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3.5 cr jobs to be created in two years
NEW DELHI, July 1: The central
government on Tuesday approved
an Employment Linked Incentive
scheme with an outlay of ` 1.07
lakh crore to create 3.5 crore jobs
over the next two years through so-
cial security schemes run by the re-
tirement fund body EPFO.
The ELI scheme to support job

generation, enhance employability
and social security across all sec-
tors, with special focus on the man-
ufacturing sector, was approved by
the Union Cabinet in a meeting,
chaired by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Information & Broad-
casting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said.
The scheme aims to incentivise

the creation of more than 3.5 crore
jobs in the country over two years,
an official statement said.
The scheme will provide incen-

tives to employees as well as em-
ployers to boost job creation.
Under the scheme, while the

first-time employees will get one
month’s wage (up to ̀ 15,000), the
employers will be given incentives

for a period of two years for gen-
erating additional employment,
with extended benefits for another
two years for the manufacturing
sector. The ELI scheme was an-
nounced in the Union Budget
2024-25 as part of the package of
five schemes to facilitate employ-
ment, skilling and other opportuni-
ties for 4.1 crore youth with a total
budget outlay of ` 2 lakh crore.

The ELI scheme aims to incen-
tivise the creation of more than 3.5
crore jobs in the country over a pe-
riod of 2 years, it stated.
Out of these, 1.92 crore benefi-

ciaries will be first timers, entering
the workforce.  The benefits of the
scheme would be applicable to
jobs created between August 1,
2025, and July 31, 2027.
The plan consists of two parts,

with Part A focused on first timers
(employees) and Part B focused on
employers.
Targeting first-time employees

registered with EPFO, this Part A
will offer a one-month wage up to
`15,000 in two instalments. Em-
ployees with salaries up to ` 1 lakh
will be eligible. The first instalment
will be payable after 6 months of
service, and the second instalment
after 12 months of service and
completion of a financial literacy
programme by the employee.
“To encourage the habit of sav-

ing, a portion of the incentive will
be kept in a savings instrument or
deposit account for a fixed period
and can be withdrawn by the em-
ployee at a later date. Part A will
benefit around 1.92 crore first-time
employees,” the statement said.
Part B of the scheme will cover

the generation of additional em-
ployment in all sectors, with a spe-
cial focus on the manufacturing
sector. The employers will get in-
centives with respect to employees
with salaries up to ` 1 lakh.

The government will incentivise
employers, up to ` 3,000 per
month, for two years, for each ad-
ditional employee with sustained
employment for at least six
months. For the manufacturing
sector, incentives will be extended
to the 3rd and 4th years as well.
Establishments, which are regis-

tered with EPFO, will be required
to hire at least two additional em-
ployees (for employers with less
than 50 employees) or five addi-
tional employees (for employers
with 50 or more employees) on a
sustained basis for at least six
months.
The benefit to the employer (per

additional employment per month)
will be up to ` 1,000 for employ-
ees with a monthly wage of
`10,000, while this will be ` 2,000
for employees with wages of more
than ` 10,000 and up to  ` 20,000.
Employees with wages up to `

10,000 will get a proportional in-
centive. The benefit will be ̀ 3,000
per month to the employers for em-
ployees (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Cabinet approves ` 1.07 lakh cr Employment Linked Incentive scheme
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HT Bureau
DIPHU, July 1: Executive Member of the
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC),
in charge of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary
Department, D Uphing Maslai visited the bor-
der villages of Tapat and Khanduli in West
Karbi Anglong on Tuesday, following an inci-
dent in which a mob allegedly entered from
Meghalaya and uprooted saplings and disman-
tled protective wooden structures erected for
plantation work in Tapat.
The incident occurred on June 25 and has

since triggered tension along the inter-state
border area. 
In response, the KAAC EM undertook a

field visit to assess the situation, meet with
local residents, and appeal for calm.
During his visit, Maslai interacted with vil-

lage headmen and residents of the affected
areas and assured them of continued support
from the KAAC. 
“As people were tense, I made up my mind

to visit the affected places at Tapat and Khan-
duli, which is the most extreme village of West

Karbi Anglong on the Assam-Meghalaya bor-
der. There was a plantation in Tapat and on
June 25, a mob from Meghalaya entered and
uprooted the plants. Following the incident,
tension has mounted in the area,” he said.
To provide immediate relief to the residents,

rice was distributed among the villagers. 
Additionally, torchlights were handed over

to the Village Defence Party (VDP) members
to assist Assam Police personnel posted at the
Border Outpost (BoP) in Tapat.
Reassuring the communities of Tapat, Khan-

duli and Langkeroi, the EM informed them
that Chief Executive Member of KAAC, Tuli-
ram Ronghang, has been closely monitoring
the inter-state border issue and taking steps to
address concerns through appropriate chan-
nels. Maslai was accompanied by Chairman of
the Border Development Board, Augustin
Hanse, and other officials during the visit. 
The KAAC leadership reiterated its appeal

for peace and cooperation among communities
while urging authorities to maintain vigilance
along the sensitive border belt.

KAAC EM visits Assam-Meghalaya 
border villages following tension in Tapat

133 arrested for illegal 
cattle slaughter, selling beef

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, July 1: In a contin-
ued effort to assess and accelerate
the implementation of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in
the state, the Raj Bhavan Assam on
Tuesday convened a high-level re-
view meeting at its campus under
the leadership of Governor Laksh-
man Prasad Acharya. 
The meeting brought together

Vice-Chancellors and senior aca-
demic officials from several uni-
versities across Assam to discuss
the progress and challenges associ-
ated with the policy’s execution in
higher education institutions.
According to an official state-

ment, the meeting was conducted
by Dr Harbansh Dixit, Advisor to
the Raj Bhavan Secretariat, and
Prof. Bechan Lal, Officer on Spe-
cial Duty (OSD), Raj Bhavan. 
The session focused on taking

stock of the status of NEP 2020 im-
plementation in state universities,
with emphasis on core components
such as skilling, research and de-
velopment, innovation, placement,

entrepreneurship, and the strength-
ening of Alumni-Academia-Indus-
try linkages. 
The policy’s broader goal of en-

suring the holistic development of
human resources also featured
prominently in the discussions.
The participants reaffirmed the

importance of NEP 2020 as a trans-
formative roadmap for the Indian
education system and acknowl-
edged the role of higher education

institutions in shaping a future-
ready generation. 
In keeping with Governor

Acharya’s advice, the meeting re-
iterated Raj Bhavan’s commitment
to supporting university initiatives
that enhance student welfare, aca-
demic excellence, and inclusive
education. 
Special focus was placed on the

responsibilities of Vice-Chancel-
lors to ensure comprehensive, in-

stitution-wide implementation of
the NEP.
The review saw active participa-

tion from representatives of Dibru-
garh University, Assam Women’s
University, Bodoland University,
and Kumar Bhaskar Varma San-
skrit and Ancient Studies Univer-
sity. Among the attendees were
Vice-Chancellors, Registrars, Aca-
demic Registrars, IQAC Directors
and Coordinators, and other senior
academic officials.
This session was part of a

broader series of consultative
meetings initiated by Raj Bhavan
to promote effective rollout of the
NEP 2020 across Assam’s higher
education landscape. 
Senior officials from the Raj

Bhavan and the state Higher Edu-
cation Department were also pres-
ent at the meeting, reinforcing the
government’s focus on aligning ac-
ademic institutions with the objec-
tives laid out in the national policy.
The Raj Bhavan noted that such
collaborative reviews are crucial to
tracking (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Raj Bhawan reviews NEP 2020 implementation in universities
Raj Bhavan pushes for accelerated NEP 2020 implementation with focus on research, skilling, and holistic education

Talks on India-US trade pact
enter sixth day in Washington
NEW DELHI, July 1: Hectic negotia-
tions between India and the US will enter
the sixth day on Tuesday in Washington,
with the talks reaching a crucial stage and
New Delhi demanding greater market ac-
cess for its labour-intensive goods, an of-
ficial said.
The Indian team, headed by special sec-

retary in the Department of Commerce
Rajesh Agrawal, is in Washington for ne-
gotiations on an interim trade agreement
with the US.
The stay of the Indian officials has been

extended. Initially, the delegation was
scheduled to stay for two days, with the
talks having commenced on June 26.
These talks are also important as the

suspension date of Trump’s reciprocal tar-
iffs is approaching. It will end on July 9.
The two sides are looking at finalising the
talks before that, the official said.
India has hardened its position on giv-

ing duty concessions to American farm
products. It is seeking duty concessions

for its labour-intensive goods such as tex-
tiles, engineering, leather, gems and jew-
ellery. “If the proposed trade talks fail, the
26 per cent tariffs will come into force
again,” the official added.
On April 2, the US imposed an addi-

tional 26 per cent reciprocal tariff on In-
dian goods but suspended it for 90 days.
However, the 10 per cent baseline tariff
imposed by America remains in place.
India is seeking full exemption from the
additional 26 per cent tariff.
The US is demanding duty concessions

in both the agriculture and dairy sectors.
But these segments are difficult and chal-
lenging areas for India to give duty con-
cessions to the US as Indian farmers are
into sustenance farming and have small
land holdings.
Therefore, these sectors are politically

very sensitive. India has not opened up the
dairy sector for any of its trading partners
in free trade pacts the country has signed
so far. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

GUWAHATI, July 1:At least 133 people were ap-
prehended on Tuesday for their role in alleged vio-
lation of the Assam Cattle Preservation Act and over
one tonne of suspected beef were seized across the
state, a senior police officer said.
According to Inspector General Police (Law and

Order) Akhilesh Kumar Singh, a suo-motu drive
was initiated across the state to check reported inci-
dents of illegal cattle slaughter and selling of beef
in restaurants unauthorisedly.
Consumption of beef is not illegal in Assam, but

The Assam Cattle Preservation Act, 2021, bans
slaughter and sale of beef in areas where Hindus,
Jains and Sikhs are in majority and in areas which
fall within a five-km radius of a temple or satra
(Vaishnavite monastery).
“The main intention of the drive is to stop viola-

tion of The Assam Cattle Preservation Act. We
raided hotels and restaurants, registered dozens of
cases at many police stations (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

GUWAHATI, July 1: Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Tuesday
said the state has recorded the highest-ever paddy procurement by pur-
chasing nearly seven lakh metric tonnes of the foodgrain, more than two-
fold jump as compared to the previous season.
“We are proud to announce the successful conclusion of Kharif Mar-

keting Season (KMS) 2024-25 with a record paddy procurement of 6.97
lakh MT -- the highest ever!” Sarma said in a post on X.
The state had procured just 3.14 lakh MT during the 2023-24 KMS,

he added.
In KMS 2022-23, the paddy procurement had stood at 5.92 lakh MT,

the CM said.
“This remarkable achievement reflects our commitment to ensuring

that our farmers are connected to markets and the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) they rightfully deserve,” Sarma said.
Last month, the chief minister said the state had set a target of procur-

ing 5,85,500 MT of paddy during the 2024-25 KMS.
Sarma also said that Assam’s agricultural products are catering to the

global market due to their high quality and nutrient-rich content.
“Recently, farmers from Majuli expanded their reach to Middle East

and EU markets as they exported 267 MT of Red Rice -- earning higher
profits & establishing Brand Assam,” he said in a separate post.
The red rice was produced originally in over 1,000 hectares of land in

Majuli, the world’s largest river island and located in the Brahmaputra,
the CM said. (PTI)

Himanta claims record paddy
procurement in state
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NEW YORK, July 1: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has said
that it is a “very gross oversimplification” and “even misleading at times”
to make the India-US relationship about China.
Jaishankar was responding to a question on how much of the India-US

relationship is defined by its stance on China.
“I think it’s a very gross oversimplification to make India-US about

China. In fact, it’s not just an oversimplification. I think it’s even mis-
leading at times,” Jaishankar said on Monday during a conversation with
Newsweek CEO Dev Pragad at the publication’s headquarters at One
World Trade Centre near the 9/11 Memorial in Manhattan.
He said that the India-US relationship is about “so many other things,”

noting the large Indian community, which contributes significantly to the
US. “I think it’s been a game-changer. It has got nothing to do with
China,” he said.
He stressed that Washington and Delhi have a very strong economic

connect. “Look at our trade numbers and look at the relevance of that
trade to our respective economies. Look at our technology connect,” he
said, adding that there is a tendency to point even the defence or security
cooperation towards China, but “I ask you to look at the other coast. We
work to keep the Arabian Sea safe for global shipping.
“This is (an) age of oversimplification. I urge you not to fall into that.

I think the world is much more nuanced. It’s much more multi-causal.
We have many more interests than just one country. I would certainly like
to believe that the relationship is going well because there is great merit
in me,” Jaishankar said. He added that there are certain realities of the
landscape, and one of them is that the relationship between the US and
China is not what it used to be, it has acquired a much sharper competitive
edge. “Frankly, where we are concerned, we look at these two countries,
and each one of them has made up its mind (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

‘Very gross oversimplification, misleading
to make India-US relations about China’

Drive aimed at stopping violation of the
Assam Cattle Preservation Act: Assam Police

GUWAHATI, July 1: BJP
president Dilip Saikia on Tues-
day maintained that Congress
members were behaving like
“overground Maoists” in the
state, as he lashed out at the op-
position party a day after its sup-
porters purportedly hurled a
water bottle at the chief minis-
ter’s convoy.
The ruling party also staged

protests across the state, includ-
ing Guwahati, demanding ex-
emplary punishment against the
culprits.
A water bottle was purport-

edly hurled at the convoy of
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma at Golaghat on Monday
when the fleet of cars was pass-
ing by a protest staged by the
local youth Congress wing
against the alleged sale of 90 Gir
cows, procured by the govern-
ment, to individuals, including a
minister’s wife.
Black flags were waved at the

chief minister by the Congress
members. Police had said that
four persons were detained in
this connection.
Visuals showed a green

colour plastic water bottle being
thrown at a car in the chief min-
ister’s convoy.
Condemning the incident,

Saikia said, “Someone must
have instigated those who threw
the bottle. Someone must have
given them the order and they
followed it.”
“I think an attempt to murder

case should be registered
against those responsible,” he
added, demanding the most
stringent action against the cul-
prits.
Saikia maintained that such

“attacks” will not discourage the
BJP or its supporters.
“Our chief minister is among

the most efficient and popular
ones in the country. Left liber-
als, pseudo-seculars and Con-
gress are the same. They
(Congress) behave like ‘over-
ground Maoists’,” the state BJP
president alleged.
The BJP Yuva Morcha

(BJYM) organised sit-in
demonstrations at the district
and sub-divisional headquarters
across the state against the inci-
dent. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Congress behaving
like ‘overground

Maoists’: Dilip Saikia 

HT Bureau
DIPHU, July 1: Advisers of the BJP-East
Karbi Anglong District Committee (BJP-
EKADC) on Tuesday held a press confer-
ence to counter allegations made by local
Congress leaders, who had recently criti-
cised Karbi Anglong Autonomous Coun-
cil (KAAC) Chief Executive Member
Tuliram Ronghang as an unfit leader.
The press meet, held at the office of the

Hills People Cultural Forum (HPCF), saw
senior BJP leaders strongly defending
Ronghang’s leadership and accusing the
Congress of indulging in baseless criti-
cism. One of the party advisers, Selawor
Bey, questioned the intent and substance
of the Congress’s accusations.
“If the CEM is wrong, they should

clearly point out where he has gone
wrong. The Congress is always quick to

point fingers but fails to substantiate their
claims,” said Bey. He further stated that
the Congress continued to operate with a
negative mindset. “There is a vast differ-
ence between the BJP and Congress. The
Congress still lives in darkness while the
BJP works in daylight. Even in broad day-
light, the Congress fails to see the develop-
ment and peace that the BJP government has
brought to the district,” he said.
Bey added that while many Chief Ex-

ecutive Members had held office in Karbi
Anglong in the past, few had contributed
as significantly as Ronghang. “He is a ca-
pable and visionary leader who has imple-
mented numerous developmental schemes
for the district’s progress,” he said.
Referring to recent comments made by

Jagatsing Engti, a former Executive Mem-
ber of KAAC and former MLA who has
now joined the Congress, Bey and fellow
BJP adviser Laichan Engleng dismissed
the criticisms over incomplete mini stadi-
ums.  Engti had alleged that ` 10-crore
stadiums sanctioned for all 26 Member of
Autonomous Council (MAC) constituen-
cies remained unfinished and had become
overgrown with vegetation. Engleng,
however, pointed out that the stadium in
Sarupathar - the very constituency repre-
sented (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

BJP-East Karbi Anglong advisers defend CEM
Tuliram Ronghang, counter Congress allegations

CONVOY INCIDENT

HT Bureau
DIPHU, July 1: A key review
meeting on the constituency-wise
launch of Ration Card distribution
was held on Tuesday at the confer-
ence hall of the Arboretum Centre
in Diphu. 
The meeting was chaired by

Chief Executive Member (CEM)
of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council (KAAC), Tuliram Rong-
hang, and was attended by Mem-
ber of Parliament Amarsing Tisso,
Howraghat MLA Darsing Rong-
hang, Diphu MLA Bidya Sing En-
gleng, Executive Members of the
Council, and departmental offi-
cials. The meeting was convened
to take stock of the preparations for
launching Ration Card distribution
and to address ongoing public
grievances related to food supply
in the region.
During the discussions, CEM

Ronghang instructed the Food and
Civil Supplies Department to en-
sure timely and uninterrupted dis-
tribution of essential commodities
including (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

CEM Ronghang 
reviews ration card
distribution plans 
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The NSE Nifty surged 374.25 points or 1.69 per cent to 22,535.85

Contd. from Page 1...

NEW DELHI, July 1: Gross
GST collections increased by 6.2
per cent to over ` 1.84 lakh crore
in June but slipped below the  ` 2
lakh crore mark recorded in the
previous two months.
Gross GST collections stood at

` 1,73,813 crore a year ago, as per
government data released on Tues-
day. In May, the Goods and Serv-
ices Tax (GST) collection was `
2.01 lakh crore. It touched a record
high of ` 2.37 lakh crore in April
this year.
In June, gross revenues from do-

mestic transactions rose 4.6 per
cent to about ` 1.38 lakh crore,
while GST revenue from imports
grew 11.4 per cent to ` 45,690
crore. The gross Central GST rev-
enues stood at ` 34,558 crore,
State GST revenues at ` 43,268
crore and Integrated GST at about
` 93,280 lakh crore in June. Rev-
enues from Cess were ` 13,491
crore.
Meanwhile, total refunds during

the month rose by 28.4 per cent to
` 25,491 crore.
The net GST mop-up stood at

about ` 1.59 lakh crore, registering
a 3.3 per cent year-on-year growth.
Looking at the numbers on a

month-on-month basis, the net
GST collections of June this year
have shown a reduction of 8.48 per

cent, with collections from the do-
mestic market and imports show-
ing a fall, Karthik Mani, Partner,
Indirect Tax, BDO India, said.
Coming on the 8th anniversary

of the introduction of GST, it is
hoped that such muted growth in
collection on a year-on-year basis
is just an aberration and GST col-

lections would be back to the usual
growth trajectory in the coming
months, he added.
While large states like Maha-

rashtra, West Bengal, Karnataka,
Rajasthan, and Tamil Nadu have
reported collection increases of 4
to 8 per cent, other states like Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab and Gujarat re-
ported contraction between 1 and
4 per cent.
Some states like Haryana, Bihar

and Jharkhand have shown median
increases of 10 per cent.
According to Vivek Jalan, Part-

ner, Tax Connect Advisory, after
two successive months of ` 2 lakh
crore plus GST revenues and dou-
ble-digit growth, ` 1.85 lakh crore
collections in June 2025 seem a lit-
tle dampening.
However, the YTD growth of

11.8 per cent in GST still gives a
tax buoyancy of more than 1 per
cent, which means that India is still
in the ‘Goldilocks situation’ amid
global turmoil, Jalan added. (PTI)

Gross GST collections rise 6.2 pc to over ` 1.84 lakh cr

MUMBAI, July 1: Benchmark stock in-
dices Sensex and Nifty closed higher in a
range-bound trade on Tuesday, helped by
gains in index heavyweight Reliance Indus-
tries and HDFC Bank.
The 30-share BSE Sensex rose by 90.83

points or 0.11 per cent to settle at 83,697.29
with 13 of its constituents closing higher and
17 in the red. During the day, it rallied 267.83
points or 0.32 per cent to 83,874.29.
The 50-share NSE Nifty gained 24.75

points or 0.10 per cent to close at 25,541.80.
Among Sensex firms, Bharat Electronics

was the lead gainer, rising by 2.51 per cent
after the company announced securing orders
worth ` 528 crore.
Reliance Industries advanced 1.84 per cent

as analysts expressed optimism over the
launch of a solar manufacturing facility.
Asian Paints, UltraTech Cement, Kotak

Mahindra Bank and HDFC Bank were also
among the major gainers.
Axis Bank, Trent, Eternal and Tech

Mahindra were among the laggards.
“Markets traded lacklustre and ended al-

most unchanged, taking a breather after
Monday’s decline. Following an initial
uptick, the Nifty moved in a narrow range
and eventually settled at 25,541.80. Buoy-
ancy in global markets—especially the US—
along with stable domestic cues suggests that
the prevailing trend is likely to continue,”
Ajit Mishra – SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said.
The BSE smallcap gauge dipped 0.18 per

cent and midcap index dipped 0.07 per cent.
Among BSE sectoral indices, telecommu-

nication rose by 0.52 per cent, energy by 0.46
per cent, consumer durables by 0.43 per cent
and metal by 0.30 per cent.
FMCG declined 0.68 per cent, power (0.41

per cent), utilities (0.32 per cent), IT (0.24
per cent) and BSE Focused IT (0.25 per
cent).
As many as 2,025 stocks advanced while

1,985 declined and 154 remained unchanged
on the BSE.
“Domestic indices traded within a narrow

range, following last week’s strong rally.  In-
vestors are closely monitoring developments,
seeking clarity on U.S. tariffs as the 90-day
pause approaches its end,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Investments Limited,
said.
In Asian markets, South Korea’s Kospi

and Shanghai’s SSE Composite index settled
in the positive territory while Japan’s Nikkei
225 index ended lower. Markets in Hong
Kong were closed. European markets were
trading mostly lower.
The US markets ended higher on Monday.
Global oil benchmark Brent crude dipped

0.22 per cent to USD 66.56 a barrel.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) of-

floaded equities worth ` 831.50 crore on
Monday, according to exchange data.
On Monday, the Sensex dropped 452.44

points or 0.54 per cent to settle at 83,606.46.
The Nifty declined 120.75 points or 0.47 per
cent to 25,517.05. (PTI)

Stock markets close higher on
buying in Reliance, HDFC BankHT Bureau

GUWAHATI, July 1: The Guwahati Branch of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI)
marked the 77th Chartered Accountants’ Day with a
vibrant and engaging week-long celebration titled “7
Days – 7 Vibes”, which combined technical learning,
wellness activities, and entertainment to honour the
profession and its community. 
Chartered Accountants’ Day, observed on July 1

every year, commemorates the founding of ICAI in
1949. 
The day acknowledges the critical role chartered

accountants play in safeguarding economic integrity
and contributing to India’s financial architecture.
According to an official statement issued by the

branch, this year, under the leadership of Chairperson
CA Raginee Goyal, the Guwahati Branch curated a
series of events from June 25 to July 1 designed to
engage the CA community and their families holisti-
cally. The celebrations opened with “Quiz Time”, a
knowledge-based challenge for CA members that
tested their professional acumen in an enjoyable for-
mat. This was followed by “Unwind & Play”, an in-
door sports event featuring chess, carrom, and arm
wrestling to promote relaxation and camaraderie
among members.
A highlight of the week was the ICAI MSME Ma-

hotsav, which served as a valuable knowledge plat-
form, offering insights into government schemes and
policies relevant to the MSME sector. 
The event saw participation from policy experts

and entrepreneurs, reflecting ICAI’s continuing com-
mitment to national development through profes-
sional outreach. Technical enrichment continued with
a dedicated seminar on GST and the Code of Ethics,
helping members stay abreast of regulatory develop-
ments and ethical benchmarks. 
Adding a melodic twist to the schedule was “Au-

ditaakshari”, a themed Antakshari event that cele-
brated the lighter side of the profession.
Sportsmanship was on full display during a Box

Cricket Tournament, offering a dynamic platform for
members to engage physically and bond over team-
work. A special Movie Night screening “Well Done
CA Sahab” was also hosted as a tribute to the every-
day contributions and sacrifices made by chartered
accountants. The culmination of the week came on
July 1, the official CA Day. 
The day began with flag hoisting, a tree plantation

drive, and cleanliness activities under the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan, underscoring the profession’s dedi-
cation to civic responsibility.
Health and personal wellness took center stage

later in the day with a free eye screening camp, held
in collaboration with the Gauhati Lions Eye Hospital. 
A motivational session led by Amogh Lila

Prabhu—titled “Let’s Stress on Stress”—offered a
soul-stirring discourse on managing stress with clar-
ity and purpose. His spiritually grounded and humor-
ous insights left the audience both inspired and
emotionally rejuvenated.
The celebrations concluded with a family get-to-

gether and dinner, bringing together CA profession-
als and their families in a warm atmosphere of unity
and shared pride. The official statement credited the
success of the celebrations to the coordinated efforts
of the branch Secretary CA Jay Prakash Gupta and
the entire managing committee. 
The week-long programme, the statement noted,

reflected the evolving image of the chartered ac-
countant — not only as a sharp financial professional
but also as a socially engaged and emotionally bal-
anced individual.

