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At least 35 people have been killed, 1,200
detained in Iran’s economic protests
Israel strikes multiple sites in Lebanon
ahead of key disarmament meeting
VB-G RAM G major reform, will strengthen
rural livelihoods: Arunachal CM
Protest held in Tripura against 
persecution of Hindus in Bangladesh
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Campaign aimed at
its election campaign with only 81 days remaining for the polls and claimed that the NDA was preparing to

secure victory in 103 Assembly constituencies.
In Jorhat, Union minister of State Pabitra Margherita launched the wall-writing campaign for the Jorhat As-

sembly constituency under the Jorhat Lok Sabha seat. 
Painting the party symbol at Khujurguri on the outskirts of the town, Margherita said the BJP had begun

seeking the blessings of the people to form the government for a third consecutive term. 
He highlighted infrastructure development, increased investment flow, a violence-free environment, wildlife

protection, eviction of encroachers from government land, economic growth, transparency and good governance
under BJP rule.

Margherita said the campaign would cover all ten Assembly constituencies under the Jorhat Lok Sabha seg-
ment, spanning Jorhat, Majuli, Sivasagar and Charaideo districts. 

Earlier in the day, he also inaugurated a model Anganwadi centre at Kolbari and laid foundation stones for
the Kolbari Satsang Kendra and the Kolbari Mising Gaonburah road.

Party leaders said that following the launch, BJP MPs, ministers, MLAs, office-bearers and grassroots rep-
resentatives would simultaneously carry forward wall-writing activities across their respective areas as part of
the party’s poll outreach programme. (With inputs from PTI)

Tea industry braces
a more balanced and mutually acceptable solution. 
A key point of contention is compensation, with planters terming the proposed payment of ₹3,000 per bigha

as grossly inadequate. 
Beyond land value, tea garden owners are seeking compensation for decades-old infrastructure developed

within labour lines.
A member of the North Eastern Tea Association said estates must be reimbursed for housing, water supply

systems and electrical infrastructure created over generations. According to industry sources, preparations are
underway for a prolonged legal battle, with funds being mobilised and consultations held with senior legal
experts.

Meanwhile, the government has defended the initiative, which aims to grant land rights to around 3.33 lakh
tea worker families across 825 estates. The Chief Minister has described the move as a historical necessity,
pointing out that tea workers have lived in Assam for nearly 200 years without land ownership. Tea tribes and
ex-tea tribes constitute nearly 18 per cent of Assam’s electorate and have emerged as a politically significant
demographic over the past decade.

However, the industry’s apex body, the Consultative Committee of Plantation Associations, has flagged
what it describes as a serious legal obstacle. It noted that under the Plantation Labour Act, 1951, labour quarters
and line areas are categorised as statutory welfare facilities. According to the industry, these areas are meant
exclusively for workers’ welfare and cannot legally be converted into transferable private ownership, a position
it plans to contest in court.

Three injured as
were also damaged in Nalbari district, while a primary school was partially damaged in Nagaon, ASDMA said.
“The main gate of a temple (Haleswar Dewalai) was partially damaged under Tezpur revenue circle in Sonitpur

district,” it added.
The Northeastern region falls in the high seismic zone, making earthquakes frequently hit the region. (PTI)

Guv Acharya inaugurates
innovation for improving educational quality and nurturing intellectually and morally strong students.
“The NEP has been structured to anchor the Indian Knowledge Tradition and modern science and technology,”

he said.
He stressed on the ethical use of artificial intelligence with technology guided by human values to ensure inclu-

sive and meaningful outcomes.
The region’s rich traditional wisdom in culture, ecology, and indigenous practices can offer sustainable solutions

when integrated with modern technology, the governor said.
Acharya expressed confidence that the programme would enrich teachers, encourage collaborative research,

and promote innovative teaching practices, thereby strengthening the education system and contributing to the na-
tional goal of building a knowledge-based society. (PTI)

Rongker Karkli observed
and mutual understanding, and sought divine protection from illness, negativity and evil forces.
During the tenure of the Autonomous State Demand Committee (ASDC) in the 1990s, January 5 was fixed to

ensure uniform observance of Rongker among Karbis following the indigenous faith. 
However, after the Congress returned to power in the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council, the date was shifted

to February 5, following the Karbi New Year celebrated on February 1.
The primary objective of Rongker is to seek divine protection from diseases, natural calamities and evil spirits,

while praying for good health, prosperity and a bountiful harvest for the coming agricultural cycle. 
The ritual also symbolises unity, as elderly men gather at the Rongker ground, setting aside past differences,

while women and young girls prepare food at the residence of the rong a sarthe, the traditional village headman,
for a common feast.

Festive spirit prevailed in villages observing Rongker, with decorated welcome gates erected at the entrance of
Rongker grounds. 

