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Dual-Rate GST reform a historic, people-
centric step says Debojit Mahanta
BJP strengthens position in
Margherita
Euphoria in country, nobody stopped
Cong to roll out GST: BJP on tax reforms
Cong levels conflict of interest allegations
against Gadkari over govt’s ethanol push
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MUMBAI, Sept 4: Benchmark
stock indices Sensex and Nifty
pared most of the early gains to
settle marginally higher on Thurs-
day as profit taking in index
heavyweight Reliance Industries
and Infosys took away the sheen of
the GST rate cuts announced on
commonly used personal items and
daily essential products.

Shedding 738 points from the
day’s high, the 30-share Sensex fi-
nally settled 150.30 points or 0.19
per cent higher at 80,718.01. As
many as 19 of its shares closed in
red while 11 settled higher.

The barometer jumped 888.96
points or 1.10 per cent to a high of
81,456.67 in the opening trade as
the GST Council approved a com-
plete overhaul of the tangled
Goods and Services Tax regime.
However, stock markets trimmed
gains later due to profit-taking in
blue-chips.

The 50-share NSE Nifty ended
marginally higher by 19.25 points
or 0.08 per cent at 24,734.30 after
surging 265.7 points or 1.07 per
cent to 24,980.75 in opening trade.

“After a promising start, the do-
mestic market closed almost flat as
profit-booking emerged across the
market except for consumption-
oriented beneficiary sectors such
as auto, finance, and FMCG. In-
line outcome of GST rationalisa-
tion and ongoing tariff threats from
the US exerted a negative impact
on the market today,” Vinod Nair,

Head of Research, Geojit Invest-
ments Limited, said.

Common use items from
roti/paratha to hair oil, ice creams
and TVs will cost less, while tax
incidence on personal health and
life insurance will be brought
down to nil after the all-powerful
GST Council on Wednesday ap-
proved a complete overhaul of the
tangled Goods and Services Tax
(GST) regime.

The GST Council approved lim-
iting slabs to 5 per cent and 18 per
cent, effective from September 22,
the first day of Navaratri.

Among the Sensex firms,
Mahindra & Mahindra jumped the
most by 5.96 per cent. Bajaj Fi-
nance, Bajaj Finserv, Trent, ITC
and HDFC Bank were also among
the gainers.

However, Maruti Suzuki India,
Bharat Electronics, HCL Tech,

NTPC, Power Grid, Infosys and
Reliance Industries were among
the laggards.

“Nifty opened on a strong note
with a gap-up start, driven by opti-
mism around the new GST rates,
but profit-booking in the second
half wiped out most of the early
gains.

“The move triggered broad-
based buying in auto, FMCG, and
consumer durable stocks during
early trade. However, profit-book-
ing weighed on broader indices,
dragging them down,” Hariprasad
K, Research Analyst and Founder
- Livelong Wealth, said.

“The initial up move was driven
by robust buying interest in auto
and consumer staples. However, as
the session progressed, profit-
booking at higher levels and un-
derperformance in select index
heavyweights capped the upside,”

according to Bajaj Broking. The
BSE smallcap and midcap indices
ended 0.60 per cent lower each.

Among BSE sectoral indices,
auto climbed 0.69 per cent, FMCG
(0.31 per cent), consumer discre-
tionary (0.24 per cent) and finan-
cial services (0.15 per cent).

Utilities dropped 1.24 per cent,
power (1.05 per cent), oil & gas
(1.05 per cent), BSE Focused IT
(0.93 per cent), IT (0.86 per cent),
realty (0.79 per cent) and teck
(0.70 per cent).

As many as 2,325 stocks de-
clined while 1,807 advanced and
148 remained unchanged on the
BSE.

“The broader outlook stays vul-
nerable to global macro uncertain-
ties, continued FII outflows, and
persistent U.S. tariff headwinds,”
Ajit Mishra - SVP, Research, Reli-
gare Broking Ltd, said.

In Asian markets, South Korea’s
Kospi and Japan’s Nikkei 225
index settled in positive territory
while Shanghai’s SSE Composite
index and Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng ended lower.

Markets in Europe were trading
higher. US markets ended mostly
higher on Wednesday.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities worth
`1,666.46 crore on Wednesday,
while Domestic Institutional In-
vestors (DIIs) bought stocks worth
` 2,495.33 crore, according to ex-
change data. (PTI)

Sensex, Nifty close marginally higher as profit-
taking in RIL, Infosys spoils GST rate cut party
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 4: Polo Hotels
and Resorts, the largest hospitality
group in Northeast India by num-
ber of hotels as on March 31, 2025,
has announced a collaboration
with Varun Tea Plantations Private
Limited, the owner of Ellenbarrie
Tea, to set up a new luxury prop-
erty in the Doars region of West
Bengal. 

The project, named Polo
Planters Lodge Resort, is being po-

sitioned as a villa-only retreat that
brings together Polo’s narrative-
driven hospitality with Ellenbar-
rie’s legacy of tea craftsmanship.

According to an official state-
ment, the resort will be developed
across an expansive 20-acre estate
with private villas, including pool
villas, designed to offer sweeping
views of surrounding tea gardens. 

The property aims to recreate
the ambience of planter life, blend-
ing indulgence with authenticity,

and to provide an escape where
visitors can immerse themselves in
the rhythm of rustling leaves, open
landscapes and tea culture.

The promoters explained that
the lodge will introduce “Polo-cu-
rated Experiences” crafted to high-
light the cultural, culinary and
wellness traditions of the region. 

Guests will be offered menus
that combine garden-fresh pro-
duce, heritage recipes and tea-in-
spired pairings. 

Polo Hotels partners with Ellenbarrie Tea to
launch Polo Planters Lodge Resort in Doars

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 4: After the
encouraging response to the India
Industrial Fair (IIF) 2022, which
drew participation from more than
400 MSMEs, entrepreneurs and in-
vestors across the country, Laghu
Udyog Bharati (LUB), Purbottar
has announced the India Industrial
Fair (IIF) 2025 to be held from Oc-
tober 30 to November 2 at the Vet-
erinary College Ground,
Khanapara in Guwahati.

According to an official state-
ment, IIF 2025 will be organised
under the chief patronage of
Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma and the patronage of
Industry Minister Bimal Bora. 

The event, billed as the largest
industrial fair in the North East, is
expected to draw more than 50,000
visitors, including senior cabinet
ministers, policymakers, entrepre-
neurs, international delegates and
representatives of industry bodies.

Laghu Udyog Bharati, with over
55,000 members spread across 695
districts and more than 850 mem-
bers in the North East region, has
played a key role in fostering en-

trepreneurship and industrial de-
velopment nationwide. 

At IIF 2025, the organisers are
planning more than 500 stalls
spanning emerging and traditional
sectors such as artificial intelli-
gence, drones, electric vehicles,
defence, renewable energy, hand-
loom and handicrafts, tourism and
start-ups. 

The fair will facilitate business-
to-business and business-to-gov-
ernment interactions, investor
summits, technology transfer ses-
sions with IIT Guwahati, export
promotion workshops and policy
dialogues on industrial reforms.

The organisers stated that the
upcoming edition of the fair will
not only help catalyse the growth
of existing businesses but also
open opportunities for aspiring en-
trepreneurs through expert-led ses-
sions on business planning,
financing and market access. 

Dedicated platforms for women
entrepreneurs, start-ups and arti-
sans are expected to provide
greater exposure and collaboration,
while sessions on waste-to-wealth,
renewable energy and green indus-

trial practices will highlight the
commitment to sustainability.

LUB’s participation as MSME
partner at Advantage Assam 2.0 in
February 2025 was recalled as a
reaffirmation of its commitment to
industrial transformation and
MSME empowerment in the state
and region. The organisation has
now extended invitations to entre-
preneurs and state governments of
the North East to participate in the
fair and showcase their One Dis-
trict One Product initiatives
through dedicated pavilions,

thereby contributing to shaping the
industrial future of the region.

Addressing the media in Guwa-
hati, LUB Purbottar leaders includ-
ing Ashish Deorah, Manoj Lundia,
Partha Pratim Pathak, Pramod
Mour, Ravi Sureka and other exec-
utive members said the fair is de-
signed to transform the industrial
landscape of Assam and the North
East by attracting investments,
promoting local entrepreneurship
and integrating the region more
closely with the national and
global economy.

IIF 2025 to showcase Assam and North
East as emerging industrial hub

Demand for withdrawal 
to safeguard its identity, he said, ‘‘We have been left with no choice but to protest and agitate for our survival.’’
The northeastern state neighbouring Bangladesh witnessed a violent six-year-long anti-foreigner agitation,

which culminated in the signing of the Assam Accord in 1985. The pact established March 25, 1971, as the cut-
off date for determining the citizenship of migrants, with those arriving after this date to be detected and expelled.

The AASU was a key force behind the agitation. Sarma claimed that the Centre’s order was ‘‘communal, anti-
Assamese and destructive for the future of the state’s indigenous people’’. The order was even ‘‘more dangerous’’
than the CAA, and both should be withdrawn from the state, he said.

‘‘The Assam Accord had set March 1971 as the cut-off date for detecting and deporting illegal migrants, but
the CAA extended it to 2014 and now this order to 2024. The Government of India has once again betrayed
Assam,’’ he said.

Regarding Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma’s statement that so far only 12 people have applied for citi-
zenship under CAA and only three have got it, the AASU President said that people are not applying due to the
fear that if once the CAA is withdrawn from the state, they will be marked as foreigners.

‘‘The chief minister himself admitted that five people became ‘martyrs’ during the CAA agitation in the state
in 2019, then why is the state government not giving relief to their family members?’’ he asked.

The people of Assam have not accepted CAA, and ‘‘it must be withdrawn from the state,’’ the AASU President
asserted. Sarma said that fencing along the Indo-Bangladesh border is still incomplete and ‘‘this must be taken up
on a war footing’’. The AASU President said that today’s protest was the first phase of their agitation and will
conclude on September 23 with a torchlight procession.(PTI)

Minor boy’s death:
highlighting persistent risks in the city’s infrastructure works. Officials said that Kumar’s body was handed

over to his family after a post-mortem at GMCH, and his final rites were performed at Bhootnath crematorium
on Wednesday evening. The twin incidents have reinforced concerns over poor planning and oversight in Guwa-
hati’s civic management. Sarma, while expressing grief over the loss of the young boy’s life, said accountability
will be fixed, and steps will be taken to ensure such lapses are not repeated.

Centre asks industry 
reform in the goods and services tax (GST). Prime Minister Narendra Modi always fulfils promises, he added.
“What we thought could be big has turned out to be the biggest ever reform that India has seen since inde-

pendence. Besides many dimensions, consumers will benefit in a very big way with the reduction in taxes
across the board, on almost all items of our day-to-day needs,” Goyal said.

Besides the reduction in GST rates, the minister said the changes made in the process and procedure will
contribute to the ease of doing business.

“These lower rates will support the growth of demand and industry. The scale of operation in the country
will grow by leaps and bounds. Greater demand will lead to greater investment, greater jobs, and the virtuous
cycle of growth will get a leg up and a big boost,” he said.

This Diwali gift will contribute to ease of living, better quality of life for 1.4 billion citizens, Goyal said.
Asked about the Opposition’s criticism that this reform should have been brought 8 years back, the senior

BJP leader attacked the Congress party for spreading negativity at a time when India is the fastest growing
economy in the world.

The minister pointed out that the opposition was in its current state because of this negativity only.
“Sadly, just like Rahul Gandhi, does not understand that the world’s fastest growing large economy at 7.8

per cent growth in the first quarter is a matter of delight, joy and celebration,” Goyal said.
“Rahul Gandhi calls India a dead economy, despite being the world’s fastest-growing large economy. This

is the negative thinking of a certain set of people, and I condemn this kind of negativity,” he added.
Earlier, addressing the event, Goyal complimented the industry for making India the pharmacy of the world

and earning the trust of the entire globe with high-quality medicines, high-quality drugs and pharmaceuticals,
high quality health care. He asked the industry to maintain that trust. (PTI)

Nagaland govt closely
and ensure any plantation work is carried out jointly, with full coordination between district administrations,

police, forest department and local residents, he added.
The cabinet also decided to write to the Union Home Ministry over two concerns -- the presence of 45 per-

manent Assam Police posts in the DAB against the 1972 Interim Agreement (Nagaland has only temporary
posts after withdrawing its five permanent ones), and the control of CRPF operations resting solely with Assam
Police instead of under joint command, Patton said.

He said the cabinet has agreed in principle to form a Special Border Response Force (SBRF), comprising
Border Affairs, Police and Forest personnel, for quick intervention in border tensions. Appealing for caution
against unverified reports, Patton said the government is actively pursuing the matter at both state and central
levels to fully protect and safeguard the interests of the people living in the border areas. (PTI)

KAAC reviews progress
the council’s governance framework and to continue working with dedication towards the welfare and up-

liftment of the people of Karbi Anglong.

Kuki-Zo groups sign
and Kuki National Organisation (KNO) and United People’s Front (UPF) was held at New Delhi today.

The meeting concluded with the signing of a tripartite Suspension of Operations agreement on re-negotiated
terms and conditions (ground rules) to be effective from the day of signing of the agreement for a period of
one year,” the MHA statement said.

The other provisions include territorial integrity of Manipur will be maintained, all agreed for the need for
a negotiated solution to bring lasting peace and stability to Manipur.

The KNO and UPF have also agreed to relocate seven designated camps away from areas vulnerable to
conflict, reduce the number of designated camps, relocate the weapons with nearest CRPF and BSF camps,
stringent physical verification of cadres by security forces to de-list foreign nationals, if any.

There are seven constituents of UPF and 16 constituents of KNO.
A joint monitoring group will henceforth closely monitor enforcement of ground rules and violations will

be dealt with firmly in future, including review of the SoO agreement, the statement said.
“The Kuki-Zo Council has decided to open the National Highway-02 for the free movement of commuters

and essential goods. The KZC has given commitment to cooperate with security forces deployed by govern-
ment of India to maintain peace along NH-02,” it said.

The SoO agreement was first signed in 2008 and was renewed periodically.
However, it has not been extended since February 2024 due to the ethnic strife in the northeastern state.
Officials said the KNO and UPF as well as their constituents shall completely abjure the path of violence

and abide by the Constitution of India, laws of the land, and territorial integrity of Manipur.
The SoO agreement shall be followed by tripartite dialogue with KNO and UPF to pave the way for a ne-

gotiated political settlement under the Constitution of India in a time bound manner.
The KNO and UPF as well as their constituents shall not have association either at organisation level or at

individual level with any other armed group, within the country or outside, officials said.
The KNO and UPF as well as their constituents shall not undertake any offensive operations like ambush,

raid, sniping and attack leading to death/injury/damage or loss of property, kidnapping, extortion, intimidation,
etc. against security forces, other groups and/or the public, they said.

The security forces also will not launch operations against KNO and UPF as well as their constituents as
long as they abide by this agreement. The relocation of designated camps of the Kuki groups has been a long
standing demands of the Meitei groups which alleged that militants from these camps had earlier carried out
attacks on people living in the valley. They also sought opening of the national highway for free movement.

Manipur is currently under President’s rule which was imposed on February 13 after the then chief minister
N Biren Singh resigned on February 9 following months of ethnic violence.

The state assembly, which has a tenure till 2027, has been put under suspended animation.
After the imposition of the President’s rule, Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla had taken a number of steps to

restore peace and bring back normalcy, including asking those who looted arms from security forces. (PTI)

India’s infant mortality
urban areas in the last five decades,” it said.
The report said birth rate has declined by about 14 per cent in the last decade, from 21.4 in 2013 to 18.4 in 2023

with rural areas reporting a dip from 22.9 to 20.3 (about 11 per cent decline). For urban areas, it is from 17.3 to
14.9 (about 14 per cent decline).

Bihar reported highest birth rate of 25.8 while Andaman and Nicobar islands was at the lowest with 10.1 in
2023. Death rate has gradually declined over the last five decades from 14.9 in 1971 to 6.4 in 2023.

In rural areas, it decreased from 7.2 in 2022 to 6.8 in 2023. In urban areas, it went down from 6.0 in 2022 to 5.7
in 2023. Chandigarh reported the lowest death rate of 4 and Chhattisgarh the highest of 8.3, the report said.

“Mortality is one of the basic components of population change and the related data is essential for demographic
studies and public health administration. The Death Rate is one of the simplest measures of mortality and is defined
as the number of deaths per thousand population in a given region and time period,” the report said. (PTI)
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Women’s safety and welfare
top priority of govt: CM

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, Sept 4: Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on Thurs-
day asserted that the Assam Gov-
ernment has made the safety,
welfare and empowerment of girls
and women its foremost priority. 

He said the state has taken deci-
sive measures to end child mar-
riage and launched a series of
women-centric schemes to ensure
financial independence, social se-
curity and dignity for women
across the state.

Speaking at a programme in
Dhekiajuli, where he ceremonially
distributed cheques to 31,224
members of women Self-Help
Groups (SHGs) under the Chief
Minister’s Mahila Udyamita Ab-
hiyan, Sarma said that nearly 8.5
lakh women in Assam have al-
ready reached the level of ‘Lakh-
pati Baidews’, earning ₹1 lakh or
more annually. 

Many of them, he added, have
advanced further as ‘Maha Lakh-
pati Baidews’, with incomes

touching ₹10 lakh a year.
The chief minister highlighted

that with a revolving fund of
₹25,000 provided by the govern-
ment, SHGs have been able to free
themselves from the burden of
high-interest microfinance loans
and take up productive activities
with confidence. 

With 99 per cent repayment of
bank loans, he expressed optimism
that the remaining 32 lakh SHG
members would also be able to be-
come ‘Lakhpati Baidews’ in the
near future.

Sarma urged the beneficiaries to
channel the assistance into ven-
tures such as dairy, beekeeping,
preparation of traditional food
items and strengthening of family
enterprises. 

Explaining the phased structure
of the scheme, he said women in-
vesting the ₹10,000 seed capital
productively this year would qual-
ify for ₹25,000 next year with bank
support, followed by ₹50,000 in
the subsequent phase. 

He noted that the implementa-
tion would involve an expenditure
of ₹4,000 crore in the first stage,
₹10,000 crore in the second stage
and ₹25,000 crore in the third.

Reiterating the government’s
commitment to women’s welfare,
the chief minister announced that
from September 17, coinciding
with the birthday of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, beneficiaries
under Orunodoi 3.0 will start re-
ceiving ₹1,250 monthly assistance. 

In addition, Orunodoi families
will get a subsidy of ₹250 for LPG
purchases. From November 1, ra-
tion card holders will also receive
pulses, sugar and salt at subsidised
rates along with rice.

Minister for Health and Family
Welfare Ashok Singhal, MP Ranjit
Dutta, MLAs Ganesh Limbu and
Prithiraj Rabha, Additional Chief
Secretary of Panchayat and Rural
Development B. Kalyan
Chakravarty, District Commis-
sioner Ananda Kumar Das, Mis-
sion Director of Assam State Rural
Livelihoods Mission Kuntal Moni
Sharma Bordoloi and other senior
officials were present.

On the occasion, the chief min-
ister also laid the foundation stone
of the Akshaya Patra Centralised
Kitchen at Singrijan Field and in-
augurated the Postcard Resort at
Durrung Tea Estate in Sonitpur dis-
trict.

Cheques handed over to 31,224 members of women SHGs under Mahila Udyamita Abhiyan Demand for withdrawal of
CAA from Assam gets louder

GUWAHATI, Sept 4: The All
Assam Students’ Union (AASU) on
Thursday protested for 11 hours
against the Centre’s recent order
under the Foreigners Act, allowing
members of minority communities
from neighbouring countries to stay
in India without valid documents,
and demanded that the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) be with-
drawn from the state.

The influential students’ body
demonstrated at all district head-
quarters, demanding that all for-
eigners, along with fundamentalist
elements, be sent back.

The Centre’s order, issued under
the recently implemented Immigra-
tion and Foreigners Act, 2025, al-
lows members of minority
communities—Hindus, Sikhs, Bud-
dhists, Jains, Parsis, and Chris-
tians—from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, and Pakistan who en-
tered India on or before December

31, 2024, to stay in the country
without valid travel documents, if
they fled religious persecution.

According to the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA),
which came into effect last year,
similar groups who arrived in India
on or before December 31, 2014,
are eligible for Indian citizenship.

AASU President Utpal Sarma
told reporters here that the Centre’s
move will open the ‘‘floodgates for
settling more illegal Hindu
Bangladeshis in Assam, which we
cannot allow.”

Noting that Assam is the only
state that has been agitating since In-
dependence (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Minor boy’s death: CM Sarma orders
for satellite mapping of open drains

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 4:  Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Thursday directed the state’s Chief
Secretary to use satellite imagery
to identify open drains across city
areas, particularly near construc-
tion sites, after a five-year-old boy
died in a tragic incident in Guwa-
hati.

Sarma said the step was neces-
sary not only to put in place pre-
ventive measures but also to
address a worrying trend of man-
hole covers being stolen at night,
creating serious safety hazards for
pedestrians and residents.

The directive came a day after
young Sunit Kumar, a Class I stu-
dent, fell into an open, under-con-
struction drain near Vivekananda
School in the city’s Kalapahar lo-
cality.

According to police, the incident
occurred around 3 p.m. on
Wednesday while the boy was

playing near the roadside. Despite
frantic efforts, his body could only
be recovered by 6 p.m. with the
help of Guwahati Police. Doctors
at Gauhati Medical College and
Hospital (GMCH) declared him
dead on arrival.

The incident has triggered wide-
spread outrage over the negligence
of civic authorities, who left dan-
gerous drains uncovered in a
densely populated residential area.
Concerned citizens also criticised
the indifference of some locals dur-
ing the rescue attempt, which they
said could have cost precious time.

On the same day, another
mishap was reported from Kahili-
para, where an elderly man identi-
fied as Fuljeet Sharma sustained
severe leg injuries after falling into
a roadside drain that was under
construction. The spot, meant to
serve as a pedestrian pathway, was
found to be unsafe and unpro-
tected, (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Nagaland govt closely monitoring Assam’s 
eviction drive at inter-state border: Dy CM Patton
KOHIMA, Sept 4: Nagaland
Deputy Chief Minister Yanthungo
Patton on Thursday said the state
government was closely monitor-
ing the eviction drives carried out
by Assam in the Disputed Area
Belt (DAB) along the inter-state
border.

Speaking in the assembly, Patton
said Nagaland first received re-
ports on July 16 of surveys in the
reserve forest area by Assam gov-
ernment officials.

The matter was immediately
raised by Nagaland’s Border Mag-
istrate with his counterpart in Sura-
pathar on July 17, followed by a
joint verification and a coordina-
tion meeting of district officials
from Niuland, Wokha and Go-
laghat on July 22, he said.

To assess the ground situation,
Patton said he, along with MLA
Achumbemo Kikon and represen-
tatives of Lotha Hoho, Lotha Stu-
dents’ Union and Western Sumi
Hoho, visited the areas in Wokha
and Niuland on July 24.

A week later, on July 30, the
state cabinet resolved that eviction
drives must be carried out jointly
by both states to prevent unilateral
action and illegal immigration, he
said.

Patton said tensions escalated on
August 21 when Assam’s Forest
Department began preparations for
plantations and erecting boundary
pillars in the evicted areas in
Wokha district.

Protests by local residents
prompted Nagaland’s chief secre-

tary to issue a press statement, re-
iterating that all activities in the
DAB must be done jointly.

On the same day, Wokha and
Golaghat officials held a second
round of talks, he said.

Patton, who is also the minister-
in-charge of border affairs, said
that following intervention by both
chief ministers, he, accompanied
by MLAs Y. Mhonbemo Humtsoe
and Achumbemo Kikon, met
Assam’s Forest Minister and Sura-
pathar legislator on August 23.

It was agreed that no plantations
or boundary pillars would be un-
dertaken until further discussion at
the chief minister level, he said.

The Nagaland cabinet on August
26 further resolved to evict illegal
immigrants (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Centre asks industry
to pass on GST cut

benefits to consumers
NEW DELHI, Sept 4: The indus-
try must pass on to consumers the
full benefits of the GST rate reduc-
tions, the “biggest ever reform”
since India’s independence, Union
Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Thursday.

Union Commerce and Industry
minister said the GST reforms
would boost demand in almost all
sectors, supporting the economic
growth of the country.

He urged the industry to encour-
age the sale of products made in
India in a big way.

The minister addressed a joint
event of the 2nd edition of India
MedTech Expo 2025 and IPHEX
2025, which is the 11th interna-
tional exhibition on pharma and
healthcare. He also spoke at Bharat
Nutraverse Expo 2025.

Talking about India’s growth
story, Goyal said the country in the
next two years would become the
third largest economy. India will
grow from a USD 4 trillion econ-
omy to a USD 30 trillion economy
by 2047.

“Yesterday’s reform in indirect
taxes in GST, coming on the back
of several initiatives over the last
11 years, is transformational in na-
ture, significantly impacting the
pharma sector, significantly im-
pacting so many sectors, right from
the farmer until our MSMEs,” he
said.

Every stakeholder in the coun-
try, every consumer, stands to ben-
efit,” Goyal added.

