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Eyes jet engine, naval propulsion programmes

NEW DELHI, Dec 28: British
aero-engine maker Rolls-Royce on
Sunday said it is looking at making
India its third “home market” out-
side of the UK in line with a plan
to unlock the full potential of op-
portunities across an array of do-
mains, including jet engines, naval
propulsion, land systems and ad-
vanced engineering.

In an interview to PTI, Sashi
Mukundan, the executive vice
president of Rolls-Royce India,
elaborating on the move, said the
company is planning for a “big in-
vestment” in the country, and listed
developing a next-generation aero
engine in India as a priority to
power the combat jets that New
Delhi will produce under the Ad-
vanced Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA) programme.

Mukundan also highlighted how
Rolls-Royce can contribute signif-
icantly to addressing India’s re-
quirement for electric propulsion
capability for boosting the Indian
Navy’s combat prowess.

The AMCA engine core can be
modified into a naval marine en-
gine and it can also be used for
electric propulsion, he suggested,
noting that Rolls-Royce is among
a very few engine makers globally
to have the capability to “marinize
the aero engine”.

Mukundan, without divulging
specific details, said Rolls-Royce
was eyeing making a significant
investment to expand its footprint
in India, noting that the country
has “scale, policy clarity and a
strong push” towards a defence
and industrial ecosystem that is ex-
panding rapidly and becoming
more sophisticated.

“If everything goes well, it
would be a significant investment.
It’11 be big enough that people will
notice it, but I don’t want to put a
number to it. What matters is the
impact of this investment, which
would be the development of the
entire value chain and ecosystem
here across sectors that we operate
in,” he said.

The top Rolls-Royce executive
said the company will firm up two
Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs) with two defence public
sector undertakings in India. While

one pact is for manufacturing the
engines for the Arjun tanks, the
other is for engines for the future
ready combat vehicles.

In October, CEO Tufan Ergin-
bilgic, during a business round-
table had conveyed to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi that India
is going to be very critical for
Rolls-Royce going forward.

“We have developed two other
home markets outside the UK --
the US and Germany. We want to
make India our next one. What do
we mean by that? We want to do
everything across the field, and it’s
not just defence,” Mukundan said.

“That ambition cuts across de-
fence, naval propulsion, land sys-
tems, manufacturing, advanced
engineering skills and technology
development, all of which align
closely with India’s own priori-
ties,” he said.

On the engines for AMCA,
Mukundan said extensive discus-
sions and background work are un-
derway on how to move forward.

“If India is thinking about next-
generation engines, Rolls-Royce is
probably the best partner. We have
the capability, we have the experi-
ence both in India and globally,
and we have repeatedly demon-
strated that we can do it,” he said.

Mukundan said all of the engine
design work can be done in India,
with the relevant technology trans-
ferred and all new intellectual
property (IP) rights can be jointly
owned with India.

“Once you own design IP, you
have strategic control. Manufactur-
ing then becomes the next stage,
and that is always more complex.
It’s about ensuring that capability
is built systematically and safely,”
he said.

The top executive said that
Rolls-Royce engines for AMCA
could be helpful for India in devel-
oping electric propulsion for naval
engines.

Elaborating on it, he said essen-
tially, electric and hybrid propul-
sion naval engines are marine gas
turbines, which are built from the
aero engine core.

“Rolls-Royce is one of the few
engine makers who have the capa-
bility to marinize the aero engine
at scale. Why this matters is that it
is not viable to build an entire ma-
rine propulsion supply chain from
scratch here because the quantities
in the navy are very low,” he said.

“But if the aero-core derivative
is built and co-designed in India,
the overlapping supply chain be-
comes justifiable and can support
both the aero and naval marine,”
he noted.

Mukundan also highlighted
Rolls-Royce’s dominance in the
global jet engine manufacturing.

“If we look at it globally, we’ve
been building and certifying en-
gines every 18 months, including
combat and commercial. If I talk
specifically about combat, we
power the Eurofighter Typhoon
with our EJ200 engine, which is

Rolis-Royce plans big
Investment in india

one of our recent engine pro-
grammes, with 90 kilonewton
thrust capacity.”

He also said that Rolls-Royce is
leading the mandate of the Global
Combat Aircraft Programme,
which is an initiative of the UK,
along with Japan and Italy, to de-
velop a sixth-generation aircraft
engine.

“We were also part of a joint
program where GE and Rolls-
Royce together developed an en-
gine  specifically  for  the
fifth-generation F-35, which is an-
other example of recent engine de-
velopment, particularly in the
thrust range or even above the
thrust range that India is looking to
build,” Mukundan said.

The F-136 engine was the only
engine specifically developed for
the F-35 aircraft, with engine de-
velopment led by GE Aviation and
Rolls-Royce.

The executive vice president
sounded bullish on India and espe-
cially pointed out the Indian gov-
ernment’s “visible focus” on
building indigenous capability
across naval, land and air domains.

“Over the long term, India will
be a major global power. And India
is increasingly supporting others in
the Global South. For us, there is a
lot to work with, and it is all
linked,” he said.

“It’s not just about market ac-
cess; India is one of the few places
where all the pieces genuinely fit
together.” “For Rolls-Royce, that
makes India not just an important
market, but a long-term strategic
home,” he said.

Mukundan also briefly touched
upon the commercial aviation sec-
tor in India and described it as a
rapidly growing market where
Rolls-Royce has the most ad-
vanced technology offerings to
power and propel the growth.

“We are already partnering in
expansion plans of some of the
biggest carriers in the country.”

“Then there is energy security
where we are supporting backup
power generation for critical de-
fence and civil infrastructure, such
as airports, as well as data centres
and the semiconductor industry,”
he said. (PTI)

Satcom services after security clearance,

spectrum allocation, says Scindia

NEW DELHI, Dec 28: Satellite communica-
tion services will be rolled out in the country
after players in the segment, including Elon
Musk-owned Starlink, comply with the de-
mands of security agencies, Union Telecom
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia said.

The minister, in an interview to PTI, said the
government will soon be in a position to allo-
cate spectrum to satcom players - Starlink, Eu-
telsat One, and Jio SGS - once Department of
Telecom (DoT) finalises spectrum pricing.

“There are two issues that need to be ad-
dressed. One by the licence holders OneWeb,
Reliance Jio, and Starlink, which is to comply
with security clearances regarding international
gateways, ensuring data remains in India, and
so on,” Scindia said.

The minister added that the government has
already allocated provisional spectrum to sat-
com companies to demonstrate compliance ca-
pability with security agencies. “They are in the
process of doing that, so they need to comply,”
Scindia said. He noted that the government is
in the process of finalising spectrum pricing,

which is being dealt with by DoT and the Tele-
com Regulatory Authority of India (Trai). “Hope-
fully that should be resolved soon,” Scindia said.
Trai and DoT have differences on several points
over spectrum for satcom services.

Earlier this month, Trai rejected several sug-
gestions made by the DoT on spectrum alloca-
tion for satcom services, including levying a 5
per cent annual spectrum fee on satellite com-
munication players instead of 4 per cent, and
scrapping a 3500 fee per connection in urban
areas, among other points. DoT is expected to
give its presentation before the apex decision-
making body in the telecom sector, the Digital
Communication Commission (DCC). The DCC
will decide on the future course of action on
spectrum pricing, which may include seeking
Cabinet approval on the final decision. Talking
about relief sought by Vodafone Idea (VIL), the
minister said the DoT is still working on it. “We
are today applying our minds on that. It is work
in progress within the Department of Telecom-
munications,” Scindia said.

VIL, in a letter to the DoT earlier this year,

said its liabilities to the government are to the
tune of around X 2 lakh crore, which includes I
1.19 lakh crore towards spectrum dues.

The company said that in case of no support,
the Centre will face significant direct monetary
loss with no recovery of spectrum dues, equity
value of ¥ 53,083 crore becoming nil, and no
recovery of AGR dues.

The Supreme Court has given the govern-
ment an option to resolve the issue within the
ambit of its policy-making powers.

When asked about the sustainability of re-
peated relief to VIL, the minister said no relief
has been given to the company so far.

“We have not given any relief as such. We
have converted our dues into equity. Therefore,
we hold a 49 per cent equity stake in Vodafone
against dues of close to, if I recall correctly,
37,000 crore. That is now the Government of
India’s equity stake in that company,” Scindia
said. In the absence of any relief, VIL needs to
pay around X 18,000 crore by March 2026, and
a similar amount every year for the next six
years. (PTI)

Ambuja Neotia to revive stalled
Usshar project in Kolkata

KOLKATA, Dec 28: The NCLT
has approved a resolution plan
submitted by Ambuja Housing and
Urban Infrastructure Company Ltd
(AHUICL) to take over and com-
plete the stalled Usshar residential
project at Batanagar near Kolkata,
a company statement said on Sun-
day.

The decision by the Kolkata
bench of the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) marks a
breakthrough in the “parcel-wise”
resolution of the debt-ridden
Riverbank Developers Private Ltd
(RDPL), the original promoter of
the 223.8-acre Calcutta Riverside
township.

lishing a clear execution timeline,
according to the statement.

Earlier reports indicated that fi-
nancial creditors held an 83.24 per
cent voting share in the committee
of creditors, while homebuyers ac-
counted for approximately 11.2
per cent.

The Ambuja Neotia group clar-
ified that the acquisition was
strictly limited to the Usshar proj-
ect and did not involve the as-
sumption of any other liabilities or
debts of Riverbank Developers.

This “parcel-wise” resolution
strategy is being viewed as a land-
mark move for the regional real es-
tate sector, realtors said.

The Usshar project had been in
a state of limbo for several years
with no progress in construction,
leaving hundreds of homebuyers
in uncertainty.

Ambuja Neotia, which was pre-
viously associated with the project
restricted to only management
consultancy, has now committed
to completing the remaining con-
struction and handing over the res-
idences to the buyers.

Under the terms of the court-ap-
proved plan, AHUICL, a sub-
sidiary of the Ambuja Neotia

Group, will acquire the 9.4-acre
parcel dedicated to the Usshar
project with an upfront payment of
R 34 crore.

The resolution is specifically
structured to isolate this residential
asset from the broader financial li-
abilities of RDPL, which entered
the Corporate Insolvency Resolu-
tion Process (CIRP) following de-
faults on bank loans.

Ambuja Neotia Group Chair-
man Harshavardhan Neotia stated
that the approval brought much-
needed clarity and stability to a

project that has faced prolonged
instability. He emphasised that the
group’s approach is to revive the
Usshar project responsibly, with a
focus on transparency and care for
all stakeholders, particularly the
homebuyers. With the NCLT man-
date now in place, the Ambuja
Neotia Group is expected to initi-
ate a structured revival plan imme-
diately, the official said.

The focus will shift to regula-
tory compliance under the West
Bengal Real Estate Regulatory
Authority (WBRERA) and estab-

By carving out a single project
from a mega-township, the tribu-
nal has ensured that a viable seg-
ment of the development can
move toward for completion with-
out being held back by the legal
and financial entanglements of the
entire 262-acre site.

The larger township, which
originally grew out of a redevelop-
ment of the Bata India factory
land, includes other residential
phases, a golf course, and retail
spaces that remain subject to sep-
arate resolution tracks. (PTI)
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Paying tribute to martyrs

Named after two icons of Assam’s cultural landscape, the state-of-the-art auditorium is the largest in the re-
gion and is expected to serve as a major hub for cultural, literary and public events.

Amit Shah’s visit comes at a time when Assam is witnessing significant infrastructure expansion and ad-
ministrative reforms. The series of engagements reflects the Centre’s dual focus on strengthening governance
and celebrating Assam’s cultural identity.

FIR filed over ‘Karbi Go Back

the Assam Gorkha Sammelan—jointly condemned the slogans and distanced their respective communities
from the remarks. The organisations stated that xenophobic comments targeting the indigenous Karbi commu-
nity were unacceptable and posed a serious threat to the district’s long-standing communal harmony.
Community leaders have appealed for restraint and calm, with many viewing the FIR filed by non-tribal or-
ganisations as a significant step towards de-escalating ethnic tensions and reinforcing social cohesion in the

Sixth Schedule area.
Over 87 acres of grazing

High Court against the administration’s notice, the DC said.

“Today, the eviction was carried out in the land encroached by the remaining 367 families,” he said. About
20 excavators were pressed into service while heavy security deployment was made in the area to ensure peace-
ful eviction. An alleged encroacher, Alap Uddin Haji, who lost his house, claimed that they did not know that
it was VGR land that his family had been occupying.

“We have been living here since my father’s time. We have nowhere to go now,” he said. Haji also claimed
that he had been trying to secure the rights of the land for several years, but the authorities had not informed
him of the actual status of the land. (PTI)

Assam cabinet approves

This move aligns Assam with the National Incentive Framework, enabling the state to avail incentives of up
to X150 crore, he said. (PTI)

Cong to contest 100 seats,

party flag and paid floral tributes to the portraits of Mahatma Gandhi and Assam’s cultural icon Zubeen Garg.
A procession was also taken out in Tezpur on the occasion, with top state party leaders, including former
presidents Bhupen Borah and Ripun Bora, participating in it. (PTI)

Situation 1n KA dists improves

Grazing Reserve (PGR) lands in the tribal belts by the Hindi-speaking people.

Agitators from the Karbi community had been on a hunger strike for 15 days, demanding the eviction of al-
leged illegal settlers, who mostly hail from Bihar, from VGR and PGR lands in the tribal belts.

The protesters went on a rampage on Monday after police took away three agitators from the protest site
during the early hours, reportedly to a Guwahati hospital as their health had deteriorated, which the adminis-
tration later claimed was for their hospitalisation.

Kheroni area in West Karbi Anglong district witnessed widespread violence on Tuesday, as one person was
killed in police firing and another was burnt alive inside his house. There was an attempt to evict the settlers
last year, but a petition was filed in the Gauhati High Court, which passed an interim order staying the eviction
process. A tripartite meeting was held on Friday between the state government, Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council (KAAC) and the protesters, with Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma assuring the agitators that the
government would move the Gauhati High Court for an early order on its previous stay on eviction in grazing
lands in both the districts. (PTI)

Governor stresses on strength

maintained that programmes like the Ashtalakshmi Darshan Youth Exchange play an important role in
strengthening national integration by providing young minds an opportunity to understand the cultural diversity,
development perspectives and shared heritage of the nation.

Encouraging the students to draw inspiration from positive national narratives, he called upon the students
to internalise these messages and actively contribute towards the service of the nation in their respective spheres.

The Ashtalakshmi Darshan 2025 programme, which was underway from December 15, aimed to promote
cultural and educational exchange among students of different states. The programme hosted visiting under-
graduate student delegates from Himachal Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh. (PTI)

Mising film Yakasik

community living in riverine areas of Assam. The film earlier won the Best Feature Film Award at the inau-
gural Dharti Aaba Tribal Film Festival 2025 held in Ranchi, Jharkhand, from October 14 to 16.

Reflecting on the film’s journey, Dutta said it was made on a shoestring budget, with several collaborators
extending support beyond financial considerations.

Sound designer Amrit Pritam and sound mixer Debajit Changmai, both from Assam and currently based in
Mumbai, co-produced the film and handled the sound work without charge. Several technicians also accepted
nominal remuneration, while the songs were recorded by Dutta’s wife using a mobile phone. The film, he said,
was put together over more than a year under challenging circumstances.

Dutta described the recognition the film has received so far as encouraging and said he was hopeful of further
success at the Ajanta Ellora International Film Festival.He also noted that among the films selected in the com-
petition was a work by Anuparna Roy, who won the Best award at the 82nd Venice Film Festival in September
2025 for her debut film Songs of Forgotten Trees in the Horizons section.

Batadrava project and resolve

naamghars and institutions central to Assamese cultural and spiritual life. From Batadrava to Barpeta, many
such centres faced systematic assault which has been a calculated attempt to uproot Sanatan culture and replace
it with an alien, fundamentalist identity. This was neither accidental nor sporadic; it was the result of a long,
deliberate conspiracy to destabilise Assamese national existence.

The Sattras established by Sankardeva and Madhavdeva, centres of spiritual, social and cultural life, came
under unprecedented threats. They are custodians of Borgeet, Sattriya, Chali dance, Jhumura, Dashavatar, an-
cient manuscripts and centuries-old heritage. When these institutions fell into the hands of encroachers, Assam’s
identity, culture, language and collective self-respect faced near-collapse.

The Report of the Assam Sattra Land Review and Examination Commission revealed alarming realities:
Over 15,289 bighas of satra land across Assam were encroached. In Barpeta alone, 7,137 bighas had been taken
over. The same pattern was seen in Bajali, Nagaon, Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh, Kamrup, Bongaigaon, Majuli and
Dhubri. Many satras and naamghars were erased forever.

Our Government’s Resolve

The BJP-led NDA government is fully committed to safeguarding our pride and the very soul of our culture.
In the Assam Vision Document 2016-2025, released ahead of the 2016 Assembly elections, the BJP committed
itself to freeing the lands of Assam’s satras, along with other religious, cultural and allied institutions, from il-
legal encroachment.

Reaftirming this resolve, our party reiterated in its 2021 Assembly Election Manifesto that the lands of satras
and the sacred worship sites of indigenous communities would be restored by removing unlawful occupation.
To further strengthen Assam’s spiritual and cultural institutions, we also pledged financial assistance of ¥ 2.5
lakh to every Naamghar and indigenous place of worship across the state. Going beyond electoral assurances,
our government has taken sustained and concrete measures to reclaim the lands of satras, Naamghars and in-
digenous worship centres from encroachers. At the same time, with the objective of revitalising Assam’s national
and civilisational life, several visionary and transformative initiatives have been undertaken.

