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Woman among 2 granted citizenship under GA

Tally rises to 4 ® Chittagong woman entered Assam in 2007

GUWAHATI, Dec 14: Two per-
sons, including a woman, have
been granted Indian citizenship
under the CAA, taking the count of
people receiving it under the Act to
four in Assam, their lawyer said.
For the first time, a woman was
granted citizenship under the Act
in the northeastern state, senior ad-
vocate Dharmananda Deb, who
had also been a member of the For-
eigners’ Tribunal in Silchar, said.
The 40-year-old woman had en-
tered India from Bangladesh in
2007 and had been living in Srib-
humi, while the 61-year-old man,
who came to the country in 1975,
had been living in Cachar, he said.
The Ministry of Home Affairs
issued the certificates on Friday,
and the citizenship is deemed ef-
fective from the day both individ-
uals entered India, Deb said, while
declining to disclose their names,
citing possible social harassment.
He said the woman, who hails
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from Bangladesh’s Chittagong,
had accompanied a family member
for treatment at Silchar Medical
College and Hospital. She met a
man from Sribhumi, married him,
gave birth to a son and stayed back.

She had applied for citizenship
after the CAA rules were notified
last year, Deb said.

Having Messt 1s a golden moment
for Mumbai and India; Tendulkar

MUMBALI, Dec 14: Cricket legend
Sachin Tendulkar on Sunday termed
Argentine football superstar Lionel
Messi’s visit to Mumbai as a golden
moment for the city and the coun-

Tendulkar compared the 2011
Cricket World Cup triumph at the
same ground with the visit of Messi,
along with his Inter Miami team-
mates Luis Saurez and Rodrigo de
Paul.

“I have spent some incredible
moments here. As we call it, Mum-
bai is a city of dreams. And a num-
ber of dreams have seen the finish
line here on this very venue. And
without your support, we would
never have seen those golden mo-
ments on this ground in 2011,” Ten-
dulkar said referring to India’s ODI
World Cup triumph in which he
played a major role.

“And today, having all three of
them here is indeed a golden mo-
ment for Mumbai, Mumbaikars and
India. The way you have received
all three greats of the game has truly
been remarkable.”

Talking about Messi, he said,

“When it comes to Leo, if I have to
speak about his game, it wouldn’t
be the right platform. And you
know, what does one talk about
him? He has achieved everything.
We really admire his dedication, de-
termination, commitment.

“And above all, his humility, the
person that he is. And on behalf of
Mumbaikars and Indians, I would
like to wish him and his family the
very best of health and happiness to
all of you. Thank you once again for
being here and encouraging young-
sters.”

Tendulkar also hoped that “India
also reaches the height that we all
aspire to (in football).”

Tendulkar presented a No.10 jer-
sey signed by him to Messi. The Ar-
gentine World Cup-winning captain
reciprocated with a football.

Messi arrived in Mumbai around
noon under “World Cup level” se-
curity measures, marking the sec-
ond day of his four-city ‘GOAT
India Tour 2025°.

He will wind up his visit on Mon-
day in New Delhi where he will
meet (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

GUWAHATI, Dec 14: Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on

Himanta meets Radhakrishnan in Delhi

§

Her first application, submitted
in July last year, was rejected due
to confusion caused by the delimi-
tation exercise before the Lok
Sabha elections. Badarpur, where
she now lives, was partially moved
from Sribhumi to Cachar, creating
uncertainty over the jurisdiction of
her area.

The lawyer had reapplied and
her case was finally approved.

Deb said she is the first woman
in Assam to receive citizenship
under the CAA, and notably the
first in the state to be granted citi-
zenship through the registration
route.

“This was granted under Section
5(1)(c), read with Section 6B of the
Citizenship Act, 1955, which al-
lows a person married to an Indian
citizen to register as an Indian cit-
izen after residing in India for
seven years,” he explained.

The second beneficiary, a resi-
dent of Silchar town, came to India
at the age of 11 from Bangladesh’s
Moulvibazar district, and had also
married locally, and started a fam-
ily.

He received citizenship through
the naturalisation process.

Assam now has four individuals
who entered India after the 1971
cut-off and (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

n Connectivity remained distant

dream during Cong rule: CM

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 14: Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday launched a sharp political
attack on the previous Congress
governments,  asserting  that
decades of neglect had turned the
mighty Brahmaputra into a barrier
rather than a bridge for Assam’s
development, a situation his gov-
ernment has decisively reversed.

Highlighting the contrast in
governance outcomes, Sarma said
that in nearly 70 years after Inde-
pendence, Assam managed to
build only three bridges over the
Brahmaputra — the Saraighat
Bridge, the Kalia Bhomora Bridge
and the Naranarayan Setu.

“For decades, the Congress
ruled Assam, but connectivity re-
mained a distant dream. The
Brahmaputra symbolised isola-
tion, delay and political apathy,”
he said.

The chief minister underlined

Jogdal murders: NHRC
moved for justice after 16 yrs

GUWAHATI, Dec 14: Sixteen
years after six members of a family
were hacked to death in their house
in Jogdal village in Assam’s Kam-
rup Metropolitan district, a local or-
ganisation has approached the
National Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) for justice for the vic-
tims.

It has urged the NHRC to take
cognisance of human rights viola-
tions in the case and intervene to en-
sure a fair, independent and
time-bound investigation.

On the night of December 12,
2009, unidentified assailants had
brutally killed Harakanta Doloi, his
wife Swapna, their three children
and a nephew at their Jogdal resi-
dence.

The killings were suspected to
have been linked to political leaders
who used their influence to acquire
land in the area to build a luxury
hotel. The perpetrators have still not
been brought to book.

The Dimoria Bikash Manch
urged NHRC chairman Justice V R
Rama Subramanian to look into the

Sunday called on Vice-President C P Rad-

hakrishnan in New Delhi, and invited him to visit the state to witness its “transformation” in recent years.
This was Sarma’s first official visit to meet Radharkrishnan since he assumed office in September this year.
“Honoured to call upon Hon’ble Vice President of India, Shri CP Radhakrishnan ji in New Delhi today,”
Sarma said in a post on X. “I personally congratulated him on assuming the august office of @VPIndia and in-
vited him to visit Assam to witness the State’s transformation in recent years,” he said. (PTI)

‘Cannot talk about human rights in India and leave out LGBTQIA+ citizens’

case.

Chief advisor of the Manch,
Dibyajyoti Medhi, who submitted
the petition on Saturday, said, “We
met a member of the panel and
handed our petition. He has assured
us of looking into the case.”

“It has been 16 years but justice
has not been done yet. But, we are
still hopeful that the NHRC will be
able to get justice for the victims.
Doloi was a marginal cultivator, and
the family was economically im-
poverished, with no known enmity
with any individual or group,” he
said.

The petition maintained that “the
investigation was deliberately
weakened due to the suspected in-
volvement of a then minister of the
Assam government”. The Congress
was leading the government in
Assam in 2009.

“The initial investigation con-
ducted by Sonapur Police was al-
legedly neither impartial nor
diligent. On the contrary, serious at-
tempts were reportedly made to de-
stroy crucial evidence, including the

GUWAHATI, Dec 14: Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Sun-
day congratulated Nitin Nabin on
his appointment as the BJP working
president, and said he has stood out
for his “administrative efficiency
and organisational impact”.

Sarma said that Nabin is a leader
with “clarity of thought and firm
ideological grounding”.

Nabin, 45, was appointed BJP
working president by the party’s
parliamentary board.

“Warm congratulations to Shri
@NitinNabin ji on taking charge as
the National Working President of
the BJP. A leader known for his en-
ergy, clarity of thought and firm ide-
ological grounding, he has
consistently strengthened the organ-
isation,” Sarma said in a post on X.
The CM (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

burning of the victim’s house after
the incident,” it said.

It further said that a prime ac-
cused, Arjun Bordoloi, was killed
under mysterious circumstances on
September 5, 2012, raising further
concerns regarding the integrity of
the investigation.

Subsequently, the case was trans-
ferred to the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) and on Decem-
ber 7, 2017, two police officers --
Pranab Kumar Deka, the then offi-
cer-in-charge of Sonapur police sta-
tion, and A M Choudhury, the then
investigating officer of the case --
were arrested on charges of deliber-
ately destroying evidence with the
intention of shielding the actual per-
petrators.

The case was handed over to the
CBl a year later by the state govern-
ment.

Despite sustained protests and
representations submitted by nu-
merous local ethnic and social or-
ganisations over the years, the
authorities concerned have re-
mained (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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that the scenario changed funda-
mentally after 2014, when focused
leadership and political will placed
infrastructure at the centre of gov-
ernance.

“In just one decade, Assam has
built four major bridges over the
Brahmaputra — a second
Saraighat Bridge, the Bogibeel

Bridge, the Dhola-Sadiya Bridge
and a second Kalia Bhomora
Bridge. This is not coincidence,
this is commitment,” Sarma said.
Calling the Congress era one of
“missed opportunities and weak
resolve,” Sarma said that large
river connectivity projects were
repeatedly (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Two arrested in Tinsukia over Arunachal
truck mishap that killed 21 Assam workers

HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, Dec 14: Tinsukia

Police have arrested two persons
for allegedly illegally sending
labourers to Arunachal Pradesh
from Tinsukia’s Gelaphukari tea
estate to a fatal road accident in
which at least 21 labourers lost
their lives.

The arrested persons have been
identified as Md Sirajul Ahmed
(36) and Sairuddin Ali (27), both
residents of Balupara Gaon village
under the Guijan area of Tinsukia
district. The arrests are linked to a
tragic accident on December 8§,
2025, when a truck carrying
labourers to a construction site in
Anjaw district of Arunachal
Pradesh skidded off the HMC
(Hayuliang—Metengliang—
Chaglagam) road near Chaglagam
Circle under Hayuliang sub-divi-
sion and plunged into a deep
gorge, estimated to be around 700
metres deep.

The accident involved 22 per-
sons, including the driver.

According to police, 20 bodies
had been recovered till Sunday

morning, while rescue operations
were continuing in the difficult ter-
rain. Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice (SSP), Tinsukia, Mayank
Kumar Jha, said the victims were
sent to the neighbouring state
without following mandatory pro-
tocols.

“During the investigation, we
have found that the labourers
were transported illegally without
proper documentation or safety
measures. We have registered a
case at Tinsukia Sadar Police Sta-
tion, and an investigation was
launched,” the SSP said.

Meanwhile, Police have regis-
tered Case No. 432/2025 under
sections 143(3) (human traffick-
ing), 105 (culpable homicide),
125B (causing danger to life or
personal safety through negligent
acts) and 61(2) (criminal conspir-
acy) of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS). A Special Investigation
Team (SIT) has also been consti-
tuted to probe the case. “We are in-
vestigating the entire chain, and
more arrests are likely in the coming
days,” he (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Sonowal reviews preparedness

GUWAHATI, Dec 14: Union
Minister for Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal
on Sunday reviewed the prepara-
tions at Namrup in Assam ahead of
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
scheduled visit on December 21,
during which the Prime Minister
will lay the foundation stone of a
landmark ¥ 11,000-crore Ammo-
nia-Urea fertilizer project.

ahead of PM visit in state

Sonowal inspected the site ear-
marked for the foundation stone
ceremony as well as the venue for
the Prime Minister’s public rally,
taking stock of arrangements for
the high-profile programme that is
expected to draw a massive turnout
from across Upper Assam and
neighbouring districts.

Following the inspection, the
Union Minister held a meeting
with party workers and members
of the public at the rally venue.

The meeting was attended by
state cabinet ministers Prasanta
Phukan and Jogen Mohan, Rajya
Sabha MP Rameswar Teli, MLAs
and senior party functionaries.

Speaking to reporters here,
Sonowal underlined the impor-
tance of the upcoming project for
the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Queer children face maximum discrimination, bullying at homes, schools: Survey

GUWAHATI, Dec 14: A recent survey
found that LGBTQIA+ children and ado-
lescents face the highest levels of discrim-
ination and bullying in their own homes,
schools and neighbourhoods, with activists
and stakeholders urging for concerted ef-
forts to address these issues to help them
get equal opportunities.

A recent survey of over 900 LGBTQ+
individuals by a Kolkata-based organisa-
tion, ‘Bridge’, which works for the rights
of the community across Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Nagaland,
Odisha, Jharkhand and West Bengal, re-
ported that most bullying happens between
the ages of 12 and 15 years.

Many young people are forced to drop
out of school, losing out on education, fu-
ture employment, and income security,
Bridge’s founder director Prithviraj Nath
told PTL

“Even after the decriminalisation of ho-
mosexuality in 2018, the NALSA judg-
ment in 2014, and Transgender Protection

Act 0f 2019, LGBTQ+ people continue to -

face systematic exclusion in education,
health care, workplaces, and public life,”
he said.

Basic human rights still remain out of
reach for many and it is extremely impor-
tant that we bring to light the lived realities
and challenges faced by the LGBTQIA+
community, and have dialogues with the
larger society towards equal rights and in-
clusion of the community, Nath added.

Rudrani Rajkumari, founder of
‘Xomonnoy’, an LGBTQIA+ rights or-
ganisation and support group, pointed out
that the government and all stakeholders
must make collective efforts to create a
roadmap to reduce discrimination and pro-
mote equal rights.

“We cannot talk about human rights in
India and leave out LGBTQIA+ citizens.
Every child deserves safety in their home,
respect in their school, and dignity in their
workplace. Equality is not a favour, it is a
constitutional promise,” Rajkumari said.

#

Former vice principal of Guwahati’s
Dispur College, Sunita Agarwalla, claimed
that it is one of the pioneer institutions in
Assam, having done commendable work

for the education of the children from the
community.

Besides having a gender-neutral toilet,
it has reserved seats for such students in

both its higher secondary and degree
courses, with education being free if such
a student needs it and sensitisation pro-
grammes are also for all its students re-
garding the issues of the community, she
said.

“L, as an educator, feel that it is very im-
portant to understand that people from the
LGBTQIA+ community are also human
beings and citizens of our country, so they
have to be treated equally by everyone in
every aspect,” Agarwalla said.

Lalit Chandra Bharali College’s profes-
sor Kunjalata Brahma Bhatiri said that
more and more people are voicing their
support for equal treatment of people from
the community and judgement-free spaces,
but a collective and concerted effort from
all stratas of society is needed.

Sensitisation and orientation to drive in
the very understanding of the basic right to
live freely and with dignity is required at
all levels, she said.

“More people should talk, discuss,

opine and work in attaining dignified liv-
ing spaces for the queer community,” she
said.

Tezpur University’s faculty from the
Department of Social Work, Sammy said,
“Incredible work is being done by multiple
stakeholders in the field of queer-inclusive
education at secondary, college and uni-
versity levels in the northeastern region but
with every new initiative, we face a wall
of structural resistance which is coated in
layers of binary understanding of society.”

Social systems like family, schools,
neighbourhoods, state authorities, commu-
nity institutions, health care services,
workplaces and every sector that com-
pletes a human being needs gender inclu-
sive approaches and practices as well, she
said.

“We cannot lose our queer students,
children, adults and elders to public scorn,
confined spaces, hopelessness and sui-
cides,” Sammy said. Every department in
higher education (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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Banks advised to link MSME loans to external
penchmarks to improve policy transmission

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 14: The Re-
serve Bank of India has advised
banks to link loans extended to
Micro, Small and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs) to external
benchmarks with a view to im-
proving monetary policy transmis-
sion, the government informed
Parliament on Sunday.

As part of the external bench-
mark—linked lending framework,
the reset period for MSME loans
has been reduced to three months.

To ensure that existing borrow-
ers are also able to benefit from
the revised interest rate regime,
banks have been advised to offer a
switchover option on mutually
agreed terms.

The RBI has also undertaken a
series of additional measures
aimed at improving credit flow to
the MSME sector.

Separately, the Government of
India, through the Bureau of In-
dian Standards under the Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs,
Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution, is
implementing Quality Control Or-
ders in a phased manner with spe-
cific exemptions and relaxations
for MSMEs to ensure that domes-
tic production is not disrupted.

These include additional time
for compliance, with a six-month
extension for micro enterprises

and a three-month extension for
small enterprises.

Exemptions have also been pro-
vided for imports by domestic
manufacturers for export-oriented
production, for limited imports up
to 200 units for research and de-
velopment purposes, and for clear-
ance of legacy stock manufactured
or imported prior to the implemen-
tation of the orders within six
months from the effective date.

The BIS has further introduced
financial and technical relaxations
based on feedback received on
certification processes.

These include concessions in
the annual minimum marking fee,

with reductions of 80 per cent for
micro enterprises, 50 per cent for
small enterprises and 20 per cent
for medium enterprises.

An additional concession of 10
per cent is available to MSME:s lo-
cated in the North-East or run by
women entrepreneurs.

The requirement for maintain-
ing an in-house laboratory has
been made optional, allowing
MSMEs to use BIS-recognised or
NABL-accredited laboratories, in-
cluding shared or cluster-based fa-
cilities.

Manufacturers have also been
given flexibility to define their
own control units and levels of

Budget 2026-27: Cll suggests reforms
to drive investment-led growth

NEW DELHI, Dec 14: Industry lobby CII has proposed
a comprehensive set of reforms for the forthcoming
Union Budget 2026-27 to drive sustained investment
growth spanning public, private, and foreign investments
and maintain India’s momentum as one of the world’s
fastest-growing major economies.

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) suggested
increasing central capital expenditure by 12 per cent and
capex support to states by 10 per cent in FY27; launching
a 150 lakh crore National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP)
2.0 for 2026-32; offering incremental tax credits or com-
pliance relaxations for firms achieving significant new
investment, production, or tax contribution milestones;
and establishing an NRI Investment Promotion Fund.

It also called for reinstating accelerated depreciation
benefits to further incentivise fresh capital expenditure
and technology upgrades, particularly for MSMEs and
manufacturing industries, provided the measure is struc-
tured to stimulate modernisation without triggering Min-
imum Alternate Tax (MAT) obligations.

Besides, CII urged for strengthening the National In-
vestment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) by forming a
Sovereign Investment Strategy Council (SIFC) to align
investments with national priorities.

The Union Budget for the 2026-27 fiscal year is ex-
pected to be presented on February 1.

According to CII, reinforcing fiscal stability through
an economic-cycle-based public debt framework, in
place of inflexible annual deficit rules, would also en-
hance resilience by allowing counter-cyclical flexibility
during global shocks and avoiding repeated breaches of
yearly targets. Such a framework would strengthen cred-
ibility by aligning fiscal policy with medium-term debt
sustainability, it said.

“The forthcoming Union Budget 2026-27 has to serve
the dual role of stabiliser and growth enabler, and pro-
moting investments will be one of the most critical com-
ponents in this regard,” CII Director General Chandrajit
Banerjee said.

Towards this objective, CII has proposed a compre-
hensive investment strategy anchored in fiscal prudence,
capital efficiency, and investor confidence.

The recommendations emphasise strengthening public
capital expenditure as the backbone of infrastructure-led
growth, while simultaneously unlocking private and for-
eign investment through targeted incentives, institutional
reforms, and enhanced global engagement.

Bolstering public investment remains essential, CII
said, observing that public capital expenditure has been
the key driver of India’s post-pandemic recovery,
catalysing infrastructure expansion and crowding in pri-
vate capital. (PTI)

Samsng Finance announces 15-Day Loan Mela with DM Finance

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 14: Samsung
has announced a 15-day Loan
Mela, organised in partnership
with DMI Finance, to support cus-
tomers looking to purchase or up-
grade their Samsung devices
through accessible finance options.

According to an official state-
ment, the Loan Mela will run from
December 8 to December 22,
2025, across select territories in
North and East India.

The Loan Mela brings a conven-
ient finance option for customers

looking to purchase Samsung
products. Through DMI Finance,
buyers can avail down payments
starting from 0%%*, no paperwork,
low processing fees, and dealer-
supported assistance, making the
purchase process simple and con-
venient, it stated.

