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Prohibitory order BJP slams Oppn for ‘distorting facts’
about new order on foreigners

imposed around
Raj Bhavan

GUWAHATI, Sept 5: Prohibitory
order under Section 163 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita (BNSS) has been imposed
within a 5 km radius of the Raj
Bhavan in Guwahati, banning any
activity that poses potential threat
to the security and safety of the
zone, an officer said.

Any person contravening the
order will be liable to be punished
as per provisions of the law, the
order issued by Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Central), Amitabh
Basumatary on Wednesday said.

“...it has been brought to my at-
tention that certain activities in the
vicinity of Raj Bhavan, Guwahati,
pose potential threats to the safety,
security and sanctity of this high-
security zone,” Basumatary said in
the order.

It said the Raj Bhavan, being the
official residence of the state’s
governor, requires heightened se-
curity and a tranquil environment
to ensure the functioning of essen-
tial government duties.

As such, under section 163 of
BNSS, all public gatherings,
protests, rallies or demonstrations
within a radius of 5 km of the Raj
Bhavan have been prohibited.

Use of loudspeakers, fireworks,
crackers or (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Impact on ASsam

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 5: BIP
spokesperson Devajit Mahanta on
Friday accused the opposition par-
ties of deliberately misrepresenting
the Immigrant Foreigners [Relief]
2025 Proclamation for electoral
gains ahead of the 2026 Assembly
polls.

Addressing a press conference at
the State Office of Assam Pradesh
BJP, he said that Congress, Raijor
Dal and Assam Jatiya Parishad
(AJP) were attempting to rekindle
unrest in the State by misleading
people about the directive.

According to Mahanta, if the op-
position tried to disturb the atmos-
phere of peace restored in Assam
after years of agitation, they would
have to answer before the people’s
court.

He recalled the anti-CAA move-
ment, alleging that emotional ma-
nipulation by certain groups had
led to loss of innocent lives, wide-
spread unrest, and even damage to
cultural landmarks such as Sri-

w

manta Sankardeva Kalakshetra.
He said that while opposition
leaders had claimed during the
CAA agitation that nearly two crore
people from Bangladesh would
enter Assam to claim citizenship,
the ground reality was far removed.
“It has been five years and seven
months since CAA was imple-
mented. Against the exaggerated
claims of crores, only 12 people ap-
plied for citizenship in Assam, out
of which only three were granted

Teachers’ Day celebrated in Karbi Anglong

KAAC CEM calls for respect to teachers

HT Bureau

DIPHU, Sept 5: Teachers’ Day
was celebrated across schools, col-
leges and universities, commemo-
rating the birthday of Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, the first Vice-Pres-
ident of India, in Karbi Anglong on
Friday.

In Diphu, the 64th Teachers’
Day celebration was held at Sars-
ing Teron (Langkung Habe) Me-
morial Town Hall, Matipung.

The event was organised by the
Lumbajong Education Block, De-
partment of School Education,
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Coun-
cil (KAACQ).

Participating as chief guest,
KAAC Chief Executive Member
(CEM) Tuliram Ronghang stressed
the need to give due respect to
teachers, saying that without their
guidance and teachings, one can-
not become a respectable person.

“Teachers deserve respect as

they devote their time and sacrifice
to mould a person’s character.
After parents, teachers are the ones
guiding every child with moral dis-
cipline and care. Those who don’t
show respect to their teachers only
half gain knowledge,” the CEM
said.

Addressing the teachers, Rong-
hang said it was a great honour to

No reduction 1n overall
cargo shipments from
India;: Sonowal

TUTICORIN, Sept 5: Amid con-
cerns over the impact of a 50 per
cent US tariff on Indian products,
Union Ports Shipping and Water-
ways  Minister ~ Sarbananda
Sonowal on Friday claimed that
there has been no reduction in
overall cargo shipments from
India.

Almost 90 per cent of India’s
foreign trade in terms

will get this solved. Delhi’s values
are much closer to ours and to
China’s than to Russia’s.

During April-July, the country’s
exports to the US increased 21.64
per cent to USD 33.53 billion,
while imports rose 12.33 per cent
to USD 17.41 billion, according to
commerce ministry data.

The US was the largest trading

partner of India in the

of volume and 70 per [™™*
cent of India’s for-
eign trade by value is
transported through
sea routes.

“We have not seen
areduction in overall
cargo shipments
from India,”
Sonowal told PTI
when asked to com-

April-July 2025-26
period (USD 12.56
billion bilateral
trade). India’s ex-
ports to America
have been recording
a positive growth
since April this year.

India has described
the US move to levy
a 25 per cent addi-

ment on the impact
of'a 50 per cent steep
tariff imposed by
Washington on In-
dian goods entering
the US.

India and the US
have been negotiat-
ing a bilateral trade

During April-July, the
country’s exports to the
US increased 21.64 per
cent to USD 33.53 bil- At
lion, while imports rose
12.33 per cent to USD
17.41 billion.

tional tariff on Indian
goods as “unfair, un-
justified and unrea-
sonable”.

VOC Port,
Sonowal paid trib-
utes to the statue of
the legendary free-
dom fighter VO Chi-

agreement  (BTA)
since March. So far, five rounds of
talks have been completed.

After a 50 per cent duty was im-
posed on August 27, the US team
has deferred its visit to India for the
next round of talks, which was
scheduled from August 25.

No new dates have been fi-
nalised for the sixth round of nego-
tiations.

Amid tensions between India
and the US, Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent said that at the end
of the day, the two great countries

dambaranar,
commemorating his 154th birth an-
niversary.

At the event, the minister inau-
gurated the green hydrogen pilot
project with a capacity of 10
Nm?hr at VOC Port, making it the
first port in the country to produce
green hydrogen.

Established at a cost of ¥ 3.87
crore, the project will generate
green hydrogen to power street
lights and an electric vehicle charg-
ing facility in the Port colony. Ad-
dressing (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

express respect, gratitude and ad-
miration for those who dedicate
their lives to shaping young minds
and guiding society toward a
brighter future.

He added that without quality
education, no society can produce
responsible citizens, visionary
leaders or compassionate human
beings. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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citizenship,” Mahanta stated.

He added that the figures proved
that the agitation was used merely
as a political platform by certain in-
dividuals and organisations.

Citing historical precedents, Ma-
hanta said that the Congress party
itself had once endorsed citizenship
for persecuted minorities from
Bangladesh.

He referred to an official memo-
randum sent by former chief min-
ister Tarun (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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Death of minor in Ghy drain;
3 construction co people held

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 5: The tragic
incident which has triggered wide-
spread outrage, a three-year-old
child died after falling into an
open section of a footpath near an
under-construction bridge in Kala-
pahar area of Guwahati, the police
on Friday arrested three individu-
als linked to the project, including
a director of the construction firm
responsible for the site.

The arrested persons have been
identified as Avinash Bhatia, Di-
rector of Bhartia Infra Projects Ltd
(BIPL), Safety Engineer Kaushik
Gogoi, and Deputy Project Man-
ager Prasannajit Pathak.

Deputy Commissioner of Police
(West) in Guwahati, Padmanabh
Baruah said the arrests followed
an FIR lodged by the victim’s fa-
ther, who held BIPL directly re-
sponsible for negligence. The
project is being executed under
the supervision of the Public
Works Department (PWD).

“The investigation began on
the basis of the father’s complaint.
He blamed the construction com-
pany for the death of his child.
The site was under the watch of
the PWD,” the DCP told reporters
here.

According to officials, CCTV

footage captured the chilling mo-
ment when the toddler fell into the
open drain, which had no protec-
tive cover. The footage soon went
viral on social media, drawing
anger and demands for strict ac-
tion against those responsible.

Police also revealed that this
was not the first instance of safety
lapses at a BIPL site. Just a month
earlier, a man died due to electro-
cution at another project site han-
dled by the same company. An
FIR was registered in that case as
well.

“Even after a similar tragedy
occurred recently, the company
failed to learn any lessons. There
was no sense of responsibility
shown in ensuring public safety,”
Baruah said.

He added that investigations
into both incidents are underway.
While three people have been ar-
rested, more arrests could follow.
Several other employees of the
company have already been de-
tained and questioned.

The child’s death has sparked
sharp criticism of both the com-
pany and government authorities
for ignoring basic safety norms.
Locals have demanded accounta-
bility from the PWD for failing to
monitor the site effectively.

Centre to keep vigil to ensure GST
benefits passed fully to consumers: Goyal

NEW DELHI, Sept 5: The Centre
will keep vigil to ensure that the
benefits of GST rationalisation are
passed on fully to consumers,
Union minister Piyush Goyal said
on Friday, stating that the industry
has given him assurance that the
entire fall in taxes on various items
will be reflected in their prices.

The GST Council’s decision to
bring all products, except sin
goods, under 5 per cent and 18 per
cent slabs, while reducing it to zero
on a host of essential items, will
kick in from September 22, the
first day of Navratra.

Addressing a BJP press confer-
ence, Goyal also rejected the con-
tention that the US decision to
impose a 50 per cent tariff on India
might have prompted the Modi
government to turn to reforms, as
he said that the decision was an
outcome of nearly a year-long con-

sultation among secretaries and fi-
nance ministers of states and the
Centre.

“This decision (GST) has no
link whatsoever with any decision
of any country. Such a big change
cannot happen overnight,” the
Minister of Commerce and Indus-
try said, noting that the US deci-
sion was made only last month.

While the Centre will maintain
vigil to ensure that consumers get
the full benefits of reduced taxes,
states should also monitor it, he
said.

With the Congress and its allies
taking swipes at the government
for “delayed” rationalisation of the
Goods and Services Tax regime, he
hit back, saying they have exposed
their own incompetence as they
could not roll out the GST during
their stint in power during 2004-14
and were only busy in “corrup-

tion”.

He accused Congress govern-
ments in Karnataka and Telangana
of trying to obstruct the GST
Council, which is headed by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man and includes finance ministers
from all states, from approving
these reforms on September 3 be-
cause it will “expose” their own
party. The decision was finally
taken with consensus.

Attacking Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, Goyal said he is
like a rocket which could not take
off despite numerous launch at-
tempts. He himself does now know
what he said on some issue earlier
and what he is saying now, and
people of the country are not af-
fected by his comments.

Replying to a question, the min-
ister insisted that the Union gov-
ernment’s (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Modi govt has always prioritised poor, middle class: Himanta

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 5: Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Fri-
day lauded the Narendra Modi-led
Central government for what he
described as a consistent commit-
ment to the welfare of the poor and
the middle class, highlighting a se-
ries of reforms and schemes that he
said have transformed lives across
the country.

In a post on X, Sarma wrote:

“The Modi Govt has always cared
for the poor and middle class and
over the years taken various steps
for them Income Tax exemption
limit raised to 12 LPA Major GST
reforms Unified Pension Scheme
PM Awaas Ayushman Bharat Con-
trol on inflation Lower interest
rates.”

The Chief Minister said these
initiatives have provided both eco-
nomic relief and social security,

ensuring that citizens across differ-
ent income groups benefit from in-
clusive growth.

He noted that the raising of the
income tax exemption limit to 312
lakh annually has brought signifi-
cant relief to salaried individuals,
while major reforms in the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) regime
have simplified taxation and re-
duced compliance burdens for
businesses.

The film demonstrates the power and tenacity of a simple village educator

Assamese film ‘Goodbye Guruji’selected
for Festival Gange Sur Seine in Paris

GUWAHATI, Sept 5: Assamese
film ‘Goodbye Guruji’, a story of
transformation through education
and perseverance, has been offi-
cially selected for Festival Gange
Sur Seine in Paris, where it will
have its global premiere next
month, a statement said on Friday.

Filmmaker Arunjit Borah’s lat-
est film follows Prayash Saikia,
nicknamed Guruji, a young and de-
voted teacher who introduces un-
conventional methods to engage
children at Kinkinia Primary
School and bring education back to
the heart of the community.

The film intricately weaves the
mythological tale of ‘Kansa Badh’
from  Assam’s  500-year-old
‘Bhaona’ theatre tradition, mirror-
ing Guruji’s struggles and tri-
umphs, and reinforcing the
timeless theme of good prevailing
over adversity.

It has Partha Pratim Hazarika
and Aimee Barua in the lead roles.

Gange sur Seine, an interna-
tional independent competitive In-
dian film festival, will be held in

multiple cinema venues in Paris
from October 10 to 14.
Expressing delight on the selec-
tion, writer and director of the film
Borah said, “This film is a heartfelt
exploration of the transformative
power of education and innovative
teaching. My belief in the power of
perseverance, innovation and em-
pathy to overcome educational bar-
riers is at the heart of this film.”
Commenting on the film’s selec-
tion, Chayan Sarkar, president,
Gange Sur Seine, Paris, said,
“Borah is a powerful filmmaker
who often experiments with seri-
ous subjects within simple back-

drops. We ecarlier screened his
short film ‘Zibah’, which was well
received in Paris. ‘Goodbye Gu-
ruji’ is a visual feast — profound yet
subtle in its storytelling.”

“The film demonstrates the
power and tenacity of a simple vil-
lage educator in transforming an
entire community. The director’s
use of rural Assam as his canvas,
combined with the traditional
‘Bhaona’, creates a mystic, surreal
and cinematic experience,” Sarkar
added.

‘Goodbye Guruji’ also features
Rupjyoti Mahanta, Rupkumar
Borah, Naba Mahanta and Anyun
Kashyap in important roles.

The film has been produced
by National Film Development
Corporation of India Ltd
(NFDC), in association with
Cinecraft Productions and sup-
ported by the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting,
Government of India.The story
is by Sanjeev Tiwari, with
screenplay by Arunjit Borah and
Mabharshi (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Sarma also pointed to the Uni-
fied Pension Scheme as a major
step towards ensuring financial se-
curity for retirees, while schemes
like Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana
have provided affordable housing
to lakhs of families. Similarly,
Ayushman Bharat has extended
health insurance coverage to vul-
nerable sections of society, he
added. According to him, measures
taken by the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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49 candidates
in fray under

Kokrajhar sub-div

BTR polls: Scrutiny of
nominations completed

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Sept 5: The

scrutiny of nomination papers for
the forthcoming BTC Elections
2025 in Kokrajhar district across
all 12 constituencies was success-
fully completed on late Thursday.

In Kokrajhar Sadar sub-division,
49 candidates remain in the fray
after scrutiny.

They include 17 candidates in 7-
Fakiragram (Open), 7 in 8-Dotma
(ST), 7 in 9-Banargaon (ST), 5 in
10-Debargaon (ST), 8 in 11-
Baukhungri (ST), and 5 in 12-
Salakati (ST).

In Parbatjhora sub-division,
scrutiny was conducted for the 1-
Parbatjhora (ST) constituency,
where 9 candidates remain in the
contest.

In Gossaigaon sub-division, 57
candidates were found valid after
scrutiny.

This includes 17 in 2-Guma
(Open), 11 in 3-Srirampur (Open),
10 in 4-Jamduar (ST), 10 in 5-So-
raibil (ST), and 9 in 6-Kachugaon
(ST).

However, one nomination from
the 2-Guma (Open) constituency
was rejected due to defects in the
electoral roll entries of the pro-
poser. As neither the candidate nor
his (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Director reviews
veterinary services
in Karhi Anglong

Y

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Sept 5: VP Singh, Direc-
tor of Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, Statistics Division, Gov-
ernment of India, concluded a
three-day review visit to the three
Aspirational Blocks of Karbi Ang-
long—Samelangso, Nilip, and
Rongmongve—from September 2
to 4.

During the visit, the Director
was accompanied by senior state
officials and was received by Dr
Kamal Kanti Das, District AH &
Veterinary Officer; Dr Hongbari
Engtipi, Sub-Divisional Veterinary
Officer (SDVO); and his team.

Singh carried out detailed re-
views of Key Performance Indica-
tors (KPI) in each block, including
vaccination coverage, artificial in-
semination (AI) services, fodder
development, and the functioning
of Mobile Veterinary Units
(MVU). He interacted directly
with Block Veterinary Officers,
field staff, (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Assam emerges among top performers
in State Energy Efficiency Index

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 5: Assam has
secured a place among the top-per-
forming states in the State Energy
Efficiency Index 2024, with Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
hailing the achievement as a testa-
ment to the government’s effective
policies and commitment to sus-
tainable growth.

Taking to X, the Chief Minister
wrote: “Assam shines bright in the
recent State Energy Efficiency
Index 2024! Leading the nation
with effective policies and rising
energy efficiency, Assam sets the
gold standard for sustainable
growth through effectively imple-
menting policies and ensuring
those are implemented.”

The index, compiled annually to
evaluate states’ progress in promot-
ing energy efficiency, has ranked
Assam among the best performers
in the category of states consuming
between 1-5 Million Tonnes of Oil
Equivalent (MTOE) of energy.

This recognition, officials said,
highlights Assam’s strides in bal-
ancing economic development
with environmental responsibility.

According to the government,
Assam’s performance stems from

a series of proactive measures
aimed at reducing energy con-
sumption, promoting renewable
sources, and ensuring compliance
with national energy standards. In
particular, policy interventions in
the power sector, building effi-
ciency, and transport have con-
tributed to significant
improvements in the state’s overall
energy management framework.

“This is not just an achievement
for Assam but also a validation of
our long-term vision of sustainable
growth. Our policies are designed
not only to meet today’s needs but
to secure a cleaner and greener to-
morrow,” a senior official in the
energy department said.

The Chief Minister, who has re-
peatedly underscored the impor-
tance of energy efficiency in
Assam’s development agenda, said
the recognition would further en-
courage the state to strengthen its
sustainability drive.

The State Energy Efficiency
Index, prepared by the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency in collaboration
with NITI Aayog and other stake-
holders, assesses states and Union
Territories on multiple indicators
across sectors(CONTD. ON PAGE-
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Sensex, Nifty close unchanged after
2-day rally; auto, oil shares shine

MUMBAI, Sept 5: Benchmark
stock indices Sensex and Nifty
closed unchanged after a volatile
session on Friday as gains in oil &
gas and auto shares were offset by
losses in IT and FMCG shares.

After a volatile trade, the 30-
share BSE Sensex closed lower by
7.25 points or 0.01 per cent at
80,710.76 with 14 of its compo-
nents ending with gains and 16
with losses.

In a see-saw trade, the barome-
ter opened higher but slipped into
the red in late morning deals. It hit
alow 0f 80,321.19 in the afternoon
session before paring losses in the
pre-close session. The index gy-
rated 715.37 points between the
day’s high and low.

The 50-share NSE Nifty eked
out gains of 6.70 points or 0.03 per
cent to close at 24,741.

Among Sensex firms, Mahindra
& Mahindra climbed 2.34 per cent,
followed by Maruti which climbed
1.70 per cent. Power Grid, Re-
liance Industries, Bharti Airtel and
Eternal also were also among the

gainers.
However, ITC, HCL Tech, Tata
Consultancy  Services, Tech

Mabhindra and Infosys were among
the laggards.

“Indian equities ended flat
today, but sentiment stayed mildly
positive as key indices rebounded

Alia Bhatt named
global brand
ambassador for Levi's

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 5: Levi’s has
announced that Bollywood actor
Alia Bhatt has joined the brand as
its new Global Brand Ambassador.
According to an official statement,
the collaboration aims to mark a
new era of fit and fashion, with
Levi’s highlighting the growing pop-
ularity of relaxed fits, wide legs and
looser silhouettes in women’s fash-
ion. The brand said it seeks to
strengthen its connection with a
new generation of consumers
while staying rooted in denim’s
timeless appeal.

“Alia Bhatt’s influence tran-
scends film and fashion, she
shapes conversations,” said Hiren
Gor, managing director, South
Asia-Middle East and Africa, Levi
Strauss & Co.

“As we grow our women'’s port-
folio and lead the shift towards ex-
pressive, style-led, comfort-first
fits, Alia brings cultural credibility
and style authority. Together, we’re
reinforcing Levi’s® as the most
relevant and desirable denim
brand,” he said.

Bhatt said she was excited to
represent Levi’s® globally, adding
that denim is not only personal but
also connects people across coun-
tries and generations.

The company said Levi’s® will
continue to innovate with new
styles and fits while maintaining its
legacy of timeless denim.

realme launches 15T
smartphone in India

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 5: Smart-
phone brand realme has launched
its latest device, the realme 15T, in
India, featuring a dual SOMP Al
camera setup on both front and
rear, a 7000mAh Titan Battery, and
a slim 7.79mm design.

According to an official state-
ment, the realme 15T is powered
by the MediaTek Dimensity 6400
Max 5G chipset and comes with a
4000nit 4R Comfort+ AMOLED
display, offering what the company
claims is the brightest screen in its
segment.

It also includes IP66/68/69 water
resistance, a 6050mm? AirFlow
VC cooling system, and pro-grade
Al imaging features.

The phone will be available in
three  storage  variants —
8GB+128GB at 318,999,
8GB+256GB at 20,999, and
12GB+256GB at 322,999.

Pre-bookings opened on Sep-
tember 2 and will continue till Sep-
tember 5, with sales scheduled
between September 6 and 8.

The realme 15T comes in three
colour options: Suit Titanium, Silk
Blue, and Flowing Silver.

NAME CHANGE

I have Changed my name from
Ruksana Begum Nasir to
Ruksana Begum by swearing a
notarial affidavit at Srimanta
Sankardevnagar Hojai
(Assam)

NAME CHANGE

I'have Changed my name from
Mohammad Kudarat Ullah to
Kudarat Ulla Sheikh by swear-
ing a notarial affidavit at Sri-
manta Sankardevnagar
Hojai(Assam)

from intra-day lows on buying at
support levels. The auto sector
continued to extend gains on ex-
pectations of a demand revival.

“Global cues also lent support,
with US and Asian markets trading
higher ahead of the US jobs report,
a key trigger for Fed rate cut ex-
pectations,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Investments Lim-
ited, said.

BSE smallcap gauge went up by
0.09 per cent, while midcap index
dipped 0.10 per cent.

BSE Focused IT dropped the
most by 1.44 per cent, followed by
IT (1.25 per cent), FMCG (1.22
per cent), realty (1.07 per cent),
teck (0.70 per cent) and services

(0.60 per cent).

Among BSE sectoral indices,
auto jumped 1.30 per cent and
telecommunication climbed 0.96
per cent. Metal (0.71 per cent),
consumer discretionary (0.60 per
cent) and energy (0.20 per cent)
also advanced.

“Markets traded in a narrow
range and ended nearly flat on Fri-
day. After a positive start, the Nifty
slipped in the first half, weighed
down by weakness in IT majors;
however, resilience in select
heavyweights supported a recov-
ery as the session progressed.

“Sector-wise, auto stocks out-
performed, rising over 1 per cent
on optimism following reduced

GST rates for vehicles,” Ajit
Mishra — SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said.

He further added that despite op-
timism around policy reforms and
supportive domestic factors, mar-
kets appear to be entering a consol-
idation phase, given lingering tariff
concerns and persistent foreign in-
stitutional outflows. On the weekly
front, the BSE benchmark jumped
901.11 points or 1.12 per cent, and
the Nifty climbed 314.15 points or
1.28 per cent.

In Asian markets, South Korea’s
Kospi, Japan’s Nikkei 225 index,
Shanghai’s SSE Composite index
and Hong Kong’s Hang Seng set-
tled in positive territory.

Markets in Europe were trading
on firm note. US markets ended
higher on Thursday.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities worth I
106.34 crore on Thursday, while
Domestic Institutional Investors
(DII) bought stocks worth
2,233.09 crore, according to ex-
change data. Global oil benchmark
Brent crude dipped 0.07 per cent to
USD 66.93 a barrel.

On Thursday, the Sensex settled
150.30 points or 0.19 per cent
higher at 80,718.01, and the Nifty
ended marginally higher by 19.25
points or 0.08 per cent at
24,734.30. (PTI)

After SBI & Bol, Bank of Baroda
declares RCom, Anil Ambani as fraud

NEW DELHI, Sept 5: After State Bank of India and
Bank of India, another lender Bank of Baroda has
classified the loan account of insolvent Reliance Com-
munications as fraudulent and named its former direc-
tor, tycoon Anil Ambani, citing alleged misutilisation
of loans granted more than a decade back, according

to a regulatory filing.

RCom said it has received a letter from BoB dated
September 2 conveying its decision to classify the
loan account of the company and promoter Anil Am-

bani as “fraud”.

Bank of Baroda had sanctioned X 1,600 crore and
another X 862.50 crore in line of credit to the com-
pany. Of the total X 2,462.50 crore, %1,656.07 crore re-
mains outstanding as on August 28, according to the
lenders’ letter disclosed by RCom in the regulatory filing.
“The account was classified as non-performing asset
(NPA) with effect from June 5, 2017, the letter said.

While RCom is undergoing corporate insolvency
resolution proceedings to find a suitor to take over the
company and clear its liabilities, BoB in the letter said
currently there is no active resolution plan that is ap-
proved by the NCLT. It went on to state that the dec-
laration of fraud is based on findings/observations in
forensic audit reports and “such classification is in line
with the principles of natural justice”. In a statement, a
spokesperson of Ambani said the action of Bank of Bar-
oda pertains to matters dating back more than 12 years.

“It is pertinent to note that Anil D Ambani served
as a non-executive director on the board of RCom

from inception in 2006 until his resignation from the
board in 2019, over six years ago,” it said.

“He was never an executive director or a KMP of
the company, and had no role whatsoever in the day-
to-day operations or decision-making of the com-
pany,” it said. Stating that RCom had a lender

consortium comprising 14 banks, it said, “after an in-

ordinate lapse of more than 10 years, select lenders
have now chosen to initiate proceedings in a staggered
and selective manner targeting Mr Ambani”.

It went on to state that RCom is under the supervi-

sion of a committee of creditors led by SBI and over-
seen by a resolution professional.

“The committee of creditors led by SBI had unani-
mously approved the resolution plan of the successful
resolution applicant in March 2020. The matter re-
mains sub judice, pending before the NCLT and other
judicial forms, including the Supreme Court, for the
past six years and the lenders have not taken steps to
complete the resolution process,” it said.

Ambani, the statement said, “Categorically denies
all allegations and charges and shall pursue remedies
available to him in accordance with legal advice.”

Previously, State Bank of India (SBI) and Bank of
India (Bol) had given similar tags to RCom and Am-
bani. Under banking laws, once an account is declared
fraudulent, it must be referred to enforcement agencies
for criminal action, and the borrower is barred from
accessing fresh finance from banks and regulated in-
stitutions for five years. (PTI)

Maruti Suzuki launches all-new
SUV “VICTORIS’ in India

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 5: Maruti
Suzuki India Limited (MSIL) has
launched its latest SUV, the VIC-
TORIS, positioning it as a new
benchmark in the segment with ad-
vanced technology, versatile pow-
ertrains, and enhanced safety
features.

According to an official state-
ment, the VICTORIS will be avail-
able in petrol with strong hybrid,
ALLGRIP Select (4x4), and eco-
friendly S-CNG variants featuring
a segment-first underbody tank de-
sign.

Bookings for the SUV opened
on Thursday at 311,000.

Hisashi Takeuchi, Managing Di-
rector & CEO, MSIL, said the new

model was designed to meet the
aspirations of India’s tech-savvy
and environmentally conscious
youth.

“VICTORIS with its high tech-
nology, sleek design, intelligent
and connected features, 5-star level
safety and multiple environment-
friendly powertrains will win
hearts in India,” he said.

Partho Banerjee, Senior Execu-
tive Officer, Marketing & Sales,
MSIL, said the SUV was crafted to
match the lifestyle of young buyers
who view automobiles as an exten-
sion of their identity.

The VICTORIS comes
equipped with a fully digital 26.03
cm instrument cluster, 25.65 cm
SmartPlay Pro X infotainment sys-

tem with wireless Apple CarPlay
and Android Auto, Dolby Atmos-
powered premium sound, and 64-
colour ambient lighting.

