre-
hended by Khatkhati Police
from Tin Basti in Japrajan,
Karbi Anglong, where he had
been living under a false iden-
tity. 

During his time in hiding,
he had assumed the name
Selbestin Ekka and even
changed his father’s name to
Late Alabed Ekka to support
his new persona.

Originally, Md Nur Hussain
is the son of Late Abdul Hus-
sain and a resident of Nutun
Basti under Khatkhati Police
Station.  Acting on a tip-off,
the police tracked down his lo-
cation and arrested him from
Japrajan Tin Basti.

Police sources confirmed
that he had been wanted in
connection with two separate
murder cases and had success-
fully eluded capture for over a
decade by completely altering
his identity.

Murder accused
held after 13 Years

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, June 23: In a remarkable
achievement, three sisters from South Barlaw-
gaon in Chirang district have secured appoint-
ments as Graduate and Post Graduate Teachers
under the Education Department of the
Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) govern-
ment.

Daughters of Dipen Basumatary and Balu
Rani Basumatary, the sisters were among 1,336
candidates who received appointment letters
during a ceremonial distribution event held re-
cently at Udalguri College Auditorium.

Niju Rani Basumatary has been appointed as
a Graduate Teacher at Baleng Girls’ High
School, Medhaghat in Baksa district. 

Biju Rani Basumatary joins KBR Junior Col-
lege in Orang, Udalguri as a Post Graduate
Teacher, while Moon Basumatary will serve as
a Graduate Teacher at Ballamguri High School
in Bijni, Chirang.

Their accomplishment has been hailed as a
testament to determination, family support, and
the BTR government’s continued focus on
strengthening the education sector. 

The story of the three sisters has become a
source of inspiration, encouraging many parents
across the region to invest in their daughters’
education.

The BTR government, led by Chief Execu-
tive Member Pramod Boro, has prioritised em-
ployment generation and educational

development. The recent teacher appointments
across schools and higher secondary institutions
are part of this initiative.

Local communities have expressed gratitude
to the BTR administration for its efforts to im-
prove educational access and empower youth
through meaningful employment.

Three sisters from Chirang appointed as GT/PGT under BTR govt

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 23: Train serv-
ices through the Lumding–
Badarpur hill section have been
suspended following a major safety
hazard caused by a slope collapse
between New Haflong and Jatinga
Lampur. 

According to an official state-
ment issued by Northeast Frontier
Railway, the disruption occurred
due to boulders and landmass
falling onto the railway tracks, a sit-
uation attributed to improper con-
struction activities being carried out
by the National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAI) for road repairs
in the area.

The statement said that repair
work being undertaken on the
nearby road led to a failure in the
downstream slope situated between
the road and the rail line. 

This caused the landmass to
bulge and shift toward the tracks,
making it dangerous for trains to
pass through the section. 

Additionally, water flowing di-
rectly from the road onto the rail-
way tracks worsened the situation,
prompting authorities to immedi-
ately suspend rail traffic between
Lumding, New Haflong and
Badarpur for safety reasons.

As a result of the damage, multi-
ple train services have been af-
fected. 

Several trains including the
Guwahati–Silchar Express,
Rangiya–Silchar Express, Guwa-
hati–Dullabcherra Express and
Silchar–Rangiya Express, sched-
uled to run on June 23, have been
cancelled. 

The Dullabcherra–Guwahati Ex-
press and Naharlagun–Silchar Spe-
cial, scheduled for June 24, have
also been cancelled. Other services
have faced partial disruptions. 

The Silchar–Naharlagun Special
on June 23 was short-terminated at
New Harangajao, while the Charla-
palli–Silchar Express of June 21
was short-terminated at Lumding. 

The Kolkata–Agartala Garib
Rath Express from June 22 was
short-terminated at Guwahati. 

Similarly, the Agartala–Anand
Vihar Tejas Express scheduled for
June 23 was short-terminated at
Badarpur. 

The Lokmanya Tilak Terminus–
Agartala Express of June 22 was
short-terminated at Guwahati, and
the Sealdah–Silchar Kanchan-
jungha Express scheduled for June
23 was short-terminated at Lumd-
ing. 

In addition to these cancellations
and terminations, the Silchar–New
Delhi PSK Express scheduled for
June 23 has been rescheduled to de-
part at 6:00 am on June 24.

Railway authorities have already
deployed manpower to begin clear-
ing the debris from the affected sec-
tion.  The Lumding Division has
written to the NHAI requesting im-
mediate protection work, including
the deployment of additional man-
power and machinery to prevent
further damage to the track. 

The affected railway line serves
as a crucial connectivity route for
the states of Manipur, Mizoram,
Tripura and the Barak Valley re-
gion, making its swift restoration
a priority.

Train services suspended in
Lumding–Badarpur section after
slope collapse near New Haflong

Special trains, help desks, food aid in place as
NFR gears up for Ambubachi Mela rush

Neglect, silted canals and unfinished drains leave town underwater

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, June 23: An awareness programme on the eradication of
Parthenium hysterophorus, a highly invasive and harmful weed, was held
at Uriagaon Bypass Chariali in Nagaon on Monday. The event was or-
ganised by the Zonal Research Station, Shillongani, in collaboration with
the Assam government, Assam Agricultural University (AAU), Jorhat,
the district administration, and the Agriculture Department.

District Commissioner Debashish Sarma, scientists from the Zonal Re-
search Station and AAU, and local residents participated in the pro-
gramme. The event began with a welcome address by Dr Hiranya Kr
Borah, Chief Scientist of Zonal Research Station, Shillongani. Dr Niran-
jan Deka, Principal Scientist, mentored the programme.

Dr Mrinal Saikia, Associate Director of Research (Agriculture), AAU,
and Dr Prasanna Kumar Pathak, Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, also ad-
dressed the gathering and expressed concern over the growing threat
posed by Parthenium in Assam. Speaking at the event, DC Debashish
Sarma highlighted the dangers of Parthenium hysterophorus, noting its
adverse impact on agriculture, the environment, and human health. 

He said the weed causes skin allergies, respiratory problems, and
asthma, and also affects livestock by reducing milk production.

The awareness programme focused on educating the public about the
harmful effects of the weed and the urgent need for its eradication. 

Participants were encouraged to use social media to spread awareness
and promote control measures.

As part of the initiative, the Zonal Research Station has launched a
four-day campaign from June 23 to 26 across Nagaon and Morigaon dis-
tricts. The campaign will include awareness drives, weed removal activ-
ities, and the application of biological control methods.

Officials from the district administration, Agriculture Department, An-
imal Husbandry Department, Assam State Rural Livelihoods Mission
(ASRLM), Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs), and scientists from
AAU and the Zonal Research Station were present at the event.

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 23: As part of the ongoing Dharti Aaba Janjatiya
Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan, the Dima Hasao district administration has been
conducting a series of mega awareness camps across its five development
blocks, aiming to empower tribal communities through access to welfare
schemes and services.

According to an official statement, the 15-day outreach campaign has
already seen the organisation of over 20 camps at the village level, with
the initiative set to continue until June 30. 

The camps are witnessing enthusiastic participation from the local pop-
ulation.

Officials and experts from various government departments are pro-
viding detailed information on a wide array of schemes related to health,
hygiene, social security, livelihood and skill development. 

Medical teams are also conducting awareness sessions and screenings
for sickle cell disease as part of the health outreach.

Efforts are being made to address public grievances on the spot, en-
suring prompt redressal, particularly in remote and underserved areas. 

The initiative aims to bridge service delivery gaps and ensure that no
tribal household is left out of the government’s welfare net.

HT Correspondent
DEMOW, June 23: The third foundation day of the Demow Branch
Lekhika Sanstha was celebrated on Monday at 120 No Dehajan Kuchiya-
mari Primary School. The programme began with the hoisting of the flag
by Padma Lahon Chetia, President of the Demow Branch. 

Simarekha Konwar, Working President, offered the Smiti Tarpan. 
Earthen lamps marking the Golden Jubilee Year were lit by retired

teacher and social worker Dambarudhar Chetia and Hemlata Dowerah,
Adviser of the branch. An open session and speech programme followed,
presided over by Padma Lahon Chetia. The event was anchored by branch
secretary Lakhima Phukan. ‘Swarnav’, a journal of the Demow Branch
Lekhika Sanstha, was released by Mridula Sarma, President of the Golden
Jubilee Organising Committee of Lekhika Sanstha Assam.

A felicitation programme was also held during which Prathama Bhar-
ali, a student of Demow Adarsha Jatiya Vidyalaya, was honoured for se-
curing the highest marks (94) in Assamese in the HSLC Examination. 

She was presented with a phulam gamosa, a citation, and a book.
The event was attended by Bina Barua, former President of Jhanji

Branch Lekhika Sanstha, Bijoya Devdas, Secretary of the Golden Jubilee
Year Organising Committee, Jagat Shyam, Principal of Sankardev Sishu
Niketan, Betbari, and other dignitaries.
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The world once again finds itself
perched precariously on the edge of
a conflict that threatens to engulf

nations far beyond its epicenter. The sim-
mering tensions between Iran and Israel,
exacerbated by direct military interven-
tions from the United States, have rekin-
dled fears of a Third World War. While the
Middle East has historically been a caul-
dron of geopolitical strife, recent escala-
tions have elevated this regional dispute
into a potential global crisis, implicating
the major powers and casting a long
shadow over international peace and sta-
bility. The multifaceted nature of this con-
flict—with its historical grievances,
strategic alliances, economic repercus-
sions, and humanitarian consequences—
demands urgent attention and an
unwavering commitment to diplomacy
from the global community.
The genesis of the current crisis lies in

a complex web of historical, ideological,
and strategic confrontations that have de-
fined Iran-Israel relations for over four
decades. The 1979 Islamic Revolution
was a watershed moment that transformed
Iran’s political identity, positioning the
country as a staunch opponent of Israel
and its Western allies, particularly the
United States. Since then, Iran has vehe-
mently denied Israel’s legitimacy, framing
its existence as a colonial imposition and
a manifestation of Western hegemony in
the Middle East. This ideological animos-
ity has been compounded by Iran’s ambi-
tion to assert itself as a regional power,
particularly through its contentious nu-
clear program. While Tehran maintains
that its nuclear ambitions are peaceful, Is-
rael and many in the international commu-
nity view the development of nuclear
capabilities as an existential threat,
prompting preemptive and covert military
actions against Iranian nuclear facilities.
This cycle of attack and retaliation has es-
calated rapidly, turning a latent hostility
into an active military confrontation.
The conflict is further complicated by

Iran’s extensive network of proxy groups
throughout the region, including Hezbol-
lah in Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, and
Hamas in Gaza. These groups serve as
Iran’s strategic instruments to exert influ-
ence and challenge Israel’s security with-
out engaging in direct warfare. Their
operations often provoke retaliatory
strikes from Israel, deepening the cycle of
violence and instability. Israel’s intelli-
gence and military operations have been
relentless, aiming to dismantle Iran’s nu-
clear infrastructure and curb the capabili-
ties of these proxy forces. However, these
actions have not only heightened tensions
but also introduced the risk of miscalcula-
tion and wider regional escalation.
The involvement of the United States

introduces an additional and profoundly
destabilizing dimension to this conflict.

Washington’s unequivocal support for Is-
rael and its stringent stance against Iran’s
nuclear program have shaped the dynam-
ics of the crisis. The U.S. withdrawal from
the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA), despite initial hopes for
diplomatic resolution, rekindled hostility
and distrust. The recent military strikes on
Iranian nuclear sites represent a significant
escalation, signaling a willingness to em-
ploy force rather than diplomacy. Iran’s
vehement responses, including threats of
r e t a l i a t i o n
against U.S.
military bases
across the Mid-
dle East, have
raised fears of
direct confrontation between these two
powerful nations. The involvement of the
U.S. not only intensifies the conflict but
risks drawing in regional allies, transform-
ing a bilateral conflict into a broader con-
frontation.
This widening conflict threatens to re-

draw global alliances and exacerbate ex-
isting geopolitical rivalries. Russia and
China, both holding strategic partnerships
with Iran, are critical players in this un-
folding crisis. Russia’s provision of mili-
tary support and nuclear technology to
Iran underlines a growing antagonism
with the United States, and any direct con-
flict involving Russian interests could es-
calate into a major global confrontation.
China’s deep economic ties with Iran, es-
pecially in the energy sector, further com-
plicate the situation. Beijing’s opposition
to unilateral U.S. actions in the region
could lead it to assert a more active role in
support of Iran, thereby intensifying the
divisions between major world powers.
The potential emergence of a bipolar
global order—mirroring Cold War dynam-
ics with the U.S. on one side and a Rus-

sia-China-Iran bloc on the other—raises
the stakes dramatically. This polarization
threatens not only regional peace but the
very fabric of international order.
Economic ramifications of the conflict

cannot be overstated. The Middle East re-
mains a pivotal supplier of the world’s en-
ergy needs, and disruptions in this region
reverberate across global markets. Iran’s
threats to close the Strait of Hormuz, a
vital maritime chokepoint through which
a significant portion of the world’s oil

passes, could trig-
ger unprecedented
spikes in oil
prices. Such
shocks would ex-
acerbate inflation-

ary pressures worldwide, deepen
economic instability, and potentially pro-
voke social unrest in vulnerable
economies. These economic disruptions
may also exacerbate tensions among na-
tions as competition for resources intensi-
fies, increasing the likelihood of conflict
spillover beyond the Middle East.
Equally concerning are the profound

humanitarian consequences of this esca-
lating violence. The conflict has already
resulted in devastating loss of civilian
lives, widespread displacement, and a bur-
geoning refugee crisis that strains the re-
sources of neighboring countries.
Infrastructure destruction, shortages of es-
sential supplies, and the looming threat of
environmental contamination from attacks
on nuclear facilities add layers of com-
plexity to the humanitarian emergency.
The international community’s response
will be critical in mitigating suffering and
preventing further destabilization. The
ethical imperative to protect civilians and
uphold human rights must guide global ac-
tion alongside strategic considerations.
Despite these daunting challenges, the

prospect of a Third World War, while
alarmingly plausible, is not inevitable. The
shared awareness of the catastrophic con-
sequences of global conflict among the
world’s powers has maintained a fragile
check on outright warfare. Diplomatic en-
gagement, though fraught with difficul-
ties, remains the most viable path to
de-escalation. International organizations,
including the United Nations, must redou-
ble efforts to mediate and facilitate dia-
logue. Reviving the JCPOA or
establishing new frameworks for nuclear
non-proliferation could serve as critical
confidence-building measures. Regional
powers such as Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and
Egypt have a pivotal role in fostering dia-
logue and bridging divides. Their involve-
ment could help forge a collective regional
approach to security, reducing the risks of
external interference and confrontation.
A comprehensive diplomatic strategy

must also address the broader regional
grievances and rivalries that fuel this con-
flict. Constructive engagement that re-
spects the sovereignty and security
concerns of all parties is essential. Inter-
national efforts should focus on building
mechanisms for transparency and account-
ability in nuclear programs, curbing the in-
fluence of proxy groups, and promoting
economic cooperation to alleviate regional
poverty and instability. Such measures
would contribute to breaking the cycle of
hostility and mistrust that has long
plagued the Middle East.
Ultimately, the responsibility to prevent

the outbreak of a Third World War rests
with all members of the global commu-
nity. The Iran-Israel conflict and U.S. in-
tervention symbolize a dangerous
flashpoint in a world already grappling
with multiple crises. This moment calls for
collective wisdom, restraint, and an unwa-
vering commitment to peace. The alterna-
tive—a descent into widespread,
devastating warfare—would not only shat-
ter the fragile international order but also
impose unimaginable suffering on mil-
lions. There is no substitute for dialogue,
diplomacy, and cooperation in navigating
these perilous times.
As global citizens and policymakers, the

imperative is clear: to reject the path of
confrontation and instead embrace av-
enues of peaceful resolution. The lessons
of history remind us that war brings de-
struction and despair, while diplomacy,
however challenging, offers hope for sta-
bility and progress. In an interconnected
world, the security of one nation is bound
to the security of all. The fear of a Third
World War should galvanize the interna-
tional community not into panic, but into
purposeful action—a united stand for
peace, stability, and the preservation of hu-
manity’s shared future. (The writer can be
reached at himangshur1989@gmail.com
or 9954812261, 9864000260)

By: Satyabrat Borah 

The recent military strikes by the United States on
three of Iran’s nuclear facilities have sent shock-
waves through the global community, raising crit-

ical questions about the future of international relations
and the potential for a broader conflict. This unprece-
dented escalation has intensified tensions in an already
volatile Middle East, with fears of a larger war, possibly
even a third world war, dominating discussions among
policymakers, analysts, and the public. The attack, tar-
geting Iran’s nuclear sites at Fordow, Natanz, and Isfa-
han, marks a significant turning point in the
long-standing animosity between the United States and
Iran. This article explores the context of these strikes,
their immediate consequences, the geopolitical ramifi-
cations, and the potential pathways forward, while as-
sessing whether the world stands on the brink of a
catastrophic global conflict.
The U.S. strikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities were de-

scribed by American officials as a preemptive measure
to curb Iran’s nuclear ambitions, which the U.S. and its
allies, particularly Israel, have long viewed as a threat
to regional and global security. The facilities at Fordow,
Natanz, and Isfahan are central to Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, particularly its uranium enrichment activities. Ac-
cording to reports, the U.S. operation was precise,
utilizing advanced weaponry to inflict significant dam-
age on these sites. U.S. President Donald Trump, who
authorized the strikes, stated that the action was neces-
sary to prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons,
a prospect that has alarmed the international community
for decades. However, the strikes have provoked a fierce
response from Iran, with Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei vowing “severe consequences” and labeling
the attack an act of aggression that violates international
law. Iran’s Foreign Ministry has condemned the strikes
as a betrayal of diplomatic norms, further straining the
already fragile relationship between the two nations.
The roots of this conflict lie in the decades-long hos-

tility between the U.S. and Iran, which began with the
1979 Iranian Revolution and the subsequent hostage cri-
sis at the U.S. embassy in Tehran. The U.S. has consis-
tently opposed Iran’s nuclear program, viewing it as a
potential pathway to nuclear weapons, despite Iran’s
claims that its program is for peaceful energy purposes.
The 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), commonly known as the Iran nuclear deal,
was a landmark agreement aimed at curbing Iran’s nu-
clear activities in exchange for sanctions relief. How-
ever, the U.S. withdrawal from the deal in 2018 under
the Trump administration marked a significant setback,
leading to increased tensions and Iran’s gradual resump-
tion of uranium enrichment. The recent strikes appear to
be a culmination of these tensions, exacerbated by Iran’s
growing regional influence and its support for proxy
groups like Hezbollah and the Houthis, which have
clashed with U.S. allies, particularly Israel and Saudi
Arabia.
Israel’s role in this escalation cannot be overlooked.