For dealers, the mela offers an
opportunity to engage more cus-
tomers interested in financing their
Samsung purchases.

Store teams can help them un-
derstand the DMI Finance options
available and support the cus-

tomers in completing their transac-
tions confidently.

The Loan Mela will take place
across Samsung’s Eastl, East2,
North2, and North3 regions, cov-
ering Assam, West Bengal, Jhark-
hand, Odisha, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana, Ut-
tarakhand, and the Northeast
states.

For additional information, cus-
tomers can visit Samsung’s official
platforms or contact the nearest au-
thorised Samsung retailer in the
participating regions.

control under the Scheme of In-
spection and Testing.

Product certification process
guidelines and product-wise man-
uals have been made publicly
available on the BIS website.

On the credit support front, the
government has announced the
Mutual Credit Guarantee Scheme
for MSMEs, a government-backed
initiative designed to facilitate ac-
cess to loans for business expan-
sion, particularly for the purchase
of equipment and machinery.

Under the scheme, lenders in-
cluding scheduled commercial
banks, all-India financial institu-
tions and non-banking financial
companies are provided credit
guarantee cover for term loans of
up to X 100 crore for eligible
MSME projects.

In addition, specific lending tar-
gets for MSMEs have been pre-
scribed under the priority sector
guidelines.

Scheduled commercial banks
have been mandated not to seek
collateral security for loans up to
X 10 lakh extended to micro and
small enterprises.

Banks have also been instructed
to compute working capital re-
quirements of MSE units at a min-
imum of 20 per cent of the
projected annual turnover for bor-
rowing limits up to ¥ 5 crore.
(With inputs from PIB)

Ol GuwanatiPrincess holds
B installaion coremony

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 14: JCI Guwahati
Princess, a prominent women-led
non-governmental organisation in the
city, organised its 8th Installation Cer-
emony on December 12 at 11 July,
Kumarpara, marking the formal in-
duction of its new leadership team for
2026.

During the programme, JFM Asha
Agarwalla was installed as President
of JCI Guwabhati Princess for the year
2026, along with her office bearers.

The ceremony formally signalled
the beginning of the new term and
outlined the organisation’s commit-
ment to leadership, community serv-
ice and women empowerment.

The event also featured the award
banquet of the outgoing President,
JFA Binita Agarwal, recognising her
leadership and contributions during
her tenure.

Members lauded her efforts and
initiatives undertaken over the past
year.

The ceremony was attended by
several dignitaries from JCI Zone 25.

JFS Sumit Poddar, Zone President
2026, graced the occasion as the chief
guest, while JFF Gunjan Harlalka,
Zone President 2025, attended as the
guest of honour.

JC Priya G. Tiwari, Zonal Vice
President, Region D 2026, was pres-
ent as the Special Invitee. Senior
members and office bearers from
across the zone also attended the pro-
gramme.

Members of JCI Guwahati
Princess, along with past presidents,
were present in large numbers and ex-
tended their support and best wishes
to the newly installed President and
her team for a successful and impact-
ful term ahead.

Ather Energy announces ‘Ather Electric
December’ offers for EV two-wheeler buyers

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 14: Electric two-wheeler manu-
facturer Ather Energy on Sunday announced the third
edition of its month-long year-end initiative, “Ather
Electric December”, offering a range of benefits for
prospective electric scooter buyers.

Now in its third year, the initiative aims to address
a common year-end hesitation among automobile
buyers, who often defer purchases due to concerns
over depreciation with the change of the calendar
year.

In an official statement, Ather said the programme
reassures December buyers by ensuring continued
value through backward compatibility across both
hardware and software.

Under the scheme, customers can avail benefits of
up to ¥ 20,000 on select Ather scooters.

This includes an instant discount of up to X 10,000
on credit card EMIs, a complimentary eight-year bat-
tery warranty valued at I 5,000, and an additional
cash discount of ¥ 5,000.

The offers are available to cardholders of Axis
Bank, HDFC Bank, IDFC First Bank, OneCard, Fed-
eral Bank, Bank of Baroda, Scapia, Canara Bank,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Yes Bank and RBL Bank.

In addition, Ather is offering its ‘Eight70™” ex-
tended battery warranty, which covers the battery for
up to eight years or 80,000 km, whichever comes

first, at a special price of X 1.

The warranty, otherwise priced at I 4,999, is
aimed at providing long-term assurance to new buy-
ers.

Ather’s current product portfolio includes the per-
formance-focused 450 series and the Rizta, the com-
pany’s first family-oriented electric scooter.

The 450 series comprises the Ather 450X, 450S
and 450 Apex, offering IDC ranges of up to 161 km,
depending on the variant.

These models come equipped with features such
as multi-mode traction control, MagicTwist™, and
connected technologies including Google Maps nav-
igation, WhatsApp integration on the dashboard, and
call and music controls on select variants.

The Rizta, available in Rizta S and Rizta Z vari-
ants, has been gaining traction in newer markets.

It offers an IDC range of up to 159 km and is de-
signed with a focus on comfort and practicality, fea-
turing a large seat, total storage capacity of up to 56
litres including under-seat storage and an optional
front trunk, and a spacious floorboard.

Safety features on the Rizta include SkidCon-
trol™, Fall Safe™, Emergency Stop Signal, and theft
and tow alerts. At Ather Community Day 2025, the
company also announced a major upgrade for the
Rizta Z variant, which will now feature touchscreen
functionality, further enhancing the user experience.
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Woman among 2

have been granted citizenship under the Citizenship (Amendment) Act.
Deb said he has assisted around 25 applicants over the last 18 months, but many applications were rejected

or remain pending.

Around 40 people have so far applied for citizenship in the state since the rules were notified last year.

The Act enables Hindu, Christian, Buddhist, Sikh, Jain and Parsi immigrants from Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan who entered India between March 25, 1971 and December 31, 2014 to apply for citizenship.

The CAA, passed on December 11, 2019, had sparked statewide protests in Assam, leading to the death of

five persons in the violence.

Assam has nearly two lakh individuals identified as doubtful citizens, but only a small number have applied

under the CAA so far.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has claimed that most Hindus migrated to Assam from Bangladesh

before the cut-off date of 1971. (PTI)

(uwahati set to emerge as Northeast's aviation hub

New terminal at LGBI Airport to boost outbound tourism, regional integration

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Dec 14: As Adani Airport Hold-
ings Limited prepares to operationalise the new
terminal at Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi Inter-
national Airport, Guwahati is poised to emerge
as the aviation hub of the Northeast, signifi-
cantly strengthening outbound tourism, eco-
nomic mobility and regional integration with the
national and global mainstream.

The commissioning of the state-of-the-art ter-
minal marks a major milestone in the region’s
connectivity journey.

Designed to handle millions of passengers an-
nually, the new facility is expected to position
Guwahati as a launch pad for international as-
pirations, connecting people, trade and culture
at an unprecedented scale.

As the most populous city in the Northeast,
Guwabhati is set to play a central role in reshap-
ing the region’s air travel landscape.

The expanded infrastructure is expected to
give a decisive push to outbound tourism from
the Northeast, one of India’s fastest-growing
travel markets.

Passengers from Guwahati will have en-
hanced direct access to key domestic destina-
tions including Bengaluru, Mumbai, Chennai,
Delhi and Jaipur, along with popular tourist cen-
tres such as Goa and Varanasi through extended
domestic circuits.

On the international front, strengthened and
new connections to Singapore, Bangkok’s Don
Mueang airport and Paro in Bhutan are expected
to provide seamless gateways for both leisure
and business travellers to Southeast Asia and be-
yond.

Schedule analysis indicates that Guwahati’s
upcoming air network will span more than 25
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domestic cities, including Aizawl, Imphal,
Dimapur, Silchar, Agartala and Dibrugarh, mak-
ing it the most extensive aviation hub in the re-
gion.

International operations currently link Guwa-
hati to Singapore, Paro and Don Mueang, with
plans to expand connectivity to other destina-
tions in South and Southeast Asia.

Major metro connections such as Delhi,
Kolkata, Chennai and Hyderabad will further
enable onward global travel to Europe, the Mid-
dle East and the Americas.

AAHL’s strategy centres on developing
Guwahati into the Northeast’s aviation capital
and a catalyst for inclusive economic growth.

Beyond improved passenger comfort, the
new terminal is expected to strengthen the re-
gion’s economic channels by boosting tourism,
exports and business linkages.

Enhanced connectivity is likely to benefit
tour operators, travel entrepreneurs and micro,
small and medium enterprises across Assam,
Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura, Mizo-
ram and Nagaland by facilitating both outbound

travel and increased inbound tourism.

Outbound tourism from the region, particu-
larly among young professionals, students and
first-time international travellers, is projected to
rise sharply. India’s overall outbound tourism
market is estimated to grow to $55.4 billion by
2034, at a compound annual growth rate of
around 11.4 per cent.

For the Northeast, which accounted for only
0.43 per cent of domestic tourist visits and 1.17
per cent of foreign tourist visits in the previous
year, the new terminal represents a significant
opportunity to bridge this gap.

Improved air connectivity is also expected to
contribute to deeper macroeconomic integration
by linking the Northeast’s human capital and en-
terprises with national and global growth corri-
dors.

With rising disposable incomes and an in-
creasing appetite for global exposure, the region
stands to channel this momentum into economic
activity across sectors such as travel, hospitality,
trade and logistics.

For Adani Airport Holdings Limited, which
manages eight airports across the country, the
Guwahati terminal reflects its broader objective
of making airport infrastructure more inclusive
and accessible.

The company’s focus on the Northeast is seen
as both strategic and symbolic, aimed at bring-
ing the region closer to India’s economic main-
stream.

With the new terminal set to open its gates,
Guwahati is no longer merely a point of depar-
ture but a gateway of possibilities, signalling the
beginning of a new phase of regional transfor-
mation and global connectivity for the North-
east.

Connectivity remained distant

announced but rarely executed. “Files moved, committees were formed, but the people of Assam kept wait-
ing. Our government ended this culture of delay,” he added. The chief minister said that the transformation is
far from over, with four more mega bridges currently under construction.

These include the Kumar Bhaskaravarman Setu in Guwahati, the ambitious Dhubri—Phulbari bridge set to
become India’s longest river bridge, the Palasbari—Sualkuchi bridge, and the Jorhat-Majuli bridge, which will
permanently connect the world’s largest river island to the mainland.

Sarma stressed that improved connectivity has directly translated into economic growth, faster emergency
response, tourism expansion and stronger social integration across Upper, Middle and Lower Assam.

“Today, the Brahmaputra is no longer a barrier. It is a lifeline of growth,” he said.

Taking a final swipe at the Congress, Sarma said, “Where they saw challenges, we saw responsibility. For
our government, no task is impossible when public service is the goal.”

Two arrested 1in

said. Both the accused were produced before a local court on Sunday, and police sought remand. “We have
appealed for remand and expect to gather more crucial information during further investigation,” an official
said. The bodies of six workers killed in the accident were brought back to Assam and cremated at Gelaphakuri
tea estate in Tinsukia district on Saturday evening and they were laid to rest.

The entire Gelaphakuri tea estate bid a tearful farewell to the youths. The deceased were identified as Abhay
Bhumij (33), Sanjay Kumar (36), Junash Munda (20), Agor Tanti (24), Rajni Nag (24) and Rahul Kumar (25).

The bodies were formally received at Tinsukia Medical College by District Commissioner Swapneel Paul
and SSP Mayank Kumar. Assam minister Bimal Borah and Tinsukia MLA Sanjay Keshan were also present
during the handover.

An official said this was one of the most dangerous rescue operations, with teams from the NDRF, Border
Roads Organisation (BRO), the Indian Army and officials of the Anjaw district administration involved.

Jogdal murders: NHRC

largely unresponsive, the Manch alleged. “... it is humbly prayed that your esteemed office may kindly take
cognisance of the grave human rights violations involved in this case and intervene appropriately to ensure a fair,
independent, and time-bound process leading to justice for the victims,” the petition said.

All responsible for the crime as well as for the obstruction of justice be brought to book in accordance with the

law, it added. (PTI) . o e
Having Messi 1s a

Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Messi had arrived in India in the wee hours of Saturday, but the opening leg of
the tour in Kolkata quickly descended into chaos later in the day due to poor crowd management and security
lapses. However, his evening programme in the Hyderabad leg stood in stark contrast to the mayhem in Kolkata,
proceeding smoothly and concluding on a positive note. (PTI)

Himanta congratulates new

said Nabin’s contributions as a minister in Bihar and as ‘Prabhari’ of Chhattisgarh “stand out for their adminis-
trative efficiency and organisational impact”.

“This responsibility reflects the party’s confidence in his leadership and its emphasis on nurturing the next gen-
eration of leaders. Wishing him every success in this significant role,” Sarma added.

Nabin, a Kayasth by caste, will eventually succeed incumbent BJP chief J P Nadda.

He is the PWD minister in Bihar and an MLA from Bankipur in Patna.

Nadda was appointed BJP president in January 2020 and has already completed his full term. He was granted
extension to lead the party through the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. (PTI)

Sonowal reviews preparedness

region’s agrarian economy.

He said the Rs 11,000-crore fertiliser complex would mark a new chapter in the agricultural development of
the North East, strengthening fertiliser availability and boosting farmer confidence.

The minister added that all arrangements were being meticulously planned to ensure the Prime Minister’s
visit becomes a memorable and historic occasion for the people of Assam.

The Ammonia-Urea complex at Namrup will be developed by Assam Valley Fertilizer Corporation Limited
(AVFCCL) as a major joint venture.

The Government of Assam holds the largest equity stake of 40 per cent, while National Fertilizers Limited,
Oil India Limited, Hindustan Urvarak & Rasayan Limited and Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Corporation Lim-
ited are key partner PSUs. With an annual production capacity of 12.7 lakh metric tonnes of urea, the facility
is aimed at meeting the fertiliser needs of farmers across Assam and the wider North Eastern region.

Once commissioned, it will be the single largest urea-producing unit in the North East.

Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Assam is part of a two-day programme.

On December 20, he will inaugurate the new terminal building of the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi Interna-
tional Airport in Guwahati, before travelling to Namrup on December 21 for the foundation stone ceremony
and public rally.

A senior official said preparations are underway on multiple fronts, including security, infrastructure, logistics
and crowd management, to ensure the smooth conduct of the event.

Queer children face

institutions needs to create safe spaces, accessibility to queer-affirmative support initiatives such as gender-
neutral toilets, transport facilities, hostels and common rooms, livelihood opportunities, and speedy redressal mech-
anism for complaints and quality healthcare services, she said.

Former Cotton University professor and Assamese writer Najma Mukherjee said, “As an educator and litterateur,
I believe in the power of art -- be it literature or the visual arts. Books and movies have definitely contributed to
the shaping of public consciousness in understanding queer experiences all around the world.”

Nath pointed out that stakeholders, during discussions on the issue, have pointed out that there is a need for ca-
pacity building for school teachers and B.Ed trainees to equip them with skills to support LGBTQIA+ students.

There is also a need to engage more with parents to build understanding and provide supportive environments
at home and introduce comics, storybooks, and visual learning tools on gender and sexuality in school libraries,
especially in Assamese and other languages, he said.

Rajkumari pointed out that stakeholders have urged the government to include mandatory training for teachers
and staffers in all educational institutions, in line with the Supreme Court’s guidelines on student mental health,
and biannual sensitisation for officials in judicial, police, and administrative departments on laws and rights related
to LGBTQIA+ people. (PTI)
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Union Minister urges youth to balance growth, technology and ecological sustainability

Sonowal stresses environmentally
responsibie development in Tinsukia

HT Correspondent
TINSUKIA, Dec 14: Union Min-

ister Sarbananda Sonowal on Sat-
urday delivered a strong message
on development, emphasising that
economic progress cannot be con-
sidered meaningful if it comes at
the expense of environmental
degradation.

“Any form of growth that dam-
ages the environment fails the test
of long-term welfare,” Sonowal

- A .
observed, underlining the need to
place sustainability at the core of
policy and planning.

Addressing students and youth
at a public programme in Tinsukia
district, the senior leader stressed
the urgent need to harmonise
growth, technology and environ-
mental responsibility. He cau-
tioned that development models
which undermine nature ultimately

emphasised that technological ad-
vancement must go hand-in-hand
with human values and ecological
consciousness.

Focusing on the younger gener-
ation, the minister urged students
to prepare for a competitive global
landscape by cultivating all-round
excellence, adaptability, critical
thinking and ethical grounding.
“Education should not only impart

weaken society itself. Sonowal technical knowledge but also nur-

Former residents of Mangaldai College
boys’ hostel reunite in nostalgic meet

HT Correspondent
MANGALDAI, Dec 14: Former residents of the

now-defunct Mangaldai College boys’ hostel gathered
to relive cherished memories of their student days dur-
ing the seventh annual reunion held on Saturday at a
sprawling green lawn at a farm near Sipajhar. The
meet brought together hostel residents from the 1980—
91 period, many of whom have since retired from their

professional lives.

Expressing deep emotional attachment to the hostel,
Madan Chandra Nath, a former resident, said that one
remains a student till the last breath and that memories
of student life are like a green canvas of freedom and
affection. Renowned instrumentalist Minku Mani
Deka, another former resident, said that although the
hostel no longer exists, its memories still linger
strongly. He added that whenever he visits Mangaldai
from his home in Dhekiajuli, he pauses at the broken
gate of the hostel to pay his respects.

The reunion programme began in the morning with
tributes to iconic Assamese artistes Bhupen Hazarika
and Zubeen Garg. This was followed by an afternoon

session featuring tea and interaction, homage to de-
ceased former residents and recollections of hostel
life. Around 30 former residents aged above 60 were
felicitated on the occasion. Participants attended the
reunion from various places including Udalguri,
Dhekiajuli, Guwahati, Baihata Chariali and nearby
areas.

During the meeting, the former residents resolved
to publish a souvenir next year comprising writings
and reminiscences of hostel life contributed by mem-
bers from their respective workplaces. It was also re-
called that a book titled Romanthan, containing brief
life sketches of the residents, has already been pub-
lished.

Key organisers of the programme, including Madan
Chandra Nath, Abani Nath and Atul Saharia, urged
everyone to keep the spirit and fragrance of those
memories alive through positive thoughts and actions,
despite the physical absence of the Mangaldai College
boys’ hostel. The programme concluded with a com-
munal feast, symbolising harmony and enduring
friendship among the former residents.

laikhuta installed for Bakhor Mass resignations from Cong

Bengena Mahotsau 2025-26

HT Correspondent

DEMOW), Dec 14: Preparations for the Bakhor
Bengena Mahotsav 2025-26 formally began
with the installation of the laikhuta at Bakhor
Bengena Bokota near Demow on Saturday. The
ceremonial installation was carried out by
Sushanta Borgohain, MLA of Demow con-
stituency, marking the official commencement

of arrangements for the festival.

The Bakhor Bengena Mahotsav 2025-26 is
scheduled to be organised near the historic
Bakhor Bengena tree at Bokota from December
31, 2025 to January 2, 2026. The festival is ex-
pected to attract people from different parts of
the region and showcase the cultural heritage
and traditional values associated with the

Bakhor Bengena site.

The laikhuta installation ceremony was held
in the presence of former Thowra MLA Kushal
Dowari, members of the organising committee
and a large number of local residents of Bokota.
Addressing the gathering, the organisers ex-
pressed hope that the forthcoming Mahotsav
would be organised in a grand and inclusive
manner, with active participation from the local

community.

Reception committee formed for
52" Karbi Youth Festival 2026

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Dec 14: A Reception
Committee (RC) has been con-
stituted to oversee preparations
for the 52nd edition of the Karbi
Youth Festival (KYF) 2026. The
committee is headed by Execu-
tive Member (EM) of the Karbi
Anglong Autonomous Council
(KAACQ), Ritesh Enghi as presi-
dent, Bhubon Tokbi as working
president, and EM, KAAC,
Richard Tokbi as general secre-
tary.