Terming the GST reforms as
“game-changing”, the minister
said the move would play an im-
portant role in the months and
years to come in the journey of be-
coming a developed country by
2047.

Goyal asked the industry to
“pass on all these benefits of GST
to the consumers.”

Speaking on the sidelines, Goyal
gave credit to the Prime Minister
for the transformative and path-
breaking (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

India’s infant mortality rate touches
low of 25, down from 40 in 2013

Kerala  reported a single digit IMR of 5

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Infant mor-
tality rate (IMR) in the country has
touched a record low of 25, a sharp
dip of 37.5 per cent from 40 in
2013, according to the Sample Reg-
istration System report for 2023 is-
sued by the Registrar General of
India.

IMR is a key public health indi-
cator defined as number of deaths of
children per 1,000 live births under
one year --  the lower the number
the better the health accessibility.

According to the SRS 2023 re-
port, which took into account the
data for 2023, IMR has registered a
dramatic 80 per cent decline from
129 in 1971. It shows that Madhya
Pradesh, Chattisgarh, and Uttar
Pradesh reported the highest levels
of IMR in the country at 37. The

lowest was Manipur at 3.
Kerala was the only of the 21

large states which reported a single
digit IMR of 5. It is second in the

country after Manipur.
The report shows a countrywide

decline of IMR from 44 to 28 in
rural areas. In in urban areas of the

country the numbers dipped from
27 to 18. This marks decadal drops
of about 36 per cent and 33 per cent
respectively.

The report also highlights decline
in birth rates and death rates in the
country.

Birth rate is a crude measure of
fertility of a population and is a cru-
cial determinant of population
growth. It gives the number of live
births per thousand population in a
given region and year.

“The Birth Rate at all India level
has declined drastically over the last
five decades from 36.9 in 1971 to
18.4 in 2023. The rural-urban differ-
ential has also narrowed over these
years. However, the Birth Rate has
continued to be higher in rural areas
compared to (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Inquiry Commission constituted to
probe Umrangso Mines Tragedy

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Sept  4: The Government
of Assam has constituted a One
Man Inquiry Commission under
Justice (Retd.) Anima Hazarika,
former Judge of the Gauhati High
Court, to investigate the Umrangso
Mines Tragedy in Dima Hasao dis-
trict, which claimed four lives and
left several persons missing.

The Commission has been
tasked with ascertaining the facts
and circumstances leading to the
incident and fixing responsibility
on officers, individuals, mining
companies or institutions found to
be at fault. 

It will also examine lapses, if
any, in safety measures and com-
pliance with regulations governing
mining operations.

As part of the inquiry process, a
public hearing will be conducted at
the Assam Administrative Staff
College, Guwahati, on September
9 and 11, 2025. 

During the hearings, evidence
and statements will be recorded
from affected families, witnesses,
organisations and other stakehold-
ers.

The Commission has appealed
to the public to participate in the
proceedings so that all relevant ac-
counts are placed on record and the
causes of the tragedy can be com-
prehensively understood. 

The findings of the inquiry are
expected to provide guidance for
ensuring accountability and pre-
venting such incidents in the fu-
ture.

Kuki-Zo groups sign pact with govt
NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Two prominent Kuki-Zo
groups on Thursday signed a suspension of operations
agreement with the government on re-negotiated
terms and conditions under which they agreed on
maintaining territorial integrity of Manipur, relocat-
ing designated camps away from vulnerable areas and
working for a solution to bring lasting peace and sta-
bility in the state.

The signing of the Suspension of Operations (SoO)
agreement with the Kuki National Organisation
(KNO) and United People’s Front (UPF) is also set
to have a positive impact on peace efforts in Manipur,
officials said.

Separately, civil society group Kuki-Zo Council
(KZC) has decided to open the National Highway-02,
which passes through Manipur for free movement of
commuters and essential goods.

The move comes ahead of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s likely visit to Manipur next week, first
since ethnic violence broke out between the Meiteis
and Kukis in May 2023.

The pact was signed after a series of meetings be-
tween the officials of Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) and a delegation of Kuki groups in last few
days here, according to an official statement issued

by the MHA.
Manipur has been witnessing ethnic violence since

May 3, 2023, after a tribal solidarity march was taken
out in the hill districts, in protest against the majority
Meitei community’s demand for Scheduled Tribe
(ST) status.

Since then, about 260 people, including members
of both the Kuki and Meitei communities as well as
security personnel, have been killed in the violence.
However, there has been relative peace in Manipur in
last few months.

“A tripartite meeting among representatives of
MHA, government of Manipur (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

KAAC reviews progress of
development projects 

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Sept  4: The 21st Execu-
tive Committee meeting of the
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Coun-
cil (KAAC) was held on Septem-
ber 3 under the chairmanship of
Chief Executive Member (CEM)
Tuliram Ronghang at the council’s
conference hall in the Old Secre-
tariat Building here. 

The session was convened to
take stock of ongoing projects and
deliberate on future initiatives
aimed at accelerating socio-eco-
nomic growth in Karbi Anglong.

The meeting reviewed the status
of development works across key
sectors including infrastructure,
road connectivity, education,
health services and implementation
of welfare schemes. 

Detailed discussions were held
on ensuring that projects taken up
under both state and central gov-
ernment schemes are executed in a
time-bound manner.

CEM Ronghang underscored the
need for transparency and account-
ability in carrying out government
programmes. 

He instructed all concerned de-
partments to expedite the comple-
tion of pending works and stressed
that timely delivery of projects is
essential to bring visible benefits to
the people of the district.

Senior Executive Members,
Members of the Autonomous
Council and departmental heads
participated in the session. 

They offered their views and
suggestions for preparing a more
people-centric action plan to ad-
dress developmental priorities in the
coming months. The meeting con-
cluded with a collective resolve to
strengthen (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

GUWAHATI, Sept 4: Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma has thanked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for ushering in “one of the most consequen-
tial reforms” in the country’s GST structure.

The GST Council on Wednesday evening ap-
proved a complete overhaul of the Goods and Serv-
ices Tax regime, limiting slabs to 5 per cent and 18
per cent, effective from September 22.

“Assam extends heartfelt gratitude to Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri @narendramodi Ji for ushering
in one of the most consequential reforms in India’s
GST structure, and to the GST Council for ensuring
these changes see the light of day,” he said in a post
on X.

Sarma said the new regime will serve as a “super
booster” for the Indian economy, bringing agility
to small and medium businesses, spurring job cre-
ation, driving consumption, and “most impor-
tantly, leaving more money in the hands of our
people”.

“Having closely followed the evolution of GST
over the last 8 years, particularly during my tenure
as Assam’s Finance Minister, I see this as a defining
moment. “India’s ability to successfully implement
GST and also to adapt and reform- when required-
is a shining testament to the Modi Government’s
firm yet flexible approach to governance,” he
added. (PTI)

Himanta thanks PM for ushering
in GST structure reforms

AASU protests Centre’s new order on foreigners in state
We have to protest and agitate for our survival: Students’ body

Agreement on maintenance of peace, Manipur’s territorial integrity
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‘From books to screens: 
The true meaning of Guru 

in changing times’
By: Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

Teacher’s Day is not just a
formal occasion, but it is a
day to understand the soul of

the society and the nation. When-
ever we take the name of Guru or
teacher, a personality emerges in
our mind, who is not only a teacher
but also gives direction to life. In
Indian culture, the teacher has been
called ‘Acharya’, which means one
who teaches through conduct. If
seen from this point of view, in
today’s era, the responsibility of
teachers has increased more than
ever, because this is the time when
technology and screen are affecting
the thinking and sensibilities of
children.

A few decades ago, the form of
education was limited to books,
classroom and dialogue. Students
used to listen carefully to the
teacher’s words and those words
became the basis of their life. But
the digital revolution has com-
pletely changed this scenario. The
growing influence of mobile
phones, internet and artificial intel-
ligence (AI) has opened countless
opportunities for students, but
along with it, it has also raised
many challenges. An ocean of in-
formation is now available at the
fingertips of every child, but in the
same ocean, there is also a web of
misinformation, misleading con-
tent and unlimited entertainment.
In such a situation, the question
arises that who will show the right
path to the children in this vast and
unbalanced information world?
The answer to this is - teacher.

The role of a teacher is no longer
limited to the textbook. He is a
guide, a value creator and a person-
ality builder. When a child is lost in
the world of mobile screens, it is
the teacher’s responsibility to intro-
duce him to the challenges of real
life. The aim of education should
not be only to get a degree or a job,
but it should also be that the child
becomes a responsible citizen of
the society, develops compassion,
sensitivity and discretion in him.

The teacher is the link that main-
tains a balance between home and
society. Home gives love and val-
ues to the child, but the teacher
makes them permanent. A teacher
does not only teach his students
mathematics or science, but also
teaches them how to face difficul-
ties, how to learn from failures and
the importance of honesty and truth
in life.

If we consider today’s education
system, we find that competition
and the race for marks have taken
over. Children work hard day and
night to score more marks, parents
also push them in the same direc-
tion, but in this process the founda-

tion of human values is getting
weakened. This is the reason why
self-centered tendencies, moral
degradation and insensitivity are
increasing in society. If there is
anyone who can remove this defi-
ciency, it is the teacher. If the
teacher wants, he can develop a
sense of cooperation, service, sym-
pathy and responsibility towards
society in children.

The impact of the screen has be-
come so deep that children are get-
ting away from real
communication. They make thou-
sands of friends on social media,
but are becoming victims of lone-
liness in real life. Only a teacher
can help them get out of this situa-
tion. When a teacher communicates
with children in the class, he does
not only teach, but also touches the
emotions of the children. A true
teacher is one who makes students
feel that they are important, their
problems are heard and they will be
guided.

The importance of a teacher is
not limited to students only. The
role of a teacher in nation building
is extremely crucial. It is said again
and again that the future of a coun-
try is shaped in its classrooms. This
statement is not just an ideal but a
harsh truth. If there are good teach-
ers in the classrooms, who will fill
the children with morality, knowl-
edge and self-confidence, then the
same children will go on to become
good citizens, leaders, scientists
and administrators. But if the
teacher is limited only to helping
the students pass the exams, then
the future of the society will be-
come dark.

Today, there is a need for teach-
ers to adapt themselves to the
times. Running away from technol-
ogy is not the solution, but it is im-
portant to adopt it in a positive
manner. If the teacher wants, he can
make the screen and digital medi-
ums aides in education. Technolo-
gies like online platforms,

educational videos, virtual labora-
tories and artificial intelligence can
increase the curiosity of children.
But among all these, no one can re-
place human interaction. Machines
can impart knowledge, but only a
teacher can impart values and sen-
sitivity.

On Teachers’ Day, we should
also remember that respect for
teachers should not be limited to
formal programs. This respect will
be meaningful only when we pro-
vide them with proper facilities,
training and an inspiring environ-
ment. Even today, many teachers
are doing wonders with limited re-
sources. They take out extra time
for their students, discover new
methods and improve the lives of
children. Such teachers should not
only be saluted, but their hard work
should be considered the biggest
asset of the nation.

The great philosopher and
teacher Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrish-
nan said that teachers are the soul
of society. Their teachings influ-
ence generations and the light that
comes from their personality
spreads far and wide. Today, when
we are celebrating Teachers’ Day,
we should take a pledge that we
will respect our teachers,
strengthen their role and ensure that
the coming generations acquire not
only information but also wisdom,
sensitivity and values.

Ultimately, in this fast-paced
world of screens and technology,
teachers are the balance that will
not let the rivers of knowledge and
culture dry up. They are the bridge
that connects the child to today and
takes him to the future. Therefore,
on this occasion, we should not
only respect the teacher, but also
implement his message in life. This
will be the true tribute to the Guru
tradition, which has taught us that
education is not just a means of
employment, but a medium to
make life meaningful and society
bright.

By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan 

Teaching is a profession through which the
foundation of human society is built and
the highest ideals of life are established.

The dignity of this profession is unparalleled
compared to any other occupation, as a teacher
not only imparts the light of knowledge but also
serves as a guide for the future of society. Teach-
ing is not merely a means of livelihood; it is a sa-
cred responsibility, a philosophy of life that
shapes human thought, behavior, and morality. A
teacher possesses an immense power to transform
an ordinary individual into an extraordinary one,
awakening their potential and paving the way for
societal progress. To understand the importance
of this profession, one must deeply analyze the
process of societal development, its dynamics of
change, and the impact of teachers across various
aspects of life. A teacher’s role is not confined
within the four walls of a classroom; their influ-
ence permeates every layer and corner of society.
Through their teaching, the cultural, moral, and
intellectual foundation of a society is strength-
ened. Through their guidance, a consciousness is
awakened in students’ minds, enabling them to
succeed in every sphere of life.

Knowledge is the cornerstone of human civi-
lization, upon which societal progress and ad-
vancement depend. Without knowledge, human
life is akin to darkness, where the possibilities for
progress are limited. A teacher’s primary respon-
sibility is to ignite this flame of knowledge and
ensure its transmission from one generation to the
next. However, the role of teaching extends be-
yond imparting textbook knowledge. Every mo-
ment of a teacher’s life—their conduct, words,
patience, and empathy—profoundly impacts stu-
dents. A teacher’s life itself is an open book from
which students learn values, ethics, and a sense
of responsibility. Through their teachings, stu-
dents not only acquire subject-specific knowledge
but also develop a new perspective on life. This
perspective inspires them to face life’s challenges,
set goals, and achieve them. Through this role, a
teacher shapes an individual’s personality, en-
abling them to become a responsible member of
society. The teacher’s guidance instills a strength
in students that helps them succeed in all areas of
life, teaching them how to express their potential
and address life’s challenges. Thus, teaching can-

not be considered merely a profession of dissemi-
nating knowledge; it is a creative process that shapes
the future of society. Through this role, a teacher es-
tablishes a strong foundation that propels society
toward greater progress and prosperity.

It must be acknowledged that education lies at
the core of any positive societal change, and at
the heart of education is the teacher. A teacher
plants the seeds of new ideas in students’ minds,
enabling them to challenge outdated beliefs, su-
perstitions, and injustices. Through their teach-
ings, students develop critical thinking skills,
learning to question, seek truth, and stand for jus-
tice. This critical thinking paves the way for so-
cietal transformation. A teacher’s education
fosters a sense of social responsibility in students,
motivating them to work for the betterment of so-
ciety. Beyond imparting knowledge, a teacher
also shoulders the responsibility of preserving
and transforming society’s moral and cultural val-
ues. Through their teachings, the new generation
develops a consciousness that fights against in-
justice, inequality, and discrimination. This trans-
formative role of a teacher makes positive societal
change possible. Their education strengthens the
moral foundation of society, guiding it toward a
more just, equitable, and progressive direction.
Through this transformative power, a teacher cre-
ates a ripple effect of positive change across all
levels of society, inspiring students to contribute
to societal progress.

A teacher leaves a profound impact on stu-
dents’ lives, reflected in every aspect of their ex-
istence. Through their teachings, students not
only gain knowledge but also develop a new out-
look on life. With a teacher’s guidance, they learn
how to confront life’s challenges, set goals, and
achieve them. A teacher’s inspiration instills con-
fidence, enabling students to succeed in every
field. Through empathy and support, a teacher
helps students recognize their potential and pur-
sue their dreams. This personal influence leaves
an indelible mark on students’ lives, shaping their
personality, thoughts, and perspectives. Through
this role, a teacher opens the path for an individ-
ual’s life, enabling them to become a responsible
and successful member of society. Their teach-
ings awaken a strength in students that aids their
success in all areas, teaching them how to express
their potential and solve life’s challenges.

A teacher does not merely impart knowledge;
they foster creativity in students’ minds. Through
their teachings, students develop new ideas,
thoughts, and possibilities. A teacher’s inspiration
teaches them how to express their creativity and
address life’s challenges innovatively. Through
guidance, students learn to find new solutions and
creatively tackle life’s problems. This creative
role of a teacher leads to new discoveries, ideas,
and possibilities in society. Their teachings
awaken a strength in students that opens new
paths and directions, contributing to a more ad-

vanced and prosperous society. 
Through their teachings, a teacher instills val-

ues of justice, honesty, empathy, and responsibil-
ity in students. Their guidance teaches students
how to become responsible citizens and con-
tribute to societal progress. Through this moral
responsibility, a teacher establishes a strong ethi-
cal foundation, making society more just and eq-
uitable. Their teachings foster a sense of social
responsibility, inspiring students to work for the
betterment of society. This moral role creates a
robust ethical foundation, encouraging every
member of society to walk the path of justice and
honesty.

A teacher unites students from diverse classes,
cultures, and backgrounds. Through their teach-
ings, students develop mutual respect, empathy,
and a spirit of cooperation. A teacher’s guidance
teaches them how to foster unity amidst diversity
and respect differences. This role establishes the
foundation for social cohesion, fostering a sense
of unity that inspires students to work together as
a collective force. Through this, a teacher builds
a strong social bond, uniting people from various
strata and strengthening society.

The impact of a teacher’s education is not
limited to a few years of a student’s life; it res-
onates throughout their lifetime and across gen-
erations. Their teachings awaken a strength that
reflects in every aspect of students’ lives.
Through guidance, students learn to face chal-

lenges, set goals, and achieve them. This long-
term impact establishes a strong foundation,
propelling society toward greater progress and
prosperity. A teacher’s education shapes a gen-
eration that works for societal betterment,
strengthening its moral and cultural foundation.
Through their teachings, a teacher fosters
awareness in the new generation, inspiring
them to contribute to societal progress. Their
guidance teaches students how to address soci-
etal issues and work for its betterment. A
teacher’s education creates a consciousness that
makes students aware of societal challenges,
inspiring them to find solutions and contribute
to progress. This role builds a strong social
consciousness, motivating every member of so-
ciety to work for its betterment.

From all these perspectives, it is clear that
teaching is not just a profession; it is a lifelong
responsibility, a sacred duty. Through a teacher’s
education, the future of society is shaped, its
moral and cultural foundations are strengthened,
and it progresses toward a more just, equitable,
and advanced direction. A teacher’s teachings
awaken a strength in students that aids their suc-
cess in every sphere of life. Their guidance
teaches students how to face challenges and real-
ize their dreams. Through this role, a teacher
builds a strong generation that works for societal
progress. For these reasons, teaching is regarded
as the greatest profession.

Teaching is the Greatest Profession
A teacher leaves a profound impact on students’ lives, re-
flected in every aspect of their existence. Through their

teachings, students not only gain knowledge but also de-
velop a new outlook on life. With a teacher’s guidance, they

learn how to confront life’s challenges, set goals, and
achieve them. A teacher’s inspiration instills confidence,

enabling students to succeed in every field. Through empa-
thy and support, a teacher helps students recognize their

potential and pursue their dreams. This personal influence
leaves an indelible mark on students’ lives, shaping their

personality, thoughts, and perspectives 

In the digital age, the form of education is
changing rapidly. This journey from book to
screen is imparting knowledge, but culture
and human values are being left behind. In
such times, the importance of a teacher in-

creases even more. Teachers are the bridges
that connect children to the present and take
them to a safe future. Machines can provide

information, but only a Guru can instill sensi-
tivity and build character. On this Teacher’s
Day, let us resolve that the rivers of culture

should never dry up in the race of technology.

By: Lalit Garg

Teachers are the true architects of civiliza-
tion and culture. No matter how much
progress science, technology, or politics

may achieve, if education and teachers do not
provide direction, humanity becomes direction-
less. This is precisely why the tradition of cele-
brating National Teachers’ Day on 5 September
began. This date marks the birth anniversary of
India’s former President, Dr. Sarvepalli Rad-
hakrishnan, which is observed as Teachers’ Day
in India. The purpose of this day is to honor the
significance, contribution, and guiding role of
teachers in society. It serves as a reminder to stu-
dents and the community that teachers are not
only knowledge-givers but also role models, in-
spirers, and builders of character. In today’s era
of creating a New India—a strong and devel-
oped India—the role of teachers has become
even more relevant.

Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan was born on 5
September 1888 in Tiruttani, Andhra Pradesh.
He was a distinguished philosopher, scholar,
teacher, and statesman. He taught philosophy at
prestigious institutions like Oxford University
and Calcutta University. His books Indian Phi-
losophy, The Hindu View of Life, and An Ide-
alist View of Life gained global recognition. He
served as Vice President of India from 1952 to
1962, and as President from 1962 to 1967. In
1954, he was awarded the Bharat Ratna. When
some of his students and friends wished to cel-
ebrate his birthday after he became President,
he humbly suggested that instead of celebrating
his birthday, the day should be observed as
Teachers’ Day. Since then, 5 September has
been commemorated as National Teachers’ Day.
Dr. Radhakrishnan’s message was clear: teach-
ers are the backbone of society, and honoring
them is the true foundation of nation-building.
This respect is not merely ceremonial but a
manifesto for the future of human civilization.

This day renews the nation’s commitment to
education, science, peace, and progress. India’s
history is deeply connected with the glorious tra-

dition of learning. Since ancient times, India has
been a global center of education and has played
the role of Jagatguru (World Teacher). Univer-
sities like Nalanda and Takshashila earned India
this status. 

The great philosopher Acharya Mahaprajna
once said: “The task of building character is ex-
tremely difficult, and it can only be accom-
plished by a selfless and aware teacher.” This
reminds us that a teacher is not merely an in-
former, but a guide to life itself. In the ancient
Indian vision, the purpose of education was ex-
pressed as “Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktaye”—educa-
tion is that which liberates. But in the modern
context, it has become “Sa Vidya Ya Niyuk-
taye”—education is that which gets you a job.
That is why, despite the increase in schools and
universities, crimes and corruption are also on
the rise. Mahatma Gandhi’s words remain rele-
vant: “When a school opens, a hundred prisons
close.” Sadly, today the reverse seems to be hap-
pening.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
has tried to change this perspective. It empha-
sizes not only what to study but also how to
study. Critical thinking, problem-solving, entre-
preneurship, and ethics have been placed at the
heart of education. But the central figure in all
of this remains the teacher. If teachers are unin-
spired, demotivated, or insensitive, no policy
can succeed. Education becomes meaningful
not merely through books and curricula, but
through the living presence of the teacher. For-
mer President and scientist Dr A. P. J. Abdul
Kalam once said: “If a country is to be corrup-
tion-free and become a nation of beautiful
minds, three key persons can make a differ-
ence—the father, the mother, and the teacher.”
This places teachers in the highest position of
responsibility. As India moves toward Amrit
Kaal, envisioning itself as a developed nation
by 2047, this dream can only be realized if
teachers shape a generation that is not only
knowledgeable but also virtuous.

Globally too, education has a decisive role.
Nelson Mandela said: “Education is the most

powerful weapon which you can use to change
the world.” Since seeds of war and terrorism are
sown in the human mind, we must sow seeds of
peace and coexistence from childhood itself.
Along with patriotism, children must also be
taught the spirit of universal love—humanity.
Only then can war, violence, and terror be erad-
icated. The Indian cultural maxim “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam” (the whole world is one family)
can guide this path. Yet, in reality, both educa-
tion and the teaching profession are gradually
shifting from mission to business. Knowledge is
being commercialized, and reports of distrust
and even violence between teachers and students
are on the rise. The responsibility of halting this
commercialization and reconnecting education
with human values rests foremost on teachers
themselves.

Today, what we need is not only an educa-
tional revolution but also a teacher revolution.
Good curricula, new technology, and modern in-
stitutions become meaningful only when they
are centered around inspiring teachers who can
guide students toward holistic development. Just
as fields, seeds, and tools are useless without the
farmer, schools, curricula, and technology are
meaningless without teachers. Swami
Vivekananda said: “All-round development
means expansion of the heart, elevation of the
mind, and greatness in action.” Teachers are the
ones who shape such personalities. The chang-
ing meaning of education has altered society’s
mindset. Today people merely want to be edu-
cated, not well-educated—that is, not virtuous
and value-oriented. Their goal seems limited to
intellectual growth alone. This is where teachers
have to play a transformative role, and much is
expected from the new education policy in this
regard.

The NEP’s primary aim is not just literacy but
also the development of social and emotional
skills. The goal of universal school education by
2030 has been set in this spirit. However, lack
of resources, scarcity of trained teachers, and the
challenges of a changing social environment re-
main major obstacles. Even so, India’s ancient
and rich educational tradition continues to in-
spire admiration among foreign scholars. F. W.
Thomas wrote: “Education in India is not an ex-
otic plant. There is no country in the world
where the love of knowledge arose so early or
exerted such a lasting and powerful influence.”
Though the role of teachers has changed with
time, their importance and responsibility in
shaping personalities has only grown. Without
the development of comprehensive abilities, it
is difficult to keep pace with the age. Strong de-
termination and the power to act are what refine
personality, and teachers are the ones who cul-
tivate such traits.

In this modern era of economic pressure, ter-
rorism, wars, and violence, the role of teachers
has become more vital than ever. They do not
just impart knowledge but also teach essential
life skills. Teachers collaborate with students to
instill moral values and peaceful living, which
are essential for good citizenship. To ensure ho-
listic development, teachers must prepare stu-
dents who are both scientific and spiritual,
whose intellectual, emotional, physical, and
mental faculties are harmoniously developed.
The true message of Teachers’ Day 2025 should
be that teachers are not merely professionals but
the soul-makers of society. If India truly wishes
to become a world leader once again, it will re-
quire not only a strong education policy but also
a dedicated army of visionary and committed
teachers. 