In the Budget for the financial year 2021-22, as Finance Minister, I had announced specific measures for
the development of Batadrava Thaan. In that Budget Speech, I had stated:

“Our Government proposes to develop Batadrava Thaan in Nagaon district into a centre of art, culture, re-
search and spirituality. To transform the precincts of Batadrava Thaan and its surrounding areas into a unique
cultural, religious and tourist attraction, the Public Works Department has prepared a comprehensive project
report. The total estimated cost of this project is I 188 crore. For the first phase of this project, I propose an al-
location of X 50 crore.”

The Batadrava Cultural Project

Later, after taking oath as the Chief Minister of Assam, we oversaw a large eviction drive towards the end
of December 2022 to clear the encroachers from the Batadrava area, the sacred birthplace of Srimanta
Sankardeva. With the aim of transforming this cultural heartland into one of the foremost centres of culture
and tourism, the Government of Assam undertook an ambitious project.

The Borduwa Cultural Project, developed at a cost of ¥ 227 crore, has been designed not only to make the
historic site a major attraction for visitors but also to reflect the life, ideals and artistic heritage associated with
Mabhapurush Srimanta Sankardeva and the broader cultural traditions of Assam. The project has been imple-
mented across 165 bighas of land in three phases.

The entire complex has been conceptualised in the form of a tree, with the Guru Asana of Mahapurush at the
centre, from which all other buildings extend like interconnected branches. The project incorporates traditional
Assamese architectural elements and cultural motifs, along with detailed visual representations of the life of
Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardeva. The various buildings have been constructed in the likeness of traditional
musical instruments, dance forms, performance styles and aspects of Assamese lifestyle.

In addition, the project includes an exhibition depicting the life of Lord Krishna, a theatre designed for dra-
mas, bhaona performances and other cultural presentations, a centre for performing arts and other amenities.
For tourists, the project provides guest houses, a tribal guest house, a health centre offering medical services
for visitors and staft and the Manikanchan Griha—a space designed to introduce tourists to the artistic dimensions
of the Naamghar culture intrinsic to Assamese national life. Other features at Batadrava Than, such as the Manikan-
chan Jalarashi, a viewing tower for security and surveillance, walkways, and designated parking areas for vehicles,
have also been integrated into the project. This project will elevate Batadrava into a national and international des-
tination for cultural and spiritual tourism, taking Sankardeva’s legacy to future generations.

It is our privilege that the Hon’ble Union Home Minister, Shri Amit Shah, has graciously agreed to inaugurate
this iconic project. For his profound affection towards Assam, we remain deeply grateful. Assam’s national ex-
istence cannot remain secure unless the satras are protected from encroachment. People of Assam must stand
united to resist any form of religious aggression. We reject any attempt to distort history by calling Sankardeva—
Madhavdeva’s sacred land “Sankar—Ajaan’s Assam.” Such malicious motives aimed at erasing Madhavdeva’s
name and diminishing Sankardeva’s legacy will never be allowed to succeed.

On this historic day of the inauguration of the Batadrava Cultural Project, I reaffirm our unwavering com-
mitment to safeguarding Assam’s identity, culture and spiritual heritage.

—®—
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Situation in KA dists improves, tight viail on

Mobile net services restored in violence-hit districts
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GUWAHATI/ DIPHU, Dec 28: Mobile inter-
net services in violence-hit Karbi Anglong and
West Karbi Anglong districts of Assam were re-
stored on Sunday following improvement in the

law-and-order situation.

Strict security vigil continued in the districts,
along with the deployment of additional secu-
rity forces in the worst-affected areas, an offi-
cial said. Two persons were killed and over 170
people injured, mostly security personnel, in vi-
olence in parts of West Karbi Anglong district

last week.

An order by Ajay Tewari, Additional Chief
Secretary of the Home and Political Depart-
ment, said mobile internet services, which had
been suspended on December 23, have been re-

Over 87 acres of
grazing land cleared

Eviction drive in
Biswanath dist

carried out

TEZPUR, Dec 28: An eviction
drive to clear over 87 acres of graz-
ing land in Biswanath district was
carried out by the administration
on Sunday, affecting more than
360 families, an official said.

He said the exercise was con-
ducted in a peaceful manner.

Biswanath district Commis-
sioner Lakhinandan Saharia said
the eviction began around 7 am in
Baghmari area under Behali As-
sembly constituency.

Eviction notices were issued to
435 families allegedly encroaching
about 265 bighas (87.45 acres) of
Village Grazing Reserve (VGR) in
the area in August this year. VGR
refers to tracts of land set aside for
livestock grazing. The process was
stopped as 68 families approached
the Gauhati (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

their services.

An official in Diphu said that normalcy is
being restored in the trouble-torn areas with
shops and other business establishments open-
ing, and people coming out to procure essential
items. Army, Rapid Action Force and CRPF re-

stored with immediate effect.

The order said that the law and order situation
in the two districts has “improved and nor-
malised, and it appears that there is no further
apprehension of breach of public peace and
tranquillity for the time being”.

It added that the earlier order suspending mo-
bile internet services was revoked from 8 am on
Sunday, and all mobile service providers oper-
ating in the two districts were directed to restore

HT Correspondent

KHERONI, Dec 28: Tensions in West Karbi
Anglong have taken a legal turn with the
Kheroni Police Station registering an FIR
against three persons for allegedly raising
provocative “Karbi Go Back” slogans during
the recent unrest in the region.

The FIR was lodged following complaints
supported by video footage and reports that
surfaced during the peak of the violence in

The accused have been identified as Vikas
Chauhan, Yuvraj Pathak and Dhanu Verma,
police sources said.

In a rare show of unity, several community
organisations—the Hindi-speaking Students’
Organisation, Bengali Samaj, Bharatiya
Gorkha Parisangh and (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

mained deployed in the worst-hit areas, assist-
ing police to ensure there is no breach of law
and order situation, he said.

Prohibitory orders under Section 163 of
BNSS also remained clamped, the official
added. Police had said on Saturday that 173 se-
curity personnel, belonging to both Assam Po-

lice and CRPF, were injured in the violence.

Assam cabinet approves 3 115,11 cr
NABARD loan for infra push

GUWAHATI, Dec 28: The Assam cabinet approved raising a X 115.11
crore loan from NABARD to fast-track infrastructure projects in four dis-
tricts, Public Health Engineering Minister Jayanta Malla Baruah said.

Briefing reporters after the cabinet meeting on Saturday, Baruah said
the loan would help accelerate development works in Karbi Anglong,
West Karbi Anglong, North Cachar Hills and Tinsukia districts.

The cabinet also approved amendments to the Assam Police Manual
to allow both armed and unarmed branch personnel to appear for promo-
tion to assistant sub-inspector of police, promoting merit-based advance-
ment and improved policing efficiency.

The cabinet also gave its nod to the settlement of 732 proposals for
government khas and ceiling surplus land in Kamrup (Metro) district
under Mission Basundhara 3.0, benefitting indigenous and landless fam-

ilies for homestead purposes, he said.

Additionally, 168 proposals under Mission Basundhara 2.0 were ap-
proved for the settlement of government land in the same district after
the realisation of the applicable settlement premium.

These decisions are expected to provide secure land tenure, promote
housing investment, and improve access to basic civic amenities, Baruah

said.

The cabinet approved amendments to the Assam Land and Revenue
Regulation, 1886, which will enable digital hearings, electronic submis-
sions, and technology driven service delivery, reducing pendency and en-
hancing transparency while providing legal sanctity to electronic

proceedings. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

HT Correspondent

JORHAT, Dec 28: As 2025
draws to a close, the makers of
the  Mising-language  film
Yakasik Omede have reason to
celebrate, with the film continu-
ing its strong run on the interna-
tional festival circuit.

The directorial debut of
Jayanta Madhab Dutta, Yakasik
Omede has been selected for
screening in the Debut Feature
Film category at the 11th Jaffna
International Cinema Festival,
scheduled to open on January 1.

The film will also compete in
the Indian competition section of
the 11th Ajanta Ellora Interna-
tional Film Festival, to be held
from January 28 to February 1 at
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar in
Mabharashtra.

Dutta said the film was chosen

Mising film Yakastk

Omede gains traction
at int’l ilm festivals

From riverine
Assam to global
screens, a grass-
roots Mising film

carries indige-
nous voices and

fragile floodplain
life to the world

alongside 10 other debut features
from different parts of the world
for the Jaffna festival, while it
will compete with eight films in
the Ajanta Ellora festival’s In-
dian competition segment.

Organised by the Marathwada
Art Culture and Film Foundation
and supported by the Department
of Information and Broadcasting,
the National Bank for Financing
Infrastructure and Development
(NaBFID) and the Maharashtra
government, the Ajanta Ellora
International Film Festival aims
to showcase notable films from
India and abroad while serving
as a learning platform for aspir-
ing filmmakers, technicians and
cinema enthusiasts.

Set against the backdrop of
Bhekeli Sapori, a sandbar on the
Brahmaputra, Yakasik Omede
(Yakashi’s Daughter) portrays
the trials and tribulations of the
Mising (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Sonowal cautions BJP workers against
complacency, infighting ahead of 2026 Assam polls

GUWAHATI, Dec 28: Union Shipping
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal asked BJP
workers not to become complacent or in-
dulge in infighting ahead of the 2026 as-

sembly polls in Assam.

Speaking at the party’s state execu-
tive meeting, Sonowal said the party
was confident about returning to power
for a third term because of the work
done by the “double-engine” govern-

ment over the last 10 years.

“Regarding the 2026 assembly elec-
tions, we head in from a position of
strength, but everyone has to remain re-
strained and disciplined. The people are

The indigenous Karbi and the migrant Bihari
communities have been at loggerheads in West
Karbi Anglong district over allegations of en-
croachment on Village Grazing Reserve (VGR)
and Professional (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

GUWAHATI, Dec 28: Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday paid tributes to former
Union minister Arun Jaitley on his
birth anniversary, stating that his
contributions continue to inspire
people.

He also recalled Jaitley’s contri-
butions to the country’s public life.

“Remembering Arun Jaitley on
his birth anniversary. A visionary
leader, an exceptional parliamen-
tarian, and a guiding force in
India’s public life, his contribu-
tions continue to inspire countless
people across the nation,” Sarma
said in a post on X.

“On his birthday, we honour his
legacy, his intellect, and his unwa-
vering dedication to the country.
May his memories always shine as
a beacon of integrity and service,”
he added.

The former BJP leader, who had
served as the country’s finance
minister, died in August 2019 due
to health-related issues. (PTI)

said.

with us, but it is important that there is
no infighting within our own party,” he

Sonowal claimed BJP’s political jour-
ney in Assam marked a clear departure
from “decades of neglect and instability”
under Congress governments.

“For nearly 60 years, Assam and the
Northeast were denied peace, develop-
ment and dignity. We were denied our
due until PM Modi not only brought de-
velopment and growth in the region,
but also bridged the emotional gap that
was perpetuated by decades of misrule
by the Congress government,” he
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Shah’s multiple programs in Assam today

Paying tribute to martyrs of Assam movement
to mauguration of Jyoti Vishnu Auditorium

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Dec 28: Union Home and Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah is set to have a series of en-
gagements on his visit to Assam on December 29
(Monday), during which he will take part in important
programmes spanning tributes to martyrs, cultural her-
itage development and major administrative infra-

structure inaugurations.

According to the official itinerary, Shah will begin
the day by paying floral tributes at the Swahid Smarak
on the VIP Road (Vigyan Path) in Guwahati at 10:15
am. The visit to the memorial is expected to underline
the Centre’s recognition of the sacrifices made by mar-
tyrs and its continued emphasis on peace and stability

in the state.

Following this, the Home Minister will travel to Na-
gaon district, where at 11:30 am he will inaugurate the
development project of Batadrava Than, the birthplace
of Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardeva. Shah will also
address a public meeting at Bordowa, highlighting the
cultural and spiritual legacy of Assam and the Centre’s
focus on preserving and promoting the state’s civili-

sational heritage.

In the afternoon, Shah will return to Guwabhati to in-
augurate the newly constructed Police Commission-
erate Office building, the Command and Control

ot T g

Centre, and a state-level exhibition on the new crimi-
nal laws at Khanapara at 2:30 pm. The event is ex-
pected to highlight the modernisation of policing and
the implementation of the newly enacted Bharatiya

Nyaya Sanhita and related criminal justice reforms.

Cong to contest 100 seats,
Gaurav on Assam polls

TEZPUR, Dec 28: Assam Con-
gress president Gaurav Gogoi said
on Sunday that the party will con-
test 100 seats in the 126-member
state assembly elections next year,
leaving the remaining constituen-
cies to its alliance partners.

He also asserted that the Con-
gress will not forge any under-
standing with AIUDF, terming it a
“communal” party.

Addressing a meeting on the
141st foundation day of the party,
Gogoi said that in order to defeat
the “anti-people BJP”, the Con-
gress will contest the 2026 Assam
Assembly elections by forming al-
liances with like-minded parties.

He said that “under no circum-
stances, a communal party like the
AIUDF will be included in this al-
liance”.

“The Congress will contest 100
constituencies, out of the 126 seats
in the state, while the remaining as-
sembly segments will be left for al-
liance partners through mutual
discussions,” he said.

“Under the leadership of the
Congress, the dignity that has been
taken away from the people of
Assam will be restored. The Con-
gress believes in peace and unity,
while the BJP thrives on unrest and

(PTI)

claimed. Sonowal claimed that peace
and stability returned only after the BJP
formed the government in Assam in
2016, through dialogue, decisive action
and signing of multiple peace accords.

He claimed the PM’s frequent visits
and the regular presence of Union min-
isters in the region have replaced what
he described as a “Lutyens Delhi-cen-
tric elite” approach, with governance
that is close to the people.

Sonowal said the BJP workers must
always remember that “nation comes
first, the party second and self last”.

division. The Congress has faith in
the Constitution, whereas the BJP
seeks to destroy democracy and es-
tablish a form of authoritarian
rule,” Gogoi claimed.

The Congress’ deputy leader of
opposition in Lok Sabha alleged
that the BJP is systematically
snatching away the rights of the
people.

Gogoi claimed that the poor
benefited during the tenure of for-
mer Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi,
and assured that if the Congress re-
turns to power, the people would
witness “real and meaningful
change”.

He asserted that a separate law
will be enacted to take strict action
against those spreading religious
hatred if the Congress comes to
power.

“Whether it is a church,
‘namghar’ (Vaishnavite place of
worship), temple or mosque, any-
one who attempts to desecrate a
place of worship will face strict
punitive action. In Assam of
Sankardeva-Madhavdeva and Ajan
Pir, divisive forces will never be
tolerated,” the Congress MP said.

As part of the Congress’ founda-
tion day celebrations, Gogoi
hoisted the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

X on Saturday.

Later in the day, at 3:30 pm, the Union Home Min-
ister will inaugurate the Jyoti—Bishnu Auditorium at
Khanapara. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Governor stresses
on strength of youth
Inshaping country's

future

GUWAHATI, Dec 28: Governor
Lakshman Prasad Acharya has
stressed on the strength of the
youth for shaping the country’s fu-
ture.

He was interacting with a group
of 40 students participating in the
‘Ashtalakshmi Darshan Youth Ex-
change Programme’ on the con-
cluding day of their visit on
Saturday.

The programme was organised
by the North Eastern Council,
under the Ministry of Development
of North Eastern Region
(DoNER), and hosted by the In-
dian Institute of Technology,
Guwahati.

Interacting with the students,
Acharya focused on the core spirit
of ‘Rashtra Bhav’ and ‘Rashtra
Seva’, emphasising that a deep
sense of national consciousness
and service to society forms the
foundation of responsible citizen-
ship. He said that India’s strength
lies in its youth, whose energy, in-
tegrity and commitment to national
values can shape the country’s fu-
ture in a meaningful way. The gov-
ernor (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Opium, smuggled cigarettes
worth over X 1cr seized

GUWAHATI, Dec 28: Contraband goods, including
opium, worth over X1 crore have been seized in
Assam’s Karbi Anglong district, Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said.

He, however, did not mention whether any arrests
were made in the two operations.

“Whether you’re Karbi Anglong’s ‘Heisenbergs’
with 19 kg of opium worth ¥ 1.2 cr or hauling 40 car-
tons of suspected Burmese cigarettes, (@assampolice
will find you and catch you,” Sarma said in a post on

The ‘Heisenbergs’ is an apparent reference to the
fictional character Walter Hartwell White Sr., the
main protagonist in the American crime series
‘Breaking Bad’.

“No respite for drug dealers, as our fight continues

relentlessly,” the chief minister added. (PTI)

Batadrava project and resolve to protect our national existence

By: Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma

Batadrava!

This single word evokes a pro-
found spiritual and emotional bond
for Assam and the Assamese peo-
ple. This sacred land is the birth-
place of the great saint, reformer
and cultural visionary Mahapurush
Srimanta Sankardeva — the archi-
tect of our national consciousness.
Among all poets of ancient Assam, it
was he who first connected Assam to
the broader civilizational landscape
of India. In this context, Birinchi
Kumar Barua had observed:

‘The conception of India as our
mother country was conceived by
Sankardeva five centuries ago. He
wanted the people to feel proud of
being born in his holy country of
Bharatvarsha, as India provides an
immense opportunity for develop-
ment of men’s moral and spiritual
potentialities. Repeatedly did he
emphasize the glorious and spiri-

tual experience of India.’
Sankardeva’s works are filled
with praises of India and the idea
of Bharatvarsha. In the Bhakti Rat-
nakar, which he translated into As-
samese, he titled one of the
chapters “Bharat Bhu-Prashansa”
— In Praise of the Land of Bharat.
References such as “Bharate
manushya tonu kata punye pay”
and “Dhanya dhanya Kali kal,

dhanya nara tonu bhal, dhanya
dhanya Bharat barishe” express the
sacred emotional reverence that the
Vaishnavite saints held towards the
land of Bharatvarsha.