Children were seen moving between the residence of the rong a sarthe and the ritual ground, watching prepara-
tions of rice, vegetables and meat from sacrificial offerings.

Among the villages observing Rongker on Sunday was Chandra Sing Terang village at Rongmonjir along the
Lumding Road. 

Led by village headman Chandra Sing Terang, elderly villagers assembled at the Rongker ground early in the
morning. 

Despite cold and gloomy weather, preparations began with the cleansing of the raised mud platform for the
ritual, followed by traditional rites.

Various sacrificial offerings were made to different deities by designated elders of the village, following cus-
tomary practices. 

Later in the day, meat from the sacrificial offerings, along with rice and vegetables, was shared during a common
feast at the Rongker ground by elderly men and boys, accompanied by traditional rice liquor. 

Women and girls held their feast separately at the residence of the rong a sarthe, in keeping with Karbi customary
norms during sacrificial worship.

Man arrested with 
contraband, as well as to identify possible links with a larger drug trafficking network.

IIT Guwahati scientists
used in industries such as thermal power plants, cement manufacturing units, steel production facilities, and

petrochemical refineries, supporting the transition towards a circular carbon economy and a cleaner energy fu-
ture,” De said.

As the next step, the research team aims to scale the technology for practical use. The team also plans to de-
velop a long-lasting photocatalytic system that can convert industrial CO2 emissions into clean fuels. (PTI)

GAFF 2026 to
be bigger and better, continuing its celebration of the rich diversity of Asian cinema, with more filmmakers from

outside the region joining the event,” Borgohain said.
The festival organisers received more than 200 film submissions, including 90 entries from outside India, she

added.
GAFF 2026 is being organised by Trending Now Media (TNM) with support from the National Film Develop-

ment Corporation (NFDC) and the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Government of India.
Apart from Borgohain, who was the former Festival Director of the Assam government-sponsored Guwahati

International Film Festival (GIFF), the Advisory Board boasts several distinguished members from the film fra-
ternity.

Renowned film critic and festival advisor Srinivasa Santhanam, National Award-winning filmmaker Manju
Borah, and prominent film critic, music journalist and editor Christopher Dalton are also part of the 2nd GAFF.
(PTI)
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Finmin unveils 852 PPP projects worth over ` 17 lakh cr

Contd. from Page 3...

NEW DELHI, Jan 6: The gov-
ernment has given X additional
time till January 7 to submit a de-
tailed Action Taken Report after
it issued a stern warning to the
Elon Musk-led social media plat-
form over indecent and sexually-
explicit content being generated
through misuse of AI-based serv-
ices like ‘Grok’ and other tools.

The grant of extension came
after X sought additional time
from the IT Ministry, sources
told PTI.

On Sunday, X’s ‘Safety’ han-
dle said it will take action against
illegal content on its platform, in-
cluding Child Sexual Abuse Ma-
terial (CSAM), by removing it,
permanently suspending ac-
counts, and working with local
governments and law enforce-
ment as necessary.

“Anyone using or prompting
Grok to make illegal content will
suffer the same consequences as
if they upload illegal content,” it
had said, reiterating Musk’s
stance on illegal content.

Government sources said X
had sought more time, and now
it has been asked to submit its re-
port by January 7.

The Centre on Friday pulled
up X and directed it to immedi-
ately remove all vulgar, obscene
and unlawful content, especially
generated by Grok (X’s built-in
artificial intelligence interface)
or face action under the law. The
ministry had also asked the US-
based social media firm to sub-
mit a detailed action taken report
(ATR) within 72 hours of the di-
rective (effectively by January
5).

The IT Ministry, in its January

2 missive, said that Grok AI, de-
veloped by X and integrated on
the platform, is being misused by
users to create fake accounts to
host, generate, publish or share
obscene images or videos of
women in a derogatory or vulgar
manner.

“Importantly, this is not lim-
ited to creation of fake accounts
but also targets women who host
or publish their images or videos,
through prompts, image manipu-
lation and synthetic outputs,” the
ministry said, asserting that such
conduct reflects a serious failure
of platform-level safeguards and
enforcement mechanisms, and
amounts to gross misuse of arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) technolo-
gies in violation of stipulated
laws.

The ministry said the regula-
tory provisions under the IT Act
and rules were being flouted by
the platform, particularly in rela-
tion to obscene, indecent, vulgar,
pornographic, paedophilic, or
otherwise unlawful or harmful
content.

“The aforesaid acts and omis-
sions are viewed with grave con-
cern, as they have the effect of
violating the dignity, privacy and
safety of women and children,
normalising sexual harassment
and exploitation in digital spaces,
and undermining the statutory
due diligence framework appli-
cable to intermediaries operating
in India,” the IT Ministry said.