National Teachers’ Day – 5 September 2025

Need Knowledge with Character
and Education with Values
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By: Satyabrat Borah

Teachers Day is a special occasion
celebrated across the globe to
honor and appreciate the invalu-

able contributions of educators who
shape the minds and futures of individu-
als and societies. This day holds pro-
found significance as it acknowledges
the tireless efforts, dedication, and trans-
formative impact of teachers in nurturing
knowledge, values, and aspirations. In
many countries, Teachers Day is marked
with enthusiasm, gratitude, and reflec-
tion, serving as a reminder of the pivotal
role teachers play in building a progres-
sive and enlightened world. The essence
of this celebration lies in recognizing the
teacher as not just an instructor but a
mentor, guide, and catalyst for personal
and societal growth.

The origins of Teachers Day vary
across cultures, often tied to historical
figures or events that symbolize the rev-
erence for education. In India, for in-
stance, Teachers Day is celebrated on
September 5, commemorating the birth
anniversary of Dr Sarvepalli Radhakr-
ishnan, a distinguished philosopher,
scholar, and the second President of
India. Dr Radhakrishnan, a revered
teacher himself, believed that education
was the cornerstone of progress. When
his students proposed celebrating his
birthday, he humbly suggested that the
day be dedicated to honoring all teachers
instead. 

This gesture reflects the universal sen-
timent that teachers deserve recognition
for their selfless service. Similarly,
World Teachers Day, observed globally
on October 5, was established by UN-
ESCO in 1994 to focus on the rights and
responsibilities of teachers and to high-
light their role in achieving global edu-
cation goals. These historical roots
emphasize the timeless importance of
educators in shaping civilizations.

Teachers are the architects of society,
molding young minds into responsible,
thoughtful, and capable individuals.
Their significance extends beyond the
classroom, as they impart not only aca-
demic knowledge but also life skills, eth-

ical values, and critical thinking. A
teacher’s influence is profound, often
leaving a lasting impact that shapes a
student’s worldview and character.
Through their guidance, students learn to
navigate challenges, question assump-
tions, and pursue their dreams with con-
fidence. 

The ripple effect of a teacher’s work
is immense, as their students go on to
contribute to society in meaningful
ways, whether as scientists, artists, lead-
ers, or compassionate citizens. This
transformative power underscores why
Teachers Day is more than a ceremonial
event; it is a tribute to the enduring
legacy of those who educate.

The celebration of Teachers Day
serves as an opportunity to reflect on the
evolving role of teachers in a rapidly
changing world. In the past, teaching
was primarily about imparting knowl-
edge from textbooks, but today, educa-
tors are facilitators of holistic
development. They adapt to technologi-
cal advancements, incorporate innova-
tive teaching methods, and address
diverse learning needs. In an era of dig-
ital learning, artificial intelligence, and
global connectivity, teachers remain ir-
replaceable. They provide the human
connection that technology cannot repli-
cate, fostering creativity, emotional in-
telligence, and resilience in students. By
celebrating Teachers Day, societies ac-
knowledge the adaptability and re-
silience of educators who navigate these
challenges while remaining committed
to their mission.

One of the most compelling aspects of
Teachers Day is its ability to foster grat-
itude among students, parents, and com-
munities. For students, it is a chance to
express appreciation for the patience, en-
couragement, and wisdom their teachers
impart. Simple gestures like handwritten
notes, heartfelt speeches, or small tokens
of gratitude can convey the deep respect
students feel for their mentors. Parents,
too, recognize the partnership between
teachers and families in nurturing a
child’s potential. 

Communities benefit from the collec-
tive efforts of educators who prepare fu-

ture generations to tackle global chal-
lenges, from climate change to social in-
equality. Teachers Day thus becomes a
collective expression of gratitude, unit-
ing people in their shared appreciation
for education’s unsung heroes.

Teachers Day also highlights the need
to address the challenges teachers face.
Educators often work under demanding
conditions, juggling administrative re-
sponsibilities, large class sizes, and the
pressure to meet academic standards. In
many parts of the world, teachers are un-
derpaid and lack access to adequate re-
sources or professional development
opportunities. These challenges can hin-
der their ability to deliver quality educa-
tion and sustain their passion for
teaching. By celebrating Teachers Day,
societies are prompted to reflect on these
issues and advocate for better working
conditions, fair compensation, and poli-
cies that empower educators. Recogniz-
ing teachers’ contributions goes hand in
hand with ensuring they are supported to
thrive in their roles.

The significance of Teachers Day also
lies in its ability to inspire future gener-
ations of educators. Teaching is a profes-
sion driven by passion, not just for

imparting knowledge but for making a
difference in lives. By celebrating teach-
ers, societies encourage young people to
consider education as a noble and fulfill-
ing career path. The stories of dedicated
teachers who go above and beyond, like
staying late to help a struggling student,
creating innovative lesson plans, or ad-
vocating for inclusive education—serve
as powerful examples of the impact one
individual can have. Teachers Day show-
cases these stories, inspiring others to
join the profession and continue the
legacy of shaping minds.

Teachers Day fosters a sense of unity
and shared purpose within the education
community. Schools and institutions
often organize events, such as award cer-
emonies, cultural programs, or work-
shops, to celebrate teachers’
contributions. These events strengthen
the bond between teachers, students, and
administrators, creating a supportive en-
vironment where education can flourish.
They also provide a platform for teachers
to share their experiences, exchange
ideas, and reflect on their journey. This
sense of community is vital, as teaching
can sometimes feel isolating, especially
in challenging circumstances. By com-

ing together to celebrate, educators are
reminded that they are part of a larger
mission to empower and uplift society.

The global perspective on Teachers
Day further amplifies its significance.
While the date and customs may differ,
the underlying theme of honoring teach-
ers transcends borders. In China, Teach-
ers Day is celebrated on September 10
with great reverence, reflecting the cul-
tural value placed on education. In the
United States, National Teacher Appre-
ciation Week in May includes a specific
Teachers Day, where communities rally
to show their support. In countries like
Thailand and Mexico, unique traditions,
such as offering flowers or hosting cere-
monies, highlight the universal respect
for educators. These diverse celebrations
underscore the shared understanding that
teachers are the backbone of progress,
regardless of geography or culture.

Teachers Day also serves as a call to
action for governments and policymak-
ers to prioritize education. Quality edu-
cation, as outlined in global frameworks
like the United Nations’ Sustainable De-
velopment Goals, is a fundamental right
and a prerequisite for sustainable devel-
opment. 

Teachers are at the heart of this mis-
sion, yet many education systems face
shortages of qualified educators, partic-
ularly in underserved regions. By dedi-
cating a day to teachers, societies are
reminded to invest in teacher training,
recruitment, and retention to ensure
every child has access to quality educa-
tion. This focus on systemic change is
crucial for addressing inequalities and
building a more equitable world.

The emotional resonance of Teachers
Day cannot be overstated. For many, it
evokes memories of teachers who made
a difference in their lives—those who
believed in their potential, offered en-
couragement during difficult times, or
inspired them to pursue their passions.
These personal connections highlight the
unique bond between teachers and stu-
dents, one that often lasts a lifetime.
Teachers Day provides an opportunity to
reconnect with these mentors, whether
through a heartfelt message or a visit, re-

inforcing the enduring impact of their
guidance. This emotional connection is
what makes the day so meaningful, as it
celebrates not just a profession but the
human relationships that define it.

Teachers Day is a celebration of
knowledge itself. Teachers are the custo-
dians of wisdom, passing down lessons
from one generation to the next. They
preserve cultural heritage, advance sci-
entific discovery, and promote critical
thinking, ensuring that humanity contin-
ues to grow and evolve. By honoring
teachers, societies reaffirm their commit-
ment to learning as a lifelong pursuit.
This emphasis on knowledge is particu-
larly relevant in today’s world, where
misinformation and polarization pose
significant challenges. 

Teachers equip students with the tools
to discern truth, question biases, and en-
gage with the world thoughtfully, mak-
ing their role more vital than ever. As we
celebrate Teachers Day, it is also a mo-
ment to look forward to. 

The future of education is filled with
possibilities, from personalized learning to
global collaboration. Teachers will con-
tinue to be at the forefront of these innova-
tions, guiding students through an
ever-changing landscape. 

By recognizing their contributions, we
not only honor their past and present ef-
forts but also empower them to shape a
brighter future. Teachers Day is a re-
minder that education is a collective en-
deavor, one that requires the support of
communities, governments, and individ-
uals to thrive.

Teachers Day is a profound celebra-
tion of the individuals who dedicate their
lives to education. It is a day to express
gratitude, reflect on challenges, and in-
spire future generations. Teachers shape
not only individual lives but the very
fabric of society, making their work in-
dispensable. By honoring them, we ac-
knowledge the power of education to
transform, uplift, and unite. Whether
through a simple thank you or a grand
ceremony, Teachers Day reminds us to
cherish the educators who light the path
to a better world, ensuring their legacy
endures for generations to come.

Celebrating Teachers: The Heart of Education

By: Diganta Barooah

Teachers are the pillars of our society and it
is through their contribution that every
young mind is nurtured to be a part of the

promising future. They recognize the potential in
each student and offer unwavering support so that
every child can flourish in their life.  In India, the
role of a teacher has always been revered because
many great minds in the country have made mas-
sive contributions to the field of education. From
the ancient wisdom of Chanakya to the great men-
torship of Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, the country is
rich with people who are great sources of inspira-
tion.  Great teachers of all time include figures
from diverse backgrounds such as the philoso-
phers Socrates, Confucius, and Aristotle; Indian
educators and reformers like Savitribai Phule,
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, and Swami
Vivekananda; and innovators such as Maria
Montessori and Anne Sullivan, who each pro-
foundly influenced education and society through
their unique methods and philosophies. 

International and Ancient Thinkers
Socrates (470-399 BCE):
Socrates (born c. 470 bce, Athens [Greece]—

died 399 bce, Athens) was an ancient Greek
philosopher whose way of life, character, and
thought exerted a profound influence on Classical
antiquity and Western philosophy.Socrates is con-
sidered as the father of Western philosophy,
known for his Socratic method of teaching
through questioning.   Socrates lived in Athens
Greece his entire life (469-399 BC), cajoling his
fellow citizens to think hard about questions of
truth and justice, convinced as he was that “the un-
examined life is not worth living.” While claiming
that his wisdom consisted merely in “knowing that
he knew nothing,” Socrates did have certain be-
liefs, chief among them that happiness is obtain-
able by human effort. Specifically, he
recommended gaining rational control over your
desires and harmonizing the different parts of your
soul. Doing so would produce a divine-like state
of inner tranquility that the external would could
not effect. True to his word, he cheerfully faced
his own death, discussing philosophy right up to
the moments before he took the lethal hemlock.
Through his influence on Plato and Aristotle, a
new era of philosophy was inaugurated and the
course of western civilization was decisively
shaped.

Confucius (551-479 BCE):
Confucius was a pivotal moral educator in East

Asia whose teachings continue to influence cul-
ture and ethics.   Better known in China as “Mas-
ter Kong” (Chinese: Kongzi), Confucius was a
fifth-century BCE Chinese thinker whose influ-
ence upon East Asian intellectual and social his-
tory is immeasurable. As a culturally symbolic
figure, he has been alternately idealized, deified,
dismissed, vilified, and rehabilitated over the mil-
lennia by both Asian and non-Asian thinkers and
regimes. Given his extraordinary impact on Chi-
nese, Korean, Japanese, and Vietnamese thought,
it is ironic that so little can be known about Con-
fucius. The tradition that bears his name – “Con-
fucianism” (Chinese: Rujia) – ultimately traces
itself to the sayings and biographical fragments
recorded in the text known as the Analects (Chi-
nese: Lunyu).

Aristotle (384-322 BCE):
Aristotle was a polymath and student of Plato,

whose wide-ranging works covered philosophy,
science, and more.   Aristotle is a towering figure
in ancient Greek philosophy, who made important
contributions to logic, criticism, rhetoric, physics,
biology, psychology, mathematics, metaphysics,
ethics, and politics. He was a student of Plato for
twenty years but is famous for rejecting Plato’s
theory of forms. He was more empirically minded
than both Plato and Plato’s teacher, Socrates. As
the father of western logic, Aristotle was the first
to develop a formal system for reasoning. He ob-

served that the deductive validity of any argument
can be determined by its structure rather than its
content. Aristotle was the founder of the Lyceum,
a school based in Athens, Greece; and he was the
first of the Peripatetics, his followers from the
Lyceum. Aristotle’s works, exerted tremendous in-
fluence on ancient and medieval thought and con-
tinue to inspire philosophers to this day.

Influential Indian Educators
Savitribai Phule (1821-1897):
India’s first female teacher, she co-founded

schools for girls and championed women’s rights
and equality.   The epitome of courage and social
justice, Savitribai Phule, was India’s first female
and one of the best teachers in India. She fought
against societal norms to make education accessi-
ble for marginalized girls. Since her birth in 1821,
she faced discrimination for being a woman of a
lower caste and was denied the right to education.
In 1848, she opened a school in Pune for untouch-
able girls which was met with fierce opposition.
But, she continued undeterred in her brave en-
deavours. Her life story continues to inspire edu-
cators and social reformers across generations.
Her struggles remind us that education is not just
a privilege, but a right.  Let us look at some of
Savitribai Phule’s quotes:

“The lack of learning is nothing but gross bes-
tiality. It is through the acquisition of knowledge
that (he) loses his lower status and achieves the
higher one.”

“We shall overcome and success will be ours in
the future. The future belongs to us.”

“Sit idle no more. Go get an education.”
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan (1888-1975):
A philosopher-president of India, his birthday

is celebrated as Teachers’ Day, recognizing his sig-
nificant impact on education and philosophy.
Born in 1888, Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan com-
pleted his Master’s in Philosophy at the young age
of 21. He was not only a renowned philosopher
and statesman but also a teacher who was widely
respected for his passion and dedication.  Presti-
gious institutions like the Mysore Presidency Col-
lege, the University of Mysore, and Andhra
University witnessed his career as an educator.
Teacher’s Day in India is celebrated on his birth-
day, 5th September, every year. It serves as proof
of his undeniable contribution to the field of edu-
cation.  Some of Dr. Radhakrishnan’s quotes are:

“Books are the means by which we build
bridges between cultures.”

“A life of joy and happiness is possible only on
the basis of knowledge and science.”

“We must recall humanity to those moral roots
from which both order and freedom spring.”

Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902):
Swami Vivekananda was a Hindu monk and

philosopher who spread the wisdom of Vedanta to
the West and advocated for the Gurukula system.
Born as Narendranath Datta in 1863, Swami
Vivekananda was a social reformer as well as one
of the great teachers of India. His greatest tangible
contribution is the Ramakrishna Mission which is
a centre for learning and service even today.
Vivekananda believed in a Gurukul system where
teachers and students lived and learned together.
He has also captivated audiences across the globe
with his powerful lectures on faith, education, and
social issues plaguing India. His teachings encour-
aged individuals to break free from limitations and
recognize their inherent potential. He continues to
remind us that true education must empower us to
bring forth a change in ourselves and the world
around us.  Some inspiring quotes from
Vivekananda are :

“Arise! Awake! Stop not until the goal is
reached.”

“Everything is easy when you are busy. But
nothing is easy when you are lazy.”

“Talk to yourself at least once a day otherwise
you may miss meeting an excellent person in this
world.”

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941):

Rabindranath Tagore was a poet, philosopher,
and educator who founded Visva-Bharati Univer-
sity and believed in nurturing the mind.   One of
the greatest contributions of Rabindranath Tagore
is the composition of India’s national anthem. He
also founded the Visva-Bharati University in
Shantiniketan. According to Tagore, learning ex-
isted beyond the four walls of a classroom.  He
emphasized activities like drama, music, and even
tree climbing. His innovative approach to teaching
made him a famous teacher in India and a pioneer
in Indian education. Even today, he continues to
inspire generations to learn with joy and embrace
their individuality.  The following Tagore quotes
are quite popular:  “It is very simple to be happy,
but it is very difficult to be simple.”

“The highest education is that which does not
merely give us information but makes our life in
harmony with all existence.”

“The main object of teaching is not to give ex-
planations, but to knock at the doors of the mind.”

Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya (1861-1946)
Born in 1861, Madan Mohan Malaviya strongly

believed that education was a tool for both indi-
vidual empowerment and national progress. His
most significant contribution is the establishment
of the Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Asia’s
largest residential university. Malaviya’s influence
spread through the national consciousness as well.
He popularized the motto “Satyameva Jayate”
(Truth alone triumphs). Thus, his dedication to ed-
ucation earned him recognition as one of India’s
finest educators. Generations of teachers and
learners continue taking inspiration from him.
Some of Malviya’s famous quotes are:

“If you admit internal purity of the human soul,
you or your religion can never get impure or de-
filed in any way by touch or association with any
man.”

“Fearlessness is the only way to Freedom. Be
fearless and fight for justice.”

“Knowledge without humility is useless.”
Swami Dayananda Saraswati (1824-1883)
Swami Dayanand Saraswati was born into a re-

ligious family which fuelled his curiosity about
the true essence of Hinduism. This led him to im-
merse himself in Vedic and Sanskrit studies, even-
tually becoming a renowned scholar. He founded
the Arya Samaj and fought for equal rights for
women, including education.  He also established
Gurukuls which focused on Vedas, Sanskrit, and
religious knowledge. His deep understanding and
ability to explain complex concepts in simple
terms made him an excellent teacher. He attracted
students from diverse backgrounds, leaving a per-
manent mark on Indian education and social re-
form.  Some quotes of Swami Dayanand
Saraswati are :

“Validation of culture of a child is itself a vali-
dation of a child itself.’

“Give the world the best you have and the best
will come back to you.”

“The highest form of service is to help a person
who is incapable of thanking in return.”

Munshi Premchand (1880-1936)
Munshi Premchand started teaching around

1900 to support his family. His passion for writing
increased during this period. Influenced by Swami
Vivekananda’s social reform ideals, Premchand
began shaping his observations of rural life and
societal struggles into powerful stories.  He wrote
numerous novels, short stories, and essays that
beautifully capture the essence of everyday India
with poignant realism. Today, his works are cele-
brated for their social commentary and literary
merit, earning him the title “Man of Letters.”
Some wise words of Premchand include:

“To be successful in life what you need is ed-
ucation, not literacy and degrees.”

“Wealth and compassion are opposites.”
“Like timidity, bravery is also contagious.”
Chanakya (c. 350-275 BCE):
Chanakya was a statesman and strategist who

helped found the Maurya Empire and was known

for his teachings on economics and politics.
Chanakya, sometimes known as Kautilya or Vish-
nugupta, was a significant figure in Indian history.
His influence and contribution are found in the
scholarly writings of “Nitishastra” (Chanakya
Niti) and “Arthashastra” which offer timeless in-
sights into statecraft, diplomacy, and social con-
duct.  These historical relics continue to inspire
countless individuals even today. Chanakya
wasn’t just a teacher, he was also a philosopher
who paved the way for success for generations of
leaders, thinkers, and students.  Chanakya quoted:

“No one can defeat a powerful mind.”
“Education is the best friend. An educated per-

son is respected everywhere. Education beats the
beauty and the youth.”

“Never settle for anything less than what you
deserve. It’s not pride, it’s self-respect.”

Gautam Buddha (563 or 480 BCE - 483 or
400 BCE)

Born as Siddhartha in 563 or 480 BC, Gautama
Buddha, renounced his royal life and earthly com-
fort to become a teacher. His most significant
teaching was the Eightfold Path, a practical frame-
work that included the right view, intention,
speech, action, livelihood, effort, mindfulness, and
concentration.  This path is considered to be a
roadmap to ethical living, inner peace, and ulti-
mately, liberation. To spread his message across
India and beyond, Buddha established a commu-
nity of disciples. His teachings gradually gave
birth to the religion of Buddhism.  Hence, he is
not just a historical figure but also a great teacher
whose lessons remain relevant. His emphasis on
mindfulness, compassion, and non-violence con-
tinues to inspire millions today.  A few enlighten-
ing words from Buddha are:

“You only lose what you cling to.”
“Win in your mind and you will win in your re-

ality.”
“You cannot always control what goes outside,

but you can always control what goes inside.”
Pioneering Educators
Dr Maria Montessori (1870-1952):
Dr Maria Montessori, an Italian physician

and educator, is celebrated for her innovative
educational method that mirrors how children
naturally learn. Her pioneering child-centered
learning methods are still used today.   On Jan-
uary 6, 1907, she opened the Casa dei Bambini
(Children’s House) in Rome, which quickly
gained attention. Her extensive writing and
travel led to the global spread of Montessori
schools. Born on August 31, 1870, in Chiar-
avalle, Italy, Dr. Montessori was influenced by
her well-educated mother and the rich educa-
tional environment of Rome. Her early immer-
sion in libraries, museums, and schools shaped
her vision and passion for learning, guiding her
to develop her renowned educational approach.
Maria Montessori, an exceptional student, de-
fied traditional gender roles from an early age.
At 13, she entered an all-boys technical institute
to study engineering but later shifted to medi-
cine. Despite an initial rejection by the Univer-
sity of Rome’s medical program, Maria’s
perseverance led to her admission after taking
additional courses. She graduated in 1896 as
one of Italy’s first female physicians, marking
a significant achievement in a male-dominated
field and showcasing her strength, dedication,
and resilience. In 1907, Maria opened a full-day
childcare center in San Lorenzo, Rome, for un-
derserved children aged 3 to 7. This center, later
known as the Casa dei Bambini, was Italy’s first
of its kind. Despite initial challenges, the chil-
dren thrived with Maria’s specially designed
learning materials, demonstrating increased
concentration and self-discipline.  The success
of her methods led to widespread recognition,
with Montessori schools opening across West-
ern Europe and the United States, including the
first American Montessori school in Tarrytown,
NY, in 1911.  Some inspiring quotes of Dr.

Maria Montessori are :
“The teacher’s task is not to talk, but to pre-

pare and arrange a series of motives for cultural
activity in a special environment made for the
child.”

“The instructions of the teacher consist then
merely in a hint, a touch—enough to give a start
to the child. The rest develops of itself.”

“Here is an essential principal of education: to
teach details is to bring confusion; to establish the
relationship between things is to bring knowl-
edge.”

Anne Sullivan (1866-1936):
Anne Sullivan was known as the “Miracle

Worker” for her revolutionary teaching methods
that helped Helen Keller overcome her disabilities.
Anne Sullivan Macy (1866-1936) was a woman
whose brilliance, passion, and tenacity enabled her
to overcome a traumatic past. She became a model
for others disadvantaged by their physical bodies,
as well as by gender or class.  Anne was a pioneer
in the field of education. Her work with Helen
Keller became the blueprint for education of chil-
dren who were blind, deaf-blind, or visually im-
paired that still continues today. Samuel L.
Clemens (Mark Twain) dubbed her a “miracle
worker.”     From childhood and beyond, Helen’s
teacher, Anne Sullivan, aided in her pupil’s pursuit
to understand the world. Anne utilized protactile
sign language, which is orientated by touch and is
used on the body, and experiential learning tech-
niques to bring the power of words to Helen’s fin-
gertips. Her methods are still implemented today.
Anne mentioned the power of experiential learn-
ing. Outdoor lessons about trees, flowers, and an-
imals are effective in helping students learn
language because these topics are all things chil-
dren love and are curious about. Anne gave Helen
ample opportunity to engage with her surround-
ings and allowed her to find excitement in obtain-
ing new knowledge. Thus, Helen’s repertoire of
words was built quickly, and she maintained a life-
long love of learning.   Some motivational quotes
of Anne Sullivan are:

“Keep on beginning and failing. Each time you
fail, start all over again, and you will grow
stronger until you have accomplished a purpose -
not the one you began with perhaps, but one you’ll
be glad to remember.”

“Every renaissance comes to the world with a
cry, the cry of the human spirit to be free.”

“Children require guidance and sympathy far
more than instruction.”

Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam (1931-2015):
Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam was a renowned scien-

tist and former President of India who inspired
youth to pursue science and innovation.   Though
widely known as a scientist and statesman, Dr.
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam is also considered one of the
best teachers in India. Despite achieving the pres-
tigious titles of “Missile Man” and President of
India, Kalam found immense joy in interacting
with children.  He delivered lectures across the
country with utmost emphasis on equal access to
education in both urban and rural areas. He also
stressed the importance of basic amenities like
water, playgrounds, and toilets for every student.
His focus on values and ethics continues to inspire
generations. His contributions are proof of how he
touched countless lives without standing behind a
formal podium.   Some motivational quotes by
Kalam are :

“If you want to shine like a sun, first burn like
a sun.”

“All of us do not have equal talent. But, all of us
have an equal opportunity to develop our talents.”

“Don’t take rest after your first victory because
if you fail in the second, more lips are waiting to
say that your first victory was just luck.”

Every great mind was once a student who was
guided by a great teacher to achieve success in
life. Hence, it is crucial to set a great example for
the students so that they can follow in their foot-
steps.    

All time great teachers of the world: A Tribute 
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 4: On 3rd September,
the highest policy-making body of GST, the
GST Council, in its 56th meeting, decided
that from 22nd September onwards, the
four-slab GST rates of 5%, 12%, 18%, and
28% would be merged into two slabs of 5%
and 18%.