For years, Israel has viewed Iran’s nuclear program as
an existential threat and has conducted covert opera-
tions, including cyberattacks and targeted assassinations,
to disrupt it. Reports suggest that Israel provided intel-
ligence support for the U.S. strikes, and some analysts
believe the operation was coordinated to align with Is-
rael’s strategic objectives. The strikes have already trig-

gered retaliatory actions from Iran, which launched bal-
listic and hypersonic missiles targeting Israeli territory.
According to Iranian sources, these counterattacks re-
sulted in significant casualties, with Iran claiming 430
deaths, while Israel reported 24 fatalities. The exchange
of attacks has heightened fears of a broader regional con-
flict, potentially drawing in other actors such as Syria,
Lebanon, and Yemen, where Iran’s proxies operate.
The immediate consequences of the U.S. strikes are

multifaceted. On one hand, the operation has reportedly
set back Iran’s nuclear program by at least two years,
according to Israeli military assessments. This could
temporarily alleviate concerns about Iran’s ability to de-
velop nuclear weapons. However, the strikes have also
galvanized Iran’s resolve to resist Western pressure. Iran
has vowed to rebuild its nuclear facilities and has accel-
erated its missile development program, signaling its in-
tent to maintain a strong deterrent against future attacks.
Moreover, the strikes have inflamed anti-American sen-
timent in Iran and across the Middle East, potentially
strengthening hardline factions within Iran’s govern-
ment and undermining prospects for diplomatic engage-
ment.
The geopolitical ramifications of this crisis extend far

beyond the U.S. and Iran. The international response to
the strikes has been polarized. U.S. allies, such as the
United Kingdom and Saudi Arabia, have expressed sup-
port for the operation, citing the need to prevent Iran
from acquiring nuclear weapons. However, other global
powers, including Russia and China, have condemned
the strikes as a violation of Iran’s sovereignty and
warned of the destabilizing impact on the region. Russia,
a key ally of Iran, has called for an emergency meeting
of the United Nations Security Council, while China has
urged all parties to exercise restraint. The European
Union, caught between its commitment to diplomacy
and its alignment with the U.S., has expressed concern
about the potential for a refugee crisis stemming from
further escalation in the Middle East. Countries like
India, which rely heavily on Middle Eastern oil, have
begun evacuating their citizens from Iran, highlighting
the far-reaching implications of the crisis.
The specter of a third world war looms large in public

discourse, but the likelihood of such a scenario depends
on several factors. A full-scale global conflict would re-
quire the involvement of major powers beyond the U.S.
and Iran, such as Russia, China, or NATO allies. While

Russia and China have voiced support for Iran, their in-
volvement has so far been limited to diplomatic rhetoric
and economic cooperation. However, if the conflict
spreads to involve Iran’s proxies or other regional actors,
it could draw in additional powers, creating a domino
effect. For instance, an escalation involving Hezbollah
in Lebanon or the Houthis in Yemen could prompt fur-
ther intervention from Israel and Saudi Arabia, poten-
tially leading to a broader regional war. Such a scenario
could disrupt global energy supplies, given the Middle
East’s critical role in oil production, and trigger eco-
nomic turmoil worldwide.
Economically, the strikes have already caused ripples

in global markets. Oil prices have surged due to fears of
supply disruptions, particularly given Iran’s strategic lo-
cation near the Strait of Hormuz, a vital chokepoint for
global oil shipments. Countries like India, which imports
a significant portion of its oil from the Middle East, face
the prospect of higher energy costs and economic strain.
Additionally, the potential for a refugee crisis, as seen
in previous Middle Eastern conflicts, could place further
pressure on neighboring countries and Europe, which
are already grappling with migration challenges. The
economic fallout could exacerbate existing global in-
equalities, disproportionately affecting developing na-
tions.
Diplomatically, the path to de-escalation remains un-

certain. Iran’s Foreign Minister has indicated a willing-
ness to engage in talks if the U.S. ceases its aggressive
actions, but the hardline stances of both nations make
negotiations challenging. The United Nations and other
international bodies have called for restraint and dia-
logue, but their influence is limited in the face of en-
trenched geopolitical rivalries. The U.S. decision to act
without congressional approval has also sparked domes-
tic criticism, with some lawmakers arguing that the
strikes risk entangling the U.S. in another prolonged
Middle Eastern conflict. The lack of a clear diplomatic
framework, such as the JCPOA, further complicates ef-
forts to resolve the crisis peacefully.
Looking ahead, the international community faces a

critical juncture. The strikes have underscored the
fragility of global security and the dangers of unilateral
military actions. To prevent further escalation, a renewed
commitment to diplomacy is essential. This could in-
volve reviving elements of the JCPOA or establishing a
new framework for negotiations that includes all rele-
vant stakeholders, including Iran, the U.S., Israel, Rus-
sia, and China. Confidence-building measures, such as
a temporary ceasefire or mutual commitments to halt
military actions, could create space for dialogue. Addi-
tionally, addressing the broader regional dynamics, in-
cluding Iran’s support for proxies and Israel’s security
concerns, will be crucial to achieving lasting stability.
The U.S. strikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities have thrust

the world into a period of heightened uncertainty. While
the immediate impact has been a setback for Iran’s nu-
clear program, the long-term consequences could be far-
reaching, with the potential to destabilize the Middle
East and beyond. The specter of a third world war,
though not imminent, serves as a sobering reminder of
the stakes involved. The international community must
prioritize diplomacy and cooperation to prevent further
escalation and address the root causes of this crisis. Only
through collective action can the world avoid the cata-
strophic consequences of a broader conflict and chart a
path toward peace.

U.S. strikes Iran’s Nuclear sites: A path to war?
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Tensions between Iran and Israel have long simmered be-
neath the surface of Middle Eastern geopolitics, but re-
cent escalations have reignited fears of a broader

regional war. At the heart of the economic fallout is the energy
market. Iran, a major oil producer and a member and rotating
president of OPEC this year, plays a crucial role in the global
energy supply chain. Any disruption in oil exports resulting
from military action - particularly blockades in strategic
chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz - could trigger signifi-
cant upheaval in global markets. This vulnerability was evi-
dent in past confrontations, where tensions between Iran and
the West led to volatility in global oil prices. In today’s tightly
interconnected energy markets, a sustained conflict could push
oil prices above $100 per barrel, reigniting inflationary pres-
sures across the globe. In fact, following the recent attack, oil
prices have already surged by approximately $10 (around INR
870) per barrel, with a prolonged war likely to drive them even
higher. There are 42 gallons in a barrel of oil, and a $1 increase
in the price of crude oil per barrel translates to an increase of
approximately 2.4 cents per gallon.  According to a report by
ClearView Energy Partners, in markets where fuel prices are
not subsidized, a $10 rise in crude oil typically leads to a 7-
cent (approximately, INR 6) increase per litre of petrol at the
pump. In extreme cases, such as a blockage of the Strait of
Hormuz, prices could surge by an additional 27 cents (approx-
imately, INR 23). So far, shipping lanes through the Strait re-
main open and operational. However, that may change with
Iran threatening to lay naval mines if the US joins the war.
While Iran accounts for less than 2% of the global oil sup-

ply, a closure of the Strait of Hormuz would disrupt the flow
of approximately 12% of the world’s oil, given that much of
the Middle East’s oil exports pass through this strategic choke-
point. This makes the Strait’s security critical not just for the
region, but for global energy markets as a whole. As per data
from UN COMTRADE, in 2024, Iran, exported $13.26 billion
around the world, the main destinations being: China
(34.59%), Turkey(16.45%), And India (7.68%). Valued at US$
4.59 Billion, China is the main export destination (by trade
value) for Iran. For energy-dependent nations—especially de-
veloping economies already burdened by debt and post-
COVID recovery challenges—such price hikes could prove
economically destabilizing. In fact, two of the largest
economies, such as China and India, buy as much as 80% of
the oil which passes through the Strait of Hormuz.
China will be more impacted than India, as it has become a

major importer of Iranian oil following the US sanctions on
Iran. Like Russia, Iran has also been using a “shadow fleet”
to sell oil at discounted prices to China. A “shadow fleet”
refers to oil tankers that operate outside standard regulations
- often lacking mandatory insurance and disabling tracking
systems - to evade sanctions or regulatory oversight. A signif-
icant portion of formal oil trade relies on insured shipping, and
since most major insurers are based in the EU and the US,
Western-led sanctions can make regular oil transport increas-
ingly difficult.

Iran and Israel tension
and crude price
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
In love, the one who runs away is the winner

-Henri Matisse

The looming shadow of a Third World War 
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Sir/Ma’am

It is ironic that while we take immense pride in our traditional identity sym-
bolised by the gamocha, we are yet to achieve even basic self-sufficiency in
its production. Around 90 per cent of the gamochas available in Assam’s mar-
kets today are machine-made and imported from outside the state. This reality
starkly contrasts with the image we like to project.Despite all the rhetoric, our
local weavers—the real custodians of Assamese handloom heritage—struggle
to survive. Without government assistance schemes like Arunodoi, many of
these artisans would be forced to abandon their craft altogether. And yet, we
celebrate the Hon’ble Prime Minister wearing a gamocha during International
Yoga Day as if it reflects the thriving state of our traditions.
Indeed, blessed is the King, and blessed are the people! But perhaps it’s time

we reflect on whether symbolic pride can replace real support and empower-
ment for those who keep our heritage alive.

Mowsam Hazarika
Guwahati-9

mowsam2000@yahoo.co.in

Sir/Ma’am

Since 2005, I have been providing free career counselling to students and
parents across different regions of Assam every Saturday from 6 PM to 9 PM
over the phone (09435188630). During career counselling sessions, one of the
most frequently asked questions by students and parents is: ‘Which field of
study leads to a high-paying job quickly?’
The answer to this question does not solely depend on a specific academic

stream or degree. The path to higher earnings is determined by a combination
of factors — the student’s personality, interests, skills, the current demand, fu-
ture market potential etc. However, to spread awareness among the general
public regarding this matter, I feel it is necessary to highlight a few important
aspects. To begin with, it is important to understand that merely performing
well in any academic stream—whether Arts, Science, or Commerce—is not
sufficient. True success is more likely when a student selects a career path that
aligns with their inner abilities, interests, and life goals.
Therefore, every student should first deeply identify their personality—

whether they are introverted, extroverted, realistic, investigative, artistic, so-
cial, enterprising, conventional etc. Choosing a career that matches one’s
personality not only boosts confidence but also brings greater life satisfaction
and increases the chances of long-term success. In today’s world, academic
qualifications alone are not enough. To secure a good job, technical skills, in-
terpersonal abilities, critical thinking, problem-solving capacity etc. are equally
important. 
However, it is often observed that many students, despite securing high

marks, fail to get desirable jobs in either the government or private sector. The
main reason is that a degree alone is not enough. In today’s competitive world,
it is essential to possess practical skills, applied knowledge, and the ability to
continuously update oneself according to the demands of the time. Apart from
jobs, one can also become self-reliant by building their own small or large en-
terprise or starting a business venture, which can also create employment op-
portunities for others. Finally, the most important point to remember is — fruits
don’t ripen instantly; they take time to mature. Whether it is a job or a business,
there is no substitute for deep study, proper training, and hard work on the path
to high salaries or greater income. Higher earnings are possible for those who
choose skill-based courses and careers in high-demand sectors that align with
their interests, personality, and current market needs.

Dr. Buljit Buragohain
Assam Don Bosco University,

Airport Road, Azara, Guwahati
buljit@gmail.com

The irony behind the
pride in our GamochaThe roots of this conflict lie in the

decades-long hostility between the
U.S. and Iran, which began with the
1979 Iranian Revolution and the sub-
sequent hostage crisis at the U.S. em-

bassy in Tehran. The U.S. has
consistently opposed Iran’s nuclear
program, viewing it as a potential

pathway to nuclear weapons, despite
Iran’s claims that its program is for

peaceful energy purposes

Which field of study leads to
high-paying jobs quickly?
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Will the COVID-19 surge
in India accelerate?

Here’s what wastewater
surveillance can tell

By: Dr. Deepak Raina

Joint pain can be more than just discomfort— it can
take away your ability to move freely, enjoy daily ac-
tivities, or maintain your independence. When med-

ications, physiotherapy, and lifestyle changes no longer
provide relief, joint replacement surgery may be the next
step toward a more active and pain-free life.

But how do you know when it's time to consider this option?
Understanding Joint Replacement
Joint replacement is a surgical procedure where a dam-

aged joint— commonly the knee, hip, elbow, ankle or
shoulder— is replaced with an artificial implant. These
implants are designed to function like your natural joint,
restoring movement and reducing pain. With advance-
ments in technology and surgical techniques, joint re-
placement has become safer and more effective, offering
quicker recovery and long-term relief.

When Is Joint Replacement Recommended?
Joint replacement is not the first step in the treatment

process. It is usually recommended when conservative
treatments such as medication, physiotherapy, or weight
management no longer provide relief and the quality of
life is significantly affected.

Some common indications for joint replacement include:
● Severe Joint Pain: Persistent, intense pain that limits

the ability to perform everyday tasks like walking, climb-
ing stairs, or even getting out of a chair— is one of the

main signs. This pain may be present during movement
or even while resting.

● Joint Stiffness or Swelling: Loss of flexibility,
swelling, and stiffness in the joint can reduce mobility. If
stiffness is affecting your sleep or preventing you from
performing routine activities, surgery might be needed to
restore function.

● Advanced Arthritis: Conditions like osteoarthritis,
rheumatoid arthritis, and post-traumatic arthritis can
cause long-term joint damage. In severe cases where car-
tilage has worn away, and bones rub against each other,
joint replacement is often the most effective treatment.

● Deformity in the Joint: Changes in joint shape, such
as bowing of the legs or shortening of one limb, can indi-
cate joint degeneration. These deformities may lead to
further complications if not corrected.

● Limited Response to Other Treatments: When phys-
ical therapy, painkillers, no longer provide lasting relief,
surgical intervention may be necessary to improve func-
tion and reduce chronic pain.

● Joint Damage Due to Injury: Certain injuries, like
fractures or torn ligaments, may lead to lasting damage
to the joint. If the joint becomes unstable or non-func-
tional, replacement may be required.

A Life-Changing Decision
Choosing to undergo joint replacement is a personal de-

cision that should be made in consultation with an or-
thopaedic specialist. Doctors evaluate your symptoms,
medical history, lifestyle, and imaging results like X-rays
or MRIs before recommending surgery.

Thanks to modern surgical techniques, such as mini-
mally invasive procedures recovery times have improved
significantly. Most patients experience reduced pain, bet-
ter mobility, and improved quality of life after surgery.

Take the First Step Toward Recovery
Joint pain doesn't have to define your life. If you're ex-

periencing ongoing discomfort that affects your daily ac-
tivities, consult an orthopaedic specialist to explore
whether joint replacement is the right option for you.

Early diagnosis and timely intervention can help you
return to the life you love— free from pain, stiffness, and
limitations. (The writer is the Senior Director & Unit
Head – Orthopaedics & Joint Replacement, Max Hos-
pital, Dwarka)

Regain mobility and live pain-free: When
is joint replacement the right choice?

By: Lindsey DeSoto

Protein is found in every cell
and tissue in the body. While
it has many vital roles in the

body, protein is crucial for muscle
growth because it helps repair and
maintain muscle tissue.

The current recommended di-
etary allowance (RDA) to prevent
deficiency in minimally active
adults is 0.8 grams (g) of protein
per kilogram (kg) of body weight.
However, newer research suggests
individuals trying to build muscle
need more than this.

Consuming less protein than the
body needs has been linked to de-
creased muscle mass. In contrast,
increased protein intakes above the
RDA may help increase strength
and lean body mass when paired
with resistance exercise.

Why is protein important for
building muscle?

Protein is made up of amino
acids that act as building blocks for
cells and tissues in the body. There
are 20 amino acids that combine to
form proteins.

While some can be synthesized
by the human body, others cannot.
The nine amino acids that the body
cannot make are called essential
amino acids. These must be ob-
tained through diet.

When a person eats protein, it is
digested and broken down into
amino acids, which are involved in
many processes in the body, in-
cluding tissue growth and repair,
immune function, and energy pro-
duction.

Like other body tissues, muscle
proteins are continuously broken
down and rebuilt. In order to build
muscle, a person must consume
more protein than what is broken
down. This is often referred to as a

net positive nitrogen balance, as
protein is high in nitrogen.

If a person is not consuming ad-
equate amounts of protein, their
body tends to break down muscle-
Trusted Source to provide the body
with the amino acids needed to
support body functions and pre-
serve more important tissues. Over
time, this can lead to decreased
muscle mass and strength.

Lastly, the body uses amino
acids for muscle protein synthesis
(MPS), the primary driver of mus-
cle repair, recovery, and growth
after strenuous exercises.

How much protein do you
need?

According to the 2020-2025 Di-
etary Guidelines for Americans,
most healthy adults over 19 years
old should get between 10-35% of
their daily calories from protein.
One gram of protein provides 4
calories.

This means that a person who
eats 2,000 calories per day would
need to consume between 50 and
175 grams of protein per day.

The current RDA of 0.8 g per kg
of body weight for protein is based
on the amount required to maintain
nitrogen balance and prevent mus-
cle loss. However, extending these
recommendations to active indi-
viduals who are looking to build
muscle may not be appropriate.

When it comes to building mus-
cle mass, the ideal amount of daily
protein a person should consume
varies depending on several fac-
tors, including age, gender, activity
level, health, and other variables.

However, several studies have
given us a good idea of how to cal-
culate the amount of protein adults
need for muscle gain based on
body weight.

What do studies say?

While most studies agree that
higher protein intakes are associ-
ated with improvements in lean
body mass and strength when
combined with resistance training,
the optimal amount of protein re-
quired to build muscle remains
controversial. Here is what the lat-
est research says.

One 2020 meta-analysis pub-
lished in the journal Nutrition Re-
views found that protein intakes
ranging from 0.5 to 3.5 g per kg of
body weight can support increases
in lean body mass.

In particular, researchers noted
that gradually increasing protein
take, even by as little as 0.1 grams
per kilogram of body weight per
day, can help maintain or increase
muscle mass.

The rate of increase in lean body
mass from higher protein intakes
rapidly decreased after 1.3 g per kg

of body weight was exceeded.
Strength training suppressed this
decline. This suggests that in-
creased protein intake paired with
strength training is best for gaining
lean body mass.

Another 2022 meta-analysis
published in the journal Sports
Medicine concluded that higher
protein intakes of around 1.5 g per
kg of body weight daily paired
with resistance training are re-
quired for optimal effects on mus-
cle strength. Researchers noted
that the benefits of increased pro-
tein intake on strength and muscle
mass appear to plateau at 1.5 to 1.6
g per kg of body weight per day.

Lastly, one 2022 systematic re-
view and meta-analysis published
in the Journal of Cachexia, Sar-
copenia, and Muscle concluded
that a protein intake of 1.6 g per kg
of body weight per day or higher

results in small increases in lean
body mass in young, resistance-
trained individuals. The results on
older individuals were marginal.

Notably, 80% of studies exam-
ined in this review reported partic-
ipants consuming a minimum of
1.2 g of protein per kg of body
weight per day, which is still
higher than the current RDA. This
may be a potential contributor to
the decreased effects of protein in-
tervention in combination with re-
sistance training in older adults.

While it is difficult to give exact
figures due to varying study re-
sults, the optimum amount of pro-
tein for muscle-building appears to
be between 1.2 and 1.6 g per kg of
body weight.

This means a 180-pound (81.8
kg) male, for example, would need
to consume between 98 and 131 g
of protein daily, combined with re-

sistance training, to support muscle
growth.

What are the best protein
sources?

A person can meet their daily
protein needs by eating animal and
plant-based protein sources.

Animal-based protein sources
include:

• Lean meats (beef, pork, or
lamb)

• Poultry
• Eggs
• Fish and seafood
• Dairy products
• Whey protein powders.
Plant-based protein sources

include:
• Beans
• Peas
• Nuts
• Lentils
• Seeds
• Soy products
• Plant-based protein powders.
Some nutritionists consider ani-

mal protein sources to be better
than plant-based protein sources
when it comes to building muscle
mass. This is because they contain
all the essential amino acids the
body needs in sufficient amounts.
They are also easy to digest.

Some plant-based proteins are
less bioavailable and harder to di-
gest. They also have varying
amino acid profiles. However, in-
dividuals who opt for plant-based
diets can easily supplement by eat-
ing more overall protein, and opt-
ing for a variety of foods.

To obtain all the necessary
amino acids in a plant-based diet,
individuals can pair ingredients
such as rice and beans, hummus
and pita bread, or peanut butter on
whole wheat bread.

One notable exception is soy,
which is highly bioavailable, has a

good profile of amino acids, and is
easy to digest.

How much protein is too much?
Doctors generally agree that

healthy adults can safely tolerate a
long-term protein intake of up to 2
g per kg of body weight per day
without any side effects. However,
some groups of people, such as
healthy, well-trained athletes, may
tolerate up to 3.5 g per kg of body
weight.

Most research suggests that eat-
ing more than 2 g of protein per kg
of body weight per day can cause
health issues over time.

Potential risks
Symptoms of excessive protein

intake include:
• Intestinal discomfort
• Nausea
• Dehydration
• Fatigue
• Weight gain
• Irritation
• Headache.
More severe risks associated

with chronic protein overconsump-
tion include:

• Heart disease
• Seizures
• Kidney and liver injuries
• Death.
Final word
When combined with resistance

training, protein intakes above the
current RDA can support muscle
building. The best way to meet
your daily protein needs is by con-
suming lean meat, fish, beans,
nuts, and legumes.

Since the optimal amount of
protein a person needs depends on
age, health status, and activity
level, consider speaking with a
healthcare provider or a registered
dietitian to discuss how much pro-
tein is suitable for you. (Courtesy:
Medical News Today)

By: Preetha Banerjee

India is witnessing a steady
rise in COVID-19 cases
since May 2025. Just in the

last fortnight, the country's ac-
tive caseload has grown 18
times, going from 257 on May
19 to 4,866 on June 5. Although
the infections are mild, 51 peo-
ple have died of the infection in
the country since the beginning
of 2025; most of them had co-
morbidities, other ailments, can-
cer or were elderly.

It is unclear if the situation
will snowball into a COVID-19
wave but clues from wastewater
indicate a concern. The Council
of Scientific & Industrial Re-
search-National Chemical Labo-
ratory (NCL) found the presence
of the virus in wastewater sam-
ples from every sewage treat-
ment plant in Pune, according to
a news report in The Times of
India.

It started with just one STP
showing traces of SARS-CoV-2
on April 22, said NCL scientist
Mahesh S Dharne to the newspa-
per. By May 6, samples from all
the 10 STPs in the city tested
positive for coronavirus through
RT-PCR examination. This is in-
dicative of the viral load in the
entire community.

It is a matter of concern be-
cause wastewater surveillance
has been considered an early
warning for case spikes. Even in
this instance, the scientist noted
that the "viral load pattern" was
similar to those observed before
the infection surge picked up
pace in the past.

Since the initial days of the
pandemic, this method has been
used to understand the viral load
in a particular population. A per-
son with coronavirus infection
can shed viral material in faecal
sampled up to 35 days. It is said
that the virus can be excreted by
symptomatic, asymptomatic and
presymptomatic individuals,
wrote Rajeshwari Sinha, Pro-
gramme Manager, Food Safety
and Toxins, Centre for Science

and Environment, New Delhi in
a Down To Earth story.

In the first half of 2020,
sewage samples were tested in
Hyderabad and the analysis
showed that some 6 per cent of
the city's population had the in-
fection. The findings published
in August 2020 showed that
some 600,000 people in the city
were 'potentially infected'. Most
of them were asymptomatic,
which is why the clinically iden-
tified cases and hospitalisations
were much lower.

