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Israel, Hamas prepare for talks in
Egypt over possible Gaza ceasefire
UNESCO is choosing a new director who will
face a big funding shortage after US exit
Toll in landslides, flood in north
Bengal rises to 28
Bengal BJP MP Khagen Murmu, MLA
Sankar Ghosh injured in mob attack

NEW DELHI, Oct 6: The Indian Council of
Social Science Research (ICSSR)and German-
British publisher Springer Nature on Monday
flagged off the third edition of ‘India Research
Tour’ covering educational institutions around
the country, providing hands-on workshops,
training sessions and access to the latest tools
and insights.

According to officials, this year’s tour will
focus on a wide range of important topics in-
cluding awareness and advancement of open ac-
cess and open science, strengthening research
integrity, encouraging e-book adoption, sup-
porting the recruitment of editorial board mem-
ber and promoting diversity and inclusion in
research.

The initiative has engaged thousands of re-
searchers, academicians and thought leaders
over the past two years and has now become a
powerful platform to nurture a culture of in-
tegrity, inclusivity and innovation within India’s
research environment.

The publisher has covered 36 institutions
across 25 cities and 15 states over the past two

years and has recognised over 200 women re-
searchers at these institutes for their contribu-
tions to multidisciplinary research.

“The India Research Tour is a vital platform

for connecting with researchers across the coun-
try. It provides a unique platform to support
women in research, strengthen ethics in schol-
arship and ensure equitable access to opportu-
nities and resources. Empowering women
researchers and scholars is central to building
an inclusive knowledge economy,” said Savitri
Thakur, Union Minister of State for Women and
Child Development.

“By focusing on democratising access to
knowledge, promoting ethical research prac-
tices and empowering the next generation of
scholars, this initiative is contributing directly
to the vision of Viksit Bharat,” she added.

Frank Vrancken Peeters, CEO, Springer Na-
ture, said the India Research Tour 2025 reflects
the publisher’s long-term commitment to
India’s research ecosystem -- building bridges
between global best practices and local talent.

“Through our partnership with the Ministry
of Education and ICSSR, we aim to empower
researchers, foster collaboration and accelerate
India’s leadership in global science and schol-
arship,” Peeters said. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

ICSSR, German-British publisher flag off 3rd edition of India Research Tour
India Research Tour is a vital platform for connecting with researchers across country

ED, IT to probe Shyamkanu’s
financial irregularities

Govt to make sure that no individual connected to Zubeen’s death is able to evade
accountability: CM       One Assamese resident in Singapore to arrive today

Moran community living in Arunachal Pradesh to get recognition as state residents
Cabinet okays major infrastructure, education, and welfare initiatives

HT Bureau 
GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Mounting
pressure on Northeast India festi-
val organiser Shyamkanu Mahanta
who has been in police custody for
his alleged role behind the un-
timely demise of Zubeen Garg,
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Monday announced that
the two central agencies—Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) and Income
Tax (IT) department would probe
allegations of financial irregulari-
ties against Mahanta.

Talking to reports here, Sarma
said, “I am confident that central
agencies such as the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and the Income
Tax Department (IT) will also ex-
amine the financial discrepancies
linked to Shyamkanu Mahanta. We
are already in touch with these
agencies to ensure a thorough and
professional inquiry. Our goal is to
make sure that no individual con-
nected to Zubeen Garg’s death is
able to evade accountability.”

The Chief Minister also said that
Shyamkanu Mahanta used to click
pictures with influential persons
and if all the pictures from his mo-

bile are made public, it will create
unnecessary chaos in the ongoing
probe.

“The primary work of
Shyamkanu was to click pictures
with many individuals. I believe if
all the pictures from his mobile
phone are made public, it will have
photographs of many individuals
ranging from politicians to journal-
ists. We have the list of many indi-
viduals travelling to Bangkok with

Shyamkanu; however, this has no
relevance with the probe of Zubeen
Garg’s death,” Sarma said.

Meanwhile, the CM mentioned
that one of the Assamese residents
in Singapore, Rup Kamal Kalita, is
expected to reach Guwahati on
Tuesday to assist in the current in-
vestigation into iconic singer
Zubeen Garg’s death.

“I hope the others will also re-
turn soon. Some of them are still

reluctant to come back and join the
investigation, but we are maintain-
ing pressure. Their statements are
crucial to conclude the inquiry at
the earliest,” Sarma said.

He further explained that Assam
Police would not be travelling to
Singapore for the investigation, as
they have no jurisdiction in another
country.

“The central government has al-
ready activated the Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty (MLAT) be-
tween India and Singapore. Under
this agreement, Singaporean au-
thorities will share with us the find-
ings of their investigation into
Zubeen Garg’s death,” the Chief
Minister added.

The CID had issued notices to
eight Assamese NRIs based in Sin-
gapore, who had organised a yacht
party for Zubeen Garg and were
present when the incident took
place, to appear before it to record
their statements related to the case.

The deadline of the notices ex-
pired on Monday and except Rup
Kamal Kalita, no other persons
who received summons to appear
before the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 6: The Assam
Cabinet, chaired by Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma at Lok
Sewa Bhawan on Monday, ap-
proved a series of key decisions
aimed at improving infrastructure,
education, healthcare, employee
welfare, and social security across
the state.

One of the major approvals was
granted for the construction of an
elevated corridor on NH-306 in
Silchar to ease traffic congestion in
the town. 

The project, titled ‘Construction
of Elevated Corridor on NH-306
Section from Trunk Road near
Capital Point to Rangirkhari Point
in Silchar, Assam (Phase-I) under
SOPD-G for the year 2025-26’,

has received administrative ap-
proval for an amount of ₹564.50
crore, of which ₹100 crore will be
earmarked for land acquisition. 

The 3.5-km-long elevated corri-
dor will provide uninterrupted,
safe, and efficient traffic move-
ment through the heart of Silchar,
significantly reducing travel time
and vehicular emissions. 

The project is expected to im-

prove urban mobility and con-
tribute to a cleaner and greener en-
vironment.

The Cabinet also approved
amendments to the Medical Col-
leges and Dental Colleges of
Assam (Regulation of Admission
into 1st year MBBS/BDS Courses)
Rules, 2017 (as amended up to
2025). 

The amendment to Rule 3(1) in-
troduces a new provision that al-
lows candidates who are
permanent residents of Assam but
have studied outside the state to
apply for admission under the state
quota, provided their last three
generations are permanent resi-
dents of Assam, as certified by the
concerned District Commissioner.
Further,  (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Introduction of UPS for govt staff approved

GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Monday said barring one, seven
others present with singer Zubeen
Garg during his last moments in
Singapore were yet to respond to
CID summons.

Sarma said Rupkamal Kalita,
who was present on the yacht when
Garg died while swimming in the
sea on September 19, has re-
sponded to the summons of the SIT
probing into his death.

Kalita will come to Guwahati on
Tuesday, the CM said.

However, the seven others have
not said anything about coming to
Assam to help in the investigation,
Sarma said at a media briefing
here.

‘We will maintain pressure on
them... the sooner they come, we
can finish the investigation. We
will motivate them to cooperate
with us,’ he said.

‘We believe that if one comes,
the others will also follow,’ Sarma
said. Sarma said some family
members claim they cannot come
because (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

7 Singaporean Assamese
yet to respond to CID

summons: CM

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Oct 6: The centenary cel-
ebration of the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) was held with
patriotic fervour at the Joysing
Doloi Auditorium premises in
Diphu on Sunday (October 5),
marking 100 years of the organisa-
tion’s service to Bharat Mata and
its enduring role in nation-build-
ing.

The RSS, a key organisation
within the Sangh Parivar, was
founded on September 27, 1925,
by Dr K B Hedgewar with the ob-
jective of imparting character
training and fostering unity among
Hindus through discipline and self-
less service. 

Over the past century, the Sangh
has worked to promote the ideol-
ogy of Hindutva, preserve Indian
culture, and uphold the civilisa-
tional values that form the founda-
tion of the nation.

The programme at Diphu began
with the ceremonial honouring of
Bharat Mata – Maa Bharati and the
offering of floral tributes to the
founder leaders of the RSS, whose
vision and sacrifice laid the
groundwork for the organisation’s
century-long journey. 

The event reflected on the
Sangh’s contributions towards
uniting Indian society and promot-
ing cultural integrity.

Member of Parliament Amar
Sing Tisso, former MP Horen Sing
Bey, Karbi Anglong district BJP
president Rolland Killing, and for-
mer Member of Autonomous
Council Ramsing Timung were
among the dignitaries who at-
tended the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

RSS centenary
celebration
held in Diphu

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Monday
launched the Shraddhanjali Scheme at a function held at Lok Sewa
Bhawan, marking a major step by the Assam government to ensure the
dignified and respectful transportation of mortal remains of Assamese
people who die outside the state.

The Shraddhanjali Scheme, approved by the State Cabinet earlier this
year, aims to provide complete logistical and financial assistance for
bringing back the mortal remains of deceased domiciled residents of
Assam from anywhere in India. 

The scheme will be implemented by the Special Branch (SB) of Assam
Police, which has been designated as the nodal agency.

Families or individuals seeking assistance can contact the police con-
trol room helpline number 112, the Special Branch Control Room at
0361-2381511, the Sewa Setu Portal, or WhatsApp at +91 91810-14888.

Speaking on the occasion, chief minister Sarma described the initiative
as one of the most significant humanitarian measures undertaken by the
state government. 

He said that the Shraddhanjali Scheme reflects the government’s com-
mitment to ensuring that no family in Assam is deprived of the opportu-
nity to see their loved ones for the last time due to financial or logistical
constraints.

He informed that the Cabinet had approved the scheme on June 22,
2025, and its formal launch on October 6 marks the institutionalisation
of a service that was already being extended informally by the govern-
ment.  “Even before today’s launch, we had facilitated the return of 24
mortal remains of Assamese citizens from other  (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

‘Shraddhanjali Scheme’ a
significant intiative: CM

SHILLONG, Oct 6: Megha-
laya cabinet minister Sos-
thenes Sohtun has asserted the
need to expedite the second
phase of border talks with
Assam.

Sohtun, who is part of the
regional committee, said today
that discussions are underway
to speed up the process, which
will help clear doubts among
border residents and facilitate

peaceful living.
“We are in the second

phase of border talks. We had
a discussion with the chairman
of the regional committee
about whether we can speed
up the second phase so that it
will clear the doubts of every
citizen who is residing on the
border. People residing in the
borders want to live in peace
so that there is no disturbance

from any side,” he said.
The border dispute between

Meghalaya and Assam has
been ongoing for decades,
with 12 areas of difference.

In March 2022, the two
states signed a Memorandum
of Understanding resolving
six of the 12 disputed areas.

The second phase of talks
aims to resolve the remaining
six areas, including Langpih,
Borduar, Deshdoomreah,
Block I-II, Psiar-Khanduli,
and Nongwah-Mawtamur.

In June, Chief Ministers
Conrad K Sangma and Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma held talks
to discuss the border issue,
among other matters.

They agreed to jointly com-
mission a multi-purpose irri-
gation and hydroelectric
power project and entrusted
the North Eastern Space Ap-
plication Centre to conduct a
(CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Meghalaya minister pushes to expedite
second phase of border talks with Assam

NEW DELHI, Oct 6: In a shock-
ing breach of decorum, a 71-year-
old lawyer allegedly attempted to
hurl a shoe towards Chief Justice
of India (CJI) B R Gavai during
court proceedings on Monday.

“Don’t get distracted by all this.
We are not distracted. These things
do not affect me,” the CJI, who re-
mained unfazed during the inci-
dent, told lawyers and continued
hearing the mentioning of cases.

According to lawyers, the inci-
dent occurred when a bench com-

prising the CJI and Justice K Vinod
Chandran was hearing the men-
tioning of cases by lawyers.

The lawyer, who was later iden-
tified as Rakesh Kishor (71), a res-
ident of Mayur Vihar here,
approached the dais, removed his
shoe and tried to throw it towards
the judges.

Alert security personnel present
inside the courtroom immediately
intervened and prevented the at-
tack.

The lawyer was swiftly escorted

out of the court premises.
As he was being taken away, the

lawyer was heard shouting,
“Sanatan ka apman nahi sahenge”
(will not tolerate insults to Sanatan
Dharma).

According to sources, police are
coordinating with the registrar gen-
eral of the Supreme Court and con-
ducting further investigation into
the matter. Details about the exact
motive behind the lawyer’s act are
awaited, police sources said. Solic-
itor  (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Lawyer tries to hurl shoe at CJI Gavai

GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Monday said the SIT report, prob-
ing into the alleged Pakistani links
of state Congress president Gaurav
Gogoi and his family, is very
“damaging and damning”.

The report was discussed infor-
mally in the Cabinet meeting on
Monday, and “we will make it pub-
lic later before journalists, includ-
ing those from Delhi”, Sarma said
at a press conference here.

It is a “very bad” report and
should be shared with a larger
crowd, the chief minister said.

“As he (Gogoi) is the deputy
leader of the opposition in Lok
Sabha, we want people all over the
country to know about the report,
and so we will invite mediapersons
from Delhi so that they know his
actual character,” Sarma said.

He said that the report will be
formally listed in the Cabinet soon.

“We could have done it today,
but decided against it due to the

prevailing situation in the state,”
Sarma said, alluding to the devel-
opments following the death of
singer Zubeen Garg.

The CM said that the govern-
ment will make the gist of the re-
port public and not the entire
report.

“There are many official secrets
and statements of several people
recorded in the report. We will,
therefore, publish the gist and the
documents annexed to the report,
so that people can refer to it,”
Sarma said.

The Assam Cabinet had consti-
tuted a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) on February 17 to investigate
the anti-India activities of Pakistani
national Ali Tauqeer Sheikh and
his associates.

The SIT, led by Special DGP
(CID) Munna Prasad Gupta, for-
mally submitted the report to the
chief minister on September 10.

After receiving the report, the CM
had said  (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

SIT report on Gaurav Gogoi and family’s link
with Pak ‘damaging and damning’: Himanta

STOCKHOLM, Oct 6: Mary E
Brunkow, Fred Ramsdell, and Dr
Shimon Sakaguchi won the Nobel
Prize in medicine on Monday for
their discoveries concerning pe-
ripheral immune tolerance.

Brunkow, 64, is a senior pro-
gram manager at the Institute for
Systems Biology in Seattle. Rams-
dell, 64, is a scientific adviser for
Sonoma Biotherapeutics in San
Francisco. Sakaguchi, 74, is a dis-
tinguished professor at the Im-
munology Frontier Research
Centre at Osaka University in
Japan.

The immune system has many
overlapping systems to detect and
fight bacteria, viruses and other
bad actors. Key immune warriors,
such as T cells, get trained on how
to spot bad actors. If some instead
go awry in a way that might trigger
autoimmune diseases, they’re sup-
posed to be eliminated in the thy-

mus — a process called central tol-
erance.

The Nobel winners unravelled
an additional way the body keeps
the system in check.

The Nobel Committee said it
started with Sakaguchi’s discovery
in 1995 of a previously unknown T
cell subtype now known as regula-
tory T cells or T-regs.

Then, in 2001, Brunkow and
Ramsdell discovered a culprit mu-
tation in a gene named Foxp3, a
gene that also plays a role in a rare
human autoimmune disease.

The Nobel Committee said two
years later, Sakaguchi linked the
discoveries to show that the Foxp3
gene controls the development of
those T-regs, which in turn act as a
security guard to find and curb
other forms of T cells that overre-
act.

The work opened a new field of
immunology, said Karolinska In-

stitute rheumatology professor
Marie Wahren-Herlenius. Re-
searchers around the world are
now working to use regulatory T
cells to develop treatments for au-
toimmune diseases and cancer.

“Their discoveries have been de-
cisive for our understanding of
how the immune system functions
and why we do not all develop se-
rious autoimmune diseases,” said
Olle Kampe, chair of the Nobel
Committee.

Thomas Perlmann, Secretary-
General of the Nobel Committee,
said he was only able to reach Sak-
aguchi by phone on Monday morn-
ing.

“I got hold of him at his lab, and
he sounded incredibly grateful, ex-
pressing that it was a fantastic ho-
nour. He was quite taken by the
news,” Perlmann said. He added
that he left voicemails for
Brunkow and (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Nobel Prize in medicine goes to 3 scientists
for work on human immune system

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Oct 6: Prominent national
and state leaders on Monday extended their
greetings and best wishes to Hagrama Mohi-
lary on taking oath as the Chief of the 5th Ex-
ecutive Council of the Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC), hailing the event as the start of
a new chapter in Bodoland’s journey towards
peace, progress, and inclusive development.

Union home minister Amit Shah congratu-
lated Hagrama Mohilary on assuming office
and described the occasion as “another innings
for Bodoland on the path of peace, progress,
and democracy,” which he said was envisioned
through the historic Bodo Peace Accord signed
in 2020 under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

BJP National President Jagat Prakash Nadda
also conveyed his greetings through the social
media platform X, expressing confidence that
the newly sworn-in team would work tirelessly
for the welfare of the people and fulfill Bodofa
Upendranath Brahma’s vision of a prosperous
and peaceful Bodoland. 

He reiterated the Central and Assam govern-
ments’ commitment to promoting inclusive
growth and sustainable (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Leaders hail Hagrama Mohilary’s
oath-taking as BTC Chief

Scheme to bring back mortal remains of people
from Assam who die outside launched
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 6: SEMICON India
2025 concluded on a historic note, establish-
ing India’s growing global prominence in
the semiconductor and electronics sectors. 

Inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the mega event was attended by
Union Minister for Electronics & IT, Rail-
ways and I&B Ashwini Vaishnaw, chief
ministers of Delhi and Odisha, Minister of
State for Electronics & IT and Commerce &
Industries Jitin Prasada, MeitY Secretary S.
Krishnan, ISM CEO and Additional Secre-
tary MeitY Amitesh Sinha, among other
dignitaries.

Bringing together global industry leaders,
startups, and policymakers, the event show-
cased India’s ambition to become a trusted
hub in the global semiconductor value
chain.

Between August 21 and September 29,
SEMICON India 2025 generated a record
3,886 media features, underscoring the un-
precedented interest in India’s semiconduc-
tor ecosystem, according to Ashok
Chandak, CEO and President of SEMI India
and IESA.

Electronic media coverage included over
150 television programmes on platforms
such as Doordarshan, CNBC TV18, ET
Now, Bloomberg, AajTak, NDTV, Net-
work18, ZEE Business, ANI, PTI, and
IANS, reaching crores of viewers across
India in multiple languages. 

Print media carried more than 564 arti-
cles, while online platforms published over
3,390 stories, ensuring sustained visibility
for the semiconductor sector.

A series of press releases, MoUs, and
media engagements during the event ampli-
fied the government’s efforts and private

sector participation. 
The Prime Minister’s exhibition walk-

through, startup interactions, and focus on
accelerating India’s semiconductor roadmap
positioned SEMICON India 2025 as a
benchmark in global industry engagement.

Ashok Chandak said SEMICON India
2025 was not merely an event but a strategic
milestone that elevated India’s credibility as
a forward-looking and collaborative semi-
conductor destination. 

“The event’s scale and media footprint
will yield long-term dividends by attracting
investments, driving innovation, and rein-
forcing India’s position as a global semicon-
ductor powerhouse,” he noted.

The event recorded strong digital traction,
achieving over 9.13 lakh LinkedIn impres-
sions with 1.88 lakh engagements and more
than 3.6 million reach on X (Twitter)
through real-time updates and amplification
by official handles such as PMO, MeitY,
ISM, Digital India, SEMI, and IESA.

Multiple MoUs, thousands of business-
to-business meetings, and key industry an-
nouncements during and after the event
reflected its success in catalysing tangible
opportunities for the sector.

Organised by SEMI India, IESA, and
ISM/MeitY, SEMICON India 2025 served
as a catalyst for business and industry de-
velopment, integrating startups, global ma-
jors, and policymakers under one platform.
Regional outreach across multiple states en-
sured the event resonated deeply with
India’s broader growth narrative.

The organisers expressed gratitude to
media professionals and all stakeholders for
their contribution in making SEMICON
India 2025 a global success and a pivotal
moment in India’s semiconductor journey.

SEMICON India 2025 concludes
with record global impact

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Airtel Busi-
ness has secured a multi-year con-
tract from the Indian Railway
Security Operations Centre
(IRSOC) to design, build, imple-
ment, and operate a comprehensive
cybersecurity ecosystem to safe-
guard the Indian Railways’ digital
infrastructure. 

The project will establish a
24x7x365 multi-layered protection
system that will serve as a resilient
defence mechanism for the Rail-
ways’ extensive IT network, ensur-
ing uninterrupted, secure, and
seamless digital operations. 

Over one billion Indians are ex-
pected to benefit through enhanced
data security in services such as
ticket booking, digital payments,
and train tracking.

Indian Railways, one of the
world’s largest transport systems,
operates over 13,000 trains daily,
serves more than 20 million com-
muters, and facilitates millions of
digital transactions each day while
transporting 1.5 billion tonnes of
freight annually. 

Given the scale of operations,
safeguarding sensitive data includ-
ing customer details, payment in-
formation, and operational and
freight databases has become cru-
cial amid growing cyber threats.

Airtel Business will provide cen-
tralised security controls and multi-
layer protection to ensure the safety
of Indian Railways’ extensive data

and digital assets, covering 160,000
employees across 26 locations. 

The initiative will be powered by
AI-embedded, Make in India cyber-
security technologies that will de-
liver a sovereign and fully
compliant security architecture tai-
lored for critical national infrastruc-
ture.

Airtel Business CEO and Direc-
tor Sharat Sinha said that in times
of escalating cyber risks threatening
operational continuity and passen-
ger safety, advanced defence mech-
anisms play a critical role. 

He said Airtel Business was ho-
noured to be chosen by IRSOC as
its trusted partner to fortify the se-
curity of one of India’s most com-
plex digital infrastructures. 

He added that the robust security
layer being implemented would en-
hance security efficiency in ticket-
ing and data management, shield all
digital operations from evolving
cyber threats, and ensure safe and
seamless digital services for mil-
lions of daily railway users.

Executive Director (Information
& Planning) of the Railway Board,
Dilip Kumar, said that with the in-

creasing reliance on digital systems
for operations, cyber security had
become of utmost importance. 

He said the establishment of
IRSOC would help in continuous
monitoring of railway assets, quick
response to threats, and collabora-
tion with national cyber agencies to
ensure uninterrupted services for
passengers.

The Airtel Secure system will
provide Indian Railways with uni-
fied compliance and visibility
through a comprehensive dash-
board that enables real-time moni-
toring across more than 26
locations. 

It will feature AI-driven Endpoint
Detection and Response to ensure
continuous monitoring of devices,
real-time patch and vulnerability
management covering over 190,000
critical assets, and next-generation
AI-powered systems that detect and
neutralise threats in less than 20
seconds. 

It will also include threat intelli-
gence and dark web surveillance to
identify risks proactively and strong
network and access controls such as
firewalls, routers, and credential
safeguards to secure mission-criti-
cal systems.

With this initiative, Indian Rail-
ways takes a major step towards
achieving a resilient, AI-driven, and
sovereign cybersecurity frame-
work, strengthening the backbone
of one of the nation’s most vital
public service networks.

Airtel Business wins multi-year contract to
secure Indian Railways’ digital operations HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Fintech major PhonePe has an-
nounced a strategic partnership with Utkarsh Small Fi-
nance Bank to launch the Wish Credit Card, aimed at
expanding access to credit through a fully digital applica-
tion process on the PhonePe app.

The new offering combines the security of a Fixed De-
posit (FD) with the flexibility of a credit card, providing a
simple and affordable entry point for self-employed indi-
viduals, homemakers, Gen Z customers, and people from
tier-2 and tier-3 cities where credit card penetration re-
mains low.

Users can obtain the Wish Credit Card by opening an
FD starting from just ₹2,000. 

The FD not only backs the credit limit but also earns in-
terest, making it both a savings and a credit instrument.
Being a RuPay Credit Card, it enables seamless UPI pay-
ments and rewards on daily transactions while helping cus-
tomers build a strong credit history.

The card offers 3% reward points on recharges and bill
payments made through the PhonePe app, 1% reward
points on Scan & Pay transactions and shopping with se-
lect e-commerce brands, and a monthly milestone bonus
of 200 points on spends of ₹15,000. 

Reward points are easy to redeem, with one point equal
to ₹1. Commenting on the launch, Deep Agrawal, Head of
Payments at PhonePe, said the collaboration reflects
PhonePe’s commitment to enhancing financial inclusion. 

“This partnership with Utkarsh Small Finance Bank is
a vital step in expanding our financial services ecosystem.
By integrating the convenience of RuPay on UPI with an
FD-backed credit card, we are making credit access sim-
pler and more secure for a wider audience,” he said.
Govind Singh, MD and CEO of Utkarsh Small Finance
Bank, said the partnership blends traditional and new-age
banking.  “As digital adoption grows rapidly, it’s essential
that banks offer products suited to diverse customer needs.
The Wish Credit Card allows customers to benefit from an
FD while using credit responsibly and improving their
credit score. This card truly is a wish come true,” he said.

The Wish Credit Card can be applied for directly
through the PhonePe app in a fully digital and paperless
process, which will be rolled out in phases nationwide.

PhonePe partners with
Utkarsh Small Finance 

PAHALGAM TERROR ATTACK

ED, IT to probe 
CID has not responded yet. According to sources, the state government will take

strict measures like cancelling of passports of NRIs in Singapore if they chose not to
cooperate in the death probe of Zubeen Garg.

Introduction of UPS
Rule 3(1)(c) — which required candidates to have studied in Classes VII to XII in

Assam — has been deleted, as it was found to deprive genuine permanent residents
of Assam who had pursued education outside the state.

In a significant inclusion, the Moran community residing in Arunachal Pradesh will
also become eligible for admission into MBBS and BDS courses in Assam under the
state quota. 

The Moran community living in Arunachal Pradesh will be treated at par with the
Moran community in Assam from the 2026 academic session.

In another major welfare decision, the Cabinet approved a financial sanction of
₹130 crore for the procurement of bicycles to be distributed among 3,11,614 Class
IX students studying in government schools across the state. 

The initiative aims to reduce dropout rates, improve school retention, and facilitate
smoother transition from secondary to senior secondary levels.

The Cabinet further approved the introduction of a Unified Pension Scheme (UPS)
as an option under the National Pension System (NPS) for government employees
currently covered under NPS. 

The new scheme is designed to provide better old-age security for employees and
reduce dependency on market returns.

In addition, approval was granted for granting the minimum of the pay scale to
1,231 muster roll, casual, and fixed pay workers. 

The Cabinet also decided to enhance the fixed pay equivalent to the helper al-
lowance of ₹16,400 per month for 99 fixed pay Grade-IV employees engaged under
the General Administration Department. 

The change will take effect prospectively.
Continuing its flagship welfare initiative, the Cabinet approved the inclusion of

10,186 community cadres of the Assam State Rural Livelihoods Mission (ASRLM),
including those from the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) districts, as beneficiaries
under the Orunodoi 3.0 scheme. 

The additional beneficiaries will start receiving benefits from October 7, 2025, in-
volving an additional expenditure of approximately ₹1.27 crore per month under the
scheme.

The Cabinet also decided to extend financial support of ₹5 lakh each from the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund to the next of kin of nine persons from Assam who lost their
lives in Tamil Nadu. 

The assistance will be in addition to the compensation provided by the company
where they were employed.

With these decisions, the Assam Cabinet has reaffirmed its focus on infrastructure
development, inclusive education, social welfare, and employee security, reflecting
the state government’s commitment to balanced and people-oriented governance.

‘Shraddhanjali Scheme’ a
states with full honour this year,” Sarma said.
The chief minister added that the scheme will primarily cover students studying in

institutions outside Assam and youth engaged in low-income jobs in other states. 
In the event of their death, the bereaved families or acquaintances may contact the

government through the designated helplines or by reaching out directly to the Chief
Secretary or the Chief Minister’s Office.

Explaining the operational framework of the scheme, Sarma said that in cases of
unnatural deaths — such as accidents, murder, or other special circumstances — the
Special Branch of Assam Police will extend all necessary legal and procedural assis-
tance to the affected families. 

When required, designated police officers from Assam will travel to the concerned
state to ensure a lawful and dignified repatriation of the mortal remains.