Dr Maheswar Neog described
how Sankardeva, enriched by In-
dian philosophy and his pilgrim-
ages to major sacred sites across
the country, absorbed the spiritual
currents of his time: “He travelled

for several years across northern
India, visiting many sacred places.
In two verses of Kirtan-Ghosa, he
gives us a hint of what he saw and
heard: Orissa Baranasi thaye thaye.
Kabir geet sishwasabe gawe’ (From
Odisha to Varanasi, everywhere and
in every place, the cultured and re-
fined sing the poet’s songs.)
Across India, temples reverber-
ated with chants, hymns and devo-
tional songs; a great spiritual wave
was sweeping the subcontinent.
Out of this rose a renewed form of
an ancient religion — Bhakti —
which emphasised inner devotion
over outward ritual, expressed
through songs in one’s own lan-
guage.” Batadrava, the land sancti-
fied by the memory of Sankardeva,
was once described by him as fertile
and prosperous. While rendering
the Uttarakanda of the Valmiki Ra-
mayana into Assamese, he identi-
fied himself thus: Bordowa name
grame sayshe mayshe Anupam/

Lohityar jale anukul (The village
named Bordowa is unmatched in
fertility / Nourished by the waters
of the Lohitya.) Batadrava is also
associated with a remarkable
woman of the Vaishnavite era —
Sati Radhika, whose name too is
remembered with honour.

The crisis that threatened
Assam’s identity

Over the decades, this sacred
birthplace of Sankardeva came
under grave existential threat. Due
to continuous infiltration by Ben-
gali Muslim immigrants, the very
cultural nerve-centre of Assamese
life — Batadrava — faced deep
crisis. Under successive Congress
governments, vast stretches of this
sacred land were illegally en-
croached upon, turning the birth-
place of our revered Guru into a
zone of demographic aggression.
Encroachers, sheltered by Con-
gress regimes, took possession of
satra lands, (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

The less you talk, the more you're listened to.
- Pauline Phillips

' SIR tension in West Bengal \

ﬁ s the Election Commission of India started sending no-

tices to unmapped voters to appear before the officials

for hearing from December 27, 2025, tensions in West
Bengal have considerably escalated. There are about 32 lakh
voters in this category, who are facing a prospect of deletion
from the final voter list. These are in addition to already deleted
58.2 lakh voters from the Draft Electoral Rolls released on De-
cember 16, 2025. It should be noted that the BJP has been claim-
ing for quite some time that SIR would purge about 1.5 crore
“bogus” voters from the electoral roll of West Bengal. Referring
to this, the TMC supremo and TMC leader Mamata Banerjee
accused Election Commission on December 22 while address-
ing over 14,000 TMC booth-level agents at Netaji Indoor Sta-
dium that they are to delete names of 1.5 crore voters. The
prospect of deletion of lakhs of unmapped names of voters has
become a reality who are being called in the first phase of hear-
ing under SIR. Notices were sent to about 10 lakh such un-
mapped voters on Monday, December 21, who could not link
their names with those of family members in the 2002 electoral
rolls. Notices to another 22 lakh voters will be send within cou-
ple of days. In the enumeration phase 31,68,424 unmapped vot-
ers were identified.

The matters do not end here, since it is only the first phase of
verification. Voters having other logical discrepancies will be
taken in the next phase, officials of the State Election Commis-
sion have been quoted saying. Though the micro-observers will
be from the state according to officials, the ruling TMC is not
relying on them. Even CM Mamata Banerjee has alleged in
while addressing the TMC booth level workers in Kolkata on
December 22, alleged that the micro-observers lack knowledge
of the local Bengali language. CM Mamata Banerjee has also
asked BLAs of her party to keep track of micro-observers ap-
pointed by ECI, who are Central Government employees.
Banerjee has alleged gross errors in the draft electoral rolls and
directed her party’s BLAs to ensure that no genuine voter is
deleted from the rolls. She said that thousands of legitimate vot-
ers have found their names deleted and questioned how correc-
tions can be made within a short span of time.

Banerjee is the second leader from the opposition after Con-
gress Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi, who has directly and
most sharply attacked the Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar. SIR process has clearly been problematic and
46 lives have been lost so far. Who is responsible for this, CM
Mamata has asked. Tensions at personal and political levels are
mounting in West Bengal, and political clashes have been re-
ported from several parts of the state.

| Gold’s race to magic $5000 most /
keenly watched milestone for 2026

By: K Raveendran

into a global macro trade. With spot prices pressing above the

$4.,500 an ounce mark late in 2025 and year-to-date gains running
above 70 percent, the metal is headed for its strongest annual performance
since 1979. The question now animating dealing rooms as much as Indian
jewellery hubs is straightforward: when does the “magic” $5,000 level
arrive, and does 2026 deliver it quickly enough to feel inevitable rather
than speculative?

From an Indian perspective, the $5,000 conversation is not just about
global price charts. It is about what the price means in rupees, how it re-
shapes household balance sheets, what it does to the current account
through imports, and how it influences the Reserve Bank of India’s re-
serve composition at a time when central banks worldwide have been ac-
cumulating bullion. India’s own reserves illustrate the point: gold’s share
of the country’s foreign-exchange reserves has climbed sharply over the
past year, a shift attributed to both valuation effects from higher prices
and ongoing reserve management choices. In other words, India is not
only consuming gold; it is increasingly carrying gold risk—and reward—
on the sovereign balance sheet too.

Any $5,000 timeline has to start with arithmetic. From $4,500 to
$5,000 is roughly an 11 percent move. That is modest compared with the
scale of 2025’s rally, which helps explain why a target that once sounded
like science fiction now feels like a question of sequencing. The more
useful frame is not “can it happen?” but “what must remain true for it to
happen quickly?” The key variables are real interest rates in the United
States, the dollar’s trajectory, central-bank and ETF flows, and the mar-
ket’s appetite for hedges against geopolitical disruption.

That macro mix matters disproportionately for India because gold,
here, sits at the intersection of culture and capital. Households treat it as
a store of value and a portable form of security; traders treat it as a cur-
rency proxy; policymakers watch it as an import-driven swing factor.
When global investors buy gold as a hedge against currency debasement
or policy risk, Indian buyers experience it as a double-whammy: higher
international prices and, at times, rupee weakness that inflates the local
price further. Even if dollar gold stalls, a softer rupee can keep domestic
gold buoyant; conversely, a firmer rupee can cushion the blow if dollar
gold spikes. That currency overlay is why the $5,000 in 2026 debate can
understate the Indian reality: the number that dominates Indian conver-
sation is often the rupee price per 10 grams, not the dollar price per ounce.

So what does the range of credible 2026 paths look like? One influen-
tial view places $5,000 within reach by late 2026 rather than as a distant,
multi-year aspiration. J.P. Morgan’s research note published in mid-De-
cember projects gold pushing towards $5,000 an ounce by the fourth
quarter of 2026, with even higher levels presented as plausible over a
longer horizon. It suggests a structural repricing story: sustained official-
sector buying, persistent demand for hedges, and a world in which policy
uncertainty is not episodic.

To pull $5,000 forward into the first half of 2026, the market would
likely need an intensification of the same catalysts that powered 2025:
sharper-than-expected US easing, a renewed down-leg in the dollar, and
continuing central-bank accumulation without a meaningful supply re-
sponse. The World Gold Council has described 2025’s move through
$4,000 as unusually fast, noting the pace at which successive milestones
were cleared. A market that can traverse $3,500 to $4,000 in little more
than a month can, under the right conditions, cover another 11 percent
quicker than many assume—especially if momentum traders and system-
atic funds join what began as a macro hedge.

But India has to weigh the opposite scenario with equal seriousness: a
cooling phase that delays $5,000 into late 2026 or beyond. Gold is not
immune to valuation fatigue. A year of 70% gains increases the risk of
abrupt drawdowns if the macro narrative changes—if inflation cools
faster than expected, if real yields rise, or if the Federal Reserve signals
restraint longer than markets anticipate. Even without a dramatic policy
shift, positioning can become crowded. In those moments, Indian house-
holds often behave differently from global funds: jewellery demand tends
to soften at elevated prices, while investment demand can pick up through
coins, bars, ETFs and digital formats. The result is a complicated domes-
tic demand pattern rather than a simple “higher price equals higher buy-
ing” story. The Indian policy lens adds another layer. High gold prices
can worsen the import bill when volumes do not fall proportionately, with
implications for the current account and, indirectly, the currency. That
can push policymakers towards steps that temper demand—through du-
ties, compliance tightening, or incentives that channel savings into finan-
cial assets. At the same time, elevated prices can strengthen household
balance sheets where gold ownership is widespread, providing a form of
collateral and a psychological consumption backstop. (IPA Service)

Gold’s surge has turned a long-running Indian household instinct

keneration gap and its impact on society

society, one thing becomes very clear:

with the rapid pace of time, the deep
emotional connection that once existed
among people is now developing profound
cracks. This crack is the generation gap,
which stands as a complex challenge in the
current social environment. The social set-
ting or moral values in which the older gen-
eration built their personalities have largely
become irrelevant or unsuitable for the times
in the eyes of today's younger generation.
The root of this ideological conflict lies not
merely in the difference of age, but rather in
the rapid changes of the contemporary world
and the new horizons of individual aspira-
tions. In earlier times, our society had a
strong sense of collective responsibility,
where the directives or judgments of elder
family members were considered inviolable.
But in the present era, since individual free-
dom and independent thinking have gained
paramount importance, an invisible wall has
risen between the elders and the youth. This
wall is not limited only to conversations; it
is equally strong in perspectives on life. The
unique kinship and mutual interdependence
that characterised Assamese society are
gradually disappearing. As a result, a
kind of void has been created at every
level of society, raising various ques-
tions about our future social security

If we look closely into every family in our

given the generation gap a new and complex
dimension, where communication channels
have increased unprecedentedly, yet heart-
felt connection among people has dimin-
ished considerably. The ease with which
today's younger generation integrates with
various technological tools often makes
those same tools irritating and incomprehen-
sible to elders. As a result, spontaneous con-
versations between two generations living in
the same house have become rare. The youth
find the entire world on the screens of their
handheld devices, so they show no interest
in sitting with elders to learn about old soci-
etal stories or moral lessons. This mechani-
sation has largely stripped away the
liveliness and joy of mutual exchange that
existed in society. While elders prefer sitting
in open spaces or gathering in public places
to share their thoughts, the younger genera-
tion prefers retreating to their private rooms
and staying engrossed in the illusory online
world. This difference in mindset affects not
only within homes but also social festivals
and celebrations adversely. The sense of
unity that once existed among everyone dur-
ing Bihu or other religious events has now
been replaced by mechanical displays and

DEGREE OF THOUGHT

By: Himang_jshu Ranjan Bhuyan

lifeblood alive has been replaced by opposi-
tion and discord. This situation has drawn a
huge question mark over the future stability
of Assamese society.

In traditional Assamese society, the pri-
mary goal of education was to secure a gov-
ernment job or certain respected professions.
Elders still persistently pressure their chil-
dren to follow the same safe and secure path.
But for today's youth, the world is much
larger, and they want to create a distinct
identity through new creative endeavours.
This difference in outlook often causes per-
manent unrest in a home. Parents think their
children are heading towards an uncertain
future, while children feel that elders make
no effort to understand their dreams and po-
tential. This mutual distrust drives the
younger generation away from their homes
and loved ones. Many talented young men
and women from Assam now live perma-
nently outside the state or abroad just to pre-
serve their independent mindset and career
comfort. As a result, a severe demographic
crisis has emerged in our society. In Assam's
villages and towns, only elderly people re-
main, as their children have moved far away
in pursuit of better lives. This situation has
created an extreme challenge to the social
and mental security of elders. At a time
when they need emotional companion-
ship and special care from their children,

and unified living. The impact of this
generation gap on society is so profound that
it has given birth to instability in everything
from human behaviour to mental states.

The decline of joint families and the in-
crease in nuclear families in the structure of
Assamese society have intensified the gen-
eration gap further. In the past, when grand-
parents, parents, and grandchildren all lived
together under one roof, the exchange of
knowledge and experience happened natu-
rally. The experiences of the older genera-
tion guided the younger one through difficult
times in life, while the vibrancy of the youth
brought waves of joy into the monotonous
lives of the elders. But nowadays, due to
livelihood pressures or the demands of mod-
ern lifestyle, people have embraced the con-
cept of nuclear families, depriving the
younger generation entirely of the proximity
of elders. This separation has eliminated the
emotional bonding that was needed between
the two generations. Elders often feel that
their advice or experiences are not valued by
today's children, while the younger genera-
tion sees the elders' interference as merely
an obstacle or an imposition of outdated
ideas. In middle-class Assamese families,
this problem has now created a complex
mental crisis. The bond of affection between
parents and children has become confined to
duty fulfilment alone. This social change has
weakened the emotional foundation of our
society. Since the family is the fundamental
unit of society, these cracks within families
are affecting the entire Assamese society,
pushing it towards an uncertain future.

The rapid expansion of information tech-
nology and excessive mechanisation have

tendencies to show off one's presence. The
younger generation wants to judge traditions
through the lens of modernity, where dry
logic holds more place than emotion. In con-
trast, elders view traditions with respect and
faith. Due to these two opposing thought
processes, an emotional void has been cre-
ated in society, putting a pause in the conti-
nuity of our cultural heritage.

Differences in cultural identity and lan-
guage use have made the generation gap
more evident and painful. The natural inter-
est or respect that the older generation had
for the rich vocabulary and pure usage of the
Assamese language is gradually declining
among the youth. The kind of mixed lan-
guage the younger generation has adopted
for education or work poses a serious threat
to our unique linguistic identity. When elders
speak about preserving linguistic purity or
emphasise correct pronunciation, the youth
dismiss it as annoying discipline or a mean-
ingless requirement of the old era. More-
over, significant changes have occurred in
clothing and food habits as well. The tradi-
tional Assamese cuisine or distinctive attire
that defined our society is now used by the
younger generation only on special festival
days. In daily life, they are so influenced by
globalisation that their connection with their
native identity has become extremely weak.
This change mentally hurts elders, as they
constantly fear that their descendants have
completely lost their true identity. This
process of cultural conflict has created a
silent division in society. Since culture is the
lifeblood of a community, the harmony
needed between two generations to keep this

they are forced to battle loneliness. This
is considered the most tragic consequence of
the generation gap.

The older generation gave priority to sac-
rifice, patience, and collective interest over
personal gain. For them, societal norms and
honour were paramount. But in the present
time, personal success and extreme financial
comfort have taken centre stage. Since the
younger generation has grown up in a highly
competitive environment, their desire to
overcome all obstacles and move forward is
so strong that they often do not hesitate to
ignore essential human emotions. This me-
chanical mindset has created a kind of insen-
sitivity in society. What elders describe as
social unity or togetherness, the youth regard
as mere waste of time or the activity of use-
less people. The tendency to gather whole-
heartedly at namghars or public events, as in
the past, is fading away. The younger gener-
ation wants to dismiss old societal norms as
blind beliefs, even though they may have
deep social foundations. This lack of har-
mony has created a chaotic environment in
society. Elders' well-meaning advice is now
seen by the youth as an attack on their free-
dom, leading to increased rebelliousness
among them. For the healthy development
of society, a beautiful union between the ex-
perience of elders and the boundless energy
of the youth was essential, but unfortunately,
we now see the opposite picture.

The negative impact of the generation gap
on mental health is extremely complex, and
its consequences are far-reaching for society.
When elders do not receive adequate re-
sponse, love, or respect within the family,
they suffer from deep inferiority and intense

depression. They feel that they have no need
or place in this new society. On the other
hand, the younger generation, unable to
maintain proper balance between their
dreams and societal pressures, experiences
extreme anxiety and instability. They hesi-
tate to share their inner thoughts or sorrows
with elders, knowing that elders will view
their modern life's complex problems as
mere luxuries or weaknesses. This lack of
communication has made it common for the
younger generation to be pushed towards
various misdeeds or addictive substances.
Behind the recent increase in suicides or pre-
mature deaths in Assam lies the destructive
hand of this generation gap. If a healthy en-
vironment existed within families where
everything could be openly discussed, many
terrible problems could have been resolved
at the outset. Elders need to make their old
rigid rules somewhat flexible and try to un-
derstand the new problems of the youth,
while the youth need to realise the value of
elders' sacrifices. This has now become in-
evitable for society. To prevent society from
completely breaking down, this emotional
distance must be bridged by any means.

In conclusion, completely eliminating the
generation gap from our society may not be
possible for anyone, but every conscious in-
dividual in society needs to be vigilant to re-
duce its harmful effects and build a beautiful
social environment. The most important step
for this should be to increase mutual com-
munication and boundless tolerance. Elders
must openly accept that there is a vast dis-
tance between the society of their time and
today's ultra-modern society, so they need to
adapt their old thinking to the times. They
should learn to welcome the new thoughts,
courageous steps, and scientific outlook of
the younger generation without hesitation.
Similarly, the younger generation should
deeply realise that the experiences of elders
can provide very simple solutions to many
complex and difficult life problems. They
should continually strive to recognise their
own roots, rich culture, and heritage. The re-
sponsibility of carrying forward the best tra-
ditions and human values of Assamese
society rests entirely on the younger gener-
ation. Various social organisations and edu-
cational institutions can also play a very
important role in this regard. Regular discus-
sion forums or cultural programmes should
be organised to build healthy harmony be-
tween the two generations, where everyone
can exchange views openly without any hes-
itation. Only through selfless love, deep re-
spect, and boundless patience can we fill this
poisonous chasm of the generation gap. If
we want to leave behind the society of our
aspirations in a healthy, strong, and affec-
tionate form for future generations, we must
sincerely begin this work of harmony from
this very moment. Since change is the law
of nature and inevitable, our sole aim should
be to positively embrace that change and
collectively move forward courageously to-
wards building a better and more humane
society.