For safety, it offers six airbags as
standard, Level-2 ADAS features,
electronic stability program, tyre
pressure monitoring, 360-degree
camera, and all-wheel disc brakes.

Design highlights include LED
projector headlamps, connected
LED tail lamps, aero-cut alloy
wheels, dual-tone interiors, a
panoramic sunroof, and a chiselled
exterior profile.

Powertrain options range from a
1.5L strong hybrid with EV mode
and e-CVT, to ALLGRIP Select
4x4 with multi-terrain modes, and
factory-fitted S-CNG technology.

Vedanta beats Adani Group with
<17,000 cr bid to acquire JAL

NEW DELHI, Sept 5: Mining
conglomerate Vedanta on Friday
beat Gautam Adani’s Group to
make a winning bid for the acqui-
sition of debt-ridden Jaiprakash As-
sociates (JAL) for X 17,000 crore,

according to sources.

The bid value translates into
Jaiprakash Associates’ net present
value of 12,505 crore.

JAL, which has interests in real
estate, cement, power, hotels and

in the year 2018-2021.

sistant Professor).

Sarmen Teron of Ronghingchong, PWD Colony, Near Pirbi Market
Diphu, has got his M.Sc. in Chemistry from Gauhati University,
Guwahati, Department of Chemistry in 2021-2023. Earlier he got his
B.Sc. degree in Chemistry from Diphu Government College, Diphu

He is the son of Lt. Kangbura Teron and Ba-ik Killingpi. Sarmen
Teron passed his higher secondary and matriculation from JNV,
Diphu in 2018 and 2016 respectively.

His professional experience: 1 year experience in teaching. He cur-
rently teaches at Sing Kiri Senior Secondary School, Diphu. Sarmen
Teron also teaches Chemistry at ACE Coaching Academy.

Certifications & Achievements: Qualified GATE 2025 in Chem-
istry. Qualified CSIR-UGC NET 2025 in Chemical Science (JRF, As-

roads, has been dragged into insol-
vency proceedings after it defaulted
on payment of loans.

Lenders of JAL conducted a
challenge process for the sale of the
company under the IBC.

Multiple bidders participated in
the process, but in the end, firm
bids were placed by only two enti-
ties, Adani and Vedanta Group.

Vedanta eventually made a win-
ning bid of X 17,000 crore, which
translated into a NPV (net present
value) of X 12,505 crore, beating
Adani Group, sources said.

The Committee of Creditors
(CoC) meeting was held on Sep-
tember 5 to conduct the challenge
process.

Financial creditors have claimed
a staggering X 57,185 crore in un-
paid dues.

The National Asset Reconstruc-
tion Company Ltd (NARCL) leads
the list of claimants after acquiring
the stressed JAL loans from a con-
sortium of lenders headed by the
State Bank of India.

In April this year, as many as 25
companies showed interest in ac-
quiring JAL. (PTI)

Prohibitory order imposed

any noise producing instruments, unauthorised movement of vehicles or individuals without prior approval,
and construction or any potentially disruptive activities that can impede security or cause disturbances have
been banned by the order.

The order would be in place for the next two months, and any person contravening it would be punishable
under relevant section of the BNSS.

Any person aggrieved with the order can file their written objection before the DCP (Central) for cancellation/
modification of the ex-parte order, it added. (PTI)

‘Directive carries no

Gogoi to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on 20 April 2012, requesting Indian citizenship for Hindus facing
religious persecution in Bangladesh.

He also recalled that the very next day, the then Assam Pradesh Congress Committee President, late Anjan
Dutta, had announced in a press conference alongside Ripun Bora that APCC would urge the AICC to support
such a proposal.

Clarifying misconceptions surrounding the Immigrant Foreigners [Relief] 2025 Proclamation, Mahanta said
that contrary to opposition claims, the directive had not extended the cut-off date for applications from 31 De-
cember 2014 to 31 December 2024.

Instead, the notification simply permitted, with official recognition, persons from six religions—Hindu, Sikh,
Buddhist, Jain, Parsi, and Christian—coming from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan to legally reside in
India. He stressed that the directive carried no adverse impact on the demography of Assam.

Mahanta urged the people of Assam not to be misled by what he termed as “anti-national activities of Congress
and opposition parties.”

Instead, he appealed for public support to strengthen the Bharatiya Janata Party’s efforts in building a developed

and progressive Assam.
49 candidates 1n fray

authorised representative was present to clarify, the nomination paper was declared invalid.
The last date for withdrawal of nominations in all constituencies is September 6. Polling will be held on Sep-
tember 22, and counting will take place on September 26.

Director reviews veterinary

Pashusakhis, and farmers to assess the on-ground implementation of central schemes such as the Livestock
Health and Disease Control Programme (LHDCP), which covers CSF (pig), PPR (goat), FMD (cattle), and
Brucella (female calves 4 and 8 months) vaccinations, and the Rashtriya Gokul Mission, which promotes breed
improvement through Al using conventional and sex-sorted semen.

The Director commended the efforts of the district department and offered recommendations, which include
enhancing awareness and reach of MVU and Al services, ensuring complete vaccination coverage in interior
villages, creating more fodder plots, and improving convergence with other block-level departments.

He also emphasized the need for media coverage to increase farmer awareness of the Aspirational Blocks
Programme.

The District AH & Veterinary Department, Karbi Anglong, expressed commitment to implementing these
recommendations and highlighted the need for additional infrastructure, manpower, diagnostic facilities, and
training institutes to further improve veterinary services in the Aspirational Blocks.

Centre to keep vigil

decisions are not guided by elections and recalled an incident of Prime Minister Narendra Modi pulling him
up for suggesting that an investment project in a poll-bound state, which Goyal was to announce, will benefit
the BJP.

Modi asked him not to make the announcement till the polls, he said, adding that the BJP anyway won and
the project was announced later. He did not name the state.

The politically crucial state of Bihar is due for assembly polls in a few weeks.

Goyal praised the rationalisation as historic and extensive reforms, which will reduce the prices of almost
every product used by all sections of society and benefit every sector of industry.

He said every product under the Modi government has less tax than it did during the Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment, when consumers and industry were burdened with a bevy of complex tax regimes and corruption al-
legedly flourished.

It is probably for the first time since Independence that such a sweeping reform in indirect taxation was ef-
fected, he said.

Goyal asserted that India lacked the current economic strength in 2014, the year Modi took over, ending 10
years of the UPA rule, as the preceding government took no “transformational” step and was plagued by “cor-
ruption”. It was full of promises but took no action, he said.

He said finance ministers of the Congress government spoke of bringing in the GST, but states did not trust
it and did not have confidence that the Centre would compensate them for any revenue loss caused by the single
taxation regime.

Modi made it clear that his government will compensate them not only for any loss but also for any shortfall
from 14 per cent annual growth in their revenue collection from the GST for five years, the Commerce and In-
dustry Minister said.

He added that the government continued to simplify the tax regime to the benefit of consumers and industry
since its rollout in 2017 and accused opposition parties of misleading people by levelling baseless allegations
over the issue.

The latest round of reforms will have a multiplier effect on the economy as it will boost demand and spur
growth, making up for the revenue shortfall expected from the rate reduction, he said. (PTI)

Teachers’ Day celebrated

The CEM stated that KAAC is committed to providing good educational infrastructure in both towns and
villages, ensuring access to well-equipped schools, modern classrooms, digital tools and qualified teachers.

Calling upon students to honour their teachers, he said, “The true way to honour your teachers is not only by
offering flowers or greetings, but by living the values they instill in you—discipline, honesty, and hard work.
Carry forward their teachings and make them proud.”

He further urged everyone to move ahead with the vision of an empowered education system, where teachers
feel respected, students feel inspired, and society feels uplifted.

On the occasion, the Department of School Education, KAAC felicitated Sarthe Phangcho, Headmaster, Tari
Adong English LP School; Birendra Teron, Headmaster, Lumbajong Ove Chingthur ME School; Bidya Ram
Singnar, Headmaster, Howraghat Govt. ME School; and Jogat Mout, Headmaster, Sukhanjan ME School for
their academic performance.

Teachers from high schools and higher secondary schools were also felicitated.

They include Kakrai Teronpi, Principal, DIET Diphu, for performance in academics; Dhan Bahadur Tamang,
Headmaster, Rangsina English Medium High School, for continuous three years of Gunotsav Grade-A and
above 95% in HSLC; Phani Dhar Deka, Principal, Bokajan HS School, for outstanding performance in HS and
HSLC examinations and Gunotsav; Nirmal Chetry, Principal (i/c), Diphu Govt Girls HS School, for two con-
secutive years of 100% results in HSLC and HS examinations and outstanding performance in Gunotsav; and
Debarson Engleng, Principal, Hemphu Lokhimon HS School, for 100% results in HS and HSLC examinations
continuously for three years.

Seventeen LP teachers and five ME teachers under Lumbajong Education Block who retired from service
were also felicitated for their contribution to education.

The programme was attended by KAAC Chairman Raju Tisso, Deputy Chairman Avijit Kro, and KAAC
Executive Members Kache Rongpipi, Richard Tokbi, and Mongolsing Timung.

Earlier, the welcome address was delivered by Inspector of Schools, Karbi Anglong District Circle, Birensing
Engti, who recalled the life and contributions of Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.

Modi govt has always

Centre to control inflation and maintain lower interest rates have helped stabilise household budgets and
spur economic activity.

“The vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been to ensure that the benefits of development reach
every section of society, particularly the poor and middle class. The results are visible across sectors — from
healthcare and housing to tax reforms and inflation control,” Sarma said in his post.

The Chief Minister has frequently echoed his support for the Modi government’s welfare policies, insisting
that such reforms have a direct impact on people’s lives and reflect the Centre’s pro-people governance model.

No reduction in overall

the gathering, Sonowal said India’s maritime sector is witnessing unprecedented progress.

Projects being launched will generate thousands of direct and indirect jobs in Tamil Nadu, boost trade, and
attract global investments, positioning the state as a key contributor to India’s target of a USD 5 trillion economy
by 2027 and a USD 1 trillion economy from Tamil Nadu alone by 2030.

Sonowal further highlighted that the VOC Port is set to become India’s Green Hydrogen and Ammonia hub
with renewable energy and green bunkering.

The minister also expressed satisfaction over the capacity augmentation projects being carried out at the port.

He also laid the foundation stone for the Pilot Green Methanol Bunkering and Refuelling Facility, at a total
cost of Rs 35.34 crore, with a capacity of 750 m3. This project supports the use of alternative fuels and aligns
with the planned Coastal Green Shipping Corridor between Kandla and Tuticorin. (PTI)

e o ,

Assamese film ‘Goodbye Guruji

Tuhin Kashyap, who is also the associate director. The film’s visual aesthetic has been shaped by director of
photography Asutosh Kashyap and art director Arup Dutta.

Music has been composed by Tarali Sarma, with editing by Rantu Chetia, Prithul Kumar as producer and
Vivek Agarwal of Cinecraft Productions as co-producer, the statement said. (PTI)

Assam emerges among

such as power distribution, transport, buildings, industry, and agriculture. By emerging as one of the leading
states, Assam has “set a benchmark” in ensuring that economic progress goes hand in hand with responsible
energy use, the government noted.

—®—
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Inmates’ testimony prompts FIR on
drug traffcklg at Dhubrl District Jail

HT Correspondent

DHUBRI, Sept 5: In a sensational revela-
tion that has shaken the law enforcement and
judicial circles of Dhubri, allegations of
rampant drug trafficking inside Dhubri Dis-
trict Jail have surfaced in open court. The
shocking disclosure prompted the filing of a
formal First Information Report (FIR) by
none other than Additional Public Prosecu-
tor, Dinesh Choudhury.

A sensational revelation has come to light
through an FIR filed on September 4, 2025,
by Choudhury in connection with an ongo-
ing trial at the court of the Hon’ble Special
Judge (Addl.), Dhubri. According to the
FIR, while proceedings in Special Case No.
337/2023 were being conducted, the accused
prisoners—identified as Akkas Ali and Mo-
hibul Ali—along with another accused,
Shahjalal Sheikh (linked to Special Case No.
573/2024), made startling statements in open
court.

The accused persons reportedly declared
before the judge that regular drug trafficking
activities are taking place inside the jail
premises. Their claims, made in full view of
the court, have sparked serious concerns
over prison security and possible lapses in
the monitoring of illegal activities within the
correctional facility.

The revelation, coming directly from un-

DlSTR!CT JAIL DQURPI

dertrlal prisoners during judICIal proceed-
ings, has raised questions on the functioning
of jail administration and the alleged nexus
between inmates and external handlers. Au-
thorities are expected to initiate a detailed in-
quiry into the claims made, given the gravity
of the allegations.

The matter has now put the spotlight on
prison management in Dhubri, with calls
likely to grow for an independent investiga-
tion to verify the claims and identify those

responS|bIe |f such traf'flckmg is indeed tak-
ing place

The accused further alleged that inmates
are openly consuming drugs within the jail,
and that during a recent sudden inspection,
a large quantity of ganja and tablets was re-
covered. Startlingly, despite these recover-
ies, no action was reportedly taken against
those responsible.

The FIR also records that empty vials and
tablet strips were seized by police personnel

posted inside the jail, identified as Abdul
Rauf and Nurul. However, questions have
now been raised about why these serious re-
coveries were never followed up with proper
criminal proceedings.

Even more disturbingly, the accused
named in court suggested the direct in-
volvement of alleged district jail officials
in the drug supply network. Following the
order dated 04/09/2025 passed by Special
Judge (Addl.) Dhubri, Public Prosecutor
Choudhury, in his complaint, has urged
the Officer-in-Charge of Dhubri Sadar Po-
lice Station to register a case under appro-
priate sections of law against all those
involved in the trafficking racket operating
within the jail.

This development has cast a harsh spot-
light on the alleged nexus between jail staff
and drug peddlers, raising concerns over
how narcotics could flow so freely within a
high-security facility meant to reform, not
corrupt, prisoners.

The FIR is expected to trigger a high-level
probe and immediate action. As the revela-
tions continue to unfold, Dhubri District Jail
finds itself at the center of one of the gravest
scandals in recent memory—an alleged drug
trade thriving behind prison walls, under the
very nose of the system sworn to uphold jus-
tice.

Karbi Anglong
Police bust Inter-
State child
trafficking racket

HT Bureau

DIPHU, Sept 5: Karbi Anglong
police achieved a major break-
through on an enter-state child and
human trafficking gang. Announc-
ing the successful operation
against child trafficking in which
children were rescued and two
were arrested the SP, Karbi Ang-
long, Sanjib Kumar Saikia said
that further investigation will con-
tinue.

In a press conference here in the
evening in the SP Office, the SP,
Karbi Anglong, Sanjib Kumar
Saikia said, “We got an informa-
tion on the 17th that an enter state
child trafficking gang is operating
in Karbi Anglong and accordingly
a team was constituted under the
leadership of Dy SP, Jubin Borah.
A preliminary investigation was
conducted in which several in-
volved were identified. We accord-
ingly sent a team to Delhi.”

He further said, “We were suc-
cessful in rescuing a mother and
her daughter from Delhi and Ra-
jasthan. We arrested two involved
in this connection. They are Meena
Ingheepi alias Meena Yadav and
Sanjay Lohar. On further investi-
gation three more children were
rescued. One belongs to Golaghat
and the other two are from Ben-
galuru. One of the children was
sold for Rs. 30,000/- three years
back. The mother was sold for Rs,
1 lakh in Rajasthan. Further inves-
tigation will continue if any leads
come in accordance with the ar-
rest.”

Dima Hasao celebrates Teachers

HT Correspondent
HAFLONG, Sept 5 : Along with
the rest of the nation, the 64th
Teachers’Day was celebrated with
great enthusiasm at the Cultural
Institute Hall,Haflong.

The programme was graced by
Debolal Gorlosa, Chief Executive
Member (CEM) of the North
Cachar Hills Autonomous Council
(NCHAC), as the Chief Guest.
Nandita Gorlosa, Minister for
Sports & Youth Welfare, Govern-
ment of Assam, also attended as a
distinguished guest.

The event witnessed the pres-
ence of several eminent digni-

taries, including Donpainon
Thaosen, Executive Member,
NCHAC; Rupali Langthasa

MAC,NCHAC Partha Jahari,
Principal Secretary NCHAC.The
celebration commenced with the
ceremonial lighting of the lamp
and floral tributes to Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, the second Presi-
dent of India,an eminent philoso-
pher, and a revered educationist.

Thadou

HT Bureau

DIPHU, Sept 5: The Thadou Inpi
Assam (TIA), along with the
Thadou Women’s Association,
Thadou Literature Society, and
Thadou Students’ Association in
their joint press statement have, ex-
presses their deepest anguish over
the alleged killing of Nehkam
Jomhao by cadres of Kuki Suspen-
sion of Operation (SoO) militant
groups (KRA, UKDA, KLA) on the
night of August 30 last at Manja in
Karbi Anglong.

While the mortal remains of
Jomhao have been recovered, the
Thadou community has resolved to

Apicondemns ki

In his keynote address, CEM
Gorlosa  acknowledged  the
progress made in the education
sector in Dima Hasao while em-
phasising that much work remains
to be done. He lauded the teaching
community for their selfless dedi-
cation tonation-building and urged
their continued cooperation in de-
livering quality education, espe-
cially to the remotest corners of
the district.“The education system
has improved manifold compared
to earlier years, yet we havemiles
to go. We must work together to
ensure that every child in Dima
Hasao has access to quality educa-
tion,” he stated.He called upon
school management committees to
address the issue of student
dropouts with urgency and to en-
courage greater enrolment in gov-
ernment schools. He further
announced that four Eklavya
Model Residential Schools will
soon become operational in Dima
Hasao, marking a significant boost
to the district’s educationa linfra-

withhold acceptance and final rites
as a mark of peaceful protest until
justice is delivered.

A memorandum with demands
has been submitted to the Chief
Minister of Assam Himanta Biswa
Sarma; the Chief Executive Mem-
bers of Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council and NC Hills Autonomous
Council; the Union Home Secre-
tary, Government of India; the Chief
Secretary and Director General of
Police, Government of Assam; the
Advisor (NE), Ministry of Home
Affairs; and the Deputy Commis-
sioners and Senior Superintendents
of Police of Karbi Anglong and

g of Nehkam Jomfao, demands CB

structure.Assam Minister Nandita
Gorlosa, in her address, com-
mended the teaching fraternity and
underscored the immense contri-
bution of teachers to nation-build-
ing. She encouraged students
toconsider sports as a viable career
path and noted that the Govern-
ment isexamining the introduction
of sports as a formal subject in
school curricula.

She further informed that the
Government of India is actively
pursuing the bidto host the 2036
Olympic Games and urged stu-
dents to seize the opportunity this-
presents. In this context, she
observed that if young sports en-
thusiasts aresystematically nur-
tured from now, Dima Hasao has
strong potential to produceout-
standing athletes in the years
ahead.ExecutiveMember  Don-
painon Thaosen described teach-
ers as “beacons of guidance”
whose influence extends far be-
yond the classroom. “Students’
minds are like blankpages, and it

Drobe

Dima Hasao. The organisations de-
mand immediate transfer of the case
to the National Investigation Agency
to probe systematic persecution and
militant links with Manipur violence;
protection of Thadou Identity — Gov-
ernment must safeguard Thadou
rights against forced “Kuki” iden-
tity and facilitate a Kuki—-Thadou
Memorandum of Understanding
under Assam Govt. supervision and
with Gol’s knowledge; to end the
So0 with KRA, UKDA, KLA by
the government and flush out Ma-
nipur-based militants from Karbi
Anglong soil and relocate militant
camps outside sensitive areas.

CEM Tuliram Ronghang holds meeting for pump water projects in Karbi Anglong

HT Bureau

DIPHU, Sept 5: Chief Executive Member (CEM) of
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council, Tuliram Rong-
hang convened a meeting at the CEM Block Confer-
ence Hall to deliberate on setting up of pump water
projects in Karbi Anglong and West Karbi Anglong
districts. After the meeting the CEM, Ronghang,
KAAC officials, and representatives of Adani Group,
Hinduja Group, and Green Co. agreed to go forward
with mutual understanding. KAAC has given its ap-
proval, and the companies may begin work at the iden-
tified sites of Lahorijan, Rongpangbong, Ulukunchi,
and Umlapher. The Council further directed that a

comprehensive survey be undertaken within 10 days
from September 6. Local MACs were instructed to ac-
company the survey teams and take responsibility
within their jurisdictions. It was also resolved that the
allotted lands fall under KAAC jurisdiction and rev-
enue would be realised through lease arrangements.

The meeting was attended by Deputy Chairman of
KAAC, Abhijit Kro; MLAs Bidyasing Engleng and
Dorsing Ronghang; EMs Richard Tokbi,
Terangpi and Kache Rongpipi; Principal Secretary,
Secretaries, officials of APDCL, and senior officials of
the Forest, Land and Revenue, and Water Resources
Departments, among other dignitaries.

Kadom

is the teacher’s role to inscribe
them with the best of knowledge,
values, and life skills,” he re-
marked, underscoring the transfor-
mative power of education.Aspart
of the celebration, several teachers
were honoured with the ‘Best-
Teacher’ award across cate-
gories—Lower Primary, Middle
Elementary, High School, and
Higher Secondary—for their ex-
emplary service and
dedication.Schools that achieved
A+ and A grades with a 100% pass
rate in the recentacademic year
were also felicitated for their out-
standing performance.Inaddition,
retired teachers from the previous
year were recognised fortheir life-
long contribution to education
and were presented with certifi-
catesof appreciation.The event
concluded with Speech & cul-
tural performances and heart felt
expressions of gratitude to the
teaching fraternity for their un-
wavering commitment to nurtur-
ing the next generation.

Health Camp held
in Karbi Anglong

HT Bureau

DIPHU, Sept 5: A preparatory
meeting for the upcoming Mega
Health Camp (MHC) was con-
vened today at the Conference Hall
of the new Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council Secretariat. Of-
ficials  from  various line
departments took part in the dis-
cussion and finalized necessary
arrangements for the smooth con-
duct of the camp.

The Mega Health Camp for
Karbi Anglong is scheduled for
September 18, 2025, while West
Karbi Anglong will host its camp
on October 7, 2025. These camps
are designed to provide compre-
hensive healthcare services to the
people, including specialist consul-
tations, diagnostics, and treatment
facilities under one roof.

Speaking at the meeting, the
District Commissioner emphasized
the importance of the initiative,
stating, “The Mega Health Camp is
a significant step to ensure that
quality healthcare reaches every
citizen, especially those in remote
areas. Active participation from all
departments is essential to make
this effort a success.”

TEACHER’S DAY

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Sept 5: Along with
the rest of the country, several
educational as well as other civic
bodies of Nagaon celebrated
separately the teacher’s day.

Nagaon GNDG Commerce
College celebrated Teacher’s
day today to commemorate the
birth anniversary of former Pres-
ident of India, Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan.

The programme was organ-
ized by the College Students’
Union with active participation
from the students. The celebra-
tion began with the lighting of
the ceremonial lamp in front of
Dr Radhakrishnan’s portrait by
the Principal, Dr Mriganka
Saikia. Following the lightning
of the lamp at the portrait of Dr
Radhakrishnan, students frater-
nity felicitated all the faculty
members of the college in recog-
nition of their dedication and
service.

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Sept 5: NTPC

Bongaigaon, Salakati 5th Sep-
tember 2025: Teachers’ Day was
celebrated with enthusiasm at
Notre Dame Academy, Salakati
at the EWA Campus, and Ankur
Tiny Tots,NTPC Bongaigaon
with tributes paid to Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, the
eminent philosopher, teacher, and
former President of India, whose
birth anniversary is observed na-
tionwide as Teachers’ Day.

At the EWA Campus, Principal
of Notre Dame Academy, Sister
Manju, along with the teachers,
led the celebrations. Students
showcased cultural performances
expressing their gratitude and ad-
miration towards their mentors.
Teachers were felicitated with to-
kens of appreciation by Shri
Anurag Gupta, General Manager
(O&M), NTPC Bongaigaon, and
Smt. Kasturi Maitra, President,
Bardwi Shikla Ladies
Club,NTPC Bongaigaon.

Addressing the gathering, Shri
Gupta emphasized the crucial
role teachers play in shaping a
value-based society. Earlier, Shri
Amit K. Asthana, Head of HR,
NTPC Bongaigaon, spoke about

Nagaon GNDG Commerce
College celebrates Sept 5

Addressing the gathering, Dr
Saikia highlighted the signifi-
cance of the day and emphasized
the invaluable role of teachers in
shaping young minds and contri-
bution to nation-building. The
event concluded with a colourful
cultural programme presented
by the students.

Apart from these, the students
of the M Com. and B B A de-
partments  also  organized
Teacher’s day celebrations in
their respective classrooms,
where they felicitated the Prin-
cipal along with their respective
faculty members.

Nagaon Lions Club also cele-
brated Teachers’ day today with
great enthusiasm and respect.
Jiten Agarwala, the president of
Nagaon Lions Club, inaugurated
the celebration by lighting a
lamp and paying floral tributes
to the revered image of Dr
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan at the
club’s auditorium.

NTPC Bongaigaon observes
Teachers’ Day at Notre Dame
Academy and Ankur Tiny Tots

inspirational teachers across India
who have brought transformative
change through education.

At the Ankur Tiny Tots cam-
pus, floral tributes were offered to
Dr. Radhakrishnan by Smt. Kas-
turi Maitra and members of
Bardwi Shikla Ladies Club.
Teachers at Ankur Tiny Tots were
also felicitated with tokens of ap-
preciation by the dignitaries.
Speaking on the occasion, Smt.
Maitra praised the dedication of
the teachers and reiterated their
commitment to nurturing young
children into responsible citizens
of society. To mark the occasion,
fun games were organised for the
teachers at Ankur Tiny Tots,
while the students conducted a
quiz for the teachers, making the
celebrations lively and engaging.
The programme was also at-
tended by Shri Sushil Kumar,
AGM (CCD), Shri Manish
Kumar, Sr. Manager (C&I) and
parent’s representative, who
joined in appreciating the efforts
of the teachers. Children of both
schools presented colourful cul-
tural programmes, thanking their
teachers for their guidance and
contributions, making the day
memorable for all.

Assam Rifles observes teachers
day at Assam Rifles High School

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALLI, Sept 5: Assam Rifles organized Teach-

ers’ Day at Assam Rifles High School, Lokra today. The event was con-
ducted to honour the contribution of teachers and to strengthen the bonds
between students and mentors. A total of 21 teachers, 264 students, and
seven staff members participated in the programme along with Assam
Rifles troops. The celebration included cultural performances, speeches
by students, and a felicitation ceremony for teachers. The event con-
cluded with refreshments, creating a joyful atmosphere and reinforcing
the spirit of respect and gratitude towards teachers.

Dibrugarh administration
celebrates the 64 Teachers’ Day

HT Correspondent

DIBRUGARH, Sept 5: The 64th Teachers' Day was celebrated cen-
trally at Dibrugarh District Library Hall today on the occasion of the
birth anniversary of eminent philosopher, educationist and politician
Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. The programme began with a lantern
lighting ceremony and laying flowers at the portrait of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan. Dr. Bhimkanta Barua, retired professor of Assamese
department, Dibrugarh University was the chief guest and keynote
speaker. Speaking as the keynote speaker, he highlighted the impor-
tance of teachers in providing human resource development for the
country and the changing education system. Speaking at the Teachers'
Day programme, District Commissioner Bikram Kairi said that teachers
have an immense responsibility in building a progressive country and
society. He said educational institutions should strive to develop every
student as a good citizen and human resource of the country.

Cancer awareness programme held Governor Acharya felicitates senior-most surviving
retired primary teacher of Assam in Jorhat

at Dirok Tea Estate In Margherita

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, Sept 5: An Oral, Breast, Cervical cancer screening
and awareness programme was held on friday at Dirok Tea Estate Hos-
pital in Margherita.

