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Border unrest over
paddy harvesting ends

Heartwarming scene: Karbi
farmers help Pnars in harvesting

HT Bureau
SHILLONG/ DIPHU, Oct 21: In
a remarkable display of inter-vil-
lage cooperation, Pnar farmers
from Lapangap village in West
Jaintia Hills District received assis-
tance from Karbi farmers in har-
vesting their paddy, marking a
significant return to normalcy in
the area after recent
clashes.

A video shared by
the West Jaintia Hills
district administration |
showcased the heart-
warming scene, high-
lighting the spirit of |
cooperation between |
the two communities.

The development
comes after the invention of the
Chief Minister, CEM of KAAC
and traditional leaders.

West Jaintia Hills Superinten-
dent of Police, Jagpal Singh
Dhanao, announced that police
presence would be maintained in
the area to provide security and

Eight infiltrators
sent back: CM

GUWAHATI, Oct 21: Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Tuesday said that eight infiltrators
have been sent back from the state.

He, however, did not specify the
time or place from where they
were sent back. “There are 7 won-
ders of the world and the 8th won-
der is illegal infiltrators trying to
sneak into Assam and capture our
lands,” Sarma said in a post on X.

“However, the good news is that
we won’t let these wonders wander
around here in Assam anymore. 8
Alices in the Wonderland
PUSHED BACK. Bye,” the chief
minister said, in a reference to
Lewis Caroll’s ‘Alice in Wonder-
land’. The state government has
been cracking the whip on illegal
immigrants from Bangladesh,
pushing back infiltrators from its
borders with the neighbouring
country. (PTI)

prevent any outsiders from disrupt-
ing the peace.

It may be mentioned that
Meghalaya and Assam govern-
ments on Monday reached an
agreement to allow paddy harvest-
ing in Lapangap and Tapat in West
Karbi Anglong district after weeks
of delays due to tensions between
Pnar villagers of La-
< pangap and Karbi
villagers of Tapat.

The  agreement
‘| was made during a
“ meeting at the Assam
| Border Outpost in
" )| Khanduli, which was

| attended by officials
| from both districts,

including West Jaifi-
tia Hills ADC and Border Magis-
trate G.H. Passah, and West Karbi
Anglong’s Deputy Commissioner
and Superintendent of Police R.
Barua.

Prominent headmen and associ-
ations from both districts were also
present. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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Financial aid to victims of Baksa jail violence extended

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Oct 21: In the wake of a re-
cent law and order situation outside Baksa
District Jail, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Tuesday visited Lakshmipur A
Block village in Baksa district to meet af-
fected residents and assess the situation on

the ground.

The incident, which occurred during the
transfer of two accused in the high-profile
Zubeen Garg death case, led to unrest
among locals and resulted in police firing

to control the situation.

Two individuals, identified as Dipak
Medhi and Bidyut Kalita, sustained injuries

during the disturbance.

During his visit, Sarma personally met
the families of the injured and handed over
cheques of ¥ 2 lakh each to support their

ongoing medical treatment.

He assured the families that the Govern-
ment of Assam is fully committed to pro-
viding all necessary assistance and will
extend additional financial support if re-
quired, underscoring the administration’s
concern for the welfare of citizens affected

by unforeseen incidents.

The chief minister also paid respects at
the Hari Mandir in Lakshmipur A Block, in-
teracting with the villagers and commend-

NPF general convention
ratifies NDPP’s merger with it

KOHIMA, Oct 21: The Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) on Tuesday unan-
imously ratified the merger of the
Nationalist Democratic Progressive
Party (NDPP) with it during the
general convention held at the In-
dira Gandhi Stadium here.

Around 5,000 active party mem-
bers participated in the convention,
which approved the merger, con-
firming the resolutions earlier
adopted by the Central Office Bear-
ers (COB) and the Central Execu-
tive Council (CEC) on October 18,
a party leader said.

The convention also unani-
mously elected a new team of
COBs, the CEC, and office bearers
of the frontals and cells for the
2025-2030 tenure to be led by Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio as the new
President, while retaining MLA

Achumbemo Kikon as Secretary
General, he said.

It also expressed its full confi-
dence and support in Rio’s leader-
ship, both as chief minister and as
party president.

In its resolutions, the convention
placed on record its “deep appreci-
ation” of the NDPP, led by Ching-
wang Konyak, for its “bold and
historic decision” to unify with the
NPF under Rio’s guidance, terming
the move a step towards building a
stronger regional political entity.

The NPF resolved to continue
strengthening the People’s Demo-
cratic Alliance (PDA) in the state,
and to remain a contributing mem-
ber of the National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) and North East
Democratic Alliance (NEDA),
while working for inclusive devel-

India upheld righteousness, avenged
Injustice with Operation Sindoor: PM

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday penned a letter to the citizens of the country
on Deepavali, highlighting the successes of Operation
Sindoor and the fight against Naxalism and asserting
that Bharat has emerged as a symbol of stability at a
time when the world is beset with crises.

The prime minister listed the decision to lower Goods
and Services Tax rates among the historic achievements
of his government and said that citizens are saving thou-
sands of crores of rupees during the ‘GST Bachat

Utsav’.

He also urged citizens to adopt swadeshi to promote
the spirit of ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’, to respect
all languages, prioritise health and embrace yoga.

“All these efforts will rapidly take us towards a Viksit
Bharat,” Modi said in his letter, which he wrote a day
after he celebrated Diwali with Navy personnel onboard
the indigenously built aircraft carrier INS Vikrant.

“l extend my heartfelt greetings to all of you on the
auspicious occasion of Deepavali, a festival filled with
energy and enthusiasm. This is the second Deepavali
after the grand construction of the Ram temple in Ayo-

dhya,” he said.

“Lord Shri Ram teaches us to uphold righteousness
and also gives us the courage to fight injustice. We have

seen a living example of this a few months ago during
Operation Sindoor. During Operation Sindoor, Bharat
not only upheld righteousness but also avenged injus-
tice,” the PM said.

He said that this Deepavali is particularly special be-
cause for the first time, lamps will be lit in many dis-
tricts across the country, including remote areas.

“These are the districts where Naxalism and Maoist
terrorism have been eradicated from the root. In recent
times, we have seen many individuals abandoning the

path of violence and joining the mainstream of devel-

Modi said.

sensitivity.

opment, expressing faith in the Constitution of our
country. This is a major achievement for the nation,”

The prime minister said amid these historic achieve-
ments, the country has also embarked on next-genera-
tion reforms in recent days.

“On the first day of Navratri, lower GST rates were
implemented. During this ‘GST Bachat Utsav’, citizens
are saving thousands of crores of rupees,” Modi said.

He said in a world going through multiple crises,
Bharat has emerged as a symbol of both stability and

“We are also on track to become the third-largest
economy in the world in the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

opment and lasting peace in Naga-
land and Manipur.

Calling for an “early and hon-
ourable” resolution of the Naga po-
litical issue, the convention urged
the Government of India and Naga
political groups to expedite talks
and reach a settlement that is “hon-
ourable, acceptable and inclusive”.

The party also extended its grati-
tude to the church, general public,
elders, and pioneers for their contin-
ued support, and appealed to all re-
gional-minded citizens and former
party members to rejoin the NPF.

The resolutions moved by
Khongjah Konyak, senior vice pres-
ident, were adopted unanimously
by the general convention.

Naga People’s Front (NPF) Pres-
ident Apong Pongener on Tuesday
termed the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

ing their continued cooperation in main-
taining peace and harmony in the region.
He emphasised that the government val-
ues the support of local communities in fos-
tering a stable and secure environment, and

Permanent memoria

ple.

fare.

tives.

called upon them to continue participating
actively in the state’s development initia-

Addressing the issue of justice, Sarma re-
iterated that ensuring a fair and transparent

investigation into Zubeen Garg’s death re-
mains a top priority for the government.

He assured that the authorities are han-
dling the matter with utmost seriousness
and that all necessary steps are being taken
to ensure accountability.

On the occasion, the chief minister an-
nounced a financial grant of ¥ 10 lakh for
the development of the Hari Mandir and an
additional ¥ 10 lakh for the local Shiv Tem-

These grants aim to support the upkeep,
renovation, and enhancement of religious
and cultural spaces in the village, reflecting
the government’s commitment to preserv-
ing heritage and fostering community wel-

Guardian minister Jayanta Mallabaruah,
MLA Phanidhar Talukdar, deputy commis-
sioner, Superintendent of Police, and other
senior officials accompanied the chief min-
ister during the visit, highlighting the ad-
ministration’s collective effort to address
citizen concerns promptly and effectively.

Sarma’s visit has been widely appreci-
ated by villagers, who lauded the chief min-
ister’s hands-on approach and assurance of

continued support, reinforcing confidence

for ZUbeen Garg

to be named ‘Zubeen Kshetra'

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 21: The com-
mittee tasked with establishing a
permanent memorial for late singer
Zubeen Garg has decided to name
the site “Zubeen Kshetra.”

The announcement came after a
meeting in Guwabhati, chaired by
Garima Garg, confirming that the
memorial at Hatimura, Sonapur,
will function as a cultural hub ded-
icated to the artist’s legacy.

Garima Garg stated that the
name “Zubeen Kshetra” reflects a
collective effort to preserve Garg’s
influence on Assam’s music, art,
and social identity. She empha-
sized that the memorial would go
beyond mere remembrance, offer-
ing a public space where visitors
can engage with the ideals, creativ-
ity, and artistic values that defined

Zubeen’s life.

Constituted on October 16 fol-
lowing a Cabinet decision, the
committee includes family mem-
bers and cultural figures such as
Palmee Borthakur, Shyamantak
Gautam, Partha Sarathi Mahanta,
Biren Singha, Anuradha Sarma Pu-
jari, Pranjal Saikia, Pulak Baner-
jee, Dulal Manki, Tarali Sarma,
and (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

EU member nations support
EU-India strategic agenda

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: All the 27
member nations of the European
Union have unanimously backed
the block’s new strategic agenda
with India that seeks to significantly
ramp up two-way ties in several key
sectors such as defence, trade and
technology.

The new document was released
by the European Commission and
the EU high representative for for-
eign affairs and security policy Kaja
Kallas last month.

The European Council compris-
ing representatives of all the EU
member nations unanimously sup-
ported it on Monday, according to
EU officials.

The new strategic agenda is ex-
pected to be adopted at the India-
EU summit that is expected to be
held in New Delhi early next year.

The new strategic agenda identi-
fies five areas of shared interest that
include security and defence, con-

“This programme will give young Indian scientists the same chance Ramanujan once had’

New Ramanujan scheme to bring budding Indian scientists to London

LONDON, Oct 21: A new Ra-
manujan Junior Researchers pro-
gramme, backed by India’s
Department for Science and Tech-
nology (DST), will bring some of
the country’s brightest young the-
oretical physicists and mathemati-
cians to the London Institute for
Mathematical Sciences (LIMS) for
joint research.

Unveiled on the back of Prime
Minister Keir Starmer’s recent
visit to India, the scheme is named
in honour of celebrated Indian
mathematician Srinivasa Ramanu-
jan’s friendship with British math-
ematician G H Hardy.

That collaboration had brought
Ramanujan to England in 1913,
with their joint insights now occu-
pying a central place in modern
mathematics.

“Our Ramanujan Junior Re-

searchers programme will act as a
bridge for the exchange of talents
between two science superpow-
ers,” said Dr Thomas Fink, the Di-
rector of LIMS.

“The work Ramanujan did with
Hardy transformed the mathemat-

ical sciences. This, along with the
success of our fellowships for the-
orists from Russia and Ukraine,
has inspired us to welcome some
of India’s brightest minds to join us
in our rooms at the Royal Institu-
tion,” he said.

The campaign to secure govern-
ment backing was spearheaded by
Indian High Commissioner to the
UK Vikram Doraiswami, with the
support of Professor Krish-
naswamy Vijayraghavan, former
principal scientific advisor to the
Government of India.

“The story of Hardy and Ra-
manujan reminds us that science
advances not through isolation, but
through friendship and dialogue,”
said Doraiswami.

“This programme will give
young Indian scientists the same
chance Ramanujan once had — to
test their ideas in the world’s most
stimulating environments,” he
said.

The DST-funded phase one of
the programme will consist of Ra-
manujan Junior Visitors or Indian
PhD (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

nectivity and global issues, prosper-
ity, sustainability, technology and
innovation.

Beyond the bilateral dimension,
the new strategic agenda highlights
EU-India joint engagement on
global issues and with third part-
ners, reflecting India’s growing
global influence.

Under the defence pillar, the doc-
ument identified maritime security,
cyber defence, and counterterrorism
as areas to expand cooperation.

The new strategic agenda also
emphasised strengthening regional

connectivity initiatives, such as the
India-Middle East-Europe Eco-
nomic Corridor (IMEC) and ad-
vances Global Gateway and
EU-India trilateral cooperation with
and in third countries.

AEuropean readout on the Euro-
pean Council also welcomed efforts
to conclude a balanced, ambitious,
mutually beneficial and economi-
cally meaningful free trade agree-
ment with India, which both sides
are aiming to finalise by the end of
the year.

“Such agreement must include
enhanced market access, removal of
trade barriers, and provisions on
sustainable development,” it said.

“Against the backdrop of an in-
creasingly complex geopolitical
outlook, the Council also welcomes
closer collaboration between the
EU and India on security and de-
fence matters based on the princi-
ples of (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

in the government’s dedication to public
welfare and development.

India upgrades
technical mission
In Kabul to embassy

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: India on
Tuesday announced upgrading its
technical mission in Kabul to the
status of an embassy as part of
broader efforts to deepen its bilat-
eral engagement with Kabul.

The announcement came over a
week-and-a-half after External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar said
during his meeting with Afghan
counterpart Amir Khan Muttaqi
that India will upgrade its diplo-
matic presence in Kabul.

India had withdrawn its officials
from its embassy in Kabul after the
Taliban seized power in August
2021. In June 2022, India re-estab-
lished its diplomatic presence in
the Afghan capital by deploying a
“technical team”.

The Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said the Indian embassy in
Kabul will further augment India’s
contribution to Afghanistan’s com-
prehensive development, humani-
tarian assistance, and
capacity-building initiatives.

“In keeping with the decision
announced during the recent visit
of the Afghan foreign minister to
India, the government is restoring
the status of the technical mission
of India in Kabul to that of the Em-
bassy of India in Afghanistan with
immediate effect,” it said.

The MEA said the decision un-
derscores India’s resolve to deepen
its bilateral engagement with the
Afghan side in “all spheres of mu-
tual interest”.

“The Embassy of India in Kabul
will further augment India’s contri-
bution to Afghanistan’s compre-
hensive development,
humanitarian assistance, and ca-
pacity-building initiatives, in keep-
ing with the priorities and
aspirations of Afghan society,” it
said in a statement.

The mission will be headed by a
diplomat in the rank of Charge
d’affaires, it is learnt.

Muttaqi was in India this month
for six days that signalled a new
approach in (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

LBA seeks footage to assist violence
probe; calls for music-free weddings

LEH, Oct 21: The Ladakh Bud-
dhist Association (LBA) on Tues-
day sought photos and video clips
of the September 24 violence that
left four persons dead and several
injured, saying such material is crit-
ical for the ongoing investigation
and in the pursuit of justice.

The association, which is part of
the Leh Apex Body, also appealed
to the community to hold weddings
without music as a tribute to the
slain persons.

The Centre, on October 17,
moved to address a key demand of
the LAB and Kargil Democratic Al-
liance (KDA) by announcing a ju-
dicial inquiry headed by a retired
Supreme Court judge into the Sep-
tember 24 clashes.

According to a notification issued
by the Union Home Ministry, the
judicial probe, to be headed by Jus-

tice B S Chauhan, a former judge of
the Supreme Court, is mandated to
investigate the circumstances lead-
ing to the serious law and order sit-
uation, the police action and the
resultant unfortunate deaths of four
people, including a 1999 Kargil war
veteran.

“Anyone present at the scene (on
September 24), and who possesses
photos or video footage of the inci-
dent, should come forward and sub-
mit the material to the LBA office.

“These visuals are considered
critical for the ongoing investigation
and pursuit of justice,” the associa-
tion appealed to the public, while
assuring them the identity of anyone
sharing such evidence would be
kept strictly confidential.

The LBA also addressed the
community about upcoming wed-
dings and ceremonies, many of

which are scheduled to take place in
the coming days.

“While these events may con-
tinue as planned, people are
strongly urged to avoid playing mu-
sical and traditional instruments
such as the Daman and Surna, in
solidarity with the victims (of vio-
lence),” the appeal said.

The LBA said those killed or in-
jured in the incident made “sacri-
fices in support of Ladakh’s
demands, and respecting their
memory is the collective responsi-
bility of the community”.

The widespread violence broke
out during a shutdown called by a
constituent of the apex body to ad-
vance talks with the Centre on the
demands for statehood and safe-
guards under the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution. Both LAB and
KDA, (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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Chinafiles complaint, says India’s PLI
schemes for auto, EV pohcy violate WTO norms

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: China has
alleged that certain conditions in
India's Production Linked Incen-
tive schemes for advanced chem-
istry cell battery, automobiles and
the policy to promote the manufac-
turing of electric vehicles violate
global trade rules, and has filed a
complaint against these measures
at the WTO.

According to a communication
of the Geneva-based WTO, China
has sought consultations with India
on these measures under WTO's
dispute settlement mechanism.

Beijing has stated that measures
adopted by India are contingent
upon the use of domestic over im-
ported goods and discriminate
against goods of Chinese origin.

These measures appear to be in-
consistent with India's obligations
under the SCM (Subsidies and
Countervailing Measures) Agree-
ment, the GATT (General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade) 1994
and the TRIMs (Trade-Related In-
vestment Measures) Agreement.

“...as a consequence of the fore-
going, the measures at issue appear
to nullify or impair benefits accru-
ing to China, directly or indirectly,
under the cited agreements,” the
WTO's communication dated Oc-
tober 20 has said.

China looks forward to receiv-
ing India's reply and to agreeing on
a mutually convenient date for the
consultations, it added.

This request concerns certain
measures maintained by India that
affect trade in the automotive and
renewable energy technology sec-
tors. Specifically, it relates to cer-
tain requirements that condition
eligibility for, and the disburse-
ment of, incentives under these
programmes, it said.

In its complaint, China has men-
tioned three programmes - Produc-
tion Linked Incentive, National
Programme on Advanced Chem-
istry Cell (ACC) Battery Storage;
Production Linked Incentive
Scheme for Automobile and Auto
Component Industry; and Scheme
to Promote Manufacturing of Elec-
tric Passenger Cars in India.

Both India and China are mem-
bers of the World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO). If a member country
believes that a support measure
under a policy or scheme of an-
other member nation is harming its
exports of certain goods, it can file
a complaint under the dispute set-
tlement mechanism of the WTO.

Seeking consultation is the first
step of the dispute settlement
process as per WTO rules.

If the consultations requested
with India do not result in a satis-
factory solution, the EU can re-
quest that the WTO set up a panel
in the case to rule on the issue
raised.

China is the second-largest trad-
ing partner of India.

In the last fiscal, India’s exports
to China contracted 14.5 per cent
to USD 14.25 billion against USD
16.66 billion in 2023-24. The im-

ports however, rose by 11.52 per
cent in 2024-25 to USD 113.45 bil-
lion against USD 101.73 billion in
2023-24.