The formation meeting of the
RC was held on December 13 at
Rangsina Sarpo Auditorium of
the Karbi People’s Hall (KPH),
Taralangso. The annual five-day
festival, organized by the Karbi
Cultural Society (KCS) from Feb-
ruary 15 to 19, 2026, is celebrated
as one of the key ethnic festivals
of Northeast India. It showcases
the rich culture and traditions of
Karbi tribes from Assam and
other Northeastern states
through cultural competitions,
demonstrations and exhibitions
by Karbi youths. Other ethnic
communities in Karbi Anglong
also participate, presenting their
languages, traditions and

in West Karbi Anglong

HT Correspondent
KHERONI, Dec 14: The Congress party is facing a major

setback in West Karbi Anglong as mass resignations sweep
through the Karbi Hills ahead of the 2026 Assam Assembly
elections.

In Donkamokam, a total of 685 Congress leaders and
workers from various Member of Autonomous Council con-
stituencies resigned collectively. The resignations were led
by Socheng Block Congress president Vindra Rongpi,
Socheng Mohila Congress Committee president Manai
Ronghangpi and Amreng Mohila Congress Committee pres-
ident Tina Tokbipi.

The departing office-bearers represented the Socheng
Council Constituency Congress Committee, Mahila Mandal
Congress Committee, and other Congress committees in the
Chinthong, Amri and Rongkhang Council Constituencies.

The leaders and workers cited the party’s misgovernance,
family-centric politics and alleged discriminatory treatment
of people in the hill districts over the years as reasons for
their decision.

Political analysts say this wave of resignations is a signif-
icant blow to Congress, undermining its organisational
strength in the hill districts ahead of next year’s elections.
Mass departures have also been reported sporadically in East
Karbi Anglong, signaling potential challenges for the party
in the region.

cuisines.

The meeting was chaired by
KCS president Humsing Bey
with objectives presented by
general secretary Sunil Tokbi. In
addition to the RC leadership, HT Correspondent

ture social responsibility and com-
mitment to the greater good,” he
said.

Invoking Assam’s historical
legacy, Sonowal cited legendary
Ahom commander Lachit Bor-
phukan as a timeless example of
courage, discipline and patriotism.
He said Lachit’s leadership offers
valuable lessons for today’s youth,
particularly regarding integrity,
sacrifice and dedication to duty.
“Our history teaches us that true
leadership is rooted in character
and service,” he added.

Sonowal further outlined his vi-
sion of an Assamese society re-
spected globally for competence
and innovation, highlighting the
potential of Assam’s youth to be-
come global contributors if
equipped with skills, confidence
and a broad outlook. “This century
will belong to those who can
demonstrate excellence across
knowledge, technology, culture
and values,” he remarked.

Concluding his address, the
minister called for collective ef-
forts by institutions, educators and
policymakers to ensure sustainable
development. He reiterated that
Assam’s future depends on envi-
ronmentally responsible growth
and a generation capable of meet-
ing global challenges with re-
silience, integrity and excellence.

Assam Chief Secretary reviews
Batadroba Cultural Project

Preparations underway for inauguration
by Union Home Minister Amit Shah

-si/U

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Dec 14: Assam Chief Secretary Dr Ravi Kota on Thursday

reviewed the ongoing construction work of the Batadroba Cultural Proj-
ect, a flagship initiative of the state government aimed at transforming
the birthplace of Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardev into a world-class spir-
itual and tourism hub.

The project is scheduled to be inaugurated later this month by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah in the presence of Chief Minister Dr Himanta
Biswa Sarma. The ceremony is expected to draw over 50,000 devotees
and around 2,000 artistes.

During his visit, Dr Kota, accompanied by senior officials, inspected
the project site, reviewed the progress of ongoing work and assessed over-
all preparedness for the upcoming inauguration.

He was joined by local MLA Rupak Sarma, IGP Akhilesh Kumar
Singh, Deputy Commissioner Debashish Sarma, Senior Superintendent
of Police Swapnanil Deka and other senior officials from the district and
police administration.

The Batadroba Cultural Project is being developed to highlight Assam’s
rich cultural heritage and to promote spiritual tourism, aligning with the state

government’s vision of creating landmark cultural destinations.

Akhil Gogoi challenges Himanta
Biswa to contest from Sivasagar

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, Dec 14:
Sivasagar MLA Akhil Gogoi on
Sunday issued an open challenge
to Chief Minister Dr Himanta
Biswa Sharma, inviting him to
contest the upcoming assembly
elections from the prestigious
Sivasagar Legislative Assembly
constituency. Gogoi stated that if
Sharma does not contest, he ex-
pects neither Pijush Hazarika nor
the state BJP president to stand

Infant dies due to
medical negligence at
Margherita Tea Estate

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, Dec 14: A one-

and-a-half-month-old infant al-
legedly died due to denial of timely
medical care at Margherita Tea Es-
tate Hospital in Tinsukia district,
sparking outrage among local resi-
dents. The baby, son of tea garden
workers Uday and Mary Gowala,
began vomiting and was rushed to the
estate hospital, where the parents
claimed no doctor was available.
The family alleged that the duty
nurse refused a proper examination
and advised them to visit
Margherita Civil Hospital without
a referral, while a staff member,
Madan Acharjee, allegedly denied
access to the government ambu-
lance. The parents spent nearly five
hours seeking treatment across
multiple facilities, including the
FRU/Civil Hospital and private
clinics, but the infant succumbed
before receiving critical care.
Locals and tea workers con-
demned the incident, citing chronic
shortages of doctors, medical
equipment and emergency trans-
port in estate hospitals. They
vowed to lodge a formal complaint
against the hospital staff, demand-
ing accountability. Efforts to con-
tact Margherita Tea Estate
management were unsuccessful.

Cancer Prevention Social Service Award.

against him.

Gogoi, without naming him di-
rectly, described the Chief Min-
ister as “the most notorious killer
in Assam” and said he would be
ashamed to contest against such
a person. In addition, Gogoi took
a swipe at the state BJP Women’s
chief, criticising her for discount-
ing him as a potential challenger
in the forthcoming elections. He
further suggested that if the BJP
is genuinely committed to

women’s welfare, it should field
a women candidate to contest
against him this time.

Gogoi’s remarks come amid
heightened political activity in
Sivasagar, a constituency consid-
ered highly significant in
Assam’s political landscape. His
challenge underscores the grow-
ing tensions between the ruling
BJP leadership and opposition
voices ahead of the next assem-
bly elections.

NGW Chiairperson
1EUIGS Womerl-centric
Scllemies in Sonipur

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, Dec 14: Chairperson of

the National Commission for
Women (NCW), Vijaya Rahatkar,
visited Sonitpur district on Satur-
day to review the implementation
of various women-centric schemes
of the Central and Assam govern-
ments. She was accompanied by
NCW Additional Secretary Rad-
hika Chakravarty, Assam State
Commission for Women Chairper-
son Angurlata Deka and senior of-
ficials from the Panchayat and
Rural Development Department.
At the District Commissioner’s
office in Tezpur, Rahatkar inter-
acted with beneficiaries of
schemes such as Pradhan Mantri

Awas Yojana, Mukhyamantri
Mahila Udyamita Yojana, Orun-
odoi, PMFME and self-help

groups under the Assam State
Rural Livelihoods Mission. She
highlighted the importance of col-
lective strength, independent deci-
sion-making and political
empowerment for women.

Later, she inaugurated a one-day
awareness workshop, “She is a
Change Maker”, at Darrang Col-
lege, attended by elected women
representatives of Panchayats. She
also visited the Sakhi One Stop
Centre in Tezpur and chaired a re-
view meeting with district officials
to assess initiatives on women’s
safety, social welfare, health, irri-
gation, POSH Act implementation
and Panchayat development
schemes.

Rahatkar appreciated initiatives
like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
Nijut Moina, Orunodoi and
Mukhyamantri Mahila Udyamita
Yojana for their role in enhancing
women’s empowerment and liveli-
hoods. She stressed that true
progress is achieved when women
exercise agency in social, eco-
nomic and political spheres.

The visit also included a review
of women’s safety measures in the
district with police officials. Assam
State Commission for Women
Chairperson  Angurlata Deka,
speaking to the media, expressed
hope for speedy justice in the case
related to singer Zubeen Garg’s
death.

Rajamoni Ahmed and Pinki Rajkumari crowned
Strong Man and Strong Woman

2" Powerlifting Championship
concludes at Morigaon

HT Correspondent
MORIGAON, Dec 14: The 2nd
Powerlifting Championship for
men and women concluded late
last night at the Morigaon Bihutoli
ground. The day-long event was
organised by PHYCA, Morigaon
and witnessed enthusiastic partici-
pation from powerlifters across
various age and weight categories.

Rajamoni Ahmed clinched the
‘Strong Man’ title with a total lift
of 600 kg, while Pinki Rajkumari
secured the ‘Strong Woman’ title
with an impressive total lift of 280
kg.
In the boys’ sub-junior 59 kg
category, Sahan Bahane secured
first position. Kumud Kasyap
topped the 74 kg category, while
Juman Patar won first place in the
93 kg category. In the sub-junior
girls’ 52 kg category, Nousin Afra
Anjuma finished first. Pinki Rajku-
mari also claimed first position in
the senior women’s 76 kg category,
with Digongana Devi securing sec-
ond place. In the women’s 57 kg
category, Sunamoni Devi bagged

first position, while Manalisha
Aktar won first place in the 84 kg
category.

In the men’s 59 kg category, Sai-
fulla Khalid secured first position,
followed by Sanjib Deka in second
place. Mafikul Islam emerged win-
ner in the 66 kg category, with Mu-
jarif Ali finishing second and
Aditya Konwar third. In the men’s
senior category, Atin Mithi
claimed first position. Firuj Ahmed
won first place in the Masters-1 66
kg category.

In the junior boys’ 74 kg cate-
gory, Rajamoni Ahmed secured
first position, while Asikul Hoque

and Mintu Kumar Nath finished
second and third respectively. Rak-
ibul Hazarika topped the senior
men’s 74 kg category. In the junior
boys’ 83 kg category, Abindam
Bordoloi won first position, with
Rupkumar Deuri finishing second.
Raju Ali secured first place in the
senior men’s 83 kg category, fol-
lowed by Saddam Hussain in sec-
ond place. In the men’s 93 kg
category, Abhijit Saikia emerged
winner, while Dr Anurag Sarma
secured second position. Subham
Chauhan claimed first position in
the 105 kg category.

The championship was inaugu-
rated by Morigaon District Com-
missioner Anamika Tewari in the
presence of CEO of MZP Ananta
Kumar Gogoi and Deputy CEO
Abhijit Chakraborty. The event
flag was hoisted by Nitumoni Das,
president of the executive commit-
tee. The programme was moder-
ated by Pinakhi Bhusan Mahanta,
Nitu Das, Muhan Das, Dr Ranjan
Patar, Partha Pratim Patar and Ajit
Nath.

Pratishruti marks 8 years with Awards for
Cancer and Palliative care champions

Trust honours doctors, institutions and media for contributions to cancer awareness

Gobin Terang, Mukrang Bey
and Robin Teron were ap-
pointed as office secretaries.

Bey emphasised that efforts
would be made to make the
52nd KYF more culturally au-
thentic and eco-friendly, includ-
ing promoting Karbi ethnic
foods and using only biodegrad-
able utensils. Hotels and food
stalls will be encouraged to pri-
oritize traditional menus over
exotic options. Further discus-
sions on enhancing the festival’s
eco-friendliness and hospitality
will take place in the next RC
meeting.

The meeting was attended by
Chief Executive Member,
KAAC Dr Tuliram Ronghang;
MLA Darsing Ronghang, KCS
adviser Chandrasing Kro, EM,
KAAC, Art & Culture Depart-
ment, Surjya Rongphar and
other officials, political repre-
sentatives, social organizations
and cultural leaders.

DIBRUGARH, Dec 14: Pratishruti Cancer
and Palliative Trust, a Dibrugarh-based non-
profit organisation dedicated to cancer
awareness and prevention, marked the com-
pletion of eight years of service on Saturday
with a full-day programme at the Dibrugarh
District Sports Association’s outdoor sta-
dium, as it stepped into its ninth year.

The anniversary event was marked by the
presentation of several prestigious awards
recognising outstanding contributions in the
fields of oncology, palliative care and cancer
prevention.

Dr Munindra Narayan Baruah was con-
ferred the Dr Heramba Kumar Bharali Me-
morial Award for his significant
contributions to cancer care, while Dr
Kabindra Bhagwati received the Dr Prahlad
Kumar Baruah Memorial Award for exem-
plary services in palliative care. The DK
Gogoi Shastri Memorial Palliative Service
Leadership Award was presented to Dr Gay-
atri Palat of Hyderabad, a leading figure in
palliative medicine.

In the field of social service, Guwahati-
based Karunadhara Trust was honoured with
the Ashwinicharan Choudhury Memorial

Senior journalist Anil Poddar of Dibrugarh
was presented with this year’s ‘Pratishruti’
Media Award. All awardees were felicitated
with citations, mementoes and traditional
garments.

Delivering the welcome address, Dr Alok
Kumar Buragohain, president of Pratishruti
and Vice-Chancellor of Royal Global Uni-
versity, appealed to all stakeholders to con-
tinue working collectively for the welfare of
people suffering from cancer. Outlining the
organisation’s future vision, he said that
Pratishruti would work not only towards
cancer treatment but also towards identify-
ing and addressing its associated causes.

The chief guest, Nitumoni Saikia, Editor-
in-Chief of Pratidin Time, praised the organ-
isation for its dedication and commitment.
He described Pratishruti as a symbol of re-
solve, courage and sacrifice, noting that its
sustained efforts had brought hope and relief
to many patients and families. Saikia ex-
pressed concern over the rising incidence of
cancer despite the presence of fourteen can-
cer hospitals in the state and pointed out the
lack of adequate public awareness pro-
grammes. He supported the demand for a

cancer hospice in Upper Assam and high-
lighted possible risk factors, including the
widespread consumption of pork and the use
of pesticides in tea gardens.

Dr Gayatri Gogoi, honorary director and
the driving force behind Pratishruti, high-
lighted the trust’s impactful initiatives, in-
cluding the administration of HPV vaccines

= g | =]

for cervical cancer prevention to 2,600 indi-
viduals over the past six months. On the oc-
casion, four doctors—Anannya Baruah,
Trishnashree Bora, Devarshana Bora and
Sharadjyotsna Anannya Saikia were hon-
oured as ‘HPV Vaccine Champions’ in
recognition of their contributions to the vac-
cination drive.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

The goal of art was the vital expression of self.
- Alfred Stieglitz

[ US-India trade talks |

r I Yrade negotiations between Washington and New

Delhi have moved into a critical phase as senior

American trade officials arrive in India with the stated
intention of clearing the final hurdles to a long-discussed
agreement. The presence of Deputy US Trade Representa-
tive Rick Switzer and chief India-deal negotiator Brendan
Lynch underscores the renewed push by both governments
to close a chapter that has stretched far longer than either
side had originally anticipated. Their visit signals that a de-
cisive moment may be approaching, even though the issues
on the table reflect the broader complexities shaping the po-
litical and economic priorities of both countries. The nego-
tiations, which have meandered through multiple rounds
with intermittent pauses, have been weighed down by dif-
ferences on tarifts, market access, data regulations, and agri-
cultural trade rules. Officials on both sides maintain that a
mutually beneficial deal is within reach. That confidence,
however, sits alongside a backdrop of tactical posturing that
has shaped the latest exchanges. Washington’s approach has
been influenced heavily by President Trump’s protectionist
economic agenda, which has prioritised tariff leverage as a
primary negotiating instrument. His threat of further tariff
hikes targeting India falls squarely within this pattern.

The claim used to justify such measures has centred on
the alleged dumping of Indian rice in the US market. Tariffs
on Indian products are already among the highest faced by
any country exporting to the United States, and Trump’s
warnings appear calibrated to exert political pressure rather
than reflect market realities. The structure of Indian rice ex-
ports offers a clear counterpoint to the dumping allegation.
India’s shipments to the US are predominantly aromatic bas-
mati varieties, which cater to niche consumer segments and
ethnic markets. These exports are well within the compli-
ance parameters laid down under WTO norms. Moreover,
the tarifts already imposed have had a discernible effect on
India’s export revenue from the US, reducing the trade sur-
plus that Washington often describes as a strategic concern.
The disconnect between the rhetoric and the economic evi-
dence suggests that the tariff threat is a negotiating tactic
rather than a conclusion drawn from trade analysis.

India’s response has been shaped by an entirely different
strategy, one that relies less on direct confrontation and more
on signalling alternative avenues of economic partnership.
New Delhi has been deepening its trade linkages with Moscow,
extending the scope of cooperation well beyond the longstand-
ing defence relationship. The expansion into broader commer-
cial, energy, and technology-related domains is intended to
demonstrate that India retains strategic flexibility even while
engaging its most important Western partners. This cali-
brated shift conveys that India possesses viable options in a
changing global trade environment and that Washington’s
pressure may not yield unilateral concessions.

J
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Five steps to clean Delnr’s air

Talking Points .

Narvijay Yadav

Every winter, Delhi gasps for air. And every year, we act

surprised. Schools shut down. Hospitals fill up. Children

cough. Elderly people struggle. Masks return. Air purifiers
sell out. And yet, once the season changes, the urgency fades.
The crisis is treated like a temporary inconvenience instead of a
permanent public health emergency. Delhi’s air pollution is not
mysterious. It is the result of many small failures adding up to
one big disaster.

The main causes are clear and well known. Vehicular emis-
sions remain the biggest contributor. Too many cars, too many
diesel vehicles, and too little control. Add to this construction
dust that floats freely because rules are ignored. Industries in and
around Delhi still burn dirty fuel. Crop burning in neighboring
states pushes smoke into the city. Garbage burning continues in
many areas. Firecrackers worsen an already toxic mix. Weather
conditions trap all this pollution close to the ground during win-
ter, making it deadly. None of this is new. What makes Delhi’s
situation worse is not the lack of information, but the lack of sus-
tained action. Other countries have faced similar crises and acted
decisively. China once had cities that looked like Delhi does
today. But it treated pollution as a national emergency. It shut
down dirty plants, shifted to clean energy, controlled vehicles,
and enforced rules strictly. The air did not improve overnight,
but it improved steadily because the intent was serious.

Delhi, unfortunately, keeps postponing hard decisions. The
cost of delay is enormous. Children are growing up with dam-
aged lungs. Studies show that long-term exposure affects brain
development, learning ability, and overall health. Adults face
higher risks of heart disease, asthma, and early death. Pollution
is silently reducing life expectancy in the capital. This is no
longer just an environmental issue. It is a human crisis. So what
needs to be done?

First, reduce the number of private vehicles on the road. This
is unavoidable. Better public transport, affordable electric buses,
last-mile connectivity, and safe walking paths must be expanded
rapidly. Owning multiple cars must become expensive, not con-
venient. Pollution does not reduce unless traffic is reduced.

Second, strict control on construction and dust. This is the eas-
iest problem to fix but the most poorly enforced. Construction
sites must be covered. Roads must be cleaned properly. Penalties
for violations should be real, not symbolic. Temporary bans dur-
ing high-pollution days should be enforced without exceptions.

Third, end garbage burning completely. This is not a complex
issue. It is a governance issue. Waste collection, segregation, and
local accountability can eliminate this source if municipal sys-
tems work honestly and efficiently.

Fourth, support farmers with real alternatives to crop burning.
Blaming farmers will not solve the problem. Providing afford-
able machines, financial incentives, and clear timelines will.
Crop burning is a regional issue and needs coordinated action
between states and the central government.