Terming this dual-rate GST decision as
historic and revolutionary, Assam BJP
Spokesperson Debojit Mahanta stated that
nearly 99% of goods currently taxed at 12%
GST would now come under 5% GST. As
a result, more money will remain in the
hands of the common people, thereby in-
creasing their purchasing power.

Mahanta explained that GST, imple-
mented on 1st July 2017, was a reform that
consolidated 17 different indirect taxes
such as State VAT, Central Sales Tax, Ad-
ditional Central Excise Duty, Entertainment
Tax, Entry Tax, Purchase Tax, and Lottery
Tax. At that time, the Congress had mocked
the BJP, calling GST a “Gabbar Singh
Tax.” But today, even the Congress and
states where the BJP is not in power are
compelled to acknowledge GST reform as
a positive step.

Speaking at a press conference at the
Assam BJP State Headquarters on the his-
tory of GST, Mahanta strongly criticized
the Congress, saying that the GST, which
they did not dare to implement during their

rule, was finally implemented by the BJP-
led government under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Criticizing the Congress
for distorting or ignoring history, Mahanta
reminded that the idea of GST was first
raised in Parliament by Finance Minister V.
P. Singh during Rajiv Gandhi’s tenure in
1986. Later, in 1991, during Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao’s tenure, Finance Minister
Manmohan Singh brought it to the winter
session for discussion. In 2005, Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh accepted the Kelkar
Committee report recommending GST for
simplifying indirect taxation. Even in the
2006–07 Budget, Finance Minister P. Chi-
dambaram had proposed GST implementa-
tion and allocated funds for its rollout by
2010. However, despite years of delibera-
tion, the Congress never had the courage to
implement it. It was finally the Modi-led
BJP government that introduced GST in the
interest of the people through the 101st
Constitutional Amendment, effective from
1st July 2017.

Mahanta further stated that the new ver-
sion of GST would reduce tax rates on daily
essentials such as sofas, toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, soaps, shaving cream, butter, ghee,

cheese, snacks like bhujiya and mixtures,
baby napkins, etc., from the earlier 18%
and 12% slabs to just 5%. The new version
would also bring a major transformation in
healthcare by completely removing the ear-
lier 18% GST on premiums for personal
health insurance and life insurance. Simi-
larly, all education-related essentials such
as books, notebooks, paper, pencils,
erasers, etc., which previously carried 12%
GST, would now be fully exempt. For
farmers, tractors and other essential agri-
cultural machinery taxed earlier at 28%,
18%, and 12% will now be taxed at just
5%. To bring smiles to the faces of ordinary
people, GST on three-wheelers, two-wheel-
ers, and four-wheelers up to 1200 cc will be
reduced from 28% to 18%.

Mahanta concluded by saying that
guided by the Rigveda’s principle “Bahujan
Sukhaya, Bahujan Hitaya” (for the happi-
ness and welfare of the many), and inspired
by the profound philosophy of Integral Hu-
manism and Antyodaya, the BJP-led central
and state governments have always worked
for the welfare of the people. The historic
dual-rate GST reform of 5% and 18% is a
direct outcome of that vision

Dual-Rate GST reform a historic, people-centric step says Debojit Mahanta

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, Sept 4: In order to ex-
plore research work and other re-
lated areas of mutual interest,
Tezpur University has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Far Eastern Fed-
eral University (FEFU), Vladivos-
tok, Russia yesterday. 

It is a prestigious public univer-
sity located in Vladivostok, Russia.
Established in 1899, it is one of
Russia’s leading educational insti-
tutions, offering a wide range of
programs, including medicine, en-
gineering, humanities, and natural
sciences.

The MoU was formally signed
by Prof Shambhu Nath Singh, Vice
Chancellor, Tezpur University and
Prof. Evgeny E Vlasov, Vice Pres-
ident for International Relations,
FEFU. The MoU was inked on the
sidelines of the Eastern Economic
Forum currently being held in
Vladivostok, Russia. Prof.
Subhrangshu Sekhar Sarkar, Di-
rector, International Affairs,
Tezpur University was also present

on the occasion.
The MoU calls for various

areas of activities that include in-
tention to establish joint dual de-
gree educational programs in the
field of Construction and Civil
Engineering, intention to imple-
ment research work on Construc-
tion, Civil Engineering, Machine

Learning, Artificial Intelligence
and other related areas of mutual
interest. The MoU will also open
various other activities including
field trips, exchange of students,
exchange of faculty members,
joint research projects, joint con-
ferences; joint cultural programs
and any other joint activities as

agreed upon by both Parties. The
MoU will be effective for a pe-
riod of 5 years.

Prof Shambhu Nath Singh, in
his speech at the MoU signing cer-
emony mentioned that Russia has
a remarkable tradition of engineer-
ing resilience, born from experi-
ence in diverse and often extreme
climatic conditions. Indian engi-
neers, on the other hand, have
honed their ability to execute
large-scale projects swiftly and ef-
ficiently, often within the con-
straints of time and resources. He
appreciates the unique opportunity
to nurture a new generation of en-
gineers—professionals who are
both innovative and practical,
strategic and adaptable.

He also expressed that such col-
laboration would also broaden the
horizons of Tezpur University stu-
dents. He expressed that exposure
to two distinct educational ecosys-
tems, research cultures, and socie-
tal needs would make the students
more agile in responding to com-
plex global problems. 

Tezpur University signs MoU with Russian University

Assam Government issues
Eco-Friendly guidelines

for Durga Puja
BJP strengthens position in Margherita,

400 plus Congress workers join party
HT Correspondent

MARGHERITA, Sept 4: In
Margherita, no BJP workers have
joined the Congress party as BJP
MLA Bhaskar Sharma from the
83rd Margherita Legislative As-
sembly constituency has chal-
lenged that if anyone can prove
such claims, he will resign from his
MLA post as this was said on thurs-
day by Margherita MLA Bhaskar
Sharma during a mass joining pro-
gramme at Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Bhawan in Margherita. 

On 1st september during a party
programme in Margherita former
MLA and current Nagaon Lok
Sabha MP Pradyut Bordoloi, in a
press conference held at Margherita
Congress Bhawan, claimed that
over 300 BJP have joined the Con-
gress party as refuting this claim,
Margherita MLA Bhaskar Sharma
labeled it as complete misinforma-
tion.

During a large-scale joining pro-
gramme organised by the
Margherita BJP Sadar, Town and
Block Mandal at the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Bhawan in Margherita,
Bhaskar Sharma criticized Pradyut
Bordoloi, stating that despite being
a minister and MLA for 18 years,
Bordoloi failed to bring any devel-
opment to the constituency. 

Sharma further remarked that
after losing the 2016 election,
Pradyut Bordoloi fled from
Margherita and is now attempting
to mislead the public with false
propaganda upon his return. 

Sharma accused Bordoloi of
staying at a safe distance during
crises like floods and other disas-
ters in the constituency, claiming
that the people of Margherita no
longer trust him. 

Bhaskar Sharma added that no
matter how many banners and

posters Pradyut Bordoloi puts up
with his son Prateek Bordoloi, the
public will not believe them as
Bhaskar Sharma challenged
Pradyut Bordoloi to contest from
83rd Margherita Legislative As-
sembly Constituency seat on behalf
of Congress if he has the courage.

In a significant joining pro-
gramme led by Simanta Madhav
Katoky Secretary of BJP
Margherita Town Mandal, over 400
Congress,Raijor Dal,AJP workers
and leaders from various non-polit-
ical organisations formally joined
the BJP as the joining programme
was led by Tara prasad Dehingia,
the recently resigned president of
Margherita Block Congress Com-
mittee. 

Addressing the media during the
programme Tara prasad Dehingia
said, “I left the Congress party due
to family-centric politics and the
lack of opportunity to express my
opinions within the party as we
have joined the BJP, inspired by its
principles and ideology.” 

Tara Prasad Dehingia expressed
regret that despite years of dedi-
cated service and sacrifices for
Congress, the party leadership
failed to value his contributions as
he also made it clear that the pri-
mary reason for his dissatisfaction
was Pradyut Bordoloi efforts to
promote his son, Prateek Bordoloi,
within the party.

With elections approaching, new
political dynamics are emerging
across the state and 83rd
Margherita Legislative Assembly
Constituency in Tinsukia district of
Assam has once again become a
focal point of political activity. 

Since 2016, the constituency has
been considered a safe stronghold
for the BJP, with the party consis-
tently winning elections. 

Speaking at the event, BJP Tin-
sukia District President Kush kanta
Borah described the joining pro-
gramme as a “turning point” in the
constituency’s political history as
he stated, “The joining of over 400
Congress workers has significantly
strengthened the BJP’s organisa-
tional power and this strength will
yield significant results for the BJP
in the upcoming elections.”

Tinsukia Zilla Parishad
Bhadeswar Moran praised MLA
Bhaskar Sharma efficiency, noting
that real development in the con-
stituency began only after Sharma
became MLA and he highlighted
that during Congress rule, traveling
between remote villages took
hours, and vehicles could hardly be
used, forcing people to rely on bi-
cycles as however, since 2016
under Bhaskar Sharma leadership,
the transportation system has seen
remarkable improvements, resolv-
ing these issues.

The event was attended by key
BJP leaders including BJP Tin-
sukia District Mahila Morcha
President Nibha Jyoti Phukan,
Bharatiya Janata Yuba Morcha,
Tinsukia District vice president
Bhabesh Dutta, Treasurer
Dheeraj Sonowal, senior BJP
leader Bhim Karmakar,
Margherita Municipal Board
Chairman Anand Kumar Sharma,
presidents of Margherita BJP three
mandals Sukhdev Sharma, Suman
Khalen, Naba Dutta along with
other party leaders and workers.

This massive joining programme
has significantly bolstered the
BJP’s position in Margherita as po-
litical analysts believe that this
event will pave the way for a new
direction in Margherita’s politics
ahead of the 2026 upcoming as-
sembly elections. 

JACAS stages motorcycle rally demanding
fifth round of talks on autonomous state

HT Bureau,
DIPHU, Sept 4: The Government
of Assam has called upon all dis-
tricts, including Karbi Anglong, to
observe Durga Puja in an eco-
friendly manner. The Assam Pollu-
tion Control Board and the
Environment and Forest Depart-
ment have issued detailed guide-
lines aimed at reducing pollution
and protecting water bodies during
idol immersion.

The guidelines specify that idols
must be crafted from clay and
painted with biodegradable colors.
The use of plaster of Paris, chemi-
cal paints, plastics, and thermocol
has been strictly prohibited. Puja
committees have also been advised
to ensure segregation and disposal
of worship materials, and to con-
trol noise levels by following per-
missible limits for sound systems.

On September 11 at 11.00 am in
the Circuit House, Diphu the Dis-
trict Administration will convene a
meeting with all Puja Committees
of Karbi Anglong, along with po-
lice, line departments, and kar-
makartas. The meeting will brief
stakeholders on the eco-friendly
directives and outline steps for
their implementation during the
Puja season.

Arrangements at designated im-
mersion sites will include barricad-
ing, safe disposal facilities, and
water quality monitoring. The
Assam Pollution Control Board
will deploy monitoring teams to
observe compliance. The Govern-
ment has appealed to all Puja or-
ganisers and citizens to celebrate
responsibly, preserving both tradi-
tion and the environment.

Jam-e-Masjid Imam
Parishad extends 

support to UPPL for 
Upcoming BTC Election

National Seminar on ‘Tradition and Experiment of Hindi in Northeast
India’ to be organised by Rabindranath Thakur Viswavidyalaya 

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Sept 4: As the
BTC general elections is scheduled
to be held on September 22, the
Jam-e-Masjid Imam Parishad ex-
tended support to the ruling UPPL
party in the interest of peace, har-
mony, and development in
Bodoland region.

Addressing the reporters at a
press conference on Thursday in
Kokrajhar, Sheikh Ahmed Ali, Gen-
eral Secretary of Kokrajhar and
Chirang district committees of the
Jam-e-Masjid Imam Parishad,
stated that peace and communal
harmony have been remained intact
in the five-year rule of the UPPL
government in BTR under the lead-
ership of Pramod Boro. He empha-
sized that to preserve this peaceful
atmosphere in Bodoland, Pramod
Boro’s party must be brought back
to power for another five years to
have good governance and healthy
development in Bodoland region.

He also appealed to all commu-
nities, including religious minori-
ties, irrespective of caste, creed, or
faith, to rise above narrow interests
and cast their votes for the UPPL
under Pramod Boro’s leadership in
the BTC elections. He praised
Pramod Boro’s initiatives that
helped restore peace in Bodoland
over the past five years. The
Parishad also strongly condemned
BJP’s tactics to capture power in
BTC, warning people to remain polit-
ically vigilant and vowing to boycott
the violence-prone BJP in the region.

During the press meet, the
Parishad criticized BJP for branding
religious minority citizens in dis-
tricts like Dhubri, Goalpara, and
Chapar as “Bangladeshis,” thereby
humiliating, depriving, and discrim-
inating against them. It appealed to
the people not to allow such com-
munal and violent forces like BJP to
gain ground in the BTC elections.

15,000 students to perform
‘Manuhe Manuhor Babe’ at Nagaon

on Birth centenary of legendary
singer Dr Bhupen Hazarika

HT Correspondent 
NAGAON, Sept 4: In connection
with the upcoming celebrations of
the birth centenary of legendary
singer and musical maestro Bharat
Ratna Dr Bhupen Hazarika, a press
conference was addressed by Na-
gaon District Commissioner, De-
bashish Sarma, at the District
Commissioner’s conference hall
today here. The District Commis-
sioner briefed the media about the
programmes scheduled to be held in
the district to commemorate the
birth centenary of the legendary
singer. On September 7, 2025, a cul-
tural programme featuring Dr Haz-
arika’s timeless songs will be
organized at his residence in
Kuthuri, starting from 7 pm till late
night. The programme will feature
invited artistes from the district.

On September 10, 2025, at 11
am, a mass singing programme of
Dr Hazarika’s iconic song “Manuhe
Manuhor Babe” will be held at the
Nagaon Sports Association play-
ground Nurul Amin stadium, in-
volving around 15,000 students
from universities, colleges, and
schools. A 5-member team from
India Book of Records, Kolkata,
will be present to witness the event
and consider it for inclusion in the
records. The District Commissioner
appealed to the public to actively
participate in the programmes and
light two candles each at their
doorsteps on September 8, 2025,
which marks Dr Hazarika’s birth
anniversary, as a tribute to the leg-
endary singer. Following the press
conference, the District Commis-
sioner held a meeting with the heads
of universities, colleges, and schools
to review the preparations for the
mass singing programme scheduled
for September 10. The meeting was
attended by Additional Commis-
sioners, Inspector of Schools, District
Information and Public Relations Of-
ficer, and District Cultural Develop-
ment Officer, among others, an
official release added here.

HT Correspondent
HOJAI, Sept 4: A two-day national seminar on the
topic “Tradition and Experiment of Hindi in Northeast
India” will be organized by the Hindi Department of
Rabindranath Thakur Viswavidyalaya, Hojai, with the
support of Central Hindi Institute, Agra Guwahati
Center on upcoming 14th and 15th September, 2025
in university campus.

Talking to our Correspondent,Dr. Manoj Kumar
Swami, HOD, Hindi Department,RTU said that the
objective of this event is to evaluate the historical tra-
dition, literary contribution and contemporary exper-
iments of Hindi language in Northeast India. He said
that this seminar will underline the contribution of
those scholars, litterateurs and institutions who have

made Hindi a medium of emotional unity in this re-
gion.

Dr. Swami further said that in the seminar, while
discussing the various dimensions of the Indian
knowledge tradition, there will be an in-depth discus-
sion on the interrelationships of language, literature
and culture. This platform invites scholars and intel-
lectuals from across the country for a literary dialogue,
so that the feeling of sensitivity and dedication to-
wards Hindi can be further strengthened.

This effort on the part of the Hindi Department will
not only encourage regional linguistic coordination,
but will also prove to be an important step towards
awareness and research towards Hindi at the national
level. 

HT Bureau,
DIPHU, Sept 4: The Joint Action Committee for Autonomous State
(JACAS) - a platform of like-minded social organisations, for nego-
tiating with the Central government on Autonomous State, yesterday
(September 4) took out a motorcycle rally from Diphu to Dokmoka
market, to pressurise the Central government for resumption of fifth
round of talks with the JACAS members on Autonomous State.

Before flagging off the motorcycle rally, JACAS members remem-
bered Rahul Singnar, recognised as a martyr, who died in the police
firing on July 31, 2013 agitation here.

The Chief Executive Member (CEM) of Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council (KAAC), Tuliram Ronghang in honour of late
Singnar laid the foundation stone for setting up of his (late Singnar)
statue at the premises of Diphu Government Boys Higher Secondary
School here yesterday (September 3).

It may be noted here that the Congress government at the Centre
on the night of July 30, 2013 has made an announcement to proceed
with the formation of a new Telangana state. The decision reignited
long-standing demand for a separate state among different ethnic
groups across India, including the Karbi people in Assam.

On the following day i.e. July 31, saw mass uprising in Karbi An-
glong and West Karbi Anglong demanding a separate state in line
with Telangana. The district headquarter, Diphu witnessed protesters
targeting government institutions. The agitatoinists set ablaze veteri-
nary, irrigation, agriculture, health, ICDS and PWD offices across
the districts. The protestors removed a portion of the railway track
between Diphu and Daldali stations and set ablaze the All India
Radio Diphu Station.

As the protest turned violent in Diphu, police resorted to lathi
charge and firing upon an irate mob, as a result some agitators sus-
tained bullet injuries. Among them was Rahul Singnar, who suc-
cumbed to his injury. The July 31 agitation resulted in the formation
of the Joint Action Committee for Autonomous State (JACAS) on
August 3 in Diphu. It was a common platform with various social
organisations. In these 13 years of Autonomous State demand the
JACAS has held four rounds of talks with the Central government.

JACAS chairman, Stalyn Ingti said the motorcycle rally was taken
out to pressurise the Central government for inviting JACAS for the
fifth round of talks on the Autonomous state issue.

“We have completed four rounds of talks with the Central govern-
ment on the Autonomous State issue, and we are now urging the gov-
ernment to convene for the fifth round of talks,” Ingti said.

The event was graced by the presence of Executive Member (EM)
KAAC; MLA Bidya Sing Engleng and JACAS chairman, Stalyn
Ingti; general secretary, Roshon Teron; secretary, Tingku Engti,
members Longsodar Engleng and Moses Teron and former chairman,
JACAS Khorsing Teron.

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Sept 4: The Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan, a nationwide initia-
tive launched by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India,
with the vision of empowering tribal communities through awareness
and inclusion in government schemes. The central objective of the
campaign is to bridge the gap between policy and people, ensuring
that the most vulnerable sections of society benefit from welfare
measures.

Inaugurating the programme at Diphu Orbit Bhavan, Deputy Com-
missioner, Nirola Phangchopi, emphasized that the core mission of
the Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan is to uplift tribal communities from the
grassroots level to high standard of socio-economic development.

She explained that “Adi” signifies the original or ancient, symbol-
ising the government’s responsibility to elevate tribal populations
from traditional ways of life to modern progress.

The DC highlighted that department officials and staff from Edu-
cation, Social Welfare, Public Health Engineering, and Health have
been assigned the responsibility of spreading awareness. Their task
is to inform tribal people about the intent and scope of various gov-
ernment welfare schemes so that no eligible beneficiary is left out.

Drawing attention to the Orunodoi scheme in Karbi Anglong dis-
trict, she noted that although 91,500 beneficiaries were targeted, only
82,775 have been covered, leaving nearly 10,000 deprived. She re-
marked that lack of awareness often leads to missed opportunities
and called on all department heads to intensify efforts to create in-
formed communities. The Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan seeks not only to
inform but to empower, ensuring that development reaches from the
grassroots upward.

Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan launched in Diphu

Mera Yuva Bharat, Hojai organized workshop
on PM’s flagship schemes at Kaki 

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Sept 4: A youth workshop on PM’s flagship schemes
was successfully concluded at Kaki Senior Secondary School, a
prominent educational institution in Hojai district today. 

The workshop was organized by Mera Yuva Bharat Hojai, under
the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India, in
collaboration with the voluntary organization “Amar Jyoti Rural De-
velopment Association”.

The workshop featured prominent resource persons, including
Sunita Bordoloi, Member of the Anchalik Panchayat; Mukuta Bora,
of Kaki Senior Secondary School; Dr Sujit Dev Nath, Expert Doctor
and official of Amar Jyoti Rural Development Association; Kiran
Kalita, research scholar at Assam University; and Dhananjay Taluk-
dar, Accounts and Program Officer of Mera Yuva Bharat, Nagaon
and Hojai. They provided insightful analysis and information on var-
ious topics, leaving the audience spellbound.

Over a hundred young participants attended the workshop, receiv-
ing training on various aspects of government schemes, including
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, Digital India, Pradhan Mantri
Surya Ghar Muft Bijuli Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana,
Skill India, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Swachh Bharat, and Ayushman
Bharat, etc.

Raj Mahmud, a journalist and youth leader, conducted the work-
shop. Mazidul Islam, DDU-GKY Mobilizer Head of Morkajul Ma-
Arif, explained how Skill India training can help individuals secure
jobs in the private sector.

Zila Sainik welfare office Diphu 
observes ‘Data Updation Week’ 

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Sept 4: Zila Sainik Welfare Office, Diphu Observes ‘Data
Updation Week’. The Zila Sainik Welfare Office, Diphu is observing
‘Data Updation Week’ from 26 August 2025 to 08 September 2025,
with the objective of updating the records of Ex-Servicemen and their
dependents. It has come to the notice of Zila Sainik Welfare Office,
Diphu, Karbi Anglong that a significant number of pensioners
(Army/Navy/Air Force) are neither registered with this office nor in
regular communication with this office. As a result, Zila Sainik Welfare
Office, Diphu, Karbi Anglong is unable to disseminate information re-
garding various welfare schemes offered by the Central and State Gov-
ernments, thereby depriving them of the benefits of such schemes.

The ZSWO Diphu, Karbi Anglong urges all Ex-Servicemen, wid-
ows, and their families residing in Karbi Anglong and West Karbi
Anglong district to update their details. The prominent citizens, local
leaders, and community representatives are also requested to encour-
age participation among the Ex-Servicemen community so that the
records of the ex-servicemen community can be updated. 

As a part of this initiative, the staff of the ZSWO Diphu, Karbi Ang-
long will also conduct field visits in the greater areas of Bokajan, Siloni-
jan, Sarahijan, Deopani, and Japrajan under Karbi Anglong District on
06 September 2025. For any assistance or to update records, Ex-Service-
men may please contact Chandra Lal Sarmah, UDA (Mobile:
8638940640) and Dibyajuti Swargiary, LDA (Mobile: 7086268655).

Body recovered
HT Correspondent 

DEMOW, Sept 4: A person
drowned in the ditch water in
Panidehing Dhai Ali near Demow
while going for fishing on Wednes-
day morning. The victim has been
identified as Nabin Konwar (45),
an inhabitant of 1 No Rupahibam
Gaon. According to Sources,
Nabin Konwar, an inhabitant of 1
No Rupahibam Gaon, and his col-
league went for fishing with nets in
the ditch water in Panidehing Dhai
Ali on Wednesday morning. While
fishing, unfortunately, Nabin Kon-
war fell down into the ditch and
drowned. The local People in-
formed the Nitaipukhuri Police and
SDRF. 
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Civil aviation min launches new
terminal at Donyi Polo airport

ITANAGAR, Sept 4: Union min-
ister Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu
on Thursday said that civil aviation
has been a key sector for the NDA
government, with the number of
airports, fleet of aircraft and pas-
sengers doubling in the last 11
years.

Speaking to reporters after inau-
gurating a new terminal of the
Donyi Polo Airport at Hollongi
near here, the Union Civil Aviation
Minister lauded Chief Minister
Pema Khandu’s efforts in the com-
pletion of the project.

“The new terminal building has

a pre-covered capacity of 800 pas-
sengers, enabling it to handle up to
15 lakh people annually. This is a
significant jump from the earlier
temporary facility, which could ac-
commodate just 150 passengers,”
the minister said.

“The Centre has laid special
focus on improving air connectiv-
ity in the Northeast,” he said.

The Donyi Polo Airport, which
began operations in 2022, is
among several airports in
Arunachal Pradesh being devel-
oped, along with Pasighat, Tezu,
and Ziro.

Daily flight services to Delhi
will commence from Donyi Polo
Airport from September 17, up
from four-days-a-week services at
present, he said.

“Daily flight services from
Itanagar to other major cities will
also commence soon,” Naidu said.

At present, the airport connects
Itanagar with Guwahati, Kolkata,
and Tezu.

Naidu said discussions were un-
derway to expand regional links,
including the development of hel-
iports across the state.

“This is part of the extended

UDAN scheme, which has been
renewed for another 10 years to
improve domestic and regional
connectivity by supporting airlines
on routes that were previously con-
sidered unviable,” he said.

The modified scheme will place
special emphasis on the Northeast,
hilly states, and aspirational dis-
tricts, he added.