India’'s trade deficit with China
has widened to USD 99.2 billion
during 2024-25.

China's complaint about India's
reported EV subsidies comes as
Beijing seeks to boost exports of
its electric vehicles to India. Con-
sidering the size and scope of
India’s auto market, Chinese EV
automakers see it as a major source
to expand sales.

According to recent reports, fac-
ing overcapacity with large pro-
duction of EVs and declining
domestic sales and profits amid
price wars, Chinese hybrid car
makers like BYD are looking for
overseas markets, especially in the
EU and Asia.

According to the data from
China Passenger Car Association
(CPCA), 50-odd EV builders of
China exported a total of 2.01 mil-
lion pure electric and plug-in hy-
brid vehicles overseas in the first
eight months of the year, up 51 per
cent from the same period a year
earlier.

But the Chinese EV makers are
facing push back abroad as the EU

Rajasthan to get its first e-bus manufacturing
plant in Kotputli-Behror’s Ghiloth

JAIPUR, Oct 21: The Rajasthan government has al-
lotted around 65 acres of land to PMI Electro Mobility
Solutions in Ghiloth Industrial Area, Kotputli-Behror
district to set up a 1,200 crore electric bus manufac-
turing plant, which will be the first such facility in the

state, according to a statement.

The allotment, made through the Rajasthan State
Industrial Development and Investment Corporation
(RINICO), follows an MoU signed during the Rising
Rajasthan Global Investment Summit, the Chief Min-
ister’s Office said in the statement on Tuesday.

PMI Electro Mobility Solutions will invest about I
1,200 crore in the initial phase to establish the plant,
which will manufacture e-buses, bus bodies, motors,
batteries, wire harnesses, and other spare parts.

the state.

Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma, who met a dele-
gation from PMI Electro Mobility Solutions at his res-
idence, said the project would give a strong push to
industrial development and employment generation in

“This plant will be a major step toward realising

youth.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Make in India vi-
sion,” Sharma said. “It will help Rajasthan emerge as
a key hub for electric vehicle manufacturing, while
creating direct and indirect job opportunities for

He added that the state government is committed to
promoting green energy and sustainable urban transport,
and the upcoming facility will accelerate the growth of
the electric mobility sector in Rajasthan. (PTI)

World markets are mostly higher after Wall Street rally

BANGKOK, Oct 21: Shares in
Europe and Asia were mostly
higher on Tuesday, with Japan’s
benchmark creeping closer to the
symbolically important 50,000
level as conservative lawmaker
Sanae Takaichi became the coun-
try’s first female prime minister.
Germany’s DAX edged 0.1 per
cent lower to 24,228.07, while the
CAC 40 in Paris was up 0.1 per
cent at 8,214.58. Britain’s FTSE
100 rose 0.2 per cent to 9,422.48.
The futures for the S&P 500 and
the Dow Jones Industrial Average

Arunachal delegation calls on
Thai companies for investment

ITANAGAR, Oct 21: An entrepre-
neurial delegation from Arunachal
Pradesh held a meeting with the
India-Thai Chamber of Commerce
(ITCC) in Bangkok on Monday,
showcasing the northeastern state’s
potential in food processing, agri-
business and tourism sectors, officials
said. Heading the delegation, lead
promoter of the ‘mega food park’
project in ltanagar, Likha Maaj, in-
vited Thai investors to participate in
Arunachal Pradesh’s “fast-growing”
food processing industry, offering 50
acres of land within the park for set-
ting up diverse food-based enter-
prises, they said. He highlighted the
state’s “investor-friendly reforms
under the leadership of Chief Minister
Pema Khandu, assuring investors of
free land for Thai companies, along
with power subsidies, GST reim-
bursements, and a host of other incen-
tives”, an official said. (PTI)

ENGINEERING WORKS

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 44 of
2025; Date: 17-10-2025. E-tenders
are invited by the undersigned for the
following works: Tender No.:
DENGHY-57-2025. Name of work &
Location: At Kamakhya - Upgradation
of Kamakhya station building, PF 2, 3
& 4 executive lounge, concourse,
circulating area, roads, internal
drainage system and other ancillary
works to improve passenger facilities.
Tender Value: ¥12,75,13,181.35;
Earnest Money: ¥7,87,600.00. E-
tenders will be closed at 13:00 hrs.
on 19-11-2025 and will be opened at
13:00 hrs. on 19-11-2025. For details
please visit www.ireps.gov.in.

Divisional Engi h
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were down 0.1 per cent.

The Nikkei 225 in Tokyo gave
up earlier, bigger gains after
Takaichi prevailed in a vote in
Japan’s parliament, rising just 0.3
per cent to 49,316.06. She is ex-
pected to support market-friendly
policies such as low interest rates
and more government spending.

The US dollar rose to 151.78
Japanese yen from 150.75 yen. If
Takaichi gets her way in slowing
interest rate increases by the Bank
of Japan, the yen may remain rela-
tively weak against the dollar. That

would hinder the central bank’s ef-
forts to curb inflation, which now
stands above its target rate of about
2 per cent.

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng added
0.7 per cent to 26,027.55, and the
Shanghai Composite index was up
1.4 per cent at 3,916.33.

Expectations that US President
Donald Trump will meet with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping later this
month during a regional summit
have raised hopes for an easing of
trade tensions between the world’s
two biggest economies. (PTI)

has imposed a 27 per cent tariff on
Chinese EVs to limit their sales in
the bloc.

The Indian government has
taken a host of measures, such as
the electric-vehicle policy and the
production-linked incentive
scheme, to boost domestic manu-
facturing of EVs.

The government has approved
the PL1 ACC scheme under "Na-
tional Programme on Advanced
Chemistry Cell (ACC) Battery
Storage" in May 2021, with an out-
lay of ¥ 18,100 crore for 50 GWh
capacity for five years after a ges-
tation period of two years.

The scheme aims to enhance do-
mestic cell production, reducing
reliance on imports and lowering
the overall costs of cell manufac-
turing.

In September 2021, a PLI
Scheme for Automobile and Auto
Components with budgetary outlay
of ¥ 25,938 crore was approved by
the Centre.

The scheme envisages to over-
come the cost disabilities to the in-
dustry for manufacturing and boost
domestic manufacturing of Ad-
vanced Automotive Technology
(AAT) products in India. The in-
centive structure is to encourage
industry to make fresh investments
for indigenous manufacturing of
AAT products and create addi-
tional jobs.

Last year in march, the govern-
ment approved a scheme to pro-
mote India as a manufacturing
destination so that e-vehicles with
the latest technology can be man-
ufactured in the country. The pol-
icy is designed to attract
investments in the e-vehicle space
by reputed global EV manufactur-
ers. (PTI)

Key infrastructure sectors'
(rowth at 3pc in Sept

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: India’s
eight key infrastructure sectors’
output stood at 3 per cent in Sep-
tember, slower than the 6.5 per
cent expansion recorded in August,
according to official data released
on Tuesday. The core sectors’ out-
put growth was 2.4 per cent in Sep-
tember last year. In September this
year, these eight sectors recorded
the lowest growth in the last three
months due to a fall in the output
of coal, crude oil, refinery products
and natural gas.

The growth rate in the produc-
tion of fertiliser and cement slowed
to 1.6 per cent and 5.3 per cent dur-
ing the month under review against
1.9 per cent and 7.6 per cent, re-
spectively, in September 2024.

However, steel and electricity
output increased 14.1 per cent and
2.1 per cent, respectively, on a
year-on-year basis in September.

During April-September of this
fiscal year, the eight infrastructure
sectors expanded by 2.9 per cent
compared to a rise of 4.3 per cent in
the same period of the last year.

The growth rate has implications
for the country’s Index of Industrial
Production (11P), as these core indus-
tries account for 40.27 per cent of the
weight of items included in the
index. (PTI)

Sensex, Nifty end with modest gains
In speual Muhurat trading session

MUMBAI, Oct 21: Benchmark
stock indices Sensex and Nifty ended
marginally higher in the special one-
hour Muhurat trading session on
Tuesday, marking the beginning of
the new Samvat Year 2082 on a pos-
itive note amid firm global cues.

The 30-share BSE Sensex rose
62.97 points or 0.07 per cent to close
at 84,426.34. During the symbolic
session, the benchmark hit a high of
84,665.44 and a low of 84,286.40.

The broader NSE Nifty went up
by 25.45 points, or 0.10 per cent, to
close at 25,868.60. As many as 25
Nifty stocks ended lower while 24
shares closed with gains and one re-
main unchanged.

Stock exchanges BSE and NSE
conducted a special Muhurat trading
session from 1345 hrs to 1445 hrs on
Tuesday to mark the beginning of the
new Samvat Year 2082, and the

opening of new accounting books for
traders and investors.

In the last Samvat 2081 which
ended on Monday the BSE Sensex
jumped 4,974.31 points or 6.26 per
cent and the Nifty climbed 1,637.8
points or 6.76 per cent.

Muhurat trading is a one-hour
symbolic trading session conducted
by stock exchanges on the occasion
of Diwali, marking the start of the
new Samvat year and new books of
accounts hy traders.

Among major Sensex gainers
Bajaj Finserv rose the most by 1.42
per cent, Axis Bank gained 0.80 per
cent, Infosys by 0.72 per cent,
Mahindra & Mahindra by 0.60 per
cent, Tata Motors by 0.55 per cent,
Bajaj Finance by 0.53 per cent and
Tata Steel by 0.52 per cent.

Kotak Mahindra Bank, ICICI
Bank, HCL Technologies, Bharti Air-

tel, Maruti Suzuki India, Trent Ltd
and Tata Consultancy Services were
the losers.

Broader markets also advanced
with BSE Midcap rising 0.23 per
cent, or 106.95 points, to close at
46,787.20. The BSE SmallCap
gained 0.91 per cent, or 486.81
points, to settle at 53,842.85.

Among the sectoral indices, Indus-
trials rose the most by 0.53 per cent,
Telecommunication by 0.51 per cent,
Commodities by 0.47 per cent, Cap-
ital Goods by 0.40 per cent, Services
by 0.38 per cent and Metal by 0.37
per cent.

On the other hand, Bankex and
Realty ended marginally lower.

Meanwhile, global markets were
trading firm. European shares rose in
early trade while Asian peers ended
with gains.

Shanghai’s Composite benchmark
increased by 1.36 per cent, Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng index climbed
0.77 per cent, South Korea’s Kospi
went up 0.24 per cent, and Japan’s
benchmark Nikkei 225 rose 0.15 per
cent.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth X 790.45
crore on Monday, while Domestic In-
stitutional Investors (DIIs) outnum-
bered the FlIs by acquiring shares
worth X 2,485.46 crore, according to
exchange data.

On Monday, the 30-share BSE
Sensex jumped 411.18 points to close
at 84,363.37, while the 50-share NSE
Nifty surged 133.30 points to settle
at 25,843.15. (PTI)

Mumbai metropolitan region set to emerge as one
of world’s leading urban economies: MMRDA

MUMBALI, Oct 21: The Mumbai
metropolitan region is poised to
emerge as one of the world’s lead-
ing urban economies by 2047, with
its gross domestic product (GDP)
projected at USD 1.2-1.5 trillion
and population expected to reach
3.6 to 3.8 crore, officials of the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region De-
velopment Authority (MMRDA)
said. The MMR, comprising Mum-
bai, Thane, Palghar, and Raigad dis-
tricts, spans 6,328  square
kilometres and is set for major eco-
nomic and infrastructural transfor-
mation through a long-term plan
focusing on sustainable and inclu-
sive urban growth, they said.
Chief Town and Country Plan-
ning Officer, MMRDA, Shankar
Deshpande, outlined the vision po-
sitioning MMR alongside global
economic hubs such as Tokyo, Lon-
don, and Singapore, with per capita
income expected to exceed I 33
lakh annually — equivalent to cur-
rent levels in Japan and Italy.
“Going forward, by 2047, MMR
could be transformed into one of the
world’s foremost economies with a

36-38 million population (3.6 to 3.8
crore), GDP of around 1.2-1.5 tril-
lion US dollars (X 124 lakh crore to
T 155 lakh crore) - equivalent to
Tokyo’s GDP in 2023 and more
than USD 38,000 (R 33,45,887 per
annum) per capita income - equiv-
alent to Japan and ltaly today,”
Deshpande said.

Deshpande, who made a presen-
tation before a media team from
Jammu and Kashmir, said in the
next five years, MMR aims to
achieve a GDP of about X 25 lakh
crore, growing at a real compound
annual rate of 10 per cent, with per
capita income rising to ¥ 8% 10
lakh by 2030.

“The population is projected to
grow from 2.58 crore in 2023 to
around 2.9 crore by 2030. By 2047,
the region’s economy is expected to
grow nearly five-fold, driven by in-
frastructure expansion, job creation,
and regional economic diversifica-
tion,” he said.

According to the economic mas-
terplan, Greater Mumbai’s popula-
tion will stabilise at around 1.37
crore by 2047, maintaining a 55 per

cent share of the region’s GDP due
to high productivity levels.

“The remaining parts of MMR
will see faster growth, with their
population share increasing from 50
per cent in 2023 to 64 per cent in
2047, and GDP share rising from 40
to 45 per cent, driven by new busi-
ness districts, logistics hubs, and
townships.” Elaborating on em-
ployment trends, Deshpande said
MMR will have around 35 lakh
youth entering the workforce by
2030, half of them women, neces-
sitating 15 lakh new jobs.

“At least half of these jobs will be
in high-productivity sectors such as
IT, artificial intelligence, finance,
media, and chip manufacturing,” he
said. Employment across the region
is projected to rise from 1 crore in
financial year 2023 to 1.3 crore by
2030 and touch 2 crore by 2047,
they said. To match global bench-
marks, MMR plans to expand its
metro network to 450 km by finan-
cial year 2030 and enhance per
capita open space from 1 square
metre in Mumbai to 5-7 square me-
tres regionally. (PTI)

New Ramanujan scheme to

students, selected in the first instance from the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research
(JNCASR), to spend several months working at the LIMS home at the Royal Institution in London’s Mayfair.

These “visitors” will attend lectures and participate in research with scientists at LIMS.

The programme will initially offer up to six PhD students from JNCASR the opportunity to spend several
months at LIMS, with plans for the scheme to be widened in subsequent years to attract the very best young
theoretical physics and mathematics students from across India.

In phase two, the programme will expand to include the Ramanujan Junior Fellowships. Open to candidates
from across India in the early years after their PhD, these positions will bring gifted young Indian physicists
and mathematicians to work at LIMS. They will have the chance to forge links with their counterparts in Britain
over the course of three transformative years.

LIMS, a research organisation dedicated to speeding up discovery, is in the process of raising funds for these

Ramanujan Junior Fellowships.

The institute, based in the Royal Institution, is focussed on peak performance and full-time research and lays
claim to several Nobel prizes and the discovery of 10 chemical elements and the principles of electromagnetism.

LBA seeks footage

spearheading the agitation for the past five years, are scheduled to hold talks with a sub-committee of the Ministry
of Home Affairs in Delhi on Wednesday. The talks were agreed upon by the two sides to end the nearly five-

(PTI)

month-long deadlock. (PTI

India upgrades technical

New Delhi’s ties with Kabul though it has not yet recognised the Taliban set up. The foreign minister of the

Taliban set-up had said Afghanistan will not allow any elements to use its territory against New Delhi’s

ests.

inter-

Muttaqi told a select group of journalists that Kabul will also send diplomats to India as part of step-by-step

efforts to improve the bilateral ties.

“We will not allow any (element) to threaten anyone else or use the territory of Afghanistan against others.
Daesh is a challenge for the region and Afghanistan is at the frontlines of this struggle,” he had said. (PTI)

EU member nations

mutual trust and respect,”

it added. The Council also took note of the “intention to pursue work towards the es-

tablishment of a Security and Defence Partnership, which could also facilitate defence industrial cooperation when

appropriate”.

The Council will continue to engage with India on all aspects of Russia’s war of aggression against the Ukraine,

the readout said.

It said the Council also emphasises the joint capacity and responsibility of the EU and India to safeguard mul-
tilateralism and the rules-based international order with the UN Charter at its core, as well as the multilateral trading

system, in particular the WTO.

“The promotion and protection of democratic values and norms, international law and human rights, including
the rights of women and children, is an intrinsic part of the EU-India strategic agenda,” it said. (PTI)

India upheld righteousness

near future,” he said. The prime minister also underscored that the primary responsibility of the citizens is to

fulfil their duties towards the nation.

Modi also urged citizens to adopt swadeshi and proudly say, “This is swadeshi.”
“Let us promote the spirit of ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’. Let us respect all languages. Let us maintain clean-

liness.

“Let us prioritise our health. Let us reduce the use of oil in our food by 10 per cent and embrace yoga. All these
efforts will rapidly move us towards a Viksit Bharat,” he said.
“Deepavali also teaches us that when one lamp lights another, its light doesn’t diminish but it grows further.
With the same spirit, let us light lamps of harmony, cooperation and positivity in our society and surroundings this

Deepavali,” the PM said. (PTI)

NPF general convention

merger of the Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) with the NPF as a “historic resurgence” and a
“divine gift of unity”, marking the party’s return to strength after nearly eight years in opposition.

Addressing the NPF general convention at the Indira Gandhi Stadium in Kohima, Pongener said the event sym-
bolised a “triumphant revival” of the party and called for unity to extend beyond politics into every section of
Naga society and among all Naga political groups.

Welcoming Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, NDPP president Chingwang Konyak, and their colleagues into the
NPF, he said the merger had forged “a single, strong regional political entity” representing the aspirations of Nagas

and other tribes of the Northeast.

“This party embodies the very soul and identity of the Nagas,” Pongener said, assuring his full support to Rio’s
leadership and expressing confidence that he would surpass his past achievements.

Tracing the NPF’s history since 1963, Pongener said the party — Nagaland’s oldest and India’s second-oldest
regional party after the DMK — remained rooted in all 17 districts despite electoral setbacks, including winning

only two seats in 2023.

He reaffirmed the NPF’s commitment to an “honourable, inclusive, and comprehensive” settlement of the Naga

political issue and urged members to uphold Naga identity, culture, and unity.

“Let us reclaim our pride and transform this movement into an unstoppable wave of progress,” he said.

NPF Secretary General and MLA Achumbemo Kikon, presenting the 2024-2025 report of the party, recalled
the NPF’s origins in 1963 under A Kevichusa and its evolution through seven name changes.

He termed the NPF-NDPP merger a “fulfilment of the people’s long desire for one strong regional platform”,
and urged members to protect Naga faith, rights and land.

Kikon reaffirmed the party’s consistent stand for a peaceful, inclusive and honourable solution to the Naga po-

litical issue “by faith, not by arms”.

Kikon highlighted the party’s protest rallies against the scrapping of the Free Movement Regime (FMR) and
border fencing along Naga areas, reiterating that “Nagas are one and shall remain one”.

The party also denounced President’s Rule in Manipur, urging restoration of a popular government, he said.

The NPF opposed the “One Nation, One Election” proposal, warning it would threaten regional voices, and
submitted memoranda to both the 16th Finance Commission and the High-Level Committee on ONOE, he said.

Permanent memorial for

Sudarshan Thakur. Chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has instructed the Public Works Department to
prepare a detailed construction plan for the permanent samadhi at Kamarkuchi, Sonapur.