Fifth, treat pollution like a health emergency, not a seasonal
problem. Policies should not change every winter. Air quality
targets must be year-round. Schools, offices, and industries
should follow pollution-linked protocols automatically, not after
public outrage.

In the long term, Delhi must rethink how it grows. Cities can-
not expand endlessly without green spaces. Trees, urban forests,
and green belts are not decorative luxuries. They are survival
tools. Clean energy must replace coal and diesel at every level.
Monitoring systems must be transparent so people know the
truth, not filtered versions of it.

Most importantly, leadership must stop playing blame games.
Pollution does not belong to one party, one government, or one
season. It belongs to decades of short-term thinking. Until air
quality becomes a non-negotiable priority, Delhi will keep chok-
ing. The real tragedy is that we already know the solutions. What
we lack is courage. Delhi does not need more reports. It needs ex-
ecution. It needs coordination. It needs accountability. Clean air is
not a privilege. It is a basic right. And if Delhi cannot guarantee
that, it risks becoming a city people leave, not a city people dream
of living in. Let’s make Earth a kinder, healthier place to live.

l anguage is the vital pulse of a na-

tion’s consciousness; it is not merely

a mechanical tool for exchanging
thoughts, but rather the foundation of a na-
tion’s overall identity, intellectual philoso-
phy, and cultural heritage. Whenever a
nation in the world speaks of its uniqueness
and self-respect, its primary and foremost
medium is its mother tongue. Through lan-
guage, people discover their past, grasp the
present, and weave dreams for the future.
However, amid the cunning flow of time
and the fierce storm of globalization, the As-
samese language, like many other ancient
and rich languages, has reached a complex
crossroads. This crossroads is not simply a
question of whether a language survives or
perishes; it is a profound challenge to pre-
serve the self-identity and existence of this
vast population in the Brahmaputra Valley.
Therefore, the issue of preserving and ex-
panding the Assamese language is no longer
confined to discussions in intellectual cir-
cles; it has transformed into an indispensa-
ble national responsibility for every
Assamese. To fulfill this responsibility,
along with emotion, we need deep realistic
thinking, far-sighted planning, and unwa-
vering enthusiasm for action.

In today’s global context, in the race for
economic progress and modernity, we are
gradually drifting away from our roots. The
first victim of this detachment has been our
mother tongue. A notion has slowly taken
root in our society that speaking, writing, or
thinking in one’s own language is somehow
contrary to modernity. This inferiority com-
plex is extremely unfortunate for us. When
parents in a home teach their child to utter
its first words in a borrowed language in-
stead of the mother tongue, that is when the
seeds of the language crisis are truly sown.
There is no alternative to the mother tongue
for a child’s mental and intellectual devel-
opment. The ease and depth with which a
child can understand the world through the
mother tongue cannot be achieved through
any other language. Yet, enchanted by so-
called elitism, we have deprived our descen-
dants of the essence, fragrance, and beauty
of their own language. As a result, a gener-
ation has emerged that can neither fully
master its own language nor completely ap-
propriate the foreign one. This “imbalance”
may create obstacles in the path of building
a healthy and strong nation in the future.

When speaking of preserving the As-
samese language, we must not limit our-
selves to its grammatical purity or
vocabulary; we need to emphasize its prac-
tical necessity. People naturally keep alive
the language they feel is needed for liveli-
hood. Therefore, instead of keeping the As-
samese language merely as an object of
emotion, making it the language of liveli-
hood and economy is the demand of the
time. It is extremely essential to conduct
government work, business and commerce,
technology, and the pursuit of modern
knowledge and science in Assamese. If a
youth feels that knowing Assamese well
will smooth his path to employment, he will
naturally become interested in the language.
In this era of market economy, language
must be established not as a commodity, but
as a power. From shop signboards to gov-
ernment documents, court verdicts, and
bank transactions, the use of Assamese must
be ensured everywhere. This cannot be
achieved solely through government direc-
tives; it requires the awareness and demands
of the general public.

The place of language in the education
system is extremely important. At present,
the unwarranted attraction toward English-
medium schools has plunged Assamese-

medium schools into crisis. English is the
language of the world, and learning it is in-
dispensable, but sacrificing the mother
tongue for it is never acceptable. Advanced
countries of the world, such as Japan, China,
France, or Germany, have achieved excel-
lence in the global arena by providing edu-
cation in their mother tongues. They learn
English, but stand firmly on the foundation of
their own language. A radical change is
needed in our education system as well, where
modern knowledge can be acquired without
neglecting Assamese. To increase the use of
Assamese in higher education, especially in
science, medicine, and technical education,
preparing suitable textbooks and creating ter-
minology is essential. Universities and higher
education institutions must take a leading role
in this work. Improving research standards
and arranging for research papers to be pub-
lished in Assamese will enhance the intel-
lectual depth of the language.

The role of literature and culture in the
expansion of language is undeniable. The
treasury of Assamese literature is rich, but
its scope needs further expansion. A system-
atic effort should be made to translate the
best works of world literature into Assamese
and to take the finest examples of Assamese
literature to the global stage. Translated lit-
erature introduces a language to new ideas,
new styles, and new vocabulary. It helps
break the rigidity of the language. On the
other hand, the greatest emphasis should be
placed on children’s literature. Because chil-
dren are the future carriers of the language.
If we cannot provide
them with flavorful,
attractive, and knowl-
edge-enhancing

DEGREE OF THOUGHT

By: Himanshu Ranjan Bhuyan
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fection. The Assamese vocabulary can be
further strengthened by adopting words
from ethnic languages. True expansion will
occur only when people from different lan-
guages feel Assamese is their own. In this
regard, literary societies and other cultural
organizations should adopt a liberal and re-
ceptive policy. Liberality, not narrowness,
extends the lifespan of a language.

The standard of language in newspapers,
electronic media, and news portals directly
influences the public’s language knowledge.
Unfortunately, in some areas at present, the
declining standard of language used in the
media has worried conscious circles. Incor-
rect pronunciation, unnecessary mixing of
English and Hindi, and ungrammatical sen-
tence structures are destroying the unique-
ness of the language. Journalists and media
workers are like
guardians of the lan-
guage. The words and
sentences they use im-

books, their reading
habits will tilt toward books in other lan-
guages. If topics like comics, science fic-
tion, and travel stories can be made more
popular in Assamese, the new generation
can be bound to books.

In this era of digital revolution, the exis-
tence of a language largely depends on its
presence on the internet. Today’s youth
spend most of their day on mobile or com-
puter screens. Therefore, Assamese must be
strongly established in this digital world.
The use of Unicode technology has brought
arevolutionary change in Assamese writing,
but that alone is not enough. The storehouse
of Assamese content on the internet needs
to be enriched. Increasing the number of As-
samese articles in open encyclopedias like
Wikipedia, making government and private
websites available in Assamese, and includ-
ing Assamese language options in various
mobile applications are extremely essential.
In the age of artificial intelligence, to ensure
our language does not lag behind, impor-
tance must be given to research in language
technology. We can all contribute to ensur-
ing the accuracy and breadth of Assamese
on platforms like Google Translate. Creat-
ing a positive environment for practicing
pure Assamese on social media is also our
responsibility.

Analyzing the structure and historical
background of the Assamese language re-
veals that it is a language of synthesis. It has
been enriched by the fusion of languages,
dialects, and vocabularies from various eth-
nic groups. In the present time, for the ex-
pansion of the language, this stream of
synthesis needs to be further strengthened.
The various ethnic groups living in Assam
have their own languages and cultures, and
while respecting them, Assamese must con-
tinue to play the role of a connecting lan-
guage. Instead of imposing dominance over
any language, it should be made everyone’s
own through bonds of coexistence and af-

print themselves on
the minds of thousands of viewers and lis-
teners. Therefore, they should be more re-
sponsible. The application of correct
pronunciation and refined language not only
enhances the dignity of the news, but also
attracts the new generation to pure lan-
guage. The same applies to films, serials,
and plays. Vigilance is needed to ensure that
the language used in dialogues does not
send wrong messages to society or cause
distortion of the language.

Another important aspect of language
preservation is the conservation of spoken
language or dialects. The various dialects of
Assamese, such as those of Upper Assam,
Lower Assam, or Kamrupi, have their own
beauty and strength. Care must be taken so
that these dialects do not disappear with the
promotion of the standard language. Di-
alects keep the main language alive; they
supply fresh blood to it. If words preserved
in folk culture, folk songs, and oral tradi-
tions can be rescued and brought into the
mainstream, the scope of the language will
expand. Many idioms, proverbs, and old
words heard from village grandparents have
become unfamiliar in today’s urban society.
Collecting and preserving them is an impor-
tant task for language researchers.

The role of Assamese people living
abroad is also important in the expansion of
the language. The efforts taken by Assamese
living outside Assam or abroad to introduce
their children to the language and culture
help the language transcend geographical
boundaries. Bihu conferences, literary dis-
cussions, and cultural events held abroad
proclaim the presence of Assamese on the
world stage. They can act as ambassadors
of the language by highlighting Assamese
identity in their workplaces. Due to ad-
vancements in communication systems
today, maintaining close ties with Assam
even from abroad has become easy. Seizing
this opportunity, Assamese abroad can con-

tribute to creating Assamese content on dig-
ital media.

The future of the language truly depends
on our willpower. If we sincerely desire that
our language survives, no force can destroy
it. But for that, we must abandon our inferi-
ority complex. Just as we feel ashamed if
we cannot speak English, we should feel
equally or more ashamed if we cannot speak
or write pure Assamese. Awakening this
pride in the language is the real revolution.
Parents should keep an Assamese newspa-
per at home, read a monthly magazine, and
develop the habit of speaking fluent As-
samese with their children. A tradition can
be started of gifting a good Assamese book
instead of expensive presents on birthdays.
Assamese recitation, debate, and essay com-
petitions should be given importance in
school events. Government goodwill is also
highly necessary for the development of the
language. Strict implementation of the As-
samese Language Act, making Assamese a
compulsory subject in schools, and encour-
aging book publication and research
through government grants are the govern-
ment’s responsibility. But we cannot just sit
and look toward the government. People
from every section of society—writers,
artists, intellectuals, businessmen, and stu-
dents—must unite and work for the lan-
guage. Language movement does not mean
only slogans on the streets; it is an intellec-
tual and cultural awakening. This awaken-
ing must be created in the mind of every
individual. We must realize that losing the
language means losing our history, losing
our culture, and ultimately losing our iden-
tity, turning into a rootless tree.

In conclusion, both the crisis and the po-
tential of the Assamese language are clear
before us. There is no need to be alarmed
because a crisis exists; rather, this crisis
calls us to become more aware and active.
A rich, melodious, and powerful language
like Assamese can never die, provided its
heirs keep it alive with love. Time is still in
our hands. In every difficult period, a nation
finds new paths. By transforming the cur-
rent challenges into opportunities, we must
resolve to shape Assamese into one of the
world’s finest languages. Our ancestors
handed this language to us through immense
hardship and sacrifice; passing it with honor
to future generations is our sacred duty.
Come, let us pledge that in our daily lives,
our work, and our thoughts, we will give
Assamese the highest place. Our language
is our pride, our existence, and our breath.
May this breath flow eternally, vast and
deep like the Brahmaputra. May the victo-
rious journey of the Assamese language
continue; with this optimism, let us move
forward toward the new light of a new day.
Binding the mantra “Our language, our
pride” in our hearts, let us stand tall in the
world assembly. We must win this battle for
the language, because it is the battle for our
existence.

Higher Education Council of India:
A transformative steps towards Vikshit Bharat

By: Dr Mukul Chandra Bora

demic programs.

the introduction of innovative aca-

that regulatory, funding, accredita-
tion, and academic functions do

he Indian higher education
I system has undergone nu-
merous reforms, yet regula-
tion has long been overly intrusive,
centralised, and insensitive to
stakeholders’ needs. Despite mul-
tiple rules and regulatory bodies,
outcomes have remained limited
due to a mechanistic and disem-
powering framework marked by
overlapping mandates, excessive
concentration of authority, con-
flicts of interest, and weak ac-
countability. As a result, higher
education institutions have strug-
gled to innovate and expand within
rigid regulatory  boundaries.
Recognising the urgent need for re-
vitalisation, the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020 proposes a
complete overhaul to make India a
global educational hub. Many
countries, including the UK,
Malaysia, Turkey, the UAE, and
the US, operate higher education
councils for quality assurance and
coordination. To address long-
standing challenges, India’s future
regulatory system must clearly
separate four key functions viz.,
regulation, accreditation, funding,
and academic standardsinto inde-
pendent yet synergistic verticals
under the Higher Education Com-
mission of India (HECI), ensuring
transparency, efficiency, and bal-
anced outlook.

National Higher Education
Regulatory Council (NHERC):
The first vertical under HECI will
be the National Higher Education
Regulatory Council (NHERC),
designated as the single, overarch-
ing regulator for all higher educa-
tion programs—excluding only
medical and legal education. Its
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creation will eliminate the current
fragmentation caused by multiple
overlapping regulatory agencies,
such as those regulating teacher
education or technical institutions.
To implement this unified regula-
tory framework, several existing
Acts will require re-examination,
repealing, or restructuring, and
current regulatory bodies will need
to be reorganised.

National Accreditation Coun-
cil (NAC): Since NHERC’s regu-
latory model is driven by public
self-disclosure and outcomes, ac-
creditation becomes the central
tool for ensuring quality. Accord-
ingly, the second vertical of
HECI—the National Accreditation
Council (NAC)—is envisioned as
a meta-accreditor overseeing a net-
work of independent accrediting
agencies. Rather than accrediting
institutions directly, NAC will set
standards, supervise accrediting
bodies, and monitor the overall
quality of accreditation processes
nationwide. Accreditation will rely
on simple, transparent metrics such
as adherence to basic norms, gov-
ernance quality, public disclosures,
and measurable educational out-
comes. In the short term, NAC will
introduce graded accreditation,
placing institutions at different

quality levels with clearly defined
reforms required for advancement.
These goals will be embedded in
each institution’s Institutional De-
velopment Plan (IDP), guiding
their progress toward the highest
autonomy within 15 years. Over
time, India aims to transition to a
global, binary accreditation model
in which institutions are classified
simply as accredited or not accred-
ited.

Higher Education Grants
Council (HEGC): The third verti-
cal of HECIthe Higher Education
Grants Council (HEGC)will be re-
sponsible for all aspects of higher
education funding and financing,
replacing the older models of gov-
ernment grants distributed through
multiple channels. HEGC will em-
ploy transparent and objective cri-
teria for allocating financial
support, with special emphasis on
the Institutional Development
Plans of HEIs and the progress
they demonstrate in implementing
reforms. The major functions of
HEGC will be to oversee the dis-
bursement of scholarships, re-
search grants, and development
funds, especially for priority areas
and emerging disciplines. It will
also support capacity expansion,
infrastructure improvement, and

General Education Council
(GEC): The fourth vertical of
HECI will be the General Educa-
tion Council (GEC), which will de-
fine academic standards and
expected learning outcomes for all
higher education programs. These
outcomesoften termed graduate at-
tributeswill serve as national
benchmarks for knowledge, skills,
values, and competencies. The
major responsibility of the GEC
will be the development of the Na-
tional Higher Education Qualifica-
tion Framework (NHEQF)and will
be closely aligned with the Na-
tional Skills Qualifications Frame-
work (NSQF), enabling seamless
integration of vocational and aca-
demic pathways. In addition, it will
identify 21stcentury skillssuch as
analytical reasoning, digital liter-
acy, communication abilities, and
ethical understandingthat every
student should gain, irrespective of
discipline.

Role of Professional Bodies
(PSSBs): Professional councils
such as the ICAR, VCI, NCTE,
CoA, and NCVET will be restruc-
tured as Professional Standard Set-
ting Bodies (PSSBs) and will
become members of the GEC.
These bodies will no longer func-
tion as regulators. Instead, they
will focus exclusively on defining
academic standards, curriculum
frameworks, and skill expectations
in their respective fields and will
support HEIs in designing curric-
ula and aligning educational pro-
grams with discipline-specific
knowledge and industry demands.

The restructured system will be
built on the foundational principle
of functional separation, ensuring

not overlap. This eliminates con-
flicts of interest and empowers
HEIs with greater autonomy while
expecting stronger accountability
in returnuniformly across both
public and private institutions in
which technology will play a cen-
tral role in ensuring efficiency,
transparency with minimal human
intervention.

The new regulatory environment
aims to simplify the establishment
of high-quality higher education
institutions by ensuring accounta-
bility, transparency, and financial
stability. This system will enable
capable organisationsespecially
those motivated by public ser-
viceto set up new HEIs with fewer
hurdles. It also provides avenues
for state and central government
funding to support high-perform-
ing institutions in expanding their
capacity, programmes, and disci-
plines. Innovative models such as
Public-Philanthropic Partnerships
(PPP-Edu) may further enhance
access to quality education, partic-
ularly for underserved regions.The
re-envisioned regulatory architec-
ture proposed by NEP 2020 seeks
to transform Indian higher educa-
tion by eliminating long-standing
structural barriers and replacing
them with a streamlined, forward-
looking system. With the help of a
clear separation of functions and
empowered institutions, the Higher
Education Commission of India
and its four verticalsNHERC,
NAC, HEGC, and GECwill help to
build a vibrant, autonomous, and
globally competitive higher educa-
tion  ecosystem,  supporting
Bharat’s aspiration to regain its sta-
tus as a Vishwa Guru.
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New Delhp’s toxic Air quality:

A public health emergency

By: Nimisha Chadha

he catastrophic air quality crisis
I in New Delhi has become a re-
curring feature of the national
capital, posing serious concerns. With
countless people in the National Capi-
tal Region (NCR) breathing harmful
Particulate Matter <2.5 (um) (PM2.5)
pollutants daily, the impact of the sky-
rocketing Air Quality Index (AQI) lev-
els amounts to a public health
emergency. Invisible pollutants have
resulted in hazardous air quality across
the northern regions of the Indian sub-
continent, with no catch-all solution.
To confront Delhi’s air crisis effec-
tively, policy intervention must be an
urgent priority, grounded in the latest
empirical data, and prioritise immedi-
ate actions against local pollution
sources.

What’s Really Causing Delhi’s Air
Quality Crisis?

Delhi’s wintertime spikes in AQI
levels are caused by a myriad of fac-
tors, worsened by unfavourable mete-
orological conditions that trap
pollutants close to the surface. Vehic-
ular emissions, waste incineration, dis-
placed dust, stubble burning,
firecrackers, and construction have
been identified in a report as some of
the contributing factors. For years,
stubble burning has been singled out as
the leading contributor, as pollutants
travel across state borders during peri-
ods that correlate with increased PM
2.5 pollutants in Delhi. However,
newly published data from the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
demonstrates that the proportional
contribution of stubble burning to
Delhi’s PM2.5 in 2025 is negligible.

Despite a 77.5 percent decrease in
stubble burning since 2021, Delhi’s air
quality reached its worst in half a
decade this winter. As illustrated
above, the contribution of stubble
burning to PM2.5 levels has dropped
to negligible proportions. The CPCB’s
report has measured AQI only between
1 January and 7 November each year,
discounting some of the most severely
polluted days. Regardless, the propor-
tional contribution of stubble burning
has reduced substantially since 2021,
even during the peak period of early
November. This aligns with the most
recent data from the Centre for Science
and Environment (CSE), which high-
lighted that local emissions from vehi-
cles and combustion sources are the
most significant contributors.

Medicare costs: 3 key changes in 2026

The city’s basin-like topography,
combined with colder temperatures,
creates temperature inversions where
cold air is trapped beneath warm air,
preventing pollutants from escaping.

