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Starlink in crosshairs: How Russia could 
attack Elon Musk’s conquering of space
Ukraine is leveraging its powerful - and
cheap - new drone killers for air defence
Demolition of MGNREGA to have
catastrophic consequences: Sonia
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar, Dy CM 
Samrat Choudhary call on PM

NEW DELHI, Dec 22: Canada,
the USA, the United Kingdom,
Australia and Germany have
emerged as the top five interna-
tional higher education destina-
tions for Indian students, according
to a report released by NITI Aayog
on Monday.

In 2024, Canada was the top in-
ternational higher education desti-
nation with a total of 4,27,000
Indian students visiting the coun-
try. This was followed by the USA
with 3,37,630 Indian students, the
United Kingdom with 1,85,000,
Australia (1,22,202), and Germany
(42,997), the report said.

It further said that India is the
world’s largest source country of
international students with over
13.35 lakh students studying over-
seas in 2024. Also, the country has
the largest higher education age co-
hort (18-23 years) in the world,

15.5 crore.
“In 2024, for every 1 interna-

tional student coming to India, 28
Indian students went abroad, un-
derscoring a significant brain drain

for the country,” it said.
About the inflow of foreign stu-

dents in India, the report titled ‘In-
ternationalisation of Higher
Education in India’ presented the

data of 2021-22.
Nepal, Afghanistan, the USA,

Bangladesh and the UAE were the
top source countries of interna-
tional students in India in 2021-22,
it said.

As per the report, Canada, the
US, UK and Australia host 8.5 lakh
Indian students who spent ` 2.9
lakh crore on higher education in
2023-2024.

At the same time, Latvia has the
highest 17.4 per cent of Indian stu-
dents, followed by Ireland hosting
15.3 per cent, and Germany, 10.1
per cent.

The report, citing numbers
recorded in 2020, said that among
states, Andhra Pradesh was the top
source with 35,614 students going
overseas, followed by Punjab,
which sent 33,412, and Maharash-
tra 29,079 students for higher edu-
cation. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Canada, US, UK top destinations for higher 
education for Indian students: NITI Aayog report

Hunger strikers’ detention sparks violence, blockade in WKA
Attack on KAAC CEM’s ancestral home, police fire blanks as protests escalate over grazing reserve land

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, Dec 22: West Karbi
Anglong district witnessed a sharp
escalation of tension on Monday
after the forcible removal of
hunger strikers from Phelangpi in
the early hours, triggering massive
road blockades, violent protests
and an attack on the ancestral
home of Tuliram Ronghang, Chief
Executive Member (CEM) of the
Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council.

The indefinite hunger strike, led
by Litsong Ronghang who has
claimed no affiliation to any or-
ganisation, has been continuing
for over 15 days demanding evic-
tion of alleged illegal settlements
from Village Grazing Reserve and
Professional Grazing Reserve

land in the Kheroni area of West
Karbi Anglong. 

The situation took a dramatic
turn around 2–3 am when hunger
strikers were reportedly picked up
from the agitation site by men
dressed in black, some allegedly
wearing balaclavas, with only one
uniformed policeman accompany-
ing them. 

Protesters alleged that AK-47
rifles were pointed at the agitators
and that some hunger strikers
managed to escape during the op-
eration.

Angered by what they de-
scribed as heavy-handed police
action reminiscent of extremist
tactics, thousands of Karbi and
other indigenous residents staged
a massive road blockade at

Kheroni Bridge (Thong Nokbe). 
Women, elders, youths and stu-

dents from nearby villages joined
the protest, sitting on the road and
raising slogans demanding the im-
mediate release of the detained ag-
itators and protection of reserved
grazing lands.

The blockade soon intensified
as protesters marched towards
Donkamokam, the home con-
stituency of the KAAC CEM, cre-
ating a highly volatile situation. In
the ensuing unrest, an irate mob
attacked and set fire to the
parental home of Tuliram Rong-
hang at Artukekang village. 

The extent of damage to the
house is yet to be ascertained.

Police fired blank shots in the
air to (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

HT Bureau
DISPUR, Dec 22: The total num-
ber of government appointments
made during the tenure of the pres-
ent Assam government has risen to
1,45,449, with Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Monday
handing over appointment letters to
3,420 candidates in the health sector
at a function held in Guwahati.

The appointment letters were is-
sued to 1,403 technical and 595
non-technical candidates under the
Directorate of Medical Education
and Research, 828 technical candi-
dates under the Directorate of
Health Services, 592 technical can-
didates under the Directorate of
Health Services (Family Welfare),
and two technical candidates under
the Directorate of AYUSH. 

With these appointments, the cu-
mulative figure of government jobs
provided by the state government
has crossed 1.45 lakh, reinforcing
its stated commitment to transparent
and merit-based recruitment.

Addressing the gathering, the
chief minister said that after achiev-
ing the target of one lakh appoint-
ments, the government is now

steadily moving towards its next
goal of providing two lakh govern-
ment jobs. 

He announced that fresh appoint-
ments to Grade III posts through the
Assam Direct Recruitment Exami-
nation would be made on January
10 next year, while appointment let-
ters for a large number of Grade IV
posts would be issued before Janu-
ary 20. 

He added that the process of is-
suing appointment letters to candi-

dates already selected for various
departments would continue till
February.

Sarma said that no previous
Assam government had been able
to provide more than 25,000–
30,000 government jobs in a five-
year term. 

To fulfil the pre-election promise
of one lakh jobs, the first Cabinet of
the present government constituted
a sub-committee and prioritised re-
cruitment in the Home, Health and

Education departments. 
Over the past four and a half

years, this commitment has been
steadily honoured, he said, adding
that it has instilled confidence
among the youth that hard work and
sincerity can lead to secure govern-
ment employment.

Highlighting reforms in the re-
cruitment process, the chief minis-
ter said a new environment has
emerged in Assam with systems put
in place to ensure fair and transpar-
ent selection. 

Referring to steps taken to
strengthen the healthcare sector, he
said the government is working to-
wards establishing one medical col-
lege in every district, the impact of
which is already visible in the grad-
ual decline of maternal and infant
mortality rates.

Sarma further said that several
leading private hospitals are plan-
ning to set up facilities in Assam,
which will generate new employ-
ment opportunities. 

He also referred to major projects
such as the semiconductor manu-
facturing unit at Jagiroad, the am-
monia–urea (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Total government appointments in Assam touch 1.45 lakh
GUWAHATI, Dec 22: All the
seven accused in the death of
singer Zubeen Garg appeared vir-
tually before a sessions court here,
as the trial in the case got under-
way on Monday.

The Kamrup (Metro) District
and Sessions Court, after examin-
ing the accused via video-confer-
encing, fixed the next date of
hearing on January 3, 2026.

It will consider framing of
charges on the date of the next
hearing, a senior lawyer said.

The court will call for their pro-
duction, either in person or virtu-
ally, to ask them whether they
plead guilty or will stand for trial
in the case, he said.

Garg had gone to attend the
North East India Festival (NEIF) in
Singapore, where he died under
mysterious circumstances while
swimming in the sea on September
19.

The accused – NEIF chief or-
ganiser Shyamkanu Mahanta, the
singer's secretary Siddhartha

Sharma, his cousin Sandipan Garg,
and two personal security officers
(PSOs) Nandeswar Bora and
Paresh Baishya appeared from the
Baksa Jail, while musician
Shekharjyoti Goswami and singer
Amritprava Mahanta were present
online from Haflong Jail.

The celebrated singer’s sister
Palmee Borthakur was present in
court during the hearing, and later
told reporters that the family has

full faith in the judiciary.
The Special Investigation Team

(SIT) probing the case had charged
Mahanta, Sharma, Goswami and
Amritprava with murder in the
chargesheet filed before the Chief
Judicial Magistrate (CJM) on De-
cember 12.

The singer’s cousin and sus-
pended Assam Police officer
Sandipan Garg has been charged
with (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Trial of all 7 accused in Zubeen Garg death
case gets underway in Sessions Court

NEW DELHI, Dec 22: The conclusion of talks in just
nine months between India and New Zealand for a
free trade agreement (FTA) is a “historic milestone”
reflecting a strong political will and shared ambition
to deepen bilateral economic ties, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Monday.

The FTA is set to facilitate greater market access
and promote investment flows including an FDI com-
mitment of USD 20 billion over a period of 15 years.

Modi and his New Zealand counterpart Christopher
Luxon held a phone conversation following the con-
clusion of the negotiations for the trade deal.

“Concluded in just nine months, this historic mile-
stone reflects a strong political will and shared ambi-
tion to deepen economic ties between our two
countries,” Modi said on ‘X’.

This FTA will ensure enhanced market access and
deeper investment flows, and bring in numerous op-
portunities for innovators, entrepreneurs, farmers,
MSMEs, students and youth, he said.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said Modi
and Luxon jointly announced the “successful conclu-
sion of the historic, ambitious and mutually beneficial
India-?New Zealand free trade agreement”.

The FTA would significantly deepen bilateral eco-
nomic engagement, enhance market access, promote
investment flows, strengthen strategic cooperation and

open up new opportunities, it said.
“With the strong and credible foundation provided

by the FTA, both leaders expressed confidence in dou-
bling bilateral trade over the next five years as well as
an investment of USD 20 billion in India from New
Zealand over the next 15 years,” the MEA said.

“The leaders also welcomed the progress achieved
in other areas of bilateral cooperation such as sports,
education, and people-to-people ties, and reaffirmed
their commitment towards further strengthening of the
India-New Zealand partnership,” it added in a state-
ment.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar described the
conclusion of the negotiations for the FTA as a “land-
mark” development for India-New Zealand ties.

“The FTA places our partnership on an accelerated
growth trajectory,” he said, adding it will surely boost
trade, investment and economic collaboration across
sectors.

Apart from tariff liberalisation, the pact includes
provisions to address non-tariff barriers through en-
hanced regulatory cooperation, and streamlined cus-
toms, sanitary and phyto-sanitary measures and
technical barriers to trade disciplines.

Luxon said the FTA would reduce or remove tariffs
on “95 per cent of our exports to India”. “It’s forecast
that NZ exports to India (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

‘Historic milestone’: PM Modi on conclusion
of negotiations with NZ on free trade deal

HT Correspondent
LAHORIJAN, Dec 22: Tension
prevailed along the Karbi Ang-
long–Nagaland border on Monday
after an attempt by the Nagaland
Police and civil administration to
establish outposts on what Assam
authorities asserted was their terri-
tory was thwarted following swift
intervention.

The incident took place at the
Lahorijan Fourlane Entry Tax
Gate, where Nagaland officials re-
portedly began construction activ-
ities on both sides of the gate. 

The move was immediately
challenged by local authorities,
leading to heated exchanges, after
which the Nagaland contingent
was asked to stop all work and re-
treat beyond the Karbi Anglong
Entry Tax Gate.

In response to the development,
a high-level inspection was carried
out by senior officials of Karbi An-

glong Autonomous Council and
the district administration. 

The delegation was led by
Nirola Phangchopi, District Com-
missioner, Karbi Anglong, and in-
cluded Pushparaj Singh,
Superintendent of Police, along
with Tensing Rongpi, Joint Secre-
tary of the KAAC Land and Rev-
enue Department. 

Representatives of social organ-
isations, including Karbi Students’
Association President Chunbang
Desoi Teron, were also present.

Officials inspected the site and
interacted with local residents
amid growing concerns over terri-
torial integrity. 

During the inspection, KAAC
officials asserted that the land
around the entry tax gate does not
fall under any “no-man’s-land”
category, but is covered by valid
land pattas held by local residents
and influential individuals. 

Sources in the KAAC Land and
Revenue Department said such
legal ownership weakens any
claim of encroachment by Naga-
land authorities.

The administration also took
note of reports regarding a Karbi-
owned establishment allegedly lo-
cated within Dimapur, examining
whether it had been cited as a jus-
tification for the recent movement
by Nagaland officials.

Following discussions, construc-
tion activities were temporarily
halted, with both sides agreeing to
pursue a diplomatic resolution. 

Authorities confirmed that a for-
mal meeting between the KAAC
and the Nagaland Government is
expected in the first week of the
New Year. 

A joint survey and verification
exercise has also been planned for
next month to clearly demarcate
the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Bid to set up outposts thwarted at Assam–Nagaland borderAssam on high alert in
view of fresh unrest in
Bangaldesh: Himanta

GUWAHATI, Dec 22: Assam is
on "high alert" in the wake of the
fresh wave of unrest in neighbour-
ing Bangladesh, Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said on
Monday.

Sarma, speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of a programme here,
said the state government was
closely monitoring the develop-
ments in Bangladesh.

“We have seen that in
Bangladesh, Hindus are being sub-
jected to atrocities and burnt
alive... those who are currently in
power in Bangladesh have been
talking about including northeast
India in their country,” the CM
claimed.

It is also well known that people
from Bangladesh entered Assam at
different times and the state is “full
of these people”, he asserted.

“We have to be vigilant and
must keep (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Prohibitory orders
imposed in KAAC

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Dec 22: The district administrations of
Karbi Anglong and West Karbi Anglong have
imposed prohibitory orders under Section 163 of
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 2023, citing apprehension of distur-
bance to public peace, tranquility and harmony
in view of the prevailing situation.

In Karbi Anglong district, District Magistrate
Nirola Phangchopi, ACS, promulgated the pro-
hibitory order across the entire district with im-
mediate effect. 

The order prohibits obstruction, picketing, ral-
lies, mashal processions, public meetings, dhar-
nas and assemblies (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

 HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Dec 22: Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma on Mon-
day visited the Batadroba Cultural
Project site in Nagaon district to re-
view the final phase of construc-
tion and inspect the venue for the
public meeting to be held in con-
nection with the project’s formal
inauguration.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah is scheduled to inaugurate the
Batadroba Cultural Project on De-
cember 29.

During the visit, the chief minis-
ter assessed the progress of the re-
maining works and examined
arrangements at the public meeting
venue to be addressed by the
Union Home Minister. 

He issued necessary directions
to officials of the district adminis-

tration, Public Works Department
and other concerned departments
to ensure timely completion of all
pending works and smooth con-
duct of the inauguration pro-
gramme.

The Batadroba Cultural Project
has been undertaken by the Gov-
ernment of Assam with the objec-
tive of developing the sacred
Batadroba Than, the birthplace of
Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardeva,
into a world-class spiritual and
tourism destination. 

The project is being developed
at an estimated cost of around ₹217
crore on 162 bighas of land freed
from encroachment as part of a fo-
cused initiative of the state govern-
ment. The project aims to preserve
and showcase the religious and
cultural (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Amit Shah to inaugurate Batadroba
Cultural Project on December 29
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Jorhat Police investigating custodial death of Youth Pritam Dutta 

Bangladesh Mission in 
Agartala suspends visa, 

consular services
HT Correspondent

AGARTALA, Dec 22: The
Bangladesh Assistant High Com-
mission in Agartala, Tripura, has
halted all visa and consular opera-
tions starting December 23, 2025,
citing “unavoidable circum-
stances.”

The decision was announced
through an official notice released
on Monday.

The notification, signed by S M
Almas Hossain, First Secretary and
Head of Mission, confirmed that
all categories of visa issuance and
consular services will remain sus-
pended until further notice.

This development follows esca-
lating tensions after protests were
held outside the mission premises. 

The demonstrations were led by
the youth wing of the Tipra Motha
Party, the Tipra Indigenous Stu-
dents Federation (TISF), along
with (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

CM reviews final construction, inspects venue
ahead of Union Home Minister’s visit

Assam authorities halt construction at Lahorijan entry gate,
high-level inspection ordered amid boundary concerns
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NEW DELHI, Dec 22: India and
New Zealand on Monday said
they have concluded talks on a
free trade deal that will give India
tariff-free access to the island na-
tion’s markets, bring in USD 20
billion of investment over the next
15 years and help double bilateral
trade in the next five years.

The third free-trade agreement
this year, following a similar pact
with the UK in July and another
with Oman earlier this month, will
give India more temporary em-
ployment visas, easier access for
pharmaceuticals and medical de-
vices.

While the agreement will elim-
inate or reduce tariffs on 95 per
cent of New Zealand’s exports of
items ranging from wool, coal,
wood, wine, to avocados and
blueberries to India, New Delhi
made no concessions on allowing
imports of dairy, onions, sugar,
spices, edible oils and rubber to
protect farmers and domestic in-
dustry.

New Zealand, which committed
to investing USD 20 billion in
India over the next 15 years in
manufacturing, infrastructure,
services, innovation and job cre-
ation, will also get quota-based
tariff cuts for kiwifruit and apple
exports.

The deal is expected to be
signed in the first half of 2026 and
aims to double bilateral trade to
USD 5 billion in five years.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
held a telephone conversation
with his New Zealand counterpart
Christopher Luxon before the two
leaders jointly announced the suc-
cessful conclusion of the “historic,
ambitious and mutually beneficial
India-New Zealand Free Trade
Agreement (FTA),” according to
an official statement.

“The FTA would significantly
deepen bilateral economic en-
gagement, enhance market access,
promote investment flows,
strengthen strategic cooperation
between the two countries, and
also open up new opportunities
for innovators, entrepreneurs,
farmers, MSMEs, students and
youths of both countries across
various sectors,” the MEA said.

The agreement is likely to be
signed and implemented in about

7-8 months.  The pact would help
Indian exporters, reeling under the
impact of 50 per cent tariffs im-
posed by the Trump administra-
tion on Indian goods, diversify
shipments in the Oceania region.
India has already implemented a
trade pact with Australia.

“The gains are wide-ranging
and significant,” said New
Zealand Prime Minister Christo-
pher Luxon in a statement. “India
is the world’s most populous
country and is the fastest-growing
big economy, and that creates op-
portunities for jobs for Kiwis, ex-
ports and growth.”

Under the pact, New Zealand
will get duty-free access to goods
such as sheep meat, wool, coal
and over 95 per cent of forestry
and wood articles.  Under the pact,
Wellington will get duty conces-
sions on a number of other items
such as kiwi fruit, wine, some
seafood, cherries, avocados, per-
simmons, bulk infant formula,
Manuka honey and milk albu-
mins.

To protect the interests of do-
mestic farmers and MSMEs, India
will not give any duty concessions
in the politically sensitive dairy
sector, like milk, cream, whey, yo-
ghurt, and cheese.

The other products which will
not be covered under the pact in-
clude vegetable products (onions,
chana, peas, corn, almonds),
sugar, artificial honey, animal,
vegetable or microbial fats and
oils, arms and ammunition, gems
and jewellery, copper and its prod-
ucts, and aluminium and articles.

As regards the services sector,
New Zealand will give a tempo-
rary employment entry visa path-
way for Indian professionals in
skilled occupations with a quota
of 5,000 visas annually and a stay
of up to three years.

This pathway covers Indian
professions such as AYUSH prac-

titioners, yoga instructors, Indian
chefs, and music teachers, as well
as high-demand sectors including
IT, engineering, healthcare, edu-
cation, and construction, strength-
ening workforce mobility and
services trade.

With negotiations initiated dur-
ing Luxon’s visit to India in
March 2025, the two leaders
agreed that the conclusion of the
FTA in a record 9 months reflects
their shared ambition and political
will to further deepen ties between
the countries.

The FTA would significantly
deepen bilateral economic en-
gagement, enhance market access,
promote investment flows,
strengthen strategic cooperation
between the two countries, and
also open up new opportunities
for innovators, entrepreneurs,
farmers, MSMEs, students and
youth of both countries across var-
ious sectors.

Commerce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said that the in-
vestment will give a boost to
domestic manufacturing and gen-
erate jobs.

Further under the pact, New
Zealand will set up a dedicated
Agri-Technology Action Plan on
kiwifruit, apples and honey with a
view to helping Indian farmers en-
hance productivity and quality.

The cooperation includes the
establishment of Centres of Excel-
lence, improved planting material,
capacity building for growers and
technical support for orchard
management, post-harvest prac-
tices, supply chain performance,
and food safety.

Commitment has been extended
by New Zealand on Geographical
Indications (GIs), including
amendment of its law to facilitate
the registration of India’s wines
and spirits.

“Cooperation has been agreed
in AYUSH, culture, fisheries,
audio visual tourism, forestry, hor-
ticulture and traditional knowl-
edge systems,” the commerce
ministry said.

Apart from tariff liberalisation,
the pact includes provisions to ad-
dress non-tariff barriers through
enhanced regulatory cooperation,
and streamlined customs, sanitary
and phyto-sanitary measures and

technical barriers to trade disci-
plines.

The Pharma and Medical De-
vices sector will get a boost
through faster regulatory access in
New Zealand by enabling accept-
ance of GMP (Good Manufactur-
ing Practice) and GCP (Good
Clinical Practice) inspection re-
ports from comparable regulators,
including approvals by the US
FDA, EU’s EMA, UK’s MHRA.

“This will reduce duplicative
inspections, lower compliance
costs, and expedite product ap-
provals, thereby facilitating the
growth of India’s pharmaceutical
and medical devices exports to
New Zealand,” the ministry said.

Goyal said that this is the sev-
enth agreement finalised by the
NDA government. It includes the
UAE, Australia, the UK, EFTA
bloc, Oman and Mauritius.

He said that the India-New
Zealand pact is the first pact in
which all the main officials from
the Indian side involved in the ne-
gotiations were women.  India’s
chief negotiator is Joint Secretary
in the Ministry, Petal Dhillon.

He also said that India has so
far finalised FTAs with three
members of the Five Eyes
(FVEY) alliance - Australia, the
UK and New Zealand. The five
intelligence-sharing network
countries are Australia, Canada,
New Zealand, the UK, and the
US.

India is in the advanced stage of
negotiations for a bilateral trade
agreement with the US and in the
process of resuming talks for a
trade agreement with Canada.

“The current bilateral trade with
New Zealand is small but the up-
side potential is huge,” Goyal told
reporters here.

Bilateral merchandise trade
stood at USD 1.3 billion in 2024-
25, while total trade in goods and
services reached about USD 2.4
billion in 2024, with services trade
alone reaching USD 1.24 billion,
led by travel, IT, and business
services.

Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal said that although only
five formal rounds were held for
the pact, both sides remained in
continuous touch to close the ne-
gotiations. (PTI)

India seals free-trade pact with New
Zealand, third agreement this year
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 22:
India’s homegrown sur-
gical robotics company
SS Innovations Interna-
tional has taken a major
step onto the global reg-
ulatory stage with the fil-
ing of a 510(k) premarket
notification with the US

Food and Drug Adminis-
tration for its next-gener-
ation SSi Mantra surgical
robotic system.

The submission, com-
pleted on December 5,
2025, covers multiple
high-demand surgical
specialties, including
general surgery, urology,
colorectal surgery, gy-
naecology and cardiac
procedures. 

The move marks one
of the most significant
regulatory milestones
achieved so far by an In-
dian-developed surgical
robotic platform in a sec-
tor traditionally domi-
nated by global players.

Dr Sudhir Srivastava,
Founder, Chairman and
CEO of SS Innovations,
described the filing as a
defining moment for
both the company and
India’s medical technol-
ogy ecosystem. 

He said the SSi Mantra
has been designed to be
affordable, accessible
and technologically dif-
ferentiated, with the po-
tential to benefit
hospitals, particularly
those serving under-
served communities, by
offering a cost-effective,
world-class alternative.

After pre-submission
meetings and detailed
consultations with the
FDA, the company chose
the 510(k) pathway in-
stead of the De Novo
route, aiming to leverage
a potentially faster and
more efficient approval
process. 

The FDA’s target re-
view timeline for 510(k)
applications is 90 days,
although the overall du-
ration may vary. SS In-
novations is also
progressing towards Eu-
ropean Union CE mark-

ing, which is expected in
the first half of 2026.

As of November 30,
2025, the SSi Mantra
platform has recorded
138 installations across
eight countries and is in
active use at 137 hospi-
tals. 

More than 7,300 surgi-
cal procedures have been
performed using the sys-
tem, including 88
telesurgeries and 390
cardiac surgeries, one of
the most technically
complex domains in ro-
botic surgery.