Border unrest over

During the closed-door discussion, SP S.R. Sarma informed that both sides agreed to allow the harvesting of

(PTI

paddy to resume peacefully.

The dispute arose on October 9 when Khasi Pnar villagers from Meghalaya crossed into Assam to harvest
paddy, raising concerns among locals.
The resolutions adopted in the meeting include three key points: both sides will maintain peace and mutual
respect; the magistrate and officials from West Jaintia Hills assured that the culprits involved in the Killing of
Oriwel Timung, booked under BNSS, will be handed over; and the Khasi Pnar villagers will be allowed to har-

vest their paddy.

—®—
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Governor honours courage and sacrifice of Assam Police personnel at Kahilipara ceremony

Acharya pays homage to fallen police

personnel on Police Commemoratlon Day

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Oct 21: Governor Lakshman
Prasad Acharya on Tuesday paid rich tributes to
the brave police personnel who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the line of duty, marking the
observance of Police Commemoration Day.
The solemn ceremony was held at the 10th
Assam Police Battalion Headquarters in Kahili-

Four criminals arrested in
Kachua, Nagaon Police
seize cash and ATM cards

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Oct 21: In a signifi-
cant breakthrough, the Nagaon Po-
lice successfully arrested four
notorious criminals from the
Kachua area, following a targeted
operation on the evening of Octo-
ber 18.

The arrests were carried out at
the Borghat bypass after a thor-
ough investigation by a dedicated
team of officers. The arrested indi-
viduals have been identified as
Amir Uddin, Merajul Islam, Kud-
dus Ali, and Sarif Uddin, all resi-
dents of Kachua.

During the operation, police
seized several ATM cards and a
substantial amount of cash from
their possession, indicating the ex-
tent of their alleged criminal activ-
ities. The quartet is reportedly
involved in multiple criminal inci-
dents in the region, including an at-
tempted kidnapping of a student
named Adil Parvez, the robbery of
an e-rickshaw driver, Mobarak
Hussian, and the physical assault
of a local journalist.

Their actions had caused signif-
icant concern and fear within the
community. The arrests have been
widely welcomed by residents of
Kachua, many of whom expressed
gratitude to the Nagaon Police for
their swift action.

Locals have urged authorities to
ensure that the accused face exem-
plary punishment for their crimes,
sending a strong message against
lawlessness in the area.

Sources from the police depart-
ment stated that further investiga-
tions are underway to determine
whether the accused have links to
other criminal activities in the dis-
trict. The successful operation un-
derscores the Nagaon Police’s
continued commitment to main-
taining law and order and ensuring
the safety and security of the com-
munity.

Fire destroys three shops in
Diphu market on Diwali mornlng

HT Bureau

DIPHU, Oct 21: Diwali celebrations turned grim in
Diphu market as a major fire gutted three shops early

on Monday morning.

Eyewitnesses reported that smoke was first seen
around 6:30 am from a hardware shop, with prelimi-
nary reports suggesting a short circuit may have trig-

gered the blaze.

The fire completely destroyed a hardware shop sell-
ing plastic chairs and other items, along with the pop-
ular ‘Ramaji Pan Shop’ and an adjacent bakery.

The ‘Ramaji Pan Shop,” run by a migrant family
from Bihar for two generations, was a local favourite

ment to maintaining law and order, often under
extremely challenging and dangerous circum-
stances.

Addressing the gathering, Governor Acharya
said, “Police Commemoration Day reminds us
of the valour and selflessness of our police per-
sonnel who risk and often give their lives to
protect ours. Their dedication to duty, even in
the face of grave danger, inspires us all and
strengthens our resolve to uphold the values
they stood for.”

The Governor remembered the fallen heroes
with deep reverence and extended his heartfelt
gratitude to their families for their sacrifices.

He also highlighted the crucial role of the po-
lice force in safeguarding internal security,
maintaining public peace, and serving as a pillar
of trust and stability in society.

The ceremony was attended by Director Gen-
eral of Police, Assam, Harmeet Singh, along
with senior police officers and personnel from
various units.

The attendees paid homage to the martyrs
and reaffirmed their commitment to uphold the
ideals of service, courage, and sacrifice that de-
fine the police force.

Governor Acharya’s tribute served as a

para, Guwabhati.

ness of police person

citizens.

Indian Ral

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 21: Indian
Railways (IR) has ramped up op-
erations to meet the surge in pas-
senger demand during the ongoing
festive season.

To ensure smooth travel during
Puja, Diwali, and Chhath, the na-
tional transporter is operating
12,011 special trains this year, a
substantial  in-
crease from [
7,724 special
trains during the
same period 1ast | ses

Police Commemoration Day, observed across
the country, serves as a solemn reminder of the
extraordinary courage,
their lives while protecting the nation and its

The day honours their unwavering commit-

ways runs 12,011
special trains to manage fest|ve
rush; 620 trips by NFR zone

poignant reminder of the challenges faced by
police personnel daily, and the enduring legacy
of those who have laid down their lives in the
service of the nation.

The observance underscored the public’s re-
spect and recognition for the tireless efforts of
law enforcement officers in ensuring the safety
and security of society.

Ka

dedication, and selfless-
nel who have laid down

HT Correspondent

gun, Kolkata, Guwabhati, Ranchi,
Charalapalli, Mumbai Central,
Agra Cantt, Jogbani, Lumding,
Howrah, Gomti Nagar, and Anand
Vihar, among others. On Wednes-
day, October 22, 2025, trains
scheduled include the Dibrugarh —
Gorakhpur Weekly Special, de-
parting Dibrugarh at 09:10 hours
and arriving at Gorakhpur at 19:00

NAGAON, Oct 21: The Kalang
Kala Kendra solemnly observed
the 74th birth anniversary of noted
scribe, academician, and social ac-
tivist Dr Abu Hanifa at its Kalang
Museum premises in Puranigu-
dam, Nagaon on Tuesday.

The open session was chaired by
Letugram Satra’s Satradhikar Kr-
ishna Goswami and began with a

hours, the Katihar
4 — Amritsar Weekly
Special, departing
Katihar at 21:00
hours and arriving

floral tribute to Dr Hanifa’s portrait
by writer Gunindra Gayan.

In his address as the chief guest,
Gayan, who was a childhood
friend of Dr Hanifa, highlighted

year. ! W at Amritsar at the late scholar’s immense contri-
In the North- |2 iE = =S 100:45 hours, the  butions to Nagaon’s civil society.
east Frontier Katihar — Dauram He recalled Dr Hanifa’s coura-

Railway (NFR)
zone, 48 special
festival trains are

:~:~|---~:Z:':..=

Madhepura Daily
Special, departing
Katihar at 19:00

geous role during the language
movement and his lifelong efforts
to foster social harmony.

running, cover- |
ing a total of 620 |
trips across mul-
tiple routes be-

.

- | hours and arriving Dr Hanifa’s wife, Dr Rozleen
at Dauram Mad-
hepura at 22:00

hours, the Dauram

tween September |-
and December

T ul
& Nnmemmmar Railway

Madhepura — Kati-

”‘b@@@

2025.

Special arrangements have been
made at major stations, including
Katihar, New Jalpaiguri, Guwa-
hati, Jogbani, and Kishanganj, with
holding areas, passenger an-
nouncement systems, fans, addi-
tional ticket counters, and
automatic ticket vending machines
to ensure smooth passenger move-
ment.

Round-the-clock war rooms and
extra staff, including Railway Pro-
tection Force personnel, have been
deployed for effective crowd man-
agement and passenger assistance.

These special trains connect im-
portant destinations such as Kati-
har, Kishanganj, New Jalpaiguri,
Sonpur, Dauram Madhepura,
Agartala, New Tinsukia, SMVT
Bengaluru, Amritsar, Patna, Dibru-
garh, Gorakhpur, Silchar, Naharla-

march to Sonapur

har Daily Special,

departing Dauram Madhepura at
22:45 hours and arriving at Katihar
at 02:30 hours, the Katihar — Mani-
hari Daily Special, departing Kati-
har at 20:30 hours and arriving at
Manihari at 21:30 hours, and the

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, Oct 21:

Manihari — Katihar Daily Special,
departing Manihari at 05:00 hours
and arriving at Katihar at 06:00
hours.

Passengers have been advised to
plan their journeys in advance, ar-
rive at stations early, and cooperate
with railway staff to ensure safe
and comfortable travel during the
festive season.

The extensive deployment of
special trains and enhanced station
arrangements reflect Indian Rail-
ways’ commitment to providing
uninterrupted and hassle-free
travel for millions of passengers
during the peak festive period.

the Zubeen Kshetra in Sonapur.

tice is served.

cern over the

HT Bureau

DIPHU, Oct 21: A 20-member
Karbi cultural troupe from the
Karbi Traditional Music and Cul-
tural Research Institute (KTM-
CRI), under the Art & Culture
Department of the Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council (KAAC),
will participate in the five-day 15th
Cultural Olympiad of Performing
Arts from October 25 to 29 in Pat-
taya, Thailand.

The festival, organised by the
Akhil Bhartiya Shankruti Shan
(ABSS) Global Council of Art &
Culture—an official UNESCO
partner—will bring together artists

among office-goers, businessmen, and reS|dents

Eyewitnesses
ing items worth

While the bakery sustained partial damage, Shree
Mangal Showroom nearby also suffered, with eight
exterior AC exhaust fans ruined.

Firefighters
brought the fire

cant losses were incurred.

Residents and shopkeepers expressed shock at the
scale of the destruction, noting that the fire disrupted
the festive spirit and caused substantial economic loss
to the affected families.

and performers from across the
globe.

The troupe, comprising 12
artistes along with officials, is led
by Executive Member Surya
Rongphar (Art & Culture, KAAC),
Tribal Culture Research Officer
Dilip Kathar, and KTMCRI Prin-
cipal Bonsam Kathar.

Members of the Karbi Cultural
Society including General Secre-
tary Sunil Tokbi, Publicity Secre-
tary Hingchong Tisso, and Office
Secretary Suren Hanse are also
part of the team.

The group will perform a ten-

said the blaze spread rapidly, consum-
lakhs of rupees.

arrived promptly and eventually
under control, but not before signifi-

Two youths begin foot

seeking Justice for Zubeen

In a heartfelt
bid to seek justice for late singer
Zubeen Garg, two adolescent youths,
Bitupon Gogoi and Santanu Chetia,
have embarked on a long march on foot
from Longpotia in Charaideo district to

The march began on Monday, and
upon reaching Jaysagar on Tuesday, the
youths told media persons that they in-
tend to continue their journey until jus-

They demanded that those responsi-
ble for the alleged criminal negligence
during Zubeen’s trip to Singapore face
strict punishment. The youths’ initiative
has drawn attention from local commu-
nities, highlighting the deep public con-
progress of the
investigation into Zubeen Garg’s death.

Assam Rifles celebrates Diwali
with troops and local communlty
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HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALLI, Oct
21: Assam Rifles celebrated Di-
wali with great fervour at the Bat-
talion Headquarters in Lokra on
Monday, bringing together troops,
their families, and members of the
local community in a festive at-
mosphere of joy and harmony.

The celebration saw the partici-
pation of 677 unit personnel, along
with their family members and
children, and 40 residents from the
Lokra area, making a total of 717
attendees.

The event commenced with the

Jahan, spoke about his unwavering
dedication to social work and his
steadfast commitment to his fam-
ily.

Noted writer  Sibanananda
Kakati, delivering the keynote ad-
dress, praised Dr Hanifa’s multi-
faceted personality and his
significant contributions to the
field of journalism.

Other speakers, including artiste
Golap Bora and Hanifa Sultan,
shared personal anecdotes and re-
flected on his achievements and
lasting legacy.

In his welcome address, Chit-
taranjan Bora, Secretary of Kalang
Kala Kendra, highlighted the or-
ganisation’s long association with
Dr Hanifa and spoke of how his
participation had enriched the
Kendra’s events over the years.

In his presidential address,

ceremonial lighting of diyas, sym-
bolising the triumph of light over
darkness and the victory of good
over evil, setting a joyful tone for
the festivities.

Cultural performances by the
troops and local participants added
vibrancy to the occasion, showcas-
ing a blend of traditional music,
dance, and theatrical presenta-
tions.

Sweets were distributed among
attendees, further spreading the
festive cheer and reinforcing the
spirit of community togetherness.

The Diwali celebration not only

ang Kala Kendra observes 74" birth anniv
of Dr Abu Hanifa In Puranigucam

Satradhikar Krishna Goswami em-
phasised Dr Hanifa’s efforts to pro-
mote communal harmony in
Puranigudam and his enduring in-
fluence on local society.

The programme witnessed the
participation of representatives
from various organisations, includ-
ing Puranigudam Shatadal Shakha
Sahitya Sabha, Bapuji Bhavan and
Library, Puranigudam Press Club,
and Anirban Gosthi, among others,
reflecting the widespread respect
and admiration for Dr Hanifa’s life
and work.

The observance of the birth an-
niversary served as a reminder of
Dr Hanifa’s lifelong commitment
to social service, journalism, and
community-building, leaving an
indelible mark on the cultural
and intellectual landscape of Na-
gaon.

NGO Sahal continues efforts to curb

human-elephant conflict in Morigaon

HT Correspondent

MORIGAON, Oct 21: The premier voluntary organisation of Mori-

ing the Diwali festival.

gaon district, Sahai, has been undertaking sustained efforts to reduce
human-elephant conflict by repurposing waste banana trees used dur-

Since its establishment, the NGO has been collecting banana trees
discarded after the festival and transporting them to Pabitora Wildlife
Sanctuary and Amchai Sanctuary, providing an alternative food source

for elephants and helping to prevent conflict with local communities.

For the past 22 years, volunteers of Sahai have coordinated this
initiative, ensuring that the transportation of banana trees to the sanc-
tuaries takes place immediately after the festival.

By channeling the festival waste to wildlife habitats, the organi-

zation not only minimizes potential clashes between humans and ele-

in environmental protection.

minute medley of traditional Karbi

dances reflecting agrarian life and
daily activities in the hills.
Performances will include Rit-
nong Chingdi (cultivation dance),
Han-Up Ahi Kebi (community
bamboo shoot collection dance),
Lengpum Sokchon (paddy pound-
ing dance), and Hacha Kekan

phants but also promotes wildlife conservation in the region.

The volunteers collect the used banana trees from households and
community areas and transport them to the designated sanctuaries,
maintaining the long-standing tradition of community involvement

Sahai’s continued commitment highlights the critical role of grass-
roots organizations in mitigating human-wildlife conflicts while fos-
tering awareness about wildlife conservation in Morigaon.

Karbi cultural troupe to showcase traditions
at International Festlval In Thalland

(post-harvest dance), giving inter-
national audiences and judges a
glimpse into the rich heritage and
resilience of Karbi culture.

This morning, Chief Executive
Member  Tuliram  Ronghang
flagged off the cultural troupe,
wishing them success and appreci-
ating the Art & Culture Depart-

£ irif W

provided an opportunity for
Assam Rifles personnel to relax
and enjoy the festival with their
families but also strengthened the
bond between the battalion and the
local population.

The event highlighted the
force’s commitment to community
engagement, fostering goodwill,
harmony, and mutual respect be-
tween the armed forces and civil-
ians. Through such celebrations,
Assam Rifles continues to uphold
traditions while promoting unity
and cultural connection in the re-
gions where it serves.

NFR observes Police
Commemoration
Day at Maligaon

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 21: The Rail-
way Protection Force (RPF) of the
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR)
observed Police Commemoration
Day 2025 with solemnity and rev-
erence at the Reserve Line, Mali-
gaon, on Tuesday.

The ceremony was held to hon-
our and pay tribute to police per-
sonnel, including members of RPF
and RPSF, who laid down their
lives in the line of duty while safe-
guarding the lives and property of
citizens. Senior officers, RPF and
RPSF personnel, along with staff
from NFR Headquarters and the
Greater Guwahati area, attended
the event in ceremonial attire to
offer heartfelt homage to the mar-
tyrs. The Police Commemoration
Day parade commenced at 07:20
hours, followed by the arrival of
senior officers.

Paramshiv, Principal Chief Se-
curity Commissioner (PCSC) of
NFR, was present on the occasion
and received the General Salute.

The names of the martyrs were
read out by the PCSC/NFR, fol-
lowed by a wreath-laying cere-
mony to honour their supreme
sacrifice. The band played the
“Slow March” as the PCSC laid
the wreath at the memorial, and the
parade observed a two-minute si-
lence in memory of the departed
personnel.

The solemn observance also in-
cluded the playing of the Last Post,
Shok Shastra, and the ceremonial
unfurling of the RPF flag, which
was lowered to half-mast as a mark
of respect and later raised to full
mast upon the completion of the si-
lence. Police Commemoration Day
is observed annually on October 21
across the country to remember
and honour the bravery, dedication,
and ultimate sacrifice of police
personnel who served the nation
with courage and commitment.

ment’s initiative in taking Karbi
traditions to the global stage.

EM Surya Rongphar empha-
sised that the participation will
help promote the identity, culture,
and traditions of the Karbi tribe
worldwide, highlighting their vi-
brant heritage to an international
audience.
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A hospital bed is a parked taxi with the meter running.
- Groucho Marx

victory.

.

" Azam Khan looking for role in UP polls \

s veteran leader Mohd. Azam Khan, who was recently released on

bail after being in jail for 23 months, indispensable for Samajwadi

Party and its president, former chief minister Akhilesh Yadav?
Ever since Mohd. Azam Khan who had been a Muslim face of Sama-
jwadi Party was released, politicians from different parties are meeting
him. All of a sudden, he has become the darling of the media where
he is giving interviews and expressing views on political issues espe-
cially involving Muslim community. But the most awaited and sig-
nificant meeting was between Mohd. Azam Khan and Samajwadi
Party President Akhilesh Yadav at Rampur. The body language of
Akhilesh and Azam Khan and the warmth shown during the meeting
made sure they would remain together to fight BJP in 2027 assembly
polls. But at the same time Mohd. Azam Khan made clear that he was
very annoyed with the manner in which he was ignored during the se-
lection of Samajwadi Party candidate for Rampur Lok Sabha seat.
Much to discomfort to Azam Khan, Akhilesh Yadav brought Maulvi
from the mosque from New Delhi Mubiullah Nadvi and ensured his

There is a perception that this alliance was formed to damage
chances of INDIA alliance in crucial assembly polls in Bihar. Under
these circumstances, what transpired between the two leaders during
two hours meeting before Bihar assembly polls , has created a big in-
terest. Mohd. Azam Khan has a habit of speaking in such a manner in
which other persons start decoding the real meaning. Whether he will
remain in Samajwadi Party or not or his open praise for BSP leader
Mayawati or meeting with Congress leaders have created a suspense
over his future move. There is no doubt ever since he came out of jail
and his regular meetings with political leaders and workers at his res-
idence at Rampur, Mohd. Azam Khan has succeeded in giving the im-
pression that he will remain an important factor in Muslim politics in
Western UP. People wonder whether with his actions, interviews and
meetings with leaders from different political parties Azam Khan
wants to bargain for an important position and number of tickets for
his supporters in the 2027 assembly polls.