The city’s basin-like topography,
combined with colder temperatures,
creates temperature inversions where
cold air is trapped beneath warm air,
preventing pollutants from escaping.
Pollutant mixing occurs much closer to
the ground in the coldest months, ex-
acerbated by lower moisture and calm
winds during winter. Furthermore, re-
cent changes, such as the Supreme
Court permitting the use of green fire-
crackers in Delhi-NCR during Diwali,
risk aggravating seasonal spikes in air
pollution. These conditions are even
more precariously placed following
the Supreme Court’s recent acceptance
of a uniform definition of the Aravalli
Hills that removes protections for
nearly 90 percent of the range from
large-scale mining. This could worsen
Delhi’s air, leading to the loss of vital
green cover and natural barrier for
desert dust and regional pollutants that
the Aravallis provide.

As things stand, sustained local
emissions and the meteorological fac-
tors that worsen the impact are causing
an escalation of the effects of climate
change as well as an immediate health
crisis.

Impact on Health

Air pollution is a significant threat
to public health, particularly in North
India, where almost the entire popula-
tion lives in regions with PM2.5 levels
exceeding the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) standards. PM2.5, the
most harmful pollutant, which directly
reaches deep into the lungs, is linked
to increased incidence of respiratory
and cardiovascular diseases, including
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD) and non-smoker lung cancer.
The WHO estimates that globally, ap-
proximately 4.2 million premature
deaths associated with ambient air pol-
lution occur annually.

An analysis of the Global Burden of
Disease data found that in 2023, air
pollution contributed to 15 percent of
all deaths in Delhi, amounting to
17,118 deaths — an 8.9 percent increase
since 2018 — making it the leading
cause of mortality in the city and the
biggest threat to residents. While re-
search is still being conducted to better
understand all the health risks of air
pollution, besides lung and heart dis-
ease, air pollution is also associated

with impaired cognitive function, in-
creasing the risk of stroke and demen-
tia, hormone disruption and weakening
of immune defences, among others.
For children with developing lungs, air
pollutants are associated with stunted
growth and increasing lifelong respira-
tory risks.

Between 2022 and 2024, 204,758
cases of ARI were reported to emer-
gency department, of which, 30,424
required hospital admission, demon-
strating the burden of air pollution on
Delhi’s population.

Data collected by the National Cen-
tre for Disease Control (NCDC) under
the Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI)
digital surveillance, started in August
2023, from six central government
hospitals in Delhi revealed that be-
tween 2022 and 2024, 204,758 cases
of ARI were reported to emergency de-
partment, of which, 30,424 required
hospital admission, demonstrating the
burden of air pollution on Delhi’s pop-
ulation.

Current Policy Landscape and
Implications for Health

The National Clean Air Programme
(NCAP) — India’s principal policy
framework for improving air quality in
131 cities — set the target of a 40 per-
cent reduction in PM 10 concentrations
compared to 2017-18, or compliance
with the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS, 60 pg/m* for
PM10, 40 pg/m?® for PM2.5) by 2026,
and outlined rigorous measures to mit-
igate air pollution in major cities.
While some progress has been made,
Delhi, Gurgaon, and Noida ranked
among the highest for both PM10 and
PM2.5 concentrations.

Further, the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS) target is
far more lenient than the recom-
mended limit by the WHO (20 pg/m?
for PM10, 10 pg/m?® for PM2.5), and
air pollution at NAAQS levels can also
adversely impact health.

Fund utilisation of the NCAP reveals
a disproportionate focus on road dust
management (67 percent of expendi-
ture). On the other hand, only four per-
cent of the funds are dedicated to
capacity building and monitoring.
While road dust management is impor-
tant, allocating resources towards
curbing vehicular emissions and open
waste burning could do more to reduce
local pollutants.

The National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) target is far more
lenient than the recommended limit by
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the WHO (20 pg/m* for PMI10,
10 pg/m? for PM2.5), and air pollution
at NAAQS levels can also adversely
impact health.

An investigation revealed that nearly
22 air quality monitoring stations in
Delhi violated CPCB guidelines, with
several located near vegetation or ob-
structions that could affect their read-
ings. Additionally, poor maintenance
and violation of guidelines undermine
the data’s reliability. Under the System
of Air Quality and Weather Forecast-
ing and Research, technology has also
been developed to predict pollution
levels in Delhi and ensure preventative
actions to protect human health.

The National Programme on Cli-
mate Change and Human Health
(NPCCHH) developed a comprehen-
sive Health Adaptation Plan for Dis-
eases due to Air Pollution (HAP) in
2021, which outlines response meas-
ures such as a graded health response
to changes in AQI to manage the surge
in respiratory and cardiopulmonary
diseases due to air pollution. It encom-
passes health facility preparedness,
stockpiling medications, and public
advisories. However, monitoring and
forecasting gaps based on air pollution
data constrain policy response, leaving
cities without critical early warning
systems or advanced risk communica-
tion for their populations. This holds
for the Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) as well, which mandates

phased restrictions on construction,
traffic, and industrial activity as air
quality worsens. However, its effec-
tiveness depends on timely and credi-
ble data. Even in its most advanced
stage (GRAP-IV), the restrictions pro-
vided some relief but failed to resolve
the underlying issues before these
were relaxed once again. Nonetheless,
the importance of an emergency re-
sponse mechanism that halts construc-
tion and reduces public exposure to the
toxic air should not be underestimated.

Collectively, despite the existence of
frameworks, policy responses have
fallen short in implementation, and ur-
gent measures must be taken to miti-
gate the root causes of Delhi’s air
pollution and its impacts on public
health.

An investigation revealed that nearly
22 air quality monitoring stations in
Delhi violated CPCB guidelines, with
several located near vegetation or ob-
structions that could affect their read-
ings.

Way Forward

Amid growing recognition of the ad-
verse impacts of air pollution, the
Supreme Court described Delhi-
NCR’s air quality as a ‘health emer-
gency,” while agreeing to hear a plea
seeking urgent, time-bound action to
curb rising pollution levels. In parallel,
the return on investment (ROI) of con-
trolling air pollution was estimated to
be US$30 for every dollar spent in the

United States (US), including the ben-
efits of reduced healthcare costs, im-
proved worker productivity, and
extended life expectancy, reinforcing
that clean air should be treated as a
public-health and economic priority.
Acknowledging the severity of the cri-
sis, in the short run, efforts across the
NCAP, the HAP, and the GRAP need
to be aligned so that air quality data
can trigger responses across both envi-
ronmental and health sectors. This
would require combined data dash-
boards and joint control rooms to take
unified action.

Nevertheless, to truly combat air
pollution and prevent a public health
emergency, there must be a multifac-
eted effort. In addition to the restric-
tions placed by GRAP, which can
mitigate the sources of pollution dur-
ing spikes, long-term measures to re-
duce vehicular emissions include
accelerating the transition to clean en-
ergy, improving public transport net-
works, and enhancing last-mile
connectivity with zero-emission op-
tions and demand management tools
such as congestion taxes. Proper seg-
regation and collection of waste will
reduce open burning, another major
contributor to pollutants. Industrial
sources in and around Delhi need
tighter emissions standards, continu-
ous monitoring and strict enforcement,
especially for heavily polluting indus-
tries. (Courtesy: ORF)

Social media, not gaming, tied o rising

By: David Mills

xperts are urging Medicare recipients to
carefully research their options for next

year during the open enrollment period
that is now under way.

They say changes in premiums and other
Medicare components as well as the government
shutdown could affect what they pay for medical
care as well as what services are available to
them.

“Millions of Medicare beneficiaries will face
higher out-of-pockets costs and reduced benefits
in 2026, so comparing Medicare coverage op-
tions is especially crucial this year,” Whitney
Stidom, vice president of consumer enablement
at eHealth, told Medical News Today.

“Beneficiaries should be proactive during the
Medicare annual enrollment period, as compar-
ing plans from multiple insurers can help people
save money and find the right option for them,”
Stidom added. The open enrollment period for
Medicare began on October 15 and lasts until
December 7.

This eligibility window is for people 65 years
and older who want to sign up for the federally
funded health program or make changes to their
current plans. In addition to the usual consider-
ations, there also may be some uncertainties
added this year if the federal government shut-
down lasts for an extended period of time.

One is that the processing of claims by recip-
ients and payments to medical providers could
be delayed.

Another is that telehealth services could be re-
duced. Some telehealth programs that were of-
fered over the past several years expired on
October 1 and Congress did not take action to
renew them.

“Telehealth restrictions will lead to gaps in ac-
cess for many patients, especially those who are
dealing with disabilities or those living in rural
areas,” said Kanwar Kelley, MD, a specialist in
otolaryngology head and neck surgery, obesity
medicine, and lifestyle medicine as well as the
co-founder and chief executive officer of Side
Health in Orinda, CA.

“Converting patients accustomed to telehealth
back to in-person visits will incur costs for trans-
portation, lost work, and time,” Kelley told MNT.
“Patients with mobility issues, rural travel barriers,
or caregiver constraints — who benefited most
from telehealth — may face greater costs and lo-
gistical hurdles to get needed care, and delayed
or avoided care can increase downstream costs
and worse outcomes.”

The basic facts about Medicare

About 69 million people in the United States
get health coverage under the Medicare system.

About 90% of those covered are 65 years or
older. Most of those under 65 are people with
specific disabilities.

Basic Medicare coverage includes what is
known as Part A and Part B.

Part A covers inpatient care at hospitals, crit-
ical access hospitals, and skilled nursing facili-
ties. It also helps cover hospice care and some

home healthcare. It is estimated that only 1% of
people on Part A pay a monthly premium.

Part B covers necessary medical services such
as doctor’s visits, outpatient care, and ambu-
lance services. Premiums are usually deducted
from a person’s monthly Social Security check.

An estimated 51% of Medicare recipients
have supplemental health insurance such as a
Medicare Advantage plan.

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv-
ices (CMS) estimate there will be about 5,600
Medicare Advantage Plans available nationwide
in 2026. That is close to the numbers from 2025,
when the amount of options decreased from the
previous year.

The number of plans available to an individual
Medicare recipient varies from state to state. In
addition, some Medicare Advantage providers,
including UnitedHealthcare, have said they plan
to scale back their service areas and/or coverage
options.

Monthly insurance premiums may change

The average Part B premium is expected to
rise from $185 in 2025 to $206 in 2026. That
12% increase would be twice as high as the 2025
hike.

It would also more than offset the projected
2.7% increase in Social Security monthly bene-
fits paid to individuals.

One reason given for these increases is that
people are utilizing Part B coverage more often,
resulting in lower profits for health insurance
firms. In addition, more people are enrolling in
Part B plans. There are also higher costs in gen-
eral for hospitalization and outpatient care.

At the same time, it is projected that the aver-
age monthly premium for Medicare Advantage
plans with prescription drug coverage will de-
crease from $16 in 2025 to $14 in 2026.

In addition, the CMS estimates that monthly
premiums for standalone Part D plans will drop
from $38 in 2025 to $34 in 2026. Premiums for
Part D that are part of Medicare Advantage plans
will dip slightly from $13 to $11 per month.

However, insurance companies will be al-
lowed to raise Part D premiums as much as $50
per month, higher than the current $35 monthly
maximum.

Experts say Medicare recipients will feel the
effects of any premium increases.

“Any cost increase to medical premiums will
be significant as prices are rising for other goods
and services. In the end, it means less money in
consumers’ pockets,” said Kelley.

Out-of-pocket costs and deductibles

The annual out-of-pocket limit for in-network
services for Medicare Advantage recipients will
decrease slightly from $9,350 in 2025 to $9,250
in 2026. The annual cap on out-of-pocket ex-
penses for Part D drugs will increase slightly
from $2,000 in 2025 to $2,100 in 2026.

The maximum out-of-pocket cost for insulin
will remain at $35 per month and most vaccines
will still be covered under Part D.

However, earlier this year the Trump admin-
istration decided against Medicare covering the
cost of GLP-1 weight-loss drugs such as Ozem-

pic. At the same time, the annual deductible for
Part B medical coverage is projected to rise 12%
in 2026 to $288.

The annual deductibles for Part D coverage
are also expected to increase. Those amounts
can vary, but the maximum any plan can charge
will rise from $590 in 2025 to $615 in 2026.

Experts say any increases in deductibles or
out-of-pocket costs will be felt.

Prescription drug prices

It is estimated that about 81% of Medicare re-
cipients are also enrolled in Part D, which covers
prescription drug expenses.

The number of standalone Part D plans is
forecasted to decrease from 464 nationwide in
2025 to 360 in 2026. Medicare officials are ex-
pected to continue to negotiate prices for drugs
covered under Part D. Experts say that could re-
sult in discounts of 38% to 79% on list prices on
10 widely used prescriptions, including blood
thinners Eliquis and Xarelto, as well as diabetes
medications Januvia, Jardiance, and Farxiga.
People with Part D plans will also continue to
be able to utilize an automatic prescription pay-
ment plan that spreads out drug costs over the
year. People who currently have this plan will
be automatically re-enrolled for 2026 unless
they opt out.

Despite these price reductions, experts say
some Medicare recipients could still pay more
for prescription drugs.

“Although the price of Part D (drug benefits)
may reduce overall, the reduction in options and
changes to covered medications could result in
higher costs for consumers of certain specialty
medications,” Kelley noted.

Advice for Medicare recipients for 2026

An estimated 70% of Medicare recipients do
not currently compare plan options.

Experts say it is important for Medicare recip-
ients to research options and study different
plans during the open enrollment period to see
what is best for them financially as well as
which medical services are covered.

Stidom noted that consumers should have re-
cently received an annual “notice of change” let-
ter from their Medicare Advantage and Part D
providers, informing what will be different in
2026. She said using a licensed insurance
agency such as eHealth can save consumers as
much as $1,800 a year.

“For help finding coverage, Medicare benefi-
ciaries can start online with a private market-
place, which can help people compare plans side
by side from multiple insurers,” she said. “Some
websites make it convenient to compare
Medicare Advantage plans based on various fac-
tors, including personal health needs, locations,
prescribed drugs, and more.”

Stidom also recommended Medicare recipi-
ents closely check their Part D plans “because
these plans are offered through private insurers,
the year-over-year premium changes can vary.”

“Some enrollees may also see changes to their
list of covered drugs or to the drug tiers that de-
termine what patients pay for them out of
pocket,” she noted. (Courtesy: MNT)

attention problems 1n teens, new study finds

By: Torkel Klingber

T he digital revolution has become a vast,

Samson Nivins

unplanned experiment — and children

are its most exposed participants. As
ADHD diagnoses rise around the world, a key
question has emerged: could the growing use
of digital devices be playing a role?

To explore this, we studied more than 8,000
children, from when they were around ten
until they were 14 years of age. We asked
them about their digital habits and grouped
them into three categories: gaming, TV/video
(YouTube, say) and social media.

The latter included apps such as TikTok, In-
stagram, Snapchat, X, Messenger and Face-
book. We then analysed whether usage was
associated with long-
term change in the
two core symptoms

of ADHD: inatten-
tiveness and hyperac-
tivity.

Our main finding
was that social media
use was associated
with a gradual in-
crease in inattentive-
ness. Gaming or
watching videos was
not. These patterns re-
mained the same even
after accounting for children’s genetic risk for
ADHD and their families’ income.

We also tested whether inattentiveness
might cause children to use more social media
instead. It didn’t. The direction ran one way:
social media use predicted later inattentive-
ness.

The mechanisms of how digital media af-
fects attention are unknown. But the lack of
negative effect of other screen activities
means we can rule out any general, negative
effect of screens as well as the popular notion
that all digital media produces “dopamine
hits”, which then mess with children’s atten-
tion.

As cognitive neuroscientists, we could
make an educated guess about the mecha-
nisms. Social media introduces constant dis-
tractions, preventing sustained attention to
any task.

If it is not the messages themselves that dis-
tract, the mere thought of whether a message
has arrived can act as a mental distraction.
These distractions impair focus in the mo-
ment, and when they persist for months or
years, they may also have long-term effects.

Gaming, on the other hand, takes place dur-
ing limited sessions, not throughout the day,
and involves a constant focus on one task at
a time.

The effect of social media, using statistical
measures, was not large. It was not enough to
push a person with normal attention into
ADHD territory. But if the entire population
becomes more inattentive, many will cross
the diagnostic border.

Theoretically, an increase of one hour of
social media use in the entire population
would increase the diagnoses by about 30 per
cent. This is admittedly a simplification, since
diagnoses depend on many factors, but it il-
lustrates how even an effect that is small at
the individual level can have a significant ef-
fect when it affects an entire population.

A lot of data suggests that we have seen at
least one hour more per day of social media
during the last decade or two. Twenty years
ago, social media
barely  existed.
Now, teenagers are
online for about
five hours per day,
mostly with social
media.

The percentage
of teenagers who
claim to be “con-
stantly online” has
increased from 24
per cent in 2015 to
46 per cent 2023.
Given that social
media use has risen from essentially zero to
around five hours per day, it may explain a
substantial part of the increase in ADHD di-
agnoses during the past 15 years.

The attention gap

Some argue that the rise in the number of
ADHD diagnoses reflects greater awareness
and reduced stigma. That may be part of the
story, but it doesn’t rule out a genuine in-
crease in inattention.

Also, some studies that claim that the
symptoms of inattention have not increased
have often studied children who were proba-
bly too young to own a smartphone, or a pe-
riod of years that mostly predates the
avalanche in scrolling.

Social media probably increases inatten-
tion, and social media use has rocketed. What
now? The US requires children to be at least
13 to create an account on most social plat-
forms, but these restrictions are easy to out-
smart.

Australia is currently going the furthest.
From December 10 2025, media companies
will be required to ensure that users are 16
years or above, with high penalties for the
companies that do not adhere. Let’s see what
effect that legislation will have. Perhaps the
rest of the world should follow the Aus-
tralians. (Courtesy: Down To Earth)
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Inquiry panel members inspect Salt

Lake stadium, take stock of damage

KOLKATA, Dec 14: A day after spectators went on a
rampage during Argentine football icon Lionel Messi’s
event at Salt Lake stadium here, members of an inquiry
committee visited the venue on Sunday and took stock
of the damage, officials said.

The three-member team examined broken plastic
chairs, twisted metal barricades and littered galleries
during their on-ground inspection of the stadium, one
of India’s largest football arenas, they said.

Led by retired Calcutta High Court judge Justice
Ashim Kumar Ray, the committee members started
their inspection from the point, where Messi had en-
tered the Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan, and
tried to trace his movement inside the stadium, the of-
ficials said.

The panel, also comprising Chief Secretary Manoj
Pant and Home Secretary Nandini Chakravorty, in-
spected entry corridors, security arrangements during
the December 13 event and adjoining galleries, they
said. Cleaning and restoration work were halted to
allow the panel to assess the scale of damage and re-
construct the sequence of events that led to the chaos,
one of the officials said.

Scattered footwear, torn banners, broken railings and
damaged fibreglass seats were visible across several
blocks of the stadium gallery, while police personnel
guarded sections of the venue as the panel examined
security arrangements and crowd flow patterns, another
official said.

Officials accompanying the committee members car-
ried out videography and photography throughout the

OEC, his aides must answer
how EC allowed stealing of
Votes: Privanka

1nspect10n to gather evidence on the extent of vandal-
ism for the investigation, he said.

What was supposed to be a marquee football specta-
cle turned into widespread violence and disorder at the
stadium on Saturday after Messi’s brief and tightly ring-
fenced appearance, his first at the venue since 2011, left
large sections of the crowd frustrated, as they failed to
catch a glimpse of their superstar despite having trav-
elled from far and wide, paying hefty sums for tickets.

The committee, set up by West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee, has been tasked with fixing re-
sponsibility for the lapses and recommending corrective
steps to prevent a repeat of such incidents at high-pro-
file events. An FIR has been registered, and the police
have arrested the main organiser on charges of misman-
agement and public disorder.

Banerjee had on Saturday apologised to Messi and
football fans and announced the formation of the high-
level committee to ensure accountability. (PT1)

of Cong s rally against ‘vote theft’

DELHI,

Dec Ramesh, and Sachin Pilot.