A study that analysed over
1,100 wastewater samples from
the city during May 2022 and
May 2023 had found that the
population has a high case load
although not as many cases were
being report. This means the
virus was being passed on undi-
agnosed, the researchers wrote,
in something they termed a
'silent wave'. The findings were
published in December 2024.

Moreover, the examination of
wastewater also revealed virus
lineages in circulation months
ahead of their clinical identifica-
tion, the authors added. "The
BA.2.86.X was identified 103
days prior to its clinical detection
in Pune, highlighting WBE's re-
markable lead time."

Globally, SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tions have been on the rise since
mid-February 2025, according to
a situation report by the World
Health Organization posted on
May 28, 2025. The test positivity
rate reached 11 per cent, highest
since July 2024, the United Na-
tions health organisation wrote.
"This rise is primarily observed
in countries in the Eastern
Mediterranean, South-East Asia,
and Western Pacific regions."

According to WHO data till
May 18, 2025, the number of
cases in the South-East Asia re-
gion was a lot higher than any
other part of the world. In the
seven days till May 18, the re-
gion had recorded 58,720 cases,
while Europe had some 2,800
cases and the Americas 2,300.
(Down to Earth)

How much protein do you need to build muscle?

By: Dr Parveen Mendiratta

A34-year-old woman from
Greater Noida, who ar-
rived at the hospital with

severe abdominal pain, was
found to be suffering from an ex-
tremely rare cause of acute pan-
creatitis, a hidden parathyroid
tumor. Thanks to the swift coor-
dination and expertise of doc-
tors, she underwent a successful
high-risk surgery and was dis-
charged just five days later with
significant recovery.

The Unexpected
Cause Behind Severe
Abdominal Symptoms

When the patient was
first admitted to the
Hospital, her symptoms
pointed to acute pancre-
atitis, a painful and po-
tentially life-threatening
condition. However,
further evaluation re-
vealed something un-
usual, a high calcium
level in the blood, a
condition known as hypercal-
cemia.

While pancreatitis due to hy-
percalcemia is extremely rare,
occurring in less than 1 percent
of cases, the Doctors suspected a
deeper cause. In collaboration
with the hospital’s endocrinol-
ogy department, they discovered
a parathyroid adenoma, a benign
tumor in the right parathyroid
gland. This tumor was disrupting
the body’s calcium balance and
affecting vital organs including
the bones, kidneys, and muscles.

A Complex Case Made

Riskier by a Weak Heart
The complexity of the case in-

creased when tests showed the
patient had a severely reduced
heart function. Her ejection frac-
tion (EF), a measure of how
much blood the heart pumps out
with each beat, was just 25 per-
cent, far below the normal range.
This made surgical intervention
particularly risky.

Despite the odds, the team de-
cided to move forward with the
surgery. The anesthesiology de-
partment played a critical role in

managing the patient’s fragile
heart condition during the oper-
ation to ensure safety.

Surgical Precision and Real-
Time Confirmation

During the surgery, the team
removed the tumor and immedi-
ately sent the tissue for analysis
to confirm it was indeed parathy-
roid tissue. Simultaneously, the
biochemistry department moni-
tored the patient’s hormone lev-
els. Remarkably, within just 20
minutes of the tumor’s removal,
her parathormone (PTH) levels
dropped sharply from 1233 to

140, providing real-time confir-
mation that the surgery had been
successful.

Multidisciplinary Teamwork
Made the Difference

This case was an extraordinary
example of team-based care and
quick clinical judgment. Hyper-
calcemia-induced pancreatitis is
rare and often overlooked. Iden-
tifying it early gave a critical op-
portunity to intervene. Despite
the patient’s compromised heart
function, the surgery proceed
safely because of seamless col-

laboration across de-
partments. It truly
reflects the strength of
multidisciplinary med-
icine.

A Positive Out-
come and a Message
for the Future

The patient made a
steady recovery and
was discharged just
five days after surgery.
By the time she left the
hospital, her heart’s

ejection fraction had improved
to 45 percent.

This case highlights not just a
rare link between parathyroid tu-
mors and pancreatitis, but also
the vital importance of early di-
agnosis, precise surgical plan-
ning, and coordinated hospital
care. Even in high-risk and com-
plex medical situations, timely
intervention and teamwork can
make all the difference. (The
writer is the Head of Depart-
ment, Surgical Oncology,
Yatharth Hospital, Greater
Noida)

Hidden tumor causing 
Pancreatitis removed in high-

risk life-saving surgery By: Dr. Rohit Bansil

When we hear the words "brain tumour," it often brings a very
grim image to mind. However, the reality is that many brain
tumours can be successfully treated if diagnosed early.

There is still a lack of awareness among the public about the symp-
toms and available treatment options for brain tumours. This Brain
Tumour Day gives us an opportunity to spread awareness and educate
people about the advancements in treatment.

A brain tumour refers to any abnormal growth or mass in the brain.
It can be either benign (non-cancerous) or malignant (cancerous). Be-
nign tumours do not spread and are usually curable, while malignant
tumours can grow rapidly, spread to other parts, and may return even
after treatment. The location of the tumour plays a major role in de-
termining the outcome of treatment. To know the exact nature of the
tumour, doctors need to examine a sample of the tissue under a mi-
croscope, which is done through a biopsy. Often, the biopsy is per-
formed along with the removal of the tumour in the same surgery. The
approach to surgery can be open, minimally invasive, or endoscopic,
depending on where the tumour is located in the brain.

In recent years, brain surgeries have become much safer and more
precise due to technological advancements. Tools like neuronaviga-
tion, intraoperative nerve monitoring, high-resolution microscopes,
and robotic assistance have improved outcomes significantly. Neu-
ronavigation helps guide the surgeon in real-time during the operation,
allowing for safer and more complete tumour removal. Intraoperative
nerve monitoring helps prevent damage to important nerves during
surgery, while microscopes offer a clearer view of delicate areas in
the brain.

Brain tumours can present a range of symptoms such as early morn-
ing headaches, blurring of vision, vomiting that brings temporary re-
lief from headache, changes in vision, hearing problems, difficulty
walking, weakness on one side of the body, and seizures. Early diag-
nosis using MRI and PET CT scans can significantly improve the
chances of a successful outcome. Once the tumour is surgically re-
moved, the next steps depend on the biopsy report. If the tumour is
benign, no further treatment may be needed. However, if the tumour
is malignant, the patient may require additional treatment such as
chemotherapy or radiotherapy. In some cases, repeat surgeries may
also be necessary.

With the help of modern technology, brain tumour surgeries have
become safer and more effective. Today, most patients recover well
and are discharged within 4–5 days of surgery. The key to success lies
in early detection and timely medical attention. On this Brain Tumour
Day, let us focus on increasing awareness, encouraging early check-
ups, and supporting complete and effective treatment for those af-
fected. (The writer is the Associate Director - Neuro Surgery &
Neuro Spine, BLK-Max Super Speciality Hospital, Delhi)

Understating
brain tumours
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DUBAI, June 23: Israel hit Iran-
ian government targets in Tehran
on Monday in a series of strikes
that followed a salvo of missiles
and drones fired by Iran at Israel in
the wake of the Trump administra-
tion’s massive strikes on Iranian
nuclear sites the day before.
The Israeli military also con-

firmed it hit roads around Iran’s
Fordo enrichment facility to ob-
struct access to the site. The under-
ground site was one of those hit in
Sunday’s attack by the United
States on three nuclear facilities.
The Israeli military did not elabo-
rate. In Tehran attacks, Israel’s De-
fence Ministry said it hit targets that
included the notorious Evin Prison in
the Iranian capital and the security
headquarters of the paramilitary
Revolutionary Guards. “The Iranian
dictator will be punished with full
force for attacking the Israeli home
front,” the Ministry said.

Nuclear fears mount after US
strikes
In Vienna, the head of the

United Nations nuclear watchdog
said he expected there to be heavy
damage at the Fordo facility al-
ready following the Sunday’s US
airstrike there with sophisticated
bunker-buster bombs.
“Given the explosive payload

utilised ... very significant damage
... is expected to have occurred,”
said Rafael Grossi, the head of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency. With the strikes on Sun-
day on Iranian nuclear sites, the
United States inserted itself into Is-
rael’s war, prompting fears of a
wider regional conflict. Iran said
the US had crossed “a very big red
line” with its risky gambit to strike
the three sites with missiles and
30,000-pound bunker-buster
bombs. Several Iranian officials,
including Atomic Energy Organi-
sation of Iran spokesman Behrouz
Kamalvandi, have claimed Iran re-
moved nuclear material from tar-

geted sites ahead of time.
Grossi told the IAEA board of

governors on Monday that Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
had informed him on June 13 that
Iran would “adopt special meas-
ures to protect nuclear equipment
and materials.” 

Israel and Iran press their attacks
Iran described its Monday attack

on Israel as as a new wave of its
Operation “True Promise 3,” say-
ing it was targeting the Israeli cities
of Haifa and Tel Aviv, according to
Iranian state television.
Explosions were also heard in

Jerusalem. There were no immedi-
ate reports of damage.

In Iran, witnesses reported Is-
raeli airstrikes hit areas around
Iran’s capital, Tehran, around mid-
day. Iranian state television con-
firmed one Israeli strike hit the
gate of Evin Prison.
The report shared what appeared

to be black-and-white-surveillance
footage of the strike. The prison is
known for holding dual nationals
and Westerners often used by Iran
as bargaining chips in negotiations
with the West.
Evin also has specialized units

for political prisoners and those
with Western ties, run by the para-
military Revolutionary Guard,
which answers only to Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
The facility is the target of both US
and European Union sanctions.
Calls for de-escalation
The US described its Sunday at-

tack on the Fordo and Natanz en-
richment facilities, as well as the
Isfahan nuclear sit, as a one-off to
take out Iran’s nuclear programme,
but President Donald Trump has
warned of additional strikes if
Tehran retaliates. Mousavi de-
scribed the American attacks as vi-
olating Iran’s sovereignty and
being tantamount to invading the
country, the state-run IRNA news
agency reported. (AP)

Israel targets Iran’s govt, notorious Tehran
prison as Iran launches more attacks on Israel KYIV, June 23: Russian drones

and missiles killed at least 10 civil-
ians in Ukraine in nighttime at-
tacks, local officials said Monday,
with seven deaths reported in the
capital, Kyiv, where emergency
crews raced to find people be-
lieved trapped under the rubble of
a partially collapsed apartment
building.
Russia fired 352 drones and de-

coys overnight, as well as 11 bal-
listic missiles and five cruise
missiles, Ukraine’s air force said.
Air defences intercepted or
jammed 339 drones and 15 mis-
siles before they could reach their
targets, a statement said.
The strikes came nearly a week

after a combined Russian attack on
Ukraine last Tuesday killed 28
people in Kyiv, 23 of them in a res-
idential building that collapsed
after sustaining a direct missile hit.
Russian forces have for several

months been trying to drive deeper
into Ukraine as part of a renewed
summer push along the roughly
1,000-kilometre front line, though
the Institute for the Study of War
said their progress has been lim-
ited.
“Russian forces have failed to

make significant gains during this
period of intensified offensive op-
erations, however, due in part to
the fact that Russian forces are
largely relying on poorly trained
infantry to make gains in the face
of Ukraine’s drone-based de-
fence,” the Washington-based
think tank said late Sunday.
At the same time, Russia has

pounded civilian areas with long-
range strikes in an apparent at-
tempt to weaken public morale.

Ukrainian leader notes role of
Iran, North Korea
Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy said preliminary data
indicated that Russian forces used
North Korean missiles in the Kyiv
strike. He called Russia, North
Korea and Iran, which has pro-
vided drones to Russia, a “coali-
tion of murderers” and warned of
a potential spread of the “terror” if
their alliance continues.
Zelenskyy said Ukraine’s de-

fence and new ways to pressure
Russia will be the two main topics
in his visit to the United Kingdom
on Monday. Zelenskyy was to
meet with Prime Minister Keir

Starmer in London ahead of this
week’s NATO summit in The
Hague, Starmer’s office said.
French Foreign Minister Jean-

Noël Barrot said the latest strikes
demonstrated Russia’s “unlimited
cruelty,” by deliberately taking aim
at civilian targets, and promised
more European sanctions on
Moscow.

Rescue workers search for
survivors
Drones and missiles hit residen-

tial areas, hospitals and sports in-
frastructure in numerous districts
across Kyiv in the early hours of
Monday, emergency services said.
The most severe damage was in

the Shevchenkivskyi district of
Kyiv, where a section of a five-
story apartment building collapsed.
Six people were killed in that

district, Kyiv Mayor Vitali Kl-
itschko said. Ten others, including
a pregnant woman, were rescued
from a nearby high-rise that also
sustained heavy damage in the
blast.
Dozens of vehicles, some

burned out and others mangled by
flying debris from the blast,
formed a snarl in the courtyard in
front of the partly demolished
building, which had collapsed
down to the second floor.
Onlookers, some wrapped in

blankets, watched tearfully as the
cleanup operation took place.
Dozens of volunteers worked to re-
move broken glass, downed tree
branches and other debris.
Oleksii Pozychaniuk, 29, who

lives in the building next to the one
struck in the attack, said he heard
the whistle of the rocket approach-
ing from inside his apartment and
“froze in terror” before feeling the

impact. “Windows burst out, glass
was flying everywhere,” he said.
“We barely made it downstairs
with my child, everything here was
on fire. We didn’t see the neighbor-
ing building yet because every-
thing was covered in smoke, the
cars were smoldering, tires were
bursting from the high temperature
which was also scary.”
Klitschko told reporters that res-

cue workers were still searching
the collapsed building for sur-
vivors.
The Russian attack also dam-

aged the entrance to the Svi-
atoshyn subway station in Kyiv,
slightly injuring two people, said
Timur Tkachenko, the head of
Kyiv’s military administration. He
said more than 30 people were in-
jured across the city.
Since the early days of Russia’s

invasion, underground subway sta-
tions have served as shelters for
those seeking protection from aer-
ial attacks. During almost nightly
strikes, stations across Kyiv are
often filled with people waiting out
the danger.
Elsewhere in Ukraine, a Russian

short-range drone attack killed two
people and wounded 10 more in
the Chernihiv region late Sunday
night, authorities said. Three chil-
dren were among the wounded, ac-
cording to the regional
administration head, Viacheslav
Chaus. Another person was killed
and eight wounded overnight in
the city of Bila Tserkva, around 85
kilometers (53 miles) southwest of
the capital.
Meanwhile, Russia’s Defence

Ministry said its air defences shot
down 23 Ukrainian drones
overnight into Monday. (AP)

Russian attacks on Ukraine
kill at least 10, injure dozens

UNITED NATIONS, June 23:
The US bombing of Iran’s nuclear
facilities marks a “perilous turn” in
the Middle East, UN chief Antonio
Guterres told an emergency session
of the Security Council here, amid
escalating tensions in the region.
The 15-nation Council met for

the emergency session on Sunday
after President Donald Trump an-
nounced that the US had bombed
three nuclear sites in Iran - Fordo,
Natanz and Isfahan.
“The bombing of Iranian nuclear

facilities by the United States
marks a perilous turn in a region
that is already reeling. From the
outset of the crisis, I have repeat-
edly condemned any military esca-
lation in the Middle East,”
Secretary General Guterres told the
UN Security Council.
Guterres said the people of the

region cannot endure another cycle
of destruction. “And yet, we now
risk descending into a rathole of re-
taliation after retaliation.
The UN Chief stressed that the

international community must act
immediately and decisively to halt
the fighting and return to serious,
sustained negotiations on the Iran-
ian nuclear programme.
Guterres said that Iran must fully

respect the Non-Proliferation
Treaty, which is a cornerstone of
international peace and security.
Cautioning that the world faces

a stark choice between a path that
leads to wider war, deeper human
suffering, and serious damage to
the international order and another
that leads to de-escalation, diplo-
macy and dialogue.
“We know which path is right. I

urge this Council – and all Member
States – to act with reason, re-
straint, and urgency. We cannot –
and must not – give up on peace,”
he said.
International Atomic Energy

Agency (IAEA) Director General
Rafael Grossi told the Council that
the attacks on the Iranian nuclear
sites have caused a sharp degrada-
tion in nuclear safety and security
in the country. “Though they have
not so far led to a radiological re-
lease affecting the public, there is
a danger this could occur,” he said.
Fordo is Iran’s main enrichment

location for enriching uranium to
60 per cent. IAEA said it is not
aware of any damage at Fordo at
this time.
He underscored that armed at-

tacks on nuclear facilities should
never take place, and could result
in radioactive releases with grave
consequences within and beyond
the boundaries of the State which
has been attacked.
“I therefore again call on maxi-

mum restraint. Military escalation
threatens lives and delays indis-
pensable work towards a diplo-
matic solution for the long-term
assurance that Iran does not ac-
quire a nuclear weapon,” Grossi
said.
Acting US Representative to the

UN Ambassador Dorothy Shea
said the Council must call upon the
Iranian regime to end its 47-year
effort to eradicate the State of Is-
rael, to terminate its drive for nu-
clear weapons, to stop targeting
American citizens and interests,
and to negotiate peace in good
faith for the prosperity and security
of the Iranian people and all other
States in the region. (PTI)

US strikes on Iranian
nuclear sites mark

perilous turn in 
Middle East: UN chief

Pak politicians, others ask govt to review
Trump’s nomination for Nobel Peace Prize

TOKYO, June 23: Okinawa
marked the 80th anniversary of the
end of one of the harshest battles
of World War II fought on the
southern island.
With global tensions escalating,

its governor said on Monday it is
the Okinawan “mission” to keep
telling the tragic history and its im-
pact today. The Battle of Okinawa
killed a quarter of the island’s pop-
ulation, leading to a 27-year US
occupation and a heavy American
troop presence to date.
Monday’s memorial comes one

day after US attacks on Iranian nu-
clear facilities, adding to a sense of
uncertainty on the island about the
heavy American military presence
and in its remote islands, already
worried about getting embroiled in
a potential conflict in Taiwan.
Gov. Denny Tamaki, noting the

escalating global conflicts and nu-
clear threats, made a resolve to
contribute to global peace studies,
disarmament and the preservation
of war remains. “It is our mission,
as those living in the present, to
preserve and pass on the reality

and lessons to future generations.”
Fierce battle and civilian deaths
US troops landed on the main

Okinawa island on April 1, 1945,
beginning a battle in their push to-
ward mainland Japan.
The Battle of Okinawa lasted

nearly three months, killing some
200,000 people — about 12,000
Americans and more than 188,000
Japanese, half of them Okinawan
civilians including students and
victims forced into mass suicides
by Japan’s military.
Okinawa was sacrificed by

Japan’s Imperial Army to defend
the mainland, historians say. The
island group remained under US
occupation until its reversion in
1972, two decades longer than
most of Japan. Monday’s memo-
rial was held at the Mabuni Hill in
Itoman City, where the remains of
most of the war dead reside.

Remembering the tragedy
Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba

was in a hot seat when he attended
Monday’s ceremony. Weeks ear-
lier, one of his ruling party law-
makers Shoji Nishida, known for

whitewashing Japan’s wartime
atrocities, denounced an inscrip-
tion on a famous cenotaph dedi-
cated to students as “rewriting
history” by portraying the Japan-
ese army as having caused their
deaths, while Americans liberated
Okinawa. Nishida also called Oki-
nawa’s history education “a mess.”
His remark triggered an uproar

in Okinawa, forcing Ishiba days
later to apologise to the island’s
governor, who had criticised the

remark as outrageous and distort-
ing history. The Himeyuri Ceno-
taph commemorates student nurses
who were abandoned near the end
of the battle and killed, some in
group suicides with teachers.
Japan’s wartime military told the
people never to surrender to the
enemy, or die.
Nishida’s remarks add to con-

cerns about the whitewashing of
Japan’s embarrassing wartime past
as memories of the tragedy fade

and ignorance about the suffering
grows. Ishiba, at Monday’s memo-
rial, said Japan’s peace and pros-
perity is built on the sacrifices of
Okinawa’s history of hardship and
that it is the government’s respon-
sibility to “devote ourselves to
achieve a peaceful and prosperous
Okinawa.”

Postwar years and growing fear
Okinawa remained under US

occupation from 1945 until the
1972 reversion to Japan. The US
military maintains a heavy pres-
ence there due to Okinawa’s strate-
gic importance for security in the
Pacific. Their presence serves not
only to help defend Japan but also
for missions elsewhere, including
in the South China Sea and the
Middle East.
Private properties were confis-

cated to build US bases, and the
base-dependent economy has ham-
pered the growth of local industry.
Fear of a Taiwan conflict rekin-

dles bitter memories of the Battle
of Okinawa. Historians and many
residents say Okinawa was used as
a pawn to save mainland Japan.