There is a realisation in Muslim community that the combination
of Akhilesh Yadav and Rahul Gandhi was sufficient to attract the max-
imum number of votes from Muslim community for 2027 assembly
polls and any Muslim leader outside this, will have little backing. This
combination of Rahul Gandhi and Akhilesh Yadav during last Lok
Sabha polls ensured victory of 37 candidates of Samajwadi Party and
Congress also increased the tally. Now it is to be seen as to how Mohd.
Azam Khan places himself in the political scene of UP and the re-
sponse he gets from Akhilesh Yadav and Rahul Gandhi.

J

Drivers of digital transformations
have been shifting over time

By: Dr Gyan Pathak

rivers of digital transfor-
Dmation have been shifting

globally over time. Insights
from 99 economies of the world
now suggest that the world, espe-
cially those seeking to accelerate
digital transformation must invest
not only in connectivity but also in
human capital, effective institu-
tions, and inclusive strategies.

An Asian Development Bank
(ADB) brief just released found
that during the early breakaway
phase (2010-2015), infrastructure
and economic development played
dominant roles. In the catch-up
phase (2016-2021), institutional
quality and digital skills became
the most significant drivers. These
findings carry important implica-
tions for development policy.

Digital technologies have spread
rapidly, transforming economies
and societies in unprecedented
ways, the brief said. Yet this trans-
formation has not occurred evenly,
it warned. Between 2010and 2015,
a small group of economies surged
ahead in digital adoption, forming
a breakaway lead pack. From 2016
to 2021, a broader group began
catching up, yet the important di-
vides remain. Over the past 30
years, digital technologies—espe-
cially the internet—have rapidly
reshaped societies around the
world. Unlike earlier innovations
such as electricity or the telephone,
which took decades to reach a
broad user base, digital technolo-
gies have spread at unprecedented
speed.

Nevertheless, there are persist-
ent gaps—commonly referred to as
the “digital divide”. They are
shaped by a variety of factors.
Within economies, differences in
income, education, and digital lit-
eracy help explain who gains ac-
cess and who does not. Across
regions, infrastructure and skills
are typically stronger in cities than
in rural or remote areas. At the na-
tional level, disparities in access
and affordability reflect broader
differences in economic develop-
ment and policy support.

Despite the swift global uptake
in _mobile phone and internet
usage, large gaps remain. Accord-
ing to the International Telecom-
munication Union, nearly 2.6
billion people—about one-third of
the global population—still do not
have internet access. This divide
plays out not only in personal use
but also in how businesses, gov-
ernments, and civic institutions
adopt and relyon digital infrastruc-
ture.

Digitalization itself can be un-
derstood both as a process (the
rollout and use of digital tools) and
an outcome (how deeply digital
tech is embedded in society and
the economy). As more economies
integrate these technologies, the
digital divide becomes more visi-
ble and urgent—not only among
nations, but also within them.

Data from 2010 to 2021 paints a

striking picture. In 2010, internet
use averaged just over 33% glob-
ally, with most economies falling-
below that line. Only a few stood
out as early leaders with usage-
above 75%. By 2021, the average
had jumped to nearly 70%, anda
majority of economies had moved
well past the 75% threshold. As a
result, low-performing economies
today are in a starkminority—and
their lag is especially worrisome.

A pivotal moment came in 2015:
for the first time, the typical econ-
omy (measured by median internet
use) exceeded the global average.
This marked a shift from digitali-
zation being the domain of a few
pioneers to becoming the global
norm. The big question now is
whether this turning point also
helped close the digital gap—or if
some economies are still at risk of
being left behind.

Over the past 3 decades, digital
technologies have reshaped how
economies operate, governments
function, and individuals connect.
The internet, mobile phones, and
digital platforms have penetrated
societies at a pace unmatched by
earlier technological revolutions.
Yet, despite the speed of this digi-
tal proliferation, adoption levels
vary significantly across
economies. By 2021, global inter-
net usage had reached nearly 70%.
However, this average conceals
stark differences. Some economies
surpassed 75% penetration as early
as 2015, while others lagged far
behind even in 2021.

The study finds that in both the
phases of digital transformation -
Breakaway Phase (2010-2015) and
the Catch-up Phase (2016-2021) -
though the drivers dramatically
shifted, there were also some
Time-Stable drivers. Urbanization
continued to play a vital role, pro-
viding favorable environments for
infrastructure deployment and
technology uptake due to popula-
tion density and service centraliza-
tion. Regardless of the phase,
capable and responsive govern-
ments provided the institutional
bedrock for rolling out digital ini-
tiatives and ensuring their uptake
among the population.

Nevertheless, Dynamic Shifts in
Drivers over times, have offered
pressing challenge shifted from
building access to enabling mean-
ingful use. The study concluded,
“Whereas infrastructure and GDP
mattered most early on, today it is
human capital and institutional
strength that shape success. Effec-
tive digital strategies must there-
fore be adaptive, forward-looking,
and inclusive.”

“Policymakers must now look
beyond access and focus on capa-
bility. Sequencing matters: infra-
structure enables access, but skills
enable use, and institutions sustain
impact. Economies that align their
digital transformation agendas
with broader governance and eq-
uity goals will be best positioned
to thrive in the digital age,” the
study concluded.(IPA Service)

FAKE NEWS: Undermining the
foundations of democratic discourse

he proliferation of fake

news poses a grave threat

to the integrity of demo-
cratic societies, eroding the trust,
shared facts, and reasoned de-
bate essential for their function-
ing. Defined as deliberately
fabricated or misleading infor-
mation presented as legitimate
journalism, fake news manipu-
lates public opinion, distorts
electoral processes, and weakens
confidence in institutions. With
the advent of digital platforms,
particularly social media, its
reach and impact have grown ex-
ponentially, creating a crisis that
demands urgent attention. This
editorial examines the origins,
mechanisms, and consequences
of fake news, its detrimental ef-
fects on democratic discourse,
and potential strategies to coun-
teract its spread, all while navi-
gating the delicate balance
between curbing misinformation
and preserving free expression.

Historically, misinformation is
not a new phenomenon. Propa-
ganda, yellow journalism, and
sensationalism have long been
used to sway public sentiment.
However, the digital age has
transformed the scale and speed
of its dissemination. The internet
empowers anyone with a device
to create and share content, by-
passing traditional gatekeepers
like editors and fact-checkers.
Social media platforms, driven
by algorithms that prioritize en-
gagement, amplify sensational
or polarizing stories, regardless
of their veracity. A single fabri-
cated post can reach millions
within hours, exploiting cogni-
tive biases like confirmation bias
or fear to ensure rapid spread.
During the 2016 U.S. presiden-
tial election, for instance, false
stories—such as claims about a
candidate’s health or illicit activ-
ities—garnered millions of
views, shaping voter perceptions
and highlighting the potency of
fake news.

The mechanics of fake news
are both sophisticated and de-
ceptive. Fabricated stories often
mimic the appearance of credi-
ble journalism, using profes-
sional-looking websites, fake
bylines, and doctored images to
lend authenticity. These narra-
tives are crafted to provoke
strong emotional responses, en-
suring they are shared widely be-
fore being questioned. A
notorious example is the 2016
‘Pizzagate’ conspiracy, which
falsely alleged that a Washing-
ton, D.C., pizzeria was a hub for
a child trafficking ring. The

story, born on obscure online fo-
rums, spread rapidly, culminat-
ing in a real-world incident
where an armed individual en-
tered the restaurant to ‘investi-
gate.” Such cases underscore
how fake news can escalate from
digital fiction to physical harm,
threatening both individuals and
societal stability.

The impact on democratic dis-
course is profound. Democracy
relies on an informed citizenry
capable of making rational deci-
sions based on a shared under-
standing of facts. Fake news
disrupts this foundation by
flooding the public sphere with
falsehoods, making it difficult
for citizens to discern truth from
fiction. During the Brexit refer-
endum, misleading claims about
the European Union’s economic
impact or immigration policies
swayed voters, contributing to a
polarized and contentious out-
come. When citizens base their
decisions on distorted informa-
tion, the quality of democratic
deliberation suffers, replacing
reasoned debate with confu-

income through advertising or
clickbait schemes. During the
2016 election, Macedonian
teenagers reportedly earned
thousands of dollars by running
websites that published inflam-
matory, fabricated stories. This
profit motive incentivizes the
creation of sensational content,
regardless of its accuracy. Mean-
while, traditional newsrooms,
grappling with declining rev-
enues, face pressure to compete
with the allure of fake news,
sometimes resorting to sensa-
tionalism themselves, which fur-
ther blurs the line between
credible and false reporting.
Technology plays a central
role in amplifying fake news.
Social media platforms like
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube
rely on algorithms that prioritize
content based on user engage-
ment, not truth. A provocative
falsehood often outperforms a
factual but mundane story, as it
elicits stronger emotional reac-
tions. The echo chamber effect,
where users are exposed prima-

ing its harms. Media literacy is a
critical starting point. Educating
citizens to critically evaluate
sources, verify information, and
recognize manipulative tactics
can reduce susceptibility to mis-
information. Countries like Fin-
land have implemented
nationwide media literacy pro-
grams, teaching students and
adults to question headlines and
seek primary sources, with
measurable success. Community
organizations and media outlets
can expand these efforts, em-
powering individuals to navigate
the information landscape with
greater discernment.
Technological reforms are
equally essential. Social media
platforms have taken steps to ad-
dress misinformation, such as
implementing fact-checking la-
bels or removing harmful con-
tent, but these measures are often
inconsistent. Platforms could re-
fine algorithms to prioritize
credible sources or reduce the
visibility of unverified content,
though such changes must be
transparent to avoid accu-

sion and division. This ero- DEGREE OF THOUGHT sations of bias. Collabora-
sion of a shared factual T . tion between tech
baseline undermines the By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan companies, governments,

ability to engage in construc-
tive dialogue, fostering tribalism
and mistrust.

Fake news also erodes trust in
institutions, including the media,
government, and scientific bod-
ies. As false narratives compete
with credible reporting, the pub-
lic grows skeptical of all sources,
creating a fertile ground for con-
spiracy theories. A 2021 Pew
Research Center study found
that nearly 60 percent of Ameri-
cans believe news organizations
frequently report inaccurate in-
formation, a perception fueled
by the prevalence of fake news.
This distrust extends to demo-
cratic institutions themselves.
Misinformation about election
integrity, for example, fueled the
January 6, 2021, Capitol riot in
the United States, where false
claims of widespread voter fraud
incited violence and challenged
the legitimacy of the democratic
process. Similarly, misinforma-
tion about public health meas-
ures during the COVID-19
pandemic, such as false claims
about vaccine safety, contributed
to hesitancy and prolonged the
crisis.

Economic incentives exacer-
bate the problem. In the digital
economy, attention translates to
revenue. Fake news sites, often
operated by individuals or
groups seeking profit, generate

rily to content that aligns with
their beliefs, reinforces misinfor-
mation. During the COVID-19
pandemic, false narratives about
treatments or vaccine conspira-
cies spread rapidly within skep-
tical communities, undermining
public health efforts. The global
reach of these platforms means
fake news can influence elec-
tions and policies across borders,
as seen in allegations of foreign
interference in  democratic
processes.

The societal consequences are
alarming. Fake news fuels polar-
ization, deepening divisions and
making compromise nearly im-
possible. In countries like India
and Brazil, misinformation
spread through messaging apps
like WhatsApp has incited mob
violence and communal ten-
sions, demonstrating its capacity
to destabilize societies. In dem-
ocratic contexts, the erosion of
trust and the rise of polarization
weaken the social cohesion nec-
essary for collaborative gover-
nance. When citizens no longer
share a common understanding
of reality, the public square be-
comes a battleground of compet-
ing narratives, rather than a
space for reasoned discourse.

Combating fake news requires
a multifaceted approach that re-
spects free speech while address-

and civil society could lead
to standardized guidelines for
identifying and mitigating fake
news. However, any intervention
must be carefully designed to
avoid stifling legitimate speech
or empowering platforms to act
as arbiters of truth.

Journalists and media organi-
zations bear significant respon-
sibility. Upholding rigorous
standards of accuracy and impar-
tiality is essential to rebuilding
public trust. Investigative jour-
nalism that exposes fake news
operations and their funding
sources can deter bad actors.
Media outlets can also adopt in-
novative storytelling to make
factual reporting more engaging,
countering the appeal of sensa-
tional falsehoods. Partnerships
with fact-checking organiza-
tions, such as PolitiFact or
Snopes, can enhance credibility
and provide tools for the public
to verify information.

Governments have a role,
though their involvement must
be cautious to avoid overreach.
Legislation targeting the deliber-
ate spread of harmful misinfor-
mation, particularly when it
incites violence or undermines
public safety, could deter mali-
cious actors. Germany’s NetzDG
law, which requires platforms to
remove illegal content within a
specified timeframe, is one ex-
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ample, though it has sparked de-
bates about censorship. Govern-
ments can also  support
independent media and public
broadcasters to ensure a steady
supply of credible information.
However, any regulatory meas-
ures must be narrowly defined to
prevent abuse and protect free
expression.

International cooperation is
vital, given the global nature of
fake news. Cross-border misin-
formation campaigns, often
aimed at influencing elections,
require collaborative efforts to
track and counter. Organizations
like the World Association of
News Publishers have begun fa-
cilitating such cooperation, shar-
ing  best practices and
technologies for detecting misin-
formation. Strengthening global
resilience against fake news re-
quires coordinated action and a
commitment to upholding dem-
ocratic values.

Despite these strategies, sig-
nificant challenges remain. The
sheer volume of online content
makes comprehensive modera-
tion difficult, and bad actors con-
tinually adapt to evade detection.
Efforts to combat fake news
must navigate the tension be-
tween curbing misinformation
and preserving free speech.
Heavy-handed measures risk sti-
fling dissent or empowering au-
thorities to suppress legitimate
criticism, particularly in less
democratic regimes. Public
skepticism toward institutional
efforts, fueled by years of dis-
trust, further complicates the
path forward.

The fight against fake news is
ultimately a fight for the soul of
democracy. A functioning demo-
cratic discourse depends on
truth, reason, and mutual respect.
While no single solution will
eliminate fake news, a combina-
tion of media literacy, technolog-
ical reform, journalistic integrity,
and targeted regulation can mit-
igate its impact. Citizens must
also take responsibility, ap-
proaching news with skepticism
and a commitment to seeking di-
verse perspectives. The stakes
are high: fake news threatens to
unravel the trust and cooperation
that sustain democratic societies,
replacing informed debate with
chaos and division. By con-
fronting this challenge with vig-
ilance and collaboration, we can
strengthen the resilience of our
democracies and ensure that the
public square remains a space
for reasoned discourse, not ma-
nipulation and deceit.

By: Dipak Kurmi

he relationship between Pakistan

and Afghanistan stands as one of

South Asia's most persistently trou-
bled bilateral ties, characterized by decades
of mutual suspicion, recriminations, and
periodic armed confrontations. Since Pak-
istan's independence in 1947, these two
neighboring nations have struggled to es-
tablish a foundation of trust and coopera-
tion, despite sharing religious bonds
through Islam and extensive cultural con-
nections. The sources of discord between
them are multifaceted and deeply rooted in
historical grievances, territorial disputes,
strategic anxieties, and divergent national
aspirations. This troubled relationship has
endured through dramatic political trans-
formations on both sides, including Pak-
istan's alternation between civilian and
military rule, and Afghanistan's tumultuous
journey through monarchy, communism,
civil war, foreign interventions, and the
rise and fall and resurgence of the Taliban.
Understanding the complexities of this re-
lationship requires examining the historical
wounds, contested boundaries, economic
pressures, ethnic tensions, and geopolitical
calculations that continue to drive wedges
between Islamabad and Kabul.

The historical trajectory of Afghanistan
has been marked by extraordinary up-
heaval and transformation over the past
five decades. The country witnessed the
overthrow of its centuries-old monarchy in
1973, followed by a brief nationalist inter-
lude before falling under communist con-
trol for eleven years until 1989. During this
period, the Soviet Union launched its ill-
fated intervention in 1979, attempting to
prop up the communist government while
fundamentally reshaping Afghan society
and politics. Pakistan played a crucial role
during this era by supporting the Mu-
jahideen resistance fighters who ultimately
forced Soviet withdrawal. Following the
communist collapse, President Najibullah's
nationalist government lasted merely three
years before disintegrating in 1992, plung-
ing Afghanistan into a devastating civil
war. From this chaos emerged the Taliban
movement in 1994, which, with substantial
Pakistani assistance, rapidly conquered
vast territories and captured Kabul in 1996.
The Taliban's first reign ended abruptly in
late 2001 when the United States invaded
Afghanistan in response to the September
11 terrorist attacks orchestrated by Al-

Qaeda, which had found sanctuary under
Taliban protection. The subsequent two
decades saw the establishment of an Is-
lamic Republic backed by American mili-
tary might, but this system failed to
establish legitimacy or stability. After
twenty years of insurgency, the Taliban,
once again supported by Pakistan, returned
to power in August 2021 following the
American withdrawal, this time achieving
complete control over Afghan territory.
At the heart of the Pakistan-Afghanistan
discord lies the contentious issue of the
Durand Line, a 2,640-kilometer boundary
that represents far more than a mere geo-
graphical demarcation for Afghans, partic-
ularly the Pashtun population. This border
derives its name from Sir Mortimer Du-
rand, the Foreign Secretary of British
India, who in 1893 compelled Afghan ruler
Amir Abdul Rehman Khan to accept a di-
vision of his territories. This agreement ef-
fectively split the Pashtun tribes, placing
some under British control and others re-
maining under Afghan sovereignty. Afghan
scholar Nabi Sahak has articulated what
many Afghans believe: that the original
purpose of the Durand Line was to define
zones of British and Afghan spheres of in-
fluence rather than to create a permanent
international border, contrary to the inter-
pretation that dominates in Pakistan and
Western capitals. However, British India
treated this line as a permanent boundary,
and Pakistan inherited this position upon
its creation in 1947. Afghanistan has con-
sistently rejected this interpretation, and
before Britain's departure from the sub-
continent, Afghan authorities urged the
colonial power to relinquish the Durand
Line Agreement, which would have re-
turned all Pashtun lands to Afghanistan
and effectively established the Indus River
as the border between the two new na-
tions. When Britain refused, Afghanistan
became the sole country to oppose Pak-
istan's admission to the United Nations,
setting the tone for decades of antagonism.
The Pashtunistan movement became a
major flashpoint during the 1950s and
1960s when Daud Khan, cousin of King
Zahir Shah and Prime Minister from 1953
to 1963, actively championed the cause of
uniting all Pashtun territories under
Afghan control. This advocacy led to
armed hostilities in 1961, prompting Pak-
istan to close its land border with
Afghanistan, creating severe shortages
and pushing Afghanistan toward greater

dependence on the Soviet Union. When
Daud deposed Zahir Shah in 1973 and as-
sumed the presidency, he initially revived
Pashtunistan ambitions but was forced to
abandon them due to Pakistani pressure
and renewed border closures. Although
Daud and Pakistani Prime Minister Zul-
figar Ali Bhutto normalized relations by
1976, the fundamental issue remained un-
resolved, as Daud, like his predecessors
and successors, refused to recognize the
Durand Line as a legitimate international
boundary. Even in recent times, when Pak-
istan formally abolished the Tribal Agen-
cies of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa in 2018,
then-Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
lodged an official protest, demonstrating
the continuity of Afghan claims over these
territories.