Industry observers say
the growing adoption of
the SSi Mantra reflects
increasing global confi-
dence in India’s indige-
nous med-tech
capabilities and repre-
sents a significant inflec-
tion point for the
country’s medical de-
vices and robotics sector.

Indian Surgical Robot SSi
Mantra seeks US FDA Clearance

NEW DELHI, Dec 22: Gold prices rose to a fresh life-
time high of ` 1,38,200 per 10 grams, gaining ` 1,685,
in the national capital on Monday following the pre-
cious metal scaling record highs in the global markets,
according to the All India Sarafa Association.

Silver prices also raced to hit an all-time high of `
2,14,500 per kilogramme (inclusive of all taxes) in the
capital, up by ̀ 10,400 per kg. “Bullish momentum ex-
tended in bullion, with gold and silver surging to an-
other fresh record high on Monday,” Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst - Commodities at HDFC Securities,
said. In the international markets, spot gold increased
by USD 80.85, or 1.86 per cent, to hit a record of USD
4,420.35 per ounce.

“Investor interest in silver and gold has grown con-
siderably as interest rates are going down in the US, fis-

cal concerns are growing, and the American economy
is becoming more uncertain,” Gandhi said.

He added that this has led to a shift towards the safe-
haven asset. In addition, the demand for safe haven also
increased, due to the escalating geopolitical tensions.

Spot silver appreciated by USD 2.31, or 3.44 per
cent, to hit a lifetime high of USD 69.45 per ounce in
the overseas markets.

“Silver prices have reached a record high, reflecting
strong industrial demand along with rising investment
demand,” Satish Dondapati, Fund Manager at Kotak
Mutual Fund, said. Expressing similar views, Renisha
Chainani, Head - Research at Augmont, said, “Mining
disruptions and limited current silver inventories are
causing severe supply shortfalls, driving prices higher.”
(PTI)

Gold jumps to record high of ` 1.38 lakh/10g,
silver hits new peak of ` 2,14,500 per kg

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 22: Google
Pay and Axis Bank on Monday
announced the launch of the
Google Pay Flex Axis Bank
Credit Card, a UPI-powered co-
branded credit card aimed at sim-
plifying and enhancing the credit
experience for users across India.

Built on the RuPay network,
the card seeks to make credit as
seamless and widely usable as
everyday UPI payments. 

It is the first offering under
Flex by Google Pay, marking
Google’s entry into the co-
branded credit card segment in
India, while combining Google
Pay’s digital experience with
Axis Bank’s banking capabilities.

With Flex by Google Pay, users
can apply for and receive the card
within minutes through the
Google Pay app and use it across
millions of online and offline
merchants. 

The card allows users to earn
and redeem reward points in-
stantly on transactions, while also
offering flexible repayment op-
tions, including the ability to con-
vert credit card bills into EMIs
directly through the app.

Arnika Dixit, President and

Head – Cards, Payments and
Wealth Management at Axis
Bank, said the partnership aims to
redefine digital payments by
aligning credit offerings with
India’s growing preference for
UPI-based transactions. 

She said the collaboration
brings together Axis Bank’s fi-
nancial expertise and Google
Pay’s technology to deliver in-
stant rewards, flexible repayment
options and a simplified credit
experience.

Sharath Bulusu, Senior Direc-
tor – Product Management at

Google Pay, said the launch re-
flects Google Pay’s objective of
making financial products simple
and accessible. 

He added that the company
plans to announce additional is-
suer partnerships soon and that
the new card is designed to give
users greater confidence and con-
trol over everyday spending.

The launch underscores the
growing convergence of UPI and
credit products in India’s digital
payments ecosystem, aimed at
expanding access, convenience
and flexibility for consumers.

Google Pay, Axis Bank launch FLEX UPI-powered credit cardNF Homes unveils ‘Level II’ 
Premium Home Décor showroom

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 22: NF Homes
on Monday launched Level II, a new
flagship showroom dedicated to pre-
mium home furnishings and décor, at
the Red Cross Building on Kedar
Road here. 

Spread across 6,500 sq ft, the
showroom positions itself as a com-
plete lifestyle destination, bringing
together curated collections of furni-
ture, outdoor furniture, lighting, lux-
ury gifting, premium crockery and
bespoke interior solutions under one
roof.

The showroom was inaugurated by
Gita Devi Jalan, Atmaram Jalan, Kr-
ishna Kumar Jalan, Nirmal Jalan and
Natwar Jalan in the presence of other
dignitaries, marking a significant
milestone in the brand’s expansion. 

Hunger strikers’ detention
bring the situation under control as tension ran high in and around Kheroni, amid fears of ethnic fallout and

rumours of possible attacks on non-Karbi villages. 
Around 1,000 police personnel were deployed across sensitive areas, while security was significantly tight-

ened around the KAAC CEM’s bungalow in Diphu following the arson incident.
An Executive Magistrate from the DC office, West Karbi Anglong district, Hamren, visited the blockade site

and attempted to engage with the protesters. 
However, demonstrators insisted on direct talks with the KAAC Chief Executive Member.
Responding to the developments, CEM Tuliram Ronghang told the media that the issue is currently sub ju-

dice.  “There is a PIL case going on. While the matter is sub judice, I cannot do anything. If I do anything, it
will be contempt of court and I will be thrown in jail,” he said.

The situation remains tense and fluid, with authorities closely monitoring developments as more supporters
continue to join the agitation demanding eviction from protected grazing reserve lands.

Prohibitory orders imposed
of five or more persons without prior permission. 
Carrying of firearms and explosive substances, use of firecrackers in public places, inflammatory or com-

munal speeches, banners, posters, wall writings and use of loudspeakers without permission have also been
banned.  Movement of individuals, groups and private vehicles has been restricted during night hours from 5
pm to 6 am.  However, the order exempts police, paramilitary and military personnel, officials engaged in es-
sential services, persons with medical emergencies, and allows examinations and functioning of courts and of-
fices to continue as usual.  The order was issued ex-parte and will remain in force until further orders, with
violations attracting action under relevant provisions of law.

Similarly, in West Karbi Anglong district, District Magistrate Saranga Pani Sharma, ACS, imposed a pro-
hibitory order within the jurisdiction of all police stations in the district. 

The order bans all processions, rallies, public marches, demonstrations and assemblies of five or more per-
sons, including picketing or holding meetings at public places. 

It also imposes a complete ban on making or circulating provocative statements, speeches or communications,
whether verbal, written, printed or through electronic or social media, that may disturb public peace or promote
enmity.  The order has been passed ex-parte due to urgency and will remain effective until withdrawn or mod-
ified, with violations inviting punitive action under Section 223 of BNSS, 2023 .

Both district administrations have directed law enforcement agencies and concerned authorities to ensure
strict enforcement of the prohibitory measures to prevent any breach of peace and maintain public order.

Total government appointments 
project at Namrup and the proposed thermal power project at Chapar in Dhubri district, stating that these ini-

tiatives together would create employment for thousands of youths.
Alongside government jobs, the Chief Minister said the state has laid strong emphasis on self-employment

through schemes such as Mukhyamantrir Atmanirbhar Assam, which have generated hope among young people. 
He said that through clean recruitment practices, Assam has earned recognition across the country and the gov-

ernment has succeeded in building trust among the younger generation.
Addressing the newly appointed health department employees, Sarma said their responsibility is greater than

that of many other government employees, as their work is directly linked to human lives. 
He urged them to ensure that government hospitals provide accessible and dignified healthcare to the poor and

underprivileged.  Referring to the COVID-19 pandemic, he said the dedication of doctors and healthcare workers
had strengthened public trust in government hospitals.

The chief minister also expressed concern over the rising number of children affected by cerebral palsy in the
state, stressing the need for vigilance and high standards of care during childbirth to reduce preventable cases. 

He said recruitment is not the final objective of the government, but a means to bring positive change in people’s
lives, and appealed to the newly appointed employees to serve patients with compassion and a sense of duty.

Health and Family Welfare Minister Ashok Singhal, Guwahati Lok Sabha MP Bijuli Kalita Medhi and other
dignitaries were present on the occasion.

Trial of all 7 accused
culpable homicide not amounting to murder, while the two PSOs were charged with criminal conspiracy and

criminal breach of trust by misappropriating funds or property entrusted to them.
The first hearing in the case, after the SIT submitted the chargesheet, took place on December 16 at the CJM

court here. The CJM, thereafter, committed the case to the sessions court for the trial to begin.
The accused were present virtually during the December 16 hearing, too, as the police had cited law and

order issues if they were produced physically.
The hard copies of the chargesheet were handed over to the accused by the jail authorities before the first

hearing, and their family members were provided a pen drive each with copies of the document.
Asked about the charges against the accused, Borthakur said that they have not received the certified copy

of the chargesheet yet. Advocate Dhrubajyoti Das was appointed by the District Legal Services Authority to
represent the accused, though an independent lawyer appeared on behalf of Amritprava during Monday's hear-
ing. (PTI)

Bid to set up outposts
boundary. Officials said any final decision on the placement of outposts would be taken only after the veri-

fication report is completed.  Meanwhile, local social organisations have remained on alert, urging the KAAC
to ensure that no portion of Karbi Anglong land is conceded during the forthcoming negotiations.

Assam on high alert
a sharp eye on the developments in that country,” Sarma said. Sarma had claimed last week that “Bangladeshi

elements” have been repeatedly saying that northeast India should be merged with the neighbouring country,
which is 'irresponsible and dangerous', and India will not remain silent on this.

“India is a very big country, a nuclear nation and the fourth largest economy of the world. How can
Bangladesh even think about it?” the chief minister had said.

Bangladesh has witnessed a fresh wave of unrest following the death of student leader Sharif Osman Hadi.
He was a prominent face in the anti-government protests that forced the collapse of the Sheikh Hasina govern-
ment. Meanwhile, prohibitory orders are in force along the India-Bangladesh border in Assam's Cachar district
to prevent illegal movement and potential law and order threats, officials said. (PTI)

‘Historic milestone’: PM
could increase USD 1.1B to USD 1.3B per year over the coming two decades. Boosting trade means more

Kiwi jobs, higher wages and more opportunities for hard working New Zealanders,” he said.
“The agreement builds on the strong friendship between our two countries. India is one of the fastest-growing

economies in the world, and this gives Kiwi businesses access to 1.4 billion Indian consumers,” he said.
The conclusion of the negotiations for the trade deal comes days after India inked a free trade pact with

Oman. (PTI)

Amit Shah to
legacy of Sankardeva while providing modern amenities for visitors. Envisioned as a comprehensive spiritual

and cultural complex, it features the world’s tallest Guru Asana, guest houses reflecting Satriya cultural motifs,
an art centre inspired by traditional cymbals, a research centre designed in the form of a khol, a boat-shaped
skill development centre and a theatre modelled after a traditional japi, among other facilities. 

The components have been designed to blend traditional aesthetics with contemporary infrastructure.
Water Resources minister Pijush Hazarika, MLAs Rupak Sharma, Jitu Goswami, Ramakanta Deuri and

Shashikanta Das, Satradhikar of Narowa Satra and president of the Batadroba Than Management Committee
Amlanjyoti Dev Goswami, district commissioner Debasish Sarma, senior district officials, heads of departments
and local residents were present during the chief minister’s visit, an official release stated.

Bangladesh Mission in 
several right-wing groups. Protesters expressed anger over alleged violence against the Hindu community

in Bangladesh and criticized recent remarks made by leaders of Bangladesh’s National Citizen Party. 
During the protest, demonstrators raised slogans and urged Bangladeshi authorities to take decisive steps to

protect minority communities. In response to the situation, security arrangements around the Assistant High
Commission were strengthened to prevent any disruption and ensure public order.

Canada, US, UK
It noted a surge in outward remittances from ` 975 crore to ` 29,000 crore during 2014–24 under the RBI’s

Liberalised Remittance Scheme for Indian students studying abroad. (PTI)
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 22: Governor
Lakshman Prasad Acharya on
Monday attended the first convo-
cation ceremony of Krishnaguru
Adhyatmic Viswavidyalay at
Nasatra in Barpeta district, where
he conferred degrees on graduat-
ing students in the presence of
Union Minister of Ports, Ship-
ping and Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal.

Addressing the students, the
Governor paid reverential saluta-
tions to Krishnaguru Prabhu and
expressed happiness at being part
of what he described as a sacred
and historic occasion. 

He recalled that Krishnaguru
Prabhu established the Krish-
naguru Sevashram on the same
land as a model of selfless service
to humanity, founded on the
ideals of Krishnaguru Ek-Naam
Dharma rooted in monotheistic
Sanatan Dharma.

Acharya said the institutions run
by the Sevashram are unique for
seamlessly integrating academic
learning with spiritual education. 

He noted that Krishnaguru Ad-
hyatmic Viswavidyalay imparts
value-based education aimed at
producing responsible, ethical and
socially conscious citizens.

Calling convocation an unforget-
table milestone in a student’s life,

the Governor said it celebrates
years of dedication and persever-
ance by both students and teachers.
He congratulated the graduating
students and also felicitated emi-
nent Indian classical dance maestro
Jatin Goswami, who was conferred
an honorary degree.

Reflecting on the life and legacy
of Krishnaguru Prabhu, the Gover-
nor said every initiative of the
Sevashram—from its establish-
ment in 1974 with a vision of world
peace to the creation of multiple
educational institutions—was in-
spired by human welfare, spiritual
awakening and global harmony. 

He remarked that material
progress without spiritual con-
sciousness remains incomplete and

temporary.
The Governor observed that the

university is contributing skilled
and value-oriented human re-
sources through disciplines such as
physiotherapy, nursing and phar-
macy, all guided by compassion
and a spirit of service. 

He added that under the National
Education Policy, the university is
promoting multidisciplinary educa-
tion while emphasising personality
development, ethical values, inno-
vation and spiritual growth.

Recalling ancient centres of
learning such as Takshashila, Na-
landa, Vikramashila, Ratnagiri and
Sharadapeeth, Shri Acharya said
Assam also holds a distinguished
place in India’s intellectual history,

noting that Acharya Shilabhadra of
Assam served as a renowned
teacher at Nalanda.

He described spirituality as the
essence of Indian culture, stating
that education must transcend
livelihood and become a guiding
philosophy of life. Citing the
maxim “Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktaye”,
he said true knowledge liberates,
and expressed satisfaction that Kr-
ishnaguru Adhyatmic
Viswavidyalay embodies this ideal
by blending education with spiritu-
ality and service.

Referring to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s remarks during
Pariksha Pe Charcha held recently
in Guwahati, the Governor said ed-
ucation is a powerful instrument of
nation-building and human uplift-
ment. 

He added that Assam is pro-
gressing steadily in sectors such as
education, healthcare, infrastruc-
ture, culture and youth empower-
ment, and that spiritually grounded
and educated youth will be key to
the state’s future.

The convocation ceremony was
attended by Vice Chancellor Dr
Mohan Chandra Kalita, Chairper-
son of Krishnaguru Foundation
Trust Kuntala Patowary Goswami,
members of the Academic Council,
faculty members and other digni-
taries.

Governor attends first convocation of
Krishnaguru Adhyatmic Viswavidyalay

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Dec 22: A five-day dis-
trict-level entrepreneurs’ conclave, the
Swadeshi Mela, began in Kokrajhar on
Monday with a focus on promoting local en-
terprise and self-reliance. 

The fair is being organised by the
Assam Small Industries Development
Corporation Limited (ASIDC) in collabo-
ration with the District Industries and
Commerce Centre.

The Swadeshi Mela, being held at the
premises of the Kokrajhar District Industries
and Commerce Centre, was inaugurated by
BTC Executive Member for Industries and
Commerce Mun Mun Brahma. Addressing
the gathering, Brahma lauded the participa-
tion of young entrepreneurs who have put
their home-made products on display and
praised the talent and skills of the entrepre-
neurial youth of the Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC) area.

She expressed confidence that the creativ-
ity and courage of young entrepreneurs
would not only help them become self-re-
liant but also play a key role in strengthening
the economic foundation of BTC. 

Brahma said that after taking charge of the

Industries and Commerce Department, her
priority is to create better market opportuni-
ties for local entrepreneurs.

Referring to future initiatives, she said the
Hagrama Mohilary-led BTC Council gov-
ernment is planning to introduce special

schemes for entrepreneurs on the lines of
those implemented by the Assam govern-
ment. 

She added that ₹100 crore has already
been earmarked by BTC for the promotion
of young entrepreneurs, with a proposal to
provide financial assistance of ₹2 lakh to
each entrepreneur for self-employment.

The Swadeshi Mela features 20 stalls set
up by self-help groups and partner organisa-
tions, showcasing a range of locally pro-
duced goods. 

The inaugural programme was attended
by General Manager of Kokrajhar District
Industries and Commerce Centre Ro-
hiteswar Narzary, BTC Industries and Com-
merce Department Joint Secretary Jyotimoy
Daimary, Assistant Director of District In-
dustries Rakesh Kashyap, Detsung Khugur
Basumatary, ASIDC Deputy Director Akhil
Narayan Bhowmik, social worker Rahul
Narzary and other dignitaries.

Five-day Swadeshi Mela begins in Kokrajhar

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, Dec 22: Stressing the central role of
the mother tongue in the academic and intellec-
tual development of students, speakers at a
Mother Tongue Awareness Meeting held in
Tezpur on Sunday asserted that the Assamese
language is not facing any external threat, but
rather suffers from neglect rooted in misplaced
perceptions.

The meeting, titled Pranamo Matribhasa, was
organised at Chandranath Sarma Smriti
Bhawan, Pithakhowa, under the initiative of
Pranamo Matribhasa with the support of the
Sonitpur District Jatiya Vidyalaya Coordination
Committee. 

Speakers highlighted the importance of using
the mother tongue—particularly Assamese and
other indigenous languages of the state—in ed-
ucation and daily life, while opposing the sense
of inferiority associated with the use of As-

samese among sections of society.
Addressing the gathering, Dr Narayan Sarma,

Secretary of Asom Jatiya Vidyalaya, described
the mother tongue as a scientifically grounded
medium of education and said Assamese does
not face any inherent crisis.  He observed that
since the early 1990s, many parents shifted
children from Assamese-medium to English-
medium schools under the misconception that
English alone ensures success. 

He said Asom Jatiya Vidyalaya was estab-
lished in 1994 to uphold the relevance of
mother-tongue education and added that institu-
tions such as Asom Jatiya Vidyalaya, Sankardev
Shishu Niketan and government Assamese-
medium schools require renewed societal sup-
port. 

He stressed that mother-tongue education is
backed by science, not merely emotion or na-
tionalism.

Abhijit Sarma Baruah, Secretary of Pranamo
Matribhasa, said the mother tongue is never a
barrier to acquiring knowledge and expressed
concern that ignorance of Assamese has increas-
ingly become fashionable in some circles. 

He pointed out that despite language-related
laws, Assamese is still not consistently used in
official correspondence and urged the govern-
ment to ensure stricter implementation. 

No society, he said, can progress without nur-
turing its language.

Several other speakers, including retired prin-
cipals and academicians Dr Sibaranjan Mahanta,
Purneswar Nath, Aruna Devi of the Asomiya
Club and Dhrubajyoti Bora of Sankardev Shishu
Niketan, spoke on the linguistic challenges and
prevailing social environment.

Research scholar and former Asom Jatiya
Vidyalaya student Tridib Bhagawati said As-
samese speakers have no reason to suffer from
an inferiority complex. 

Citing cultural examples, he noted that As-
samese has earned global recognition, particu-
larly through the works of Zubeen Garg, and
appealed to people to actively use the language
and support Assamese newspapers.

Senior journalist Prakash Mahanta criticised
the lingering colonial mindset among sections
of the middle class and said blind imitation of
Western culture has adversely affected language
and cultural confidence. 

Drawing parallels with countries like Ger-
many and China, as well as southern Indian
states, he observed that societies rooted in their
language and culture command global respect,
citing the worldwide success of South Indian
cinema as an example.

Sonitpur hosts ‘Pranamo Matribhasa’
meet to promote mother-tongue education

HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, Dec 22: Veteran
Assamese actress Ranjana Sarmah
Bordoloi, a prominent figure of
Assamese cinema during the 1960s
and 1970s, passed away on Sunday
evening at JJM Hospital here. She
was 80.

Bordoloi, regarded as one of the
most glamorous and talented ac-
tresses of her era, starred in several
landmark Assamese films includ-
ing Dr Bezbaruah, Kokadeuta Nati
aru Hati, Maniram Dewan, Morom
Trishna, Loti-Ghoti, Pratidhwani,
Ratanlal and Sonmai. 

At a time when few Assamese
women ventured into acting, she
carved a lasting place for herself
on the silver screen through her tal-
ent and screen presence.

Apart from acting, Bordoloi was
an accomplished dancer, proficient
in Bharatanatyam and other classi-
cal forms, which further enriched
her contribution to Assam’s cul-
tural life. 

She also performed in films di-
rected by legendary cultural icon
Bhupen Hazarika and shared a
close professional association with
him.

She was a founding member of
the renowned theatre group Man-
charupa, established in 1957 by
Bhupen Hazarika and noted artist
Hasan Sharif Ahmed, and also lent
her voice to radio plays broadcast
by All India Radio.

In recognition of her contribu-
tion to Assamese art and culture,
Ranjana Sarmah Bordoloi was ho-
noured with the state government’s
prestigious Bishnu Rabha Award
and was an artist pensioner.

Her passing marks the end of a
significant chapter in the history of
Assamese cinema and theatre, and
she is widely remembered for her
pioneering role and enduring
legacy in the cultural landscape of
the state.

Veteran Assamese 
actress Ranjana Sarmah

Bordoloi passes away

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, Dec 22: A man identified as Sagar
Kumar of Purnia district in Bihar was caught red-
handed on Monday by a Jorhat rider patrol team
while allegedly attempting to snatch a bag from
a woman in Jorhat.

Police sources said items including a screwdriver,
a master key commonly used for stealing motorcy-

cles, and a sharp, pointed screw buckle were recov-
ered from his possession.

Snatching incidents have seen a rise in Jorhat in
recent weeks. 

A mobile phone was reportedly snatched from a
resident recently, while an elderly woman had her
chain forcibly removed in the Choladhora area
around 5 pm about ten days ago, sources added.

Snatcher caught red-
handed in Jorhat

KKHSOU observes World Meditation Day at RaniMLA Basanta Das launches three
programmes at Outala HS School

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Dec 22: Young writer Maphie Rojje Boro of Kokra-
jhar has been selected for the Yuva Lekhak Sanman announced by the
Assam government’s Education Department, bringing a wave of joy
among the literary community in the district.

According to official information, a total of 818 young writers from
across Assam have been honoured with the award this year. 

From Kokrajhar district, Dr Boro received the recognition for her
poetry collection Ang Arau O Ti Rum (Me and the OT Room). She is

currently serving as an employee in the Ir-
rigation Department, Kokrajhar.

Speaking to the media, Dr Boro ex-
pressed happiness at receiving the honour
and thanked the Assam government and the
Education Minister. She said her inspiration
came from the Bodo Women Writers’ As-
sociation, as well as from her parents and
husband. 

Despite balancing official responsibili-
ties and household duties, she said she con-

tinues to write in her free time and added that the award would serve
as a strong motivation for young writers.

Dr Boro informed that two poetry collections have been published
so far, with Ang Arau O Ti Rum being her second book. 

She also noted that several other writers from Kokrajhar district
were selected for the same honour, bringing the total number of
awardees from the district to 16.

Other recipients from Kokrajhar include Alpana Mosahary, Andolan
Brahma, Bibeka Narzary, Buddhadeb Narzary, Debajyoti Basumatary,
Dhananjay Narzary, Dr Gobinda Baishya, Guneswar Awary, Geneva
Musahary, Joysagar Murmu, Latach P. Narzary, Nijara Musahary,
Ratul Deka, Shiva Ram Narzary and Ukrangoura Narzary.

Meanwhile, local residents felicitated Dr Boro with an Aronai, and
celebratory scenes were witnessed at her residence following the an-
nouncement.

Dr Maphie Rojje Boro receives
Yuva Lekhak Sanman

Spiritual values and academic excellence must go hand in hand, says Governor 

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Dec 22: A meeting of the Bodo Women Writers’ As-
sociation along with a book release programme was held on Monday
at Bodoland University, showcasing works by both new and senior
women writers in the Bodo language.