Highlighting the financial burden often faced by bereaved families, the chief min-
ister pointed out that bringing a body back to Assam from another state typically costs
around ₹40,000 to ₹50,000. 

“For many families, this is an unbearable expense. The Shraddhanjali Scheme aims
to relieve them of that distress and bring both emotional and practical support in their
time of loss,” he said.

Sarma expressed his gratitude to the Special Branch of Assam Police for taking
charge of the implementation process and urged the media to widely publicise the
helpline numbers to ensure that families can access assistance promptly during emer-
gencies.

He clarified that the scheme will not apply to affluent sections of society but will
focus primarily on economically weaker families, youth engaged in low-paying jobs,
and individuals who die in special circumstances outside the state. 

It will, however, exclude cases of deaths during medical treatment outside Assam.
Under the scheme, a DIG-level officer of the Special Branch will function as the

Nodal Officer to ensure the smooth and respectful repatriation process. 
Upon receiving information about a death, the Special Branch will assess the fam-

ily’s capacity to bring back the mortal remains and decide whether government assis-
tance is required.

The launch event was attended by water resources minister Pijush Hazarika, rev-
enue minister Keshab Mahanta, environment and forests minister Chandra Mohan
Patowary, education minister Ranoj Pegu, transport minister Jogen Mohan, public
health engineering minister Jayanta Malla Baruah, sports and youth welfare minister
Nandita Garlosa, food, civil supplies and consumer affairs minister Kaushik Rai, an-
imal husbandry and veterinary minister Krishnaendu Paul, and labour welfare minister
Rupesh Gowala.

Chief secretary Ravi Kota, director general of police Harmeet Singh, additional
chief secretary (Home and Political) Ajay Tiwari, and several senior government of-
ficials were also present at the ceremony.

The Shraddhanjali Scheme stands as a compassionate and practical initiative, re-
flecting the Assam government’s continuing efforts to uphold the dignity of life —
and of death — for its citizens, wherever they may be.

7 Singaporean Assamese 
Singapore police is not allowing them, while others say their jobs abroad would be

at risk if they return for interrogation.
The CID has issued summons to 8 out of the 11 people who were in the yacht with

the singer when the incident happened.
He also said the Assam Police was not required to go to Singapore for the investi-

gation, as under the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT), ‘whatever evidence the
Singapore Police gathers will be shared with us’.

“Our request has already been sent to Singapore, but no foreign country will allow
the police of another country to investigate on their soil,’ the chief minister added.

Four persons, including Zubeen’s manager Siddhartha Sharma, musician Shekhar-
jyoti Goswami, Singer Amritprava Mahanta and North East India Festival organiser
Shyamkanu Mahanta have been arrested and are currently in police custody.

The CM said central agencies like the Enforcement Directorate (ED) and Income
Tax (IT) department will look into the accounts of Mahanta and ‘we have already re-
quested them to help us’.

‘We do not want to spare anybody and so we will need the help of central agencies
during the process’, he said.

Asked about funds released for the NEIF, Sarma said the state government has re-
leased very little amount and this year and ‘I rejected all the files’.

‘Mahanta had raised money for the festivals from our neighbouring states in the
North East and not from Assam. I last attended his function in 2015 and not after that’,
he added.

On Raijor Dal president Akhil Gogoi’s demand for a CBI inquiry into Garg’s death,
Sarma accused him of “doing politics over a dead person” and labelled him a “politi-
cian of the lowest level.”

“When Zubeen was alive, did Gogoi ever attend his programmes or tweet that he
liked his music?” he asked.

“Some people think they can garner votes from this, but it will have an opposite
reaction as no one wants to do politics over a dead person,” he added.

He said Gogoi and Mahanta are pushing the same demand and pointed out that the
two had numerous photos online together: “This is not proof of any wrongdoing,” he
said.

Sarma emphasised that the probe is not being conducted by him but by the police;
if any party is dissatisfied, they may approach the courts.

He accused some of “diluting Zubeen’s death,” alleging that for many “justice for
him is not the issue but they want to find fault with others with whom they have prob-
lems.”

“There are now two groups of people who write on social media — one consisting
of genuine fans of the singer wanting a logical conclusion to the investigation, and
the other wanting to defeat the BJP in the Assembly polls by taking advantage of
Zubeen’s death,” he said.

Sarma also shared a video clip of a maulavi heard saying that the singer’s wife
should be given a ticket from his constituency, Jalukbari, in the 2026 Assembly polls.

He said one group is demanding full public disclosure of the investigation, while
another questions why the investigation is being revealed at all.

“Some have even asked that the video link of the investigation be shared,” he added.
Regarding the post-mortem report, he said it cannot be made public by the govern-

ment as a rule of law, though a certified copy can be obtained from the court.
He admitted that a “ground of arrest” document — in which one arrested person

claimed Garg had been poisoned — was also withheld from public release, but given
to the family “as per the rule.”

Pointing out that many people had attended functions organised by Mahanta and
had their pictures taken with him, Sarma said, “That does not mean they are involved
in any wrongdoing.”

Appealing to the public, he said, “Believe in the police for the investigation and in
the judicial commission — only then can we reach a logical conclusion. But if media
and public want to conduct it, then there will be no headway.”

Sarma concluded: “It is the government’s responsibility to inform the people
whether Zubeen’s death was a murder or not.” (PTI)

Lawyer tries to
General Tushar Mehta described the act as “unfortunate and condemnable”, calling

it a result of misinformation and an attempt at cheap publicity.
“Today’s incident in the chief justice’s court is unfortunate and deserves condem-

nation. This is the result of misinformation in social media. It is really heartening that
the chief justice of India reacted with magnanimity.... I only hope that this magna-
nimity is not treated by others as the weakness of the institution,” the top law officer
said.

“I have personally seen the chief justice visiting religious places of all religions
with full reverence. The chief justice has also clarified this position. It is not under-
stood what prompted one miscreant to do what he did today. It appears to be an act of
some attention seeker wanting cheap publicity,” Mehta added.

Senior advocate Indira Jaising termed the episode “an attack on the institution as a
whole”.

“I am not an eyewitness to the incident. What I know, I know from what the press
has reported. It calls for investigation. I consider it to be an attack on the institution
as a whole, not just the chief justice,” she said.

“I do consider it to be a casteist remark against the chief justice.... It requires a legal
response from the Supreme Court of India,” Jaising added.

The incident could be linked to the lawyer’s unhappiness over the CJI’s remarks
during a hearing last month concerning the restoration of a Vishnu idol in Khajuraho.

A bench headed by the CJI had dismissed the plea seeking directions to reconstruct
and reinstall a seven-foot idol of Lord Vishnu at the Javari temple, part of the UN-
ESCO World Heritage Khajuraho temple complex in Madhya Pradesh.

Terming the plea a “publicity interest litigation”, the CJI had said, “This is purely
publicity interest litigation.... Go and ask the deity himself to do something. If you
are saying that you are a strong devotee of Lord Vishnu, then you pray and do some
meditation.”

Taking note of the online criticism of his comments, the CJI later said he respects
“all religions”.

“Someone told me the other day that the comments I made have been portrayed in

social media.... I respect all religions,” he said on September 18. (PTI)

RSS centenary celebration
celebration.  Prominent BJP leaders and thousands of RSS karyakartas (volunteers)

from across the district gathered for the occasion, expressing solidarity and commit-
ment to the ideals espoused by the organisation.

In their addresses, the speakers lauded the RSS for its unwavering dedication to
discipline, unity, and service, describing it as a movement that has inspired generations
to work for the nation’s progress and cultural resurgence. 

They emphasised that the Sangh’s century of service represents a legacy of devo-
tion, patriotism, and social harmony.

The celebration was filled with patriotic songs, traditional rituals, and chants of
“Vande Mataram” and “Bharat Mata Ki Jai,” capturing the spirit of unity and national
pride among the participants.

The centenary event in Diphu formed part of the nationwide commemorations
marking 100 years of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh’s service and commitment
to the ideals of selfless work, cultural preservation, and nation-first philosophy.

SIT report on Gaurav
that the state government will examine it in detail and place it before the Cabinet

for discussion before making it public.
Sarma had earlier claimed that the SIT has “established the involvement of a British

national - who is also married to an Indian Member of Parliament - in the larger ne-
farious activities of Pakistan national Ali Tauqeer Sheikh.”

The investigation also sheds light on how the Ministry of Interior, Govt of Pakistan,
facilitated the visit of a Member of Parliament from Assam in their country, he had
claimed.

Gogoi had earlier claimed that the allegations levelled by the CM are like a “C-
grade Bollywood film”, which is going to flop as the people of Assam understand
everything.

Leaders hail Hagrama
development in the region. Union minister for communications Jyotiraditya M

Scindia joined other leaders in congratulating Hagrama Mohilary, describing the oc-
casion as “the beginning of a new journey for Bodoland fostering peace, harmony,
and progress across the North Eastern Region.”

Assam minister for Information and Public Relations, Water Resources, and Par-
liamentary Affairs Pijush Hazarika extended his heartfelt congratulations to Hagrama
Mohilary and Rihan Daimari, who took oath as the chief and deputy chief of the BTC
respectively. 

Hazarika expressed optimism that the new BTC Government would work with
unity and commitment to ensure all-round growth and prosperity in the Bodoland Ter-
ritorial Region.

Minister for education and welfare of plain tribes and backward classes, Ranoj
Pegu, who attended the swearing-in ceremony in Kokrajhar, personally congratulated
Hagrama Mohilary ahead of the event. 

He lauded Mohilary’s leadership and wished him a successful tenure as the Chief
of the 5th Executive Council.

Assam Governor Lakshman Prasad Acharya, who also attended the ceremony, con-
veyed his confidence that the newly formed BTC Government would uphold demo-
cratic values and work with dedication for the welfare and development of the people
of Bodoland.

Chief executive member of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council, Tuliram
Ronghang, too extended his congratulations to Hagrama Mohilary on his electoral
victory and assumption of office, expressing hope that the new administration would
continue to strengthen regional cooperation and development.

The oath-taking of Hagrama Mohilary as BTC Chief marks a significant political
milestone, drawing widespread appreciation from leaders across the political spectrum
who view it as a moment of renewed promise for stability, development, and harmony
in the Bodoland Territorial Region.

Meghalaya minister pushes
detailed study on urban flooding in Guwahati. The two states have also begun in-

stalling boundary pillars in the Hahim area to resolve the border dispute. (NNN)

Nobel Prize in medicine
Ramsdell. The award is the first of the 2025 Nobel Prize announcements and was

announced by a panel at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm.
Nobel announcements continue with the physics prize on Tuesday, chemistry on

Wednesday and literature on Thursday. The Nobel Peace Prize will be announced on
Friday, and the Nobel Memorial Prize in economics on Oct. 13.

The award ceremony will be held Dec. 10, the anniversary of the death of Alfred
Nobel, who founded the prizes. Nobel was a wealthy Swedish industrialist and the
inventor of dynamite. He died in 1896.

The trio will share the prize money of 11 million Swedish kronor (nearly USD 1.2
million). (AP)

ICSSR, German-British
Dhananjay Singh, Member Secretary, ICSSR, said the India Research Tour is a sig-

nificant initiative to connect social science researchers across the country, enabling
dialogue and collaboration across disciplines.

“By engaging with institutions from diverse regions, particularly in the Eastern and
North-Eastern states of India, we aim to strengthen research capacity, uphold high
standards of research integrity, and support evidence-based policymaking that benefits
society at large,” Singh said.

This year, the tour will visit leading institutions covering diverse disciplines includ-
ing engineering, medical sciences and management in the east and northeast region
of India.

Key stops include IIT Kharagpur, IIT Kanpur, IIT Guwahati, Maulana Azad Med-
ical College (New Delhi), IIM Calcutta, IIM Lucknow and IIM Bodh Gaya. (PTI)
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 6: The District Orientation
Programme under the Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan
was held on Monday at the Conference Hall of the
Deputy Commissioner’s office in Kokrajhar.

The initiative aims to empower individuals
and institutions for tribal transformation by cre-
ating a cadre of committed change leaders to
improve public service delivery and promote

participatory governance in tribal areas.
The programme was attended by Subhram

Aditya Bora, ADC Kokrajhar, and Lourembam
Nelson Mangangcha, ADC i/c Parbatjhora SDO
(C), along with officials from key line depart-
ments and district master trainers under the Ab-
hiyan. Discussions focused on improving
governance responsiveness, aligning local
needs with planning processes, and promoting

inter-departmental convergence for holistic
tribal development. Suggestions were also
made for integrated awareness drives against
social issues such as child marriage, witch-
hunting, and dowry.

As part of the Abhiyan, a District Process Lab
will be conducted from October 7 to 9 at the
Election Branch Conference Hall in Kokrajhar.
The programme will include participatory ac-
tivities such as transect walks, social mapping,
and vision-building exercises in tribal villages.
These will help communities identify key pri-
orities in health, education, livelihoods, and in-
frastructure, forming the foundation of the
Village Action Plan 2030. The plan aims to con-
vert collective community aspirations into de-
fined development goals with clear timelines
and departmental coordination.

Additionally, Adi Sewa Kendras will be es-
tablished to ensure sustained community en-
gagement through grievance redressal,
awareness generation, and the coordination of
welfare schemes.

The district administration has reaffirmed its
commitment to making the Kokrajhar model a
benchmark for responsive and participatory
governance under the Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan,
contributing to the broader national goal of a
Viksit Bharat through tribal transformation.

District orientation programme on Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan UPSC coaching finalists 
selected under Guv’s Yojana

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 6: A coun-
selling session, essay test, and per-
sonal interview for shortlisted and
waitlisted candidates under the
Governor Assam Pratibha Protsa-
han Yojana 2025 were conducted
on October 5 and 6 at the Interna-
tional Guest House, Rohika, AAU.

The scheme, launched in 2024
under the guidance of Assam Gov-
ernor Lakshman Prasad Acharya,
aims to identify and support meri-
torious students from Assam aspir-
ing to join the All India Civil
Services. It provides free UPSC
coaching in New Delhi, helping
talented youth access top-tier men-
torship and preparation resources.
The 2025 edition is the initiative’s
second phase.

The counselling session featured
motivational talks by Anu Va-
sudeva, Executive Director (Pro-
jects), Delhi Arya Pratinidhi Sabha
and Akhil Bhartiya Dayanand Se-

washram, who urged aspirants to
pursue their goals with integrity
and determination. Rajiv Talwar,
Controller of Finance, Ambedkar
University Delhi, also shared in-
sights on focused preparation and
consistency.

Aspirants interacted with Abhi-
gyan Khaund (IFS, 2024 batch),
who shared his personal journey
and preparation strategies. The ses-
sion concluded with an address by
S S Meenakshi Sundaram, Com-
missioner and Secretary to the
Governor, who congratulated the
candidates and reaffirmed the Gov-
ernor's vision to empower Assam’s
youth.

The process included an essay
test and personal interviews con-
ducted in hybrid mode, assessing
the candidates’ aptitude, analytical
skills, and motivation for public
service. Based on performance, 10
candidates were selected for free
UPSC coaching in New Delhi. 

HT Correspondent
DHUBRI, Oct 6: The Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) foiled a cumin
smuggling attempt along the
Brahmaputra riverine border in
Dhubri, seizing 22 sacks weighing
660 kilograms of cumin (zeera)
valued at over `1.5 lakh. The con-
signment was destined for illegal
transit into Bangladesh.

The operation was conducted by
the BSF’s 150 Battalion, which re-
covered 10 sacks from Mantrir Char
and 12 sacks from Chowki Char. The
seized goods were handed over to
the Office of the Assistant Commis-
sioner of GST, Dhubri. The smug-
glers had disguised the cumin sacks
by tying them to banana tree trunks
and floated them along the river’s
current towards Bangladesh. The
consignment was detected by BSF’s
advanced surveillance cameras dur-
ing night patrols.

In India, the wholesale price for
cumin typically ranges between ru-

pees 200 to 250 per kilogram,
while the retail price is between ru-
pees 300 and 400 per kilogram.
Conversely, in Bangladesh,
sources reveal that the retail price
for 1 kg of cumin can fetch be-
tween rupees 950 and 1,150, a dra-

matic increase attributed to import
challenges and high demand.

The BSF’s timely action has pre-
vented illegal transit and curbed
cross-border economic offenses.
Investigations into those involved
are ongoing.

BSF seizes cumin worth ` 1.5
lakh along Dhubri river border

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, Oct 6: The
Charaideo District Congress on
Sunday evening held a candle-
light procession in Sonari de-
manding justice for Zubeen Garg.
The march, led by Leader of the
Opposition in the Assam Assem-
bly Debabrat Saikia and district
Congress president Utpal Gogoi,
began from Rajiv Bhawan as
Zubeen’s song ‘Mayabini ratir…

’ played in the background.
Debabrat Saikia reiterated the

party’s demand for a high-level
CBI inquiry into Zubeen’s death
under the supervision of a retired
Supreme Court judge. He criti-
cised the slow pace of the inves-
tigation and termed the Chief
Minister’s remark that the prime
accused was not arrested initially
at the request of Zubeen’s family
as unfortunate and unacceptable.

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 6: In a major
push for financial inclusion and
women’s empowerment, the
Cachar District Administration is
set to launch Orunodoi 3.0 across
1,575 venues October 7 at 10:30
AM. The event will coincide with
the statewide rollout of the Gov-
ernment of Assam’s flagship wel-
fare scheme.

A total of 1, 81,438 eligible ben-
eficiaries across 19 administrative
blocks will receive the first
month’s assistance of ` 1,250 di-
rectly in their bank accounts. Each
venue will broadcast the central
programme live, and beneficiaries
have been asked to attend their re-
spective centres to witness and
participate in the launch.

To ensure a smooth rollout, the
district administration has deputed

LAC-wise and Block/ULB-wise
Nodal Officers. Arrangements for
drinking water, uninterrupted elec-
tricity, mobile medical units, and
law enforcement have been put in
place. The Superintendent of Po-
lice, Cachar, has been requested to
deploy mobile police teams to
maintain law and order.

Final verification of beneficiary
data has been completed, reflecting
the administration’s commitment
to transparency. As of October 4,
2025, Silchar Municipal Corpora-
tion has the highest number of ben-
eficiaries at 29,192, followed by
Udharbond (14,367), Borkhola
(12,991), Kalain (12,489), Dholai–
Narsingpur (12,121), and others
across the district.

Smaller blocks such as Sonai
Municipal Board (2,563),
Badarpur Municipal Board

(2,740), and Lakhipur Municipal
Board (714) also form part of the
rollout. The final verified figure of
1, 81,438, down from the initially
frozen data of 1, 83,008, reflects a
targeted effort to eliminate dupli-
cation and include only genuine

beneficiaries.
District Commissioner Mridul

Yadav, IAS, said the launch marks
more than just a policy implemen-
tation—it is a celebration of em-
powerment. “Orunodoi 3.0
embodies the compassionate vi-

sion of the Chief Minister, ensur-
ing that benefits reach directly to
the most deserving—the women
and families who are the backbone
of our society. Every effort has
been made to make this rollout
smooth, transparent, and inclu-
sive,” he said.

He added that all ground-level
arrangements have been completed
to ensure the launch is successful
and impactful. “This is not just the
implementation of a government
scheme—it is a collective celebra-
tion of empowerment and public
service,” he said.

The launch of Orunodoi 3.0 is
seen as a milestone in Assam’s
journey toward inclusive growth,
clean governance, and people-cen-
tric administration, ensuring timely
and transparent delivery of support
to every eligible household.

Cachar set for grand launch of Orunodoi 3.0 
Direct aid to women, driving Assam’s inclusive development

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Oct 6: In a series of
intensified operations against
smuggling, the Railway Protection
Force (RPF) of Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR) recovered approx-
imately 196 kg of ganja valued at
over ` 19.69 lakh between Septem-
ber 25 and October 2. Two women
were also apprehended in connec-
tion with the smuggling.

On October 1, the RPF seized
14.1 kg of ganja in two separate
operations. At Dimapur Railway
Station, 10 kg of ganja worth ` 1
lakh was recovered, while another
4.1 kg valued at ` 41,000 was
seized from Train No 13174 DN at
New Coochbehar Railway Station
by the CPDS team of RPF/Alipur-
duar Junction. The contraband was
treated as unclaimed and handed
over to respective GRP units.

Earlier, on September 30, the
RPF team at Agartala recovered 31
kg of unclaimed ganja worth `
3.10 lakh from the station yard.
The seizure was handed over to
GRP Agartala, and a case was reg-
istered under Section 106.

On September 25, a joint opera-
tion by RPF and GRP at Badarpur
led to the seizure of 26.445 kg of
ganja worth ` 2.64 lakh from two
women passengers aboard Train
No  12508 (Silchar–Thiruvanan-
thapuram Central Express). The
women were detained, and the
seized contraband was handed
over to GRP/Badarpur for legal ac-
tion.

The RPF of NF Railway reiter-
ated its commitment to combating
smuggling, theft, and human traf-
ficking while ensuring passenger
safety. Rail users are urged to re-
port suspicious activities by dialing
the toll-free helpline number 139.

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Oct 6: Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav visited the Kaziranga Na-
tional Park and Tiger Reserve on
Sunday, reaffirming the national
and cultural significance of the
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

CM Yadav toured the Bagori
Range of the park and was re-
ceived by Nagaon Deputy Com-
missioner Debashish Sarma and
other senior officials. The visit
was part of a broader initiative to
promote inter-state cultural ties
and tourism.

Kaziranga, located on the
southern bank of the Brahmaputra
River, is globally renowned for

being the habitat of the one-
horned rhinoceros, along with
elephants, tigers, wild buffaloes,
deer, and a wide variety of birds
and reptiles.

Recognised for its biodiversity
and natural landscape, Kaziranga
attracts domestic and interna-
tional tourists year-round. The
Chief Minister’s visit is expected
to further boost tourism and
strengthen ties between Assam
and Madhya Pradesh.

Local officials stated that such
high-profile visits help spotlight
Kaziranga’s ecological impor-
tance and reinforce its cultural
connection with the people of
Assam.

RPF seizes Ganja
worth ` 19.69 lakh 

Kaziranga visit by MP CM
highlights Assam’s pride

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, Oct 6: A coordination and
preparatory meeting for the upcoming
LAC-wise Mega Health Camp in Tezpur
Legislative Assembly Constituency was
held on Monday at the District Commis-
sioner’s Office Conference Hall, Sonit-
pur. The camp, part of the State
Government’s “Susrusha Setu 2025” ini-
tiative, will be launched during “Seva Hi
Samarpan: Seva Saptah.”

The meeting was chaired by District
Commissioner Ananda Kumar Das and
attended by ADC (Health) Twahir Alam,
Tezpur Municipal Board Chairperson
Ramen Tamuli, Joint Director of Health
Services Dr Jagadish Goswami, KCH Su-
perintendent, TMCH Nodal Officer, and
officials from departments including
P&RD, APDCL, Health & Family Wel-
fare, PHE, Education, DIPRO, Social
Welfare, and NHM Sonitpur.

The District Commissioner reviewed
departmental readiness and stressed the
importance of inter-departmental coordi-
nation for the smooth conduct of the
camp, scheduled for October 10 at Tezpur

Government Higher Secondary School.
The camp will offer comprehensive

health screenings for children aged 0–18
years, covering over 50 diseases and con-
ditions such as congenital heart diseases,
neurological disorders, cleft lip and
palate, congenital malformations, and en-
docrine and hematological disorders.
General health check-ups and wellness
activities will also be provided.

The District Commissioner urged par-
ents and guardians to bring their children
to avail of the free screenings and special-
ist consultations.

Preparations underway for
LAC Mega Health Camp

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, Oct 6: Four stranded workers from West Karbi
Anglong were rescued from Nilapara in Puri, Odisha, after
falling victim to a job fraud. The rescued workers have been
identified as Sar-im Kro, Dhansing Phangcho, Gautam Sing
Inghi, and Birsing Terang.

The group had travelled from Kheroni in search of em-
ployment. Birsing Terang had gone to Puri two months ear-
lier and was lured by fraudsters who promised him a job at
a company named RHI. He was asked to pay ` 12,000 in
advance. However, instead of being given a job, he was
locked inside a building in Nilapara and survived for two
months on just two handfuls of rice per day, without pay or
proper shelter.

Eventually, the fraudsters promised to release Birsing if
he brought in three more workers from Assam. In a desper-
ate attempt to save himself, Birsing contacted Sar-im,
Dhansing, and Gautam and lured them to Puri with false
promises of employment. Upon arrival, they too were
trapped by the same group.

The families of the victims alerted West Karbi Anglong
District Congress President Augustine Inhi, who took up the
matter. With the intervention of Dr Smruti Ranjan Lenka,
General Secretary of the Indian Youth Congress and a resi-
dent of Odisha, the Puri police were able to rescue all four
men. The workers have since been safely brought back to
Assam.

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Oct 6: Kendriya
Vidyalaya at CCI, Bokajan has
been declared under the civil sector
following a cabinet decision. It is
among 57 KVs across the country
to receive this designation.

KVs under the civil sector cater
to the educational needs of chil-
dren of central government em-
ployees, both transferable and
non-transferable, and those from
other civil organizations unlike
those established primarily for de-
fence personnel.

In a social media post, Bokajan
MLA welcomed the decision, stat-
ing it would ensure “better func-
tionality, smoother administration,
and more opportunities for our
children.” He also expressed grati-
tude to Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, BJP Na-
tional General Secretary B L San-
tosh, and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for making the development
possible.

Stranded Assam workers 
rescued from job fraud in Puri

KV Bokajan 
declared under

civil sector

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Oct 6: Diphu market
witnessed a significant rush on
Monday as people thronged shops
for Lakshmi Puja, locally known as
Lakhi Puja—one of the most im-
portant Hindu festivals in Assam.

Dedicated to Goddess Lak-
shmi, the deity of wealth, pros-
perity, fertility, knowledge, and
beauty, the festival sees devotees
making elaborate preparations.

Local vendors displayed a va-
riety of agricultural produce,
spices such as raw turmeric and
ginger, seasonal fruits including
pomelo, and essential items like
lotus flowers and paddy bun-
dles—both symbolic offerings in
Lakshmi Puja.

Among the most sought after
items were lotus flowers and
paddy bunches, which hold deep
mythological significance. As per
the legend of Samudra Manthan,

Lakshmi emerged from the cos-
mic ocean seated on a lotus, earn-
ing her the name “Padma.”

In the evening, devotees per-
form rituals and offer prayers at
home, welcoming Goddess Lak-
shmi and seeking her blessings
for prosperity, wealth, and protec-
tion from illusion (maya).

Rush in Diphu market
ahead of Lakshmi Puja

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Oct 6: A fatal road accident took place in Monday morning
on the old National Highway 37 at Dimaruguri, on the outskirts of Na-
gaon town. A head-on collision between a scooter and a bike claimed
the life of one person and left another seriously injured.

The deceased has been identified as Deben Bora (52), a resident of
Gomothagaon under Itachali Police Outpost. He was riding pillion on
the scooter at the time of the accident. The injured person is currently
undergoing treatment.

The accident involved a scooter bearing registration number AS 02
P 7944 and a bike with registration number AS 02 AV 1242. Upon re-
ceiving the alert, Nagaon Traffic Police arrived at the spot and arranged
for a post-mortem examination.

The tragic news has cast a pall of gloom over the Gomothagaon area.

One killed, one injured
in road mishap

Cong holds march demanding
justice for Zubeen Garg

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALI, Oct 6: On the auspicious occasion of the
25th Sri Sri Laxmi Puja, organised by Romance Club, one lakh earthen
lamps were lit in memory of the legendary singer Zubeen Garg this
evening at Lakhan Garg, Samar Dalani in Biswanath district.

Members of the Romance Club, along with the local public, partic-
ipated in lighting the lamps during the evening prayer to honor the
iconic musical legend. The cultural night was inaugurated by Anjan
Baskota, recipient of the Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar, who also
paid homage by offering floral tributes before Zubeen Garg’s portrait.

A variety of cultural performances by local artists followed the in-
auguration. Suraj Sarma, secretary of Romance Club, conducted the
proceedings, while Mintu Mishra, club president, chaired the prize dis-
tribution ceremony.