Economic considerations add another
layer of complexity to this troubled rela-
tionship. Afghanistan's landlocked geog-
raphy makes it critically dependent on
transit routes through neighboring coun-
tries, primarily Pakistan, Iran, and the
Central Asian republics. While the Pak-
istani route offers the most efficient access
to international markets and ports, Islam-
abad has weaponized this geographical ad-
vantage as an instrument of coercion.
Afghan governments have consistently
sought permission for India-Afghanistan
trade to transit through Pakistani territory
from the Wagah border crossing, but Pak-
istan has obstinately refused to allow In-
dian exports and aid to reach Afghanistan
via this route. This obstruction generates
considerable resentment in Afghanistan,
but even more infuriating for Afghans is
when Pakistan periodically blocks goods
from entering Afghanistan through land
routes or via Karachi port. These actions,
which Pakistan employs as political lever-
age, have repeatedly created humanitarian
and economic crises in Afghanistan, deep-
ening Afghan bitterness toward their east-
ern neighbor.

The ethnic dimension of the Pakistan-
Afghanistan relationship centers on the
Pashtun-Punjabi divide, which reflects
deeper cultural and political tensions. Al-
though Pakistan has successfully inte-
grated many Pashtuns into its state
apparatus, particularly in  Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province, and large Pashtun
populations reside in cities like Karachi,
fundamental differences persist between
Pashtun ways of life and the dominant cul-
tures south and east of the Indus River.

Pakistani Pashtuns, supported by their
Afghan counterparts, viewed the 2018 ex-
tinction of the Tribal Agencies as an as-
sault on their traditional lifestyle by the
Punjabi-dominated Pakistani state and
military establishment. This resentment
manifests in support for the Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan, which Afghan Pashtuns re-
gard as kinsmen rather than terrorists. This
ethnic solidarity across the porous border
represents perhaps the most immediate
and dangerous source of contemporary
tension between the two countries.

The question of gratitude forms a pecu-
liar but significant element in this bilateral
relationship. Pakistan maintains that it
hosted millions of Afghan refugees and
provided sanctuary to seven Mujahideen
groups during the anti-Soviet jihad,
thereby preventing Afghanistan from
falling permanently under Soviet control.
Pakistani officials further believe their as-
sistance enabled the Taliban to defeat the
United States, and therefore Afghanistan
owes Pakistan profound gratitude. How-
ever, Afghans harbor bitter memories of
their treatment in Pakistan and argue that
Islamabad's policies during these periods
primarily served Pakistani strategic inter-
ests rather than Afghan welfare. From the
Afghan perspective, Pakistan's demand for
gratitude is not only misplaced but insult-
ing, as it ignores how Pakistan instrumen-
talized Afghan suffering for its own
geopolitical objectives.

Finally, India's shadow looms perpetu-
ally over Pakistan-Afghanistan relations.
Pakistan has consistently feared strategic
encirclement by India and Afghanistan si-
multaneously, leading Islamabad to de-
mand that Kabul limit its relationship with
New Delhi. However, no Afghan govern-
ment, regardless of its ideology or compo-
sition, accepts the notion that its foreign
policy should be dictated by Pakistani
preferences. This tension has intensified
recently as Pakistan perceives the Tal-
iban's warming relations with India as a
betrayal and the ultimate demonstration of
Afghan ingratitude. The India factor en-
sures that even when other issues might be
manageable, the fundamental strategic
distrust between Pakistan and Afghanistan
remains intact, perpetuating a cycle of
hostility that shows little sign of resolution
despite changing governments, systems,
and regional dynamics. (the writer can be
reached at
dipakkurmiglpltd@gmail.com)
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Khandu pays tribute to police personnel on Commemoratlon Day

‘We salute their families, whose strength and sacrifice stand as the unseen pillars behind their heroism’

ITANAGAR, Oct 21: Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema
Khandu on Tuesday paid tributes
to policemen who made the
supreme sacrifice in the line of
duty.

“On this Police Commemoration
Day, we pay heartfelt tributes to
the valiant men and women of our
police forces who laid down their
lives in service to the nation. Their
courage, discipline, and devotion
to duty embody the highest ideals
of public service,” Khandu said in
a post on X.

The chief minister also extended

his deep gratitude to the families of
the slain policemen, acknowledg-
ing their silent yet immense contri-
bution.

“We also salute their families,
whose strength and sacrifice stand
as the unseen pillars behind their
heroism,” he added.

Khandu’s tribute reflects the
state government’s deep respect for
the dedication of the police frater-
nity, especially those serving in
challenging and remote terrains of
Arunachal Pradesh.

He reaffirmed the government’s
continued support for strengthen-

ing policing infrastructure and wel-
fare measures for personnel and
their families.

State Home Minister Mama
Natung also extended his homage
to the slain policemen, stating that
the state government remains com-
mitted to strengthening the police
infrastructure and supporting the
welfare of the law enforcers and
their families.

He added that the government
would continue to work towards
equipping the force with modern
facilities to meet evolving security
challenges.

Director General of Police
Anand Mohan reiterated the de-
partment’s commitment to public
safety and welfare on the occa-
sion.

“The sacrifices of our fallen
comrades continue to inspire us to
serve with integrity, courage, and
compassion. We remain dedicated
to ensuring that their legacy lives
on through our work,” the DGP
added.

Police Commemoration Day is
observed every year on October 21
to honour the memory of police
personnel who lost their lives in

the line of duty. The day traces its
origin to 1959, when ten Indian po-
lice personnel were martyred at
Hot Springs in Ladakh while de-
fending the nation’s borders.

Since then, the day has stood as
a solemn reminder of the unwaver-
ing commitment, courage, and sac-
rifice of India’s police forces who
safeguard the lives and liberties of
citizens across the country.

The day was marked with
solemn ceremonies across the
state. At the police headquarters
here, wreaths were laid to honour
the fallen heroes. (PTI)
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HT Correspondent

ITANAGAR, Oct 21: An entre-
preneurial  delegation  from
Arunachal Pradesh held a high-
level business meeting with the
India—Thai Chamber of Commerce
(ITCC) in Bangkok on October 20,
2025, aimed at promoting invest-
ment opportunities in the State’s
emerging food processing and
tourism sectors.

The meeting was attended by
Biren Surendra Parikh, vice presi-
dent, and Amit Sehgal, Executive
Director of ITCC, along with rep-
resentatives of the visiting Indian
delegation.

During the interaction, Likha
Maaj, Lead Promoter of the Mega
Food Park Project, extended a for-
mal invitation to Thai investors to
explore Arunachal Pradesh’s vast
potential in food processing.

He offered 50 acres of land
under the Mega Food Park for set-
ting up a variety of food-based in-

dustries, assuring investors of a

conducive and business-friendly
environment.

Highlighting the investor-ori-
ented reforms introduced under the
leadership of chief minister Pema
Khandu, Maaj said the State’s In-
dustrial Policy provides attractive
incentives such as free land for
Thai companies, power subsidies,
GST reimbursements, and other
policy benefits.

He added that Arunachal
Pradesh—popularly known as the
“Fruit Bowl of India”—is rich in
horticultural and agricultural re-
sources, offering immense oppor-
tunities for establishing fruit-based
and agro-processing units.

Responding positively, ITCC
vice president Parikh lauded the
initiative and expressed strong in-
terest in the proposal.

He requested a Detailed Project
Report (DPR) from the delegation,
detailing the scope and viability of

CM Khandu visits Tokyo's Sophia
University, Disaster Prevention Park

ITANAGAR, Oct 21: Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema
Khandu, currently on an official
tour to Japan, on Tuesday visited
Sophia University in Tokyo and
the Tokyo Rinkai Disaster Preven-
tion Park, highlighting opportuni-
ties for collaboration in higher
education, technology, and disaster
management.

In a series of social media posts,
Khandu said he held meaningful
discussions with Sophia University
president Prof Miki Sugimura and
chancellor Prof Sali Augustine SJ,
in the presence of delegates from
the Indian Embassy in Tokyo.

“Encouraged to learn that Japan-
ese universities are increasingly of-
fering English-medium courses
and that the education sector in
Japan is opening up for greater
global collaboration,” Khandu said
in a post on X.

The chief minister also ex-
pressed happiness in reconnecting
with Prof Sali Augustine SJ, who
had previously worked in
Arunachal Pradesh.

“It was a pleasure meeting Prof
Augustine, who once worked in
Arunachal Pradesh and continues
to make the state proud with his

Arunacha
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contribution to global academia,”
Khandu said.

During his visit, Khandu took a
walk around the scenic campus of
Sophia University, one of Japan’s
most prestigious institutions lo-
cated in the heart of Tokyo, and
met several Indian professors ex-
celling in various Japanese univer-
sities.

He also toured the mechanical
engineering department laboratory,
where he interacted with students
and faculty members, appreciating
Japan’s commitment to research
and innovation.

“Truly impressed by Japan’s un-
wavering passion for technological
advancement and continuous inno-
vation,” the chief minister re-
marked in another post.

Later in the day, Khandu visited
the Tokyo Rinkai Disaster Preven-
tion Park, where he gained first-
hand insights into Japan’s
world-renowned disaster prepared-
ness and management systems.

“I am truly impressed by how
well-prepared Japan is, with effi-
cient planning, awareness meas-
ures, and public information
systems, to effectively tackle natu-
ral calamities,” he shared. (PTI)
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investment prospects in the State.

The ITCC leadership also ex-
pressed enthusiasm to explore co-
operation in the tourism sector,
noting that Arunachal Pradesh’s
pristine landscapes, biodiversity,
and favourable climate offer ex-
ceptional potential for eco-tourism
and cultural tourism ventures.

Adding further momentum to
the discussions, Tony Pertin, pro-
moter of Norphel Winery and a
previous representative of
Arunachal  Pradesh at the
THAIFEX-Anuga Asia Exhibi-
tion, presented samples of locally
produced fruit wines to ITCC offi-
cials.

The gesture showcased the
State’s strength in value-added
fruit products and aimed to build
new export linkages in the Thai
market.

The meeting concluded on a
highly encouraging note, marking
a significant step toward fostering
bilateral cooperation and invest-
ment between Arunachal Pradesh
and Thailand in the fields of food
processing, agri-business, and
tourism development.

The delegation also included
Chau Myaseng C Thoomten, Trade
Development Officer-cum-Deputy
General Manager, APIDFCL, who
elaborated on the State’s strengths
and emerging opportunities in the
agri-allied and tourism sectors.

Two killed inwild
elephant attack at

Namsang Village

HT Correspondent
NAMSANG, Oct 21: In a tragic in-

cident, two residents of Namsang
village —Tanen Nocte (46) and
Nanthok Hodong (45) — were
killed by a herd of wild elephants
near the village school campus late
last night between 10:00 and 11:00
pm.

This marks the fourth human fa-
tality from elephant attacks in the
Deomali area this year and the fifth
within the past year, underscoring
the rising cases of human-elephant
conflict in the region. The victims
include former MLA Shri Kapchen
Rajkumar, who also lost his life in a
similar incident earlier.

Following the report, a team
comprising the Range Forest Offi-
cer (RFO), medical staff, and police
personnel rushed to the site to assess
the situation and complete neces-
sary formalities. Minister for Envi-
ronment and Forests Wangki
Lowang visited the site on Tuesday
to take stock of the situation.

MLA, officials visit site, assure relief

21 shops gutted In masswe fire at Khonsa Bazar

HT Correspondent
KHONSA, Oct 21: A devastating
fire broke out at Khonsa Market in
Tirap district late on Monday night,
reducing 21 shops to ashes and
leaving several others partially
damaged.

The blaze, which began around
11:30 pm on October 20, was re-
portedly triggered by firecrackers
burst during Diwali celebrations.

Panic gripped the crowded mar-
ket area as the flames spread rapidly
through adjoining shops, forcing
residents and traders to flee to
safety.

Deputy Commissioner of Tirap,
Techu Aran, accompanied by ADC
Khonsa, Namneet Singh, IAS, im-
mediately activated emergency re-
sponse measures.

Fire tenders from the Fire
Brigade, assisted by personnel of
the 44 Assam Rifles, 36 Bn CRPF,
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF), and local volunteers,
worked tirelessly through the night
to douse the flames and prevent the
fire from spreading to nearby resi-
dential buildings.

Their coordinated and prompt ac-
tion averted what could have been
a major catastrophe.

Fortunately, no casualties have
been reported. However, the loss of
property is extensive.

Preliminary reports from the Dis-
trict Disaster Management Office
(DDMO) confirmed that nine shops
were completely gutted while
twelve others suffered partial dam-
age.

The assessment of total damages
is underway.

Upon receiving the news, local
MLA Wanglam Sawin visited the
site early Tuesday morning along

Two-day Angling Event at Parsi Parlo promotes
tourism, river conservation in Kurung Kumey

with DC Tirap Techu Aran, ADC

Namneet Singh, DDMO Emily
Tingkhatra, Fire Officer SI Emne
Ngomdir, SDRF ASI Yumto Pu-
long, Nyason Sawin (W/o HMLA
W Sawin), ZPM Bari-Basip Tediap
Hallang, BJP District President
Lankham Wangsu, and BJP Vice
President Jiten Wangsa.

The team took stock of the dam-
age, interacted with affected traders,
and discussed relief measures.

Expressing deep sorrow over the
incident, MLA Wanglam Sawin as-
sured that the matter of relief and
compensation would be taken up
with higher authorities in coordina-
tion with the concerned depart-
ments and district administration.
He emphasised the urgent need to
curb the illegal tapping of electricity
connections in Khonsa Bazar and
nearby residential areas, a common
cause of fire hazards.

The MLA announced that elec-
tricity meters would soon be in-
stalled in all households and
commercial establishments to en-
sure proper billing and timely pay-

ment of government revenues.

He also appealed to the public to
cooperate by clearing their pending
electricity and water supply bills.

During his inspection, DC Tirap
Techu Aran expressed serious con-
cern over the non-compliance of
fire safety norms by many shop-
keepers.

Despite repeated directives from
the administration requiring every
establishment to install a fire extin-
guisher, most vendors had failed to
do so.

The DC urged all shop owners to
compulsorily keep fire extinguish-
ers to prevent future incidents.

He also instructed roadside en-
croachers to remove temporary
sheds that obstruct access routes,
ensuring unhindered movement
of fire tenders during emergen-
cies.

The DC assured that the District
Disaster Management Authority
(DDMA) would conduct a detailed
assessment and extend necessary
relief assistance to the affected
traders.

Meanwhile, BJP District Presi-
dent Lankham Wangsu conveyed a
message from minister Wangki
Lowang, who expressed solidarity
with the victims and announced that
relief items would be provided from
his personal side.

Wangsu further appealed to the
property owners of the damaged
shops not to seek compensation for
themselves but to allow the actual
shopkeepers running the businesses
to avail government relief benefits.

DDMO Emily Tingkhatra and
Fire Officer SI Emne Ngomdir
briefed that the quick intervention
of firefighting teams, supported by
the Assam Rifles, CRPF, SDRF,
and local volunteers, prevented the
fire from engulfing adjacent build-
ings.

Members of the Khonsa Bazar
Welfare Committee (KBWC), led
by President Asen Wangsu, along
with senior resident Wangpong
Tangjang, lauded the swift and co-
ordinated efforts of the firefighting
teams under the leadership of DC
Techu Aran.

They praised the dedication and
courage displayed by the joint team
of Fire Brigade personnel, Tirap Po-
lice, Assam Rifles, CRPF, SDREF,
and local youths who worked
through the night to bring the situa-
tion under control.

The incident has once again un-
derscored the urgent need for fire
safety awareness and preventive in-
frastructure in commercial areas of
the district.

The administration has appealed
to citizens and shop owners to re-
main vigilant and strictly adhere to
fire safety measures to prevent re-
currence of such mishaps in the fu-
ture.

Arunachal Farmers Union
urges state govt for genuine
beneficiary selection

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
KOLORIANG, Oct 21: A two-day event was or-

ganised at Parsi Parlo in Kurung Kumey district —
the lone Neolithic site in Arunachal Pradesh — to
promote tourism and raise awareness on the con-
servation and preservation of aquatic species in the
Kumey river, particularly the Mahseer fish.

The event, held on October 17 and 18, 2025,
was organised by the Kumey Valley Riverine Fes-
tival Committee (KVRFC) led by Chairman Dare
Logung and Organising Secretary Ha Takia, in col-
laboration with the Kurung Kumey District Ad-
ministration under Deputy Commissioner
Cheechung Chuku and Superintendent of Police
Bomken Basar. The Arunachal Anglers Forum, led
by advocate B. Tayu, served as the technical part-
ner. The district tourism promotion committee was
represented by its Chairman Nangram Kaying.

Sponsored by Koloriang ML A Pani Taram, with

fishing accessories support from Derek D’Souza,
the event featured multiple competitions and ad-
venture activities. The first day’s lure fishing com-
petition was won by Dr Paney Thoungon, who
received a cash prize of %1,50,000, along with a
certificate, trophy, and fishing accessories.

On the second day, the open competition for
lures and baits was won by Seji (full name not
available), who received %1,00,000, a trophy, cer-
tificate, and fishing accessories.

Besides the angling contests, participants also
took part in river rafting, traditional fishing demon-
strations such as Subuk and Pattar, sightseeing at
Karugh Selley, exploration of Neolithic-age instru-
ments, and a cave expedition.

Atotal of 154 anglers from different parts of the
state took part in the two-day festival, which aimed
to blend adventure tourism with heritage conser-
vation.

ITANAGAR, Oct 21: The Arunachal Farmers
Union (AFU) has urged the State Government
and the Agriculture and Allied Departments to
ensure the selection of genuine beneficiaries
under the various Atmanirbhar Schemes and to
implement them effectively for the welfare of
farmers and unemployed youths across the
state. Addressing the media after a meeting held
at a city hotel in Itanagar, AFU President
Nabam Akam James stated that the Union has
discussed several crucial issues concerning the
farming community, including the timely re-
lease of funds and the promotion of agriculture
and allied activities.

He appealed to Finance Minister and Deputy
Chief Minister Chowna Mein to release the
funds earmarked for the Atmanirbhar Schemes
announced in the State Budget 2025, enabling
the departments to implement them without
delay.

Event celebrates tribal heritage, creativity, and unity among EMRS students across Arunachal Pradesh

State-Level EMRS Cultural and Literary Fest 2025
showcases tribal herltage and student talent

Commemoration Day at PTC Banderdewa

HT Correspondent
BANDERDEWA, Oct 21: The Arunachal Pradesh Police today observed
the 66th Police Commemoration Day at the Police Training Centre (PTC),
Banderdewa, honouring the supreme sacrifice and unwavering dedication
of police personnel who laid down their lives in the line of duty.

Police Commemoration Day is observed every year on October 21
across the country to mark the tragic yet valiant incident of 1959, when
ten Indian policemen were killed in an ambush by Chinese troops at Hot
Springs in Aksai Chin, Ladakh.

The Annual Conference of Inspectors General of Police, held in Janu-
ary 1960, had resolved to commemorate this day each year in honour of
all fallen police personnel.

The solemn ceremony was attended by officers, police veterans, and
family members of the martyrs, who paid floral tributes at the memorial.

Genden Tsomu offered prayers in memory of her late husband, Lt CT
Thutan Tsering of the 4th IRBn, Arunachal Pradesh, who lost his life
while on duty. Home Minister of Arunachal Pradesh graced the occasion
and paid homage to the martyrs, stating that the sacrifices of police per-
sonnel will always be remembered.