The programme, organised at the auditorium of the Bodo Depart-
ment of the university, was presided over by Anjali Basumatary, Pres-
ident of the Bodo Women Writers’ Association and a Sahitya Akademi
Award recipient. The event was attended as chief guest by Dr Surath
Narzary, President of the Bodo Sahitya Sabha, while noted litterateur
and Sahitya Akademi Award winner Janil Kumar Brahma was present
as a distinguished guest.

During the programme, a total of 16 books published in 2025 were
formally released on the same day. The publications included poetry
and short story collections authored by women writers representing
different generations of Bodo literature.

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, Dec 22: The
killing of a Hindu youth, Dipu
Chandra Das, in Bangladesh has
drawn condemnation in Sivasagar,
with several organisations express-
ing concern over the incident and
its wider implications.

Members of the Ujoni Asom
Muslim Kalyani Parishad
(UAMKP), led by president M I
Bora, held a protest in the district
on Monday to denounce the
killing. 

During the protest, participants
expressed strong opposition to the
incident and criticised the interim
administration in Bangladesh led
by Mohammad Yunus, alleging
failure to protect minorities.

The incident was also con-
demned by the Sivasagar district
committee of the All Assam United
Brahmin Council, the Sivasagar
Press Club and the Sivasagar Mu-

nicipality Taxpayers’ Association. 
Representatives of these bodies

described the killing as brutal and
urged the Government of India to
take appropriate diplomatic and
other measures to address concerns
over the safety of minorities in

Bangladesh.
Leaders of the organisations said

such incidents have caused anxiety
among people in the region and
called for steps to ensure peace,
communal harmony and protection
of vulnerable communities.

UAMKP condemns killing 
of hindu youth in Bangladesh

Bodo Women Writers’ Association
meeting held in Kokrajhar

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 22: The Discipline of Yoga of Krishna Kanta Hand-
iqui State Open University (KKHSOU) observed World Meditation Day
recently at the Guru Prasad Das School of Interdisciplinary and Voca-
tional Studies (GPDSIVS), Rani, with the objective of promoting aware-
ness about the role of yoga and meditation in physical, mental and
emotional well-being.

The programme began at 11 am with an inaugural prayer led by Dr
Hridayananda Tamuli Phukan, Assistant Professor, Discipline of Yoga,
KKHSOU, setting a calm and reflective tone. 

This was followed by a welcome address and felicitation of invited
guests by Dhruva Jyoti Nath, Assistant Professor, Discipline of Yoga,
after which the dignitaries ceremonially lit the lamp.

Delivering the opening address, Dr Gobinda Deka, Director (i/c),
GPDSIVS, KKHSOU, highlighted the relevance of World Meditation
Day and underlined the importance of meditation in managing stress, im-
proving concentration and achieving inner balance in contemporary life. 

He welcomed the guests and participants and acknowledged the pres-
ence of Dhirendra Nath Choudhury, Dipen Kumar Kakati and Manjira
Deka.

Mother tongue is never a barrier to acquiring knowledge, says Abhijit Sarma Baruah

16 Bodo books released

HT Correspondent
MANGALDAI, Dec 22: Mangal-
dai MLA Basanta Das on Monday
implemented three key pro-
grammes at Outala Higher Second-
ary School, including the
inauguration of a boundary wall,
the laying of a foundation stone for
another boundary wall and the dis-
tribution of free bicycles to Class
IX students under a state govern-
ment scheme.

The MLA inaugurated a newly
constructed boundary wall on one
side of the school, built using MLA
funds, and laid the foundation
stone for an additional boundary
wall on the eastern side of the cam-

pus. The construction of the
boundary wall has been prioritised
as the school also functions as an
examination centre for the HSLC
and Higher Secondary final exam-
inations.

He also inaugurated the distribu-
tion of free bicycles provided by
the Assam Government to Class IX
students, aimed at supporting reg-
ular attendance and easing access
to education.

Addressing students at a meet-
ing held on the occasion, Basanta
Das said that the government is
fully discharging the role of a
guardian for students across the
state. 

Karbi Anglong women writers’
biennial session concludes 

HT Correspondent
HOWRAGHAT, Dec 22: The fourth biennial session of the Karbi An-
glong District Lekhika Samaroh Samiti (Women Writers’ Association)
concluded successfully on Sunday at Rangsina Bhavan in Diphu,
bringing together women writers, literary enthusiasts and cultural fig-
ures from across the district for a day-long programme.

The session began with the ceremonial hoisting of the organisational
flag by Sabitri Gogoi, President of the Karbi Anglong District Lekhika
Samaroh Samiti, followed by Smriti Tarpan led by Dipali Amphi, Pres-
ident of the Diphu Lekhika Samaroh Samiti, in memory of departed
literary personalities.

As part of the inaugural rituals, ceremonial lamps were lit before
the portraits of Padma Shri Dr Sheela Borthakur and noted artiste
Zubeen Garg by Hiranmayi Kakati, Advisor of the Bokajan Lekhika
Samaroh Samiti, and Anupama Saikia, Vice-President of the commit-
tee. The open session commenced at 11 am under the chairmanship of
Sabitri Gogoi. 

Former All Assam Lekhika Samaroh Samiti president Swarna
Baruah Gogoi attended as chief guest and spoke on the evolving role
of women in literature. Writer and artiste Hridayananda Sarma was
present as special guest, while the souvenir of the session was formally
released by senior journalist and writer Pabitra Bora.

During the programme, the Samiti felicitated veteran contributors
Bimala Patar, Bina Borbora, Rina Dutta and Gitanjali Das Kro in
recognition of their long-standing contributions to the literary field.

The results of various literary competitions held as part of the bien-
nial session were also announced. 
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
If you’re alive, there’s a purpose for your life.

-Rick Warren

Trump’s tariff hike hits
India’s exports  

India’s export-led growth strategy is facing its most
severe test in years as sweeping U.S. tariffs imposed
by President Donald Trump ripple through the coun-

try’s manufacturing heartland, triggering order cancel-
lations, factory slowdowns and mounting job losses.
Nowhere is the pain more visible than in Tamil Nadu,
one of India’s richest and most industrialized states,
whose chief minister has warned Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi of “irreparable damage” to the regional econ-
omy unless Washington and New Delhi strike a trade
deal soon. In a letter sent this week, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin said the state is suffering daily rev-
enue losses of nearly ₹600 million ($6.7 million) as ex-
port orders dry up across key industrial districts.
Tiruppur—often described as India’s knitwear capital—
has seen confirmed export orders worth ₹150 billion
wiped out since August, he said, forcing manufacturers
to slash production by as much as 30%. The disruption
follows Trump’s decision to impose tariffs of up to 50%
on a wide range of Indian goods, among the steepest
levies faced by any major U.S. trading partner. The tar-
iffs, announced in August as part of Trump’s broader
push to rebalance U.S. trade and protect domestic man-
ufacturing, have hit India’s labour-intensive export sec-
tors particularly hard, including textiles, leather goods,
gems and jewellery, footwear and processed foods.

For India, the stakes are high. The U.S. is its single
largest export destination, accounting for roughly one-
fifth of total outbound shipments. The tariffs have not
only made Indian goods sharply less competitive in
American markets but have also undermined Prime
Minister Modi’s flagship “Make in India” initiative,
which seeks to turn the country into a global manufac-
turing alternative to China. Despite months of negotia-
tions and repeated assurances from Indian officials that
a bilateral trade agreement is imminent, talks have
stalled. The tariffs remain in place, leaving exporters
uncertain whether to wait, relocate production, or aban-
don the U.S. market altogether. Tamil Nadu has borne
some of the worst fallout. The southern state contributes
nearly 28% of India’s textile exports and employs an
estimated 7.5 million workers across spinning, knitting,
dyeing and garment-making units.

According to industry estimates, India’s merchandise
exports to the U.S. have fallen by double digits since
the tariffs took effect, translating into billions of dollars
in lost earnings. The federal government has rolled out
temporary relief measures, including interest subsidies
and expanded credit guarantees for exporters, but busi-
ness leaders say these steps only cushion the blow
rather than solve the underlying problem. For now, con-
tainer traffic at ports like Chennai tells the story: fewer
outbound shipments, longer idle times and growing
anxiety across factory floors. Whether New Delhi can
secure a breakthrough with Washington may determine
not only the fate of millions of jobs, but the credibility
of India’s ambition to emerge as a manufacturing pow-
erhouse in an increasingly protectionist world.

Sir, 

Through the columns of your esteemed daily,
“The Hills Daily,” I wish to highlight a pressing
concern for the student community of Upper
Assam—the stark lack of adequate coaching fa-
cilities for competitive examinations.

While Upper Assam is home to some of the
state's most prestigious academic institutions,
there is a significant void when it comes to
specialized preparation for national-level
exams like UPSC, APSC, NEET, and JEE.
Currently, thousands of bright students from
districts like Dibrugarh, Sivasagar, Jorhat, and
Tinsukia are forced to migrate to Guwahati or
cities like Delhi and Kota. This not only results
in a massive “brain drain” from our region but
also places an immense financial and emo-
tional burden on families who struggle to af-
ford the high cost of living in distant cities

Most premium coaching centers and gov-
ernment-sponsored guidance programs are
concentrated in the capital, leaving the hills
and Upper Assam peripheral.

There is a critical need for modern, 24/7 dig-

ital libraries and study hubs where students
can access high-speed internet and updated
study materials. Another very important issue
faced by the students is many meritorious stu-
dents from rural and tea-garden backgrounds
remain excluded from the competitive race
due to the lack of affordable, local guidance.

I through your prestigious daily urge the
state government and the North Eastern Coun-
cil (NEC) to intervene by establishing Re-
gional Centres of Excellence in Upper Assam.
Partnering with reputed educators to provide
satellite classes or establishing fully-funded
coaching centers would ensure that talent, re-
gardless of geography or economic status, has
a fair chance to succeed.

The youth of the hills and the plains of Upper
Assam are resilient and capable. They deserve
an environment that supports their aspirations
without forcing them to leave their homes.

Yours sincerely,
Anabil Gowswami 
1st semester, Department of Mass Communication 
Guwahati University

The concept of democracy is not con-
fined merely to forming a govern-
ment or the process of casting votes

every five years; rather, it is a living system
that depends on the overall thinking, con-
sciousness, and sense of responsibility of
the citizens of a country. In a nation where
the level of political awareness among the
common people is high, the foundation of
democracy is extremely strong and its fu-
ture bright. However, in a society where the
general public makes political decisions
under the influence of emotion, excitement,
or temporary allurements, there democracy
gradually risks turning into a farce. The pri-
mary reason behind the rapid decline in
democratic values currently witnessed
across the world is the lack of genuine po-
litical education and far-sighted thinking
among citizens. Political awareness does
not mean merely keeping track of political
parties or listening to leaders’ speeches; it
implies the ability to subtly analyse how
the state’s policies, economy, social sys-
tem, and international relations affect the
daily life of an ordinary person. Without
this ability, a citizen becomes merely a pas-
sive participant in the governing machin-
ery, incapable of playing any constructive
role in determining the country’s future.
Therefore, to secure the future of democ-
racy, every citizen must not only be a voter
but also a vigilant sentinel who keeps a
sharp eye on every step of the governing
system.

A prevalent misconception in society is
that politics is only for politicians or party
workers, and the task of ordinary people is
limited to going to the polling station on
election day and voting for their preferred
candidate. This narrow notion poses a
grave danger to democracy. In reality, pol-
itics is the driving force that controls every
aspect of our lives. The nature of our edu-
cation system, the availability of medicines
in hospitals, the prices of goods in the mar-
ket, and even what we can eat or wear—all
these matters depend directly or indirectly
on political decisions. When the common
people fail to deeply comprehend this, they
distance themselves from politics or accept
it merely as entertainment. This indiffer-
ence provides the ruling class with the li-
cence to govern according to their whims.
Due to lack of awareness, people forget to
raise their voices against anti-public poli-
cies of the government and gradually begin
to lose their rights. Although it is said in
democracy that the people are the sover-
eign, in practice, the people become pow-
erful only when they are armed with reason
and facts. Any political decision taken
under the sway of emotion pushes the
country toward peril, because emotion is
transient while its consequences are far-
reaching.

In the present era, the explosion of infor-

mation technology and the widespread
reach of social media have created a new
challenge in the realm of political aware-
ness among the public. While access to in-
formation has become easier on one hand,
distinguishing between truth and falsehood
has become difficult on the other. Various
political forces and vested interests are en-
gaged in a well-planned conspiracy to
brainwash the public using social media.
Through fake news, half-truths, and mes-
sages spreading hatred, false notions are
implanted in people’s minds. When a citi-
zen falls into this trap of propaganda, their
judgement vanishes, and they turn into
blind supporters or blind opponents. In
such a situation, there is no place for rea-
son; only blind faith and rage remain. This
is a terrifying disease for democracy, be-
cause democracy thrives on argument, de-
bate, and the exchange of differing
opinions. When a society begins to be
guided solely by a specific ideology or a
fabricated narrative, the soul of democracy
dies there. Therefore, in today’s age, true
political awareness means the ability to
verify the authenticity of information and
the capacity to understand the real intent
behind any propaganda.

Political parties often capitalise on the
lack of awareness among the public to de-
vise strategies for winning elections. When
votes are garnered by invoking religion,
caste, language, or the fear of imaginary
enemies instead of fundamental issues like
development, education, health, or employ-
ment, it indicates that the political con-
sciousness of that society is at a low level.
Aware people never
fall for such emo-
tional issues. They
always ask—what
has the government
done in the past five years? Why are my
children not getting jobs? Why is the con-
dition of government schools or hospitals
so deplorable? When the people start ask-
ing these questions, political parties are
compelled to speak about development.
Unfortunately, a large section of our society
is still unable to free itself from personality
cult or party blindness. They consider the
leader or party as part of their family and
do not hesitate to support any mistake made
by them. This mental servitude cripples
democracy. In democracy, no leader or
party is permanent; what is permanent is
the country and the constitution. Only
when people learn to love the country more
than the leader will the true benefits of
democracy be realised.

There is a deep connection between eco-
nomic awareness and political awareness,
which it is extremely important for the
common people to understand. The benefi-
cial facilities or free goods that the govern-
ment distributes through various

schemes—whose money is that? It is the
tax money collected from the public. Often,
people think that the government is gra-
ciously giving them these things, and in re-
turn, they must vote out of gratitude. This
is a feudal mindset that is shameful for
democracy. An aware citizen knows that
the government’s job is not to show favour
but to ensure the rights of the people.
Rather than creating beneficiaries, the gov-
ernment should prioritise creating employ-
ment opportunities so that people can live
with dignity through their own earnings.
When people demand work instead of
alms, the government’s economic policies
will be forced to change. But as long as
people remain ready to sell their future for
immediate gains, governments will not
think about long-term development. To
stop this process of using poverty as polit-
ical capital, it is essential to awaken self-
respect and economic knowledge among
the people.

The future of democracy depends on a
strong opposition and an independent
media, but the responsibility of keeping
both alive ultimately falls on the public. No
matter how popular the ruling side may be,
a strong opposition is needed to point out
their mistakes and keep them in check.
However, in the current times, it is ob-
served that a section of the public has
started viewing opposition as enmity to-
ward the country. A dangerous trend has
emerged of attacking or socially boycotting
those who criticise or question the govern-
ment. This intolerance is a symptom of
democracy’s death. Aware people must un-

derstand that the gov-
ernment and the
country are not the
same. Criticising the
government does not

mean criticising the country; rather, it is an
effort to improve the country. Similarly, the
public must pressure the media to work im-
partially. When the people themselves pre-
fer biased news or attack journalists who
report the truth, the media also deviates
from its ethical responsibility. To protect
these pillars of democracy, tolerance and
rational thinking must develop in the minds
of the people.

A minimum knowledge of law, constitu-
tion, and citizens’ rights should be manda-
tory for every voter. Most people are
ignorant about the rights granted to citizens
by our country’s constitution. When the ad-
ministration or powerful individuals com-
mit injustice, ordinary people think it is the
rule or their fate. This ignorance allows
corruption and exploitation to take root.
Political awareness should teach people
that everyone is equal in the eyes of the law
and no one is above it. Fighting for one’s
own rights and protecting the rights of oth-
ers is the sacred duty of every citizen.

When even an ordinary person from a vil-
lage can courageously go to a government
office and ask why my work is not done or
where the money for this scheme has been
spent, only then can it be said that democ-
racy has succeeded in that country. This
courage does not come solely from educa-
tion; it comes from political awareness.
Many highly educated people can be polit-
ically unaware, while illiterate individuals
can possess intense political consciousness.
The real issue is the mindset to speak out
against injustice and a sense of responsibil-
ity toward society.

The indifference of the younger genera-
tion is an ominous sign for the future of
democracy. Currently, many young men
and women consider politics a dirty game
and stay away from it. They think that pol-
itics has no role in shaping their lives. But
the reality is that their careers, their free-
dom, and their future—all are determined
by politics. If good people stay away from
politics, the vacuum will be filled by dis-
honest and opportunistic elements of soci-
ety. As a result, the entire system becomes
corrupt. The younger generation must re-
alise that expressing anger only on social
media does not fulfil their responsibility.
They need to actively participate in the po-
litical process, intervene in policy-making,
and step forward to take leadership when
necessary. The student community and
youth power are the main drivers of
change. History shows that in countries
where the youth have awakened, even au-
thoritarian rulers have not been able to
stand. Therefore, fostering healthy political
thinking among the new generation is an
urgent call of the present time.

Finally, the time has come to deeply re-
alise that democracy is not a gift received;
it is the fruit of continuous struggle. Our
ancestors left us this freedom and voting
rights through much sacrifice and hardship.
The responsibility of preserving this dig-
nity now lies with us. If we fail to fulfil our
democratic duties due to temporary inter-
ests, fear, or laziness, we will leave a dark
world for our future generations. Political
awareness means opening our eyes to see,
lending our ears to listen, and judging with
our minds. When even the last person in so-
ciety becomes capable of questioning the
workings of the state, when elections be-
come battles of policy and ideals instead of
emotion, only then will democracy be
meaningful. Let us establish ourselves not
merely as part of the crowd but as thought-
ful citizens. Our awareness is our shield.
The future of democracy lies not in any
leader’s written promises but in the finger-
prints of the common people and the mirror
of their conscience. Only by accepting this
truth and moving forward can our society
and country stand tall in the global arena as
an ideal democratic nation.

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

By: Dipak Kurmi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s two-day
visit to Assam, which concluded on Sun-
day, was not merely another stop on a

crowded political itinerary but a carefully cali-
brated statement about the evolving place of the
Northeast in India’s national imagination. Over
the past decade, Assam has increasingly moved
from the margins of policy discourse to its cen-
tre, and this visit reinforced that shift with both
symbolism and substance. By combining large-
scale infrastructure inaugurations, industrial in-
vestments, cultural remembrance, and direct
engagement with the youth, the Prime Minis-
ter’s programme reflected a multidimensional
approach to development. It sought to signal
that growth is not limited to concrete and capital
alone, but also encompasses memory, identity,
and human potential. In doing so, the visit un-
derlined the BJP-led government’s broader
strategy of accelerating the pace of development
across the Northeast while anchoring it firmly
within the national mainstream.

The inauguration of the new terminal building
of the Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi Interna-
tional Airport in Guwahati stood out as a defin-
ing highlight of the visit. Built at a cost of
around Rs 4,000 crore, the state-of-the-art ter-
minal represents a significant leap in aviation
infrastructure for the region. Its design theme,
inspired by ‘Bamboo Orchids’, consciously
draws upon Assam’s rich biodiversity and cul-
tural aesthetics, offering travellers a sense of
place even before they step outside the airport.
Designed to handle up to 1.3 crore passengers
annually, the terminal has the potential to trans-
form Guwahati into a major aviation hub for
eastern India and neighbouring countries. Once
fully operational, it is expected to elevate the
airport from its current position as the tenth
busiest in the country, thereby strengthening
Assam’s role as the principal gateway to the
Northeast.

Beyond its functional importance, the airport
inauguration carried a deeper historical reso-
nance with the unveiling of an 80-foot statue of
Gopinath Bordoloi within the premises. Bor-
doloi, Assam’s first Chief Minister, occupies a
special place in the state’s collective memory
for his decisive role during the tumultuous years
of independence, when Assam’s future was un-
certain under the Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946.
By commemorating Bordoloi at a site that sym-
bolises movement, connection, and openness,
the government sought to link Assam’s histori-
cal struggle for identity with its contemporary
aspirations for progress. The statue serves as a
reminder that development divorced from his-
torical consciousness risks becoming hollow,
and that the foundations of today’s growth were
laid by leaders who safeguarded the region’s po-
litical and cultural integrity.

Equally significant was the Prime Minister’s
laying of the foundation stone for a new ammo-
nia-urea fertilizer plant at Namrup in upper
Assam, involving an investment of Rs 10,600

crore. This large-scale industrial project marks
a decisive step towards revitalising Assam’s in-
dustrial base, particularly in the fertiliser sector
where Namrup has a long legacy. With a tar-
geted completion timeline of 48 months, the
new plant is expected to enhance fertiliser self-
sufficiency not only for Assam but for the wider
Northeast, reducing dependence on supplies
from distant regions. In an agrarian economy
where timely access to fertilisers directly affects
productivity and farmers’ incomes, this invest-
ment has implications that extend well beyond
balance sheets and output figures.

The Namrup project also reflects a broader
policy shift towards decentralised industrialisa-
tion. For decades, the Northeast suffered from a
paradox of resource abundance and industrial
scarcity, constrained by poor connectivity and
limited investment. By committing such a sub-
stantial sum to a core sector industry in upper
Assam, the government signalled its intent to
break that pattern. The multiplier effects of the
plant, in terms of employment generation, an-
cillary industries, and regional economic inte-
gration, could be transformative if implemented
effectively. More importantly, it reinforces the
idea that the Northeast is no longer viewed
merely as a consumer of national resources but
as a contributor to India’s economic resilience.

The emotional core of the Prime Minister’s
visit, however, lay in his stop at the Swahid
Smarak Udyan in Guwahati, a memorial park
dedicated to the 860 martyrs of the Assam
Movement of 1979 to 1985. The anti-infiltration
movement remains one of the most defining
episodes in Assam’s modern history, shaped by
anxieties over demographic change, cultural
survival, and political rights. By paying homage
at the memorial, the Prime Minister acknowl-
edged the sacrifices made during a turbulent pe-
riod that continues to influence Assam’s politics
and society. For many Assamese, this gesture
resonated deeply, as it represented national
recognition of a struggle that had often been
misunderstood or marginalised in mainstream
discourse.

The visit to the martyrs’ memorial also im-
plicitly underscored the continuing relevance of
issues related to migration and demographic
pressure in Assam. While the language of the
visit focused on respect and remembrance, it in-
evitably reminded the nation that these concerns
are not relics of the past but ongoing challenges
that require sensitive and sustained policy re-
sponses. By situating this remembrance within
a broader development narrative, the visit sug-
gested that security, identity, and growth must
move together, rather than being treated as com-
peting priorities.

Perhaps the most distinctive and forward-
looking element of the Prime Minister’s Assam
visit was his interaction with a select group of
25 meritorious students from different districts,
conducted on the Brahmaputra. In an era where
political engagements are often dominated by
rallies and inaugurations, this quiet conversation
stood out for its symbolic and practical value.

Discussing exam stress, self-discipline, and mo-
tivation, the Prime Minister sought to connect
with young minds at a formative stage of their
lives. This interaction was not about immediate
political gain but about investing in human cap-
ital, reinforcing the idea that the future of Assam
and the nation ultimately rests with its youth.

Such engagements also reflect a broader em-
phasis on education and personal development
as integral components of nation-building. By
choosing students from diverse districts, the in-
teraction subtly acknowledged the varied social
and geographic realities within Assam. Holding
the discussion on the Brahmaputra, a river that
has shaped Assam’s history, economy, and cul-
ture, added a layer of symbolism, linking the
continuity of the past with the promise of the fu-
ture. In many ways, this session encapsulated
the idea that development is as much about nur-
turing confidence and aspiration as it is about
building infrastructure.