The minister also launched sev-
eral passenger-centric initiatives at
the airport, including the UDAN
Yatri Cafe to provide affordable
food and beverages; a library al-
lowing travelers to pick up and
drop off books across airports; the
AVASAR platform for self-help
and women’s groups to sell local
products; and a new kids’ store for
families travelling through the air-
port.

“These initiatives are part of a
broader plan to enhance the over-
all passenger experience. The
government is looking at provid-
ing free Wi-Fi for both domestic
and international passengers, as
well as installing more charging
stations and workstations,” the
minister added.

Khandu, state Civil Aviation
Minister Balo Raja, Chief Secre-
tary Manish Kumar Gupta, and
Airports Authority of India (AAI)
chairman Vipin Kumar were pres-
ent. (PTI)

Modi’s leadership transformed northeast,
says Arunachal CM at aviation summit

ITANAGAR, Sept 4: Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu on Thursday
said the last decade under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
brought historic transformation to
the Northeast, with connectivity
and development initiatives reach-
ing even the remotest villages of
Arunachal Pradesh.

Speaking at the inaugural ses-
sion of the third North-East Avia-
tion Summit and the
North-Eastern Regional Ministers’
Conference on Civil Aviation here,
Khandu thanked Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan
Naidu and the ministry for “pro-
viding a vital platform for dia-
logue and policy shaping” in the
sector.

“The country has transformed in
civil aviation in the last decade.
Similarly, when you talk about de-
velopment of the Northeast, ten
years back it was a different his-
tory. Today, it has totally changed.
This whole credit goes to our

prime minister,” Khandu said.
He recalled Modi’s 2014 direc-

tive that “India will only move
forward when the Northeast
moves forward”, noting that since
then, Union ministers have made

regular trips to the region, with the
prime minister himself making
over 60 visits.

The CM said Modi is scheduled
to visit Guwahati on September 13
and Itanagar on September 22.

The chief minister underlined
Arunachal’s progress in connec-
tivity, citing highways, digital net-
works, railways, and air links.

“We have built the Hollongi
Greenfield Airport in a record
three years, along with Pasighat,
Tezu, and Ziro airports, besides
developing eight advanced land-
ing grounds. Under the UDAN
scheme, these airports are now
connected, giving Arunachal a
success story it never had before,”
he said.

Khandu urged the civil aviation
ministry to craft a Northeast-spe-
cific policy under the renewed
UDAN scheme to address chal-
lenges of terrain, weather, and run-
way limitations.

He suggested developing

Guwahati as a regional hub with
smaller airports like Tezu, Ziro,
Mechuka, Vijaynagar, Silchar, and
Ruksin functioning as spokes.

The chief minister also recom-
mended higher viability gap fund-
ing (VGF) for airlines in the
region, implementation of Re-
quired Navigation Performance
(RNP) for safer flights, promotion
of short take-off and landing
(STOL) services, and the creation
of a dedicated helicopter emer-
gency medical service (HEMS)
network.

“Time is money, and to save
time, nothing is like civil aviation.
If we work as a team, we can
achieve the dream of a developed
Northeast and a developed India,”
Khandu asserted.

The event was attended by min-
isters from Assam, Sikkim, Mizo-
ram, officials of the civil aviation
ministry, Airports Authority of
India (AAI), DGCA, and industry
representatives. (PTI)

Chowna Mein attends 56th GST Council
Meeting, hails landmark tax reforms

BJP Arunachal hails historic GST reform

HT Bureau
ITANAGAR, Sept 4: The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), Arunachal Pradesh, has welcomed the historic
reform of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) an-
nounced by Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man, describing it as a milestone for the state’s
economic growth and development.

In an official statement issued on Thursday, BJP
spokesperson and MLA Topin Ete extended congrat-
ulations to all traders, consumers and citizens of
Arunachal Pradesh, noting that the new GST frame-
work, set to be implemented from September 22, will
bring substantial relief to households and the business
community.

“The reform has brought smiles to the people ahead
of the festive season of Pooja and Diwali, ensuring re-
lief and benefits for both traders and consumers,” the
statement said. It also appealed to all trader organisa-
tions and consumer bodies to acknowledge the initia-
tive of the Government of India, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man.

The BJP reminded that the reform was earlier an-
nounced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his 79th
Independence Day address from the Red Fort, and
added that the measures are aimed not only at ratio-

nalising tax rates but also at structural changes to en-
hance ease of living and ease of doing business.

According to the official release, the GST slabs
have now been simplified into two categories, while
the long-standing issue of compensation cess is being
addressed. 

A wide range of items has seen rate cuts, benefiting
both households and industries.

Among the key highlights cited in the statement
were: nil GST on UHT milk, paneer and Indian
breads; reduction to 5% on food products such as
namkeen, sauces, noodles, coffee, ghee, butter and
chocolates; and a lowering of tax on consumer
durables like air conditioners, televisions above 32
inches, dishwashers, monitors and projectors from
28% to 18%.

Other major reductions include small cars and mo-
torcycles under 350 cc now attracting only 12% GST
instead of 28%, agricultural and forestry machinery
brought down to 5%, cement, buses, trucks, ambu-
lances and auto parts reduced to 18%, and manmade
fibre and yarn cut to 5%.

Life-saving medicines have also been exempted
from GST, with three critical cancer and chronic dis-
ease drugs moved from the 5% bracket to nil. 

Similarly, spectacles and goggles will now attract
only 5% GST.

At the same time, the BJP statement underlined that
luxury and sin goods would continue to be taxed at
higher rates. Pan masala, gutkha, chewing tobacco,
cigarettes, aerated drinks and sweetened beverages
will carry a 40% GST rate, while mid-size and large
cars, aircraft, yachts and other special vehicles for per-
sonal use will remain in the higher tax bracket.

In a significant relief to policyholders, GST has
been exempted on all individual life insurance poli-
cies, reinsurance, and health insurance policies, in-
cluding those for families and senior citizens.

Describing the reform as “landmark,” the BJP as-
serted that the measures reaffirm the government’s
commitment to the welfare of the common people, the
middle class, and the business community, while also
strengthening the economy of Arunachal Pradesh in
particular.

New terminal highlights sector’s growth in NE

Landslides in
Arunachal’s Tawang,

BRO clears roads
ITANAGAR, Sept 4: Heavy rain-
triggered landslides were reported
near Jang town in Arunachal
Pradesh’s Tawang district, blocking
key stretches of the strategic Bali-
para-Charduar-Tawang (BCT) road,
a critical supply line to the frontier
areas. However, the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) restored traffic
movement by Wednesday midnight,
ensuring uninterrupted movement
of military convoys and essential
supplies, a Defence spokesperson
said on Thursday.

The landslides took place on
Wednesday evening, blocking key
stretches of the strategic road.

“Personnel of the 42 Border
Roads Task Force (BRTF) launched
clearance operations. Working
under difficult conditions amid con-
tinuous rainfall, the teams cleared
the stretches and traffic flow was re-
stored within a short span of time,”
Guwahati-based Defence
spokesperson Lt Col Mahendra
Rawat said in a statement. The BRO
personnel also reached out to the
stranded tourists, providing them
with food and drinking water until
the roads were declared safe. (PTI)

Arunachal minister urges Centre to
strengthen air connectivity in state

ITANAGAR, Sept 4: Arunachal
Pradesh Civil Aviation Minister
Balo Raja on Thursday urged the
Union Civil Aviation Ministry to
strengthen connectivity in the fron-
tier state by expanding routes, up-
grading airports and advanced
landing grounds (ALGs), and de-
ploying CISF personnel at key air-
ports.

“We need runway extension and
Instrument Landing Systems at
Tezu Airport and existing ALGs
like Ziro, Aalo, Pasighat, Tuting,
Walong, Vijoynagar and
Mechuka,” Raja said while ad-
dressing the third North-East Avi-
ation Summit and Regional
Ministers’ Conference on Civil
Aviation here.

“Since these ALGs serve both
civilian and defence purposes, I
also request induction of small air-
craft with short take-off and land-
ing (STOL) systems, which are
ideal for such locations,” the min-
ister said.

On security, Raja pressed for ur-
gent deployment of CISF person-
nel at Donyi Polo and Tezu
airports, which are currently man-
aged by state police.

“Airport security is highly spe-
cialised. Our police are trained for
other purposes. The ministry is re-
quested to consider early deploy-
ment of CISF personnel with proper
accommodation facilities,” he said.

He also suggested the creation
of a State Industrial Security Force
with CISF-like training, supported

by an Aviation Security Training
Centre at Itanagar.

Highlighting healthcare needs,
the minister proposed a dedicated
helicopter ambulance service for
the Northeast.

“Why can’t we explore its solu-
tion by having a Helicopter Emer-
gency Medical Service, in the form
of a Helicopter Ambulance, which
can be stationed at Guwahati? This
would be one of the greatest
achievements of summits like
this,” Raja said.

The minister also pitched for
boosting tourism through aviation.

“Donyi Polo Airport can accom-
modate four big helicopters at a
time. If chartered helicopters and
small flights operate directly from

here to tourist desti-
nations like
Tawang, Mechuka,
Ziro, Namdapha
and Parashuram
Kund, tourists can
save time and our
sector will flour-
ish,” he observed.

The minister in-
formed that air

cargo operations has begun from
Itanagar, with Indigo’s first out-
bound cargo to Delhi flagged off
on August 28.

“Our local farmers can now
avoid losses of their perishable
items by availing this fastest mode
of transportation,” he said.

Expressing gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Pema Khandu, Raja re-
called how the Donyi Polo Airport
was delivered swiftly.

“It was a distant dream for us to
have an airport in the state capital
till 2014. We could not even be-
lieve that an airport like ours could
be completed and made opera-
tional within three years, that too
amidst the COVID pandemic,” he
said. (PTI)

HT Correspondent
NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Deputy
Chief Minister of Arunachal
Pradesh Chowna Mein recently at-
tended the 56th meeting of the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council in New Delhi, where
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced sweeping
reforms to simplify India’s indirect
tax regime and bring relief to
households, farmers, industries
and businesses.

According to an official state-
ment, the meeting was chaired by
Finance Minister Sitharaman in the
presence of Union Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary. 

It was attended by Chief Minis-
ters of Delhi, Goa, Haryana,
Jammu & Kashmir, Meghalaya
and Odisha, Deputy Chief Minis-
ters of Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh and Telangana,
the Governor of Manipur, and Fi-
nance Ministers of several States
and Union Territories, along with
senior officials of the Ministry of
Finance.

The Council’s deliberations cen-
tred on rationalising tax rates, sim-
plifying compliance and correcting
inverted duty structures. 

Briefing the media after the
meeting, Sitharaman announced
that the new rates will come into
effect from September 22, describ-
ing the package as India’s next-
generation GST reforms. 

She informed that GST on com-
mon household items such as hair
oil, soaps, shampoos, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, bicycles,
kitchenware and other essential ar-
ticles has been reduced from 12 or
18 percent to 5 percent, while
ultra-high temperature milk, pa-
neer, chhena and all Indian breads
have been brought under the nil
rate. 

Food items including namkeen,
sauces, noodles, chocolates, cof-
fee, cornflakes, butter and ghee
will now attract only 5 percent
GST instead of the earlier higher
slabs. 

Consumer durables like air-con-
ditioners, televisions and dish-
washing machines have been
reduced from 28 percent to 18 per-
cent. 

For the agriculture sector, all
equipment has been brought down
to 5 percent from 12 percent. 

In the automotive sector, small
cars and motorcycles up to 350 cc
have been lowered to 18 percent
from 28 percent, and the same rate
will apply to buses, trucks, ambu-
lances, three-wheelers and all auto
parts.

The health sector too has re-
ceived major relief with thirty-
three life-saving drugs fully
exempted from GST, while three
critical medicines used for cancer,
rare and chronic diseases have also
been moved from 5 percent to nil. 

Several other medicines have
been reduced from 12 percent to 5
percent.  In the insurance sector, all
individual life and health insurance
policies, including reinsurance,
family floater schemes and senior
citizen policies, will now be fully
exempt from GST.

The Finance Minister empha-
sised that the reforms have been

strongly supported by labour-in-
tensive industries and widely wel-
comed by the agriculture sector. 

She noted that the measures are
designed to ease the burden on cit-
izens, reduce costs for businesses,
and strengthen the stability and
predictability of the GST regime
while ensuring that benefits reach
the people at the earliest.

Speaking on the sidelines of the
meeting, Deputy Chief Minister
Chowna Mein expressed satisfac-
tion with the outcome and said that
the decisions taken under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman reflect the gov-
ernment’s strong commitment to
ease of living for citizens, ease of
doing business for enterprises and
long-term growth for the economy. 

He added that the reforms will
benefit farmers, MSMEs, the mid-
dle class, women and youth alike,
and assured that Arunachal
Pradesh will continue to play a
proactive role in ensuring that
these benefits reach every section
of society.

The 56th GST Council meeting
has been described in the official
release as a landmark step in
India’s economic journey, aligning
with the vision of Viksit Bharat by
delivering a simplified, transparent
and growth-oriented taxation sys-
tem.

186 BN CRPF concludes Ganesh Chaturthi
with visarjan ceremony at Namsai

HT Bureau
NAMSAI, Sept 4: The 186 Battalion of the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) marked the conclusion of the Ganesh Chaturthi festival
with the immersion of Lord Ganesha’s idol in a solemn yet vibrant
ceremony held on September 3 at Namsai. 

The programme, which was observed with devotion and collective
spirit, brought together officers, subordinate officers and jawans of
the battalion in a strong display of faith and unity.

According to an official statement issued by the battalion, the idol
visarjan was conducted with traditional rituals and enthusiastic par-
ticipation from the personnel, who joined in prayers seeking divine
blessings for peace, prosperity and harmony in the unit. 

The statement highlighted that the event not only upheld religious
traditions but also reinforced the CRPF’s ethos of cultural inclusive-
ness and communal harmony. The celebration was led by Comman-
dant DK Singh, with senior officers including Second-in-Command
Sandip Sharma, Deputy Commandant KN Haldhar, Deputy Comman-
dant Saurabh Somvanshi and Senior Medical Officer CL Mansa join-
ing the occasion.  Their presence, along with the wholehearted
participation of the troops, lent greater significance to the visarjan
ceremony. The official statement further noted that such observances
foster a spirit of togetherness and strengthen the bonds among per-
sonnel irrespective of cultural or regional backgrounds. 

By embracing the traditions of Ganesh Chaturthi, the 186 Battalion
sought to underline its commitment to nurturing unity in diversity
within the force. The battalion emphasised that the visarjan ceremony
was not merely a religious event but a reflection of the organisation’s
values of solidarity, discipline and harmony. 

The collective participation of officers and jawans, it added, serves
as a testimony to the CRPF’s dedication to building camaraderie and
mutual respect among its ranks. With the successful conclusion of the
festival, the 186 BN CRPF reaffirmed its resolve to continue promot-
ing cultural harmony while discharging its professional duties, staying
true to its motto of service and unity.

Vision to make NE logistics, aviation hub 
connecting India with Southeast Asia: Minister
ITANAGAR, Sept 4: Union Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Naidu on Thursday said that the Centre’s vision was to make
the Northeast a logistics and aviation hub connecting India with
Southeast Asia. Speaking at the third Northeast Aviation Summit and
Regional Ministers’ Conference on civil aviation here, Naidu said that
all eight northeastern states are now connected by air, with the number
of operational airports in the region rising from nine in 2014 to 16 at
present.

“The Centre’s vision is to make the Northeast a logistics and avia-
tion hub connecting India with Southeast Asia. By 2047, India will
operate more than 350 airports. The Northeast will be central to this
growth,” he said.

“Aircraft movements have nearly doubled from 51,000 in 2014 to
over 96,000 in 2024, reflecting the sharp increase in demand and the
faith of passengers in our aviation sector,” he said.

International traffic from Guwahati has already grown fivefold in
the past year, driven largely by new services to Thailand, he said.

Naidu said the Udaan regional connectivity scheme has been ex-
tended for another 10 years in a modified form, calling it the “biggest
catalyser of regional aviation growth”. Since its inception in 2016,
Udaan has enabled more than 700 new routes, many in difficult ter-
rains like the Northeast, making air travel accessible to smaller towns.

The minister outlined several major projects in the pipeline, includ-
ing a new terminal at Imphal Airport by 2025, development of Tura
Airport in Meghalaya, runway extension work at Shillong Airport,
and proposals for Kailashahar Airport in Tripura, a greenfield airport
at Silchar, and a civil enclave at Jorhat.

The event was attended by Chief Minister Pema Khandu, Mizoram
Chief Minister Lalduhoma, state Civil Aviation Minister Balo Raja,
Assam minister Jogen Mohan, Sikkim Tourism Minister Tshering
Thendup Bhutia, state Chief Secretary Manish Kumar Gupta, Chair-
man of Airports Authority of India (AAI) Vipin Kumar, and civil avi-
ation officials from other northeastern states. (PTI)

Aalo, Namsai, Ziro to get municipalities
ITANAGAR, Sept 4: The local bodies of Aalo, Namsai, and Ziro
in Arunachal Pradesh would be developed as municipalities, ac-
cording to a notification. The local bodies of Aalo in West Siang
district and Ziro in Lower Subansiri district were granted ‘Munic-
ipal C’ status under the Arunachal Pradesh Municipal Act, 2007,
while that of Namsai in Namsai district was granted Nagar Pan-
chayat status, it said.

“If any individual or any department or anybody has any objection
or suggestion with respect to the intention of the government to de-
clare the above settlements as municipal areas, the same should be
sent to the concerned deputy commissioners within 30 days,” it said.

“The deputy commissioners will hear and dispose of the claims and
objections relating to the intention of the government to constitute
municipality in the above settlements and submit the final proposal
on expiry of one month,” it added. (PTI)
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Euphoria in country, nobody stopped 
Congress to roll out GST: BJP on tax reforms
NEW DELHI, Sept 4: The BJP on
Thursday hailed the GST reforms
as a historic measure which will
benefit every section of society and
hit back at the Congress over its
claim that it had been pushing for
tax rationalisation, saying nobody
had stopped the party in its long
tenure from rolling out the unified
indirect tax regime.

With some Congress leaders not-
ing that their leader Rahul Gandhi
had long favoured the two-tier tax
structure as announced by the GST
Council, BJP national spokesper-
son Sambit Patra said he is “staying
in la la land” and that is not going
to bring any dividend to his party.

“Who had stopped Rahul Gandhi
and his party to bring the GST be-
fore 2014? it shows their own inef-
ficiency,” Patra told reporters,
listing a range of items from house-
hold goods to farm sector products
to medical items to highlight that
these all were charged a much
higher VAT when the Congress was
in power compared to the proposed
taxes.

The Congress ruled the country
for decades and had the opportunity
to simplify the complex tax regime
and roll out the Goods and Services
Tax but lacked courage and inten-
tion, Patra said.

With the reduced GST applicable
from the first day (September 22)
of Navratra, there is a sense of “eu-

phoria” in the country, as it has
brought smile on everyone’s face,
he said.

Lauding Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Patra said his govern-
ment has shown intention,
courage and democratic spirit to
bring consensus among all states
to roll out the GST while all the
Congress could do was discuss
and debate.

The Congress’ claim, he said, is
akin to its “garibi hatao” slogan
since Independence but its govern-
ments could never remove poverty,
he said.

The party believes the Sun and
moon moves due to the Gandhi
family and there would be no India
but for them, he said mockingly.

The Puri MP said it is the Con-
gress’ mindset to grieve when the

country is jubilant, be it the con-
struction of Ram temple, repeal of
Article 370 or now the GST re-
forms.

Patra also had a go at Congress
general secretary Jairam Ramesh
for his criticism that the GST
Council, which announced the re-
forms on Wednesday, was reduced
to a formality as PM Modi had al-
ready conveyed the substance of
the measures in his Independence
Day speech.

Unlike Manmohan Singh, Modi
is not an “accidental” but perform-
ing prime minister and it is but nat-
ural that he will lay down his vision
that the government will execute,
the BJP leader said.

Ramesh may not appreciate it
because an “unconstitutional” body
like National Advisory Council,

which was headed by Sonia Gandhi
and was seen to have deep influ-
ence on the policy decisions of the
Congress-led UPA government,
would take decisions that Singh
was often not aware of, he said.

In a swipe at Rahul Gandhi,
Patra said the Congress leader
should stop making atom bomb and
hydrogen bomb and focus on his
work.

If he keeps silent, then the Con-
gress’ fortunes may go up slightly
as his speeches only harm his party,
Patra claimed.

The GST Council on Wednesday
approved a complete overhaul of
the tangled Goods and Services Tax
regime in a wide-ranging reforms
which will reduce taxes on com-
mon use items from roti/paratha to
hair oil, ice creams and TVs.

The Council approved limiting
slabs to 5 per cent and 18 per cent,
effective from September 22.

Almost all personal-use items
and aspirational goods for the mid-
dle class, like ACs and washing
machines, will see rate cuts as the
government looks to boost domes-
tic spending and cushion the eco-
nomic blow of the US tariffs.

Premium paid for individual life
insurance and health insurance (in-
cluding family floater) policies too
have been exempted from GST.
Earlier, such policies were subject
to 18 per cent GST. (PTI)

Cong levels conflict of interest allegations against
Gadkari over govt’s ethanol push, BJP dismisses charges

Nearly 47 per cent of ministers in country
face criminal charges, says ADR report

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: More than 110
km of the India-Pakistan international
border (IB) fence has been damaged and
about 90 BSF posts inundated due to
floods in the forward areas of Jammu and
Punjab, official sources said on Thursday.

Of the 2,289 km IB that also runs along
the states of Rajasthan and Gujarat on the

country’s western side, the border force
guards about 192 km in Jammu and 553
km in Punjab.

About 80 km of the IB fence in Punjab
and around 30 km of it in Jammu has
been damaged by the floods that have
wreaked havoc. The fence at these places
has either submerged, uprooted or tilted,

officials said.
Floods have also damaged or inun-

dated about 20 Border Security Force
(BSF) posts in Jammu and 65-67 in Pun-
jab. Several forward defence points
(FDPs) or high-ground located observa-
tion posts of the force have also been im-
pacted.

The force has now begun a “mega ex-
ercise” in these two areas to restore the
fence and the border outposts (BOPs) so
that troops can occupy them again, an of-
ficial told PTI.

The IB in these affected areas is being
secured through drone surveillance, usage
of large searchlights, boat patrolling and
electronic monitoring. The water is reced-
ing and the BSF will be back to its posi-
tion in no time, he said.

A BSF jawan drowned in floodwaters
in Jammu a few days back.

Punjab is witnessing its worst floods
since 1988 while Jammu has been hit by
record-breaking rains as the Tawi river,
popularly known as Surya Putri, has in-
undated hundreds of homes and several
hectares of farmland. (PTI)

Floods damage 110 km of int’l border fence

Reluctance of Rahul,
Tejashwi to condemn
abuses hurled at PM
regrettable: Chirag

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: The Congress on Thursday
levelled conflict of interest allegations against Union
minister Nitin Gadkari, claiming that he has been “ag-
gressively lobbying” for ethanol production while his
two sons are involved in firms that produce ethanol
and “benefitted” from government policy.

The BJP rejected the allegations and said the Con-
gress has become like the Aam Aadmi Party which
used to “make claims” about having documentary ev-
idence of wrongdoings in its pocket but would have
nothing in reality.

The Congress party’s charges came days after
Supreme Court rejected a PIL challenging the nation-
wide rollout of 20 per cent ethanol-blended petrol
(EBP-20). The PIL had alleged that millions of mo-
torists were forced to use the fuel not designed for
their vehicles.

A bench comprising Chief Justice B R Gavai and
Justice K Vinod Chandran did not agree to the con-
tentions raised in the plea filed by advocate Akshay
Malhotra, who sought directions to the Ministry of Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas to ensure availability of
ethanol-free petrol at all fuel stations.

Congress’ media and publicity department head
Pawan Khera said, “The so-called flagbearer  of ‘Na
Khaunga, Na Khane Doonga’ - after implementing
vote chori, is now implements petrol chori. The latest
being the E-20 Policy to extort money.”

“There is now widespread outrage around the
ethanol blending policy. Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has been aggres-
sively lobbying for ethanol production since he as-
sumed office in 2014. In September 2018, Gadkari
stated that the government is setting up five ethanol
production plants, where ethanol would be made
from wood-based products and segregated munici-
pal waste.

“He also mentioned that this would help make
diesel available at ` 50 per litre and a petrol alternative
at ` 55 per litre. It turns out that this was a ‘jumla’,”
Khera alleged.

Despite tall claims of achieving 20 per cent ethanol
blending five years ahead of schedule, the promises
have fallen flat, the Congress leader said.

“Not a drop of ethanol has come from wood-based
products or municipal waste as pledged, and petrol
prices never touched the touted ` 55 per litre. Instead,
the common man is left paying more - vehicles guzzle

more fuel, break down sooner, and each litre of
ethanol guzzles a staggering 3,000 litres of water.
Petrol prices have soared from ` 71.41 in 2014 to `
94.77 in 2025, and diesel from ` 55.49 to ` 87.67,
while sugar mills tied to ethanol production laugh all
the way to the bank with record profits,” he alleged.