“Their courage and devotion remind us that every time a police officer
dons the uniform, they face risks unknown. On this day, we reaffirm our
pledge to support our brave men and women in uniform, care for their
families, and uphold the values of duty, integrity, and service they stood
for,” he said.

The observance served as a solemn reminder of the courage, commit-
ment, and selfless service of police forces across the nation.

HT Correspondent
ITANAGAR, Oct 21: The State-Level
Eklavya Model Residential School (EMRS)
Cultural and Literary Fest 2025-26 was held
on Tuesday at the Pastoral Range Centre,
ESS Colony, Itanagar, organised by the
Arunachal Pradesh EMRS Society and the
Department of Social Justice & Empower-
ment and Tribal Affairs (SJETA) under the
aegis of the Ministry of Tribal Aftairs, Gov-
ernment of India.

The two-day fest aimed to provide a vi-
brant platform for EMRS students to exhibit
their creative talents in art, culture, and lit-
erature, while celebrating the rich tribal her-
itage and diversity of Arunachal Pradesh.

The event featured a wide range of com-
petitions, including tribal and folk dances,
music, debates, poetry, elocution, story-
telling, recitation, and painting, designed to
promote tribal languages, creativity, and
self-expression among students.

Altogether, five functional EMRS institu-
tions—EMRS Lumla, EMRS Bana, EMRS
Khela, EMRS Tirbin, and EMRS Nyapin—
enthusiastically participated in the fest.

The competitions were judged by experts
from their respective fields, ensuring fair
and professional evaluation of perform-

ances. Welcoming the participants, Director
of SJETA, Yumalm Kaha, highlighted that
winners of the state-level competitions
would earn the honour of representing
Arunachal Pradesh at the National-Level
EMRS Cultural and Literary Fest, to be or-
ganised by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.
He lauded the enthusiasm of students and

teachers for preserving and promoting tribal
art forms through such initiatives.

As per the final results, EMRS Lumla
emerged as the overall winner in several lit-
erary categories, securing first position in
Elocution (Hindi & English) for both junior
and senior groups, Storytelling (Hindi &
English) for the junior group, and Recitation

(Sanskrit Shloka) and Recitation (English
Poem).

In Recitation (Hindi-Kavya Path) for the
junior group, EMRS Bana bagged the first
prize, while EMRS Khela secured the top
position in Group Song (Patriotic), followed
by EMRS Bana and EMRS Tirbin in second
and third positions, respectively.

EMRS Tirbin was declared first in Group
Dance (Traditional), with EMRS Nyapin and
EMRS Khela securing second and third posi-
tions. In the Tribal Painting Competition,
EMRS Nyapin claimed first position, followed
by EMRS Lumla and EMRS Tirbin.

The event concluded with a felicitation
ceremony honouring the achievements of
the participating schools and students.

The fest was described as not just a cele-
bration of talent but a celebration of heritage,
creativity, and unity, bringing together the
voices, colours, rhythms, and stories of di-
verse tribal communities through the artistic
expressions of young EMRS students.

The State-Level EMRS Cultural and Lit-
erary Fest 2025 reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to nurturing young tribal tal-
ents and preserving Arunachal Pradesh’s
cultural identity through education and cre-
ative platforms.
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Rajnath Singhwarnso r1sing
1deological wars sophlstlcated Crimes

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on Tues-
day emphasised the shifting land-
scape of country’s security
challenges, noting that while the
nation grapples with border insta-
bility, society faces a new surge in
sophisticated crimes, terrorism and
“ideological wars”.

Speaking on the occasion of Po-
lice Commemoration Day, Singh
underscored the critical need to
balance external and internal secu-
rity to achieve the vision of a
“Viksit Bharat’ by 2047.

“Areas that were once known as
the red corridor have now trans-
formed into growth corridors,” the
defence minister said, highlighting
the significant progress made
against the Naxal problem, long a
major internal security challenge,
and credited the concerted and or-
ganised efforts of the police,
CRPF, BSF and local administra-
tion in preventing the problem
from escalating.

Police Commemoration Day is
observed annually to honour the
memory of 10 Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) personnel
who were killed in an ambush by
Chinese troops in Ladakh’s Hot
Spring area on this day in 1959.

Addressing an event at the Na-
tional Police Memorial, Singh as-
serted that despite functioning on
different platforms, the military
and police share the singular mis-
sion of national protection.

The Defence Minister cautioned

Use of term physical elations’
Withoutevidence notsuffcient
toestablish rape: Deli HC

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: Mere use
of the term “physical relations”
without supporting evidence is in-
sufficient to establish rape or ag-
gravated penetrative sexual assault,
the Delhi High Court has held.

The court’s observation came
while allowing a man’s appeal
challenging his conviction and 10
years imprisonment in a rape case
and acquitting him of the charges.

“In the peculiar facts and cir-
cumstances of this case, the use of
the term “physical relations’, unac-
companied by any supporting evi-
dence, would not be sufficient to
hold that the prosecution has been
able to prove the offence beyond
reasonable doubt.

“The appellant’s conviction
under Section 376 IPC and Section
6 of the POCSO Act is unsustain-
able,” Justice Manoj Kumar Ohri

that while there is instability on the
borders, new types of crimes, ter-
rorism and ideological wars are
emerging within society, as he de-
tailed the complex nature of mod-
ern internal threats.

“Crime has become more organ-
ised, invisible, and complex, and
its purpose is to create chaos in so-
ciety, undermine trust and chal-
lenge the stability of the nation,”
Singh said.

He commended the police for
their dual role: carrying out their
official duty of crime prevention
while fulfilling the moral duty of
maintaining societal trust.

“If people are sleeping peace-
fully today, it is due to their confi-
dence in our vigilant armed forces
and alert police,” he added.

Exuding confidence, the Minis-
ter asserted that the Naxal menace

is “on the verge of becoming his-
tory,” echoing the commitment of
Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
who has declared that the threat
will end by March 2026.

“Several top Naxalites have
been eliminated this year... Areas
that were once Naxalite hubs are
now becoming educational hubs.
Areas that were once known as the
red corridor have now transformed
into growth corridors,” Singh said
and acknowledged the significant
contribution of security forces to
this success.

A joint parade of the Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) and
Delhi Police was held on the occa-
sion.

Prime Minister Narendra Modli,
Home Minister Amit Shah, chief
ministers and governors paid trib-
utes to the police personnel for

their role in thwarting internal se-
curity challenges and assured sup-
port to their families.

In a post on X, PM Modi said,
“On Police Commemoration Day,
we salute the courage of our police
personnel and recall the supreme
sacrifice by them in the line of
duty. Their steadfast dedication
keeps our nation and people safe.”

Home Minister Shah conveyed
his “warm greetings”, recognising
the police as first responders who
have “scripted glory by thwarting
crimes and threats to internal secu-
rity, and by protecting citizens’
rights with exemplary courage and
commitment”.

The defence minister also high-
lighted the Modi led government’s
commitment to bolstering national
security and recognising the police
forces and recalled that the govern-
ment established the National Po-
lice Memorial in 2018 to honour
their contributions.

He noted the various modernisa-
tion efforts, saying the police have
been provided “state-of-the-art
weapons and improved facilities”,
including modern equipment such
as surveillance systems, drones,
forensic labs and digital policing
tools.

In a separate post, Home Minis-
ter Shah also paid tribute to Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose and the war-
riors of the Indian National Army
(INA) on its foundation day, call-
ing them an “eternal inspiration for
the nation first ethos.” (PTI)

TN rains: Weather system Intensifies, red alert
Ssugd In 8 districts, CM reviews situation

CHENNAI, Oct 21: As the North-
east monsoon intensified across
Tamil Nadu, the regional weather
office on Tuesday issued heavy
rainfall alert to a number of dis-
tricts, while Chief Minister M K
Stalin reviewed the situation with
officials and directed that precau-
tionary measures be put in place in
view of the downpour.

He also directed deputing IAS
officers as Monitoring Officers to
districts that have been issued
heavy rain alerts.

A Low Pressure Area that
formed over the Bay of Bengal in-
tensified into a Well Marked Low
Pressure Area, the Regional Mete-
orological Centre said in an update.

“Under the influence of an upper
air cyclonic circulation over the
South Bay of Bengal, a Low Pres-

.

territory as well.
“Heavy rain is likely in the entire
north coastal belt, but extremely
heavy rain is expected in the above
districts,” the official said.
According to him, an orange
alert has been sounded for Chennai,

renovation works belng undertaken
in the south Chennai area to im-
prove the waterways so that flood
water can easily flow into the sea
during the monsoon season.

These works include deepening,
widening, constructing covered
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MUZAFFARPUR
Oct 21: Bihar Chief Minister Ni-
tish Kumar on Tuesday charged
his arch-rival Lalu Prasad with
doing “nothing for women” while
in power, and propping up wife
Rabri Devi when the charge sheet
in the fodder scam caused him to
step down.

The JD(U) president, who is
seeking a record fifth consecutive
term in office, was addressing his
maiden election rally in Minapur
constituency of Muzaffarpur dis-
trict, where he also said he was
disillusioned with the RJD, headed
by Prasad, after two short-lived al-
liances, and vowed to remain with
the NDA.

Speaking about his govern-
ment’s thrust in women’s em-
powerment, as witnessed in the

(BI HR),
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formation of self-help groups on
a large scale and the recently
launched Mukhyamantri Mahila
Rojgar Yojana, as part of which
Rs 10,000 each have been trans-
ferred into accounts of more than
one crore beneficiaries, Kumar
drew a contrast with the previous
regime.

“Did the ones in power do any-
thing for women? They could not
have cared less. Only when, after
seven years of chief ministership,
a situation came where stepping
down could not have been
avoided, the wife was installed,”
said Kumar, without mentioning
his detractors by name.

Prasad, who became the Bihar
chief minister in 1990, occupied
the post till 1997 when his wife, a
homemaker who was till then not

campaign, takes
Ing for women’

known to have an aptitude for pol-
itics, was appointed to the top
post, in a move that had triggered
a massive controversy in those
days.

Kumar, who, in alliance with
the BJP, defeated the RID in 2005,
also recalled his alliances with his
arch-rival’s party, first in 2015 and
then again in 2022, both of which
lasted for less than two years.

Prasad’s son and heir apparent
Tejashwi Yadav, who is currently
the leader of the opposition and
the NDA'’s principal challenger,
had served as the deputy CM on
both occasions.

Kumar said, “Because of cir-
cumstances, | had to tie up with
those people, but it did not take me
long to realise that they were good
for nothing. Now | am back (in
NDA) for good.”

Kumar also spoke at length
about efforts made by his govern-
ment to improve infrastructure,
education and healthcare in the
state, while lauding the Narendra
Modi government at the Centre for
its cooperation.

He also underscored that “an at-
mosphere of terror” had prevailed
in Bihar, because of poor law and
order and alleged patronage to
criminals by the powers that be,
until he took over.

“But now, it is for all to see how
much things have changed. Even
disputes between Hindus and
Muslims have come down because
we were sensitive to needs like
fencing of religious places of both
faiths”, said Kumar. (PTI)

Lokpal wants seven
BMW cars, floats tender

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: Anti-graft ombudsman Lokpal
has floated a tender to procure seven luxurious BMW
cars, collectively worth around Rs 5 crore.

The Lokpal at present has seven members, including
a chairman and six members -- against its sanctioned

strength of eight.

“The Lokpal of India invites open tenders from re-
puted agencies for supply of seven BMW 3 series
330L.i cars to the Lokpal of India,” read the tender.

It specified procurement of the “M Sport” model
with “long wheelbase”, and in white colour.

According to the BMW website, the 3 Series long
wheelbase car is the longest and most spacious in the
segment and is designed for outstanding comfort in an

extremely luxurious cabin.

“Impressive in every way, the 3 Series LWB is the
most powerful car in its segment with the most ad-
vanced technology,” read the details of the BMW 3 Se-
ries long wheelbase cars on the website.

The on-road price of the said car is around Rs 69.5

lakh in New Delhi.

The selected vendor/firm shall be required to con-

room sessions and on-road practical sessions, covering
“familiarisation with all controls, features and safety
systems of the BMW 330Li M Sport”, “hands-on op-
erational training, including start-up, parking, and emer-
gency handling” and “understanding of fuel efficiency

parameters and driving modes”, among others.

The training shall also cover “basic troubleshooting
and interpretation of dashboard indicators”,
gency response and safety protocols” and “use of info-
tainment and in-vehicle electronic systems”
request for proposal document dated October 16.

Each designated driver shall undergo driving practice
for a minimum of 50 kilometres and up to 100 kilome-
tres if needed, as case-to-case basis practical on-road

emer-

, read the

driving under the supervision of qualified trainers pro-

ument said.

vided by the vendor, it said.
A logbook shall be maintained and countersigned by
the supervising trainer for each driver, the tender doc-

The training shall be conducted within the premises

of Lokpal of India or at another suitable location mutu-

ally agreed upon, it said.
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It said the child victim and her
parents repeatedly stated that
“physical relations” were estab-
lished however, there was no clar-
ity as to what was meant by this
expression. (PTI)

Increasing train parting,
hot axle cases have safety
implications; Railways

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: Rising
cases of train parting and overheat-
ing of axle bearing leading to
wheel jamming and derailments
have serious safety implications
and require detailed investigation
as well as corrective measures,
railway mechanical engineers have
said. Principal chief mechanical en-
gineers (PCMEs) expressed concern
over the issues while discussing op-
erational safety in a conference held
recently in Puri, Odisha.

According to the minutes of the
conference circulated among sen-

ior officials recently by the Rail- ; ; ; : L] eai No. of posts

) c neighbouring Puducherry union northeast monsoon. (PTI was put out by 4 am, the official said. (PTI ©. of pos
way Board, a hot axle in rolling g g y infrastructure development and  northeast monsoon. (PTI) as put out by 4 am, the official said. (PTI) SN | Department Category | Pay Level |y; pe filled up
stock can cause blockage of rail- 1 | Electrical |Loco Pilot Shunter | L6 46
way lines, detachment of coaches Total 46

and other issues.
The document said that these is-
sues need to be investigated in de-

hrs IST of today, the 21st October
2025.”

“It is likely to move west-north-
westwards and concentrate into a
Depression over Southwest & ad-
joining Westcentral Bay of Bengal
off north Tamilnadu-Puducherry-
Karaikal & South Andhra Pradesh
coasts by afternoon of tomorrow,
the 22nd October 2025. Thereafter,
it is likely to continue to move
west-northwestwards towards
north Tamilnadu-Puducherry-
Karaikal & South Andhra Pradesh
coasts and intensify further during
subsequent 24 hours,” it added.

A ‘red’ alert was issued for 8 dis-
tricts and an orange alert for Chen-
nai for Tuesday, even as
widespread rains lashed various
parts of the state, according to the
Met department.

Acred alert was issued to Villupu-
ram, Cuddalore, Mayiladuthurai,
Nagapattinam, Tiruvallur, Than-
javur, Pudukottai and Ramanatha-
puram, an official from the RMC
said. Similar alert was sounded for

Day after Diwali, Delhi gasps for air amid toxic haze |.

A red alert indicates extremely
heavy rain of over 20 cm in 24
hours, while an orange alert means
very heavy rain of 11 cm to 20 cm.

In Chennai, CM Stalin held a
meeting with district collectors
through video conference and in-
structed them to keep relief camps
ready for people affected by rain.

Al arrangements, including
food, drinking water and medicine
should be made for people, he said,
according to an official release.

To mitigate the damage caused
by rain, the CM advised the teams
to be ready with necessary equip-
ment like JCB machines, boats,
motor pumps, trucks and saws.

An official release said the Mon-
itoring Officers will coordinate the
required work in the respective dis-
tricts, including Kancheepuram,
Chengalpattu and Tiruvallore in
north TN, besides those in the
Delta region such as Thanjavur and
Tiruvarur.

Earlier in the day, Deputy CM
Udhayanidhi Stalin inspected the

Madhavi canal, where the work is
being undertaken at a cost of ¥ 27
crore. He also inspected the desilt-
ing work in Kannagi Nagar area, an
official release said.

Relentless rains in and around
Ambasamudram in Tirunelveli
district for the past two days have
affected thousands of acres of
paddy crop harvesting, local
farmers said.

Speaking to PTI Videos, farmer
Subramaniam from Kakanallur vil-
lage said that because there was no
respite between south west and
north east monsoons this year, there
was no time to harvest paddy.

“Fields are still standing with
ripe paddy. If it continues to rain,
farmers here will be affected. One
thing the government can do to re-
lieve our burden is enable door-step
procurement of rice as soon as we
finish harvesting,” he said.

According to him, even the
paddy crop that some have man-
aged to harvest could not be col-
lected due to the early onset of

cles supplied, said the “training obligation” part of

the tender document.

“The training shall be conducted for a minimum du-
ration of seven (07) days, to be completed within 15
days from the date of delivery of vehicles. The exact
schedule shall be finalised in consultation with the Lok-

pal of India,” it said.

The training programme shall comprise both class-

Akilled, 10 injured infire at
building in Navi Mumbai

MUMBAI, Oct 21: Four persons were Killed
and 10 others suffered injuries after a fire broke
out in a multi-storey residential building in Ma-
harashtra’s Navi Mumbai township shortly after

midnight on Tuesday, police said.

Prima facie, the blaze started at around 12.30
am in a flat on the 10th floor of the Raheja Res- | [1.
idency, MGM Complex, at Sector 14 in Vashi
area, and spread to the 11th and 12th floors, an
official said. Two women, a man and a 6-year-
old girl were killed, while 10 others were in-
jured, he said. The injured persons were rushed
to two hospitals in Vashi. After being alerted,
40 fire brigade personnel along with 8 fire ten-
ders and police rushed to the spot and the blaze

tical support, shall be made by the vendor at their own

cost, the document said.

“The entire cost of organising and conducting the
training programme, including trainer honorarium,
travel, accommodation (if required), fuel, materials and
logistics, shall be borne exclusively by the vendor. No

additional expenditure shall be incurred by the Lokpal

of India,” it added. (PTI)

NOTIFICATION

MNo. E/283/Elect/Re-engagement/2025
NOTIFICATION FOR RE-ENGAGEMENT OF RETIRED STAFF ON
CONTRACTUAL BASIS IN ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT AT
LUMDING DIVISION/NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Dated: 16-10-2025

SCHEDULE

(i) | Date of Publication of Notification

16™ October, 2025

(ii) |Opening Date for Online Application

17" October, 2025

(iii)

Closing Date for Online Application

03 November, 2025

In terms of Railway Board's RBE No. 96/2024, L/No. E(NG)Il/2024/
RC-4/9 dated. 15.10.2024, RBE No. 115/2024, L/No. ESNG)II/2024/
RC-4/9 dated. 31.12.2024, and GM(P)/MLG's L/No. E/228/0 Pt. XV
(C) dated. 17.06.2025, applications are hereby invited from retired
Railway Employee (normal retired persons) for engagement under
the scheme of 'Re-engagement of Retired Staff' in exigencies of
service to work in Loco Pilot Shunter category of Electrical
Department at Lumding Division, N.F, Railway on monthly
remuneration basis against vacant posts as mentioned below:-

Applications are to be submitted ONLINE only through the following
link provided in https://fforms.gle/b1ELUSM4mUciaW4WA .
3. Age Limit : Must be below 64 years age as on 03" November, 2025.