When viewed together, the elements of the
Prime Minister’s visit reveal a coherent narra-
tive about Assam’s place in India’s eastern strat-
egy. The focus on airports, fertiliser plants,
memorials, and student interactions suggests an
integrated vision that spans connectivity, indus-
try, identity, and human resources. This ap-
proach aligns with the government’s broader
Act East policy, which seeks to position the
Northeast as a bridge between India and South-
east Asia. Improved aviation infrastructure in
Guwahati, for instance, is not only about domes-
tic travel but also about facilitating international
connectivity in the long term.

The frequency of Prime Minister Modi’s vis-
its to the Northeast in recent years further rein-
forces this perspective. These visits have
consistently been accompanied by the launch of
substantial projects aimed at transforming con-
nectivity, expanding economic opportunities,
and enhancing cultural recognition. For a region
long accustomed to episodic attention, this sus-
tained engagement represents a significant de-
parture. While challenges remain in terms of
execution, inclusivity, and environmental bal-
ance, the symbolic and material investments sig-
nal a clear intent to integrate the Northeast more
deeply into India’s development trajectory.

The Prime Minister’s latest visit to Assam
was not a collection of isolated events but a
carefully woven statement about priorities and
possibilities. By honouring historical figures
like Gopinath Bordoloi, remembering the mar-
tyrs of the Assam Movement, investing in criti-
cal infrastructure and industry, and engaging
directly with the youth, the visit articulated a vi-
sion of development that is both rooted and for-
ward-looking. It suggested that Assam’s future
lies not in being a peripheral beneficiary of na-
tional growth but in becoming an active partic-
ipant in shaping India’s economic and cultural
landscape. If sustained with consistency and
sensitivity, this approach could mark a turning
point not only for Assam but for the entire
Northeast region. (the writer can be reached at
dipakkurmiglpltd@gmail.com)
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Assam’s emergence in India’s Northeast development vision
By: Himnayana Rajbongshi

The importance of fantasy literature in the
mental, intellectual, and creative develop-
ment of children and adolescents is immeas-

urable. Fantasy sharpens a child’s imagination, and
imagination, in turn, gives thought the freedom of
an open sky. Through reading such stories, children
learn to envision new characters, unfamiliar situa-
tions, and entirely new worlds. Fantasy narratives
nurture a love for reading and significantly enhance
linguistic skills. They also play a vital role in shap-
ing moral values, courage, empathy, and self-con-
fidence. By easing mental stress and infusing joy
and hope, fantasy stories become an essential
companion in a child’s emotional world. It is
therefore heartening to note that Assamese chil-
dren’s fantasy literature has recently been en-
riched by the addition of a new book.

The Assamese book is titled ‘Jadukori
Dwipatut Zeeu.’ Recently published, in As-
samese, this fantasy novel has been written espe-
cially for children and adolescents. Published by
Rekha Prakashan,  ‘Jadukori Dwipatut Zeeu’ is
authored by novelist Neelim Akash Kashyap.
This fantasy novel unfolds a delightful, magical
tale crafted with young readers in mind. The story
revolves around a little girl named Zeeu, who,
while travelling with her parents, accidentally
boards a self-moving boat and, by a twist of fate,
finds herself all alone on a mysterious enchanted

island. The novel vividly narrates the many ad-
venturous and thrilling experiences Zeeu encoun-
ters on this magical island. With dreamlike
storytelling woven into every page, the book in-
vites children and adolescents into a captivating
world of imagination. Alongside this imaginative
journey, ‘Jadukori Dwipatut Zeeu’ subtly incor-
porates many life lessons that are essential for
young minds. Beyond fantasy cartoon characters
like Doraemon and Shinchan, books such as
Harry Potter have gained immense popularity
among children and adolescents. Yet, Assamese
literature still shows a noticeable scarcity of fan-
tasy stories written specifically for young read-
ers—rare as a lone chilli in a field of greens.
Stories with the power to truly stir young hearts
and minds, like global fantasy classics, remain
few in number. At such a time, one can reason-
ably hope that ‘Jadukori Dwipatut Zeeu’ will help
bridge this gap. This is because the novel is in-
fused with magic on every single page. Reading
it makes one realise that a sequel is likely to fol-
low. Undoubtedly ‘Jadukori Dwipatut Zeeu’ is a
must-read for children and adolescents.

Published by Rekha Prakashan, the book is also
affordably priced at just sixty rupees. From the
pen of popular novelist Neelim Akash Kashyap—
following ‘Tumi Kiya Nowariba’ and ‘Zeeu,
Kuhi Aru Koto Je Mozar Kahini!’—comes this
engaging fantasy novel for young readers,
’Jadukori Dwipatut Zeeu.’

Living on the enchanted Island: A 
spellbinding fantasy tale for the children

Lack of coaching facilities for 
competitive examinations in upper Assam 
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MISCELLANEOUS

By: Satyabrat Borah 

Imagine standing on a rusty red
plain that stretches so far it curves
away beneath your feet. The sky

above you hangs pale pink, almost but-
tery, and the air is so thin that every
breath feels like sipping through a
straw. Now look up. Really up. A giant
wall of rock rises in front of you, gen-
tle at first, then steeper, steeper, until it
disappears into a haze twenty-two
kilometres high. Your eyes tell you it
cannot be real, yet there it is: Olympus
Mons, the tallest mountain not just on
Mars but anywhere in the Solar Sys-
tem we have ever seen.

Long before spacecraft ever kissed
the Martian surface, astronomers peer-
ing through telescopes noticed a bright
spot that refused to behave like ordi-
nary ground. Sometimes it vanished
under white clouds, sometimes it
glowed like a beacon. In 1971, when
Mariner 9 sent back the first proper
pictures, scientists gasped. What they
thought might be a crater turned out to
be the summit of a monster volcano
wider than the country of France and
taller than three Mount Everests
stacked on top of one another.

The numbers still sound like science
fiction. From its base on the surround-
ing plains to the scalloped edge of its
caldera, Olympus Mons stands roughly
21.9 kilometres high. Mount Everest,
our own champion, reaches a mere 8.8
kilometres above sea level. If you
dropped the Martian giant into the Pa-
cific Ocean, its peak would stick out
far above the water and still have kilo-
metres to spare. The base sprawls
across 600 kilometres, so wide that a
traveller walking around it would think
they were crossing a continent, not cir-
cling a mountain.

Why is it so enormous? On Earth,
volcanoes never grow this big because
the crust keeps moving. Hot spots that
feed lava stay in one place while the
tectonic plates slide overhead, creating
chains like Hawaii or the Emperor
Seamounts. Mars has no moving
plates, or at least none that shuffle

about today. The crust stays put, so
lava can pour from the same vent for
millions of years, piling up layer upon
layer like batter poured onto a griddle
that never shifts. Gravity on Mars is
only about a third of ours, so the
weight pressing down on the molten
rock is gentler. The mountain can rise
higher before its own mass crushes the
ducts that feed it.

Stand at the bottom and you barely
notice you are on a slope. The aver-
age incline is only five degrees,
about the same as a gentle wheel-
chair ramp. You could ride a bicycle
up the lower flanks for hundreds of
kilometres without changing gears.
Only near the top do the cliffs ap-
pear, a ring of steep scarps six to
eight kilometres high where the
ground finally gave up trying to stay
smooth and broke into gigantic steps.

At the summit sits not one crater but
a nest of them, six collapsed calderas
overlapping like petals. The biggest is
eighty kilometres wide. Walk across
that floor and you could fit the entire
city of Paris inside with room left over
for suburbs. These pits formed when
magma chambers emptied and the roof
fell in, again and again, over millions
of years. The youngest lava flows look
fresh enough that astronauts once wor-
ried the volcano might still be active.
Today we know it has been quiet for at
least twenty-five million years, maybe
longer, but on Mars that still counts as
recent.

Long ago, when Mars was young
and wet, rivers of lava longer than the
Nile rushed down these slopes. You
can see them frozen in place, shiny
black streams coiled like rope. Wind
has rubbed away the dust in places, re-
vealing glass-smooth surfaces that
glint in the weak sunlight. In other
spots, the lava built tunnels. When the
outer crust hardened and the molten
river inside drained away, it left hollow
tubes big enough to drive a train
through. Future explorers might park
their rovers inside for shelter from ra-
diation and night-time cold.

The mountain does not stand alone.

It rises from a huge bulge called the
Tharsis region, a blister on the planet
the size of North America. Three other
giant volcanoes line up nearby like
brothers: Arsia Mons, Pavonis Mons,
and Ascraeus Mons. Together they
look as if someone pressed a hot
thumb into wet clay and then sprinkled
four massive peaks on top. Scientists
argue about what created the bulge.
Some say a single plume of hot rock
rose from the mantle and just kept
pushing. Others think many smaller
plumes merged. Whatever happened,
the weight of Tharsis actually tilted the
whole planet a little, like a spinning
top wobbling under a heavy hat.

Around the base of Olympus Mons
stretches a strange moat, a cliff-edged
terrace that circles the mountain like a

castle wall. Lava once flowed out so
gently it spread sideways instead of
down, building an apron that eventu-
ally became too wide for its own
strength. The edges sagged and broke
away, leaving a scarp that towers three
kilometres above the plains. If you
stood on that rim and looked back to-
ward the peak, the summit would be
hidden beyond the horizon because
Mars is a smaller world and curves
faster than Earth.

The air up there is almost nothing.
At the top the pressure is one thou-
sandth of what you feel at sea level on
Earth. A spacesuit would swell like a
balloon, and any cup of tea you tried
to drink would boil instantly from the
low pressure alone. Sunlight is weaker
too, only forty percent of what reaches

Earth, yet the view would stretch for-
ever because there is no haze of water
vapour or pollution to blur the dis-
tance. On a clear day you might see the
three brother volcanoes lined up to the
southeast, their summits poking
through a layer of morning mist like is-
lands in a rusty sea.

People dream of climbing it one day.
The gentle lower slopes would be easy,
almost boring, but the final cliffs are
another matter. No human has ever
climbed a wall eight kilometres high in
one go, and doing it in a bulky suit
with oxygen tanks sounds like a night-
mare. Maybe they will fly instead. A
small hopper plane could glide hun-
dreds of kilometres on the thin air,
using the long runways nature has al-
ready provided. Or perhaps climbers

will ride roped elevators up the scarp,
dangling like spiders on a thread.

For now, robots do the exploring.
Orbiters circle overhead, painting the
mountain with radar and lasers to
measure every wrinkle. In 2021, the
European Trace Gas Orbiter spotted
water ice hiding in cracks near the
summit, frost that clings to shadows
where the sun never reaches. Down on
the northwestern flank, a Chinese
rover called Zhurong sniffed the rocks
and found signs that water once flowed
there billions of years ago, back when
Mars still had oceans and rain.

Every picture we get makes the
mountain feel more real and yet more
alien. The colours are wrong: butter-
scotch sky, brick-red soil, black lava
that shines like patent leather. Dust
devils whirl across the plains, tall as
skyscrapers and thin as smoke. At
night the temperature drops to minus
ninety degrees Celsius, cold enough to
freeze carbon dioxide out of the air
into feathery snow.

One day, maybe soon, children born
on Mars will grow up staring at that
silhouette on the horizon. To them it
will be their Kilimanjaro, their Matter-
horn, the mountain that defines home.
They will tell stories about the ancient
fire that built it, about explorers who
flew drones into the caldera and found
caves big enough to hold cities. They
might even carve trails up the lower
slopes and race electric buggies across
lava fields that have not felt a footstep
in a hundred million years.

Until then, Olympus Mons waits,
patient as stone, the quiet king of a
sleeping world. It reminds us how dif-
ferent planets can be, how lightly grav-
ity can hold a mountain, how long lava
can flow when no one is around to stop
it. Every time we look at its picture, we
feel the same tug: part wonder, part
homesickness for a place we have
never visited. One day we will stand
on those rust coloured plains, crane our
necks, and finally understand what
twenty two kilometres really looks like
when there is nothing taller to compare
it to.

Olympus Mons: King of Mountains

By: Ashok Nilakantan Ayers

Nearly four years since Russia’s February
2022 full-scale invasion of Ukraine, Russia
still occupies roughly 20 percent of the

country, and Russian President Vladimir Putin
made clear Wednesday that he has no intention of
compromising on his territorial demands despite
President Donald Trump’s intensifying efforts to
broker peace.

In a combative speech delivered at the annual
meeting of the Russian Defense Ministry, Putin
lashed out at Ukraine’s European allies and declared
Russia would seize territory by force if necessary.

“We would prefer to do this, and eliminate the
root causes of the conflict, through diplomacy,”
Putin said. “If the opposing country and its foreign
patrons refuse to engage in substantive discussions,
Russia will achieve the liberation of its historical
lands through military means.”

The remarks came as diplomatic efforts to end
Europe’s bloodiest conflict since World War II
reached a critical juncture. European Union leaders
are meeting in Brussels this week to debate an un-
precedented plan to use frozen Russian assets to fi-
nance Ukraine’s defense, while Russia continues to
gain ground, capturing 215 square miles of Ukrain-
ian territory in the past four weeks.

The path to peace has been marked by repeated
failures, most notably Trump’s much-hyped Alaska
summit with Putin in August. The meeting at Joint
Base Elmendorf-Richardson in An-
chorage was intended to achieve a
rapid ceasefire, but after nearly three
hours of talks, Putin and Trump did not
announce a ceasefire or an agreement
to end the war.

Zelenskyy was not invited to the
talks, and had warned that decisions
made in his absence would be mean-
ingless. The Ukrainian president’s ex-
clusion from negotiations became a
persistent theme as Trump pursued a
bilateral approach with Russia that
alarmed European allies.

Following Alaska, Putin and his of-
ficials have repeatedly referred back to
the “spirit and letter” of the August
summit, treating the meeting as a
diplomatic victory. Meanwhile, Trump
celebrated it as “a great and very suc-
cessful day,” though no concrete
progress toward peace materialized.

Yuri Ushakov, an advisor to Vladimir Putin,
summed up subsequent negotiations between the
Russian President and U.S. Special Envoy Steve
Witkoff by noting that “so far, no compromise ver-
sion of a peace settlement has been found”. The fail-
ure stems from Putin’s consistent refusal to
negotiate in good faith, continuing to demand max-
imalist territorial concessions from Ukraine while
offering nothing in return.

The human cost of the conflict continues to
mount at a staggering pace. Russia has sustained
more than 790,000 killed or injured, according to
an April 2025 estimate, while Ukraine has suffered
400,000 killed or injured. Fighting and air strikes
have inflicted over 53,000 civilian casualties, while
3.7 million people are internally displaced, and 6.9
million have fled Ukraine. 

At the current rate of its advance, Russia would
not seize the entire Donbas region until August
2027, according to analysis by the Institute for the
Study of War. Yet Putin appears content to trade
thousands of Russian lives for incremental gains,
gambling that Ukraine’s smaller population and
dwindling Western support will eventually force
Kyiv to capitulate.

The battlefield dynamics remain dire for Ukraine.
Russian strikes since October have pushed
Ukraine’s grid to the brink, with Kyiv residents fac-
ing up to 16 hours a day without power. Russia’s
systematic campaign against Ukraine’s energy in-
frastructure represents a calculated strategy to break
civilian morale as winter approaches.

European Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen underscored the urgency Wednesday, calling
on the continent to take responsibility for its own
security. “There is no more important act of Euro-
pean defense than supporting Ukraine’s defense,”
von der Leyen said in a speech to the European Par-
liament. “The next few days will be a crucial step
for securing this. It’s up to us to choose how we
fund Ukraine’s fight.”

The war’s impact extends far beyond Ukraine’s
borders, disrupting global supply chains and threat-
ening food security for millions. In a country once
known as the bread basket of Europe, the conflict’s
disruption to grain exports wiped $859 million off
the value of Ukraine’s economy.

The war has caused massive disruptions in
Ukraine’s grain exports, with Black Sea ports be-
coming largely inaccessible due to the ongoing con-
flict, causing dramatic price spikes and worsened
food insecurity worldwide. Before the war, Ukrain-
ian farmers earned around $270 per ton of grain.
Now their earnings have dropped to only $100 per
ton—below production costs—while U.S. and EU
farmers have experienced record profits.

The disruptions have cascaded through multiple
sectors. The review identifies five major impact do-
mains: food security disruptions, energy market
volatility, critical material shortages, transportation
bottlenecks, and financial market responses. Energy
prices surged dramatically in the war’s early
months, with natural gas prices rising by 120-130%
and coal prices by 95-97% in the first six months
after the conflict began.

Sri Lanka experienced a dual blow through dis-
ruption of its $142 million tea exports to Russia and
the loss of $4–7 billion annual foreign currency
from Russian and Ukrainian tourists, demonstrating
how even distant nations face economic conse-
quences. Many African countries, which rely on
Ukraine and Russia for more than half their grain
consumption, now confront acute food shortages
with limited ability to secure alternative sources.

Russia itself has not escaped economic damage.
Russia’s GDP declined by 2.1% in 2022 and 0.2%
in 2023, with oil and gas revenues decreasing by
17% due to Western sanctions. Over 200,000 edu-
cated and skilled workers have left Russia, creating
significant gaps in the IT sector and knowledge-in-
tensive industries.

The EU now faces a defining choice: whether to
use approximately 210 billion euros in frozen Russ-
ian assets to support Ukraine. The European Union
on Friday indefinitely froze Russia’s assets in Eu-
rope to ensure that Hungary and Slovakia, both with
Moscow-friendly governments, can’t prevent the
billions of euros from being used to support
Ukraine.

The European Commission has proposed a “repa-
rations loan” that Ukraine would only need to repay
if and when Russia pays war reparations. But the
plan faces significant opposition. Belgium, which
holds most of the frozen assets through the Euro-
clear depository, has expressed deep concerns about
potential Russian lawsuits. Italy, Bulgaria, the
Czech Republic, and Malta have joined Belgium in
calling for alternative solutions.

Russia’s Central Bank announced Friday that it
has filed a lawsuit in a Moscow commercial court
against Euroclear, accusing one of Europe’s largest
securities depositories of unlawfully preventing it
from accessing its own frozen funds. Russian offi-
cials have warned of retaliation, with Security
Council Deputy Chairman Dmitry Medvedev
claiming the move could constitute justification for
war. Yet European leaders increasingly recognize
they have little choice. With Trump having curtailed
U.S. aid and signalling frustration with both sides,
Europe faces the prospect of shouldering Ukraine’s
defense largely alone. France has suggested security
guarantees resembling NATO’s Article 5 mutual de-

fense clause, though Washington’s com-
mitment to such arrangements remains
uncertain.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky warned Wednesday that Putin’s ref-
erence to “historical lands” portends
danger for all of Europe. “There are
other countries in Europe that someone
in Russia may one day call their ‘histor-
ical lands,’” Zelensky said. “We need
real protection from this Russian history
of madness.”

Seventy-four percent of Ukrainians
support negotiated peace along the front
line as of mid-September 2025, backed
by Western security guarantees, suggest-
ing war fatigue even among those under
daily assault. Yet any settlement that le-
gitimizes Russian territorial gains would
reward aggression and encourage future
conflicts.

Putin made clear Wednesday that Rus-
sia remains “engaged in a dialogue with the US,”
but dismissed the possibility of meaningful engage-
ment with Europe under current leadership. “It is
unlikely that this is possible with the current polit-
ical elites, but in any case, it will be inevitable as
we continue to strengthen,” Putin said, openly hop-
ing for political change in European capitals more
favourable to Russian interests.

As winter deepens and the war approaches its
fourth year, the fundamental question remains un-
resolved: whether the international community will
provide Ukraine with the resources to survive and
ultimately prevail, or whether Putin’s bet on West-
ern exhaustion will prove correct. The answer will
shape not only Ukraine’s fate, but the future of the
international order itself. The Brussels summit this
week may provide clarity on Europe’s commitment.
But with Russia advancing daily, diplomatic fail-
ures mounting, and Trump’s engagement proving
ineffective, the path to peace remains as elusive as
ever.What began as a swift invasion intended to top-
ple Ukraine’s government has devolved into a
grinding war of attrition with no end in sight—a
conflict whose economic and human toll continues
to ripple across the globe. (IPA Service)

As War in Ukraine completing four years 
in february, No immediate truce in sight

By: Mr Naoroibam Ratan (Kapu)
Meetei

Manipur’s government colleges
urgently need good teachers.
So, the Manipur Public Serv-

ice Commission (MPSC) recruitment
for 419 Assistant Professor posts is wel-
come news. It brings hope to students,
parents, and thousands of young people
who have worked hard for academic ca-
reers.

But this same recruitment also brings
a painful shock, because one rule can
stop many qualified people even before
they get a chance to compete.The noti-
fication says an applicant “shall not be
less than 21 years and not more than 38
years as on 19thJanuary 2026.” On
paper, that may look like a normal rule.
In Manipur’s real situation, it becomes
unfair because Assistant Professor re-
cruitment has often come after long
gaps (more than 11 years). Reports
show that an earlier large recruitment
for 280 Assistant Professors began
around November 2014 and was com-
pleted around January 2016, and public
commentary described that 2014 adver-
tisement as coming after a hiatus of
about nine years. After 2014, regular
large-scale recruitment did not happen
for many years. When recruitment
comes late like this, the age cap stops
being a neutral condition. It becomes a
punishment for delay.

Teaching careers are different from
many other jobs. A serious academic
pathway takes time. A candidate usually
completes a Master’s degree, clears
NET, often completes a PhD, writes re-
search papers, attends seminars, and
teaches as a guest or contract teacher
while waiting for regular posts. Many
do this work on small honorariums.
These are not “wasted years.” These are
the years that create strong teachers and
improve colleges.

That is why one national fact is im-
portant for everyone to understand. For
UGC-NET, the Assistant Professor cat-
egory has no upper age limit to appear.
At the same time, recruitment rules are
decided by the employer—state govern-
ment, PSC, university, or college. In
simple words: Manipur has the power
to set recruitment age rules, and Ma-
nipur also has the power to correct them
when they create injustice.

If anyone thinks this is only “theory,”
look at the human reality. Many candi-
dates in Manipur cleared NET in their
20s. They then spent years doing PhD
work, publishing, and teaching on con-
tract because regular posts were not an-
nounced. When recruitment finally
arrives after a long gap, some cross 38
and get disqualified in one line—de-
spite being exactly the trained and ex-
perienced teachers our colleges need.

Here is a typical story that many
Manipuri families will recognise. A
candidate cleared NET in 2017, fin-
ished a PhD in 2024, and has been

teaching as guest faculty since 2019.
Today that person is 39. Under the
current rule, that person cannot even
apply. This is not a failure of merit. It
is a failure of timing.

This problem does not only hurt can-
didates. It also harms colleges and stu-
dents. When trained NET/PhD
candidates are blocked, the selection
pool becomes smaller. Departments de-
pend more on temporary arrangements.
Research culture becomes weaker. Stu-
dents lose the benefit of stable, experi-
enced faculty. A fair age policy is not
only justice for candidates—it is also
good for the quality of higher education
in Manipur.

India already shows that age policy
for teaching posts can be designed in
different ways. Some UGC-style re-
cruitments explicitly follow a no upper
age limit approach, like central univer-
sities, certain Delhi-based recruitment
notices. Kerala offers another model:
for some Assistant Professor recruit-
ments, the age window has gone up to
50. These examples prove one simple
point: age rules for Assistant Professor
posts are a policy choice. Governments
can design them in a way that protects
merit instead of destroying careers.

So what should Manipur do now?
The best and most practical step is a

one-time age relaxation for this recruit-
ment cycle, because the harm is happen-
ing right now. After that immediate
correction, Manipur can choose a
stronger long-term reform for teaching
posts. The state may adopt a no upper
age limit approach for Assistant Profes-
sor recruitment, in the spirit of many
UGC-pattern recruitments. It can pro-
tect quality because selection will still
be through qualifications, screening,
and interview.