The awareness programme was organised by Indian Red Cross Society
Margherita sub district Branch in association with Hindustan Oil Explo-
ration Company Limited and supported by Assam Cancer Care Founda-
tion.

Pabitra Borgohain Secretary of Indian Red Cross Society Margherita
sub district Branch explained the objectives and highlighted the reasons,
_ symptoms and treatment
R e S o e T | methods of the rising

Fndian Bebd Eross Boriety cases of cancer, as well as
the importance of organis-
ing such awareness pro-
|grams and screening
camps to increase public
awareness.

Assam Cancer Care
Foundation actively sup-

N ported the screening
camp, with specialist doctors Dr. Mamata Upadhaya of Assam Cancer
Care Foundation, Dr. Rasmi Kakoty of Dirok Tea Estate Hospital, Dipom
Borgohain district Coordinator, Nirmali Senchowa COP nurse, Julee
Handique Palliative nurse all three from Assam Cancer Care Foundation
along with medical staffs conducting health check-ups for the tea garden
workers. The camp screened approximately three hundred tea garden
workers for oral, breast, and cervical cancer, and provided tests and treat-
ment for high blood pressure and diabetes.

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Sept 5: On the occasion of
teachers' day, Assam Governor Lakshman
Prasad Acharya felicitated Rajat Chandra
Goswami, a 94-year-old primary school teacher
who is also the oldest surviving retired primary
school teacher of the State, at his residence at
Adhar Satra, Hatigarh in Jorhat today. He also
visits Anganwadi Centre and Amrit Sarovar in
the district

Governor through an initiative namely
'Assam Governor Varishtha Shikshak Samman'
has directed all DCs to make arrangements for
honouring the oldest surviving retired primary
school teacher in their respective districts on the
occasion of Teachers' Day.

As part of the initiative, felicitating the sen-
ior most surviving retired primary teacher in
Jorhat on the occasion, the Governor said,
""Shri Goswami is not just a teacher, but a lu-
minary who has immensely contributed to ac-
ademic  landscape of the district
administration as well as the state. He said
that Shri Goswami through his teaching,
shaped countless students who are now serv-
ing the society in various capacities. The Gov-
ernor expressed his happiness for being able
to personally felicitate Shri Goswami after

visiting the latter's residence.

Reiterating the immense role played by the
teachers in general, Governor Acharya re-
marked that the dedication and commitment of
the teachers have enabled the nation witness de-
velopment while preserving and carrying for-
ward its rich intellectual legacy. He underlined
that showing respect to teachers has been an in-
tegral part of India’s heritage and rightfully a tra-

dition of the nation. The Governor moreover ,
observed that the teachers’ contributions are in-
valuable, and it is the duty of everybody to ac-

knowledge and
nation-building.
It may be mentioned that the Governor felic-
itated the nonagenarian with a citation, angavas-
tra, shawl ,garland, Xorai and Japi, Gamosa,
Fruit Basket, an umbrella and Dakshina of ¥

recognise their role in

51,000.

Later, the Governor visited the Ali Chuburi
Model Anganwadi Centre at Kakojan in Jorhat,
where he interacted with students, teachers, and
parents. Reiterating the importance of a clean
and green environment, he asked the stakehold-
ers of the Anganwadi centre to plant more trees
within the campus and encouraged the teachers
to instill students with a spirit of green aware-
ness among them.

Moreover, as part of his Gaon Mein Governor
initiative, Acharya also visited one Amrit
Sarovar at Holongparara. In his efforts of mak-
ing it one of the model Amrit Sarovars he un-
derscored the need of making an ideal centre for
environment tourism. He also reiterated that
such models should be replicated across the
State. During his visit, he interacted with mem-
bers of self-help groups, inspired them to regu-
larly listen to the Prime Minister’s Mann Ki
Baat programme and empower themselves
using the government programmes and
schemes.

The Governor inspected the facilities at the
Sarovar, including the sheds built for the people
around the pond. The Governor distributed ra-
dios and megaphones to members of self-help
groups and also planted a sapling at the site.

—®—



Page 4 SEPT 06 Ghy_Normal Pages 05-09-2025 20:40 Page 1

e

THE HiLLs TIMES

— QUOTE OF THE DAY

To improve is to change; to be perfect is to change
often. -Winston Churchill

Maratha agitation

anoj Jarange Patil-led Maratha agitation de-
Mmanding OBC status for the community has just

reached Mumbai, which brings with it fresh po-
litical worries for the BJP led Mahayuti government in
Maharashtra. Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation elec-
tion is going to be held later in 2025, in which BJP has
biggest stake, since Mumbai is the financial capital of
India, and it can’t afford to lose. Maratha community
could play a big role in this election on account of their
large population in the city. No wonder, BJP leader and
Chief Minister of Maharashtra Devendra Fadnavis has
said that Jarange’s agitation is being exploited for political
purposes. Fadnavis has made this remark after two MPs
from Shiv Sena (UBT) — Sanjay Jadhav and Nagesh Patil
Ashtikar — announced their participation in the protest.
The Opposition has come out in support of the agitation.
Not even that, Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut has
emphasized that Mumbai’s identity is that of a Marathi
stronghold. Another INDIA bloc constituent the Congress
has also supported the agitation. Maharashtra Congress
president Harshvardhan Sapkal has supported the agitation
and said that government should be serious about the
Maratha community’s demand. As for the Mahayuti, one
of'its constituent Shiv Sena leader and Deputy Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde has mysteriously said, “some matters
should remain confidential.” It was clear indication that
Shiv Sena is not going with the BJP on this issue.

All these mean that the BJP will have to deal with the
political situation arising out of the Maratha agitation
on its own. CM Fadnavis has reiterated that the state
government has already granted a separate 10 per cent
quota for the Maratha community. He has also assured
the OBC communities that their interest will be safe-
guarded. A huge rally was organized on August 29 in
Azad Maidan in Mumbai, exactly two years after the
Jarange Patil had launched his agitation on August 29,
2023. He has been demanding reservation benefits for
the Maratha community from the OBC category.
Though one day was allowed him to protest, he said he
would not return. Maratha agitation has been continu-
ing for the last two years and has finally reached Mum-
bai just before the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation election to be held soon, but the schedule
of election is yet to be announced.

During the last two years of agitation, Jarange Patil has
not been able to reach Mumbai. He had planned to reach
Mumbai in January this year but has stopped at Vashi after
the Maharashtra government had requested him to do so
on assurance of considering his demand. He had under-
taken over half a dozen hunger strikes in the last 15 years
of his agitation demanding OBC status to Maratha com-
munities. He demands that Marathas be given Kunbi caste
certiﬁcate because they are interlinked socially.

$C0 2025 and India’s three-pillar strategy:
security, Connectivity and Opportunity

Assessing India s role and achievements of the Tianjin Declaration

he Shanghai Cooperation Or-
I ganisation, which was estab-
lished in 2001, originally
came into being as a security-fo-
cused forum. For China, Russia and
Central Asian countries, the organ-
isation was a common platform for
counter-terrorism and border stabil-
ity. But over the past two decades,
the organisation has gradually taken
on a multi-dimensional form, with
issues such as security as well as
economic cooperation, connectiv-
ity, cultural exchanges and the es-
tablishment of a multipolar world
order becoming prominent. India,
which joined as an observer in 2005
and gained full membership in
2017, sees opportunities in the or-
ganisation on the one hand and
challenges on the other. The Tianjin
Summit in 2025, which also
marked the organisation’s 25th an-
niversary, was very important in
this regard.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on this occasion described India’s
relationship in terms of three pillars
— security, connectivity and oppor-
tunity. This was not just rhetoric but
a clear and balanced strategy
through which India articulated its
security concerns, sought to bal-
ance the imbalances in the organi-
sation and establish itself as a force
shaping the future. These three pil-
lars were clearly echoed in the
Tianjin Declaration, where for the
first time the India-proposed vision
of “One Earth, One Family, One
Future” was formally enshrined.

The first pillar, security, is India’s
main concern. Modi reiterated the
principle of “zero tolerance” to-
wards terrorism, rejecting double
standards. This was a clear message
to Pakistan, which presents itself as
a counter-terrorism power despite
providing sanctuary and support to
terrorist organisations. India en-
sured that the Tianjin Declaration
made clear reference to the recent
major terrorist attacks in Pakistan
and Afghanistan, including the Pul-

wama-Pahalgam attack in Kashmir.
This was a diplomatic victory for
India, as earlier declarations were
often limited to general terms. India
stressed the need for measures to
strengthen the Regional Anti-Ter-
rorism Structure (RATS), share in-

telligence,  prevent  terrorist
financing and control digital ex-
tremism. India also warned that if
Afghanistan is not addressed, the
entire region will be vulnerable to
insecurity.

The second pillar, connectivity, is
strategically and economically im-
portant for India. Central Asia is an
energy-rich and strategically impor-
tant region, but India has limited di-
rect geographical connectivity.
Modi, citing projects like the
Chabahar port and the International
North-South Transport Corridor,
said that India supports connectiv-
ity infrastructure that respects sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity.
This was an indirect criticism of
China’s Belt and Road Initiative,
especially the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor, which passes
through the Indian territory of
Gilgit-Baltistan. India made it clear
that no path for development can be
created by compromising the sov-
ereignty of any country.

LEaEARREREESRE - THIX

25-0e 3acenanne CopeTa rnas rocygapcre-yneqos LLlaHxanckoi opraHusalum coTpyaHU4ECTBa

The Tianjin Summit also saw
partial talks on India-China rela-
tions. The brief meeting between
Modi and Xi Jinping discussed bor-
der stability, visa restoration and the
possibility of reopening pilgrimage
sites like Kailash-Mansarovar. This
shows that for India, connectivity is
not limited to just physical infra-
structure, but people-to-people ties,
trade normalisation and cultural ex-
changes are equally important.

The third pillar, Opportunities,
reflects India’s visionary and cre-
ative approach. Modi said that the
SCO should not be limited to secu-
rity and geopolitics alone, but
should become a platform for inno-
vation, youth empowerment and
sustainable development. India pro-
posed strengthening the SCO
Startup Forum, cooperation on in-
clusive digital governance and re-
sponsible use of artificial
intelligence. It also advocated for
environmental sustainability, green
energy and joint efforts against cli-
mate change. Also, India suggested
setting up a “cultural dialogue plat-
form” in the SCO to highlight the
shared cultural heritage of Asian
countries. This pillar takes India be-
yond being a mere security-focused
nation and gives it the role of a cul-
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organization. There is still no co-
herent collective strategy on the sit-
uation in Afghanistan. Also, India
will have to balance with Western
forums such as the Quad and the
Indo-Pacific Initiatives while main-
taining its strategic autonomy.

In the global context, the SCO’s
relevance is growing rapidly. The
organization represents nearly half
of the world’s population and one-
fifth of the economy. At a time
when the Russia-Ukraine war, the
US-China competition, and insta-
bility in West Asia dominate inter-
national politics, the SCO

has emerged as a symbol of
DEGREE OF THOUGHT multipolarity India’s active
B

y: Dr Pnyanka Saurabh | role gives the organization a

tural and moral leader.

These initiatives of India were
clearly echoed in the Tianjin Decla-
ration. For the first time, the Decla-
ration adopted the Indian vision of
“One Earth, One Family, One Fu-
ture”. This is the same idea that
India had put forward during its
G20 presidency. The Declaration
explicitly condemned terrorist inci-
dents and agreed to establish an
SCO Development Bank, to which
China pledged to provide an initial
capital of $1.4 billion. While this
raises fears of China’s economic
dominance, it is a step towards
making the SCO a solid economic
platform. The Declaration sup-
ported multipolarity, UN reform
and greater participation of devel-
oping countries. It also included a
resolution to promote education,
culture and dialogue of civiliza-
tions, which is in line with India’s
initiative.

Despite these achievements of
India, challenges remain. Pakistan
constantly tries to raise the Kashmir
issue at international forums, al-
though it does not get the desired
success. China’s Belt and Road
project still attracts many countries,
due to which India’s dissenting po-
sition creates contradictions in the

democratic and develop-
ment-oriented dimension.

The way forward: India will have
to ensure that counter-terrorism co-
operation does not remain just on
paper but is translated into concrete
arrangements like intelligence shar-
ing and financial monitoring. Alter-
native connectivity structures like
Chabahar and the North-South
Transport Corridor will have to be
implemented soon. India’s strength
in the IT and startup sectors can
make the SCO globally relevant.
India can further strengthen its soft
power through yoga, Ayurveda, ed-
ucation and cultural exchanges. The
most important challenge will be to
maintain balanced relations with
China and Russia, so that India can
play an independent role while pro-
tecting its sovereignty.

Finally, the Tianjin Summit was
not just an anniversary of the SCO,
but also a symbol of the maturity of
India’s diplomacy. Security, con-
nectivity and opportunity — these
three pillars connect India’s na-
tional priorities and regional aspira-
tions. The inclusion of India’s
vision in the Tianjin Declaration is
a testament to this. Whatever the
challenges, India is now not just a
participant, but a key architect of
the SCO’s direction.

A new era of GST: Towards Impact of reducing GST on Indian economy

a taxation

By: Lalit Garg

(GST) was a historic and revolutionary mile-

stone in India’s taxation system. It sought not
only to simplify the complex web of indirect taxes but
also to curb corruption and bureaucratic high-handed-
ness in governance and administration. Yet, despite its
intent to provide relief and convenience, the system re-
mained riddled with complexities and burdensome tax
slabs that weighed heavily on the public. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s government had long recog-
nized this, and during his Independence Day address
from the Red Fort this year, he announced plans to
make GST simpler and more people-friendly. Acting
on this vision, the government has now streamlined
GST into just two slabs, while significantly reducing
the rates. This step, focused especially on middle- and
lower-income households, ensures families will have
more disposable income to spend on other goods and
services. Increased consumption, in turn, will boost
economic activity and accelerate growth. These bold
reforms herald the dawn of a new taxation era—one
that is simpler, more transparent, and better aligned
with people’s needs.

Following the 56th meeting of the GST Council, the
government announced that the new GST rates will
take effect from September 22. The existing 12% and
28% slabs have been replaced with just 5% and 18%.
Additionally, a new 40% slab has been introduced for
luxury items. While the opposition has dismissed this
as a delayed move, the government has projected it as
a major stride in economic reform. Some economists
also view it as a protective measure in the backdrop of
Trump’s tariff wars, aimed at boosting domestic con-
sumption and bridging the export deficit. Others see it
as a festive-season gift from the government ahead of
Navratri and Diwali. Multiple tax slabs had long been
a source of confusion and burden for consumers. Fre-
quent rate revisions created uncertainty within the
business community. The new two-slab system will
largely eliminate such ambiguities, offering consumers
a fairer and more predictable tax regime. This will sta-
bilize prices, encourage consumption, and ease busi-
ness operations, giving industry renewed momentum.

It would not be wrong to say that under Prime Min-
ister Modi’s leadership, several effective measures
have been taken to curb corruption. Digitization, direct
benefit transfers, Aadhaar linkage, and transparent sys-
tems have built confidence in governance. GST has
strengthened the concept of “One Nation, One Tax.”
Yet the reality is that the GST department has not en-
tirely freed itself from the grip of corruption. Small
traders and entrepreneurs still find themselves en-
snared in notices, investigations, and complicated pro-
cedures. At times, corrupt practices exploit this to
instill fear and extract undue benefits. This undermines
the very spirit of GST reforms. If taxation is to be truly
revolutionary, the GST system must be made com-
pletely corruption-free.

India’s tax departments have long been regarded as
hubs of corruption, sustained by complex laws and
multiple tax categories. A transparent, simple structure
minimizes unnecessary interaction between officials
and businesses, building greater trust among citizens
and small entrepreneurs. Going forward, the govern-
ment must strengthen GST technologically and admin-
istratively. Artificial intelligence and digital tracking
can help curb tax evasion while checking arbitrary
practices and bribery. Protecting taxpayers’ rights, en-
suring a fear-free environment for honest businesses,
and offering relief to consumers will be the real hall-
marks of GST as a revolutionary reform. The new

The introduction of the Goods and Services Tax

revolution

phase of GST brings relief and signals positive change.
The next step must be to rid the system of corruption
entirely, thus winning the confidence of honest taxpay-
ers. Only then can India claim to have decisively
moved toward “One Nation, One Tax, and One Trans-
parent System.”

In a nation’s economic journey, certain decisions are
not just policy shifts but turning points in history. The
latest reforms in GST are such a decisive step. Simpli-
fying taxation and directly benefiting citizens reflect
not just bureaucratic will but a vision of public welfare.
Since independence, India’s tax system has been mired
in complexity, burdens, and corruption. Both small
traders and ordinary consumers suffered in this maze
of indirect levies. While the introduction of GST was
already a transformative move, further reducing it to
two slabs makes it truly revolutionary. This will ease
the burden on consumers, enhance the ease of doing
business, and energize the economy. The true engine
of growth is the common citizen’s wallet. When con-
sumers save more, they spend more. Increased con-
sumption drives industries, boosts production, and
generates employment. This is the real impact of GST
reform—it will give wings to economic activity and
help propel India towards becoming the world’s third-
largest economy.

In any democracy, governance is judged by how far
it prioritizes the interests of its citizens. Through GST
reform, the Modi government has demonstrated that
its policies are not merely about numbers but about
casing everyday life. The reform offers not just finan-
cial relief but psychological reassurance. Challenges,
however, remain—such as compensating states for
revenue losses, integrating small businesses into the
new system, and ensuring transparency in tax admin-
istration. If these issues are addressed, GST reform will
firmly steer India towards a stronger, more transparent,
and growth-oriented economy.

It would not be wrong to call this reform a “gift” for
the people. It is more than just a change in taxation—
it is an attempt to improve the standard of living. It sig-
nifies that government policies are designed not merely
to run the machinery of state but to provide real relief
to citizens and accelerate national progress. The crucial
question now is whether the benefits will truly reach
the common consumer. Much depends on whether in-
dustries pass on the tax cuts to customers and whether
regulators enforce compliance effectively. The new era
of GST has opened a window of hope. If carried for-
ward with integrity, it could well transform India’s tax-
ation system into one of the most transparent and
people-centric models in the world.

Sir/Ma’am

press my deep concern regarding the recent statement of the
Hon’ble Chief Minister on the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA).

The Chief Minister himself admitted that since the law came into
force, only 12 persons have applied for citizenship in Assam through
CAA. Ironically, this law has not been in force in Assam effectively
since day one. Yet, during the anti-CAA movement, five young lives
were lost, whose supreme sacrifice still pains the conscience of our
state. At last, the Chief Minister too has acknowledged them as mar-
tyrs, which is a welcome gesture. But acknowledgment alone is not

Through the columns of your esteemed daily, I would like to ex-

By: Chafikhur Rahman

as GST, was introduced in India in July

2017. It replaced many indirect taxes like
excise duty, VAT, and service tax. GST was
called the “One Nation, One Tax” system. The
aim was to make the tax system simple, trans-
parent, and fair.

But from the beginning, GST has been a topic
of debate. One of the most discussed issues is
about GST rates. Many industries and common
people feel that GST rates are high. Whenever
the government reduces GST, it immediately af-
fects prices, demand, and the economy. So, the
question is “Does reducing GST really impact
the Indian economy?”

Let us understand this with examples, real-life
cases, and simple explanations.

What Happens When GST is Reduced? When
the government reduces GST on any product or
service, the immediate result is a reduction in
price. Lower prices make goods and services
more affordable. This creates higher demand.

For example, if GST on a restaurant meal
comes down from 18% to 5%, the bill becomes
smaller. More people may then prefer to eat out.
This benefits both customers and restaurants.

Similarly, if GST on cars is reduced, more
people may think of buying a new car. This sup-
ports the automobile industry, which in turn sup-
ports many other industries like steel, rubber,
glass, and electronics.

But along with benefits, there are also chal-
lenges. A cut in GST means the government col-
lects less revenue. Since this money is used for
schools, hospitals, roads, and other welfare
schemes, the government has to balance care-
fully.

Example 1: Restaurants and Food Industry:
In the early days of GST, restaurant bills became
a big complaint for customers. Earlier, restau-
rants charged VAT and service tax separately,
but under GST, most restaurants were placed
under the18% slab. This made eating out more
expensive. After public pressure, the GST Coun-
cil reduced the rate in November 2017. The new
rate became 5% GST for restaurants (without
input tax credit).

Impact: Families once again started going
out to eat. Small restaurants and dhabas reported
better business. Food delivery apps like Swiggy
and Zomato also grew rapidly as people found
them affordable again. This shows how a simple
tax reduction created a direct boost in consump-

The Goods and Services Tax, better known

tion and jobs.

Example 2: Automobiles Sector: The auto-
mobile industry is one of the largest job
providers in India. It includes not only car mak-
ers but also parts manufacturers, dealerships, re-
pair shops, and transport workers. When GST
was first applied, cars were put in the 28% slab,
and with cess, the total tax went up to 40-50%
on luxury cars. This was too high for the middle
class.

In 2018 and 2019, the government gave tem-
porary relief by reducing cess and offering in-
centives. This helped the industry for a short
time.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, industry
leaders requested a cut in GST from 28% to 18%
to revive demand. Though the government did
not fully agree, some states reduced road tax.

Impact: Whenever tax relief is given, sales
immediately increase. Example: After GST
compensation cess was reduced on small cars
and electric vehicles, sales of EVs jumped in
India. More sales mean more employment and
faster industrial growth. This proves that GST
reduction in automobiles has a direct impact on
demand and jobs.

Example 3: Real Estate and Housing: Own-
ing a house is a dream for every Indian. But high
taxes make flats and houses costly. Earlier,
under GST, buyers had to pay 12% GST on
under-construction houses. After much criti-
cism, the GST Council reduced it to 5% for nor-
mal housing and 1% for affordable housing in
2019.

Impact: Middle-class families started book-
ing flats again. Affordable housing projects saw
good demand. Builders got relief because unsold
flats were finally being sold. This change also
supported the government’s mission of Housing
for All It showed that tax cuts can make social
schemes successful.

Positive Impacts of Reducing GST:

1. Boost in Demand: Lower taxes make prod-
ucts and services cheaper, which increases de-
mand.

2. More Business Growth: Industries get more
customers, which leads to better profits.

3. Employment Generation: Higher demand
means more production, which creates more
jobs.

4. Lower Inflation: Reduced GST on essen-
tials like food, medicines, and housing helps
control inflation.

5. Encourages Formal Economy: Lower rates
reduce tax evasion and bring small traders into

POST BAG

Assam should be kept outside the purview of CAA

enough—the families of these martyrs must be given due dignity, fi-
nancial assistance, and employment opportunities.

Here arises a painful question: Why were the tears of five mothers
shed, why were five young lives extinguished, only to give citizenship
to just 12 persons? If the law serves no real purpose in Assam, then
the government must take responsibility for this loss and respect the
sacrifices by keeping Assam out of the ambit of CAA altogether.

It is pertinent to mention that Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Ma-
nipur, and Mizoram are exempted due to Inner Line Permit (ILP).
Similarly, 98% of Meghalaya and 67% of Tripura fall under the Sixth
Schedule, and large parts of Assam, such as the Bodoland Territorial
Region and three hill districts, are also outside the scope of the Act.

Yours faithfully,
Mowsam Hazarika

the tax system.

Challenges of Reducing GST:

1. Revenue Loss: The government collects
less money. This may affect spending on health,
education, and infrastructure.

2. Risk of Fiscal Deficit: If the government
earns less and spends more, it may have to bor-
row more, leading to a deficit.

3. Short-Term Effect: Sometimes demand in-
creases only for a short time and then falls again.

4. Unequal Benefits: If tax cuts are only in se-
lected sectors, only those industries benefit
while others remain under pressure.

Real-Life Lessons from GST Reduction

Cinema Tickets: Earlier taxed at 28%, later
reduced to 12% and 18% in 2018. Result: ticket
sales increased, especially in small towns.

Sanitary Napkins: GST was completely re-
moved in 2018 after protests. Result: This
helped women access hygiene products at lower
prices.

Electric Vehicles (EVs): GST reduced from
12% to 5% in 2019. Result: EV sales surged,
and India became one of the fastest-growing EV
markets.

Each example shows that reducing GST can
change people’s behavior immediately.

Balancing Act:Growth vs. Revenue: For the
Indian economy, the big question is “How to
balance growth with revenue needs?”

If GST is too high, people avoid spending or
look for ways to escape tax. If GST is too low,
the government may not have enough money for
welfare and infrastructure.

Therefore, the GST Council often studies
each sector separately. Reductions are given
only where they will boost demand and help the
common people.

Conclusion: So, is reducing GST impacting
the Indian economy? The answer is ‘Yes’. In the
short term, it increases demand, supports indus-
tries, and creates jobs. In the long term, the chal-
lenge is to make sure government revenue does
not fall too much.

Real-life examples from restaurants, automo-
biles, housing, cinema, sanitary products, and
electric vehicles prove that GST reduction
changes consumer behavior and supports
growth. At the same time, India must ensure that
tax collections remain healthy for future devel-
opment.

GST is like a balance scale — one side has
consumer relief and growth, while the other has
government revenue. Both must stay equal for
India’s economy to grow strongly.

If CAA is unsuitable for these regions, how can it suddenly become suit-
able for the remaining 27 districts of Assam? What crime have the people
of these districts committed to be burdened with an irrelevant and divisive
law? The Chief Minister must answer this basic question.

It is unjust to deny the sentiments of millions of indigenous people
of Assam only to grant citizenship to a handful of illegal immigrants.
If the government truly values the sacrifices made during the move-
ment, it should ensure that Assam is kept completely outside the
purview of CAA.

—®—
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10 things you should not say to your boss

By: Global Hunt

hen you are interacting with the boss, the
\ }s / most trivial thinking-aloud moment can
turn into a nightmare - who knows how
your words would be interpreted. So it is ab-
solutely necessary to ensure that your foot doesn’t
find a place in your mouth at the workplace, espe-
cially around the people you report to. Agreed,
telling off your boss is a common fantasy and a
temptation almost impossible to resist. But bear in
mind, letting your guard down and telling the
power-that-be exactly what you feel can have dis-
astrous consequences.

It could be just an innocuous statement, but you
may come across as lazy, careless and/or disre-
spectful to your boss. So, if there isn’t a mental fil-
ter in place, or if the existing one has proved to be
ineffective, here’s a list of phrases that most em-
ployers would hate to hear. Make no mistake, this
list is not exhaustive and is in no-particular order.

1) That’s Not in My Job Description

Nowadays, companies hire those who can wear
many hats. So, if a particular task doesn’t come
technically under your job description, try not
complaining about it - unless it’s completely off
the track. “If your boss thinks you are unwilling or
incapable of doing what you’ve been asked, you
will be considered a weak player,” says Vinay
Grover, CEO of Symbiosis Management Consult-
ants, a headhunting firm.

2) 1 Can’t Do This Task

You maybe nose-deep in work but an instant re-
fusal gives an impression that you just don’t want

to carry out a particular task. ““You should always
give valid reasons first and then say no,” says Sunil
Goel, director, GlobalHunt, an executive search
firm. If you happen to be one of those who find it
difficult to say no, don’t fall into the trap of saying
an instant yes, only to go back on your word later.

3) I Just Never Got Around To It

It’s quite simple: if your boss has entrusted you
with something, you’ve just got to do it. “I was
given an interesting assignment to work on while

I was on something else. Call it poor time-manage-
ment, | was unable to work on the project. When
my manager inquired, I decided to be honest,” says
Nishit Mishra, a marketing executive with a multi-
national banking giant. Mishra had to hand over
the assignment to a colleague; never a pleasant
thing to do, and you’d agree.

4) 1 Don’t Know How To Do It

You may actually be clueless but you need not
say it in as many words. Saying “I don’t know”

shows a weakness and it also may be interpreted
as an excuse that you just don’t want to do it. “Tell
your boss that you are prepared to do the task but
that you may require assistance or guidance be-
cause you haven’t done it before,” says Grover of
Symbiosis.