Levelling conflict of interest allegations against
Gadkari, Khera claimed that Cian Agro Industries In-
frastructure Ltd is owned by his son Nikhil Gadkari,
while another son Sarang Gadkari is director at Manas
Agro Industries. Both firms produce ethanol, he said.

“Cian Agro’s revenue jumped from ̀ 18 crore (June
2024) to ` 523 crore (June 2025); stock price surged
2184 per cent from ` 37.45 (January 2025) to ` 638
(August 2025). While the common man’s wages have
stagnated and declined, Cian Agro’s financial ascent
is staggering,” he claimed.

Khera further pointed out that India achieved 20 per
cent ethanol blending before the 2025 deadline and
said this is the first time in Indian history that any pol-
icy has achieved its target before the deadline.

“Citizens’ worries about engine life, mileage, and
maintenance are dismissed by Mr Gadkari, who
blames a petroleum lobby and calls ethanol a clean
fuel,” Khera said.

BJP national spokesperson Sambit Patra hit back,
saying the Congress has become like the Aam Aadmi
Party.

The AAP used to make claims about having docu-
mentary evidence of wrongdoing in its pocket but
would have nothing in reality, he said, adding that
party would be seen more on TV and less on ground.

The Congress never does a constructive press con-
ference, he said, asserting that its pressers make no
difference. The opposition party keeps levelling alle-
gations like “vote chori” and abusing institutions with-
out any basis, Patra claimed.

The Congress does not approach courts or depart-
ments concerned if it has facts but only makes claims
before the media, he said.

Patra said the Congress should rather do a press
conference on the GST reforms and tell people if they
have benefitted different sections of society or not.

Khera also alleged that to fast-track this flawed
agenda, the government has weakened environmental
rules.

Posing questions to the government, Khera asked
whether Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 2021 prom-
ise of farmer prosperity through ethanol blending turn
into a “betrayal” of the middle class with reduced
mileage, higher costs, and no relief at the pump, and
“only benefitting BJP-RSS leaders and their compa-
nies”.

If ethanol blending was meant to bring petrol down
to ` 55, why are Indians still paying nearly double, he
asked.

“Is the E-20 ethanol push a public policy or an al-
leged windfall for Gadkari’s sons and their compa-
nies? PM Modi vows ‘zero tolerance for corruption’,
so will the Lokpal dare investigate the allegations on
Gadkari & sons, before the 130th Constitutional
Amendment Bill is passed?” Khera said.

“After amassing ` 38.89 lakh crore from fuel cess
since 2014, has BJP’s ethanol blending policy become
its newest blueprint for plunder at the expense of com-
mon Indians?” Khera said. (PTI)

CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJINAGAR, Sept 4: Activist Manoj
Jarange on Thursday warned that if Marathas face betrayal over quota,
they will “make them (governing parties) bite the dust” in polls and as-
serted that all members of the community would be included under the
OBC category.

The quota movement leader was talking to reporters at a private hos-
pital in Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, where he was admitted after calling
off his 5-day-old hunger strike in Mumbai to press for reservation in ed-
ucation and government jobs for Marathas.

Jarange ended his stir on Tuesday after the Maharashtra government
announced the formation of a committee to issue Kunbi caste certificates
to Maratha community members with historical evidence of their Kunbi
heritage, a social group classified as an Other Backward Class (OBC) in
the state.

“If the Hyderabad and Satara gazettes are not implemented in a month,
we will make them (ruling parties) bite the dust in the upcoming elections.
Step by step, I will ensure that the entire Maratha community is included
in the OBC category,” he asserted.

The activist said his struggle for reservation is for Marathas from across
the state.

“The agitation will continue as the Marathas in the Konkan region are
yet to be covered. The people of Konkan should avail themselves of the
reservation benefits, or else they will regret it after 40-50 years. They
should not listen to anyone and put their future generations in jeopardy,”
he said.

When reporters asked him about the move to form a cabinet sub-com-
mittee to expedite the welfare measures for the OBCs and resolve issues
related to reservation, Jarange said they had no objection. (PTI)

If betrayed over Maratha
quota, we will make them bite

the dust in polls: Jarange

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Former In-
dian cricketer Shikhar Dhawan on
Thursday appeared before the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) for
questioning in an alleged illegal
betting app-linked money launder-
ing case, official sources said.

He entered the office of the fed-
eral probe agency in central Delhi
around 11 am. The agency
recorded his statement under the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) as part of this investi-
gation linked to an “illegal” betting
app named 1xBet, the sources said.

The 39-year-old former India

opener is understood to have been
linked to the app through certain en-
dorsements. The ED wants to un-
derstand his links with this app
during the questioning.

The agency is probing multiple
such cases involving illegal betting
apps that are alleged to have duped
numerous people and investors
worth crores of rupees or have
evaded a huge amount of taxes.

Last month, former cricketer
Suresh Raina was questioned in this
case by the federal probe agency.

The Union government has
banned real-money online gaming

by bringing a legislation recently.
According to estimates by mar-

ket analysis firms and probe agen-
cies, there are about 22 crore Indian
users in various such online betting
apps out of which half (about 11
crore) are regular users.

The online betting app market in
India is worth over USD 100 billion
which is growing at the rate of 30
per cent, according to experts.

The government recently told
Parliament that it has issued 1,524
orders from 2022 till June 2025 to
block online betting and gambling
platforms. (PTI)

Shikhar Dhawan appears before
ED in illegal betting app case

Rahul staying in la la land: Spokesperson Sambit Patra

90 BSF posts in Punjab, Jammu damaged in deluge Centre’s order on Foreigners’ Act 
‘farcical’, ‘election gimmick’: Mamata
KOLKATA, Sept 4: West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on Wednesday
launched a scathing attack on the Centre
over its recent order under the Foreigners
Act, allowing members of minority com-
munities from neighbouring countries to
stay in India without valid documents,
terming it a “farce” and an “election gim-
mick”.

Speaking in the West Bengal Legisla-
tive Assembly during a discussion on a
government resolution condemning al-
leged atrocities on Bengali migrants,
Banerjee claimed the Centre’s move was
aimed at misleading the public ahead of
the upcoming elections and accused the
BJP of using such tactics to polarise vot-
ers.

“This is nothing but an election gim-
mick, but it will not work this time,” she
said.

“There has been no discussion in Par-
liament on this new rule. How can the BJP
decide such matters unilaterally? No dis-
cussion, debate or parliamentary commit-
tees to discuss or deliberate such an
important issue?” the TMC supremo

asked. Referring to the implications of the
Centre’s order, the chief minister ques-
tioned whether those allowed to stay with-
out documents would also be granted
voting rights.

“They (the government) are saying they
will allow those who came without docu-
ments to stay. So will they be allowed to
vote in elections? Will they get Aadhaar
and ration cards?” she asked.

“Will you provide ration, citizenship,
and constitutional rights to those who
came till 2024? The BJP has to clarify this
as the new order doesn’t mention any-
thing about these pertinent issues,” Baner-
jee said. The BJP had made such “fake
promises ahead of 2019 and 2024 Lok
Sabha polls”, but in reality, how many cit-
izenships were granted, she questioned.

The Centre’s order, issued under the re-
cently implemented Immigration and For-
eigners Act, 2025, allows members of
minority communities—Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis, and Christians—
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Pak-
istan who entered India on or before
December 31, 2024, to stay in the country

without valid travel documents, if they
fled religious persecution.

According to the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act, 2019 (CAA), which came into
effect last year, similar groups who ar-
rived in India on or before December 31,
2014, are eligible for Indian citizenship.

Banerjee reiterated her strong opposi-
tion to what she described as the Centre’s
arbitrary and unilateral decision-making
on sensitive issues such as immigration
and citizenship.

“We will not allow anyone to snatch
away citizens’ rights. We follow the ideals
of Ramakrishna (Paramhansa), Netaji
(Subhas Chandra Bose), and Ra-
bindranath (Tagore). They have shown us
the path, and we will not stray even a sin-
gle step from that,” she said.

In a separate issue raised during her
speech, Banerjee said the recent decision
by the GST Council to slash tax rates on
a wide range of commonly used items, in-
cluding personal health and life insurance,
hair oil, corn flakes, and televisions,
among others, was a result of her “re-
peated protests” over the years. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Nearly 47 per cent of
ministers in the country have declared criminal
cases against themselves, including serious
charges such as murder, kidnapping, and crimes
against women, according to an analysis of poll
rights body Association for Democratic Reforms
(ADR). The report came days after the Centre in-
troduced three bills that sought the removal of
prime minister, chief ministers, and ministers ar-
rested or detained for 30 consecutive days on se-
rious criminal charges involving punishment of
five years or more.

ADR examined self-sworn affidavits of 643
ministers from 27 state assemblies, three Union
Territories and the Union Council of Ministers,
and found that 302 ministers, or 47 per cent of
the total, have criminal cases against them.

Of these 302 ministers, 174 face serious crim-
inal cases, the report stated.

According to the analysis, of 336 BJP minis-
ters, 136 (40 per cent) declared criminal cases
against themselves, and 88 (26 per cent) are fac-
ing serious charges.

The Congress, which is in power in four states,
had 45 ministers (74 per cent) with criminal
cases, including 18 (30 per cent) with serious of-
fences. Of 31 DMK ministers, 27 -- accounting
for around 87 per cent -- face criminal charges,
while 14 (45 per cent) face serious cases. The Tri-
namool Congress too had 13 of its 40 ministers

(33 per cent) with criminal cases, including 8 (20
per cent) with serious charges.

The Telugu Desam Party had the highest pro-
portion, with 22 of its 23 ministers (96 per cent)
declaring criminal cases and 13 (57 per cent) of
them booked for serious offences. Among AAP
ministers, 11 of 16 (69 per cent) face criminal
cases, while five (31 per cent) are facing serious
ones. At the national level, 29 of the 72 Union
ministers (40 per cent) declared criminal cases in
their affidavits.

In the states, 11 assemblies -- Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Odisha, Maharashtra, Kar-
nataka, Punjab, Telangana, Himachal Pradesh,
Delhi and Puducherry -- have more than 60 per
cent of ministers with criminal cases.

In contrast, ministers in Haryana, Jammu and
Kashmir, Nagaland and Uttarakhand reported no
criminal cases against themselves.

ADR has also come up with an analysis of the
financial assets of ministers in the report. Accord-
ing to it, the average assets of ministers stood at
` 37.21 crore, with the total assets of all 643 min-
isters amounting to ` 23,929 crore.

Out of the 30 Assemblies, 11 have billionaire
ministers. Karnataka leads with the highest eight
billionaire ministers, followed by Andhra
Pradesh with six and Maharashtra with four such
ministers.

Arunachal Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana and Telan-

gana have two each, while Gujarat, Himachal
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Punjab have one
billionaire minister each.

At the Union government, six of the 72 Union
Council ministers (eight per cent) were billion-
aires, the report said.

Party-wise, the BJP had the highest number of
billionaire ministers at 14, though this constituted
just 4 per cent of its total. The Congress ranked
second, with 11 of its 61 ministers (18 per cent)
being billionaires, while the TDP had 6 billion-
aire ministers among its 23 (26 per cent).

The Aam Aadmi Party, Janasena Party, JD(S),
NCP and Shiv Sena also have billionaire ministers.

The richest minister in the country is Dr Chan-
dra Sekhar Pemmasani of the TDP, who repre-
sents Andhra Pradesh’s Guntur in the Lok Sabha.
He has declared assets worth over ` 5,705 crore.

Karnataka Congress leader and state minister
D K Shivakumar follows next, with assets ex-
ceeding ` 1,413 crore, while Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu, who
helms the TDP, has assets worth over ` 931
crore. Other rich ministers in the top 10 include
Narayana Ponguru and Nara Lokesh from
Andhra Pradesh, Gaddam Vivekanand and
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy from Telangana,
Suresha B S from Karnataka, Mangal Prabhat
Lodha from Maharashtra, and Union Minister Jy-
otiraditya Scindia. (PTI)

PATNA, Sept 4: Union minister
Chirag Paswan on Thursday lashed
out at Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav
for their “reluctance” to express re-
gret over alleged abuses hurled at
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during the ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’ in
Bihar.

Talking to reporters here, the
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas)
president asserted that “silence”
over the issue was tantamount to
condonation of the vile behaviour,
which would have “consequences”
in the upcoming assembly polls.

“The Leader of the Opposition
in Lok Sabha (Gandhi) has been
using disrespectful language for
the PM, who is many years his sen-
ior. His own behaviour has em-
boldened his supporters,” said
Paswan, when asked about last
week’s incident at Darbhanga.

“What is regrettable is the reluc-
tance, on the part of Rahul Gandhi
and Tejashwi Yadav to openly con-
demn the incident. Their silence
would be seen as a tacit approval,”
he claimed.

Alleged expletives were
screamed into the microphone
from a podium on the outskirts of
Darbhanga, on a day the ‘Voter Ad-
hikar Yatra’ had passed through the
north Bihar town.

The accused, a 25-year-old local
resident, has been arrested.

The Congress-led INDIA bloc
has maintained that he was not a
member of any of the constituent
parties.

Paswan also claimed that last
year, “abusive language was used
for my mother and sisters in pres-
ence of Tejashwi Yadav, who kept
silent and his party suffered conse-
quences in the Lok Sabha polls”.

“The same will happen in the as-
sembly elections (in Bihar),” the
Hajipur MP asserted. (PTI)
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Ahead of PM’s likely Manipur visit, ‘no
drone zone’ declared in ChurachandpurNagaland MLA seeks overhaul of reservation policy

Tripura CM thanks Modi, Sitharaman for GST reforms

KOHIMA, Sept 4: Alleging persistent
inequalities in Nagaland’s reservation
system, Kohima MLA Tseilhoutuo
Rhutso on Thursday urged the govern-
ment to carry out sweeping reforms to en-
sure that the benefits reach the genuinely
underprivileged sections of society.

Raising the matter during Zero Hour in
the Assembly, Rhutso said while 70 to 80
per cent of Advanced Tribes (AT) and 10
to 20 per cent of Backward Tribes (BT)
live comfortably, large sections, compris-
ing 20 to 30 per cent of AT and nearly 80
to 90 per cent of BT, remain disadvan-
taged in education, exposure, and oppor-
tunities.

He claimed that the reservation system
had been monopolised by the creamy
layer in both categories, defeating its orig-
inal purpose.

Tracing the history of reservation in the
state, the MLA recalled that 25 per cent
quota was first introduced in 1977 for
seven tribes in Grade III and IV posts.

This was raised to 33 per cent in 1979
when the Zeliang tribe was added and ex-
tended to technical and gazetted posts.

In 1989, the reservation for Backward
Tribes was extended indefinitely.

Pochury was recognised as the ninth
BT in 1994, while in 2008 a committee

recommended 25 per cent for six eastern
tribes and 12 per cent for four others, with
another committee extending the arrange-
ment for 15 years.

The backlog vacancy system was intro-
duced in 2015, and in 2022, Tikhir tribe
was recognised without an increase in
quota, with the Cabinet resolving to re-
view the policy after the next census, he
said.

Rhutso put forward several proposals to
address inequalities, including replacing

the AT/BT categories with General Cate-
gory for the well-off and Reservation Cat-
egory for the underprivileged, with a
50:50 allocation.

If the existing system is retained, he
suggested dividing quotas internally to
prevent the dominance of the creamy
layer, he said.

He also recommended that exam results
under NSSB, NPSC, and departmental re-
cruitment be based strictly on merit
within the 50:50 structure, and that sports
and disability quotas continue separately.

The legislator also called for reforms in
the backlog vacancy system by passing
unfilled posts to the next tribe, preventing
repeated claims under different recruit-
ment agencies by the same candidates,
and barring those who availed quota in
technical education (NEET/JEE) from
claiming the same benefits again in gov-
ernment service.

Emphasising the need for only one-
time reservation benefits, Rhutso linked
his proposals to Viksit Nagaland 2047,
saying that a 50:50 system would narrow
disparities within 22 years as the current
workforce retires. He urged lawmakers to
rise above clan and tribal divisions and
work inclusively and selflessly for the
common good. (PTI)

GST reforms eyewash, political gimmick: Manipur Cong 184 kg of ganja
seized, 1 arrested

IMPHAL, Sept 4: Amid speculations
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
may visit Manipur later this month, ‘no
drone zone’ was declared in Chu-
rachandpur district on Thursday.

According to an order issued by Dis-
trict Magistrate Dharun Kumar S, the
decision has been taken to strengthen
security “during the visit of the VVIP”.

“...with a view to ensure and
strengthen security during the visit of
the VVIP, declare the whole of Chu-
rachandpur District as ‘NO DRONE
ZONE’ and do hereby prohibit the fly-
ing of any kind of aviation devices in-
cluding UAV, Drones, balloons etc.,
except only those approved by Govern-
ment, in Churachandpur District with
immediate effect, until further orders,”
it said.

“Any violation of this order is pun-
ishable by legal action under section
223 of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(B.N.S.), 2023 and other relevant pro-
visions of law,” it added.

Modi is likely to reach Manipur on
September 13 after visiting Mizoram,
where he is scheduled to inaugurate a
railway project, according to officials in
Aizawl.

However, there has been no official
confirmation of the visit from New
Delhi or Imphal. The Manipur BJP has
also not confirmed it officially.

This would be the PM’s first visit to
Manipur since ethnic violence broke out
in the state in May 2023.

Meanwhile, state assembly speaker
Thokchom Satyabrata went to Delhi on
Thursday.

He was called to Delhi to discuss is-
sues related to the “PM’s expected
visit” in the second week of September,

a BJP functionary close to him told PTI.
The speaker is also likely to meet the

party’s top brass during the trip to the
national capital, he said.

Over 260 people have been killed and
thousands left homeless in the clash be-
tween Meiteis and Kukis.

The spark for the raging violence
was lit by demonstrations by tribal
groups against a move to grant the
majority Meiteis the Scheduled Tribe
(ST) status.

The government in Manipur, regard-
less of which party comes to power, has
always been dominated by plainsmen
Meiteis, who account for about 53 per
cent of the state’s population and live
mostly in the irregular oval-shaped Im-
phal Valley.

Consequently, the government’s ac-
tions have often been viewed through
the prism of suspicion by tribals --
mostly Nagas and Kukis -- who make
up 40 per cent of Manipur’s population
and live for the most part in the hills
surrounding the valley.

Churachandpur, which has been de-
clared a ‘no drone zone’, is the strong-
hold of the Kuki community and
adjacent to Mizoram. (PTI)

       

CREAMY LAYER ISSUE FLAGGED

Modi is likely to reach Manipur on September 13 after visiting Mizoram

AGARTALA, Sept 4: Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha on
Thursday thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman for reforms in the GST
structure by reducing slabs.

The chief minister said that Modi had announced his vision
of next-generation GST reforms in his Independence Day
speech.

“Carrying forward that vision, the @GST_Council has ap-
proved landmark reforms aimed at simplifying tax rates, reduc-
ing compliance burdens, and making life easier for citizens and
businesses alike,” he said in a Facebook post.

Two slabs for the GST have been prescribed, while another
will be applicable for luxurious items, Saha said.

The way the central government is bringing reforms in every-
thing is indeed laudable, he said, adding that it will ensure ease
of doing business. (PTI)

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, Sept 4: Nagaland
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla on
Thursday acknowledged the tire-
less efforts and invaluable contri-
butions of teachers toward
nation-building.

Extending his warmest greet-
ings and deepest appreciation to
the teachers of the state on
Teachers’ Day, Bhalla said teach-
ers are the bedrock of the educa-
tion system and mentors who
guide, role models who inspire,
and nurturers who devote them-
selves to moulding the young
minds of the nation.

“Beyond imparting knowl-
edge, teachers kindle curiosity,
instill values, and encourage stu-
dents to think critically and cre-
atively,” he said.

Bhalla especially acknowl-
edged the recipients of the pres-
tigious state level teachers’
awards and the national teachers’
awards 2025.

“On this Teachers’ Day, we ho-
nour the countless acts of pa-
tience, compassion, and devotion
shown by our teachers. You are
the true torchbearers of knowl-
edge and wisdom, guiding soci-
ety with integrity and vision.

“As we celebrate your contri-
butions, let us also reaffirm our
collective commitment to sup-
port and empower the teaching
community, enabling you to con-
tinue nurturing generations with
renewed strength and purpose,”
Bhalla stated.

IMPHAL, Sept 4: A 43-year-old man
has been arrested and over 184 kg of
ganja seized from his possession in Ma-
nipur’s Imphal West district, police said
on Thursday.

Acting on a tip-off, police intercepted
a truck at New Keithelmanbi police
picket point and seized 184.13 kg from
the vehicle on Wednesday, a police
statement said. The driver, identified as
Khomdram Deben, was arrested for
transporting the contraband item, it said.

He was arrested, and further legal ac-
tion would be taken against him, it
added. (PTI)

IMPHAL, Sept 4: The Manipur unit
of the Congress on Thursday criti-
cised the BJP-led central government
for its “double standards” in the
name of GST reforms. The GST bo-
nanza is nothing but an eyewash, and
a “desperate political gimmick” to
cover up failures, it claimed.

The GST Council, comprising fi-
nance ministers from Centre and
states, on Wednesday evening de-
cided to make GST a two-tier struc-
ture of 5 and 18 per cent, with a
special rate of 40 per cent on tobacco
and related products and ultra-luxury
items. The new rates will be effective
September 22.

Currently, GST is levied in the

slabs of 5, 12, 18 and 28 per cent.
“The sudden and overnight impo-

sition of ‘One Nation, One GST’ in
2016, and its hasty implementation
from 1st July 2017, brought severe
hardships to the people of India, in-
cluding the people of Manipur. Local
weavers, small traders in Ima Kei-
thel, transporters, and small entrepre-
neurs suffered heavy losses,”
Manipur Congress president
Keisham Meghachandra said in a
post on X. “Now, after years of this
mismanagement, the BJP is trying to
showcase itself as ‘people-centric’ by
announcing what they call a GST bo-
nanza. This is nothing but an eye-
wash – a desperate political gimmick

to cover up their failures,” he as-
serted. True reforms must always
serve the interests of the common
people and uphold the federal struc-
ture of the nation, “not act as tools for
BJP’s vote-bank politcs”,
Meghachandra added.

Meanwhile, former Manipur chief
minister and BJP leader N Biren
Singh welcomed the GST reforms,
asserting that these will empower
small businesses, create jobs and
bring relief to families.

“I see this as a defining moment
for India’s economic strength, res-
onating with the ongoing growth in
the North East region as well,” Singh
said in a post on X. (PTI)

Nagaland Governor 
acknowledges invaluable
contributions of teachers

"ONE MAN INQUIRY COMMISSION HEADED BY JUSTICE
ANIMA HAZARIKA, FORMER JUDGE OF GAUHATI HIGH
COURT TO INVESTIGATE INTO THE INCIDENT OF UM-
RANGSO MINES TRAGEDY AND FIX RESPONSIBILITY
ON CONCERNED OFFICERS, INDIVIDUALS, MINING

COMPANIES AND INSTITUTIONS IF ANY"

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Whereas a One Man Inquiry Commission
headed by Justice Anima Hazarika, former Judge of the
Gauhati High Court, has been constituted by the Gov-
ernor of Assam to investigate into the incident of Um-
rangso Mines Tragedy and fix responsibility on
concerned officers, individuals, mining companies and
institutions if any and the Notification in respect of the
same has been issued by the Government of Assam,
Political (A) Department, Dispur, Guwahati-6 being
Memo No. ECF-606737/3 dated 24/01/2025, fixing the
following terms of reference of the Commission: -
1. To ascertain the facts, circumstances and causes

leading to the incident of the tragedy resulting in the
reported death of 4 (four) persons and several oth-
ers missing.

2. To ascertain person(s)/organization(s) responsible for
the illegal activities if any of rat-hole mining in the area.

3. To determine if there were any lapses on the part of
any Authority, and, if so, to fix responsibility thereof;

4. To suggest measures so that such situations/inci-
dents are dealt with effectively in future.

5. Any other matter relevant to the subject matter of
the inquiry.

Whereas the One Man Inquiry Commission
shall record the evidences, statements etc. in order to
conduct the Inquiry in the Room No.212 of the Assam
Administrative Staff College, Khanapara, Guwahati
781022 on 09-09-2025 and 11.09.2025 from 10.30 a.m.
to 4.00 p.m.

Now therefore, if any person(s),
organization(s), family members of the victims have any
information about the incident or is/are willing/desirous
to give oral evidence/material evidence before the In-
quiry Commission he/she/they is/are requested to ap-
pear before the Commission at Room No.212 of the
Assam Administrative Staff College, Khanapara,
Guwahati 781022 on 09-09-2025 and 11.09.2025 from
10.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m for recording the same.

Sd/-
Secretary

One Man Inquiry Commission headed by 
Justice(Retd.) Anima Hazarika 

"Meenakshi", House No. 41, Ambikagiri 
Nagar, R.G. Baruah Road, Guwahati-24

DIPR /D/HLT/148/5-Sep-25
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MUMBAI, Sept 4: Filmmaker Karan Johar on Thursday
opened up about his now-shelved film "Takht", saying that he
still wishes to make a period movie someday.

At the trailer launch event of the film "Mirai - Super Yodha",
Johar said he spent over two years on the project and when it was
shelved, he felt heartbroken.