Union Minister of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary named new UP BIP chief

LUCKNOW, Dec 14: Union Min-
ister of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary was on Sunday named
the new president of the BJP’s
Uttar Pradesh unit, with his elec-
tion being formally announced by
Union Minister Piyush Goyal here.

The announcement was made in
the presence of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and deputy chief min-
isters Keshav Prasad Maurya and
Brajesh Pathak.

Chaudhary had filed his nomina-
tion for the post on Saturday and
was the sole candidate in the fray.
He submitted the papers to former
Union minister and BJP state elec-
tion officer Mahendra Nath Pandey
and central election observer Vinod
Tawde.

Adityanath, his two deputies,
and Jal Shakti Minister Swatantra
Dev Singh witnessed the filing of
the nomination.

Outgoing state BJP chief Bhu-
pendra Chaudhary handed over the
party flag to his successor.

Goyal presented Pankaj Chaud-
hary with his certificate of election.
At the programme, Sangathan Parv,
Goyal called the BJP the world’s
largest political organisation, and
said the global community is aston-

filtrators)’. This is what the

ished by its disciplined and demo-
cratic functioning.

Goyal said that the party election
was conducted at 1.62 lakh booths.

“The party’s steady growth, car-
ried forward from the vision of Dr
Syama Prasad Mookerjee, Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya, and Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, and guided today
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and BJP national president JP
Nadda, has strengthened the organ-
isation, which is evident from the
large gathering at the event,” he
said.

. Tl ’

Goyal also announced the names
of the party’s newly elected na-
tional council members, whose
numbers ran up to 120, and in-
cluded Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Modi represents Varanasi, while
Adityanath represents Gorakhpur.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is
from Lucknow, Maurya from
Prayagraj, and Pathak from Unnao.

Other members of the national
council include Bhupendra Singh
Chaudhary (Sambhal), Smriti Irani
(Sultanpur), Dr Mahendra Nath

Pandey (Varanasi), Surya Pratap
Shahi (Salempur), Swatantra Dev
Singh (Banda), and Dr Ramapati
Ram Tripathi (Gorakhpur).

Pankaj Chaudhary will be the
17th chief of UP BJP, former Union
minister Mahendra Nath Pandey
said.

A seven-time Lok Sabha MP
from the Maharajganj constituency,
Pankaj Chaudhary belongs to the
Kurmi community, categorised
under Other Backwards Classes
(OBC). He is considered a close
confidant of Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh.

Maurya said the 2027 UP assem-
bly election is the next major chal-
lenge for the party and asserted that
the BJP would secure an over-
whelming victory under Chaud-
hary’s leadership.

Cabinet Minister Dara Singh
Chauhan said the party would scale
new heights under Chaudhary’s
leadership, while MSME Minister
Rakesh Sachan thanked the BJP’s
national leadership for the decision.

BJP leader Dinesh Pratap Singh
said Pankaj Chaudhary was fully
capable of providing strong leader-
ship to the party. (PTI)

Attempt to shield ‘infiltrators’: BJP ahead |ndia ‘strong champion’ for global
tax transparency: OECD official

NEW DELHI, Dec 14: Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Sunday said every step of the poll
process arouses suspicion and as-
serted that the chief election com-
missioner and the two election
commissioners must answer how
they “conspired” to take away peo-
ple’s voting rights. Addressing the
party’s ‘Vote Chor, Gaddi Chhod’
mega rally at Ramlila grounds here,
Priyanka Gandhi said Indians must
rise when the country’s institutions
are being crushed.

She named Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar and
Election Commissioners Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, and
said the BJP will not be able to save
them, as one day they will be forced
to answer for “conspiring” to take
away people’s vote. “I challenge the
BJP to contest polls on the ballot
paper. They know they will never
win,” the Congress general secre-
tary said. (PTI)

Ahead of the Congress rally
over the “vote theft” issue, the
BJP on Sunday alleged that
the main opposition party was
holding the event in its bid to
“protect infiltrators” from
being removed from the elec-
toral rolls.

The ruling BJP asserted that
the Congress will not succeed
in its design of misleading
people as well as “insulting
and defaming” constitutional
institutions, because the entire
world knows that India’s
democracy is “very robust”.

Stepping up its campaign
against the alleged “vote
theft” by the BJP in elections,
the Congress has organised a
rally at the Ramlila Maidan
here on Sunday that will be at-
tended by the party’s top lead-
ers, including general
secretaries Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, K C Venugopal, Jairam

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and for-
mer party chief Rahul Gandhi
are expected to address the
gathering. Former Congress
president Sonia Gandhi is also
likely to be present at the
event.

Ahead of the event, BJP na-
tional spokesperson Sambit
Patra said the Congress was
holding the rally even as
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah “exposed” the opposi-
tion through his point-by-
point  rebuttal to their
“fabricated” allegations dur-
ing a debate on electoral re-
forms during the ongoing
Winter Session of Parliament.

“This shows that you do not
have truth in your hand, yet
you are trying to create an at-
mosphere of confusion. The
Congress’ rally is an exercise
to protect ‘ghuspaithiyas (in-

Congress is doing,” the BJP
MP told reporters here.

“The Congress party may
try all it wants to mislead the
people as well as insult and
defame our constitutional in-
stitutions. But, the entire
world knows that India’s
democracy is very robust and
it cannot be shaken,” he
added.

The BJP leader accused the
Congress of holding the rally
to pursue its “appeasement
politics” and dared Rahul
Gandhi to challenge the Bihar
assembly polls if he felt that
there was any irregularity.

“Rahul ji, you still have per-
haps 10 days left in your
hands. You can still file a
complaint if you feel that
there was any irregularity (in
the poll process) in any of the
seats in the Bihar assembly
polls,” Patra said. (PTI)

Prez rejects mercy plea of rapist, murderer of 2-year-old

NEW DELHI, Dec 14: President Droupadi
Murmu has rejected the mercy petition of a
man convicted of kidnapping, raping and
killing a two-year-old girl in Maharashtra in
2012, officials said on Sunday.

This is the third mercy plea rejected by
the President after assuming office on July
25,2022.

The Supreme Court on October 3, 2019,
affirmed the death sentence awarded to
Ravi Ashok Ghumare, saying he had no
control over his “carnal desires” and sur-
passed all natural, social and legal limits

Parliament panel recommends UGC

just to satiate his sexual hunger.

In its verdict, a three-judge bench com-
prising Justice Surya Kant (now chief jus-
tice of India), by a majority verdict of 2:1,
said the man had “ruthlessly finished” a life
which was yet to bloom and his act of com-
mitting unnatural offence with the two-year-
old exhibits “a dirty and perverted mind,
showcasing a horrifying tale of brutality”.

Ghumare’s mercy plea was rejected by
the President on November 6, 2025, accord-
ing to the status of the mercy petition dis-
closed by the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

“Having said that, it may be seen that the
victim was barely a two-year-old baby
whom the appellant (Ravi) kidnapped and
apparently kept on assaulting for over four
to five hours till she breathed her last.

“The appellant, who had no control over
his carnal desires, surpassed all natural, so-
cial and legal limits just to satiate his sexual
hunger. He ruthlessly finished a life which
was yet to bloom,” Justice Surya Kant had
said, while writing the verdict for himself
and (now retired) Justice Rohinton Fali Na-
riman. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Dec 14: India is a
“strong champion” in implementing
transparency measures against off-
shore tax evasion and its recent cam-
paign asking taxpayers to correctly
report their undisclosed foreign assets
has led to disclosure of properties
worth more than Rs 29,000 crore, a top
OECD official has said.

Head of the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) Secretariat Zayda Manatta
told PTI in an interview that these “no-
table” outcomes were a result of
India’s “commitment” to global tax
transparency and automatic exchange
of information standards.

Manatta was here recently for the
OECD annual plenary meeting of the
‘Global Forum on Transparency and
Exchange of Information for Tax Pur-
poses’ hosted by New Delhi between
December 2 and 4.

The France headquartered OECD is
a globally recognised body that works
for economic and social policy promo-
tion. The Global Forum had 172 coun-
tries as its members.

“India is a strong champion in tax
transparency and has been supporting
the work of the Global Forum since
2009. “As demonstrated by the hosting
of the 2025 Global Forum Plenary
meeting in New Delhi, India is contin-
uously supporting the work of the
Global Forum and the fight against
offshore tax evasion,” Manatta told
PTI in an email interview.

Asked about the OECD’s expecta-
tions from India vis-a-vis the fight
against offshore tax evasion, Manatta
said India was “meeting its commit-
ment and the requirements of the tax

transparency and exchange of infor-
mation standards.”

“Regarding automatic exchange of
financial account information (Com-
mon Reporting Standard (CRS), India
has the legal framework in place and
is on track with respect to the imple-
mentation in practice,” she said.

India, as per Manatta, has “benefit-
ted” from the use of CRS data.

“India’s Non-Intrusive Usage of
Data to Guide and Enable (NUDGE)
programme has delivered notable out-
comes.

“...These include a 45.17 per cent
increase in taxpayers reporting foreign
assets, an additional INR 292 billion
(approximately EUR 2.41 billion) in
reported assets, and INR 1.09 billion
(approximately EUR 104 million) in
additional income,” she said.

The OECD official was referring to
the campaign initiated by the Income-
Tax Department and its administrative
body the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT), responsible for direct
tax administration in the country.

The CBDT had launched the first
NUDGE campaign in November,
2024 for taxpayers who had been re-
ported by foreign jurisdictions under
the Automatic Exchange of Informa-
tion (AEOI) framework as holding for-
eign assets that were not disclosed in
their Income Tax Returns (ITRs) for
assessment year 2024-25.

The initiative, as per a CBDT state-
ment, yielded in 24,678 taxpayers (in-
cluding several not directly nudged)
revisiting their ITRs and “disclosing”
foreign assets worth ¥ 29,208 crore,
along with foreign-source income of ¥
1,089.88 crore.

Technology should amplify human

A second such NUDGE campaign
has been launched by the CBDT in
November for AY 2025-26.

Manatta said the AEOI regime has
brought “significant” benefits to mem-
ber jurisdictions which includes the
exchange of data on 171 million ac-
counts (about 17.1 crore) worth EUR
13 trillion (about X 13 lakh crore) in
2024.

As the name suggests, under AEOI
international tax authorities share data
to reduce global tax evasion and in-
crease transparency under a CRS.

Manatta said the global forum has
“focused” on “broadening” the scope
of international tax cooperation be-
tween countries and reinforcing com-
pliance frameworks with a priority
area being to extend the AEOI regime
to “new asset classes” like crypto cur-
rency and enhancing standards to safe-
guard data integrity.

“The Global Forum continues to
identify and monitor risks linked to
new technologies in particular, that
could affect the effective implementa-
tion of the tax transparency and ex-
change of information standards,” she
said. Asked about the takeaways from
the plenary that saw 400 participants
from 115 jurisdictions and 10 interna-
tional organisations, Mantta said the
delegates “reaffirmed the principles of
inclusiveness and equal footing as es-
sential to combating tax evasion and
promoting fairness.”

The top OECD official added that
the body has advanced its work on the
recently-developled crypto assets re-
porting framework (CARF) under
which countries are expected to start
exchanging data from 2027. (PTI)

recognition for Sonam Wangchuk’s HIAL judgment, not replace it: CJI Surya Kant "Moni-nss gout: Rahul

NEW DELHI, Dec 14: The Hi-
malayan Institute of Alternatives
(HIAL), founded by Ladakh educator
and activist Sonam Wangchuk, is
doing “exemplary” work and should
be granted recognition by the Univer-
sity Grants Commission, a Parlia-
mentary panel has noted. In its report
tabled in Parliament, the committee
headed by Congress MP Digvijaya
Singh expressed its concern over
pending recognition of HIAL by
UGC. The panel also recommended
that the Ministry of Education closely
study the HIAL model and consider
how it can be replicated elsewhere
through Centres of Innovation in Ed-
ucation or other interventions. “Dur-

ing its study visit to Ladakh, the com-
mittee was impressed with the aca-
demic, research, and entrepreneurship
ecosystem at the Himalayan Institute
of Alternatives, Ladakh (HIAL), es-
pecially its success in implementing
experiential education and learning
rooted in local socio-cultural and eco-
logical contexts,” said the report of
the Standing Committee on Educa-
tion, Women, Youth and Sports. “The
committee was concerned to learn
that the UGC has not yet granted
recognition to HIAL and that the mat-
ter has been pending for many years
now. The committee observed that
HIAL has achieved a tremendous im-
pact on the local community and re-

ceived international fame through its
ice stupas and other community en-
gagement activities,” it added. The
panel noted that HIAL is exemplary
in its implementation of the NEP
2020, which calls for such experien-
tial and project-based learning, com-
munity engagement, and integration
of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS).
“The committee recommends that the
UGC should consider granting recog-
nition to HIAL. Moreover, the com-
mittee encourages the UGC and the
department to closely study the HIAL
model and consider how it can be
replicated elsewhere through Centres
of Innovation in Education or other
interventions,” the report said. (PTI)

CUTTACK (ODISHA), Dec 14: Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant on Sunday said technology should amplify
human judgment and not replace it.

He was addressing a symposium on ‘Ensuring justice
for the common man: strategies for reducing litigation
costs and delays’ here. “Pendency of cases in courts clogs
every level of the judicial structure, from the trial court to
the constitutional court. And when a blockage occurs at
the top, the pressure only intensifies below,” he said.

He also stressed the need to strengthen judicial infra-
structure to reduce pendency.

“This is because without sufficient courts, even the most
sincere judicial system will collapse under logistical
strain,” he said. Justice Kant said technology was very use-
ful during the COVID pandemic.

He, however, said that one cannot afford to forget that
technology comes with its own shadows.

“In an age of deep fakes and digital arrests, courts can-

not afford naive optimism... A reform that excludes the
poor, elderly, or digitally unfamiliar is not reform at all, it
is regression. That is why I have always maintained that
technology must remain a servant of justice, not its sub-
stitute. It should amplify human judgment, not replace it,”
the CJI said. He said a system where the executive, legis-
lature and judiciary do not move in harmony resembles a
tricycle missing a wheel -- the rule of law cannot balance,
let alone move forward.

“And the consequences are stark -- laws may be en-
acted, offences registered, even liberty curtailed, yet the
citizen is left waiting for the one thing that completes the
promise of justice: a timely trial that the infrastructure is
simply too frail to deliver,” he added.

Among others, Orissa High Court Chief Justice Harish
Tandon, and judges from high courts across India attended
the event, which was also joined by Advocate General
Pitambar Acharya. (PTI)

CAQM warns of health risks, orders suspension of outdoor sports in Delhi-NCR

NEW DELHI, Dec 14: The Commission
for Air Quality Management (CAQM) has
directed Delhi and NCR state governments
to ensure the immediate suspension of all
outdoor physical sports activities, warning
that continued conduct of such events amid
poor air quality poses a “serious health risk
to children”.

In a letter to the chief secretaries of Delhi,
Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh on
Saturday, the Commission said it was con-
cerned that “some schools and institutions
in Delhi-NCR were still holding outdoor
sports activities” despite earlier directions
issued in line with a Supreme Court order
dated November 19.

The CAQM said continuation of outdoor
physical activities during periods of adverse
air quality is “contrary to the spirit and in-
tent of the apex court’s observations and the
Commission’s instructions”.

The Commission had in a letter dated
November 19 called for the “postponement
of physical sports competitions scheduled
during November and December”.

It directed the NCR state governments
and the Delhi government to ensure strict
and immediate compliance with the earlier
instructions, issue necessary directions to
all schools, educational institutions, sports
bodies and local authorities to discontinue

outdoor physical sports activities and sen-
sitise schools and parents about the health
risks involved.

The CAQM also asked authorities to
closely monitor compliance at the field
level and take appropriate action in case of

any violation.

The panel on Saturday invoked the
strictest measures under its air pollution
control plan, GRAP, including a ban on all
construction and demolition activities in
Delhi-NCR after pollution levels rose
sharply amid unfavourable meteorological
conditions.

Under Stage IV of GRAP, the entry of
trucks into Delhi is stopped, except those
carrying essential commodities or provid-
ing essential services. However, CNG,
LNG, electric and BS-VI diesel trucks are
allowed.

The plying of Delhi-registered diesel
heavy goods vehicles (BS-IV and below) is
banned, again with exceptions only for es-
sential services. All construction and dem-
olition activities are banned, including even
linear public projects such as highways,
roads, flyovers, power transmission lines,
pipelines and telecom works, which are
otherwise allowed in lower stages.

Schools are required to run classes in a
hybrid mode (online and physical) not only

for primary students but also for higher
classes (VI to IX and XI) in Delhi and the
most affected NCR districts, with students
given the option to attend online where fea-
sible.

Under Stage IV, state governments are
asked to consider additional emergency
steps, such as closing colleges and educa-
tional institutions, shutting non-essential
commercial activities and even introducing
odd-even rules for vehicles if the pollution
situation worsens further.

During winters, the Delhi-NCR region
enforces restrictions under GRAP, which
categorises air quality into four stages -
Stage I (Poor, AQI 201-300), Stage IT (Very
Poor, AQI 301-400), Stage I1I (Severe, AQI
401-450), and Stage IV (Severe Plus, AQI
above 450).

Unfavourable meteorological conditions,
combined with vehicle emissions, paddy-
straw burning, firecrackers and other local
pollution sources, lead to hazardous air
quality levels in Delhi-NCR during winters.
(PTI)

NEW DELHI, Dec 14: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Sunday
said his party stands with “satya
(truth)” and vowed to remove the

“Narendra Modi-RSS  govern-
ment”. Addressing the party’s ‘Vote
Chor Gaddi Chhod’ rally at the
Ramlila Maidan here, he launched
a scathing attack on the Election
Commission and mentioned the
names of Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar, and Elec-
tion Commissioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi to allege
that they were working for the BJP.

“We will stand with ‘satya’
(truth) and will remove the Naren-
dra Modi-RSS government from
power. They have ‘satta’ (power),
and they indulge in ‘vote chori’,”
the Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha said.

Gandhi claimed that the BJP
transferred I 10,000 during elec-
tions, but the poll panel did not take
any action against them. “In this
fight between truth and untruth, the
Election Commission is working
with the BJP government,” he said.

“(Prime Minister Narendra)
Modi brought a new law to give im-
munity to EC; we will change this
law retroactively and act against
election commissioners,” Gandhi
said. Asserting that it may take time,
but truth will ultimately win, he
said, “We’ll work with truth and
non-violence to defeat Modi and
(Amit) Shah.” (PT1)
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GUV urges voters to participate in Panchayat, Municinal Polls Scriptc

Lt Gen KT Parnaik appeals for high voter turnout today

authority in promoting urban de-
velopment and urged elected rep-
resentatives to utilise their powers
judiciously and effectively to serve
their communities better.
Reflecting on India’s democratic
heritage, Lt Gen Parnaik reminded
citizens that India is the world’s
largest democracy, built on the
foundations of universal suffrage

hoice for Kokborok internal 1ssue of Tiprasa

people, no outsider could grve diktat; Pradyot

AGARTALA, Dec 14: Tipra
Motha Party (TMP) supremo
Pradyot Kishore Maniya Deb-
barma on Sunday asserted that the
choice of script for the Kokborok
language is the internal issue of
Tiprasa people and “no outsider
could give any diktat” on it.

His assertion came a day after
Tripura Chief Minister Manik

aminations,” Debbarma said in a
video posted on social media.

Without naming the chief minis-
ter, the TMP chief said, “If you
have reservations regarding Eng-
lish because the British ruled the
country, then tell ministers and
MLASs not to send their children to
English-medium schools.”

He said that if BJP-ruled Assam

he said.

Debbama also took potshots at
the BJP's Janajati Morcha (tribal
wing) rally here on Saturday.