There are also ancient tensions
between Okinawa and the Japan-
ese mainland, which annexed the
islands, formerly the independent
kingdom of the Ryukus, in 1879.
Burden of history
Okinawa remains home to the

majority of about 50,000 US
troops stationed in Japan under a
bilateral security pact. The island,
which accounts for only 0.6 per
cent of Japanese land, hosts 70 per
cent of US military facilities.
Even 53 years after its reversion

to Japan, Okinawa is burdened
with the heavy US presence and
faces noise, pollution, aircraft ac-
cidents and crime related to Amer-
ican troops, the governor said.
Nearly 2,000 tons of unexploded

US bombs remain in Okinawa,
with some regularly dug up. A re-
cent explosion at a storage site at a
US military base caused minor in-
juries to four Japanese soldiers.
Remains of hundreds of war

dead are still unrecovered on Oki-
nawa, as the government’s search
and identification effort is slow to
make progress. (AP)

Okinawa marks 80 years since end of one of harshest WWII battles with pledge to share tragic history

THE HAGUE (NETHERLANDS),
June 23: NATO leaders are expected to
agree this week that member countries
should spend 5% of their gross domestic
product on defence, except the new and
much vaunted investment pledge will not
apply to all of them.
Spain has reached a deal with NATO to

be excluded from the 5% of GDP spend-
ing target, while President Donald Trump
said the figure shouldn’t apply to the
United States, only its allies.
In announcing Spain’s decision Sun-

day, Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said
the spending pledge language in NATO’s
final summit communique — a one-page
text of perhaps half a dozen paragraphs
— would no longer refer to “all allies.” It
raises questions about what demands
could be insisted on from other members
of the alliance like Belgium, Canada,
France and Italy that also would struggle
to hike security spending by billions of
dollars. On Friday, Trump insisted the
U.S. has carried its allies for years and
now they must step up. “I don’t think we
should, but I think they should,” he said.
“NATO is going to have to deal with
Spain.” Trump also branded Canada “a
low payer.”

NATO’s new spending goals
The 5% goal is made up of two parts.

The allies would agree to hike pure de-
fence spending to 3.5% of GDP, up from
the current target of at least 2%, which 22

of the 32 countries have achieved. Money
spent to arm Ukraine also would count.
A further 1.5% would include upgrad-

ing roads, bridges, ports and airfields so
armies can better deploy, establishing
measures to counter cyber and hybrid at-
tacks and preparing societies for future
conflict. The second spending basket is
easy for most nations, including Spain.
Much can be included. But the 3.5% on
core spending is a massive challenge.
Last year, Spain spent 1.28% of GDP

on its military budget, according to
NATO estimates, making it the alliance’s
lowest spender. Sanchez said Spain would
be able to respect its commitments to
NATO by spending 2.1% of GDP on de-
fence needs.
Spain also is among Europe’s smallest

suppliers of arms and ammunition to
Ukraine, according to the Kiel Institute,
which tracks such support. It’s estimated
to have sent about 800,000 euros
($920,000) worth of military aid since
Russia invaded in 2022.
Beyond Spain’s economic challenges,

Sanchez has other problems. He relies on
small parties to govern and corruption
scandals have ensnared his inner circle
and family members. He is under growing
pressure to call an early election.

Why the spending increase is needed
There are solid reasons for ramping up

spending. The Europeans believe Russia’s
war on Ukraine poses an existential threat

to them. Moscow has been blamed for a
major rise in sabotage, cyberattacks and
GPS jamming incidents. European lead-
ers are girding their citizens for the pos-
sibility of more.
The alliance’s plans for defending Eu-

rope and North America against a Russian
attack require investments of at least 3%,
NATO experts have said. All 32 allies
have endorsed these. Each country has
been assigned “capability targets” to play
its part. Spanish Foreign Minister Jose Al-
bares said Monday that “the debate must
be not a raw percentage but around capa-
bilities.” He said Spain “can reach the ca-
pabilities that have been fixed by the
organization with 2.1%.”

Setting a deadline
It’s not enough to agree to spend more

money. Many allies haven’t yet hit an ear-
lier 2% target that they agreed in 2014
after Russia annexed Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula. So an incentive is required.
The date of 2032 has been floated as a

deadline. That is far shorter than previous
NATO targets, but military planners esti-
mate Russian forces could be capable of
launching an attack on an ally within five
to 10 years. The U.S. insists it cannot be
an open-ended pledge and a decade is too
long. Still, Italy says it wants 10 years to
hit the 5% target.
The possibility of stretching that period

to 2035 also has been on the table for de-
bate among NATO envoys. (AP)

NATO leaders set to agree historic defence
spending pledge, but hike won’t apply to all

ISLAMABAD, June 23: Several Pakistani politi-
cians and notable figures have asked the government
to reconsider its decision to recommend President
Donald Trump for the 2026 Nobel Peace Prize after
the US bombed Iran’s three nuclear sites.
The government, in a surprise move on Friday, an-

nounced that it would nominate Trump for the presti-
gious award due to his self-proclaimed peacemaking
efforts during the recent India-Pakistan conflict.
A letter of recommendation, signed by Deputy

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, has al-
ready been sent to the Nobel Peace Prize Committee in
Norway. But the decision came under scrutiny after the
US bombed Iran’s Fordo, Isfahan and Natanz nuclear
sites, joining Israel to dent Tehran’s nuclear programme.
The Dawn newspaper reported that some leading

politicians demanded the government review its deci-
sion in light of the latest development. Veteran politi-
cian Maulana Fazlur Rehman, who heads the Jamiat
Ulema-i-Islam (JUI-F), demanded that the govern-
ment rescind its decision. “President Trump’s claim

of peace has proven to be false; the proposal for the
Nobel Prize should be withdrawn,” Fazl told workers
at a party meeting in Murree on Sunday.
He said that Trump’s recent meeting and lunch with

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Field Marshal Asim
Munir “pleased Pakistani rulers so much” that they
recommended nominating the US president for the
Nobel Prize. “Trump has supported the Israeli attacks
on Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and Iran. How can this
be a sign of peace?” Fazl questioned. “With the blood
of Afghans and Palestinians on America’s hands, how
can he claim to be a proponent of peace?”
Trump had campaigned for office as a “peace-

maker” who would use his negotiating skills to
quickly end wars in Ukraine and Gaza, but both con-
flicts are still raging five months into his presidency.
Former senator Mushahid Hussain wrote on X:

“Since Trump is no longer a potential peacemaker, but
a leader who has willfully unleashed an illegal war,
Pakistan government must now review, rescind and
revoke his Nobel nomination!” (PTI)

DHAKA, June 23: Bangladesh’s former
chief election commissioner K M Nurul
Huda has been arrested on charges of ma-
nipulating elections during his tenure, po-
lice said.
Dhaka metropolitan police’s Deputy

Commissioner Mohidul Islam on Sunday
said Huda was arrested in the case filed by
former prime minister Khaleda Zia’s
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) against
the former election commission chief and
18 others, including deposed prime minister
Sheikh Hasina. Election Commission offi-
cials said this was probably the first time
that a former CEC has been detained over
issues related to elections, the Daily Star
newspaper reported.
Earlier in the day, the 77-year-old, who

oversaw the elections in 2014, 2018 and
2024, was assaulted by a mob outside his
Uttara residence. Uttara West police station
chief Hafizur Rahman said, “We went to the
scene after being informed” that a mob has
surrounded Huda. We have brought him
into our custody.”
Another police officer said the mob

raided Huda’s residence located at Uttara
area in Dhaka and dragged him out of his
house before the arrival of police.
Videos circulating on social media show

a group of people thrashing Huda with
shoes, garlanding him with footwear, and
throwing eggs at him from close proximity.
In the videos, the mob was seen abusing

him with filthy language and continuing to

beat him even after the police arrived at the
scene.
Huda would spend the night at the po-

lice’s detective branch office and would be
produced before a court for consequent
legal actions, he said.
The BNP filed a case against 19 people,

including Huda, for conducting general
elections in 2014, 2018 and 2024 under
Hasina regime “without people’s mandate”.
Hasina had won all these elections.
The assault of Huda triggered an uproar

on social media, prompting Chief Advisor
Muhammad Yunus’ interim government to
issue a statement around midnight.
“The mob-created unruly situation and

the physical assault on the accused has
drawn the government’s attention. The gov-
ernment urges citizens not to take the law
into their hands,” the statement said.
It also warned of appropriate actions

against such people.
Yunus took over as the head of the in-

terim government after Hasina was ousted
in a massive student-led protest in August
last year. She fled to India following the
toppling of her Awami League government
Most senior leaders of the Awami League

and ministers and senior officials of the
ousted regime were arrested or fled the
country after the fall of the then govern-
ment. Several of these leaders, including
ministers, in the past several months have
come under mob attack, particularly on
court premises.(PTI)

Bangladesh’s ex-election commission chief 
arrested for manipulating polls during his tenure
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Army, Governor discuss security, youth outreach, civil-military synergy
HT Correspondent

ITANAGAR, June 23: The General Of-
ficer Commanding (GOC) of the 56 In-
fantry Division, Major General Vivek
Bakshi, called on Arunachal Pradesh
Governor Lt General KT Parnaik (Retd),
PVSM, UYSM, YSM, at Raj Bhavan
here on Monday in a high-level meeting
that underscored the strategic importance
of the state’s frontier areas. 
The discussion centred on key issues

ranging from border security along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) to broader
themes of civil-military cooperation,
youth engagement, disaster preparedness,
and welfare measures for ex-servicemen
and Veer Naris (war widows).
According to an official statement, the

Governor appreciated the Indian Army’s
professionalism, discipline, and unwaver-
ing commitment to safeguarding the sen-
sitive border areas of Arunachal Pradesh. 
He expressed full confidence in the

Army’s operational readiness to handle
challenges along the LAC and high-
lighted the pivotal role the armed forces
play in preserving national integrity and
regional stability.
Governor Parnaik, himself a former

Army officer with vast operational expe-
rience, reiterated the significance of coor-
dinated efforts between the military and
the civil administration, particularly in
Arunachal Pradesh’s remote and vulner-
able regions. 
He noted that the challenges in such

terrains require a concerted approach in-

volving both armed forces and civil au-
thorities to ensure infrastructure develop-
ment, timely disaster response, and public
welfare outreach.
The Governor also spoke extensively

about government initiatives such as the
Vibrant Villages Programme, which aims
to bolster development in border settle-
ments. 
He emphasised that schemes like these

have transformative potential when sup-
ported by military-civil collaboration. 
The Governor highlighted successful

examples of joint efforts, such as road
construction in inaccessible areas, flood

and landslide response mechanisms, and
community service drives undertaken by
Army formations in coordination with
district administrations.
The meeting also gave special attention

to the welfare of veterans and Veer Naris
residing in Arunachal Pradesh. 
Parnaik, who has been actively partici-

pating in ex-servicemen rallies across the
state, proposed that the Indian Army, in
coordination with civil agencies, organise
regular job fairs, medical camps, pension
enrolment and verification drives, and
awareness campaigns in far-flung dis-
tricts. 
He pointed out that such activities are

vital for improving access to services and
benefits for retired personnel and their
families, many of whom live in difficult-
to-reach areas.
A significant segment of the discussion

centred on youth engagement, a subject
the Governor stressed with urgency and
optimism. 
He urged the Indian Army to take a

more proactive role in inspiring and men-
toring the youth of Arunachal Pradesh by
organising motivational talks in schools,
career awareness programmes, and regu-
lar interactions to familiarise students
with opportunities in the armed forces. 
He observed that such engagement not

only opens new horizons for the younger
generation but also helps instil values of
discipline, responsibility, and patriotism.
The Governor suggested that outreach

efforts focused on youth, particularly in

the rural and border belts, would play a
key role in fostering national integration
and building a sense of belonging among
young citizens. 
He noted that military personnel, with

their sense of duty and experience, are
ideally positioned to serve as role models
for aspiring students.
Responding to the Governor’s propos-

als, Major General Bakshi assured him of
the Indian Army’s continued commitment
to working closely with the state govern-
ment in achieving shared objectives of se-
curity, development, and social
upliftment. 
The GOC emphasised the Indian

Army’s readiness to assist civil agencies
wherever needed and expressed appreci-
ation for the Governor’s continued guid-
ance and encouragement.
The meeting concluded with a strong

reaffirmation of the existing synergy be-
tween the armed forces and the civilian
administration in Arunachal Pradesh. 
Both leaders expressed confidence that

sustained collaboration will lead not only
to enhanced border security but also to
meaningful development in some of
India’s most strategic yet underserved re-
gions.
The interaction between Governor Par-

naik and Major General Bakshi stands as a
testament to the enduring partnership be-
tween the military and civilian institutions
in Arunachal Pradesh, united in their mis-
sion to safeguard national interests and up-
lift local communities. (With inputs from PTI)

Military-Civil Fusion Workshop held in Nafra
to strengthen coordination in border region

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, June 23: In a significant
move to enhance collaboration be-
tween the armed forces and civil ad-
ministration, a Military-Civil
Fusion Workshop was conducted at
Nafra, the headquarters of Bichom
District in Arunachal Pradesh. 
Organised under the leadership of

the Indian Army’s Blazing Sword
Division, the workshop brought to-
gether a wide range of stakehold-
ers—including senior Army
officers, the Deputy Commissioner,
Superintendent of Police, represen-
tatives of civil departments, person-
nel from the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP), and tribal leaders—
to explore avenues for deeper syn-
ergy in ensuring both development
and security in the strategically im-
portant frontier region.
The workshop aimed to serve as

a high-level platform for promoting
mutual trust, cooperation, and a
sense of shared responsibility
among military and civil stakehold-
ers working in the remote and often
challenging terrains of Arunachal
Pradesh. 
Addressing the gathering, the

presiding Brigadier described the
initiative as a cornerstone of the
Army’s vision to partner with the
local administration and communi-
ties in furthering peace and progress
in border areas. 
He noted that proactive collabo-

ration between uniformed personnel
and civil institutions is key to fos-
tering stability and inclusive growth
in the sensitive border belt.
Deputy Commissioner Bopai

echoed the sentiment, reaffirming
the civil administration’s unwaver-

ing commitment to coordinate with
the defence forces in all spheres of
public interest. 
“Development and national secu-

rity are two sides of the same coin,”
Bopai remarked, adding that the ad-
ministration is keen to ensure that
welfare and infrastructure develop-
ment in the region proceed in tan-
dem with the robust security efforts
of the armed forces.
The Superintendent of Police

present at the event highlighted crit-
ical areas of concern, particularly
the need to engage youth through
skill development and awareness
campaigns to prevent drug abuse
and antisocial activities. 
He underlined that law enforce-

ment and developmental strategies
must work in tandem to empower
the younger generation and discour-
age them from falling into the trap
of narcotics and delinquency.
A significant portion of the work-

shop was dedicated to showcasing
various community welfare initia-
tives undertaken by the Indian
Army under ‘Operation Sadb-
havna’. 
These included National Integra-

tion Tours for school students, free
medical and eye-care camps, distri-
bution of computers in remote
schools, and logistical assistance for
the establishment of a Vocational
Training Centre in Bana aimed at
strengthening local Self-Help
Groups (SHGs). 
These programmes, the Army

noted, are designed to bridge gaps
between the local populace and the
military, ensuring that the dividends
of peace and security are tangibly
felt on the ground.

The Army’s participation in im-
portant community celebrations
such as the Ching Dang festival, as
well as national holidays like Inde-
pendence Day and Republic Day,
was praised for fostering a spirit of
inclusivity and national pride
among local communities. 
Officials acknowledged that such

shared cultural engagements have
been instrumental in building bonds
of goodwill and respect between the
military and local populations.
The workshop also threw light on

Army-backed infrastructure proj-
ects that have directly benefitted the
region’s residents. 
These include the construction of

a Transit Facility, a Community
Hall, and an Overhead Water Tank,
which have significantly improved
civic amenities in and around Nafra. 
Participants welcomed the dis-

cussion of new proposals, including
the promotion of adventure sports
and the development of a Rafting
Node at Nafra. 
These initiatives are expected to

not only boost tourism in the area
but also provide recreational oppor-
tunities and economic prospects for
the local youth.
By the end of the workshop, a

strong consensus emerged among
all stakeholders to continue deepen-
ing civil-military cooperation to en-
sure Arunachal Pradesh’s border
districts grow stronger, safer, and
more connected. 
The initiative was widely appre-

ciated by those in attendance and
hailed as a timely intervention in
fostering a unified approach to re-
gional development and national se-
curity.

HT Correspondent
ZIRO, June 23: In a concerted push towards strengthening
grassroots biodiversity governance and conservation in
Arunachal Pradesh, the Arunachal Pradesh Biodiversity Board
(APBB) organised a Training and Capacity Building Pro-
gramme for the Biodiversity Management Committee (BMC)
of Lower Subansiri district at Ziro on Friday. 
The initiative, aimed at empowering local stakeholders with

the knowledge and tools necessary for sustainable biodiversity
management, was conducted as part of the state’s commitment
to its Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2025–2035.
According to an official statement issued by the APBB, the

programme was designed to sensitise BMC members, tradi-
tional leaders (Gaon Buras), line department officials, techni-
cal experts, and local residents about their critical role in
preserving the unique and fragile ecosystems of Arunachal
Pradesh.
The event began with a welcome address by Dr Bamin

Yakang, research officer at the State Biodiversity Board, who
laid emphasis on the urgent need for collective stewardship in
preserving the state’s rich natural heritage. 
She highlighted that local communities are the first respon-

ders to changes in biodiversity and ecosystem health, and
equipping them with the right knowledge is key to ensuring
long-term conservation outcomes.
In his keynote address, H B Abo, IFS, member secretary of

the APBB, underscored the importance of community partic-
ipation, capacity building, and aligning biodiversity conser-
vation goals with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). 
He noted that effective implementation of biodiversity ac-

tion plans requires strong institutional support from both gov-
ernment departments and village-level institutions.
As part of the technical sessions, Dr. Bamin Yakang pro-

vided a detailed presentation on the Biological Diversity Act,
2002, and the recent BD (Amendment) Act of 2023. 
She explained the legal responsibilities of Biodiversity

Management Committees, Panchayati Raj Institutions, and
other local bodies in preparing and updating the People’s Bio-
diversity Register (PBR). 

Dr Yakang also stressed the significance of access and ben-
efit-sharing mechanisms that ensure equitable distribution of
resources arising from biodiversity use.
Addressing the pressing issues faced by local farmers, Millo

Tara, horticulture development officer, discussed sustainable
agricultural practices, the importance of preserving indigenous
plant species, and the application of modern water conserva-
tion techniques such as drip irrigation. 
He called upon farmers to adopt organic methods and pri-

oritise the cultivation of native horticultural crops for ecolog-

ical and economic resilience.
Adding to the discourse, Koj Hormin from the Agriculture

Department spoke about the emerging threat posed by wild
black grasshopper infestations in the region, linking it to on-
going climatic fluctuations. 
He advocated for the implementation of eco-friendly pest

management strategies and encouraged the community to
avail government schemes such as the ATMA Krishi Yojana
to mitigate crop losses.
From the fisheries sector, Lyagi Lasa of the Division Fishery

Department presented a comprehensive strategy to boost local
fish production. 
He advised communities to move towards sustainable fish-

ery practices that not only ensure food security but also pre-
vent environmental degradation, particularly in fragile paddy
ecosystems which serve as important water and soil reservoirs.
K S Rab, scientist in-charge of the Zoology Division at the

State Forest Research Institute (SFRI), gave a data-rich pres-
entation on the exceptional biodiversity of Arunachal Pradesh. 
He highlighted the presence of over 200 mammal species,

115 reptile species, 65 amphibians, between 850 to 900 but-
terfly species, more than 6,000 arthropods, and 260 varieties
of freshwater fish. 
Rab warned that without adequate protective measures,

these ecosystems could come under severe threat. 
He called for the integration of biodiversity conservation

with livelihood generation through ecotourism, bio-prospect-
ing, and traditional practices.
Ashwini Krishna, consultant to the Biodiversity Board from

Nativefolks Pvt Ltd, elaborated on the State Biodiversity Strat-
egy and Action Plan (SBSAP), providing an overview of up-
coming projects under the ten-year vision. 
She advocated for incorporating indigenous knowledge sys-

tems and local traditions into mainstream conservation ap-
proaches, ensuring that community values are upheld while
promoting scientific sustainability.
The programme also served as a platform for dialogue be-

tween local bodies and government officials, aiming to
strengthen inter-departmental coordination and encourage
joint responsibility for biodiversity protection and rural devel-
opment. The event concluded with a vote of thanks from
Guchi Nigma, junior research fellow at the Arunachal Pradesh
Biodiversity Board, who acknowledged the active participa-
tion of all stakeholders and reaffirmed the Board’s commit-
ment to continued engagement and support for local
biodiversity initiatives.
The training marked an important step in decentralising bio-

diversity governance in Arunachal Pradesh and reaffirmed the
state’s resolve to safeguard its ecological wealth through in-
clusive, community-driven efforts.