Dismantling MGNREGA: An outrageous
assault on the Indian constitution

By: Prabhat Patnaik

everal employment schemes,
S each limited in scope and

constrained by the availabil-
ity of fiscal resources, had existed
in different states of the country
earlier; what the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guar-
antee Scheme enacted in 2005 did
was to introduce a uniform, nation-
wide, essentially centrally-funded,
demand-driven scheme: one per-
son per rural household could get
up to a hundred days of employ-
ment on demand, failing which the
person demanding work would
have to be compensated. A de-
mand-driven scheme confers a
right on the people; the MGN-
REGS therefore introduced a right.
The Indian Constitution had put
economic rights, including the
right to work, not among the Fun-
damental Rights but among the Di-
rective Principles of State Policy;
MGNREGS represented an at-
tempt to rectify this lacuna, and to
realise, no doubt partially, a Con-
stitutional vision.

The legislation underlying
MGNREGS was discussed in pub-
lic fora for months; it was deliber-
ated upon by a Parliamentary
Committee which gathered testi-
monies from lots of people; and fi-
nally, when a consensus had been
built around its various provisions,
it was passed unanimously in par-
liament. It thus constituted an em-
bodiment of the nation’s will and
realized for the people a right that
the Constitution had envisaged. An
abrogation of that right is ultra
vires the Constitution, if not in let-
ter, then certainly in spirit.

Yet, this is precisely what the
NDA government has done. It has
taken away a right of the people
simply through passing a resolu-
tion in parliament by a voice vote.
A Constitutionally-approved right
of the people, which the entire na-
tion had willed them to enjoy, has
been abrogated by a mere voice
vote in the parliament. This is an
outrageous act. As if aware of the
utter impropriety of what it was
doing, the government resorted to
a massive hush-hush. The pro-
posed bill to replace the MGN-

REGA was introduced on the 15th
of December, discussed on the
night of the 17th and passed by
voice vote on the 18th, without
being referred to the parliamentary
standing committee on rural devel-
opment, despite a written request
by the Chairperson of that Com-
mittee, and without the permission
being given to move any amend-
ments to the bill. This introduces
an astonishing and utterly undemo-
cratic precedent: any right of the
people, even when conferred in ac-
cordance with the will of the na-
tion and the provisions of the
Constitution, can be snatched
away at any moment by a mere
voice vote in parliament.

The government, in its charac-
teristic fashion, has been working
overtime to spread confusion about
the contents of the new bill: it puts
out that instead of a maximum of
100 days of employment as under
the MGNREGS, now people can
have up to 125 days of employ-
ment which makes the new bill su-
perior to the MGNREGS. What it
hides is that the new Act does not
amount to MGNREGS plus 25
extra days of employment; it does
away with MGNREGS altogether
and hence the need to provide em-
ployment on demand. Instead of a
demand-driven scheme, and hence
a rights-based scheme, it now
makes the provision of employ-
ment dependent upon the whim of
the central government. This is
done in many ways.

First, the provision of employ-

ment will henceforth be in specific
regions designated by the central
government, rather than in rural
India as a whole. So the question
of every rural household being en-
titled to 100 days of employment
(let alone 125 days) does not arise.
Second, the magnitude of funds
made available to states by the
central government will be deter-
mined by the latter, independent of
how much demand for employ-
ment exists in any particular state.
Third, the states have to provide 40
percent of the funds and the Centre
60 percent, compared to the situa-
tion under MGNREGS where the
Centre provided 90 percent of
funds, whose size moreover was
supposed to depend on the demand
for employment. Hence if the Cen-
tre now feels that a state should get
Rs. 60 of its funds, but the state,
being fiscally stressed, as all states
currently are, manages to provide
only Rs. 20, not the needed Rs. 40,
then the total size of the pro-
gramme in that state would be Rs.
50, and not Rs. 100. This not only
whittles down the programme, but
provides the Centre with a conven-
ient scapegoat: if employment is
not being provided in accordance
with what the people demand,
then, it will argue, the reason lies
with the states.

The maximum number of em-
ployment days being raised to 125
therefore means nothing: the new
employment scheme is not de-
mand-driven; it is supply-driven,
and hence abrogates a right con-

ferred on the people under the
MGNREGS.

The NDA government’s assault
on the Constitution is not confined
to the abrogation of a right; it en-
compasses an assault on federal-
ism too. Without consulting with
the states, despite being fully
aware of the fiscal constraints on
state governments, the Centre has
unilaterally, and completely out of
the blue, raised the share of the
contribution of states to the em-
ployment scheme to 40 percent
from the current 10 percent. But
that is not all: the size of the total
expenditure in each state will be
determined by the Centre; the re-
gions where this expenditure is to
be incurred will be determined by
the Centre; the employment proj-
ects on which this expenditure is to
be incurred will be determined by
the Centre; and if a state govern-
ment wishes to spend more than
what the Centre has ordained it
should, then it can do so only in ac-
cordance with norms determined
by the Centre.

The states in other words are
suddenly being called upon to
spend more, but all the decisions
about where and how they can
spend will be determined by the
Centre. This amounts to treating
state governments as mere vassals
of the Centre, a travesty of the fed-
eralism envisaged in the Constitu-
tion. It is not just the states that are
being trampled upon; the role of
local self-governing institutions is
being diminished too. The employ-
ment projects for MGNREGS that
used to be planned by LSGIs are
now going to be dictated by the
Central government, which consti-
tutes a further assault on the Con-
stitutional vision of democratic
decentralization enshrined in the
73rd Constitutional Amendment.

The VB-G RAM G therefore is
not only an attack on the rural
poor, who constitute by far the
poorest people in India; it also
amounts to a massive and multi-
pronged attack on the Indian Con-
stitution. The attack on the poor is
palpable: MGNREGS is the life-
line that has sustained lakhs of the
rural poor, a fact that was particu-
larly underscored during the pan-

demic when thousands of workers
displaced by the lockdown made
their way back to their villages and
managed to survive there only be-
cause of the rights they enjoyed
under the MGNREGS which en-
sured them work. The attack on the
lives of the poor through the dem-
olition of MGNREGS takes simul-
taneously the form of an attack on
their rights and on the Constitution
in general. This abrogation of
rights will reduce the rural poor
from proud citizens of a free coun-
try to a bunch of desperate mendi-
cants. As their condition of life
deteriorates, the central govern-
ment will no doubt come forward
with some largesse, dispensed
along with photographs of Naren-
dra Modi, which would still leave
them materially worse off than be-
fore, but indebted to Modi for
whatever crumbs they get. The re-
duction of the working poor from
the status of citizens to that of
mendicants is the ultimate goal of
all fascistic formations that invari-
ably promote a cult of the “leader”.
The assault on the Constitution
is also an integral part of this very
process. The Indian Constitution
which emerged from the anti-colo-
nial struggle took the “nation”,
consisting of its people, as its start-
ing point; the government under
the Constitution is supposed to
serve this “nation”. Fascistic for-
mations however invert this entire
relationship: the “nation” is identi-
fied with the “leader” and the peo-
ple are supposed to be beholden to
the “leader”, and serve him in all
possible ways, including by elect-
ing him again and again. The abo-
lition of people’s rights, the
reduction of the status of the peo-
ple to that of medicants who must
remain eternally grateful to the
“leader” for the few crumbs they
get, and the scuttling of the Consti-
tutional order to facilitate this tran-
sition from democracy to fascistic
authoritarianism, thus constitute
one integral process. The demoli-
tion of the MGNREGS, which was
a remarkable scheme and which
constituted the largest employment
programme in the entire world, is
a huge stride towards effecting this
transition. (IPA Service)
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Congress delegation meets victims’ families, demands probe, slams state government

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, Dec 28: As

tensions in West Karbi Ang-
long’s Kheroni begin to
ease, a high-level delegation
from the Assam Pradesh
Congress Committee
(APCC) visited the region
on Sunday to meet families
affected by the recent wave
of violence.

The Congress leaders first
visited the residence of Suruyj
Dey, a specially-abled youth
who was tragically burned
alive by protesters during the
peak of the unrest. The dele-
gation met with the grieving
family members to take
stock of the situation and
offer their condolences.

The visiting team in-
cluded prominent political
figures such as Pranay
Rabha (APCC vice president
& Former Minister), Jadab

Swargiary (MLA, Dudhnoi),
Bitupan Saikia (General
Secretary, APCC), Mansing
Rongpi (Former MLA) and
Augustin Engti (President,
West Karbi Anglong District
Congress).

While interacting with the
family, the leaders assured
them that the party would
demand a high-level investi-
gation to ensure the perpe-
trators are brought to justice.
Following the visit to the

OBITUARY

heaven.

Baruah College, Puranigudam breathed her last on December

2 due to old age ailments. Rashida Begum, also known as

Reena, a strong and inspiring mother, educationist and social worker,
whose demise has left a permanent void in the lives of her family and
well-wishers. With her passing, the family said they have lost not only
her everlasting love but also the strength and guidance she always im-
parted. Though she is no longer physically present, her values and
memories will continue to remain with them.
Rashida Begum passed away at her G B Road, Amulapatty resi-
dence. Family members said that while she has left this world, she
will continue to live on through her ideals, compassion and the impact
she made on countless lives. A pioneer of women empowerment much
ahead of her time, Rashida Begum was the first lady lecturer of Goal-
para College in 1969. She later became the founder lecturer of Dr Bir-
inchi Kumar Baruah College, Puranigudam, Nagaon and eventually
retired from the same institution as its vice-principal. Her academic
journey included graduation from Lady Keane College, Shillong and
a Master’s degree in Assamese from Gauhati University.
At the time of her death, she is survived by two sons, two daugh-
ters-in-law, one daughter, five grandchildren and a host of other rela-
tives. The family prayed for her eternal peace, seeking blessings from
the Almighty and expressing hope that Allah grants her a place in

Rezlshida Begum, the retired vice principal of Dr Birichi Kumar

Dey household, the delega-
tion proceeded to the home
of Linus Phangcho, who lost
his life in a police firing in-
cident during the clashes.
The leaders expressed their
solidarity with the family

and gathered details regard-
ing the circumstances of the
shooting.

Addressing the media, the
Congress leaders criticised
the BJP-led state govern-
ment, alleging that the tragic
loss of lives and the escala-
tion of violence were a direct
result of the administration's
“gross negligence” and fail-
ure to maintain law and
order. “These unfortunate in-
cidents could have been
avoided if the government
had acted with responsibil-
ity. It is their failure that has
led to this tragedy,” said
APCC General Secretary
Bitupan Saikia.

The situation in Kheroni
continues to be closely mon-
itored by the district admin-
istration with security forces
keeping watch to prevent
further flare-ups.
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AATSU condemns brutal assault on student

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Dec 28: The All Assam Tribal Students’ Union (AATSU) ex-

pressed deep sorrow and strong condemnation over the brutal assault that led
to the tragic death of Anjel Chakma, a final-year MBA student from Tripura at
Jigyasa University, Uttarakhand. In a press statement, AATSU president
Hariswar Brahma said Anjel succumbed to injuries weeks after a racially mo-
tivated attack on December 9 in Selaqui, Dehradun, while he and his younger
brother went out to buy groceries. The attackers allegedly hurled racial slurs
including “Chinki,” “Chinese,” “Nepali,” and “momos,” and assaulted the
brothers when they protested, stabbing Anjel in the head, neck and abdomen.

Uttarakhand Police have arrested five accused—Avinash Negi, Shaurya Ra-
jput, Suraj Khawas, Ayush Badoni and Sumit Kumar,four locals and one from
Manipur. One prime accused, reportedly a Nepalese national, remains abscond-
ing with police issuing a non-bailable warrant and a reward for information
leading to his arrest. Murder charges have been added to the initial FIR.

AATSU highlighted that the incident underscores the persistent racism faced
by people from Northeast India and called it a grave failure of safety, account-
ability and basic human values. The organisation expressed solidarity with
Anjel’s family and peers, demanding a fair, transparent and impartial investi-
gation and strict action against those responsible.

The student body urged peers to remain united, voice concerns peacefully
and ensure such tragedies are neither forgotten nor repeated.

Joint operation foils poaching bid in Raimona National Park

HT Correspondent

Bodo organisations kick off 3-day

HT Correspondent

HOWRAGHAT, Dec 28: The playground of Langhin Pamgaon
Higher Secondary School has turned into a hub of cultural and
organisational activity as a grand three-day joint annual confer-
ence of 13 Bodo organisations began on Sunday.

The event unites five district-level and eight regional-level
bodies, celebrating key milestones, including the 75th Diamond
Jubilee session of the Karbi Anglong District Bodo Kachari
Samaj. Former Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC)
Executive Member Sarat Brahma inaugurated the conference by
opening the main welcome gate and essential facilities, including

delegate camps and dining halls.

Eight regional presidents simultaneously hoisted their respec-
tive organisational flags with leaders from the Bodo Sahitya
Sabha, All Bodo Women’s Welfare Federation (ABWWF) and
UBPO presiding. A Shahid Tarpan (martyr’s tribute) was per-
formed by Chakra Khakhlari to honour those who sacrificed for

the community.

The day included both physical and intellectual activities. Re-
tired DSP Prahlad Khakhlari inaugurated a volleyball match, fol-
lowed by delegate meetings discussing the Bodo community’s

future roadmap in the region.

The conference, running from December 28 to 30, is expected
to draw thousands of attendees and high-profile guests, focusing
on Bodo literature, culture, and socio-economic development.

NFR achieves major milestones in
modernisation, safety and connectivity .

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 28: North-
east Frontier Railway (NFR) has
continued its robust momentum
in advancing rail infrastructure
and passenger services across
the North Eastern region, regis-
tering significant achievements
in modernisation, safety and
connectivity during 2025.

During the year, thirteen pairs
of trains under NFR have been
upgraded from conventional
ICF coaches to modern LHB
rakes, offering enhanced safety
features, improved ride comfort
and higher operational effi-
ciency for passengers. At the
same time, substantial progress
has been made in railway elec-
trification. As of March 2025, a
total of 3,724.57 route kilome-
tres (RKM) had been electrified.
In 2024-25, electrification
works covering 1,141.38 route
kilometres were completed,
while 146.44 route kilometres
were electrified in 2025-26 up

to October 7, 2025. With this,
the total electrified network over
NFR has reached 3,871 route
kilometres.

Division-wise electrification
stands at 788.55 RKM in Kati-
har, 713.87 RKM in Alipurduar,
782.72 RKM in Rangiya,
1,104.63 RKM in Lumding and
481.21 RKM in Tinsukia divi-
sion, reflecting steady progress
towards sustainable, energy-ef-
ficient and environmentally
friendly rail operations in the
North Eastern region.

Safety continues to remain a
foremost priority for NFR. The
zone has strengthened level
crossing gates through modern
signalling and interlocked
arrangements with 624 inter-
locked level crossing gates now
operational. Additionally, 582
sliding boom installations have
been provided to improve road
visibility and enhance protection
for road users.

Technology-driven initiatives

devotees

HT Correspondent

HOWRAGHAT, Dec 28: The three-day mega
event marking the 75th Diamond Jubilee of the
All Karbi Anglong District Brahma Dharma
Committee concluded with religious fervour
on Saturday at Langhin Phatikjan. The celebra-
tions were held in conjunction with the 42nd
Annual Session of the Langhin Regional
Brahma Dharma Committee.
The event, which commenced on December
25, witnessed significant participation from
spiritual leaders, local representatives and
from across the region. The
‘Akhanda Yajna’ (continuous sacrificial fire)
and ‘Mangalik Yajna’ remained the central
focus throughout the three-day programme.
Member of Parliament Amarsing Tisso and
Executive Member of the Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council (KAAC) Lunsing Teron
graced the opening day and took part in the
sacrificial offerings. Tributes were paid to
revered spiritual leader Gurudev Kalicharan
Brahma through floral offerings and ceremo-
nial lamp lighting.
On the second day, a theological seminar

have also been expanded with
Al-based Intrusion Detection
Systems deployed across impor-
tant elephant corridors to pre-
vent train-animal collisions.
These measures have reportedly
helped protect over 160 elephant
lives in 2025 alone, reinforcing
NFR’s commitment to passen-
ger safety as well as environ-
mental conservation.

NFR’s contribution to na-
tional development was recently
highlighted during the inaugura-
tion and foundation-laying cer-
emony of development projects
worth over ¥ 9,000 crore at
Aizawl in Mizoram. During the
event, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi dedicated the Bairabi—
Sairang railway line to the na-
tion, emphasising the historic
significance of connecting
Aizawl to India’s national rail-
way network and its potential to
transform lives through better
access to education, healthcare
and employment. The Prime

GOSSAIGAON, Dec 28: A joint operation
carried out by the Forest Department and the
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) has foiled an at-
tempt at illegal poaching inside Raimona
National Park. Acting on a tip-off, a team
from the Central Range of the Forest De-
partment, led by Ranger Parish Basumatary
and assisted by SSB personnel, launched a
coordinated operation inside the protected
forest area on Sunday. During the operation,
the team detected the movement of sus-
pected poachers deep inside the forest.