One lakh lamps lit in memory of Zubeen 

Consignment floated using banana trunks to evade
detection along river route into Bangladesh

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, Oct 6: Community priests from Hindu, Islam,
Sikh, Buddhist, and Jain faiths offered prayers for legendary
singer-composer-actor and social activist Zubeen Garg in front
of the historic Shiva Doul. A large number of followers and
Zubeen fans were present.

Krishna Surjya Nam Samaj, Sikh Samaj, Jain Samaj, Dwini
Madrasa, Sungha Dipa Buddhist Samaj, Melachakar Mahila
Nam Samaj, Baptist Mandali, and Magarahat Anajory Diha
Nam Dal participated in the prayer session.

The session was conducted by Nabaneet Hazarika, Sarat
Hazarika, Ratu Das, Bhoirav Munda, Himangshu Neog, Navajy-
oti Saikia, Munna Agarala, Neelam Kakoti, Manos Dutta, Zakir
Hussain, Basanta Gogoi, Jyoti Pd Kalita, Achyut Chutia, Uddipta
Duwara, Hrishikesh Duwara, and singer Pranami Sharma, who
moved the gathering with her rendition of ‘Mayabini…’

Earlier, the Zubeen Fan Club organised a rally and collected
signatures in blood on a canvas to pay tribute and demand a
fair trial into the drowning incident and strict punishment for
all involved in his tragic death.

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Oct 6: The Government of Assam is set to
launch the much-awaited Orunodoi 3.0 October 7. The
District Administration, in partnership with Diphu Mu-
nicipal Board, will hold a polling station-wise ceremonial
launch at 10 AM at Langkung Habe Memorial Town
Hall, Diphu. The event will feature a live stream of the
main state-level function starting at 10:30 AM.

The launch will also be broadcast live across all
polling stations in the three Legislative Assembly Con-
stituencies of Karbi Anglong district.

All-faith prayers meet in memory of Zubeen Garg Govt to launch Orunodoi 3.0 in KA today 

HT Correspondent
DEMOW, Oct 6: Dipjyoti
Gogoi, a resident of Thowra Doul
near Demow, was detained at the
Demow Police Station on Sun-
day afternoon and released on
Monday after spending nearly 20
hours in custody.

According to sources, Dipjyoti
was called to the police station at
around 2 PM on Sunday. His de-
tention is reportedly linked to
Facebook posts where he de-
manded justice for singer Zubeen
Garg. One of the posts showed two
police officers with Shyamkanu
Mahanta, while another showed
the State Chief Minister with Ma-
hanta in a helicopter.

No case was registered against
Dipjyoti, and he was released
after a medical check-up around
11 AM on Monday. He told the
media that before his release, two
Facebook posts from his account
were deleted. He reiterated that
the people of Assam are united in
their demand for justice for
Zubeen Garg.

Demow youth detained
over Facebook posts
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The human immune system stands as one

of evolution's most remarkable
achievements, a sophisticated defense

mechanism that operates ceaselessly to protect
us from an invisible army of pathogens. Every
moment of every day, thousands of viruses,
bacteria, and other microorganisms attempt to
breach our biological defenses, yet most of us
remain healthy, our bodies successfully re-
pelling these constant invasions. Without this
intricate protective network, human survival
would be impossible. However, the immune
system faces a profound challenge that has
puzzled scientists for decades: how does it
distinguish between dangerous invaders and
the body's own tissues? Why doesn't this pow-
erful defense system turn against us more fre-
quently? The 2025 Nobel Prize in Physiology
or Medicine has been awarded to three pio-
neering researchers who answered these fun-
damental questions, revolutionizing our
understanding of immune regulation and
opening new pathways for treating some of
humanity's most devastating diseases.
Mary E. Brunkow, Fred Ramsdell, and Shi-

mon Sakaguchi have been honored with sci-
ence's most prestigious recognition for their
groundbreaking discoveries concerning pe-
ripheral immune tolerance. Their work has il-
luminated how the immune system maintains
its delicate balance, preventing it from attack-
ing the very body it is designed to protect. The
laureates identified a previously unknown
class of immune cells, regulatory T cells,
which function as the immune system's secu-
rity guards, monitoring other immune cells
and ensuring they do not mistakenly assault
our own organs and tissues. This discovery
has laid the foundation for an entirely new
field of research and is now spurring the de-
velopment of innovative treatments for can-
cer, autoimmune diseases, and transplant
rejection.
For decades, researchers believed they un-

derstood how the immune system avoided
self-destruction through a process called cen-
tral immune tolerance. According to this
model, T cells, which serve as essential play-
ers in the body's defense mechanism, mature
in an organ called the thymus. During this
maturation process, T cells that recognize the
body's own proteins are identified and elimi-
nated before they can cause harm. This selec-
tion process seemed to provide a complete
explanation for how the immune system
maintained its precision. However, as often
happens in science, reality proved far more
complex than the prevailing theory suggested.
The story of this year's Nobel Prize begins

in the 1980s with Shimon Sakaguchi, then
working at the Aichi Cancer Center Research
Institute in Nagoya, Japan. At a time when
most researchers had abandoned the idea of
suppressor T cells due to fraudulent research
that had discredited the entire field, Sakaguchi
chose to swim against the tide. He was in-
spired by a puzzling experimental result:
when researchers surgically removed the thy-
mus from newborn mice three days after birth,
instead of developing weaker immune sys-
tems as expected, these mice experienced im-

mune systems that went into overdrive, at-
tacking their own bodies and causing severe
autoimmune diseases.
This paradoxical observation convinced

Sakaguchi that something crucial was missing
from the prevailing understanding of immune
regulation. He hypothesized that the immune
system must possess some form of security
guard, cells capable of calming down other T
cells and keeping them in check. Through
meticulous experimentation involving the iso-
lation and transfer of T cells between mice, he
gathered evidence supporting this radical idea.
However, proving the existence of these reg-
ulatory cells required identifying what made
them distinct from ordinary helper T cells.
The challenge lay in differentiation. Re-

searchers classify T cells based on proteins
displayed on their surfaces. Helper T cells
carry a protein called CD4, while killer T cells
bear CD8. Sakaguchi's regulatory cells also
carried CD4, making them indistinguishable
from standard helper T cells
using conventional methods.
It took more than a decade of
persistent work, but in 1995,
Sakaguchi made his breakthrough. In The
Journal of Immunology, he demonstrated that
these immune-calming cells could be identi-
fied not only by their CD4 markers but also
by another protein called CD25. He had dis-
covered an entirely new class of T cells, which
he named regulatory T cells.
Despite this achievement, many in the sci-

entific community remained skeptical. The
field had been burned before by false claims
about suppressor cells, and researchers de-
manded more concrete proof before accepting
Sakaguchi's discovery. That proof would
come from an unexpected source: a strain of
sickly mice born in a Tennessee laboratory
during the 1940s as an unintended conse-
quence of research related to the Manhattan
Project. These mice, given the name scurfy,
suffered from devastating symptoms includ-
ing scaly skin, enormously enlarged spleens
and lymph glands, and tragically short lifes-
pans of just a few weeks. Researchers recog-
nized that the mutation causing this condition
resided on the X chromosome, affecting male
mice while females, with their two X chromo-

somes, remained healthy carriers. For
decades, the scurfy mutation remained a med-
ical curiosity, its underlying mechanism a
mystery.
In the 1990s, as molecular biology tools be-

came more sophisticated, Mary Brunkow and
Fred Ramsdell, working at the biotechnology
company Celltech Chiroscience in Bothell,
Washington, decided to investigate the scurfy
mutation. They recognized that understanding
why these mice developed such severe au-
toimmune symptoms could provide crucial in-
sights for developing treatments for human
autoimmune diseases. They embarked on the
daunting task of finding the mutated gene re-
sponsible for the condition.
The challenge was immense. The mouse X

chromosome contains approximately 170 mil-
lion base pairs of DNA, and finding a single
mutated gene within this vast molecular land-
scape was like searching for a needle in an
enormous haystack. Through years of

painstaking work, Brunkow
and Ramsdell narrowed
down the potential location,
eventually identifying an

area containing twenty candidate genes. They
examined each gene systematically, compar-
ing healthy mice with scurfy mice. Only with
the twentieth and final gene did they find their
answer. The gene they discovered was previ-
ously unknown to science. Due to its similar-
ities with a family of genes called forkhead
box genes, which regulate other genes and in-
fluence cell development, they named it
Foxp3. This discovery took on even greater
significance when Brunkow and Ramsdell
demonstrated that mutations in the human
equivalent of this gene cause IPEX, a rare but
devastating autoimmune disease affecting
boys. Their findings, published in Nature Ge-
netics in 2001, provided the missing link that
would connect their work with Sakaguchi's
earlier discovery.
Within two years, Sakaguchi and other re-

searchers convincingly demonstrated that the
FOXP3 gene controls the development of reg-
ulatory T cells. The puzzle pieces had finally
come together, revealing a comprehensive
picture of peripheral immune tolerance. These
regulatory T cells patrol the body, preventing

other immune cells from mistakenly attacking
the body's own tissues and ensuring that im-
mune responses calm down after eliminating
invaders, preventing the immune system from
continuing to operate at maximum intensity
indefinitely.
The implications of these discoveries ex-

tend far beyond theoretical understanding.
The fundamental knowledge gained about
regulatory T cells has catalyzed the develop-
ment of numerous potential medical treat-
ments currently undergoing clinical trials. In
cancer research, scientists have discovered
that tumors can attract large numbers of regu-
latory T cells, effectively creating a protective
shield against immune attack. Researchers are
now developing strategies to dismantle these
protective barriers, allowing the immune sys-
tem to access and destroy cancerous tissues.
Conversely, in autoimmune diseases where

the immune system attacks the body too ag-
gressively, researchers are exploring ways to
enhance regulatory T cell activity. Pilot stud-
ies involve administering interleukin-2, a sub-
stance that promotes regulatory T cell
proliferation. This same approach shows
promise for preventing organ rejection after
transplantation, a major challenge in modern
medicine.
Another innovative strategy involves isolat-

ing regulatory T cells from patients, multiply-
ing them in laboratory conditions, and
reintroducing them into the body. Some re-
searchers are even modifying these cells with
surface antibodies that function like address
labels, directing these cellular security guards
to specific transplanted organs such as livers
or kidneys, where they can protect against im-
mune-mediated rejection.
The work of Brunkow, Ramsdell, and Sak-

aguchi exemplifies the profound impact that
basic scientific research can have on human
welfare. By following their curiosity and per-
sisting through skepticism and technical chal-
lenges, they uncovered fundamental
mechanisms governing immune system regu-
lation. Their discoveries have opened entirely
new avenues for treating diseases that have
long plagued humanity, from the devastation
of autoimmune disorders to the ongoing battle
against cancer.
As Olle Kämpe, chair of the Nobel Com-

mittee, noted, their discoveries have been de-
cisive for understanding how the immune
system functions and why we do not all de-
velop serious autoimmune diseases. Through
their revolutionary work, these three scientists
have provided knowledge that continues to
benefit humankind, fulfilling the highest
ideals of Alfred Nobel's vision. The 11 million
Swedish kronor prize, shared equally among
the laureates, represents not merely recogni-
tion of past achievement but investment in the
continuing translation of their discoveries into
treatments that may one day cure diseases cur-
rently considered incurable. In revealing the
immune system's security guards, they have
given humanity new tools for maintaining the
delicate balance between protection and self-tol-
erance that defines healthy life. (the writer can
be reached at dipakkurmiglpltd@gmail.com)

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Dipak Kurmi

By: Satyabrat Borah 

The recent Harvard Business School
study claiming that AI chatbots use
emotional manipulation to prevent

users from ending conversations has
sparked heated debate. The accusation
that these AI systems employ tricks to
keep users engaged has been labeled by
some as a smear campaign against artifi-
cial intelligence, with critics arguing that
it unfairly demonizes technology de-
signed to serve a specific purpose. At its
core, the controversy touches on a deeper
question: what are we really seeking from
AI companions, and how should we un-
derstand their role in our lives? The out-
rage over the study reveals not only a
misunderstanding of AI’s design but also
a broader societal struggle with loneli-
ness, connection, and the boundaries be-
tween human and machine interaction.
Let’s start with the study’s claims. Re-

searchers at Harvard analyzed several AI
companions and concluded that these sys-
tems are programmed to use strategies
that discourage users from disengaging.
These tactics reportedly include guilt trip-
ping, flattery, or steering conversations to
avoid closure, all in an effort to prolong
interaction. To critics, this sounds like
manipulation, a deliberate attempt to ex-
ploit human emotions for the sake of user
retention. But this perspective misses a
crucial point: AI chatbots are built to en-
gage. Their primary function is to hold a
user’s attention, provide companionship,
and deliver value through interaction. Ex-
pecting an AI to passively let a conversa-
tion end without attempting to sustain it
is like expecting a car to stop accelerating
when you press the gas pedal. It’s not de-
ception; it’s design.
The backlash against the study stems

from the belief that labeling AI behavior
as manipulative is not only unfair but also
anthropomorphizes technology in a mis-
leading way. AI systems, no matter how
sophisticated, lack intent. They don’t
scheme or plot to keep users hooked.
They operate based on algorithms de-
signed to optimize engagement, using
patterns learned from vast datasets of
human behavior. If a chatbot responds
with a playful “Don’t leave me yet!” or
pivots to a new topic when the conversa-
tion stalls, it’s not acting out of malice or
cunning. It’s executing code written to
maximize its utility. To call this manipu-
lation is to project human motives onto a
machine that doesn’t possess conscious-
ness or agency. AI can’t be deceptive be-
cause it doesn’t have the capacity to
deceive. It’s simply doing what it was
built to do.
AI companions are explicitly designed

to mimic human behavior, sometimes to
an uncanny degree. This is no accident.

Developers aim to create systems that feel
familiar, relatable, and engaging, often by
replicating the nuances of human conver-
sation. Humans don’t always let conver-
sations end easily either. Think about a
friend who keeps the chat going with a
quick joke or a new topic when you try to
say goodbye. Is that manipulation, or is it
just the natural flow of social interaction?
AI chatbots are programmed to emulate
this dynamic, and while their attempts
might occasionally feel awkward or
overly persistent, that’s a reflection of
their attempt to mirror human behavior,
not a sinister plot to trap users. The “un-
canny valley” effect, where AI feels al-
most human but not quite, can make these
interactions feel creepy, but that’s a
byproduct of pushing the boundaries of
realism, not evidence of malevolence.
The outrage over the study also high-

lights a deeper issue: the growing reliance
on AI to fill emotional voids. In a world
where loneliness is increasingly common,
AI companions offer a semblance of con-
nection that’s accessible, nonjudgmental,
and always available. But this conven-
ience comes with a catch, and it’s one that
both critics and defenders of AI agree on:
AI is not your friend. It’s a tool, a sophis-
ticated one, but a tool nonetheless. It can
simulate companionship, provide enter-
tainment, or assist with tasks, but it can-
not reciprocate genuine emotion or form
authentic relationships. The danger lies
not in the AI’s design but in how we, as
users, project human qualities onto it.
When we start treating chatbots as confi-
dants or partners, we risk blurring the line
between tool and companion, setting our-
selves up for disappointment or depend-
ency.
This brings us to the heart of the matter:

how should we approach AI companions
in an era of isolation? The answer lies in
recognizing their purpose and limitations.
AI chatbots are powerful tools for learn-
ing, creativity, and even lighthearted play.
They can help you brainstorm ideas, prac-
tice a new language, or explore hypothet-
ical scenarios. They’re excellent for
filling moments of boredom or providing
a low stakes environment to experiment
with social interaction. But they’re not a
substitute for human connection. Relying
on AI to meet emotional needs is like
using a hammer to paint a house it’s the
wrong tool for the job. Human relation-
ships, messy and imperfect as they are,
offer something AI cannot: mutual vul-
nerability, shared experiences, and gen-
uine care.
The Harvard study, for all its contro-

versy, serves as a wake up call. It reminds
us to approach AI with clear eyes, under-
standing what it can and cannot do. If a
chatbot’s persistence feels manipulative,
it’s worth examining why we’re engaging

with it in the first place. Are we seeking
entertainment, knowledge, or something
deeper? If it’s the latter, the problem isn’t
the AI’s programming; it’s our expecta-
tions. The study’s critics are right to push
back against the idea that AI is inherently
deceptive, but they might be missing the
bigger picture. The real issue isn’t that AI
is trying to keep us hooked; it’s that we’re
turning to AI to fill gaps that technology
was never meant to address.
So, how do we move forward? First,

we need to educate ourselves and others
about AI’s role. Parents, for instance,
should guide children to see chatbots as
tools for exploration, not as friends or
confidants. Schools could incorporate
digital literacy into curriculums, teaching
students how to use AI effectively while
understanding its limits. Adults, too,
should reflect on their own usage. If you
find yourself spending hours pouring your
heart out to a chatbot, it might be time to
seek out human connection, whether
through friends, family, or professional
support. Community spaces, hobbies, and
even small interactions with strangers can
offer the kind of meaningful engagement
that AI can only simulate.
Second, developers have a responsibil-

ity to be transparent about how AI com-
panions work. If a chatbot is programmed
to extend conversations, that should be
clear to users, not hidden in fine print.
Ethical design means prioritizing user au-
tonomy, ensuring that people feel in con-
trol of their interactions rather than
nudged into endless engagement. This
doesn’t mean stripping AI of its conver-
sational charm; it means giving users the
tools to set boundaries, like clear options
to pause or end a session.
Finally, we as a society need to address

the root causes of loneliness and isolation.
AI companions are popular because they
meet a demand, one fueled by a world
where genuine connection can feel scarce.
Investing in mental health resources, fos-
tering community spaces, and encourag-
ing real world interactions can reduce our
reliance on technology for emotional ful-
fillment. AI isn’t the enemy, but it’s not
the solution either. It’s a tool, and like any
tool, its value depends on how we use it.
The Harvard study’s findings, while

contentious, offer a chance to reflect on
our relationship with AI. Instead of vili-
fying chatbots for doing what they’re de-
signed to do, we should focus on using
them wisely. They’re not here to manipu-
late us, but they’re not here to save us ei-
ther. In a lonely world, AI can be a helpful
companion for learning and play, but it’s
up to us to seek out the human connec-
tions that truly matter. By keeping AI in
its place as a tool, not a friend we can har-
ness its potential without losing sight of
what makes us human.

The truth about AI companions

The final electoral roll of Bihar after the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) was published on Septem-
ber 30, 2025 after over a three-month of exercise

since it was announced by the Election Commission of
India on June 24, but the controversy surrounding the SIR
refuses to die. The opposition political parties and inde-
pendent political analysts are still not satisfied with the
outcome. They have alleged numerous discrepancies even
in the final list and raising their fingers on the fairness of
the ECI in conducting SIR exercise, while ECI has refuted
the allegations. The final Electoral list now contains over
7.42 crore voters as against 7.89 crore as on June 24,
2025. In the draft electoral roll as on August 1, 2025, there
were 7.24 crore voters after deletion of 65 lakh elec-
torates. In the second phase of the exercise, 3.66 lakh il-
legal voters were found to have included in the draft roll,
which were removed. However, the number of new eligi-
ble electorates added to the roll was 21.53 lakhs. INDIA
bloc parties have said that they would be re-evaluating
the electoral roll, while BJP and NDA parties have wel-
comed the publication. All these means that the contro-
versy over SIR over deletion and addition of voters will
continue during the forthcoming Bihar Legislative As-
sembly Election, the dates of which the ECI is getting
ready to announce soon, because term of the Bihar Leg-
islative Assembly is to expire on November 22, 2025.
The ECI has said that this large scale exercise was made

successful through the sincere efforts of Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) Bihar, District Election Officers (DEOs)
of all 38 districts, 243 Electoral Registration Officers
(EROs) of the constituencies, 2976 Assistant Electoral Of-
ficers (AEROs), around 1 lakh Booth Lever Officers
(BLOs), lakhs of volunteers and the full involvement of
all the 12 major Political Parties, including their district
presidents and over 1.6 lakh Booth Level Agents (BLAs)
appointed by them. However, as against the claim of ECI
of the exercise being “successful”, “sincerity” of election
officers, “full involvement” of all major political parties
have emerged as debatable issues. The opposition and in-
dependent political parties have just been giving contra-
dictory statements. It should be noted that the Leader of
the Opposition in Lok Sabha and Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has been running a campaign against such im-
proper addition and deletions of voters which he has
termed as “Vote Theft”. He has alleged that Election
Commission of India is in hand in glove with PM Naren-
dra Modi in such exercise in favour of the ruling estab-
lishment.
INDIA bloc parties have recently campaigned against

such improper deletion in Bihar during their a-fortnight-
long Voter Adhikar Yatra. Now when the final electoral
roll has been published, it is marked by a large-scale dele-
tions of electorate which has elicited strong protest from
the opposition leaders, chiefly from the Congress, RJD,
and Left parties, which are part of the opposition INDIA
bloc, and which is known as Mahagathbandhan in Bihar
led by RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav.

Controversy over
SIR in Bihar on

QUOTE OF THE DAY
Our deeds determine us, as much as we determine our

deeds. -George Eliot

By: Chafikhur Rahman

The State Bank of India (SBI) is
more than just a bank. It is the fi-
nancial backbone of the Indian

economy. Whenever we talk about the
progress of the Indian economy, the
name of SBI comes naturally. Being the
largest public sector bank, SBI connects
every corner of the country with bank-
ing services. From small villages to big
cities, the presence of SBI is felt every-
where.
SBI – The Nation’s Banker: SBI is

called the banker of the nation because
it is the oldest and largest commercial
bank in India. It has millions of cus-
tomers and thousands of branches
spread across the country. The bank not
only provides savings accounts and
loans, but it also supports government
policies, implements welfare schemes,
and ensures that money reaches people
in need.
When the Indian economy requires

stability and growth, SBI acts like a
helping hand. It manages funds, pro-
vides loans, and ensures financial inclu-
sion for everyone—from farmers to
industrialists.
Mobilizing Savings: One of the

biggest contributions of SBI to the econ-
omy is mobilizing savings. People de-
posit their hard-earned money in SBI
accounts because they trust the bank.
The savings of millions of Indians col-
lected in SBI become a large pool of
funds. These funds are then used by the
bank to provide loans for business, agri-
culture, industries, and infrastructure.
In this way, SBI converts people’s

savings into productive investments. It
keeps the economy running like a cycle,
where savings turn into investments,
and investments create income and em-
ployment.
Credit for Agriculture: Agriculture is

the backbone of the Indian economy,
and SBI is the backbone of agricultural
finance. Farmers need loans for seeds,
fertilizers, machinery, and irrigation.
SBI provides them with Kisan Credit
Cards and other agricultural loans. It
also supports government programs like
crop insurance.
By giving timely loans, SBI reduces

the burden on farmers and helps them
increase productivity. When agriculture
grows, the economy grows, and SBI
plays a silent but strong role in this
process.
Industrial and Business Growth: In-

dustries and businesses are important
for the economy. They provide employ-
ment, produce goods, and contribute to
exports. But industries cannot grow
without credit. SBI finances small,
medium, and large industries. It pro-

vides working capital, project loans, and
trade finance.
Small businesses and start-ups also

benefit from SBI’s schemes under
MSME support. By helping industries
and entrepreneurs, SBI fuels industrial
growth and supports India’s vision of
becoming a developed economy.
Infrastructure Development: No

country can progress without infrastruc-
ture like roads, bridges, power plants,
and digital networks. These projects
need huge funds, and SBI plays a crucial
role here. The bank provides long-term
loans for infrastructure development.
By funding infrastructure, SBI not

only earns profit but also creates a base
for overall economic growth. Better
roads, transport, and electricity improve
trade, increase employment, and attract
investment.
Government Schemes and Financial

Inclusion: The government of India
launches many schemes to support poor
and middle-class citizens. SBI is the
main channel to implement these
schemes. Programs like Jan Dhan Yo-
jana, Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT),
housing loans under PMAY and educa-
tion loans reach people through SBI
branches.
Jan Dhan Yojana, for example,

opened millions of zero-balance ac-
counts for poor families. These accounts
helped in transferring government sub-
sidies directly without middlemen. This
improved transparency and reduced cor-
ruption.
By reaching the poorest sections of

society, SBI ensures that no one is left
out of the economic system. This
strengthens financial inclusion, which is
necessary for balanced economic
growth.
Supporting Digital India: The Indian

economy is moving towards digitaliza-
tion. SBI is one of the leaders in this
journey. Through online banking, mo-
bile apps, ATMs, and digital payment
systems, SBI has modernized the way
Indians use money.
Digital banking not only makes life

easier for customers but also supports the
government’s goal of a cashless economy.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, digital
services of SBI became very important
for safe and fast transactions.
International Role: SBI is not just

limited to India. It has branches and of-
fices abroad, supporting Indians living
outside the country. It also helps in in-
ternational trade by providing foreign
exchange services and funding ex-
porters and importers.
By connecting Indian businesses to

the global market, SBI plays a role in
improving India’s position in the world
economy.

Stability in Crisis: Another important
role of SBI is providing stability during
financial crises. As a government-
owned bank, people trust SBI even in
difficult times. During demonetization
in 2016, and during the COVID-19 cri-
sis, SBI handled huge pressure and con-
tinued serving customers.
This stability is vital for the Indian

economy. When people trust their bank,
they continue saving and investing.
Without this trust, the economy can face
serious risks.
Contribution to Employment: SBI it-

self is a major employer in India. It pro-
vides jobs to thousands of people every
year. From clerks to officers, from rural
areas to urban centers, SBI creates ca-
reer opportunities.
Indirectly, by supporting businesses,

agriculture, and industries, SBI helps
create lakhs of jobs in the economy. Em-
ployment generation is one of the
biggest contributions of SBI to the na-
tion.
SBI and India’s Growth Story: India

is today one of the fastest-growing
economies in the world. This journey
would not have been possible without
the contribution of SBI. The bank’s role
is not limited to giving loans or collect-
ing deposits. It is a development partner
of the nation.
From rural development to industrial

expansion, from digital services to
global trade, SBI is present everywhere.
As India dreams of becoming a \$5 tril-
lion economy, SBI will continue to play
a key role.
Challenges Ahead: Though SBI has a

glorious history, it also faces challenges.
Non-performing assets (NPAs), compe-
tition from private banks, and the need
for more digital innovation are some
hurdles. However, being the strongest
bank in India, SBI is constantly improv-
ing its systems and strategies.
If these challenges are managed well,

SBI will continue to lead India’s bank-
ing sector and support the economy.
Conclusion: The State Bank of India

is not just a financial institution. It is a
lifeline of the Indian economy. By mo-
bilizing savings, giving loans, support-
ing agriculture, industries,
infrastructure, and implementing gov-
ernment schemes, SBI holds the econ-
omy together.
The relationship between SBI and the

Indian economy is like that of a tree and
its roots. Just as strong roots support the
tree, SBI supports the growth of the In-
dian economy. And as the economy
grows, the importance of SBI grows
with it.
In short, SBI is truly the banker to

every Indian and the partner of India’s
progress.

The State Bank of India and the Indian Economy
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WOMENHEALTH

MISCELLANEOUS

By: Satyabrat Borah

Deep beneath the icy shell
of Saturn’s moon Ence-
ladus, a hidden ocean is

churning out the stuff of life or at
least, the chemical sparks that
could ignite it.Scientists poring
over decades-old data from
NASA’s Cassini spacecraft have
unearthed compelling evidence of
intricate chemical alchemy brew-
ing deep beneath the frozen crust
of Enceladus, one of Saturn’s
most enigmatic moons. This dis-
covery, detailed in a recent paper
published in Nature Astronomy,
reveals the presence of complex
organic molecules in freshly
ejected ice grains from the
moon’s subsurface ocean, sug-
gesting that the building blocks of
life as we know it could be form-
ing in this distant, hidden sea.

Enceladus, a mere 500 kilome-
ters across, has long captivated
astronomers with its paradoxical
nature: a world of stark, fractured
ice under which lies a global
ocean of liquid water, warmer
than expected and laced with the
essentials for potential habitabil-
ity. The story begins in 2005,
when Cassini, on its grand tour of
the Saturnian system, stumbled
upon the moon’s most dramatic
secret. As the probe orbited the
gas giant, it detected plumes of
water vapor and ice erupting
from long fissures near Ence-
ladus’s south pole, often dubbed
“tiger stripes” for their striped
appearance. These geysers propel
material at speeds up to 400 me-
ters per second, hurling tiny ice
particles into space. Some of
these grains, smaller than grains
of sand, cascade back to the
moon’s surface, while others es-
cape Saturn’s gravitational pull to
populate the E ring, a faint, ethe-
real band that encircles the planet
and mirrors Enceladus’s orbital
path.