"I was going to make a feature film (Takht) that was historical.
And then for various circumstances, including the pandemic,
there was a stop on that film. I researched that film for two and a
half years and wrote that film.  "It was just very heartbreaking
when I couldn't make it at that time. So I did dabble. Every film
has its own time and fate... So hopefully in my trajectory there
will be such a film," Johar told reporters. The filmmaker had an-
nounced "Takht", an epic story set in the Mughal era, in August
2018.

He had also unveiled the star-studded cast for the movie -- Anil
Kapoor, Kareena Kapoor Khan, Ranveer Singh, Vicky Kaushal,
Alia Bhatt, Janhvi Kapoor and Bhumi Pednekar.

The movie, which would have traced the relationship between
Mughal emperor Aurangzeb and his brother Dara Shukoh, had a
screenplay by Sumit Roy.

Johar is currently distributing "Mirai", featuring "Hanu-Man"
star Teja Sajja in the lead role.

The film, about a fearless warrior entrusted with the protection
of nine sacred scriptures, is directed by Karthik Gattamneni and
produced by TG Vishwa Prasad and Krithi Prasad. (PTI) 

Karan Johar on shelved film ‘Takht’:
‘It was just very heartbreaking’

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Globally popular comedian-actor Vir Das will bring his new show
"Hey Stranger" to New York's iconic Lincoln Center Theater later this year, marking a rare
residency for an Indian artist at the prestigious venue.

Das, who won the 2023 International Emmy Award for Best Comedy Series for his Netflix
special "Vir Das: Landing", will perform his show at the venue from October 29 and Novem-
ber 9. In theatre and live performance, a residency refers to an artist staging multiple shows at
the same venue over a fixed period of time, rather than touring.  The Lincoln Center has
hosted some of the world's most celebrated artists, including Indian legends such as sitar
maestro Ravi Shankar, tabla virtuoso Zakir Hussain, shehnai exponent Bismillah Khan, Car-
natic vocalist M S Subbulakshmi and Pandit Ananda Gopal Bhose. 

With "Hey Stranger", Das will bring Indian stand-up comedy to the landmark stage.
For the show, the 46-year-old will be collaborating with Tony Award-nominated director

Moritz von Stuelpnagel and Seaview, the company behind acclaimed Broadway and Off-
Broadway works such as "A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder", "Slave Play", "Good
Night, and Good Luck" and "Hold On to Me Darling".

"There is nothing more exciting than the bottom of a ladder. Where you're playing with
people better than you, out of your depth, and you have to learn, and push your craft to meet a
truly global standard. For me that's always been Broadway. In this case Broadway and 65th.
"It's been a dream forever to do a run. I'll be at the Lincoln Centre Theater, starting my first
ever residency, doing Indian comedy for the world. I hope you'll come see," Das said in a
statement. He added that performing at the same venue that has hosted Indian greats like Ravi
Shankar and M S Subbulakshmi is both an honour and a responsibility. 

"Comedy may be a different medium, but at its core, it is still about human connection,
about reaching across cultures and languages to find what binds us together," he added. "Hey
Stranger", Das said, was born out of a desire to "connect, to laugh, to reflect, and to embrace
our shared strangeness". "The fact that I get to share this with an international audience, at a
venue that has hosted the best of the best, is the kind of dream I couldn't even imagine when I
first started out," the actor-comedian said. (PTI) 

Vir Das set for 
residency at New
York’s Lincoln Center
Theater with ‘Hey
Stranger’

MUMBAI, Sept 4: "Ramayana" will bring together two powerhouse talents from the
world of music -- Hans Zimmer and A R Rahman -- and the Indian maestro says they
will deliver a background score that will be different yet culturally resonant. 

The two musicians are hard at work for the score of "Ramayana", a live-action adap-
tation of the Hindu epic from filmmaker Nitesh Tiwari. 

Namit Malhotra of Prime Focus Studios is producing the film, which will feature
Ranbir Kapoor as Lord Ram, Sai Pallavi as Goddess Sita, and Yash as Ravana.

“Hans Zimmer is a prolific composer, who has done great things. I have known him
since 2009 and he had great things to share with me. I've great respect for him. He in-
vited me before to score but I couldn't as I was doing other things," Rahman told PTI.

Zimmer, a two-time Academy Award winner, has composed some of Hollywood's
most iconic soundtracks, including those for “The Lion King”, "Gladiator", “Pirates of
the Caribbean", “Inception”, “Interstellar”, “The Dark Knight Rises” and “Dune”.

Rahman, who won two Oscars for his work on the 2008 film "Slumdog Millionaire",
credited Malhotra for bringing them together. 

"We've had a great meeting so far. We've met three-four times. I can't say much more
because it's a work in progress,” Rahman added. With "Ramayana", Rahman said both
him and Zimmer have tried to create music that is unique and will resonate with the
global audience.  “‘Ramayana' is part of our culture, and the music …I've studied in
Padma Seshadri Bala Bhavan and every year there would be ‘Ramyana' or ‘Mahab-
harat' or ‘Shakuntala' kind of plays (happening there). So, the culture is within me.

"For this, we had to be different from all the other scores which have come before
because it is for a world audience. When you look at the trailer music, it shows what
we're trying to do. We will hopefully (be) particular about cultural relevance, but we
are careful about it,” the musician said. (PTI) 

AR Rahman on
teaming up with
Hans Zimmer for
‘Ramayana’: He is a
prolific composer

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: "If AI is
going to have an impact on all of
humanity, does it represent all of
us?" is the question that film-
maker Aranya Sahay wanted to
explore in his film "Humans in
the Loop", which questions hier-
archy in knowledge systems
through the eyes of a tribal gig
worker.

Set in Jharkhand, the story re-
volves around Nehma, a tribal
woman who finds work at an AI
data-labelling centre after her di-
vorce. Initially enthusiastic about
her job, Nehma soon finds her-
self at odds with the data she is
given to feed the machine. The
film also explores Nehma's
strained relationship with her
teenage daughter, who longs to
go back to the city.

Sahay, who studied political
science and history at St
Stephen's College and followed it
up with a direction course at
FTII, said the basic idea of the
film came from a news article
about Adivasi women interacting
with AI in Jharkhand but it soon
became an inquiry into how arti-
ficial intelligence is "primarily
being trained on first-world
data". "As data labellers work
with images, they go through
thousands of photos and videos
to tag objects in a photo. And
then the algorithm begins to un-
derstand the basic difference be-
tween a chair-table, traffic lights

and other such objects. It's simi-
lar to the act of parenting. As our
children are growing up, we
teach them the difference be-
tween colors, objects, things,"
Sahay told PTI in an interview.

"And then we force our moral-
ity onto our children. So, this
opens the film to a much larger
conversation: 'If AI is going to
have an impact on all of human-
ity, does it represent all of us or
does it only represent a rather
Euro-centric worldview'?"  

"Humans in the Loop" has
travelled around film festivals
like MAMI, Cinevesture and
won the FIPRESCI India award.
"Laapataa Ladies" helmer Kiran
Rao and filmmaker Biju Toppo
have boarded the film as execu-
tive producers. It will next screen
at the Jagran Film Festival in
Delhi. The film is releasing in se-
lect theatres on September 5.

The filmmaker said he trav-
elled to Jharkhand and spent al-
most a year there. The place
really informed his theme and
the issues he wanted to tackle in
the film.

"As I was researching and trav-
elling, I would see these old
colonial structures pop up. There
are single-gauge trains, arches,
etc. Almost 300 years ago, there
were colonists who came to these
parts and deemed indigenous and
tribal ways of life as primitive
and tribals as savages.

"That could happen again if we
had an AI which was primarily
trained on first-world data. So
that became the foundation of the
film. And it became something
more than just a revelation that
this work is happening in Jhark-
hand," he said.

Asked whether he realised that
his film was tackling AI at a time
when there is a lot of anxiety
about its impact on the future,
Sahay said he ensured that what-
ever he was showing in the film
was happening in real-time.

"I didn't want to keep the form

of the film futuristic because
whatever is happening is happen-
ing now. So even the data label-
ing images are from now... I
wanted to make this about today,
and about how these different
strands of the Adivasi reality in-
teract with AI as of today," Sahay
said.

The filmmaker's central char-
acter has a reverence for nature
that's inherent to the tribal cul-
ture. Early in one of the scenes,
Nehma takes her city-bred
daughter for a foraging trip to the
nearest jungle and tells her to

gently pull sweet potatoes from
the ground or to look closely at
the life around her -- from trees
to the tiniest of insects.

Sahay said he wanted to con-
trast Nehma's knowledge about
nature to what's happening
around to highlight how knowl-
edge is hierarchical and the
world is still deeply imperialistic.

"Certain knowledge systems
are said to be far better and more
civilized. And certain knowledge
systems are discarded as primi-
tive. So that was interesting to
explore. I would chat with a lot
of people in Jharkhand and I re-
member an instance where a
woman told me that when they
walk on grass, they thank it
whereas we feel entitled to walk
on it.

"We've lost that nuance be-
cause we're so far away. So AI is
going to be about binaries.
There's a certain nuance when
you interact with something
closely. And when you are just
peripherally dealing with some-
thing, you go into binaries. In
that sense, we are trying to ques-
tion the hierarchy of knowledge
systems," he said.

Though his film is about how
technology is interacting with
people, especially gig workers,
Sahay wanted his story to be
character-driven and told through
the eyes of his tribal protagonist.

"Nobody is going to come and

watch a film for the theatrics of
the technology that I'm using.
The emotional hook of the film is
the mother-daughter story. And
on that string of emotional story-
telling, I'm able to hang all the
things I want to say about tech-
nology, about imperialism, about
AI," he said, citing Denis Vil-
leneuve's sci-fi drama "Arrival"
and Christopher Nolan's "Inter-
stellar" as his influences.

The filmmaker, who earlier
made award-winning short films
and worked as an assistant direc-
tor, said his parents are sociolo-
gists and that has influenced the
kind of stories he wants to tell. 

His father has retired from the
government service but his
mother is still a practicing sociol-
ogist.

"That really forms the basis of
anything I like doing. I like grap-
pling with how things are. And
the not so obvious interplay be-
tween different kinds of worlds.
But my first love was not cin-
ema, it was music. I learned Hin-
dustani classical for a long time
but then I felt I could not do jus-
tice to this other side of me
which was oriented towards un-
derstanding society. That's why I
shifted gears." 

"Humans in the Loop" features
Sonal Madhushankar, Gita Guha,
Vikas Gupta, Anurag Lugun and
Ridhima Singh among others.
(PTI) 

‘Humans in the Loop’ inquires AI bias through eyes
of a tribal gig worker: filmmaker Aranya Sahay

LOS ANGELES, Sept 4:
"Game of Thrones" alum So-
phie Turner has been officially
confirmed for the lead role in
the upcoming series "Tomb
Raider".

The show, based on the glob-
ally-popular video game fran-
chise, is being developed by
Amazon MGM Studios in col-
laboration with Crystal Dynam-
ics and Story Kitchen.
Production is set to begin on
January 19, 2026.

Phoebe Waller-Bridge, known
for critically-acclaimed shows
such as "Fleabag" and "Killing
Eve", will serve as creator,
writer, executive producer and
co-showrunner on the series. 

“I'm so excited to announce
the formidable Sophie Turner as
our Lara alongside this phe-
nomenal creative team. It's not
very often you get to make a
show of this scale with a char-
acter you grew up loving… Get
your artifacts out… Croft is
coming,” Waller-Bridge said in
a statement.

Turner, who broke out with
her performance as Sansa Stark
in HBO's epic fantasy show
"Game of Thrones", will take
on the role of adventurer Lara
Croft, which was earlier played
on the big screen by Oscar-win-
ning stars Angelina Jolie and
Alicia Vikander.

"I am thrilled beyond measure
to be playing Lara Croft. She's
such an iconic character, who
means so much to so many -
and I am giving everything I've
got. They're massive shoes to
fill, following in the steps of
Angelina and Alicia with their
powerhouse performances, but
with Phoebe at the helm, we
(and Lara) are all in very safe
hands. I can't wait for you all to
see what we have cooking,"
Turner said.

Jonathan Van Tulleken is the
director and executive producer,
while Chad Hodge has joined
the project as co-showrunner

and executive producer.
Vernon Sanders, head of global television at Prime Video & Amazon MGM Studios,

called Croft “one of the most recognizable and iconic video game characters of all time”.
"We are thrilled to have the wonderfully talented Sophie Turner bring this character to life

who is defined by her courage, strength, and unshakable resolve. Led by the brilliant Phoebe
Waller-Bridge, this series will honour the beloved Tomb Raider legacy while delivering
fresh adventures to fans worldwide," he added.

"Tomb Raider" will be produced by Story Kitchen, Crystal Dynamics and Amazon MGM
Studios. (PTI) 

SOPHIE TURNER 
CAST AS LARA CROFT
IN PRIME VIDEO’S
‘TOMB RAIDER’ 
SERIES FROM PHOEBE
WALLER-BRIDGE
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NEW DELHI, Sept 4: The Indian
Golf Premier League (IGPL) on
Thursday launched its inaugural
tour starting September 10, with co-
founder and brand ambassador Yu-
vraj Singh likening the venture's
potential impact on golf to the
game-changing effect the IPL had
on cricket. In partnership with the
Indian Golf Union (IGU) and the
Women's Golf Association of India
(WGAI), the IGPL tour will com-
prise a 10-event calendar, beginning
with the first tournament scheduled
at Chandigarh Golf Club from Sep-
tember 10 to 12. 

The tour is spread across multiple
cities and it will also go to Sri Lanka
and UAE. Each event will be a
three-day affair with no cuts, featur-
ing a mix of young and veteran
golfers alongside women profes-
sionals and amateurs.

The field size for the inaugural
year will be 48 professionals: 36
men and 12 women, along with
some amateurs, for a total of 54 par-
ticipants.

"I'm really excited to be part of
IGPL because I feel that golf needs
to grow in our country. I think it
should become a part of our culture.
IGPL will give them a chance to be
fearless and be the best in the
world," former India all-rounder
Yuvraj told reporters.

"When I was playing cricket, I al-
ways thought I could have played
more matches and done better. But
when I started playing golf, I real-
ized that probably my biggest regret
is not starting golf at a young age."
Drawing from his experience as a
cricketer, Yuvraj said: "Golf is such
an amazing sport, but a golfer's life
is tough. When you're on tour, you
have to pay your own bills, and
manage everything yourself. In
cricket, with the BCCI, we never
had to worry about daily allowances
or renting rooms because every-
thing was taken care of.

"I think IGPL is providing a for-
mat where especially the young
generation coming on board doesn't
have to worry about those issues.

That will give a lot of confidence to
young talent to come forward.
Going down to the grassroots level
is very important.

"...I believe this format is going
to be great. I hope it changes the
momentum of golf because if you
compare IGPL to IPL, the IPL
changed the whole dynamics of In-
dian cricket and world cricket. If

IGPL can do that for golf, it will be
incredible to see."

IGPL has also entered into a part-
nership with the Asian Tour, provid-
ing a pathway for the players, which
includes allowing IGPL golfers to
compete alongside the top Asian
players at the Asian Tour event in
India in November at Kensville
Golf & Country Club.

"Because this is the pilot year of
the IGPL, we're going to give the
top four from the Order of Merit el-
igibility into the final stage of qual-
ifying school," Cho Minn Thant,
Tour Commissioner and CEO of the
Asian Tour, said.

"The OQS (Open Championship
Qualifying Series) also gives a spot
into the British Open. So what will
happen is the top player from IGPL,
not otherwise exempt, will get an
invite into one of the Asian Tour's
OQS events. "And if he finishes in
the top three at that event, he'll get
a spot in the British Open."

Yuvraj hoped that someday
golfers coming out of IGPL can go
on to win Olympic medals.

"It's a full tour, it is going to be
faster-paced, with men and
women both competing. I truly
hope it changes the face of golf in
India. I want to see budding
golfers and current golfers reach
higher levels of the game —
whether Asian, European, or PGA
tours," he said. (PTI) 

Inaugural IGPL tour from Sept. 10; Yuvraj
compares its potential impact to IPL

Pragg takes on
Jeffery Xiong,
Gukesh meets
Bacrot in the

opener

SAMARKAND (UZBEK-
ISTAN), Sept 4: Top seeded
India No 1 R Praggnanandhaa
will take on American Grandmas-
ter Jeffery Xiong while reigning
world champion D Gukesh is
likely to come out all guns blaz-
ing against Frenchman Etienne
Bacrot, in the first round of the
FIDE Grand Swiss here.

As many as 116 players in the
open and 56 in the women's cate-
gory will battle for a combined
prize pool of USD 855,000, of
which USD 625,000 are for the
open section.

The strongest-ever Swiss open
event will miss the top three
ranked players in the world de-
spite the tournament being a part
of qualification for the next Can-
didates. The absence of top
ranked Magnus Carlsen, who has
shown disliking towards the Clas-
sical chess and no longer plays in
the world championship, is under-
standable.

Fabiano Caruana is missing
this event to preserve his energies
since he has already qualified for
the Candidates, while the second
ranked Hikaru Nakamura is bank-
ing on his rating average till Jan-
uary 2026 to find his place in the
Candidates.

Interestingly, Nakamura played
a very mediocre event in the USA
and won all his games to increase
his rating by five points. 

There are two places up for
grabs in both open and women's
section from the tournament. 

Nevertheless, the decision to
opt out by the trio has led to top
three seeds being Indian players,
something that has been unheard
of in any open tournament in the
world.

Praggnanandhaa, the world No
4, No 5 Arjun Erigaisi, and
Gukesh, currently ranked sixth on
the planet, are all there to fight for
the top honours.

The most notable Indian in the
open is women's World Cup win-
ner Divya Deshmukh, who has
also qualified for the Women's
Candidates and has opted out of
the women's section to compete
with the best in business.

Divya, a fierce competitor, will
start her campaign against com-
patriot Abhimanyu Puranik. 

Defending champion Vidit Gu-
jrathi, who won the last edition in
2023, seasoned P Harikrishna, the
dynamic Nihal Sareen, an in-form
Pranav Venkatesh and Leon Luke
Mendonca have all got what it
takes to win the big event as they
will compete over 11 rounds.

There are 15 Indians in the
open and three in the women's
section.

In the eve's section, the Indian
challenge is spearheaded by D
Harika. The last edition's winner
R Vaishali and Vantika Agrawal
complete the line up from India as
Koneru Humpy has also opted out
for having qualified for the
Women's Candidate by reaching
the finals of the women's World
Cup. (PTI) 

Injury-plagued IndIa eye fresh
start In women’s asIa Cup hoCkey

Youngest MPCA prez Mahanaryaman’s
focus firmly on state cricket

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Maha-
naryaman Scindia wants to pull all
his energies on improving cricket
in Madhya Pradesh rather than har-
bour governance ambitions in the
BCCI after becoming the youngest
president of state body MPCA.    

Taking charge of the body once
led by his grandfather Madhavrao
Scindia, and father, Jyotiraditya
Scindia, the 29-year-old wants to
create an impact across all age-
group levels. “Well, I see myself
right now clearly focusing on Mad-
hya Pradesh. I think I've got a huge
mandate. I don't want to eat more
than I can chew. So I'd like to try
and focus on what I have in my
hand right now and start creating
impact on that level. Whatever
comes ahead, comes ahead,” he
told PTI Videos.

Talking about Scindia family's
legacy in MP cricket, he said: "It's
a position my grandfather held and
created a lot of impact in terms of
nurturing talent, spotting talent and

giving them the opportunity. 
"It's a position where my father

played a huge role in creating
processes and professionalising
cricket administration in MPCA.
So for me, combining those two
and adding more value to what my
grandfather and father have done is
immense pressure and immense re-
sponsibility."

Scindia believes his age brings
an advantage. “Being young, you
come with fresh ideas, especially
because India today is a very
young country, 60–70% of our
population is under the age of 35. 

"So coming in with that mental-
ity and having a balanced team
with different kinds of experience
and exposure, I think, will add a lot

of change and a lot of impact to
MPCA,” he said.

For him, the foundation of
progress lies in the districts and in
focusing more on women's cricket.

“The areas of focus for me are
primarily going to be in pushing
and promoting district-level
cricket. You have a very good ex-
ample in Indore and maybe even
Gwalior, where club competi-
tions between districts are very
omnipresent. I think I'd like to
replicate that across the state,” he
said.

Scindia's immediate task will be
overseeing preparations for the
ICC Women's World Cup begin-
ning on September 30. Indore is
one of the host cities.

“Preparations are on. On my
first day, we already had a meeting
with the police, the commissioner's
team, and the municipal corpora-
tion. Gave them a fair understand-
ing of what the expectations are.
(PTI) 

HANGZHOU (CHINA), Sept
4: An injury-plagued Indian
women's hockey team will look to
put behind past struggles and
hope for a winning start against
lower-ranked Thailand in its
opening match of the Asia Cup
beginning here on Friday.

India, ranked ninth in the
world, will start favourites
against world no.30 Thailand in
the Pool B match.

India are the highest ranked
team in the pool along side Japan
(12), Thailand and Singapore (31)
and are expected to top the group.
Pool A consists of China, South
Korea, Malaysia and Chinese
Taipei.

In fact, India are the second
highest-ranked side in the tourna-
ment behind world no.4 China.
The Asia Cup holds great signifi-
cance for all teams as it is a qual-
ifying tournament for next year's
World Cup in Belgium and the
Netherlands.

After Thailand, India will take

on Japan on Saturday, followed
by a final pool match against Sin-
gapore on September 8.

Injuries to key players -- vet-
eran goalkeeper Savita Punia and
ace dragflciker Deepika -- have
somewhat weakened the squad.

While Savita is out with an
ankle injury, Deepika, initially
named in the squad, was ruled out
at the last moment with a ham-
string injury which she sustained
during a training session.

Deepika has been replaced by
Sakshi in the squad.

Deepika, a forward-cum-drag-
flicker, which is a rare commod-
ity in world hockey, has been the
shinning star and the most im-
proved Indian player in recent
times and her absence would be
felt.

In the duo's absence, the onus
would be on seniors like skipper
Salima Tete, Navneet Kaur,
Udita, Neha, Sharmila Devi and
Lalremsiami to take up the re-
sponsibility.

The Indian women have been
struggling this year, having been
relegated from the FIH Pro
League where they finished last
after a disastrous  European leg.

India have won the Asia Cup
twice before in 2004 and 2017,
and going forward, the team will
look to build on past successes in
the region and redeem itself.

In Savita's absence, the goal-
keeping duties will be taken by
Bichu Devi Kharibam and
Bansari Solanki, while the de-
fence would be headed by Udita,
Nikki Pradhan, Manisha
Chauhan, Ishika Chaudhary and
Suman Devi Thoudam.

The mid-field boasts of a
strong line-up in Neha, Salima,
Lalremsiami, Sharmila Devi,
Sunelita Toppo and Vaishnavi
Vitthal Phalke.

The forward-line will be spear-
head by Navneet in the company
of Sangita Kumari, Mumtaz
Khan, Beauty Dungdung, Rutuja
Dadaso Pisal and Sakshi. (PTI) 

MIAMI, Sept 4: Ticket prices for
next year's World Cup will range
initially from $60 for group-stage
matches to $6,730 for the final, but
could change as soccer's top event
adopts dynamic pricing for the first
time. 

The prices are up from a range
of $25 to $475 for the 1994 tour-
nament in the United States and for
the U.S. dollar equivalent $69 to
$1,607 when ticket details were an-
nounced for the 2022 tournament
in Qatar.

“I think the message is Get your
tickets early,' especially if you
know where you will be, because
you live in that city, or you're a fan
of the three hosting nations, and
then you know already when and
where they will play,” said Heimo
Schirgi, the World Cup's chief op-
erating officer. “So that's the mes-
sage: Get your tickets early,'
because anything could happen.”

Next year's tournament runs
from June 11 to July 19 and will be

played at 11 sites in the U.S., three
in Mexico and two in Canada. The
tournament expanded from 32 na-
tions to 48 and from 64 games to
104. The initial draw period will be
limited to Visa card holders and
will run from 11 a.m. EDT on Sept.
10 through 11 a.m. EDT on Sept.
19. Those picked to buy tickets
will be notified starting Sept. 29
and will be given a timeslot to pur-
chase starting Oct. 1. While tickets
for all 104 matches are being put
on sale, receiving a timeslot does
not guarantee tickets will be avail-
able. Sales will be capped at four
tickets per person per match, with
no person being able to purchase
more than 40 for the totality of the
tournament. FIFA said it has no ad-
ditional details on prices to an-
nounce.

A second phase, called an early
ticket draw, likely will run from
Oct. 27-31, with purchase times-
lots from mid-November to early
December.

A third phase, termed a random
selection draw, will start after the
final draw of teams on Dec. 5 de-
termines the World Cup schedule.
FIFA said tickets will be available
closer to the tournament “on a
first-come, first-served basis.”

FIFA also said it will start an of-
ficial resale platform.

Hospitality packages have been
sold since May. For the eight
matches at MetLife Stadium in
East Rutherford, New Jersey, in-
cluding the final on July 19, prices
range from $3,500 to $73,200 per
person.