Finally, Manipur must fix the root
cause: irregular recruitment. The state
should announce and follow a fixed re-
cruitment calendar, at least once every
one or two years. When recruitment is
predictable, controversy reduces, fair-
ness improves, and colleges get better
teachers on time.

Manipur needs strong colleges.
Strong colleges need strong teachers.
Strong teachers are built through years
of study, research, and classroom work.
The state should not close the door on
such people because the door was
opened too late. This problem is not
limited to colleges. Manipur’s govern-
ment schools are also facing a serious
teacher shortage. Many citizens and re-
ports speak of thousands of vacant
teacher posts in primary schools. If
these vacancies are not filled on time,
government schools will struggle to
function properly. When there are not
enough teachers, students suffer, parents
lose confidence, and the government
school system becomes weaker year by
year.

Manipur must not turn administrative
delay into permanent disqualification.

Don’t Punish Manipur’s 
Scholars for waiting: Relax the 

Assistant professor age cap now
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Starlink in crosshairs: How Russia could
attack Elon Musk’s conquering of space

MOSCOW, Dec 22: Two NATO-
nation intelligence services suspect
Russia is developing a new anti-
satellite weapon to target Elon
Musk’s Starlink constellation with
destructive orbiting clouds of
shrapnel, with the aim of reining in
Western space superiority that has
helped Ukraine on the battlefield.

Intelligence findings seen by
The Associated Press say the so-
called “zone-effect” weapon would
seek to flood Starlink orbits with
hundreds of thousands of high-
density pellets, potentially dis-
abling multiple satellites at once
but also risking catastrophic collat-
eral damage to other orbiting sys-
tems. Analysts who haven’t seen
the findings say they doubt such a
weapon could work without caus-
ing uncontrollable chaos in space
for companies and countries, in-
cluding Russia and its ally China,
that rely on thousands of orbiting
satellites for communications, de-
fense and other vital needs.

Such repercussions, including
risks to its own space systems,
could steer Moscow away from de-
ploying or using such a weapon,
analysts said.

But the commander of the Cana-
dian military’s Space Division,
Brig. Gen. Christopher Horner,
said such Russian work cannot be
ruled out in light of previous U.S.

allegations that Russia also has
been pursuing an indiscriminate
nuclear, space-based weapon. “I
can’t say I’ve been briefed on that
type of system. But it’s not implau-
sible,” he said. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov didn’t respond to messages
from the AP seeking comment.
Russia has previously called for
United Nations efforts to stop the
orbital deployment of weapons and
President Vladimir Putin has said
Moscow has no intention of de-
ploying nuclear space weapons.

Weapon would have multiple
targets

The intelligence findings were
shown to the AP on condition that
the services involved were not
identified and the news organiza-
tion was not able to independently
verify the findings’ conclusions.

The US Space Force didn’t re-
spond to e-mailed questions. The
French military’s Space Command
said in a statement to the AP that it
could not comment on the findings
but said, “We can inform you that
Russia has, in recent years, been
multiplying irresponsible, danger-
ous, and even hostile actions in
space.” Russia views Starlink in
particular as a grave threat, the
findings indicate. The thousands of
low-orbiting satellites have been
pivotal for Ukraine’s survival

against Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion, now in its fourth year.

Starlink’s high-speed internet
service is used by Ukrainian forces
for battlefield communications,
weapons targeting and other roles
and by civilians and government
officials where Russian strikes
have affected communications.

System is possibly just experi-
mental

The findings seen by the AP did-
n’t say when Russia might be ca-
pable of deploying such a system
nor detail whether it has been
tested or how far along research is
believed to be. The system is in ac-
tive development and information
about the timing of an expected de-
ployment is too sensitive to share,
according to an official familiar
with the findings and other related

intelligence that the AP did not see.
The official spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the nonpublic
findings. Such Russian research
could be simply experimental,
Samson said. “I wouldn’t put it
past some scientists ... to build out
something like this because it’s an
interesting thought-experiment and
they think, you know, Maybe at
some point we can get our govern-
ment to pay for it,’” she said.

Tiny pellets could remain un-
detected

The intelligence findings say the
pellets would be so small — just
millimeters across — that they
would evade detection by ground-
and space-based systems that scan
for space objects, which could
make it hard to pin blame for any
attack on Moscow.

Clayton Swope, who special-
izes in space security and
weaponry at the Center for
Strategic and International Stud-
ies, a Washington, D.C.-based se-
curity and policy think tank, said
if “the pellets are not trackable,
that complicates things” but
“people would figure it out.” “If
satellites start winking out with
damage, I guess you could put
two and two together,” he said.

Exactly how much destruction
tiny pellets could do isn’t clear. In
November, a suspected impact by
a small piece of debris was suffi-
cient to damage a Chinese space-
craft that was meant to bring three
astronauts back to the Earth.

Weapon of fear’ could
threaten chaos

After such an attack, pellets and
debris would over time fall back
toward Earth, possibly damaging
other orbiting systems on their way
down, analysts say.

Starlink’s orbits are about 550
kilometers (340 miles) above the
planet. China’s Tiangong space
station and the International Space
Station operate at lower orbits, “so
both would face risks,” according
to Swope. The space chaos that
such a weapon could cause might
enable Moscow to threaten its ad-
versaries without actually having
to use it, Swope said.  (AP)
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130 schoolchildren and staff abducted in 
Nigeria last month have been released, police say

Thailand and Cambodia to resume ceasefire
talks after deadly border clashes

ABUJA, Dec 22: Some 130
schoolchildren and staff abducted
from a Nigerian Catholic school
last month by gunmen have been
released, police said Sunday.

Gunmen seized at least 303
schoolchildren and 12 teachers in
Nigeria’s north-central Niger state
when they attacked St. Mary’s
Catholic School in the Papiri com-
munity on Nov 21.

Fifty escaped in the hours that
followed, and 100 schoolchildren
were freed earlier this month.

Niger State police spokesperson
Wasiu Abiodun said in a statement
that “the remaining batch of the
abducted students” has now been
released.

“A total number of 130 victims,
including the staff, have been re-
leased,” Abiodun said.

When asked about the 35 unac-
counted-for schoolchildren and
missing teachers, Abiodun told
The Associated Press: “Further de-
tails will be communicated.”

Presidential spokesperson Bayo

Onanuga said in a post on X that
the “remaining 130 schoolchildren
abducted” have been released.

He said the released school-
children would arrive in Minna,
the Niger state capital, on Monday
and rejoin their parents for Christ-
mas.

“The freedom of the school-

children followed a military intel-
ligence-driven operation,”
Onanuga said.

Sunday Dare, another
spokesperson for Nigeria’s Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu, also said 130
schoolchildren were released and
that none are left in captivity, in a
post on X.

No group has claimed responsi-
bility for the Nov 21 abduction, but
locals blamed armed gangs that
target schools and travellers in kid-
nappings for ransoms across Nige-
ria’s conflict-battered north.

The Niger state attack was
among a spate of recent mass ab-
ductions in Nigeria, and happened
four days after 25 schoolchildren
were seized in similar circum-
stances in neighbouring Kebbi
state’s Maga town. A church in
southern Kwara state was also at-
tacked around the same time, and
the 38 worshippers abducted in
that attack last month were freed.

Bola Tinubu had been under
pressure at home and from US
President Donald Trump, who has
alleged that Christians are being tar-
geted in Nigeria’s security crisis.
Nigerian authorities usually do not
say much about rescue efforts, and
arrests in such cases are rare. Ana-
lysts believe that’s because ransoms
are usually paid. Officials do not
admit payment of ransoms. (AP)

DHAKA, Dec 22: Unidentified gunmen on Monday
shot in the head Motaleb Shikder, a second leader of
Bangladesh’s violent student-led 2004 uprising.

The attack took place in southwestern Khulna city,
days after the killing of prominent youth leader Sharif
Osman Hadi.

“The Khulna Division head of NCP (National Citi-
zen Party) and central coordinator of the party’s work-
ers front, Motaleb Shikder, was shot a few minutes
ago,” NCP’s joint principal coordinator Mahmuda
Mitu said in a Facebook post.

Mitu, a doctor, said Shikder was rushed to Khulna
Medical College Hospital in a critical condition.

The Kaler Kantha newspaper, quoting hospital
sources, said Shikder was shot on the left side of his
head, and he was bleeding profusely when he was
brought to the facility, where the doctors started emer-
gency treatment.

The attack came days after Hadi, a prominent leader
of the student-led protests last year that led to the
ouster of the prime minister Sheikh Hasina-led Awami
League government, was shot in the head on Decem-
ber 12 by masked gunmen at an election campaign in

central Dhaka’s Bijoynagar area.
The 32-year-old Inqilab Mancha spokesperson died

while undergoing treatment in Singapore on Thursday.
Hadi was a candidate for the scheduled February 12
general elections.

The interim government of Muhammad Yunus
staged a nationwide mourning for Hadi’s death on Sat-
urday and said no stone would be left unturned to
track down his killers as violence erupted in Dhaka
and other major cities afresh over the attack and sub-
sequent death. Faisal Karim Masud’s parents, wife and
a female friend of the prime suspect have been ar-
rested by police, but said they were unsure about his
current whereabouts.

After Monday’s clandestine attack on Shikder in
Khulna city’s Majid Sarani area, police said they were
yet at dark about the attack perpetrators or motive but
launched an “immediate manhunt” for their arrest.

Local police station chief Animesh Mondal, how-
ever, informed reporters that Khulna Medical College
Hospital (KMCH) authorities now shifted Shikder to
its City Imaging Centre to pinpoint the state of his in-
jury. (PTI)

After Hadi, another Bangladesh
student leader shot in head KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 22:

Thailand and Cambodia will re-
sume talks later this week to work
toward a more durable ceasefire
along their border, Thailand’s for-
eign minister said Monday, stress-
ing that progress depends on
detailed bilateral negotiations
rather than public declarations that
internationalize the dispute.

A ceasefire agreement in Octo-
ber was rushed to ensure it could
be witnessed by U.S. President
Donald Trump and lacked suffi-
cient details to ensure the deal to
end the armed conflict would hold,
Thai Foreign Minister Sihasak
Phuangketkeow said Monday after
an Association of Southeast Asian
Nations foreign ministers’ meeting
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

While Cambodia has publicy
said it is ready for an unconditional
ceasefire, Bangkok never received
any direct proposal and Thailand
believed such statements were
aimed at increasing international
pressure rather than resolving the
issue, Sihasak said following the
meeting that was arranged to seek
ways to end the crisis.

The general border committee
involving both nations will meet
Wednesday to iron out detailed
measures toward a lasting cease-
fire, he said.

“This time, let’s thrash out the
details and make sure the ceasefire
reflect the situation on the ground
and the ceasefire is one that really
holds, and both sides are going to
fully respect the ceasefire,” Si-
hasak told a news conference.

The border conflict escalated
into deadly combat two weeks ago
and derailed the agreement pro-
moted by Trump, which ended five
days of fighting in July. The agree-
ment was brokered by Malaysia
and pushed through under pressure
from Trump, who threatened to
withhold trade privileges unless
Thailand and Cambodia agreed.
The ceasefire was formalized with
more detail at an October regional
summit in Malaysia attended by
Trump. The fighting has drawn in-
ternational concern. The U.S. De-
partment of State on Sunday

released a statement calling for
Thailand and Cambodia to “end
hostilities, withdraw heavy
weapons, cease emplacement of
landmines, and fully implement
the Kuala Lumpur Peace Accords,
which include mechanisms to ac-
celerate humanitarian demining
and address border issues.”

The fighting is a result of a dis-
pute over patches of territory
claimed by both nations along their
shared border. The latest round of
fighting began Dec. 8, a day after
a border skirmish wounded two
Thai soldiers. Since then combat
has broken out on several fronts,
with Thailand carrying out
airstrikes in Cambodia with F-16
fighter jets and Cambodia firing
thousands of medium-range BM-
21 rockets from truck-mounted
launchers that can launch up to 40
rockets simultaneously.

More than three dozen people on
both sides of the border have offi-
cially been reported killed in the
past week of fighting, while more
than half a million have been dis-
placed, according to officials.

Under the October truce Thai-
land was to to release 18 Cambo-
dian soldiers held prisoner and
both sides were to begin removing
heavy weapons and land mines
along the border. But the two coun-
tries have carried on a bitter prop-
aganda war with minor
cross-border violence.

Land mine explosions have been
a particularly sensitive issue for
Thailand, which has lodged several
protests after alleging Cambodia
laid new mines that wounded sol-
diers patrolling the frontier. Cam-
bodia insists the mines were
remnants of its decades-long civil
war, which ended in 1999.

“These were clearly newly
planted landmines, and this was
confirmed by the ASEAN observer
team,” Sihasak said Monday, call-
ing it a “clear violation” of the Oc-
tober agreement.

The Thai navy said Sunday
one of its marines on the front
line sustained serious injuries to
his right leg from stepping on a
land mine. (AP)

KYIV, Dec 22: The icy ground
crackling under their feet, members
of an elite Ukrainian drone-hunting
team set up for a long night.

Antennas and sensors are
clipped to a light stand. Monitors
and controls are pulled from hard
cases, and a game-changing new
weapon is readied for deployment.

The Sting, shaped like a flying
thermos, is one of Ukraine’s new
homegrown interceptors.

The unit’s commander says the
interceptors can effectively counter
Russia’s fast-evolving suicide
drones, which are now flying faster
and at higher altitudes. “Every de-
stroyed target is something that did
not hit our homes, our families, our
power plants,” said the officer,
known only by the call sign “Loi,”
in line with Ukrainian military pro-
tocol. “The enemy does not sleep,
and neither do we.”

Nightly attacks on Ukrainian
cities and power infrastructure
have forced Kyiv to rewrite the air
defense rule book and develop cut-
price drone killers costing as little
as $1,000.

Interceptors went from proto-
type to mass production in just a
few months in 2025 and represent
the latest shift in modern warfare.

Effective defense in Ukraine de-
pends on mass production, rapid
adaptation and layering low-cost
systems into existing defences in-
stead of relying on a few expen-
sive, slow-to-replace weapons.

Models like the Sting – made by
the volunteer-driven startup Wild
Hornets – and the newly appeared
Bullet can surge in speed before
crashing into enemy drones. They
are flown by pilots watching mon-
itors or wearing first-person-view
goggles.

The economics are crucial. An-
drii Lavrenovych, a member of the

strategic council of the fast-grow-
ing startup General Cherry which
develops the Bullet, says the
drones they destroy cost anywhere
from $10,000 to $300,000.

“We are inflicting serious eco-
nomic damage,” he said.

Russia favors the Iranian-de-
signed Shahed suicide drone and
has produced multiple variants of
the triangle-winged craft, armed
with jammers, cameras and turbo-
jet engines in a constant battle of
innovation.

“In some areas they are one step
ahead. In others, we invent an in-
novative solution, and they suffer
from it,” Lavrenovych said.

Federico Borsari, a defense ana-
lyst at the Washington-based Cen-
ter for European Policy Analysis,
says interceptors are a valuable ad-
dition to Ukraine’s — and Eu-
rope’s — anti-drone arsenal.

“Cheap interceptor drones have
become so important, and so
quickly, that we can consider them
a cornerstone of modern counter-
unmanned aerial systems,” he said.
“They realign the cost and scale
equation of air defense.” Their mo-
bility and low cost allow them to
defend more targets, but Borsari
added: “It would be a mistake to
see them as a silver bullet.”

Their success, he said, depends
on sensors, fast command and con-
trol as well as skilled operators.
They can be used in a menu of op-
tions that starts with multimillion-
dollar missiles and ends with nets
and antiaircraft guns.

Defense planners in Ukraine
and NATO expect the hyper-scal-
ing of drone production on both
sides of the conflict to continue
in 2026, adding urgency to Euro-
pean plans to create a layered air-
defense system known as the
“drone wall.” (AP)

Ukraine is leveraging its
powerful - and cheap - new
drone killers for air defence

MIAMI, Dec 22: The US Coast Guard on Sunday
was pursuing another sanctioned oil tanker in the
Caribbean Sea as the Trump administration appeared
to be intensifying its targeting of such vessels con-
nected to the Venezuelan government.

The pursuit of the tanker, which was confirmed by
a US official briefed on the operation, comes after the
US administration announced Saturday it had seized
a tanker for the second time in less than two weeks.

The official, who was not authorised to comment
publicly about the ongoing operation and spoke on the
condition of anonymity, said Sunday’s pursuit in-
volved “a sanctioned dark fleet vessel that is part of
Venezuela’s illegal sanctions evasion.”

The official said the vessel was flying a false flag
and under a judicial seizure order.

The Pentagon and Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, which oversees the US Coast Guard, deferred
questions about the operation to the White House,
which did not offer comment on the operation.

Saturday’s predawn seizure of a Panama-flagged
vessel called Centuries targeted what the White House
described as a “falsely flagged vessel operating as part
of the Venezuelan shadow fleet to traffic stolen oil.”

The Coast Guard, with assistance from the Navy,
seized a sanctioned tanker called Skipper on Dec 10,
another part of the shadow fleet of tankers that the US
says operates on the fringes of the law to move sanc-
tioned cargo. It was not even flying a nation’s flag

when it was seized by the Coast Guard. President
Donald Trump, after that first seizure, said that the US
would carry out a “blockade” of Venezuela. It all
comes as Trump has ratcheted up his rhetoric toward
Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro.

This past week, Trump demanded that Venezuela
return assets that it seized from US oil companies
years ago, justifying anew his announcement of a
“blockade” against oil tankers travelling to or from the
South American country that face American sanctions.

Trump cited the lost US investments in Venezuela
when asked about his newest tactic in a pressure cam-
paign against Maduro, suggesting the Republican ad-
ministration’s moves are at least somewhat motivated
by disputes over oil investments, along with accusa-
tions of drug trafficking. Some sanctioned tankers al-
ready are diverting away from Venezuela.

US oil companies dominated Venezuela’s petro-
leum industry until the country’s leaders moved to na-
tionalise the sector, first in the 1970s and again in the
21st century under Maduro and his predecessor, Hugo
Chávez. Compensation offered by Venezuela was
deemed insufficient, and in 2014, an international ar-
bitration panel ordered the country’s socialist govern-
ment to pay $1.6 billion to ExxonMobil. Maduro said
in a message Sunday on Telegram that Venezuela has
spent months “denouncing, challenging and defeating
a campaign of aggression that goes from psychologi-
cal terrorism to corsairs attacking oil tankers.” (PTI)

Coast Guard is pursuing another tanker helping
Venezuela skirt sanctions, US official says

MELBOURNE, Dec 22: A man accused of
killing 15 people at Sydney’s Bondi Beach con-
ducted firearms training in an area of New South
Wales state outside of Sydney with his father,
Australian police documents released on Mon-
day allege.

The men recorded a video about their justifi-
cation for the meticulously planned attack, ac-
cording to a police statement of facts that was
made public following Naveed Akram’s video
court appearance Monday from a Sydney hospi-
tal where he has been treated for an abdominal
injury. Officers wounded Akram at the scene of
the Dec. 14 shooting and killed his father, 50-
year-old Sajid Akram.

The New South Wales state government con-
firmed Naveed Akram was transferred on Mon-
day from a hospital to a prison. Neither facility
was identified by authorities.

The statement alleges the 24-year-old and his
father began their attack by throwing four impro-
vised explosive devices toward a crowd celebrat-
ing an annual Jewish event at Bondi Beach, but
the devices failed to explode.

Police described the devices as three alu-
minium pipe bombs and a tennis ball bomb con-
taining an explosive, black powder and steel ball

bearings. None detonated, but police described
them as “viable” IEDs.

Authorities have charged Akram with 59 of-
fences, including 15 counts of murder, 40 counts
of causing harm with intent to murder in relation
to the wounded survivors and one count of com-
mitting a terrorist act.

The antisemitic attack at the start of the eight-
day Hanukkah celebration was Australia’s worst
mass shooting since a lone gunman killed 35
people in Tasmania state in 1996. The New South
Wales government introduced draft laws to Parlia-
ment on Monday that Premier Chris Minns said
would become the toughest in Australia.

The new restrictions would include making
Australian citizenship a condition of qualifying
for a firearms license. That would have excluded
Sajid Akram, who was an Indian citizen with a
permanent resident visa.

Sajid Akram also legally owned six rifles and
shotguns. A new legal limit for recreational
shooters would be a maximum of four guns.

Police said a video found on Naveed Akram’s
phone shows him with his father “reciting their
political and religious views and appear to sum-
marise their justification for the Bondi terrorist
attack.” (AP)

JAKARTA, Dec 22: A passenger bus
crash killed at least 16 people on In-
donesia’s main island of Java just after
midnight Monday, officials said.

The bus carrying 34 people lost con-
trol on a toll road and struck a concrete
barrier before rolling onto its side, said
Budiono, a search and rescue agency
chief who goes by single
name like many Indone-
sians.

The inter-province bus
was traveling from the
capital Jakarta to the
country’s ancient royal
city of Yogyakarta when
it overturned while en-
tering a curved exit ramp
at the Krapyak toll way
in Central Java’s Semarang city, he said.

“The forceful impact threw several
passengers and left them trapped against
the bus body,” Budiono said.

Police and rescue teams arrived about
40 minutes after the accident and recov-
ered the bodies of six passengers who
died at the scene. Another 10 people

died on the way to a hospital or while
being treated, Budiono said.

The 18 victims being treated at two
nearby hospitals included five people in
critical condition and 13 in serious con-
dition, he said. Television news reports
showed the yellow bus overturned on its
side and surrounded by National Search

and Rescue Agency
personnel, police and
passersby as ambu-
lances transported vic-
tims and the dead away
from the accident
scene.

Witnesses told au-
thorities the bus was
travelling at high speed
before the driver lost

control, Central Java Police Chief Ribut
Hari Wibowo said at Dr. Karyadi Gen-
eral Hospital in Semarang where the
bodies were being identified.

The driver was a substitute who sus-
tained serious injuries but was able to
communicate while under medical care,
he said.(AP)

Bondi Beach shooting suspect conducted firearms
training with his father, Australian police say

Passenger bus crash in Indonesia
kills at least 16 people, official says
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Assurance on APFRA rules

HT Correspondent
ITANAGAR, Dec 22: A delega-
tion of the Indigenous Faith and
Cultural Society of Arunachal
Pradesh (IFCSAP), led by its
president Dr Emi Rumi, on Mon-
day met Union Home Minister
Amit Shah at his official resi-
dence here and sought early fram-
ing of rules under the Arunachal
Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act
(APFRA), 1978.

The delegation highlighted that
although the Act was enacted
decades ago, its rules are yet to be
framed, affecting effective imple-
mentation. 

They urged the Home Minister

to intervene to ensure that the
long-pending rules are notified at
the earliest.

The Home Minister assured
the delegation that necessary
steps would be taken to facilitate
the framing of the APFRA rules,
an assurance described by IFC-
SAP as a significant and positive
development for Indigenous
Faith believers in Arunachal
Pradesh.

Members of the delegation in-
cluded Er Katung Wahge, Chair-
man of the Donyi Polo Charitable
Trust and former IFCSAP presi-
dent; Er Dibang Tayeng, Secre-
tary General of the Donyi Pollo

Yelam Kebang; Techi Gubin,
President of Arunachal Vikas
Parishad and Vice President of All
India Kalyan Ashram; and advo-
cate Tambo Tamin, former Gen-
eral Secretary of IFCSAP.

IFCSAP said it has been consis-
tently engaging with authorities
for early framing and implemen-
tation of the Act’s rules. 

The assurance from the Union
Home Minister, the organisation
said, has been received with opti-
mism by Indigenous communi-
ties, who view it as a positive step
towards safeguarding their faith,
culture and traditions in
Arunachal Pradesh.

Arunachal weathers turbulent 2025 amid diplomatic row, protests, natural disasters
ITANAGAR, Dec 22: Arunachal
Pradesh faced a challenging year in
2025, which saw a diplomatic row over
the harassment of an Arunachalee
woman at Shanghai airport, protests
against a power project and natural dis-
asters affecting over 16,000 people.

The year also witnessed the NDA’s
dominance in the political sphere with
the BJP winning a majority of zilla
parishad and gram panchayat con-
stituencies and emerging victorious in
civic elections.