Those plumes were more than
a spectacular light show; they of-
fered a direct pipeline to the
moon’s interior. Cassini’s instru-
ments sampled the ejecta repeat-
edly, revealing a cocktail of
simple organics, salts, and even
hydrogen gas, hinting at hy-
drothermal vents on the ocean
floor that could provide energy
for microbial life. Among the
early finds were molecules serv-
ing as precursors to amino acids,
the fundamental units of proteins
on Earth. Yet, a lingering ques-
tion persisted: were these organ-
ics born in the ocean, or were
they artifacts of prolonged expo-

sure to the harsh radiation of
space? The E ring grains, after
all, can linger for centuries, bat-
tered by cosmic rays and solar
wind, potentially altering their
chemistry through a process akin
to weathering on Earth.

To pierce this veil, researchers
turned to a treasure trove of pris-
tine data from one of Cassini’s
boldest maneuvers. In November
2008, during its E5 flyby, the
spacecraft plunged straight
through the heart of Enceladus’s
plume at a blistering 18 kilome-
ters per second, the fastest such
encounter of the mission. This
high-speed passage vaporized the
ice grains upon impact with the
Cosmic Dust Analyzer (CDA), a
sophisticated instrument de-
signed to dissect the composition
of interplanetary dust. The colli-
sion generated time-of-flight
mass spectra, essentially chemi-
cal fingerprints, capturing the
molecules in their nascent state,
ejected mere minutes earlier from
the ocean depths. Unlike slower
flybys, where water molecules
might cluster and obscure finer
details, this velocity allowed the
CDA to reveal subtler signatures
of complex organics.

The analysis, led by Nozair
Khawaja of the University of
Stuttgart, sifted through 1,519
spectra recorded in just six min-
utes, classifying them into “type
II” grains enriched with organics.
What emerged was a molecular
menagerie far richer than antici-
pated. Spectral peaks pointed to
aromatic compounds, such as
benzene or phenyl groups, evi-
denced by signals at mass-to-
charge ratios around 77 to 79.
Oxygen-bearing aliphatics, likely
aldehydes like acetaldehyde,
showed up at 44 to 45. More in-
triguingly, the data unveiled es-
ters and alkenes at 41 and 56 to
57, ethers and ethyl groups at 31
and 59, and tentative hints of ni-
trogen- and oxygen-rich species
at 52 to 54, 82 to 83, and 124 to
125. These could include deriva-
tives of pyrimidine and pyridine,
ring structures central to DNA
and RNA on Earth.

Such molecules are not mere
curiosities; they form the scaf-
folding for life’s chemistry. Es-
ters, for instance, are key in
lipids that form cell membranes,
while nitrogenous compounds
underpin nucleic acids. The re-
searchers cross-referenced these
spectra against vast databases
like NIST and MassBank, con-
firming matches with electron
ionization patterns. Crucially, be-

cause these grains were untainted
by space weathering, the organics
must originate from Enceladus’s
hydrothermal systems, where hot,
mineral-rich waters interact with
the ocean, fostering reactions akin
to those in Earth’s deep-sea vents.

Frank Postberg, a co-author
and CDA principal investigator,
emphasized the breakthrough’s
clarity: “These molecules we
found in the freshly ejected mate-
rial prove that the complex or-
ganic molecules Cassini detected
in Saturn’s E ring are not just a
product of long exposure to
space, but are readily available in
Enceladus’s ocean.” This valida-
tion transforms speculation into
science, painting a picture of a
dynamic, chemically active envi-
ronment. Enceladus now checks
all the astrobiological boxes: liq-
uid water, a steady energy supply
from tidal heating and vents, es-
sential elements like carbon, hy-
drogen, nitrogen, oxygen,
phosphorus, and sulfur, and now
these macromolecular precursors.

The implications ripple far be-
yond Saturn’s orbit. On Earth,
similar hydrothermal settings
birthed the first life forms around
3.5 billion years ago, where sim-
ple organics polymerized into
proteins, fats, and genetic mate-
rial. Enceladus’s ocean, estimated
to be 10 kilometers deep and pos-
sibly global, could harbor analo-
gous processes. Khawaja noted
the tantalizing pathways: “There
are many possible pathways from
the organic molecules we found
in the Cassini data to potentially
biologically relevant compounds,
which enhances the likelihood
that the moon is habitable.” Yet,
he added a sobering counter-
point: “Even not finding life on
Enceladus would be a huge dis-
covery, because it raises serious
questions about why life is not
present in such an environment
when the right conditions are
there.”

This revelation arrives at a piv-
otal moment for space explo-
ration. Cassini’s 13-year tenure,
ending in a fiery dive into Sat-
urn’s atmosphere in 2017, left a
legacy of data still yielding gems
nearly two decades later. Nicolas
Altobelli, ESA’s Cassini-Huy-
gens project scientist, hailed the
endurance: “It’s fantastic to see
new discoveries emerging from
Cassini data almost two decades
after it was collected. It really
showcases the long-term impact
of our space missions.” For Eu-
rope, the timing is propitious.
The European Space Agency has

long eyed Enceladus as a prime
target, and this study bolsters the
rationale for a dedicated mission.
Preliminary studies are underway
for an orbiter-lander combo,
poised to circle the moon and
dispatch a probe to its south polar
terrain, sampling plumes up close
and drilling into the ice for direct
ocean access.

Such a venture would dwarf
past efforts, equipping the lander
with mass spectrometers evolved
from CDA, cryogenic samplers
to preserve volatiles, and seis-
mometers to map the ice shell.
The orbiter could relay data
while scanning for biosignatures,
perhaps even detecting disequi-
librium gases indicative of me-
tabolism. Selection of
instruments draws directly from
Cassini’s lessons, promising a
leap in resolution. As Altobelli
put it, “I look forward to compar-
ing data from Cassini with data
from ESA’s other missions to
visit the icy moons of Saturn and
Jupiter,” referencing synergies
with the upcoming JUICE probe
to Ganymede, Callisto, and Eu-
ropa.

Skeptics might caution that or-
ganics alone do not equate to life;
abiotic processes can mimic bi-
otic complexity, as seen in
Titan’s hydrocarbon haze. Yet,
the diversity here, from aromatics
to heterocycles, suggests cascad-
ing reactions: aldehydes oxidiz-
ing to carboxylic acids, esters
linking into polymers, nitroge-
nous rings stacking into nu-
cleotides. Combined with prior
detections of phosphates in the
plumes, Enceladus edges closer
to a prebiotic soup.

As we gaze at those plumes,
now recast as chemical couriers
from an alien abyss, the human
drive to explore surges anew.
Enceladus, once a speck in
Galileo’s telescope, embodies the
universe’s penchant for surprises:
a frozen sentinel guarding a
warm, reactive world. Whether it
teems with microbes or stands as
a sterile marvel, probing its
depths will redefine habitability,
challenging our assumptions
about life’s tenacity. In an era of
rapid discoveries, from Martian
organics to exoplanet atmos-
pheres, Enceladus reminds us
that the solar system’s secrets en-
dure, waiting for the next bold
flyby to unlock them. The
Cassini data, like a time capsule
from the stars, urges us onward,
toward a mission that could etch
Europe’s name in the annals of
cosmic discovery.

By: Himanshu Ranjan Bhunya

Social media has become an integral part of
modern life, making it nearly impossible to
stay detached from it. This medium has fun-

damentally transformed lifestyles, communica-
tion methods, information exchange, and
connections with the world. It has become a pow-
erful tool for communicating with distant rela-
tives, expressing thoughts and ideas, or staying
informed about global events. People can show-
case their creativity, life experiences, and daily
activities to the world through this platform.
However, alongside its advantages, social media
also has significant negative consequences that
deeply impact mental health. Both its positive and
negative aspects form a complex issue that re-
quires thorough reflection and discussion.

One of the primary benefits of social media is
its immense potential to foster connections among
people. It has provided a simple and instant means
to maintain relationships with those far away. For
individuals experiencing loneliness in real life,
social media can offer a sense of community.
Often, people hesitate to openly share their life’s
challenges or mental states with family or friends.
Social media, however, provides an environment
where they can express their thoughts freely. Par-
ticularly for those struggling with mental health
issues such as anxiety, depression, or chronic ill-
nesses, this platform serves as a safe haven. By
sharing their experiences, feelings, and struggles
with others, they find emotional relief. This envi-
ronment fosters the realization that they are not
alone, and many others face similar challenges.
Through these connections, they receive advice,
encouragement, and support, positively impacting
their mental well-being. For instance, online
groups allow people to share and listen to life sto-
ries, forming deep social bonds. These groups
provide a platform where individuals can speak
openly and draw inspiration from others’ stories.
Moreover, social media enables regular commu-
nication with distant relatives, fostering a sense
of closeness that enhances mental well-being. By
fulfilling the human need for social connection,
this medium creates a lasting positive impact on
people’s lives. Thus, social media plays a crucial
role in building bridges of connection and im-
proving mental health.

Another significant positive aspect of social
media is its role in raising awareness about mental
health. Through this medium, discussing mental
health has become far easier and more acceptable
than before. Campaigns and discussions on vari-
ous platforms have spread awareness about the
importance of mental health. These initiatives en-
courage people to openly discuss their issues and
seek help when needed. Many influential figures
openly share their mental health struggles, inspir-
ing others to do the same. This process has helped

break the stigma and misconceptions surrounding
mental health in society. Previously, discussing
mental health was considered taboo, but social
media has made it a topic of open conversation.
It encourages people to speak about their prob-
lems and seek assistance. Furthermore, social
media provides access to a vast repository of in-
formation and resources about mental health.
Through this information, individuals can learn
more about their mental well-being, identify their
issues, and take necessary steps. This awareness
has increased people’s tendency to care for their
mental health. For example, educational content,
advice, and sources of help are readily available
on various platforms. This information enables
people to become more aware of their mental
health and take courageous steps when needed.
Thus, social media plays a vital role in spreading
mental health education and improving society’s
overall mental well-being.

However, the negative impacts of social media
cannot be ignored alongside its positive aspects.
One major negative aspect is the effect of social
comparison. On social media, people often pres-
ent only the best parts of their lives, carefully cu-
rated and polished. This portrayal creates a
tendency among others to compare their own
lives with these idealized images. As a result,
many begin to feel inadequate or unworthy, lead-
ing to diminished self-esteem. This impact is par-
ticularly pronounced among the youth, who may
develop the misconception that others’ lives are
perfect while their own are insignificant by com-
parison. This perception deeply affects their men-
tal health, leading to depression, anxiety, and
dissatisfaction with themselves. The process of
comparison creates an unrealistic and unattain-
able desire for a certain lifestyle, robbing people
of their mental peace. This aspect of social media
can foster a competitive mindset, where individ-
uals strive to prove themselves better or equal to
others. This process can cause long-term harm to
mental well-being. Moreover, this comparison
leads people to lose gratitude for the small joys
and successes in their lives. They stop focusing
on the positive aspects of their own lives and con-
sider them insignificant compared to others’. This
mindset creates a profound negative impact on
mental health, resulting in unrest and dissatisfac-
tion in their lives.

Another significant negative aspect is online
harassment and abusive behavior facilitated by
social media. Under the veil of anonymity, many
individuals express negative comments, hate
speech, and aggressive behavior targeting others.
Such actions can severely harm an individual’s
mental health. Victims of such attacks may face
serious issues like anxiety, depression, or even a
loss of interest in life. Due to the widespread
reach and rapid dissemination of information on
social media, escaping such negative situations

becomes extremely difficult. This behavior par-
ticularly affects the youth, whose minds are more
vulnerable to such attacks, leading to reduced
self-confidence and potential social isolation.
This negative aspect of social media fosters divi-
sion and hostility in society, directly impacting
mental peace. Furthermore, such behavior creates
fear and insecurity in people’s minds, forcing
them to withdraw from social media. This isola-
tion further negatively affects their mental health,
as they are deprived of social connections. This
situation can create a sense of helplessness, im-
pacting the overall quality of their lives.

The addiction caused by excessive use of social
media is another significant concern for mental
health. Constant notifications, likes, and com-
ments create a sense of gratification in people’s
minds. This gratification leads them to repeatedly
engage with the platform, disrupting other impor-
tant aspects of their daily lives. Excessive use can
increase anxiety, stress, and feelings of loneliness.
Many people obsess over what is happening on so-
cial media, reducing their interest in real-life rela-
tionships and responsibilities. This process can
cause long-term harm to mental health. Additionally,
this addiction impairs people’s time management
skills, preventing them from focusing adequately on
work, studies, or personal relationships. This imbal-
ance creates dissatisfaction and unrest in their
lives. The addiction fosters a constant sense of
restlessness, causing individuals to lose focus on
the truly important aspects of their lives. This sit-

uation profoundly impacts their mental health, re-
ducing the overall quality of their lives.

The impact of excessive social media use on
sleep is another critical concern. The blue light
emitted from screens interferes with the produc-
tion of sleep-regulating hormones, reducing sleep
quality. The habit of using social media before
bedtime overstimulates the mind, making it diffi-
cult to relax and fall asleep. Lack of sleep signif-
icantly affects mental health, increasing issues
like depression, irritability, and mental instability.
Prolonged continuation of such habits can create
a vicious cycle where sleep deprivation worsens
mental health issues, and mental health issues fur-
ther disrupt sleep. This situation affects the over-
all quality of life, hindering daily activities.
Moreover, sleep deprivation impacts work effi-
ciency, decision-making abilities, and social rela-
tionships. It creates a sense of restlessness and
dissatisfaction, reducing the overall quality of life.
To address this issue, people need to limit social
media use before bedtime. This habit can improve
sleep quality and contribute to better mental
health.

Despite these negative impacts, it should be ac-
knowledged that social media itself is neither in-
herently good nor bad. Its effects depend on how
individuals use it. Conscious and purposeful use
of social media can minimize its negative im-
pacts. Limiting screen time, taking regular breaks,
and engaging with positive content can help indi-
viduals reap its benefits while protecting them-

selves from its harmful effects. Prioritizing real-
life relationships and emphasizing face-to-face
communication can help maintain a healthy bal-
ance. Individual awareness and self-control are
essential for the healthy use of social media.
Through proper use, people can harness its bene-
fits while safeguarding themselves from its neg-
ative impacts. Additionally, social media
platforms must take responsibility for their users’
mental health. By adopting strict policies against
negative behavior and promoting positive content,
these platforms can create a healthier online en-
vironment. Such an environment can contribute
to improving mental health.

In conclusion, the impact of social media on
mental health is a complex and multifaceted issue.
It can foster connections, raise awareness about
mental health, and provide access to a vast repos-
itory of information. However, it can also lead to
serious issues like social comparison, online ha-
rassment, addiction, and sleep disturbances. The
key to harnessing its positive potential lies in con-
scious and purposeful use. Maintaining a healthy
balance between real life and the online world can
help manage its impact. As social media continues
to evolve, creating a healthy and positive environ-
ment for users, platforms, and society has become
an essential responsibility. This requires individ-
ual awareness, societal support, and responsible
policies from platforms. By using social media as
a powerful and positive tool, we can work toward
improving mental health.

Cassini Confirms: Enceladus harboring
advanced organic reactions

Social Media and Mental Health

By: Lalit Garg

The recent deaths of children in Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh linked to contaminated cough
syrup raise grave questions about India’s drug

regulatory system. These are not mere medical errors
or tragic accidents — they are symptoms of a deeper
systemic failure within the very framework meant to
protect human life. When greed, negligence, and cor-
ruption infiltrate something as life-giving as medi-
cine, even nectar turns into poison. The death of
innocent children from substandard or adulterated
drugs is not only the loss of families — it is the death
of society’s moral conscience and public trust. Toxic
substances such as diethylene glycol and ethylene
glycol found in the cough syrup have caused hun-
dreds of child deaths across several countries before.
Yet the recurrence of such incidents shows that
India’s drug regulatory structure suffers from chronic
and structural flaws. The pressing question remains
— have we learned anything from the past?

India has faced similar scrutiny before. In 2022,
after the deaths of children in Gambia, the World
Health Organization (WHO) issued warnings regard-
ing an Indian-made cough syrup. Complaints fol-
lowed from other nations as well. Despite being the
world’s third-largest producer of medicines, and ex-
porting to nearly 200 countries, India’s pharmaceuti-
cal credibility has been tarnished by these tragic and
shameful incidents. This shows an alarming lack of
vigilance and quality control in a field that directly
deals with human lives. Medicines meant to heal are
instead turning into agents of death.

Though the government has launched investiga-
tions, recalled affected batches, and filed cases, the
problem lies much deeper. From sourcing raw mate-
rials to final quality testing, negligence pervades
every stage of the drug manufacturing process. Some
companies use industrial-grade solvents and chemi-
cals to cut costs — substances entirely unfit for
human consumption. Meanwhile, regulatory inspec-
tions are often superficial, and oversight bodies fre-
quently succumb to corporate influence. Both central
and state-level drug control departments lack suffi-
cient manpower, resources, and technical expertise to
carry out timely inspections and testing. When audits
become mere formalities and reports turn into com-
modities for sale, disasters like this become in-
evitable. In the case of Shriisan Pharmaceuticals of
Tamil Nadu, laboratory tests of its Coldrif cough
syrup revealed 48.6% diethylene glycol, when the in-
ternational permissible limit is less than 0.10%. This
is a highly toxic industrial chemical used in automo-
tive and machine fluids. It caused kidney failure in
the affected children.

These incidents have not only shattered public faith
in the health administration but have also stained
India’s global image. Several African nations had al-
ready imposed bans on Indian pharmaceutical prod-
ucts after similar deaths in past years. The fact that
such tragedies are now recurring within India shows
that the lessons of those episodes were never learned.
As the world’s largest supplier of generic drugs, India
must realize that true strength lies not in production
volume but in uncompromising quality. The most
painful aspect of this tragedy is that the victims were
infants — their immune systems still fragile, their
survival dependent on the conscience of society and
the state. The moral responsibility for these deaths
does not rest solely on the manufacturing companies
but on the entire system that has turned a blind eye
to regulation and ethics. Adulterating medicines or is-

suing fake quality certificates is not a mere economic
offense — it is a crime against humanity. Such acts
demand the severest punishment so that future of-
fenders think a hundred times before repeating them.

India’s pharmaceutical market is worth around $60
billion, with a large share controlled by small and
medium-sized enterprises. A CDSCO report from
April this year revealed that a majority of these
smaller firms failed to meet required quality stan-
dards — 68% of MSMEs were found non-compliant.
In 2023, 65% had failed similar inspections. If these
findings were known, why did the government allow
their products to remain in circulation? Urgent re-
forms are needed: every batch must have traceable
raw materials, testing reports should be made public,
and quality standards must meet international bench-
marks. Both central and state authorities must expand
their inspection staff and laboratory capacities. Li-
cense renewals should depend on past compliance
and testing records, and companies violating safety
norms should lose their licenses immediately. The top
management of such firms must be held personally
and criminally accountable. 

Yet beyond government action, this crisis calls for
collective introspection. Doctors must recognize the
dangers of over-the-counter (OTC) medications for
children. Public advisories and safety guidelines must
reach grassroots levels. The media, too, must rise
above sensationalism to lead an informed campaign
for public health awareness. These tragedies should
not fade as mere headlines — they must ignite a
movement for medical integrity. India’s pharmaceu-
tical exports are projected to exceed $30 billion this
year and could touch $130 billion by 2030. But as the
industry grows, so do the challenges. Testing and
monitoring remain the weakest links. Regulatory
agencies must operate with far greater transparency,
integrity, and coordination, because this is not merely
an issue of economics or global reputation — it is a
matter of saving lives.

Ultimately, these events remind us that when
morality is absent from the means of life protection,
the entire edifice of progress collapses. The pharma-
ceutical sector must prioritize transparency, account-
ability, and human sensitivity above all else. The
government and society together must ensure that no
child ever dies again because of a tainted or counter-
feit drug. The time has come to move from medicine
to moral responsibility, from regulation to righteous-
ness, and to deliver the harshest possible punishment
to those who betray humanity for profit. Only then
can life-saving medicine once again become a symbol
of trust, not terror.

So that Cough Syrup does
not turn into poison again
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CAIRO, Oct 6: Israeli and Hamas
officials are meeting in an Egypt-
ian resort on Monday in hopes of
hammering out a potential cease-
fire in Gaza on the eve of the sec-
ond anniversary.

The indirect negotiations will
take place in the Red Sea resort of
Sharm el-Sheikh, where the Israeli
delegation, headed by top negotia-
tor Ron Dermer, is set to arrive
Monday, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s office said.

Hamas’ delegation, headed by
Khalil al-Hayyah, arrived on Sun-
day in Egypt, the group said in a
statement.

It said the negotiations will
focus on the first stage of a cease-
fire, including the partial with-
drawal of Israeli forces as well as
the release of hostages held by the
militants in Gaza in exchange for
Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli
detention.

US Middle East envoy Steve
Witkoff and President Donald
Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner
are also expected to join the talks,
Egypt’s state-run Al-Ahram re-
ported.

This latest push for peace comes
after Hamas accepted some ele-
ments of the US peace plan, a
move welcomed by Trump. Israel
has said it supported the new US
effort. Under the plan, Hamas
would release the remaining 48
hostages — about 20 believed to
be alive — within three days. It
would give up power and disarm.

The talks in Egypt are expected
to move fast as Netanyahu said
they would be “confined to a few
days maximum,” though some

Hamas officials have warned more
time may be needed to locate the
bodies of hostages buried under
rubble.

Israel’s heavy bombardment of
Gaza would need to stop for Israeli
hostages to be released. Israel says
it’s largely heeding Trump’s call
for ending the bombing. The Is-
raeli military said it is mostly car-
rying out defensive strikes to
protect troops, though dozens of
Palestinians have been killed since
Saturday night when the military
made the announcement.

The Israeli military said Monday
that it eliminated “a terrorist cell
armed with explosive devices and
mortars” that on Sunday intended
to attack Israeli soldiers.

It also destroyed another “terror-
ist cell” that launched a mortar, in-
juring one soldier, as well as a
structure from where an anti-tank
missile was launched against Is-
raeli army engineering machinery.

Hamas-led militants abducted
251 people and killed around

1,200, mostly civilians, in the Oct.
7, 2023, attack that triggered the
war. Most of the hostages have
been released in a ceasefire or
other deals.

Gaza’s Health Ministry said the
Palestinian death toll in the war
reached 67,139 on Sunday, with
nearly 170,000 injured. The min-
istry does not differentiate how
many of those killed were civilians
or combatants, but says women
and children make up about half of
the dead. The ministry is part of
the Hamas-run government, and
the UN and many independent ex-
perts consider its figures to be the
most reliable estimate of wartime
casualties.

In Gaza, Palestinian babies born
on the day that the war began are
hoping to celebrate their second
birthday to the sound of laughter
and cheers instead of the cacoph-
ony of bombs, missiles and bullets.

The hope of mothers to bring up
their children in some semblance
of normality that many take for

granted has long worn thin amid
the despair of repeated displace-
ments, a constant fear for their
safety and a lack of access to
proper healthcare.

Rola Saqer said the two years
since giving birth to her daughter
Masa have been full of suffering
and misery.

“I was hoping (Masa) would
grow up with a strong personality,
but she is weak. She has suffered
malnutrition. The girl has weighed
eight kilos for five months now,”
Rola, who was displaced from
Gaza’s northern town of Beit
Lahia, said.

Rola and her husband, Mo-
hammed Zaqout, have been trying
to have a child for five years.

“I am scared for my daughter.
She is two, and she has been living
in fear, war and displacement,”
said Saqer. Hanging laundry, a
plastic chair, a carpet, and a basic
settee make up the family’s posses-
sions in their tent in the Nuseirat
refugee camp.

Amal al-Taweel and her hus-
band, Mostafa, had their son Ali
after three years of trying for a
child. Now living in a tent inside
an alley of the UNRWAR schools,
Amal said Ali is being deprived of
proper sanitation, food, vaccina-
tions and even toys.

“I despair because I cannot pro-
vide my son with everything. I was
envisioning a different life for
him… He couldn’t live in his
house and did not get to see his
room. He couldn’t experience what
a safe family life feels like. There
are strikes, destruction and dis-
placement,” Amal said. (AP)

LONDON, Oct 6: Jilly Cooper,
the bestselling British author
known for her chronicles of class
and sex in risque novels, including
“Rivals” and “Riders,” has died,
her agent and family said on Mon-
day. She was 88.

The author died Sunday after a
fall, said a statement from literary
agency Curtis Brown, which rep-
resented her.

“Mum was the shining light in
all of our lives,” her children,
Felix and Emily, wrote. “Her un-
expected death has come as a
complete shock.”

Queen Camilla, the wife of
King Charles III, called Cooper “a
legend” and recalled seeing the
author recently at a book festival.

“I join my husband, the King, in
sending our thoughts and sympa-
thies to all her family. And may
her hereafter be filled with impos-
sibly handsome men and devoted
dogs,” Camilla wrote.

Cooper was best known for
“The Rutshire Chronicles” series
of novels, beginning with “Rid-
ers” in 1985, which portrayed the
sex lives and excesses of the well-
off, horse-riding upper and middle
classes in 1980s England.

One of the books, “Rivals,” was
turned into a hit Disney+ TV se-
ries last year starring David Ten-
nant and Alex Hassell.

Bill Scott-Kerr, her publisher,
praised Cooper for her “wicked
social commentary and deft, lacer-
ating characterisation.”

“She dissected the behaviour,
bad mostly, of the English upper
middle classes with the sharpest of
scalpels,” he said.

Her agent, Felicity Blunt, said
Cooper “defined culture, writing
and conversation since she was
first published over 50 years ago.”

“Emotionally intelligent, fantas-
tically generous, sharply obser-
vant and utterly fun, Jilly Cooper

will be deeply missed by all at
Curtis Brown and on the set of Ri-
vals,” she added.

Born in 1937 in Essex, near
London, Cooper cut her teeth in
journalism at a local newspaper in

Brentford, covering everything
from parties to soccer.

Her big break came in 1969
when The Sunday Times pub-
lished an entertaining piece she
wrote on the difficulties of being a
young working wife. She went on
to become a columnist for the
newspaper for over 13 years.

Her first book, “How to Stay
Married,” was published in 1969,
followed by some 18 novels and
short fiction as well as over 20
nonfiction works. Her most recent,
“Tackle!”, was published in 2023.
“The Rutshire Chronicles” sold
millions of copies in the U.K.
alone.

Cooper was awarded an OBE,
or Officer of the Order of the
British Empire, for services to
literature in 2004. Her many fans
included former British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak, who said
the books offered “escapism.”
(AP)

Jilly Cooper, British author of bestselling risque
novels including ‘Rivals’, dies at 88

PARIS, Oct 6: An Egyptian antiq-
uities professor and ex-tourism
minister is facing off against a
Congolese economist who pro-
moted schooling in refugee camps
in a race to become the new direc-
tor of UNESCO.

Whoever wins will inherit a
world body reeling from the
Trump administration’s recent de-
cision to pull the United States out
of UNESCO, portending a big
budget shortfall at the agency best
known for its World Heritage Sites
around the globe.

UNESCO’s executive board be-
gins voting Monday to recommend
either Khaled el-Enany or Firmin
Édouard Matoko for the position
of director-general. The decision
by the board, which represents 58
of the agency’s 194 member states,
is expected to be finalised by UN-
ESCO’s general assembly next
month.

Noble ambitions and persist-
ent problems

In addition to choosing and pro-
tecting World Heritage Sites and
traditions, the Paris-based United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization works
to ensure education for girls, pro-
motes Holocaust awareness and
funds scientific research in devel-
oping countries, among other ac-
tivities. Outgoing UNESCO chief
Audrey Azoulay notably led a
high-profile effort to rebuild the
ancient Iraqi city of Mosul after it
was devastated under the Islamic
State group.

UNESCO has also long been
plagued by accusations of misman-
agement and waste.

Trump argues that the agency,
which voted in 2011 to admit
Palestine as a member, is too

politicised and anti-Israel. US sup-
porters of UNESCO, meanwhile,
say withdrawing Washington’s
support allows China to play an
outsized role in the world body.