Diamond jubilee celebrations of
Jointannual conferenceinkA  Brahma Dharma Committee conclude

was organised, focusing on the principles and
philosophy of Brahma Dharma. A major or-
ganisational development also took place with
the dissolution of the existing committee to
pave the way for the formation of a new exec-
utive body to guide the district committee in

the coming years.

sumatary. Eminent speakers,

ualistic importance of ‘Yajna’.

secretary of the district committee.

Minister also underlined the role

However, the suspects managed to flee
after becoming alert to the presence of the
security personnel, taking advantage of the
dense forest cover and the difficult terrain
of the national park. Although no arrests
could be made, the joint team recovered a
handmade firearm along with other incrim-
inating materials believed to have been used
for illegal hunting. Forest officials said the
seizure indicates organised poaching activi-
ties, posing a serious threat to the biodiver-
sity of the national park.

Officials informed that an investigation

The concluding day featured an open reli-
gious meeting moderated by Someshwar Ba-
including
Choneswar Basumatary and Biren Ba-
sumatary, delivered discourses highlighting the
spiritual significance of ‘Brahma’ and the rit-

The programme was attended by several
prominent personalities, including Kalyan
Rabha president of ABSU, Sarat Brahma pres-
ident of the reception committee, Barendra
Kumar Basumatary president of the district
committee and Nakul Chandra Basumatary

The successful completion of the Diamond
Jubilee celebrations underscored the enduring
legacy and influence of the Brahma Dharma
movement in the Karbi Anglong region.

Draft voter lists released for Dibrugarh,

' Morigaon and Hojai ahead of 2026 elections

Voters can now verify details, submit claims and
objections before final electoral rolls are published

HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, Dec 28: The Election

Commission of India (ECI) on Friday
released the draft photo electoral rolls
for Dibrugarh district, with January 1,
2026 as the qualifying date.

According to the draft voter list
published on December 27, 2025, the
total number of voters in Dibrugarh
district stands at 10, 43,679. Of these,
5, 05,235 are male voters, 5, 38,434
are female voters and 10 belong to the
third gender category.

In the 87th Chabua—Lahowal As-
sembly Constituency, the total num-
ber of voters is 1, 79,089, comprising
86,324 male voters, 92,764 female
voters and one third gender voter. The
88th Dibrugarh Assembly Con-
stituency has a total of 1, 96,675 vot-
ers, including 94,172 male voters, 1,
02,501 female voters and two third
gender voters.

The 89th Khawang Assembly Con-
stituency has 1, 56,880 voters, of
which 76,162 are male voters, 80,715
are female voters and three are third
gender voters. In the 90th Duliajan
Assembly Constituency, the total
number of voters is 1, 78,920, includ-
ing 87,156 male voters, 91,761 fe-
male voters and three third gender
voters.

The 91st Tingkhong Assembly
Constituency has a total of 1, 75,064
voters, with 84,595 male voters and
90,469 female voters. The 92nd Na-
harkatiya Assembly Constituency has
1, 57,047 voters, comprising 76,822
male voters, 80,224 female voters and
one third gender voter.

According to the final electoral
rolls published on January 6, 2025,
the overall voter turnout in Dibrugarh
district increased by 1.35 per cent.
The voter turnout rose by 1.63 per
cent in the 87th Chabua—Lahowal
constituency, 1.18 per cent in the 88th
Dibrugarh constituency, 1.03 per cent
in the 90th Duliajan constituency,
1.30 per cent in the 91st Tingkhong
constituency and 1.24 per cent in the
92nd Naharkatiya constituency.

The draft voter lists are available
for public inspection at the office of
the Election Registration Officer (Ad-
ditional Deputy Commissioner/Office
of the District Commissioner) and at
the respective polling stations.

Voters can submit claims and ob-
jections related to inclusion, deletion
or correction of entries from Decem-
ber 27, 2025 to January 22, 2026,
through prescribed forms at the office
of the Election Registration Officer or
through the Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) of the concerned polling sta-
tions.

All objections and claims will be
disposed of by February 2, 2026 and
the final voter list will be published
on February 10, 2026. Special camps
will also be organised on January 3
and 4, and January 10 and 11, 2026,
at designated polling stations and
Gram Sabhas with the assistance of
BLOs to facilitate inclusion and cor-
rection of voter details.

Our Morigaon Correspondent
adds: As per the revised schedule of
the Election Commission of India, the
Integrated Draft Photo Electoral Roll
for the three Assembly constituencies
of Morigaon district—52 Jagiroad
(SC), 53 Laharighat and 54 Morigaon
was released on Thursday. The draft
rolls were formally published by Dis-
trict Commissioner and District Elec-
tion Officer (DEO) Anamika Tewari
during a press meet held here.

According to the draft electoral
roll, Morigaon district has a total of 7,
61,691 voters. Of these, 2, 50,142
voters are from the Jagiroad (SC) As-
sembly Constituency, including 1,
24,729 male voters and 1, 25,411 fe-
male voters. The Laharighat Assem-
bly Constituency has 3, 01,581 voters,
comprising 1, 55,191 male voters and
1, 46,384 female voters.

The Morigaon Assembly Con-
stituency has a total of 2, 09,968 vot-
ers, with 1, 03,819 male voters, 1,
06,147 female voters and 10 voters
belonging to the third gender cate-
gory. These voters will exercise their

has been initiated to identify and apprehend
those involved. Patrolling and surveillance
have also been intensified in and around
Raimona National Park to prevent any re-
currence of such incidents.

The Forest Department in coordination
with the SSB, reiterated its commitment to
wildlife protection and conservation of the
region’s fragile ecosystem. The authorities
also appealed to the public to share informa-
tion related to illegal wildlife activities,
warning that strict action would be taken
against offenders.

Margherita Congress marks 140° Foundation Day

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, Dec 28: The Margherita Block Congress Com-

mittee on Sunday organised a vibrant celebration to mark the 140th

Foundation Day of the Indian National Congress at the premises of
Margherita Congress Bhawan. Party workers, local leaders and sup-
porters gathered in large numbers to commemorate the historic oc-
casion, which coincides with the party’s founding on December 28,
1885, in Bombay (now Mumbai) by Allan Octavian Hume and other
visionaries. The programme began with the hoisting of the Congress

flag by Chitra Borgohain, president of the Margherita Block Congress

Committee. This was followed by speeches highlighting the party’s
enduring legacy in India’s freedom struggle, its role in nation-building
and its continued commitment to secularism, social justice, integrity
and equality. Subsequently, a meeting was held under the presi-
dentship of Chitra Borgohain. Among those present were Margherita
Block Congress Committee vice presidents Toufik Khan and Bachu

Dey, general secretaries Deepjyoti Taye, Arup Sharma and Alfaz

Ahmed, Tinsukia District Congress Committee vice president Saten-
der Prasad, Tinsukia District Congress Committee Gorkha Cell pres-
ident Rudra Prasad Sharma, along with representatives of the Mahila
Congress, Margherita Assembly Youth Congress, Seva Dal and
NSUL On the occasion, Indian National Congress party workers of
Margherita remembered and paid rich tributes to iconic leaders such

as Allan Octavian Hume, WC Banerjee, Surendranath Banerjee,

Anandmohan Bose, Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Saro-
jini Naidu and others who shaped the Congress’s historic role in trans-

forming India into a democratic republic.

of railways in India’s growth
story and in advancing regional
connectivity under the Act East
Policy.

Further strengthening passen-
ger amenities, Haibargaon Rail-
way Station became the first
station in Assam to be inaugu-
rated as part of the nationwide
dedication of 103 redeveloped
Amrit Stations by the Prime
Minister, symbolising the gov-
ernment’s focus on modern, pas-
senger-centric infrastructure.

In addition, the Railway Pro-
tection Force under NFR has
successfully recovered 174 lost
mobile phones through the
CEIR portal with 146 devices
returned to their owners through
prompt action. Collectively,
these achievements highlight
NFR’s continued dedication to
modernisation, safety, passenger
satisfaction and the overall de-
velopment of the North Eastern
region.

GUWAHATI, Dec 28: Union minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal on Sunday
emphasised that books on contribu-
tions on legends of one state in lan-
guages of other areas strengthen
cultural dialogue and foster emotional
and intellectual connect.

Releasing a book on musical maes-
tro Bhupen Hazarika here, ‘Bhupen da
ka surila safar' (Bhupen Da's Melodi-
ous Journey), Sonowal said that the
singer was not merely the voice of
Assam, but a resonant expression of
India's collective conscience.

franchise in the Assembly elections
scheduled for 2026.

Election Officer Morigaon, Indrajit
Das, informed that as per the final
voter list, the district has witnessed an
increase of 17,250 voters. Of the
newly added voters, 8,378 are male
and 8,872 are female.

Our Hojai Correspondent adds:
In a significant step towards ensuring
free and fair elections, the draft photo
electoral rolls for Hojai election dis-
trict were officially released on Satur-
day with January 1, 2026, as the
qualitying date. The draft rolls cover
all three Legislative Assembly Con-
stituencies of the district—62 No.
Binnakandi, 63 No Hojai and 64 No
Lumding.

The draft rolls were unveiled dur-
ing a press meet held at the DC’s
Conference Hall in  Srimanta
Sankardevnagar in the presence of
District Commissioner and District
Election Officer Bidyut Bikash Bha-
gawati. The event was also attended
by Lumding Co-District Commis-
sioner Chandan Borgohain, Addi-
tional District Commissioner Bonny
Inam Shadab, ADC Pritam Raja
Sarma, Election Officer Aradhana
Sarma, election officials, representa-
tives of political parties and Booth
Level Officers (BLOs).

According to the latest data, the
total electorate of Hojai district stands
at 7, 65,284 voters, including 3,
88,987 male voters, 3,76,290 female
voters and seven third-gender voters.
The publication of the draft rolls
marks a crucial stage in the electoral
process, enabling eligible voters to
verify their inclusion and check per-
sonal details such as name, age, ad-
dress and photograph.

The district election authorities
have urged citizens to carefully re-
view the draft electoral rolls. Voters,
whose names are missing, incorrectly
entered or require correction can sub-
mit claims, objections or applications
for rectification within the stipulated
period.

Si cattle electrocuted after
contact with ive power line

R

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Dec 28: In a shock-
ing incident, six cattle were electro-
cuted after coming in contact with a
live 11,000-volt electric wire at Sim-
bargaon Talirbari in Kokrajhar district
on Sunday.

According to reports, a high-volt-
age power line passing through the
village snapped and fell into a nearby
paddy field. The cattle were electro-
cuted when they accidentally came in
contact with the live wire while graz-
ing in the open field.

The incident occurred in the after-
noon in a paddy field near Simbar-
gaon Thakurbari village, triggering
concern and anger among local resi-
dents. Villagers alleged negligence on
the part of the power department and
said the accident could have been
avoided with proper maintenance of
the power lines.

Local people expressed shock over
the incident and urged the concerned
authorities to ensure proper manage-
ment and regular inspection of high-
voltage electric wires, especially in
rural areas where such lines pass
through agricultural fields. “The loss
of cattle in this incident has caused se-
rious hardship to the farmers of the
area,” said local residents, demanding
immediate steps to prevent similar oc-
currences in the future.

‘Bhupen da ka surila safar’

nowal releases Hindi book on Bhupen Hazarika

“Bhupen da's music emerged from
deep human sensitivity, social concern
and an unwavering commitment to
harmony and national unity. This
Hindi-language work will serve as an
important bridge, introducing the rich
cultural legacy of the North East to the
Hindi-speaking heartland of the coun-
try,” he said. The former Assam chief
minister emphasised that such literary
contributions strengthen cultural dia-
logue and foster emotional and intel-
lectual connectivity between the North
East and the rest of India.

The Minister for Ports, Shipping
and Waterways added that the book
will inspire younger generations to un-
derstand and appreciate Hazarika's
thoughts, ideals and timeless artistic
vision.

The 184-page book, authored by
Guwabhati-based journalist
Alam and published by the Assam
Rashtra Bhasha Prachar Samiti, ex-
plores the life, creative genius and en-
during
awardee Hazarika. (PTI)

Azhar

legacy of Bharat Ranta
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SC to hear suo motu case
on Aravalli hills today IIM S9

Court steps in to safeguard the Aravallis, a vital green
barrier against desertification and ecological degradation

—~——

NEW DELHI, Dec 28: Amid a
row over the definition of Aravalli
hills approved by it, the Supreme
Court has taken suo motu cogni-
sance of the issue and is slated to
hear the matter on Monday.

As per the cause list, a three-
judge bench vacation of Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant and
Justices JK Maheshwari and Au-
gustine George Masih is likely to
hear the matter.

The case is titled as ‘In Re: Def-
inition of Aravalli Hills and Ranges
and Ancillary Issues’.

The top court on November 20
had accepted a uniform definition
of the Aravalli hills and ranges and
banned grant of fresh mining leases
inside its areas spanning Delhi,
Haryana, Rajasthan and Gujarat
until experts’ reports are out.

The apex court had accepted the
recommendations of a committee of
MOoEF&CC (Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change)
on the definition of Aravalli hills
and ranges to protect the world’s
oldest mountain system.

The committee recommended
that “Aravalli Hill” will be defined
as any landform in designated Ar-
avalli districts with an elevation of
100 metres or more above its local
relief and an “Aravalli Range” will
be a collection of two or more such
hills within 500 metres of each
other.

The committee, while defining
Aravalli hills, said, “Any landform
located in the Aravalli districts, hav-
ing an elevation of 100 metres or
more from the local relief, shall be
termed as Aravalli Hills... The en-
tire landform lying within the area
enclosed by such lowest contour,
whether actual or extended notion-
ally, together with the Hill, its sup-
porting slopes and associated
landforms irrespective of their gra-
dient, shall be deemed to constitute
part of the Aravalli Hills.”

The panel also defined Aravalli
Range and said, “Two or more Ar-
avalli Hills ..., located within the
proximity of 500m from each other,
measured from the outermost point
on the boundary of the lowest con-
tour line on either side forms Ar-
avalli Range.

“The area between the two Ar-
avalli hills is determined by first
creating buffers with a width equal

to the minimum dlstance between
the lowest contour lines of both hills
.. The entire area of landforms
falling between the lowest contour
lines of these Hills as explained,
along with associated features such
as Hills, Hillocks, supporting
slopes, etc., shall also be included
as part of Aravalli Range.”

The SC delivered a 29-page
judgement in the suo motu matter
arising out of the long-running en-
vironmental litigation in TN Go-
davarman Thirumulpad case.

“We further accept the recom-
mendations with regard to the pro-
hibition of mining in core/inviolate
areas with exception as carved out
of the ... committee’s report,” CJI
Gavai, who authored the judge-
ment, said.

The bench also accepted the rec-
ommendations for sustainable min-
ing and the steps to be taken for
preventing illegal mining in Aravali
Hills and Ranges.

It also directed the authorities to
identify permissible areas for “min-
ing and ecologically sensitive, con-
servation-critical and restoration
priority areas within the Aravalli
landscape where mining shall be
strictly prohibited or permitted only
under exceptional and scientifically
justified circumstances”.

“We further direct that till the
MPSM (Management Plan for Sus-
tainable Mining) is finalised by the
MoEF&CC through ICFRE (Indian
Council of Forestry Research and
Education), no new mining leases
should be granted,” it said.

The bench further directed that
mining can be permitted if sustain-
able mining is allowed as per the
MPSM which will be finalised by
MOoEF&CC in consultation with the
ICFRE.

“In the meantime, the mining ac-
tivities in the mines which are al-
ready in operation would be
continued in strict compliance with
the recommendations made by the
Committee,” it said.

Calling the Aravallis a “green
barrier” that prevents the eastward
spread of the Thar desert and sup-
ports rich biodiversity, the court
held that a clear, scientific definition
was essential for ensuring environ-
mental conservation, regulating
land use, and determining permissi-
ble mining activities. (PTI)

¥s 2023 year of proud milestones for India

‘Bharat ready to move forward in 2026 with new hopes and new resolutions’

NEW DELHI, Dec 28: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday said 2025 was a
year of proud milestones for India as he high-
lighted Operation Sindoor, saying it became
a symbol of pride for every Indian and
showed the world that the country does not
compromise on its security.

Addressing his monthly ‘Mann Ki Baat’
address, the last in 2025, Modi said the coun-
try’s impact was visible everywhere in the
outgoing year.

“2025 was a year of proud milestones for
India. Whether in national security, sports,
scientific innovation or on the world’s biggest
platforms, India’s impact was visible every-
where,” he said.

The prime minister said during Operation
Sindoor, images of love and devotion toward
‘Maa Bharti” (Mother India) emerged from
every corner of the nation and people ex-
pressed their emotions and gratitude in their
own unique ways.

“Operation Sindoor’ became a symbol of
pride for every Indian. The world witnessed
clearly that today’s India does not compro-
mise on its security,” he said.

India carried out precision strikes under
Operation Sindoor on terror infrastructure in
Pakistan on May 7 in response to the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 people.

India and Pakistan reached an understand-
ing on May 10 to end the military confronta-
tion.

Kerala CM accuses Congress of enabling
BJP’s growth, cites Thrissur panchayat

Modi said the same spirit was witnessed
when national song ‘Vande Mataram’ com-
pleted 150 years.

“I had urged you to share your messages
and suggestions using the hashtag “#Vande-
Mataram150°, and our fellow citizens partic-
ipated in this campaign with immense
enthusiasm,” he said.