AP Biodiversity Board holds training in Ziro
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HT Bureau
NAMSAI, June 23: The Inter-Battalion (Jorhat
Operations Sector) Cross Country Race Com-
petition was inaugurated on Monday with great
fervour at the Headquarters of the 186 Battalion
in Jaipur, Namsai, Arunachal Pradesh. 
Organised under the aegis of the Assam Ri-

fles, the opening day witnessed a vibrant cele-
bration of sportsmanship, discipline and unity,
drawing participation from 81 athletes repre-
senting 11 battalions under the Jorhat Ops Sec-
tor.
The two-day athletic event was formally in-

augurated by the Deputy Commissioner of
Namsai, C R Khampa, who graced the cere-
mony as the chief guest. 
The inaugural programme commenced with

a ceremonial march-past by the participating
teams, followed by a captivating band demon-
stration by the students of Vivekananda Kendra
Vidyalaya (VKV), Namsai, which left the audi-
ence thoroughly impressed.
The welcome address was delivered by Dhar-

mendra Kumar Singh, commandant of the 186
Battalion, who outlined the objectives and im-
portance of the race. 
Emphasising the role of physical fitness and

camaraderie in the life of a soldier, he described
the competition as a platform not just for testing
physical endurance but also for fostering broth-
erhood and morale among the ranks.
In his keynote address, Khampa commended

the high level of enthusiasm displayed by the
participants and lauded the discipline and ded-
ication of the soldiers.  He stated that such ini-
tiatives not only enhance physical fitness but
also promote a culture of healthy competition
and team spirit within the force. 
The Deputy Commissioner also encouraged

the jawans to continue setting high standards of
performance in all fields, including sports.
The event was also attended by several other

dignitaries and officials who played a signifi-
cant role in supporting the race. 
Among them were B C Das, district sports of-

ficer of Namsai; Padama Nabham, vice princi-
pal of VKV, Namsai; Sandip Sharma, second-
in-command, 186 Bn; K N Haldhar and
Sourabh Somvanshi, both deputy comman-
dants; Karpoor Babala, Assistant Commandant;
S Seema Devi, assistant commandant; Varun,
assistant commandant, and several other offi-
cers and jawans of the 186 Battalion.
The large gathering also included teachers

and students from VKV Namsai, members of
the band party, representatives from the district
administration, and local media personnel who
were present to witness and document the un-
folding event.
The central theme of the competition is to

promote physical fitness, endurance, and mu-
tual respect among the battalions, reinforcing
the values of discipline and unity that lie at the
heart of military service. 
According to an official statement issued by

the organisers, the event also aims to build
morale and solidarity across battalions operat-
ing in different regions, particularly in the
Northeast.
The competition will continue over the next

two days and will conclude with a grand award
ceremony in which the top-performing battalion
will be honoured for their achievement. 
Commendation will also be given to individ-

ual athletes for their outstanding performance,
reflecting the spirit of excellence promoted by
the Assam Rifles.
Organisers expressed their deep gratitude to

all participants, dignitaries, supporting staff,
and volunteers whose efforts made the inaugu-
ral day a resounding success. 
With the event now underway, expectations

are high for the coming days as the battalions
compete in a display of grit, endurance, and un-
wavering spirit.

Inter-Battalion Cross Country Race kicks
off with fanfare at 186 Bn HQ in Namsai

GOC of 56 Infantry Division meets Governor Parnaik; calls made for stronger coordination, youth engagement and support for ex-servicemen
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NEW DELHI, June 23: AAP’s
Gopal Italia on Monday won from
Gujarat’s Visavadar assembly con-
stituency and his party also re-
tained Punjab’s Ludhiana West
seat while the Congress-led UDF
wrested Nilambur from the ruling
LDF in Kerala, according to results
of assembly bypolls in four states.
The ruling BJP in Gujarat re-

tained the Kadi seat, while the Tri-
namool Congress maintained its
hold on the Kaliganj assembly seat
in West Bengal’s Nadia district.
The bypolls in the five con-

stituencies were held on June 19.
Italia, the former president of the

Gujarat unit of Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), defeated his nearest rival,
BJP candidate Kirit Patel, in
Visavadar seat of Junagadh district
by a margin of 17,554 votes, ac-
cording to data shared by the Elec-
tion Commission.
Despite its near-total dominance

in the state, the BJP has not won
the Visavadar seat since 2007. The
seat fell vacant in December 2023
after the then AAP legislator Bhu-
pendra Bhayani resigned and
joined the ruling BJP.
Punjab’s ruling AAP retained the

Ludhiana West Assembly seat with
its candidate Sanjeev Arora defeat-
ing his nearest rival and Congress
candidate Bharat Bhushan Ashu by
a margin of 10,637 votes.
Arora secured 35,179 votes

while Ashu got 24,542 votes, ac-
cording to the Election Commission
data. BJP’s Jiwan Gupta polled
20,323 votes while the Shiromani

Akali Dal’s nominee Parupkar Singh
Ghuman got 8,203 votes. The by-
election was necessitated following
the death of AAP MLA Gurpreet
Bassi Gogi in January.
Thanking the voters for the

wins, Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief Arvind Kejriwal called the
bypolls a “semi-final to 2027” and
a clear sign that voters would reject
both the BJP and the Congress.
Gujarat and Punjab will face as-

sembly elections in 2027.
“Both the parties, Congress and

BJP, contested the elections to-
gether in both places. Both of them
had the same objective - to defeat
AAP. But people rejected both
these parties in both the places,”
Kejriwal said in a post on X.
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-

want Mann said the result is a clear
indication that the people of the
state are “extremely happy” with
the government’s work. “We are
working day and night with com-
plete honesty and without any dis-
crimination for the progress and
prosperity of Punjab,” he said.
BJP’s Rajendra Chavda bagged

the Kadi seat of Mehsana district
in Gujarat, reserved for the Sched-
uled Caste candidates, by a margin
of 39,452 votes over Congress’
Ramesh Chavda.
The Kadi seat fell vacant in Feb-

ruary following the death of BJP
MLA Karsan Solanki.
Gujarat Congress president

Shaktisinh Gohil resigned from his
post, taking moral responsibility
for the defeat of the party’s candi-

dates in Kadi and Visavadar as-
sembly constituencies.
In Kerala, the Pinarayi Vijayan-

led LDF government received a
setback as the opposition Con-
gress-led UDF wrested the Nilam-
bur assembly constituency from it
by a margin of 11,077 votes.
Congress’ Aryadan Shoukath,

the son of the late Congress stal-
wart Aryadan Muhammed, de-
feated CPI(M) state secretariat
member M Swaraj in the fiercely
fought byelection.
It is the fourth byelection defeat

for the Marxist party-led Left
Democratic Front during the ongo-
ing tenure of the second Pinarayi
Vijayan government. The LDF ear-
lier lost in Puthuppally, Palakkad
and Thrikkakara Assembly seg-
ments.
The ruling CPI(M) said it ac-

cepted the people’s ruling.
Significantly, it is the first time

the LDF has lost a seat held by it
to its political rivals.
The Nilambur seat fell vacant

after LDF-backed independent and
two-time MLA P V Anvar re-
signed, setting off a heated politi-
cal contest in the forest-fringe
constituency.
Swaraj said the LDF would

closely examine the results but re-
jected suggestions of anti-incum-
bency against the Left government.
Shoukath said the outcome was

expected.
“It was a victory anticipated by

the people of Kerala -- a major win
against the LDF government,” he
said.
Independent candidate and two-

time legislator P V Anvar delivered
a strong performance in the Nilam-
bur by-election, surprising both the
UDF and the LDF.
For the Congress-led UDF, a

win here would provide a much-

needed boost ahead of the Assem-
bly polls next year.
In West Bengal, the ruling Tri-

namool Congress candidate Alifa
Ahmed won from the Kaliganj As-
sembly seat by a landslide margin
of 50,049 votes over her nearest
BJP rival Ashish Ghosh, bettering
the 2021 winning margin of her fa-
ther Nasiruddin Ahmed, whose de-
mise in February this year
necessitated the byelection.
After the final 23rd round of

counting, Alifa bagged 1,02,759
votes compared to Ghosh who fin-
ished the race with 52,710 votes,
according to figures posted by the
Election Commission on its web-
site.
The Left-supported Congress

candidate Kabil Uddin Shaikh
came in third with 28,348 votes.
Alifa, a 38-year-old engineer

who quit her corporate job at an IT
firm in Kolkata to foray into poli-
tics, attributed her victory to “peo-
ple’s love” and thanked them for
“reposing faith in Mamata Baner-
jee’s development politics”.
In a post on X, CM Mamata

Banerjee said, “People of all reli-
gions, castes, races and walks of
life in the area have blessed us im-
mensely by exercising their right to
vote in the by-elections to the Kali-
ganj Assembly constituency. I
humbly express my gratitude to
them.
“The main architects of this vic-

tory are ‘Maa, Mati, and Manush’.
My colleagues from Kaliganj have
worked tirelessly for this....”  (PTI)

Assembly bypolls: AAP retains 2 seats in Punjab, Gujarat

NEW DELHI, June 23: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s energy,
dynamism and willingness to engage
remains a “prime asset” for India on
the global stage but deserves greater
backing, Congress MP Shashi Tha-
roor said on Monday, in remarks that
are likely to irk his party and widen
the growing cracks in his ties with its
leadership.
Tharoor’s praise for the prime

minister comes at a time when the
Congress has been consistently at-
tacking the Modi government over
its foreign policy, alleging that In-
dian diplomacy is being “shattered”
and the country stands “isolated”
globally.
In an article published in The

Hindu, Tharoor said the diplomatic
outreach following “Operation Sin-
door” was a moment of national re-
solve and effective communication.
The Prime Minister’s Office

shared Tharoor’s article on X and
said, “Lok Sabha MP and former
Union Minister Dr. Shashi Tharoor
writes- Lessons from Operation Sin-
door’s global outreach.”
The BJP took a swipe at the Con-

gress over Tharoor’s article and said
the Thiruvananthpuram MP has “ex-
posed” Rahul Gandhi. Reacting to
Tharoor’s comments, Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) national
spokesperson Pradeep Bhandari said
on X, “Shashi Tharoor admits that
PM Modi’s dynamism and global
outreach are a strategic advantage
for India.”
In his article, Tharoor said, “Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s energy,
dynamism and willingness to engage
remains a prime asset for India on
the global stage but deserves greater
backing.”
“The diplomatic outreach follow-

ing ‘Operation Sindoor’ was a mo-
ment of national resolve and
effective communication. It affirmed
that India, when united, can project
its voice with clarity and conviction
on international platforms,” said the
Congress leader, who led a multi-
party delegation to the US and four
other countries to convey India’s
stand following the Pahalgam terror
attack and the military operation.
Tharoor said the lessons learned -

- the power of unity, the efficacy of
clear communication, the strategic
value of soft power and the impera-
tive of sustained public diplomacy -
- will undoubtedly serve as guiding
principles as India navigates an in-
creasingly complex international
landscape, leveraging its three Ts --
tech, trade and tradition -- and al-
ways striving for a more just, secure,
and prosperous world.
In his article, Tharoor said the af-

termath of the April 22, 2025, Pahal-
gam terror attack and India’s resolute
response through ‘Operation Sin-
door’ presented a critical juncture for
the nation’s foreign policy.
“While the immediate military ac-

tion was decisive, the subsequent
diplomatic outreach was equally, if
not more, vital in shaping global per-
ceptions and consolidating interna-
tional support,” he said.

“Leading one of the seven all-
party parliamentary delegations to
five countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere — Guyana, Panama, Colom-
bia, Brazil and the United States —
offered me a unique vantage point to
reflect on the lessons learned from
this intensive period of public diplo-
macy,” Tharoor said. One of the
most striking takeaways is the power
of national unity in projecting a
strong foreign policy voice, he said.
The very composition of the dele-

gations, featuring Members of Par-
liament (MPs) from diverse political
parties, different states and varied
faiths, was a potent message in itself,
Tharoor said.
“It underscored that when it

comes to national security and con-
fronting terrorism, India speaks with
one voice. This transcended domes-
tic political differences, imbuing our
message with greater credibility and
gravitas in the eyes of our interna-
tional interlocutors.
“Whether engaging with the Pres-

ident of Guyana or the US Vice-
President, the collective resolve of
India, represented by its varied polit-
ical spectrum, resonated deeply,” he
asserted.
The delegations’ primary objec-

tive was to provide clarity on ‘Oper-
ation Sindoor’, its rationale, the
targeted nature of India’s initial
strikes against terrorist infrastruc-
ture, its calibrated and measured na-
ture, and its avoidance of any harm
to civilians and even to Pakistani
military facilities, he said.
“We meticulously explained that

India’s actions were a legitimate ex-
ercise of self-defence, a necessary
response to persistent cross-border
terrorism. The success of this narra-
tive was evident in the shift wit-
nessed in several capitals.
“For instance, Colombia’s retrac-

tion of its initial statement express-
ing condolences for supposed
civilian casualties in Pakistan and its
subsequent reaffirmation of support
for India’s sovereign right to self-de-
fence was a significant diplomatic
victory, directly attributable to our
detailed and persuasive engage-
ments,” he said.
Tharoor also talked about the en-

gagements in Washington DC.
“Even as a Pakistani delegation

was simultaneously present, we
found US representatives, including
those who met the Pakistani offi-
cials, echoing our concerns and urg-
ing decisive action against terror
groups such as the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and Jaish-e-Mohammed,” Tharoor
said.
Following the Pahalgam attack,

Tharoor has been making comments
on the India-Pakistan conflict and
the diplomatic outreach that are at
variance with the stand of the Con-
gress, which has been questioning
the government over US President
Donald Trump’s claims of mediating
a ceasefire between the two coun-
tries. He has often drawn criticism
from his own party and jibes aimed
at him by Congress leaders for his
stand. (PTI)

PM’s dynamism, willingness to 
engage remains ‘prime asset’ for
India on global stage: Tharoor

NEW DELHI, June 23: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi honoured Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s sacrifice
by abrogating Article 370 of the Constitution, which
had granted a special status to the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir, Union minister Dharmendra
Pradhan said on Monday.
BJP leaders, including Pradhan and Delhi Chief

Minister Rekha Gupta, paid floral tributes at the late
leader’s statue during a memorial meet organised by
the Delhi unit of the party at the S P Mookerjee Park
here on the occasion of his death anniversary. Pradhan
said for Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Jana Sangh
workers, Mookerjee was not merely a person or a
leader, but a living ideology.
“Seventy two years ago, he entered Jammu and

Kashmir opposing the concept of ‘two systems in one
country’, which made history. His sacrifice was hon-
oured when Prime Minister Narendra Modi abrogated
Article 370 in 2019,” Pradhan said.
He noted that the country had diverse ideological

groups after Independence -- communalists, commu-
nists and nationalists -- and Mookerjee, often dis-
agreeing with prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s
policies, chose to resign from the cabinet.
“This critical moment led him to join hands with

the RSS and establish an alternative political ideology
in the form of Jana Sangh,” Pradhan said.
He recalled that once Nehru reportedly told Mook-

erjee, “I will crush you,” to which the latter replied,
“I will crush this crushing mentality.”
Stressing that India is now close to being free from

Naxalism, confined to just a few districts, Pradhan

said Modi has steadfastly ensured national security
and sovereignty over the last 10 years.
“The foundation of this governance is rooted in Dr

Mookerjee’s ideas,” he said. Mookerjee offered orig-
inal and alternative views on education, language,
small industries, national security, foreign policy and
the Constitution, Pradhan noted. “Today, the essence
of governance is reaching the last person in the soci-
ety, inspired by the philosophy of integral humanism
of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya. Together, Dr Mook-
erjee and Pandit Upadhyaya are considered the two
wheels of the party, which has now completed 11
years of governance focussed on service and welfare,”
he added. India has now carved a new identity based
on Indian values and emerged as the world’s fourth-
largest economy, the Union minister said, adding that
governance is no longer for consumption, but based
on Indian values, it is a medium for service.
Gupta said Mookerjee started the fight for national

unity and integrity. “Though India became independ-
ent in 1947, the battle for unity continued and Dr
Mookerjee led it. He declared that ‘two constitutions
in one country’ was unacceptable and asserted that
Kashmir belonged entirely to India.
“Unfortunately, previous governments only divided

the country, giving birth to Pakistan and later,
Bangladesh,” the chief minister said.
She said it is unfortunate that the circumstances

leading up to Mookerjee’s death remain suspicious
and added that Prime Minister Modi is the only one
who has truly honoured his sacrifice by abrogating the
provisions of Article 370. (PTI)

Modi honoured SP Mookerjee’s sacrifice
by abrogating Article 370: Pradhan

RAICHUR (KARNATAKA),
June 23: Congress national presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge on Mon-
day slammed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for “trivialising”
the opposition, and criticised his
absence from the all-party meet-
ings convened after the Pahalgam
terror attack.
Kharge said the prime minister’s

absence reflects his scant respect
for the opposition.
Addressing a public gathering

here, Kharge remarked that the
country was going through a diffi-
cult phase.
“Recently, Pakistani terrorists

killed 26 people in Pahalgam. In
response, the Indian armed forces
carried out strikes on terror facili-
ties inside Pakistan and eliminated
the terrorists,” he said.
He alleged that while the entire

nation and the armed forces
worked in unison to defend the
country, some individuals tried to
take personal credit.
“Had they served in the Army as

a captain, colonel, or lieutenant
colonel, we would have appreci-
ated them for doing a great job and

fighting for the country. But that is
not the case,” Kharge said, without
directly naming anyone.
Kharge was in Raichur along

with Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
Congress ministers, and MLAs,
where he laid the foundation stone
for several projects and presided
over the naming ceremony of
Raichur University.
The Leader of Opposition in the

Rajya Sabha said Congress was the
first to demand an all-party meet-
ing on the Pahalgam terror strike.
“When the meetings were con-

vened twice, the prime minister
failed to attend on both occasions.
I want to ask him why he did not
attend”. He noted that leaders from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir had left
behind important engagements to
attend the meeting, yet the PM
chose not to attend despite being in
the country.
“Instead, he was busy cam-

paigning for the Bihar elections.
What does that mean? While the
country and soldiers were fighting
on one side, the prime minister
chose to campaign on the other,
after inviting us to an all-party

meeting. This is inappropriate,”
Kharge said.
He warned that such an attitude

does not bode well.
“If you try to belittle the opposi-

tion, the leaders, people, and espe-
cially the youth of this country will
not tolerate it,” Kharge cautioned.
Kharge also took a dig at the PM

for his failure to stop the USA
from imposing retaliatory taxes.
“Modi was shouting the slogan

‘Phir Ek Baar Trump Sarkar’ (dur-
ing the US elections). This great
man said this in America, but
Trump imposed hefty taxes on In-
dian goods. The PM did not speak
a word on it,” Kharge said.
The Congress chief reminded

the prime minister that Iran had al-
ways supported India as the coun-
try imports 50 per cent of its fuel
requirement from there.
“Now there is an armed conflict

going on between Iran and Israel.
We should have made attempts to
stop it,” the veteran Congress
leader said.
Kharge said Modi’s only loud

slogan is that he is going to be the
“Vishwa Guru”. (PTI)

People will not tolerate if you belittle
oppn, Kharge tells PM Modi

NEW DELHI, June 23: Odisha is seeking to
ease environmental restrictions to promote
tourism inside and around some of its most eco-
logically sensitive regions, including tiger reserves
and Ramsar wetlands, official records show. Ex-
perts have flagged the move as “dangerous” for
conservation efforts and tribal rights.
According to minutes of a high-level meeting

chaired by the Odisha chief secretary on May
30, the state plans to revisit and amend Eco-
Sensitive Zone (ESZ) notifications to remove
clauses prohibiting construction and commer-
cial activities.
It also plans to request the Centre to allow

forest land to be used for non-site-specific pur-
poses such as hospitality infrastructure and to
re-examine Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ)
classifications to accommodate more tourism
projects along the coast.
ESZs are buffer areas created around pro-

tected forests, wildlife sanctuaries and national
parks to protect wildlife and biodiversity from
harmful human activities such as mining, con-
struction and polluting industries. Activities like
farming, eco-tourism and the use of renewable
energy are usually allowed with restrictions.
These buffer areas between wildlife habitats

and human-dominated regions act as “shock ab-
sorbers”, said B K Singh, a retired Indian Forest
Service (IFS) officer.
“The move is definitely not in the interest of

conservation and will lead to a rise in human-
wildlife conflict, as seen in the case of
Dhenkanal, where human-elephant conflict has
increased over the years,” he said. Retd IFS of-
ficer and ESZ guidelines author Prakriti Srivas-
tava said the guidelines were designed to limit
human impact, reduce human-wildlife conflict
and maintain wildlife corridors.
In a state like Odisha, where 149 people died

in elephant encounters in 2023 24, the push to
restrict ESZs and promote commercial activity
reflects “double standards and endangers both
people and wildlife”, she said.
The minutes of meeting (MoM) note that the

current “no commercial/no construction” clause
in ESZ notifications “does not accurately reflect
the enabling spirit” of the 2011 guidelines is-

sued by the Centre.
“ESZs notified/to be notified should be dis-

cussed with the Department of Tourism (DoT)
and the tourism master plan should be taken
into consideration,” the MoM read.
The Odisha Coastal Zone Management Au-

thority has been asked to re-examine CRZ clas-
sifications to support tourism in areas having
“extremely high potential”. The state has also
decided to set up an empowered committee
under the chairpersonship of the additional
chief secretary, Forest and Environment Depart-
ment, to discuss issues relating to tourism proj-
ects vis-a-vis forest clearance and ESZs.
However, independent ecologists, wildlife

scientists or tribal representatives are absent
from the panel. Experts say Odisha’s move
could allow economic interests to shape regu-
latory frameworks meant for ecological protec-
tion and mark a dangerous departure from
India’s legal and ecological commitments.
“The State is the constitutional trustee of

forests and wildlife, with a mandate to safe-
guard these natural assets,” Debadityo Sinha,
Lead - Climate & Ecosystems at the Vidhi Cen-
tre for Legal Policy, said.
“A directive that requires states to merely