ICAI Guwahati branch
celebrates CA Day 2025 
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NEW DELHI, July 1: Tractors and Farm Equipment
Ltd (TAFE) and AGCO Corporation on Tuesday an-
nounced a comprehensive out-of-court settlement of
all outstanding disputes, with the Indian firm agreeing
to buy out the US-based firm’s shareholding in it for
USD 260 million (nearly `2,225 crore).
In separate statements, the two companies said they

have settled all matters relating to the Massey Fergu-
son brand, commercial issues and shareholding, thus
ending their corporate feud.
Under the settlement, ownership of the Massey Fer-

guson brand will rest with TAFE as the sole and ex-
clusive owner for India, Nepal and Bhutan. TAFE said
it will hold all rights, title and interest in “Massey Fer-
guson” and related trademarks and all goodwill asso-
ciated therewith.
Besides, TAFE will buy back AGCO’s shares in it-

self, which amounts to 20.7 per cent of the domestic
tractor maker’s equity, for a consideration of USD 260
million, making TAFE a wholly-owned subsidiary of
the Amalgamations Group, a diversified industrial
conglomerate, headquartered in Chennai, it added.
TAFE will also retain its shareholding in AGCO at

an ownership level of 16.3 per cent and not exceed it,
while participating in AGCO’s future buyback pro-
grams to maintain its proportionate ownership subject
to certain exceptions, it stated.
As part of the settlement, TAFE will support AGCO

by voting its shares in favour of all the recommenda-
tions of AGCO’s Board of Directors at shareholder
meetings, subject to certain exemptions, the Chennai-
based firm said.
Besides, TAFE will remain a long-term investor in

AGCO, it added. While all commercial agreements
between TAFE and AGCO will be mutually termi-
nated, TAFE will honour outstanding supply orders
and continue to supply parts for all markets on agreed
terms, it stated. AGCO, in its statement, said, “Parties
have agreed to mutual non-disparagement and TAFE

not engaging in public activism.
TAFE will no longer be entitled to nominate a rep-

resentative to the AGCO Board of Directors and
AGCO’s Director on TAFE’s Board will step down.”
The two companies said their agreements will become
effective upon the completion by AGCO and TAFE of
certain governmental and other processes in India re-
lating to the repurchase of the shares held by AGCO
in TAFE.
“As we step into a new era in TAFE’s growth story,

we recognise and cherish the long partnership we’ve
had with AGCO, and continue to support AGCO as an
engaged shareholder,” TAFE Chairman & Managing
Director Mallika Srinivasan said.
Stating that TAFE and Massey Ferguson have been

synonymous in the minds of the Indian customers for
over 65 years, she said, “We re-dedicate our commit-
ment to transformation of Indian agriculture through
our innovative products, solutions and service to the
farming community in India.” AGCO Chairman, Pres-
ident and CEO Eric Hansotia welcomed the reaching
of an amicable resolution with TAFE on all outstand-
ing commercial, governance and shareholding mat-
ters.
“We appreciate the TAFE relationship for its years

as a commercial partner and continued support as a
shareholder. AGCO’s Board and management team
are fully focused on our Farmer-First strategy, which
we believe will improve outcomes for farmers, drive
operational success for our company and deliver
strong returns for shareholders,” Hansotia said.
AGCO said it will file the agreements with the US

Securities and Exchange Commission.
Last year in September, AGCO Corporation termi-

nated multiple agreements with TAFE, including the
Massey Ferguson brand license agreement, a distrib-
utor agreement for India, Nepal, and Bhutan.
Subsequently, a legal battle followed with TAFE

taking the matter to the Madras High Court. (PTI)

TAFE, AGCO settle feud over Massey
Ferguson brand outside court

NEW DELHI, July 1: The Com-
petition Commission of India (CCI)
on Tuesday ordered an investigation
against Asian Paints for allegedly
abusing its dominant position in the
market for manufacturing and sale
of decorative paints.
The direction follows a com-

plaint filed by Grasim Industries
(Birla Paints Division), which ac-
cused Asian Paints of engaging in
exclusionary practices aimed at sti-
fling its entry and growth in the In-
dian decorative paints segment.
“The Commission is of the opin-

ion that a prima facie case of con-
travention of the provisions of
section 4(2)(a)(i), 4(2)(c) and
4(2)(d) of the Act by the OP (Asian
Paints) is made out in the present
matter,” CCI said in the order.
Section 4 of the Competition

Act, 2002, prohibits abuse of dom-
inant position.
Accordingly, the fair trade regu-

lator directed the Director General
to cause an investigation to be
made into the matter and submit an
investigation report within a period
of 90 days. Grasim, a part of the
Aditya Birla Group, forayed into
the decorative paints segment
under the ‘Birla Opus Paints’
brand in February last year. Asian

Paints is a market leader and man-
ufactures paints for both decora-
tive and industrial use. The
competition regulator observed
that OP (Asian Paints), by way of
restraining its dealers from dealing
with the OP’s competitors like the
informant (Grasim Industries Ltd)
by enforcing exclusivity upon such
dealers, is imposing unfair condi-
tions upon them, which is found to
be in the nature of exploitative
conduct.
Further, by restraining suppliers

of essential raw materials from
providing goods and services to
the OP’s competitors like the in-
formant, as well as by coercing
landlords, C&F agents and trans-
porters to refrain from engaging
with competitors like Grasim,
Asian Paints seems to be prima

facie creating barriers to new en-
trants in the market as well as par-
tially foreclosing competition in
the market, it said. Thus, the con-
duct of Asian Paints seems to be
prima facie causing an appreciable
adverse effect on competition in
India, the regulator added.
The complainant further alleged

that Asian Paints coerced dealers
into returning or refusing to install
Grasim’s tinting machines, which
the complainant claimed were
technologically superior.
In its response, Asian Paints ar-

gued that the Indian decorative
paints market is highly competitive
with low entry barriers and pres-
ence of several regional and multi-
national players.
It (Asian Paints) also high-

lighted Grasim’s rapid growth

since entering the segment, claim-
ing the new entrant had already
achieved a high single-digit market
share and established a vast net-
work of over 50,000 dealers.
However, the CCI noted that the

material placed by Grasim indi-
cated potential abuse of market
power by Asian Paints. The Com-
mission said such conduct by a
dominant enterprise could restrict
competition and innovation, and
hinder consumer choice.
However, the regulator clarified

that observations made were not a
final view on the case merits and
directed the DG to conduct the
probe without being swayed in any
manner whatsoever by the obser-
vations made herein.
In September 2022, CCI dis-

missed a complaint filed by JSW
Paints alleging unfair business
practices against Asian Paints with
regard to the latter misusing its
dominant position and further
denying access to the market. JSW
Paints had alleged that after they
launched their decorative paints
segment, Asian Paints began to pres-
surise and target the dealers who had
agreed to stock and display their
decorative paints manufactured by
the company. (PTI)

CCI orders probe into market abuse charges against Asian Paints

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, July 1: Elec-
tric two-wheeler manufac-
turer Ather Energy Limited
has expanded its Rizta family
scooter lineup with the
launch of the new Rizta S
variant powered by a
3.7kWh battery pack. 
According to an official

statement the new variant of-
fers an impressive IDC (In-
dian Driving Conditions)
range of 159 km on a single
charge and is priced at `
137,047 (ex-showroom,
Delhi). The Rizta S 3.7kWh
variant is now available for
test rides and bookings at
Ather’s retail outlets and on-
line platform across India,
with deliveries set to com-
mence this month. 
With this addition, the

Rizta lineup now comprises
four variants, providing
greater choice to consumers
looking for range, conven-
ience, and value in the electric
scooter segment.n Launched
in 2024, the Rizta marked
Ather’s foray into the family
scooter space and has since

become a key contributor to
the company’s growth. 
According to the official

statement, the Rizta now ac-
counts for over 60% of
Ather’s total sales and has
crossed the milestone of 1
lakh units sold within a year. 
The 3.7kWh variant is

aimed at consumers seeking
an extended range without
sacrificing affordability,
quality, or comfort. Ravneet
S Phokela, Chief Business
Officer of Ather Energy,
noted that the Rizta has
struck a chord with families
nationwide. 
“The recent milestone of

crossing 1 lakh Rizta scoot-
ers is a testament to the
strong demand we are see-
ing. With the new variant of-
fering 159 km on a single
charge, riders can confi-
dently plan their day, making
it ideal for commuters with
high daily usage,” he said.
Despite the larger battery

pack, the new Rizta S variant
retains all the signature com-
fort and utility features of its
predecessors. It includes a

34-litre under-seat storage
compartment, expandable by
22 litres with an optional
Frunk accessory, a wide seat
designed for two, and a spa-
cious floorboard for en-
hanced rider-pillion comfort. 
Ather stated that the build

quality remains consistent
with its established engineer-
ing and testing benchmarks.
The scooter is also packed

with smart features. It in-
cludes a 7-inch DeepView™
Display offering turn-by-turn
navigation, and a host of
safety and convenience tools
like AutoHold™, Fall Safe,
Emergency Stop Signal, Tow
& Theft Alerts, Find My
Scooter, and Alexa Skills in-
tegration. Like other Ather
vehicles, the 3.7kWh Rizta S
supports over-the-air (OTA)
software updates. Charging
flexibility has also been pri-
oritised. 
The Rizta S is compatible

with Ather’s extensive Ather
Grid fast-charging network,
which currently spans over
3,900 charging points nation-
wide.

Ather launches Rizta S with 3.7kWh battery

3.5 cr jobs to be created
with a wage of more than ` 20,000 (up to a salary of ` 1 lakh/month). Part B (for employers) is expected to

incentivise employers for the creation of additional employment for nearly 2.60 crore persons. All payments
to the first-time employees under part A of the scheme will be made through the DBT (Direct Benefit Transfer)
mode using the Aadhar Bridge Payment System (ABPS).
Payments to employers under Part B will be made directly into their PAN-linked Accounts. With the ELI

scheme, the government intends to catalyse job creation in all sectors, particularly in the manufacturing sector,
besides incentivising youth joining the workforce for the first time.
An important outcome of the scheme will also be the formalisation of the country’s workforce by extending

social security coverage for crores of young men and women.
CII Director General Chandrajit Banerjee said, “ELI is a significant step towards boosting employment and

formalising India’s workforce. The ELI scheme opens doors for first-time job seekers, empowering them to
contribute meaningfully to India’s growth story. It empowers employers to expand their workforce and gives
a decisive push to India’s labour-intensive sectors”.
FICCI President Harsha Vardhan Agarwal said that FICCI welcomes the ELI scheme as a transformative

initiative aligned with the vision of Viksit Bharat. The three-pronged approach, supporting first-time employ-
ment, manufacturing job creation, and employer incentives, promises to generate over two crore jobs in two
years, he stated.
This scheme embodies the principles of productivity and participation, particularly benefiting MSMEs and

young workers, he opined. (PTI)

Congress behaving like ‘overground 
Senior leaders of the party and BJYM karyakartas from 39 organisational districts participated in these

demonstrations.
In Guwahati, state BJYM president Rakesh Das, MLA and BJP state general secretary Diplu Ranjan Sarma

and participated in the protest.
The BJP youth wing members and leaders engaged in confrontation with the police and squatted on the roads

when they were not allowed to proceed with their protest march.
While Congress is yet to formally respond to the allegation of its youth members hurling the bottle at the

convoy, its former state president Bhupen Kumar Borah asserted that violence cannot be the language of protest.
“A democratic protest has to be non-violent and that’s how we have been doing it. The language of protest

has to be through one’s voice and pen,” he maintained. Borah added that whoever was involved in the incident,
it was wrong.
Golaghat district Congress leaders have distanced themselves from the purported incident, pointing the ac-

cusing finger at “miscreants”.
“We don’t support violence. It could have been the doing of some miscreant. Visuals are available and police

can arrest on the basis of it,” a district leader had said earlier. (PTI)

BJP-East Karbi Anglong advisers 
by Engti when he was a BJP MAC and Executive Member during the previous government — was con-

structed under Engti’s own tenure. “He may now blame the BJP government, but the facts speak otherwise,”
Engleng said.
According to an official statement issued after the press conference, BJP leaders asserted that the district had

seen substantial progress under Ronghang’s leadership and accused the Congress of trying to mislead the public
for political mileage.

133 arrested for illegal cattle 
across the state and picked up scores of people,” he told PTI. Singh said police have so far apprehended 133

people after raiding 112 hotels and seized more than one tonne of suspected beef meat from across the state.
“The operation is still going on, and the exact figure will be known later. The drive will continue in the

coming days,” he added. (PTI)

Talks on India-US trade pact 
The US wants duty concessions on certain industrial goods, automobiles, especially electric vehicles, wines,

petrochemical products, dairy, and agricultural items like apples, tree nuts, and genetically modified crops.
India is seeking duty concessions for labour-intensive sectors like textiles, gems and jewellery, leather goods,

garments, plastics, chemicals, shrimp, oil seeds, grapes, and bananas in the proposed trade pact.
The two countries are also looking to conclude talks for the first tranche of the proposed bilateral trade agree-

ment (BTA) by fall (September-October) this year. The pact is aimed at more than doubling bilateral trade to
USD 500 billion by 2030 from the current USD 191 billion.
Before the first tranche, they are trying for an interim trade pact. The US team was here from June 5 to June

11 for the talks. The negotiations will continue both virtually and physically in the days to come.
India’s merchandise exports to the US rose by 21.78 per cent to USD 17.25 billion in April-May this fiscal,

while imports rose by 25.8 per cent to USD 8.87 billion. (PTI)

CEM Ronghang reviews ration
rice, dal, sugar, and salt to all Ration Card beneficiaries. He emphasised that no eligible household should

be left out and called for better coordination among field-level officers to streamline the delivery process.
The CEM also underlined the importance of transparency and accountability in the implementation of welfare

schemes, especially in ensuring that food grains and other essentials reach the intended beneficiaries without
delay or irregularity.
The meeting marks an important step toward strengthening the public distribution system across the district

and reflects the KAAC leadership’s continued commitment to addressing the basic needs of its people effi-
ciently.

‘Very gross oversimplification
about how it views the other. Obviously, there will be an element of tactics to it. There’s a larger strategic

view that they have of each other,” he said, adding that “we would look quite honestly to see in what way are
our interests furthered in this landscape.
“I think in many ways, you can see that we have very strong convergences with the United States. At the

same time, we are China’s largest neighbour. We share a land boundary. We want stable relations with China,”
he said, adding that Beijing is a very large trade partner as well, even though it is an imbalanced trade.
“So for us, how to sort of steady the China relationship, create an equilibrium that is fair to us (and) at the

same time, how do you work the convergences with the United States and get the most out of it. I mean, that’s,
frankly, the way we would approach it,” he said. (PTI)

Raj Bhawan reviews NEP 2020
progress, identifying implementation gaps, and building consensus among stakeholders to realise the vision

of a dynamic and future-oriented higher education system in the state.
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, July 1: The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on
Tuesday staged statewide protests
in Assam, including major demon-
strations in Nagaon and Dhubri, to
condemn the alleged attack on
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma’s convoy during a Con-
gress-led protest in Golaghat on
June 30.
In Nagaon, a massive demonstra-

tion was organised by the district
BJP unit near Shahid Bhawan, draw-
ing participation from over 400 party
workers and senior leaders. 
According to an official state-

ment, Assam Labour Minister Ru-
pesh Gowala, Nagaon Sadar MLA
Rupak Sharma, and district BJP
president Ranjit Bordoloi were
among those who led the protest.
Addressing the gathering, MLA

Rupak Sharma said the Chief Min-
ister represents the people of
Assam, not just the BJP. 
“If the Congress can dare to at-

tack the Chief Minister today, it
raises serious concerns about the
safety of ordinary citizens if such

a party returns to power,” he said. 
Sharma called for protests to re-

main democratic and peaceful, ac-
cusing the Congress of displaying
desperation through violent con-
duct.
Minister Rupesh Gowala echoed

similar sentiments, describing the
incident as “clear proof” of the
Congress party’s disregard for
democratic values. 
“This attack exposes the deep

frustration within the Congress
party, stemming from its repeated

political failures,” Gowala re-
marked.
Meanwhile, in Dhubri, a parallel

protest was staged at Punch More,
led by Assam Cabinet Minister
Ranjit Kumar Dass. 
BJP workers and supporters

from across the district took part in
the protest, raising slogans such as
“Down with Gaurav Gogoi” and
“Congress’s goondaism won’t
work,” in reference to the Con-
gress MP whom they blamed for
the incident.

Addressing the gathering, Min-
ister Dass demanded a public apol-
ogy from Gaurav Gogoi, calling
the alleged attack “an insult not
just to the Chief Minister but to the
entire democratic ethos of Assam.”
Dass declared that until Gogoi
publicly apologises, the BJP in
Dhubri would not allow him to
enter the district.
Both protests concluded peace-

fully under tight security arrange-
ments. 
The BJP’s district units in Na-

gaon and Dhubri termed these
demonstrations as the beginning of
a wider campaign demanding ac-
countability, civility, and respect in
political conduct.
The party also reiterated its

commitment to upholding law and
order, warning that any attack on
constitutional authorities would
not be tolerated. 
Similar demonstrations are

being planned in other districts as
part of a coordinated response to
what the party described as “Con-
gress’s growing culture of political
hooliganism.”

BJP stages statewide protests over
alleged attack on CM’s convoy

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, July 1: In a unique ini-
tiative aimed at promoting awareness
and understanding of herpetofauna,
leading biodiversity conservation or-
ganisation Aaranyak organised a ‘Her-
ping’ session in Phumen Engti village
of Karbi Anglong district, Assam. 
Held on June 29, this marked the

first such field programme of the year
and was conducted with the active par-
ticipation of students from various ac-
ademic institutions. 
According to an official statement,

a total of 12 undergraduate and post-
graduate students from the Zoology
departments of Debraj Roy College in
Golaghat, International School in
Guwahati, and Arya Vidyapeeth Col-
lege in Guwahati participated in the
hands-on session. 
The programme was designed to

provide practical exposure to the
study of reptiles and amphibians,
while also fostering an understand-
ing of the ecological and cultural
context of biodiversity conservation
in the region.
The session commenced with a

classroom-style theoretical demonstra-
tion at the Aaranyak field station. 
Dr Jayanta Kumar Roy, a herpetol-

ogist associated with Aaranyak, intro-
duced the students to the basics of
amphibians and reptiles, including
their key identifying features and be-
havioural traits. 

This was followed by an overview
of field study methods and frog call
identification techniques, conducted
by Sourav Gupta, also from
Aaranyak.
Following the instructional session,

participants embarked on a guided
field exercise that began from Phumen
Engti village and stretched along the
Langkiri River into the community
forests of the Karbi Hills, covering ap-
proximately five kilometres. 
As per the official statement, the

students were able to appreciate the
rich natural biodiversity of the area
while also observing local practices
such as jhum cultivation — a tradi-
tional form of agriculture practiced by
the Karbi community. 
They were also introduced to sev-

eral wild edible plants, many of which
are known for their medicinal proper-
ties.
The session continued into the

evening with a night walk focused on
amphibian and reptile observation. 
Guided by local community experts

Sanjib Bey and Bidyaram Tokbi, par-
ticipants explored forest trails and
riverine habitats near the village. 
They observed and identified sev-

eral species including the Red-eyed
Frog (Ronga chakua beng), Indian
Skipping Frog (Pani beng), Cricket
Frog (Uisiringa beng), Assamese Cas-
cade Frog (Axomiya nijora beng), as
well as various reptiles such as bent-
toed geckos, garden lizards, and skinks
(Monikira).
The field walk provided students

with the opportunity to recognise
species both by appearance and sound,
helping them understand the intrica-
cies of herpetofaunal identification and
habitat associations. 
In addition to scientific exposure,

the session also facilitated interaction
with members of the local Karbi com-
munity who shared traditional conser-
vation practices and ecological
insights. 
Through these interactions, students

gained a deeper appreciation of the
role indigenous knowledge plays in
safeguarding biodiversity.
According to the statement, the ini-

tiative was aimed at fostering a holistic
understanding of biodiversity that in-
tegrates both scientific inquiry and cul-
tural perspectives. 
Aaranyak expressed that such field-

based educational activities play a vital
role in building environmental con-
sciousness among the youth while also
empowering local communities
through recognition of their traditional
knowledge systems.
The programme is part of

Aaranyak’s larger commitment to bio-
diversity conservation, ecosystem pro-
tection, and support for indigenous
communities in the Kaziranga–Karbi
Anglong and Manas landscapes. 
These initiatives are supported by

the International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN) – KfW and the
US Fish and Wildlife Service.

Students explore Herpetofauna 
in Karbi Anglong Herping session

RPF of NFR rescues 27 individuals in anti-trafficking drive

Demonstrations held in Nagaon and Dhubri; BJP leaders demand apology
from Congress, accuse party of promoting political hooliganism

Police raid hotels in Dibrugarh
over alleged beef sale

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, July 1: The 43rd
District Day of Kokrajhar was ob-
served with solemn pride and re-
flection by the District
Administration on Tuesday, com-
memorating over four decades of
cultural identity, resilience, and
transformation. 
The celebration, held at the Con-

ference Hall of the Office of the
District Commissioner, brought to-
gether senior officials, educators,
social leaders, and citizens to hon-
our the district’s enduring legacy.
In her address, district commis-

sioner Masanda M Pertin, IAS,
highlighted the district’s unique
historical and cultural trajectory.
“Kokrajhar stands as a testament to
resilience. 
Despite numerous administra-

tive, political, and demographic
changes, our district has held firm
to its distinct character and spirit,”
she said.  The Commissioner also
encouraged citizens to mark the
day by lighting lamps outside their
homes and illuminating govern-
ment buildings, symbolising unity
and pride in Kokrajhar’s journey.
Dr Banabina Brahma, associate

professor at Kokrajhar Govern-
ment College, offered a historical
perspective on the formation of the
district. 
She recalled that Kokrajhar was

officially declared a district on July
1, 1983, under the leadership of
then chief minister Hiteswar
Saikia. 
Prior to that, it functioned as a

sub-division under Goalpara dis-
trict during the tenure of chief min-
ister Bimala Prasad Chaliha. 
“This day marks not just an ad-

ministrative milestone, but a his-
toric assertion of our distinct
cultural and political identity,” she
noted.
Echoing similar sentiments,

noted social worker Sarbeswar Ba-
sumatary said, “Kokrajhar becom-
ing a district was a milestone for
the region. Today, it stands tall
with a unique cultural identity and
a strong sense of community.”
The occasion was attended by

SDO (Civil) of Gossaigaon Mridul
Shivhare, additional deputy com-
missioners Subhram Aditya Bora,
Wadiul Islam, Kabita Deka, assis-
tant commissioners, and other dis-
trict officials and staff.
As part of the observance, resi-

dents were encouraged to light tra-
ditional lamps in their homes,
turning the district into a symbolic
beacon of heritage and hope. 
The programme concluded with

a collective reaffirmation of
Kokrajhar’s commitment to inclu-
sive development, cultural pride,
and community-driven progress.
The event served as a reminder

of Kokrajhar’s remarkable journey
and its role as a cornerstone of cul-
tural unity and administrative evo-
lution in Assam.

Kokrajhar celebrates 43rd district day,
marking journey of identity and progress

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, July 1: In a concerted effort to
safeguard vulnerable passengers and combat
human trafficking, the Railway Protection
Force (RPF) of Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) has achieved a significant breakthrough,
rescuing 27 individuals—including 22 mi-
nors—during operations conducted between
June 25 and June 29, 2025. 
The information was provided in an official

statement issued by NFR on Tuesday.
According to the statement, RPF teams sta-

tioned across key railway stations within the
NFR zone acted swiftly and decisively in mul-
tiple rescue operations over the five-day period. 
The rescued individuals included 22 minors,

three men, and two women. 
All were safely handed over to Child Line au-

thorities, non-governmental organisations, par-
ents, or local police authorities for further action
and support. The rescue operations commenced
on June 25 and 26, when RPF teams based in
Katihar, Kishanganj, and Samsi successfully
rescued five runaway minor boys during coor-
dinated efforts. 
The minors were subsequently handed over

to Child Line representatives after preliminary
inquiry and counselling.
Continuing the momentum, the RPF team at

Kamakhya Railway Station conducted a rescue
operation on June 27, during which one run-
away minor boy was found and immediately
placed in the care of Child Line, Kamakhya.
A major success was recorded at New Bon-

gaigaon Railway Station on June 28, where a
team from the RPF Post rescued five minor
girls and one man. 
The girls were placed under the safe custody

of Child Line, Bongaigaon, while the man was
detained by RPF officials for further question-
ing and legal procedures.
On June 29, the RPF team at New Coochbe-

har Railway Station located a missing man and,
after verifying his identity and background, fa-
cilitated his reunion with his family members.
The NFR statement also highlighted the con-

tinuing success of the “Meri Saheli” initiative,
aimed at ensuring the safety of women passen-
gers, particularly those travelling alone. 
Under this initiative, dedicated RPF lady

squads remain actively deployed across trains
and platforms, providing assistance, support,

and a reassuring presence to women travellers.
RPF authorities affirmed their commitment

to ensuring a safe travel environment through
sustained vigilance, round-the-clock patrolling,
and the timely intervention of field personnel. 
The force reiterated that protecting women

and children remains a high priority in its pas-
senger safety and security strategy.
The recent string of rescues underlines the

RPF’s crucial role in safeguarding railway pas-
sengers, preventing exploitation, and coordinat-
ing effectively with civil society organisations
and local law enforcement to offer support to
those in distress.