“The crowd in our block-level
rally is five times more than your
state-level programme... Every-
body knows the ground reality. I
may not have all the power that
you have, but I have the support of

and adult franchise. He empha- Saha, in a rally, suggested that an  could allow students of Karbi An-  the Tiprasa people, which you T
sised that every vote holds great indigenous script be developed for  glong district to use Roman script ~ don't have,” he said. Ce
value and should be exercised with  the Kokborok language, spoken by  to write their tribal language, why In response to the CM's claim on
sincerity, not only as a constitu- around 19 tribes of the state, in-  would Tiprasa people of Tripurabe  that the BJP will win all the 28 M
tional right but also as a moral and  stead of using the Roman script as  deprived of their choice? seats in the Tripura Tribal Areas fo
national duty. demanded by tribal leaders. “We all know the background of ~ Autonomous District Council de
The Governor further called “The choice of script for Kok- the formation of Bangladesh. Pak- (TTAADC) in the upcoming elec-
upon all officers and personnel de-  borok is the internal issue of the istan had tried to impose Urdu on  tions, Debbarma said, “Show us by to
ployed on election duty to uphold  Tiprasa people. I heard the sugges- Bengali-speaking people in East winning all the seats.” Lz
the highest standards of devotion, tion of the state's biggest leader on  Pakistan, but the people did not ac- Elections to the autonomous dis- tay
impartiality, transparency and ac-  the matter. No outsider can give cept it and launched massive trict council, currently being run G:
countability. He stressed that their ~ any diktat to Tiprasa people on  protests. This led to the formation by the TMC, an ally of the BJP will ga
— - commitment is essential to ensure  which script to use for writing ex-  of a new country — Bangladesh,”  be held early next year. (PTI) Ec
H(";FA(II{or]r)esp(il;deélt chise c})ln Decembler 1 h’5, 2825. strong larfld efchtive Peénchayats the conduct of free, fair and peace- . . .
ITANA , Dec 14: Governor n his appeal, the Governor are vital for inclusive and sustain-  ful elections across the State. BJ P M t I t N t N b .
of Arunachal Pradesh Lt General highlighted the importance of Pan-  able development in rural areas. Concluding his message, the a n I p u r Co n g ra u a es I I n a I n 0 n ztr
KT I:iarn}altik, PVSM,1 UYSM,leSM chayati Raj Institutions, stating The Governor also underlined  Governor expressed hope that the . . . . . fu
(Retd), has earnestly appealed to  that they function at the grassroots ~ the significance of municipal elections would witness enthusias- b t d t I k d t
the people of the State to partici- level and play a crucial role in en-  councils and urban local bodies, tic participation from voters, el n g a p po I n e n a Io n a Wor I n g p reSI e n Zg
pate wholeheartedly in the upcom-  suring meaningful public partici- ~ which are directly elected by the  thereby strengthening democratic ) . . L by
ing Panchayat and Municipal pation in development planning people. He said these institutions  governance at the grassroots and IMPHAL, Dec 14: The BJP Manipur unit on Sunday  your commitment to the party’s ideology, and I am
elections and exercise their fran- and implementation. He said carry immense responsibility and  urban levels in Arunachal Pradesh. ~ congratulated Nitin Nabin on his appointment as Na-  confident you will further take the BJP to new heights. ad
. . . . . tlolnal Worklng)I(’rcla;}(li)elr\l/} of the party. Best wishes for a succ%slsﬂ]lgljtlfnure,f’ heds;\lll'd'“ Nobi ha
n a post on X, anipur e appointed Nitin Nabin,
m,er 3,00" Ilenllle S IX m I I Ita nts arrested I n Man I pur for exto rtlon said, “On behalf of BJP Ma- a cabinet minister in the Bihar Ce

take partin Assam
Rifles Half Marathon
inShillong

SHILLONG, Dec 14: More than
3,000 people from across the coun-
try took part in the fifth edition of
the Assam Rifles Half Marathon
here on Sunday, an official state-
ment said.

The annual event was organised
at the headquarters of the Direc-
torate General Assam Rifles at
Laitkor, attracting runners from 26
states and two Union territories.

Held against the scenic back-
drop of the headquarters of the
force in the higher reaches of East
Khasi Hills district, the event was
attended by senior officials from
the armed forces, government rep-
resentatives and volunteers from
different parts of the country.

The event was conducted in
three categories -- Cloud Chase (21
km), Pine Path (10 km) and Crystal
Stream (5 km).

The 21 km run was flagged off
by Director General Assam Rifles
Lt Gen Vikas Lakhera, while the
10 km and 5 km categories were
flagged off by senior officers of the
force.

A total of 3,038 runners partici-
pated, including 559 in the half
marathon, 1,502 in the 10 km run
and 977 in the 5 km run, the state-
ment said.

Participants were awarded
medals, certificates and commem-
orative T-shirts, while cash prizes
of Rs 20 lakh were presented to 48
runners across categories, along
with several consolation prizes.

In the overall category, Sandeep
Devrari of Kumaon Regiment of
the Indian Army, won the men's 21
km race with a timing of 1 hour 7
minutes, while Tamsi Singh from
Uttar Pradesh's Varanasi emerged
as the winner in the women's 21
km category with a timing of 1
hour 23 minutes.

Air Marshal Surat Singh, AOC-
in-C Eastern Air Command, at-
tended the event as the chief guest
and presented prizes to the winners
ofthe 21 km and 10 km categories,
praising the enthusiasm and sport-

IMPHAL, Dec 14: Security forces have arrested six
militants, including two women, belonging to differ-
ent banned organisations for their alleged involvement
in extortion activities in Manipur, a police statement

said on Sunday.
All the arrests were made on Saturday.

Two active women cadres of the United National
Liberation Front (Koireng) were nabbed from
Moirangkampu Sajeb Makha Leikai area in Imphal
East district. They have been identified as Takhellam-
bam Sanathoi Chanu (19) and Kongbrailatpam

Rameshori Devi (19). Security forces arrested two ac-
tive cadres of PREPAK (PRO) from Canchipur area
in Imphal West district. They have been identified as
Kshetrimayum Abinash Singh (21) and Rajkumar
Daniel Singh (31). A 9mm pistol loaded with 12
rounds and two .38 cartridges were seized from their
possession, it said. One active cadre of UNLF(P) was
apprehended from Lamphel Super Market in Imphal
West district, while an insurgent belonging to
PREPAK (PRO) was arrested from his residence at
Kumbi in Bishnupur district. (PTI)

Local hody poll campaign ends in Arunachal
SEC appeals to voters to participate in polling from 7 AM to 4 PM today

HT Correspondent
ITANAGAR, Dec 14: Election cam-

paigning for the Arunachal Pradesh local
body elections came to an end on Friday
evening, with the State Election Commis-
sioner (SEC) Rinchin Tashi, IAS (Retd),
appealing to people to actively participate
in the voting process scheduled for De-
cember 15 from 7 AM to 4 PM.

In an exclusive interview, the SEC said
that with the conclusion of campaigning
at 4 PM, no political party or its agents
would be permitted to campaign there-
after. He informed that all preparations for
the polls, covering both Panchayat and
Municipal elections have been completed.
Polling personnel along with security
forces have already been dispatched to
their respective polling stations across all
25 districts of the state.

Around 40,000 officers, officials and
security personnel have been deployed to
ensure a peaceful, free and fair election.
In case of any repoll, it will be conducted
on December 18, while counting of votes
will take place on December 20 from 8
AM onwards. The SEC stated that out of
245 Zila Parishad Member (ZPM) con-
stituencies, 59 candidates have been
elected unopposed, and elections will be
held for the remaining 186 seats. A total
of 439 candidates are in the fray, includ-
ing AAP-1, BJP-185, INC-51, NPP-13,
PPA-64, NCP-20, LJP-2 and 103 inde-
pendents.

For Gram Panchayat elections, there
are 8,208 seats in the state, out of which
6,227 Gram Panchayat Members (GPMs)

Meghalaya launches Green Deposit Scheme

SHILLONG, Dec 14: Meghalaya has launched

have already been elected unopposed.
Elections will be held for 1,947 seats,
while 34 seats remain vacant due to the
death of candidates, withdrawal and rejec-
tion of nomination papers or non-filing of
nominations.

A total of 3,917 GPM candidates are
contesting, including AAP-4, BJP-1,792,
INC-244, NPP-164, JD(U)-1, NCP-416,
PPA-506, LIP-17 and 773 independent
candidates.

Regarding municipal elections, the
Itanagar Municipal Corporation (IMC)
has 20 wards and the Pasighat Municipal
Council (PMC) has eight wards. Four
candidates in IMC have been elected un-
opposed, while polling will be held in the
remaining 16 IMC wards and all eight
PMC wards on December 15 along with
the Panchayati Raj elections. A total of 64
candidates are contesting the municipal
polls, including BJP-24, INC-10, PPA-10,
NCP-8, LJP (RV)-4 and eight independ-
ents.

The SEC informed that the total num-

ber of electors stands at 8, 31,648, com-
prising 7,59,210 Panchayat voters and
72,438 municipal voters. Upper Subansiri
district has the highest number of Pan-
chayat voters at 61,142, while Dibang
Valley has the lowest with 4,249. In mu-
nicipal areas, the highest number of voters
is 5,106 in IMC Ward No. 19, while the
lowest is 812 in PMC Ward No 6.

There are 2,171 polling stations for
Panchayat elections and 79 polling sta-
tions for municipal elections, including 67
in IMC and 12 in PMC.

Given that Arunachal Pradesh shares
international borders with Bhutan, China
and Myanmar, security agencies have
been placed on high alert. The Police and
Home Department have made elaborate
security arrangements to prevent any un-
toward incidents during polling.

Highlighting the importance of the ex-
ercise, the SEC said that elections are a
festival of democracy and local body polls
represent grassroots democracy, where
the development planning process begins.
He said this reflects the concept of Gram
Swaraj, envisioned by Mahatma Gandhi
for local self-governance.

Restrictions have been imposed on the
movement of vehicles within district and
constituency jurisdictions as per orders is-
sued by the respective district administra-
tions. Candidates have been issued
vehicle passes and permits by returning
officers and district election officers. Gen-
eral transport will ply as usual, provided
vehicles are not used to ferry voters to
polling stations.

which is returned upon responsible disposal or  below 120 microns.

nipur Pradesh, we wish him
great success. This reflects the
party’s faith in young, dynamic,
and capable leadership.” For-
mer Manipur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh also extended his
congratulations to Nabin.

In a post on X, Singh said, |
“Heartiest congratulations to
Nitin Nabin on being appointed as the National Work-
ing President of the Bharatiya Janata Party.”.

“You have showcased exceptional leadership with

‘| government, as the party’s na-
tional working president on Sun-
day.

The BJP parliamentary board
picked Nabin for the post.

“Bharatiya Janata Party’s par-
liamentary board has appointed
Nitin Nabin, a minister in the
Bihar government, the Bharatiya

Janata Party’s national working president with imme-
diate effect,” BJP national general secretary Arun
Singh said in a notification. (PTI)

Wildfire rages in famed
Dzukou Valley for 3¢ day, aerial
ops likely to be conducted

KOHIMA, Dec 14: Aerial firefighting
operations are likely to commence on Sun-
day as a wildfire raged in the picturesque
Dzukou Valley in Nagaland for the third
day, with strong winds expanding the af-
fected area and pushing the flames towards
Japfu mountain range, raising ecological
and safety concerns, officials said.

The fire, which broke out on Friday, ini-
tially affected about 1.3 sq km of forest
area. However, changing weather condi-
tions and gusty winds have caused the
blaze to spread further across the rugged
and inaccessible terrain, an official of the
District Disaster Management Authority
(DDMA), Kohima, said.

The DDMA official said that following
assessment of the fire, the district admin-
istration has decided to requisition a heli-
copter fitted with a 'bambi bucket' from the
Indian Air Force through the Nagaland
State Disaster Management Authority
(NSDMA).

The aerial firefighting operation is ex-
pected to commence on Sunday, the offi-
cial said.

Authorities said human intervention on
the ground remains extremely limited due
to steep slopes, dense vegetation and the
isolated nature of the area. The affected
zone falls under the forest land of
Khonoma village located west of Kohima.

According to officials and village au-
thorities, the wildfire was accidentally trig-
gered by four local trekkers, who had lit a
fire at their campsite. The fire reportedly

went out of control when the trekkers left
the site to fetch water.

The trekkers were later trapped by the
spreading flames and were rescued on Sat-
urday by volunteers of the Khonoma Youth
Organisation (K'YO). They have confessed
to igniting the fire, officials said.

An aerial survey conducted by govern-
ment authorities revealed extensive dam-
age to large tracts of virgin forest, with the
fire spreading in multiple directions.

Sources said the aerial assessment was
carried out after a drone appraisal could
not be undertaken due to the difficult ter-
rain.

Volunteers of KYO, along with police,
fire, forest and disaster management per-
sonnel are at the spot.

Officials and conservation authorities
warned that the fire has continued to move
slowly but steadily, with reports indicating
its spread towards Hophera Thi near the
Jotsoma-Khonoma border, increasing the
risk of further expansion into difficult ter-
rain.

Dzukou Valley is an ecologically sensi-
tive zone known for its rare flora, alpine
meadows and trekking routes. Officials
cautioned that dry vegetation and prevail-
ing weather conditions make the area
highly vulnerable to fast-spreading fires.

Meanwhile, authorities have urged the
public and trekkers to stay away from the
area as containment efforts continue and
have banned trekking until the fire is fully
controlled. (PTI)

British band ‘Blue’, K-pop

ing spirit of the participants. a Green Deposit Scheme to curb plastic pollu-  return of plastic waste at designated exit points. Officials said the initiative combines enforce-
Speaking on the occasion, Lt tion in high-footfall eco-tourism destinations, The move is aimed at discouraging littering  ment with awareness, with local communities
Gen Lakhera said the marathon reinforcing the State’s push for sustainable and promoting a “leave no trace” culture among  and tourism stakeholders playing a key role in
seeks to foster a culture of fitness, tourism and stronger waste management. visitors. implementation, ensuring environmental pro-
wellness and togetherness in the The initiative has been introduced in Cherra- The Green Deposit Scheme is part of Megha-  tection while supporting responsible tourism
Northeast, adding that participation — punjee, Dawki and the Living Root Bridges, laya’s broader waste management reforms, growth.
has more than doubled compared areas that have seen a sharp rise in tourism and ~ which include community-led sanitation mod- The Green Deposit Scheme also comple-
to last year. plastic litter affecting forests, rivers and fragile els, improved waste segregation, and stricter en-  ments the Clean Hills City initiatives under the
The Assam Rifles thanked the ecosystems. forcement of plastic regulations. Swachh Bharat Mission — Urban (SBM-U) 2.0,
Meghalaya government for its sup- Under the initiative, tourists carrying plastic It also aligns with directions of the Megha-  supported by the Ministry of Housing and
port in ensuring the smooth con- items such as bottles or wrappers into notified  laya High Court on the strict enforcement of  Urban Affairs, Government of India, in collab-
duct of the event, it added. (PTI) zones must pay a refundable deposit of ¥ 100, bans on single-use plastics, particularly items  oration with State Governments. (NNN)

Circle of rhythm event brings music and
mindfulness to Brahmaputra Riverfront

Over 70 participants experience soulful drumming, dance and meditation in immersive session

sensation ‘Everglow’ enthrall
audiences in Gangtok

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Dec 14: The Blissful Soul
successfully conducted ‘Circle of Rhythm’,
a deeply immersive and soulful jamming
session at the picturesque Brahmaputra
Heritage Riverfront on December 13, 2025.
The event saw enthusiastic participation
from over 70 people, who gathered to cele-
brate rhythm, music and inner connection.

The session offered a harmonious blend
of drum beats, collective singing, free-flow
dancing and guided meditation, creating an
atmosphere of joy and togetherness. Partic-
ipants were encouraged to let go of stress,
embrace the rhythm and synchronize with
the collective energy of the group. The ex-
perience proved to be both therapeutic and
deeply enjoyable, leaving participants reju-
venated and emotionally uplifted.

Set against the tranquil backdrop of the

mighty Brahmaputra, the Circle of Rhythm
fostered mindfulness, presence and com-
munity bonding. The rhythmic vibrations
and collective expression helped attendees
disconnect from daily distractions and re-
connect with themselves.

The Blissful Soul, founded by Ritu
Gupta along with co-founders Archana
Agarwal, Kavita Patwary, Indu Lakhotia
and Vishakha Agarwal is dedicated to pro-
moting mindfulness, inner well-being and
conscious living through experiential work-
shops, mindfulness sessions and residential
retreats. Over the years, the organisation
has conducted retreats and sessions at sev-
eral scenic and spiritually enriching loca-
tions, including Darjeeling, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya and various parts of
Assam such as Panchnoi, Dibrugarh, Son-
apur and Guwabhati.

GANGTOK, Dec 14: British band 'Blue' and South Korean group 'Ever-
glow' enthralled crowds at Gangtok's Paljor Stadium as Sikkim hosted
'Orchid Music Festival', organisers said.

The music festival was organised on Saturday by private groups with
support from the Sikkim government, they said.

While the four-member British band enthralled the packed stadium
with hits like 'All Rise' and 'One Love', the South Korean K-pop girl
group sang their famous songs 'Dun Dun', 'La Di Da' and 'Adios', they
said.

'‘Blue' is in India as part of their 25th anniversary world tour, with con-
certs already conducted in Imphal and Shillong. Another concert is sched-
uled in Bengaluru on Sunday.

Other performers at the Orchid Music Festival were Nepalese singer
Neetesh Jung Kunwar, Bhutanese artiste Sonam Wangchen and Sikkim's
folk-fusion band 'Sofiyum'. (PTI)
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Pacers shine as India
bowl out South Africa for 117 Egypt star recalled for Liverpool win
74

DHARAMSALA, Dec 14: Pacers
produced a mesmerizing spell of
swing bowling as India bundled
out South Africa to a below-par
117 in the third T20I of the five-
match series here on Sunday.

Leading India’s show with early
wickets were Arshdeep Singh
(2/13), Harshit Rana (2/34) and
Hardik Pandya (1/23) after the
hosts chose to bowl.

Skipper Aiden Markram offered
the lone spark for South Africa
with a spirited 46-ball 61.

Undoubtedly, the brightest stars
under a cool sky were India’s
quick bowlers, who procured
lethal swing and lateral movement
with the new ball.

It had its effect on the low-key
power play effort of South Africa -
- 25 for three -- and the phase con-
tained just two fours.

Arshdeep, who had a horror out-
ing at Mullanpur a couple of days
back, redeemed himself with a
dream first spell (3-0-9-1).

He bowled three deliveries an-
gled away from Reeza Hendricks
and then jagged one back to trap

Besies P Mo,
Messito meet Cll and
Army chiefin Delhi

NEW DELHI, Dec 14: Argentine
football icon Lionel Messi will meet
the Chief Justice of India and the
Army chief at a member of Parlia-
ment’s house after his visit to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s official
residence during his Delhi leg of the
India tour here Monday.

The final day of the GOAT India
Tour will also see Messi exchang-
ing greetings with two members of
the Indian cricket team at the Fer-
ozshah Kotla Stadium.

It is understood that the member
of parliament is Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) leader Praful
Patel, who had served as president
of the All India Football Federation
(AIFF) for three terms.

Messi will arrive in the national
capital at 10.45am, and after a 50-
minute ‘Meet and Greet’ session at
a city hotel, he will head to the
PM’s residence where he will spend
20 minutes interacting with Modi.

His next stop will be the resi-
dence of an MP, where he is also set
to meet the Argentina Ambassador
to India Mariano Agustin Caucino,
besides CJI Justice Surya Kant and
Army chief general Upendra
Dwivedi.

The chief of Enforcement Direc-
torate, Rahul Navin, is also likely to
part of the select gathering at the
MP’s house, which will also com-
prise fee top government officials.