The prime minister noted that 2025 has
truly been a memorable year for sports, with
the men’s cricket team clinching the ICC

Champions Trophy and the women’s cricket
team winning the World Cup for the first
time.

Besides, India’s daughters scripted history
by winning the Women’s Blind T20 World
Cup.

The tricolour flew high with pride after a
dominant victory in the Asia Cup T20 and
para-athletes brought home a haul of medals
at the World Championships, he said.

Modi also said that India has taken a giant

leap in the field of science and space, and
Shubhanshu Shukla became the first Indian
to reach the International Space Station.

Today, he said, the world looks toward
India with great hope and the biggest reason
for this expectation is the country’s Youth
Power.

“Nations across the globe are deeply im-
pressed by our achievements in science, con-
stant innovations, and the expansion of
technology,” he said.

The prime minister said the number of
cheetahs in India has increased to more than
30 in 2025.

Taking note of various events held during
the year, he said in 2025, faith, culture, and
India’s unique heritage all came together.

“The Prayagraj Mahakumbh organised at
the beginning of the year astonished the entire
world. At the end of the year, the ‘Dhwajaro-
han’ ceremony at the Ram Mandir in Ayod-
hya filled every Indian with pride,” he said.

Modi said the excitement towards
‘swadeshi’” was also evident among one and
all and people are purchasing only those
goods that bear the sweat of an Indian and the
fragrance of Indian soil.

“Today, we can proudly say that 2025 has
given India even greater confidence. It is also
true that this year we had to face natural dis-
asters at very many places. Now, the country
is ready to move forward in 2026 with new
hopes and new resolutions,” he added. (PT)

Ramesh questions environnient minister
claims Aravall redefinition willragmentit

NEW DELHI, Dec 28: Amid a row over the redefinition

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, Dec
28: Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on Sunday accused the Congress
of facilitating the BJP’s growth in the
state, citing recent political developments
in Mattathur panchayat in Thrissur dis-
trict.

In Mattathur, eight Congress council-
lors resigned from the party and joined
hands with the BJP to support an inde-
pendent candidate for the president’s
post, preventing the LDF from retaining
control of the local body.

In the panchayat election, the ruling
LDF emerged as the single-largest front
with 10 seats, followed by the Congress
with 8 and the BJP with 4.

Two others, including Congress rebel
K R Ouseph, were also elected. When
the election to the post of panchayat pres-
ident was held on Saturday, Ouseph de-
cided to support the LDF.

In view of this, the eight Congress
councillors resigned from the party and
backed independent candidate Tessi Jose
along with the BJP for the president’s
post.

This ‘alliance’ of resigned Congress
councillors and the BJP secured victory
in the election.

However, the councillors later clari-
fied that they had not joined the BJP,
even as the Congress’s Thrissur District
Congress Committee issued orders sus-
pending the councillors, including
Ouseph, from the party.

In a Facebook post, Vijayan said the
Congress was a party constantly waiting

for an opportunity to make a “single
jump” into the BJP, and that such a jump
was witnessed at Mattathur.

He alleged that all Congress candi-
dates who were elected as panchayat
members defected to the BJP, enabling it
to seize power.

“Only eight Congress members were
left in the UDF there. The BJP swal-
lowed them whole, leaving not even one
behind,” he said, adding that such a po-
litical spectacle was unprecedented in
Kerala.

Drawing parallels with other states,
Vijayan recalled that in 2016, 43 out of
44 Congress MLAs in Arunachal
Pradesh, including the Chief Minister,
defected overnight to the NDA.

He also referred to Puducherry, where
the BJP came to power in 2021 despite
having no MLAs, and to Goa, where the
entire Congress legislative party merged
with the BJP in 2019.

Vijayan alleged that Congress leaders
joined hands with the BJP in Mattathur
to prevent an LDF president from com-
ing to power.

“What is being proven here is that
those who remain in the Congress today
will not hesitate to become BIP
overnight. Congress leaders feel no
moral conflict in replacing the hand sym-
bol with the lotus,” he said.

He further claimed that BIP-Congress
adjustments were evident in several
places across the state, as reflected in the
local body election results.

“The Mattathur model is the latest

chapter in that strategy,” he said.

Vijayan, in a X post, said that what
happened in Mattathur Panchayat in Ker-
ala yesterday reveals a vicious trend:
Congress members joining hands with
the BJP to seize power.

“This politics of turncoats directly
strengthens the Sangh Parivar’s project
by normalising defections and eroding
democratic mandates. Such conduct,
seen earlier in Arunachal, Goa and
Puducherry, fuels the BJP’s ambitions in
Kerala. The Congress leadership must re-
spond clearly to this dangerous drift,” he
wrote.

Meanwhile, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Kerala Assembly, VD
Satheesan, denied allegations that Con-
gress members had switched to the BJP
in Mattathur panchayat.

He said the CPI(M) was raising the
Mattathur incident as it had no other is-
sues to discuss.

“In Mattathur, when the CPI(M) at-
tempted to install an independent coun-
cillor as panchayat president, Congress
councillors supported another independ-
ent candidate,” he said.

He added that the councillors were
suspended for violating the party’s deci-
sion. “They have not switched to the
BJP,” he said.

The Opposition leader also hit out at
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, alleging
that he was aligned with the BJP.

“He will sign wherever Narendra
Modi asks him to. Such a person is now
ridiculing us,” he said. (PTI)

of the Aravallis, Congress leader Jairam Ramesh on Sunday
posed four questions to Environment Minister Bhupender
Yadav and claimed that the move will lead to fragmentation
and undermining of the geographical and ecological in-
tegrity of the entire mountain range.

In a letter to Yadav, Congress general secretary Jairam
Ramesh said there are understandably widespread concerns
with the redefinition of the Aravalli Hills that restrict them
to landforms having an elevation of 100 metres or more.

“In this connection, please permit me to raise four spe-
cific questions for your consideration. Is it not a fact that
the definition of the Aravalli Hills and Ranges in Rajasthan,
since 2012, has been based on a report of the Forest Survey
of India (FSI) of August 28, 2010, that said the following:

“All such areas having a slope of three degrees or more
shall be delineated as hills, along with a uniform 100-metre-
wide buffer added to the downbhill side to account for pos-
sible expansion corresponding to a 20-metre hill height,
equivalent to the contour interval of 20 metres. Flat areas,
tabletops, depressions and valleys falling within these de-
lineated regions shall also be included as part of the hills,”
Ramesh posed.

He also asked whether it was not a fact that the FSI, in a
communication to the Ministry of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change dated September 20, 2025, had stated
that “the smaller hill formations of the Aravallis serve as
natural barriers against desertification by stopping heavier
sand particles-thus protecting Delhi and neighbouring
plains from sandstorms.”

“Because the protective effect of a barrier against wind-
blown sand scales directly with its height, even modest hills
of 10 to 30 metres act as strong natural wind breaks”.

“Is it not a fact that the Central Empowered Committee
(CEC) constituted by the Supreme Court had, in its report
of November 7, 2025, concluded that 164 mining leases in
Rajasthan were inside the Aravalli Hills and Ranges as de-
fined by the then-prevailing FSI definition?” Ramesh
asked. (PTI)

Conspiracy being hatched to erase Mahatma Gandhi’s  JUP chief Humayun Kabir’s son detained for assaulting policeman  Irsnisainshouibesteatere

name from all spheres of life: Odisha Congress

BHUBANESWAR, Dec 28:
Odisha Congress chief Bhakta
Charan Das on Sunday alleged that
a conspiracy was being hatched to
erase Mahatma Gandhi’s name
from all spheres of life.

Das made the remark, without
taking any name, while addressing
party leaders and workers at a pro-
gramme organised on the occasion
of the 140th Foundation Day of the
Congress. “While many former
prime ministers have upheld the
ideals and name of Mahatma
Gandhi, now there is a threat to the
Constitution, and a conspiracy is
being hatched to erase the name of

Mahatma Gandhi from all spheres
of'life,” he claimed.

The Odisha Pradesh Congress
Committee (OPCC) president,
however, asserted that under the
leadership of Rahul Gandhi, the
party would foil this attempt and
would continue working for the
people of the country.

He sought the cooperation of all
party workers and leaders to
strengthen the Congress.

“Today, when the country faces
serious problems and democratic
crises, Congress stands as the
voice of the people,” he said.

Das said he salutes every Con-

gress worker whose courage, sac-
rifice and unwavering commitment
have kept the party’s ideals alive.
“This party stands strong be-
cause of you. I also bow in tribute
to the great freedom fighters who

KOLKATA, Dec 28: Janata Unnayan Party (JUP)
chief Humayun Kabir’s son Golam Nabi Azad was on
Sunday detained for allegedly attacking a policeman
posted at their residence in West Bengal’s Murshidabad
district, an officer said. Trinamool Congress said Azad,
better known as Sohel, committed a cognisable offence
by raising a hand on the policeman, who was posted as
a personal security officer (PSO) of Bharatpur MLA
Kabir, and police took action as per the law, while

Masjid-style mosque in Muslim-majority Murshidabad,
claimed that police have cordoned off his residence in
Shaktipur area following the incident.

Kabir, who has announced that his party would con-
test the upcoming assembly elections in the state, was
away from his residence for some work when the inci-
dent happened. “My son objected to the entry of a po-
liceman inside my house today and this angered the law
enforcers who levelled false allegations against my son,

Tharo0r Hmmort Diviaya's views

NEW DELHI, Dec 28: Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor on Sunday
came out in support of the views of
his party colleague Digvijaya
Singh, saying the organisation
should be strengthened.

At the 140th Foundation Day
event at the Congress’ Indira

built the Congress and led India to
Independence,” he told the party
workers.

“Born in 1885, the Congress
shaped India’s democracy and
Constitution and today, when these
values are under threat, we con-
tinue to stand firmly with the peo-
ple. The fight for justice and
democracy will go on,” Das said.
(PTT)

claiming that the ruling party has nothing to do with it.

A senior police officer said Sohel was detained on
the basis of a complaint lodged with Shaktipur police
station by Constable Jumma Khan, alleging that the leg-
islator’s son assaulted him this morning when he ap-
plied for a few days’ leave. “On the basis of the
complaint, the accused has been detained for question-
ing. The matter is being investigated and necessary
legal action will be taken,” the police officer told PTIL.

Kabir, who floated his party after being suspended
from the TMC and laid the foundation stone for a Babri

accusing him of misbehaviour,”
Berhampore.

Kabir alleged that he was being targeted by the police

at the behest of the Trinamool Congress.

A police force cannot cordon the house of an elected
representative under “flimsy pretext”, the MLA said.

“I will gherao the SP’s office in Murshidabad on Jan-
uary 1 in protest against this harassment, which is po-
litically motivated. I demand an explanation from
senior police and administration officials about today’s
incident. They cannot intimidate me,” Kabir said. (PTI)

he told reporters in

Bhawan headquarters, Tharoor was
seated next to Digvijaya Singh and
exchanged notes.

Ahead of the CWC meet on Sat-
urday, Singh created a flutter by
lauding the organisational power of
RSS-BJP as he shared Narendra
Modi’s old picture and said how a
grassroots worker went on to be-
come the chief minister and prime

Shah pays tributes to Jaitley, Tata
on melr hirth anmnersarles

NEW DELHI, Dec 28: Union Home Minister Amit Shah
paid tributes to former Union minister Arun Jaitley and noted
industrialist Ratan Tata on their birth anniversaries on Sun-
day. In a post on ‘X’, Shah remembered Jaitley as a peerless
constitutional and legal expert and an orator par excellence
who left an indelible legacy as a parliamentarian and will be
remembered for his contribution to several landmark legal
issues.

“His dedicated role in strengthening the party with his
sharp legal acumen will live on withstanding every test of
time,” Shah said. In another message posted on ‘X’, the
home minister said Tata reshaped Indian enterprise with in-
tegrity and compassion.

Paying tributes to Tata, Shah said,”From building indige-
nous industry to selfless philanthropy, he showed that true
success lies in service to the nation. His legacy will inspire a
self-reliant Bharat.” (PTI)

Vulture released in Pench reserve flies 750 km tn 17 days to reach Nashik

Tracking a comeback: GPS-tagged vulture's long flight highlights rewval of India’s crucial scavenger species
ﬁ

MUMBALI, Dec 28: A long-billed vul-
ture named J132 that was released in
Maharashtra’s Pench Tiger Reserve
earlier this month has travelled nearly
750 km in 17 days and reached close to
Anjaneri hills near Trimbakeshwar in
Nashik district, officials said on Sun-
day.

The vulture was released on Decem-
ber 11 as part of a conservation pro-
gramme jointly run by the state forest
department and the Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS), whose re-
searchers said the bird reached a loca-
tion about 38 kilometres from Anjaneri
on December 27.

It followed a route covering Nagpur,
Wardha, Yavatmal, Hingoli, Washim,
Buldhana, Jalna and Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar districts before entering
Nashik region, these researchers added.

Officials said the final destination of
the tracked vulture has been kept con-
fidential to ensure its safety.

“The bird roosts in the evening, feeds
in the morning and then flies to the next
location. Activity data suggests it has
had at least two full meals during its

journey,” BNHS researcher Manan
Singh said.

The vulture is part of the second
batch of captively bred birds released
in Pench. A total of 14 vultures were
brought from Pinjore in Haryana to a
specially created pre-release aviary in
Pench Tiger Reserve in April 2025 and
were trained for eight months to sur-
vive in the wild.

These included eight white-rumped
vultures and five long-billed vultures,
all fitted with GPS tags to monitor their
movements.

After acclimatisation and training,
the birds were released on December
11 by Maharashtra Chief Wildlife War-
den Sreenivas Reddy and BNHS pres-
ident Praveen Pardeshi.

From December 12 to 15, all the re-

leased vultures were observed feeding
along with wild vultures in Pench, of-
ficials said. While the white-rumped
vultures have largely remained around
the Pench area, the long-billed vultures
have begun exploring wider regions,
they added.

Apart from J132, another long-billed
vulture -- LBV AB 1 from the same
batch has reached Dhanora in Gadchi-
roli district, a known vulture habitat,
the officials informed.

“The released vultures are fitted with
GPS transmitters, which would help in
long-term scientific monitoring of
movement, habitat use and survival of
the released birds. The journey of J132
has generated significant interest
among the birding community. Moni-
toring will continue to strengthen vul-
ture conservation efforts in central
India,” BNHS director Kishor Rithe
said. Chief Wildlife Warden Shrinivas
Reddy said similar tagging operations
have also been completed in Melghat
and Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserves,
where vultures would be released
soon. (PTI)

minister by sitting at the feet of their
leaders. He also raised the issue of
strengthening the Congress organi-
sation at the grassroots level, assert-
ing it was much needed in the fight
against the ruling BJP and to oust it
from power. A day later, Digvijaya
Singh said he had already stated
whatever he had to say. “For 50
years | have been with the Congress
party, and I have fought these com-
munal forces, whether in the assem-
bly, parliament or in the
organisation,” he noted.

“I have basic differences and am
opposed to their ideology. I have
and will continue to fight against
such people,” Singh claimed. When
asked to comment on his Saturday’s
remarks, he said, “Every organisa-
tion needs strengthening.

Tharoor, when asked to comment
on the issue, said, “The organisation
should be strengthened, there is no
doubt.” On being seated next to
Singh and whether the two ex-
changed views on the matter, Tharoor
said, “We keep talking with each
other, we are friends and talk to each
other.” “Tt is the 140th foundation day
of the Congress. It is a very important
event for the party. It is a day in
which we look back on our very re-
markable history and the contribu-
tions the party has made to the
nation,” he also told reporters. (PTI)
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Uttarakhand GN has assured to arrest all accused P8 Dasgupta urges journalists to be holdyet
in Angel Chakma IIIIIHIBI 6ase; Manik Saha

AGARTALA, Dec 28: Tripura
Chief Minister Manik Saha on Sun-
day said his Uttarakhand counter-
part Pushkar Singh Dhami, has
assured him to arrest all the accused
persons responsible for the murder
of a resident of the northeastern
state in Dehradun.

Twenty-four-year-old Angel
Chakma of Nandannagar in West
Tripura district was attacked by a
group of six people when he ob-
jected to a racial slur at Dehradun
on December 9 and succumbed to
his injuries while undergoing treat-
ment on December 26.

"I have already spoken to Chief
Minister of Uttarakhand, Pushkar
Singh Dhami ji, regarding the tragic
incident involving our student
Angel Chakma, a resident of Nan-
danagar, who was brutally assaulted
by a group of miscreants in
Dehradun on December 9 and later
he expired at Graphic Era Hospi-
tal,” Saha told the reporters at Heza-

mara in West Tripura district.
Terming the incident as tragic
and unexpected, he said the chief
minister of Uttarakhand informed
him that five accused persons have
already been arrested in connection
with the case, while another is on

the run.

"The Delhi leadership, who are
aware of the incident, has also
passed necessary directions to the
state (Uttarakhand) government to
act into the case to ensure justice for
the victim's family," he said.

African swine fever confirmed in
Tripura; containment measures enforced

HT Correspondent
AGARTALA, Dec 28: The Tripura

Animal Resources Development De-
partment (ARDD) has confirmed an
outbreak of African swine fever
(ASF) among pigs at the Nalkata Re-
gional Foreign Pig Breeding Centre in
Dhalai district, following the discov-
ery of several pig deaths under un-
usual circumstances.