Rubber stamp status of Darrang’s primary school management committees

Rajdhani halt at Diphu yet to be 
implemented despite approval

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, July 1: Despite re-
ceiving official approval from the
Union Ministry of Railways, the
proposed stoppage of the
12423/12424 New Delhi–Dibru-
garh Town Rajdhani Express
(Daily) at Diphu Railway Station in
Karbi Anglong remains unimple-
mented, drawing criticism from
local residents and public represen-
tatives.
Amarsing Tisso, Member of Par-

liament from the Diphu Lok Sabha
constituency, had formally re-
quested the railway ministry to in-
troduce a halt at Diphu, citing the
town’s importance as a key admin-
istrative and commercial centre in
the region. 
The request was submitted

through a letter dated July 20, 2024,
addressed to Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Union Minister for Railways, Com-
munications, Electronics & Infor-
mation Technology.
Responding favourably to the

proposal, the Union Minister ex-
tended his support in a letter (No.
2025/CHG/13/NFR/07/Part-1)
dated May 28, 2025, addressed to
MP Tisso. 
Subsequently, the Joint Director

(Coaching) of the Railway Board,
New Delhi, directed the General
Manager of North Frontier Railway

(NFR), Guwahati, and other rele-
vant divisional authorities to make
the necessary arrangements for the
stoppage.
However, despite the official

clearance and directive from the
Railway Board, no tangible action
has been taken by the NFR authori-
ties. 
There has been no communica-

tion or operational step from the
concerned railway divisions to ini-
tiate the sanctioned halt, leading to
rising public dissatisfaction.
The inaction has been widely

criticised as an administrative lapse,
with several local leaders and or-
ganisations questioning the ac-
countability of railway officials in
implementing policy decisions. 
Many have expressed concern

that high-level assurances are fail-
ing to translate into on-ground serv-
ice delivery. Residents of Diphu and
adjoining areas continue to face in-
convenience due to the absence of a
Rajdhani halt, despite the ministe-
rial approval. 
Public representatives and citi-

zens are now urging the Ministry of
Railways to intervene urgently and
ensure that the approved stoppage is
implemented without further delay. 
They have also called for ac-

countability from officials responsi-
ble for the continued inaction.

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, July 1: Minister Ru-
pesh Gowala chaired a high-level
review meeting at the Commis-
sioner’s Office in Nagaon on Tues-
day to assess the implementation
and progress of various develop-
mental schemes in the district. 
Senior officials from multiple de-

partments, including Labour,
Health, Public Health Engineering,
Electricity, Education, Women and
Child Development, Industry, and
Panchayat and Rural Development,
were present at the meeting. 
During the meeting, the Minister

closely reviewed the status of sev-
eral flagship programmes, including
the Tea Garden Labour Welfare
Scheme, the Jal Jeevan Mission,
and the Mid-Day Meal Scheme. 
He stressed the importance of

timely implementation, consistent
monitoring, and periodic evaluation
to ensure effective service delivery
and tangible benefits for the public.
Special emphasis was placed on

the welfare of tea garden workers. 
The Minister directed officials to

ensure that workers receive their
provident fund and gratuity benefits
without delay. 
He also highlighted the need to

provide access to clean drinking
water in tea garden areas under the
Jal Jeevan Mission and urged offi-
cials to expedite work in this regard.
The meeting was attended by the

District Commissioner, Additional
District Commissioners, and repre-
sentatives from tea gardens and
other stakeholders. 
Minister Gowala called upon all

departments to work in close coor-
dination to ensure the efficient roll-
out of government schemes and to
address any implementation chal-
lenges promptly.
Addressing the issue of child

labour in the district, the Minister
underscored the need for stricter en-
forcement of existing laws. 
He instructed officials to carry

out regular inspections and take
firm action against those found em-
ploying child labour. 
Ensuring children’s right to edu-

cation and protection from exploita-
tion, he said, must remain a priority.
The official press note stated that

the meeting marked a significant
step in advancing developmental
objectives in Nagaon, particularly in
improving conditions for tea garden
communities. 

Rupesh Gowala 
reviews progress of 
key welfare schemes 

HCDG college celebrates 60th foundation day

DIPR /D/HLT/50/2-Jul-25

Field programme blends scientific study with indigenous knowledge to promote biodiversity conservation
HT Correspondent

DIBRUGARH, July 1: Dibrugarh police on Tuesday
conducted a series of raids at multiple hotels in the town
following allegations of illegal beef sale. The crackdown
comes amid claims that certain establishments had been
selling beef openly for a prolonged period.
The raids were carried out at Shama Hotel in Kalibari,

as well as Kaiynaat Hotel and Afreen Hotel at Panch Ali. 
The operation was led by the Additional Superintendent

of Police, Dibrugarh, and was supported by a team of local
police officers.  Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) per-
sonnel were also deployed at the raid locations as a pre-
cautionary measure.

HT Correspondent
MANGALDAI, July 1: Allegations have emerged that pri-
mary school management committees in Darrang district have
been rendered ineffective, functioning merely as rubber
stamps in the implementation of government-sanctioned in-
frastructure projects.  The information was confirmed in mul-
tiple complaints received from local education stakeholders.
According to reports, the education department has allocated

various infrastructure-related works for primary schools in the
district, including the construction of kitchen sheds, installa-
tion of modern water filters, and erection of concrete boundary
walls.  While departmental contractors or vendors have re-
portedly been appointed to execute these projects, the funds
are being deposited into joint bank accounts operated by the
head teacher or school secretary and the president of the re-
spective school management committees.

HT Correspondent
DEMOW, July 1: Hem Chandra Dev
Goswami (HCDG) College, Ni-
taipukhuri celebrated its 60th Founda-
tion Day on Tuesday with great
enthusiasm and academic fervour. 
The commemorative event was

marked by a series of speeches and the

formal release of a significant publica-
tion highlighting the region’s over-
looked contributions to India’s freedom
struggle. The programme was presided
over by Bipin Dutta, President of the
College Governing Body, while the in-
augural address was delivered by Prin-
cipal Dr Birinchi Kumar Bora, who

reflected on the institution’s six decades
of educational service and community
engagement. Adding scholarly depth to
the occasion, Dr Sudhir Kumar Das de-
livered a thought-provoking lecture that
resonated with the audience and set the
tone for the intellectual significance of
the day’s events.
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Discord at Qingdao

Terror, oil, and Taiwan strain
China’s regional diplomacy
The recently concluded Defence Minis-

ters’ meeting of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation (SCO) in Qingdao,

China, on June 26, 2025, revealed the grow-
ing fissures in the delicate architecture of re-
gional diplomacy under Beijing’s watch.
India’s Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s de-
cision to withhold endorsement of the draft
joint statement over its omission of the Pahal-
gam terror attack marked a diplomatic snub
with far-reaching implications. The fallout:
no joint declaration was issued, an unusual
and embarrassing outcome for a multilateral
platform focused primarily on security coop-
eration.
According to the Indian Ministry of De-

fence, Singh also held a bilateral meeting with
his Chinese counterpart, General Dong Jun.
During this discussion, Singh stressed the
need for a "structured roadmap of permanent
engagement and de-escalation" to resolve the
lingering tensions between the two Asian gi-
ants. However, tellingly, there was no men-
tion of a permanent resolution to the border
dispute, a conspicuous omission that under-
scores the current diplomatic impasse follow-
ing the deadly 2020 standoff along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC).
Singh’s address at the SCO

wasn’t merely procedural. He
launched a thinly veiled attack on
Pakistan, urging the SCO to un-
equivocally condemn cross-border terrorism
and the sheltering of terrorists. Without nam-
ing Islamabad directly, he pointed to “coun-
tries using terrorism as an instrument of state
policy,” clearly referencing India’s long-
standing grievances against Pakistan’s role in
exporting terrorism, most recently manifested
in the Pahalgam attack that killed several In-
dian security personnel. The absence of any
SCO consensus on this issue highlights the
deep-rooted geopolitical fault lines within the
grouping.
Pakistan, a full SCO member since 2017,

enjoys unwavering support from China in in-
ternational forums. Their so-called "iron-
clad" friendship has repeatedly frustrated
India’s attempts to build an anti-terrorism
consensus within multilateral bodies like the
SCO. Moreover, the presence of Russia, an-
other key SCO member and India’s tradi-
tional strategic partner, complicates matters
further. Moscow’s growing proximity to Bei-
jing, especially after the West’s sanctions over
Ukraine, has made Russia less willing to align
with India against Pakistan. Iran and the Cen-
tral Asian republics, each with their own eco-
nomic and security relationships with China,
further add to the complexity.
Iran’s presence at the Qingdao meeting was

equally significant. Defence Minister Aziz
Nasirzadeh’s appearance marked his first for-

eign engagement following the recent Iran-
Israel conflict. His expression of gratitude to-
wards China was a subtle diplomatic message
to the West. Iran hopes that Beijing, with its
significant stake in Middle Eastern energy
flows, will take a more proactive role in de-

escalating regional
tensions. Nasirzadeh
publicly urged China
to help maintain the
fragile ceasefire and

to adopt a more visible role in ensuring re-
gional security.
This request comes against the backdrop of

growing Western anxiety over Iran’s threat to
close the Strait of Hormuz—one of the
world’s most critical maritime choke points
for oil exports. Roughly 20% of global oil
passes through this narrow waterway. The US
Secretary of State, Marco Rubio, in a recent
statement, indirectly called on Beijing to rein
in Tehran’s aggressive posturing. Rubio
pointedly reminded China that its economic
health is intimately tied to the uninterrupted
flow of oil through the Hormuz Strait.
China’s engagement with Iran has long

been defined by energy dependence. Beijing
buys nearly 90% of Iran’s oil exports, making
Tehran one of its top suppliers. Much of this
trade continues despite US-led sanctions, fa-
cilitated by China’s network of small, private
“teapot refineries.” These independent re-
fineries help Beijing skirt Western scrutiny
while keeping its energy lifelines open. How-
ever, despite this economic interdependence,
China’s security footprint in the Middle East
remains limited. Its responses to regional
flare-ups have so far been confined to generic
calls for restraint and dialogue, a policy line
that Iran now seems eager to see revised.
Amid these high-stakes diplomatic ex-

changes, President Xi Jinping’s announced

absence from the upcoming BRICS summit
in Rio de Janeiro adds another layer of in-
trigue. The South China Morning Post re-
ported that this would be Xi’s first-ever
absence from the BRICS summit since he be-
came president in 2013. Officially, the reason
cited is a scheduling conflict, and Premier Li
Qiang is expected to represent China at the
summit.
However, informed diplomatic speculation

suggests that Xi’s decision may also be linked
to Brazil’s invitation to Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for a state dinner after the
summit. The optics of Xi attending a summit
where Modi would likely be the central guest
of honour may have influenced the Chinese
leader’s calculus. Given the ongoing border
tensions and diplomatic irritants, Beijing
seems eager to avoid scenarios where India’s
international stature appears to rise at China’s
perceived expense.
BRICS, since its founding in 2009, has

served as a platform for emerging economies
to push for a multipolar global order, chal-
lenging the dominance of US-led interna-
tional institutions. Its membership has
recently expanded to include Iran, the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Ethiopia, and Indonesia,
signalling a clear tilt towards Global South
solidarity. China has been widely seen as the
driving force behind this expansion, aimed at
building a counterweight to Western geopo-
litical dominance. However, China’s assertive
diplomatic moves and simultaneous disputes
with several BRICS members—particularly
India—highlight the internal contradictions
within this coalition.
Another diplomatic flashpoint complicat-

ing China’s regional position is Taiwan. In a
speech series titled “10 Talks on the Country,”
Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te unequivo-
cally asserted that Taiwan is “of course a

country,” challenging Beijing’s long-standing
claim that the island is an inseparable part of
China. Lai’s remarks drew an immediate and
sharp rebuke from the Chinese Foreign Min-
istry, which denounced his statements as a
“Taiwan independence manifesto.” Beijing
reiterated its position that Taiwan’s future is
a decision to be made by the “1.4 billion Chi-
nese people, including compatriots in Tai-
wan.”
This rhetorical escalation comes at a time

when public sentiment in Taiwan continues
to diverge from Beijing’s narrative. Recent
surveys show that most Taiwanese now iden-
tify themselves as Taiwanese rather than Chi-
nese. Since 2016, the Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP), known for its pro-independence
stance, has won three successive national
elections, though it returned with a minority
government in 2024.
Taiwanese domestic politics now stand at

a critical juncture. In less than a month, sev-
eral recall polls will take place, targeting
nearly a quarter of the opposition Kuom-
intang’s (KMT) parliamentary seats. Histori-
cally, the KMT’s leaders fled to Taiwan after
losing the Chinese Civil War to Mao’s Com-
munists in 1949. Yet today, the KMT is per-
ceived as more conciliatory towards Beijing
compared to the DPP. The DPP, sensing an
opportunity, has already launched an aggres-
sive campaign portraying the recall vote as a
referendum on resisting Beijing’s influence.
In a recent video, the DPP urged voters to
“oppose the communists,” signalling that the
coming weeks could see a further hardening
of positions on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait.
In sum, the Qingdao SCO summit unfolded

under the shadow of multiple regional ten-
sions—India’s post-Pahalgam diplomatic
push, Iran’s call for greater Chinese involve-
ment in Middle Eastern security, Xi Jinping’s
sudden withdrawal from the BRICS summit,
and the volatile cross-Strait rhetoric over Tai-
wan’s sovereignty. China finds itself simulta-
neously navigating contradictory roles: as a
regional hegemon, a global economic power-
house, and a diplomatic interlocutor with
competing interests across its vast sphere of
influence.
With the SCO leaders’ summit scheduled

later this year in Tianjin, all eyes will remain
on how Beijing recalibrates its diplomatic ap-
proach. Will China manage to balance its
growing global ambitions with the conflicting
interests of its regional partners? Or will the
fractures seen at Qingdao widen further, com-
plicating Beijing’s quest for regional leader-
ship? The coming months will offer critical
answers. (The writer can be reached at di-
pakkurmiglpltd@gmail.com)

By: Satyabrat Borah 

India’s External AffairsMinister Dr. S. Jaishankar
embarked on a three-day

visit to the United States on June
30, 2025, marking a significant
moment in India’s foreign policy
engagements. The visit centers
around his participation in the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(Quad) Foreign Ministers’ meet-
ing in Washington, D.C., on July
1, hosted by U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio. Additionally,
Jaishankar will inaugurate an ex-
hibition at the United Nations
headquarters in New York titled
“The Human Cost of Terrorism,”
a poignant initiative to highlight
the global impact of terror at-
tacks. This visit, occurring
against the backdrop of complex
geopolitical dynamics, holds im-
mense importance for India and
the Indo-Pacific region. The
Quad meeting, in particular, is
expected to address critical is-
sues such as regional security,
counterterrorism, economic co-
operation, and technological ad-
vancements, while reinforcing
the strategic partnership among
India, the United States, Japan,
and Australia. This article ex-
plores the expectations from the
Quad talks, their significance,
and the broader implications of
Jaishankar’s visit.
The Quad, comprising India,

the U.S., Japan, and Australia,
was first conceptualized in 2007
but gained renewed momentum
in 2017 as a counterbalance to
China’s growing influence in the
Indo-Pacific region. The group’s
primary objective is to ensure a
free, open, and rules-based order
in the Indo-Pacific, safeguarding
the sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of nations. The timing of
this meeting is crucial, as the re-
gion faces multifaceted chal-
lenges, including China’s
aggressive maritime activities in
the South China Sea, territorial
disputes, and increasing milita-
rization. The Quad has evolved
from a dialogue platform to a ro-
bust framework for cooperation,
encompassing joint military ex-
ercises like Malabar, intelligence

sharing, and initiatives in critical
areas such as semiconductors,
clean energy, and infrastructure
development. For India, the
Quad serves as a vital mecha-
nism to strengthen its strategic
autonomy while addressing re-
gional security concerns.
The Foreign Ministers’ meet-

ing on July 1 is expected to build
on discussions from the previous
Quad summit held in Washington
on January 21, 2025. The agenda
will likely focus on reviewing the
progress of ongoing Quad initia-
tives and charting new strategies
to address emerging challenges.
Key areas of discussion will in-
clude enhancing maritime secu-
rity, countering terrorism, and
fostering economic resilience
through diversified supply
chains. The recent terrorist attack
in Paharganj, which claimed 26
lives, has underscored the ur-
gency of global cooperation in
combating terrorism. India,
which has long advocated for a
zero-tolerance policy toward ter-
rorism, is likely to emphasize this
issue during the talks. The Quad
nations are expected to explore
ways to strengthen intelligence-
sharing mechanisms and coordi-
nate efforts to disrupt terror
financing and networks, particu-
larly in light of India’s recent
counterterrorism operations,
such as “Operation Sindoor” in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.
Jaishankar’s visit to New York

to inaugurate the UN exhibition
on the human cost of terrorism
further amplifies India’s commit-
ment to raising global awareness
about the devastating impact of
terror attacks. Scheduled a day
before Pakistan assumes the ro-
tating presidency of the UN Se-
curity Council, the exhibition is
a strategic move to highlight
India’s concerns about state-
sponsored terrorism, particularly
from Pakistan. The event will
showcase the human toll of ter-
rorism worldwide, drawing at-
tention to the need for a unified
international response. India’s
consistent efforts to push for the
Comprehensive Convention on
International Terrorism at the UN

align with this initiative, rein-
forcing its leadership in advocat-
ing for global counterterrorism
measures.
Beyond security, the Quad

meeting will likely delve into
economic and technological co-
operation, areas where the group
has made significant strides. The
Quad Investors Network and in-
frastructure summits have
opened avenues for collaboration
in critical sectors like semicon-
ductors, critical minerals, and
clean energy. For India, these ini-
tiatives are crucial for reducing
dependence on China-dominated
supply chains and enhancing its
technological capabilities. The
Quad’s focus on climate change,
healthcare, and humanitarian as-
sistance also aligns with India’s
priorities, as it seeks to position
itself as a leader in sustainable
development and global health.
The discussions are expected to
pave the way for new agreements
and partnerships, particularly in
emerging technologies like arti-
ficial intelligence and quantum
computing, which are vital for
the region’s economic resilience.
The strategic significance of

Jaishankar’s visit extends beyond
the Quad framework. His bilat-
eral meeting with Australian For-
eign Minister Penny Wong on the
sidelines of the Quad talks is ex-
pected to further strengthen
India-Australia ties, particularly
in trade, defense, and education.
The Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement (CECA)
between the two nations, which
is under negotiation, could re-
ceive a boost, fostering deeper
economic integration. Addition-
ally, India’s engagement with the
U.S. under the new administra-
tion will be closely watched, as it
seeks to navigate the evolving
dynamics of U.S. foreign policy
in the Indo-Pacific. The Quad re-
mains a cornerstone of the U.S.’s
strategy to counter China, and
India’s role as a reliable partner
in this framework enhances its
geopolitical influence.
The broader geopolitical con-

text adds weight to the Quad
talks. While global attention has
been focused on conflicts in the

Middle East and Ukraine, the
Indo-Pacific remains a critical
theater for global power dynam-
ics. China’s assertive actions, in-
cluding its claims in the South
China Sea and its growing naval
presence, pose a direct challenge
to the Quad’s vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific. The group’s
ability to present a united front
will be crucial in deterring ag-
gression and ensuring regional
stability. For India, the Quad pro-
vides a platform to balance its
strategic interests while main-
taining its policy of non-align-
ment. By engaging with
like-minded democracies, India
can address security threats with-
out compromising its autonomy.
The Quad’s evolution into a

more action-oriented alliance is
evident in its recent initiatives,
such as the Indo-Pacific Partner-
ship for Maritime Domain
Awareness, which monitors ille-
gal activities in the region’s wa-
ters. The group’s commitment to
providing public goods, such as
vaccines and disaster relief, has
also strengthened its legitimacy
as a force for global good. For
India, participation in the Quad
enhances its global standing, po-
sitioning it as a key player in
shaping the rules-based interna-
tional order. The upcoming Quad
Leaders’ Summit, to be hosted by
India later in 2025, will build on
the outcomes of this Foreign
Ministers’ meeting, making Jais-
hankar’s visit a critical prepara-
tory step.
Jaishankar’s visit also under-

scores India’s proactive foreign

policy under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership. By
engaging with global powers and
multilateral platforms like the
Quad, India is asserting its role as
a responsible stakeholder in in-
ternational affairs. The visit
comes at a time when India is
navigating domestic and regional
challenges, including the after-
math of the Paharganj attack and
tensions along its borders. The
Quad’s support in these areas,
particularly in intelligence shar-
ing and defense cooperation, will
bolster India’s efforts to address
these challenges effectively.
Dr. S. Jaishankar’s three-day

visit to the United States and the
Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting
represent a pivotal moment for
India’s foreign policy. The dis-
cussions are expected to yield
concrete outcomes in areas such
as counterterrorism, maritime se-
curity, and economic coopera-
tion, reinforcing the Quad’s role
as a stabilizing force in the Indo-
Pacific. The inauguration of the
UN exhibition on terrorism high-
lights India’s leadership in ad-
dressing global challenges, while
its bilateral engagements, partic-
ularly with Australia, will deepen
strategic partnerships. As the
Quad continues to evolve, India’s
active participation ensures that
its interests are safeguarded
while contributing to regional
and global stability. This visit not
only strengthens India’s ties with
its Quad partners but also rein-
forces its position as a key player
in shaping the future of the Indo-
Pacific region.

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Dipak Kurmi

There is no let-up in ministry-making efforts on the part of
BJP MLAs, who by themselves have a comfortable major-
ity in the 60-member Manipur Assembly. Senior BJP

MLAs, such as, Govindas and Biswajit are holding parleys with
their supporters and other stakeholders. Speaker Satyabrata Singh
is reportedly active behind the scene. BJP MLA Kh Ibomcha re-
cently went on record saying that Manipur should have a popular
ministry before long. More meetings of BJP MLAs, excepting
seven who belong to the Kuki-Zo tribes, are likely. While these
are informal efforts at the level of BJP leaders, serious attempts
are being made by the Union ministry of home affairs (MHA) to
work out a truce between the warring sides, the Meiteis of the
Valley and Kuki-Zos of the Hills, before a popular ministry as-
sumes office. Manipur was placed under President’s rule on Feb-
ruary 13 after former chief minister Biren Singh was left with no
option but to resign on February 9 in the face of stiff opposition
of the Kuki-Zo political outfits and their civil society organiza-
tions to his continuation in office.  President’s rule is always ini-
tially for six months, which period is to end on August 12.
Inquiries by IPA from informed quarters suggest that MHA is
keen on seeing that the trouble-torn state has a popular ministry
before August 12 and thereby avoiding extension of president’s
rule for another six months.
Moreover, budget-related legislative steps too have to be initi-

ated so that the state has the authority which derives from a reg-
ular budget for a full fiscal year. Union finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman followed the usual vote-on-account route for the ini-
tial spell of six months of President’s rule. This issue has assumed
urgency as requirements of additional funds have gone up sub-
stantially because of additional expenditure on the large security
apparatus and large expenses that have to be incurred for arrang-
ing return to the original dwelling places of the 60,000 plus in-
ternally displaced persons. A K Mishra advisor (north-east) in
MHA, is scheduled to hold soon the second round of talks with
what has come to be known as the Suspension of Operations
(SoO) groups to straighten out matters relating to the number and
location of camps for Kuki-Zo militants coming under the
purview of the SoO arrangement.
It is not an easy job for the BJP central leadership to identify

a face who will be acceptable as chief minister also to the Kuki-
Zo communities. The domination of the Meiteis in the adminis-
tration and the resultant conspicuous under-representation in
governance of the Kuki-Zo personnel has remained a sore point
with them for a long time. They hold Biren Singh responsible for
manoeuvering an overwhelming role in the administration of the
majoritarian Meitei community. Also, the immediate past chief
minister has been scathing in his attack against the Kuki-Zos
about whom his position is that a large number of them are illegal
immigrants from Myanmar and Bangladesh and that they have
been regularly indulging in clandestine activity. A date for Modi’s
visit will hinge on when a ministry is sworn in before the con-
clusion of six months of President’s rule on August 12.

New Manipur govt
before Aug 12?

The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer some-
body else up. - Mark Twain

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s
US trip: Advancing Quad’s strategic vision

By: Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

The Amarnath Ji Yatra is a significant Hindu pilgrimage to the
Amarnath Temple in Jammu and Kashmir. For 2025, the Shri
Amarnath Ji Shrine Board (SASB) has announced that the Yatra

will take place from July 3 to August 9, 2025. The Amarnath Ji Yatra is
a test of faith, endurance, and devotion. It is more than a trek and a re-
ligious journey that tests your faith, your health, and your patience.The
Amarnath Ji Yatra is considered a sacred journey, offering devotees an
opportunity for spiritual growth, self-reflection, and connection with
the divine. Every year 'Amarnath Ji Yatra' is marked by 'Pratham Pujan'
which is said to summon the blessings of Baba Amarnath and attracts
a large number of devotees from all over the world. The Amarnath Ji
Yatra is a revered pilgrimage that showcases the devotion and resilience
of millions of pilgrims.
Every year, thousands of pilgrims from every corner of the nation

travel to the holy cave of Amarnath Ji  in Jammu and Kashmir. The cave
is located at over 12,700 feet above sea level and contains a naturally
formed ice Shivling said to represent Lord Shiva. The cave, located in
Sind Valley, is surrounded by glaciers, snowy mountains and is covered
with snow most of the year, except for a short period in the summer,
when it is open to pilgrims. This cave is famous for its ice formation,
with the main lingam representing Lord Shiva and two smaller ones
representing Parvati and Ganesha. As per the beliefs, the Amarnath Ji
Cave is where God Shiva was narrating Amar Katha to Goddess Parvati
and wanted to keep it a secret. Therefore, he left all his companions be-
hind. His riding friend - Nandi, the bull - was left at Pahalgam, the moon
atop his head at Chandanwari, the snake around his neck at Lake Shesh-
nag, the 5 basic essentials of life that he carried at Panchtarini and even
his son Lord Ganesha himself at Mahaguna top.
The 38-day annual pilgrimage is scheduled to start from the twin

routes — the traditional 48-km Pahalgam route in Anantnag district and
the shorter but steeper 14-km Baltal route in Ganderbal district — lead-
ing to the 3,880-metre-high Amarnath cave shrine. The decision to
shorten the pilgrimage period was made before the recent terrorist attack
in Pahalgam that killed 26 people, mostly tourists, and is unrelated to
any immediate security threat. Security arrangements for the Amarnath
Ji Yatra are comprehensive and multi-layered. Despite recent incidents,
including a terror attack near Pahalgam, pilgrims stood firm in their re-
solve to undertake the sacred journey. It is nice that security forces have
carried out an extensive joint mock drill along the Jammu-Srinagar Na-
tional Highway, as part of final preparations ahead of the annual
Yatra.Over 180 companies of paramilitary forces have been deployed
in the Jammu region, and CCTV surveillance has been increased at mul-
tiple points along the yatra route. Jammu police has also set up several
checkpoints across the city to bolster security arrangements and carry
out daily anti-sabotage checks ahead of the Amarnath Ji Yatra.
The Amarnath Ji yatra is an important part of Indian cultural heritage,

showcasing the country's rich spiritual traditions and diversity. The jour-
ney offers an opportunity for personal growth, self-reflection, and spir-
itual rejuvenation, attracting millions of devotees each year. Best
possible facilities are made available for the devotees with the efforts
of the Indian Army, Central Government and State Government Police
Forces along with NGOs and government provided services. To ensure
a safe and successful yatra, pilgrims must ensure to adhere to security
guidelines, including prescribed cut-off timings and restricted areas and
stay away from isolated areas and avoid taking alternative routes sug-
gested by drivers or local transporters. (The author is a freelance jour-
nalist and cartoonist who can be reached at dixitpatrakar@yahoo.in)

Faith in the Himalayas
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One in three Indian women have faced
child sexual abuse, Lancet study reveals By: Zia Sherrell

Dementia is a collective term that describes
various symptoms of cognitive decline, such
as forgetfulness, confusion, and changes in

behavior. It is not a specific disease but a group of
conditions characterized by impairment of at least
two brain functions, such as memory loss and judg-
ment.
Dementia is more common in females than males.