‘take into consideration’ the tourism master
plan while notifying ESZs raises serious con-
cerns. It implies that economic interests may
override ecological imperatives,” he said. (PTI)

Odisha plans to ease forest, wildlife restrictions
to boost tourism; experts see red

NEW DELHI, June 23: Union
Home Minister Amit Shah will
chair on Tuesday the 25th meeting
of the Central Zonal Council in
Varanasi where a host of issues
concerning the nation and the
states are expected to be discussed.
The meeting will be attended by

the chief ministers of member
states along with two senior minis-
ters from each state, an official
statement said. The chief secre-
taries of states and other senior of-
ficials, as well as senior officials
from the Centre, will also partici-
pate in the meeting.
The central zonal council com-

prises Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh. The zonal council meet-
ing normally discusses broad is-
sues of national importance,
including the speedy investigation
of cases of sexual offences against
women and children and the im-
plementation of fast-track special
courts for their swift disposal and
providing brick-and-mortar bank-
ing facilities within the designated
area of every village, among oth-
ers, the statement said.
Implementation of the Emer-

gency Response Support System
and various regional-level issues of
common interest such as strength-
ening nutrition, education, health,
electricity, urban planning, and the
cooperative system are also dis-
cussed at the meeting.
This meeting is being organised

by the Inter-State Council Secre-
tariat under the Ministry of Home
Affairs in collaboration with the
Uttar Pradesh government.
Five zonal councils were estab-

lished under Sections 15 to 22 of
the States Reorganisation Act,
1956. The Union Home Minister is
the chairperson of these councils,

and the chief ministers/lieutenant
governors/administrators of the
member states and Union Territo-
ries are their members.
Among these members, the

chief minister of one member state
(rotating every year) acts as the
vice-chairperson. From each mem-
ber state, the governor nominates
two ministers as members of the
council. Each zonal council has
also formed a permanent commit-
tee at the level of chief secretaries.
Issues proposed by the states are

initially presented to the permanent
committee of the zonal council
concerned for discussion. After
consideration by the permanent
committee, the remaining issues
are then presented to the zonal
council meeting for further delib-
eration. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has emphasised the need to
leverage cooperative and competi-
tive federalism for the all-round
development of the country, the
statement said.
With the belief that strong states

make a strong nation, the zonal
councils provide a structured
mechanism for dialogue and dis-
cussion on issues affecting two or
more states or the Centre and
states. Through this, these serve as
an important platform to enhance
mutual cooperation.
The role of the zonal councils is

advisory; however, over the past
few years, these councils have
proven to be an important factor in
promoting healthy bonds of mutual
understanding and cooperation in
various fields. With the coopera-
tion of all state governments, cen-
tral ministries, and departments, a
total of 61 meetings of the various
zonal councils and their permanent
committees have been held in the
last 11 years. (PTI)

Home Minister Shah to
chair central zonal council
meet in Varanasi today

NEW DELHI, June 23: Minister of State for Sci-
ence and Technology Jitendra Singh on Monday said
India has transformed into a global leader in science
and technology over the past decade driven by a po-
litical climate that enabled scientific risk-taking and
innovation.
Speaking at a press conference following detailed

presentations by four major science departments,
Singh said, “The last 11 years turned technology into
the engine of India’s growth story. More importantly,
we are no longer a technology follower but a technol-
ogy leader.” 
India is now setting global best practices in science

and innovation rather than waiting to adopt them from

abroad, he added. The minister credited this shift to a
“supportive political dispensation” after 2014 that al-
lowed scientists the freedom to experiment even when
success wasn’t guaranteed.
“What a scientist needs most is the liberty to try and

that space was given to us by the hon’ble prime min-
ister,” he said, pointing to reforms like opening up
space and nuclear sectors to private participation and
encouraging global collaborations.
Emphasising that India never lacked talent but pre-

viously lacked policy support, Singh said the country
had moved away from working in silos and was now
witnessing convergence between public and private
sectors. (PTI)

India has moved from tech follower to global
leader in science and innovation: Jitendra Singh

Cong-led UDF wrests Nilambur from Left front in Kerala
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Tripura now third fully literate state in India: CM

Nagaland MP urges CM to recognise tribal dialects
as ‘third language’ to boost local employment

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, June 23: Lok Sabha MP from Naga-
land, S Supongmeren Jamir, has urged Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio to initiate steps for official
recognition of the state’s tribal dialects and lan-
guages as a ‘third language’. 
In a letter addressed to the chief minister on Sun-

day, Jamir stressed that such recognition would not
only uphold the linguistic diversity of the state but
also create critical employment opportunities for
local youth.
The appeal comes amid rising concerns over the

engagement of non-local candidates as Gramin
Dak Sevaks (GDS) in post offices across the North
Eastern region, including Nagaland. 
Drawing the chief minister’s attention to the re-

cruitment process, Jamir highlighted that the cur-
rent system undermines the linguistic
competencies of native candidates, placing them at
a disadvantage.
According to the MP, the recruitment for Grade

IV GDS posts in the postal department is con-
ducted online and does not include any interviews
or written examinations. 
Eligibility is based solely on the submission of

a Class X pass certificate and marksheet, with can-
didate shortlisting determined by marks obtained
in English and Hindi — the languages currently
prescribed as mediums of evaluation in Nagaland
under notification No.17-02/2025-GDS (Annexure
I) issued by the postal department.
Jamir argued that this language policy effec-

tively disregards the third language or dialect stud-
ied by local candidates, many of whom are more

fluent in their native tribal tongues than in Hindi
or English. 
As a result, local aspirants are often outper-

formed by candidates from other parts of the coun-
try, despite having the requisite academic
qualifications.
He pointed out that over the past two years

alone, there have been three rounds of recruitment
for a total of 364 GDS posts in Nagaland, including
a special recruitment drive in January 2023 that ad-
vertised 143 vacancies. 
Jamir noted that the scale of recruitment high-

lights the urgency of ensuring that the process is
inclusive and equitable for the state’s indigenous
population.

Jamir informed the chief minister that the Direc-
tor General of GDS had, in principle, agreed to
work with the North East Circle of the postal de-
partment to engage the state government in identi-
fying local dialects and languages that could be
recognised for recruitment purposes. 
This initiative was intended to allow evaluation

based on a candidate’s fluency in their native lan-
guage, thereby promoting fairer competition.
The MP further mentioned that the Director of

Postal Services, Nagaland, had already communi-
cated this proposal to the state Home Commis-
sioner on April 16, 2025. 
However, he lamented that the state government

has yet to take concrete action towards formally
recognising the dialects and languages spoken by
the recognised tribes of Nagaland for inclusion as
a third official language or medium of evaluation.
Jamir added that the state Home Department had

subsequently written to the Commissioner of the
state government and the Commissioner & Secre-
tary of the Department of Art and Culture, seeking
their comments and recommendations on the mat-
ter. 
He emphasised that timely intervention by the

chief minister could ensure a policy framework
that reflects the linguistic diversity of Nagaland
and secures greater employment avenues for its
youth.
The MP’s appeal reinforces the broader call for

policy reforms that not only protect the cultural
identity of indigenous communities but also em-
power them through inclusive and representative
administrative measures.

Nagaland Governor reviews 
TB elimination efforts

HT Correspondent
AGARTALA, June 23: In a land-
mark achievement, Tripura Chief
Minister Manik Saha on Monday
declared Tripura as the third fully
literate state in the country, marking
a historic milestone in the state’s ed-
ucational journey.
Speaking at a celebration organ-

ized under the ULLAS - Nav Bharat
Saaksharta Karyakram at Rabindra
Satabarshiki Bhavan, Saha empha-
sized that the success of the literacy
campaign must now be taken fur-
ther by strengthening skill develop-
ment among the newly literate and
fostering self-reliance.

“Literacy is vital for realising
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vi-
sion of a Viksit Bharat by 2047.
Tripura achieving full literacy is not
just a proud moment but also a sig-
nificant milestone in our state’s de-
velopment journey,” said the Chief
Minister.
Tripura now joins Mizoram and

Goa as the only three states in India
to achieve full literacy.
Saha congratulated all stakehold-

ers, particularly the Education De-
partment, for their tireless efforts.
“This moment embodies the

spirit of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas. We

have seen that spirit come alive
through this achievement,” he re-
marked.
Saha, who also holds the Educa-

tion portfolio, credited the Union
Ministry of Education for providing
a robust framework and consistent
support for the campaign.
Citing data to illustrate Tripura’s

remarkable progress, he noted, “In
1961, our literacy rate was just
20.24%. It rose to 60.44% in 1991,
73.19% in 2001, and 87.22% in
2011. Under the Nav Bharat Liter-
acy Programme through the
ULLAS initiative, the state
achieved a literacy rate of 93.7% in

2023–24, which further rose to
95.6% in 2024–25. This figure is
expected to go even higher with a
comprehensive survey.”
Saha also stressed the need for

continued efforts, especially in rural
and underserved areas. 
“When parents are illiterate, they

dream of an education for their chil-
dren. Today, even educated children
are inspiring their parents to learn.
This campaign is not just about lit-
eracy—it’s a social movement,” he
said.
He highlighted the widespread

participation in the program, with
943 Social Consciousness Centres
established across all blocks and
villages, supported by 2,228 volun-
teer teachers.  Students, retired ed-
ucators, and local communities are
also actively contributing.
Sharing the impact of recent as-

sessments, Dr. Saha informed that
on March 17, 2024, a total of
4,597 people appeared for the
Foundational Literacy and Nu-
meracy Assessment Test, with
3,581 passing. 
On December 29, 2024, 13,909

out of 14,179 candidates passed,
and in March 2025, 5,819 of 5,896
candidates successfully cleared the
test. “In this united effort lies the
key to a more educated, empow-
ered, and prosperous Tripura,” he
concluded.

Education Department must work to further improve literacy rate: Manik Saha

Restoration of free movement
along state’s highways key to

peace process: Manipur Cong chief

Sikkim celebrates Int’l Olympic Day with sports activities Cong MLA urges Tripura CM to abolish age
limit for Assistant Professor recruitment

Kohima police cracks
burglary cases

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, June 23: Nagaland
Governor La Ganesan on Monday
chaired a review meeting on the
implementation of the Pradhan
Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan,
underscoring the state’s commit-
ment to eliminating tuberculosis
by 2025. The meeting, held at Raj
Bhavan in Kohima, was attended
by senior officials of the Health
and Family Welfare Department,
including Minister Paiwang
Konyak and Commissioner and
Secretary Anoop Khinchi.
In his address, Governor Gane-

san stressed the urgent need to
tackle the social stigma surround-
ing tuberculosis and called for
leveraging the influence of reli-
gious leaders to raise awareness
among communities. He high-
lighted the role of community en-
gagement in the fight against TB
and urged individuals, organisa-
tions, and institutions to register
as Nikshay Mitras—voluntary
donors under the national initia-
tive. These donors provide essen-
tial nutritional and psychosocial
support to TB patients, helping
improve treatment outcomes and
their overall quality of life.
Health Minister Paiwang

Konyak briefed the Governor on
the department’s strategies and

ongoing initiatives aimed at com-
bating the disease. He pointed out
the challenges faced, particularly
in reaching remote and vulnerable
populations, and outlined the
steps taken to strengthen surveil-
lance, expand access to free treat-
ment, and spread awareness
through targeted campaigns.
The minister expressed hope

that with the continued support of
the Governor and collaboration
from various sectors, Nagaland
would be able to meet the national
goal of TB elimination within the
set timeframe.
Commissioner and Secretary of

Health, Anoop Khinchi, also pre-
sented an update on the depart-
ment’s focused efforts towards
TB prevention, early detection,
and comprehensive patient care.
He stressed the importance of
inter-sectoral coordination and
the involvement of local commu-
nities in achieving sustainable re-
sults.
The meeting concluded with a

strong reaffirmation from all
stakeholders to intensify their ef-
forts and work in a coordinated
manner towards making Naga-
land TB-free by 2025, in align-
ment with the national vision.

KOHIMA, June 23: In a major
breakthrough, Kohima police have
cracked a series of high-profile
burglary cases, including the sen-
sational theft of nearly ` 1 crore
from the Kohima Municipal Coun-
cil (KMC) office earlier this
month. The accused, identified as
Kekietuo, a resident of Kohima,
has been arrested and has con-
fessed to 11 major burglaries
across the city since August 2023,
police said today.
Briefing the media personnel at

the office of Superintendent of Po-
lice, Kohima, Additional SP and
PRO of Kohima Police, K Soriso
Quinker NPS said Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) was constituted
to probe the high-stakes KMC of-
fice burglary that occurred on June
3, 2025. The team, using a blend of
advanced forensic tools, digital
surveillance, and human intelli-
gence, worked round the clock for
over two weeks to track down the
perpetrator.
According to Kohima police,

suspicious spending patterns by the
accused following the KMC inci-
dent provided a crucial lead. Sub-
sequent investigation and
surveillance led to the arrest of
Kekietuo, who, during interroga-
tion, admitted to committing a
string of burglaries amounting to
an estimated ` 1.5 crore. (NNN)

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, June 23: Noted
wildlife conservationist and jour-
nalist Bano Haralu expressed con-
cern that Nagaland lost 354 sq km
of humid primary forest and 2,680
sq km of tree cover area from 2002
to 2024.
She attributed the loss of forest

cover in the state to the fragmenta-
tion of forest as community con-
served area, where connectivity is
absent in most places and hunting
of birds and animals is regular.
“This is the major cause of slow

regeneration of the forest,” Haralu
noted.
Haralu is the programme man-

ager of the Wildlife Conservation
Society-India’s Nagaland–Conser-
vation and Livelihoods initiative.
She was speaking at a workshop

on community biodiversity and
wildlife conservation, organised by
the Kohima Press Club in collabo-
ration with Silviculture division
Kohima, at Botanical Garden Ko-
hima, a release said on Monday.
She added that the absence of

conservation awareness on ecol-

ogy and indigenous and traditional
knowledge about nature and its
surrounding is another reason for
the depleting forest cover in the
state.
”Our state is not prioritising

conservation of the environment
and lags in creating alternate liveli-
hood incomes for farmers and peo-
ple,” Haralu observed.
She also highlighted the immi-

nent threats to the environment
prevailing in state such as soil ero-
sion, deforestation and the intro-
duction of monocropping culture.

GANGTOK, June 23: The Sikkim Olympic
Association (SOA) on Monday celebrated the
International Olympic Day 2025 with a series
of sports activities at Paljor Stadium and a
programme at the SOA office with the theme
‘Move, Learn, Discover for a Better World.”
The celebrations began with multiple

sporting events organised by member associ-
ations.
A blood donation camp was also organised

by the SOA, showcasing the association’s
commitment to social responsibility along-
side athletic development.
In a special felicitation ceremony, athletes

who represented Sikkim at national-level
tournaments were honoured for their achieve-
ments and contribution to sports.
Addressing the gathering, state Roads and

Bridges Minister NB Dahal commended
SOA for celebrating Olympic Day with en-
thusiasm and purpose.
Emphasising the vital link between sports

and youth development, he reiterated the
government’s commitment to strengthening
sports infrastructure across the state.
Addressing a gathering, Dahal urged all

member associations to conduct quarterly
meetings with the 32 MLAs, allowing legis-
lators to stay informed about sporting activi-
ties in their constituencies and extend
meaningful support to emerging athletes.
In his address, SOA chief Kuber Bhandari

highlighted the need for grassroots sports de-
velopment at the panchayat level and ex-
pressed hope that Sikkim would see more
Olympians emerge in the future. (PTI)

IMPHAL, June 23: Manipur
Pradesh Congress Committee
(MPCC) president K. Meghachan-
dra on Monday said restoring free
movement along the state’s Na-
tional Highways and other routes
is essential for the peace process in
the conflict-hit state.
Speaking to reporters,

Meghachandra said, “Amit Shah
has said that the situation in Ma-
nipur is not yet conducive for re-
establishing an elected
government. There has been no
complete free movement in the
state for the last 780 days.”
He added that while Shah had

ordered the restoration of free
movement from March 8 this year,
with state transport buses placed
under armed escort, the directive
has failed in implementation.
“If the government restores free

movement in the state, it will be a
step towards the peace process,”
the Wangkhem legislator said.
Manipur continues to face vari-

ous difficulties due to ongoing eth-

nic tensions and restricted move-
ment, he added.
In the wake of the ethnic vio-

lence that broke out between the
Kukis and the Meiteis in May
2023, Kuki organisations have
strongly objected to free move-
ment along NH-2 (Imphal to
Dimapur) and NH-37 (Imphal to
Silchar) which passes through
Kuki-dominated areas.
They also demanded that unless

a separate administration is given
to the Kuki community, free move-
ment will not be allowed.
On March 8, acting on Shah’s

directive, the Manipur government
attempted to send a state transport
bus through the Kuki-majority
Kangpokpi district..
However, violence erupted

when the bus, which started from
Imphal, reached the district. Kuki
protesters attacked the vehicle,
leading to violent clashes between
security forces and demonstrators.
One person was killed in the firing,
and dozens were injured. (PTI)

IMPHAL, June 23: Four militants belonging to the proscribed
outfit PREPAK (PRO) were arrested in Manipur’s Imphal East
district and a cache of arms and ammunition was seized from
their possession, police said on Monday.
The arrested militants were identified as Thingbaijam Philip

Singh, Lourembam Kumar Meitei, Laishram Haridas and Yum-
nam Akash Singh. They were arrested from different places in
the district on Sunday, a police statement said.
Based on inputs provided by the arrested militants, a search

operation was launched in the foothills of Kalika in the district
and a cache of arms and ammunition was seized, it said.
The cache contained four self-loading rifles and 10 maga-

zines, one light machine gun, one .303 modified sniper and two
magazines, 82 cartridges, five hand grenades and nine detona-
tors, the statement added. (PTI)

Four PREPAK (PRO) militants
arrested, firearms seized

AIZAWL, June 23: Mizoram Chief Minister Lalduhoma on
Monday said the state government is actively implementing
Vision 2036, an initiative aimed at grooming young athletes
to represent India in the 2036 Olympic Games.
Speaking at the closing ceremony of the Olympic Day

Run held at Lammual here, Lalduhoma said, “So far, Mizo-
ram has produced only two Olympians. We believe that
many Mizo youths have the potential to represent India in
future Olympics. Vision 2036 is a step in that direction. We
have started training youths so that they represent the coun-
try in the Olympics.”
The CM said sports brings unity and brotherhood among

different communities.
The event, organised by Mizoram Olympic Association,

was attended by Sports Minister Lalnghinglova Hmar.
In January, the Empowering Mizoram Sports (EMS) pro-

gramme was launched under the state’s flagship ‘Bana Kaih’
or handholding scheme to promote sports and groom tal-
ented youths.
The EMS programme aims to establish sports coaching

and talent development programmes across Mizoram.
As part of this programme, basic coaching will be pro-

vided to children aged 8 to 15 years, focusing on preparing
them for future competitions, particularly the 2036
Olympics.
The government has allocated ` 2.5 crore for implemen-

tation of the programme. (PTI)

Mizoram eyes Olympics
with Vision 2036 plan

HT Correspondent
AGARTALA, June 23: Senior Congress
leader and Tripura MLA Sudip Roy Barman
has urged Chief Minister Prof. (Dr.) Manik
Saha and the Tripura Public Service Commis-
sion (TPSC) to remove the upper age limit for
the recruitment of Assistant Professors in
General and Professional Degree Colleges, in
accordance with the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) guidelines.
In his letter, Roy Barman highlighted that

the existing recruitment rules in Tripura, as
notified by TPSC, set the upper age limit at
40 years, which contradicts the UGC’s regu-
lations that do not prescribe any maximum

age for the appointment of Assistant Profes-
sors. “Currently, the age limit for the post of
Assistant Professor in General and Profes-
sional Degree Colleges under the Tripura
Government through TPSC is 40 years. The
recently published advertisements No.
05/2025 (dated 30.01.2025) and No. 15/2025
(dated 07.05.2025) reflect this. However, as
per UGC guidelines, there is no age limit for
these posts. As a result, numerous qualified
candidates — including those with
NET/SET/PhD credentials and years of
teaching experience as guest lecturers — are
being unfairly excluded from applying,” Roy
Barman stated.
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MUMBAI, June 23: Superstar Aamir Khan seems to
have broken his box office drought with his latest movie
"Sitaare Zameen" amassing ` 57.6 crore at the ticket win-
dow in just three days of its release, say trade experts.
The film, a follow-up to Aamir's 2007 critically-ac-

claimed movie “Taare Zameen Par”, released in theatres on
June 20 and raked in ` 10.7 crore on day one, followed by
` 19.90 crores on day two and ` 26.80 crores on day three,
according to the makers.
The film's performance at the box office is definitely a

big win for Aamir, whose last two releases -- "Thugs of
Hindostan" (2018) and "Laal Singh Chaddha" (2022) --
failed to bring audiences to theatres.
"It's a massive win for Aamir Khan. He took a bold deci-

sion, and audiences have respected his sincerity. It's a little
gem, the film is wonderful, it has fun and entertainment,
but it also carries a strong social message. The film will be
in theatres for a long time,” Kamal Gianchandani, chief of
Business Planning & Strategy at PVR INOX Ltd and also
the CEO of PVR INOX Pictures Ltd, told PTI.
PVR INOX Pictures is the official distributor of "Sitaare

Zameen Par", which is adapted from the acclaimed Span-
ish movie of the same title.
Gianchandani, who is also the president of the Multiplex

Association of India (MAI), said the movie also shatters
the myth that only spectacle cinema is working in theatres.
"The numbers are absolutely shattering this myth which

we have long believed. It wasn't correct. The numbers are
validating the fact that audiences want to come out and
watch good films in the theatres irrespective of the size
and scale of a film," he said. 
"It will inspire a lot of producers and directors to come

out with the stories that are rooted in Indian ethos, which
are sensitive stories of Indian characters," he added. De-
vang Sampat, CEO of Cinepolis, said the film continues to
perform well in theatres.
"'Sitaare Zameen Par' had a powerful opening on Friday

however by Sunday, admissions had nearly tripled, under-
scoring the audience's overwhelming enthusiasm.
"Even more impressive is that weekday box-office num-

bers are trailing the weekend by only a small margin, and
we expect Monday footfalls to surpass Friday's. This rare
trajectory in the film industry doesn't just point to commer-
cial success—it reveals a deep, sustained emotional reso-
nance with viewers, propelling the film into truly
uncharted territory," he said in a statement. Trade expert
Komal Nahta described the film's box office outcome as
“terrific”.
“The film is doing fantastic business, what a growth

over the weekend, it is unimaginable. It has been almost a
150 per cent jump from the day it was released to now. The
film was carrying low buzz before the release, and see how
the audience has taken it forward,” Adarsh told PTI.
Distributor-exhibitor Akshay Rathi, who owns theatres

in Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh, said
“Sitaare Zameen Par” has done a “decent” business in
urban India but “not that great”.
“The film has risen like a phoenix from day one to three.