5) I Am Overqualified For This

The task at hand might appear ‘lowly’. How-
ever, you are at work and instead of playing a big
shot, you should just roll up your sleeves and get
to work. “This is what your boss expects of you
and anything less will show that you are actually
not qualified to get things done,” says Ronesh Puri,
managing director, Executive Access, a headhunt-
ing firm. Do it yourself or delegate it to someone
else - come what may, but get it done!

6) Sorry, | Missed That Point

You might be nursing a hangover or missing
your caffeine shot while sitting in a painful early
morning meeting. No matter what, be clued in to
what is being discussed. Don’t dream of the sundae
you plan to have post-lunch when the boss is talk-
ing to you.

“This phrase can do more harm than good. If
you are coming up with such excuses then it leaves
an impression that you are not attentive and are los-
ing interest in your work,” says Goel of Global-
Hunt.

7) 1 Need to Talk to You, It’s Important

Two simple rules that will justify the presence
of this statement in this list.

Rule#1:

Your time is only half as precious (or even
lesser) as your boss’.

Rule#2:

What is important to you might not be all that
important to your boss. Consider both of these un-
said rules and you will end up making some qual-
itative changes like saying “slightly urgent” or
“somewhat important”.

8) I Will Try

Your bosses don’t want you to try doing a task,
they want you to do it. Trying is not an option here.
Saying “I will try” will tell your boss that they can-
not depend on you. It will not give them the assur-
ance that the task will be taken care of. You
wouldn’t want to hear what management trainee
Swati Pillai was told when she muttered the unac-
ceptable. “The company pays you for doing not
trying.” Ouch!

9) Don’t Blame Me - It’s Not My Fault

In the face of criticism or a reprimand, your de-
fense mechanism will inevitably kick in. However,
avoid dodging the responsibility or blaming some-
one else. Of course, you would want to clear the
air, but there’s a time, place and way to do it. Don’t
defend when the boss’s voice is at a higher-than-
comfortable pitch.

10) Why Do | Need To Do This?

_This is Stupid!

You maybe on back-slapping terms with your
boss, but at the end of the day, he’s the senior. Any-
thing that questions his authority and judgment is
to be avoided at all costs. “If your bosses have
asked you to do it, they must think it is important
enough. By saying this you openly challenge their
competency as a boss,” warns Grover. (Courtesy:
https://iwww.globalhunt.in)

DHS Assam Recruitment 2025 - 191 Grade
Il (Non Technical) Posts, Online Apply

Last Date: 21/09/2025.

Directorate of Health Services (DHS), Assam has released an advertisement for
the recruitment of 191 Grade III (Non Technical) Posts against existing vacant
posts in different health institutions in the State under the establishment of the Di-
rectorate of Health Services (DHS), Assam. Interested and eligible candidates may
apply online here.

1. Health Educator

No of posts: 78 posts

Category-wise vacancy:

# UR: 40

#SC: 5

# STP: 8

# STH: 4

# OBC/MOBC: 20

# OBC/MOBC (Tea Tribes & Adivasi): 1

Pay Scale: Pay Scale of 314,000/- to 370,000/-, Grade Pay of %37,600/- per
month.

2. Junior Assistant/ Account Assistant cum LDA

No of posts: 72 posts

Category-wise vacancy:

# UR: 36

#SC: 6

#STP: 7

# STH: 4

# OBC/MOBC: 18

# OBC/MOBC (Tea Tribes & Adivasi): 1

Pay Scale: Pay Scale of 314,000/- to ¥70,000/-, Grade Pay of *6,200/- per month

3. Basic Health Worker (BHW)

No of posts: 41 posts

Category-wise vacancy:

# UR: 21

#SC:3

#STP: 4

#STH: 2

# OBC/MOBC: 11

# OBC/MOBC (Tea Tribes & Adivasi) : 0

Pay Scale: Pay Scale of 314,000/- to ¥70,000/-, Grade Pay of %5,600/- per month

Age Limit: Candidates age should not be less than 18 years and not more than
40 years as on 1st January 2025.

Age Relaxation: Category-wise upper age limit relaxation is as mentioned below

# OBC/MOBC: 3 years

# ST/SC: 5 years

# PwBD: 10 years

Educational Qualification: Graduate in any discipline from Government recog-
nized University and applicant must possess minimum 6 (six) months diploma in
Computer application.

Employment Exchange Registration: The candidates must possess valid Em-
ployment Exchange Registration Certificate of the State of Assam.

Application Fee: No application fee is to be paid the applicants.

Interested and eligible candidates may apply online for these vacancy by visiting
official DHS Assam Recruitment Portal. Candidates may follow below mentioned
steps to apply online.

# Scroll down, go to Important Web-Links section .

# Click on the "Online Application Form" and complete the registration process
by clicking "New Registration".

# In the next stage, click on "Online Application Form" Link and Login.

# Fill your all personal and educational details and upload necessary documents.

# At the end, submit the form.

# Don't forget to take a print out of the application form .

« Starting Date of online application submission: 12th September 2025

« Last Date of online application submission: 21st September 2025

AHIDMS Recruitment 2025 —
Manager, Specialist & Other Posts

Assam Health Infrastructure Development & Management Society (AHIDMS)
has released two employment notifications for the recruitment of following posts
on purely contractual basis for the Project Management Unit (PMU) and Project
Implementation Unit (PIU) under JICA funded “Assam Health System Strength-
ening Project” and for “Assam State Secondary Healthcare Initiative for Service
Delivery Transformation (ASSIST) Project”. Interested and eligible candidates
may apply here .

1. IPA Manager

Place of vacancy:

# Dhubri Medical College & Hospital, and

# Goalpara DH

Date of interview & Time:

# Date: 15.09.2025

# Time: 11.00 am onwards

# Reporting Time: 10.00 am

Essential Qualification: Masters of Hospital Administration or Masters of
Health Management, or MBA in Hospital Management or MBA in Health Man-
agement. Candidates with BDS degree and the above essential Qualifications will
be added advantage.

Other Desirable Qualification: The candidate must have good communication
skills both written and verbal in local language, English and computer literacy.
Knowledge of government regulation and policies is Desirable.

Experience: New graduates and or entry-level applicants are encouraged to
apply for the position. Experienced candidates will be Desirable.

Skills and Competencies: Computer proficiency, especially in MS Word, Excel,
PowerPoint.

2. Hospital Administrator

Place of vacancy:

# Guwahati Medical College & Hospital

Date of interview & Time:

# Date: 15.09.2025

# Time: 3.00 am onwards

# Reporting Time: 2.00 am

Essential Qualification: Masters of Hospital Administration or Masters of
Health Management or MBA in Hospital Management or MBA in Health Man-
agement with 10 years post Qualification experience.

Candidates with an undergraduate degree of MBBS/BDS/BHMS/BAMS and
the above essential Qualifications will be added advantage.

Desirable: Candidates having the essential Qualification along with experience
in hospital operations, quality management and healthcare administration will be
given preference. The candidate must have good communication skills, both writ-
ten and verbal in local language, English and computer proficiency, especially in
MS Word, Excel and PowerPoint.

Skills: Strong leadership in hospital operations, stakeholder coordination, policy
implementation and patient satisfaction management.

Age Limit: Upto 45 yrs as on 01/01/2025.

3. Hospital Administrator

Place of vacancy:

# Medical Colleges & Hospitals

Date of interview & Time:

# Date: 16.09.2025

# Time: 11.00 am onwards

# Reporting Time: 10.00 am

Essential Qualification: Masters of Hospital Administration or Masters of
Health Management or MBA in Hospital Management or MBA in Health Man-
agement with minimum of 3 years post Qualification experience.

Candidates with an undergraduate degree of BDS/BHMS/BAMS and the above
essential Qualifications will be added advantage.

Desirable: Candidates having the essential Qualification along with experience
in hospital operations, quality management and healthcare administration will be
given preference. The candidate must have good communication skills, both writ-
ten and verbal in local language, English and computer proficiency, especially in
MS Word, Excel and PowerPoint.

Skills: Strong leadership in hospital operations, stakeholder coordination, policy
implementation and patient satisfaction management.

Age Limit: Upto 35 yrs as on 01/01/2025.

4. Finance Specialist

Place of vacancy:

# Medical Colleges & Hospitals

Date of interview & Time:

# Date: 18.09.2025

# Time: 11.00 am onwards

# Reporting Time: 10.00 am

Essential Qualification: Chartered Accountant (CA) with 3+ years of post-Qual-
ification experience in the field of finance and accounts.

Desirable: Experience in hospital finance management, government projects,
or healthcare sector financial operations.

Skills: Proficiency in budget planning, fund management, financial auditing,
and compliance reporting.

Age Limit: Upto 40 yrs as on 01/01/2025.

5. MIS Executive

Place of vacancy:

# PMU ASSIST

Date of interview & Time:

# Date: 19.09.2025

# Time: 11.00 am onwards

# Reporting Time: 10.00 am

Essential Qualification: BCA /B.E /B.Tech in Computer Science or Information
Technology from recognized university/Institution.

Experience: Minimum 5 years of post-Qualification experience in management
of IT & MIS activities in any Externally Aided Project (e.g. World Bank, JICA,
ADB etc.) or Public/ Private sector organization.

Experience in designing, executive at least one LAN/WAN/Data centre project
is preferable.

Age Limit: Age of the Candidate should not be more than 35 years as on 1st
Jan, 2025.

6. Procurement Executive

Place of vacancy:

# PMU ASSIST

Date of interview & Time:

# Date: 20.09.2025

# Time: 11.00 am onwards

# Reporting Time: 10.00 am

Educational Qualification: The PE must possess at least a Bachelor of Engi-
neering / Post Graduate Diploma (minimum two years duration) in Procurement
from any Govt. recognized university/institution. Candidates having IT Back-
ground, Professional Diploma in Public Procurement (PDPP) or Certificate Pro-
gram in Public Procurement (CPPP) may be given preference.

Working Experience: The PE should have at least 5 (five) years of professional
experience in Procurement Management function in any public/private sector
agency out of which 02 (two) years in World Bank/externally aided Projects will
be Desirable. Those with hands-on experience in e-procurement system & GeM
of the Government may be preferred.

Computer Skills: The PE must have expertise in using Internet based applica-
tions, working with advanced word processing/spreadsheet including MS Word,
MS Excel, MS Power Point, related applications and software & hardware com-
puter systems.

Language: Knowledge of Assamese, English, and Hindi will be an added advantage.

Desirable Qualifications, Experience, Skills etc:

a. Experience of working in complex, multi stakeholder, fast moving environ-
ment and ability to work under pressure, strict deadlines and multitasking.

b. Good social, analytical and planning skills; the candidate must show initia-
tive, synthesis, organization and personal dynamism, be self-motivated and should
possess ability to work independently as well as in teams.

Age Limit: Age of the candidate should not be more than 45 years as on 1st
Jan 2025.

7. Procurement Specialist

Place of vacancy:

# Office of the Director of Medical Education, Assam

Date of interview & Time:

# Date: 22.09.2025

# Time: 11.00 am onwards

# Reporting Time: 10.00 am

Educational Qualification:

# Bachelor’s degree in a relevant discipline (e.g. Engineering, Public Procure-
ment, Finance, Business or Commerce) from any Government recognized uni-
versity/ institution.

# Relevant training in public procurement works, Supply Chain Management,
Finance, Business or Commerce will be preferred.

# Candidates having Professional Diploma in Public Procurement (PDPP), Cer-
tificate Program in Public Procurement (CPPP), Certificate in Contract Manage-
ment Program (CPCM) will be preferred.

Experience: # Must have at least 10 years’ professional experience in the field
of procurement and related activities in any State Government/ Central

Government / Semi Government Bodies/PSUs.

# Experience of handling GeM & e. procurement portal.

8. State Environment Management & Safeguard Specialist

Place of vacancy:

# PMU ASSIST

Date of interview & Time:

# Date: 23.09.2025

# Time: 11.00 am onwards

# Reporting Time: 10.00 am

Essential Qualification: Master’s degree in Bio-medical Engineering/ Environ-
ment management from any Govt. recognized university/ institution with training
in Environment safeguards. Excellent understanding of the World Bank Environ-
ment safeguards systems and procedure is desirable

Experience: # Must have at least 7 years’ experience in Environment manage-
ment or safeguards role. Preference will be given to the candidate with experience
in Externally Aided projects. # Experience of working in the North East and in
the Health Sector will be preferred.

Age Limit: Upto 50 years as on 01/01/2025

9. Biomedical Engineer

Date of interview & Time:

# Date: 24.09.2025

# Time: 11.00 am onwards

# Reporting Time: 10.00 am

Essential Qualification: BE/ B.Tech/ ME/ M.Tech in Bio Medical /Electronics
and Communication /Electronics and Instrumentation/ Instrumentation engineer-
ing/ M.Sc. in Instrumentation from any of the recognized board or University.

Age Limit: Upto 50 years

10. M&E/MIS Specialist

Date of interview & Time:

# Date: 25.09.2025

# Time: 11.00 am onwards

# Reporting Time: 10.00 am

Essential Qualification: The candidate should possess atleast MCA or B.E./B.
Tech in Computer Science/Information Technology from a recognized Univer-
sity/Institution.

Age Limit: Upto 40 years

# The candidates shall have to bring laptop, original certificates/testimonials
along with a set of self-attested copies of the same, for the interview/test along
with the filled in application form for the individual positions.

# Interested eligible Candidates who are citizen of India as defined under the
Constitution of India and fulfill the eligibility norms of educational qualification,
experience, age etc. may Walk-In with the filled in application form with all the
original certificates/documents relating to qualification, experience, age, identity
proof, latest salary certificate, two passport size colored photographs etc. and also
a set of self-attested copies of the same.

# The candidates are requested to register their candidature through the link
https://forms.gle/tX7Ngbd7QobtUvr98. The link will be active till 12.00 pm of
20.09.2025. The candidates who register through the link will be eligible for the
interview after physical verification of their original documents and filled in ap-
plication form.

The ‘Assam Health Infrastructure Development & Management Society’
(AHIDMS) under the Medical Education & Research Department (MERD), Govt.
of Assam (GoA) has been tasked to implement the ‘Assam Secondary Healthcare
System Reforms Project’ (ASHSRP) taken up by the GoA with proposed financ-
ing from the World Bank. The project, to be implemented over six years, inter
alia aims to improve the district level healthcare services in Assam by improving
quality, access and management capacity in selected district hospitals.

PHED Recruitment 2025 — 187 Junior
Engineer Posts, Apply Online

Assam Public Service Commission has released an employment notification
for the recruitment of 187 Junior Engineer vacancy in Public Heath Engineering
Department (PHED), Government of Assam. Interested and eligible candidates
may apply online here.

Name of post: Junior Engineer (Civil/ Mechanical/ Electrical / Chemical)

No of posts: 187 posts

Branch-wise vacancy:

# Civil: 160 posts

# Mechanical: 10 posts

# Electrical: 7 posts

# Chemical: 10 posts

Scale of pay: Rs 14000/- to Rs 70000/-, Grade Pay Rs 8700/-

Educational Qualification: Candidates must have 3 years Diploma in respective
branch of Engineering from any institute recognised by AICTE.

Age Limit: The candidates should not be less than 18 years of age and not more
than 38 years of age as on 01/01/2025.

Age Relaxation: The category-wise age relaxation is as mentioned below.

# SC: 5 years

# ST: 5 years

# OBC/ MOBC: 3 years

# PwBD: 10 years

# For more details pl read the official notification/s.

Resident-ship:

(i) The candidate must be a permanent resident of Assam.

(ii) The Candidate must produce PRC issued in Assam for educational purpose
as a proof of residency along with the application form Or

(iii) The candidate must produce Employment Exchange Registration certificate
in the state of Assam along with the application form .

Application Fee: Category Fee (in Rs.)
General/EWS 297.20
SC/ST/OBC/MOBC 197.20
BPL/ PwWBD 47.20

and eligible candidates may apply online for these posts by visiting at official
recruitment portal of Assam Public Service Commission. They may follow below
mentioned steps .

# Scroll down, go to Important Web-Links section .

# Click on Online Application Form link .

# A new webpage will be opened.

# Enter all your personal and educational details as required .

# Upload your passport sized photograph and signature and other required doc-
uments.

# Pay the application fee as per your category and at the end click on submit button.

# Don't forget to take a print of submitted application form .

Dates of PHED Assam Recruitment 2025

# Starting date of submission of online application: 14th August 2025

# Last date of submission of online application: 13th September 2025

—®—
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Looks like we lost India, Russia to

The US has also been targeting India for its energy ties with Russia

WASHINGTON, Sept 5: It looks
like the US has lost India and Rus-
sia to “darkest” China, President
Donald Trump said on Friday in
his latest remarks as ties between
New Delhi and Washington con-
tinue to reel under possibly the
worst phase in over two decades.

Trump’s latest post on social
media came days after the bon-
homie among Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Chinese President
Xi Jinping and Russian President
Vladimir Putin at a summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) in the Chinese city of
Tianjin drew global attention.

“Looks like we have lost India
and Russia to deepest, darkest
China. May they have a long and
prosperous future together!” the
US president said on Truth Social.

The relations between New
Delhi and Washington are on a
downturn after Trump doubled tar-
iffs on Indian goods to a whopping
50 per cent, including a 25 per cent
additional duties for India’s pur-
chase of Russian crude oil. The ad-
ditional tariff has already come
into effect from August 27.

India described the US action as
“unfair, unjustified and unreason-
able” and even wondered why it
has been singled out for the puni-
tive action.

Surprisingly, the US has not im-

\eteran Thal po
Vote In Parliame

BANGKOK, Sept 5: Veteran
Thai politician Anutin Charnvi-
rakul won a vote in Parliament on
Friday to become the country’s
next prime minister, according to
an unofficial running tally broad-
cast live on television.

Anutin, leader of the Bhum-
jaithai party, won more than 247
votes — the required majority —
from the House of Representa-
tive’s 492 active members. His
total must be certified after voting
is completed. He and his govern-
ment are expected to take office in
a few days after obtaining a formal
appointment from King Maha Va-
jiralongkorn.

Anutin succeeds Paetongtarn
Shinawatra, who was dismissed by
court order as prime minister last
week after being found guilty of
ethics violations over a politically
compromising phone call with
neighbouring Cambodia’s Senate
President Hun Sen.

The dispute erupted into a

posed any punitive measures on
China, the largest importer of
Russian crude oil.

In the last few days, several
Trump administration officials, in-
cluding White House trade advisor
Peter Navarro, have used offensive
language to target India.

India’s big oil lobby has turned
the largest democracy in the world
into a “massive refining hub and
oil money laundromat for the
Kremlin”, Navarro said last week.

Though the focus of the SCO
summit on Monday was to ensure
deeper security and economic
complementarities among its
member nations, what drew larger
attention was the public display of
bonhomie among Modi, Putin and
Xi, signalling a broader conver-

deadly five-day armed conflict in
July.

Anutin had served in Paetong-
tarn’s Cabinet, but he resigned his
position and withdrew his party
from her coalition government
after news of the leaked phone call
caused a public uproar.

Only five candidates, nominated
during the last general election in
2023, were eligible under Thai-
land’s constitutional rules.

Pheu Thai, currently leading a
caretaker government, attempted
to dissolve Parliament on Tuesday,
but the acting prime minister said
their request was rejected by the
king’s Privy Council.

fician Anutin Charmviraku
1tt0 become next Prime M

gence among the leading three
powers.

Avideo of Modi and Putin hold-
ing hands and walking towards Xi,
and then all three forming a close
circle as good friends went viral on
social media.

In his address at the summit, Xi
elaborated on his vision for a new
global security and economic order
that prioritises the Global South.

As China hosted several world
leaders at the Victory Day parade
in Beijing on Wednesday, Trump
accused the Chinese president of
conspiring against the US along
with Putin and North Korea’s Kim
Jong Un.

“May President Xi and the won-
derful people of China have a great
and lasting day of celebration,”

WS
nIster

The 58-year-old Anutin had
served in the Pheu Thai-led coali-
tion government that took power in
2023 and before that in the mili-
tary-backed but elected govern-
ment under former Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha.

Anutin is best known for suc-
cessfully lobbying for the decrim-
inalization of cannabis, a policy
that is now being more strictly reg-
ulated for medical purposes. He
also played a high-profile role as
health minister during the COVID-
19 pandemic, when he was ac-
cused of tardiness in obtaining
adequate vaccine supplies to fight
the virus.

His party has promised to dis-
solve Parliament within four
months in exchange for support
from the People’s Party. That
party’s leader, Natthaphong Ru-
engpanyawut, said it would remain
in the opposition, leaving the new
government potentially a minority
one.(AP)

Most of those killed In Lishon stregtcar

dlerailment were fore|gne

LISBON, Sept 5: Police in Por-
tugal said Friday that 11 of the 16
people killed when a streetcar de-
railed were foreigners, as an initial
investigative report examining
what caused the popular Lisbon
tourist attraction to crash was ex-
pected to be released.

The dead included five Por-
tuguese nationals, three British cit-
izens, two Canadians, two South
Koreans, one American, one
French, one Swiss and one Ukrain-
ian, police said in a statement.

A German man also thought to
have died in Wednesday’s crash
was found to be in a Lisbon hospi-
tal, police said.

It didn’t provide an explanation
for the error.

The list of nationalities was pub-
lished following forensic identifi-
cation.

The distinctive yellow-and-
white Elevador da Gloria, which is
classified as a national monument,
was packed with locals and inter-
national  tourists Wednesday
evening when it came off its rails.

Sixteen people were killed and
21 others were injured.

Multiple agencies are investigat-
ing what Prime Minister Luis
Montenegro has described as “one
of the biggest tragedies of our re-
cent past.”

The government’s Office for Air

and Rail Accident Investigations
said that it has concluded its analy-
sis of the wreckage and would
issue a preliminary technical report
Friday. It wasn’t clear how reveal-
ing the report would be.

Chief police investigator Nelson
Oliveira said that a preliminary po-
lice report, which has a broader
scope, is expected within 45 days.

The streetcar’s wreckage was re-
moved from the scene overnight
and placed in police custody.

A tragedy beyond Portugal’s
borders

A woman who was a French-
Canadian dual citizen is among the
dead, the French Foreign Ministry
said Friday.

The transport workers’ trade
union SITRA said the streetcar’s
brakeman, Andre Marques, was
among the dead. A national Por-
tuguese charitable organisation,
Santa Casa da Misericordia, whose
main Lisbon headquarters are at
the top of the hill where the street-
car runs, said four of its staff were
killed.

Spaniards, Israelis, Portuguese,
Brazilians, ltalians and French
people were injured, the executive
director of Portugal’s National
Health Service, Alvaro Santos,
said.

“This tragedy ... goes beyond
our horders,” Montenegro said in a

'S, police say

televised address from his official
residence.

Lisbon hosted around 8.5 mil-
lion tourists last year, and long
lines of people typically form for
the streetcar’s short and pictur-
esque trip a few hundred metres up
and down a city street. Thursday
was a national day of mourning.

Hundreds of people attended a
sombre Mass Thursday evening at
Lisbon’s majestic Church of Saint
Dominic.

Montenegro, President Marcelo
Rebelo de Sousa and Lisbon
Mayor Carlos Moedas were
among the attendees, some dressed
in black, in the candlelit sanctuary.

Daily inspections

The electric streetcar, also
known as a funicular, is harnessed
by steel cables and can carry more
than 40 people. Officials declined
to comment on whether a faulty
brake or a snapped cable may have
prompted the descending streetcar
to careen into a building where the
steep downtown road bends.

“The city needs answers,” the
mayor said, adding that talk of pos-
sible causes is “mere speculation.”

Aside from investigations by po-
lice, public prosecutors and gov-
ernment transport experts, the
company that operates Lishon’s
streetcars and buses, Carris, said it
has opened its own investigation.

The streetcar, which has been in
service since 1914, underwent a
scheduled full maintenance pro-
gramme last year and the company
conducted a 30-minute visual in-
spection of it every day, Carris
CEO Pedro de Brito Bogas said
Thursday.

The streetcar was last inspected
nine hours before the derailment,
he said during a news conference,
but he didn’t detail the visual in-
spection or specify when ques-
tioned whether all the cables were
tested.(AP)

Trump wrote on Truth Social.

“Please give my warmest re-
gards to Vladimir Putin, and Kim
Jong Un, as you conspire against
the United States of America.”

Over the last few days, India-US
ties have witnessed a major down-
turn after over two decades of
close cooperation. The tension
began after the collapse of the ne-
gotiations for a trade deal, as well
as Trump’s repeated claims that he
resolved the military conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan in May.

India has been maintaining that
it ended following direct talks be-
tween the two sides.

Over the last few months, India
and the US held several rounds of
negotiations for a bilateral trade
deal, but it could not be sealed in
view of sharp divergences in cer-
tain critical areas, including agri-
culture and dairy.

The bilateral trade between
India and the US was around USD
130 billion last year and there was
a projection of upward mobility in
the volume.

The US has also been targeting
India for its energy ties with Rus-
sia.

Defending its purchase of Russ-
ian crude oil, India has been main-
taining that its energy procurement
is driven by national interest and
market dynamics.(PTI)
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DEIR AL-BALAH (GAZA
STRIP), Sept 5: Israel struck a
high-rise building on Friday as the
army ramped up an offensive in
preparations to take over Gaza
City.Defence Minister Israel Katz
said the strike on the building was
just the beginning, warning “when
the door opens it will not close”
and the army’s activity will in-
crease.

His comments come days after Is-
rael began mobilising tens of thou-
sands of reservists and repeating
evacuation warnings as part of its
plan to widen its offensive in Gaza
City and other Hamas strongholds,
which has sparked oppositiondomes-
ticallyand condemnation
abroad.Palestinians said Israel’s
strike Friday targeted the Mushtaha
tower in Gaza City, located in the
southern area of the once-upscale
Rimal neighbourhood. The tower al-
ready had come under Israeli attacks
and photos of the building taken be-
fore the strike showed its roof was
heavily damaged.

Israel said it struck the building be-
cause it was used for Hamas surveil-
lance.lsrael has declared Gaza City, in
the north of the territory, to be a com-
bat zone. Parts of the city are already
considered “red zones” where Pales-
tinians have been ordered to evacuate
ahead of expected heavy fighting.That
has left residents on edge, including
many who returned after fleeing the
city in the initial stages of the Israel-
Hamas war. Moving costs thousands of
dollars and finding space in the over-
crowded south to pitch a tent feels im-
possible. But staying behind, they say,
could be deadly. (AP)

Putin says foreign troops
‘darkest China: US President Trump beforeay peace oeal woud

KY1V, Sept 5: Russian President
Vladimir Putin said Friday that any
foreign troops deployed to Ukraine
before a peace agreement has been
signed would be considered “legit-
imate targets” by Moscow’s forces.

Putin’s comments came hours
after European leaders repledged
their commitment to a potential
peacekeeping force, a prospect that
Moscow has repeatedly described
as “unacceptable.”

“If any troops appear there, es-
pecially now while fighting is on-
going, we assume that they will be
legitimate targets,” he said during
a panel at the Eastern Economic
Forum in the far eastern Russian
city of Vladivostok.

Putin also dismissed the idea of
peacekeeping forces in Ukraine
after a final peace deal, saying “no
one should doubt” that Moscow
would comply with a treaty to halt
its 3%-year full-scale invasion of
its neighbour.

He said that security guarantees
would be needed for both Russia
and Ukraine.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov later said that Moscow
would need “legally binding docu-
ments” to outline such agreements.

“Of course, you can’t just take
anybody’s word for something,”
he told Russian news outlet Argu-
menty i Fakty.

Putin’s comments follow re-
marks from French President Em-
manuel Macron on Thursday that
26 of Ukraine’s allies have pledged
to deploy troops as a “reassurance
force” for Ukraine once fighting
ends.