Potential factors contributing to the differences be-
tween genders are longevity, hormones, and genetic
predispositions, but the definitive reason is un-
known.
However, despite these differences, the signs and

symptoms of dementia in women are generally the
same as those in other genders. Early signs of de-
mentia in women may include memory loss, diffi-
culty with problem-solving, and changes in
behavior and personality.
This article explores the early signs of dementia

in women, when to contact a doctor, and treatment
options.
A note about sex and gender
Sex and gender exist on spectrums. This article

will use the terms “male,” “female,” or both to refer
to sex assigned at birth.
Early signs of dementia in women
In the early stages of dementia, people may still

maintain a degree of independence. They may con-
tinue to drive, work, and participate in social activ-
ities. However, they may notice subtle memory
lapses and cognitive difficulties impacting their
daily lives.
It might only be those close to the individual who

notice the subtle differences or through diagnostic
evaluations by healthcare professionals.
Common early signs of dementia include:
• Memory lapses: Forgetting familiar words or the

location of everyday objects.
• Difficulty with names: Struggling to remember

names when meeting new people.
• Task performance issues: Finding it challenging

to perform tasks in social or work settings.
• Forgetting recent information: Losing track of

material that was just read.
• Misplacing valuables: Frequently losing or mis-

placing valuable objects.
• Trouble planning or organizing: Increased diffi-

culty with planning or organizing activities.
What is dementia?
Dementia is not a single disease but a collection

of symptoms characterized by a decline in cognitive
function severe enough to interfere with daily life.
It damages brain cells, affecting their communica-
tion ability and impairing thinking, behavior, and
feelings.
Several diseases can cause dementia, with

Alzheimer’s disease being the most common.
Other types include:
• Vascular dementia
• Frontotemporal dementia
• Lewy body dementia
Early diagnosis and intervention can help manage

symptoms and improve quality of life, although no
cure exists.
Overall signs of dementia
Dementia symptoms progress over time, becom-

ing more pronounced and impacting various aspects
of an individual’s life. The progression divides into
early, middle, and late stages.

Middle-stage dementia is typically the most pro-
longed phase, lasting for several years. During this
stage, individuals with dementia will need more as-
sistance with daily activities and care.
• Memory loss: This includes increasing forget-

fulness of events or personal history.
• Mood changes: Individuals may become moody

or withdrawn, especially in socially or mentally
challenging situations.
• Confusion: A person may have difficulty recall-

ing personal information like addresses, telephone
numbers, and educational background.
• Disorientation: A person may experience confu-

sion about location or time.
• Decision-making: Individuals need help choos-

ing appropriate clothing for the season or occasion.
• Bladder and bowel control: This includes trou-

ble controlling the bladder and bowels.
• Sleep disturbances: Changes in sleep patterns

can happen, such as sleeping during the day and
being restless at night.
• Wandering: An increased tendency to wander

may happen.
• Behavioral changes: This includes personality

and behavioral shifts such as suspiciousness, delu-
sions, or compulsive behaviors like hand-wringing
or tissue shredding. In the final stage of dementia,
symptoms become severe, and individuals require
extensive care.
• Dependence: When a person needs around-the-

clock assistance with daily personal care.
• Memory loss: When there is a loss of awareness

of recent experiences and surroundings.
• Physical decline: A person may experience a de-

cline in physical abilities, including walking, sitting,
and swallowing.
• Communication difficulties: They may have dif-

ficulty communicating, though they may still say
words or phrases.
• Infection vulnerability: They may have an in-

creased susceptibility to infections, particularly
pneumonia.
When to contact a doctor
If someone has problems remembering recent

events or feels confused, they should talk with a
health professional. Likewise, if a friend or family
member notices these issues, they should seek med-
ical advice.
A doctor may ask the individual questions and

perform various tests to determine the cause of the
symptoms. They may also refer the person to a spe-
cialist, such as a neurologist, for further assessment.
Causes
Dementia arises from damage to brain cells, dis-

rupting their communication abilities. This inter-
feres with a person’s thinking, behavior, and
emotions.
Each brain region handles specific functions such

as memory, judgment, and movement. When cells
in a particular region become damaged, that area
cannot perform its tasks effectively.
Different types of dementia are linked to specific

brain cell damage in particular regions. For exam-
ple, Alzheimer’s disease involves high levels of cer-
tain proteins inside and outside brain cells, making
it difficult for these cells to remain healthy and com-
municate.
The hippocampus, responsible for learning and

memory, is one of the first areas affected, leading to
early memory loss.
Several risk factors can contribute to the devel-

opment of dementia, including:
• Age: Risk increases with age.
• Genetics: Family history can play a role.
• Lifestyle and heart health: Issues with cardio-

vascular health can increase the risk.
• Brain injury: Traumatic brain injuries can con-

tribute to dementia.
Diagnosis
Diagnosing dementia involves several steps:
• Medical history review: This usually includes

evaluating symptoms and family history.
• Physical examination: This includes checking

overall health and identifying potential causes for
symptoms.
• Cognitive and neuropsychological tests: These

include assessing memory, problem-solving, and
language skills.
• Imaging tests: MRI or CT scans are used to look

for brain abnormalities.
• Laboratory tests: Blood tests are used to rule out

other conditions.
Treatment
While there is no cure for dementia, various treat-

ments can help manage symptoms:
• Medications: Medications such as cholinesterase

inhibitors and memantine are approved for treating
dementia and may help slow progression.
• Therapy: Cognitive stimulation and occupa-

tional therapy can improve function.
• Lifestyle changes: Regular exercise, a healthy

diet, and mental stimulation can support brain
health.
Outlook
The outlook for individuals with dementia de-

pends on the type and stage of the disease. While
dementia is progressive and currently has no cure,
early intervention can improve quality of life and
slow symptom progression.
People with dementia can live for many years

after diagnosis. Treatments and lifestyle changes
help manage symptoms and maintain daily func-
tioning. On average, individuals with Alzheimer’s
disease live about 4 to 8 years after symptoms be-
come noticeable.
Prevention
While dementia is not always preventable, cer-

tain lifestyle choices may help reduce the risk:
• Maintain a healthy diet rich in fruits, vegetables,

and whole grains.
• Engage in regular physical activity.
• Keep the mind active through learning and so-

cial activities.
• Manage general health by controlling weight,

blood pressure, cholesterol, and diabetes and treat-
ing hearing problems.
• Stay mentally active and remain connected with

family and friends.
• Take care of mental and physical health, and try

to get good sleep.
• Drink less alcohol and stop tobacco use.
Summary
Dementia is a complex and multifaceted condi-

tion that requires early detection and proactive man-
agement. Recognizing the early signs of dementia
in women, such as memory lapses and confusion,
should prompt medical attention.
Through medical treatments, lifestyle adjust-

ments, and supportive care, individuals with demen-
tia can maintain a better quality of life and
potentially slow the progression of the disease.
(Courtesy: Medical News Today)
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By: Dhaval Desai & Durga Narayan

The increasing representation of
women in India’s economic data and
on e-commerce platforms highlights

the success of policies supporting women
entrepreneurs through credit, skilling, and
formalisation. However, it also reveals a
persistent policy vacuum that hinders
women’s empowerment and integration
into the country’s workforce. Does an in-
crease in the Female Labour Force Partici-
pation Rate (FLFPR) signal a
corresponding rise in ownership rights
and empowerment for women entrepre-
neurs? Has India’s traditional urban plan-
ning model—and the newer
technological push for ‘smart cities’—
democratised access to economic spaces
and enabled meaningful market integra-
tion for women entrepreneurs? 
This article argues that FLFPR must be

re-envisioned to ensure women have an
equal stake in spatial justice—including
ownership and co-governance of eco-
nomic spaces, access to trade licences,
physical markets, and procurement sys-
tems across the business supply chain. 
Easing Entry, Not Equity
The Union Budget 2025–26 allocated

over INR 3 lakh crore for self-employ-
ment, skilling, and credit access for
women entrepreneurs. This financial im-
petus aims to strengthen schemes, such
as the Prime Minister’s Employment
Generation Programme (PMEGP), the
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana
(PMMY), Stand-Up India, Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Antyodaya Yojana-National
Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-
NULM), PM Street Vendor’s AtmaNirb-
harNidhi (PM SVANidhi), and Startup
India—initiatives that promote inclusion
and ease of doing business for women. 
India’s Periodic Labour Force Surveys

show a consistent rise in women’s labour
force participation, with urban FLFPR
(for women aged 15 years and above, ei-
ther employed or seeking employment)
increasing from 15.9 percent in 2017–18
to 22.3 percent in 2023–24. 
For example, PMEGP, which offers

credit-linked subsidies to new micro-en-
terprises, supported 89,118 enterprises in
2023–24. PMMY, with its three-tier lend-
ing model (Shishu, Kishor, Tarun), has
expanded access to micro-credit for small
businesses and microenterprises. As of
December 2024, women had registered
2,20,73,675 MSMEs and micro enter-

prises on the Udyam Registration Portal
(URP) and Udyam Assist Platform
(UAP). Over 80 schemes exist across
ministries, financial institutions, and
startup missions. 
Still, most of these schemes focus on

entry—prioritising access to credit and
skills—without addressing the structural
barriers and gendered disparities in
India’s market economy. Women often
operate in markets planned and designed
by men without formal structures, or on
the urban periphery, lacking any negoti-
ating or co-governing stake. Markets sel-
dom offer gender-inclusive amenities
such as toilets, feeding rooms, or day-
care, which undermines spatial justice.
Furthermore, these schemes overlook
women’s structural exclusion from eco-
nomic negotiations and legal and regula-
tory frameworks—conditions critical for
equitable participation. These gaps signal
a clarion call to develop integrated poli-
cies that consider procurement pipelines
and co-governance, and reimagine ‘in-
clusion’ from visibility to active stake-
holder participation.
Illusion of Inclusion
India’s Periodic Labour Force Surveys

show a consistent rise in women’s labour
force participation, with urban FLFPR
(for women aged 15 years and above, ei-
ther employed or seeking employment)
increasing from 15.9 percent in 2017–18
to 22.3 percent in 2023–24. In the same
period, the worker population ratio (ac-
tual number of employed women among
the population) rose from 14.2 percent to
20.7 percent. 
Yet, despite these gains, women’s

work and entrepreneurship largely re-
main informal. India continues to lag
globally on FLFPR. In the World Eco-
nomic Forum’s Global Gender Gap
Index 2024, India slipped two ranks from
2023, scoring 0.641—below the global
average of 0.685. On the Economic Par-
ticipation and Opportunity sub-index,
India ranked 142 out of 146 countries,
scoring 39.8 percent compared to the
global average of 60.5 percent. 
Furthermore, PLFS data from 2017–18

to 2023–24 also show that self-employ-
ment among urban women rose from
34.7 percent to 42.3 percent, while regu-
lar wage/salaried employment declined
from 52.1 percent to 49.4 percent. Con-
sequently, their unemployment rate fell
from 10.8 to 7.1 percent. In contrast, the
Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector

Enterprises (ASUSE) 2023–24 found that
26.2 percent of proprietary enterprises—
mostly home-based, unregistered, and in-
formal micro units—are owned by
women. Yet they lack safety nets, scaling
support or infrastructural access. 
Therefore, to gauge women’s empow-

erment in India meaningfully and accu-
rately, a critical examination of the types
of jobs, their work conditions, and the
broader social and economic context in
which they operate must be readily
sought. Limited access to secure formal
employment, care burdens, and exclusion
from institutional networks often se-
quester women into self-employment—
not as a choice, but a necessity.  
In many cases, businesses are regis-

tered in women’s names to gain tax ex-
emptions, subsidies, or scheme benefits,
while male relatives retain control over
purchasing, pricing, and market expan-
sion. This ‘disguised ownership’ inflates
women’s entrepreneurship data, masking
the true extent of their participation and
control—up to 30 percent, according to a
multi-state survey. A 2022 NITI Aayog
report expressed a similar concern.  
Access to Supply Chains and Pro-

curement 
While the Government e-Marketplace

(GeM) aims to digitise and democratise
procurement, its stringent documentation
and compliance requirements—including
proof of turnover, experience, and origi-
nal equipment manufacturer (OEM) cer-
tifications—render it inaccessible to
many women-led microenterprises. The
mandatory vendor assessment process
adds further hurdles, widening exclusion
due to infrastructure gaps, digital illiter-
acy, and lack of procedural support. For
instance, GeM’s ‘Womaniya’ initiative
mandates a 3 percent procurement quota
for women-led micro and small enter-
prises (MSEs) and reduces transaction
charges. Nonetheless, women constitute
only 8 percent of the seller base. Even ex-
emption clauses require formal documen-
tation, placing the burden of proof on
women who often lack institutional
recognition. In 2024–25, women-led
MSEs generated INR 46,615 crore—less
than 1 percent of GeM’s gross merchan-
dise value of INR 4 lakh crore. 
Spatial Dynamics of Urban Markets 
Beyond economic parameters, zoning

laws, trade networks, market associa-
tions, and formal/informal gatekeeping
all shape physical markets. Existing pa-

triarchal market biases inhibit women from
having equal negotiation power, making it
challenging for them to establish, run, and
or scale businesses in such a complex,
multi-layered market ecosystem.  
The digital interventions under India’s

Smart Cities Mission (SCM) focus pri-
marily on beautification, surveillance,
and mobility rather than gender-inclusive
infrastructure. For instance, authorities
evicted female vendors in Mumbai’s
Dadar Market during a road widening
project without providing permanent
vending zones or vendor association
membership. In May 2025, despite being
SVANidhi beneficiaries, street vendors in
New Delhi were evicted as part of a city-
wide Safai Abhiyan (Cleanup Drive). 
Digital Markets: Opportunity or

Isolation? 
E-commerce platforms and digital

marketplaces have created numerous av-
enues for self-employment without obli-
gations to comply with stringent
regulations and informal gatekeeping in
physical markets. However, they also
digitise precarity. Many women selling
on platforms such as Instagram or
Meesho operate informally. They also
lack logistics support or Goods and Serv-

ices Tax (GST) registration, making them
ineligible for public tenders and restrict-
ing their ability to scale or access credit.
The 2025–26 Union Budget acknowl-

edged the vulnerabilities of platform
workers and launched the e-Shram por-
tal, introducing digital ID cards. It has
also extended the Pradhan Mantri Jan Ar-
ogya Yojana (PM-Jay) health coverage to
registered gig workers. However, these
measures fail to address deeper structural
issues—including skewed contracts, lack
of social security portability, and exclu-
sion from formal procurement and ven-
dor networks.
Towards an Inclusive Urban Economy
An inclusive economy must reimagine

cities not merely as growth engines but
also as spaces fostering equal access. Be-
yond participation, policies must uphold
women’s rights to co-own, shape, and
govern economic spaces by: 
• Reforming municipal laws and re-

configuring market redevelopment under
SCM beyond mere cosmetic upgrades. 
• Mandating participatory market plan-

ning with compulsory representation of
women vendors in official vending com-
mittees. 
• Ensuring women’s representation in

market associations that decide working
hours, space usage, rent, and infrastruc-
ture. 
• Reforming licensing and ensuring

tenure security, while expanding GeM’s
eligibility criteria for recognition. 
• Building gender-sensitive access to

gender-inclusive infrastructure, including
toilets and daycare facilities 
• Creating a Women’s Market Integration

Index to periodically track ownership, pro-
curement, access, licensing, and represen-
tation in decision-making bodies.
The question of women’s entrepre-

neurship is ultimately about urban equity
and spatial justice—about how women
move beyond mere ‘access’ to ownership
and co-governance of the spaces they
sustain. Despite their visibility as street
vendors, retail shop owners, or digital
sellers, the absence of spatial justice
stakeholder participation and right to the
city limits their power to influence how
markets are planned, designed, and gov-
erned. Budgetary and policy interven-
tions must encourage and prioritise a
participatory vision of the city—one that
considers women’s aspirations, imagina-
tions, and sense of belonging. (Courtesy:
ORF)

By: Nandita Banerji

Nearly one in three Indian women
and more than one in ten Indian
men were sexually abused before

the age of 18, according to a new global
study published in the journal The Lancet,
spotlighting a harrowing crisis of child sex-
ual abuse that often begins early in life.
The research, conducted by the Institute

for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the
University of Washington, analysed data
spanning 204 countries over three decades,
from 1990 to 2023. Data from the Global
Burden of Diseases, Injuries, and Risk Fac-
tors study was used to calculate the preva-
lence of sexual violence against children
(SVAC).
The study estimated that 30.8 per cent of

Indian women and 13.5 per cent of Indian
men experienced sexual violence during
their childhood, placing India among the
countries with the highest prevalence rates
for women. For young Indian adults aged
20-24, the numbers remain stark: 26.9 per
cent of women and 9.4 per cent of men re-
ported having experienced sexual violence
as children.
Globally, the figures are no less grim.

The paper found that 18.9 per cent of
women and 14.8 per cent of men world-
wide have been victims of child sexual
abuse. Of those aged 13-24 who reported
ever experiencing sexual violence, two-
thirds of girls and nearly three-quarters of
boys said it happened before they turned
18. The findings reveal that SVAC is not
only pervasive but alarmingly persistent
over time, showing little change since
1990. India, alongside countries such as
Costa Rica, Chile and the Solomon Islands,
recorded among the highest prevalence for
women, underlining that the crisis is global,
not regional.
The research showed that the vast major-

ity of sexual abuse begins before adult-
hood. Childhood and adolescence are not
just vulnerable years, they are the primary
years of risk. Across the global sample,
67.3 per cent of female survivors and  71.9
per cent of male survivors said their first
encounter with sexual violence happened
during childhood.
The researchers argued that these early

windows must be the focus of future pre-
vention efforts through safe schooling en-
vironments, better social support systems
and the dismantling of patriarchal norms
that enable secrecy and shame.
The true scale of the problem may be

even greater, the research cautioned. The
study adjusted for underreporting linked to
how surveys were conducted. For instance,
face-to-face interviews often yield lower
disclosures than anonymous methods.
In fact, 63 countries had no publicly

available data on sexual abuse against chil-
dren and even among countries with data,
most had only one year of usable informa-
tion, making it difficult to track trends or

policy impact. In India, while prevalence is
high, the frequency and consistency of sur-
veys remain patchy.
Boys are being overlooked
While sexual violence against girls has

long received attention in public discourse,
the study also finds that boys are signifi-
cantly affected, sometimes more than girls.
In countries like Bangladesh and Haiti,

the prevalence of child sexual abuse is
higher among boys than girls, challenging
entrenched assumptions and calling for a
more inclusive approach to child protec-
tion.
For Indian boys, the rate (13.5 per cent)

is just below the global average (14.8 per
cent) but still deeply concerning.
Entrenched notions of masculinity and

stigma around male victimhood contribute
to silence and underreporting, the authors
of the paper said.
The study revealed several global

“hotspots” where children are dispropor-
tionately affected. Among women, the
highest age-standardised prevalence of
childhood sexual violence in 2023 was
found in Solomon Islands (42.6 per cent),
Ivory Coast (32.4 per cent), Chile (31.4 per
cent), Costa Rica (30.9 per cent) and India
(30.8 per cent). 
For men, the highest rates were reported

in Ivory Coast (28.3 per cent), Bangladesh
(27.7 per cent), Haiti (26 per cent),
Botswana (27.1 per cent) and Nigeria (24.2
per cent). Looking at the regionwise num-
bers, in South Asia, India recorded the
highest female prevalence at 30.8 per cent,
while Bangladesh topped the male rates at
27.7 per cent, over twice the global average
for boys.
In sub-Saharan Africa, Ivory Coast re-

ported the highest rates for both girls (32.4
per cent) and boys (28.3 per cent), making
it one of the few countries where male
prevalence nearly equals female. Chile
(31.4 per cent) and Haiti (26.0 per cent) led
in Latin America and the Caribbean for
girls and boys, respectively. 
The Solomon Islands recorded the

world’s highest female prevalence at 42.6
per cent, while Laos had the highest male
rate (22.4 per cent) in Southeast Asia, East
Asia, and Oceania.
In Central Europe, Eastern Europe, and

Central Asia, Bosnia and Herzegovina
stood out with 14.7 per cent among women
and a reversed pattern, 21.0 per cent among
men, highlighting the male burden.
Among high-income countries, New

Zealand reported the highest rates for both
girls (28.8 per cent) and boys (22.8 per
cent). In nearly every region, young adults
aged 20-24 reported SVAC rates matching
or exceeding past averages.
The authors of the study stressed the

need for multisectoral responses, including
strengthening child protection laws, invest-
ing in survivor support services and ensur-
ing education systems are safe and
responsive. (Courtesy: Down to Earth)
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Pahalgam attack was act of 
economic warfare: EAM Jaishankar

Yunus urges
Bangladeshis to resist re-
emergence of autocracy

NEW YORK, July 1: The
Pahalgam terror attack was an
act of economic warfare
meant to destroy tourism in
Kashmir, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said, as-
serting that India has made it
clear that it will not allow nu-
clear blackmail to prevent it
from responding to terror em-
anating from Pakistan.
India has had a string of ter-

rorist attacks over the years
emanating from Pakistan and
in the wake of the April 22 Pa-
halgam terror attack, there
was a sentiment in the country
that “enough is enough,” Jais-
hankar said on Monday.
His remarks came during a

conversation with Newsweek
CEO Dev Pragad hosted at
the publication’s headquarters
at One World Trade Centre
near the 9/11 Memorial in
Manhattan.
Jaishankar said that the Pa-

halgam attack “was an act of
economic warfare. It was
meant to destroy tourism in
Kashmir, which was the main-
stay of the economy. It was
also meant to provoke reli-
gious violence because people
were asked to identify their
faith before they were killed.”
“So we decided that we

cannot let terrorists function
with impunity. The idea that
they are on that side of the
border, and that, therefore,
sort of prevents retribution, I
think, that’s a proposition that
needs to be challenged and
that is what we did,” he said.
Jaishankar is on an official

visit to the US and will travel
to Washington DC to partici-
pate in the Quad Foreign Min-
isters’ Meeting on Tuesday.
He commenced his visit by

inaugurating an exhibition in
the UN Headquarters titled
‘The Human Cost of Terror-
ism’, organised by the Perma-
nent Mission of India to the
UN.
He said that the terrorists

based in Pakistan carrying out
attacks against India do not
operate in secret and these are

terrorist organisations who
have the “equivalent of their
corporate headquarters in the
populated towns of Pakistan.”
“Everybody knows what is

the headquarters of organisa-
tion A and organisation B and
those are the buildings, the
headquarters that India de-
stroyed” in Operation Sin-
door, he said.
Operation Sindoor was

launched to target terror infra-
structure in Pakistan and Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir in
retaliation for the Pahalgam
attack that killed 26 civilians
and for which The Resistance
Front (TRF), a front for Pak-
istan-based terrorist group
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) had
claimed responsibility.
“We are very clear there

will be no impunity for terror-
ists, that we will not deal with
them any longer as proxies
and spare the government
which supports and finances
and in many ways, motivates
them. We will not allow nu-
clear blackmail to prevent us
from responding,” he said.
Jaishankar added that

“we’ve also heard this for too
long” that both India and Pak-
istan are nuclear countries and
“therefore the other guy will
come and do horrible things,
but you mustn’t do anything
because it gets the world wor-
ried.
“Now we are not going to

fall for that. If he is going to
come and do things, we are

going to go there and also hit
the people who did this. So no
yielding to nuclear blackmail,
no impunity to terrorists, no
more free pass that they are
proxies. And we will do what
we have to do to defend our
people,” Jaishankar said amid
applause from the audience.
Referring to the exhibition

at the UN highlighting the
devastating toll of terrorist at-
tacks across the globe, includ-
ing those perpetrated by
Pakistan-based terror entities,
Jaishankar said India believes
that “terrorism is actually a
threat to everyone, that no
country should use it as an in-
strument to further its policies
because, at the end of the day,
it comes back to bite every-
one.”
He stressed that the mes-

sage to the world has to be
that there should be zero tol-
erance for terrorism, that there
should be no circumstances,
no excuse, no justification
under which a country would
allow, support, finance or
sponsor terrorist acts.
He said India has been

dealing with terrorism ema-
nating from Pakistan for sev-
eral decades but it actually
started from the time of the
country’s independence in
1947 when within a few
months, terrorists were sent
into Kashmir and were de-
scribed as proxies and tribal
invaders.
“And then soon enough, the