Post the pandemic, massy big films like ‘Pathaan', ‘Jawan',
‘Animal', and ‘Gadar' worked, and everyone wrote off
urban multiplex films, but ‘Sitaare Zameen Par' marks the
return of urban multiplex hits.
"The core business of the movie is from urban and mul-

tiplex audiences. This film is here for the long run, and its
lifetime business should be ` 200 crores," he told PTI. 
At the same time, experts expressed concerns about its

performance in single-screen theatres.
Trade analyst Girish Wankhede said that despite a no-

ticeable uptick in business, the numbers remain below the
expected mark for an Aamir Khan-led movie.
“I believe stars should make films that reach a wide au-

dience, but this has had a limited release. The single-
screen theatres face losses in such a scenario, and the
industry does not benefit much from this. The real test of
the film is on weekdays,” Wankhede told PTI.
Nitin Datar, President of the Cinema Owners and Ex-

hibitors Association, India (COEAI), said the box office
collection of "Sitaare Zameen Par" was driven by good

word-of-mouth. (PTI)

‘SITAARE ZAMEEN PAR’ BIG
WIN FOR AAMIR KHAN: TRADE
EXPERTS AS FILM PERFORMS
WELL IN OPENING WEEKEND

NEW DELHI, June 23:
Kishore Kumar was banned from
All India Radio and Doordarshan,
“Aandhi” was axed from the big
screen after its release and politi-
cal satire “Kissa Kursi Ka” didn’t
see the light of day at all… the
Emergency years were a time of
great churn for the film industry
where creativity peaked but so
did censorship.
Then prime minister Indira

Gandhi declared Emergency in
the country on June 25, 1975,
plunging the country into turmoil.
And it was not just about politics.
The entertainment sector felt the
brunt of the long, repressive arm
of the state and those who did not
toe the line suffered hugely.
It was a stand out 21 months

— Emergency was lifted on
March 21, 1977 — that also
saw Dev Anand start his own
party, the National Party of
India, in protest against the
regime. The apolitical star
brigade came out in strong sup-
port of the Janata Party with
artists such as Pran, Shatrughan
Sinha, Pran, Vijay Anand and
Danny Denzongpa making their
opinion known.
“During the Emergency, the

film industry galvanised itself
and stood against the govern-
ment… At least the key people of

the film industry had the guts to
stand up to the government and
say, what are you doing is not
right,” film historian and author S
M M Ausaja told PTI.
In a 2003 interview with

Reader’s Digest, Dev Anand de-
scribed how he suffered the con-
sequences of refusing to praise
Sanjay Gandhi. His films were
banned from being screened on
Doordarshan.
“They pushed us film people to

the wall, and I got annoyed. They
banned Kishore Kumar songs
from All India Radio and Door-
darshan because he didn’t toe
their line. And they called us to
New Delhi to sloganeer for San-
jay Gandhi.
“I met (then) information min-

ister VC Shukla and told him,
‘I’ll take part only if you admit
we’re now a police state’. He
backed off. Then opposition lead-
ers approached me for support. I
spoke at their rallies and even
formed the National Party of
India (NPI),” Dev Anand re-
called.
After the Emergency, the actor

wound up his party because he
said he was disillusioned with the
Janata coalition The period,
Ausaja said, was a big blow to
the freedom of expression in the
field of cinema. (PTI)

Bans, censorships
and more… Film
industry fought
Emergency with
its back to the wall

NEW DELHI, June 23 Punjabi singer-actor
Diljit Dosanjh's new movie "Sardaar Ji 3" will
only be released in overseas territories following
controversy and calls for boycott over the casting
of Pakistani actor Hania Aamir.
The movie, the third in Dosanjh's horror com-

edy franchise, will release in theatres outside
India on June 27. "'Sardaar Ji 3' Releasing 27th
June overseas only. Fadh Lao Bhoond Dian Lat-
tan," the actor-singer posted on Instagram.
The All Indian Cine Workers Association

(AICWA) criticised Dosanjh and the movie's team
for casting Aamir in the movie.
"Despite knowing the recent brutal terrorist at-

tack in Pahalgam, Jammu & Kashmir, in which
26 innocent Indian lives were lost at the hands of
Pakistani-sponsored terrorists, Diljit Dosanjh has
shockingly chosen to cast a Pakistani artist. 
"This decision comes at a time when the entire

nationó140 crore Indians, the government, the op-
position, and citizens across all walks of lifeóare
united against Pakistan and standing in solidarity
with the families of the martyred," the organisa-
tion said in a statement.
Through his actions, the AICWA said, Dosanjh

has disrespected the sentiments of the nation and
insulted the sacrifice of soldiers
and civilians. 

"His preference for Pakistani talent over Indian
artists raises serious questions about his loyalty
and priorities," it added.
Aamir's presence in the movie has irked many

social media users, who expressed their disap-
pointment in the comments section of Dosanjh's
post. "Boycott," wrote one of the users. 
"Diljit Dosanjh is a traitor," another user said. 
"Country first, boycott @diljitdosanjh

@teamdiljitglobal," wrote another.
Hostilities between India and Pakistan intensi-

fied following the Pahalgam terror attack that
killed 26 people on April 22. 
In response, Indian armed forces hit nine terror

camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK) on May 7 under the codename Opera-
tion Sindoor. In the aftermath of the terror attack,
social media accounts of many Pakistani actors,
including Hania, Fawad Khan, Mahira Khan, Ali
Zafar, Atif Aslam and Rahat Fateh Ali Khan, were
withheld in India. PTI ATR 
Around the same time, "Abir Gulaal", a roman-

tic drama featuring Pakistani star Fawad Khan,
was not allowed to release in theatres in India. 
Directed by Amar Hundal, "Sardaar Ji 3" is pro-

duced by Gunbir Singh Sidhu and Manmord
Sidhu of White Hill Studios alongside Story Time
Productions. (PTI) 

Diljit’s ‘Sardaar Ji 3’ to only release in overseas
territories after row over Hania Aamir’s casting

NEW DELHI, June 23:
"Sholay", one of India's most
celebrated films of all time,
is set to create magic on the
big screen once again with
the premiere of its fully
restored, uncut version
at the prestigious Il
Cinema Ritrovato Fes-
tival in Bologna,
Italy. 

The screening,
commemorating
the film's 50th
anniversary, will
take place on
June 27 at the
open-air Pi-
azza Mag-
giore, said a
press release.
Featuring an

ensemble cast of
Amitabh Bachchan,
Dharmendra, Hema
Malini, Sanjeev
Kumar, Jaya Bacchan
and Amjad Khan,
“Sholay” was written
by Salim Khan and
Javed Akhtar and di-

rected by Ramesh Sippy.
The film is considered an inalien-

able part of Indian pop culture due
to its popular characters like Jai,

Veeru and Thakur as well as Gabbar Singh,
one of the iconic villains of Hindi cinema,
and plenty of dialogues and action sequences.
“Some things in life remain permanently

etched in your mind. 'Sholay' is one such
film," said Amitabh Bachchan, who played
the role of Jai in the movie.
He also recalled the "unforgettable experi-

ence" of shooting the movie.
"At the time I had no idea that it would be

a watershed for Indian cinema. Its dramatic
change in fortunes from being declared an
unsuccessful venture, to its record-breaking
box office run was an emotional rollercoaster
for all of us. 
"It's wonderful that the Film Heritage

Foundation has restored 'Sholay' and that
they have managed to locate and include the
original ending as well as some deleted
scenes in the restoration. I hope that even 50
years later, the film will capture the imagina-
tion of new audiences across the world," he
added.
Dharmendra, who essayed the part of

Veeru, called  “Sholay" the 8th wonder of the
world. 
"I am thrilled to hear that the film is being

restored and I am sure it will have the same
success as it had 50 years ago. Who can for-
get the dialogues of Salim-Javed and the di-
rection of Ramesh Sippy? So many scenes
have gone down in the history of Indian cin-
ema and every character became a star. But
the real hero was the coin," he said.
The veteran actor revealed that he was ini-

tially offered the choice between the roles of
Gabbar and Thakur, but he wanted to play the
role of Veeru as "he is so much like me".
"I had so much fun on the shoot. My

favourite scenes were the tanki scene, the
scene in the temple, and so many others, but
the most powerful scene I feel was the death
of Jai, which is still etched in my mind," he
added.
Shivendra Singh Dungarpur, director of

Film Heritage Foundation, said, “My first
memory of Sholay dates back to the time
when I was six years old and I remember
lamenting because my mother refused to
allow me to go to the cinema to watch the
film." 
"I would never have imagined that 50 years

later, I would have the opportunity to work
on the restoration of the film – often de-
scribed as the greatest Indian film ever made
– with Shehzad Sippy of Sippy Films," he
added.
Sippy, representing Sippy Films, called the

project a deeply personal journey.
“‘Sholay is the cornerstone of our family

heritage and I am so proud that Sippy Films
has been able to do a world-class restoration
of the film with the Film Heritage Founda-
tion.’
“It has taken us three years, but we were

able to find the original ending and some
deleted scenes that the world will see for the
first time at the grand premiere at the Il Cin-
ema Ritrovato Festival in Bologna," he
added. (PTI) 

Restored, uncut version of ‘Sholay’
to be showcased at Il Cinema

Ritrovato Festival in Bologna

(PTI) 
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OSTRAVA (CZECH REPUB-
LIC), June 23: Unwilling to put
himself under pressure of regular
90m throws, Indian javelin throw
star Neeraj Chopra says he has a
good feeling about Tuesday's
Golden Spike Athletics meet here
as he builds up for his ultimate
goal this year -- a top finish at the
World Championship in Tokyo.

Chopra defeated Julian Weber
to win the Paris Diamond League
with a throw of 88.16m last week.
The two-time Olympic medallist

said with Czech great Jan
Zelezny by his side as his coach
and with his own determination,
he is confident of good results.

The 27-year-old is riding high
on his maiden 90m plus throw
that he achieved in the season-
opening Diamond League meet in
Doha.

"I am really happy to work
with such a great athlete and
coach. I've already thrown 90m
this year after little bit more im-
provement in technique. So let's

see when it comes next time but I
am ready. Recently we've done a
good training in Nymburk (Czech
Republic) so I'll do my best here
in Ostrava," he said.

"Main goal for the season is
obviously World Championships
in Tokyo," added the Haryana-lad
who won a gold at the previous
edition of the biennial showpiece.

Chopra said a part of his ex-
citement for the Tuesday's event
comes from watching on TV,
greats like Usain Bolt compete

here in the past.
"When I was kid, I watched a

lot of videos and photos of ath-
letes as Usain Bolt competing
here. I came last year but I didn't
compete because of injury.

"Now I feel good, but I don't
want to put any pressure on my-
self for 90m. But I'll try really
hard."

The World Athletics Champi-
onships will be held in Tokyo
from September 13 to 21 this
year. Chopra, who won gold in

2020 Tokyo Olympics and silver
in 2024 Paris, spoke highly about
his coach Zelezny.

"When I competed at Diamond
League in Doha, there were a lot
of Indian people who wanted to
take pictures with Jan. And they
are sometimes...you know...very
intense so I was bit worried about
him. But he left to the hotel
quickly," he said.

Besides the World Champi-
onships, Chopra is also excited
about the Neeraj Chopra Classic
javelin throw meet to be held in
Bengaluru on July 5.

"This will be my first really se-
rious competition in India with
international athletes, on July 5. I
still have to manage a lot of
things before competition but it
will be a good experience," he
said. "So now it would not be
good if I would say no to people.
And I'm happy that now in India
people recognise other sports
than cricket."

Talking about his gold-winning
throw in Paris Diamond League,
Chopra said he is happy with the
effort despite not being able to
touch the 90m mark.

Chopra's coach Zelezny was
also quite satisfied with the
progress of his ward.

"I am happy about the situa-
tion. It's important for javelin and
throws in general as athletics, is
not only about sprints. Neeraj
opened the doors to other coun-
tries, it's great for our sport," he
said. (PTI)

PARIS, June 23: France's
court of auditors provided Mon-
day the first official estimate of
public spending tied to the 2024
Paris Olympics and Para-
lympics, with the global public
expenditure estimated at nearly
six billion euros ($6.8 billion).

The Cour des Comptes said in
its preliminary report, which
was published ahead of the
2030 Winter Olympics also
awarded to France, that the
spending includes €2.77 billion
for the event organization and
€3.19 billion for infrastructure
investments.

Paris 2024 organizers chal-
lenged the estimates in com-
ments attached to the report.
They notably said that some ex-
penditures which predated the

event and will continue after-
ward can't be attributed to
Games. They also said that at-

tributing major investments to
the Olympics, despite being un-
related projects launched long

before, is unjustified.
“Through its methodological

choices, the Court has in fact
declined to examine the only
question that would meaning-
fully inform public debate: how
much public money would have
been saved if the Games had not
been held in Paris?," said Tony
Estanguet, the former head of
the organizing committee.

"It is undeniable that this
amount would be far less than
the €6 billion currently cited by
the court. The organizing com-
mittee, as it already stated dur-
ing the contradictory procedure,
estimates that this figure does
not exceed €2 billion, while the
expected economic benefits of
the Games are said to represent
three to five times that amount,”

he added.
The Cour des Comptes in-

sisted that its progress report is
based on data available as of
March 31, 2025, and does not
claim to draw final conclusions.

“The report does not include,
due to unavailable data, any
analysis of the positive or nega-
tive effects of the Games on
economic activity or tax rev-
enues, nor an assessment of tax
expenditures related to their or-
ganization,” the Cour said in a
summary statement. "On this
last point, the tax authorities in-
formed the Court that no overall
estimate is currently planned.
This position is unsatisfactory,
and the Court calls on the State
to begin this evaluation without
delay.” (AP) 

LEEDS, June 23: His away series
against India last year had started
with a bang and ended in a whim-
per but Ollie Pope has consciously
tried to not let discussions about
his slot in the playing eleven affect
him too much while constructing a
stylish century during England's
solid first innings reply on the sec-
ond day of opening Test.

Vice-captain Pope, whose place
in the team has been under scanner
since his technique got exposed by
Jasprit Bumrah and Indian spinners
in the 2024 away series, scored a
fine 106 in England's first innings
score of 465.

For the record, Pope had started
with 196 in Hyderabad and then in
remaining four Tests, totalled 40
runs. "I've tried not to let it affect
me too much," Pope said at post
day press conference on Sunday.

"I've just been trying to make
sure my game's in as good a place
as possible and when I get in, try
to make sure I make the most of it.
I've tried to let the outside noise do
its thing and make sure my game
keeps improving, and that I get my
headspace in as good a place as

possible too."
Pope has tried to bring about a

change in his mindset wherein he
doesn't feel too hard pressed to
reach his first 30 runs and then feel
set. "It's almost just trying my
game a little bit more: not feeling
like I've got to rush to 30 to then
really feel 'in'. It's trying to enjoy
the process of building an innings,
rather than just, 'I want to get to 30
to then make a big one'...

"It's something I've been work-
ing hard on, just generally putting
my game in a better place and
making sure my defence is as good
as it can be."

However, the graceful right han-
der agreed that there is still a long
way to go in the marathon five-
Test series.

"It's a long series, and there's a
lot to be done in this game still as
well," he added. 

"It's definitely (an innings) that
I really enjoyed. It was disappoint-
ing not to kick on this morning, but
I'm really happy with how I went
about it and played, and I'm happy
with where my game's at - so hope-
fully, I can kick on." (PTI) 

Tried not to think about 
discussions surrounding my

place in side: Ollie Pope

MARRAKECH (MOROCCO),
June 23: Indian golfer Karandeep
Kochhar produced a bogey-free
final round 7-under 65 but fell ag-
onisingly short, finishing one
stroke behind Filipino Aidric Chan
to sign off with a runner-up finish
at the Morocco Rising Stars Mar-
rakech.

Seeking his first win outside
India as a pro, Kochhar finished
17-under with rounds of 70-67-69-
65 while Chan shot a 7-under 65 in
the final round to be 18-under at
the Samanah Golf Club.

While Kochhar was the top In-
dian at the end of the week, the
other Indians who made the cut
were Ajeetesh Sandhu (12-under,m
T-13), Khalin Joshi (9-under, T-

34), Rahil Gangjee (7-under, T-43),
Arjun Sharma (6-under, T-45) and
Aman Raj (2-under, T-51).

Kochhar had seven birdies,
made on the first, fourth, ninth,
10th, 12th, 16th and 17th holes.

Sandhu played a round of 4-
under 68 on the final day to secure
his top 15 finish, while Joshi, who
was in the top 10 at the end of the
third round, played a round of even
par on the final day to fall out of
the top 10.

Gangjee played even par round
to finish tied 43. Arjun Sharma
played a round of 3-under 69 on
the final day to close the week at
tied 45 while Aman Raj ended his
week with an even par round to
finish tied 51. (PTI) 

Kochhar finishes sole
second in Morocco

Tame finish for Bhatia as Ryder Cup captain
Bradley wins Travelers title

CROMWELL (USA), June 23:
Akshay Bhatia had a tame finish
with two double bogeys in the
final round for a card of 4-over 74
that saw him finish in Tied-54th
place in the Signature event.

Bhatia, who had rounds of 70-
70-68-74 was 4-over 282 for the
week.

In the final round, Bhatia
started on the tenth and had just
one birdie on the 17th, which was
his eighth hole.

He double bogeyed the par-5
13th, bogeyed the 18h and double
bogeyed the Par-4 ninth, his clos-
ing hole. 

This season  Bhatia's best has
been a third place at the Players
Championship.

Indo-British Aaron Rai (70)
was Tied-17th with cards of 68-
73-63-70 at 6-under.

Meanwhile, U.S. Ryder Cup
Captain Keegan Bradley came
back from three shots behind with
four holes to play and birdied the
18th hole for a 2-under 68 to win
the Travelers Championship in his
hometown.

The victory also re-started dis-
cussion for Bradley to be playing
captain for the first time since
1963 when Arnold Palmer played

as a playing captain at the Ryder
Cup. Bradley was one behind
Tommy Fleetwood going to the
18th hole. 

Bradley hit his approach to just
under six feet below the hole and
Fleetwood, seeking his first PGA
TOUR title, came up some 50 feet
short and took three putts for
bogey and a 72. 

Bradley carded 69 and totalled
15-under as Fleetwood (72) was
14-under.

Bradley finished at 15-under
265 and won $3.6 million for his
first title in a Signature Event. 

He also won the BMW Cham-

pionship, the second FedExCup
Playoffs event, last August at
Cherry Hills outside Denver.

Scottie Scheffler, who had a
share of the 36-hole lead until a 72
in the third round, closed with a
65 and tied for sixth with Rory
McIlroy, who also shot 65. They
were three shots back.

It was tough for Fleetwood, 34,
who was a runner-up for the sixth
time on the PGA Tour.

Russell Henley chipped in from
across the 18th green for birdie
and a 69 to join Fleetwood in tied
second. Henley called a one-shot
penalty on himself in the second

round when he saw his golf ball
move the length of a dimple as he
was playing a chip.

Bradley has two wins against
world-class fields in the last 10
months — only Scottie Scheffler
has won more since August
among players ahead of him in the
Ryder Cup standings.