Macron spoke after a meeting in
Paris of the so-called coalition of
the willing, a group of 35 countries
that support Ukraine. He said that
26 of the countries had committed
to deploying troops to Ukraine —
or to maintaining a presence on
land, at sea or in the air — to help
guarantee the country’s security
the day after any ceasefire or peace
is achieved.

Addressing the participants of
the international economic confer-
ence the Ambrosetti Forum on Fri-
day, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said it was
important that security guarantees
“start working now, during the
war, and not only after it ends.”

He said he could not disclose
more details as they are “sensitive
and relate to the military sphere.”
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10 Ukraing
Mate targets’

Drone strikes continue

Russian troops attacked Ukraine
overnight with 157 strike and
decoy drones, as well as seven
missiles of  various  types,
Ukraine’s air force reported Friday.
Air defences shot down or jammed
121 of the drones, it said.

One attack damaged multiple
residential buildings in Dnipro in
central Ukraine, regional adminis-
tration head Serhii Lysak wrote on
social media. The regional admin-
istration also said that an unspeci-
fied “facility” had been set alight
in the strike, but did not give fur-
ther details.

Lysak shared photos of residen-
tial buildings with damaged roofs,
glass shards lying on the ground
and people carrying wooden
boards to cover broken windows.
“Private homes were damaged.
Windows in apartment buildings
were shattered,” he wrote.

Meanwhile, in  Ukraine’s
Chernihiv region north of Kyiv,
Russian drones attacked infrastruc-
ture in the Novhorod-Siversk dis-
trict, leaving at least 15 settlements
without electricity, local authori-
ties reported.

Elsewhere, Russian troops de-
stroyed 92 Ukrainian drones
overnight, Russia’s Defence Min-
istry said Friday. Local social
media channels in the city of
Ryazan, approximately 200 kilo-
metres southeast of Moscow, re-
ported that the city’s Rosneft oil
refinery had been targeted. They
shared videos that appeared to
show a fire against the night sky.

Local Gov Pavel Malkov said
that drone debris had fallen on an
“industrial enterprise” but did not
give further details, instead warn-
ing residents not to post images of
air defences on social media. (AP)

Angela Rayner resigns as UK Deputy PM
after tax row, unleashes Cabinet reshuffle
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LONDON, Sept 5: Angela Rayner on Friday resigned
as UK’s Deputy Prime Minister and Housing Secretary
after a sped-up independent ethics inquiry concluded
that she had underpaid tax on a recently bought home.

Rayner, 45, a powerful leader within the Labour
Party, handed in her resignation after the inquiry con-
cluded that she had breached the Ministerial Code of
Conduct by failing to seek out specialist tax advice to
ensure she paid the correct stamp duty on the property

on the south coast of England.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, who is now
formalising a forced Cabinet reshuffle of his top team,
expressed his regret at losing his senior-most minister.

“You were right to refer yourself to the Independent
Adviser on Ministerial Adviser and right to act on his
conclusions,” Starmer said, in a rare hand-written letter
in response to Rayner’s resignation.

“On a personal note, | am very sad to be losing you
from the Government. You have been a trusted col-
league and a true friend for many years. | have nothing
but admiration for you and huge respect for your

achievements in politics,” he said, adding that she will
remain a “major figure” in the Labour Party as she
moves to the backbenches.

Sir Laurie Magnus, Starmer’s Independent Adviser
on Ministerial Standards, informed him that his deputy
cannot be considered to have met the “highest possible
standards of proper conduct” and therefore was in
breach of the Ministerial Code of Conduct.

Rayner, Labour’s member of Parliament for Ashton-
under-Lyne in northern England who also held the in-
fluential post of Secretary of State of the Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local Government, said
she deeply regretted her decision to “not seek addi-
tional specialist tax advice.” “I would like to take this
opportunity to repeat that it was never my intention to
do anything other than pay the right amount. I must
also consider the significant toll that the ongoing pres-
sure of the media is taking on my family,” she said in
her resignation letter to the PM.The letters were re-
leased by 10 Downing Street along with the letter to
Starmer from Laurie Magnus, who described his con-
clusion as “highly unfortunate.”“She [Rayner] be-
lieved that she relied on the legal advice she had
received, but unfortunately did not heed the caution
contained within it, which acknowledged that it did not

constitute expert tax advice and which suggested that

expert advice be sought,” he wrote.He added: “I be-
lieve Ms Rayner has acted with integrity and with a
dedicated and exemplary commitment to public
service. | consider, however, that her unfortunate
failure to settle her SDLT [stamp duty] liability at
the correct level, coupled with the fact that this was

established only following intensive public scrutiny,

leads me to advise you that, in relation to this matter,
she cannot be considered to have met the ‘highest
possible standards of proper conduct’ as envisaged
by the Code.(PTI

‘The labour market is showing signs of cracking’

US employers added just 22,000 jobs last month
amid uncertainty over President Trump’s policies

WASHINGTON Sept5 USem-
ployers added just 22,000 jobs
last month as the labour market
continued to cool under uncer-

tainty over President Donald
Trump’s economic policies.

The Labour Department said
Friday that hiring decelerated
from 79,000 in July. The unem-
ployment rate ticked up to 4.3 per
cent, also worse than expected
and the highest level since 2021,
the Labour Department said.

When the department put out a
disappointing jobs report a month
ago, an enraged President Donald
Trump responded by firing the
economist in charge of compiling
the numbers and nominating a
loyalist to replace her.

Talking to reporters Thursday
night at a dinner with wealthy
tech executives, Trump had

seemed to shrug off whatever hir-
ing numbers would come out Fri-
day. “The real numbers that I’'m
talking about are going to be
whatever it is, but will be in a year
from now,” the president said.

The US job market has lost mo-
mentum this year, partly because
of the lingering effects of 11 inter-
est rate hikes by the inflation
fighters at the Federal Reserve in
2022 and 2023 and partly because
President Donald Trump’s poli-
cies, including his trade wars,
have created uncertainty that
leaves managers reluctant to make
hiring decisions.

So far in 2025, the economy
has generated 85,000 new jobs a
month, down from 1,68,000 last
year and an average 4,00,000 a
month during the hiring boom of
2021-2023 as the United States
roared back from COVID-19
lockdowns.

“The labour market is showing
signs of cracking,” said Heather
Long, chief economist at Navy
Federal Credit Union. “It’s not a
red siren alarm yet, but the signs
keep growing that businesses are
starting to cut workers.”

The Labour Department re-

ported Thursday that the number
of Americans applying for unem-
ployment benefits — a proxy for
layoffs — rose last week to the
highest level since June, though
the number of claims remained
within a healthy range.

The outplacement firm Chal-
lenger, Gray & Christmas said
Wednesday that US-based em-
ployers have announced more
than 8,92,000 jobs cuts this year
through August, more than the
7,61,000 reported for all 12
months of 2024.

In a sign that US hiring gains
are limited and fragile, nearly 80
per cent of new private sectors
jobs this year have been created in
just one industry: healthcare and
social assistance, a Labour De-
partment category that spans hos-
pitals to daycare centres.

After seeing the weak July jobs
numbers, Trump fired Erika
McEntarfer, head of the Bureau of
Labour Statistics, baselessly
claiming the hiring report had
been rigged to hurt him politi-
cally.

He has nominated a partisan
idealogue, E J Antoni, to replace
her. But for now, pending An-

toni’s confirmation by the Senate,
the jobs report is in the hands of
the acting BLS commissioner,
William Wiatrowski, a career
Labour Department official.

Economists and others fa-
miliar with how the jobs num-
bers are collected have
expressed confidence that
Labour Department procedures
will keep the data safe from
political interference.

What set Trump off a month
ago wasn’t the July hiring or un-
employment figures. It was BLS
revisions, which shaved a stun-
ning 2,58,000 jobs off May and
June payrolls and slashed average
monthly hiring from May through
July to a mere 35,000.

The revisions are standard prac-
tice, and necessary because many
companies surveyed by the gov-
ernment submit their responses
late or correct what they’ve al-
ready sent in.

Government economists are
also contending with a big drop in
the share of companies that re-
spond to the surveys. A decade
ago, about 60 per cent of compa-
nies surveyed responded. Now
only about 40 per cent do.(AP)
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Teachers hailed as nation-builders; Governor stresses reforms, values and skill-based learning in education

Governor confers State Awards on 40teachers in Arunachal Pradesh

HT Correspondent
ITANAGAR, Sept 5: The Gover-
nor of Arunachal Pradesh, Lt Gen-
eral KT Parnaik, (Retd), presented
the State Awards for Teachers at a
ceremony held at the Golden Ju-
bilee Banquet Hall here on Teach-
ers’ Day.

A total of 40 educators, includ-
ing Principals, a Headmistress,
Post Graduate Teachers (PGTSs),
Trained  Graduate  Teachers
(TGTs), Physical Education Teach-
ers (PETSs), and Primary Teachers
(PRTs), were honoured for their
outstanding contributions to the
field of education.

The awardees represented both
government and government-aided
private schools across the state.

According to an official state-
ment, the Governor lauded the
teaching community as “true na-
tion-builders, shaping young
minds and the very destiny of our
society.”

He congratulated the award win-
ners, describing the honour as
recognition of their sincere service
to education as well as a source of
inspiration for nurturing a genera-
tion equipped with knowledge,
values, and wisdom.

He expressed confidence that
through  their ~ commitment,
Arunachal Pradesh would nurture
enlightened intellectuals, able
minds, and healthy bodies to lead

the state towards greater progress
and pride.

Reflecting on the state of educa-
tion, the Governor underlined the
need to align curriculum, teaching
methods, and assessment with the
demands of the times.

“There is a compelling need to
modulate the system in keeping
with the times. The curriculum we
choose, the teaching methods, and
assessments should be aligned for
developing ‘capacity’ and not just
for clearance or qualifying in a
test,” he said.

The Governor stressed that stu-
dents must learn to apply and re-
flect rather than merely retain and
reproduce information.

“They must learn the context
and not just the content. They
should enter higher education with
a structure and not just memory,”
he observed.

He cautioned against an
overemphasis on rote learning,
noting that cycles of examination
preparation and memorisation
could lead to performance anxiety
instead of nurturing judgment, dis-
cipline, and creativity.

On examinations, he argued that
assessments should test reasoning
ability and creative thinking, not
rely solely on single-day formats
that impose artificial pressure.

“A nation cannot innovate and
evolve if classrooms follow a sta-

tus quo mentality,” he remarked,
urging teachers to encourage in-
quisitiveness and  teamwork
among students.

In his address to the teaching
community, the Governor advised
them to update their knowledge
beyond textbooks, to use practical
examples in teaching, to encourage
curiosity, and to provide care and
guidance for weaker students.

He highlighted the importance
of discipline, personal conduct,
and value-based education, calling
on teachers to instill virtues, good
habits, and a spirit of cooperation
in their pupils.

Lt Gen Parnaik also placed spe-
cial emphasis on girls’ education,

Special Executive Magistrate Court convened
for the first time in Keyl Panyor District

health and fitness for both students

and teachers, career guidance, and
instilling in youth a strong sense of
duty.

He said education was the back-
bone of a progressive society, and
stressed that digital learning, smart
classrooms, and localized content
could help take education to the re-
motest corners of the state.

He added that skill-based learn-
ing must complement academics,
especially in areas such as hy-
dropower, agriculture, tourism, in-
formation  technology, and
traditional crafts.

Referring to the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020, the Gov-
ernor said it provided a roadmap

Likha Saaya urges youth to embrace hard
work, self-employment and reject drugs

HT Correspondent

for flexible, multidisciplinary, and
skill-oriented learning.

“If we implement it with sincer-
ity, we can bridge gaps and prepare
our students for the future,” he
said.

On the occasion, the Governor
also released value education text-
books for Classes IlI, 1V, and V,
published by the State Council of
Educational Research and Train-
ing.

He said that the commemoration
of Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan’s
birth anniversary through the State
Award for Teachers was a re-
minder that “the strength of tomor-
row lies in today’s classrooms.”

Advisor to the minister (Educa-
tion) Mutchu Mithi, chief secretary
Manish Kumar, commissioner (ed-
ucation) Amjad Tak, and secretary
(education) Ranphoa Ngowa also
addressed the gathering, acknowl-
edging the dedication of teachers
and their central role in shaping the
future of the state.

Among those honoured were
Sekhum  Ronrang, principal,
Changlang; Yayi Pada Mize, head-
mistress, East Siang; Dajong Ron-
rang, PGT, Changlang; Bhagwan
Lal Singh, PGT, East Siang; Rajen
Sonar, PGT, Lower Siang; Kumud
Ch Deori, PGT, Namsai; Mithlesh
Kumar Pandey, PGT, Namsai;
Pradip Kumar Verma, PGT, Papum
Pare; Nyingak Sunya, PGT, Tirap;

Nabal Dobin, PGT, Upper Suban-
siri; Jamba Lobsang, PGT, West
Kameng; Joje Naksang, PGT, West
Kameng; Manu Degu, PGT,
Lower Dibang Valley; Chaitali
Bhattacharjee, TGT, Itanagar;
Rakesh Kumar Thakur, TGT, East
Siang; Anil Kumar, TGT, Keyi Pa-
nyor; H Nabakantha Singha, TGT,
Lower Subansiri; Barun Kumar,
TGT, Namsai; Rajendra Singh,
TGT, Siang; Wang Thian Hakhun,
TGT, Tirap; Kameshwar Dubey,
TGT, West Siang; Tej Narain
Prasad, TGT, West Siang; Hage
Habung, TGT, Lower Dibang Val-
ley; Shyamal Majumder, TGT
(music), Lohit; Sanjay Kumar,
PET, Changlang; Mrinal Kanti
Tah, PET, West Kameng; Kuber
Yadava, TGT, Kra Daadi; Jai
Chandra Kumar, TGT, Siang; Mu-
dang Sumpi, PRT, ICR; Tanushree
Majumder, PRT, Itanagar; Nan-
gram Kapjik, PRT, Kurung
Kumey; Bhaskar Sharma, PRT,
Lohit; Saroj Singh, PRT, Pakke
Kesang; Mahrukh Dania Neba,
PRT, Upper Subansiri; Vinod
Kumar, PRT, Upper Subansiri;
Moina Megu Lego, PRT, Lower
Dibang Valley; Anand Mohan
Mishra, PGT, VKV, Changlang;
Rajib Konwar, Principal, VKV
Anini, Dibang Valley; Ananjan
Bose, TGT, VKV Oyan, East
Siang; and Satyendra Yadav, PGT,
VKV Seijosa, Pakke Kesang.

Government Bazar
Middle School celebrates
Golden Jubilee

HT Correspondent
DAPORIJO, Sept 5: Government

Bazar Middle School celebrated its
Golden Jubilee on Friday, marking
50 years since its establishment in
September 1975.

Attending the event as chief
guest, local MLA of Daporijo,
Taniya Soki, said the institution
had produced several technocrats,
bureaucrats, and political leaders
over the past five decades.

He stressed the need to restore
the school’s past glory through re-
newed commitment to quality ed-
ucation in line with modern
teaching norms and guidelines.

He added that the present gov-
ernment is giving priority and
fullest attention to the education
sector. Soki also emphasised the
need to recalibrate and improve the
school’s infrastructure to meet
present-day requirements.

Deputy commissioner Tasso
Gambo, who graced the occasion
as guest of honour, urged school
authorities to sincerely discharge
their duties and work with dedica-
tion to improve academic perform-
ance. He also called upon students
to remain sincere and devoted to
their studies to ensure overall ex-
cellence.

The celebration was attended by
alumni of the school, DDSE Pokter
Rime, teachers, students, and other
members of the community.

Khandu congratulates two
national award winning teachers

ITANAGAR, Sept 5: Two educators from
Arunachal Pradesh have been conferred with the

HT Correspondent
YACHULL, Sept 5: In a significant development for
community-based justice and grassroots governance,
the Court of the Special Executive Magistrate was
convened for the first time in Keyi Panyor District
under the authority of Superintendent of Police—cum-—
Special Executive Magistrate Angad Mehta, IPS.

According to an official statement, the court was
held in exercise of powers conferred under Section 15
of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023.

The sitting adjudicated a pending matter in the pres-
ence of the Officer-in-Charge of Yazali Police Station,
Zilla Parishad Members (ZPMs), Gaon Buras repre-
senting both the complainant and the respondent, the
case investigating officer, and the principal parties in-
volved in the dispute.

Presiding in his capacity as Special Executive Mag-
istrate, Angad Mehta emphasised that the initiative re-
flects the administration’s commitment to maintaining
public tranquility, upholding civic order, and ensuring
that disputes are addressed in a fair, lawful, and timely
manner.

The convening of the Special Executive Magistrate
Court is being seen as a crucial step towards decen-
tralising justice delivery mechanisms and making gov-
ernance more responsive at the local level. Officials
said that involving community representatives such as
Gaon Buras, along with elected Zilla Parishad Mem-
bers, ensured that the process remained transparent,
participatory, and rooted in local traditions of dispute
resolution.

The statement noted that such sittings are intended
not only to settle conflicts but also to reinforce trust

between citizens and institutions of law and order.

By bringing administrative, policing, and commu-
nity representatives together in one forum, the court
is expected to play an important role in bridging gaps,
reducing tensions, and resolving disputes before they
escalate.

The establishment of the Special Executive Magis-
trate Court in Keyi Panyor District also reflects the
broader aim of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita, 2023, to strengthen preventive justice and em-
power local authorities to act swiftly in safeguarding
peace and harmony.

Officials added that the administration is committed
to continuing such sittings, thereby institutionalising
a framework of accessible justice that combines statu-
tory authority with grassroots participation. This, they
said, would help foster civic harmony and strengthen
democratic values at the community level.

TRIHMS and NERIST sign MoU to strengthen
academic and research collaboration

ticular and Northeast India in gen-
eral.”

His remarks underscored the
critical role of academic institu-
tions in contributing to regional de-
velopment and building a
knowledge economy.

The official statement added that
the partnership would open av-
enues for joint research projects,
student internships, training mod-
ules, and faculty development ini-
tiatives, creating opportunities for
both institutes to exchange expert-
ise across disciplines.

By integrating medical sciences
with engineering and technology,

the collaboration is expected to en-

ITANAGAR, Sept 5: Former State NCP Presi-
dent and former MLA of Yachuli constituency,
Likha Saaya, on Thursday late evening under-
lined the importance of sincerity, dedication, and
perseverance for achieving success, while cau-
tioning the youth against the growing menace of
drugs.

Speaking as the chief guest at “Sa Re Ga Ma
Pa — Papum Pare, Season 1,” a talent hunt show
held at a city hotel, Saaya told the gathering that
“failure is the pillar of success, and success can-
not be achieved in a single day.”

He stressed that education, training, and prac-
tice are continuous processes and that one day;,
through commitment and hard work, success be-
comes inevitable.

“It is not necessary that everyone should go in
the same direction or opt for the same profes-
sion. It is also not necessary to depend only on
government jobs,” Saaya said.

Urging the youth to pursue self-employment,
he added, “Always try to become a job giver, not
a job seeker. Become self-employed and employ
others in your factory, company, business, or
production house. There, you can be your own
boss and create opportunities for your family
members, friends, relatives, and well-wishers.”

He pointed out that the music industry and
performing arts hold immense potential as ca-
reers.

“Music, dance, drama, and films are also big
industries. But in these fields too, you need hard
work, practice, and patience. There is no dearth

of talent among the youth of our state. Every par-
ent wishes that their children grow up to be good
professionals in music, dance, drama, and film.
| request the State Government to extend more
support to initiatives like Papum Pare Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa, which provide valuable platforms to
showcase our youth’s talent,” Saaya remarked.

Touching upon the pressing issue of drug ad-
diction, the former MLA warned of its destruc-
tive impact.

“Drugs are deadly and they damage the pre-
cious lives of our youth. At the same time, they
create untold problems for families whose mem-
bers fall into addiction. | urge the youth of our
state to stay away from drugs and never compro-
mise with drug abuse or addiction. Instead, join
talent shows, play games, and participate in
sports to remain fit and live a healthy and long
life,” he said.

“My blessings are with all the youth who are
dedicated, hardworking, and committed towards
man-making and nation-building,” Saaya added.

Guest of honour, PPA state general secretary
and chairman of Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Papum Pare,
Tana Doll Tara, and secretary Nabam James also
spoke on the occasion, appreciating the organis-
ers for encouraging young performers through
the programme.

The event was attended by social workers,
youth leaders, student leaders, and other invited
guests. Out of 20 contestants, five participants
were eliminated in the first round, while 15 ad-
vanced to the second elimination stage of the
competition.

National Teachers’ Award this year, drawing
praise from CM Pema Khandu for their exem-
plary contributions to education and society.

Dr Proshanto Kumar Saha, faculty of Psy-
chology at Rajiv Gandhi University, was
recognised for his academic excellence and
social commitment. “For more than 14 years,
Dr Saha has inspired students with his expert-
ise in forensic and neuropsychology, while
also building institutions like the Neuropsy-
chology Lab and supporting child abuse vic-
tims with compassion. His recognition is truly
well-deserved, reflecting both academic bril-
liance and a deep commitment to society,”
Khandu said in a post on X.

Equally inspiring is the journey of Nang Ek-
thani Mounglang, Headmistress of Pachin
Government Secondary School, near here.

Two years ago, the school struggled with a
pass percentage of just 27. Under her leader-
ship, ICT classrooms were introduced, co-cur-
ricular activities were encouraged, and
community participation was strengthened.
The efforts paid off with an 81 per cent pass
rate in 2024 and a landmark 100 per cent re-
sult this year, the first government school in
the state capital to achieve the feat.

Congratulating her, the chief minister said,
“Her extraordinary leadership has now been
recognised with her being conferred the Na-
tional Teachers’ Award, on Teachers’ Day. Con-
gratulations, Ms Mounglang! Your work shows
how one teacher’s vision can transform not just
a school, but an entire community.” (PTI)
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NOTICE

The New KAAC (A/C) buses are ready for its operation. The buses are fully built with A/C
coaches and one bus is equipped with bio-toilet facility. The new service buses will kicked off on 8th
September 2025 and the ticket can be bought or booked via Red-Bus.in or by visiting KAAC counter
located at ISBT, 5th Mile, Chutianala.

Dtd. 04/09/2025

HT Correspondent
NAHARLAGUN, Sept 5: In a
landmark step towards advancing
interdisciplinary learning and re-
search, the Tomo Riba Institute of
Health & Medical Sciences
(TRIHMS), Naharlagun, and the
North Eastern Regional Institute of
Science & Technology (NERIST),
Nirjuli, have formally entered into
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to collaborate in academ-
ics, innovation, research, training,
and exchange programmes for stu-
dents and faculty.

According to an official state-
ment, the MoU was signed at
TRIHMS by Dr Moji Jini, Director
of TRIHMS, and Dr M K Camder,
Registrar of NERIST, in the pres-
ence of Prof Narendranath S, Di-
rector of NERIST, as well as
Deans and senior faculty members
from both institutes.

The signing of the agreement
marked the beginning of what both
institutions described as a “new
chapter” of partnership between
the State’s premier medical and
technology institutions.

The collaboration is designed to
harness the  complementary
strengths of the two institutions—
TRIHMS as the State’s first med-
ical college and a hub for
healthcare learning, and NERIST

as a nationally recognised centre of
excellence in science and technol-
0gy. o .
Together, the institutes aim to
address pressing challenges in
healthcare delivery, promote inno-
vation in medical technology, and
create platforms for students and
researchers to contribute to so-
cially impactful projects.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr
Jini said that the partnership would
serve as “a significant beginning
for the first medical college and
technology institute of the State to
deliver solutions that are impactful
and directly benefit patients and
society.”

He emphasised that interdisci-
plinary cooperation was the need
of the hour, given the rapidly
evolving healthcare environment,
and underlined TRIHMS’s com-
mitment to fostering a culture of
research-driven healthcare deliv-
ery. Prof Narendranath, while
highlighting the need for active en-
gagement, said that “the MoU
should not be just on paper.”

Stressing the importance of ac-
tion-oriented collaboration, he
called upon both institutes to
“come together and accelerate re-
search and innovation that can
shape the future of healthcare de-
livery in Arunachal Pradesh in par-

able solutions in areas such as bio-
medical  devices, healthcare
technology, telemedicine, and in-
novations tailored to the unique
needs of the region.

The MoU also aligns with na-
tional priorities in promoting skill
development, multidisciplinary
learning, and research-driven edu-
cation, as envisioned in the Na-
tional Education Policy (NEP)
2020. Both TRIHMS and NER-
IST affirmed that the collaboration
would not only benefit their re-
spective academic communities
but also contribute to strengthen-
ing the overall healthcare and edu-
cation ecosystem of Arunachal
Pradesh.

Senior faculty members present
at the signing expressed optimism
that the collaboration would foster
innovation-driven teaching and
provide students with exposure to
real-world challenges, thereby
preparing them for future roles in
both healthcare and technology-
driven industries.

The  partnership  between
TRIHMS and NERIST, as the state-
ment highlighted, is an important
milestone in the State’s academic
journey and reflects the broader vi-
sion of integrating knowledge, tech-
nology, and innovation for the
greater good of society.

SL No. | Vehicle No. Time From To Contact No.
i AS-09BC-6238 (A/C | 6.00 AM Guwahati Diphu 7637049978
with Bio-Toilet) 1.30 PM Diphu Guwahati
2. AS-09BC-6239 (A!(C) 6.00 AM Diphu Guwahati 8822417695
12.00 Noon Guwabhati Diphu

N.B:- Enclosed.

Booking Clerk Name & Contact No.

Sri. Prasanta Engti (Booking Clerk)
Contact No. 9395258753

2. Sri. Langtuk Tokbi (Booking Clerk)
Contact No. 8638252773

3. Sri. Moneswar Killing (Booking Clerk)
Contact No. 9365281938

Memo No. KAAC/TRN/Gen. Corress/2010-11/

Sd/-

Executive Engineer (M)
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council

DIPHU
Dtd.

04/09/2025
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Smart teachers more important than smart ¢

NEW DELHI, Sept 5: Smart black-
boards, smart classrooms and other mod-
ern facilities have their own importance
in schools and higher education institu-
tions but the most important thing is
smart teachers, President Droupadi
Murmu said on Friday.

Recalling her time as a teacher, she de-
scribed it to be a very meaningful period
of her life.

Murmu was speaking at the National
Teachers Awards ceremony at Vigyan
Bhawan where she conferred the awards
upon over 60 educators for their exem-
plary contribution to teaching and learn-
ing.

“Smart blackboards, smart classrooms
and other modern facilities have their
own importance. But the most important

arange says Marathas
deserved quota since 1881

thing is smart teachers.... Smart teachers
are the teachers who understand the
needs of their students’ development.
Smart teachers make studies interesting
and effective with affection and sensitiv-
ity.

“Such teachers make students capable
of fulfilling the needs of society and the
nation.. Sensible teachers work to instill
a sense of dignity and security in chil-
dren,” she said.

Murmu noted building the character of
students is the primary duty of a teacher.

“Sensitive, responsible and dedicated
students who follow moral conduct are
better than those students who are only
interested in competition, bookish knowl-
edge and selfishness. A good teacher has
both emotions and intellect. The coordi-
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pacts the students,” she said.

“Children from the poorest of back-

nation of emotions and intellect also im-  grounds can touch the skies of progress

with the power of education. Affectionate
and devoted teachers play the most im-

portant role in giving strength to the
flight of children. The biggest reward for
teachers is that their students remember
them throughout their lives and make
commendable contributions to the family,
society and country,” she added.

The president said that the National
Education Policy aims to make India a
global knowledge superpower.

“For this, our teachers must be recog-
nized as the best teachers in the world.
Our institutions and teachers have to con-
tribute actively in all three areas of edu-
cation - school education, higher
education and skill education. | am con-
fident that our teachers will establish
India as a global knowledge superpower
with their crucial contribution,” she said.

From novel methods of teaching, ded-

assrooms and blackboards: Presicent Murmu

ication to students’ growth to attempts to
enhance learning achievements in diffi-
cult environments, the awardees were
recognised at the annual award cere-
mony.