Fans can purchase tickets to fol-
low a certain team, or purchase for
a certain site. Dynamic pricing was
also utilized for this year's Club
World Cup, when tickets were cut
from $473.90 to $13.40 for the
Chelsea-Fluminense semifinal at
MetLife Stadium.

“It's key to highlight FIFA's mis-
sion and FIFA's objective of pro-
viding funding, providing

opportunities, providing growth to
our sport across all the 211 mem-
ber associations,” Schirgi said.
“And as part of that mission, which
we take very seriously, we're look-
ing at optimizing the revenue, but
also optimizing attendance in the
stadium, right? So, it's always a
balance between different factors.”

American Airlines announced
Wednesday its AAdvantage loyalty
program members can redeem
miles for World Cup tickets, start-
ing with executive platinum and
concierge key members on Oct. 13,
with platinum pro, platinum and
gold starting the following day and
all members having access on Oct.
15. Thirteen teams in the field have
been determined. The U.S.,
Canada and Mexico all are assured
World Cup spots as the host na-
tions, while reigning champion Ar-
gentina with Lionel Messi and
perennial power Brazil are among
the teams that have already secured
qualification. (AP)

World Cup tickets initially to cost $60-$6,730
but could fluctuate with dynamic pricing

Felix Auger-Alissiame
beats Alex de Minaur at the

US Open to reach his 1st
major semi since 2021

NEW YORK, Sept 4: Felix
Auger-Aliassime got past Alex de
Minaur 4-6, 7-6 (7), 7-5, 7-6 (4)
at the U.S. Open across 4 hours,
10 minutes on Wednesday to
reach his second Grand Slam
semifinal — and second at Flush-
ing Meadows.

The No. 25-seeded Auger-
Aliassime's only other trip to the
final four at a major came in New
York in 2021 at age 21. 

“Four years ago. It feels like
more,” said Auger-Aliassime,
who advanced back then when
Carlos Alcaraz stopped playing in
the quarterfinals with an injured
leg muscle. “It was a tough cou-
ple of years.” Auger-Aliassime,
who is Canadian, will meet No. 1
Jannik Sinner or No. 10 Lorenzo
Musetti on Friday for a berth in
the championship match. No. 2
Alcaraz faces No. 7 Novak
Djokovic in the other semifinal.

“It's not over. There's still some
tennis to play and the biggest
challenges are yet to come,”
Auger-Aliassime said. “That's
what I live for. That's what I train
for.” He hit 22 aces and finished
with a total of 51 winners to the
29 for de Minaur, who dropped to
0-6 for his career in Grand Slam
quarterfinals.

“Right now I'm looking at this
like a wasted opportunity,” said
de Minaur. “It's tough.”

Auger-Aliassime was one point
from trailing two sets to none
when de Minaur led 6-5 in the

second-set tiebreaker. But Auger-
Aliassime erased that set point
with a 120 mph ace. That began a
run in which he grabbed four of
five points to even the contest at
a set apiece.

“Just a lot of nerves today, dur-
ing the whole match. It wasn't
pretty at all times,” Auger-Alias-
sime said during his on-court in-
terview in Arthur Ashe Stadium.
“I was willing to dig really deep
and do everything I can to stand
here, right now."

This is the first time Auger-
Aliassime has eliminated three
seeded players during a single
major, adding this victory over
No. 8 de Minaur to wins against
No. 3 Alexander Zverev in the
third round and No. 15 Andrey
Rublev in the fourth.

In the women's quarterfinals,
Amanda Anisimova upset Iga
Swiatek 6-4, 6-3 in a rematch of
the Wimbledon final won by
Swiatek 6-0, 6-0 less than two
months ago. Four-time Grand
Slam champion Naomi Osaka
beat Karolina Muchova 6-4, 7-6
(3) at night to remain unbeaten
when she reaches the quarterfinal
stage of a major tournament.

The women's semifinals are
scheduled at night, including de-
fending champion Aryna Sa-
balenka against Jessica Pegula.
That's a repeat from the final at
Flushing Meadows last year,
when Sabalenka was a 7-5, 7-5
winner. (AP) 

Fitri Saari eyes HIL spot, says more Malaysian
players need to play in foreign leagues

RAJGIR (BIHAR), Sept 4: Star
midfielder Fitri Saari believes
Malaysian players need to ply their
trade in foreign leagues to raise the
profile of the sport in the country
while he aspires to feature in the
next edition of the Hockey India
League. 

With his eyes firmly set on next
year's HIL, Fitri, brother of striker
Faizal Saari, has already registered
for the mini auction to be held in the
first week of October.

"Yes, I want to play in the
Hockey India League. We need
more players from Asia to play in
the Hockey India League if we
(Asia) need to beat Europe, Pan
America, Australia..." Fitri told PTI
in an interaction as Malaysia con-
tinued their fine run in the ongoing
men's Asia Cup here with a 2-0 win
over China. 

"I have put my name in Hockey
India League's mini auction draft al-
ready. I did that with a hope to play
in the league. I hope my perform-
ances here will be noticed and I am
ready to play for any team. 

"I just want an opportunity and I

can prove that I am competitive and
a better player," he added.

Fitri, a member of the 2018 Asian
Games silver-medal winning side,
said Malaysian players need expo-
sure and that can be achieved only
by plying trade in different foreign
leagues.

"We need to play leagues outside
of Malaysia. If we have opportunity
to play in the Hockey India League,
(or the) Holland league we need to
go there to learn more,” he said. 

"If 7 or 8 players from Malaysia
play in different leagues of the
world, including HIL, they will get
more exposure, matches and learn
from different players," he said.

Hockey has a storied history in
Malaysia that peaked in 1980s and
1990s. The spark ignited at the 1975
World Cup at home soil, where they
finished fourth.

Malaysia have qualified for the
Olympics nine times, with their best
result being an eighth-place finish
in 1972 Munich edition.

But since 2000 Sydney Games,
the Speedy Tigers have never made
it to the Olympics. (PTI) 
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NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Veteran
India leg-spinner Amit Mishra on
Thursday announced his retire-
ment from all forms of cricket,
ending a career spanning more
than two decades.

Having last played for India in
2017, the 42-year-old Haryana
cricketer continued to feature in
the IPL till the 2024 edition.
Mishra confirmed his retirement to
PTI over phone.

“I have decided to retire,” said
Mishra.

In a statement, Mishra said the
decision was largely based on re-
peated injuries and the belief that
the younger generation needed to
take over.

Mishra represented India in 22
Tests, 36 ODIs and 10 T20s. His
Test career yielded 76 wickets,
while in ODIs he snared 64 scalps.

He was a classical leg-break
bowler who made his Test debut
against Australia in 2008, five
years after he made his India debut
in an ODI against South Africa in
2003.

With Harbhajan Singh and Anil

Kumble starting most of the games
at home, Mishra had to wait for his
Test cap.

It was a successful debut for him
as he took a five-wicket haul in the
first innings before picking a cou-
ple of more in the second essay. It
ultimately became his only five-
wicket haul in the traditional for-
mat. “These 25 years (first class
debut in 2000) of my life in cricket

have been nothing short of memo-
rable. I am deeply grateful to the
BCCI, the administration, Haryana
cricket association, the support
staff, my colleagues, and to my
family members who were with
me all this while.

“I would like to thank the fans
whose love and support whenever
and wherever I played made the
journey memorable. Cricket has

given me countless memories and
invaluable learnings, and each mo-
ment on the ground has been a
memory I’ll treasure for life,”
Mishra said in a statement issued
later.

His last competitive game was
for Lucknow Super Giants in the
2024 IPL season. His international
career stagnated after R Ashwin
and Ravindra Jadeja entered the
scene.

In the statement issued on
Thursday, Mishra also expressed
the desire to stay involved in the
game via coaching and commen-
tary. 

He racked up 535 wickets in a
exemplary first class career while
he collected 252 and 285 in List A
and T20 cricket.

In the IPL alone, he took 166
wickets at a stellar average of
23.98 and a very acceptable econ-
omy rate of 7.36, representing four
teams including SunRisers Hyder-
abad, Deccan Chargers, Delhi
Capitals and LSG. He remains the
only bowler to take three hat-tricks
in the IPL. (PTI)

BENGALURU, Sept 4: Ruturaj
Gaikwad compensated for the fail-
ure of Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Shreyas Iyer, compiling a wonder-
fully paced 184 as West Zone
fought back to reach 363 for six
against Central Zone on the first
day of the Duleep Trophy semifi-
nal here on Thursday.

Tanush Kotian (65) and Shardul
Thakur (24) were batting when
stumps were drawn at the BCCI
Centre of Excellence ‘B’ grounds,
after West batted by choice.

Undoubtedly, Gaikwad, whose
innings came of just 206 balls, was
the star of the day, coasting to his
second successive hundred after
making a 133 for Maharashtra
against Himachal Pradesh in the
Buchi Babu tournament last
month. 

The right-hander carried that
confidence into this match, dis-
playing exquisite timing and foot-
work to resist the Central bowlers. 

However, Gaikwad came to the
middle with West struggling at 10
for two after losing Jaiswal (4 off
3 balls), who was trapped in front
by pacer Khaleel Ahmed, and
Harvik Desai (1), who gave a sim-
ple catch to Yash Rathod at first
slip off Deepak Chahar. 

But from that point, Gaikwad
constructed a handy partnership 90
for the second wicket with Aarya
Desai as West gradually entered a
stabilised phase. 

The 28-year-old reached his first
fifty in 85 balls, but he floored the
pedal in the noon session to go past
100 in 131 balls — his second fifty
coming in just 51 balls. 

The highlight of Gaikwad’s bat-
ting was the way he handled the
capable spinners of Central Zone
— left-arm spinner Harsh Dubey
and off-spinner Saransh Jain. 

He often executed the late cut
and square cut to perfection,
amassing 15 boundaries and nearly
100 runs through those regions. 

It forced the spinners to adopt a
rather straight line and on a slow
pitch, the Maharashtra batter had
little trouble in working around
them for singles or twos. 

But the West had a few nervy
moments soon as they lost Aarya
(39), Shreyas (25) and Shams Mu-
lani (18) in rather quick succession
to be placed first at 137 for 4 and
then at 179 for five. 

Iyer, who was dropped on the
first ball by Ahmed at deep off
Harsh Dubey, looked in fine fettle
but an attempt to play a late cut off

Ahmed saw the ball disturbing the
stumps after taking a light under
edge of his bat.

The on-field umpires checked
for no-ball as Iyer waited in hope
but it lasted only a couple of min-
utes as the TV umpire ruled the
ball fair. 

Gaikwad needed a strong-willed
partner from there, and Kotian was
just that. No stranger to late order
fightback, the Mumbaikar gave
solid support to his senior partner
as they milked 148 runs for the
sixth wicket that pushed the Cen-
tral completely on to the back foot.   

Once he reached the hundred,
Gaikwad was in cruise mode mov-
ing to 150 in 178 balls (third fifty
in 47 balls) as Central bowlers ran
out of ideas.

Just as he was nearing his
maiden first-class double hundred,
Gaikwad showed a surprising mo-
ment of impatience to get stumped. 

He shimmied out of crease to
push spinner Jain to covers but was
beaten in flight and stumper Upen-
dra Yadav did the rest.

But by then West had reached a
position that looked so unlikely a
couple of hours ago, and Kotian in
the company of his skipper Thakur
saw off the rest of the day. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Amit Mishra’s
start-stop international career had two
distinct phases. 

First was spent dealing with the im-
mense pressure of expectations that came
with replacing the legendary Anil Kum-
ble. The second part was about dealing
with the competition that came with the
emergence of Ravichandran Ashwin and
Ravindra Jadeja -- one an off-spinner and
other a left-arm slow orthodox, who
suited Mahendra Singh Dhoni and Virat
Kohli’s plans to the ‘T’. 

The grammar of Test match batting
had changed by then and hence Mishra’s
76 wickets in 22 Tests won’t be a fair as-
sessment of his skills as a bowler, who
had a sharp leg-break and an enticing
googly but became the sparsely used
third option behind Ashwin-Jadeja.

“It was a very disappointing thing.
Sometimes you’re in the team, some-
times you’re out. Sometimes you get a
chance in the playing eleven, sometimes

you don’t. Of course, it’s frustrating, and
I was frustrated many times, no doubt,”
Mishra told PTI Videos in an exclusive
interview after announcing his retirement
from competitive cricket. 

“But then you remember that your
dream is to play cricket for India. You are
with the national team, and millions of
people are working so hard just to be
there. You are one of the 15 players on
the Indian team. So, I tried to stay posi-
tive,” he added.

Despite his evident talent, Mishra ad-
mitted that being in and out of the Indian
team was mentally tough.

“Whenever I was frustrated, I thought
about what I could improve on. Whether
it was my fitness, batting, or bowling, I
always focused on getting better. When-
ever I got a chance to play for the Indian
team, I performed well, and I’m very
happy about that. I never shied away
from hard work,” he added.

Mishra was always good but someone

else would always show up brilliant --
like Ashwin and Jadeja in red-ball
cricket.

Ironical as it might seem, the last inter-
national match for Mishra was a T20I
against England in Bengaluru in 2017
where he took 1/23 in four overs at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium which is a batting
paradise. If looked at in isolation, these
are brilliant figures.

But in the same match, another leg-
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal took 6 for 25.
Mishra never played for India after that
even in T20Is despite being an IPL leg-
end -- 174 wickets in 162 games, includ-
ing a hat-trick in the first edition in 2008.

Mishra credits IPL for his Test come-
back because suddenly performances got
noticed. “I’d say the defining moment
was the hat-trick I took in the 2008 IPL,
where I also took five wickets in the
match. From there, I made a comeback to
the Indian team. Before that, I was con-
sistently performing well in domestic

cricket, taking 35-45 wickets every sea-
son, but I couldn’t get back into the na-
tional team. 

“That IPL hat-trick changed things for
me. I had also performed well in Syed
Mushtaq Ali the preceding year taking 25
wickets, which helped me get an IPL
contract (Delhi Daredevils). 

“After that hat-trick, I was back in the
Indian team continuously and my career
in T-20 also started. So, that hat-trick
with five wickets in 2008 will be a defin-
ing moment of my life,” he said.

Mishra put forth his perspective about
various captains having their preferred
choice of bowlers and also that there was
nothing wrong in it.

“Some players are captain’s favourites.
But that doesn’t matter much. You just
have to prove yourself whenever you get
a chance. As I said, these things don’t
matter. Sometimes a player who per-
forms better than you is liked more, but
when you start performing, it all

changes.” He always found bowling to
Indian batters more challenging than
overseas players in the IPL.

“Whenever I took the wicket of a well-
known Indian player, I felt proud. Some-
one like Virender Sehwag, Rohit Sharma,
Yuvraj Singh, Gautam Gambhir, or Virat
Kohli-they are the kind of players who
can change the game at any moment. 

“You can trouble a foreign player with
your skill, but with these guys, you know
them in and out. When you get one of
their wickets, you get a different, very
positive feeling. I would say all Indian
batsmen are difficult for a spinner to
bowl against.”

While taking a trip down memory lane,
he remembered how skipper Anil Kum-
ble informed him prior to the Mohali Test
against Australia in 2008 about his debut.

“Anil Bhai told me in the morning of
the match that he was injured. I played
that match against Australia and took five
wickets, which was a huge moment for

me. It was a big thing to fill the shoes of
Anil Kumble. There was pressure and I
am glad that I won Player of the match
on debut.”

Despite the rollercoaster ride, Mishra
said he is bidding adieu without regrets.

“I’ve played cricket for 25 years across
three decades with legends like Sachin
Tendulkar, under leaders like MS Dhoni,
and with current stars like Rohit Sharma.
Now that I’m slowly stepping away, it’s
emotional, of course. Cricket gave me
everything -- respect, identity, and pur-
pose.” He knows where he stands and is
practical about moving away from the
game quietly.

“Not everyone gets a grand farewell or
big press conference, and that’s okay.
What matters to me is that I gave every-
thing I had. I played with heart. I per-
formed whenever I got the opportunity.

“And I’ve earned the love of fans and
the respect of my peers -- that’s my
biggest achievement.” (PTI)

NEW YORK, Sept 4: India’s
Yuki Bhambri progressed to his
maiden Grand Slam semifinal by
advancing to the last four of the
US Open men’s doubles event with
New Zealand partner Michael
Venus. The Indo-Kiwi duo upset
11th seeds Nikola Mektic and Ra-
jeev Ram 6-3, 6-7(8), 6-3 in a
quarterfinal clash on Court 17 to
continue their impressive run on
Wednesday. 

Earlier, Bhambri and Venus had
knocked out fourth seeds Kevin
Krawietz and Tim Puetz in the pre-
quarterfinals.

For Bhambri, 33, it marked a ca-
reer breakthrough after years of
battling injuries and transitioning

from singles to doubles. 
A former junior world No. 1 and

the 2009 Australian Open boys’
champion, he has now achieved
his best result at a senior Grand
Slam. The result also extends
India’s legacy in men’s doubles,
where the likes of Leander Paes,
Mahesh Bhupathi and Rohan
Bopanna have excelled in the past.

The winners secured the first
break of the match when Bhambri
found a service return winner on
Mektik’s serve for a 3-1 lead.
Venus’ serve came under pressure
in the very next game but the New
Zealander managed to save, con-
solidating the break.

Bhambri locked the first set with

an easy volley winner on Ram’s re-
turn. The Indian however lost his
serve in early in the second set, al-
lowing Mektic and Ram to make a
comeback in the match. They got
the break back to make it 4-4 but
eventually lost the set in tie-break
when Bhambri served a double
fault down facing set point.   

Bhambri saved a break point in
game three of the decider to avert
the danger. 

Mektic was comfortably up 40-
15 in game eight but the Indo-Kiwi
pair got the break for a decisive 5-
3 lead when Mektic could not re-
turn and angled backhand from the
Indian after serving a double fault
at deuce. (PTI)

Amit Mishra announces retirement
from all forms of cricket

Being in and out of team was frustrating, but I stayed focused: Amit Mishra

IPL tickets to get
costlier after Govt

levies 40 % GST

Bhambri locks in career-best Grand
Slam show, makes US Open semifinals

‘These 25 years of my life in cricket have been nothing short of memorable’

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Indian
cricket fans, who love turning up
for IPL matches across the country,
will have to shell out more for tick-
ets next season with government
raising the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) on admission to these
games from 28 per cent to 40 per
cent.

According to a Ministry of Fi-
nance release issued late on
Wednesday, “Admission to casi-
nos, race clubs, any place having
casinos or race clubs or sporting
events like IPL will have GST of
40 percent with ITC (Input Tax
Credit).

An IPL ticket with a base price
Rs 500 before GST till last season
would ultimately cost Rs 640 with
GST levied at 28 per cent. How-
ever, during the 2026 edition, the
same ticket will now cost Rs 700
after imposition of 40 per cent
GST by the government.

This is because IPL tickets have
been classified in the ‘Luxury
Goods’ category.

However, India’s international
games have been classified under
other sporting events and would in-
vite a lesser GST of 18 per cent on
tickets priced above Rs 500.

Any tickets priced below Rs 500
will be exempted from GST.

The rule states: “Admission to
other sporting events including
recognised sporting events where
the ticket price is not more than
`500 continues to be exempt, and
if the ticket price is more than Rs.
500, it continues to be taxed at the
standard rate of 18 per cent.”

As far as IPL is concerned, the
ticketing is not controlled by the
BCCI and every franchise decides
the rates at their respective home
grounds.

However, it must be mentioned
that ticket sales revenue is the
smallest chunk in their profit vari-
able. (PTI)

HT Correspondent 
KOKRAJHAR, Sept 4: The Bodoland
University celebrated the National
Sports Day on Tuesday at  Bodoland
University playground with the theme
“Ek Ghanta Khel Ke Maidaan Mein!!”
to commemorate the birth anniversary
of Major Dhyan Chand, India’s leg-
endary hockey player. 

The event was celebrated with a se-
ries of sports competitions including
Inter-departmental Football, Kabaddi
and Tug of War. Faculty members from
all academic departments actively sup-
ported and encouraged their depart-
mental players throughout the
competitions. 

Research Scholars, along with Inte-
grated PG and Postgraduate students,
enthusiastically participated in the dif-
ferent events, which added to the vi-
brancy and success of the celebration.
The three-day programme was not only
a sporting event but also a platform that
fostered National Sports Day at
Bodoland University.

The National Sports Day celebration
began with an exciting and grand open-
ing ceremony at Bodoland University.
The event was graced by Prof. (Dr.)
B.L. Ahuja, Hon’ble Vice-chancellor
Bodoland University, Dr. Prahlad Ba-
sumatary, Director of Students Welfare,
Bodoland University, along with two
invited guests, Mr. Babul Basumatary,
Director In-charge, Sports Authority of
India, Kokrajhar and Mr. Sanjay Hal-
wandi, Senior Wushu Coach Sports Au-
thority of India, Kokrajhar.

The President of Bodoland Univer-
sity Students’ Union (BUSU), ex-

pressed his delight and honor in wel-
coming everyone to the special celebra-
tion of National Sports Day. He
addressed the participants that the day
was not only about celebrating the
spirit of sportsmanship, but also about
paying tribute to one of the nation’s
greatest sporting icons, Major Dhyan
Chand, India’s legendary hockey
player. 

In his welcome address, Dr. Prahlad
Basumatary expressed gratitude to the
chief guest, Prof (Dr.) B.L. Ahuja, for
his constant encouragement and sup-
port to the students. He warmly wel-
comed the invited guest Babul
Basumatary and Sanjay Halwandi, for
giving their valuable time to be part of
the programme. Then he introduced
Daisy Rabha, a sportsperson who has
brought name and fame to Bodoland
University thought her outstanding
achievements who recently brought
name and fame to the University by
winning two medals –one gold and one
silver at an international event in Geor-
gia sponsored by Bodoland University
throughout her participation both in na-
tional level trial and participation in in-
ternational event. Prof. B.L. Ahuja,
Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of Bodoland
University felicitate Miss Daisy Rabha
with a traditional Aronai along with a
cash award of ₹ 5,000 (five thousand
rupees only) for the achievement. Her
remarkable achievement was warmly
acknowledged with applause from the
gathering.

Dr. Sharmistha Brahma Kour, Assis-
tant Professor, Department of Biotech-
nology and Convener of the Organising

Committee of National Sports Day, de-
livered an inspiring speech on the life
and achievements of hockey legend
Major Dhyan Chand. She began by re-
minding that National Sports Day is
celebrated every year on August 29th to
mark the birth anniversary of Major
Dhyan Chand, who is widely regarded
as a true icon of Indian sports. She
briefly spoke about his early life, dedi-
cation to hockey and extraordinary
achievements that brought India global
recognition in the field of sports. She
concluded her speech telling the honors
and recognitions conferred upon him
the prestigious “Padma Bhusan”.

On the final day of the National
Sports Day celebration students once
again gathered at the University Play-
ground at 3:00 P.M on 31st August,
2025. The Day three programme in-
cluded the finals of the Inter-Depart-
mental Football (Male), Kabaddi
(Female) and Tug of War (Male & Fe-
male), followed by the Prize Distribu-
tion Ceremony.

The first sports event was the Tug of
War (male and female), played between
the Department of Economics & Zool-
ogy and Department of Bodo & Geog-
raphy respectively. After a tough
competition, the Department of Eco-
nomics and Bodo secured 1st position,
while the Department of Zoology and
Geography stood at 2nd position. The
Inter-Departmental Football final was
then played between the History De-
partment and Bodo Department. It was
an intense match, the History Depart-
ment scored two goals in the second
tiebreaker and won first place. 

HT Correspondent
NAHARLAGUN, Sept 4: PM Shri Kendriya
Vidyalaya Naharlagun, representing the KVS
Tinsukia Region, has scripted history by win-
ning the Under-14 Boys’ Football Champi-
onship at the 54th KVS National Level
Tournament held in Lucknow from August 29
to September 2.

The championship saw participation from
24 regional teams of Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan across the country. The Naharla-
gun side, comprising students of PM Shri
KV No. 1 Itanagar, dominated the tourna-
ment with commanding victories - Hyder-
abad (8-0), Delhi (4-1), Bengaluru (3-0) and
Bhubaneswar (1-0) in the semi-final—be-
fore defeating Ranchi 2-0 in the final.

Striker Techie Donal emerged as the tourna-
ment’s standout performer with six goals,
while captain Langpu Nikum and vice-captain

Ha Nua provided solid leadership to guide the
team to the title.

On their arrival at Naharlagun Railway Sta-
tion, the champions were accorded a rousing
reception by parents, citizens and well-wish-
ers.

Deputy Commissioner of KVS Tinsukia, T.
Pritam Singh, hailed the achievement as a
proud moment for the region, commending the
school’s commitment to nurturing sporting ex-
cellence. Principal Dr. Ram Kumar Singh
Sikarwar congratulated the players on their
success and expressed gratitude to the Re-
gional Office Tinsukia for its constant support.

The Assistant Commissioners of KVS RO
Tinsukia and the Regional Sports Cell also ex-
tended their appreciation. Coach Sachin Pari-
har and Physical Education Teacher Ajay
Choubey attributed the victory to the team’s
discipline, dedication and collective spirit.

KV Naharlagun win U-14 Boys’
Football Championship

Bodoland University marks 
National Sports Day in Kokrajhar 
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