The BJP bagged 170 out of 245 zilla
parishad member (ZPM) seats, includ-
ing 59 uncontested ones, establishing
its clear dominance at the district
level. The party won 14 of the 20
wards in the Itanagar Municipal Cor-
poration elections, while it got two
wards, and its partner Peoples’ Party
of Arunachal (PPA) secured five in the
Pasighat Municipal Council. The op-
position Congress failed to open its
account in both civic bodies.

The year’s most-talked-about episode
was the ordeal of Pema Wangjom
Thongdok, an Arunachal Pradesh native
residing in the UK, who was allegedly
detained for nearly 18 hours at Shanghai
airport in November while transiting
from London to Japan.

According to her, Chinese immigra-
tion refused to recognise her Indian
passport, declaring it “invalid” because
the document listed Arunachal Pradesh
as her birthplace. She also claimed that
officials at the airport allegedly insisted
Arunachal was “part of China” and pres-
sured her to accept their claim.

“I was held at Shanghai airport for
over 18 hours…They called my Indian
passport invalid because my birthplace
is Arunachal Pradesh, which they
claimed is Chinese territory,” she had
written on X, describing deprivation of
food and facilities.

The Centre had immediately issued a

strong demarche to the Chinese side,
with the Indian consulate in Shanghai
intervening in the matter.

Chief Minister Pema Khandu con-
demned the incident as “unacceptable,
unlawful and an affront to India’s sov-
ereignty”.

On the domestic front, the proposed
11,000-MW Siang Upper Multipurpose
Project, considered India’s counter ini-
tiative to a big Chinese dam, faced
fierce resistance from the indigenous
Adi community people, who had held

protests claiming that the initiative
could lead to displacement and irre-
versible ecological damage.

Villagers and organisations like the
Siang Indigenous Farmers Forum
(SIFF) alleged that the project was being
pushed without their consent. Commu-
nities feared submergence of 27 villages
and displacement of 1.5 lakh people,
along with loss of agricultural land, de-
forestation, and threats to fragile ecosys-
tems.

Even culturally significant sites like

Kekar Moying, linked to the Anglo-
Abor war, were perceived as at risk.

Acknowledging anxieties, Khandu
said hydropower generation is only a
by-product, asserting, “The real objec-
tive of the project is to save the Siang
river and the communities that have de-
pended on it for generations.” He also
assured, “If you don’t want a dam…
Chapter closed.”

Experts, however, dubbed the Siang
project a strategic one as it could poten-
tially mitigate risks of the Chinese dam

being constructed in the upper stream of
the Brahmaputra river.

A major corruption controversy also
came to the fore during the year over
compensation for the Lada-Sarli stretch
of the Frontier Highway project in East
Kameng district.

Local organisations alleged that pay-
ments were made for non-existent land
and assets, while genuine landowners
were deprived.

Following a preliminary probe, the
state government suspended four offi-
cials - the DFO, district agriculture offi-
cer, district horticulture officer and
district land revenue and settlement of-
ficer - and recommended suspension of
the deputy commissioner. Later, one of
the four officers was arrested.

Claiming that preliminary findings re-
vealed “massive misuse” of funds,
Khandu asserted that his government
would not tolerate this, and the misused
money would also be recovered.

The arrest of four people by
Arunachal Pradesh Police for allegedly
sharing sensitive security-related infor-
mation with Pakistani handlers also
drew media attention.

The arrests were made in Itanagar
Capital Region, Aalo in West Siang dis-
trict and Miao in Changlang, following

coordinated intelligence inputs. Cases
were registered under multiple provi-
sions of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and the Official Secrets Act, highlight-
ing heightened counter-espionage action
in the sensitive border state.

One of the deadliest road accidents of
the year was reported from the remote
Anjaw district, where a mini-truck with
22 labourers on board from Assam’s
Tinsukia district plunged into a gorge on
the Hayuliang–Chaglagam road on De-
cember 8, killing at least 18 people and
leaving several others missing.

A multi-agency operation involving
the Army, NDRF, police and civil ad-
ministration was launched to locate and
retrieve the bodies, underscoring the
challenges of disaster response in
Arunachal Pradesh’s far-flung border
areas.

Monsoon rains caused destruction
across 26 districts, killing 16 people, af-
fecting nearly 40,000, and damaging
over 670 houses.

From international confrontation to
local unrest and disaster response,
2025 etched a defining chapter for
Arunachal Pradesh, a year that tested
its institutions, emboldened its com-
munities and reaffirmed its strategic
importance. (PTI)

APSCS&T observes National 
Mathematics Day at AP Science Centre

Din Din Club, APLS host book launch
and literary session in Itanagar

IFCSAP delegation meets Amit Shah

Arunachal: Cong flags ` 130-crore land compensation scam, seeks probe

ITANAGAR, Dec 22: Arunachal
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister
Chowna Mein on Monday held an
interaction with an international
delegation of scholars and Tai
Khamti elders at Chongkham in
Namsai district, focusing on the
preservation of the community’s
language, cultural heritage and an-
cient manuscripts.

The meeting underscored the
need for documentation, research
and digitisation to safeguard in-
digenous knowledge systems in
the state.

International scholars included
Dr Yashwant Pathak, Professor at
the University of South Florida,
Devesh Pandit, ICCS USA board
member and executive director of
the Research Institute of World’s
Ancient Traditions, Cultures and
Heritage (RIWATCH) Vijay
Swami, along with Tai Khamti eld-
ers and executive members of Pali
Vidyapeeth at Chongkham.

“The discussions focused on
cultural heritage, language and an-
cient manuscripts of the Tai
Khamti community, highlighting
their rich literary and oral tradi-
tions and the central role of lan-
guage in preserving identity and
indigenous knowledge,” Mein said
in a post on X after the interaction.

Mein said the exchange of views
‘underscored the importance of

documentation, research and digi-
tisation to safeguard these invalu-
able cultural assets’, and added
that such efforts would also help
strengthen civilisational linkages
with neighbouring regions for fu-
ture generations.

“It was a pleasure to welcome
scholars and researchers on indige-
nous cultures and traditions from
USA, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia,

Bhutan and Sri Lanka to the Centre
for Tai Khamti Language and Folk
Culture at Chongkham,” the
deputy chief minister said.

He termed the engagement a
significant step in promoting
global academic collaboration
around Arunachal Pradesh’s in-
digenous heritage.

The visiting delegation was led
by RIWATCH executive director

Vijay Swami.
Mein observed that the presence

of international researchers reflects
the growing global engagement
with Arunachal Pradesh’s indige-
nous knowledge systems and cul-
tural heritage, and reaffirmed the
state government’s commitment to
preserving and promoting the di-
verse cultural traditions of its in-
digenous communities. (PTI)

Global scholars discuss Tai Khamti heritage,
manuscripts with Arunachal DyCM

HT Correspondent
ITANAGAR, Dec 22: A Book Launch-cum-
Literary Session jointly organised by the Din
Din Club and the Arunachal Pradesh Literary
Society (APLS) was held recently at the APLS
Office in E-Sector here, drawing over 30 writ-
ers, literary enthusiasts and dignitaries.

The programme began with the launch of
Noor, the debut poetry collection of Radhe
Yarang. 

Din Din Club president Wanggo Socia inau-
gurated the session and spoke on the objectives
of the club, stressing the need to identify, men-
tor and encourage young writers.

Senior literary figures, including APLS pres-
ident Y D Thongchi, R N Koley, Dr Bompi
Riba and Dr Moge Basar, were felicitated in
recognition of their contributions to literature
and academia. The author read select poems
from her collection and reflected on her writing
journey, acknowledging the support of her
family, friends and teachers.

Offering critical feedback, Dr Bompi Riba
advised emerging writers to seek sound edito-
rial guidance and cultivate originality in their

work. A brief interaction followed, during
which Wanggo Socia recalled encouraging
Radhe Yarang to publish after noticing her po-
tential at Din Din Club meetings.

The literary session featured poetry recita-
tions by Kamwang Wangsu, Tania Mite and
Nyoki Siram, who presented Hindi poems on
themes of love and longing. 

Motivational addresses by Dr Moge Basar
and Y D Thongchi urged participants to con-
tinue writing and highlighted the support ex-
tended by APLS and Din Din Club to budding
authors.

Additional readings were presented by Kapu
Sanjay and Cha Ong Rangjang, while Dr
Bompi Riba concluded the session with recita-
tions of her poems To Study or Not to Study
and Talar. The programme ended with a vote
of thanks by Cha Ong Rangjang, General Sec-
retary of Din Din Club, followed by a group
photograph.

Organisers said the event reinforced literary
engagement in the capital and provided an en-
couraging platform for young and emerging
writers.

ITANAGAR, Dec 22: The Army
will organise an expedition to the
holy Topo Gone, a pilgrimage site
of the Galo community in
Arunachal Pradesh’s Shi Yomi dis-
trict, from January 19 to 24 next
year, an official said on Monday.

Topo Gone is a 2,900-metre
peak along the McMahon Line,
and it finds mention in the folklore
and folktales of the community.

A 24-member expedition team,
including four women, will em-
bark on the expedition, jointly or-
ganised by the Army and the Galo
Welfare Society (GWS), from Jan-
uary 19.

A senior army official said the
expedition will mark a landmark
collaboration in preserving the in-
digenous cultural fabric of the
community.

The Indian army is committed to
ensuring the pilgrimage is con-
ducted with the highest standards
of safety, dignity, and logistical
precision, the official said.

In a recent meeting with the
Army, GWS Research and Docu-
mentation chairman Moi Bagra
shared the historical significance
of the Topo Gone. He highlighted
how the peak has served as a vital
ancestral landmark symbolising
the resilience and heritage of the
Galo people.

Priest Mogi Ori emphasised the
religious importance of the expedi-
tion, which aims to reconnect the
community with a spiritual merid-
ian that has been geographically
challenging to access for genera-
tions.

During the discussion, the open-
ing up of the area by the Defence
and Home Ministry for civilian ac-
cess, development of tourism infra-
structure, and strengthening of
national security and territorial
sovereignty were discussed.

The expedition will be flagged
off from the Aalo Brigade in West
Siang district on January 19. (PTI)

Army to conduct 
expedition to sacred Topo

Gone peak in Arunachal

HT Correspondent
ITANAGAR, Dec 22: The Arunachal
Pradesh State Council for Science and
Technology (APSCS&T) on Monday
observed National Mathematics Day at
the Arunachal Pradesh Science Centre,
marking the 138th birth anniversary of
legendary mathematician Srinivasa Ra-
manujan. 

The celebration paid tribute to Ra-
manujan’s extraordinary contributions
to mathematical analysis, number the-
ory, infinite series and continued frac-
tions, achieved despite his limited
formal training in pure mathematics.

As part of the celebrations,
APSCS&T organised a series of aca-
demic and outreach activities through-

out the month. 
A lecture programme held on Decem-

ber 6 at Government Secondary School,
Mani, featured Dr Neelabja Chatterjee,
Assistant Professor, Department of
Mathematics, NERIST, who spoke on
the importance of mathematics in daily
life.  Another lecture was organised on
December 11 at Vivekananda Kendra
Vidyalaya (VKV), Nirjuli, where Dr
Dakjum Eshi, Assistant Professor, De-
partment of Mathematics, Rajiv Gandhi
University, delivered a talk titled
“Mathematics Is Not a Monster: From
Fear to Fun Through Puzzles and Pat-
terns.”

In addition, competitions including
drawing, quiz, extempore speech and

model-making were conducted on De-
cember 16, 2025, in collaboration with
VKV, Itanagar. 

Around 70 students from various
schools across the Itanagar Capital Re-
gion participated. 

The winners were felicitated during
the main programme on December 22. 

In the quiz competition, Lomra Tacho
and Tai Asha of Government Secondary
School, Itanagar, secured first place. 

Rakli B Bagra of VKV, Itanagar, won
the model-making competition. Aryan
Parasar of VKV, Chimpu, and Tai Jarma
of Ramakrishna Public School, Itana-
gar, secured first and second positions
respectively in the extempore speech
competition, while Jigyasha Das of
VKV, Itanagar, won the drawing com-
petition.

The main programme commenced at
10 am with ceremonial lamp lighting
and floral tributes to Ramanujan. 

Dr Arun Joram, Lecturer, RGGP,
Itanagar, attended as chief guest, while
Dr Pakngu Lombi, Deputy Director,
APSCS&T, presided over the event.
Mrs Gem Peri Tayeng, Education Offi-
cer, Arunachal Pradesh Science Centre,
was also present.

Cash prizes, mementos and certifi-
cates were distributed to the winners by
the dignitaries. 

The programme concluded with a
Taramandal show for students, adding
an interactive and educational dimen-
sion to the National Mathematics Day
celebrations.

APSLSA opens legal aid clinic at Chimpu Police Station

ARUNACHAL 2025

HT Correspondent
ITANAGAR, Dec 22: The Arunachal Pradesh
State Legal Services Authority (APSLSA) on
Monday inaugurated a Legal Aid Clinic at Po-
lice Station Chimpu to enhance access to legal
assistance at the grassroots level. The clinic
was inaugurated by APSLSA Member Secre-
tary Yomge Ado in the presence of Kengo
Dirchi, SDPO, Itanagar, and Niraj Nishant, Of-
ficer-in-Charge of Police Station Chimpu. 

Police personnel, advocates, office-bearers

of the Chimpu Youth Association, local ven-
dors and other stakeholders also attended the
programme.

Officials said the Legal Aid Clinic will pro-
vide legal awareness and free legal services to
people in need, particularly vulnerable sec-
tions, and will facilitate timely legal guidance
at the police station level. 

The initiative is aimed at strengthening ac-
cess to justice and promoting legal literacy
among the public.

ITANAGAR, Dec 22: The Congress on Monday alleged a `
130-crore land compensation scam linked to the Lada–Sarli
stretch of the Arunachal Frontier Highway project and accused
the BJP-led governments at the Centre and the state of failing
to ensure transparency and accountability.

Addressing a press conference, Arunachal Pradesh Congress
Committee (APCC) president Bosiram Siram termed the case
one of the biggest land compensation scams in the state’s his-
tory and demanded immediate corrective action.

Siram said the scale of the alleged irregularities, ranging from
manipulation of land records and fraudulent claims to inflated
compensation and misuse of public funds, points to a ‘well-or-
chestrated scam’ rather than an administrative lapse.

Such a magnitude of financial wrongdoing, he said, could
not have occurred without political patronage or wilful negli-
gence at higher levels. The APCC chief demanded that the state
government issue a comprehensive white paper on the case, de-
tailing the land acquisition process, verification of records, iden-
tification of beneficiaries, disbursal of compensation, and the
roles of officials and political executives. He said the document
should be made public within a month to restore public trust.

Siram further sought the resignation of Union minister Kiren
Rijiju, Chief Minister Pema Khandu, and state home minister
Mama Natung on moral grounds, alleging direct or indirect re-
sponsibility and failure to prevent or act against the alleged
scam. (PTI)

Page 7 Dec 23_Normal Pages  22-12-2025  20:37  Page 1



Demolition of MGNREGA to have catastrophic consequences: Sonia
NEW DELHI, Dec 22: Congress
Parliamentary Party chairperson
Sonia Gandhi on Monday warned
that the “demolition” of the MGN-
REGA will have catastrophic con-
sequences for crores of people in
rural India, and called upon all to
unite and safeguard the rights that
protect everyone.

In an editorial in ‘The Hindu’ ti-
tled “The bulldozed demolition of
MGNREGA”, the former Con-
gress chief said the “death” of the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act was a
“collective failure”.

This comes a day after President
Droupadi Murmu gave her assent
to the Viksit Bharat Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Bill,
which replaces the MGNREGA
and has a provision for 125 days of
wage employment for rural work-
ers.

“MGNREGA realised the Ma-
hatma’s vision of Sarvodaya (wel-
fare of all) and enacted the
constitutional right to work,”
Gandhi said. “It is imperative, now
more than ever, to unite and safe-
guard the rights that protect us all.”

She said the UPA-era employ-
ment guarantee scheme to deal
with rural distress has now been
“bulldozed and demolished”.

The MGNREGA was a rights-
based legislation inspired by Arti-

cle 41 of the Constitution, which
calls upon the government to se-
cure citizens’ right to work, Gandhi
said.

“Over the past few days, the
Narendra Modi government
worked to bulldoze MGNREGA’s
abolition without any discussion,
consultation, or respect for parlia-
mentary processes or Centre-State
relations.

“The removal of the Mahatma’s
name was only the tip of the ice-
berg. The very structure of MGN-
REGA, so integral to its impact,
has been annihilated,” she said.

Gandhi described VB-G RAM
G as “nothing but a set of bureau-
cratic provisions”.

Reacting to the article, BJP IT
department head Amit Malviya
said it “reads less like a serious en-
gagement with law or data and
more like a flight of political
fancy”.

“It is evident that she has not
read the VB-G RAM G Act, be-
cause her arguments rest on mis-
characterisations, selective
memory, and outright falsehoods,”
he charged in a post on X.

Sonia Gandhi said the Modi
government’s law has restricted the
ambit of the scheme to rural areas
as notified by the Union at its dis-
cretion.

Against uncapped central alloca-
tion, there is now a pre-determined

budgetary allocation that caps the
number of days of employment
provided in each state, she
claimed.

The number of workdays pro-
vided is, therefore, left to the Cen-
tre’s priorities rather than the
people’s needs, Gandhi said,
adding that the all-year guarantee
of employment has been finished
off.

The senior Congress leader said
one of the greatest impacts of
MGNREGA was the increased
bargaining power of the landless
poor in rural India, which elevated
agricultural wages.

“This bargaining power will def-
initely be eroded under the new
law. The Modi government is at-
tempting to suppress wage growth,
and that too at a time when the pro-
portion of employment in agricul-
ture has risen for the first time
since Independence, contrary to
what should have been the case,”
she noted.

Gandhi also said that by trans-
ferring a significant portion of the
expense onto the states, the Modi
government was “discouraging”
them from providing work under
the scheme. The finances
of states, already under severe

stress and strain, will be further
devastated, the Congress leader
claimed.

Under the VB-G RAM G Bill,
the cost-sharing pattern is 60:40
between the Centre and states,
90:10 for northeastern and Hi-
malayan states, and 100 per cent
central funding for Union territo-
ries without legislatures.

Gandhi further claimed that
aside from demolishing the de-
mand-based nature of the pro-
gramme, the Modi government has
ended the decentralised nature of
the scheme.

“The Modi government is re-
sorting to fraudulent claims that it
has enhanced the employment
guarantee from 100 days (under
MGNREGA) to 125 days. For all
the reasons outlined above, that
will certainly not be the case. In-
deed, the real nature of the Modi
government’s intentions can be un-
derstood from its decade-long
track record of throttling MGN-
REGA.

“It began with the prime minis-
ter’s (in)famous mocking of the
scheme on the floor of the House
and proceeded apace through a
‘death by a thousand cuts’ strategy
through, for instance, stagnant
budgets, the use of disenfranchis-
ing technology and delayed pay-
ments to workers,” she said.

Gandhi said the demolition of

the right to work must not be seen
in isolation but as part of the long
assault by the ruling establishment
on the Constitution and its rights-
based vision for the country.

“The most fundamental right to
vote is under unprecedented as-
sault. The Right to Information has
been desecrated with legislative
changes that weaken the autonomy
of information commissioners,”
she said.

The Right to Education has been
undermined and The Forest Rights
Act, 2006, was markedly weak-
ened by the Forest (Conservation)
Rules (2022), which removed the
gram sabha from any role in per-
mitting the diversion of forest land,
the Congress leader said, adding
The Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land Acqui-
sition, Rehabilitation and Resettle-
ment Act, 2013, has been
significantly diluted.

“Through the three black farm
laws, the government attempted to
deny farmers the right to a mini-
mum support price. The National
Food Security Act, 2013, may very
well be next on the chopping
block,” Gandhi said.

Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said that in the next
few days, the Congress will an-
nounce a public agitation campaign
to repeal the VB-G RAM G Act that
abolished MGNREGA. (PTI)
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Govt prepares plan for dual-use green
field airport at Great Nicobar

Gross errors in SIR exercise conducted
so far by EC in West Bengal: Mamata

NEW DELHI, Dec 22: The cen-
tral government has prepared an
ambitious plan for the construction
of a dual-use green field interna-
tional airport at Great Nicobar that
will play an important role in the
country’s national security and in
promoting tourism.

According to the Detailed Proj-
ect Report (DPR) prepared for the
strategic airport, it will be devel-
oped as a dual-use military airfield
with the control of the airside and
Air Traffic Control with the Indian
Navy and civil apron control and
associated passenger-related facil-
ities with the Airports Authority of
India (AAI).

Great Nicobar is the southern-
most and largest of the Nicobar Is-
lands. Andaman and Nicobar
Islands’ main city, Port Blair, is lo-
cated at a distance of more than
500 km from the island whereas
international destinations like
Phuket and part of the Sumatra is-
lands are within a distance of 500
km from the proposed airport.

Apart from strategic needs, the
airport will ensure ease of connec-
tivity and hence present a great op-
portunity for tourism-oriented

development that would put An-
daman and Nicobar Islands on the
map of global tourist destinations
as well, according to the DPR.

The Indian mainland is at least
1500 km from this island, with
cities like Delhi ranging at a dis-
tance of approximately 3000 km,
while Calcutta and Mumbai are lo-
cated at a distance of 1,850 and
2,250 km respectively. Singapore,
Vietnam, Bali etc. are within a
range of 1000 to 1500 km from the
proposed airport.

The Great Nicobar island is sit-
uated at the foot of the Andaman
and Nicobar islands and extends
from Ranganatha Bay on the east
coast to southwards to Galathea
Bay and around the corner of In-
dira Point to Pemayya Bay.

The island of Sumatra is located
barely at a distance of 180 km to
the south of the Indira point which
is also known as the southernmost
tip of India. The island covers a
total area of approximately 910 sq
km with the majority of the island

designated as ‘Great Nicobar Bios-
phere Reserve’.

The proposed site is located
along the sea in between Gandhi
Nagar and Shastri Nagar area on
the South side of the Island. The
site is accessible by a road con-
necting Galathea Bay to Campbell
Bay at a distance of approximately
30 km from Campbell Bay.

The site is surrounded by hills
and necessary site grading has
been planned to facilitate safe air-
craft operations. The flight path of
the aircraft will run over the sea,
and there will be minimal distur-
bance due to the overflying of air-
craft at low altitude. The runway at
this site is oriented in an approxi-
mate north/south direction which
is suitable for the prevailing wind
direction, according to the DPR.

The island’s original inhabitants
are the Shompen and Nicobarese
tribes. The DPR also mentioned
about the Great Nicobar Develop-
ment Plan, which is a massive infra-
structure plan envisaged by the
government and  includes a major
transhipment port, airport and future
strategic defence for the southern tip
of Great Nicobar island. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Dec 22: The Delhi High Court
on Monday asked Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and others to respond to
a plea by the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
challenging the order of the trial court that re-
fused to take cognisance of its chargesheet
against them in the National Herald case.

Justice Ravinder Dudeja issued notice to the
Gandhis and others on the main petition as well
as on the ED’s application seeking a stay on the
December 16 trial court order, which held that
cognisance of the agency’s complaint in the
case was “impermissible in law” as it was not
founded on an FIR.

The high court listed the matter for further
hearing on March 12, 2026.

Besides Gandhis, the high court issued no-
tices to Suman Dubey, Sam Pitroda, Young In-
dian, Dotex Merchandise Pvt Ltd and Sunil
Bhandari on the ED’s plea.

While Solicitor General Tushar Mehta repre-
sented the ED in the case, senior advocates Ab-
hishek Singhvi and R S Cheema represented the
Gandhis.

In its order, the trial court had said that an in-
vestigation and the consequent prosecution
complaint (equivalent to a chargesheet) pertain-

ing to the offence of money laundering is “not
maintainable” in the absence of an FIR for the
offence mentioned in the schedule to the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). It
said the agency’s probe stemmed from a private
complaint and not an FIR.