The state government has declared
Nalkata as the epicenter of the viral
infection and implemented strict con-
tainment protocols. Villages within a
1 km radius have been designated as
“infected zones,” while areas within
10 km have been marked as “surveil-
lance zones.” Infected zones will wit-
ness humane culling of all pigs with
carcasses buried or incinerated and
movement of live pigs, pork products

Woman heaten up, forced to
wear garland of shoes in
Tripura for extramarital affair

AGARTALA, Dec 28: A woman was beaten up by
a group of villagers in Tripura's Dhalai district for HT Correspondent

and pig feed is completely prohibited.
Transport vehicles carrying pigs must
have valid sanitation certificates.
Authorities have also issued guide-
lines prohibiting movement of sus-
pected or infected pigs and materials
that may have come into contact with
them, including feed, bedding and
carcasses. Animal markets, fairs, ex-
hibitions, or gatherings involving pigs

are banned unless allowed by a veteri-
narian for public interest reasons. Mu-
nicipal, Panchayat, Rural
Development, Revenue and Agricul-
ture Department officers will assist
veterinarians in enforcing these meas-
ures. Violations, such as disposing of
carcasses in rivers or water bodies,
may attract imprisonment, fines, or
both under the Animal Disease Pre-
vention and Control Act, 2009.

In surveillance zones, similar re-
strictions apply, except penalties re-
lated to carcass disposal in water
bodies. Pigs in these areas will be
closely monitored through clinical,
virological and serological checks
with special attention given to ani-
mals near forested regions in consul-
tation with forest authorities to
prevent further spread of ASF.

Tipra Motha Party (TMP)
supremo Pradyot Kishore Manikya
Debbarma has assured that the mur-
derers of Angel Chakma, a final se-
mester student of MBA, would get
due punishment.

"I have personally spoken to the
family members of the victim on
Saturday. We will ensure that the
murderers get due punishment. I re-
quest all, including Youth Tipra
Federation (YTF) members, to as-
sist the family in their moment of
grief,” he wrote on Facebook on
Saturday.

The TMP's youth organisation
(YTF) on Saturday said, "We stand
in solidarity with his family in this
moment of profound grief. Those
responsible for this heinous act
must be identified and brought to
justice without delay. We urge the
authorities to ensure a fair, thor-
ough and time-bound investiga-
tion so that accountability is
upheld.” (PTI)

Two arrested, arms
and ammunition
seized in Manipur

IMPHAL, Dec 28: Two persons
have been arrested and arms and am-
munition seized from their possession
in Manipur's Imphal East district, po-
lice said on Sunday.

The arrests and seizures were
made on Saturday.

One person, identified as Rebanta
Kshetrimayum (49), was arrested
from his house in Pangei Lairam
Mapan area. A 9mm pistol along with
18 cartridges were seized from his
possession, a police statement said.

Security forces also nabbed one
Aribam Gunindro Sharma (30) from
his residence at Haotan Thangjam
Khunou area. Thirteen cartridges of
different calibres and three empty 12-
bore cartridge shells were seized, it
added. (PTI)

Govt committed to development of
Kokborok, minority languages: Tripura CM

out. Therefore, we boldly started the Chief Minister

responsible, reflects on APUWJ-APC Journey

HT Correspondent
ITANAGAR, Dec 28: PB Das-

gupta (87), veteran journalist and
founding father of the Arunachal
Press Club (APC) and the
Arunachal Pradesh Union of
Working Journalists (APUW]J), on
Sunday said that journalists are
among the strongest agents of so-
cial change, provided they pursue
their profession with a positive,
ethical and responsible approach.

Addressing journalists during
his visit to the Arunachal Press
Club, Dasgupta appealed to media
persons to remain bold, principled
and fearless in their reporting,
while also highlighting the nega-
tive aspects prevailing in society
in the larger interest of the people.
He emphasised that exposing so-
cial ills through accurate and
well-researched reporting is as
important as promoting construc-
tive narratives.

Dasgupta, who visited
Arunachal Pradesh after a gap of
nearly 20 years, inspected the
APC premises, an institution he
once envisioned during his tenure
as a journalist with the Press Trust
of India (PTI) and while serving
as president of the then All
Arunachal Pradesh Working Jour-
nalists Union (AAPWJU). He was
accompanied by his wife.

Recalling the early days, Das-
gupta became visibly emotional
on witnessing a permanent, well-
equipped press club for working
journalists of the state. He remi-
nisced about the humble begin-
nings of the then Itanagar Press
Club, which functioned from a
small government-rented office at
IG Park and expressed happiness
at seeing the dream materialise.

Interacting with journalists,
Dasgupta narrated how the idea of
forming APUWJ and APC took
shape. He said that wherever jour-
nalism flourishes, there is a need
for an organised body of working
journalists and a press club to fa-
cilitate professional activities.
APUWIJ was formed in 1981 and

with the support of just about 10
members, the proposal for a press
club was formally placed before
the state government in 1993.

A firm believer in ethical and
research-based journalism, Das-
gupta urged journalists to view
their profession as a service to so-
ciety and the nation, rather than a
pursuit for personal recognition.
“Journalists should never expect
appreciation. It is our duty and re-
sponsibility to serve society,” he
said.

Dasgupta also recalled that dur-
ing his time, Arunachal Pradesh
did not have a local newspaper,
which prompted him to later
found the state’s first newspaper,
Echo of Arunachal.

“We journalists have immense
responsibility and also the power
to shape opinion. This power must
be used for the welfare of the
state, by acting as a mirror to so-
ciety,” he added, calling for unity
within the journalistic fraternity
for the greater good of the com-
munity.

He stressed that every report or
visual disseminated by the media
contributes to public opinion and
therefore must be based on deep
research, accuracy and a commit-
ment to educating the people. “A

journalist should always remem-
ber that he or she serves not any
individual, but the country,” he
said.

Sharing personal experiences,
Dasgupta said that though he was
initially reluctant to work from
Itanagar, he developed a deep at-
tachment to the people of the state
and continued to work here for
over 24 years. He recalled that
during his posting with PTI, the
Northeast was facing serious chal-
lenges and few journalists were
willing to work in the region.

Dasgupta served as the longest-
serving president of APUW]J from
1981 to 1995 and as APC presi-
dent from 1982 to 1995.

He also acknowledged the piv-
otal contributions of two other
stalwarts, AK Bhattacharyya of
United News of India (UNI) and
Prem Bahadur Rai of Hindustan
Samachar, without whose vision,
he said, the APUWJ and APC
would not have been possible.

Earlier, APC president Amar
Sangno, APUWJ General Secre-
tary Sonam Jelly, along with
members of both organisations,
felicitated the veteran journalist
and acknowledged his immense
contribution to shaping the two
bodies.

BJP rule ‘not permanent’

Manipur CLP leader Ibobi Singh

IMPHAL, Dec 28: Manipur Congress Legislature
Party (CLP) leader Okram Ibobi Singh on Sunday
said that the rule of BJP in the country and state is

He said, "I strongly believe that only when Con-
gress comes to power at the Centre and the state
here, only then can a progressive government come

her alleged involvement in an extramarital affair,
police said on Sunday.

The woman, a mother of two sons was dragged
out of her house at Harerkhola village under Ka-
malpur police on Saturday morning and beaten up
by the group, a police officer said.

The villagers also forced the woman to wear a
garland of shoes.

"After being informed, a police team rushed to

AGARTALA, Dec 28: Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha on Sunday said that the present state
government is working on a priority basis for the de-
velopment of the janajatis up to the last level, and
that the state government will take the Kokborok lan-
guage to the highest possible level through its devel-
opment.

Chief Minister Manik Saha made these remarks
while participating in the popular 129th Mann Ki

Jan Arogya Yojana so that all the people of Tripura
come under the ambit of Jan Arogya Yojana. Tripura
is the only state where 100 percent coverage has been
achieved under the Jan Arogya Yojana, and this has
been possible only because of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. Today, the Prime Minister also spoke about
cancer. I myself have done a lot of work related to
cancer and have undergone cancer surgery. | would
like to tell the mothers and sisters present here that

"not permanent” and claimed that peace and coexis-
tence will flourish when the Congress party is

strengthened.

Speaking at the 140th foundation day of the Con-
gress, Singh said, "BJP is not permanent. How long
will they govern? Let us see how long they will dic-

tate. Let's wait for the elections."

The three-time former Manipur chief minister al-
leged that in the last three years, several departments

strengthened.”
Manipur

Congress
Meghachandra said maintaining party ideology and
discipline by party leaders and workers is necessary

where people will live in harmony. Peace and coex-
istence can only come when the Congress party is

president  Keisham

for a Congress member.

Keisham claimed that the Congress government
can bring peace and development in the state.

the spot and recovered the woman lying on the
road. Later, she was taken to the district hospital at
Ambassa, where she underwent a CT scan. She is

out of danger," the officer said.

A case has been registered at Kamalpur police
station against some persons on Saturday and an in-

vestigation is underway, he said.

One person has been arrested in connection with

the case so far, the officer said.

Tripura Commission for Women (TCW) chair-
person Jharna Debbarma on Sunday strongly con-
demned the incident and said police have already
registered a specific case into the incident and ar-

rested one accused person.

"We strongly condemn the torture and humilia-
tion of the woman. People don't have the right to
take the law into their own hands. I urge the police
to take lawful action against those who are involved

in the incident," she said.

Debbarma added, "We will send a team to Ka-
malpur to meet the victim tomorrow as the TCW
has a role to play in such cases. The TCW will try
to ensure justice for the woman." (PTI)

stituency on Sunday.

While discussing the programme, Saha said that if
one is in the Bharatiya Janata Party, one must always
work and stand by the side of the people.

“For a long time, we did not see any positive ini-
tiatives for the development of the janajatis in the
state. The Bharatiya Janata Party—led government
and the party are making relentless efforts to free
them from the tendency of being misunderstood.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is also working very
sincerely for the welfare of tribal people. I extend my
heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to all the
mothers and sisters present here today,” said Saha.

He said that in the Mann Ki Baat programme, the
Prime Minister highlighted the Jan Arogya Yojana.

“He launched a scheme of Rs 5 lakh per year for
poor people for health services, something no one
could have imagined earlier. We have implemented
almost 100 percent of the target of 14 lakh benefici-
aries in our state under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Aro-
gya Yojana. But there were many more people left

Baat programme of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
organised at Hejamara in the Simna Assembly con-

said.

we should stay away from eating betel nut with paan,
as betel nut causes oral cancer in most cases,” he

In his speech, the Chief Minister said that many
people talk a lot about language today.

“This government is sincerely trying to develop
the Kokborok language. Since coming to power, this
government has been working to develop the jana-
jatis in a way that no one has done before. Efforts are
ongoing for the development of Kokborok, Manipuri,
and other minority languages. The state government
will take the Kokborok language to the highest pos-
sible level. If the Chakmas have their own script,
why should we adopt another foreign script? Many
will argue about this. So, if necessary, we will use the
script that the country has or create one ourselves,”
said Saha.

The Chief Minister said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is very sincere about the develop-
ment of the janajatis.

“So, no matter how many obstacles we face, we
must develop the janajatis. This development will
continue until the last stage,” he added.

have become obsolete, and the financial situation in
the state has almost collapsed.

Trekker from UP dies in Sikkim

GANGTOK, Dec 28:
year-old man from Uttar
Pradesh has died at the popu-
lar Goechala trekking route in
Sikkim, police said.

The man, identified as Suraj
Kumar Tiwari, along with two
friends, was on an eight-day
Goechala trekking expedition
in the Khangchendzonga Na-
tional Park, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

He had completed the trek
and was ascending on Thurs-
day when, around 9 AM, he
suddenly  fell ill
Kokchurong camp, showing

A 45-

near
on Saturday.

symptoms similar to paralysis,
a police officer said.

Fellow trekkers and guides
provided him with first aid.
With the help of locals and
other trekkers, he was carried
towards Yuksom, but he died
near Phedang campsite at an
altitude of 12,100 ft around 8
PM on Thursday, he said.

His body was brought to dor.
Gyalshing District Hospital on
Friday and after the conduct of
a post-mortem examination
and legal formalities, the body
was handed over to his family

"Congress will definitely come to power in the

2027 state elections," he claimed. (PTI)

Tiwari is survived by his
wife, a son and a daughter.

This was the third death on
the Goechala route in 2025,
prompting tourism stakehold-
ers in Yuksom to urge authori-
ties to strengthen medical
facilities and emergency res-
cue systems, especially along
the Dzongri-Goechala corri-

Earlier, a trekker from
Kolkata and another local
from Gyalshing died in sep-
arate incidents linked to
acute mountain sickness.
(PTD)

Large number of tourists visited Mizoram to
witness Christmas, community feasts: Minister

AIZAWL, Dec 28: Mizoram witnessed an
increase in tourists visiting the northeastern
state this year to take part in the Christmas
celebrations involving traditional feasts at
different local churches, a minister said.

The tourist footfall in this year-end festiv-
ity has surged more than ever before, most
apparently due to the railway link, which
made travel more affordable and several
tourism promotional initiatives collectively
taken by the government and the people, Mi-
zoram Tourism minister Lalnghinglova Hmar
said.

He said that, unlike before, more foreign
and domestic tourists were seen participating
in several church services, zaikhawm (con-
gregational singing services) and community
feasts organised by local churches to witness
the rich culture of Mizos in celebrating
Christmas, which is a blend of religious and
traditional fervour.

He said that hotels and homestays were
packed with tourists since November, which
indicated the surge in tourists during these
festivities.

State Tourism Director R Lalrodingi told
PTI that all hotels and homestays in Aizawl
were completely sold out on Christmas eve,
which led the department to request empty
Paying Guest (PG) hostels and other estab-
lishments to accommodate the tourists.

Lalrodingi said that many tourists from
India and abroad were seen participating in
church service, zaikhawm, community feasts
and exploring tourist destinations in and
around Aizawl, although their number is yet
to be established.

"... the opening of the railway line has
made travel more affordable and the govern-
ment, as well as the general public has done
an outstanding job to expose the state's
tourism potential," Hmar also told PTI.

The Tourism director said the state govern-
ment is making efforts to make Mizoram an
attractive tourist destination during winter,
particularly during the festive season.

"Our collective efforts to promote our
tourism potential have led to positive results
and tourists are now exploring our state. We
have been constantly monitoring and in-
structing hotels and homestays to show hos-
pitality and the general public is also well
aware of tourist reception. Our priority is to
provide a quality stay to outsiders and make
Mizoram a quality tourist destination," Hmar
said.

He, however, expressed regret that many
international tourists could not visit Mizoram
due to the reimposition of the Protected Area
Permit (PAP) by the Centre in December last
year.

Around 5.2 lakh tourists visited Mizoram

during the 2024-25 fiscal, which is a 139.5
per cent increase over the previous fiscal, ac-
cording to officials.

Over 4 lakh tourists, including 7,346 for-
eign tourists, visited the state from April to
October this year.

The inauguration of the Bairabi-Sairang
railway line by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on September 13 contributed a lot to
the tourist surge in Mizoram.

The Mizoram government, in collabora-
tion with the Union Ministry of Tourism, or-
ganised a winter festival from December
15-20 and the first-ever Christmas parade
was organised on December 23, which was
led by Chief Minister Lalduhoma.

The state tourism department, in associa-
tion with Sihphir local council, Young Mizo
Association (YMA) and Sakawrhmuitual de-
velopment committee will organise a tourism
event at Sakawrhmuituai hills, a tourist spot
about 21 km from Aizawl, on December 31
to witness the last sunset of the current year
as part of bidding farewell to the outgoing
year.

Other tourism events, including mass an-
gling, will also be organised by the depart-
ment on January 6 and 7 in the Tuivai river
and Phuaibuang village in Saitual district
near the Manipur border, which is home for
beautiful cherry blossoms. (PTI)
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MGG curator in ‘State of Shock at 2- dav Testfinish

MELBOURNE, Dec 28: Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground head cura-
tor Matthew Page confessed he
was “in a state of shock™ after 20
wickets fell on the opening day of
the Boxing Day Test, admitting
that the pitch was heavily in favour
of the bowlers.

Page opted to leave 10mm of
grass -- up from 7mm last year
when Australia famously beat
India late on day five. But the de-
cision backfired as 36 wickets fell
in just 142 overs across six ses-
sions and England went on to de-
feat Australia by four wickets late
on day two on Saturday.

“I was in a state of shock after
the first day,” Page told the press at
the MCG on Sunday.

“We’re obviously disappointed
it’s gone two days. We produced a
Test that was captivating, but it
hasn’t gone long enough. We’ll
learn from that and make sure we
get it right next year.”

“I’ve never been involved in a
Test match like it and hopefully
I’m not involved in a Test match
like it again.”

Despite winning the match, Eng-
land’s first Test win in Australia
since 2011, captain Ben Stokes
strongly criticised the overwhelm-

ingly bowler-friendly pitch, saying
such conditions elsewhere in the
world would unleash “hell”.

“We know this hasn’t gone as
we planned. We’re trying to bal-
ance that contest between bat and
ball throughout, over the four or

Abhishek’s Sunday Sixes: Inside
out hits on tough net pitch

JAIPUR, Dec 28: Around 10 min-
utes into his net session on a quiet
Sunday morning here, Punjab
skipper Abhishek Sharma paused
and turned to teammate Gaurav
Chaudhary with a question that re-
vealed his intent and imagination.

“Field kya hai?” he asked, en-
quiring about an imaginary field
placement.

The lanky off-spinner replied
instantly: “Mid-off single saving
ke liye rakkha hai (mid-off fielder
is to save singles).” What followed
was predictable yet breathtaking.
A familiar bat swing, a perfectly
completed arc and the ball was
dispatched out of sight cleanly.

For world’s No. 1 T20 batter,
defence was almost an after-
thought for close to an hour as he
launched at least 45 sixes at the
picturesque Anantam Cricket
Ground, slightly off Jaipur city
limits, built on farmland.