Ranging from innovative pedagogy to
inspiring first-generation learners, the
awardees played a key role in shaping
young minds across India.

Ahead of the awards, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi interacted with the Na-
tional Award-winning teachers.

In a light-hearted remark, he said that
while teachers usually give homework to
students, he wanted to assign one to
them-to lead campaigns promoting
swadeshi products and strengthen the
“Make in India” and “Vocal for Local”
movements. (PTI)

Modi govt must introduce law for implementing
Article 15(5) in Parl’s Winter session: Cong

NEW DELHI, Sept 5: The Congress on Friday de-
manded that the government must introduce a law for

Bhujbal

CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJI-
NAGAR, Sept 5: Activist Manoj
Jarange on Friday said the Maratha
community, “though eligible for
reservation since 1881”, had not
sought it earlier as it was a progres-
sive group, but now needed quota
to secure the future of its genera-
tions.

Speaking to reporters at a hospi-
tal in Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,
where he was admitted after call-
ing off his five-day hunger strike in
Mumbai, Jarange also accused Ma-
harashtra minister and prominent
OBC leader Chhagan Bhujbal of
not letting others from his group
shine.

“The Maratha community has
been eligible for quota since 1881
(referring to the Hyderabad
gazetteer). Our forefathers were
progressive, so they didn’t avail
themselves of this benefit. But we
must ensure a secure future for the
coming generations. Therefore,
reservation has become a necessity
for us,” he said.

Jarange ended his fast on Tues-
day at the Azad Maidan in south
Mumbai after the Maharashtra
government announced forming a

accused of blocking rise of OBC leaders

=5

committee to issue Kunbi caste
certificates to Marathas with his-
torical evidence of their Kunbi her-
itage, a social group classified as
an Other Backward Class (OBC)
in the state.

The state issued a government
resolution (GR), mentioning the
implementation of the Hyderabad
gazetteer, which has historical ref-
erences concerning the Maratha
community.

Jarange claimed that many peo-
ple had suddenly become “experts”
and were criticising the GR.
“However, they are from our com-

munity and feel for Marathas.
Whatever | thought was incorrect
in the draft of the GR, | got those
changed there (in Mumbai) itself.”
The GR will ensure reservation
for the entire Maratha community
in the Marathwada region, he said,
stressing that any legal challenge
to it won’t succeed in court. Bhu-
jbal has expressed displeasure over
including Marathas under the OBC
category and indicated that he
would mount a legal challenge.
“If there is any mistake or need
for correction, we will do it. But if
someone is creating confusion over

the GR, people should ignore
them,” he said.

The 43-year-old activist also
claimed that the cases registered
against Maratha community mem-
bers during his Azad Maidan
protest will be withdrawn. “Minis-
ters Pratap Sarnaik and Uday
Samant are working on it,” he said.

Nine cases have been registered
against Maratha quota protesters in
six police stations in south Mum-
bai for alleged unlawful assembly
and disobedience of lawful direc-
tions by police and wrongful re-
straint, officials had said earlier.

Jarange also alleged that Bhu-
jbal doesn’t allow other OBC lead-
ers to rise just to “protect his
image”. “He exploits other OBC
leaders and sidelines them. Till he
is there, he won’t let anyone (from
OBC) shine,” claimed the Maratha
activist.

The activist said the Banjara
community has demanded reserva-
tion under the Scheduled Tribes
(ST) category based on the
gazetteer. “If their demand is
genuine, they must get quota.
The poor should not be ex-
ploited,” he added. (PTI)

implementing Article 15(5), which pertains to reserva-
tion for SCs, STs and OBCs in private educational in-
stitutions, in Parliament’s next session.

To buttress its argument, the opposition party cited a
parliamentary committee report which stated that the
SC, ST, and OBC community students are underrepre-
sented in private universities.

Addressing a joint press conference along with Adi-
vasi Congress chief Vikrant Bhuria and party’s OBC
department head Anil Jaihind, Congress’ SC Depart-
ment chief Rajendra Pal Gautam said the number of pri-
vate educational institutions in the country has been
continuously increasing, but due to the non-implemen-
tation of reservations there and lack of money, children
from SC, ST, OBC categories could not get access to
them.

“Due to this, during the Congress government, a law
was made, in which provision was made for reservation
for SC, ST, OBC categories in private higher education
institutes. But people went to court against it and in
2008, a decision came and the decision on reservation
was upheld as correct,” he said.

“Then in another decision in 2011, the court upheld
the decision on reservation in private educational insti-
tutions as correct. Not only that- the Supreme Court also
in 2014 declared this law valid and said it was legally
compliant,” he said. Last year, a committee of Parlia-
ment held discussions with different institutions, after
which it was found that in private educational institu-
tions, only 0.89% students from Scheduled Castes,
0.53% students from Scheduled Tribes, and 11.16% stu-
dents from OBC are there., he said.

Bhuria said that Babasaheb Ambedkar had stated that
if social equality is to be brought about, then the right
to vote and reservation should be there.

“But the people of BJP are stealing both the right to
vote and reservation. This is a conspiracy, under which
government educational institutions are being gradually
closed first, and then the entire education system is
being handed over to private hands,” he alleged.

Today, 11 years have passed, but the Modi govern-
ment has not taken any step on this law made by the
UPA government, he said. Echoing similar views, Jai-
hind said the Congress government had made the law
regarding the implementation of reservation in private
educational institutions and Supreme Court had stated
that this law should be implemented, but the Modi gov-
ernment has been “sitting on it” for 11 years.

“Narendra Modi claims to be an OBC, but the OBC
community has suffered more in these 11 years than
ever before. Not only that—since 2017, Narendra Modi
has not even been able to revise the creamy layer,” he
said.

Citing the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Ed-
ucation’s report to Parliament on August 20, 2025, they
pointed out that it unanimously recommended that the
government pass a law implementing Article 15(5) of
the Constitution. (PTI)

Bhutan PM Tshering Tohgay

visits Ram temple n Ayodnya comes: SC to MCD on ‘Gumti

AYODHYA (UP), Sept 5: Bhutan Prime Minister
Dasho Tshering Tobgay arrived in Ayodhya on Fri-
day morning on a four-hour visit, during which he
offered prayers at the Ram temple and other promi-
nent shrines.

Tobgay landed at the Ayodhya airport around
9:30 am by a special Indian Air Force plane. He
was given a red-carpet welcome by the district ad-
ministration and was received by Uttar Pradesh
Minister Surya Pratap Shahi, Ayodhya Mayor
Girish Pati Tripathi, MLA Ved Prakash Gupta along
with senior administrative and police officials.

From the airport, his convoy travelled through
the Allahabad and Lucknow-Gorakhpur highways
to reach the Ram temple. Strict security arrange-
ments were in place with PAC, CRPF, SSF, Civil
Police, ATS and STF personnel deployed across the
city. Officials said both the Prime Minister’s Office
and the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister’s Office
closely monitored the visit.

Tobgay had ‘darshan’ at the Ram Lalla temple,
Hanumangarhi and other prominent temples in Ay-
odhya. A special lunch was also organised in his ho-
nour, officials added. (PTI)

Clean energy just 6.1 pc of Him

You will clean it in 2 hours If dignitary

NEW DELHI, Sept 5: “You will clean it in
two hours if a dignitary is coming”, the
Supreme Court has said as it slammed the
MCD for its inaction in maintaining cleanli-
ness around the Lodhi-era monument “Gumti
of Shaikh Ali” in Defence Colony area in the
national capital.

Directing the MCD commissioner to hold
officers accountable, a bench of Justices Ah-
sanuddin Amanullah and S V N Bhatti told
him to submit an action plan to deal with the
gaps shown by the court commissioner.

“If a dignitary is coming, you will clean it
in two hours and keep the area spick and span.
Is this the respect you show to our orders? It
is very difficult to restrain ourselves but is this
the way you behave? Is there any ego issue
that you say the archaeology department will
do?” the bench observed on September 4.

The top court also directed the municipal
body to depute a senior official to monitor
the situation on a day-to-day basis and to
share the details of the officer with the sen-

ior advocate Gopal Sankaranarayanan who
has been appointed court commissioner in
the matter.

Examining a report submitted by Sankara-
narayanan, who visited the site on \Wednesday,
the court found non-compliance of its orders.

It then summoned the MCD commissioner
and directed him to appear by 3 pm

“We find that there is too much of a com-
munication gap between the court and the
MCD. We would thus like the commissioner
of the MCD to be personally present in the
court at 3 pm so that whatever order the Court
passes is in his presence so that it is taken in
the right spirit,” the bench said.

The top court continued, “We have been
constrained to pass this order as we have been
giving sufficient leverage and latitude to the
MCD to come clean by showing its bonafide
but we find that our hopes have been dashed
by the conduct and the stand taken by the
MCD.”

When the commissioner appeared he sub-

of Shaikh Alr’

mitted there was some communication gap as
regards the cemented portion and assured that
it will be removed.

The court then posted the matter for Sep-
tember 18 and sought a report MCD on offi-
cers responsible for disobeying its orders and
the action taken in this regard.

The apex court had previously ordered the
park inside the Lodhi-era monument “Gumti
of Shaikh Ali” premises not to be used for the
construction of badminton or basketball
courts.

The top court then directed the Delhi gov-
ernment to issue a fresh notification to declare
the Lodhi-era monument “Gumti of Shaikh
Ali” a protected monument under law. The
dispute over the monument surfaced when the
top court directed the Defence Colony resi-
dent welfare association to vacate its struc-
tures and pay < 40 lakh to the archaeology
department of the Delhi government as com-
pensation for occupying the historical place
since the 1960s. (PTI)

NFR extends periodicity of
three pairs of special trains

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 5: The Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR)
has extended the services of three pairs of festival special trains
to meet the additional rush of passengers during the upcoming
festive season.

According to an official statement, each of these trains will
operate for 13 additional trips in both directions with their ex-
isting days of service, timings, composition, and stoppages.

The move is expected to benefit passengers on waiting lists
of other trains on the same routes.

As per the extension, Train No 09189 (Mumbai Central-Kati-
har) Special will run from October 4 to December 27, 2025.

In the return direction, Train No. 09190 (Katihar—Mumbai
Central) Special will operate from October 7 to December 30,
2025. Train No 05638 (Silchar—Naharlagun) Special will run
from October 6 to December 29, 2025, while Train No. 05637
(Naharlagun-Silchar) will operate from October 7 to December
30, 2025.

Similarly, Train No 05628 (Agartala—Guwahati) Special has
been extended to run from October 2 to December 25, 2025.

In the return direction, Train No 05627 (Guwahati-Agartala)
Special will operate from October 3 to December 26, 2025.

Details of stoppages and timings are available on the IRCTC
website and NFR’s social media platforms. Passengers have been
advised to verify the details before undertaking their journey.
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NEW DELHI, Sept 5: Despite holding
“immense renewables potential”, clean
energy accounts for only 6.1 per cent of
the total primary energy supply in the
countries of the Hindu Kush Himalayas,
including India, with hydropower remain-
ing “hugely underexploited”, a new re-
port said on Friday.

The assessment by the International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Develop-
ment (ICIMOD), launched at the Asia-
Pacific Clean Energy Week in Bangkok,
said 635 gigawatts of the 882 GW of
identified hydropower potential in
Afghanistan, Bhutan, Bangladesh, China,
India, Myanmar, Nepal and Pakistan lie
in the HKH rivers. Only 49 per cent of
this has been tapped.

Non-hydro clean energy potential
(solar and wind) in the region stands at 3
terawatts, the report said.

While the combined renewable energy
targets of the HKH countries amount to
1.7 terawatts as per their climate pledges,
the renewable energy potential within the
region alone is over 3.5 terawatts.

Bhutan and Nepal generate all their
electricity from renewables, while fossil
fuels dominate in other HKH countries:
98 per cent in Bangladesh, 77 per cent in
India, 76 per cent in Pakistan, 67 per cent
in China and 51 per cent in Myanmar.

Biofuels and waste make up an “alarm-
ingly high” share of primary energy in
four countries: two-thirds in Nepal, half
in Myanmar and one quarter in Bhutan
and Pakistan. This means these countries
continue to rely on wood, crop residues
and dung for cooking and heating, with
serious health and air quality impacts.

The study warned that climate change
is disrupting hydropower through water

variability, extreme weather and infra-
structure damage. Glacial lake outburst
floods and other events pose “major
risks” to existing and planned projects,
with nearly two-thirds vulnerable to gla-
cier floods alone.

It stressed the need to integrate disaster
risk strategies into renewables, adding
that multipurpose dams cannot alone ad-
dress growing risks of mega-floods or
water wastage. The report recommended
exploring “dams equivalents” which
means measures such as efficient irriga-
tion, urban water storage and adoption of
solar and wind. The study flagged multi-
ple barriers to renewables, including high
costs, limited public finance, lack of pri-
vate investment, technology gaps, land
constraints and the absence of updated
regulatory frameworks.

“We have extraordinary renewables
potential within our region, as well as, in
India and China, two of the world’s pio-
neers in clean energy,” said coordinating
lead author Avishek Malla.

“Building on this amazing competitive
advantage that Asia now holds in renew-
ables represents a tremendous opportu-
nity to turbocharge green economic
growth, while lifting people out of
poverty, and meeting our ambitious emis-
sions-reductions targets,” he said.

Malla said it is crucial that countries
think beyond trade to truly seize the op-
portunity renewables hold for the HKH
region, however they need investment in
infrastructure and a massive uptick in
south-south skills and technology ex-
change. (PTI)

Hitting back, Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar

guestioned as to why the BJP

BENGALURU, Sept 5: Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on Friday
defended the decision on going back to
ballot paper for local body polls, saying
that it was made “based on experience”.

The Congress government in Kar-
nataka on Thursday decided to recom-
mend to the State Election Commission
(SEC) to hold all the future panchayat
and urban local body polls in the state
using ballot paper instead of Electronic
\oting Machines (EVMs).

“Qur intention is to use ballot paper.
Based on our experience, we have de-
cided that the ballot paper should be
there. There are examples where several
countries have returned to ballot paper
from EVMs,” Siddaramaiah told re-
porters here on Friday.

While briefing the cabinet decision on
Thursday, Law and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister H K Patil had cited erosion of
confidence and credibility, among people
towards EVMs, as the reason for the de-
cision.

The Cabinet has also decided to autho-
rise the state election commission to
“prepare, revise and, if necessary, redo”
the electoral rolls for local body polls,
citing discrepancies in electoral rolls and
allegations of “vote theft”.

Taking a swipe at the Congress gov-
ernment in Karnataka, the opposition
BJP on Friday claimed the state cabinet’s
decision to use ballot papers instead of
EVMs in the next local body polls
amounted to “self-certifying” that the

%y

ruling party came to power through “vote
theft.”Urging the 136 Congress MLAs
elected in the 2023 Assembly polls and
the nine Congress MPs from the state to
resign first, BJP state president B Y Vi-
jayendra said, “Let them win the elec-
tions again using ballot paper, or accept
that they came to power through vote
theft.”

Hitting back, Deputy Chief Minister D
K Shivakumar questioned as to why the
BJP is worried or horrified?

“It is the decision of the Karnataka
government, why is the BJP worried?
The government can hold local body
polls, there are provisions in law, which

Is worried or horrified

was enacted during their (BJP) tenure,
saying that either ballot or EVM (can be
used). Our government has decided to
use ballot paper during local body polls,
why are you (BJP) horrified?” he asked
while speaking to reporters here.

Comparing BJP’s opposition to
“thief’s mind is a mess”, the Deputy CM
said, “We have investigated what hap-
pened during the parliament election, |
don’t want to discuss it now.”

Noting that this decision of the state
government regarding ballot paper is for
local body polls, he said, the Central
Election Commission will decide for As-
sembly and Parliament polls.

Asked whether it will be ballot paper
for the upcoming polls to five corpora-
tions in Bengaluru, Shivakumar, who is
also in-charge Minister for Bengaluru,
said, “The government’s decision is for
local body polls.”

After its loss in Assembly polls in
states like Haryana and Maharashtra, the
Congress has expressed doubts about the
EVM’s infallibility and the election out-
come. It has demanded a return to the
paper ballot.

Amid a row over the revision of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi had recently alleged that
elections are being “stolen” in India and
claimed that his party has figured out the
modus operandi of the “vote theft” by
studying a Lok Sabha constituency in
Karnataka, which had resulted in a huge
political controversy. (PTI)
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Agreements signed with Kuki-Zo groups  Patton calls for BJP govt formation
In 2028 assembly polls

will be hor

IMPHAL, Sept 5: Manipur Chief
Secretary Puneet Kumar Goel on
Friday said that agreements signed
with Kuki-Zo groups will be hon-
oured, while asserting that the gov-
ernment was making all efforts to
restore normalcy in the ethnic
strife-torn state.

Two prominent Kuki-Zo groups
on Thursday signed a suspension
of operations (SoO) agreement
with the government on re-negoti-
ated terms and conditions under
which they agreed on maintaining
territorial integrity of Manipur, re-
locating designated camps away
from vulnerable areas and working
for a solution to bring lasting peace
and stability in the state.

Besides, civil society group
Kuki-Zo Council (KZC) decided
to “reopen” the Dimapur-Imphal
National Highway-2 for free
movement of commuters and es-
sential goods.

Speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of a Teachers’ Day func-
tion in Imphal, Goel said, “The
government is making all efforts to
bring back normalcy in Manipur.
Everything is on the paper... what-
ever agreement has been signed
will be honoured.”

KZC’s decision to reopen the
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highway came after a series of
meetings between its representa-
tives and officials of the Ministry
of Home Affairs in New Delhi.

KZC has given a commitment to
cooperate with central security
forces to maintain peace along the
Dimapur-Imphal highway, offi-
cials said.

Its decision, however, has been
condemned by several Kuki civil
rights and armed organisations that
iterated that “Meiteis will not be
allowed to enter Kuki-majority
areas”.

The Village Volunteers Co-ordi-
nation Committee (Eastern, South-
ern and Western Zone) condemned
the “unilateral decision” of KZC

and claimed it was taken “without
any consultation with the general
public or the primary stakeholders
directly affected by the ongoing
conflict”.

“There shall be no free move-
ment for the Meitei community
within the Kuki-Zo territories until
a separate administrative arrange-
ment for the Kuki-Zo people is
granted,” it said.

Militant outfit United Kuki Na-
tional Army (UKNA) also ex-
pressed strong resentment over
KZC’s decision.

UKNA, a non-signatory to SoO
pact, said no discussion and peace
agreement should be signed till the
demands for separate administra-
tion are met.

The outfit also gave a five-day
ultimatum to the KZC leaders
seeking an explanation, failing
which it warned it will “take its
own course of action”.

KZC, on the other hand, asserted
that the question of “reopening”
NH-2 does not arise, as the road
was never closed or blocked, and
cautioned that its decision must not
be misinterpreted as an endorse-
ment of unrestricted or free move-
ment across the Meitei and Kuki
areas.

oured: Manipur chief secretary

Officials said that the signing of
the SoO agreement with the Kuki
National Organisation (KNO) and
United People’s Front (UPF) on
Thursday is set to have a positive
impact on peace efforts in Ma-
nipur.

The move comes ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s likely
visit to Manipur next week, the
first since ethnic violence broke
out between the Meiteis and Kukis
in May 2023, claiming over 260
lives and rendering thousands
homeless. However, there has been
relative peace in Manipur in the
last few months.

Meanwhile, a tribal rights organ-
isation in Churachandpur district
has said it will hold a public rally
on Saturday to demand justice for
the killings of community mem-
bers during the ethnic strife in the
state. Kuki Women Organisation
for Human Rights (KWOHR) will
organise a public rally from 11.30
am in the Churachandpur district
headquarters, a statement issued by
the rights body said.

The rally will start from Koite
Playground and end at the Wall of
Remembrance at Tuibong, cover-
ing a distance of nearly 6.5 km, it
said. (PTI)

In Nagalanc

DIMAPUR (NAGALAND), Sept
5: Senior BJP leader Y Patton on
Friday called for contesting all 60
assembly seats in Nagaland in the
2028 elections and forming the
party’s government in the state.

Addressing the BJP Nagaland
state executive meeting cum or-
ganisational workshop in Dimapur,
Patton, the deputy chief minister,
called upon the party’s legislators
and workers to work with sincerity
to achieve the goal of forming the
party’s government in the state.

“We want to see a BJP govern-
ment in Nagaland,” Patton, the BJP
legislature party leader, said.

Referring to the current seat-
sharing arrangement with the rul-
ing NDPP, he questioned, “How
long can we continue sharing seats
with others?”

He called upon party workers to
aim big.

In both the 2018 and 2023 as-
sembly polls, the BJP contested
only 20 seats in an agreement with
the ruling Nationalist Democratic
Progressive Party (NDPP).

Patton questioned why the party
should limit itself.

“Is there any resolution stating
that the BJP cannot contest more
than 20 seats or win more than
12?” he wondered.

He emphasised the need to em-
power grassroots workers, stating,
“It is because of the karyakartas
that we are here today.”

Patton urged elected members to
engage not just in their own con-
stituencies but across all the 60
seats, adding that the strength and
reach of the BJP in Nagaland will
depend on collective effort.

Calling for unity, he said internal
criticism must be set aside to
achieve the shared goal of forming
a BJP-led government in the state.

State BJP president Benjamin
Yepthomi, in his keynote address,
said, “Our greatest asset is our
karyakartas -- the ordinary men
and women who work day and
night for the party and the nation.”

He called upon workers to make
the BJP a household name in the
state.

“As we discuss our resolutions,
strategies, and organisational
plans, let us rise above all differ-
ences and work with unity of pur-
pose,” Yepthomi added. (PTI)

Tripuraworking to reduce DA gap with centre: CM 10 arrested with brown sugar from 2 Manipur districts
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HT Correspondent
AGARTALA, Sept 5: Tripura Chief
Minister Manik Saha on Friday an-
nounced that the state government is
working to set up a Women’s University
to empower the women of the state.

He also announced that the present gov-
ernment has been trying to reduce the gap
in DA between Central and state govern-
ment employees.

Saha said this while addressing the 64th
Teachers’ Day 2025 programme at Ra-
bindra Satabarshiki Bhavan.

”You may go into other professions for

Dimapur policerescue  Revisd quicelins for

the sake of money, but teachers have cho-
sen teaching profession out of passion and
responsibility. Taking charge of the future
generation, you have joined this noble
profession. Teachers are like the roots of
a tree, while students are the branches,
fruits, and flowers who receive nourish-
ment from them. Because of teachers, the
country and the nation progress, as the
foundation is very important. Teachers
build this foundation through sacrifice,”
said Saha.

He also said that before entering the
classroom, teachers always try to give
something new to students.

”In the teaching profession, mental,
physical, and emotional energy is neces-
sary. Teachers are inventors who instill
knowledge and values in students. Teach-
ers make students’ lives shine. They are
the backbone of a nation, and people de-
pend on them. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has introduced the National Educa-
tion Policy, which has been implemented
in Tripura as well. New initiatives have
also been introduced. Our government is
working to bring in new reforms and re-
cruit the best teachers through a transpar-

LP in Dimapur, Chumoukedima, Niu

ent process,” said Saha.

Saha, who is also the Education Minis-
ter of the state, said that the present gov-
ernment has opened three new
government colleges.

Under the Mukhyamantri Kanya At-
manirbhar Yojana, female students have
been provided with scooters to encourage
them in pursuing higher education.

“We must work for the progress of
girls. For that, we have waived fees for
girl students in government colleges. Our
state government is also working to set up
a Women’s University to empower girls.
Many universities have expressed their
desire to open campuses in Tripura as
peace now prevails here. We are trying to
develop the state into an education hub.
MBBS seats have also been increased
along with the establishment of Dental
and Nursing colleges,” he said.

He informed that earlier people had to
join protest rallies for DA and DR.

”However, we have given 29%, and
now the total DA and DR stand at 32%.
In the coming days, we are trying to re-
duce the DA and DR gap with the Central
government,” he added.

IMPHAL, Sept 5: Security forces have
arrested 10 people from Manipur’s Chu-
rachandpur and Senapati districts and re-
covered brown sugar worth over ¥ 1
crore from their possession, police said

on Friday. Four persons were appre-
hended from Lamjang area in Chu-
rachandpur district on Wednesday with
1.5 kg of brown sugar concealed in 122
soap cases, they said. The security forces

also arrested six people, including a
woman, from Tadubi Check Post in
Senapati district on Wednesday and re-
covered 2.1 kg of brown sugar from their
possession, a police officer said. (PTI)

abaucted man arrest7

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, Sept 5: Dimapur po-
lice rescued a man, who was ab-
ducted on September 2, and
arrested seven accused involved
in the abduction.

Dimapur DCP (crime), in a re-
lease, said the Dimapur West PS
launched an operation after re-
ceiving an FIR from Rahul
Jaiswal of Old Sewak Road,
Dimapur, that his father Prabhu
Prasad was abducted by one
Amith Hussain Barbhuiya on Sep-
tember 2. During the course of in-
vestigation, the West PS duty
personnel, along with a special
operation team, arrested the ac-
cused Amith Hussain Barbhuiya
from Apple Inn Eros Lane here on
September 3.

Following his revelation, the
police, along with Indian Reserve
personnel, rescued the victim
from Lotovi village area in Dima-
pur and also apprehended six
other accused Pukhaho (36), a
self-styled captain of NNC/FGN,
Don H Swu (23), a self-styled
secretary of NNC/FGN, Akavi
Chishi (38), a self-styled presi-
dent of NNC/FGN, Amith Hus-
sain Barbhuiya (32) and two
juveniles.

The two juveniles were handed
over to juvenile police officer,
who forwarded them to the Juve-
nile Justice Board for further nec-
essary action.

Tripura set to sign MoU with REC Limited

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, Sept 5: The Dimapur district ad-

ministration has revised guidelines for issuance
and regulation of the inner line permit (ILP)
under Dimapur district.

The new guidelines will also cover Chu-
moukedima and Niuland districts.

In a notification, deputy commissioner Tino-
jongshi Chang said the new framework cate-
gorises ILP under different sections, including
floating population, transporters, labourers, pri-
vate sector employees, teachers, priests and
nuns, students, non-teaching staff, domestic
helpers, traders, business partners, dependents
of ILP holders, and tourists, both domestic and
foreign.

For the floating population, which includes
shoppers, patients, and parents or relatives
dropping off students, no fee will be levied,
and permits will be issued for 30 days at des-
ignated counters.

Daily wage labourers and street vendors
from adjoining towns and villages will be
charged % 50 for a one-month permit or ¥ 100
for a six-month permit, short of a day.

Transporters, including drivers and handy-

Over 5,000 teachers recruited in
last seven years: Tripura CM

AGARTALA, Sept 5: Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Saha on Friday said the state government has appointed
over 5,000 teachers in the past seven years. The chief min-
ister, who also holds the Education portfolio, said this
while addressing the state-level teachers’ day programme.

“The state government has recruited 19,800 employees
of various categories during the past seven years out of
which 5,215 are teachers. The government wants to recruit
quality teachers for imparting quality education in gov-

ernment schools”, he said. (PTI)

men, will pay an entry tax of ¥ 50 for near des-
tinations and % 100 for longer routes.

Agriculture labourers and other categories
of workers such as masons, artisans, plumbers,
electricians, and construction workers will be
issued ILP valid for 165 days at % 300, with re-
newal subject to justification and verification.

Employers acting as guarantors will be re-
stricted to sponsoring 100 labourers, beyond
which special reasons will be required.

For private sector employees, including
those in banks, LPG outlets, petroleum, indus-
trial, and manufacturing units, permits will be
valid for one year at ¥ 1,000, with renewal at
T 500.

Teachers will receive ILPs for three years at
¥ 1,500, renewable at ¥ 1,000, while priests and
nuns will also receive a three-year permit at ¥
1,500 with a renewal fee of ¥ 500.