The government made it clear
to X that compliance with the IT
Act and rules is not optional, and
that the statutory exemptions
under section 79 of the IT Act
(which deals with safe harbour

and immunity from liability for
online intermediaries) are condi-
tional upon strict observance of
due diligence obligations.

“Accordingly, you are advised
to strictly desist from the hosting,
displaying, uploading, publica-
tion, transmission, storage, shar-
ing of any content on your
platform that is obscene, porno-
graphic, vulgar, indecent, sexu-
ally explicit, paedophilic, or
otherwise prohibited under any
law...,” the ministry said on Jan-
uary 2.

The government warned X in
clear terms that any failure to ob-
serve due diligence obligations
shall result in the loss of the ex-
emption from liability under sec-
tion 79 of the IT Act, and that the
platform will also be liable for
consequential action under other
laws, including the IT Act and
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

It asked X to enforce user
terms of service and AI usage re-
strictions, including ensuring
strong deterrent measures such
as suspension, termination and
other enforcement actions
against violating users and ac-
counts.

X has also been asked to re-
move or disable access “without
delay” to all content already gen-
erated or disseminated in viola-
tion of applicable laws, in strict
compliance with the timelines
prescribed under the IT Rules,
2021, without, as such, vitiating
the evidence.

The ministry has asked X to
submit a detailed Action Taken
Report (ATR) within 72 hours of
the date of issuance of the said
letter.

The ATR, it said, must cover
specific technical and organisa-
tional measures adopted or pro-
posed in relation to the Grok
application; the role and over-
sight exercised by the Chief
Compliance Officer; actions
taken against offending content,
users and accounts; as well as
mechanisms to ensure compli-
ance with the mandatory report-
ing requirement under Indian
laws.

“...ensure ongoing, demonstra-
ble and auditable compliance
with all due diligence obligations
under the IT Act and the IT
Rules, 2021, failing which ap-
propriate action may be initiated,
including the loss of the exemp-
tion from liability under section
79 of the IT Act, and consequen-
tial action as provided under any
law including the IT Act and the
BNS,” the ministry wrote.

Besides India, the platform has
been facing criticism from au-
thorities in the UK and Malaysia
too. Ofcom, the UK’s independ-
ent communications regulator, in
a recent social media post said:
“We are aware of serious con-
cerns raised about a feature on
Grok on X that produces un-
dressed images of people and
sexualised images of children”.

“We have made urgent contact
with X and xAI to understand
what steps they have taken to
comply with their legal duties to
protect users in the UK. Based
on their response, we will under-
take a swift assessment to deter-
mine whether there are potential
compliance issues that warrant
investigation,” Ofcom said.
(PTI)

Grok obscene AI content: Govt gives
‘X’ time till today to submit report
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MUMBAI, Jan 6: Equity benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty declined for the second consecutive day on
Tuesday, tracking intense selling pressure in market
heavyweights Reliance Industries and HDFC Bank
amid geopolitical tensions and renewed concerns
about potential US tariff hikes.

The 30-share BSE Sensex dropped 376.28 points,
or 0.44 per cent, to settle at 85,063.34. During the day,
it tanked 539.52 points, or 0.63 per cent, to 84,900.10.

The 50-share NSE Nifty declined 71.60 points, or
0.27 per cent, to end at 26,178.70.

“Domestic equities experienced a correction led by
large-cap stocks, with selling in heavyweights like
Reliance Industries and HDFC. The market reaction
was influenced by uncertainties surrounding the
Venezuela-US crisis and Russian oil imports, coupled
with anticipations regarding the upcoming Q3 re-
sults,” Vinod Nair, Head of Research, Geojit Invest-
ments Limited, said.

From the 30-Sensex firms, Trent tumbled 8.62 per
cent after the Tata group’s retail firm’s revenue growth
in the December quarter failed to cheer investors.

Reliance Industries cracked 4.42 per cent, while
ITC, Kotak Mahindra Bank, InterGlobe Aviation, and
HDFC Bank were also among the laggards.

On the other hand, ICICI Bank, Sun Pharma, Hin-
dustan Unilever, and State Bank of India were among
the gainers.

“Indian equity markets declined for a second con-
secutive session, with the Nifty ending nearly 0.3 per
cent lower amid profit-booking in heavyweight stocks
and renewed geopolitical concerns. Sentiment was
weighed down by resurfacing trade worries after com-
ments from the US President on potential tariff hikes
on India linked to Russian oil purchases.

“Stock-specific pressure added to the weakness, as
Reliance Industries fell over 4 per cent, its steepest
intra-day decline in more than eight months, while
Trent declined 9 per cent, following its weak Q3 busi-
ness update,” Siddhartha Khemka - Head of Research,
Wealth Management, Motilal Oswal Financial Serv-
ices Ltd, said.