During the hearing on Monday, Mehta con-
tended that the trial court with its view has gone
“horribly wrong” and this would affect other
cases also. He said after investigation, the ED
officials gather evidence and other material and,
like the police files a report, the ED files a pros-
ecution complaint.

Singhvi disputed the submissions made on
behalf of ED but said he will accept notice and
file a reply in the matter. “I want to say some-
thing. I am only saying that there is a perspec-
tive which is contrary to what my friend is
saying,” he said.

The ED, in its plea, said the trial court order
has in effect given a hall pass to a category of
money launderers only on the ground that the
scheduled offence is reported by a private indi-
vidual by way of a complaint to a magistrate.

It claimed there are such grave allegations
levelled against Gandhis and others which can-
not be brushed aside lightly by relying upon ju-

dicial precedents cited to conclude that the in-
gredients of the criminal offences alleged are
lacking.

The ED said the trial court order suffers from
the vice of judicial legislation which the special
judge appears to be admittedly cognisant of.

“The sole ground given for declining cogni-
sance is that a prosecution complaint filed by
an authorised officer under the PMLA cannot
be based on a scheduled offence emanating
from a private complaint filed by a private in-
dividual and such scheduled offence must be
registered only by a Law Enforcement Agency,
that is, either by way of an FIR by the police or
a complaint by a person authorised to investi-
gate the scheduled offence,” the plea said.

The trial court, in its order, said cognisance
upon the complaint being liable to be declined
on a question of law, other arguments relating
to the merits of the allegations are not required
to be adjudicated upon.

The trial court said that despite receiving the
complaint made by BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy and the consequent summoning order
in 2014, the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) refrained from registering an FIR in re-
lation to the alleged scheduled offence. (PTI)

National Herald case: Delhi HC seeks Gandhis’
reply on ED plea against trial court order KOLKATA, Dec 22: West Ben-

gal Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Monday lashed out at the
Election Commission, alleging that
there were “gross errors” in the
draft rolls published following the
enumeration phase of the SIR in
the state.

Addressing a meeting of TMC’s
Booth Level Agents (BLAs) at the
Netaji Indoor Stadium here, she
also dubbed it an exercise “riddled
with blunders from A to Z”.

Banerjee alleged that the EC
was appointing observers without
informing the state government,
and working to foster the BJP’s in-
terests.

“The Election Commission is
working only as per the directions
of the BJP. There are gross errors
in mapping of voters during the
enumeration phase of the special
intensive revision (SIR) exercise in
the state,” she claimed.

Alleging that thousands of “le-
gitimate voters” have found their
names deleted from the draft rolls,
Banerjee said, “We don’t know
how the problems of so many gen-
uine electors can be solved in so
little time.”

In the draft electoral rolls pub-
lished after the enumeration phase,
58,20,899 names have been ex-
cluded, reducing the electorate to
7.08 crore in West Bengal.

Around 1.36 crore entries have
also been flagged for “logical dis-
crepancies”, while 30 lakh voters
were categorised as unmapped – a
significant percentage of whom are
likely to be called for verification
hearings over the next 45 days.

The TMC supremo also asserted
that central officers who have been
appointed micro observers for SIR
hearings have little knowledge of
the local language, and are “unfit”
to conduct the verifications during
the second phase of the ongoing
revision exercise.

“Several central agencies have
played a role in appointing BLOs.
They have also appointed ob-
servers without our knowledge.
The state will extend all coopera-
tion to them, but I must know the

details of all these people, includ-
ing where they live and which de-
partments they serve,” Banerjee
stated.

The chief minister accused the
EC of “forcefully” conducting the
exercise, “which takes two years to
complete”, within two months,
ahead of the assembly elections so
that the state is unable to carry out
its development activities for a
good six months.

“I have never seen such a
shameless commission in the past,
nor do I want to see a repeat of this
current poll body in the future,”
she said.

Without directly referring to
Banerjee’s own Bhabanipur as-
sembly constituency in south
Kolkata from where nearly 45,000
names were deleted in the draft
rolls, Banerjee said, “Several
wards in the Kolkata municipal
area underwent delimitations re-
cently on account of which many
addresses were realigned. That led
to faulty mapping in the SIR rolls.
This isn’t the fault of the BLOs, it’s
an error of the commission”.

At that gathering of about
14,000 BLAs of the Trinamool
Congress from Kolkata and its ad-
jacent areas, Banerjee instructed
party workers to reach out to all
voters whose names have been er-
roneously deleted, and to remain
vigilant about “outsiders trying to
get their names included”.

“Our BLAs must reach voters at
block levels, help them in filing
their claims and objections and as-
sist them during hearing sessions.
Our councilors must assist the
BLAs, wherever required. We will
take strong action against coun-
cilors who will remain inactive
during this phase.

“Attempts are being made by
outsiders to get their names in-
cluded in voters’ lists. You must re-
main vigilant, identify these people
and raise objections,” she said.

Banerjee also reassured the
Matua community members, and
those belonging to minority com-
munities to not worry about disen-
franchisement. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Dec 22: Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on
Monday called on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, a month after re-
taining charge of the eastern state
following the NDA’s landslide vic-
tory in the assembly election.

Kumar was accompanied by
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister and
BJP leader Samrat Choudhary and
JD(U) leader and Union Minister
Rajiv Ranjan Singh during his
meeting with the prime minister.

“Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri
@NitishKumar, Deputy CM, Shri
@samrat4bjp and Union Minister,
Shri @LalanSingh_1 met Prime
Minister @narendramodi today,”
the Prime Minister’s Office said on
‘X’. After the meeting, Choudhary
said that following the resounding
mandate received by the NDA in
Bihar, the chief minister, he and
Singh had a courtesy meeting with
PM Modi, the “world’s most pop-
ular leader”. “Under the guidance
and leadership of esteemed Modi
ji, the country and Bihar are con-
tinuously progressing. During this
time, valuable guidance was also
received on the goals of a devel-
oped Bihar,” Choudhary wrote on
‘X’ in Hindi.

Earlier, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah met the Bihar chief
minister, who had arrived here on
Sunday for a two-day visit.

During the meeting at Shah’s
residence, the leaders discussed
various issues related to the devel-
opment of the state.

The issue of expansion of the
state cabinet is likely to figure
prominently in Kumar’s talks with
NDA leaders during the visit, with
the exercise expected to take place
after Makar Sankranti. Election to
the 243-member Bihar assembly
was held in November, in which
the NDA secured 202 seats and
Kumar returned as chief minister
for the 10th term in office. Among
the NDA partners, the BJP won 89
seats, the JD-U bagged 85, the Lok
Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) 19,
Hindustani Awam Morcha (Secu-
lar) five and Rashtriya Lok Morcha
won four seats. (PTI)

Bihar CM Nitish
Kumar, Dy CM 

Samrat Choudhary
call on PM

BENGALURU, Dec 22: Kar-
nataka Home Minister G Para-
meshwara on Monday said any
differences or confusions within
the party over the leadership issue
in the state have to be resolved lo-
cally as instructions have come
from the AICC president.

The senior Congress leader met
Mallikarjun Kharge at this resi-
dence here, which he termed as
personal and nothing to do with
politics.

“I met the Congress president,
but our relationship is different.
We have a family relationship. So,
I discussed family matters, not pol-
itics. I did not speak even a word
of politics with him,” Paramesh-
wara told reporters after meeting
Kharge.

Noting that Kharge had asked
state leaders to resolve the differ-
ences locally, the home minister,
responding to a question, said,
“That is the message (from Con-
gress chief). What can I comment
on it?”

“Everyone of us should know,
we should resolve ourselves. If the
All India Congress president says
that you (state leaders) resolve
yourself and have nothing to do
with the high command, we all
have to sit together and resolve,”
he added.

His statement came a day after
Kharge said that the confusion
over the leadership issue in the
party’s Karnataka unit exists only
at the local level and not within the
party high command.

He had also said that the local
leaders should take ownership of
the internal disputes rather than
blaming the high command.

The power tussle within the rul-
ing party has intensified amid
speculation about a change in chief
minister in the state, after the Con-
gress government reached the
halfway mark of its five-year term
on November 20.

The speculation was fueled by
the “power-sharing” pact between
Siddaramaiah and Deputy CM D
K Shivakumar in 2023.

Earlier in the day, speaking to
reporters, Parameshwara said since
the instructions have come from
the AICC president to resolve lo-
cally, it should be followed.

“I don’t know with what mean-
ing he has said it, and what instruc-
tions may come in the future. But,
we will have to follow his direc-
tions,” he added.

The home minister said Shiv-
akumar, who is also the state Con-
gress president, and Siddaramaiah
are likely to go to Delhi to attend
the Congress Working Committee
meeting on December 27. “During
the visit they may meet high com-
mand.”

Responding to a question on his
earlier statement that high com-
mand should resolve the issue at
the earliest, Parameshwara said his
intention is that there should be no
issues or confusion, as it may have
an impact on administration.

“We should resolve issues and
focus on promises made to people.
Internal differences should not be
important, governance is impor-
tant. We should rectify things and
give people good governance.

“If issues persist, it may have an
impact on administration, as it may
cause confusion among officials.
Such things have happened in the
past. So, I want issues to be re-
solved and a right message should
go to everyone,” he said.

On some seers in Tumkur pitch-
ing him for the CM post, Para-
meshwara said it is their opinion
and feeling, and they have ex-
pressed it. “I won’t say it is
wrong.”

Regarding the demand for a
Dalit CM, he said, “You (media)
are saying that there is such a de-
mand everywhere.”

Parameshwara, a senior Dalit
leader, is seen as a prime contender
for the CM post, if a leader from
the community is considered, in
case of leadership change in the
state. (PTI)

Leadership issue needs to be 
resolved locally, says Parameshwara

LUCKNOW, Dec 22: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Monday strongly rebutted allega-
tions by Leader of the Opposition Mata Prasad Pandey
over “deaths” due to consumption of fake medicines
and codeine syrup, asserting in the Assembly that no
such case has come to the notice of the state govern-
ment so far.

He said that cases related to illegal diversion of the
syrup were being pursued under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, and the
state government successfully defended its stand in
court.

Launching a sharp attack on the Samajwadi Party,
Adityanath alleged that the largest wholesaler in-
volved in the codeine syrup case, first arrested by the
special task force (STF) in 2016, was issued a license
when the SP government was in power.

Referring to photographs circulating in the public
domain, he said, “Whenever such issues come up na-
tionally, some people immediately flee the country. I
think the same may be happening with your people as
well.”

Replying to the issue raised by the opposition as
soon as the House proceedings began, the chief min-
ister said the matter appeared to be “politically moti-
vated”.

“When an issue is raised unnecessarily, one is re-
minded of the saying ‘Chor ke dadhi me tinka’ (a
guilty person feels the prick of straw in his beard),”
he remarked.

He said, “there is not a single case of death due to
fake drugs reported in Uttar Pradesh till date,” and
added that enforcement agencies remain vigilant.

“From time to time, the Food Safety and Drug Ad-
ministration (FSDA) conducts raids and takes strict
action against erring firms,” Adityanath added.

He also categorically said, “There has been no death
in Uttar Pradesh due to codeine syrup. Cases related
to illegal diversion of the syrup were being pursued
under the NDPS Act, and the state government had
successfully defended its stand in court.”

Adityanath clarified that codeine syrup is not man-
ufactured in Uttar Pradesh, and the state only has
stockists and wholesalers. (PTI)

KORAPUT, Dec 22: Odisha
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi said `160 crore would be
spent for the development of
tourism in the tribal-dominated
Koraput district.

Majhi made the announcement
on Sunday while addressing the
five-day ‘Paraba’ festival organ-
ised by the district administration.

“The state government will
spend at least ` 160 crore for the
development of tourism in the dis-
trict,” he said.

Majhi said the unparalleled nat-
ural beauty of Koraput attracts vis-
itors from across the world.

“From Deomali, the highest
peak of Odisha, to Duduma water-
fall, Gupteswar and ancient Jain
temples, the district has everything
to emerge as a major tourism hub,”
he said.

The CM said the district has set
an example with its unique pro-
duce such as Koraput coffee, mil-
lets, black turmeric and ‘kala jeera’
rice. “Its natural resources are
abundant, and the bauxite found
here is among the best in the
world,” he said. (PTI)

Odisha govt to
spend ` 160 cr for

development of
tourism in Koraput

Largest wholesaler arrested in codeine syrup
case granted license under SP’s govt: UP CM
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MADRID, Dec 22: Raphinha and
Lamine Yamal celebrated each
other’s goals with a raised arm and
hands linked as Barcelona won 2-0
at 10-man Villarreal on Sunday to
stay four points clear of Real
Madrid at the top of La Liga.

Raphinha won a penalty after
being fouled when cutting inside.
He took a slow run-up and sent
goalkeeper Luiz Junior the wrong

way in the 12th minute for his sev-
enth league goal of the season and
Barca’s 50th.

Yamal also grabbed his seventh
this season, striking from close
range in the 63rd after being set up
by midfielder Frenkie de Jong fol-
lowing a goalmouth scramble.

It was a seventh straight win in
all competitions for coach Hansi
Flick’s side.

Barcelona was without central
defender Andreas Christensen, who
tore the ACL in his left knee in
training on Saturday.

Villarreal defender Renato Veiga
was shown a straight red card late
in the first half for a heavy tackle
from behind on Yamal, who briefly
had treatment on the ground.

Villarreal’s defeat allowed
Atletico Madrid to move into third

place with a 3-0 win at Girona.
Atletico has played two more
games than Villarreal.

Atletico cruises to victory
Midfielder Koke put Atletico

ahead in the 13th minute with a fine
half-volley from just outside the
penalty area and into the top right
corner.

Atletico goalkeeper Jan Oblak
made a stunning save to keep out

Axel Witsel’s close-range shot mid-
way through the half, clawing it off
the line one-handed near the left
post. Atletico doubled its lead in the
38th when midfielder Conor Gal-
lagher’s strike from 20 meters
(yards) deflected off a defender and
wrong-footed goalie Paulo Gaz-
zaniga.

Atletico’s traveling fans gave
midfielder Thomas Lemar a warm
welcome when he came on for
Girona in the second half. The for-
mer France midfielder is on loan
this season at Girona from Atletico,
having played nearly 200 games for
“Los Colchoneros” (The Mattress
Makers) over seven seasons.

Gallagher was substituted in the
77th, having come on in the 28th for
Nico Gonzalez.

Clinical Griezmann
Veteran forward Antoine Griez-

mann sealed Atletico’s win with a
clinical goal in stoppage time.

The former France star swapped
quick passes on the edge of the box
with fellow substitute Giacomo
Raspadori, expertly controlled the
ball with the outside of his right foot
and guided a low shot into the op-
posite corner with his left.

Girona remains in 18th place in
the 20-team league.

In other matches Sunday, Elche
crushed Rayo Vallecano 4-0 and
Real Betis beat Getafe by the same
scoreline.

On Saturday, Real Madrid star
Kylian Mbappé celebrated his 27th
birthday with a 59th goal for Real
Madrid in 2025 to equal the club
record for the most in a year held by
Cristiano Ronaldo. (AP)

Barcelona beats Villarreal at La Liga

MILAN, Dec 22: Beleaguered
Fiorentina finally got its first Serie
A win of the season after its oppo-
nent played nearly the entire
match with 10 men.

Fiorentina eased to a 5-1 victory
at home to Udinese, which had
goalkeeper Maduka Okoye sent
off with less than eight minutes on
the clock.

It was Fiorentina’s first win in
16 league matches and saw the
last-placed team cut the gap to
safety to five points.

Midtable Udinese beat defend-
ing Serie A champion Napoli last
weekend.

However, the visitors got off to
the worst possible start as Okoye
came rushing out of the penalty
area and clattered into Moise Kean
who was clear through on goal.

The stopper, who also touched the
ball with his arm, was shown a
straight red card.

Fiorentina took the lead in the
21st minute when Nicolò Fagioli
tapped a free kick towards
Rolando Mandragora, who fired a
low shot underneath Udinese’s re-
placement goalkeeper Razvan
Sava.

Albert Guðmundsson’s fine
strike and Cher Ndour’s header
put Fiorentina comfortably ahead
at halftime.

Kean scored twice after the
break, either side of Oumar Solet’s
consolation goal for Udinese.

An even earlier red
Atalanta managed to snatch a 1-

0 victory against 10-man Genoa,
which saw red in very similar cir-
cumstances to Udinese.

Genoa goalkeeper Nicola Leali
was sent off in the third minute for
a foul on Atalanta forward Gian-

luca Scamacca.
Atalanta, as expected, domi-

nated possession but Genoa —

which looked far more dangerous
with its chances — remarkably ap-
peared to have held on for a draw
before Isak Hien headed in a cor-
ner in the fourth minute of stop-
pages.

United States midfielder Yunus
Musah made his first Serie A start
for Atalanta since the second
round on Aug. 29.

Genoa remained two points
above safety.

Safety hopes
A last-gasp equalizer from Ste-

fano Moreo saw Pisa snatch a 2-2
draw at Cagliari.

Pisa inched to within three
points of safety. Cagliari was left
three points above the relegation
zone.

Elsewhere, Torino won 1-0 at
Sassuolo. (AP)

Fiorentina gets what it wanted for Christmas 

MANCHESTER (ENGLAND), Dec 22: Mor-
gan Rogers scored two brilliant solo goals to
down Manchester United 2-1 and keep Aston
Villa in the hunt for the Premier League title.

The win at Villa Park on Sunday was a 10th
straight victory in all competitions for Unai
Emery’s team, which is third in the standings
and three points off leader Arsenal.

Rogers whipped two curling shots into the
top corner - either side of Matheus Cunha’s goal
for United.

The midfielder fired Villa in front in the 45th
minute when cutting in from the left. His second
came in the 57th - again curling the ball beyond
the dive of United goalkeeper Senne Lammens.

The win maintains Villa’s outstanding run,
which has seen it win 11 of its last 12 games in
the league.

“Our supporters should be proud of every-
thing we are doing together,” Emery said.

Wins on Saturday for Arsenal and second-
placed Manchester City saw the top two pull
away. But Villa’s latest victory was another
show of its title credentials since recovering
from a desperate start to the season.

Villa’s emergence as a surprise contender
comes after it lost two of its first three games
and was winless in five. Now it is unbeaten in
19 games in all competitions, with 16 wins dur-

ing that run.
It was Rogers’ second double in as many

games after scoring twice in last week’s 3-2 win
at West Ham.

“Sometimes it’s your day, sometimes it isn’t,
and luckily lately it’s been my day,” he told Sky
Sports. “I’m feeling really confident and enjoy
my football, but it’s not just me, it’s the team.”

Defeat was another blow for United, which
is seventh in the standings after winning just
two of its last eight games.

But coach Ruben Amorim believes his team
is heading in the right direction.

“I think we are improving ... I think we de-
serve so much more today, but the better team
didn’t win,” he said.

Cunha leveled the game at 1-1 by scoring
from a tight angle in the third minute of added
time in the first half. He could have equalized
again after the break but blew a golden chance
when heading wide from in front of the goal.

“We were really unlucky today,” Amorim
added.

Another setback for United was an injury for
Bruno Fernandes, who was substituted at half-
time after pulling up late in the first half.

“I think it’s soft tissues, so it’s going to take
a while. We’ll see,” Amorim said.

United were already without Kobbie Mainoo
due to a calf injury and the suspended
Casemiro. Bryan Mbeumo, Amad Diallo and
Noussair Mazraoui were also missing because
they are playing in the Africa Cup of Nations.

In their absence, academy graduates Jack
Fletcher and Shea Lacey came on for their Pre-
mier League debuts in the second half. Fletcher
is the son of former United midfielder Darren
Fletcher. They became the first father and son
to play for United in the Premier League.

“During this year, especially in this time, we
have so many problems, but we have to cope
with that,” Amorim said. (AP)

ORLANDO, Dec 22: Matt Kuchar
couldn’t imagine a better ending to
a year when he lost his father than
to finally win the PNC Champi-
onship with his son. There was no
stopping them Sunday in a record-
smashing performance that led to an
18-under 54 and a whopping seven-
shot victory.

The tournament that is all about
family and fun ended with Kuchar
wiping away tears as his voice
cracked while speaking about how
much it meant without his father,
who died in February.

The finish was simply surreal to
him.

Cameron Kuchar, who was able
to use one tee box forward as a high
school student, hammered another
drive and watched his father hit 7-
iron to 18 inches. Kuchar gave his
son the honor of tapping in for the
final touch on an unforgettable
week for the Kuchar family.

“I don’t know if you believe in
karma, if you believe in fate, what-
ever you believe in, there’s some-
thing magical that does exist,”
Kuchar said as tears began to form.
“I’m a believer in God that Dad is
up above looking down, and what
happened on 18, I could hardly
stand up and hit a shot. For me to hit
it to a foot, makes me think there’s
something more out there. Just miss
Pops.”

Peter Kuchar, who at one time
was the top-ranked doubles tennis
player in Florida, first became a
presence on the golf scene when he
caddied for his son when Kuchar
won the U.S. Amateur in 1997, and
when he was low amateur at the
Masters and U.S. Open the follow-
ing year.

He played with Kuchar at the
PNC Championship before yielding
the stage to Kuchar’s sons.

Peter Kuchar died in February of
a heart attack while swimming
when he was on a Caribbean cruise
with his wife, Meg, to celebrate her
birthday.

Kuchar and his son each got the
Willie Park Trophy, a red belt that
Kuchar jokingly said would wear
well with his tartan jacket he won
from Harbour Town at the RBC
Heritage.

The PNC Championship, which
began in 1995 as the Father-Son
Challenge, is for major champions
and their children. It has been ex-
panded over the years to include
The Players Championship win-
ners, senior and LPGA major cham-
pions. Players have brought parents
or daughters.

Kuchar, who won The Players
Championship in 2012, said he
keeps photos to go with the trophies
from most of his nine PGA Tour
victories. In early victories he could
hold both sons. And then they were
too big too hold. The most recent
photo taken Sunday afternoon
leaves him heartbroken.

“And now to have this shot with
the family, it’s clearly missing ...
missing one,” he said, pausing be-
cause his voice was so choked with
emotion. “But it’s special, very spe-
cial.”

So was their golf, and it was a
runaway from the start. Cameron
Kuchar, who has signed to play for
TCU next year, birdied the first hole
and his father hit hybrid to 12 feet
for eagle on the third.

They made only two pars in the
scramble format and countered that
with two eagles. They finished at
33-under 111 to break the tourna-
ment record by five shots.

Lee Trevino delivered the high-
light when the 86-year-old holed
out from the fairway with a lob
wedge for eagle on the 13th hole.

John Daly and John Daly II, a
senior at Arkansas and the Southern
Amateur champion, made eagle on
the last hole for a 59 to tie for sec-
ond with Davis Love III and Dru
Love (58). Nelly Korda and her fa-
ther, and Steve Stricker and his
daughter, finished another shot be-
hind.  (AP)

Matt Kuchar ends the year with
emotional PNC victory with his son

Aston Villa beats Man United 
2-1 to seal 10th straight win
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Raphinha and Yamal score as Spanish leader 

Its first Serie A win of the season

Pakistan colts get hefty
cash reward of PKR 10 million

for Asia Cup title run
KARACHI, Dec 22: Prime Minis-
ter Shahbaz Sharif on Monday an-
nounced a special cash award of 10
million rupees for Pakistan’s U19
Asia Cup-winning squad members.

The Pakistan colts thumped India
by 191 runs on Sunday to claim the
title. Sharif made the announcement
at a reception for the team and offi-
cials in Islamabad where he lauded
the team’s performance.

Sarfaraz Ahmed, the mentor and
manager of the team, told the media
after the reception that the Prime
Minister has announced cash award
of 10 million (Approx USD 36,000)
to each of the players.

Sarfaraz said he was enjoying
working with a bunch of talented
players who had a great future in the
sport. Head coach Shahid Anwar
credited win to a long process of se-
lecting the squad and giving each
player enough exposure of 50-overs
cricket.