Students will be exempted from paying
fees, with validity set up to five years or until
completion of their course. Non-teaching
staff, domestic helpers, and drivers will re-
quire a guarantor from the employer, with
fees fixed at ¥ 1,000 per year and renewals
at ¥ 500.

Nagaland's ruling NDPP
to discuss proposal for
merger with NPF

KOHIMA, Sept 5: Nagaland’s
ruling Nationalist Democratic
Progressive Party (NDPP) on Fri-
day said it will soon deliberate on
a proposal for a possible merger
with the Naga People’s Front
(NPF).

In a statement issued by
NDPP’s media and communica-
tion committee, the party, how-
ever, clarified that no decision has
been taken yet, and dismissed re-
ports suggesting that the merger
under the NPF’s ‘cock’ symbol

for power infrastructure projects

HT Correspondent
AGARTALA, Sept 5: The Tripura Power De-
partment is expected to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with REC Limited to
implement power infrastructure projects in the
state.

REC Limited, formerly known as Rural
Electrification Corporation Limited, is a ‘Ma-

haratna’ public sector company under the Min-
istry of Power, Government of India. It is reg-
istered with the RBI as a Non-Banking
Finance Company (NBFC), Public Financial
Institution (PFI), and Infrastructure Financing
Company (IFC), and is engaged in financing
and promoting power projects across India.

Tripura Power Secretary Abhishek Singh,
IAS, recently visited the REC Corporate Of-
fice in Gurugram to explore collaborative op-
portunities in the power sector.

During his visit, he toured the REC Experi-
ence Centre, which features interactive instal-
lations highlighting REC’s achievements and
its vision for funding a greener future.

Speaking to this publication, Singh said,
“We will be partnering with REC to advance
power infrastructure projects in Tripura. We
expect the MoU to be signed within a month.”

had already been finalised.

“As a registered and recognised
political party under the Election
Commission of India, the NDPP
is guided by its constitution and
democratic principles. The matter
will be taken forward only after
proper discussions within the
party framework,” the statement
said. It added that since the pro-
posal was submitted only recently,
a meeting of the central executive
board (CEB) will be convened
soon to discuss it in accordance
with the party’s constitution.

Urging the public and media to
avoid speculation, the party stated,
“Till such time an official decision
of the NDPP is issued, all specu-
lations and doubts be kindly laid
to rest.” (PTI)
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69,AP00673669,AP00673742,AP00674354,AP00675318,AP00675491,AP00675932,AP00676776,AP00676799,AP00676874,AP00678474,AP00678850,A
P00679762,AP00681962,AP00682085,AP00682903,AP00682923,AP00683016,AP00683397,AP00683494,AP00683533,AP00683751,AP00684241,AP006
84422,AP00684848,AP00684969,AP00685294,AP00685486,AP00685562,AP00685743,AP00686071,AP00686384,AP00686396,AP00686412,AP0068693
0,AP00687156,AP00687230,AP00687397,AP00687492,AP00687908,AP00688434,AP00688626,AP00688751,AP00688816,AP00689631,AP00689802,AP
00690672,AP00690932,AP00691831,AP00692758,AP00693110,AP00693273,AP00693299,AP00693490,AP00693504,AP00705646,AP00711540,
AP00711979,AP00712147,AP00714624,AP00715092,AP00720719,AP00725619,AP00727419

Tezpur Branch, Address :Tezpur, SBFC Finance Limited, Db Mart, Tezpur, N.C. Road, P.O. + P.S. - Tezpur, Dist - Sonitpur, Pin - 784001, State Assam,
AP00346407,AP00346574,AP00370345,AP00390794,AP00422411,AP00448949,AP00490715,AP00502654,AP00503113,AP00516668,AP00576634,AP00
594328,AP00606794,AP00615107,AP00618424,AP00624623,AP00626377,AP00639089,AP00649528,AP00650507,AP00653832,AP00655487,AP006557
23,AP00655776,AP00660521,AP00660930,AP00661437,AP00661785,AP00661922,AP00662387,AP00662482,AP00662660,AP00662902,AP00662915,A
P00662925,AP00662947,AP00663100,AP00663197,AP00663335,AP00663409,AP00664741,AP00665232,AP00668231,AP00668286,AP00672218,
AP00673207,AP00674431,AP00674632,AP00674835,AP00674848,AP00675174,AP00679638,AP00679653,AP00682444,AP00684010,AP00684395,
AP00684671,AP00684854,AP00686939,AP00687495,AP00687538,AP00688329,AP00688474,AP00689480,AP00690073,AP00692334,AP00694 154, AP00694903,
AP00695314,AP00735464

Tinsukia Branch, Address :Tinsukia, SBFC Finance Limited, 1st Floor, S.R. Lohia Road, Near Atc Mall, Dist - Tinsukia, Pin - 786125 ,
AP00192644,AP00194497,AP00209215,AP00211027,AP00273540,AP00293257,AP00293451,AP00303641,AP00313305,AP00341258,AP00346270,
AP00352651,AP00386141,AP00522456,AP00559704,AP00625404,AP00638024,AP00639398, AP00650039,AP00657143,AP00661082,AP00662240,AP00
662337,AP00662413,AP00662434,AP00662532,AP00664046,AP00664147,AP00664498, AP00664889,AP00665532,AP00665998,AP00666541,AP006666
53,AP00666816,AP00667001,AP00667057,AP00667758, AP00670979,AP00671036,AP00671236,AP00671573,AP00671719,AP00671983,AP00672182,
AP00672345,AP00672719,AP00672728,AP00672978,AP00673303,AP00673356,AP00673408,AP00673458,AP00673529,AP00673617,AP00673872,AP00
674039,AP00674192,AP00674537,AP00674676,AP00674983,AP00675070,AP00675134,AP00675179,AP00675502,AP00675525,AP00675538,AP006756
03,AP00676177,AP00676229,AP00676363,AP00676369,AP00676372,AP00676489,AP00678440,AP00678903,AP00679610,AP00681385,AP00681514,A
P00681620,AP00681820,AP00682177,AP00682771,AP00683313,AP00683565,AP00683900,AP00684466,AP00684888,AP00684970,AP00684978,
AP00686270,AP00686778,AP00686874,AP00687659,AP00687673,AP00688137,AP00688733,AP00688852,AP00688876,AP00689575,AP00690124,AP00
690773,AP00690826,AP00692254,AP00692274,AP00692353,AP00692365,AP00692378,AP00692402,AP00692534,AP00693099,AP00693298,AP00694901,
AP00695006,AP00775521

For more details, please contact SBFC Finance Limited Contact Number(s): 1800-102-8012 (SBFC Finance Limited reserves the right to

i‘l SBFC

alter the number of accounts to be auctioned &/ postpone / cancel the auction without any prior notice.)




Page 10 Sept 6_Normal Pages 05-09-2025 20:22 Page 1

THE HILLS TIMES

ENTERTAINMENT

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2025

‘'THE BENGAL FILES’

DIRECTOR ANGUISHED
AS FILM ON 1946
RIOTS NOT RELEASED
IN BENGAL THEATRES

KOLKATA, Sept 5: Director Vivek Agnihotri
on Friday expressed anguish that his latest film,
"The Bengal Files', was not being screened in
theatres across West Bengal on the day of its re-
lease, alleging political pressure and intimida-
tion behind what he called an "unofficial ban."”

The film, concluding part of Agnihotri’s Files
Trilogy, revisits the August 1946 Calcutta
killings, which were triggered by the Muslim
League’s call for Direct Action Day, leading to
widespread communal violence, mass casual-
ties, and eventually Mahatma Gandhi's peace
fast at Beleghata.

Regretting that the film cannot be seen in the-
atres in city and state, Agnihotri in a post on X
said, "I know that pain has touched their souls.
It's your film now. #TheBengalFiles is in cine-
mas now. (except WEST BENGAL & Pak-
istan)". In another post, Agnihotri said, “There
was a time when Tagore dreamt of a Bengal

ers."

added.

without fear. In today’s Bengal, the government
has banned ‘The Bengal Files’, the boldest film
ever made on Hindu genocide. Please watch
‘The Bengal Files’ in theaters as your protest. In A
cinemas tomorrow.”

In an open letter addressed to President
Droupadi Murmu on Friday, actor-producer
Pallavi Joshi alleged that theatre owners have
told the makers of the film that they were being
intimidated, threatened, and are refusing to
screen it fearing "violence by ruling party work-

‘The Bengal Files’ unravels the long-sup-
pressed truth of the Hindu genocide of Direct
Action Day, the horrors of Noakhali, and the
trauma of Partition," she said in the letter.

"There is no official ban yet an unofficial ban
silences the film before people can see it," she

In the post accompanying the letter, Agnihotri

;

said that multiplex chains in the state have
refused the film’s release under "political
pressure and threats by the ruling party.”

senior Eastern India Motion Picture As-

sociation official told PTI, "I cannot say
why the film was not being slotted for
screening in any theatres in West Bengal
from today (September 5). It is the discre-
tion of hall owners and multiplex owners."
Navin Chokhani, the owner of Navina in
south Kolkata, told PTI that the theatre is al-

ready under an arrangement to screen

‘Baaghi 4°, while Bengali film ‘Dhumketu’
is also being shown. "For us, showing an-
other film is not possible," he added.

A spokesperson of Menoka cinema said
the theatre is screening ‘The Conjuring: Last
Rites” and the 2024 Bengali hit ‘Bahurupi’,

and has no slot left for “The Bengal Files’.

Kartik, Ananya
wrap shooting for
“Tu Meri Main Tera,
Main Tera Tu Meri’

MUMBAI, Sept 5: Actors Kartik Aaryan and Ananya Panday
have completed shooting for their upcoming film "Tu Meri
Main Tera, Main Tera Tu Meri".

Filmmaker Karan Johar's production banner Dharma Produc-
tions shared the news in a post on Instagram alongside a video
from the film's set. "Lights. Camera. It's A WRAPPPPP! It's
been a journey and more - see you in theatres soon! #TuMeri-
MainTeraMainTeraTuMeri," the studio wrote.

"Tu Meri Main Tera, Main Tera Tu Meri" is directed by
Sameer Vidwans, who earlier helmed Aaryan's 2023 hit
"Satyaprem Ki Katha™.

Aaryan also announced the film's wrap in a post on Insta-
gram, calling the experience an “unforgettable, fun-filled roller-
coaster ride.” "The unforgettable, fun-filled, super-fast
roller-coaster ride of #TuMeriMainTeraMainTeraTuMeri comes
to an end as we wrap the film on Day 57," he wrote.

He expressed gratitude to Vidwans, producers Shareen
Mantri Kedia and Kishor Arora, and lauded co-star Panday for
her performance.

"To my lovely @ananyapanday, thank you for being such a
wonderful Costar. No one else could have brought to life what
you did in TMMT with your presence. It's always pure joy
working with you," Aaryan said. The actor also thanked veter-
ans Jackie Shroff and Neena Gupta, who feature in the movie in
pivotal roles, for their guidance and praised the efforts of the
entire crew. (PTI)

(PTI)

‘Street Fighter’ reboot

goes on floors;

Jammwal makes
debut as Dhalsim

NEW DELHI, Sept 5: Action star
Vidyut Jammwal has been officially
cast in Hollywood studio Paramount
Pictures' upcoming live-action re-
boot of “Street Fighter”.

The film, slated for release on
October 16, 2026, will mark the
Hollywood debut of Jammwal,
known for headlining action movies
such as “Commando” movies,
“Khuda Hafiz” and “Baadshaho”.

Paramount Pictures, in collabora-
tion with Legendary Entertainment
and Capcom, revealed the full cast
on the film's official Instagram han-
dle on Friday. "Secrets don't last
long in the arena—Street Fighter is
now in production. In theaters Octo-
ber 16, 2026. Let the tournament
begin!" read the post.

In the movie, Jammwal will fea-
ture alongside a star-studded cast of
Andrew Koji, Noah Centineo, Jason
Momoa, Callina Liang, Roman

Vidyut

Hollywood

Reigns, Orville Peck, Cody Rhodes,
Andrew Schulz, Curtis “50 Cent”
Jackson and David Dastmalchian.

He will essay the role of Dhalsim,
a yogi with fire-spitting abilities, a
fundamentally peaceful man who
fights to support his family.

Koji will essay the role of Ryu,
Centineo as Ken, Liang as Chun-Li,
Dastmalchian as M. Bison, Rhodes
as Guile, Momoa as Blanka, Jack-
son as Balrog, Peck as Vega, Schulz
as Dan Hibiki, Reigns as Akuma,
and Hirooki Goto as E. Honda.

The project is being directed by
filmmaker Kitao Sakurai, known for
movies such as “Bad Trip” and
“Aardvark”.

“Street Fighter” began as an ar-
cade game from Japanese company
Capcom in 1987 and reached a pop
culture high with 1991's “Street
Fighter 11, which revolutionised
one-on-one playing. (PTI)

ANURAG KASHYAP

SAYS NEW MOVIE
‘NISHAANCHI' IS
NOT ANOTHER
'‘GANGS OF
WASSEYPUR’

MUMBAI, Sept 5: Filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap has said that his
upcoming film "Nishaanchi" is dif-
ferent from his cult classic "Gangs
of Wasseypur" movie as he stressed
that while the 2012 crime saga was
inspired by stories he heard, his lat-
est draws directly from his own life
and upbringing in Kanpur and Luc-
know.

The trailer of "Nishaanchi" was
unveiled earlier this week and since
then, social media has been abuzz
with comparisons to "Gangs of
Wasseypur", which became popular
for its gritty portrayal of gang rival-
ries spanning generations.

"Nishaanchi" follows the inter-
twined lives of twin brothers Babloo
and Dabloo, set against the backdrop
of the Hindi heartland. It stars debu-
tant Aaishvary Thackray in a double
role along with Vedika Pinto,
Monika Panwar, Kumud Mishra, and
Mohd. Zeeshan Ayyub.

Kashyap, however, dismissed the
parallels.

“Back when | made Wasseypur, |
was in the storytelling zone of
Mehboob Khan and K Asif. Sud-
denly due to word of mouth,

'‘Wasseypur' became a cult. Every-
where | went, people were shouting,
‘Wasseypur 3, Wasseypur 3!’

"But '"Wasseypur' is not the whole
of North India, and 'Nishaanchi' is as
different from 'Wasseypur' as Kan-
pur is 840 kms apart from Luc-
know,” the director said in a
statement.

Kashyap, also known for movies
such as "Black Friday", "Dev D",
"Gulaal" and "Mukkabaaz", said the
story of "Nishaanchi" came from
"within me".

"... From the world I grew up in:
Kanpur and Lucknow. Wasseypur,
by contrast, is a story | heard
through someone else. 'Nishaanchi'
brings to life my own memories, hu-
mour, quirks, language, and music:
all inbuilt in me. It’s fictional, but
it’s driven by the joy of language,
the joy of people, and the very atti-
tude of that place,” he added.

Backed by Jar Pictures in associa-
tion with Flip Films, "Nishaanchi" is
written by Kashyap, Prasoon Mishra
and Ranjan Chandel.

Produced by Ajay Rai and Ranjan
Singh, the movie is set for a nation-
wide release on September 19. (PTI)

Comedy feels most alive when
‘shared with an audience: Sunil
Grover ahead of Delhi show

NEW DELHI, Sept 5: “Comedy
feels most alive when shared with an
audience,” says comedian-actor Sunil
Grover, who will return to the stage in
the national capital with his new live
show "Comedy Overload" at Talkatora
Stadium on Saturday. The event will
feature two back-to-back perform-
ances at 2 pm and 7 pm, each lasting
about 100 minutes.

"Comedy Overload" promises to
blend his iconic personas with fresh
acts, offering fans a “joyous celebra-
tion” of his comic talent. Grover, best
known for his much-loved characters
Gutthi, Rinku Bhabhi and Dr. Mashoor
Gulati from "The Kapil Sharma
Show", said his aim with "Comedy
Overload" is to give Delhi audiences a
“joyful evening".

"Performing live is always a special
experience. Comedy feels most alive

when shared with an audience, and
with Comedy Overload, my goal is to
give Delhi a joyful evening where
people can forget their worries and
simply enjoy the magic of laughter.

"I am performing in Delhi after 2
years. My past experience with Delhi
people was truly overwhelming. | am
looking forward to experiencing the
same once again and | hope to de-
liver even better this time," the 47-
year-old actor-comedian said in a
statement.

Having entertained audiences in
India and abroad for more than two
decades, Grover is known for his ob-
servational humour and ability to bring
relatable characters to life.

Tickets for the show are priced be-
tween ¥ 999 and ¥ 4,999 and are avail-
able exclusively on BookMyShow.
(PTI)

I'm slightly frightened of him, was bit on edge: Jim

Zende.

MUMBAI, Sept 5: Actor Jim Sarbh

can do anything," Sarbh said, adding

served his body language and man-

Sarbh on working with Manoj Bajpayee mrnew fillm

says Worklng alongside Manoj Baj-
payee has been both intimidating and
inspiring as he continues to remain in
awe of the senior performer's ability
to transform even the simplest of mo-
ments into something unforgettable.
The two actors share the screen
space in the movie "Inspector
Zende”, which premieres on stream-
ing service Netflix on Friday. It is di-
rected by acclaimed Marathi
actor-turned-filmmaker Chinmay
Mandlekar. The film features Baj-
payee in the titular role of a sharp-
witted cop locked in a tense game of
cat and mouse with Sarbh's charming
yet elusive Carl Bhojraj. It is loosely
inspired by the real-life arrest of no-
torious serial killer Charles Sobhraj
by Mumbai police officer Madhukar

Sarbh says he has been a fan of
Manoj Bajpayee's work for years, re-
calling the impact of his performance
in Anurag Kashyap's crime epic
"Gangs of Wasseypur".

"I'll never forget that scene in
‘Gangs of Wasseypur', when he's pre-
tending to wash the clothes. | was
like, ‘Oh my God, I'm going to watch
everything this man has done'. It was
so funny, and he did it so well. I'm
still slightly frightened of him, and
I'm still a bit on edge about what his
character may do,” the 38-year-old
actor told PTI in an interview.

"I'm amazed how as an actor he is
able to stay completely rooted in the
character, and add these little nuances
that make you suddenly love the
scene and it opens up completely. He

that he is also looking forward to
watching Bajpayee's another upcom-
ing release "Jugnuma".

The actor, who has earned praise
for his roles in “Neerja”, “Padmaa-
vat”, and “Rocket Boys”, said he
watched old footage of Sobhraj to
prepare for his character of serial
killer Carl Bhojraj.

“I watched interviews of the origi-
nal person that it was based on. I got
the lines recorded for me by some-
body who is fluent in French. From
all the interviews, the one definite
factor was that he had a thick French
accent, he intentionally kept it be-
cause it was part of his entire persona
of being this French gentleman busi-
nessman that travelled around,”
Sarbh said, adding that he also ob-

nerisms.

The actor credited the director for
crafting the worlds of Inspector
Zende and Carl Bhojraj in starkly
contrasting ways.

“Chinmay managed to pull it off re-
ally perfectly, where one side is very
serious and intense and it's slowly
dragged into the other person's world,
S0, the person who eventually wins is
the one that likes to laugh together,”
he said. “Inspector Zende” also fea-
tures acclaimed actors from the
Marathi film industry like Sachin
Khedekar, Bhalchandra Kadam, Gir-
ija Oak, Onkar Raut, and Harish Dud-
hade among others.

It is produced by Jay Shewakra-
mani and “Adipurush” director Om
Raut. (PTI)
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India loo

k for all-round show
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agalnst hlna to seal final berth e cran Sam finelinaron

RAJGIR (BIHAR), Sept 5: One
step away from the final, the Indian
men's hockey team will look to
reach its optimal level of efficiency,
when the Harmanpreet Singh-led
side takes on tricky China in its last
Super 4 stage match of the Asia Cup
here on Saturday.

After the disappointing 2-2 draw
against five-time champions South
Korea, India bounced back strongly
to outplay Malaysia 4-1 in their sec-

ond Super 4 match, and the latest re-
sult will give the home team a lot of
confidence heading into the contest
against China.

The convincing win enabled
India to jump to the top of the stand-
ings with four points from two
matches, while both China and
Malaysia have three points each.
Korea are languishing at the bottom
with just one point.

The top two teams from the Super

4s will progress to the summit clash,
and a draw would be enough for
India to seal their place in Sunday's
final. After a subdued outing against
Korea, the Indians played with more
intent and tenacity against Malaysia,
although the start was far from rosy.
The Indians were slow off the
blocks and conceded an early goal
before getting their act together to
stage a remarkable comeback by ex-
celling in all departments of the

game. Speaking after the win
against Malaysia, chief coach Craig
Fulton said the squad is "still not
there™ as far as reaching peak per-
formance was concerned, and the
Indian players know that the expec-
tations from them are high.

The question is how do they live
up to the expectations. The answer
is simple: just raise their game a few
notches by doing the small details
correctly.

So far in the tournament, the mid-
field has been marshalled pretty
well by the likes of veteran Man-
preet Singh, Hardik Singh, Vivek
Sagar Prasad and Rajinder Singh.
Their co-ordination with the for-
wardline was a treat to watch
against Malaysia.

Hardik, in particular, has been a
livewire in the midfield with his fast
dribbling skills and solo runs.

Manpreet has been a workhorse
for Indian hockey for years now and
his performance against Malaysia
proved that he is still hungry for
more. Not only did he create
chances for the forwards, but he also
assisted and scored a goal against
Malaysia.

The trio of Abhishek, Sukhjeet
Singh and Mandeep Singh has been
mighty impressive upfront and
would look to continue the fine
show in the remainder of the tour-
nament. Young Shilanand Lakra,
who is trying to cement his place in
the team after returning from a two-
year injury layoff, too created as
well as scored for his side.

India, however, will have to
utilise their chances more once in-
side the opposition circle and for
that, they will need to remain calm
and composed.

One thing that might worry Ful-
ton a bit is the rate of penalty corner
conversion. After a fine start, skip-
per Harmanpreet looked to have run
out of ideas from set pieces, while
the likes of Jugraj Singh, Sanjay and
Amit Rohidas too found the going
tough. (PTI)

Inter Miami’s Luis Suarez apologizes for on-field
antics after Leagues Cup final loss to Seattle

FORT LAUDERDALE, USA,
Sept 5: Inter Miami forward Luis
Suarez apologized for his behavior
following his team's defeat by the
Seattle Sounders in the Leagues Cup
final earlier this week, antics that be-
came the latest entry on a long list
of on-field transgressions over his
lengthy career.

Suarez — a longtime teammate
of Inter Miami star Lionel Messi —
appeared to spit toward a member of
the Sounders' staff, plus grabbed at
least one Seattle player by the neck
during a postgame melee Thursday.
Major League Soccer and Leagues
Cup officials are investigating, and

Suérez could face sanctions.

“First of all, | want to congratulate
the Seattle Sounders on their
Leagues Cup victory. But above all,
I want to apologize for my behavior
at the end of the match,” Suérez
wrote on Instagram in his native
Spanish. "It was a very tense and
frustrating moment. Things hap-
pened right after the match that
shouldn't have happened, but that
doesn't justify my reaction. | was
wrong and | sincerely regret it.

“It's not the image | want to por-
tray, neither to my family, who are
suffering because of my mistakes,
nor to my club, which doesn't de-

Sabalenka beats
Jessica Pegula in the
US Open semifinals

NEW YORK, Sept 5: On Aryna
Sabalenka's first chance to end
her U.S. Open semifinal against
Jessica Pegula for the chance to
play for a second consecutive tro-
phy, the defending champion
dumped what should have been
an easy overhead into the net,
then stared at the ground.

On Sabalenka's second chance,
she missed a clumsy volley —
and maybe shouldn't have even
ventured forward, because she
went just 15 for 27 when up at the
net. Uh, oh. So good at important
moments in the high-stakes, high-
tension final set, Sabalenka held
it together there and held on, con-
verting her third match point
Thursday night to finish off a 4-
6, 6-3, 6-4 victory over Pegula in
a rematch of last year's final.

“I was super emotional. | was
just like, Oh, my gosh, no way it's
happening. Please, just close this
match,” Sabalenka explained af-
terward. “The whole match, I just
keep telling myself: (Onto) the
next one, just one step at a time,
don't worry about the past. Just
try better in the next point.”

When it was over, Sabalenka
rocked back on her heels, spread
her arms and screamed.

On Saturday, when she faces
No. 8 Amanda Anisimova or No.
23 Naomi Osaka, the No. 1-
seeded Sabalanka will be trying
to become the first woman to
claim consecutive championships
at Flushing Meadows since Ser-
ena Williams got three in a row
from 2012 to 2014.

“I had to work really hard to
get this win,” Sabalenka said after
improving to 8-2 against Pegula
over their careers. “Hopefully 1
can go all the way again.”

Thursday's first semifinal was
quite close, far closer than the
straight-set triumph for Sabalenka
over Pegula 12 months ago that
gave the 27-year-old from Be-
larus her third Grand Slam title,
all on hard courts.

Since then, Sabalenka was the
runner-up to Madison Keys at the

Australian Open in January and to
Coco Gauff at the French Open in
June, then was eliminated in the
Wimbledon semifinals by Anisi-
mova in July.

Arthur Ashe Stadium's re-
tractable roof was shut before the
semifinals began, which pre-
vented disruption from the wind
outside gusting at up to 30 mph
and the rain that arrived during
play. In the good, indoor condi-
tions, No. 4 Pegula played about
as cleanly as possible in the first
set and the third, making just
three unforced errors in each. But
in the second, that count was
nine. By the end, Sabalenka had
accumulated more than twice as
many winners as Pegula, 43-21.

“We were pushing each other,”
Pegula said, “every single game.”

All evening, Pegula went after
her returns, taking big cuts and
not playing it safe, by any means.
This, then, was the key: Sa-
balenka was able to save all four
break points she faced in the last
set. “It was really high-level. |
don't really know what else to
say,” said Pegula, who was wear-
ing a white New York Yankees
jacket and enjoying a root beer
lollipop at her news conference.
“l don't know how I didn't break
back in the third.”

Asked how she managed to
handle those moments, Sabalenka
replied with a laugh: “Just pray-
ing inside and hoping for the
best.” Neither she nor Pegula had
lost a set in the tournament before
Thursday, although Sabalenka
only needed to go through four
matches, instead of five, to reach
the semifinals, because her quar-
terfinal opponent, Marketa \on-
drousova, withdrew with an
injured knee.

That meant Sabalenka hadn't
competed since Sunday.

Might she be rusty? Sure didn't
look that way at the outset, and
Sabalenka used a nifty drop-shot-
volley-winner combination to
help go up a break and grab a 4-2
lead. (AP)

serve to be affected by something
like this. | feel bad about what hap-
pened and didn't want to miss the
opportunity to acknowledge it and
apologize to everyone who felt bad
about what I did.”

Inter Miami issued a statement
Thursday as well, without naming
any players. The club said it is work-
ing with both MLS and Leagues
Cup officials “to ensure the situation
is addressed appropriately” and
thanked fans for their continued sup-
port. “Inter Miami condemns the al-
tercations that took place following
the conclusion of the Leagues Cup
Final,” the club wrote.

“These actions do not reflect the
values of our sport, and we remain
committed to upholding the highest
standards of sportsmanship both on
and off the pitch.”

Sudrez's history is both highly
colorful and highly successful.

With Suarez, Uruguay ended 20
years of World Cup underachieve-
ment by reaching the semifinals in
2010. He helped deliver Uruguay's
first Copa America title in 16 years
in 2011. He was instrumental in
Atletico Madrid's first Spanish title
in seven years in 2021.

He also is known for an infamous
intentional handball in the 2010

World Cup quarterfinals to take a
semifinal spot from Ghana and
served bans on three occasions for
biting opponents — the most recent
of those in 2014, after he chomped
down on the shoulder of Italy de-
fender Giorgio Chiellini following a
tussle in the penalty area during a
World Cup match.