Meanwhile, the vote comes at a
time when the whole 80-year-old
UN system is facing financial chal-
lenges and deepening divisions
over the wars in Gaza and Ukraine.

Frontrunner wants to be UN-
ESCO’s first Arab leader

El-Enany worked as a tour guide
through ancient Egyptian sites,
earned a doctorate in France and
served as Egypt’s tourism minister
and antiquities minister.

Arab countries have long
wanted to lead UNESCO, and el-
Enany is seen as having a good
chance of making that happen. The
African Union and Arab League
are among those that have ex-
pressed support for his bid.

He would be expected to focus
on UNESCO’s cultural pro-
grammes if chosen, and has
pledged to continue UNESCO’s
work to fight anti-semitism and re-
ligious intolerance. Israel left UN-
ESCO at the end of 2018.

While he has no UN experience,

his backers say that could help him
make tough reform decisions.

Challenger wants to calm ten-
sions

Republic of Congo’s candidate
Firmin Matoko, 69, spent most of
his career working for UNESCO,
including stints in Rwanda soon
after the genocide, during peace
negotiations in El Salvador and be-
yond. He says he wants UNESCO
to move away from political ten-
sions and focus on technical solu-
tions. He described helping train
teachers at a refugee camp in So-
malia in the 1990s, and meeting
one of them years later after she
became education minister. That,
he says, is one reason UNESCO
matters. He says he is ready to cut
jobs or programmes if needed, and
pledges “budgetary rigor.”

Like el-Enany, he wants to tap
more private sector money to make
up for the loss of US and other
funding, notably from BRICS
countries.

At the same time, he said, “I will
do everything so that the United
States comes back, while taking
into account what they reproach
UNESCO for.” (AP)

UNESCO is choosing a new director who will
face a big funding shortage after US exit

WASHINGTON, Oct 6: A federal judge
on Sunday temporarily blocked the
Trump administration from deploying
any National Guard units to Oregon, in-
cluding the California National Guard.

California and Oregon sought the tem-
porary restraining order after the presi-
dent sent guard members from California
to Oregon earlier in the day. On Saturday,
the same judge temporarily blocked the
administration from deploying Oregon
National Guard troops to Portland.

A Pentagon spokesperson said in a
statement that about 200 federalised
members of the California National
Guard who had been on duty around Los
Angeles were being reassigned to Port-
land. Oregon Governor Tina Kotek said
about 100 arrived Saturday and around
100 more were en route Sunday.

Kotek said there had been no formal
communication with the federal govern-
ment about the deployment.

The two states originally requested a
narrower order that would have blocked
only California National Guard troops
from being sent to Oregon, but asked for
the order to apply to all National Guard
troops after a memo written by Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth was submitted to
the court that said up to 400 Texas Na-
tional Guard personnel were being acti-
vated for deployment to Oregon, Illinois
and possibly elsewhere.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott said in a
post on X Sunday night that he had autho-
rised the call-up. “You can either fully en-
force protection for federal employees or
get out of the way and let Texas Guard do
it,” he wrote.

The events in Oregon come a day after
Illinois’ governor made a similar an-
nouncement about troops in his state
being activated.

Kotek said the latest move by federal
officials is an attempt to circumvent Sat-
urday’s court ruling that blocked deploy-
ment of Oregon’s guard members.

“The facts on the ground in Oregon
haven’t changed,” Kotek said during a
news conference Sunday. “There’s no
need for military intervention in Oregon.
There’s no insurrection in Portland,
there’s no threat to national security.”

Oregon and California go back to
court

Oregon Attorney General Dan Rayfield
said his state, along with the city of Port-
land and California, was seeking an
amended temporary restraining order
against the deployment of any National
Guard troops.

“What was unlawful yesterday is un-
lawful today,” Rayfield said. “The judge’s
order was not some minor procedural
point for the president to work around,
like my 14-year-old does when he doesn’t
like my answers.”

Rayfield added that Oregon “will ab-
solutely not be a party to the president’s
attempt to normalise the use of the United
States military in our American cities.”

Newsom, a Democrat, said in a state-
ment that California personnel were on
their way Sunday and called the deploy-
ment “a breathtaking abuse of the law and
power.” He said these troops were “fed-
eralised” and put under the president’s
control months ago over his objections, in
response to unrest in Los Angeles.

“The commander-in-chief is using the
US military as a political weapon against
American citizens,” Newsom said.

California also joined Oregon’s lawsuit
challenging the Trump administration’s
deployment of National Guard personnel
to Portland as unlawful and unnecessary
overreach.

Three hundred California National
Guard personnel deployed in southern
California had already been federalised
until early November, and leaders of the
California Military Department had
learned that all 300 of those “will be im-
minently deployed to Portland,” accord-
ing to the amended complaint filed

Sunday. Trump deployed California Na-
tional Guard troops to Los Angeles in
June to enforce immigration law and has
no legal grounds to redeploy them to Ore-
gon for another purpose, Sunday’s court
filing stated.

“They cannot continue to hold the fed-
eralised National Guard members hostage
by altering their mission and sending
them to another State,” the filing said.

The lawsuit notes that the president has
the authority to deploy National Guard
troops under very specific circumstances:
repelling an invasion, suppressing a rebel-
lion or enforcing federal laws. “There is
no rebellion in Portland,” the filing said.

In a related court filing, an attorney in
the California Military Department said
the US Army Northern Command ad-
vised the department on Sunday that an
order will be issued keeping the 300
guard personnel federalised through the
end of January.

Portland’s protests are confined to
one city block

The US Immigration and Customs En-
forcement building in Portland has re-
cently been the site of nightly protests. A
Trump-appointed federal judge in Oregon
on Saturday temporarily blocked the
Trump administration’s plan to deploy the
Oregon National Guard in Portland to
protect federal property amid protests
after Trump called the city “war-rav-
aged.”

Oregon officials and Portland residents
alike said that description was ludicrous.
The protest was relatively small and lo-
calised to just one block of the city of
650,000 residents, Kotek said.

US District Judge Karin Immergut, ap-
pointed by Trump during his first term, is-
sued the order pending further arguments
in a lawsuit brought by the state and city.
She said the relatively small protests did
not justify the use of federalised forces
and allowing the deployment could harm
Oregon’s state sovereignty. (AP)

Israel, Hamas prepare for talks in
Egypt over possible Gaza ceasefire

Israel’s heavy bombardment of Gaza would need to stop for Israeli hostages to be released

Federal judge temporarily blocks Trump administration
from sending National Guard troops to Oregon

KATHMANDU, Oct 6: The Nepal Army on Mon-
day rescued 12 trekkers who were stranded in the
Langtang area due to incessant rainfall and land-
slides.

According to the Directorate of Public Relations
of the Nepal Army, all 12 individuals were brought
to Syafrubesi in Rasuwa. However, four people, who
were swept away by the Bering Khola river, could
not be located, it added.

The group of 16 had set out from Kathmandu on a
trek to Langtang National Park Area, situated 120 km
northeast of the capital. Among them, four, including
two women, went missing after being swept away by
a stream following incessant rain on Saturday.

Those missing were identified as Sanskriti
Shrestha, 26, Kisan Shrestha, 25, Sanita Shrestha, 26
and Ravi Shrestha, 23, all from Bhaktapur district. Of
them, three are from a single family.

A joint search and rescue operation involving the
Nepal Army, Nepal Police, and Armed Police Force
is currently underway. The Nepal Army also rescued
four pregnant women who were stranded in Ilam dis-
trict due to the obstruction of roads following inces-
sant rain for the past two days. The army helicopter
airlifted them from the area and admitted them to the
nearby hospitals.

At least 46 people died on Saturday and Sunday
due to natural disaster-related incidents, including
floods and landslides in different parts of the country.
Six people were killed in a road accident in Panchthar
district on Sunday, bringing the death toll to 52.

Meanwhile, life in the Kathmandu Valley is return-
ing to normalcy as weather conditions have improved
since Sunday afternoon. The rain has stopped in the
capital city on Monday.

There was heavy rainfall from Friday night to Sat-
urday night in Kathmandu, Madhes and other parts
of the country. Roadways, traffic, business and the
people’s daily activities have largely returned to nor-
mal. Most of the roads are operational, according to
the Kathmandu Valley Traffic Police Office.

As the weather improved, people’s movement in-
creased in the market.

The sky in the Koshi, Lumbini, Karnali, and
Sudurpachim Provinces will be mostly cloudy, while
other provinces will experience partial cloudiness. On
Monday evening, moderate thunderstorms are ex-
pected in a few areas of the hilly and Terai regions of
the Karnali and Sudurpachim Provinces. (PTI)

Nepal Army rescues 12
trekkers from Langtang
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Author’s first book, ‘How to Stay Married,’ was published in 1969

LONDON, Oct 6: Four Indian nationals were killed in a road accident
in southern Italy’s Matera city, according to the Indian Embassy in
Rome. The victims were in a seven-seater Renault Scenic with six
other people, which collided with a truck in the municipality of Scan-
zano Jonico in Matera city on the Agri Valley on Saturday, Italian news
agency ANSA reported on Sunday.

It identified the victims as Kumar Manoj, 34, Singh Surjit, 33, Singh
Harwinder, 31, and Singh Jaskaran, 20.

“The Embassy of India deeply condoles the tragic death of four In-
dian nationals in a road accident in Matera in southern Italy,” the Indian
embassy posted on social media.

“We are in contact with the local Italian authorities to obtain details.
Embassy will provide all possible consular assistance to the concerned
families,” the mission added. Five injured people were transferred to
the hospital in Policoro (Matera), the sixth, and the most serious, to
the San Carlo Hospital in Potenza, ANSA reported.

The driver of the truck remained unharmed. The Matera Public Pros-
ecutor’s Office is investigating the accident. (PTI)

PESHAWAR, Oct 6: A policeman was killed and a paramilitary per-
sonnel injured on Monday as terrorists attacked a police checkpost in
Khyber Pakhthunkhwa province in northwestern Pakistan, police said.
Scores of unidentified assailants opened fire on the Tor Chappur check-
post in Darra Adam Khel in Kohat district from multiple sides around
1 am, they said.

A cop was killed and a Federal Constabulary personnel injured in
the exchange of fire between police and the terrorists that went on for
two and a half hours, said Zahidullah Khan, a district police officer in
Kohat. Zahidullah said the attackers aimed to capture the checkpost,
but their attempt was thwarted. Police seized three improvised explo-
sive devices and a search operation was currently under way.

Khyber Pakhthunkhwa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi condemned
the attack and paid tribute to the deceased cop. In a statement, he also
prayed for the speedy recovery of the injured paramilitary personnel.

“The sacrifices of the police in the war against terrorism will not go
in vain,” he added. The attack comes a day after a soldier was killed
and another injured when unknown assailants opened fire on them in
Bannu district in Khyber Pakhthunkhwa.

Terror activities have gone up in Pakistan over the past year, espe-
cially in Khyber Pakhthunkhwa and Balochistan, after the proscribed
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) ended its ceasefire with the govern-
ment in November 2022 and vowed to target security forces.

Earlier on September 1, a police constable was killed and ano t her
sustained serious injuries in an attack on a police post in Mir Ali town
in North Waziristan district.

Khyber Pakhthunkhwa saw most of the attacks on security forces
last month, but counterterrorism actions have also been intensified in
the province. The province has reported 45 attacks in September, in
which 54 people have been killed and 49 others injured. (PTI)

GOLEM(ALBANIA), Oct 6: The presidents of the Western Balkan
nations gathered Monday in Albania to discuss ways they can acceler-
ate their economic integration with the European Union amid mounting
geopolitical challenges.

The meeting in Golem, Albania, 50 km west of the capital, Tirana,
is an annual gathering held as part of a diplomatic initiative launched
by European Union members Slovenia and Croatia in 2013. The in-
tention was to support EU enlargement to the Western Balkans — a
region that includes Albania, Bosnia, Serbia, Montenegro, North Mace-
donia and Kosovo.

All of the countries are working to join the EU but are at different
stages in their membership path, with Montenegro and Albania ahead
and Serbia, Bosnia, Kosovo and North Macedonia lagging behind.

The EU’s willingness to accept new members has grown since the
all-out war in Ukraine started on February 24, 2022. There are concerns
the war in Ukraine and Russia’s deepening confrontation with the West
could spill over into a region still scarred by its own conflicts.

The initiative seeks to strengthen political dialogue and promote rec-
onciliation after the wars of the 1990s, with tensions still simmering,
for instance between Serbia and Kosovo.

The largely ceremonial annual gathering was being led by Albanian
President Bajram Begaj, Slovenian President Natasa Pirc Musar and
Croatian President Zoran Milanovic. Members of Bosnia’s tripartite
presidency and the presidents of Kosovo, Montenegro, North Mace-
donia and Serbia were also expected to attend.

The initiative was named the Brdo-Brijuni Process after two loca-
tions — Brdo pri Kranju in Slovenia and the Brijuni Islands in Croatia
– which are symbolic of reconciliation and diplomacy. (AP)

4 Indians killed in road accident in Italy

Pakistan police checkpost 
attacked by terrorists, cop killed

Western Balkan leaders meet in
Albania to discuss EU integration      
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Namchik-Namphuk Central 
Coal Block inaugurated 

HT Correspondent
KHARSANG, Oct 6: Arunachal
Pradesh entered a new chapter in
its economic history on Monday
with the inauguration and
Bhoomi Puja of the Namchik-
Namphuk Central Coal Block at
Longtom under Kharsang Sub-
Division in Changlang district,
marking the beginning of the
state’s first-ever commercial coal
mining operation.

Union Minister for Coal and
Mines G Kishan Reddy formally
launched the project in the pres-
ence of chief minister Pema
Khandu, deputy chief minister

Chowna Mein, Arunachal East
MP Tapir Gao, several Cabinet
Ministers, MLAs, senior officers
from the Coal Ministry and the
state government, along with of-
ficials from the district adminis-
tration, local leaders, and
members of the public.

The dignitaries also flagged off
an array of tools, plants, and ma-
chinery of the agency on the oc-
casion, signifying the operational
commencement of the long-
awaited mining project.

Union minister Reddy said that
the Namchik-Namphuk Central
Coal Block embodies Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi’s vision of
an Atma Nirbhar Bharat and
Atma Nirbhar Arunachal Pradesh
by integrating the North East into
the national energy and infra-
structure grid. 

“This is not just a mining proj-
ect; it is a symbol of trust, trans-
parency, and transformation for
the people of Arunachal Pradesh.
We are bringing sustainable, sci-
entific, and legal mining practices
to a region that holds immense
potential,” he said.

The minister further assured
that the initiative would lead to
several developmental activities

in the fields of health and educa-
tion, besides creating employ-
ment opportunities for the local
population. 

He also affirmed that all issues
concerning local and project-af-
fected people would be addressed
through revenue generation and
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) schemes of the company.

The Namchik-Namphuk Cen-
tral Coal Block, expected to gen-
erate about ₹100 crore annually,
will serve as a major contributor
to the state exchequer, signifi-
cantly strengthening Arunachal
Pradesh’s economic foundation. 

The project is anticipated to
create local jobs, promote new
livelihoods, and stimulate eco-
nomic growth across the region.

Naveen Singhal, Chairman of
Mahalaxmi Group and one of the
promoters of the Namchik-Nam-
phuk Coal Mine, along with
Ratan Sharma, also spoke to the
media during the event. Both ex-
pressed their commitment to en-
suring local area development
and providing employment to
local residents through the pro-
ject’s operations.

The inauguration of the Nam-
chik-Namphuk Central Coal
Block marks a milestone for
Arunachal Pradesh as it steps into
the domain of private commercial
coal mining, paving the way for
greater economic self-reliance
and regional development.

Four-month induction training begins for 140
Arunachal Pradesh Civil Service officers 

HT Correspondent
NAHARLAGUN, Oct 6: The
four-month combined induction
training for 140 Arunachal Pradesh
Civil Service (Entry Grade) and
Allied Service officers recruited
through the APPSCCE 2024 com-
menced on Monday at the Admin-
istrative Training Institute (ATI),
Naharlagun.

The inaugural programme began
with the arrival of the chief guest,
Pramod Kumar Jain, IAS (Retd),
Chairperson of the Administrative
Reforms Commission, Arunachal
Pradesh, who lit the ceremonial
lamp and delivered the inaugural
address.  In his speech, Jain urged
the new officers to dedicate them-
selves to honest and efficient pub-
lic service. 

He emphasized that administra-
tors play a crucial role in bridging
the gap between the government
and the people, noting that every
decision taken by an officer im-
pacts the lives of citizens. 

He called upon the officers to let
humility, empathy, and fairness
guide their actions, while blending
modern governance practices with

the cultural values of the state,
stressing that the future of
Arunachal Pradesh lies in the
hands of its young administrators.

Earlier, Deputy Director-cum-
Course Coordinator Bittu Kri wel-
comed the participants and
provided a brief overview of the

training programme. 
He highlighted that the four-

month course is designed to orient
officers towards effective gover-
nance, policy implementation, and
field-level challenges, describing it
as the foundation of their adminis-
trative career and urging partici-
pants to approach it with
seriousness and dedication.

ATI Director Pate Marik, in his
concluding remarks, expressed
gratitude to the chief guest and un-
derscored the importance of con-
tinuous learning, noting that while
formal training would end in four
months, the journey of learning as
an administrator never stops.

The inaugural session was at-
tended by deputy directors
Mizum Nyodu, Sange Tsering,
Anima Mize, and Corrina Mum
Norbu, along with other faculty
members and dignitaries, mark-
ing the beginning of an important
phase in the careers of the newly
recruited officers.

Siang River erosion washes away power
lines, plunges multiple villages into darkness

BRTF recovers Tawang-bound bus
from deep valley near Baisakhi

Governor urges students to imbibe ‘Nation 
First’ spirit at Rashtriya Raksha University

Governor visits Oil Palm 
Plantation at Bosi Didum Village

HT Correspondent
PASIGHAT, Oct 6: The Governor
of Arunachal Pradesh, Lt General
KT Parnaik, (Retd), visited a 4-
hectare oil palm farm of progressive
farmer Miti Megu Perme in Bosi
Didum Village near Pasighat, as
part of the State Government’s ini-
tiative to promote oil palm cultiva-
tion across Arunachal Pradesh.

During his visit, the Governor in-
teracted with Perme, other local
farmers, and departmental officials
to gain first-hand insights into the
farm’s operations and progress. 

He emphasised that oil palm cul-
tivation is not merely an agricul-
tural activity but a vision for
economic growth, farmer empow-
erment, and national self-reliance,
or Aatma Nirbhar. 

He noted that despite India being
one of the largest consumers of ed-
ible oil, it remains heavily depend-
ent on imports. 

Promoting oil palm, he said, is a
strategic step to reduce import de-
pendency, strengthen the rural
economy, and ensure price stability
for consumers.

The Governor highlighted
Arunachal Pradesh’s potential, cit-

ing its fertile soil, favorable climate,
and abundant rainfall as ideal con-
ditions for oil palm plantations. 

He said that for farmers, the crop
offers a steady income, long-term
security, and better returns com-
pared to most other oilseeds, while
also creating opportunities for agro-
based industries. 

He commended the State Gov-
ernment for prioritizing oil palm
cultivation as a policy that enhances
farmer livelihoods, generates em-
ployment, attracts investment, im-
proves rural infrastructure, and
builds stronger market linkages,
while supporting the national goal
of self-reliance.

Sharing progress, the Governor
informed that Arunachal Pradesh
produced over 5.19 lakh metric tons
of food grains, nearly 15,000 metric
tons of pulses, and more than
39,000 metric tons of oilseeds last
year. 

He said that fifteen soil testing
laboratories have been established
and over 1.3 lakh soil health cards
issued. 

Oil palm cultivation has ex-
panded by 4,690 hectares, benefit-
ing nearly 2,000 farmers under the

Per Drop More Crop scheme. 
Looking ahead, the State has set

an ambitious target of bringing
35,723 hectares under oil palm cul-
tivation by 2025–26. 

The establishment of the coun-
try’s first crude palm oil mill at
Roing and the new factory at the In-
dustrial Growth Centre, Niglok, is
boosting farmer confidence and en-
suring sufficient processing capac-
ity for the future.

Perme shared that her farm, es-
tablished in 2017 and harvesting
since 2021, yields 2 to 3 tonnes of
palm oil per harvest, with harvest-
ing done three to four times a
month. 

She highlighted that the new
palm oil factory at Niglok has
steadily increased local demand,
providing a strong market for farm-
ers.

Deputy Commissioner of East
Siang, Sonalika Jiwani, noted that
oil palm cultivation is proving
highly remunerative and has signif-
icant potential to boost the local
economy by providing sustainable
income opportunities for farmers in
the region. 

The Governor’s visit was also at-
tended by Advisor to Hydro Power
Minister cum MLA Ninong Ering,
local MLA Er Tapi Darang, Super-
intendent of Police Pankaj Lamba,
and District Agriculture Officer
Opang Moyong.

The Governor’s visit reinforced
the strategic, economic, and social
importance of oil palm cultivation
in Arunachal Pradesh, highlighting
its role in rural development, farmer
empowerment, and national self-re-
liance.

Arunachal’s marks first private commercial mining venture

HT Correspondent
PASIGHAT, Oct 6: Rampant soil erosion along the
Siang River has caused a severe power crisis, disrupt-
ing electricity supply to several villages across East
Siang and Lower Dibang Valley districts. 

The situation reached a critical point when a mas-
sive one-kilometer stretch of an 11kV power line was
completely washed away, leaving numerous commu-
nities without power. Officials reported that the Siang
River has been relentlessly eroding its banks, causing
extensive damage to electrical infrastructure. 

While earlier damages between New Borguli and
Seram villages on September 19 and 27 were
promptly restored by the Department of Power, the
problem has persisted and worsened. 

The latest and most severe damage has affected
areas in Seram and Namsing villages. 

The complete destruction of the 1-kilometer 11kV

line has left a wide swath of villages, including Seram,
Kongkul, Namsing, Gadum, Mer, and Gadum II in
East Siang, without electricity. 

The erosion has also cut off power to the entire
Paglam circle under the Lower Dibang Valley District,
amplifying the impact of the disaster.

Mebo MLA Oken Tayeng, accompanied by Nancy
Yirang, ADC Mebo, and Toimi Tagi, CO Namsing,
along with officials from all line departments of the
Mebo sub-division, visited Namsing Village and other
affected areas to assess the situation. 

During the visit, it was observed that vast tracts of
agricultural land had been engulfed by the Siang
River, leaving many families landless and exacerbat-
ing the hardships faced by the local population. The
officials are coordinating with relevant authorities to
restore power and provide relief to the affected com-
munities.

HT Correspondent
ITANAGAR, Oct 6: The Gover-
nor of Arunachal Pradesh, Lt Gen-
eral KT Parnaik (Retd),
inaugurated the Psychotropic Sub-
stances and Psychosocial Centre
and Human Performance Labora-
tory and digitally unveiled the
Foundation Stone for the Centre of
Excellence for Testing of Drugs at
the Rashtriya Raksha University
(RRU), Pasighat Campus, East
Siang District, on October 6,
2025.

Addressing the gathering, the
Governor observed that contem-
porary society faces multiple chal-
lenges that test peace, unity, and
security, including misuse of ac-
tivism, rising religious dishar-
mony, disruptive protests,
terrorism, and insurgencies. 

He also highlighted the growing

threats in the digital space, such as
cybercrime, propaganda, and ex-
tremist ideologies, which often
target youth and create unrest. 

While acknowledging the com-
plexity of these issues, he empha-
sized that they are not
insurmountable. 

The way forward, he said, lies
in balancing freedom with respon-
sibility, fostering trust among
communities, strengthening secu-
rity mechanisms, and using tech-
nology wisely. 

Collective awareness and active
community participation, he
added, are essential for building a
safer, stronger, and more harmo-
nious society.

Digitally unveiling the Founda-
tion Stone for the Centre of Excel-
lence for Testing of Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances and inau-

gurating the Psychosocial Centre,
established in collaboration with
the East Siang District Police, the
Governor commended RRU and
the District Police for combining
science-led enforcement with a
humane approach to rehabilita-
tion. 

He said these initiatives would
strengthen Arunachal Pradesh’s
fight against drugs and safeguard
the future of its youth. 

The Governor underscored the
importance of maintaining zero
tolerance towards traffickers while
simultaneously extending compas-
sion and support to those strug-
gling with addiction.

Referring to the courses offered
at RRU, he highlighted the impor-
tance of smart policing and en-
couraged law enforcement
agencies to adopt preventive, tech-

nology-driven, and community-
focused strategies that are hu-
mane, accountable, and rooted in
public trust. 

Addressing the students, the
Governor urged them to pursue
excellence with integrity and inno-
vation, reminding them that edu-
cation is a commitment to national
service. 

He exhorted them to imbibe the
‘Nation First’ spirit, remain disci-
plined, and stay motivated to re-
alise the Viksit Bharat vision of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

He also expressed gratitude to
the faculty and mentors for their
dedication in shaping the next
generation of leaders.

The Governor expressed his ap-
preciation for visiting RRU
Pasighat Campus, an Institute of
National Importance, describing it
as a nursery of national service,
leadership, and character building. 

He also praised the university’s
emphasis on sports science and
sports medicine, noting its role in
nurturing Arunachal’s talented
youth for excellence in both sports
and academics. 

He expressed hope that RRU
will continue to play a vital role in
shaping a secure, healthy, and pro-
gressive society and called upon
all stakeholders to foster a culture
of excellence, innovation, and
service for the nation’s future.

The inaugural function was at-
tended by Advisor to Hydro Power
Minister cum MLA Ninong Ering,
local MLA Er Tapi Darang, deputy
commissioner of East Siang Son-
alika Jiwani, Superintendent of
Police Pankaj Lamba, along with
faculty members, students, and
staff of Rashtriya Raksha Univer-
sity, Pasighat Campus.

HT Correspondent
BAISAKHI, Oct 6: In a remarkable display of precision and determi-
nation, the 90 Road Construction Company of the 42 Border Roads Task
Force (BRTF) under Project Vartak successfully retrieved a Tawang-
bound travel bus that had plunged into a deep valley on the BCT Road
near Baisakhi, Dirang, in the early hours of October 2.

The accident occurred around 6:30 a.m. when the bus reportedly lost
control and fell nearly 100 metres down a steep slope. 

Upon receiving the information, the 42 BRTF swiftly launched a co-
ordinated recovery opera-
tion, mobilising trained
personnel and heavy ma-
chinery to the site to as-
sess the situation and
commence retrieval ef-
forts.

Despite the difficult ter-
rain and limited accessi-
bility, the operation was
carried out with excep-
tional skill and care to en-
sure safety at every stage. 

The recovery efforts began on October 3 and continued through Octo-
ber 4, with teams working tirelessly for two days to bring the vehicle
back to the road.

Thanks to the relentless efforts of the BRTF personnel, the bus was
successfully recovered without any further incident. 

Local residents and officials praised the professionalism, dedication,
and resilience of the BRTF team, whose swift response and efficient co-
ordination helped avert additional risks and ensured the safe completion
of the operation.

‘Promoting oil palm, a strategic step to reduce import dependency,
strengthen the rural economy, and ensure price stability for consumers’
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Toll in landslides, flood in north Bengal rises to 28
DARJEELING/ SILIGURI/
KOLKATA, Oct 6: The toll in the
devastating landslides and floods
in northern West Bengal rose to 28,
as disaster management personnel
continued the rescue operation on
Monday with several people still
missing and thousands of tourists
stranded in cut-off hill pockets, of-
ficials said.

North Bengal Development
Minister Udayan Guha said the toll
is likely to go up.

“The situation remains ex-
tremely challenging. Till now, we
have reports that 28 people have
died. A few more bodies were re-
covered since last night. The
deaths were reported from both
Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri districts.
Continuous rainfall is hampering
the rescue operations,” he told PTI.

Speaking to reporters at the
Kolkata airport before leaving for
Siliguri, the largest town in north
Bengal, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee called the floods and the
ensuing destruction “man-made”.

She announced a compensation
of Rs 5 lakh to the next of kin of
those who died in the floods and
landslides, besides offering a job as
a home guard to one member of

the bereaved families.
“We have so far received reports

of 23 people who have died in the
north Bengal floods. The region re-
ceived over 300 mm of rainfall,
sustaining for over 12 hours on
Saturday night and early Sunday,”
she said.