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: Delhi resi-
dents woke up on Tuesday to heavy
grey haze darkening the city skies,
reduced visibility and the air quality
in the ‘red zone’ after many cele-
brated Diwali last night by bursting
firecrackers beyond the two-hour
limit set by the Supreme Court.

According to a Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) bulletin,
Delhi’s Air Quality Index (AQI)
stood at 359, in the “‘very poor’ cate-
gory, at 11 am. It was 352 at 8 am,
346 at 5 am, 347 at 6 am and 351 at
7 am.

An AQI between 0 and 50 is
‘good’, 51 and 100 ‘satisfactory’,
101 and 200 ‘moderate’, 201 and 300
‘poor’, 301 and 400 ‘very poor’, and
401 and 500 ‘severe’.

Of the total 38 monitoring stations,
35 were in the ‘red zone’, indicating
‘very poor’ to ‘severe’ air quality.

While 31 were in the ‘very poor’
category, four were in the ‘severe’

lungs,” she said.

In India, respiratory infections al-
ready account for nearly 70 per cent
of all communicable diseases and the | |4
country leads the world in chronic
respiratory illnesses, Kandhari said.

In an order passed on October 15,
the Supreme Court allowed the use
of green firecrackers in Delhi-NCR
between 8 pm and 10 pm on Diwali,
which was celebrated on Monday.
However, many flouted the court’s
directions, with celebrations contin-
uing late into the night.

On Monday, 36 of the capital’s 38
monitoring stations recorded pollu-
tion levels in the ‘red zone’. .

Delhi’s 24-hour average AQI on
Monday, reported at 4 pm every day,
was in the ‘very poor’ category at
345.

The air quality is expected to slip
into the ‘severe’ category more
widely on Tuesday and Wednesday.
(PTI)

tails along with corrective actions
such as improvement in design and
maintenance aspects on priority.

“Hot axles and train partings
should be addressed through a de-
tailed review of both global prac-
tices and case-specific data,
enabling identification of root
causes and adoption of best prac-
tices,” it said.

It added that the Indian Railways
is experiencing an average three
hot axle cases per day and train
partings are also on the higher side.

“Objective and time bound ac-
tion should be taken to eliminate
team failures. Conditional monitor-
ing of rolling stock using the latest
technologies such as Al and related
tools was emphasized. It was also
decided that Hot Axle Box Detec-
tors will be procured centrally,
with Northern Railway designated
as the nodal agency for this pro-
curement,” the document said.(PT1)

Maximum age limit for which re-engagement shall continue will

be 65 years.

The scheme will remain in vogue for an initial pericd of 2 years from

the date of issue of instruction or till further orders, whichever is earlier.

Engagement period of an individual retired staff will be for a period

of 01 year or till further orders, whichever is earlier. However, based

on satisfactory performance of a re-engaged retired staff, his/her period
of engagement can further be extended for a further period of one
year or till attainment of 65 years of age, whichever is earlier.

5. Re-engaged staff shall be discharged immediately on joining of
selected candidates from RRBs/RRC panels and department
selections.

6. The last date of submission of the application is 03rd November,

2025. Applications received after the cutoff date i.e. 03" November,

2025 will not be accepted/entertained.

For the purpose of re-engagement, last 5 years APARs of the retired

employee seeking re-engagement shall be taken into consideration

and only those having at least "Good" Grading in all 5 years shall be
considered.

Detailed notification is available at www.nfr.indianrailways.qov.in

(general info-Departments-Personnel-Walk in interview).

Divisional Railway Manager (P), Lumding

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

"SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE"

category, according to the CPCB’s
SAMEER app, which provides real-
time AQI data from monitoring sta-
tions.

Jahangirpuri recorded an AQI of
409, Wazirpur 408, Bawana 432 and
Burari 405 -- all in the ‘severe’ cate-

hari said this is a wake-up call for the
city.

“With nearly every monitoring sta-
tion in Delhi now in the red zone and
the city’s Air Quality Index soaring
past 300... it is a wake-up call,” she
said.

“Today’s smog isn’t just clouding
the sky, it is choking our children’s

gory.
Environmentalist Bhavreen Kand-

—®—
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KOHIMA, Oct 21: Nagaland
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio was
elected as the new president of the
Naga People’s Front (NPF) on
Tuesday, marking his formal return
to the regional party he once led
and later left to form the National-
ist Democratic Progressive Party
(NDPP).

Rio’s election was announced
during the NPF General Conven-
tion held on Tuesday, coinciding
with the 63rd foundation day of the
party — one of the oldest regis-
tered regional political parties in
the Northeast.

The development follows the
NPF’s September 6 appeal urging
Rio to return to the party he had
nurtured and left in 2017 to launch
the NDPP, which has been in
power since the 2018 state elec-
tions.

The NDPP deliberated on the
proposal on September 12, and its
general convention on October 18
formally approved the merger with
the NPF.

On the same day, Rio was
elected as the leader of the NPF
Legislature Party while he offi-
cially assumed charge as the NPF
president during Tuesday’s con-
vention, completing the merger
process.

In his acceptance speech, Rio
expressed gratitude to the party
and its members, calling his return
a “joyous homecoming”.

“The merger of our two parties

is more than an organisational de-
cision — it is a reflection of our
shared vision, mutual respect, and
collective determination to work
together for a stronger and more
inclusive political future,” Rio
said.

He thanked NDPP president
Chingwang Konyak and outgoing
NPF president Apong Pongener for
facilitating a “smooth and com-
plete” merger, calling it “historic
and unprecedented”.

“A party with 32 MLAs has
joined hands with a party with 2
MLAs — this reflects the spirit of

sacrifice and unity for the greater
good of our people,” he said, em-
phasising that “unity is the only
way forward”.

Rio also reaffirmed the party’s
commitment to resolving the Naga
political issue, promoting inclusive
development, and addressing
youth aspirations.

“The youth today demand meri-
tocracy, efficiency in governance,
transparency in development, and
timely delivery of their rights. In-
tegrity, accountability, and a peo-
ple-first approach must define
leadership,” he said, urging party

Thank grandmother Laibi for supporting girls in
foothall: Indian team member Nirmala Phanjoubam

Chhattisgarh.

Speaking to PTI, Nirmala said, “I have fond mem-
ories of ‘Ebo’ (grandmother) Laibi...
at her residence as well as the club during my time in
the club from 2015 to 2020. She is more than a men-
tor... we could share all our personal issues with her.”

Nirmala, who plays in a Tamil Nadu-based club,
was also recently part of Manipur state team that won
the 30th senior women’s football championship in

We used to stay

Laibi has been pouring her energy, money and time

IMPHAL, Oct 21: Nirmala Phanjoubam, who is part
of the Indian women’s football team that would en-
gage in a friendly match with Iran marking the com-
mencement of Tri-Nation Cup in Shillong on Tuesday,
thanked her mentor ‘Ebo’ (grandmother) Laibi for
supporting her and other girls in playing the beautiful
game.

Despite having no prior experience in managing a
football club, Laibi Phanjoubam dedicated her life for
the last 30 years to training local women from the Loi
Scheduled Caste community in Andro, around an
hour’s drive from Imphal, in the game to wean them
away from insurgency. She established Andro Mahila
Mandal Association Football Club (AMMA FC) in
1993.

Standing barely four-feet-tall, Laibi, now 65 years
old, said that her efforts have not only managed to pre-
vent women from joining militancy in Andro, which
was a hotbed in the early nineties, but also produced
professional players who went on to represent the state
and the country, like Nirmala.

to run AMMA FC, giving women a chance to play the
game outside the boundaries of Andro, a village of
1,000 people (as per Census 2011).

Speaking to PTI, Laibi said, “During the 90s, there
was widespread political unrest in our village and
many of our youth were tempted to join the insur-
gency movement. The club was raised to veer the
young girls into sports, make them healthy, self-reliant
and successful in the field.”

“The biggest challenge in running the club has been
lack of financial support. In the beginning, we used to
hold charity shows and local programmes to raise
funds. Now, we are to trying to keep afloat the club
by contributing in whatever personal capacity we can.
Andro Mahila Mandal has also taken up equal respon-
sibility to run the club,” Laibi, a retired school teacher,
said.

The club has been affiliated to All Manipur Football
Association since 1999 and currently trains junior
girls.

“In a village like ours which lacks modern ameni-
ties, football is loved. Our ultimate objective now is
to train and nurture our girls so that they play the sport
in national and international events,” she added.

“Currently, 20 girls are being trained by a coach.
Since all of them come from financially weaker fam-
ilies, the club takes care of their food and transporta-
tion during trials for tournaments or periodic camps
and they would stay at my house too,” Laibi added.

The girls now look up to Nirmala and hope to rep-
resent the state and the country in future.

AMMA FC also teaches computer, weaving and
sericulture skills, she added.

Laibi’s story has been featured in 2023 documen-
tary ‘Andro Dreams’, which was screened at the
prestigious 54th International Film Festival of India
2023. (PTI)

members to adapt to a fast-chang-
ing world shaped by technology
and innovation.

Appealing for reconciliation and
solidarity among all sections of
Naga society, the new president
said, “Let us send forth the
strongest message of Naga unity
and march forward as one”.

Rio will lead the NPF for five
years till 2030, along with a host of
office bearers taken from both
NDPP and NPF, including Ching-
wang Konyak as Emeritus Presi-
dent, four other  working
presidents, while MLA
Achumbemo Kikon has been re-
tained as the Secretary General.

Rio, who began his political ca-
reer in 1973 as president of the
Cock Party’s Youth Wing in Ko-
hima, has served in various capac-
ities, including three terms as NPF
chief minister and one as a Mem-
ber of Parliament in the Lok
Sabha.

He rejoined the NPF in 2002
after resigning as Nagaland Home
minister from the then Congress
government, reviving and rechris-
tening the party as the Nagaland
People’s Front.

After leading the NPF to three
consecutive electoral victories, Rio
moved to national politics as an
MP in 2014 and amid internal
party rifts in 2017, he joined the
NDPP in 2017 effectively ending
the NPF’s dominance in subse-
quent state elections. (PTI)

87 cases filed, 112 arrested for drug trafficking
during Jan-Sep in Mizoram’s Champhal

AIZAWL, Oct 21: Mizoram’s
Excise and Narcotics Department
has registered 87 cases and ar-
rested 112 people in connection
with drug trafficking in Champhai
district, which shares a border
with Myanmar, during the Janu-
ary-September period this year,
officials said.

These numbers exceeded the
previous year’s count.

In 2024, 71 cases were framed
under the Narcotic Drugs & Psy-
chotropic Substances Act, 1985,
and 95 people were arrested in
connection with drug trafficking
in the border district, they said.

While 304 cases were regis-
tered under the Mizoram Liquor
(Prohibition) Act last year, 174
were framed during the January-
September period this year, an of-
ficial said, citing the department’s
data.

Altogether 220 people were ar-
rested in alcohol-related cases in
2024 and the number was 129 this

M) chief to hig

UKHRUL/IMPHAL, Oct 21: People of Somdal vil-
lage in Manipur’s Ukhrul district are ready to wel-
come NSCN(IM) supremo Th Muivah as he is
scheduled to visit his birthplace on October 22 after a
gap of 50 years, officials said on Tuesday.

Locals have put up posters in the village to welcome
the 91-year-old Naga leader, who left the place more
than five decades ago to join the insurgency, they said.

The Naga leader, who is the principal negotiator in
the Naga peace talks with the Centre, since the NSCN
(IM) entered into a ceasefire in 1997, is likely to stay
in Somdal village for a week before departing for
Dimapur, an official said.

His proposed visit comes at a time when Manipur
is battered by ethnic violence between Meiteis and
Kuki-Zo groups since May 2023. More than 260 peo-
ple have been killed and thousands rendered homeless
in the strife.

Authorities in the Tangkhul Naga-majority village,
student bodies, civil society organisations, as well as
the church, are making coordinated efforts to make
Muivah’s visit a success, he said.

Several hoardings have been put up in the Ukhrul
district headquarters and Tangkhul Naga-majority
Somdal village to welcome the Naga leader.

Tangkhul Naga is the largest Naga tribe in Manipur.

“Muivah is scheduled to arrive at Ukhrul district
headquarters on Wednesday by a helicopter from Na-
galand’s Dimapur and will be welcomed by Tangkhul
Naga people in traditional attire,” the official said.

After the programme at the Ukhrul district head-
quarters, Muivah will head to his native village by
road, he said.

The Naga people are excited and looking forward
to the historic homecoming of Muivah, according to
a local official.

“Unlike in 2010 when Muivah’s planned visit to
Ukhrul district was strongly objected to by the Ma-
nipur government and sections of communities, there
is no objection this time. Various organisations from

08 reaqy to welcomg

irthplace after 50 years

non-Naga communities have welcomed his proposed
visit,” a Naga civil society leader said.

Local volunteers are also working in close coordi-
nation to ensure that no untoward incident occurs dur-
ing Muivah’s proposed visit.

The Naga leader had attempted to visit his native
village in 2010. However, the then Congress govern-
ment in Manipur, headed by Okram Ibobi Singh, pre-
vented him from entering the state, leading to protests
by Nagas.

Police forces were deployed along the Manipur-Na-
galand inter-state boundary to prevent Muivah from
entering the state.

Born in 1934, Muivah’s name is synonymous with
the contemporary Naga political movement, and he is
one of the most influential Naga leaders.

Several organisations from Kuki, Zomi and Meitei
communities in Manipur have welcomed Muivah’s
proposed visit. (PTI)

Indian forces strike NSCN(K-YA)
camps inMyanmar; five killed
mcludmg top rebel's aides

orrespondent

DIBRUGARH, Oct 21: Indian se-
curity forces reportedly carried out
a major drone strike on NSCN (K-
YA) camps inside Myanmar on
Sunday evening, killing at least
five persons, including three body-
guards of top insurgent leader, self-
styled Major General Peyong
Konyak.

Sources said Konyak’s camp
was specifically targeted during the

Officials of the Champhai dis-

trict’s excise and narcotics depart-
ment also seized drugs, including
12.616 kg of heroin and 87.639 kg
of ‘methamphetamine’ tablets in
the last nine months between Jan-
uary and September.

‘Methamphetamine’  tablets,
also called ‘crazy drug’, have
been banned in India.

Over 8.7 kg of heroin and 86 kg

were recovered in 2024 in the dis-
trict, they said.

The Mizoram Police, along
with the Excise and Narcotics De-
partment and the Young Mizo As-
sociation (YMA), has launched a
crackdown on drugs and narcotics
smuggling under the ‘Operation
Jericho’ in September to curb traf-
ficking and addiction in the state.

The operation will last till De-

year, he said. of

‘methamphetamine’

tablets cember. (PTI)

Nagaland DGP pays tributes to 186 policemen

KOHIMA, Oct 21: Nagaland Director General of Po-
lice Rupin Sharma on Tuesday paid tributes to 186 po-
lice personnel who laid down their lives across India
in the line of duty in the one last year.

Addressing law enforcers during the Police Com-
memoration Day programme at the Nagaland Police
headquarters here, he called upon security personnel
to renew their pledge to serve the nation and make the
supreme sacrifice when needed.

“Let us renew our pledge to serve our people, se-
cure and maintain the integrity of our nation, and
make the supreme sacrifice when needed,” Sharma
said.

He paid rich tributes to the 186 policemen who laid
down their lives across India from September 2024 to
August this year in the line of duty, including Consta-
ble Chandan Das of the 9th NAP (IR) from Nagaland.

Recalling the historical roots of the day, Sharma
said that Police Commemoration Day traces back to
the 1959 Aksai Chin ambush, in which 10 CRPF per-
sonnel were killed by Chinese troops.

Their sacrifice at Hot Springs, Ladakh, led to Oc-
tober 21 being designated as the day to honour all po-
licemen who have fallen in service to the nation.

The DGP lauded the unwavering commitment and
professionalism of the Nagaland Police, saying their
tireless service in maintaining law and order has
strengthened public trust and brought honour to the
force.

“Today is not just a day of mourning but a celebra-
tion of the selfless spirit of our policemen and women
who have become immortal through their deeds,”
Sharma said, urging all personnel to uphold the high-
est ideals of courage and service. (PTI)

TMC destroyed
humanvalues in
Bengal, says BJP
leader Blplab Deb

AGARTALA, Oct 21: Tripura
MP and BJP’s co-in-charge (saha
prabhari) for West Bengal, Biplab
Kumar Deb, on Tuesday launched
a scathing attack on the Trinamool
Congress (TMC), alleging that law
and order has collapsed in the state
and that “human values no longer
exist” under the Mamata Banerjee-
led government.

“There is no human value in Tri-
namool-ruled West Bengal. Rapes,
murders and arson are happening
frequently,” Deb told reporters at
Indranagar in West Tripura after
offering prayers to Goddess Kali.

Taking a sharp dig at Banerjee,
Deb accused her of lacking com-
passion. “The chief minister of the
state behaves like a demon.
Women are usually known for their
soft nature, but she has changed
that perception,” he claimed.

Deb also raised questions about
the alleged accumulation of prop-
erty by Banerjee’s relatives, though
he did not mention her by name.

“She claims she lives in Ka-
lighat, but people know her rela-
tives own around 32 houses.
People are eagerly waiting to
oust the present government,” he
said. (PTI)

‘Result not only optimises dosage strategy but also has significant
clinical implications for future drug development’

Nagaland University identifies natural compound
with potential for diabetic Wounds treatment

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: Nagaland
University researchers have iden-
tified a naturally occurring plant
compound called “Sinapic acid”
as a powerful therapeutic agent
capable of significantly accelerat-
ing wound healing in diabetic
conditions, according to officials.

The discovery marks a major
advancement that could result in
safe, natural and effective treat-
ments for diabetic wound man-
agement, they said.

According to Panav Kumar
Prabhakar, Head, Department of
Biotechnology, Nagaland Univer-
sity, this is the first study globally
to demonstrate that Sinapic acid,
when administered orally, can ac-
celerate diabetic wound healing in
preclinical models. The research
established that the compound
works by activating the SIRT1
pathway, which plays a crucial
role in tissue repair, angiogenesis
and inflammation control.

The findings have been pub-
lished in Nature Scientific Re-
ports, a peer-reviewed,
open-access journal from Nature

Portfolio (Springer Nature).

“This discovery not only high-
lights the strength of our scientific
community but also reflects our
commitment to addressing press-
ing health challenges through in-

novation rooted in nature. |
congratulate the research team for
their dedication and contribution
towards improving healthcare so-
lutions,” said Jagadish K Patnaik,
Vice Chancellor, Nagaland Uni-

versity.

Prabhakar explained that dia-
betes mellitus remains one of the
world’s most pressing chronic dis-
eases, affecting hundreds of mil-
lions globally.

“Among its serious complica-
tions is delayed wound healing,
often resulting in diabetic foot ul-
cers, infection and in severe cases,
amputation. Existing synthetic
drugs have shown limited efficacy

and often cause undesirable side
effects,” he said.

“We set out seeking a safe,
plant-based alternative — explor-
ing how Sinapic acid, a naturally
occurring antioxidant found in
various edible plants, could accel-
erate tissue repair, reduce inflam-
mation, and promote new blood
vessel formation in diabetic
wounds,” he added.

The researchers explained that
we found that a lower dose (20
mg/kg) was more effective than a
higher one (40 mg/kg), a phenom-
enon known as “Inverted Dose-
Response”.