Pakistani Army followed. So
we have battled terrorism, re-
ally intensive, for the last four
decades and we’ve had some
horrific cases,” he said, as he
referred to the 2001 Parlia-
ment and 2008 Mumbai terror
attacks.
During a Q&A session that

followed the conversation,
Jaishankar was asked about
President Donald Trump’s
claim that he used trade to
stop the recent conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan and
whether that has affected
trade negotiations between
Delhi and Washington.
“No, I don’t think so. I

think the trade people are
doing what the trade people
should be doing, which is ne-
gotiate with numbers and
lines and products and do
their trade-offs. I think they
are very professional and
very, very focused about it,”
Jaishankar said.
He said that there is a na-

tional consensus in India that
“our dealings with Pakistan
are bilateral.
“And in this particular case,

I can tell you that I was in the
room when Vice President
(JD) Vance spoke to Prime
Minister (Narendra) Modi on
the night of May 9, saying
that the Pakistanis would
launch a very massive assault
on India if we did not accept
certain things.
“And the Prime Minister

was impervious to what the
Pakistanis were threatening to
do. On the contrary, he indi-
cated that there would be a re-
sponse from us. This was the
night before and the Pakista-
nis did attack us massively
that night, we responded very
quickly thereafter,” Jais-
hankar said.
“And the next morning, Mr

(Secretary of State Marco)
Rubio called me up and said
the Pakistanis were ready to
talk. So I can only tell you
from my personal experience
what happened. The rest I
leave to you,” he said. (PTI)

WASHINGTON, July 1: The war of
words between billionaire Elon Musk and
President Donald Trump over the big bill of
tax breaks and spending cuts is heating up
again, with Musk claiming he may form a
new political party and Trump blasting the
Tesla CEO over electric vehicle subsidies.
The most prominent divide in the relation-

ship between Musk and Trump is the presi-
dent’s big bill. Musk ramped up his criticism
of the bill just three days ago, arguing the
legislation that Republican senators are
scrambling to pass would kill jobs and bog
down burgeoning industries.
Musk, who is also CEO of SpaceX, posted

on X on Saturday that the bill would be “po-
litical suicide for the Republican Party”.
With the Senate working its way through

a tense overnight session that dragged into
Tuesday, Musk suggested he will work to get
members of Congress who vote for the bill
out of their seats next year.
“Every member of Congress who cam-

paigned on reducing government spending
and then immediately voted for the biggest
debt increase in history should hang their
head in shame,” he wrote on X. “And they
will lose their primary next year if it is the
last thing I do on this Earth.”
The post was viewed 26 million times on

the social media platform.
A few hours later, Musk followed up with

a post claiming he will create a new political
party if the bill passes.
“If this insane spending bill passes, the

America Party will be formed the next day,”
he wrote. “Our country needs an alternative
to the Democrat-Republican uniparty so that
the people actually have a VOICE.”
Musk’s post about the America Party was

viewed 32 million times on X.
For his part, Trump focused some of his

criticisms of Musk on EV mandates and sub-

sidies. In a post on Truth Social early Tues-
day morning, Trump said Musk has known
that he’s against an EV mandate and that
people should not be forced to own electric
vehicles.
“Elon may get more subsidy than any

human being in history, by far, and without
subsidies, Elon would probably have to
close up shop and head back home to South
Africa,” Trump wrote. The President went
on to say that there could be some cost sav-
ings for the nation. “No more Rocket
launches, Satellites, or Electric Car Produc-
tion, and our Country would save a FOR-
TUNE. Perhaps we should have DOGE take
a good, hard, look at this? BIG MONEY TO
BE SAVED!!!” Trump posted.
Several hours later, while standing on the

White House lawn before heading to
Florida, Trump continued to discuss what he
believes is Musk’s displeasure with poten-
tially losing EV subsidies. “He’s very upset.
You know, he can lose a lot more than that,
I’ll tell you right now,” Trump said. “Elon
can lose a lot more than that.”
The President also cautioned Musk on the

Department of Government Efficiency, or
DOGE, which the billionaire used to lead.
“DOGE could be the monster that turns

around and eats Elon,” Trump said. (AP)

DHAKA, July 1: Bangladesh’s in-
terim government chief Muhammad
Yunus on Tuesday urged his country-
men to resist the re-emergence of au-
tocracy as he launched a month-long
programme to mark last year’s mass
protests that ousted longtime prime
minister Sheikh Hasina.
“We will observe this (July Up-

rising) every year so that we do not
have to wait 16 years for another
uprising again. We will do this
every year so that we can destroy
it immediately if there is any sign
of dictatorship,” he said. Yunus
said the celebration was not just a
matter of emotion or expression of
outrage but rather a manifestation
of vigilance so the autocracy or
dictatorship could be gouged “be-
fore it even shows its first leaf”.
He said throughout July and Au-

gust, the celebration would revive
every day of the last year for which
the young students, commoners,
rickshaw pullers, and workers
were martyred and injured. “We
will do this every year so that dic-
tatorship cannot raise its head
again in any way,” Yunus said.
The movement started in July

last year under a platform called
Students against Discrimination
(SAD), demanding reforms in a
controversial quota system for
government jobs, but turned vio-
lent, resulting in the ouster of the
government on August 5, 2024,
when Hasina left the country for
India on a military aircraft.
Yunus flew from Paris three

days later to take charge as the in-
terim government’s Chief Adviser
as the SAD nominee. He subse-
quently disbanded Awami League
and its students’ front, saying the
ban would remain enforced until
their leaders were tried.
Most leaders of the Awami

League and ministers of the past
regime, including several officials,
were arrested or were on the run at
home and abroad as the govern-
ment initiated their trial for brutal
actions to tame the uprising, leav-
ing several hundred people, includ-
ing students, dead. Hasina and her
regime leaders are being prosecuted
in Bangladesh’s International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT-BD), formed in 2010
for trying hardened collaborators of
Pakistani troops during the 1971
Liberation War on charges like
crimes against humanity.
According to a UN rights office

report, some 1,400 were killed be-
tween July 15 and August 15,
2024, as retaliatory violence con-
tinued even after the fall of the past
regime. (PTI)

War of words over big bill 
intensifies between Musk, Trump

ISLAMABAD, July 1:
Pakistan and India on
Tuesday exchanged the
lists of prisoners in each
other’s custody, with Is-
lamabad submitting names
of 246 Indian or believed-
to-be-Indian detainees, in-
cluding 53 civilians and
193 fishermen.
The Agreement on Con-

sular Access, 2008 requires
both sides to share the lists
of prisoners in each other’s
custody on January 1 and
July 1, every year, according
to a statement by the For-
eign Office.
Pakistan handed over a

list of 246 Indian or be-
lieved-to-be-Indian prison-
ers (53 civilian prisoners
and 193 fishermen) to a rep-

resentative of the Indian
High Commission, Islam-
abad, the Foreign Office
said.
“Today, Pakistan and

India exchanged, through
diplomatic channels, the
lists of prisoners in each
other’s custody,” the FO
said.
Simultaneously, India

shared a list of 463 Pakistani
or believed-to-be-Pakistani
prisoners (382 civilian pris-
oners and 81 fishermen) to a
diplomat from the High
Commission for Pakistan,
New Delhi.
Pakistan has called for the

immediate release and repa-
triation of all those Pakistani
prisoners and fishermen
who have completed their

respective sentences and
whose national status stands
confirmed.
“A request for special

consular access has also
been made for all believed-
to-be-Pakistani prisoners,
including the physically-
and mentally-challenged
prisoners for expeditious
confirmation of their na-
tional status,” the FO said.
“The Indian side has also

been urged to ensure the
safety, security, and well-
being of all Pakistani prison-
ers in Indian custody,” the
FO said.
Pakistan will continue its

endeavours to ensure the
early return of all Pakistani
prisoners in Indian jails, it
added. (PTI)

Pakistan, India exchange lists of
prisoners in each other’s custody

Page 6 July 02_Normal Pages  01-07-2025  21:30  Page 1



WEDNESDAY JULY 2, 2025 ARUNACHAL WINDOW /NORTHEAST                     THE HILLS TIMES    7

Arunachal Rural Livelihood Mission
signs MoU with Pahle India Foundation
for skill development collaboration

Tawang DLMC reviews development projects 
and welfare schemes in two-day meeting

HT Correspondent
TAWANG, July 1: A two-day
District Level Monitoring Com-
mittee (DLMC) meeting was
held on June 30 and July 1, 2025,
at the Conference Hall of the
Deputy Commissioner’s Office
in Tawang to assess the progress
of various ongoing developmen-
tal projects and welfare schemes
in the district. 
The meeting, according to an

official statement, aimed at
strengthening inter-departmental
coordination and addressing im-
plementation challenges to en-
sure timely delivery of public
services.
The meeting was chaired by

Deputy Commissioner of
Tawang, Namgyal Angmo, IAS,
and witnessed the presence of
Zila Parishad Chairperson (ZPC)

Leki Gombu, Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Lungla,
Tashi Dhondup, ADC Jang Sub-
Division, Hakraso Kri, and
Heads of Departments (HoDs)
from various executing agencies.
In her opening remarks, DC

Angmo emphasized the impor-
tance of expediting ongoing work
within the region’s limited work-
ing season, while maintaining
strict adherence to quality stan-
dards. 
She urged departments to set

achievable deadlines and work in
tandem to overcome logistical
and administrative hurdles.
“The working season in

Tawang is short due to climatic
constraints. Hence, timely and ef-
ficient execution of projects is
crucial. Departments must func-
tion in coordination to ensure

every project sees completion
within its scheduled timeline
without compromising on qual-
ity,” the Deputy Commissioner
stated.
ZPC Leki Gombu, while ac-

knowledging the developmental
efforts across the district, stressed
the need to improve access to fi-
nancial support and welfare enti-
tlements at the grassroots. 
He called for a special meeting

with all banks operating in the
district to ensure timely disburse-
ment of loans to eligible benefi-
ciaries and urged the district
administration to play a proactive
role in streamlining access to
government schemes.
During the two-day session,

representatives from various de-
partments presented status re-
ports and PowerPoint

presentations on centrally-spon-
sored schemes, state-funded proj-
ects, and flagship initiatives of
both the Prime Minister and chief
minister. 
Departments also highlighted

key achievements, bottlenecks in
implementation, and suggestions
for improvement.
The review covered a wide

array of sectors including infra-
structure, health, education, rural
development, agriculture, drink-
ing water and sanitation, and so-
cial welfare. 
Specific attention was paid to

progress under schemes such as
the Jal Jeevan Mission, Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY),
MGNREGA, and state-spon-
sored welfare initiatives.
The forum served as a vital

platform for discussion, where
departments shared best prac-
tices, raised operational concerns,
and sought support from other
stakeholders in resolving persist-
ent issues. 
Matters concerning fund allo-

cation, labour availability, con-
tractor mobilisation, and public
outreach were deliberated upon
with a focus on result-oriented
planning.
Concluding the meeting, the

DLMC reaffirmed its commit-
ment to transparency, timely ex-
ecution, and people-centric
governance. 
It stressed that all welfare

measures and developmental
works must directly benefit citi-
zens, particularly those in remote
and underserved areas.
The official statement from the

district administration noted that
such review meetings would be
held at regular intervals to moni-
tor progress, address gaps, and
ensure optimum utilisation of re-
sources in Tawang district.

New species of flowering plant found
in Arunachal, named after Nyishi tribe
ITANAGAR, July 1: Forest officials in
Arunachal Pradesh have discovered a new
species of flowering plant, Begonia nyishiorum,
in the high-altitude forests of East Kameng dis-
trict.
The species was documented during a chal-

lenging expedition by the Seppa Forest Division. 
Its discovery was recently published in the

prestigious international journal Novon: A Jour-
nal for Botanical Nomenclature, on June 23.
Named in honour of the Nyishi tribe, the

largest in the northeastern state, the plant stands
out for its unique crimson-fringed petioles, an
identifying feature not seen in any other Asian
Begonia, sources at the state forest department
said.
Chief Minister Pema Khandu lauded the

Seppa Forest Division for the discovery, call-
ing it a proud moment for Arunachal Pradesh
and a reaffirmation of the state’s rich ecologi-
cal legacy and global relevance in biodiversity.
“Congratulations to the Forest Division,

Seppa, on the discovery of Begonia nyishiorum!
A proud moment for Arunachal Pradesh as a new
species of flowering plant, Begonia nyishiorum,
has been discovered in the dense, high-altitude
forests of East Kameng. Published in the presti-
gious journal Novon, this find reinforces
Arunachal’s rich ecological heritage and global
significance in biodiversity,” Khandu said in a
social media post on Monday.
He also expressed his appreciation for DFO

Abhinav Kumar and his team, along with the Ny-
ishi community, whose traditional role as forest
custodians played an important role in the dis-
covery.

“With its unique crimson-fringed petioles, Be-
gonia nyishiorum is not just a botanical marvel,
it is a symbol of how much more remains to be
discovered in the Eastern Himalayas,” the chief
minister added.
The plant now joins the expanding list of rare

flora endemic to the Eastern Himalayan region,
further highlighting the area’s immense biodiver-
sity. This discovery also underscores the pressing
need for continued conservation and scientific re-
search in one of India’s most ecologically rich re-
gions. (PTI)

ELCCA rejects ‘German Road’, warns
of unrest over land encroachment

Police seize suspected heroin in targeted
NDPS raid at Naharlagun; one arrested

Hawkers protest illegal eviction, demand emergency PTVC meet

HT Correspondent
ITANAGAR, July 1: In a major
push to strengthen rural develop-
ment and employment-oriented ca-
pacity building in Arunachal
Pradesh, the Arunachal State Rural
Livelihoods Mission (ArSRLM)
under the Department of Rural De-
velopment has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) with
Pahle India Foundation (PIF), a
New Delhi-based public policy
think tank. 
The MoU, signed for a period of

three years, outlines a strategic col-
laboration aimed at promoting sus-
tainable rural livelihoods, building
institutional capacity, and imple-
menting evidence-based policy in-
terventions across the state.
According to an official state-

ment, the partnership will focus on
identifying skill gaps, conducting
comprehensive skill-mapping, and
developing knowledge-driven so-
lutions for rural communities. 
The collaboration will also in-

volve training modules tailored for
Self Help Group (SHG) cadres,
Rural Self Employment Training
Institutes (RSETIs), and Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen

Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY)
Training Centres. 
The aim is to create grassroots-

level implementation support sys-
tems through strengthened training
and outreach mechanisms.
As part of the agreement, the

two organisations will jointly con-
duct assessments to understand ex-
isting livelihood capacities and
gaps, with the goal of creating
scalable and replicable livelihood
models. 
In addition, the collaboration

will produce knowledge-based
outputs, including technical re-
ports, policy briefs, and academic
research that will inform govern-
ment programmes and policies. 
The partnership will further in-

clude exposure visits and learning
exchanges to enhance field-level
implementation across districts in
the state.
Pahle India Foundation will pro-

vide pro bono technical support to
the mission, while ArSRLM will
facilitate the operational aspects of
the partnership, including provid-
ing office space, logistical support,
and infrastructure for the founda-
tion’s team in Arunachal Pradesh.

Commenting on the MoU,
Sangeeta Yirang, APCS (AG),
Chief Executive Officer-cum-State
Mission Director of ArSRLM, said
the collaboration marks an impor-
tant step in strengthening rural re-
silience and economic
empowerment. 
She noted that the tie-up with

PIF will help bridge institutional
and capacity gaps and offer new
pathways for sustainable liveli-
hood creation. 
Ravi Pokharna, Executive Di-

rector of Pahle India Foundation,
said the organisation is excited to
support the state in applying policy
research to real-world rural devel-
opment challenges. 
He stated that Arunachal

Pradesh presents a unique oppor-
tunity to develop inclusive, com-
munity-led growth models that can
be documented and scaled.
The agreement represents a for-

ward-looking partnership that
combines on-ground action with
knowledge generation, aiming to
enhance the quality and reach of
rural development initiatives in
one of India’s most remote and
ecologically diverse states.

IMPHAL, July 1: The Eastern
Liangmai Chiefs/Chairmen Associ-
ation (ELCCA) issued a “firm and
resolute” statement in regards to the
“wish list” of the Kuki community
and the proposed construction of the
so-called “German Road” or “Tiger
Road,” intended to connect Kang-
pokpi to Churachandpur through
“Naga ancestral territories”.
In a statement issued on Tuesday,

the ELCCA said, “Let it be known
that there is no such road in the past,
present, or future recognized as the
German, Tiger or Lion Road in our
ancestral land”.  These names are
fabricated and hold no legitimacy in
“our history, tradition or land
records”, said the ELCCA. 
Any move to impose such ficti-

tious infrastructure projects within
“Naga territory” will be regarded as
an act of aggression and a blatant
provocation, it cautioned. 
“Any forceful or deceitful at-

tempt to intrude into our ancestral
domain under the guise of develop-
ment will be met with unrelenting
resistance. Let there be no illusion
that such actions risk triggering
widespread unrest and violence that
could lead to other communal con-
flicts in the region”, the Liangmai
body also said. 
Those who choose to ignore this

warning will bear full responsibility
for the consequences, it warned.
The ELCCA then called upon the

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to
act with wisdom and urgency. 
Supporting or permitting this

Kuki’s “wish list” would constitute
a reckless endorsement of territorial
encroachment and would severely
endanger fragile inter-community
relations in the region, it further
said. 
The Government of India must

ensure that no infrastructure project
under any name or pretext violates

the territorial sanctity of Naga lands,
it added.
The statement of the ELCCA

then said, “In the interest of lasting
peace and security, we also demand
the immediate dismantling of all
Suspension of Operation (SoO)
camps of Kuki militant groups lo-
cated in close proximity to Naga-in-
habited areas”. 
These camps pose a serious threat

to peace and remain a constant
source of intimidation and insecu-
rity for our people. Their continued
presence will not be tolerated, the
ELCCA stated.
The ELCCA then said the East-

ern Liangmai people are a peace-
loving community, “but we will not
remain passive in the face of deceit,
provocation, or occupation”. The
ELCCA added that “we are the
rightful guardians of our land, and
we will defend it by all means nec-
essary”. (NNN)

Deputy Commissioner calls for timely execution, 
quality control and grassroots outreach

SHILLONG, July 1: Members of the Megha-
laya and Greater Shillong Progressive Hawkers
and Street Vendors Association (MGSPHSVA)
staged a protest today in front of the secretariat
against the alleged illegal eviction drive at
Khyndailad and demanded an emergency meet-
ing of the provisional town vending committee
(PTVC) to rectify the flaws.
The protesting hawkers, supported by Thma

U Rangli Juki, alleged that the eviction drive
was unilateral and illegal, as it targeted vendors
who had certificates of vending.
Angela Rangad, speaking on behalf of the

hawkers, stated that the PTVC chairperson,
who is also the CEO of the Shillong Municipal
Board (SMB), authorized the eviction drive
without following due process.
Rangad emphasized that the hawkers had

gone to court demanding implementation of the
Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and
Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014 and
were working with the PTVC to implement the
law.
However, the SMB’s actions were contrary

to the law and would create more complica-
tions.
The hawkers demanded an emergency meet-

ing of the PTVC to address the issues and
warned that if the law is not implemented prop-
erly, it will be more dangerous and bring further
complications. They also criticized the deputy

Chief minister, who is in charge of urban af-
fairs, for not taking their concerns seriously.
“We have demanded that he summon the files

so that he understands where the process is at
the moment and understands why yesterday’s
action was illegal. We are also demanding that
there should be an emergency PTVC meeting,”
Rangad said.
Rangad also alleged that the SMB’s action

was a show to mislead the Meghalaya High
Court, which is set to hear a petition on July 3.
“I am telling you it is very obvious why they

are doing this. They want to create a spectacle,
they know the media will cover it, and they will
use this as a response to the petition in court. I
am certain the court will not be misled because
this is all a show just to claim that they have
taken some action. But the actions are illegal as
per the law. I am sure the court will not condone
this,” she said.
The hawkers have threatened to intensify

their protest if their demands are not met. “If
PTVC doesn’t straighten out these issues, we
will have to continue to protest because we will
not allow for an illegal implementation of the
law. You cannot misinterpret the law. That is our
stand,” Rangad further stated. (NNN)

HT Correspondent
NAHARLAGUN, July 1: In a significant break-
through in the ongoing crackdown on narcotics, a
police team in Naharlagun arrested a 23-year-old
man and seized suspected heroin during a targeted
operation conducted at Damsite on Monday after-
noon. 
The operation, launched based on specific in-

telligence inputs, led to the recovery of a substan-

tial quantity of suspected narcotic substances.
According to an official statement issued by the

Arunachal Pradesh Police, the raid was carried out
by a team led by Inspector Krishnendu Dev, with
support from Sub-Inspector Niri Rama, Consta-
bles Sanu T Raaj and Likha Akin, and Lady Head
Constable Nime Taba. The operation was con-
ducted under the close supervision of SDPO Na-
harlagun, Rishi Longdo, APPS. 
The team moved swiftly to the location follow-

ing credible information regarding possession and
possible distribution of contraband.
During the raid, the police apprehended a sus-

pect identified as Techi Lala, a resident of Rakap

Village in Papumpare District. 
A personal search was carried out in compliance

with Section 50 of the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances (NDPS) Act in the presence
of Executive Magistrate Khoda Bath. 
The search yielded a used syringe, an empty

vial, and a half-used plastic vial containing sus-
pected heroin.
Further inspection of the suspect’s vehicle, a

two-wheeler bearing registra-
tion number AR 01J/2244, led
to the recovery of 15 addi-
tional plastic vials hidden be-
neath the seat. 
These vials, containing sus-

pected heroin, collectively
weighed approximately 18.8
grams including the plastic
containers.
Following the seizure, a

case was formally registered
at the Naharlagun Police Sta-
tion under Sections 21(b), 27,
and 29 of the NDPS Act, vide
Case No. NLG/PS/C/No.
85/25. 

The accused has been taken into custody, and
further legal proceedings are underway.
Commenting on the arrest, Superintendent of

Police Dr. Nyelam Nega, APPS, reaffirmed the de-
partment’s unwavering commitment to eradicating
drug trafficking and substance abuse in the region.
He called upon citizens to remain alert and extend
cooperation to law enforcement authorities in their
efforts to build a drug-free society.
The police have urged the public to continue

sharing information that can aid in identifying and
cracking down on drug-related activities, assuring
that confidentiality and prompt action will be
maintained in all such cases.
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Citizens should register themselves as voters only
in constituencies they are ordinary residents:CEC

NEW DELHI, July 1: Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar on Tuesday asserted that el-
igible citizens should register
themselves as voters only in con-
stituencies of which they are ordi-
nary residents and not the place
where they own a house.
His remarks come as the poll

machinery in Bihar undertakes a
special intensive review (SIR) of the
voters list of the state, which is going
to the polls later this year. One of the
key objectives of the drive is to
identify “many persons” who
have, knowingly or unknowingly,
managed to retain multiple voter
cards of different constituencies.
Addressing a group of booth-

level officers here, the CEC said,
“As per the Representation of the
People Act, you are entitled to vote
only in the assembly constituency
where you are an ordinary resident.
For example, if you ordinarily re-
side in Delhi but own a house in
Patna, your vote should be regis-

tered in Delhi, not in Patna.”
Many persons are ordinary resi-

dents of one place and have got
their voter card from that location
while retaining their earlier card
from before migration, which, of-
ficials pointed out, is a criminal of-
fence. The opposition parties have
claimed that the exercise could de-
prive genuine voters of their right
and benefit the ruling dispensation

in Bihar. The electoral rolls were
prepared afresh through various in-
tensive revisions, either across the
country or in parts, nine times in
the  52-year period from 1952 to
2004 -- once nearly every six years
on average.
But this time the exercise is tak-

ing place after 22 years.
The Election Commission will

carry out an intensive review of

electoral rolls this year in six
states, beginning with Bihar, to
weed out foreign illegal migrants
by checking their place of birth.
Bihar is going to the polls later

this year, while assembly elections
in Assam, Kerala, Puducherry,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal are
scheduled in 2026.
The move, which would be later

expanded to other states, assumes
significance in the wake of a
crackdown in various states on il-
legal foreign migrants, including
from Bangladesh and Myanmar.
The Election Commission offi-

cials said although the poll author-
ity has addressed the issue of
duplicate voter card numbers --
same card numbers erroneously is-
sued to two different persons -- the
issue of many persons enrolling in
different places by giving different
unmatching details to procure
more than one electoral photo
identity card can only be resolved
through SIR. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, July 1: The BJP on Tuesday launched
a scathing attack on RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav over
his remarks on the Waqf Act, calling him a “Maulana”
and accusing him of polarising the society in Bihar on
communal lines sensing opposition Mahagathband-
han’s “imminent” defeat in the assembly polls due
later this year.
Doubling down on Yadav’s assertion that the oppo-

sition grand alliance in Bihar will consign the Waqf
Act to the dustbin if voted to power, BJP national
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia alleged that they want to
gain the power to bring Sharia law for the empower-
ment of one particular community only, unlike the
NDA which works for the progress of all sections of
society.
“These ‘namazwadi’ do not want Babasaheb Ambe-

dakr’s Constitution. They do not respect the Consti-
tution. They only want Sharia law…They want only
one particular religion’s empowerment,” he told a
press conference at the BJP headquarters here.
Accusing Yadav of indulging in “communal poli-

tics” with an eye on Muslim votes, Bhatia said,
“Those talking about consigning Babasheb’s Consti-
tution and law passed by Parliament to the dustbin,
people of Bihar will ensure that their communal poli-
tics is consigned into the dustbin.”
Yadav on Sunday claimed that the ruling NDA in

Bihar was “on its way out,” and the new government
in the state led by the opposition alliance will “consign
to the dustbin” the Waqf Act brought by the Narendra
Modi government at the Centre.
The RJD leader was addressing a ‘Save Waqf, Save

Constitution’ rally at Gandhi Maidan in Patna.