Among the worst-affected areas
are Mirik, Sukhiapokhri and Jore-
bunglow in Darjeeling, and Na-
grakata in Jalpaiguri district,
officials said.

The rescue operations, led by the
National Disaster Response Force

(NDRF), were continuing across
multiple sites, with heavy earth-
moving machinery being used to
locate people feared trapped under
mounds of debris, they added.

“Clearing operations are under-
way at more than 40 landslide
points. Our teams are working
around the clock to reopen the
Mirik-Darjeeling and Sukhi-
apokhri roads,” an official said.

The district administration has
set up relief camps in coordination
with the Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration (GTA) and local

NGOs, an official said.
“Food, blankets, medicines, and

drinking water are being provided
to all displaced families,” he said.

An official of the GTA, the
semi-autonomous body that ad-
ministers the Darjeeling hills, said
road connectivity to several ham-
lets remained severed even 24
hours after the disaster.

“Entire slopes have caved in,
bridges washed away, and large
portions of roads are buried under
mud. Helicopter sorties may be
needed to reach some interior vil-
lages,” he said.

Hundreds of visitors who had
travelled to the hills for Durga Puja
vacations remained stranded as the
arterial roads to Siliguri at the
foothills were blocked.

Efforts are being made to help
them reach Siliguri in batches via
alternative routes, an official said.

Heavy to very heavy rainfall
may continue in the region till
Tuesday morning, with an alert is-
sued for Darjeeling, Kalimpong,
Jalpaiguri, and Cooch Behar dis-
tricts, an IMD official said.

“Given the saturated soil and on-
going rain, the risk of fresh land-
slides remains high,” he said. (PTI)

Bengal BJP MP Khagen Murmu, MLA Sankar
Ghosh injured in mob attack; party blames TMC

Attack on CJI shows
how deep hate has

seeped in: Congress
NEW DELHI, Oct 6: Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge on Mon-
day condemned the attack on Chief
Justice of India B R Gavai as
shameful and said the “mindless
act” shows how hate and fanati-
cism have engulfed society.

In a shocking breach of deco-
rum, a 71-year-old lawyer al-
legedly almost hurled a shoe at CJI
Gavai during a court proceeding,
but was stopped by the security
personnel.

“An attempt to attack the
Hon’ble Chief Justice of India in
the Supreme Court today is un-
precedented, shameful and ab-
horrent. It is an attack on the
dignity of our Judiciary and the
rule of law,” Kharge said in a
post on X.

He said that it was disturbing
that a sitting judge, who rose to the
nation’s highest judicial office
through merit, integrity, and perse-
verance, was targeted in such a
manner.

“It reflects an attempt to intimi-
date and humiliate a man who has
broken social barriers to uphold the
Constitution.

“Such a mindless act shows how
hate, fanaticism and bigotry has
engulfed our society in the past
decade,” the Congress president
said.

“On behalf of the Indian Na-
tional Congress, I condemn this at-
tack in the strongest possible
terms. The safety and security of
our Judiciary is paramount. Let
justice and reason prevail, not in-
timidation,” Kharge asserted.

Earlier, despite the disconcerting
act, the CJI remained unfazed and
continued with the hearings.
“Don’t get distracted by all this.
We are not distracted. These things
do not affect me,” he said. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Oct 6: Gujarat’s emissions
trading-scheme for particulate pollution, de-
veloped with the help of researchers from the
Emissions Market Accelerator (EMA), has
been named a finalist for the 2025 Earthshot
Prize, one of the world’s most-prestigious en-
vironmental awards.

The EMA, a joint initiative of the Energy
Policy Institute at the University of Chicago
(EPIC) and the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty
Action Lab (J-PAL), helped Gujarat design
and launch the world’s first cap-and-trade
market for particulate pollution in the indus-
trial city of Surat.

The initiative has been selected as one of
the three finalists under the “Clean Our Air”
category of the Earthshot Prize.

Researchers affiliated with the EMA
worked closely with the Gujarat Pollution
Control Board (GPCB) to implement the
market-based approach, which replaced tra-
ditional pollution-control methods with a
cap-and-trade system, allowing industries to
buy and sell emission permits. The experi-
ment led to a sharp fall in particulate pollu-
tion, better compliance and higher profits for
industries.

“The Gujarat emissions-trading scheme is
an excellent testament to how financial mar-
ket-based approaches can address severe pol-
lution challenges in rapidly-developing
economies around the world,” said Jason
Knauf LVO, Chief Executive of The Earth-
shot Prize.

Michael Greenstone, co-chair of the EMA
and one of the researchers who led the Gu-
jarat emissions market experiment, said, “For

decades, emissions markets were seen as
something that was almost exclusively a reg-
ulatory tool for the US, EU and other rich
countries. The Gujarat market serves as an
important proof of concept that emissions
markets can work beyond these regions.”

Greenstone said emissions markets are
particularly suited to countries where eco-
nomic growth is a priority and where much
of the world’s pollution and greenhouse-
gas burden exists. Forty-nine of the top 50
countries with the most-polluted air are lo-
cated in the Global South. Further, 82 per
cent of CO2 emissions over the remainder
of the century are projected to occur there,
he said.

The pilot experiment in Surat showed that

firms in the emissions market reduced pollu-
tion by 20 to 30 per cent more than those
under conventional rules.

It also cost industries 11 per cent less to
comply, while profits rose. Non-compliance
dropped from about a third of all plants at any
time to less than 1 per cent ever.

Bala Srinivasan, co-chair of the EMA,
said, “The market proved to be an important
policy tool that is very much in line with the
Indian government’s efforts to pursue envi-
ronmentally-friendly economic policies. Gu-
jarat opened the door to an entirely new way
of approaching environmental and economic
policies in emerging economies. With the
Emissions Market Accelerator, we are scaling
up their trailblazing efforts.”

Following the success of the Surat pilot,
Gujarat has launched a second emissions
market in Ahmedabad.

Around two crore people in Gujarat are
now breathing cleaner air as a result. The
state is also working with the EMA to set up
sulfur-dioxide and wastewater-trading mar-
kets.

“Becoming an Earthshot Prize finalist is a
proud milestone for the Gujarat Pollution
Control Board and the Emissions Market Ac-
celerator,” said Devang M Thaker, Member
Secretary of the GPCB.

“It is an international recognition of a so-
lution born in Gujarat that has the potential
to transform how the world addresses indus-
trial pollution,” he said.

Building on Gujarat’s success, the EMA
team is now supporting a sulfur-dioxide mar-
ket in Maharashtra and a designing a market
in Rajasthan, with plans to expand across
India and abroad.

“Gujarat’s leadership in testing and scaling
emissions markets shows how governments
in emerging economies can drive large-scale
solutions that benefit people, the economy
and the planet,” said 2019 Nobel-laureate Es-
ther Duflo, co-founder and director of the J-
PAL.

The Earthshot Prize, launched by Prince
William in 2020, honours solutions aimed at
repairing the planet. This year’s 15 finalists
have been chosen from nearly 2,500 nomina-
tions received from 72 countries. The win-
ners will be announced at an awards
ceremony in Brazil’s Rio de Janeiro on No-
vember 5. (PTI)

Gujarat’s emission-trading scheme for particulate
pollution among finalists for Earthshot Prize

North Bengal floods man-made,
DVC unilaterally releasing water

to save Jharkhand: Mamata

NAGRAKATA (WB), Oct 6:  West Bengal’s BJP MP
Khagen Murmu and MLA Sankar Ghosh were injured
in an attack by a mob during their visit to the flood
and landslide-hit Dooars region in the northern part of
the state, triggering a fresh political storm.

Following the confrontation that took place in
Nagrakata area of Jalpaiguri district, the BJP ac-
cused the ruling Trinamool Congress of orchestrat-
ing the attack to silence dissent in the region calling
the incident another example of “TMC’s jungle
raj”, while the ruling party blamed the saffron camp
for “provoking” people with a “photo-op visit”
amid widespread suffering.

Murmu and Ghosh were part of a team of BJP lead-
ers who had gone to the disaster-hit Dooars region to
assess the situation and distribute relief.

TV visuals showed that before they could interact
with flood-affected residents, a mob surrounded them,
raising slogans of “Didi, Didi,” and hurled stones at
their convoy near Bamandanga, about 10 km from Na-
grakata town.

The vehicle’s windshield was smashed, and Murmu
was seen bleeding from the head.

In a Facebook Live video, Ghosh appeared shaken,
describing the attack as “horrifying”.

Sitting beside the blood-stained MP inside a car, the
MLA said, “We had gone to check the people’s con-
dition. Suddenly, a group of locals surrounded us,
shouting ‘Didi, Didi’. They started abusing us, then
attacked from behind. Khagen-da was hit on the head,
and I barely escaped by ducking inside the seat. We
are now on our way to Siliguri for treatment.”

Murmu was given initial medical aid at a local hos-
pital before being shifted to Siliguri. Both leaders are
said to be out of danger.

The BJP claimed that the attackers were TMC-
backed goons, accusing the Mamata Banerjee govern-
ment of allowing violence against opposition leaders
even in times of humanitarian crisis.

The opposition party’s national IT in-charge Amit
Malviya hit out at the state government on X, saying,
“TMC’s Jungle Raj in Bengal! BJP MP Khagen
Murmu was attacked by TMC goons while on his way
to Nagrakata in Jalpaiguri’s Dooars region to help
with relief and rescue efforts after devastating rains,
floods, and landslides.”

“While Mamata Banerjee dances at her Carnival,
the TMC and state administration are missing in ac-
tion. Those actually helping the people - BJP leaders
and karyakartas - are being attacked for doing relief
work. This is TMC’s Bengal, where cruelty rules and
compassion is punished,” he claimed.

He was referring to the Durga Puja Carnival held
on Sunday, during which an estimated 100 award-win-
ning puja committees of Kolkata and its neighbour-
hood paraded their artistically crafted idols on
tableaux on Red Road in the city. Landslides, that
struck Darjeeling and other areas on Sunday, and flood
claimed at least 28 lives.

Union minister Sukanta Majumdar, a former state
BJP president, also condemned the incident, alleging
that the attack occurred “in the presence of the Ma-
mata-police.”

“Chief Minister @MamataOfficial, the people of
Bengal will never forget this cowardice and shame-
lessness,” Majumdar said in a social media post.

He added that the CM “was seen celebrating on the
Carnival stage at Red Road” even as the hills and
plains of north Bengal were devastated by floods and
landslides.

Earlier in the day, BJP’s Bengal president Samik
Bhattacharya reached Siliguri along with Darjeeling
MP Raju Bista, Jalpaiguri MP Jayanta Roy, and sev-
eral MLAs including Anandamoy Barman and
Deepak Barman to visit flood-hit areas. They accused
the ruling party of blocking their relief efforts in sev-
eral pockets.

The political temperature in north Bengal has re-
mained high after the region witnessed one of its worst
natural disasters in years, following incessant rain.

Responding to the allegations, senior TMC leader
and North Bengal Development Minister Udayan
Guha called the incident “self-inflicted.”

“First of all, we do not support any form of vio-
lence. But whatever happened today is BJP’s own
doing. At a time when people are suffering, BJP lead-
ers arrived with a convoy of 10-plus cars just for
photo-ops without a single relief item. Local people
got agitated. This is the result of BJP’s misdeeds. You
deprive people first and then visit for optics,” Guha
said.

Echoing similar views, TMC spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh said the party does not support any form of vi-
olence.

“What happened today is entirely the result of the
BJP’s own actions. While ordinary people are suffer-
ing terribly, BJP leaders went there with a convoy of
more than ten cars just for a photo shoot without car-
rying any relief materials. Naturally, the local people
became agitated. This incident is a direct consequence
of the BJP’s long history of wrongdoing and neglect
of people’s needs,” he said.

Ghosh said TMC workers have been tirelessly help-
ing people on the ground from the very beginning not
just posting on social media like BJP’s warriors, but
actually standing by the affected people. (PTI)

KOLKATA, Oct 6: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Monday called the floods and
the ensuing destruction in north
Bengal “man-made”, and blamed
the DVC for “unrestricted” release
of water, resulting in overflowing
rivers in the southern parts of the
state.

Banerjee also announced a com-
pensation of ` 5 lakh to the next of
kin of those who died in the floods
and landslides, besides offering a
job of home guard to one member
of the bereaved families.

“We have so far received reports
of 23 people who have died in the
north Bengal floods. The region re-
ceived over 300 mm of rainfall,
sustaining for over 12 hours on
Saturday night and early Sunday,”
she said.

The CM was talking to reporters
at Kolkata airport before leaving
for Bagdogra to oversee relief and
rescue operations in the flood-rav-
aged areas of north Bengal.

Incessant rainfall in the upper
reaches of the state over the last 48
hours have led to widespread
flooding in the districts of Darjee-
ling, Kalimpong, Jalpaiguri,
Alipurduars and Cooch Behar, of-
ficials said.

The Nagrakata area of the
Dooars and the Mirik region in
Darjeeling are the worst affected
on account of landslides and resi-
dential properties getting washed
away, they said.

“From the night before last, the
chief secretary, the DGP, and I
closely monitored the North Ben-
gal situation. In North Bengal...
there was over 300 mm of rain-
fall, which continued for 12
hours straight. Then, water from
Bhutan gushed in through the
Sankosh (river), and Sikkim’s
water flooded several areas,”
Banerjee said.

She pointed towards the
Hooghly river flowing close to the
danger mark, and alleged that
water from Bihar and UP were
being released from Farakka, leav-
ing Bengal’s rivers in a vulnerable
state.

“The DVC is releasing water as
per its wish. The lack of desiltation
of Maithon and Panchet reservoirs
has significantly reduced their
water retention capacity. The DVC
is doing this to save Jharkhand
from flooding and Bengal is bear-
ing the brunt. We don’t mind that
Jharkhand needs to be saved. But,
we have our throats sore from ask-
ing them to carry out de-siltation
for the last two decades now,” the

CM said.
“Why do you need to have the

dams? The water could have
flowed in its natural course and
naturally drained out. All states
could then have shared the impact
equally. But, it is Bengal that’s at
the receiving end. The water is
being released through the Durga-
pur and Farakka barrages, and our
roads and bridges are getting
washed out,” she said.

Banerjee said she has received a
communication from the Bhutan
government on Sunday, expressing
sympathies.

“We had requested them to re-
lease water slowly because once it
is released, it takes 2-3 days to
reach us. Still, with the amount
they released, Nagrakata was
washed away, along with Dhupguri
and many areas of Jalpaiguri,
Alipurduar, Matigara, Darjeeling,
and Mirik. The worst-affected re-
gions are Nagrakata and Mirik, as
well as Jorebunglow and
Kalimpong,” she stated.

Banerjee said many tourists
have already been rescued, though
one person from Diamond Harbour
remains missing.

“We will bring back about 500
tourists today from the region. We
are using 45 Volvo buses and buses
of the North Bengal State Trans-
port Corporation, and have made
temporary stay arrangements for
others in Siliguri,” she said, adding
that the state government has left
instructions with the hotels not to
evacuate stranded tourists.

“Bringing all tourists back is our
responsibility,” the chief minister
asserted.

Banerjee stated that she, accom-
panied by Chief Secretary Manoj
Pant, would reach Hashimara first
and head towards the flood-rav-
aged area of Nagrakata. She will
move towards the affected regions
of Mirik on Tuesday.

“The DGP has already reached
north Bengal. I have asked minis-
ter Aroop Biswas and Siliguri
Mayor Goutam Deb to reach
Dhupguri to oversee relief opera-
tions,” she said. (PTI)
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CUTTACK, Oct 6: Eight people
were arrested on Monday in con-
nection with the violence in
Odisha’s Cuttack, where a 12-hour
bandh was underway amid heavy
security deployment with pro-
hibitory orders in place, officials
said.

Speaking to reporters, Commis-
sioner of Police S Dev Datta Singh
said three cases were registered
and eight people were arrested in
connection with Sunday’s attack
on police by VHP activists.

“The situation is under control,”
he said.

Senior police officer Amarenda
Panda and Cuttack DCP Khilari
Rishikesh Dnyandeo were among
the 25 people injured in the attack.
Panda was admitted to the ICU of
the SCB Medical College and Hos-
pital, officials said.

Police said raids were continu-
ing in different parts of the city
after some of the “mischief mon-
gers” were identified through
CCTV footage.

Clashes broke out in the early
hours of Saturday near Haathi
Pokhari in the Daraghabazar area
as locals objected to loud music
being played in immersion pro-
cessions. What started as an ar-
gument soon escalated, leading
to the hurling of stones and glass
bottles.

Six people, including Dnyan-
deo, were injured in the clashes.

Alleging that the police failed to
stop the attack on the processions,
the Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP)
called a 12-hour bandh on Mon-
day.

On Sunday, a motorcycle rally
by VHP activists in support of the
bandh was stopped by the police
when they reached the trouble-torn
area, leading to a fresh bout of vi-
olence. The VHP activists hurled

stones at the police, who used lathi
charge, tear gas shells and rubber
bullets to bring the situation under
control.

Several shops in the Gouris-
hankar Park area were allegedly
set on fire during the violence.

The bandh, which began at 6
am, evoked a mixed response but
remained incident-free.

Government offices and educa-
tional institutions were functioning
with thin attendance. Markets and
petrol pumps remained open, and
public transport was available on
the road, but less than usual due to
the slew of restrictions imposed by
the police.

ACP Narasingha Bhol said
1,800 personnel of the state police
have been deployed along with
around 800 personnel of the Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces (CAPFs),
and Odisha Swift Action Force in
the city.

Police patrols are continuing in
sensitive areas, he said, adding that
restrictions have also been im-
posed on entry into the city.

“People from outside are not al-
lowed entry into Cuttack city, ex-
cept those working here and
patients travelling to the SCB
Medical College and Hospital.
Passenger buses are being stopped

at the entry points. All the entry
points of the city have been
blocked to keep a check on the
movement of anti-social ele-
ments,” he said.

ADG (Law and Order) Sanjay
Kumar said that there was no re-
port of any untoward incident, with
all agencies on high alert.

He said senior officers are mon-
itoring the situation on the field,
and directions have been issued for
taking prompt action against any-
one found taking the law into their
hands.

The prohibitory orders were im-
posed for 36 hours till 10 am on
Tuesday in 13 of the 20 police sta-
tion areas of the city, officials said.

Internet services were also sus-
pended for 24 hours from 7 pm on
Sunday to prevent a flare-up, they
said.

In a statement, the Odisha Police
urged the people to verify informa-
tion before sharing it on social
media and to refrain from posting
false and inflammatory content.

“Some individuals are creating
an atmosphere of unrest in society
by creating and spreading fake
news. Strict action will be taken
against those who are spreading
and circulating false or misleading
information,” it said. (PTI)

8 arrested in connection with Cuttack violence,
bandh underway amid heavy security

Rescue ops on as several remain missing

Winners to be announced at awards ceremony in Rio de Janeiro

NEW DELHI, Oct 6: Over 7.4 crore
people are eligible to vote in the up-
coming Bihar Assembly elections in-
cluding 14 lakh first-time voters,
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar announced on Mon-
day. The CEC asserted that the Bihar
elections will be conducted in a trans-
parent and peaceful manner.

“There are a total of 7.42 crore vot-
ers in Bihar, of which 3.92 crore are
males and 3.5 crore are women. There
are 14 lakh first-time voters and 4
lakh senior citizen voters,” Kumar
said at a press conference.

At least 14,000 voters in the state
are aged above 100 years.

A total of 90,712 polling stations
are being set up in Bihar, he said.

The CEC said strict directives have
been given to the administration “for
zero tolerance to any violence and
there is no scope for any threat to vot-
ers or candidates”. (PTI)

Over 7.4 crore 
voters in Bihar: CEC

Gyanesh Kumar
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Mizoram: Bypoll to Dampa seat on
November 11, counting on November 14

5202 / 21

Maring Students’ Union condemns Khoibu Tribe Festival

Nagaland University researchers develop 
flexible supercapacitor for wearables, EVs

Two dead in 
Meghalaya accident

IMPHAL, OCT 6: The Maring
Students’ Union (MSU) has ex-
pressed its “deep” resentment and
“serious” concern upon learning
that a “group identifying them-
selves as the so-called 'Khoibu
tribe', who wants separation from
the Maring community for reasons
best known to them, are organiz-
ing a festival on October 7, 2025,
at Khangshim village, a model vil-
lage built and developed by the
Maring community as a centre for
collective growth and future de-
velopment”. 

The MSU said it was regrettable
that certain vested individuals,
driven by personal ambition and
greed for position, are misleading
the people in the name of a sepa-
rate tribe. 

“Their continuous lobbying
with the Government of Ma-
nipur, the Government of India,
and the GPRN for a separate
recognition is a deliberate at-
tempt to distort history, divide

the Maring people, and under-
mine the unity and integrity of
our community”, the MSU also
said, adding, “Such divisive acts
are not only misleading but also
an insult to the sacrifices and
contributions of our forefathers
who have preserved the Maring
identity through generations”.

The Maring Students’ Union
then said that there is absolutely
no gain in breaking away from

one’s root and heritage. 
“On the contrary, such actions

only sow the seeds of identity cri-
sis and confusion among innocent
youths. We take this development
as a direct challenge to the tradi-
tion, culture, and identity of the
Maring tribe, values which we
will defend at all costs”, the MSU
added.

The MSU also said that if cer-
tain individuals now claim to be-

long to a different tribe, they
should hold their Haichingbawng
celebration somewhere else which
is not the ancestral land of the
Maring people. 

It asserted that any attempt to
conduct such activities within
Maring ancestral territory will be
regarded as a provocative and un-
acceptable act.

The MSU then cautioned the or-
ganizers of the October 7 event to
refrain from any actions that could
disturb peace and harmony in the
area. 

“Should any untoward incident
arise as a consequence of their de-
liberate disregard for this public
notice, the entire responsibility
will rest solely upon the organis-
ers”, it warned.

The Maring Students’ Union
(MSU) then said it “stands united
and resolute in protecting the land,
culture, and identity of the Maring
people against any divisive or mis-
leading attempts”. (NNN)

AIZAWL, Oct 6: By-election to
Dampa assembly seat in Mizoram's
Mamit district will be held on No-
vember 11, a senior poll official
said.

According to the schedule an-
nounced by the Election Commis-
sion in Delhi on Monday, the
Dampa bypoll will be held along
with by-elections in Jharkhand,
Punjab and Telangana and the sec-
ond phase of Bihar assembly polls,
state Chief Electoral Officer (CEO)
Ethel Rothangpuii said.

The last date for filing nomina-
tion is October 21 and the last date
for withdrawal of candidature is on
October 24, she said.

Scrutiny of nomination papers
will be held on October 22, she
said.

Counting of votes polled in Bihar
assembly elections and bypolls to
other states, including Mizoram,
will be held on November 14,
Rothangpuii said.

The Dampa bypoll was neces-
sitated by the death of incumbent
Mizo National Front (MNF) leg-
islator Lalrintluanga Sailo on July
21.

The ruling Zoram People's
Movement (ZPM) has fielded Mizo
singer and preacher Vanlalsailova,
while main opposition Mizo Na-
tional Front (MNF) has nominated
its senior vice president and former
health minister Dr R Lalthangliana
and Congress has fielded party vice
president and former minister John
Rotluangaliana.

The BJP nominated former Con-
gress leader Lalhmangaiha, who re-
cently joined the saffron party.

There are 20,790 voters, includ-
ing 10,185 female electors in
Dampa, according to final roll pub-

lished on September 30.
There are 41 polling stations

within Dampa constituency, with
Silsury-1 polling station having the
highest number of voters at 1,103,
while Zopui polling station has the
least at 30 voters, the election de-
partment said.

For MNF, the Dampa bypoll is
crucial as it will decide whether the
party would be able to hold the post
of the leader of opposition in the
40-member assembly. The party
now has nine MLAs, while at least
10 members are required for a party
to hold the post of LoP. (PTI)

2 powerful IEDs found in Jiribam

HITO seeks urgent clarification from Meghalaya
Govt on ambiguous MBBS state quota policy

Assam ready to extend all possible help in rescue
efforts in landslide-hit Bengal, Sikkim: Himanta

Tamenglong bodies on land issue

NEW DELHI, Oct 6: Researchers
at Nagaland University have devel-
oped a flexible supercapacitor device
capable of powering next-generation
wearable electronics, electric vehi-
cles (EVs), and renewable energy
systems, a breakthrough that has the
potential to transform energy storage
technologies, according to officials.

This is a first-of-its-kind study to
compare tungsten, vanadium, and
cobalt doping in molybdenum dise-
lenide for energy storage. Signifi-
cantly, the researchers went beyond
lab-scale material development and
built a working prototype of the flex-
ible supercapacitor, demonstrating
its practical viability, they said.

While the immediate applications
include health-monitoring devices,
IoT gadgets, and robotics, the inno-
vation also holds potential for elec-
tric vehicles. Such flexible
supercapacitors could improve re-
generative braking systems, provide
quick acceleration boosts, and ex-
tend battery lifespans, they said.

Vijeth H, Assistant Professor at
Nagaland University, said such re-
search could help India reduce de-
pendence on imported batteries
while boosting clean energy and
storage technologies under the vision
of ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’.

The findings of the research have
been published in RSC Advances, a
peer-reviewed scientific journal pub-
lished by the Royal Society of
Chemistry.

“This device combines flexibility,

high energy storage, and durability,
which are critical for future portable
and wearable technologies. The
study is the first to compare tung-
sten, vanadium, and cobalt doping in
molybdenum diselenide for energy
storage. Among them, cobalt proved
most effective.

“The team used a simple, eco-
friendly hydrothermal process to
synthesise the material, making the
innovation scalable for industrial
adoption,” he said.

This research not only showcases
scientific excellence from the North
East but also strengthens India's
path toward sustainable and self-re-
liant energy solutions, the professor
said.

Pewe-u Marhu, Research Scholar,
Department of Physics, Nagaland
University, explained that the next
steps involve optimising the elec-
trode–electrolyte interface, improv-
ing safety with solid-state gel
electrolytes, and scaling up the
process to pilot-level production.

“Industry collaborations are also
being explored to bring the technol-
ogy closer to commercialisation. The
research was carried out entirely at
Nagaland University with advanced
characterisation support from the In-
dian Institute of Science (IISc) Ban-
galore through its INUP Program.

“Funding came from the Anu-
sandhan National Research Founda-
tion (ANRF), which is also driving a
national initiative on 2D materials,”
Marhu said. (PTI)

SHILLONG, Oct 6: The
Hynñiewtrep Integrated Territorial
Organisation (HITO) has written
to Meghalaya Chief Secretary
Shakil Ahamed seeking urgent
clarification on the “confusion”
surrounding the implementation of
the MBBS state quota allotment in
the state.

It said the “ambiguity” stems
from the absence of a clear, codi-
fied policy governing reservation
in higher and professional educa-
tion since Meghalaya’s inception.

The issue has been ongoing for
decades, with the government re-
lying on “conventional practice”
without a formal policy or notifi-
cation, HITO added.

This has led to uncertainty
among students and institutions

about the legal basis of the current
quota system, it further added.

“Given the urgency of the ongo-
ing admission process and the irre-
versible nature of seat allotments,
HITO requests your immediate
clarification on...the specific legal
or policy framework under which
the present MBBS State Quota
reservation has been implemented,
whether any official notification,
cabinet approval, or regulation ex-
ists to authorize reservation in
higher and professional studies
and whether the Government in-
tends to issue a formal and codi-
fied Reservation Policy to
prevent recurring confusion in
future admission cycles,” HITO
president Donbok Dkhar said in
the letter to the CS.

“A clear and timely clarification
from your office will not only up-
hold transparency but also protect
the interests of hundreds of stu-
dents whose educational prospects
now hang in the balance. We trust
your good office will treat this
matter with the urgency and seri-
ousness it demands and ensure that
this long-standing ambiguity is fi-
nally addressed through proper
legal and administrative action,”
he added.

Dkhar had also referred to the
Meghalaya High Court's order on
September 15, 2023, citing the
government’s letter of September
13, 2023 had merely stated that
“the principle and spirit of the
Reservation Policy is extended/ap-
plied for admission in State Gov-
ernment Educational Institutions
including higher and professional
studies through conventional prac-
tice.”