“The process started in June
when we picked around 70 players
after trials and then reduced the
number to 20. Most of these players
were then given chances to play 50-
over cricket at domestic level,” Anwar
a former Test batsman said. (PTI)

Cluster Block Level Sports
Meet held at Manja

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Dec 22: The Cluster
Block Level Sports Meet 2025–26
was successfully organised from
December 20 to 21 at the 9th Mile
Chandmari Playground, Manja,
under the Lumbajong Develop-
ment Block of Karbi Anglong dis-
trict.

The event was organised by MY
Bharat Kendra, Diphu, Karbi Ang-
long, under the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, Government of
India, in collaboration with Amar
Youth Club, Manja. 

The sports meet was inaugurated
by Krishna Bhattarai, Member of
Autonomous Council (MAC),
Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council.

President of Amar Youth Club
Bikram Bhattarai delivered the
welcome address and felicitated
the guests, referees and officials. 

The two-day programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic participation
from students, youth clubs and
sports teams representing various
clusters of the development block.

Group events including Volley-
ball (Men) and Kabaddi (Women),
along with individual events such
as the 100-metre race and Long
Jump for both men and women,
were conducted, highlighting
teamwork, discipline and sports-
manship. 

In Volleyball (Men), Nightingale
English High School emerged
champions, while Mohongdijua
High School finished runners-up.
In Kabaddi (Women), Nightingale
English High School secured the
title, with Amar Youth Club

(Women’s Team) as runners-up.
In the 100-metre race (Women),

Rewrew Basumatary of Mo-
hongdijua High School won first
place, followed by Dearlee Hasnu
and Rengka Engtipi in second and
third positions respectively. 

In the men’s category, Waisong
Terang of Nightingale English
High School secured first place,
Mohen Signar of Oxford Model
English High School finished sec-
ond, and Ujit Munda of Manja
Hindi M.E. School came third.

In the Long Jump (Men), Sarji-
nong Rongpi of Oxford Model
English High School won first
place, followed by Waisong Terang
of Nightingale English High
School and Bipson Engti of Ox-
ford Model English High School. 

In the Long Jump (Women),
Mohongdijua High School athletes
dominated the podium, with
Rewrew Basumatary securing first
place, Dearlee Hasnu second and
Sermika Teronpi third.

Winners and runners-up were
awarded trophies, medals and cer-
tificates, while medals and certifi-
cates were presented to the first,
second and third position holders
in all individual events.

The programme was attended by
Manikanta Basumatary of MY
Bharat Kendra, Diphu; Indra
Aryal, former vice-president of
Amar Youth Club; Tarakanta
Poudel, Gaon Bura of 9th Mile
Gorkha Gaon; Rabindra Subba,
Gaon Bura of 9th Mile Chandmari;
Balaram Sapkota, well-wisher of
Amar Youth Club, and several
other dignitaries.

HT Correspondent
HANJANGLANGSO, Dec 22:
The 27th edition of the All Karbi
Anglong Inter Sub-Association
Athletics Meet (2025–26) com-
menced on Monday at the Han-
janglangso Sports Association
playground, with the two-day
event dedicated to the memory
of late Tung-eh Longkumar
Rongphar.

The meet is being organised
under the aegis of the Karbi An-
glong Sports Association
(KASA) and has brought to-
gether athletes from various sub-
associations across the district. 

The inaugural ceremony was

attended by Rustom Raj
Brahma, SDPO, Bokajan, and
Rajen Rongpi, Athletics Secre-
tary of KASA, among other offi-
cials and sports organisers.

The programme began with a
tribute to Tung-eh Longkumar
Rongphar, recalling his contribu-
tions before the start of compet-
itive events. 

Addressing the gathering,
speakers including Jivan Chan-
dra Pathak appreciated the coor-
dinated efforts of KASA and the
Hanjanglangso Sports Associa-
tion in creating opportunities for
grassroots athletes to display
their sporting talent.

Competitions got underway at
8 am with a series of track and
field events. 

The opening session featured
long-distance races, including
the 5,000m, 1,000m and 600m
events, along with field disci-
plines such as long jump and dis-
cus throw, drawing enthusiastic
participation from athletes and
spectators alike.

The athletics meet, regarded
as one of the major sporting
events in the district, will con-
clude on December 23 with the
final events followed by the
closing and prize distribution
ceremony.

All Karbi Anglong Inter Sub-Association
Athletics meet begins 

DUBAI, Dec 22: Shakib Al Hasan’s all-round show helped MI Emirates
register a composed four-wicket victory over the table toppers Desert
Vipers to extend their winning streak in the ILT20 here.

After a disciplined bowling performance in the first innings, MI Emi-
rates overcame early pressure, before Kieron Pollard and Shakib guided
the team to victory. The Desert Vipers managed to score 124 courtesy
Dan Lawrence’s gritty 35 off 34 balls, but MI Emirates navigated a tricky
chase with relative ease.

With the ball, spinner Shakib’s two wickets for 14 runs led the charge
and kept the Vipers in check, before Zahoor Khan’s death bowling en-
sured the total remained below par. In reply, MI Emirates stumbled in the
powerplay and lost momentum in the middle overs, but Pollard’s 26 off
15 balls flipped the contest decisively.

Even after his dismissal, Shakib held firm to see the chase through,
striking the winning boundary to complete a controlled four-wicket win
with 15 balls to spare. In the first innings, the Vipers made a subdued
start in the powerplay, as Chris Woakes was excellent up front, conceding
just 15 runs from his three overs. (PTI)

Shakib Al Hasan shines as MI Emirates down
table-toppers Desert Vipers by four wickets
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Duffy takes 5-42 as NZ bowls out the WI
for 138 to win the 3rd test by 323 runs

MOUNT MAUNGANUI (NEW
ZEALAND), Dec 22: Jacob Duffy
took 5-42 as New Zealand bowled
out the West Indies for 138 on a de-
teriorating fifth-day pitch to win
the third test by 323 runs Monday
and take the three-match series 2-
0.

Duffy surpassed Richard
Hadlee’s New Zealand record of
80 wickets in a calendar year and
finished the series with 23 wickets
at an average of 15.4 including
three five-wicket hauls. He bowled
more than 154 overs as the work-
horse of the New Zealand attack in
the three tests.

“I saw that list at lunchtime and
there were some cool names on
there, so to be up there on any sort
of list with those sort of names was
special,” Duffy, who was voted
Player of the Series, said of his
bowling record.

Absent bowlers. Runs aplenty
New Zealand’s win ended a se-

ries in which both teams had to
cope with significantly depleted
pace attacks and in which a slew of
batting records fell.

The West Indies were without
Shamar Joseph and Alzarri Joseph.
Duffy became New Zealand’s pace
spearhead after injuries sidelined
Matt Henry, Will O’Rourke, Ben
Sears, Kyle Jamieson, Nathan
Smith and Blair Tickner.

The third test was a feast for
statisticians. Devon Conway made
227 and Tom Latham 137 in a 323-
run opening stand in New
Zealand’s first innings of 575-8 de-
clared. Conway then made 100 and
Latham 101 in a partnership of 192
in the second innings before New
Zealand declared at 306-2, leaving
West Indies a target of 462 to win
after being bowled out for 420 in
the first innings.

Conway was the 10th test

player and first New Zealander to
score a double-century and a cen-
tury in the same match and he
and Latham were the first open-
ers to score centuries in both in-
nings of a test.

Latham and Conway accumu-
lated 515 runs across two innings,
a record total for an opening pair.
Latham also followed his father,
Rod, by featuring in opening part-
nerships of more than 100 in both
innings of a test.

“I don’t think it’s sunk in yet. It
will take some time for me to get
my head around what happened in
this test match,” Conway said, “but
I’m really glad we got the win.”

New Zealand faced some criti-
cism for the lateness of its declara-
tions in both innings on a pitch at
Bay Oval which had been rela-
tively docile for the first three
days. Cracks had appeared and
plates had begun to form by Day 4
and on the last day, the ball had

begun to bounce irregularly.
Last Day
Still, Brandon King and John

Campbell survived 16 overs and
scored 43 before stumps on the
fourth day, leaving New Zealand
needing to take all 10 wickets on
the last day to win. Campbell and
King then batted through the first
hour Monday to frustrate the New
Zealand bowlers. King reached his
half-century from 63 balls.

But both openers were out
within five balls — King for 67
and Campbell for a dogged 16
from 105 balls — and that pro-
voked a slump that saw five wick-
ets fall before lunch. Duffy took
three of those, two with deliveries
that lifted uncomfortably.

Duffy then dismissed Roston
Chase after lunch with a ferocious
ball that reared to shoulder height
from just short of a length, giving
Glenn Phillips his third catch of the
day.

Shai Hope batted 78 balls for 3
runs and was out lbw, kicking
away a full toss on his off stump to
give Ajaz Patel his third wicket of
the day. Patel had 85 career wick-
ets coming into this test, which was
his first in New Zealand for five
years. His first wicket of the match
was his first-ever wicket in a test in
New Zealand.

Kemar Roach (4) batted with a
hamstring injury and was bowled
by a ball from Phillips which
turned and took the inside edge.

Anderson Phillip and Tevin Im-
lach held out for 14 overs until
Phillip (10) fell lbw to Rachin
Ravindra. Duffy returned to claim
his fifth wicket and end the innings
after 80.3 overs when he bowled
Jayden Seales.

Close series
The West Indies were competi-

tive for long periods in all three
tests. In the first test, after being set
531 to win, Justin Greaves batted
564 minutes for 202 and the West
Indies batted 163.3 overs to reach
457-6 and draw the match. That
was the highest fourth-innings
score since tests were limited to
five days. Kemar Roach batted al-
most five hours for 58.

Latham made 145 and Rachin
Ravindra 176 in New Zealand’s
second innings of 466-8 declared.

The second test, which New
Zealand won by nine wickets, was
a contrast in which Mitch Hay’s 61
on debut was the highest score for
both teams.

The West Indies made 205 and
128 and New Zealand made 278-9
and 57-1, chasing 55 to win in the
fifth innings. Duffy took 5-38 as
New Zealand bowled the West In-
dies in 46.2 overs in their second
innings to set up the easy run
chase. His first was 5-34 in the first
innings of the first test. (AP)
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Morocco opens 35th Africa Cup of 
Nations with 2-0 win over Comoros

Indian Athletics in 2025: Neeraj hits 90m high but no end to country’s doping woes
NEW DELHI, Dec 22: Despite a rare
blip in form, Neeraj Chopra was the
biggest saving grace for India’s doping-
marred athletics landscape after getting
the 90m “monkey off his back” even as
the sport’s administrators worked to-
wards making the country a hub of big-
ticket events in a bitter-sweet 2025.

The 27-year-old Chopra went past the
coveted mark, considered the gold stan-
dard in javelin throw, in the Doha Dia-
mond League but suffered a heartbreak
when he failed to win a medal in the
World Championships final in Tokyo
later in the year.

Young Sachin Yadav outperformed
Chopra to emerge as a potential world-
class javelin thrower with a fourth-place
finish.

But the doping menace showed no
signs of decline with several top Indians
caught in the net, including Olympian
javelin thrower Shivpal Singh and former
Asian Games medallist discus thrower
Seema Punia.

An athlete-coach duo was also sus-
pended for doping in a first of its kind in-
stance, while two minor athletes too
joined the Hall of Shame.

There was a silver lining though, as
India staged two World Athletics Conti-
nental Tour events, with Chopra hosting
and winning one of them.

The country also mounted bids on
some high-profile continental and global
events, including the 2031 World Athlet-

ics Championships with Ahmedabad as
the proposed venue.

Marriage and 90m high for Chopra
One of the most eligible bachelors in

the country, Chopra tied the knot with
tennis player Himani Mor in an intimate
ceremony in a private resort in Himachal
Pradesh with just a few close relatives
and family members present.

The outside world got to know of the
event only after Chopra himself posted
the marriage photos in his social media
handles. A few months later, Chopra sent
his spear to 90.23m to become the third
Asian and 25th overall to achieve the
feat.

Chopra clinched three more major ti-
tles -- the Paris Diamond League, the
Golden Spike meet and the inaugural NC
Classic. He realised his dream of hosting
a world-class event in front of the home
crowd and family members.

He, however, came up short in the Di-
amond League Finals, finishing second to
German Julian Weber. He was bidding to
regain the trophy he had won in 2022, but
was barely able to touch the 85m mark.

But the most unexpected happened
during the World Championships in
Tokyo in September at the very venue
where he achieved fame and Olympic
gold in 2021.

Struggling with back pain, defending
champion Chopra was ousted after the
fifth and penultimate round with a best
effort of 84.03m that left him eighth over-

all.
He was outperformed by debutant

compatriot Yadav (86.27m) who logged
a creditable fourth-place finish.

Chopra, who had also won a silver in
the 2022 edition, has not finished outside
the top-2 since winning gold in 2021
Tokyo Games. After that, he has either
won or finished second in 24 interna-
tional events.

Never-ending doping menace

India continued to occupy the second
spot in the global list of athletes ineligible
to compete due to doping offences, with
128 athletes in the list released by Athlet-
ics Integrity Unit (AIU).

Some of the country’s top athletes
caught for doping included Shivpal, Pune
Half Marathon winner Pradhan Vilas Kir-
ulakar, sprinter Sekar Dhanalakshmi and
2014 Asian Games medallist hammer
thrower Manju Bala.

Two minors were also handed three-
year bans by the National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA).

Former Indian junior team head coach
Ramesh Nagpuri was suspended for
“complicity” in doping.

Two more coaches -- Karamveer Singh
and Rakesh -- were also suspended for
“complicity” and “administration of pro-
hibited substances” respectively.

Asian Games silver medal-winning
long distance runner Kartik Kumar ac-
cepted a three-year ban from the US Anti-
Doping Agency after testing positive for
a range of banned anabolic agents during
out-of-competition tests there.

Towards the end of the year, 18-year-
old Sanjana Singh, who had won gold
medals in women’s 1500m and 5000m in
the SAAF Senior Athletics Champi-
onships in Ranchi, and her coach
Sandeep Singh were provisionally sus-
pended for a doping offence.

Later, former Asian Games gold-win-
ning discus thrower Seema Punia got a
16-month ban for failing a dope test,
adding to her checkered doping record,
which included two previous violations,
one of them at the junior level when she
was merely 17.

Alarmed by the rising doping cases,
the AFI set up an anti-doping cell to track
down coaches and training centres sus-
pected to be involved in substance abuse.

It also made it mandatory for all
coaches -- qualified and unqualified -- to

register on its portal from this season on-
wards if they wanted to continue training
athletes. It will also not recommend any-
one who trains with unregistered coaches
for national honours like the Arjuna and
Khel Ratna award.

However, except for relay runners, no
other athlete currently trains at national
camps under the Athletics Federation of
India (AFI). Most of them train individ-
ually or at the National Centres of Excel-
lence (NCOEs) managed by the Sports
Authority of India (SAI). Some of them
also train at private facilities administered
by entities such as Reliance Foundation
and JSW Sports.

India as hosts of international events
India successfully hosted a World Ath-

letics Continental Tour bronze level meet
on August 10 at the Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar. The event will be up-
graded to silver level next year, to be held
at the same venue on August 22, 2026.

India also made bids for 2028 Asian In-
door Athletics Championships -- with
Bhubaneswar as venue -- and the 2026
Asian Relays.

The AFI decided to introduce the Na-
tional Indoor Athletics Championships in
Bhubaneswar in March next year, to pre-
pare for the 2028 Asian Indoor Champi-
onships for which it has made a bid.

Meanwhile, Adille Sumariwalla’s reign
as AFI chief came to an end with 2002
Asian Games gold-winning shot putter
Bahadur Sagoo replacing him. (PTI)

MUMBAI, Dec 22: The 10th edi-
tion of the Pinkathon Mumbai
brought together over 5,300
women participants and set a world
record for the maximum number of
visually impaired women running to-
gether, with 115 of them competing
across categories.

The two-day meet that con-
cluded on Sunday, featured 3 km,
5 km, and 10 km races, drawing
runners across age groups.

Pinkathon founder Milind
Soman said, “What stands out
every year is not just the numbers,
but the diversity of women who
show up. From visually impaired
runners to first-timers and compet-
itive athletes, Pinkathon continues
to reflect how women’s running in
India is evolving, becoming more
inclusive, confident, and visible.”

Piyusha Lohar won the 3 km
race in 12:23, followed by Ovi
Patil (13:00) and Jyoti Punjabi
(14:16).

In the 5 km category, Yamini
Thakare finished first with a time
of 18:18, while Komal Khandekar
(20:16) and Shreya Ojha (22:03)
were placed second and third.

The 10km race was won by
Padma Karande in 42:06, with An-
chal Marwah (48:16) and Shalini
Singh (48:52) completing the
podium. (PTI)

Pinkathon draws
over 5,300 women

NEW DELHI, Dec 22: Punjab
Kings’ latest recruit Australian all-
rounder Cooper Connolly prides
himself on being versatile and is
open to batting at any position the
team deems fit in his maiden IPL
season next year.

Known for his aggressive bat-
ting, sharp fielding and handy left-
arm spin, Connolly was snapped
up by Punjab Kings for ̀ 3 crore at
the mini-auction earlier this month.

“I like to model my game on
being able to be versatile in any
position. So whether that’s at three,
whether that’s in the middle, I’m
happy to perform any role,” Con-
nolly said at a virtual media inter-
action on Monday.

The 22-year-old has been in sen-
sational form for Perth Scorchers,
scoring two blistering fifties, in the
ongoing Big Bash League batting
at No. 3.

However, Punjab Kings are par-
ticularly keen on his ability to fin-
ish games and handle
high-pressure situations, as high-
lighted by skipper Shreyas Iyer
post the auction.

“I feel like I’m still learning the
role at number three for the (Perth)
Scorchers. It’s a role I enjoy. But if
the role in the IPL is different,
that’s totally understandable be-
cause it’s a world class team.

“To just be in the middle order
would be sort of a nice opportunity
just to sort of knuckle down and
get to work in the middle order,”
he added.

Connolly has quickly estab-
lished himself as one of the most
promising young talents in Aus-
tralian cricket. He made his T20I
and ODI debuts in September last
year before earning his Baggy
Green in January.

The Western Australian also im-
pressed during the ODI series against
India, producing a calm, match-win-
ning knock under pressure.

Reflecting on his rapid rise over
the past three years, Connolly said
adapting to the demands of inter-
national cricket has been crucial.

“I think over the last three years,
it’s been about understanding how
different the international level is.
It’s about adjusting to that, under-
standing how bowlers are trying to
get me out more and how I can
counter that.”

“I’ve had to earn the right to be
in the Australian set-up. So it’s
about learning from guys like
Travis Head, Steve Smith, how
they go about it and how they sort
of train to all those standards.”

“I’m just trying to tweak my
game slowly and add more strings
to it as I move forward.”

Connolly also said he is looking
forward to working closely with
Australia’s World Cup-winning
captain Ricky Ponting, who is the
head coach of Punjab Kings.

“I’ve heard a lot of good things
about him. I haven’t done a lot of
work with him just yet. So, I’m
looking forward to spending some
time with him and sort of doing

some tweaks to my batting and
seeing what his thoughts are on it.”

He is also looking forward to
face some of the best bowlers in
the world at the IPL.

“Everyone goes to this tourna-
ment (IPL) because it’s probably
going to be the most competitive.
And also looking forward to get-
ting over there and challenging
myself against some of the best
bowlers in the world.”

Aware that IPL conditions will
be vastly different from the fast,
bouncy pitches of Australia, Con-
nolly said adapting to spin would
be a big challenge.

“Yeah, it’s very different to Aus-
tralia. We’ve obviously got some
fast, bouncy wickets. But that chal-
lenge of playing spin is a challenge
that is tough for everyone.

“So, it’s just about picking the
brains of people that have done it
for a long period of time and un-
derstanding how they go about it,
I guess, add their method into my
game and see how I can sort of
play in those spinning conditions.
(PTI)

Versatile Connolly open to batting anywhere
for Punjab Kings in maiden IPL season
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RABAT (MOROCCO), Dec 22: A spectacular
bicycle kick earned royal approval for Ayoub El
Kaabi as host Morocco opened the 35th Africa
Cup of Nations with a 2-0 win over Comoros on
Sunday.

Home fans including Moroccan Crown Prince
Moulay Hassan, who greeted the players before
kickoff, had endured a frustrating game as island
nation Comoros, ranked 108th in the world, stub-
bornly held out against one of the tournament fa-
vorites.

Comoros goalkeeper Yannick Pandor even
saved an early penalty from Soufiane Rahimi.

Brahim Díaz finally broke the deadlock in the
55th minute, setting off relieved celebrations
around the stadium, before El Kaabi sealed the
win with an overhead kick in the 74th.

The prince, watching from his royal box, was
unable to conceal his delight as he applauded.

Morocco’s quest to become a soccer super-
power is a family affair. It was a passion for the
prince’s grandfather, Hassan II, and the current
king, Mohammed VI, who oversaw one of the
most aggressive buildouts in African sporting
history to achieve his aim. The Kingdom is set
to be a main co-host of the 2030 World Cup with
Spain and Portugal.

Mohammed VI’s portrait was beside Gianni
Infantino as the FIFA president proclaimed in
French before kickoff, “This will be the best ever
Africa Cup of Nations!”

The only blemish from a Moroccan point of
view was an early injury to team captain Romain

Saïss, who wiped away tears as he left the field.
“He felt something behind his knee but we

don’t know if it is muscular or something else,”
Morocco coach Walid Regragui said. “We hope
it’s not too serious and that we can get him back
later.”

Spectacular light show
Excitement had been building for hours Sun-

day and wintry showers failed to dampen the
mood. Beninese artist Angélique Kidjo, Moroc-
can singer Jaylann and French-Moroccan rapper
Lartiste performed the tournament’s official song
for the first time during a spectacular light show
for the opening ceremony.

But the highlight for the Moroccan fans –
judging by the sea of smartphones to capture the
moment – was the appearance just before kickoff
of the king’s eldest son beside Infantino and
Patrice Motsepe, the president of the Confeder-
ation of African Football. Prince Moulay Hassan

shook hands with the Comoros players and then
posed for a photo with the Morocco team, seem-
ingly unperturbed by heavy rainfall.

Atlas Lions ready to roar
The Atlas Lions, as Morocco is known, are

backed by many to lift what would be just their
second Africa Cup title 50 years after their only
success in 1976. The final is Jan. 18 next year.

Morocco is the highest-ranked African team at
No. 11. The Atlas Lions became the first African
team to reach the World Cup semifinals in 2022.

Comoros proved to be a difficult opponent on
Sunday.

“I am very proud of my players,” Comoros
coach Stefano Cusin said of his team’s battling
performance. “We have a lot of youngsters. I
think we gave a good image of Comoros.”

The opening match was played in Rabat’s ren-
ovated almost 70,000-capacity Prince Moulay
Abdellah Stadium, one of nine venues across six
cities that were constructed or renovated for the
tournament.

Morocco captain Achraf Hakimi remained
among the substitutes after recovering from an
ankle injury. He showed his African Footballer
of the Year trophy to fans before kickoff.

The tournament mascot is a lion named
Assad, inspired by the barbary lions that once
prowled the mountains of north Africa. The
last known photograph of a wild lion in Mo-
rocco was taken by French army photographer
Marcelin Flandrin from a flight over the Atlas
Mountains in 1925. (AP)

Kokrajhar Veteran FC lift
Jatin Islary Memorial title

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Dec 22: Kokrajhar Veteran FC won the 12th Jatin
Islary Memorial Football Tournament, defeating Salakati NTPC 1–0
in the final played at Harigaon Playground in Salakati here on Sun-
day.

Sushanta Narzary scored the lone goal of the match to secure the
title for Kokrajhar Veteran FC. 

The champions received the trophy along with a cash prize of
₹40,000, presented by BTC Executive Member for Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Derhasat Basumatary. 

Runners-up Salakati NTPC were awarded a trophy and ₹25,000
by NTPC Public Relations Officer Madhurjya Lahkar.

Sushanta Narzary was adjudged the Best Player of the Tournament
and received a trophy and ₹2,500, while Salakati NTPC goalkeeper
Birdao Narzary was named Best Goalkeeper and awarded ₹2,500.

The tournament was organised by the Salakati Sports Promoter So-
ciety.
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