While lambasting Yadav for his comments, Bhatia
also questioned the RJD leader’s understanding of the
Constitution and the judicial process.
“Tejashwi Yadav, the opposition leader and former

Bihar deputy chief minister who failed in class ninth,
was saying yesterday that he will throw the Waqf
(Amendment) Act to the dustbin.
“I ask Tejaswi Yadav, a ‘namazwadi’, Maluna and

messiah of those who do appeasement, have you ever
read the Constitution? Have you ever fulfilled the
basic spirit of the Constitution?” he said, asking, can
any state government trash a law passed by Parlia-
ment.
Bhatia said the law passed by the Parliament is sub-

judice in the Supreme Court and accused Yadav of dis-
respecting the apex court by making such remarks
about the law.
He also accused the RJD leader of showing “anar-

chic tendency” and said the NDA will not let the “anti-
Constitution, anti-democracy, anti-Ambedkar”
opposition alliance succeed in pushing its “poisonous”
agenda. “What do ‘jungalwaad’, jungle raj look like?
Jungle raj looks exactly like Tejaswi Yadav and Lalu
Prasad,” Bhatia said.
“Under the first rule of jungle raj, the Constitution

and law are torn apart. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s Con-
stitution is shredded. And, (that) is exactly what Te-
jashwi Yadav is doing while being in the opposition,”
he charged.
Bhatia said that people have seen jungle raj in Bihar

during RJD rule in the state and rejected it, and would
continue to do so as they want development in the
state, not Sharia law. (PTI)

‘Maulana’ Tejashwi Yadav playing communal politics
sensing defeat in upcoming Bihar polls: BJP

NEW DELHI, July 1: The Union
Cabinet on Tuesday approved the
Research Development and Inno-
vation Scheme with a corpus of Rs
one lakh crore to spur private sec-
tor investment in research.
The scheme, approved by the

Cabinet at a meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
aims to encourage the private sec-
tor to scale up research, develop-
ment and innovation in sunrise
domains and in other sectors rele-
vant for economic security, strate-
gic purpose, and self-reliance.
The scheme aims to provide

long-term financing or refinancing
with long tenors at low or nil inter-
est rates to spur private sector in-
vestment in research, development
and innovation, I&B Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw told reporters.
He said the scheme has been de-

signed to overcome the constraints
and challenges in funding of the
private sector and seeks to provide
growth and risk capital to sunrise
and strategic sectors to facilitate in-
novation, promote adoption of
technology and enhance competi-
tiveness.
The initiative will also finance

transformative projects at higher
technology readiness levels, sup-
port acquisition of technologies
which are critical or of high strate-
gic importance, and facilitate set-
ting up of a deep-tech fund of
funds.
Vaishnaw said the governing

board of Anusandhan National Re-
search Foundation (ANRF),
chaired by the prime minister, will
provide overarching strategic di-
rection to the RDI scheme.
The Executive Council of ANRF

will approve the scheme’s guide-
lines, and recommend second level
fund managers and scope and type
of projects in sunrise sectors.
An Empowered Group of Secre-

taries led by the Cabinet Secretary,
will be responsible for approving
scheme changes, sectors and types
of projects as well as second-level
fund managers besides reviewing
the performance of the Scheme. The
Department of Science and Technol-
ogy (DST) will serve as the nodal
department for implementation of
the RDI scheme.  (PTI)

Cabinet nod for ` one lakh
crore scheme to spur 

private investments in R&D

NEW DELHI, July 1: With the
Modi government hailing Digital
India as a people’s movement that
democratised technology in 10
years, the Congress on Tuesday
claimed the fine print of its “lofty
claims” is marred by unfulfilled
promises, digital exclusion of the
marginalised, hurting privacy and
weakening transparency.
Digital India is a flagship pro-

gramme of the government
launched on July 1, 2015, by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi with
the vision to transform India into a
digitally empowered society and
knowledge economy.
Questioning the government’s

claims of the success of the initia-
tive that completed 10 years, Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge cited data like villages and
schools that are yet to get broad-
band connectivity, the rising debt
of state-owned telecom companies
MTNL and BSNL and a surge in
cyber crimes.
At the same time, the opposition

party sought to take credit for lay-
ing the foundation of several path-
breaking initiatives like Aadhaar
and UPI during its rule.
“The fine print of Modi Govt’s

lofty claims of ‘Digital India’ is
marred by unfulfilled promises and
false claims,” Kharge said in a post
on X.
As of 26th June 2025, under the

BharatNet project, a total of 6.55
lakh villages were supposed to be
targeted for broadband connectiv-
ity, but out of these, 4.53 lakh vil-
lages, i.e. 65 per cent of them are
yet to be covered, he claimed.
“The project’s deadline has been

revised at least 8 times in 11 years.
A meagre 0.73% (766) Gram Pan-
chayats currently have active Wi-
Fi services. When the private
players are opting for 5G, BSNL
has not yet completed its target of
deploying 1 lakh 4G towers. One-
third towers left to be installed,”
the Congress chief said.
Even after receiving three re-

vival packages worth over  ` 3
lakh crore --  ` 69,000 crore in
2019,  ` 1.64 lakh crore in 2022,
and  ` 89,047 crore in 2023 --  it
still lags behind private players,
Kharge said.
He pointed out that  BSNL’s

debt rose by 291.7 per cent, from
` 5,948 crore in March 2014 to  `
23,297 crore in March 2024.
“MTNL’s debt increased by

136.2%, from ` 14,210 crore to  `

33,568 crore over the same pe-
riod,” he said.
Kharge also flagged the issue of

“digital exclusion of the margin-
alised”.
He said 75.3 per cent of people

aged 15 and above in the country
do not know how to use a com-
puter.
“This includes 81.9% in rural

areas and 60.4% in urban areas,
highlighting a significant digital
skills gap. (NSS survey, 2020-
21),” he said.
Nearly 7 crore registered work-

ers were excluded from MNREGA
by imposing the condition of
AADHAAR-based payment, he
said.
Kharge further claimed that  54

per cent of government schools do
not have an internet connection, 79
per cent have no desktop com-
puter, 85 per cent lack a projector
and 79per cent do not have a smart
classroom.
He also alleged that it has hurt

privacy and weakened trans-
parency.
“None less than PM Modi him-

self, reportedly told Ministers &
Secretaries that India saw over 10
crore cyberattacks since the Pahal-
gam terror attack. Cybersecurity
incidents rose by about 76.25%
from 2020 to 2024. These cases in-
creased from 11.58 lakh in 2020 to
over 20.41 lakh in 2024,” Kharge
claimed, citing CERT-In data.
Between 2022 and 2024, digital

arrest scams and related cyber-
crimes in India nearly tripled, and
the money lost rose 21 times, he
said, citing replies to questions in
the Rajya Sabha.
TheI Act brought by the Con-

gress party is being weakened by
bringing a flawed Data Protection

Law, he alleged.
“We were told that demonetisa-

tion will reduce cash transactions,
but cash in circulation has risen,
even in the last year,” Kharge said.
“Narendra Modi ji, we need to

place on record that it was under
the then PM Dr Manmohan Singh,
that we created the Direct Benefits
through AADHAAR & UPI archi-
tecture, which has made India a
leader in Digital transactions.
“National Payments Corpora-

tion of India (NPCI) which runs
UPI transactions, was established
by the UPA government in 2009 it-
self,” he said.
First Direct Benefit Transfer

Scheme - PaHaL for LPG subsidy
to 9.55 crore beneficiaries was
launched by Congress-UPA in
June 2013, Kharge pointed out.
“So, instead of glossing over

National achievements, and trying
to seek credit for #10YearsOfDig-
italIndia, perhaps you should re-
flect on the multiple failures and
frauds inflicted by your govern-
ment,” the Congress president
said.
His remarks came after Prime

Minister Modi asserted on Tuesday
that the Digital India initiative,
launched a decade ago, bridged the
digital divide between haves and
have-nots, and democratised op-
portunity, stressing that it has be-
come a people’s movement.
In a post on LinkedIn, he said

that while decades were spent
doubting the ability of Indians to
use technology, his government
changed this approach and trusted
the ability of citizens to use technol-
ogy. Modi asserted that his govern-
ment used technology to eliminate
the gap between the haves and the
have-nots, he added. (PTI)

Unfulfilled promises, digital 
exclusion of marginalised: Cong 
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Digital India completing 10 years

MUMBAI, July 1: Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Tuesday announced a special investigation team
(SIT), headed by a senior woman officer, to probe the alleged
sexual harassment of a minor girl at a coaching class in Beed.
NCP legislator Chetan Tupe raised the issue through a point

of information in the state assembly.
Tupe said two people had been arrested and remanded to a

three-day police custody. He said the person protecting the ac-
cused needs to be unmasked. “Who is protecting the accused?”
he asked.
Responding to Tupe’s demand, Fadnavis stated that those

trying to shield the accused will not be spared.
“The SIT will probe the case in a time-bound manner, and

the guilty will be punished,” the chief minister said, adding
that a woman officer will head the prob team.
Two male teachers of a coaching centre were booked by

Shivajinagar police in Beed for allegedly molesting and sexu-
ally harassing a 17-year-old female student between July 30,
2024 and May 25, 2025.
As per the teen’s complaint, the two teachers used to call

her to the office of the coaching centre, force her to strip, and
indulge in obscene acts with her.
The issue took a political turn, with former Maharashtra

minister and NCP  MLA Dhananjay Munde on Monday alleg-
ing that one of the two persons arrested in the case was linked
to NCP (SP) MLA Sandip Kshirsagar. (PTI)

GORAKHPUR (UP), July
1: President Droupadi Murmu,
who inaugurated the Ma-
hayogi Guru Gorakhnath
AYUSH University in Uttar
Pradesh on Tuesday, stressed
the role of traditional Indian
healthcare systems and
lifestyle in the nation’s
progress.
She said that if the public re-

main healthy, the dream of
making India developed by
2047 can be realised.
“Today, India’s voice is

being heard across the world.
But to sustain that momentum,
every citizen must contribute.
We say health is wealth. If we
remain healthy, our dream of
making India a Viksit Bharat
and a Vishwaguru can be re-
alised by 2047,” Murmu said,
adding that the AYUSH Uni-
versity will be a key medium
in that journey.
Endorsing the traditional

healthcare systems, the Presi-
dent said that people must
adopt the Ayurvedic and na-
ture-based lifestyle alongside
the modern medicine. “It is
important to follow our age-
old traditions to maintain
health, even after taking con-

ventional medicine,” she said.
Lauding the high-quality in-

frastructure at the newly inau-
gurated university built at a
cost of Rs 268 crore in Pipri,
Bhathat in Gorakhpur district,
Murmu said that around 100
AYUSH colleges would bene-
fit through affiliation with it.
She said the university will

undertake education and re-
search to align AYUSH prac-
tices with international
standards and scientific credi-
bility. “Special emphasis will
be given on research to build
trust and global acceptance of
AYUSH systems,” she said,
thanking Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath for his vision of

the first such university in the
state. Acknowledging Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s role
in promoting yoga and endors-
ing its implementation in mod-
ern life, the President said, “To
empower ourselves physically
and mentally, we must practice
yoga. If done regularly, yoga
can reduce the need for eight
hours of sleep to just three
hours. Yoga may not be essen-
tial for those doing hard phys-
ical work, but it is a necessity
for office-goers who do not
perform physical activities.”
Murmu expressed confi-

dence that Mahayogi Guru
Gorakhnath AYUSH Univer-
sity will become a confluence

of tradition and modernity, and
play a decisive role in enhanc-
ing the scientific credibility
and global popularity of Indian
traditional medicine systems.
“Such institutions will help

AYUSH systems gain interna-
tional acceptance and
strengthen India’s soft power
in the world,” she added.
Governor Anandiben Patel,

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Minister of
State for AYUSH and Food
Safety (Independent Charge)
Dayashankar Mishra Dayalu,
local MP Ravi Kishan Shukla,
and other dignitaries were
present on the occasion.
Adityanath called the occa-

sion the beginning of a “new
era in health and culture” in
the state. In an X post earlier
in the day, Adityanath said, “A
new era of health and culture
is beginning in Gorakhpur. In
the sacred land of Mahayogi
Guru Shri Gorakhnath ji, the
inauguration of Uttar
Pradesh’s first AYUSH Uni-
versity in the august presence
of President Droupadi Murmu
marks the beginning of a new
age in healthcare
services.”(PTI)

President Murmu inaugurates AYUSH University in
Gorakhpur, endorses traditional healthcare and yoga

BENGALURU, July 1: AICC general sec-
retary and party’s Karnataka in-charge Ran-
deep Singh Surjewala on Tuesday ruled out
gathering any opinion on leadership change,
remarks that came in the wake of internal
bickering in the Congress’ state unit over the
matter.
Surjewala said that he has been meeting the

MLAs and MPs to understand the work done
by them in their respective constituencies.
“Some of you asked me are you taking

opinion on leadership change. The answer I
had given yesterday also and I am answering
again today-- the answer is clearly ‘no’ in one
word,” Surjewala said in a press conference.
Flanked by Deputy Chief Minister D K

Shivakumar, who is also the Karnataka State
Congress president, Surjewala said he had a
meeting with the party MLAs, MPs, MLCs
and party candidates who contested the as-
sembly and Lok Sabha elections.
He also said that in the next seven to eight

days he would meet all the MLAs.
Explaining the reason, the Congress gen-

eral secretary said, “We are meeting the
MLAs and MPs. We are trying to understand
from our MLAs what work they have done in
the past two years in their respective con-
stituencies. It’s important to review their per-
formance.”
“If I’m an MLA, I’m obliged to ensure that

my accountability to the people and the elec-
tion promises of the Congress party are ful-
filled in my constituency. So, I am asking my
MLAs to give their report cards,” he added.
The MLAs will also be asked about the sta-

tus of the Block Congress Committee, As-
sembly Congress Committee and the number
of party meetings they held from time to time,
the Congress leader said. “We are also asking
them (MLAs) what, if any, difficulty or aspi-
ration he or she has. Every MLA has some as-
pirations or some more work to be done in the
constituency,” he explained. (PTI)

Didn’t discuss leadership change with
MLAs, MPs in Karnataka: Surjewala

Fadnavis announces SIT to probe coaching class sexual harassment case
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Nagaland launches Phase 2 of
school safety compliance course

5202 / 21

Search ops underway to arrest gunmen
in Churachandpur ambush: Police

Tripura introduces e-attendance with 
shared location in govt schools: Official

IMPHAL, July 1: The Manipur
Police on Tuesday said security
forces have launched search oper-
ations to arrest the gunmen who
killed four people in an ambush in
Churachandpur district a day ago.
An FIR has been registered in

connection with the killing of the
four people, and security has been
tightened to prevent any escalation
of violence, a police statement
said.
“Operations have been launched

by security forces to arrest the cul-

prits involved in the incident. An
FIR has been registered in connec-
tion with the case at Churachand-
pur PS for further investigation,”
the police said.
At least four people, including a

72-year-old woman, were shot

dead in the ambush by gunmen in
Churachandpur district on Mon-
day.
The United Kuki National Army

(UKNA), a banned militant outfit,
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack, which killed three members
of another armed Kuki organisa-
tion that signed a peace agreement
with the government in 2008.
“Security measures have been

taken up to prevent any escalation
of violence,” the police statement
said.
The ambush took place near

Mongjang village, about five km
from Churachandpur town, around
2 pm on Monday, when three of
the victims were travelling in a car.
The three men died on the spot

inside the car, while the elderly
woman, who was passing the area,
was hit by a stray bullet. She suc-
cumbed to her injuries on the way
to the Churachandpur district hos-
pital.
The car has been brought to the

Churachandpur Police Station, an
officer added. (PTI)

A    

Manhunt launched after deadly ambush by banned outfit; four, including elderly woman, killed

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, July 1: The Naga-
land government, in partnership
with the Nagaland State Disaster
Management Authority
(NSDMA), school education de-
partment and NagaEd, has offi-
cially launched Phase 2 of the
Nagaland Disaster Management
School Safety Policy (NDMSSP)
Compliance Course, an official re-
lease said on Tuesday.
The course is a mandatory digi-

tal training programme aimed at
equipping teachers across govern-
ment and private schools with crit-
ical disaster preparedness and
school safety skills.
The NSDMASSP Compliance

Course was first launched on De-
cember 1, 2023, by chief minister
Neiphiu Rio.
During Phase 1, the initiative

witnessed 7,567 teacher registra-
tions, with 3,193 educators already
certified, highlighting the strong
initial uptake and enthusiasm for
the programme. As the programme
advanced into Phase 2, the focus is
on ensuring completion by all
teachers and expanding the reach
to new participants.
The Compliance Course is a

comprehensive, self-paced digital

training programme that ensures
teachers can gain crucial safety
skills without disrupting their reg-
ular teaching duties. 
Through interactive videos,

quizzes, and real-life case studies,
the course fosters a culture of pre-
paredness and resilience in the
state’s educational institutions.
“Ensuring school safety is not

just a mandate, it is a moral re-
sponsibility. Our collective effort
in digitising safety training ensures
that no teacher, child, and school

are left behind, regardless of loca-
tion,” said Johnny Ruangmei, joint
CEO, NSDMA.
Co-founder of NagaEd Kevisato

Sanyü said this initiative reaf-
firmed Nagaland’s commitment to
school safety and showcases the
power of digital learning to reach
every educator, even in the most
remote areas.
NagaEd is an education com-

pany that develops innovative dig-
ital solutions to enhance teaching
and learning experiences.

Nagaland to have 
rainfall till Jul 8: NSDMA Nagaland minister calls for continuedcentral funding for cooperatives

Licenses of 15 pharmacies cancelled in Niuland distTripura marks third successful
kidney transplant: CM

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, July 1: The Nagaland
State Disaster Management Authority
(NSDMA) said the state will experi-
ence rainfall in all the districts from
July 1 till July 8.
In its weather updates on Tuesday,

the NSDMA said the showers may be
accompanied by thunderstorms and
lightning in all the districts. Heavy
rain is also predicted for majority of
the districts starting from July 2 till
July 6. Kiphire and Tuensang are
likely to receive very heavy rainfall
on July 2 and July 3.
The NSDMA stressed that it is vital

to take necessary measures, including
avoiding lightning strikes and high
winds, during this period.
It also said road transport, commu-

nication and connectivity may also be
affected in the coming days. Due to
the risk of high precipitation in the hill
sector, Nagaland’s lowland and
foothill districts, including Dimapur,
Niuland, Chumoukedima, Bhandari,
Baghty, Tizit, and Tuli may be vulner-
able to inundation,  waterlogging and
flash floods. The NSDMA asked the
public to exercise caution to avoid any
eventualities during this period. 
It also directed all the district dis-

aster management authorities and
other line departments to remain on
high alert to safeguard lives and prop-
erty during the monsoon season.

KAILASHAHAR (TRIPURA), July 1:
The Tripura government has asked all gov-
ernment school teachers across the state to
share their locations after reaching their re-
spective schools, an official said on Tuesday.
Around 25,000 teachers, who are engaged

in 4,912 schools in the northeastern state,
have been asked to share their locations
from June, the official said.
The government had earlier introduced e-

attendance for the teachers. Since June, the
state government has asked them to share
their locations along with the e-attendance,
the official explained.
“E-attendance with shared location has

been introduced in all the government
schools. Earlier only the e-attendance sys-
tem was implemented in schools. But one
more feature - share location of teachers has
been inserted from June,” Unakoti district’s
education officer, Prasant Killikdar told PTI.
According to him, a teacher will have to

click the “share location” option on the dig-
ital device only after entering school prem-
ises. Otherwise, it will not work.

“Once the process is done, the headmaster
or headmistress will upload the presence of
teachers of a particular school on the school
management system, a digital platform.
After doing this, the entire e-attendance with
the location of teachers all over the state will

be accessible from the chief minister to the
secretary and director on a real-time basis,”
Killikdar, who is the joint director of the de-
partment said.
Terming the introduction of e-attendance

along with sharing location a good develop-

ment to ensure the presence of teachers in
their respective schools, he said the system
for recording the departure time of the teach-
ers has not been implemented yet.
For the students, the class teachers are up-

loading the attendance during school days,
he said.
Killikdar said the department has already

constituted two inter-district committees for
each district for conducting surprise visits to
the schools.
“The teams conduct surprise visits to

schools on a regular interval and submit their
reports to the district education offices for
forwarding them to the Director for taking
necessary steps to ensure quality education,”
he said.
All these initiatives have been taken to en-

sure transparency in teachers’ attendance in
schools for better results, he said.
Due to the constant efforts, the perform-

ance of the state government’s Vidyajyoti
(CBSE) schools not only in Unakoti district
but also across the state has improved this
year compared to 2024, he added. (PTI)

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, July 1: Nagaland PHE and coop-
eration minister N Jacob Zhimomi on Monday
urged the Centre to continue funding National
Cooperative Development Corporation
(NCDC)-sponsored projects like Integrated Co-
operative Development Project, which is very
popular among the farming community in the
Northeast
Attending the one-day national conference of

cooperation ministers of all states/UTs held
under the chairmanship of Union home and co-
operation minister Amit Shah at Bharat Manda-
pam in New Delhi, Zhimomi said unlike other
parts of the country, the cooperatives in North-
east are managerially and financially weak and
rely on government support, especially on
NCDC funding for taking up various business
activities. Zhimomi lauded the cooperation
ministry’s key initiatives like the national coop-
erative database in streamlining the database
and categorising cooperative societies across
various parameters.
This, he said, has resulted in aiding the state

government’s attempt to cancel and weed out
the non-functioning cooperatives.
Pointing out that one key challenge in com-

puterisation of primary agricultural credit soci-
eties (PACS) is the inability of the officials and
secretaries to effectively understand and adopt
the digitisation process, he suggested for de-
ploying data entry operators at each PACS for
a minimum period of three years, which will

provide sufficient time for the PACS to build
internal capacity and eventually employ opera-
tors at their own cost.
Zhimomi also raised some of the issues being

faced by PACS in expansion of activities under
initiatives such as Jan Aushadhi Kendra, Com-

mon Service Centres and Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samridhi Kendra.
Later in the day, Zhimomi planted some

saplings at the Nagaland guest house in New
Delhi as part of ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ cam-
paign. 

Teachers in Tripura govt schools must now share live location with e-attendance to ensure transparency

IMPHAL, July 1: Security forces arrested three militants of various
proscribed outfits in Manipur for allegedly being involved in extor-
tion activities in Imphal East and Thoubal districts, police said on
Tuesday. One active cadre of the banned United National Liberation
Front (P) was apprehended from the Khurai Kongpal area in Imphal
East district on Monday, a senior officer said.
“The militant was accused of illegally settling issues through kan-

garoo courts in matters related to land disputes, crimes against
women, and recovery of loan money in valley areas,” he said.
An active cadre of the proscribed Kangleipak Communist Party

(PWG) was also arrested from the Leirongthel Pitra area in Thoubal
district on Sunday, the officer said.
The militant was allegedly involved in extortion activities, kid-

napping and recruiting new cadres for the outfit, he said.
One active cadre of the outlawed Prepak (Pro) was apprehended

from the Charangpat Mamang Leikai area in Thoubal district on
Monday. He was also accused of being involved in extortion, threat-
ening people and kidnapping in Thoubal.
Security forces have been conducting search operations in Ma-

nipur since ethnic violence broke out two years ago.
More than 260 people have been killed and thousands rendered

homeless in ethnic violence between Meiteis and Kuki-Zo groups
since May 2023. The Centre had on February 13 imposed the Presi-
dent’s rule in Manipur after Chief Minister N Biren Singh resigned.
The state assembly, which has a tenure till 2027, has been put

under suspended animation. (PTI)

SHILLONG, July 1: A court in Meghalaya’s Shillong has sen-
tenced a man to 25 years of rigorous imprisonment for sexually as-
saulting a girl five years ago, an official said on Tuesday.
Special POCSO Judge MK Lyngdoh on Monday pronounced Tei-

boklang Wahlang guilty of sexually assaulting the minor in 2020
and sentenced him to 25 years of rigorous imprisonment, they said.
The hearing of the case was last held on June 25.
The court also imposed a fine of ` 50,000 under Section 6 of the

POCSO Act. In case of default in payment, he will have to serve an
additional six months in prison, according to East Khasi Hills Dis-
trict SP Vivek Syiem.
According to the police, the convict had assaulted the girl in 2020

and was arrested and charged with sexual assault and criminal in-
timidation. He was booked under various sections of the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act and section 506 of
the IPC. (PTI)

AIZAWL, July 1: A Myanmar national has been arrested after
banned Methamphetamine tablets worth over ` 6.67 crore were
seized from his possession in east Mizoram’s Champhai district,
Assam Rifles said in a statement on Tuesday.
Acting on a tip-off, the paramilitary force, in collaboration with

the Mizoram Police, set up a check post at Zokhawthar village in the
district on June 29, and the team, while conducting a thorough search
of a suspected individual, recovered 20,200 Methamphetamine
tablets weighing 2.22 kg, it said. The seized tablets from the peddler
are valued at over ` 6.67 crore, it said.
Methamphetamine tablets are a highly addictive stimulant that af-

fects the central nervous system, and these are banned in India.
The accused is a Myanmar national and the recovered Meth tablets

were handed over to Mizoram Police at Zokhawthar for further in-
vestigation and legal proceedings, the statement added. (PTI)

MAIRANG (MEGHALAYA), July 1: A 25-year-old man was ar-
rested for allegedly killing his girlfriend by slitting her throat in front
of her father in Meghalaya’s Eastern West Khasi Hills district, police
said on Tuesday.
The incident took place on Monday evening when the woman,

along with his father, went to a market in Mairang Pyndengumiong
village to sell their farm produce, a senior officer said.
The deceased was identified as Phyrnailin Kharsyntiew, a resident

of Mawkhap village.
According to the police officer, eyewitnesses said the accused ap-

proached them and got engaged in an argument with the woman.
“All of a sudden, the man slit the throat of her girlfriend. The

woman was immediately taken to Mairang Civil Hospital, where
doctors declared her dead,” the officer said.
Locals managed to apprehend the accused as he tried to flee the

spot, and he was subsequently handed over to the police.
The police have registered a case, and the investigation is under-

way, the officer said.
“The motive behind the murder seems to be a personal dispute,

but all angles are being looked into,” he said.
The woman’s father said the man vented his anger by killing his

daughter, as she did not want to continue the relationship.
The incident has triggered outrage in the district as locals de-

manded justice for the woman. (PTI)

Three militants arrested in Manipur

Man sentenced for 25 years 
for sexually assaulting girl 

Banned Meth tablets seized in 
Mizoram, Myanmar national held

Man kills girlfriend by slitting 
her throat, held in Meghalaya

HT Correspondent
AGARTALA, July 1: On the eve of National Doctors’ Day, Tripura
Chief Minister and Health Minister Manik Saha announced the successful
completion of the state’s third kidney transplant, marking another mile-
stone in the state’s advancing healthcare sector.
The transplant was carried out by a team of doctors at Agartala Gov-

ernment Medical College (AGMC) and GB Pant Hospital, in collabora-
tion with experts from Shija Hospitals and Research Institute, Manipur.
Expressing his pride, Saha said, “As we prepare to celebrate Doctors’

Day tomorrow, I’m delighted to share that our doctors have successfully
performed the state’s third kidney transplant. Both the donor and recipient
are currently stable.”
Saha hailed the accomplishment as a testament to the medical team’s

skill and relentless commitment, adding that it reflects the growing ca-
pabilities of Tripura’s healthcare system. Tripura entered the field of organ
transplantation less than a year ago, performing its first kidney transplant
at AGMC & GBP Hospital in July 2024.