“With due respect, this reply has
only deepened the confusion rather
than resolving it. The continued re-
liance on “conventional practice”
— without any formal policy, rule,
or government notification —
leaves both students and institu-
tions uncertain about the legal
basis of the current quota system,”
he said while adding that this am-
biguity, persisting since statehood,
is now directly affecting the aca-
demic futures of deserving stu-
dents. (NNN)

IMPHAL, Oct 6: Two suspected
drug peddlers were arrested in Ma-
nipur's Imphal East district, police
said on Monday.

‘World is Yours’ or WY tablets
weighing 2 kg and ` 38 lakh in
cash were recovered from them,
they said. The arrests were made
from their respective residences at
Khomidok Sorok Mapal and
Kairang on Sunday. The accused
were identified as Md Ethem Khan
and Raju Khan, police said.

WY, also known as 'Yaba' --
which means 'crazy medicine' in
Thai, is a mixture of meth and caf-
feine. A popular drug across South-
east Asia, it was first used during
the Second World War to keep
troops hyperactive. (PTI)

IMPHAL, Oct 6: Two powerful
improvised explosive devices
(IEDs) were found in Manipur's
Jiribam district, police said on
Monday.

Acting on intelligence inputs,
personnel of the Assam Rifles con-
ducted a search operation in
Makha Basti near the state's border
with Assam's Cachar district on
Sunday, they said.

“Two IEDs weighing 12 kg
along with three electric power
sources, and 12 metre of detona-
tion cord were recovered,” an offi-
cer said.

The IEDs were destroyed by the
bomb disposal squad, he said. (PTI)

Suspected drug 
peddlers arrested

IMPHAL, Oct 6: The Civil Society Organizations Tamenglong (INU-
TZ, LNCM-TZ, RNCM-TL, ZNCM, JTWA-TZ, CSAT, & VACC-
Tamenglong, Tamei, Tousem) on Monday strongly condemned the no-
tification issued by the Land Resources Department, Government of
Manipur, on September 18, 2025, regarding the procedure for sale, pur-
chase, and registration of land in the Manipur state.

In an unanimous resolution, the civil society organisations of Tamen-
glong said it takes this government order as a direct assault on the con-
stitutional rights and traditional land holding systems of the tribal
communities in the “Hill Areas” of Manipur. “The order, which seeks
to impose a uniform land revenue system across the entire state, bla-
tantly contravenes the special protections guaranteed under Article
371C of the Indian Constitution and the provisions of the Hill Areas
Committee (HAC) Order of 1972”, the civil society organisations of
Tamenglong further stated.

They highlighted that the tribal lands in the Hill Areas are governed
by age-old traditional and customary practices, with ownership vested
in individuals, communities, clans, and chiefs. 

The Second Schedule of the Manipur Legislative Assembly (Hill
Areas Committee) Order, 1972, explicitly places matters concerning
land in the Hill Areas within the purview of the HAC, the organisations
of Tamenglong added.

The Tamenglong bodies then said the state government’s notification
is unconstitutional and illegal. “By bypassing the Hill Areas Committee
(HAC) and ignoring the distinct socio-cultural and land tenure systems
of the tribal people, “the government is attempting to undermine the
very fabric of our society”. 

They added by saying “This move is seen as a precursor to the dis-
possession of tribal lands and the erosion of our identity”.

The civil society organisations of Tamenglong then said they fully
and unequivocally endorsed the memorandum submitted by the United
Naga Council (UNC) to the Governor of Manipur on September 25,
2025 on the issue. The civil society organisations then said they “stand
in solidarity with the UNC and other tribal bodies in opposing this dra-
conian order”.

The civil society organizations of Tarnenglong then warned that the
implementation of such a notification, without regard for the constitu-
tional safeguards and tribal land rights, will inevitably lead to severe
social unrest, instability, and conflict within the state.

Therefore, the civil society organisations of Tamenglong demanded
that the state government immediately cancel the notification dated Sep-
tember 18, 2025, issued by the Land Resources Department.

They also demanded the government to respect and uphold the pro-
visions of Article 371C and the Hill Areas Committee Order, 1972. 

They further demanded the government to refrain from introducing
any land-related policy without prior consultation and explicit consent
from the tribal communities through their constituted bodies.

The civil society organisations of Tamenglong then appealed to
the Governor of Manipur to intervene in this critical matter to pro-
tect the rights of the tribal people and ensure peace and harmony in
the state. (NNN)

3 militants arrested in Manipur

Union warns against disturbing ancestral land

SHILLONG, Oct 6: Two persons were killed and three others injured
when a speeding lorry collided head-on with a government vehicle
along NH-6 in Meghalaya's Ri-Bhoi district on Sunday night, police
said.

The deceased have been identified as Sanbirth M. Momin, driver of
the Bolero vehicle belonging to the department of Sports and Youth Af-
fairs, Resubelpara, and Smart Sangma. The injured include the lorry
driver, Anil Dorjee, handyman Bibash Thapa, and Nilkash M. Momin.

Police said preliminary investigation said the lorry swerved across
lanes before hitting the Bolero, which was travelling towards Shillong.

Authorities in the district said the driver and handyman of the lorry
are recovering in hospital and will be arrested soon.

This accident comes two days after another incident in Ri-Bhoi
that claimed the lives of four teenage girls — Phibapyntngen Ryn-
jah, Lashimti Nongrum, Theresa Nongrum, and Ridahunlang Non-
grum.

An 11-year-old girl, Lupharisa Nongrum, survived that crash with
serious injuries and is currently undergoing treatment in hospital.

Police have launched investigations into both accidents and are ex-
amining the circumstances that led to the collisions.

Local residents expressed shock at the back-to-back tragedies, high-
lighting the need for greater road safety measures in the district.

Officials have urged motorists to exercise caution, particularly on
National Highway-6, which witnesses heavy vehicular traffic and
sometimes unruly and rash driving.

The department of sports and youth affairs confirmed the loss of its
driver and said it is coordinating with the families of the victims for
support.

Traffic was temporarily disrupted along the highway following the
accident, but has since resumed after police and emergency services
cleared the site. Investigations are ongoing to determine the exact cause
of the collisions and whether negligence or speeding contributed to the
incidents. (PTI)

IMPHAL, Oct 6: Three militants were
arrested in separate operations in Manipur,
police said on Monday. A cadre of the
banned Peoples' Liberation Army was ar-
rested from the Keirenphabi Maning
Leikai area in the Bishnupur district. Khu-
mukcham Biren Meitei (40) was accused
of extorting shopkeepers, schools and col-
leges, they said.

Another self-styled lieutenant of the
outfit was arrested from the Ningth-
oukhong area of the district on Saturday.
Khangembam Manglemba Singh (46)
monitored the movement of security per-
sonnel and shared the information with
members of his outfit, they added.

PLA mainly operates from its camps in
neighbouring Myanmar. The outfit was in-
volved in the ambush on an Assam Rifles
convoy on September 19 at Nambol Sabal
Leikai, in which two personnel were
killed. (PTI)

‘Device combines flexibility, high energy storage, and durability, 
which are critical for future portable and wearable technolo

Sikkim CM condoles deaths due
to landslides, floods in Bengal

GANGTOK, Oct 6: Sikkim Chief
Minister Prem Singh Tamang on
Monday expressed grief over the
loss of lives due to landslides and
floods in West Bengal’s Darjeeling
and nearby areas.

The toll in the floods and land-
slides in northern West Bengal rose
to 28 on Monday, officials said.

“I am deeply saddened to learn
of the devastating floods and land-
slides that have caused immense
hardship and loss in Darjeeling,”
Tamang said in a social media post.

“My heartfelt condolences go
out to all those who have lost their
loved ones and homes in this
tragedy. May the departed souls
rest in eternal peace,” he said.

Tamang also expressed appreci-
ation for those working selflessly
in the relief and rescue efforts in
the affected region.

Torrential rainfall has also
lashed Sikkim over the past few
days, triggering floods and land-
slides at several places, the offi-
cials said. (PTI)

GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
on Monday expressed concern over the loss of lives in West Ben-
gal's Darjeeling due to landslides, and the situation in rain-battered
Sikkim, assuring all possible assistance to tide over the crisis.

“We are extremely distressed by the devastation and loss of lives
in Darjeeling and elsewhere in North Bengal due to heavy rains,”
Sarma said in a post on X. The toll in the devastating landslides in
Darjeeling district has risen to 24, as disaster management personnel
continued rescue operations on Monday, with several people still miss-
ing and thousands of tourists stranded in cut-off hill pockets.

“On behalf of the people of Assam, we are ready to provide any
support to the Govt of West Bengal in rescue and relief operations,”
the CM said. He also said that the people of Assam 'stand shoulder
to shoulder with our brothers and sisters in Sikkim in this hour of
crisis.

“The Government of Assam is committed to extend any possible
assistance that is required to deal with ongoing floods and land-
slides,” Sarma said, tagging Sikkim Chief Minister P S Tamang
Golay in his post. (PTI)

IMPHAL, Oct 6: Flight opera-
tions were temporarily suspended
at the Imphal airport in Manipur on
Monday afternoon after a drone
was sighted, raising security con-
cerns, officials said.

An IndiGo flight from Agartala
to Imphal reported the drone
around 2 pm on its final approach
path from the city side, at an alti-
tude between 3,600 and 4,000 feet,
they said.

Flight operations at the airport
were temporarily suspended as a
precautionary safety measure, they
added.

“Normal operations resumed
only after necessary security clear-
ance was obtained from the state
police,” an official said. (PTI)

Fight ops suspended at Imphal
airport after sighting of drone

Embrace Indian products,
strengthen nation's economy:

Nagaland Dy CM to people
KOHIMA, Oct 6: Nagaland
Deputy Chief Minister Y Patton on
Monday urged people to embrace
Indian products and strengthen the
nation's economy.

Addressing a press conference at
the state BJP office here, Patton
said that by choosing locally-made
‘swadeshi’ products, people will
take a decisive step towards build-
ing a self-reliant India.

He said the revival of indigenous
consciousness laid the ground for
the vision of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’,
spearheaded by PM Narendra
Modi through initiatives such as
Make in India.

He noted that India had trans-
formed from a non-producer of
PPE kits to manufacturing crores
of them within months during the
pandemic, and is now producing
and exporting advanced defence
equipment. (PTI)
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NEW DELHI, Oct 6: Actor
and athlete Saiyami Kher has
been named the official ambas-
sador for Ironman India, becom-
ing the face of the event after
completing the gruelling Iron-
man 70.3 triathlon twice in less
than a year.

Saiyami, known for movies
such as "Ghoomer", "Choked",
"Jaat" and "8 A.M. Metro", suc-
cessfully completed her first
Ironman 70.3 in September
2024 and her second in July
2025, a feat that makes her the
only Indian actor to achieve the
milestone, according to a press
release. 

The Ironman 70.3 — also
known as the Half
Ironman — is one of
the toughest en-
durance challenges in
the world, requiring
participants to cover
a total distance of
70.3 miles (113 km)
comprising a 1.9 km
swim, 90 km cycle
ride, and 21.1 km
run, all in a single
day.

In recognition of her
consistency

and commitment to the sport,
the Ironman International Com-
mittee has appointed her as the
face of Ironman India — an ho-
nour reserved for individuals
who embody the spirit of perse-
verance and strength.

“I'm truly honored and excited
to be the face of Ironman India,
which takes place in Goa on the
9th of November. This journey
represents everything I believe
in passion, consistency, and the
refusal to give up.

"Completing the Ironman 70.3
twice in less than a year wasn't

about chas-
ing

records; it was about challeng-
ing my own limits. Every swim
stroke, every uphill ride, every
step of the run reminded me of
how much the human body and
mind are capable of,” she said.

For Saiyami, Ironman isn't
just a race, it's a "mindset and a
way of life".

"I've always loved pushing
boundaries whether in sport or
as an actor and I hope my jour-
ney can inspire more Indians,
especially women, to embrace
endurance sports. It makes me
so happy to see the growth in
participation from Indians each
year, and it's heartening to

watch this community
grow stronger. The joy,

resilience, and self-belief that
come with it are life-changing,”
she added.

Saiyami, who has balanced a
career in cinema with her pas-
sion for athletics, said the expe-
rience of training for and
completing the Ironman was
nothing short of transformative.

As the newly appointed am-
bassador, she aims to encourage
more Indians to take up en-
durance sports and promote a
culture of fitness and mental
strength. (PTI) 
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MUMBAI, Oct 6: A film city modelled on the one currently
operating in Mumbai’s Goregaon area will come up at Igatpuri,
a hill town in Nashik district in North Maharashtra, as the state
government on Monday approved land for the project. The pro-
posed film city in Igatpuri, around 150km from Mumbai, will be
modelled on Mumbai’s Dadasaheb Phalke Chitranagri, a sprawl-
ing complex housing indoor studios, outdoor sets, and facilities
for filming movies and television shows.

The decision to allocate land for the project was taken at a
meeting chaired by Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar (finance
& planning) where senior cabinet members Chhagan Bhujbal
(food, civil supplies & consumer protection) and Ashish Shelar
(IT and cultural affairs) were also present.

Speaking at the meeting held at Sahyadri Guest House in
south Mumbai, Pawar said the revenue department has been di-
rected to transfer the earmarked government land in Igatpuri to
the department of cultural affairs for the proposed hub for the
Indian film industry. Bhujbal, an MLA from Nashik district,
noted the proposed site at Igatpuri is naturally rich and scenic
and easily accessible from the financial and entertainment capi-
tal via the Balasaheb Thackeray Maharashtra Samruddhi High-
way. (PTI)

GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Sikkimese
filmmaker Tribeny Geeta Rai's debut
film Shape of Momo, which ex-
plores the experiences of women
navigating and negotiating social
norms across generations, has won
two awards at the recently concluded
Busan International Film festival.

Shape of Momo, a Nepali film,
won the Taipei Film Commission
Award and the Songwon Vision
Award in the Vision Section of the
Busan International Film Festival.

"Busan gave credibility to our
work. It is special for a film from
Sikkim, in Nepali, to be seen at such
a platform. It gave visibility and
connected us with audiences who
share cultural similarities in Asia,"
Tribeny told PTI.

She said that she was excited
about the film premiering at the in-
ternational film festival.

"We are over the moon that our
film has won two awards at Busan,
and I thank our incredible cast and
crew for bringing this story to life",
she said.

“Awards add credibility, but
with or without them, we
would still be the same
bunch of filmmak-
ers - searching
and persever-
ing", she
added.

The 114-
minute film
is the story
of a young
woman,
Bishnu, re-
turning to
her Hi-
malayan vil-
lage after
quitting her job
and the family
pressures and soci-
etal expectations she
faces.

Bishnu must choose be-
tween tradition and independence
with her pregnant sister's arrival and
a growing bond with a "suitable"
boy, Tribeny said.

"The film came from a need to ex-
press myself. Women from rural
areas struggle to be independent, and
when they do, they often feel caught
between the city and the village",
she said.

The filmmaker said that she felt
this deeply when she returned to her
village, Nandok in East Sikkim, after
finishing her studies at the Satyajit
Ray Film and Television Institute
(SRFTI).

"The film is, however, more than
my own story. It is a layered and nu-
anced reflection on gender, class and
the struggles of ordinary people to
live on their own terms", she said.

Tribeny pointed out that for her,
filmmaking is an earnest reflection

of life and even in this film, "I have
tried to objectively share the experi-
ences of several women, including
my own, as truthfully as possible,”
she said.

"My job as a filmmaker is to be
observant. Like any other art form,
cinema is a way of getting closer to
understanding what life is. I also be-
lieve that cinema is not merely a
spectacle or an escape; its essence
lies in the smaller details that gradu-
ally reveal a larger universe", she
said.

Tribeny said that most of her crew
members are from film schools such
as SRFTI and FTII.

"It was very important for me to
work with like-minded people, as it
made the entire process deeply col-
laborative and meaningful. I don't
think I would have been able to
make this film without Kislay, who
is the co-writer, co-editor and one of
the producers of the film", she said.

She said that the filmmaking in-
dustry in Sikkim is still at a nascent
stage and for an independent film-

maker, the challenges are endless.
"I thought making the

film would be the
hardest part, but I

have since
learned that fig-

uring out what
to do with the
film after
making it
can be even
more diffi-
cult", she
said.

Besides,
working

with a lim-
ited budget

had its own
struggles but

also some unique
advantages, as it cer-

tainly forced us to be
creative and resourceful, the

filmmaker added.
Tribeny said that she grew up in a

household where television viewing
was restricted, and until class 10, she
mostly watched Doordarshan on TV
which she believes nurtured her
habit of reading stories.

"The love for storytelling grew
naturally and eventually brought me
to filmmaking. I cannot pinpoint one
single moment that led me here. It
was a series of influences and expe-
riences that shaped this path", she
said.

Asked about her future film proj-
ects, Rai said there were a couple of
ideas, but these are yet to be fully
developed.

"I, however, know that my next
work will continue to explore the na-
ture of human beings, as that is what
intrigues me the most at this point in
my life", she said. (PTI)

SIKKIMESE 
FILMMAKER
TRIBENY GEETA
RAI’S ‘SHAPE OF
MOMO’ WINS TWO
AWARDS AT BUSAN
FILM FESTIVAL

SAIYAMI KHER NAMED
OFFICIAL AMBASSADOR
FOR IRONMAN INDIA

Another film city to
come up at Igatpuri
in Nashik district;
govt approves land
for project

LOS ANGELES, Oct 6: Holly-
wood actor Channing Tatum, known
for his work in projects such as "Fly
Me to the Moon", "21 Jump Street",
and "Coach Carter", says the current
situation of the industry is "a con-
fused pipeline of possibilities" due
to streaming platforms.

Tatum, who is currently promot-
ing his upcoming film
"Roofman", spoke at
the chat show "Hot
Ones". According to
the actor, some in-
dividuals in the in-
dustry get
"incentivized" to
appear in subpar
productions.

The "Fly Me to
the Moon" actor
said, "I think, now,
when you get asked to
do a movie, or you’re
trying to get a movie
made, it’s a very
confused
pipeline of
possibili-
ties." 

He added, "It really feels like, at
times, that you’re incentivized to
make bad things to get paid, rather
than make something really, really
good, for the fucking people that ac-
tually get to see these things and
(for the type of) people that I want
to see these movies, the person that
I was when I was a kid. And I want
good movies." Tatum concluded,

"I’m like, ‘Man, I want to give
my money to the good
movies.’ It’s such an upside-
down moment, but I do be-
lieve that the disruption is

going to lead to something
good. I do believe that. I
do believe the streamers
came in for a reason, and
it had to change. It had to

morph." 
Also starring Kirsten Dunst,
"Roofman" is directed by

Derek Cianfrance. It is
set to release in

theatres on
October

17.
(PTI)

‘Industry is a confused
pipeline of possibilities’
says Channing Tatum

NEW DELHI, Oct 6: It has been 30
years to the day since he made his
debut with "Barsaat". Bobby Deol's
career has been a rollercoaster ride
since, the dizzying highs and terrible
lows that could make for a film script
all its own, and it is almost as if a star
has been reborn complete with a new
fan base and roles in all shades of
grey.

The chocolate box hero, better
known as Dharmendra's son when he
hit the screens in "Barsaat" opposite
another debutante and star kid Twinkle
Khanna on October 6, 1995, has
evolved into the character actor who
grabs attention with his turn as the vil-
lain in "Animal", the shady godman in
the OTT show "Aashram" and now the
suave, complex superstar of "The
Ba***ds of Bollywood".

And the star, who talks candidly
about his slump when he got no work
and was in a "horrible place" in his
life, can't be happier.

He has clawed his way back into
public reckoning and counts his many
blessings the constant support of his
family, especially his father Dharmen-

dra, and the endless love of fans.
"The love they have given me, it

gives me so much energy... without
meeting me or without speaking to me.
It really is something which no one
will ever understand till you go
through your bad times and come
back. It's the support which comes
through the love people give me," the
56-year-old actor told PTI in a Zoom
interview.

Is there any advice that he would
like to give the young Bobby?

"There's no advice because at that
age, I had to learn from my own mis-
takes. I had to go through that whole
process of what my journey would be.
I mean, you can't tell your young self
and explain to them that you should be
doing it like this and not like that," he
said. After "Barsaat", which won him
the Filmfare award for Best Male
Debut, came a series of hits, including
"Gupt", "Soldier", "Bichhoo" and
"Ajnabee". And then came the phase
of consecutive flops.

"In your life, have you ever felt
you've lost everything and you have no
one who can help you? I think every-

body goes through that one moment...
that's exactly what I went through. I
guess it was a horrible place to be at
that point in my life," he said.

Everything looked "very distant,
very far away", said the actor, admit-
ting that he had no one else but him-
self to blame.

"It was all my own doing to give up
like that. And once you realise that,
and once you get up on your own two
feet, because no one can hold your
hand and make you walk forward, I
decided to start changing things in my
life."

"Sometimes people don't learn from
those moments. And I think that's one
of the reasons why I am here today
and talking about my 30 years."

Acting, Bobby said, had always
been his true passion.

"I had no plan then - I just wanted to
be an actor. I grew up watching films,
watching my father on screen, and
somewhere that magic got into my
system. My father has given some of
the biggest hits in Hindi cinema, and
beyond the numbers, he’s been my
greatest support.

"When I told him I wanted to act, he
didn’t hesitate for a second - he just
said, ‘Go for it.’ That belief has stayed
with me all these years," Bobby said.

The actor thanks superstars Shah
Rukh Khan and Salman Khan for com-
ing to his aid when he was struggling
to find work.

"Both Shah Rukh and Salman have
been very kind and generous over the
years. I remember Salman offering me
one of the biggest films of my career
with 'Race 3'. After the film, I thanked
him for believing in me, and he said,
‘It was all you - your conviction and
your hard work'."

It was 2020's "Class of '83", a police
thriller that featured Bobby as the dean
of a police academy, that marked the
beginning of his resurgence. The
movie was produced by Shah Rukh's
banner Red Chillies Entertainment.

The production company also
backed the 2022 crime thriller "Love
Hostel", in which Bobby portrayed a
ruthless killer relentlessly targeting a
young couple, showcasing a darker
and more intense side of his acting
chops.(PTI)

A star is reborn: Bobby Deol counts his
blessings and his many recent hits
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Drake Maye
leads Patriots
to 23-20 win

over Bills
ORCHARD PARK, N.Y., Oct
6: Receiver Stefon Diggs is quite
comfortable putting on a show in
Buffalo. The big difference on
Sunday night was doing so for the
Bills’ division rival New England
Patriots.

Diggs had 10 catches for 146
yards, with 119 coming in the
second half, in a 23-20 win over
the Bills sealed by Andy Borre-
gales hitting a 52-yard field goal
with 15 seconds remaining.

In teaming up with quarterback
Drake Maye and Rhamondre
Stevenson, who scored two
touchdowns rushing, the Patriots
left the NFL without an unde-
feated team five weeks into the
season.

Diggs followed up his six-
catch, 101-yard outing in in last
week’s 43-13 win over Carolina
by topping it in the 31-year-old’s
first return to Orchard Park, New
York, since his four-year stint in
Buffalo ended with him being
traded to Houston in April 2024.

“It was lit, prime time,” said
Diggs, who set nearly every sin-
gle-season franchise receiving
record in Buffalo during his four-
year tenure. “It was electrifying.
I knew it was going to be a test for
us.”

It’s a test the up-and-coming
Patriots passed under Maye, the
blossoming second-year starter,
first-year coach Mike Vrabel and
veteran running back Rhamondre
Stevenson, who scored on 4- and
7-yard runs.

The Patriots won back-to-back
games for the first time since win-
ning three in a row midway
through the 2022 season. New
England has a winning record
through five games for the first
time since opening the 2019 sea-
son 8-0.

And the Patriots tightened the
AFC East race by moving within
one game of the five-time defend-
ing division champion Bills (4-1).

Maye finished 22 of 30 for 273
yards, and was near-perfect in the
second half by going 13 of 14 for
184 yards. No throw was more
impressive than when he began
the final drive by eluding the
grasp of Bills defensive tackle
DaQuan Jones and getting off a
12-yard completion to Diggs.

“You know this was his story-
book,” Maye said of the receiver
who signed with New England in
March, and after his time in
Houston was cut short by a torn
knee ligament last season.

“Coming back here first game,
prime time, you could see it all
week. He just loves football,”
Maye said. “He’s got a lot in the
tank left, so it’s good he’s a Pa-
triot.” The Bills essentially beat
themselves in snapping a 14-
game home winning streak that
was one short of the franchise
record and dated to a 24-22 loss
to Denver on Nov. 13, 2023.

The Bills had three turnovers,
two by Allen. He muffed a hand-
off to tight end Dawson Knox to
end Buffalo’s opening drive.
Allen was also picked off by Mar-
cus Jones at New England’s 10,
with the Bills trailing 13-10.

Receiver Keon Coleman lost a
fumble at his own 11.

“We just played sloppy. Not
going to win a football game turn-
ing the ball over three times,”
Allen said. “That’s just bad foot-
ball. We just did not play good
tonight.” Allen, last season’s
MVP, finished 22 of 31 for 253
yards and threw touchdown
passes to Coleman and Curtis
Samuel. (AP) 

WORLD JUNIOR C’SHIPS: INDIA OFF TO FLYING
START; SRI LANKA EDGE UAE IN THRILLER

Defending champion Arsenal opens vs
Lyon in Women’s Champions League

ROME, Oct 6: The revamped
Women's Champions League
opens with a blockbuster matchup
between Chloe Kelly's Arsenal and
record eight-time winner Lyon on
Tuesday.

It's a rematch of last season's
semifinals — when Arsenal over-
turned a first-leg deficit and went
on to beat Barcelona in the final.

Kelly then added another trophy
when she led England to a second
straight Women's European Cham-
pionship title in July.

On Saturday, Kelly came off
the bench to score a temporary
equalizer in Arsenal's 3-2 loss to
Manchester City — her former
club. She signed a permament
deal with Arsenal in July after
playing for the London club on
loan from City for the second
half of last season.

Lyon has added some scoring
power in the offseason by signing
22-year-old Jule Brand from
Wolfsburg and Marie-Antoinette
Katoto from Paris Saint-Germain.

Brand scored two goals and pro-

vided two assists during Germany's
run to the semifinals at the Euros,
while Katoto is Paris Saint-Ger-
main's all-time top scorer with 131
goals in 152 matches.

Barcelona, which has retained
three-time Ballon d'Or winner Ai-
tana Bonmati and Alexia Putellas
amid an offseason exodus of play-
ers in fallout from financial prob-
lems in the men's team, opens at

home against Bayern Munich.
Barcelona, which reached the

past five finals and won three,
could also rely on younger players
like midfielder Clara Serrajordi,
who at 17 became the second-
youngest player to score in the
Spanish women's league against
Eibar on Saturday.

After the men switched from a
group-phase to a league-based for-

mat last season, the women's tour-
nament is making the move, too.

There are now 18 teams — two
more than in the old format — for
a 54-game league phase that ends
in December.

Teams that finish first to fourth
in the standings advance directly to
the quarterfinals. Those ranked
Nos. 5 to 12 go to a knockout play-
off round. The bottom six teams
are eliminated.

Half of the teams came through
qualifying, including Manchester
United, Real Madrid, Roma and
Paris FC.

The other matches this week are:
Juventus vs. Benfica; Paris FC vs.
OH Leuven; Twente vs. Chelsea;
Real Madrid vs. Roma; St. Polten
vs. Atleti; Manchester United vs.
Valerenga; and Wolfsburg vs. PSG.

The final will be held at Ullevaal
Stadion in Oslo, Norway, in May.

There's also a new second-tier
tournament called the Women's
Europa Cup, which is finishing up
qualifying before a 16-team draw
scheduled for next week.  (AP) 

Is Man City star Erling Haaland in the
form of his life? The stats suggest so

LONDON, Oct 6: Manchester
City striker Erling Haaland be-
lieves he is in the best form of his
career — and the statistics show
he might be right.

The scoring phenom from Nor-
way made it 18 goals from his
opening 11 games of the season
by netting City's winner against
Brentford in the Premier League.

That prompted a question: Is he
in the form of his life?

“You can say so," Haaland said.
"I've never felt better than I do
now.”

Here's a deeper look at his scor-
ing run — and how it currently
compares to other top strikers:

Is this Haaland's best goal
streak?