Bradley, who turned 39 earlier
this month, won on the one-year
anniversary that he received the
call asking him to be Ryder Cup
captain. Harris English (65)
boosted his Ryder Cup hopes by
tying for fourth with Jason Day
(68). (PTI)

My main goal this season is World 
Championship in Tokyo: Neeraj Chopra

Two-time Olympic medallist
hockey forward Lalit Upadhyay

calls time on int’l career

NEW DELHI, June 23: Veteran
Indian hockey forward Lalit
Upadhyay has called time on his
illustrious international career,
drawing curtains on over a
decade-long journey that saw him
be a part of the teams that won
bronze medals in Tokyo and Paris
Olympic Games.

From making his debut at the
2014 World Cup to standing tall
on the Olympic podium twice,
Lalit's career is a time-line of
some of Indian hockey's biggest
milestones in the modern era.

He was a crucial part of the
squad that scripted history at the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics, helping
India clinch a long-awaited
bronze medal, and repeated the
feat at the Paris Games in 2024,
reinforcing his reputation as a
big-match player.

"This journey began in a small
village, with limited resources but
limitless dreams," Lalit an-
nounced his decision through a
heartfelt social media post shortly
after India's final match of the
European leg of the FIH Pro
League 2024-25 season against
Belgium on Sunday.

"From facing a sting operation
to standing on the Olympic
podium — not once, but twice --
it's been a path full of challenges,
growth, and unforgettable pride,"
Lalit posted.

"Becoming an Olympian from
my city after 26 years is some-
thing I'll always carry with honor
and gratitude," he added.

A natural play-maker with an
uncanny knack for scoring goals,
Lalit played 183 matches for
India at the senior level, scoring
67 goals.

Over the years, he became a
trusted name in India's forward
line, known for his versatility, on-
field intelligence, and calm de-
meanour in high-pressure
situations.

The 31-year-old's final appear-
ance in the Indian jersey came
against Australia on June 15.

Reflecting on Lalit's contribu-
tion, Hockey India President
Dilip Tirkey said, "Lalit has been
one of the most graceful and ded-
icated forwards of his generation.
Whether it was a crucial Olympic
match or a league game, he al-
ways wore the Indian jersey with
pride and played with heart.

"His journey from the narrow
lanes of Varanasi to standing on
the Olympic podium twice is
nothing short of inspirational. We
thank him for his selfless service
to Indian hockey and wish him
the very best for the next phase of
his life."

Beyond the Olympics, Lalit
was instrumental in India's victo-
ries at the 2016 Asian Champions
Trophy, 2017 Asia Cup --where
he netted four goals -- and multi-
ple other podium finishes. His
medal-laden career includes a
bronze at the 2017 Hockey World
League Final 2017, silver at the
2018 Champions Trophy, bronze
at the 2018 Asian Games, and
gold at the 2018 Asian Champi-
ons Trophy.

He was also a part of the
squads that finished third in the
FIH Pro League 2021-22 and won
gold at the 2022 Asian Games.

In recognition of his contribu-
tions to Indian hockey, Lalit was
honoured with the Arjuna Award
in 2021. (PTI) 

Salzburg and Al Hilal play scoreless draw at
Club World Cup, group remains up for grabs
WASHINGTON, June 23:
Al Hilal dominated possession
but Salzburg's defense held in
a scoreless draw on Sunday
that meant that Group H
would come down a pair of
consequential upcoming
matches in the Club World
Cup. Earlier in the day, Real
Madrid defeated Pachuca 3-1,
eliminating the Liga MX club.
But with the tie between Al
Hilal and Salzburg, the
group's spots in the knockout
round remained up for grabs.

Salzburg will face a chal-
lenging match against Real
Madrid in Philadelphia on
Thursday with Kylian Mbappe
likely return after missing
Real Madrid's first two
matches, according to coach
Xabi Alonso. Al Hilal will
face Pachuca in Nashville the
same day.

Al Hilal, the runners up at
the 2022 Club World Cup,
pressured Salzburg from the
start, with nearly 62 percent

possession through the first
half. They took 10 shots, but
had just one on target. For the
game, Al Hilal had four shots
on goal. It was clear that Al
Hilal was missing the finish-
ing touch of striker Aleksan-
dar Mitrovic, who has missed
both of the team's Club World
Cup matches with a muscle
injury.

The announced attendance
At Audi Field was 16,167
fans, with big swaths of the
crowd clad in Al Hilal's bright
blue. In the final moments, the
crowd chanted for Al Hilal,
urging the team to score. Al
Hilal goalkeeper Yassine
Bounou stopped a nearly point
blank shot from Salzburg's
John Mellberg early in the
second half. Moments later,
Salzburg goalkeeper Christian
Zawieschitzky saved a shot by
Rúben Neves from outside the
box as the game grew tense.
Al Hilal has proven resilient
throughout its first two

matches. 
The club drew 1-1 with Real

Madrid in its opening match
with Neves converting a
penalty and Bounou saving a
penalty attempt at the death. "I
think it's important in these
competitions not to lose. We
played today against a very
good team. They defended
very well, they didn't give us
a lot of space. So it was diffi-
cult to find a solution. I think
the draw is a very good result
to play the third game with
options,” — Al Hilal goal-
keeper Yassine Bounou.

“We have four points after
two matches and the boys are
sitting in the room and they're
disappointed. I think about it
differently. We played against
a very strong opponent, Al
Hilal, and we showed good
quality, we defended very
well. We did it well with all
the young players,” Salzburg
coach Thomas Letsch said.
(AP) 

France’s court of auditors estimates $6.8 billion
public spending for 2024 Paris Olympics
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LEEDS, June 23: KL Rahul pro-
duced a masterclass in timing and
temperament in the company of
Rishabh Pant as India ambled to
153 for three at lunch on the fourth
day of the opening Test against
England here on Monday.
Rahul was looking solid at 72

off 157 balls, while Pant was 31
off 59 as India extended their
overall lead to 159 runs, having
scored 63 runs for the loss of one
wicket during a riveting session.
Ahead by 96 runs in the begin-

ning, India were off to a disastrous
start as they lost skipper Shubman
Gill seven balls into the day’s play,
but the English bowlers did not
taste further success in the first
session, though they kept testing
the two batters with their probing
line and length.
On a windy and cloudy morning

at Headingley, India started off on
the wrong foot losing the huge
wicket of Gill, who chopped Bry-
don Carse’s good length delivery
on to the stumps.
Coming off an elegant hundred

in the first innings, Gill was rooted
to the crease as the ball cramped
him for room before disturbing the
stumps. As he walked back to the
dressing room, a dejected Gill
stared at the place where the ball
landed, wondering if it pitched on
one of those cracks.
England were delighted to see

the back of the India captain,
which paved the way for the ar-
rival of another first-innings cen-
turion, Pant, and he was his usual

maverick self while attempting the
audacious shots that define his
batting.
Pant rode his luck as he charged

down the ground to try and whack
the fast bowlers, and while he
could not connect the way he
would have liked to, he got runs
off them. Pant got off the mark
with a thick outside edge off Chris

Woakes that flew over the slip cor-
don.
The flamboyant keeper at-

tempted the slog sweep, the trade-
mark falling paddle sweep, and
was also heard scolding himself in
the stump mic after playing a rash
shot, which prompted Ben Stokes
to seek a review.
The ball was too full and swing-

ing, but it made contact with the
bat before thudding into Pant’s
pads, and the TV umpire ruled in
his favour.
In fact Stokes, too, heard two

noises but since the batter in
question was Pant, the English
captain opted to try his luck with
a review.
Rahul looked calm, composed

and self-assured at the other end,
helping India swell the lead brick
by brick, even as Pant seemed to
tone down his attacking approach
and blocked without any diffi-
culty.
Luck too smiled on Rahul as

Harry Brook dropped him at gully
after the batter tried to steer a
quick Josh Tongue delivery. (PTI)

Rahul, Pant guide India to 153/3 at
lunch after losing Gill early

Some said I will be finished in 8 months but
I’ve played for nearly 10 years: Bumrah
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LEEDS, June 23: His critics ex-
pected him to go from ‘boom’ to
bust within eight to ten months due
to his unconventional, injury-prone
bowling action, but it is Jasprit
Bumrah’s self-belief that has en-
abled the Indian pace spearhead to
complete nearly a decade in inter-
national cricket.
Having taken his 14th five-

wicket haul in Tests on Sunday,
Bumrah spoke about his secret
recipe for success.
Asked if he feels bad when peo-

ple write his epitaph after every
big injury, Bumrah replied: “Peo-
ple had said in all these years (I
will play only) eight months, some
said 10 months but now I have
played 10 years of international
cricket, 12-13 years of IPL.
“Even now people say (after

every injury), he will be finished,
he is gone. Let them say, I will do
my own work. Every four months
these things will crop up, but as
long as almighty wants, I will play.
“I prepare my best, and then will

leave it on God as to how much
more blessings he will bestow
upon me.”
Bumrah, who took 5 for 83 in

England’s first innings in the open-
ing Test, said that he is not here to
change people’s perceptions.
“What people write is beyond

my control and I can’t advise peo-
ple on what to write about me. My
name in headline gets viewership
but I don’t get bothered by that.”
He said that wicket is good for

batting although it might crack up
a bit towards the end of the match.
“At this moment pretty good

wicket to bat on. It is a little bit two
paced, no big demons in wicket. Due
to weather, new ball will swing but
that is what you expect in Test
cricket. We would like to get a big

total and get that cushion.”
India were guilty of spilling sev-

eral catches, but Bumrah chose not
to dwell on the lapses, preferring
instead to focus on what lies ahead.
“Yeah, just for a second. But

you understand that you can’t re-
ally sit down and cry, isn’t it? You
have to move forward with the
game. So, what I look to do is not
to take it too far in my head and try
and quickly forget it because all of
them are also new to the game.

“Sometimes the ball is difficult
to sight and nobody is dropping the
catch purposely. Everybody is try-
ing really hard. It does happen. So,
I don’t want to create a scene or
put more pressure on the fielder
that I’m angry, I’m kicking the box
or I’m doing something. It’s okay.
“It’s part and parcel of the game.

Obviously, if it (catches) would
have been taken earlier, that’s
good, but people will learn from
this experience,” he added. (PTI)

MUMBAI, June 23: Embattled India batter
Prithvi Shaw on Monday ended his ties with
home team Mumbai after being granted a No
Objection Certificate by the MCA to sign up
with a new domestic side for his “growth and
development as a cricketer”.
Shaw has been out of reckoning from the

red ball set-up for some time but has played
white ball cricket. However, his off-field dis-
ciplinary issues have grabbed more air time
than his on-field performances. 
The Mumbai Cricket Association con-

firmed receiving Shaw’s request and has
given its approval to it. 
“The Mumbai Cricket Association (MCA)

would like to inform that cricketer Prithvi
Shaw had formally requested a No Objection
Certificate (NOC) to represent another state
as a professional player in the upcoming do-
mestic season. After due consideration, the
MCA has granted the NOC,” the MC stated
MCA Secretary Abhay Hadap said the body

appreciates Shaw’s contributions over the
years. “Prithvi Shaw has been an exceptional
talent and has contributed significantly to
Mumbai cricket. We respect his decision and
wish him the very best in his future endeav-
ours,” he stated.
In the letter that Shaw sent to the MCA, the

25-year-old said he was grateful for the time
he spent in the Mumbai team, for which he
made his debut in 2017, but desires to move
on now.
“I would like to take this opportunity to sin-

cerely thank the Mumbai Cricket Association
(MCA) for the valuable opportunities and un-
wavering support extended to me during my
time representing the association.
“It has truly been an honor and a privilege

to be part of the MCA setup, and I am deeply
grateful for the exposure and experience I
have gained here,” he wrote in the letter.

He then went on to state his reasons for the
wanting to leave the team.
“At this juncture in my career, I have been

presented with a promising opportunity to
play professional cricket under another State
Association, which I believe will further con-
tribute to my growth and development as a
cricketer. “In light of this, I kindly request you
to issue me a No Objection Certificate (NOC)
that will enable me to officially represent the
new State Association in the upcoming do-
mestic season,” he said.
However, the identity of the team that he in-

tends to join next is not yet known.
Shaw said his decision has been made after

“careful consideration, and with utmost re-
spect for the MCA.” “I remain ever grateful
to the association for the guidance and plat-
form provided over the years.”
Shaw, who has played five Tests and six

ODIs for India, was dropped from the Mum-
bai Ranji side last year on grounds of poor fit-

ness and lack of discipline.  Having missed
the rest of the Ranji Trophy season, Shaw last
played for Mumbai in the final of the premier
domestic tournament Syed Mushtaq Ali T20
Trophy against Madhya Pradesh, which his
side won by five wickets.  Shaw’s fitness lev-
els and discipline were not only severely crit-
icised by administrators over the course of last
season, but Shreyas Iyer, who led Mumbai to
the title win in the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy,
also seemed trifle unhappy.
“He needs to get his work ethics right, and

if he does that, the sky is the limit for him,”
Iyer told reporters in Bengaluru. 
“We can’t babysit anyone, right? Every pro-

fessional who is playing at this level, they
need to know what they should be doing.
“And he has also done it in the past; it’s not

that he hasn’t. He has to focus, he has to sit
back, (and) put a thinking cap on, and then
figure out himself. He will get the answer by
himself,” he added. (PTI)

Prithvi Shaw leaves Mumbai for
cricketing ‘growth and development’

LAUSANNE (Switzerland), June 23: The first fe-
male and first African president of the IOC, Kirsty
Coventry was inaugurated in the role Monday on the
organization’s 131st birthday with praise that the
Olympic movement was “in the best of hands.”
Coventry, a two-time Olympic gold medalist in

swimming for Zimbabwe, finally and formally takes
office Tuesday aged just 41 after decisively winning
a seven-candidate election in March to succeed
Thomas Bach. Coventry cited her family including her
two young daughters as “my rocks, my inspiration” to
lead the International Olympic Committee through the
next eight years including the 2028 Summer Games
in Los Angeles.
“You are my constant reminders of why we do what

we do every single day,” Coventry said, addressing
six-year-old Ella seated near the front of the ceremony
“You are a constant reminder of why this movement

is relevant, why it needs to change, why we need to
embrace the new ways,” the new president said. “And
you will be a constant reminder for many years to
come on the decisions that we all take together.”
Coventry said Olympic leaders were “guardians of a
platform ... to inspire, to change lives, to bring hope.”
Bach’s voice had cracked with emotion minutes

earlier as he handed over a symbolic key to the presi-
dency to his protégé in Olympic politics.
The 71-year-old German lawyer, an Olympic cham-

pion in team fencing in 1976, leaves after the maxi-
mum 12 years in an office he said was now in the
“best of hands” with Coventry.
“I believe with all my heart that the Olympic move-

ment is ready for the future,” said Bach, adding he had
“given all I could” to the IOC and the games.
The ceremony took place in a temporary building

in the gardens of Olympic House designed in the style

of the Grand Palais in Paris that hosted fencing and
taekwondo at the Summer Games last year.
A steamy, humid day at the IOC’s lakeside modern

headquarters saw a sudden downpour of rain minutes
before the scheduled start. It forced Bach and Coven-
try to shelter under a shared umbrella as they walked
from the villa that was the former Olympic home.
The hour-long ceremony included a four-minute

montage of tributes to Bach, who now becomes the
IOC’s honorary president. He has expressed a wish to
counsel his successor. Coventry’s first day at the office
features a closed-door session to hear the views of
around 100 IOC members. They include current and for-
mer heads of state, business leaders and billionaires,
past and current Olympic athletes, plus leaders of
Olympic sports. (AP)

Olympics’ champion: New IOC president Kirsty
Coventry inaugurated to start 8-year leadership

KOLKATA, June 23: He is the owner of 38 fantastic centuries in
international cricket, but that number is not pleasing to former India
skipper Sourav Ganguly, who regrets missing many hundreds during
his cricketing journey. The elegant left-hander of his times, Ganguly
scored 18575 runs in Test and ODIs but regrets missing many cen-
turies in his career in which he competed in 311 ODIs and 113 Tests.
Ganguly’s remorse came to fore when he was asked what advise

he would give to his old self. “I missed a lot of hundreds, I should
have scored more. Too many 90s and 80s,” Ganguly told PTI in an
interaction. A look at his statistics showed that Ganguly got out in
the 80s and 90s a number of times. Exact 30 times. If he could con-
vert those innings into centuries he would have easily scored 50-
plus centuries in his already glorious career. 
He loves watching his old innings, his strokeplay whenever he is

alone and it further reminds him how close he was to getting more
hundreds. “I see my (batting) videos when I am alone. When my
wife is away because Sana lives in London. I go to Youtube, and
watch and say ‘arre fir 70 pe out ho gaya’ (Gosh, I got out for 70 in
this also), should have scored a hundred. But you can’t change it. “
In ODIs, Ganguly had 72 half centuries and in Test the number

stands at 35. As a skipper sometimes a tough call become impera-
tive. You have to drop a player to accommodate someone who you
think is more suited for conditions or requirement.
Ganguly regretted dropping Anil Kumble one of the greatest leg

spinners in the world.  “Anil Kumble, a few times, because he was
so good,” he said. For Ganguly, Australia was his favourite rival
side and pacer Glenn McGrath the most feared bowler. (PTI)

I should have scored my centuries:
Ganguly’s biggest regret

COLOMBO, June 23: Reigning IBSF
champion Kamal Chawla powered into
the pre-quarterfinals with an all-win
record from his group in the Asian 6-
Red Snooker Championship here on
Monday. In his third and final Group ‘C’
match, the Indian ace outclassed Ming
Wa Man of Hong Kong 4-0. Chawla had
beaten Sri Lanka’s Thiyagarajah
Thanjeewan, also by a similar margin,
in a late-night match on Sunday. Later,
national champion Paras Gupta joined
Chawla in the last-16 stage. Pushpender
Singh, the third Indian in the fray, how-
ever, failed to make the cut. Chawla had
runs of 39 (first frame), 35 (third) and
43 in the fourth to top the group for the
loss of just one frame. Faced with a
must-win situation in his final Group ‘D’
match, Gupta held his nerve under pres-
sure in the deciding frame against
Qatar’s Mohanna Al Obaidli. The 29-
year-old, who led 3-1 at one stage, suf-
fered mid-match blues to give his
opponent a look-in. But before much
damage could be done, he capitalised on
Obaidli’s error by making a gritty
match-winning break of 32 to advance
to the knockouts.

Results: Group A: Awais Ullah
Munir (Pak) beat Pushpender Singh
(Ind) 4-2 (1-51 (37), 47-0, 66-0, 10-46,
34-21, 33-21).

Group C: Kamal Chawla (Ind) beat
Ming Wa Man (HK) 4-0 (53 (39) -0, 41-
18, 74 (35) -20, 43 (43) -1); Kamal (Ind)
beat Thiyagarajah Thanjeewan (SL) 4-0
(47 (42) -0, 40-0, 40 (37) -2, 32 (31) -
21).

Group D: Paras Gupta (Ind) beat Mo-
hanna Al Obaidli (Qat) 4-3 (32-24, 70
(38)-0, 23-53, 50 (50) -19; 19-58, 35-55,
52 (32) -8); Saochetapheam Lon (Cbda)
beat Gupta 4-3 (0-34, 15-36, 16-40 (30),
50-41, 1-0, 43-8, 35-10). (PTI)

DEHRADUN, June 23: India’s top shooters will be seen in action again
as the national selection trials 3 & 4 for Group ‘A’ athletes commences
at the Trishul Shooting Range here from Tuesday.
These trials will help in selecting the Indian team for the 16th Asian

Shooting Championships 2025 in Kazakhstan in August and ISSF World
Cup in Ningbo, China, in September.
The first day of the trials will see the stage 1 qualifying round of rapid

fire pistol men, which has been divided into three relays. Three finals of
T3, 10m air rifle men, 25m rapid fire pistol men and 50m 3 positions
women are scheduled on the second day of competitions.
The shooters come into this selection phase following an encouraging

run in the double-legged South American ISSF World Cup tour, which
marked the beginning of the new international calendar and also the re-
cently-concluded Munich leg of the World Cup.
Across all three legs in Argentina, Peru and Munich the Indian shooters

reached 39 finals, including mixed-team medal rounds, and brought home
a total of 19 medals, eight of them gold.
Suruchi Singh, who created history by becoming the first Indian to win

gold in three consecutive world cups, Munich gold medallists Arya Borse
and Arjun Babuta, Olympic medallists Manu Bhaker, Sarabjot Singh and
Swapnil Kusale, current World Cup medallists Saurabh Chaudhary,
Rudrankksh Patil, Elavenil Valarivan, Sift Kaur Samra, Vijayveer Sidhu
and Chain Singh along with prominent names like Aishwary Pratap Singh
Tomar, Sandeep Singh, Varun Tomar and Kiran Ankush Yadav will be
part of the trials. As per the selection criteria, only eligible shooters in
Group ‘A’ will be allowed to participate.
The selection trial 3 & 4 will cover all Olympic rifle and pistol events

and will be limited to a select group of top-ranked shooters.
This includes 50 slots each for 10m air rifle (men & women) and 10m

air pistol (men & women), 30 slots each for 50m rifle 3 positions (men
& women), 20 slots for 25m rapid fire pistol (men), and 30 slots for 25m
sport pistol (women). (PTI)

Chawla, Gupta book
knockout berths

Top shooters to compete in 
national selection trials 3 and 4
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