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, July 1: The State
Drugs Control Administration
(SDCA) cancelled the licenses
of 15 pharmacies under Niuland
district in Nagaland for not
complying with regulatory re-
quirements.
In an effort to regulate pharma-

cies in the state as per the Drugs
and Cosmetic Act, 1940 and
Rules 1945A, a joint team of the
Niuland district administration,
police and Dimapur chief medical
officer’s office, led by assistant
drugs controller Martemjen
Longkumer and drugs control of-
ficer Boto Sema, carried out an
inspection of pharmacies in the

district on Tuesday.
As per the order issued by the

State Drugs Control Administra-
tion, the licenses of the 15 phar-
macies were cancelled during the
joint enforcement drive for non-
compliance with the show cause
notices issued to them for violat-
ing Rule 65(2) of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules 1945 and Sec-
tion 42 of the Pharmacy Act
1948.
Nagaland health and family

welfare minister P Paiwang
Konyak earlier directed the State
Drug Control Administration to
immediately shut down all phar-
macies found operating without
registration, licence or operated

by unqualified pharmacists.
In April, in a major three-day

crackdown on pharmacies operat-
ing without licensed personnel,
the licenses of 54 pharmacies in
Mokokchung town were can-
celled by the authorities.
Drugs licenses of 24 retail

pharmacies in Dimapur and Chü-
moukedima districts were can-
celled in February due to
non-compliance with Rule 65 of
the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules,
1945.
The move followed repeated

notices and extended deadlines to
the pharmacies for employing
registered pharmacists, which
were not complied.
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MUMBAI, July 1: Streaming service
Prime Video on Tuesday announced the
fourth and final of its International
Emmy-nominated series "Four More
Shots Please!".
The quartet of actors Sayani Gupta,

Kirti Kulhari, Bani J and Maanvi
Gagroo are returning for the fourth
chapter, which will premiere soon on
Prime Video, a press release said.
Created by Rangita Pritish Nandy and

Ishita Pritish Nandy, the fourth season
promises a "joyful celebration of iden-
tity, independence and unbreakable
friendship".
“This time, Damini, Anjana, Siddhi

and Umang are going to discover that
they can be their own number ones be-
cause joy is not a privilege, it's a
way of life,” Prime

Video
said in a
statement.

According to the makers, the finale
will also introduce new cast members
and feature the show's signature “girls
trips,” adding fresh chemistry and
chaos to the mix. The show also fea-
tures Lisa Ray, Prateik Smita Patil, Ra-
jeev Siddhartha, Ankur Rathee and
Milind Soman.
Written by Devika Bhagat with dia-

logues by Ishita Moitra, the final season
is directed by Arunima Sharma and
Neha Parti Matiyani.
"Four More Shots Please!" is pro-

duced by Pritish Nandy Communica-
tions.  (PTI) 

Prime Video announces
fourth and final season of
‘Four More Shots Please!’

NEW DELHI, July 1: "Housefull
5", starring Akshay Kumar, Nana
Patekar and Jacqueline Fernandez
among others, has crossed Rs 300
crore with its worldwide box office
collection. Produced under Sajid Na-
diadwala's production banner Nadi-
adwala Grandson Entertainment, the
film has been directed by Tarun
Mansukhani of "Dostana" fame. It
released in theatres worldwide on
June 6 in two parts "Housefull 5A"
and "Housefull 5B".
While both versions have the same

beginnings, the last 20 minutes of
climax differ.

The total domestic box office col-
lection of the film has crossed ` 200
crore with worldwide gross box of-
fice collection reaching over ` 300
crore, according to a press note.
"Housefull 5" is the fifth install-

ment of the "Housefull" franchise,
which began in 2010. Following, the
films released in 2012, 2016, and
2019 respectively.
The film also stars Nargis Fakhri,

Soundarya Sharma, Jackie Shroff,
Riteish Deshmukh, Fardeen Khan,
Sanjay Dutt and Punjabi actor
Sonam Bajwa, who made her Bolly-
wood debut with it. (PTI)

AKSHAY KUMAR-
STARRER 
‘HOUSEFULL 5’
EARNS OVER 
` 300 CRORE AT
BOX OFFICE

NEW DELHI, July 1: (PTI) Actor
Kajol says she isn't a fan of horror
films and will be watching "Maa",
her own entry in the genre,
solely for professional reasons.
"Maa", directed by Vishal

Furia, is the first horror proj-
ect of Kajol's career of over
30 years. The movie shares
the same universe with the
2023 movie "Shaitaan",
which featured her actor-hus-
band Ajay Devgn.
"I don't watch horror

films. I have watched a lot
of big films. I'm not a hor-
ror film aficionado at all. 
"I haven't watched 'Maa'

yet. Only in parts with lots
of green screens behind me
so that I don't get scared,
and no background music,
or anything like that. (But) I
really have to watch it, for
professional reasons," the
50-year-old actor told PTI in
an interview here.
As an actor, Kajol had ini-

tially assumed working on a
horror film would be no dif-
ferent from any other genre.
"It was a very interesting

experience, actually, it was
not something that I had done
before. I always assumed
working on the horror genre
was the same as working in
any other film, and I was com-
pletely wrong.
"Horror has a pitch when

you are acting, and the pitch is
completely different from reg-
ular movies. It's not a rom-
com, it's not a love story, or it's
not a drama. Vishal and I used
to have long conversations
where we were like, 'no, this is
not the pitch. You have to keep
it at this pitch.' And that was re-
ally emotionally draining... to
keep it at that pitch constantly,"
she added. 
"Maa" features Kajol as Am-

bika, a woman leading a happy
life with her husband, and
daughter Shweta. 
When the mother-daughter

pair travel to Chandrapur in West
Bengal to sell the ancestral bungalow,
they confront the eerie traditions and
tightly held secrets of the village and
are drawn into a chilling web of fear,
superstition, and something even
darker, according to the official plot-
line.
Kajol said the movie was initially

conceptualised as a tight thriller but
during the development process, the
makers realised the need to add a hor-
ror element to it.
"We didn't start out to do a horror

film... but by the time the script came
out, we realised that the characters
and situations had become so big, that
we needed a bigger platform to do jus-
tice to them, and to climax for them. 
"As it was, the audience would not

have been satisfied if we had come out
with a very simplistic ending... it just
didn't leave you that satisfied. So,
that's why we had to attach the horror
tag to give it that kind of staging," she
said. Kajol said her character of Am-
bika deals with the "basic notion of
the parent", which is to protect her
child. "...and she wants to do every-
thing that she can to protect her child
from physical harm," she said.
At the end, the film turned out to be

a learning experience for the actor. 
"From doing action, to working with

VFX, all of it, and even the dramatic
scenes... I love the music of the film,
so it all came together really nicely,"
she said.
Although Kajol has done a signifi-

cant number of projects on OTT, in-
cluding legal drama series "The Trial:
Pyaar Kaanoon Dhokha" and suspense
thriller "Do Patti", the actor said noth-
ing beats the charm of watching
movies in theatres. 
"Cinemas still have magic, some-

where down the line... You just don't
have that same vibe or feel when
you're watching a movie at home. It's
something that only a cinema theatre
can give you," she said.
"Maa" also stars Indraneil Sengupta,

Kherin Sharma and Ronit Roy. Pre-
sented by Jio Studios and Devgn
Films, the film is produced by Jyoti
Deshpande and co-produced by
Kumar Mangat Pathak. (PTI) 

I’m not a horror
film aficionado:
Kajol on latest
movie ‘Maa’

MUMBAI, July 1: Newcomer Shanaya
Kapoor is excited to make her acting
debut with "Aankhon Ki Gustaakhiyan",
a moment that was delayed by three
years but she doesn't mind the wait.
Shanaya, daughter of actor Sanjay

Kapoor and Maheep Kapoor, was earlier
set to debut with producer Karan Johar's
“Bedhadak”, a project that was an-
nounced in March 2022 but it was later
shelved. She is now marking the start of
her acting career with “Aankhon Ki Gus-
taakhiyan”, a musical romance in which
she is paired opposite Vikrant Massey.
“It's a surreal feeling, and it's over-

whelming when you see yourself on
YouTube for now. I'm seeing myself and
I'm putting my music videos on and I'm
constantly seeing how it's looking, what
the audience has been saying, and it's an
overwhelming feeling.
"It's all come together, and I'm happy

with how the journey has been. If it's
taken time, if it has had its ups and
downs... I think it was all meant to hap-

pen for me to be here today,” Shanaya
told PTI in an interview.
The 25-year-old is aware of the bag-

gage and scrutiny that comes with being
a star kid and said she takes everything
in her stride.
“I was fully aware of what I was get-

ting myself into and what I was choosing
to do as a profession. There are precon-
ceived notions, there is criticism, a sense
of pressure but I take it positively. 
"I look at it as feedback. There are cer-

tain things that you can keep aside when
it comes to the way I dress, or look, or
how my body is; those are things I can
filter out," she added.
What she is looking forward to is the

audience response to her performance in
the movie.
"I owe it to the audience to know what

they have to say, what their opinion is, or
what they think of me, my work, the lit-
tle bit that I have put out there, like en-
dorsements. I'm looking for feedback so
I can keep working on it. I take the criti-

cism in a very constructive way.”
Shanaya essays the role of Saba, a vi-

sually impaired girl, in the movie, which
is directed by Santosh Singh and written
by Mansi Bagla and Niranjan Iyengar.
“I'm grateful I got to play a complex

and beautiful character like Saba and to
be part of an amazing film with
Vikrant,” she said.
As part of the preparation for the role,

Shanaya revealed that she visited a blind
school, an experience that turned out to
be quite enriching for her.
“There were certain things that you

feel, like you value yourself, you're
grateful for what you have. Sometimes
we wake up and we're constantly chasing
the next thing, the next project or the
next meeting.
"I'm constantly wanting the next thing,

especially with my career and work. I
don't sit back, and I don't realise what I
have, which is that I'm with my parents
and brother. I'm happy, I'm healthy, I'm
getting the opportunity to do this, so you

feel overwhelmed," she said.
As “Aankhon Ki Gustaakhiyan” gears

up for its release on July 11, Shanaya
said the anticipation is similar to waiting
for exam results
“I'm waiting for that, and I'm hop-

ing, praying, and having my fingers
crossed that the audience accepts me.
I've to earn their respect through my
hard work, my honest choices, no
matter where you come from, what-
ever the opportunities are, they have
to accept you as an actor, they have
to believe that you're this character,"
she added.
Post “Aankhon Ki Gustaakhiyan”, the

actor has an exciting lineup of films --
survival thriller “Tu Yaa Main” with
Adarsh Gourav, “Vrushabha” with
Malayalam superstar Mohanlal, and
“Student of the Year” web series.
“Aankhon ki Gustaakhiyan” is pre-

sented by Zee Studios and Mini Films
and produced by Mansi Bagla and Varun
Bagla. (PTI) 

It was meant to happen: Shanaya 
Kapoor on taking 3 years to make 
her acting debut in Bollywood

NEW YORK, July 1:A jury re-
turns to deliberate for a second day
Tuesday at the sex trafficking trial
of music mogul Sean “Diddy”
Combs.
On Monday, jurors deliberated

over five hours without reaching a
verdict after receiving instructions
on the law from the trial judge, Arun
Subramanian. 
They are deciding whether prose-

cutors have proven racketeering
conspiracy and sex trafficking
charges during a trial that began in
early May.
Prosecutors say Combs for two

decades used his fame, fortune and a
roster of employees and associates

to help him coerce and force two
different girlfriends to repeatedly
perform sexually with male sex
workers for days at a time while he
watched and sometimes filmed the
drug-fueled events.
Defense lawyers say prosecutors

are unjustly basing federal crimes on
what Combs did in the bedroom
with his girlfriends as they partici-
pated in the swinger lifestyle and on
acts of domestic violence involving
their client.
Combs, 55, could face 15 years in

prison to life behind bars if he is
convicted of all charges.
After pleading not guilty, Combs

chose not to testify as his lawyers

built their arguments for acquittal
mostly through lengthy cross exami-
nations of dozens of witnesses
called by prosecutors, including
some of Combs' former employees
who took the witness stand reluc-
tantly only after being granted im-
munity.
When jurors first left the room to

begin deliberating on Monday,
Combs sat for a while slumped in
his chair at the defense table before
standing and turning toward three
rows of spectators packed with his
family and friends.
Those supporters held hands and

lowered their heads in prayer, as did
Combs, who was several feet from

them in the well of the courtroom.
After they finished, they together
applauded, and so did Combs, still
clapping as he turned back toward
the front of the room.
Combs also showed off two books

he's reading: “The Power of Positive
Thinking” by Norman Vincent Peale
and “The Happiness Advantage” by
Shawn Achor.
Barely an hour into deliberations,

the jury foreperson sent a note to the
judge, complaining that there was
one juror “who we are concerned
cannot follow your Honour's in-
structions. May I please speak with
your Honour or may you please in-
terview him?” (AP) 

Jury returns to deliberate for a second day
at Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs sex trafficking trial
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DETROIT, July 1: Aldrich Pot-
gieter made an 18-foot birdie putt
on the fifth playoff hole, outlasting
Max Greyserman to win the
Rocket Classic on Sunday for his
first PGA Tour title.
The 20-year-old from South

Africa is the youngest player on
the tour and its biggest hitter. He
became the ninth player to win for
the first time this season.
Chris Kirk, who closed with a 5-

under 67, missed a 9-foot putt for
the win on the first playoff hole
and was eliminated on the second
extra hole when he missed a 4-foot
par putt.
Greyserman missed a 12-foot

birdie putt on the 18th hole in reg-
ulation, missing his chance to win
and closing with a 67. Potgieter,
who started with a two-shot lead,
shot 69 to join Kirk at 22-under
266. Michael Thorbjornsen (67)
and Jake Knapp (68) finished a
stroke out of the playoff.
USGA and PGA Tour Champi-

onsCOLORADO SPRINGS,
Colo. (AP) — Padraig Harrington
came out on top of a major cham-
pionship that felt more like match
play, closing his round with seven
straight pars at the U.S. Senior
Open for a 3-under 67 to beat
Stewart Cink by one shot.
Playing alongside Cink for the

fourth straight day, Harrington fin-
ished at 11-under 269 on the
tricky, heavily sloping Broadmoor.
The Irishman sealed this match by
hitting his approach to 8 feet on
No. 18, putting pressure on Cink,
who trailed by one but sat 30 yards
in front of him on the fairway.
Cink's approach landed on the

precipice of a ledge, but spun back

to 35 feet away to set up a two-
putt. Harrington took two putts for
the win, his second U.S. Senior
Open title in four years that gets
him in the U.S. Open next year at
Shinnecock Hills.
LIV Golf League CARROLL-

TON, Texas (AP) — Patrick Reed
lost the lead with a 3-over 75 and
then atoned for it by making a 15-
foot birdie putt on the first hole of
a four-man playoff to win LIV
Golf Dallas, his first title since
joining the Saudi-funded league in
2022. Reed, who started the final
round with a three-shot lead, fell
behind late in the day at Maridoe
Golf Club until Jinichiro Kozuma
made bogey on the 18th hole and
then made par on his final hole at
No. 1 for a 68. That got him into a
playoff with Reed, Louis Oost-
huizen (68) and Paul Casey (72).
On the first extra hole, Oost-

huizen drove into the water and
Casey took four shots to reach the
green on the par-4 18th. Kozuma

missed his 25-foot birdie try, set-
ting the stage for Reed.
Jon Rahm finished out of the top

10 for the first time in LIV, while
Sergio Garcia claimed the one LIV
spot for the British Open.
LPGA Tour MIDLAND, Mich.

(AP) — Jin Hee Im poured in an
8-foot birdie putt on the first play-
off hole to team with fellow South
Korean Somi Lee to win the Dow
Championship, denying Lexi
Thompson her first LPGA title in
six years.
Thompson's partner, Megan

Khang, had a chance to extend the
playoff, but she missed a 5-foot
birdie putt that was on the low side
of the hole from the start.
The final round was fourballs,

but switched to foursomes for the
playoff.
Thompson made an 8-foot

birdie putt on the par-3 18th hole
for the American duo to finish
with a 10-under 60 in fourballs.
They were the first to post at 20-

under 260. Lee made a 10-foot
birdie putt to tie for the lead on the
17th. They shot 62.
European Tour TUSCANY,

Italy (AP) — Adrien Saddier
claimed his first European tour
title in his 200th start with a back-
nine charge in the Italian Open,
closing with a 4-under 66 for a
two-shot victory over Martin Cou-
vra. Couvra, the 54-hole leader,
closed with a 69 and appeared
headed for victory until Saddier
had five birdies over the final
seven holes at the Argentario Golf
Club on the Tuscan coast.
Saddier and Couvra earned

places in the British Open field at
Royal Portrush in Northern Ireland
next month.
Calum Hill of Scotland and Dan

Bradbury of England finished tied
for third, four strokes behind.
Korn Ferry TourSPRING-

FIELD, Ill. (AP) — Austin Smoth-
erman holed out for eagle to take
the lead for the first time and
closed with an 8-under 63 for a
one-shot victory over Alvaro Ortiz
in the Memorial Health Champi-
onship.
It was the second Korn Ferry

Tour victory this year for Smoth-
erman, who moved to No. 1 on the
points list and is virtually certain
of returning to the PGA Tour next
year.
Ortiz began had a four-shot lead

going into the final round and his
lead was down to one when he bo-
geyed the 11th hole. Smotherman
followed by holing out for eagle
on the 408-yard 12th hole. Both
player made birdie on the par 5s
coming in and Smotherman held
on for the win. (AP) 

Potgieter wins a playoff in Detroit for first PGA
Tour win; Harrington wins another Senior Open

Nathan Lyon
wants to win
Test series in
India before
retirement

ST GEORGE'S
(GRENADA), July 1: Aus-
tralian spin great Nathan Lyon
has no immediate plans of Test
retirement as he yearns for one
final away series win in India
before calling time on his illus-
trious career.
The 37-year-old, who is the

most successful off-spinner for
Australia with 556 wickets in
138 Tests, has taken 130 wickets
against India in 32 Tests (both
home and away) but has never
been a part of an away series
win in India. In fact, Australia
have not beaten India in their
backyard since their "final fron-
tier" triumph in 2004-05.
"I've always said I want to win

away in India. I want to win
away in England,” Lyon was
quoted as saying by
cricket.com.au. "We've got that
opportunity in a couple of years'
time, but we've also got to take
it Test by Test and make sure
that we're doing everything here
in West Indies right.
"Then we've got a massive

summer at home with the Ashes.
But another World Test Champi-
onship final would be on my
cards for sure," he added.
But Lyon has relinquished his

duties in the Australian team as
it's song-master, passing on the
baton to wicketkeeper-batter
Alex Carey, who fulfilled the
duties during the dressing room
celebrations after their 159-run
win over the West Indies in the
first Test. (PTI) 

GENEVA, July 1: Extreme heat
faced by soccer players at the
Club World Cup in the United
States will likely be an even big-
ger problem at the next two men's
World Cups, their global union
FIFPRO warned on Monday.
The monthlong club event is

being played in a heatwave in 11
American cities and union offi-
cials praised FIFA for helping to
better protect players with cool-
ing measures at games.
Still, FIFA did not take FIF-

PRO's pre-tournament advice to
look at postponing kickoff times
by several hours on the hottest
days — a move that would be
even more complicated at a World
Cup with more commercial pres-
sures in play and more games
scheduled each day.
Six of the 16 World Cup host

cities next year in the U.S.,
Canada and Mexico are judged by

FIFPRO as “extremely high risk”
for heat stress injury to players
among the 48 teams. The highest
risk cities are Atlanta, Dallas,
Houston, Kansas, Miami and
Monterrey though some have in-
door, air-conditioned stadiums.
“We are anticipating that this

problem is going to be even more
crucial for the coming years,”
FIFPRO medical director Vincent
Gouttebarge told reporters in a
briefing call.
The 2030 World Cup will be

co-hosted in June and July by
Spain, Portugal and Morocco
where fewer stadiums are en-
closed and cooled, and tempera-
tures in some cities on Monday
were at or above 100 degrees F
(38 C). By 2030 the hot weather
prospects for the tournament
there “is even perhaps worse than
what we have been facing so far,”
Gouttebarge cautioned.

FIFPRO said extra heat mitiga-
tion measures could include 20-
minute halftime breaks instead of
15 to help lower players' core
temperatures, and cooling breaks
in play every 15 minutes. Cur-
rently, breaks are taken in the
30th minute of each half.