“This result not only opti-
mises dosage strategy but also
has significant clinical implica-
tions for future drug develop-
ment. The key implications of
this discovery include reducing
the risk of amputation and accel-
erating recovery in diabetic foot
ulcers and providing an afford-
able, natural oral therapy, im-
proving accessibility for patients
in rural and resource-limited set-
tings,” he said. (PTI)

attack.

The NSCN (K-YA) has alleged
that Indian forces were behind the
strike.

Peyong Konyak was believed to
be the mastermind of the October
16 attack on an Assam Rifles Com-
pany Operating Base (COB) at
Hedman along the Indo-Myanmar
border in Arunachal Pradesh’s
Changlang district. The retaliatory
strike followed a series of recent
militant offensives in the region.

On October 16, suspected
NSCN (K-YA) militants had at-
tacked the Assam Rifles COB in
Changlang, prompting a swift re-
sponse from security agencies.

In a separate incident, ULFA (1)
cadres recently attacked an Army
COB at Koomsang under
Kakopathar police station in
Assam’s Tinsukia district, injuring
three personnel.

Sources said the militants used
under-barrel grenade launchers
(UBGLs) and automatic rifles dur-
ing the assault.

Security officials said the latest
offensive was a “well-coordinated
retaliatory operation” against the
NSCN (K-YA), which has been in-
volved in multiple cases of extor-
tion and abduction across eastern
Arunachal  Pradesh’s  Tirap,
Longding, and Changlang (TLC)
region.

Tripura CM pays tribute
to police personl

AGARTALA, Oct 21: Tripura
CM Manik Saha on Tuesday paid
tributes to the police personnel
who laid down their lives in the
line of duty.

Chief Secretary JK Sinha and
DGP Anurag Dhankar were among
the senior officers who were pres-
ent at the programme, held on the
occasion of Police Commemora-
tion Day, at the AD Nagar Police
Line in Agartala.

Addressing the programme, the
CM hailed the bravery of security

personnel in protecting the nation.

Saha said 191 police personnel
gave their lives in the line of duty
in the country between September
1, 2024, and August 31, 2025.

Among them, two were from
Tripura -- Sub Inspector David
Darlong and Tripura State Rifles’
jawan Milan Debbarma.

“I hope the security forces will
continue to display their courage
and valour to protect the nation,”
the CM said. He met the families of
the two deceased policemen. (PTI)
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Women's WC: Unbeaten Australia, England
to battle for supremacy before semifinals

INDORE, Oct 21: With semifi-
nal berths already secured, de-
fending champions Australia and
familiar foes England will look to
maintain their winning momen-
tum when they face off in a top of
the table clash at the ICC
Women's World Cup clash here
on Wednesday.

Both teams remain unbeaten so
far, with four wins and a washout
each, but Australia sit comfort-
ably atop the points table owing
to a superior net run rate of 1.818
as compared to England's 1.490.

A victory for either side will

Shaheen Shah
Afridi replaces
Rizwan as Pakistan
ODI captain

LAHORE, Oct 21: The Pakistan
Cricket Board has appointed left
arm pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi as
their ODI captain, replacing
Muhammad Rizwan ahead of the
next month's ODI series against
South Africa. The PCB on Monday
said Shaheen will lead the Pakistan
side in the upcoming three-match
ODI series against South Africa in
Faisalabad from November 4-8.

The PCB said the decision was
taken in a meeting in Islamabad
which was attended by the national
selectors, advisory board members
and the national team's white ball
head coach, Mike Hesson. Shaheen
was also named the national T20
captain back in late 2023 but was
sacked after just one series in New
Zealand with Babar Azam returning
to lead in the last World T20 Cup. A
reliable source said it was Hesson
who had insisted on working with
Salman Ali Agha and Shaheen as the
white ball captains as he felt they
had the potential to be successful
long term captains and build their
teams. Shaheen has played 66 ODlIs
and 92 T20s for Pakistan besides
also featuring in 32 Tests. In the last
two years the PCB has kept on
changing the coaches and captains
and no real reason was given for
Rizwan's removal atthough he led
Pakistan to ODI series wins in Aus-
tralia, Zimbabwe and South Africa
before facing a string of poor results
including in the ICC Champions
Trophy. (PTI)

West Ham falls to
another home loss
with 2-0 defeat

LONDON, Oct 21: West Ham
lost for the fourth home match ina
row in the Premier League on
Monday, with late goals in both
halves giving Brentford a 2-0 win
that could have been much bigger
had the visitors taken more of their
chances. Going into the game,
West Ham had lost all three of its
home games this season while
Brentford had lost all three of its
away games in the league, but the
visitors dominated from the start at
the London Stadium. Igor Thiago
and Kevin Schade both missed
good opportunities to score before
Thiago finally broke the deadlock
two minutes before halftime. Goal-
keeper Alphonse Areola got a hand
to his shot but could not stop it
going over the line. Some West
Ham fans boycotted the game in
protest at what they say is misman-
agement by the club's owners and
there were more empty seats than
usual at the former Olympic sta-
dium, which became the club's
home in 2016 after moving from
Upton Park. (AP)

offer more than just top-of-the-
table bragging rights, it will also
provide a crucial psychological
edge heading into the knockouts
which are just around the corner.

Alyssa Healy's Australia have
been clinical, if not flawless,
through the group stage. They
began their campaign with two
batting collapses, but rescue acts
from Ashleigh Gardner and Beth
Mooney steered them past New
Zealand and Pakistan.

Since then, their top order, led
by skipper Healy, who has
notched back-to-back centuries,

and the dependable Phoebe Litch-
field, has found its rhythm, mak-
ing them the team to beat once
again.

England have struggled against
the fast bowlers and the likes of
new ball specialist Megan Schutt
would be keen to captialise on
that. Australia also hold a massive
psychological advantage over
England, having annihilated them
across formats at home earlier
this year. Having said that, Eng-
land would be in high spirits fol-
lowing their thrilling win over
India at the same venue couple of

nights ago.

England's bowlers held their
nerve under pressure, with Linsey
Smith proving to be a revelation,
claiming the key wicket of Smriti
Mandhana before defending 13
runs in the final over.

Their bowling attack, disci-
plined and well-rounded, has
been their standout feature. With
world's no 1 bowler left-arm spin-
ner Sophie Ecclestone and off-
spinner Charlie Dean providing
control, the unit has consistently
bailed England out of tight situa-
tions.

However, concerns persist over
England's batting unit. Much of
the run-scoring burden has fallen
on seasoned campaigners Heather
Knight and Nat Sciver-Brunt,
who have anchored multiple in-
nings between them.

Amy Jones showed grit with a
fifty against India, but alongside
fellow opener Tammy Beaumont,
has struggled to provide consis-
tent starts.

The middle order, comprising
Sophia Dunkley, Emma Lamb,
and Alice Capsey, has endured a
torrid tournament, averaging less
than 10 between them.

Despite that, the experienced
Danni Wyatt-Hodge continues to
warm the bench, with head coach
Charlotte Edwards remaining
bullish about sticking with the
same combination.

"We want to back the batting
order that we selected at the start
of the tournament because that's
the one we feel will give us suc-
cess,” Edwards had said ahead of
the clash against India.

Teams (from):

Australia:  Alyssa  Healy
(c&wk), Phoebe Litchfield, Beth
Mooney (wk), Georgia Voll, Ash-
leigh Gardner, Kim Garth,
Heather Graham, Alana King,
Tahlia McGrath, Sophie Mo-
lineux, Ellyse Perry, Annabel
Sutherland, Darcie = Brown,
Megan Schutt, Georgia Wareham.

England: Nat Sciver-Brunt (c),
Em Arlott, Tammy Beaumont,
Lauren Bell, Alice Capsey, Char-
lie Dean, Sophia Dunkley, Sophie
Ecclestone, Lauren Filer, Sarah
Glenn, Amy Jones, Heather
Knight, Emma Lamb, Linsey
Smith, Danni Wyatt-Hodge.

Match starts at 3pm IST. (PTI)

Australia skipper Healy to miss
England clash, McGrath to lead

INDORE, Oct 21: Australia cap-
tain Alyssa Healy will miss
Wednesday's ICC Women's World
Cup clash against England here
due to a calf injury, with Tahlia
McGrath set to lead the seven-time
champions.

The Australian skipper, who hit
back-to-back centuries in the pre-
vious two games, strained her calf
at training on Saturday.

"Yeah, obviously really unfortu-
nate there for her with just a slight
calf strain," Australia head coach
Shelley Nitschke said at the pre-
match press conference here on
Tuesday. The 35-year-old, who has
battled injury in recent times, will
continue to be monitored, but she
could be in a race against time to
be fit for the semifinals scheduled
for next week. Before that, table
toppers Australia face South Africa
in their final league match here on
Saturday. "We're just going to keep
assessing her day by day and give
her every opportunity to play the

next game against South Africa
and just see how that plays out
over the rehab, but just keep as-
sessing and hopefully she gets up,"
Nitschke said.

Healy's latest injury comes at a
frustrating time, as the wicket-
keeper-batter had missed last year's
T20 World Cup semifinal with a
foot injury.

She also sat out the Women's
Big Bash League, an ODI series
against India, and T20 series
against England and New Zealand.

With 294 runs from four in-
nings, Healy has been in splendid
form and is currently the leading
run scorer in the tournament.

"l think it's (Healy's absence)
two-fold. It's obviously a big loss
for us, she's our captain, she's made
back-to-back hundreds so she's
certainly in some form with the bat
but I think it also provides some
opportunity and we sort of talk
about our depth a bit and that's
going to test it and provide some

opportunities for others to step up
into some role which | think we've
got the ability to cover that

"Whilst it's not ideal | think
that's why you bring 15 players to
be able to absorb when things like
this arise," Nitschke said.

Georgia Voll is expected to open
alongside  Phoebe  Litchfield
against England, while vice-cap-
tain McGrath will lead the side and
Beth Mooney is likely to take over
wicketkeeping duties.

"We've got some options. Obvi-

ously, the one is Georgia Voll that's
here and has filled that role before,
but we'll sit down today and prob-
ably just make sure we're getting
our matchups right and come to a
final decision.

"But we've certainly got some
depth there in our batting, so
there is some opportunities out-
side of that move as well,"
Nitschke said.pointed Indian
football team head coach Khalid
Jamil for the upcoming CAFA
Nations Cup in Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan. It's unlikely that he
was dropped on the basis of his
form in the four matches he
played after coming back from

his international retirement.
However, it's also not known
whether Chhetri himself re-

quested not to consider him for
the tournament, to be held later
this month, or if he was rested as
his Indian Super League (ISL)
side Bengaluru FC is yet to start
pre-season training. (PTI)

Ponting says Australia series
will indicate iIf Rohit, Kohli can

carry on till 2027 WC

DUBAI, Oct 21: Australian great
Ricky Ponting reckons the per-
formance of Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma in the ongoing ODI
series Down Under will deter-
mine if the star India duo can
carry on till the 2027 World Cup.

Playing their first game for
India since March, Kohli and
Rohit, who are now one-format
players, did not last long against
Australia's potent pace attack on
a bouncy Perth track. Having said
that, it was also a collective bat-
ting failure for India who lost by
seven wickets.

The second ODI of the three-

match series takes place in Ade-
laide on Thursday, where condi-
tions should suit the Indian
batters a lot more compared to
Perth.

Speaking on 'ICC Review'
alongside former India head
coach Ravi Shastri, Ponting said
setting short-term goals is the
way forward for the celebrated
duo rather than only thinking
about the 2027 ODI World Cup.

"The one thing | don't like hear-
ing from anyone is that 'l've
achieved everything in the game'
because I think you still have to
have some really short-term goals

and not just be hanging on to try
and get through to the 2027 World
Cup," Ponting said.

"Virat's always been a highly
motivated person. And I'd like to
think that he's probably sat down
and even just given himself some
goals and things that he can
achieve in this series here in Aus-
tralia and not be just waiting and
killing time for that next World
Cup to come around.

"What we know with both of
those guys, at their absolute best,
yes, of course they're in India's
best team. But can they find their
best between now and when that

World Cup rocks around?" he
asked. "And that's only an answer
that, like Ravi said, that we'll find
out in a short period of time (dur-
ing the series)," said the World
Cup-winning bating great.

I am in no hurry to judge: Shas-
tri. The performance of Rohit and
Kolhi in the first ODI was not up
to the mark but Shastri feels more
time should be given to the two
white-ball greats who would ex-
pectedly take time to get into the
groove after being away from
competitive cricket post the IPL.

"When you come back from a
long layoff, you are obviously
going to be rusty. It's not easy for
any overseas team to land in Aus-
tralia, say, two days prior to a
game in Perth and adjust to those
conditions straight away, espe-
cially when you have that extra
bounce, and against quality fast
bowlers. "But | think only time
will tell...I'm in no hurry to
judge...it's about how much
you're enjoying the sport and how
much hunger is there and passion
is left in you to play the game.

"So if you tick the boxes in two
out of those three, especially the
enjoyment part of it, then you can
give them both time because
they've got class, they've got ex-
perience...I'd rather wait than
jump and judge immediately,"
said the former India head coach.
(PTI)

Fit-again Pant to
captain India A squad
In red-ball series
against South Africa A

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: The
deadlock over the Asia Cup tro-
phy, which is yet to reach cham-
pions India, continues to be
unresolved as the Asian Cricket
Council's Pakistani head Mohsin
Naqgvi has refused to part with it
despite a fresh missive from the
BCCI, backed by boards of
Afghanistan and Sri Lanka.

Atop ACC source told PTI that
Naqvi has insisted that a BCCI
representative collect the trophy
from him at the body's headquar-
ters in Dubai but the Indian board
has rejected that stance. The
BCCI has reiterated that it will
raise this matter in an ICC meet-
ing next month.

"The BCCI secretary (Devajit
Saikia), BCCl's ACC representa-
tive Rajeev Shukla and represen-
tatives of other member boards
including Sri Lanka Cricket and
Afghanistan had written to the
ACC president last week over
handing the trophy to India," the
ACC source said.

"But his response was that
someone from BCCI should come
to Dubai and take the trophy from
him. So, that matter has still not
moved. BCCI has made its stance
clear that it won't be receiving the
trophy from him. So, the matter
will most likely be decided in the
ICC meeting," he added.

The ICC is headed by former
BCCI secretary Jay Shah.

The trophy has been at the
ACC headquarters after the In-
dian team refused to accept it
from Naqvi at the presentation
ceremony, prompting him to walk

away with it in an unprecedented
turn of events on September 28.

Naqvi is also the chairman of
the Pakistan Cricket Board and
his country's interior minister
with a will-documented anti-India
stance.

The Indians had refused to
shake hands with their Pakistani
counterparts during the entire
Asia Cup as a mark of respect for
the victims of Pahalgam terror at-
tack.

On his social media account,
which is withheld in India, he
posted videos and memes mock-
ing India's military action after
the Pahalgam attack, throughout
the Asia Cup.

The two teams played each
other on every Sunday of the
three-week tournament.

After the presentation fiasco,
the two countries clashed at an
ACC meeting as well where
BCCI officials chided Nagvi for
not handing over the trophy.

Sources have said that Naqvi,
before leaving for Pakistan, in-
structed the ACC staff to not hand
over or move the trophy without
his instructions. (PTI)

BCCI gets SL, Afghan support
on Asia Cup trophy fiasco

NEW DELHI, Oct 21: The dead-
lock over the Asia Cup trophy,
which is yet to reach champions
India, continues to be unresolved
as the Asian Cricket Council's Pak-
istani head Mohsin Naqvi has re-
fused to part with it despite a fresh
missive from the BCCI, backed by
boards of Afghanistan and Sri
Lanka.

A top ACC source told PTI that
Nagvi has insisted that a BCCI rep-
resentative collect the trophy from
him at the body's headquarters in
Dubai but the Indian board has re-
jected that stance. The BCCI has
reiterated that it will raise this mat-
ter in an ICC meeting next month.

"The BCCI secretary (Devajit
Saikia), BCCl's ACC representa-
tive Rajeev Shukla and representa-
tives of other member boards
including Sri Lanka Cricket and
Afghanistan had written to the
ACC president last week over
handing the trophy to India," the
ACC source said.

"But his response was that
someone from BCCI should come
to Dubai and take the trophy from
him. So, that matter has still not
moved. BCCI has made its stance
clear that it won't be receiving the
trophy from him. So, the matter
will most likely be decided in the
ICC meeting," he added.

The ICC is headed by former
BCCI secretary Jay Shah.

The trophy has been at the ACC
headquarters after the Indian team
refused to accept it from Naqvi at
the  presentation  ceremony,
prompting him to walk away with
it in an unprecedented turn of
events on September 28.

Nagqvi is also the chairman of the
Pakistan Cricket Board and his
country's interior minister with a
will-documented anti-India stance.
The Indians had refused to shake
hands with their Pakistani counter-
parts during the entire Asia Cup as
a mark of respect for the victims of
Pahalgam terror attack. (PTI)

Short expects Aussie
pacers to target Kohli
again with swing and nip

ADELAIDE, Oct 21: Aus-
tralia batter Matthew Short be-
lieves his team's pacers will
continue to exploit Virat Kohli's
recent weakness outside off
stump when India face Australia
in the second ODI here on
Thursday.

Kohli, who was dismissed for
a duck in the series opener in
Perth, will be eager to bounce
back at the Adelaide Oval, his
most successful overseas venue
with five international centuries
and an average of 65 across for-
mats. "I'm not in the fast-bowl-
ing meetings, but that seems to
be the way he has been getting
out recently,” Short told re-
porters.

"Some of the guys like 'Hoff'
(Josh Hazlewood) and 'Starcy'
(Mitchell Starc), they have
bowled a lot against him, they
know what they're doing.

"In Perth they sort of let the
conditions do all the work, a bit
of swing and nip on the wicket,
so I'm sure they'll do the same
again." India had overwhelming
support from a 42,423-strong
crowd at the Optus Stadium in
the first ODI of the white-ball
series, most of whom had turned
up to watch Rohit and Kohli re-
turn to action after more than
seven months.

Having retired from the
game's other formats, the former
captains returned to national
duty for the first time since win-

ning the Champions Trophy on
March 9.

Following that triumph, they
had announced retirements from
Tests while sticking to the ODI
format, after also quitting T20Is
post India's World Cup win last
year. "When Rohit or (Shub-
man) Gill got out the other day
(in Perth), and then Kohli came
on, just the cheer when he was
walking on -- you'd feel pretty
bad as the batter walking off. It's
just an amazing experience,"
Short added.

Both Rohit and Kohli looked
rusty in their comeback game
and were dismissed for 8 and 0
respectively, as Australia's
stand-in skipper Mitchell Marsh
led from the front with an un-
beaten 46 to secure a seven-
wicket win in the rain-hit Perth
ODI. India trail the series 0-1,
making Thursday's match in
Adelaide a must-win to stay
alive as the game will possibly
be the duo's final outing Down
Under.

"But it's going to be a cool
way for him to go out, espe-
cially with so many fans here in
Australia,”" Short said, as he
hoped to make the most of shar-
ing the field with the Indian
greats. "lIt's pretty cool to share
the field with such a legend of
the sport,” he said. "I'll defi-
nitely get the chance to have a
chat to him at some stage
throughout the series." (PTI)
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