It resembled a specialised bat-
ting session where Abhishek
wanted to face only spinners —
off-breaks, leg-breaks and slow
left-arm orthodox — on a surface
where the ball gripped repeatedly
and offered substantial turn if
bowlers hit the right areas.

The left-hander did ask the
groundsman to run the light roller,
but the degree of difficulty did not
lessen, as deliveries from the net
bowlers continued to misbehave
— some rearing up unexpectedly
while others kept alarmingly low.

Abhishek encountered problems
whenever the length was margin-
ally shortened, but the way he
used his feet was pure joy to
watch.

After getting beaten or seeing

the ball jump off the spot, he
would walk down the track, tap his
bat at the indentation and then
demonstrate his mastery.

Whenever the length was pulled
back, he would dance down the
track and loft both off-breaks and
googlies (turning away from the
southpaw) inside out over extra
cover. On at least five occasions,
the ball landed in the portico of an
adjacent high-rise residential
building.

The inside-out shot was re-
peated so often that the team’s
head coach Sandeep Sharma jok-
ingly quipped in Punjabi:

“Tu apni century poori karan
layi extra cover de upar hi chakke
maarna chaunda ae (You want to
complete your century with only
sixes over extra cover).”

A red fielding net was placed at
short extra cover for the false shot,
where the bat face normally closes
against deliveries that stop and ar-
rive late. He fell into that trap once
but quickly adjusted, choosing to
hit a few straight sixes instead.

When the 25-year-old arrived
for training, around 45 minutes
after the rest of the squad, he
wanted to practise on one of the
five centre strips — all red-soil
tracks.

However, since the match strip
was not marked, BCCI protocols
did not allow him to bat there. He
then bowled left-arm spin for close
to 40 minutes, exchanging batting
notes with the head coach and as-
sistant coach Uday Kaul.

Once the entire team had com-
pleted their session, it was time for
the skipper to put his pads
on.(PTI)

New year will bring new
hope for Indian women’s
hockey: Drag-flicker Deepika

NEW DELHI, Dec 28: After a challenging year marked by injuries, in-
consistent performances and missed opportunities, Indian women’s
hockey drag-flicker Deepika Sehrawat is confident the new season will
bring renewed hope and momentum for the national team.

The 22-year-old forward, who is set to return to action for Delhi SG
Pipers in the Women’s Hockey India League (WHIL) after a five-month
injury layoff, said the past year had been difficult for the national side.

“Many things will change in the new year. The World Cup qualification

will be our first challenge, and then there are the Asian Games,”

Deepika

told PTI Bhasha. She was ruled out of the Asia Cup in August after slip-
ping during a practice session before the team’s departure, a setback she
described as one of the toughest phases of her career.

“The five months away from hockey were very difficult. I used to get
angry and cry, wondering why I was out of the team. My preparation was
very good. Now that I am fit, I don’t want to leave any stone unturned,”
said the Hockey India’s Best Emerging Player award winner for 2025.

The national team endured a disappointing season, finishing last in the
FIH Pro League and getting relegated to the second-tier Nations Cup. It
also missed out on direct qualification for the World Cup after losing to
China in the Asia Cup final. Closer to the end of the year, the side was
caught in turmoil when head coach Harendra Singh had to resign follow-
ing allegations that his coaching style was “outdated and dictatorial”.

India will now have to secure their place through the World Cup qual-
ifiers in Hyderabad in March, where England, Scotland, Korea, Italy,
Uruguay, Wales and Austria will also compete. The top-three teams will
qualify for the tournament to be hosted by Belgium and Netherlands in
August. “We have to show that the Indian team is second to none. We
need to bring back the momentum that women’s hockey gained after fin-

ishing fourth at the Tokyo Olympics,”

Deepika said.

Deepika, who made her senior team debut in 2022 during the Pro
League in Bhubaneswar, believes that repeated mistakes and lack of com-
munication hurt the team last year. “We should have focused more on
correcting recurring mistakes. The same errors that led to our exit from
the Pro League were repeated in the Asia Cup. Better communication
within the team was also needed,” she added.

She also emphasised the importance of mental fitness, crediting her HIL
franchise for supporting her comeback. “If a player is mentally relaxed, phys-
ical fitness comes naturally. When we are happy, our performance improves.
I wanted to make my comeback through the HIL, and after the national camp
ended, the franchise arranged a 15-day camp for me in Jaipur and showed
faith in me. That helped me return fit,” she said. (PTI)

five days, to provide that captivat-
ing Test for all,” Page said.
Batters from both sides strug-
gled with significant sideways
movement generated by the wob-
ble seam. Page said the extra grass
was left on the pitch due to the hot

weather forecast for days three and
four.

“We left it longer because we
knew we were going to get (hot)
weather at the back end that we
knew we needed our grass (for).
You look back at it and you go,

‘well, it’s favoured the bowlers too
much days one and two’.

“If that doesn’t happen, then we
set ourselves up really good for
day three and four,” Page added.

More than 90,000 fans were ex-
pected for the sold-out third day.
But the early finish, the second in
the series, is likely to cost Cricket
Australia (CA) over AUD 10 mil-
lion.

While several former players
slammed the pitch, Australia
opener Travis Head, whose sec-
ond-innings 46 was the highest
score of the match, he felt for Page
and his team.

“I feel for him. It’s bloody
tough. You leave 1 or 2mm on with
high-quality bowling, you find
yourself short, or you take 2 or
3mm with high-quality batting and
you leave yourself the other way,”
Head said.

“Everyone wants to see some-
one win. Everyone wants to see
wickets. No one wants to see a
bloke get 300. There needs to be a
balance, and sometimes we’re
going to see the balance, like last
week (the third Test in Adelaide)
err to the batters, and some weeks
we’re going to see it err to the
bowlers.” (PTI)

Touching 160kmph means more to me than any
wicket I've taken: New Australian Hall of Famer Leg

MELBOURNE, Dec 28: Former Australian bowler
Brett Lee was so obsessed with bowling fast that he
had made it his goal as a nine-year-old to clock
160kmph, and nothing else -- not even personal mile-
stones or smashing the stumps of the best batters --
mattered to him so long as he was touching that mag-
ical speed.

Lee, 49, who has been inducted into Australian
Cricket’s Hall of Fame, said he dedicated his life to
achieving that dream, while crediting his mother,
Helen, who was a sprinter, for the necessary genetics.

“That (160kmph) means more to me than any
wicket I’ve taken. Of course, the team comes first - to
win the (2003) World Cup, the 16 straight Test wins,
that’s the pinnacle; that’s why you play the game,” Lee
was quoted as saying by cricket.com.au.

“But in terms of personal milestones, it wasn’t
wickets for me. Because I’d set my goal at such a
young age to hit that 160(kph) barrier and to go past
it ... when you dream about something, you dedicate
your life to achieving that dream, and it comes off, it’s
very special.” Lee ended his two-decade-long career
with 718 international wickets across formats, making
him one of the best exponents of extreme speed across
generations, as he sent shivers down the spine of top
batters across the world.

Lee said he was naturally gifted to become a pace
bowler with his body structure and athleticism equip-
ping him for the role. “For me, run-up was my most
important asset. Then it was having a braced front leg.
That’s something you’re either born with, or you’re
not, (and) that will allow you to get that speed through
the crease. For me, that’s something that came natu-
rally - that part of my action took care of itself.

“And then you’ve got the front arm - the snap down
of the left arm which created my pace; the quicker my
left-arm came down, the quicker my right arm would
follow,” he added. He had once said that from the age
of nine, he wanted to bowl fast. “I got that enthusiasm
and that really good vibe out of seeing the stumps ei-
ther break or be knocked over.”

Lee recorded over 160kmph twice in his career --
the first was at the 2003 World Cup in South Africa
where he dismissed Sri Lanka’s Marvan Atapattu with

a 160.1kph delivery in the semifinal. “At that stage
we were under a bit of pressure (defending 212), and
needed the best out of me. And that was to just steam
in and bowl as quick as I could on a good length...
looking up (at the scoreboard) and seeing I went past
160(kmph) was a pretty special moment,” he recalled.
He then famously clocked his fastest recorded deliv-
ery at 160.8 kmph during the fifth ODI against New
Zealand in Napier on March 5, 2005.

“It’s quite ironic, I felt my fittest when I bowled my
quickest ball (160.8kph) in Napier against the Kiwis,
but that was a time when I ended up spending 18
months out of the Test team,” he said.

“That was when I felt like I probably should’ve
been in, but if you look at the attack we had... there
were a number of guys putting their hand up and tak-
ing wickets. Looking back, I felt like I was raring to
go, but [ couldn’t get the nod.”

Lee admitted it was a tough phase for him but he
did not give up. “That was hard to take, but I had to
get on with it - I had to suck it up. And I knew I just
had to keep bowling fast, keep taking wickets in one-
day cricket, and the opportunity would present itself.”

Lee painted himself as someone who was willing
to fight till the end and not chicken out when pressure
started building. (PTT)

Humpy in joint lead;
Gukesh, Erigaisi well-placed
as Carlsen suffers rare loss

DOHA, Dec 28: Reigning cham-
pion Koneru Humpy displayed her
trademark composure and tenacity
to remain in joint lead in the
women’s section while Indian star
players D. Gukesh and Arjun Eri-
gaisi also remained in the hunt in
the ‘Open’ category on Day 2 of
the FIDE World Rapid Champi-
onships here.

With three more rounds to go in
the women’s section on Sunday,
Humpy shared the lead with
China’s Zhu Jiner on 6.5 points out
of a maximum eight. The duo was
trailed by as many as 10 players on
six points, including India’s Dron-
avalli Harika.

However, it was classical world
champion Gukesh’s fighting spirit
that stood out on Saturday despite
the Indian ace claiming before the
start that he didn’t a have a lot of
expectations from the season-end-
ing competition.

Gukesh and Erigaisi were placed
comfortably on 6.5 points in a clus-
ter of 13 players after nine rounds
with just a point separating the
India duo from joint leaders
Vladislav Artemiev and Hans Nie-
mann (7.5 poinst each).

Starting with two draws, against
Dutch GM Anish Giri and Alexey
Sarana, Gukesh prevailed over
Spain’s David Anton in a topsy-
turvy Round 8 game.

In the following round he was
decimated by Nodirbek Abdusat-
torov in the King’s Indian attack,
the Indian’s only defeat so far in
the competition.

However, it was 27-year-old
Russian GM Artemiev who held
centre stage after inflicting a rare
defeat on world No.1 and five-time
world rapid champion Carlsen, and
Erigaisi.

Joint leaders Artemiev and Nie-
mann are chased by four players
half a point behind -- Carlsen,
Alexey Sarana, Yagiz Erdogmus
and Nodirbek Abdusattorov.

Giant-killer Artemiev was in
great form as he opened with a vic-
tory as black against Erigaisi, com-
ing back from a lost position and
playing much of the game on in-
crement.

In Round 7, Artemiev defeated
Carlsen in a game where the
world’s top-rated player made a
grave mistake on move 15, which
cost him dearly. This win put
Artemiev on 6.5 points, a full point
ahead of the field.

Artemiev concluded the day
with two calm draws with Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave and Alexey
Sarana.

“I am pleased with my perform-
ance, and everything is feeling
good,” Artemiev told FIDE.

After a 4.5/5 on day one,
Carlsen’s performance dipped on
day 2 with the Norwegian playing
the Sicilian against Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave in round 6. The
world No.l soon found himself
with tripled pawns on the e-file and
spent more time looking for the
moves. After testing Carlsen for a
few moves, Vachier-Lagrave
agreed to split a point.

The big defeat came in round
seven when after surrendering on
move 30, the Norwegian stormed
out of the playing hall, visibly un-
happy.

Carlsen bounced back in round
8, with a win against Armenian
GM Shant Sargsyan and in the
final round of the day he was better
on time against US GM Ray Rob-
son. With two straight victories,
Carlsen joined the group of four
players on seven points.

Humpy joint leader

The women’s event remained
closely contested with two-time
world rapid champion from India,
Humpy defeating Sara Khadem to
emerge the sole leader with six
points at the end of the Round 7,
followed by eight players half-a-
point on behind.

A draw in Round 8 against Rus-
sia GM Goryachkina Aleksandra
took the Indian stalwart’s tally to
6.5, while Zu Jiner defeated India’s
women’s World Cup champion
Divya Deshmukh in the last round
of the day to join Humpy at the top.

Sunday will be the third and
final day of the World Rapid with
four more rounds in ‘Open’ and
three in Women’s section set to be
played. (PTI)

Indian badminton in 2025: Sen, Satwik-Chirag
deliver highs as youth offer hope in transition

NEW DELHI, Dec 28: Indian badminton
navigated a difficult 2025 marked by injuries
and uneven top-level performances, but Lak-
shya Sen’s title win, a World Championships
medal from Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty, and encouraging strides by
the next generation offered measured opti-
mism in a transitional season.

The year often felt more like one of re-
assessment than consolidation, with estab-
lished names struggling for consistency as
fitness setbacks disrupted preparation and
rhythm across the calendar.

Against that backdrop, Sen’s triumph at
the Australian Open Super 500 emerged as
the most significant individual achievement
of the season. The title marked a return to
form after a difficult period following his
fourth-place finish at the Paris Olympics.

It was Sen’s first Super 500 crown since
the Canada Open in 2023 and his first title
overall since winning the Syed Modi Inter-
national Super 300 in December last year.
He also came close to adding another trophy
but couldn’t cross the final frontier, finish-
ing runner-up at the Hong Kong Open.

In an otherwise stop-start year, Satwik and
Chirag reaffirmed their status as India’s pre-
mier doubles pair despite battling injury and
illness early in the season.

The duo claimed a bronze medal at the
World Championships in Paris, reached the
finals of the Hong Kong Open and China
Masters, and ended the year on a positive
note by becoming the first Indian men’s dou-
bles pair to reach the knockout stage of the
BWF World Tour Finals.

For former world No. 1 Kidambi Srikanth,
the season offered glimpses of a revival but
there was no silverware. He rolled back the
years with runner-up finishes at the Malaysia

Masters and the Syed Modi International,
falling just short in his bid to end a pro-
longed title drought.

At the Syed Modi International, Gayatri
Gopichand and Treesa Jolly successfully de-
fended their women’s doubles title, provid-
ing a rare moment of stability in a fluctuating
season.

Youngsters step up

The most encouraging signs came from
the next generation. Ayush Shetty, 20, deliv-
ered a season of promise, winning the U.S.
Open Super 300 and showing the tools re-
quired to compete consistently on the BWF
World Tour.

He also recorded notable wins over
Japan’s Kodai Naraoka, former world cham-
pion Loh Kean Yew, Chinese Taipei’s Chou

Tien Chen and Canada’s Brian Yang, under-
lining his upward trajectory.

Even more eye-catching was the rise of
16-year-old Tanvi Sharma, who won silver
in the girls’ singles at the World Junior
Championships.

She narrowly missed a maiden Super 300
title after reaching the U.S. Open final and
also produced one of the season’s standout
wins by defeating former world No. 1 No-
zomi Okuhara at the Syed Modi Interna-
tional.

Tanvi capped her year with another run-
ner-up finish at the Guwahati Masters.

Unnati Hooda also made steady gains,
playing a key role in India’s bronze-medal
finish at the World Junior Team Champi-
onships before clinching the Odisha Masters

Super 100 title to rise to world number 23.
Her victory over senior compatriot PV
Sindhu at the China Masters drew further at-
tention.

Sanskar Saraswat’s maiden Super 100 title
at the Guwahati Masters further underlined
the growing depth of domestic talent.

Established names struggle

For India’s senior shuttlers, however, 2025
proved largely frustrating. Sindhu, the two-
time Olympic medallist, managed three
quarterfinal finishes but also suffered six
first-round and four second-round exits. A
hamstring issue early in the year disrupted
her campaign before a foot injury forced her
to withdraw from all remaining BWF events
from October onwards.

HS Prannoy, a 2023 world championships
bronze winner, endured an even tougher sea-
son, with the lingering effects of a mid-2024
chikungunya bout and recurring injuries se-
verely hampering his form. An ankle injury
at the India Open in January and a rib muscle
injury at the Korea Open in September re-
stricted consistent training, contributing to
nine second-round exits and eight first-round
losses.

India’s struggles were also evident in team
events, with underwhelming performances
at the Asia Mixed Team Championship in
February and Sudirman Cup in May, reflect-
ing the broader lack of depth and fitness at
the elite level.

Off the court, debate was sparked when
chief national coach Pullela Gopichand
flagged the absence of alternate career path-
ways for athletes who fail to reach the top,
his remarks advising youngsters against pur-
suing sport without financial security di-
vided opinion within the sporting
community. (PTI)

Printed, published and owned by Rameswar Chauhan & Printed at Echo Printing Press, Printing unit of The Echo of India, AK Deb Road, Katabari, Gorchuk, Guwahati- 781035 and Published at Rabha Complex, 2nd Floor, Rukmini Gaon,
Opp.- Pantaloons, Guwahati-781022, Guwahati Office Phone - 0361 2220018, Diphu Office Phone - 272106, Fax- 272106, e.mail: hillstimes@gmail.com, thehillstimesnamsai@gmail.com and ads.hillstimes@gmail.com (only for advertisement)

Associate Editor- Nilomoni Borah

Editor - Rameswar Chauhan

—®—



	Page 1 December 29
	Page 2 December 29
	Page 3 December 29 (1)
	Page 4 December 29 (1)
	Page 5 Dec 29 (Region)
	Page 6 Dec 29 (Nation)
	Page 7 Dec 29
	Page 8 December 29