FIFA was approached for com-
ment.
FIFA has reacted during the

Club World Cup to lower the
threshold for insisting on cooling
or water breaks, plus placing
more water and towels around the
edge of the field.
“We are partially happy be-

cause FIFA have been quite re-
sponsive once the tournament
was underway,” FIFPRO CEO-
like general secretary Alex
Phillips said.
Better shading benches for the

substitutes and more hydration
breaks are also preferred by the
union, which has national affili-
ates representing players in about
70 countries. “All these practical
things is something that we must
do better,” said Alexander Biele-
feld, FIFPRO strategy director,
though adding “at some point that
probably won't be enough.” (AP)

After Club WC heatwave in US, soccer players’
union warns of higher risk at next World Cups

Table-Toppers IndIa ready To Try 
‘a few ThIngs’ In clash agaInsT Iraq

CHIANG MAI (THAILAND),
July 1: The Indian football team
will be open to experimentation
when it clashes with a compara-
tively easy rival Iraq in a Group
B clash of the AFC Women's
Asian Cup 2026 Qualifiers, here
on Wednesday.
Winger Soumya Guguloth, who

suffered a nasal bone fracture dur-
ing the match against Timor-
Leste, has been ruled out of the
contest.
India currently sit atop the table

with six points and a goal differ-
ence of +17 after wins against
Mongolia (13-0) and Timor-Leste
(4-0).
Thailand are in second place,

also with six points but with a
goal difference of +11. 
Iraq have already played three

games and are on four points.
They must defeat India to have
any chance of staying alive on the
road to Australia.
While it has turned into a race

between India and Thailand to in-
crease their goal difference before
they meet on the final day (July
5), Blue Tigresses coach Crispin
Chettri affirmed that earning
three points are the bigger prior-
ity, and the focus is only on the
game against Iraq for now.
"Thailand is the last match, but

for now, our full focus is on Iraq.
We shouldn't worry about how
many goals Thailand or we have
scored, or will score. The priority
is to approach the Iraq match with
a positive mindset and go for the
win," said Chettri.
After defeating Timor-Leste on

Sunday, Chettri and his coaching
staff stayed at the stadium to
watch Iraq suffer a 0-7 drubbing
at the hands of the hosts. 
It has been a rollercoaster ride

for the 173rd-ranked West Asians,
who were held goalless by Timor-
Leste in the first game, before de-
feating Mongolia 5-2 to earn their
first-ever victory on the interna-
tional stage.
Giving his opinion on the Iraq

side coached by their former
men's international Abdul-Wahab
Abu Al-Hail and ranked 103
places below India, Chettri said,
"For me, Iraq are not as weak as
people might think. They're a
good side, but they've been play-
ing back-to-back matches, so we
may have an advantage in terms

of recovery."
"Overall, I don't see a big dif-

ference between Iraq and Timor-
Leste. I feel Timor-Leste were
more organised. So, I think we'll
get more opportunities to play our
game against Iraq. It should be a
good match for us to try a few
new things as well."
With only two days to prepare

after the match against Timor-
Leste, the Blue Tigresses utilised
their break fruitfully with recov-
ery in the pool and a gym session
on Monday morning, followed by
a full training session on Tuesday

morning.
"We worked on the areas where

we fell short in the matches
against both Timor-Leste and
Mongolia. We're now giving
players specific responsibilities,
whether it's in attack or in 1v1 de-
fending. That was the main focus
of the preparation," said Chettri.
After only the first two games,

Chettri has already used 22 play-
ers, including all outfielders, from
the 23-member squad. 
The Indian coach expressed he

might look to continue with the
rotation trend in the Iraq game

and distribute valuable minutes to
younger and newer players, while
also hoping to keep everyone
fresh for the last game.
"More or less, all players have

got chances. Of course, we cannot
take the Iraq match lightly. There
may be some rotation, but key
players will still get minutes. 
"Giving game time to upcom-

ing players is important at such a
stage, but in crucial matches,
we'll have to stick to a core group.
If we manage to score early, then
we may be able to rotate more
freely," said Chettri. (PTI) 

Alcaraz needs 5 sets
to beat Fabio Fognini

in the 1st round
LONDON, July 1:Carlos Alcaraz,
locked in a five-set struggle at Cen-
tre Court, looked toward his coach
Monday and shouted something
about how Fabio Fognini — 38
years old, retiring after this season,
winless in 2025 — looked as if he
could keep playing until he's 50.
“I don't know why it's his last

Wimbledon,” Alcaraz said later,
“because the level he has shown, he
can still play three or four more
years. Unbelievable.”
The two-time defending cham-

pion at the All England Club needed
to go through more than 4 1/2 hours
of back-and-forth shifts against the
much-older and much-less-accom-
plished Fognini before emerging
with a 7-5, 6-7 (5), 7-5, 2-6, 6-1 vic-
tory in the first round.
It wasn't supposed to be that

tough. “Didn't expect to play five
sets against him,” Fognini said. “I
had my chance.” 
Consider, to begin with, that the

No. 2-seeded Alcaraz is 22, already
a five-time Grand Slam champion,
including his latest at the French
Open three weeks ago, and is cur-
rently on a career-best 19-match
winning streak.
Consider, too, that Fognini has

never been past the third round at the
All England Club in 15 appearances
and reached the quarterfinals at any
major tournament just once — way
back at the 2011 French Open. He
entered Monday ranked 138th and
0-6 this year.
Oh, and then there's this: Only

twice has the reigning men's cham-
pion at Wimbledon been beaten in
the first round the following year,
Lleyton Hewitt in 2003 and Manuel
Santana in 1967.
There were times Monday when

Alcaraz appeared to be something
less than his best, far from the form

he displayed during his epic five-set,
5 1/2-hour comeback victory over
No. 1 Jannik Sinner for the champi-
onship at Roland-Garros.
Alcaraz double-faulted nine

times. He faced a hard-to-believe 21
break points. He made more un-
forced errors, 62, than winners, 52.
He chalked some of that up to jitters.
“It doesn't matter the winning

streak that I have right now, that I've
been playing great on grass, that I've
been preparing really well,” said Al-
caraz, who beat Novak Djokovic in
the 2023 and 2024 finals. “Wimble-
don is different. I could feel today
that I was really nervous at the be-
ginning.”
Next for Alcaraz will be a match

Wednesday against Oliver Tarvet, a
21-year-old British qualifier who
plays college tennis at the University
of San Diego and is ranked 733rd.
Still, Alcaraz said: “I have to im-

prove in the next round.”
Fognini — whose wife, 2015

U.S. Open champion Flavia Pen-
netta, held one of their children in
the stands — is a self-described hot-
head and is known for mid-match
flareups, including at Wimbledon,
where he was fined $3,000 in 2019
for saying during a match that he
wished “a bomb would explode at
the club” and a then-record $27,500
in 2014 for a series of outbursts. He
was put on a two-year probation by
the Grand Slam Board in 2017 after
insulting a female chair umpire at
the U.S. Open and getting kicked
out of that tournament. Such behav-
ior wasn't displayed Monday. And
when Alcaraz pushed a forehand
long to cede the fourth set, Fognini
nodded toward his guest box, where
a member of his entourage stood to
snap a photo with a cellphone.
Things were picture-perfect for
Fognini at that moment. (AP) 

Putellas ready to lead Spain
at Euro 2025 after injury
sidelined her in 2022

MADRID, July 1:Alexia Putellas
doesn't have fond memories of the
last Women's European Champi-
onship, when she tore a knee liga-
ment on the eve of the tournament
in England three years ago.
Things are different now as Spain

prepares for its campaign at Euro
2025 in Switzerland, with Putellas
saying she's better than ever and
ready to try to lead Spain to its first
title in the competition.
“I'm not going to lie, it's a com-

petition that I had in my sights after
the injury I suffered just before the
start of the last Euro,” she said. 
“I've been preparing for this mo-

ment for a long time and I want to
enjoy it.” The two-time world
player of the year was coming off
one of her most impressive seasons
when she injured her left knee dur-
ing a practice session just days be-
fore Spain's opener at Euro 2022. It
kept her out of action for nearly a
year and dealt a blow to Spain's
chances in the tournament, where it
was ousted by England in the quar-
terfinals.
Putellas says she has improved a

lot since then, even though other
Spanish players such as Aitana
Bonmatí — a two-time Ballon d'Or
winner herself — have emerged as
top stars. “Without a doubt I'm a
better Alexia,” she said. “I know
myself a lot better, I know my qual-
ities, I know what I have been
working on. In the end, all the suf-
fering makes you evolve as a person
and as an athlete. I've learned to
manage the bad moments a lot bet-
ter, as well as the good moments.”
Putellas has had another out-

standing season and is again among
the favorites for the world player of
the year award. She thrived as
Barcelona won the domestic treble
and reached another Champions
League final. “The individual award
is not something too important for
me,” the 31-year-old Putellas said.
“But it would show that you've
done something good and, from
where I'm coming from — from the
lowest of the lowest after the injury
— it would give some value to the
effort that it was put into the recov-
ery. We'll see, but the most impor-
tant thing is to win the Euro.”
Bonmatí won the last two world
player of the year awards, and she
is now the one enduring an ordeal
as after falling ill with viral menin-
gitis just a few days before Spain
traveled to Switzerland for the tour-
nament. Bonmatí was released from
the hospital on Sunday to rejoin the
national squad, but it still wasn't
clear how much she would partici-
pate. Spain will open its tournament
Thursday against Portugal. It will
also face Belgium and Italy in
Group B. 
The nation's best result in the

European tournament was a semi-
finals appearance in 1997. Spain
established itself as one of the
powerhouses in women's soccer
by winning the World Cup in
2023 and the inaugural Women's
Nations League in 2024. It then
just missed out on a medal at the
Paris Olympics, when it lost to
Brazil in the semifinals and to
Germany in the bronze-medal
match. “It's never easy to win a
Euro," Putellas said. (AP) 

HI announces 20-member India
A men’s squad for Europe tour

NEW DELHI, July 1: Hockey
India on Tuesday announced a
20-member Indian men's A squad
for an exposure tour to Europe
which will feature eight matches
from July 8-20.
In a statement issued here, HI

said the tour is "aimed at provid-
ing valuable international expo-
sure to a mix of emerging and
experienced players". The India A
team will play two matches
against France, Ireland and the
Netherlands along with one game
each against England and Bel-
gium. "These high-intensity
games are expected to test the
depth and readiness of India's tal-
ent pool as the national setup
looks to build a strong pipeline
for the senior team," HI said. The
India A team will be led by San-
jay and Moirangthem Rabichan-
dra Singh will be his deputy.
Goalkeeper Ankit Malik, de-

fender Sunil Jojo, and forward
Sudeep Chirmako will be on
standbys. Indian national team's
assistant coach Shivendra Singh
will be the coach of the 'A' side,
which will take on Ireland in their
first match on July 8. Shivendra
said, "This tour is an important
platform for our players to expe-
rience the tempo, structure, and
intensity of European hockey."
"We have selected a squad that

balances potential and experi-

ence, and I am confident this tour
will be immensely beneficial in
grooming the next batch of inter-
national players for India."
The Squad:
Goalkeepers: Pawan, Mohit

Honnenahalli Shashikumar.
Defenders: Pratap Lakra, Varun

Kumar, Amandeep Lakra, Par-
mod, Sanjay (c).
Midfielders: Poovanna Chan-

dura Boby, Mohammed Raheel
Mouseen, Moirangthem Ra-
bichandra Singh (vc), Vishnukant
Singh, Pardeep Singh, Rajinder
Singh.
Forwards: Angadbir Singh,

Boby Singh Dhami, Maninder
Singh, Venkatesh Kenche, Aditya
Arjun Lathe, Selvam Karthi,
Uttam Singh.
Standbys: Ankit Malik (goal-

keeper), Sunil Jojo (defender),
Sudeep Chirmako (forward).
(PTI) 
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Cabinet approves Khelo Bharat Niti, says it
will bring India into top-5 of world sports

NEW DELHI, July 1: Calling it a “strategic roadmap” for India’s ele-
vation into the top five of world sports, the cabinet on Tuesday approved
the Khelo Bharat Niti to create “world-class systems” of coaching and
athlete support along with a robust administrative set-up to make the
country a strong contender for the 2036 Olympics.
Previously called the National Sports Policy and introduced for the

first time in 1984, the Khelo Bharat Niti 2025 will supersede the 2001
policy. It is a “guiding document” to formulate plans and schemes for
betterment of the country’s sporting ecosystem.
“We have used the experience of the last 10 years and the new policy

will work towards improvement of sports. Major objective is to make
India a top-five sporting nation by 2047. That’s the overall objective,”
Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw told reporters
while unveiling the policy and other cabinet decisions.
“The PM has given a different kind of emphasis to sports, especially

in rural areas,” he said.
“It’s a well thought through policy which addresses all matters related

to sports. It also includes the framework for sports governance,” he added.
India is bidding to host the 2036 Olympic Games for which there has

been a massive push to create infrastructure and bring events of interna-
tional stature to the country.
A statement from the Press Information Bureau described the new pol-

icy as an outcome of “extensive consultations” involving central min-
istries, NITI Aayog, state governments, National Sports Federations
(NSFs), athletes, domain experts, and public stakeholders.
It seeks to link sports with tourism and economic development.
“So many people travel to watch an IPL, a football game. So that boosts

tourism and economic development,” Vaishnaw said.
The document also seeks to align with the National Education Policy

by making sports an integral part of school curriculum. It states that the
objective is to equip educators and physical education teachers with spe-
cialised training to promote sports education. (PTI) 

BIRMINGHAM, July 1: India will need
to shed their conservative selection ap-
proach and give themselves the best
chance to take 20 wickets on what is ex-
pected to be another batting surface in the
second Test against England, beginning
here on Wednesday.
By the team management’s own admis-

sion, India missed a specialist bowler at
Leeds, Kuldeep Yadav to be specific, as
England comfortably chased down a
record 371 on day five of a game that the
visitors should have won.
In the words of assistant coach Ryan ten

Doeschate, India are grappling to find a
team combination that doesn’t compro-
mise on batting depth and yet has the
bowlers to take 20 wickets.
“In terms of managing the strategy

there, we’re looking at each bowler indi-
vidually, feeling what we feel they can get
wickets-wise. And then it’s just trying to
balance up and trying to calculate as best
you can what the best chance of getting
into the Test match.
“But you need 20 wickets. So the at-

tacking party is obviously finding some-
one who can get wickets as well. And we
are grappling with that. We don’t stop talk-
ing about that. We’re trying to figure it
out,” Doeschate admitted.
The weather has been rather hot in

Birmingham and the surface, bound by a
decent covering of grass, is dry under-

neath. On this very ground three years ago,
England had gunned down a daunting 378
with ridiculous ease to draw the series. Of
late, the same 22 yards have offered plenty
of runs to the batters in county cricket.
The spinners will eventually come into

the game and India need to decide whether
they want someone like Washington Sun-
dar who can assist Ravindra Jadeja or get
Kuldeep, who is a much better wicket-tak-
ing option. What is confirmed is that India
will go in with two spinners.
Shardul Thakur was the fast bowling

all-rounder at Leeds but there is a strong
possibility that batting all-rounder Nitish
Reddy starts on Wednesday.
Thakur did not have the best of outings

but dropping him after one opportunity
would be borderline harsh on him.
The question mark ahead of the game is

over Jasprit Bumrah’s availability. If he
doesn’t play the second of his decided
quota of three Tests, the pace line-up is ex-
pected to be Mohammed Siraj, Akash
Deep and Prasidh Krishna.
With Bumrah hard to handle at the other

end, the pacers did not have the required
consistency in their lengths to test England
batters. They would be wiser after that ex-
perience and if Bumrah doesn’t play, will
have a lot to prove.
Jadeja, who could not get much out of a

turning pitch on day five at Headingley,
would be eager to make an impact too.

India’s catching would have to be a lot
better after the horror show at Leeds, cost-
ing Yashasvi Jaiswal his spot in the slip
cordon.
The batting department has a settled

look though India would be desperate to
add runs late in the innings after two
lower-order collapses that cost them
dearly.
The likes of K L Rahul, Jaiswal,

Rishabh Pant and captain Shubman Gill

would be aiming to build on the gains
made in the series opener.
Rookie Sai Sudharsan and comeback

man Karun Nair are certain to get another
opportunity after an underwhelming start
to the series.
England, on the other hand, seem to

have added a method to their madness
with a refined ‘Bazball’ approach that
gives due respect to the conditions and the
bowler.

Expected to make a comeback, Jofra
Archer has pulled out of the match due to
a family emergency but the Chris Woakes-
led pace attack would be high on confi-
dence, having cleaned up India’s tail twice
and allowing the hosts to make a come-
back in the contest.
Being a home hero, Woakes would be

expected to provide the breakthroughs
with the new ball after low returns in
Leeds. Josh Tongue would be sniffing
blood against India’s fragile lower-order.
Brydon Carse also improved as the

game progressed while skipper Ben
Stokes, by far, got the most out of the con-
ditions.
Sporting wickets have also aided Eng-

land’s aggressive style of batting and that
trend is set to continue.
Squads:
England: Zak Crawley, Ben Duckett,

Ollie Pope, Joe Root, Harry Brook, Ben
Stokes (captain), Jamie Smith (WK), Chris
Woakes, Brydon Carse, Josh Tongue,
Shoaib Bashir.
India: Shubman Gill (captain), Rishabh

Pant (VC & WK), Yashasvi Jaiswal, KL
Rahul, Sai Sudharsan, Abhimanyu
Easwaran, Karun Nair, Nitish Reddy,
Ravindra Jadeja, Dhruv Jurel (WK),
Washington Sundar, Shardul Thakur,
Jasprit Bumrah, Mohd. Siraj, Prasidh Kr-
ishna, Akash Deep, Arshdeep Singh,
Kuldeep Yadav. (PTI) 

India face selection conundrum in bid for comeback against England

NEW DELHI, July 1: Ravindra
Jadeja’s inability to make decisive in-
roads on the fifth-day Headingley track
raised the question why he could not be
as effective as he is on Indian turners.
On the final day of the opening Test,

Ben Duckett reverse swept Jadeja out of
the match in a chase of 371. Jadeja could
not turn the ball from the rough created
outside Duckett’s off-stump by the In-
dian pacers.
As India team is pondering over best

combination, question arises if Jadeja
should play at Edgbaston after a match-
haul of 1/172 in 47 overs. On the fifth
day he bowled 24 overs and managed
1/102. If India are without Jasprit Bum-
rah, then logically, they shouldn’t be
playing two finger spinners in Jadeja and
Washington Sundar. In that case Kuldeep
Yadav and Washington (whose batting
skills match Jadeja’s) can play since it
would be difficult to stop rampaging
English batters on a good batting surface
without a wrist spinner.
If one takes a cursory look at Jadeja’s

track record in Test matches in England,
it is pretty deflating. Just 28 wickets in
13 Tests and not a single fifer. His strike-
rate is a dismal 102.6 which is more than
17 overs for one wicket. In the second in-
nings, Ducket attempted more than 30
reverse sweeps with fair degree of suc-
cess and it can be attributed to the natural
speed of Jadeja’s deliveries.
If one looks at classical left-arm Test

spinners from India - from legendary
Bishan Singh Bedi to the talented duo of
Maninder Singh and Murali Kartik, all of
them gave more revolutions to the ball
and imparted a lot of side-spin while

bowling in England or while playing in
English County cricket or league cricket.
In case of Jadeja his natural speed

while landing the ball on the rough is be-
coming a problem, feels a lot of analysts.
“If a batter is intent on playing reverse

sweep, he always likes pace on the de-
liveries. It then becomes easy to execute
when those deliveries land on the rough
outside the left-handed batter’s off-stump,”
a former left-arm spinner, who has exten-
sive knowledge of English conditions but
did not wish to be named, told PTI.
“If you observe minutely, deliveries

bowled with a certain speed on the rough
won’t turn. That was specifically what
happened with Jadeja. He never reduced
the pace on deliveries.”
Why Bishan Bedi or even Maninder

Singh were successful at Leeds on the
1986 tour? Maninder had figures of 4/26
in little over 16 overs on a damp fourth
morning. The reason was that their natu-
ral speed was on the slower side.
That allowed them to put more revs on

the ball, keep it hanging in the air to cre-

ate deception. To execute reverse sweep,
the batter had to fetch the ball. If the pace
is slow, the ball will jump and turn after
hitting the rough, denying the batter any
chance to use the pace.
In case of Jadeja, the problem is his

muscle memory. He is so used to hitting
the same area with more or less identical
speeds, slowing it down considerably
can lead to losing the length and bowling
more hittable balls. His arm speed needs
to remain same as slowing the arm speed
will also lead to slower release which
isn’t permissable. On rank turners, a
bowler just needs to land the ball in one
spot on the stump channel and let the
pitch do the rest. Even Jadeja won’t be
able to tell which ball would come in
with angle, and which one would turn
away (from right handers) and which one
would go straight.
During the 2013 Australia series then

skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni wanted
spinners to take lead from first hour. The
whole pitch, not just sides becomes scuffed
up and Jadeja became unplayable. But in
England, one needs to extract turn and not
have set plans as conditions change so rap-
idly over five days.
Edgbaston will be a different chal-

lenge and Jadeja knows it too well as in
2022, Jonny Bairstow and Joe Root
flayed him in the second innings where
he went for 62 in 18.4 wicket-less overs.
Edgbaston is primarily a good bat-

ting strip and this is one ground where
the team management might think
twice before playing Jadeja. Lord’s
brings with itself, a different set of
challenges due to the famous slope on
the Nursery end. (PTI)

Can Jadeja reduce pace of his deliveries in
English conditions to remain effective?

HT Bureau
DIPHU, July 1: The Diphu Basketball Foundation
organised the Inter-School Diphu Basketball Foun-
dation Cup 2025 at Nihang Arena, Phonglangso, on
June 27 and 28.
The tournament was inaugurated by the former

president of the Karbi Students Association
(KSA) and chief guest, Thangsing Timung, and
was attended by honorary guest Hebol Doley, Co-
ordinator and Academic Advisor of Unified IAS
Academy.
Over two days of intense competition, Don Bosco

Higher Secondary School, Diphu, showcased domi-
nant and outstanding performances to clinch the
championship title. Diphu Government College se-
cured the second position, followed by Don Bosco
College, which was placed third.
In the individual award category, Armung Hanse

was adjudged the Best Player, Longjon Ingti re-
ceived the Top Scorer award, and Barnobas Singnar
was named the Best Defensive Player.
The Champions Trophy, Runners-up Trophies, and

individual awards were distributed by the chief guest
and other dignitaries present at the event.

Inter-School Diphu Basketball 
Foundation Cup organised

Neeraj learning ‘concept of flow’, wants Tendulkar’s ‘superpower’ to handle challenges
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Stokes dismisses Bumrah
factor; declares himself
massive fan of Pant

BIRMINGHAM, July 1: Eng-
land captain Ben Stokes on Tuesday
dismissed the chatter surrounding
Jasprit Bumrah’s availability for
only three Tests out of five as
“India’s problem” and said he is ex-
pecting the “passionate” visitors to
fight hard in the second Test irre-
spective of the team composition.
Bumrah was by far the best In-

dian bowler on show at Leeds,
where the Shubman Gill-led side
lost from a position of strength. The
likes of Prasidh Krishna, Mohammed
Siraj and Shardul Thakur were not
consistent enough with their lengths
to test the England batters. India have
not decided which three Tests Bumrah
will be a part of over the course of the
English summer. He has played one,
leaving him to feature in two out of
the next four games.
However, Stokes and Co are not

bothered about Bumrah’s availabil-
ity and are focusing on extending
their series lead.
“That’s India’s problem. They

will deal with it. I am captain of
England,” that is how Stokes han-
dled the query on Bumrah.
Having said that, Stokes gave due

respect to the opposition.
“Good team. They always fight

hard, come hard. Very passionate
team,” he said when asked about the
trailing Indian team.
“It’s pretty clear that there’s al-

ways pressure on shoulders of inter-
national sportsmen, but playing for
India, especially in cricket, there’s
probably a bit more on any other na-
tion. So, yeah, a very proud nation.
Don’t take anything for granted
from last week. We start at 0-0
again.”
England had chased down 371 on

day five at Leeds to complete their
second highest successful chase in
Test cricket. The highest chase, 378,
too came against India here at Edg-
baston three years ago.
Stokes and Pant had a moment at

Headingley as the latter charged
down the ground against the Eng-
land captain early in his innings.
Stokes reacted to Pant’s ploy with a
hearty laugh.
What was all that about?
“Even though he’s in opposition,

I absolutely love watching Rishabh
play cricket. I love the way he takes
it on in all formats of the game. He’s
got a bit of stickiness in his time, but
that type of talent, when you let that
type of talent be free, that’s what can
happen in the last week,” said Stokes.
Pant became the first Indian wicket-
keeper batter to smash two hundreds
in a Test match, drawing praise from
the world cricket fraternity. 
“Credit to him, two 100s in the

game. We know we’re going to get
our chances with the way that
Rishabh plays. So, yeah, it’s one of
them. On a different day, it could
have looked a little bit different.
But, yeah, a very dangerous player,”
said Stokes
The 34-year-old Stokes was the

best England pacer on show at
Leeds despite not playing a lot of
cricket in the past six months due to
injury. He looks fitter than ever and
that reflected his probing spells in
the series opener. (PTI) 

Smriti Mandhana
moves to third spot
in ICC T20I Rankings

for batters
DUBAI, July 1: India vice-
captain Smriti Mandhana on
Tuesday moved up one spot to
be ranked third in the ICC rank-
ings for batters in women’s T20
Internationals.
Mandhana, who is already

world No. 1 in ODIs, made the
leap after her maiden century in
the opening T20I of the five-
match series against England
last week in which she also
stood-in for injured skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur.
Mandhana smacked 15 fours

and three sixes to make 112 off
62 balls to power India to a 97-
run victory against England at
Nottingham, which was also the
biggest defeat in terms of runs
for the hosts in the shortest for-
mat. The left-handed Indian
opener now has a career-high of
771 rating points and is ranked
third, behind West Indies’ Hay-
ley Matthews, who is second
with 774 points, and Australia’s
Beth Mooney at the top with
794 points.
Among other Indian batters,

comeback opener Shafali
Verma and Harleen Deol also
made gains.
“Fellow Indian opener

Shafali Verma gains one place
to move to 13th on the same
rankings list following her in-
nings of 20 in the same match
against England, while team-
mate Harleen Deol re-enters the
batter rankings in equal 86th
after a quickfire knock of 43,”
the ICC said in a release. (PTI)

Prima facie RCB is
responsible for the
gathering: CAT

blames IPL team for
June 4 stampede

BENGALURU, July 1: The
Central Administrative Tribunal
(CAT) on Tuesday observed that
the Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru are “prima facie respon-
sible” for the stampede outside
Chinnaswamy Stadium on June
4, which led to the death of 11
people.
Nearly 2.5 lakh fans thronged

the MG Road and Cubbon Road
areas near the stadium after RCB
announced a victory parade from
the Vidhana Soudha and a fan
engagement programme at the
stadium to celebrate the team’s
maiden IPL triumph.
“…therefore, prima facie it

appears that the RCB is respon-
sible for the gathering of about
three to five lakh people. The
RCB did not take the appropriate
permission or consent from the
Police,” the CAT noted.
“Suddenly, they posted on so-

cial media platforms and as a re-
sult of aforesaid information the
public were gathered,” added the
CAT in its observation.
The RCB had posted in its so-

cial media handles about the pa-
rade and the fan engagement on
the morning of June 4, and the
Tribunal noted that the police de-
partment did not have sufficient
time in its hands to manage such
a large gathering at such short
notice. “Because of shortage of
time on 04.06.2026, the Police
was unable to do the appropriate
arrangements. Sufficient time
was not given to the Police. Sud-
denly, the RCB created the
aforesaid type of nuisance with-
out any prior permission. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, July 1: Neeraj Chopra says
he is “slowly understanding the concept of
flow” after his celebrated coach Jan Zelezny
advised him to run like an 18-year-old
“without any tension” before launching his
javelin.
The 27-year-old Chopra, a double

Olympic medallist, also said he would want
to have cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar’s
“superpower” to help him handle challenges

with a calm mindset.
He said the best advice he has received on

and off the field was from Czech legend
Zelezny, who also holds the world record in
javelin with a throw of 98.48m.
“Whenever I throw, I stay very energetic,

but he (Zelezny) tells me I need to run in a
flow. It shouldn’t feel tight - I should run like
an 18-year-old kid without any tension. I’m
slowly understanding the concept of flow,”

Chopra told Star Sports and JioHotstar.
“I think that in any sport, flow is very im-

portant. For example, Roger Federer - he
played with such grace and rhythm that it
never seemed like he was putting in too
much effort. I’m trying to bring that into my
training.”
Asked which cricketer’s superpower he

would like to have for throwing his javelin,
Chopra said, “Sachin Tendulkar. He repre-

sented our country so well for so many years
and made so many records for us. The way
he faced challenges from many great
bowlers and still performed exceptionally.”
“I would want that superpower and try to

do the same. It would help me handle chal-
lenges that come my way with a calm mind-
set,” said Chopra who is hosting NC Classic
in Bengaluru on July 5, a World Athletics
Continental Tour Gold event. (PTI) 
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