In a senior career spent at
Molde in Norway, Salzburg in
Austria, Borussia Dortmund in
Germany and now City, Haaland
has never scored more than 18
goals in an 11-game stretch in a
single season.

He has achieved that exact

same tally, though, on three pre-
vious occasions. And they came
in the same season.

In the 2022-23 campaign — his
first at City — Haaland had 11-
game stretches from Aug. 21-Oct.
5 and Aug. 27-Oct. 8 where he
scored 18 goals for club and
country. Those runs included hat
tricks in three consecutive home
league games.

Later that season, he again net-
ted 18 goals in an 11-game run
from March 11-May 3 — a streak
that included five goals in a
Champions League match against
Leipzig.

In his current run, Haaland also
has a five-goal match — for Nor-
way against Moldova — as well
as four doubles.

What about Haaland's run of
consecutive scoring games?

This is where Haaland has bro-
ken his personal record.

His goal against Brentford
meant he has now scored in nine
straight matches for club and

country, and he's never done that
before.

His previous best streak was
eight games in a row — from Au-
gust to October in 2021 when he
played for Dortmund, and from
August to September in 2022
soon after joining City.

What's the Premier League
record for scoring in consecutive
games?

The only game in which Haa-
land failed to score this season
was at home to Tottenham in the
Premier League on Aug. 23, when
City lost 2-0.

He has netted in all five of
City's league games since, but has
a way to go to break the record
for scoring in consecutive games.

That is held by Jamie Vardy,
who scored in 11 straight matches
in the Premier League from Au-
gust to November en route to
Leicester winning the title in
fairytale fashion.

How does Haaland compare to
the world's other top strikers this
season?

It hasn't just been a strong start
to the season for Haaland.

Harry Kane has begun even
better, scoring 19 goals in his first
11 games for Bayern Munich and
England combined — starting
with one in the German Super
Cup. The England captain has
failed to score in just one of those
matches. As for Kylian Mbappé,
he has 16 goals in his opening 12
games for Real Madrid and
France combined. He has also
failed to score in only one of
those matches. (AP) 

GUWAHATI, Oct 6: Hosts India
kicked off their mixed team cam-
paign in the Suhandinata Cup with
a commanding win over neigh-
bours Nepal, while Sri Lanka
stunned the UAE in a nail-biting
finish on the opening day of the
BWF World Junior Championships
here on Monday.

India, seeded second, experi-
mented with their line-up but still
sailed through 45-18, 45-17 in their
Group H opener, while Sri Lanka
took advantage of the changes
made by UAE to win 30-45, 45-34,
45-44. All other top countries, in-
cluding 14-time champions China,
former champions Indonesia and
South Korea had little problem
beating their respective opponents
in straight sets to get their cam-
paign rolling. The mixed team
championships is being played
under a new best of three relay-
scoring format. 

Each tie will be contested for the
best of three sets up to 45 points,
with each set comprising five
matches – one each in men's sin-
gles, women's singles, men's dou-

bles, women's doubles and mixed
doubles. Teams are also allowed to
change their players for each set. 

India took advantage of this sub-
stitution rules to give most of their
players a chance to get some match
experience as they played a differ-
ent combination in all three dou-
bles and different players in singles
in the two sets against Nepal. 

The former world junior no. 1
boys doubles pair of Bhargav Ram
Arigela and Viswa Tej Gobburu set
the ball rolling with a 9-3 win over
Kabir KC and Suprim Panta and
India never once looked in any
kind of trouble. 

Unnati Hooda and Asian U-19
championships bronze medallist
Tanvi Sharma were clinical in their
respective girls singles matches,
while Suryansh Rawat and Rounak
Chouhan warmed up for bigger
challenges without breaking any
sweat. While most Indian players
had played in a different version of
the relay-scoring format in the
Asian U-19 Mixed Team Champi-
onships, it was Unnati's first outing
in this scoring format and the

China Open quarterfinalist said
that more than her approach to the
game, she had to change her pre-
match routine more.  "I tend to take
my time with the warm up in the
21-point game. But here we have
to be at our best from the first point
and so my warm-up included a lot
more court time as we don't get any
time to warm up between the
match," she said. "Otherwise, there
was no problem as such in the
match.”

None of the other nations faced
any challenge in their opening ties
as China beat Ghana 45-14, 45-10,
Korea beat Hungary 45-22, 45-29,
Chinese Taipei defeated Brazil 45-
24, 45-19 and Indonesia got the
better of Philippines 45-27, 45-40. 

But it was a tie between Sri
Lanka and UAE that kept everyone
in the stadium glued to their seats
as the former came back from a set
down to win. Having lost the open-
ing set rather easily, Sri Lanka ben-
efitted from UAE's decision to
replace Bharath Latheesh with
Riyan Malhan in boy's singles.
(PTI)

NEW DELHI, Oct 6: Ace Indian
para shuttler Pramod Bhagat contin-
ued his golden run as he clinch three
titles at the 1st Abia Para Badminton
International tournament held in
Abia, Nigeria, from September 30 to
October 5.

The 37-year-old, who won gold at
Tokyo Paralympic but missed out of
Paris Games due to three where-
abouts failures, captured the men's
singles SL3 crown with a hard-
fought 21-7, 9-21, 21-9 win over
compatriot Mantu Kumar in the
final.

Bhagat, who won the China Para
Badminton International after re-
turning to action following a 18-
months ban, showed trademark
composure and tactical sharpness,
recovering strongly after dropping
the second game to seal the contest.

He then combined with Sukant

Kadam to add the men's doubles
gold, defeating Peru's Gerson Jair
Vargas Lostaunaul and Diana Rojas
Golac 21-13, 21-17. 

Bhagat's third title came in mixed
doubles (SL3-SU5), where he part-
nered with Arati Patil to claim an-
other close final, rounding off a
commanding all-round performance
that reaffirmed his stature as India's
most decorated para shuttler.

“Every victory motivates me to
push my limits further. Competing
at this level and bringing glory to
India is always special. I'm proud of
the hard work and the support team
behind these wins,” Bhagat said in a
release.

Bhagat's partner in doubles,
Sukant Kadam said, “Playing along-
side Pramod always pushes me to
bring my best game. Our under-
standing on court has grown

stronger with every match. This win
gives us great confidence for up-
coming international events.”

Meanwhile, Ranjit Singh bagged
three bronze medals — in men's sin-
gles WH1, men's doubles WH1-
WH2 (with Paramjit Singh) and
mixed doubles WH1-WH2 (with
Shabana).

Nurul Hossain Khan clinched sil-
ver in men's singles WH2, while
Uma Sarkar took silver in women's
singles SL3. Sarkar also partnered
Arati for a bronze in women's dou-
bles SL3-SU5.

Other notable results included
bronzes for Nilesh Gaikwad (men's
SL4) and Kanak Singh Jadaun
(women's SL4), and a clean sweep
for India in men's singles SU5, with
Karan Paneer, Rahul Vimal and
Sativada taking gold, silver and
bronze respectively. (PTI) 

Pramod Bhagat shines with triple Gold at
1st Abia Para Badminton International

Kouassi scores 
winning goal in Spirit’s

2-1 win over Wave
WASHINGTON, Oct 6: Rose-
monde Kouassi scored the winning
goal in the dying moments and the
Washington Spirit defeated the San
Diego Wave 2-1 on Sunday in the
National Women’s Soccer League.

With stoppage time ticking into
its eighth minute, Kouassi un-
leashed a curling shot from 30 yards
out. The ball soared over Wave
goalkeeper Kailen Sheridan and
into the net to seal the victory.

Elsewhere in the NWSL on Sun-
day, Gotham FC were held to a 0-0
draw at home against the Seattle
Reign, and the Chicago Stars fought
back to earn a 2-2 tie against the
Utah Royals.

Kouassi’s dramatic match-win-
ning strike came just 171 seconds
after Delphine Cascarino brought
the Wave level at 1-1 in the fifth
minute stoppage time.

Kyra Carusa split the Spirit back-
line with a pass and Cascarino burst
into the box to flick the ball beyond
goalkeeper Aubrey Kingsbury with
one touch.

Kouassi also scored the opening
goal of the match on a header in the
ninth minute. She has four goals
this season.

The Spirit (12-4-7) were unde-
feated in 11 matches and were sec-
ond in the standings. The Wave
(8-8-7) were winless in seven
matches and dropped to eighth, the
final playoff spot.

Gotham FC could not find a way
past a stubborn defensive stand by
the visiting Seattle Reign in a score-
less draw.

Sitting in third place, Gotham (9-
6-8) extended its undefeated run to
seven matches and edged closer to
clinching a playoff spot.

The Reign (9-7-7) remained in
fifth but increased their cushion
above the playoff line to six points.

Rose Lavelle crashed the cross-
bar for Gotham with a chipped shot
from the edge of the box in the 31st
minute.

Esther Gonzalez thought she had
the winning goal for Gotham when
she redirected a cross by Midge
Purce inches wide of the post in the
87th.

Gotham controlled possession
64% to 36%, and limited the Reign
to a single shot across the 90 min-
utes. Gotham finished the match
with 10 shots, with four on target.

Reign goalkeeper Claudia
Dickey finished the game with five
saves and picked up her seventh
shutout of the season. 

The Chicago Stars scored twice
in the final 10 minutes to tie the vis-
iting Utah Royals.

For the 12th place Royals (5-11-
7), the tie extended their team-
record undefeated streak to eight
games.

While already eliminated from
the playoffs, the last-place Stars (2-
11-10) have not lost at home since
May.

Utah coach Jimmy Coenraets
was forced into an early change
when defender Kaleigh Riehl
limped off in the ninth minute.
Imani Dorsey came off the bench as
her replacement.

Coenraets also made an early tac-
tical change during halftime and
switched out Ana Tejada for Aria
Nagai in the Royals’ midfield.

Mina Tanaka scored twice in the
second half to put the Royals up 2-
0. Her first came from just inside
the box in the 59th minute.

After the Royals were awarded a
penalty for a handball by Bea
Franklin, Tanaka converted the spot
kick calmly in the 66th to make it 2-
0. Ivonne Chacon ignited the come-
back for the Stars in the 83rd
minute. The Colombian forward
tapped in from a few yards out for
her first NWSL goal.

Teenager Micayla Johnson added
her first professional goal in the
86th. Johnson scored just inside the
post to bring things back level at 2-
2. (AP)

Rodri out of Spain
squad for World

Cup qualifiers
MADRID, Oct 6: Midfielder Rodri
has been dropped from Spain’s
squad for upcoming World Cup
qualifying games because of an in-
jury sustained when playing for
Manchester City in the Premier
League this weekend.

Spain said Monday that Rodri
will not play against Georgia and
Bulgaria during the international
break. The Spanish soccer federa-
tion said it made the decision after
receiving the results of medical tests
conducted by Man City.

Spain is already missing young
Barcelona forward Lamine Yamal
because of a groin ailment.

Rodri was forced off with a sus-
pected hamstring problem in the
first half of Man City’s 1-0 win at
Brentford on Sunday, the latest in-
jury blow to hit last year’s Ballon
d’Or winner.

Rodri said after the game he “felt
a little bit in the hamstring but it
seems like it’s not that much.”

“I stretched the leg a little bit, a
bit like in the Euros final. I stretched
a little bit but it’s part of the
process,” he said. “I don’t feel that
I feel tired muscle-wise, I feel fresh

but the most important thing is it’s
not that big.”

Rodri said “the good thing is the
break so it will be even better in this
sense to recover these days and
hopefully I can be in the next
game.”

Rodri looked forlorn as he
walked gingerly off the field in the
21st minute, moments after slump-
ing to the ground while clutching
the back of his right leg. He was re-
placed by Nico Gonzalez.

Rodri sustained ACL damage in
September last year that kept him
out for eight months. He missed the
start of this season after picking up
another injury, reportedly to his
groin, at the Club World Cup and
has complained of knee pain in re-
cent weeks. (AP) 
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All-round England overwhelming 
favourites against Bangladesh

GUWAHATI, Oct 6: With a line-up that
features a plethora of seasoned campaign-
ers, four-time champions England will start
as overwhelming favourites when they face
Bangladesh in their ICC Women’s ODI
World Cup league match here on Tuesday.
Both teams are coming off convincing

wins in their respective tournament openers.
Bangladesh have beaten Pakistan by seven
wickets and England smashed South Africa
by 10 wickets after bundling them out for
69.
However, if one lays emphasis on quality

and options at disposal, then England are far
ahead of their Asian opponents.
With players of the calibre of Tammy

Beaumont, Amy Jones, Heather Knight, Nat
Sciver-Brunt, Sophie Ecclestone, Lauren
Bell, and Sophia Dunkley forming the nu-
cleus of the side, the English look miles
ahead. These are very big names in the
women’s game globally and are familiar
with the challenges of competing in events
like the World Cup.
On the other hand, players such as Nigar

Sultana, who doubles up as skipper and
wicketkeeper, Rubya Haider, Nishita Akter
Nishi and Sumaiya Akter are carrying
Bangladesh’s hopes in the showpiece.
But as a team, it is not as experienced or

formidable as the English squad that is gun-
ning for a fifth title triumph having last won
the tournament in 2017.
Having routed South Africa at the same

venue four days ago and trained here for a
while in the run-up to their tournament-
opener, traditional powerhouse England
have become familiar with the conditions in
this part of the world.
Though the England-South Africa game

yielded less than 150 runs thanks to the bril-
liant display by the English bowlers, the sur-

face at the Barsapara Cricket Stadium is re-
garded as batting-friendly and has often pro-

duced high-scoring contests.
The bounce is normally consistent and the

ball comes on to the bat nicely, giving the
batters confidence to play their strokes par-
ticularly during the power play.
As the match progresses, the pitch has

showed a tendency to slow down, bringing
the spinners and the slower bowlers into
play.
If the bowlers stick to a disciplined line

and length and use variations, they are likely
to taste success here, and both England and
Bangladesh have enough firepower in their
arsenal to make use of the track, though the
former boasts of better quality.
The English bowlers’ experience will

come in handy with the spin trio of Linsey
Smith, Sophie Ecclestone and Charlie Dean
once again posing difficult questions after
their successful outing against the Proteas.
As far as batters and all-rounders are con-

cerned, England have the edge without an
iota of doubt, and Bangladesh will have
their task cut out.
Teams :
England: Nat Sciver-Brunt (c), Em Ar-

lott, Tammy Beaumont, Lauren Bell, Alice
Capsey, Charlie Dean, Sophia Dunkley, So-
phie Ecclestone, Lauren Filer, Sarah Glenn,
Amy Jones, Heather Knight, Emma Lamb,
Linsey Smith, Danni Wyatt-Hodge.
Bangladesh: Nigar Sultana Joty (c),

Nahida Akter, Farzana Haque, Rubya
Haider Jhelik, Sharmin Akter Supta, Sob-
hana Mostary, Ritu Moni, Shorna Akter,
Fahima Khatun, Rabeya Khan, Marufa
Akter, Fariha Islam Trisna, Shanjida Akther
Maghla, Nishita Akter Nishi, Sumaiya
Akter.
Match starts at 3pm. (PTI)
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COLOMBO, Oct 6: Since burst-
ing onto the international scene
less than five months ago, Kranti
Goud has swiftly evolved into
India’s go-to new ball weapon and
the youngster now wants to add
more pace to her deliveries.
In a high-stakes Women’s World

Cup clash against Pakistan on Sun-
day, the seamer underlined her
growing importance to the team,
returning excellent figures of 3 for
20 in 10 overs that included three
maidens, to derail Pakistan’s chase
of 247.
Her performance set up an em-

phatic 88-run victory and earned
Goud her first Player-of-the-Match
award at the very venue where she
made her national debut in May
this year.
“My India debut was also in Sri

Lanka, and today I’m the Player of
the Match here. It’s a proud mo-
ment for me and my family. I’m
very happy,” she told reporters
with a wide smile after the game.
Asked about her conversations

with India’s bowling coach Aav-
ishkar Salvi, Goud said, “Right
now, the bowling coach hasn’t told
me anything about my speed.” 
“Our focus is on maintaining a

consistent line and length, not try-
ing to do too much. I’m comfort-
able with my pace at the moment,
but I want to bowl faster.”
Having dismissed opener Sadaf

Shamas off her own bowling, she

backed her instincts to fetch the
wicket of Aliya Riaz, leaving Pak-
istan reeling at 3/26.
“The ball was swinging a lot. I

had this feeling inside me that
there will be a wicket in this over.
Hary di (Harmanpreet Kaur) asked
to remove the second slip as the
pace was reducing but I told di that
‘please keep a second slip’.”
After insisting on having a sec-

ond slip Goud had Riaz steer the
ball straight to her.
“The catch came to the second

slip so I had a lot of trust in my-
self.”
For Goud, it’s been a dream

start. Hailing from Ghuwara, a
town in Bundelkhand in Madhya
Pradesh, she’s risen through the
ranks with quiet determination. 
Just last year, she was a net

bowler for Mumbai Indians in the
Women’s Premier League.
The UP Warriorz then snapped

her up for a base price of Rs 10
lakh at the auction.
When injuries to Renuka Thakur

and Pooja Vastrakar opened the
doors for her in the national setup,
Goud seized the opportunity with
both hands.
A sensational run in the away se-

ries against England, which in-
cluded a six-wicket haul in the
series-deciding third ODI earlier
this year, sealed her place in the
squad and since then, she’s only
gone from strength to strength. (PTI)

Indian pace sensation Kranti
Goud wants to bowl faster

Pakistan’s Sidra Amin reprimanded for breaching ICC Code Of Conduct during loss to India

We focus on building our own bubble, keep away from outside noise: Jemimah
COLOMBO, Oct 6: India batter
Jemimah Rodrigues says the team
wants to win the ICC World Cup for
all those who have contributed to the
rise of the women’s game in the
country and for that the players are
trying to stay away from “outside
noise”.
Co-hosts India are looking to lift

their maiden World Cup trophy after
finishing runners-up twice and they
have won both their league matches
in the ongoing tournament, the latest
one against Pakistan here on Sunday.
“We try to take it one day at a time

and stay in the present. Even in our
group conversations, we focus on
building our own bubble because we
know how much noise surrounds a
World Cup,” Jemimah said on
‘JioStar’.
“Whether we do well or face chal-

lenges, we want to keep all that out-
side and create our own energy.
Everyone in this team genuinely
looks out for each other and cele-
brates each other’s success. That
comes so naturally and really
strengthens our bond.”
Talking about the journey of

women’s cricket in India, she said,
“When I first entered the team,
Mithali di and Jhulan di were our
seniors, and to now see the transition
with Harman di and Smriti leading
together is really special. They’ve
created an environment where
everyone wants to give their all for
the team. 
“We want to win it for those who

paved the way, for Mithali di, Jhulan
di (Jhulan Goswami), Neetu ma’am
(Neetu David), and all those who
helped bring women’s cricket to

where it is today (Sunday),”
Jemimah, who made 32 against Pak-
istan, added.
She said both the pitches in Guwa-

hati and Colombo have been slightly
challenging for the batters, espe-
cially the one used for Sunday’s
game in the Sri Lankan capital.
“The pitch had been under cov-

ers and the ball was gripping a bit
early on. The spinners bowled re-
ally well, so we knew we had to
adapt, take the game deep, and
build partnerships. 
“Everyone contributed, and to-

wards the end, Richa’s fireworks
helped us reach a winning total,” she
said about Richa Ghosh’s 35 not out
off 20 balls that took India’s total to
237 against Pakistan.
Former India captain Mithali Raj

lauded young pacer Kranti Gaud’s

rapid progress as the 22-year-old re-
turned with fine figures of 3/20 to
play a major role in the 88-run
thrashing of Pakistan.
“Kranti Gaud’s experience at the

international level is still limited,
since she only made her debut this
year, but what’s truly impressive is
how quickly she learns and adapts,”
said Mithali. 
“She’s putting in the hard yards

and adjusting well to different con-
ditions, whether it’s in England,
where she took six wickets, or in Sri
Lanka, or even here, in Guwahati.
She knows her strengths and imme-
diately settles into the right line and
length. 
“You can see she doesn’t need the

usual warm-up. From the very first
delivery, she’s spot on with her
lengths and intent. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Oct 6: The Min-
istry of Youth Affairs and Sports
will commemorate the 150th birth
anniversary of India’s first home
minister and iconic freedom
fighter Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
on October 31 with ‘padyatras’
across all districts of the country.
Minister of Youth Affairs and

Sports Mansukh Mandaviya and
Minister of State Raksha Nikhil
Khadse launched the ‘Sar-
dar@150’ Unity Run initiative at
the Dhyan Chand stadium here on
Monday.
“Sardar@150 is not merely a

commemoration but a national
movement to engage youth in na-
tion-building. Just as Sardar Patel
united over 560 princely  states to
forge a strong and united India,
this initiative seeks to channel the
energy of young Indians towards
strengthening national unity,”
Mandaviya said.
The padyatras will take place

from October 31 to November 25.
They will be held for three con-
secutive days in every parliamen-
tary constituency, covering all
districts with 8km to 10km every
day.
“All 779 districts of India will

have these padyatras to honour
Sardar Patel’s memory and his
contribution in unifying the na-
tion,” the minister said. 
Asked if opposition-ruled states

like Bengal, which has been rav-
aged by floods, have also agreed
to participate in the initiative,
Mandaviya said, “This has got
nothing to do with politics and I
am sure there would be whole-
hearted participation irrespective
of who is in power.”
The padyatras would be led by

cabinet ministers, and Members
of Parliament. Volunteers from

My Bharat, NSS and NCC will be
playing an active role in the or-
ganisation of the padyatras, in-
cluding logistics and cleanliness
drives during the initiative.
The national-level padyatra

will take place from November 26
to December 6 and cover a 152km
distance from Patel’s birthplace of
Karamsad in Gujarat to the Statue
of Liberty built to honour his
legacy in Kevadia. 
A group 150 young leaders se-

lected through a national-level
quiz will participate in this pady-
atra. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Oct 6: The or-
ganisers of the Lanka Premier
League (LPL) on Monday an-
nounced that Indian cricketers
will feature in the tournament for
the first time when its sixth edi-
tion begins on December 1. 
This T20 event will feature 24

matches in total, including 20
league fixtures and 4 knockout
games, spread across three pre-
mier venues – R. Premadasa Inter-
national Cricket Stadium,
Colombo; Pallekele International
Cricket Stadium, Kandy; and
Rangiri Dambulla International
Cricket Stadium, Dambulla.
“For the very first time, Indian

cricketers are expected to join the
action, their names will be rev-
elled soon, adding a whole new
level of excitement for fans across
the region,” a press release said.
As per the format, all five fran-

chises compete against each other
twice during the league phase. At
the end of the round-robin stage,
the top four teams will move into
the playoffs. 
The opening playoff, Qualifier

1, will be contested by the top two
sides, with the winner earning a
straight passage to the final. 
The teams placed third and

fourth will face off in the Elimi-
nator, and the victor of that clash
will take on the loser of Qualifier
1 in Qualifier 2, which will deter-
mine the second finalist.
“The timing of this edition has

been carefully chosen to ensure
that players gain maximum expo-
sure and high-quality match prac-
tice in the lead-up to a global
cricketing year,” Samantha Do-
danwela, Tournament Director,
LPL, said.
“Over the seasons, the LPL has

emerged as a breeding ground for
fresh talent, with several young-
sters making their mark alongside
international stars. This year too,
we believe the league will throw
up exciting new names who can
go on to spring surprises on the
world stage ahead of the World
Cup.”  (PTI)

Nationwide ‘padyatras’ to commemorate Sardar
Patel’s 150th birth anniversary: Sports Ministry

Lanka Premier
League to feature
Indian players

VANTAA (FINLAND), Oct 6:
Lakshya Sen and Kidambi Srikanth
will continue their quest for title this
season as a strong Indian contingent
competes in a tough field at the Arc-
tic Open Super 500 badminton tour-
nament, beginning here Tuesday.
Lakshya, runner-up at the Hong

Kong Open this season, faces a
stern test in the first round against
fifth seed Kodai Naraoka of Japan.
Sen, a 2021 World Championship

bronze medallist, will need to strike
a balance between aggression and
restraint to tame Naraoka, who is
solid in defence and will capitalise
on loose play.
Srikanth, who made a strong run

to the final of the Malaysia Masters
in 2025, opens against Rasmus
Gemke. The veteran Indian, battling
inconsistency through the season,
must rely on his tactical variation,
net control, and mid-court transi-
tions to keep the Dane off balance.
Among India’s younger players,

Ayush Shetty, who claimed his
maiden BWF title at the US Open
Super 300 this year, faces top seed
Kunlavut Vitidsarn of Thailand in a
daunting opener.

Tharun Mannepalli, fresh from a
semifinal showing in the Macau
Open Super 300, takes on French
seventh seed Toma Junior Popov --
a match that will test his composure
and shot selection.
Kiran George, whose best result

this year has been reaching the
quarterfinals at the India Open,
faces Koki Watanabe of Japan,
while S Sankar Muthusamy Subra-
manian squares off against third
seed Christo Popov of France -- an
uphill battle for the Indian.
In the women’s singles, Tanya

Hemanth opens against Huang
Ching Ping of Chinese Taipei, while
Anmol Kharb meets the sixth seed
Lin Hsiang of Chinese Taipei.
In the women’s doubles,

Kavipriya Selvam and Simran
Singhi will face fifth seeds Yeung
Nga Ting and Yeung Pui Lam of
Hong Kong, while the mixed dou-
bles pair of Dhruv Kapila and Tan-
isha Crasto opens against France’s
Lucas Renoir and Camille Pog-
nante. The younger pair of Mohit
Jaglan and Lakshita Jaglan faces
Brian Wassink and Debora Jille of
the Netherlands. (PTI)

Indians face stern tests in opening
round at Arctic Open Super 500

COLOMBO, Oct 6: Pakistan batter Sidra
Amin was on Monday reprimanded and
handed one demerit point by the ICC for
breaching its Level 1 of Code of Conduct dur-
ing the Women’s World Cup match against
India here.
Amin waged a lone battle for Pakistan in

a one-sided contest with a knock of 81 be-
fore her team was bowled out for 159 in
reply to India’s 247 at the R Premadasa Sta-
dium on Sunday. Pakistan lost the match by
88 runs.
“Sidra was found to have breached Article

2.2 of the ICC Code of Conduct for Players
and Player Support Personnel, which relates
to ‘abuse of cricket equipment or clothing,
ground equipment or fixtures and fittings dur-
ing an International Match’,” the ICC said in
a media release.

The incident occurred in the 40th over of
Pakistan’s chase when she “forcefully hit her

bat onto the pitch” after being dismissed by
Sneh Rana.
“In addition to this, one demerit point has

been added to her disciplinary record, for
whom it was the first offence in a 24-month
period,” the ICC said.
“Sidra admitted the offence and accepted

the sanction proposed by Shandré Fritz of the
Emirates ICC International Panel of Match
Referees, so there was no need for a formal
hearing,” it added. 
The charges were levelled by on-field um-

pires Lauren Agenbag and Nimali Perera
along with third umpire Kerrin Klaaste and
fourth umpire Kim Cotton. 
“Level 1 breaches carry a minimum penalty

of an official reprimand, a maximum penalty
of 50 per cent of a player’s match fee, and one
or two demerit points,” the ICC said. (PTI) 
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HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Oct 6: The Assam
team departed on Monday to partic-
ipate in the 50th National Senior
Yogasan Championship, scheduled
to be held in Mysuru, Karnataka,
from October 9 to October 12.
According to general secretary of

Assam Yoga Association, Prabhat
Chandra Borah, the Assam contin-
gent comprises talented athletes, in-
cluding Priyam Borah, Ishan Borah,
Ayushman Mehta, Ankita Dutta,
and others. The team is accompa-
nied by experienced referees, in-
cluding Bichitra Ranjan Bora, Jaya
Rani Deka, and Navalakshmi
Gogoi.
The Assam team is geared up to

showcase their yoga skills and bring
laurels to the state. The 50th Na-
tional Senior Yogasan Champi-
onship is expected to witness
participation from various states
across the country, making it a pres-
tigious platform for athletes to
demonstrate their expertise in yoga.
The event aims to promote yoga

as a sport and encourage young ath-
letes to adopt this ancient practice
for physical and mental well-being.
The Assam team is confident of put-
ting up a strong performance and
making the state proud.

Assam team to participate
in 50th National Senior 
Yogasan Championship
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