After his meeting with the
VVIPs, Messi’s convoy will leave
for the Ferozshah Kotla Stadium
where a few programmes are lined
up.
At 3.30pm, Messi is scheduled to
enter the stadium via the walkway
that leads to the pitch, where the
cars will be ready to then leave from
there directly to the airport once the
GOAT concerts ends.

Following a grand welcome with
music, Messi will head to the small
soccer field where some Indian
celebrities will be engaged in a
match.

Messi will greet the players, take
group photo with teams.

A football clinic with 22 children
will be held from 3.55pm to
4.15pm.

Messi will then head to the centre
of the field, and two Indian crick-
eters will give him a gift, and the
Argentine footballer will hand over
two pre-signed jersey to both. (PTI)

the South African opener leg be-
fore with the help of DRS.

Rana did precisely the same to
Quinton de Kock, a nip-backer,
trapping the frozen-legged left-
hander inside the crease.

Dewald Brevis was slightly un-
fortunate to get castled while at-
tempting a release shot oft a wide
delivery from Rana.

South Africa suddenly found

themselves at 7 for 3 in 3.1 overs,
and it was always going to be an
uphill climb for them from there.
Markram crunched a couple of
sweet drives in between to keep
the board moving but Tristan
Stubbs and Corbin Bosch departed
in quick succession to further de-
rail South African innings.
Stubbs’  wicket helped all-
rounder Pandya to complete 100

wickets in T20Is, the third Indian
bowler to do so after Arshdeep and
Jasprit Bumrah, who did not play
this match after returning home to
attend to a personal situation.

The BCCI said his availability
for the remainder of the series will
be announced in due course.

Spinner Varun Chakravarthy
(2/11 in 4 overs) too reached to a
milestone, capturing his 50th T20I
wicket while flattening the stumps
of Donovan Ferreira (20, 15 balls).

The big-hitting Ferreria was
dropped on 13 by Arshdeep at
long-on off Shivam Dube, but that
did not hurt India.

Chakravarthy cut open the
lower-order with his bottomless
bag of tricks as the pitch also con-
tinued to offer good pace and
carry.

The spinner also added the
wicket of Marco Jansen to keep
South Africa pinned to the mat.

Markram completed his fifty off
41 balls with a slashed six off
Rana, as the 18th over produced 19
runs. But the South African surge
came tad too late. (PTI)

Slot says ‘no issue’ with Salah after

LIVERPOOL, Dec 14: Liverpool
manager Arne Slot insisted there
were no outstanding issues be-
tween him and Mohamed Salah
after recalling the club great to the
team for the 2-0 win over Brighton
in the Premier League.

Salah received a rapturous wel-
come from Liverpool fans after
coming on as a first-half substitute
and they chanted his name during
and after the game at Anfield —
including after he set up Hugo Ek-
itike for the second goal.

In an explosive outburst last
weekend, Salah told reporters his
relationship with Slot had broken
down after being dropped for three
straight games and that he felt like
“someone doesn’t want me in the
club.”

He was then left at home when
Liverpool traveled to Inter Milan
for a Champions League match on
Tuesday, with Slot saying he did
not know if Salah would play
again for the club.

However, a few days later, Salah
was back in the squad for the
Brighton game after he held con-

Raphinha scores 2 as Barcelona wins to add pressure
on Real Madrid’s Alonso before crunch game

BARCELONA, Dec 14: Raphinha scored a brace
as Barcelona beat Osasuna 2-0 to increase its La
Liga lead and pile more pressure on beleaguered
Real Madrid coach Xabi Alonso.

The Brazil forward broke the deadlock with a
shot from the top of the area in the 70th minute at
Camp Nou. He then put the result beyond doubt by
scoring from close range with six minutes remain-
ing.

A seventh league win in a row left the defending
champions seven points clear of Real Madrid be-
fore its game at Alaves on Sunday. That is likely a
must-win game for Alonso after the powerhouse
has won just two of its last eight games across all
competitions.

Madrid had led Barcelona by five points in the
Spanish league after winning a clasico match in late
October. But a huge dip in form with just one win
in five rounds, including a humiliating 2-0 defeat
to Celta Vigo at home last weekend, has left Madrid
reeling.

Relishing the trouble of Barcelona’s top rival, the
Camp Nou crowd chanted “Stay Xabi! Stay Xabi!”
in Spanish at one point during the Osasuna match.

Raphinha, however, stayed focused on his team.

“We need to focus on ourselves and if we do our
job then we won’t have to worry about anyone
else,” Raphinha said. “We are playing better than
before and the more points, the better.”

Raphinha was key to Barcelona winning La Liga

and Copa del Rey last season, when Hansi Flick’s
side also reached the Champions League semifi-
nals. Barcelona struggled to replaced his speed and
incisiveness when Raphinha was sidelined with a
leg injury for six weeks earlier this campaign. But
he has returned as strong as ever. He also assisted
in a 3-1 victory over Alaves in late November and
scored in a 3-1 win over Atletico Madrid earlier this
month.

Sixteenth-placed Osasuna generated little in at-
tack but its defense and goalkeeper Sergio Herrera
frustrated Barcelona until Raphinha struck. Herrera
saved a shot by Lamine Yamal while Marcus Rash-
ford’s goal-bound effort was blocked by a defender.

Raphinha’s first goal came after Barcelona re-
covered the ball and Pedri Gonzalez led a counter-
attack before laying off for him to score from
distance. His second was easier: a tap-in after Os-
asuna defender Alejandro Catena redirected a cross
from Jules Koundé to the far post where Raphinha
was unmarked.

Griezmann nets again for Atletico

Antoine Griezmann scored the winner after com-
ing off the bench to help fourth-placed Atletico beat
Valencia 2-1 and stay nine points behind Barcelona.

Griezmann replaced Julian Alvarez with half an
hour to go with Atletico leading after Koke Resur-
reccion scored from a rebound in the 17th.

Lucas Beltran pulled the visitors level in the 63rd
with a shot from outside the area as the Argentine

striker skirted past a defender and lashed a long
strike just inside the post.

Griezmann restored the lead in the 74th at the
Metropolitano Stadium when he used an exquisite
control, hooking down a long ball with the tip of
his boot, before he fired in the winner.

The 34-year-old Griezmann has taken a more
limited role with Atletico this season, but he is still
proving to be decisive. The former France star
scored two goals as a substitute in a 3-1 win over
Levante last month and also netted after coming on
in the second half against Sevilla and Real Madrid.

His winner against Valencia increased his record
haul for Atletico to 204 career goals.

The loss for Valencia will increase the pressure
on coach Carlos Corberan with the team in 17th
place just on the edge of the relegation zone.

Espanyol keeps surprising

Leandro Cabrera’s header helped Espanyol beat
Getafe 1-0 on the road and secure a fourth consec-
utive league win.

Espanyol is the surprise of the season approach-
ing the winter break. The Barcelona-based team is
in fifth place after 16 rounds, having barely avoided
relegation on the final day of last season.

Also, Mallorca beat Elche 3-1. The game was
tied 1-1 until Elche keeper Ifiaki Pefia gifted the ball
to Mallorca’s Omar Mascarell, who lobbed the ball
over Pefia’s head from near midfield for the go-
ahead goal in the 82nd. (AP)

Terrier’s spectacular backheel sets up Leverkusen's derby win

BERLIN, Dec 14: Martin Terrier
scored a contender for goal of the sea-
son as Bayer Leverkusen defeated
local rival Cologne 2-0 in their 73rd
Bundesliga derby.

Arthur’s cross from the right was
behind Terrier, but the French for-
ward dropped down and looped the
ball in over Cologne goalkeeper Mar-
vin Schwibe with the back of his heel
to break the deadlock in the 66th
minute. Robert Andrich headed in
from Aleix Garcia’s corner six min-
utes later to seal the win.

Leverkusen was without key play-
ers Patrik Schick and Alex Grimaldo
but still boasted enough talent to cre-
ate the greater chances against the
visitors, who had injury-enforced ab-
sences of their own.

The win kept Leverkusen in fourth
place, the last for Champions League
qualification.

Fans protest

Many fans missed the derby be-
cause of protests against police secu-
rity measures that they felt went too
far. Much of the visitors’ block was
empty for the game because around
500-600 Cologne fans decided to

leave the stadium before kickoff.
Supporter group Fanhilfe Koln al-
leged that police had conducted strip
searches on traveling supporters.

Despite the rivalry between the
clubs, Leverkusen ultras also left the
stadium in solidarity with the
Cologne fans.

Frankfurt digs deep

Ritsu Doan scored for Eintracht
Frankfurt to end its four-game win-
less run across all competitions with
a 1-0 win over Augsburg.

The Japan forward took the ball
past two Augsburg defenders and un-
leashed his shot before he was closed
down by two more. The deflection
from a retreating defender took the
ball beyond Finn Dahmen in the
Augsburg goal in the 68th minute,
setting off relief-tinged celebrations
around the stadium.

Noahkai Banks briefly spoiled the
mood when he equalized late, but the
goal was ruled out for offside after a
VAR check. It was the second goal
that was ruled out for offside for the
visitors in the game.

Frankfurt lost narrowly at
Barcelona in the Champions League

on Tuesday, after it was routed 6-0 at
home by Leipzig in its previous
game.

“The lads tried with all they had
left in the tank,” Frankfurt coach
Dino Toppméller said of his team’s
busy schedule. “They were lacking
that bit of freshness. It’s been a gru-
eling six months.”

St. Pauli finally wins

St. Pauli overcame a harsh sending
off to end its 10-game winless run
with a 2-1 victory over relegation
rival Heidenheim.

Pauli had Eric Smith sent off be-
fore the break when referee Soren
Storks penalized him for a foul on
Marvin Pieringer as the last defender,
though TV replays showed the Hei-
denheim forward made the most of
light contact and threw himself to the
ground. There was no VAR interven-
tion.

Martijn Kaars had already put
Pauli ahead, and he stunned the visi-
tors by scoring the second against the
run of play early the second half.

Pieringer pulled one back later, but
Pauli held on for its third league win
of the season. (AP)
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versations with Slot on Friday.

“For me there is no issue to re-
solve. He is now the same as any
other player,” Slot said after the
game. “I usually never say any-
thing about what we talk about, I
am not going to make an exception
now. But I think actions speak
louder than what has been said and
he was in the squad again. “When
I had to make my first substitution,
I brought him in and he performed
as every fan including me would
like him to today. The moment he
is there I like to use him when we
need him. When he came in, he
had the performance like you
would want him to to give.”

After the final whistle, Salah ap-
plauded all four sides of Anfield —

like some of his other teammates.
Salah lingered in front of The Kop
stand as fans chanted his name and
patted the club crest on his jersey
before leaving the pitch and head-
ing to the Africa Cup of Nations
with Egypt. Slot did not think that
was a farewell gesture by Salah.

“He wasn’t the only player who
walked around the pitch, thanking
the fans because the fans deserved
a thank you from us,” Slot said.
“Mo is going to go to AFCON. I
hope he is going to do very well.
And in the meantime, we have to
play here without him, without
many players.”

Salah was an unused substitute
for the 3-3 draw with Leeds last
Saturday, after which he opened up
on his frustrations. Before that,
he’d been an unused sub in a win
at West Ham and came on at half-
time of a home draw against Sun-
derland.

Salah is Liverpool’s biggest star
and also the club’s record scorer in
the Premier League. He has four
league goals in 14 appearances this
season. (AP)

Messi arrives in Mumbai

for
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MUMBALI, Dec 14: Football icon
Lionel Messi arrived in Mumbai
around noon under “World Cup
level” security measures on Sun-
day, marking the second day of
his four-city ‘GOAT India Tour
2025°.

The World Cup-winning Argen-
tine captain is scheduled to head
to the Taj Colaba for a brief rest
before proceeding to the Cricket
Club of India (Brabourne Sta-
dium), where he will attend a
Padel GOAT Club event, followed
by a celebrity football match later
in the afternoon.

Accompanied by Inter Miami
teammates Luis Suarez and Ro-
drigo de Paul, Messi is expected
to arrive at the iconic Wankhede
Stadium around 5 pm for the main
event of the ‘GOAT India Tour’.

2 of ‘GOAT Tour’

Mumbai Police have put in
place stringent security arrange-
ments, including restrictions on
carrying water bottles, metal ob-
jects and coins inside the venues,
while watchtowers have also been
set up to monitor the crowd.

Expecting heavy crowd near
the stadiums during Messi’s visit,
the city police force has deployed
more than 2,000 personnel in and
around both the venues.

“Considering the chaos that
prevailed in Kolkata and the secu-
rity breach, we have deployed
World Cup-level security arrange-
ments at  Brabourne and
Wankhede stadiums,” a police of-
ficial said.

Messi had arrived in India in
the wee hours of Saturday, but the
opening leg of the tour in Kolkata
quickly descended into chaos later
in the day due to poor crowd man-
agement and security lapses.

However, his evening pro-
gramme in the Hyderabad leg
stood in stark contrast to the may-
hem in Kolkata, proceeding
smoothly and concluding on a
positive note. (PTI)

Hemanth Reddy’s ton guides Andhra
to thrilling win against Punjab

PUNE, Dec 14: Young Andhra batter
Hemanth Reddy proved way too
strong-willed in the face of some hos-
tile bowling from Punjab as he
smashed an unbeaten 109 to lead his
side to a thrilling five-wicket win in a
high-scoring Syed Mushtaq Ali Tro-
phy Super League A match, here Sun-
day. Reddy, playing only his second
career SMAT game, saw the entire
Andhra top and middle order being
wiped out and leaving them per-
ilously close to defeat at 56 for 5
while chasing 206 for victory.

But the 23-year-old, who has
played most of his cricket in the
Andhra Premier League, came up
with his career-best performance,
blazing to a 53-ball 109, studded with
11 boundaries and seven sixes as
Andhra reached 211/5 on the penulti-
mate ball of the match.

Tall Punjab pacer Gurnoor Brar
(3/23) made life difficult for Andhra
batters, removing openers Srikar
Bharat (1) and Ashwin Hebbar (4) in
the very first over, reducing the oppo-
nents to seven or two.

Brar, a former net bowler for five-
time IPL champions Mumbai Indians
who was bought for Rs 1.3 crore by
Gujarat Titans ahead of the 2025 sea-
son, struck again in the fifth over by
dismissing Andhra skipper Ricky
Bhui (15).

In between, pacer Ayush Goyal
also got the wicket of India all-
rounder Nithish Kumar Reddy as
Andhra reeled at 4/35, which quickly
became 5/56 in the ninth over.

Needing someone who could re-
ally thwack the Punjab bowlers and
also play a sensible innings, Reddy
stepped up.

Coming in at No.3, Reddy, who
last played a Ranji Trophy group
match against Hyderabad without
much success at the top of the batting
order, negotiated the early overs with
caution before blasting off even as he
saw wickets crumbling at the other
end.

He finally got a reliable partner in
SD Prasad (53 not out off 35 balls)
and the pair stitched together an un-
beaten 155-run stand for the six

wicket to guide Andhra home.

The thrilling win put Andhra’s
campaign back on track following
their four-wicket loss to Madhya
Pradesh in a low-scoring match,
while Punjab can say goodbye to their
SMAT campaign this season after
their six-wicket defeat against Jhark-
hand in a high-scoring game.

For Nitish Kumar, this was a sec-
ond successive disappointing show
after his 25 against Madhya Pradesh.

Earlier, Harnoor Singh (42) and
skipper Prabhsimran Singh (20) gave
Punjab a promising start. Anmolpreet
Singh (47), Salil Arora (42) and Ra-
mandeep Singh (43) then made useful
contributions as Punjab managed a
competitive 200-plus total.

Brief Scores:

Punjab: 205 for 5 in 20 overs
(Harnoor Singh 42, Anmolpreet
Singh 47, Salil Arora 42, Ramandeep
Singh 43).

Andhra: 211 for 5 in 19.5 overs
(M Hemanth Reddy 109 not out,
SDNV Prasad 53 not out; Gurnoor
Brar 3/23). (PTI)

I had to retnvent my munning, hated peaple saying I was a great starter but not fimisher: Shelly-Amn

PUNE, Dec 14: Legendary Jamaican sprinter
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce says she hated being la-
belled “a great starter but not a great finisher,” and
had to reinvent her running style in her formative
years to rise to the elite level.

Fraser-Pryce, an eight time Olympic and 17-
time World Championship medallist, said she put
in a lot of effort in 200m to sharpen her 100m
sprint race in which she owns the third-fastest time
in history at 10.60 seconds.

“I had to really reinvent the way I ran, growing
up in high school to becoming an elite sprinter be-
cause how I ran wasn’t ideal, it wasn’t going to
make me win races,” Fraser-Pryce, a brand ambas-
sador of the Bajaj Pune Marathon, told PTI in an
exclusive interview.

“People would say ‘man, she’s a great starter but
not a great finisher” and I used to hate hearing
those things, because I’'m like, ‘but I can finish
too!’.”

“I had to get stronger in the gym. I had to do
more 200m if [ wanted my 100m to be better. I re-
ally had to put myself out there, challenge myself
more and come out of my comfort zone.”

“I used to literally run and fall on my face. I had
to learn and relearn how to stay upright, strike the
ground, swing my arms and go forward. For me,
yes people talk about your height and say ‘oh

for me I grew up thinking that things were just not
possible for me.”

“(But) once you know your purpose, you’re so
focused on doing those things. For me, it’s really
the faith and the consistency that has made the dif-
ference.”

“For 18 years, I’ve been running and running,
breaking records, just defying what’s really possi-
ble for elite female sprinters and it has been my
absolute honour to have really been leading the
charge, of just giving women the platform to do
more and to not limit themselves,” she said.

Fraser-Pryce, a.k.a. “Pocket Rocket” who is also
the oldest to win a world title at 35, proudly looks
back at her career for being involved in so many
“talking points” including on her inclusion for the
2008 Beijing Olympics, which faced intense crit-
icism. “I’ve been in the conversations at different
points. People talked about you’re too young to go
to an Olympic Games, or they’re telling you ‘oh
you can’t become a mom and come back to elite
sprinting’, or they’re telling you about your age or
you’re too old to run,” she said.

She recalled her gold medal sprint in 100m at
the 2008 Games saying it was an occasion where
she just wanted to be in the finals.

“I remember going to the 2008 Olympic Games
and [ made the team and we had so many debates

back home whether I was capable of racing in the
Olympic Games. That was one moment where my
goals were so mediocre, I just wanted to make the
finals.”

“I was in my room with a couple of my team-
mates and I started to talk about if I won, what I
would do and I was saying to myself if I win this
100m I’'m going to jump, I’'m going to scream I’'m
going to just do all kind of things, I’m just going
to act crazy,” she said.

“It’s the power of just speaking it and literally, I
went to that finals and I crossed that line thumping
the sky and doing the exact thing I said I was going
to do in the room two days before that finals.”

‘I showed up, no matter what’

She also reflected on her illustrious career with
a deep sense of pride, admitting that the reality of
retirement may truly sink in only next season.

“When I finally hung up my spikes, it was hard,
it was emotional for me because I spent 18 years
doing what I love and that 18 years came with suc-
cess and it came with setbacks and it came with a
lot of different things.” ““I tell myself I’m not going
to miss it yet because it’s literally like three months
that I’ve gone so I think maybe next year, when the
track season actually starts, maybe that time I'll be
you know missing it a little bit more,” Fraser-
Pryce added. (PTI)
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you’re too short’ but that wasn’t something that I
could control.”

‘Never really believed I could be who I am
now’

Fraser-Pryce, whose list of achievements in-
clude three Olympics and 10 World Champi-

onships gold medals, said she did not have big
goals growing up in the Waterhouse district of
Kingston, Jamaica.

“When I was younger, I never really believed I
could be the person I am today. I never saw a lot
of inspiration or have a lot of role models and so

—®—
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