Suérez has been involved in 16
Inter Miami goals — scoring six and
assisting on 10 others — during
MLS play this season, second-most
on the team behind only Messi. The
eight-time Ballon d'Or winner has
19 goals and 10 assists in MLS
matches this year. (AP)

NEW YORK, Sept 5: Amanda
Anisimova eliminated four-time
Grand Slam champion Naomi
Osaka 6-7 (4), 7-6 (3),6-3ina U.S.
Open semifinal that ended at nearly
1 a.m. Friday and featured two of
the most powerful first-strike hitters
in women's tennis.

The No. 8-seeded Anisimova, a
24-year-old who was born in New
Jersey and grew up in Florida,
reached her second straight major
final by coming through after 2
hours, 56 minutes.

“l wasn't sure | would make it
past the finish line and I tried to dig
deep,” said Anisimova, who needed
three match points to get the job
done. “It was a huge fight out there
today.” When it was over, Anisi-
mova yelled, “Let's go!” and en-
joyed the moment by kneeling on
the court and leaning forward.

She will face defending cham-
pion and current No. 1 Aryna Sa-
balenka on Saturday for the title.
Sabalenka beat Jessica Pegula in
three sets on Thursday. Sabalenka
owns three major trophies, all on
hard courts.

This is the fifth consecutive
women's final at a Slam involving
an American woman.

At Wimbledon in July, Anisi-
mova had a Grand Slam break-
through, upsetting Sabalenka in
the semifinals — a result that in-
creased the American's edge in
their head-to-head series to 6-3 —
and making it all the way to the
title match before losing 6-0, 6-0
to lga Swiatek. But Anisimova re-
covered from that quickly enough
and well enough to get past
Swiatek in two sets in the U.S.
Open quarterfinals.

Now Anisimova is the first oppo-
nent to beat Osaka — a former No.

Monza gearing up for Hami
Ferrari red at the Italian GP

MONZA, Sept 5: There's an
added air of excitement among
the passionate, red-clad tifosi at
the Italian Grand Prix: Lewis
Hamilton is preparing to make his
Monza debut in a Ferrari.

It will be Hamilton's 19th race
at the high-speed Italian track, but
his first in red.

The seven-time world cham-
pion has stood on the iconic
Monza podium eight times, five
of those after winning the Italian
Grand Prix.

But Hamilton — who hasn't
finished higher than fourth in a
difficult first year with the Italian
Scuderia — is not thinking about
what it would be like to do so clad
in Ferrari red.

“l haven't (thought about it),
simply because I've been on the
podium plenty of times here, so |

Deepika

GWANGJU (SOUTH
KOREA), Sept 5: In the twilight
of her career, seasoned Deepika
Kumari will yet again chase an elu-
sive World Championship medal
as India are set to showcase their
next generation, led by 15-year-old
Gatha Khadake, at the prestigious
tournament beginning here Satur-
day.

Pune's Gatha has been the break-
out star of Indian archery this year
after shining in the national trials
in June with a record 686 points --
the highest recurve qualification
score across genders -- and sealed
her place in the senior team. Her
presence alongside the seasoned
Deepika and Ankita Bhakat has set
the stage for the past and future
competing shoulder to shoulder.

Gatha and 16-year-old Sharvari
Shende, who recently became the
U-18 world champion, had im-
pressed at the trials but only the top
three earned berths for Gwangju.

Deepika, who topped the trials,
was joined by Ankita and Gatha to

know what it's like to be up
there,” Hamilton said. “I've seen
how it's been for other Ferrari
drivers, and anything | try to
imagine will be far from what that
feeling could be.”

Hamilton will have to serve a
five-place grid penalty at Sun-
day's race as Ferrari looks to re-
bound from a disastrous Dutch
Grand Prix that saw both the
British driver and teammate
Charles Leclerc crash out in sep-
arate incidents.

“I'm still obviously in my first
year with the team, and so every
weekend is the first time driving
this car at that track,” Hamilton
said. “I think Ferrari's journey has
gone pretty well in the past years.
Obviously, they won here last
year with a great strategy and a
great drive from Charles.

“I'm really keen to see how the
car works here. We're definitely
learning from weekend to week-
end, loads of positives to take
from the last, so | think we just
have to keep building on that.”

Title fightWhile the red of Fer-
rari will dominate the grand-
stands, two papaya-colored cars
will take center stage in the title
fight.

McLaren drivers Lando Norris
and Oscar Piastri are battling each
other for what would be a first
Formula 1 title for either.

Norris saw his title chances di-
minish dramatically at last week-
end's Dutch Grand Prix as his
McLaren broke down while he
was chasing Piastri, who went on
to win the race and extend his
lead in the drivers' championship
to 34 points.

“I don't think much will
change,” Piastri said. “He's cer-
tainly not out of the fight. Yes, it's
a bit more difficult now, but |
don't expect much to change, |
think we'll race each other the
same way, | think the amount of
risks we're taking will be the
same.

“We're both trying to drive as
fast as we can, it's not like we've
been holding anything back from
that side of things.”

Radical changesF1 chief exec-
utive Stefano Domenicali re-
cently suggested radical changes
could be made to race weekends
to attract younger audiences.

The most drastic of those could
be the shortening of the actual
races.

“l will be on the other side, |
will be in front of the TV when

1 player who was seeded No. 23 in
New York — this late in a Grand
Slam tournament. Before this loss,
Osaka had been a combined 14-0
over her career in major quarterfi-
nals, semifinals and finals, with two
trophies apiece from the U.S. Open
and Australian Open.

“I mean, honestly | don't feel sad.
It's really weird. Well, it's not weird,
because | just feel like I did the best
that | could,” said Osaka, who took
a series of mental-health breaks
starting in 2021, then was away
from the tour while having a daugh-
ter. “Honestly, it's kind of inspiring
for me, because it makes me just
want to train and try to get better,
and hopefully, just give it my very
best shot again and see what hap-
pens. But I think I can't be mad or
upset at myself.”

Anisimova first got to the final
four at a major tournament at the
2019 French Open at age 17. In
2023, she took a break from the
tour, saying she had been “ strug-
gling with my mental health and
burnout ” for nearly a year.

At this time last season, Anisi-
mova was ranked 50th and still
working her way back. She's most
certainly back — and better than
ever. Asked what allowed her to
win against Osaka, Anisimova
replied: “Oh, my God. | don't
know. I mean, Naomi is playing
amazing tennis. She's back where
she belongs.”

Well, Anisimova did it by forget-
ting about the opening set, and for-
getting about a 6-5 deficit in the
second. She also did it by not hold-
ing anything back down the stretch,
going for — and delivering — big
groundstrokes that usually landed
deep in the court and right where
she wanted them. (AP)

Iton 1IN

that happens,” 44-year-old Fer-
nando Alonso said. “I don't think
it's a problem with the sport.
Also, football matches are a little
bit long ... and no one is talking
about having 60-minute football
matches or something like that.

“So it's a problem of society
and the kids, but not the sport. So
probably it's not needed, the
change.”

Domenicali said that packing
the calendar with more sprint
races could also be an option and
claimed that most drivers are in
favor with even four-time cham-
pion Max Verstappen, who has
been among the most volubly
critical of the sprint format, com-
ing round to the idea.

However, Verstappen said on
Thursday that his mindset hadn't
really changed. (AP)

chases elusive medal, teen Gatha to
lead India’s next gen at World Champlonshlp

form India's three-member recurve
women's squad.

For Sharvarai, who had made
her senior debut at the Madrid
World Cup in July, the cut proved
too steep, though she remains one
of India's brightest prospects.

Gatha, too, debuted in Madrid in
July, making the pre-quarterfinals
after upsetting Chinese Taipei
Olympian and World Cup medal-
list Chiu Yi-Ching.

Her last-16 finish was the best
among Indian women in that event,
even ahead of Deepika and Ankita.

Sharvari, meanwhile, claimed
the Under-18 world title in Win-
nipeg, defeating two Koreans en
route to gold, and joined Deepika
and Komalika Bari as India's only
junior world champions.

For 31-year-old Deepika, post
motherhood, the World Champi-
onship offers another shot at the

one medal missing from her cabi-
net along with the Olympic prize.

Since her first appearance in
2011, the most decorated Indian
archer has only managed team sil-
vers (2011, 2015) but no individual
medal.

This will be her sixth world out-
ing -- her first since 2019 -- and she
knows time is running out.
Deepika and Gatha have already
developed a budding rivalry in this
short span.

At the National Games in Ut-
tarakhand earlier this year, a shoot-
off semi-final clash between the
two sparked some heated ex-
changes, with Deepika edging out
the teenager 10-8 in shootoff.

Gatha later outscored her in the
qualification round at the June tri-
als before Deepika recovered to
win in eliminations.

"Gatha has been playing well,
and | wish her all the best for the
future as we look forward to the
World Championships," Deepika
had said, brushing aside sugges-

tions of rivalry.

They teamed up in Madrid,
though India exited in the second
round. Individually, Gatha went
further than her star India team-
mate showing signs of her rapid
rise.

Ankita is the third member of
the women's side and competed at
the Berlin World Championships
two years ago only to make first
round exit.

The challenge for the Indians,
however, will be enormous with
their nemesis South Korea, led by
Tokyo Olympic champion An San
and reigning Olympic champion
and world number one Lim Si-
hyeon.

Koreans are overwhelming
favourites in the women's recurve
and it remains to be seen if the In-
dians overcome the Korean hurdle
this time if they cross paths. In the
men's recurve, Army man Dhiraj
Bommadevara will spearhead
India's charge alongside Neeraj
Chauhan and Rahul. (PTI)
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India thrash Thailand 11-0 in women'’s South Africa clinches ODI

series against England with
exciting 3-run win at Lord’s

HANGZHOU (CHINA), Sept 5 : Udita
Duhan and Beauty Dung Dung scored a
brace each as India began their campaign in
the women’s Asia Cup hockey tournament
with a 11-0 thrashing of Thailand here on
Friday.

Udita scored in the 30th and 52nd minutes
from penalty corners while Dung Dung

struck in the 45th and 54th minutes.

India’s other goal-scorers were Mumtaz
Khan (7th minute), Sangita Kumari (10th),
Navneet Kaur (16th), Lalremsiami (18th),
Thoudam Suman Devi (49th), Sharmila
Devi (57th) and Rutaja Dadaso Pisal (60th).

India, currently ranked ninth in the world,
led 5-0 at half time in the Pool B match

against the 30th-ranked Thais.

India got a total of nine penalty corners,
out of which they converted five, while
Thailand did not earn any PC.

India asserted their dominance early on
with two field goals from Mumtaz and San-
gita in the first quarter. The second quarter
saw India being more menacing in attacks

and the team added three more goals to ex-
tend its advantage.

Experienced forward Navneet and mid-
fielder Lalremsiami scored a field goal each
in quick succession, followed by a penalty
corner conversion from Udita just before the
half time break.

The second half followed a similar trend
as India continued their constant attacks in-
side Thailand’s circle.

India won four penalty corners in the third
quarter, and Dung Dung converted one PC
in the 45th minute.

India shifted gears in the final quarter,
pumping in five more goals to seal a big win.
Mumtaz, Udita and Sharmila scored through
penalty corners while Dung Dung and Ru-
tuja struck field goals.

The tournament features eight teams and
the top two from each of the two pools will
qualify for the Super 4s stage. The top two
teams in Super 4s will play in the final
scheduled for September 14.

India have come into the tournament with-
out the injured duo of veteran goalkeeper
Savita Punia and ace drag-flicker Deepika.

The Asia Cup winners will qualify for the
2026 Women’s World Cup to be held in Bel-
gium and the Netherlands. After Thailand,
India will take on Japan on Saturday, fol-
lowed by the final pool match against Sin-
gapore on September 8. (PT])

lionel Nessiscorestwice  Leg-spinner Ahmed baffles UAE and takes Pakistan to tri-series final

BUENOS AIRES, Sept 5 : Li-
onel Messi made sure he had good
memories of playing a home qual-
ifier with Argentina’s national team
for the last time in his illustrious
career.

Messi scored twice Thursday in
Argentina’s 3-0 victory over
Venezuela in front of a raucous
sellout crowd that had gathered at
estadio Monumental to bid him
farewell.

“Being able to finish this way
here is what I’ve always dreamed
of,” Messi said.

“I’ve experienced a lot of things
on this pitch, both good and not so

SHARJAH, UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES, Sept 5 : Leg-spin-
ner Abrar Ahmed mystified United
Arab Emirates batters with a ca-
reer-best return of 4-9 as Pakistan
sealed its place in the final of the
T20 tri-series with a 31-run vic-
tory.

Fakhar Zaman tuned up for next
week’s Asia Cup with an unbeaten
77 off 44 balls — the left-hander’s
first T20 half-century after 15
games — and propelled Pakistan
to 171-5 against some sloppy UAE
fielding after captain Salman Ali
Agha won the toss and elected to
field Thursday.

Ahmed, playing his first game
of the series, then baffled UAE
top-order batters with his carrom
balls and googlies before restrict-
ing them to 140-7 and the trend of

teams successfully defending the
totals continued for fifth succes-
sive game.

Afghanistan, which already has
four points, will take on UAE in
the last league game Friday before
meeting Pakistan in the final Sun-
day.

UAE top-order batters couldn’t
decode Ahmed’s mystery spin
once he came onto bowl inside the
batting powerplay. Captain Mo-
hammad Waseem (19) failed to
read the carrom ball and sliced an
easy catch at point in Ahmed’s sec-
ond over.

Alishan Sharafu, who was
scrappy in the field earlier on, and
Ethan D’Souza struggled to set up
the momentum before D’Souza
holed out at deep square leg in the
11th over after scoring 9 off 14

balls.

Ahmed then returned for an-
other two brilliant overs and
picked up the wickets of Asif Khan
and Rahul Chopra in space of three
balls before wrapping up a brilliant
spell with the wicket of Harshit
Kaushik off his final ball as UAE
slipped to 102-5 in 15 overs.

Opening batter Sharafu’s coun-
tercharge came a bit too late for
UAE as he made 68 off 51 balls
before Agha grabbed a catch over
his head at mid-off of Shaheen
Shah Afridi’s off-cutter.

Earlier, Zaman and Mohammad
Nawaz (37 not out) revived Pak-
istan with its highest-ever sixth
wicket stand in T20 international
and added 91 runs off the final 51
balls.

But

both batters survived

chances against an unlucky left-
arm spinner Haider Ali (2-17)
when they were dropped in the
outfield off successive balls before
cutting loose in the final two overs
which fetched Pakistan 42 runs.

Nawaz smacked fast bowler Ju-
naid Siddique (1-52) for three suc-
cessive fours in the penultimate
over before lofting the pacer for a
six over cover boundary in a 20-
run 19th over.

Zaman was dropped by Sharafu
on 39 at mid-off before another
misfield by him brought 50 for the
batter. Zaman capped Pakistan’s
perfect recovery with five consec-
utive fours in Mohammad
Jawadullah’s last over that in-
cluded two lap shots over the head
of wicketkeeper and two edges fly-
ing to third boundary. (4P)

LONDON, Sept 5: South Africa
clinched the ODI series against
England with a game to spare after
a five-run win in the second match
that was set up by a record-break-
ing 85 by Matt Breetzke at Lord’s.

Brought in to the Proteas lineup
to replace the ill Wiaan Mulder,
Breetzke became the first player in
ODI history to score at least a half-
century in his first five matches,
according to the ESPNcricinfo
website.

The 26-year-old middle-order
batter’s 77-ball knock added to a
49 from opener Aiden Markram
and 58 from Tristan Stubbs as
South Africa, which was put into
bat, made 330-8 from its 50 overs
on Thursday.

“It was a more than competitive
score. I definitely would have
taken that when we were three
wickets down,” Proteas captain
Temba Bavuma said.

England was skittled for 131 on
the way to losing the first match by
seven wickets at Headingley on
Tuesday but competed much better
two days later, despite losing Jamie
Smith to the first over of the reply.

It went down to the last over, off
which England needed 16 with one

good, but it’s always a joy to play
in Argentina, in front of our fans.”

Messi is yet to give any clues
about when he will retire from the
top level of the sport. But the qual-
ifiers for the 2030 World Cup will
begin in 2027, when he’s 40.

The Argentina captain scored in
the 39th and 80th minutes, and
Lautaro Martinez added a goal in
the 76th.

Messi now has 36 goals in South
American World Cup qualifiers
and remains as the all-time scoring
leader. His Inter Miami teammate
Luis Suarez has 29 goals in conti-
nental qualifying, but he has retired
from Uruguay’s national team. Bo-
livia’s Marcelo Moreno Martins is
third with 22.

Looking ahead, Messi clarified
that he will only compete in next
year’s World Cup if he feels phys-
ically fit.

“I’m excited, eager. It’s day by
day, feeling the sensations. If I feel
good, I enjoy it; if not, I’d rather not
be there,” he said, adding that the
nine months until the tournament
kicks off “is a long time.” (4P)

many

livia.

ances,’

Peru, which needed wins in the last two
rounds to advance, is now out of contention
following the loss to Uruguay.

“It hurts to lose, it hurts because of the ef-
fort the players put in, but today the oppo-
nent outclassed us,” Peru coach Oscar
Ibanez said.

James Rodriguez opened the scoring for
Colombia in the 31st minute while John
Cordoba and Juan Fernando Quintero added
second-half goals to secure the win over Bo-

The Colombians return to the World

Uruguay,

highlights in individual perform-
> Uruguay coach Marcelo Bielsa said.

Uruguay, Colombra and Paraguay qualify for the 2026 WC

MONTEVIDEO, Sept 5
Colombia and Paraguay secured places at
the 2026 World Cup in the next-to-last
round of South American qualifiers.

The Uruguayans and Colombians had 3-
0 wins Thursday, and the Paraguayans had
a scoreless draw to advance to the global
tournament along with already qualified Ar-
gentina, Brazil and Ecuador.

“It’s a good way to qualify. The team’s of-
fensive play was strong, there were also

Cup after missing the 2022 World Cup in
Qatar.

It will be the Colombian team’s seventh
appearance in the World Cup. After a debut
in Chile in 1962, Colombia made three con-
secutive appearances between 1990 and
1998, and repeated in 2014 and 2018.

“This jersey has given me so much. I'm
grateful for everything I’m doing,” said
James, who is aiming to play in his third
World Cup.

“I’ve always given everything and I’ll
keep the good things for myself.”

World Cup champion Argentina defeated
Venezuela 3-0 with two goals by Lionel
Messi and remained well clear at the top of
the South American standings.

Also on Thursday, Estévao, Lucas Pa-
queta and Bruno Guimaraes scored as Brazil
got a 3-0 win over Chile to ascend to second
place in the standings.

The 18-year old Estévao, who plays for
Chelsea, scored his first goal with the na-
tional team in the 38th, Paqueta followed

with a strike in the 72nd and Guimaraes

added one on the 76th. (4P)

Molineux, Wareham return as Australia name
15-member squad for Women’s World Cup

MELBOURNE, Sept 5 : Left-arm spin-
ner Sophie Molineux returned after a long
injury layoff as Australia Friday an-
nounced a 15-member squad for the up-
coming ICC Women’s World Cup in
which Alyssa Healy will be leading the
seven-time champions’ title defence.

Australia won the last edition of the
tournament and will look to extend their
dominance in the upcoming event which
will be held across India and Sri Lanka
from September 30 to November 2.

Victorian spinner Molineux, who has
been recovering from a knee injury since
January, will, however, miss the preceding
three-match ODI series against India from
September 14 to 20, which will be the
final tune-up for both teams.

Darcie Brown (quad) and Georgia
Wareham (groin) also recovered from
their recent injuries to bolster the squad
which does not hold any surprises.

With the tournament being played in
the Indian sub-continent, the spin duo of
Molineux and leg-spinner Wareham will
be vital to Australia’s prospects as they
look to defend the title won in New
Zealand in 2022.

Skipper Healy, too, made a return to the
Australia A side last month after a 2024-
25 summer disrupted by injuries.

“Sophie Molineux is progressing well
in her return from a knee injury, and we
anticipate she’ll be available for the World
Cup,” Australia team physio Kate Beer-
worth was quoted as saying in Cricket
Australia’s official website.

“Alyssa Healy made a strong return in
the recent ‘A’ series, and we’re pleased
with where she’s at, with Georgia Ware-
ham also back to full training following
her adductor injury during the Hundred.”

Molineux is among five Australians
who will feature in a 50-over World Cup
for the first time.

Ten of the 15 members named featured
in the previous edition of the tournament
in 2022, with skipper Healy taking charge
of the squad in her third World Cup.

The line-up also features seasoned cam-
paigners like Ellyse Perry, Beth Mooney,
Annabel Sutherland, Tahlia McGrath and
Ashleigh Gardner.

Star wicketkeeper-batter Healy has
been leading the Australian team across
the three formats since the retirement of
Meg Lanning in 2023.

“A World Cup in India is one of
cricket’s biggest assignments, but we be-
lieve this group is up for the challenge,”
national selector Shawn Flegler said in a

statement issued by the country’s cricket
board.

“The valuable experience the squad has
gained from several subcontinent tours in
recent years, as well as exposure through
the Women'’s Premier League will be ben-
eficial in tackling the unique demands of
Indian conditions.

“Across the winter we’ve seen some
terrific performances right through the
group — whether that be through the Aus-
tralia A series, the Hundred or domestic
cricket in England — with players person-
alising their preparations which looks to
have put them in good stead.”

Australia begin their campaign against
New Zealand in Indore on October 1.

Australia squad: Alyssa Healy (c),
Darcie Brown, Ash Gardner, Kim Garth,
Grace Harris, Alana King, Phoebe Litch-
field, Tahlia McGrath, Sophie Molineux,
Beth Mooney, Ellyse Perry, Megan
Schutt, Annabel Sutherland, Georgia Voll,
Georgia Warecham. (PTI)

Malewar, Shubham Sharma
make fifties as East Zone reply
strongly to West Zone

BENGALURU, Sept 5 : Central Zone
top-order batters, led by Danish Malewar,
carried the team to 229 for two, giving a
solid reply to West Zone on the second
day of the Duleep Trophy semifinal here
on Friday.

Shubham Sharma (60) and skipper
Rajat Patidar (47) were batting at stumps
after Central bagged four quick wickets to
end West’s first innings at 438. Central
need a further 209 runs to take an innings
lead.

Malewar, who made a double hundred
in the quarterfinal against North-East
Zone, took his time to settle down before
making 76, as his opening partner Ayush
Pandey (40 off 59 balls) went off the
blocks briskly.

The left-hander made 32 runs in bound-
aries, but his cavalier stay ended when
Pandey’s drive on the up off pacer Arzan
Nagwaswalla ended with Aarya Desai in
the covers.

But Malewar and Shubham stitched to-
gether a 93-run alliance for the second
wicket to ensure that they did not waste a
firm beginning.

Malewar was confidence personified
during his 136-ball innings, seldom giv-
ing any chance to the bowlers with pre-
cise footwork.

A backfoot punch, which was executed
standing tall on his feet, off pacer Tushar
Deshpande was an absolute treat to watch.
It fetched him four runs in a blink.

But at the other end, Shubham, a vet-
eran of 67 first-class matches, was not re-
ally comfortable especially against
off-spinner Tanush Kotian and left-arm
spinner Dharmendra Jadeja.

The West Zone spinners often beat his
outside edge and pinned him on the back-
foot, but close margins kept saving the
31-year-old.

as West Zone skipper Shardul Thakur
often employed a slip and short leg fielder
around an hour into the second session.

Malewar, who completed his fifty in 94
balls, looked good to carry on for more,
but a rather loose drive outside the off-
stump off Jadeja resulted in a caught be-
hind catch to Harvik Desai.

However, Shubham found another able
ally in skipper Patidar, making 69 runs for
the ongoing third wicket alliance, to keep
Central close on the heels of West Zone.

Eventually, Shubham reached his fifty
in 118 balls with a single off Jadeja, and
continued to offer a broad bat to the West
bowlers.

Unlike other batters, Patidar was more
aggressive in his ways, often unfurling
those strong drives using supple wrists
through the covers to get boundaries as he
reached his fifty

In the morning session, West, starting
from overnight 363 for six, motored on to
411 for six as skipper Shardul Thakur,
overnight 24, duly completed his fifty off
83 balls with a boundary off pacer Yash
Thakur.

The seventh wicket partnership also
touched 84, but the run out of Thakur,
who attempted a tight run and ended up
on the same end as Kotian, turned the tide
in favour of Central.

They plucked the next three wickets of
Kotian, Jadeja and Arzan Nagwaswalla
for 27 runs to prevent West from posting
a much bigger total.

Kotian, overnight 65, could not
progress beyond 76 as left-arm spinner
Harsh Dubey beat him with a quick one
that also carried a hint of turn.

The first session of the day was marked
by a fine show by Central spinners, find-
ing much better lengths. (PTI)

wicket remaining, but some in-
spired hitting by tailender Jofra
Archer (27 off 14 balls) couldn’t
prevent the hosts falling just short
on 325-9.

Before that, Jacob Bethell illu-
minated the home of cricket with a
58-ball 40, including hitting four
consecutive boundaries, and put on
77 runs for the third wicket with
Joe Root (61 off 72 balls) to give
England a chance.

Jos Buttler then smashed 61 off
51 balls before being deceived by
a slower ball from Lungi Ngidi and
getting bowled.

Will Jacks kept alive English
hopes with two sixes but was one
of two wickets to fall in the 47th
over, bowled by Nandre Burger (3-
63). Archer hit two fours and two
sixes but ran out of balls as the
South Africans — back at Lord’s 2
1/2 months after beating Australia
there to win the World Test Cham-
pionship — prevailed again.

“They probably got 10, 15 too
many, but to get within one blow
of their score, I thought was a good
effort,” England captain Harry
Brook said.

The third ODI is at Southampton
on Sunday. (4P)

BCCI raises Indian
team's jersey
sponsorship rates

NEW DELHI, Sept 5 : Sponsor-
ing the Indian cricket team is set to
get costlier with the BCCI raising
the amount to X 3.5 crore per match
for a bilateral series and Rs 1.5 crore
for a game in a multilateral event.

According to a report in
Cricbuzz, these figures will apply in
competitions sanctioned and organ-
ised by the ICC and Asian Cricket
Council (ACC). Citing industry
sources, the report added that these
figures are slightly higher than the
current rates of ¥ 3.17 crore for bi-
lateral games and % 1.12 crore for
multilateral matches.

The development comes in the
wake of Dreaml1’s exit as jersey
sponsor, which was triggered by the
government’s Online Gaming Act,
2025. Following the government’s
recent Promotion and Regulation of
Online Gaming Act, 2025, the
BCCI promptly cancelled the con-
tract of the Indian team’s lead spon-
sor, Dream11.

With this revision, which will
come into effect only after the end
of the upcoming Asia Cup, the
BCCI could potentially earn over
400 crore rupees, though the final
figure may be higher depending on
the bidding outcome.

The BCCI on Tuesday invited
bids for the Indian team’s title spon-
sorship rights after fantasy sports gi-
ants Dream11’s pullout and barred
companies dealing in real money
gaming and crypto currency from
the process due to a government ban
on such entities.

The Indian team will be without
a title sponsor in the Asia Cup start-
ing September 9 in the UAE as the
Board has set September 16 as the
last date to submit bids. (PT1)

New Lealand cricket great
Rogs Taylor t come out of
tedirementto play for Samoa

WELLINGTON, Sept S : New
Zealand cricket great Ross Taylor
will come out of retirement to play
for Samoa at the Twenty20 World
Cup qualifying tournament in Oman
next month. Taylor retired from in-
ternational cricket in 2022 after
playing more matches for New
Zealand than any other player: 112
tests, 236 one-day internationals and
102 T20 internationals. He remains
second behind Kane Williamson on
New Zealand’s all-time test scoring
list with 7,683 runs and second, also
behind Williamson, with 19 test
centuries. (4P)
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