The BSE smallcap gauge declined 0.39 per cent,
and midcap dipped 0.24 per cent.

Among sectoral indices, energy tanked 1.71 per
cent, oil & gas (1.22 per cent), services (1.07 per

cent), capital goods (0.63 per cent), realty (0.28 per
cent) and power (0.23 per cent).

BSE Healthcare jumped 1.38 per cent, BSE PSU
bank (0.52 per cent), consumer durables (0.43 per
cent),  IT (0.37 per cent) and BSE Focused IT (0.35
per cent).

Foreign institutional investors offloaded equities
worth ` 36.25 crore on Monday after a day’s breather,
according to exchange data. Domestic institutional in-
vestors, however, bought stocks worth ` 1,764.07
crore.

Meanwhile, India’s services sector growth moder-
ated in December, as the rates of expansion in incom-
ing new work and output eased to the slowest in 11
months, and companies refrained from recruiting ad-
ditional staff, a monthly survey said on Tuesday.

The seasonally adjusted HSBC India Services PMI
Business Activity Index fell from 59.8 in November
to 58.0 in December, indicating the slowest rate of ex-
pansion since January.

In the Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) parlance,
a print above 50 means expansion, while a score
below 50 denotes contraction.

Firms remained upbeat towards growth prospects,
but overall sentiment fell to its lowest level in nearly
three-and-a-half years, the survey said.

“Market sentiment remained cautious amid mixed
global cues and lingering concerns around geopoliti-
cal developments and global trade dynamics. Profit
booking in recent outperformers, particularly in select
large-cap stocks, continued to weigh on overall mo-
mentum,” Ajit Mishra, SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said.

In Asian markets, South Korea’s Kospi index,
Japan’s Nikkei 225 index, Shanghai’s SSE Composite
index, and Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index ended sig-
nificantly higher.

Markets in Europe were trading on a mixed note.
US markets ended higher on Monday.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, climbed
0.28 per cent to USD 61.93 per barrel.

On Monday, the Sensex dropped 322.39 points, or
0.38 per cent, to settle at 85,439.62. After hitting a
record intra-day high of 26,373.20, the Nifty failed to
carry forward the momentum and declined 78.25
points or 0.30 per cent to end at 26,250.30. (PTI)

Sensex, Nifty log losses for 2nd day on geopolitical
concerns, renewed US tariff hike threats

NEW DELHI, Jan 6: The Finance
Ministry on Tuesday said it has cre-
ated a three-year Public Private Part-
nership (PPP) pipeline of 852 projects
across central infrastructure min-
istries and states with a combined cost
of over ` 17 lakh crore.

The Department of Economic Af-
fairs (DEA), Ministry of Finance, has
created a three-year PPP project
pipeline commencing FY26, in pur-
suance of the implementation of the
announcement in the Union Budget

2025-26.
The pipeline provides early visibil-

ity of potential PPP projects to enable
investors, developers and other stake-
holders to undertake more informed
planning and investment decisions,
the finance ministry statement said.

Sharing the breakup, it said 232
PPP projects envisaging an expendi-
ture of ` 13.15 lakh crore would be
undertaken by central infrastructure
ministries, while 620 projects worth
` 3.84 lakh crore to be implemented

by 20 states and Union Territories.
Of the central government’s share,

a maximum of 108 projects belong to
the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways with an outlay of Rs 8.76
lakh crore, followed by the Ministry
of Power with 46 projects and ` 3.4
lakh crore of budget and the Ministry
of Railways with 13 projects and a
budget of ` 30,904 crore.

Others like the Department of
Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation would un-
dertake 29 PPP projects spending `
12,254 crore, the Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas one project
with an estimated expenditure of `
8,743 crore, the Department for Pro-
motion of Industry and Internal Trade
2 projects with a budget of ` 6,646
crore, and the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion 11 projects having an allocation
of Rs 2,262 crore, it said.

As far as states are concerned, the
lion’s share goes to Andhra Pradesh
with 270 PPP projects with an outlay
of ` 1.16 lakh crore, followed by
Tamil Nadu with 70 projects and `
87,640 crore allocation, Madhya
Pradesh with 21 projects with `
65,496 crore and Jammu and Kash-
mir with 57 projects with an outlay of
` 21,374 crore. (PTI)

Peerless Hospital Guwahati outlines growth
roadmap, expands access to affordable healthcare

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Jan 6: Peerless Hos-
pital Guwahati on Tuesday shared
key milestones achieved over the past
six months and outlined its strategic
roadmap for 2026 and beyond, reaf-
firming its commitment to providing
high-quality, accessible and patient-
centric healthcare across Assam and
the Northeast.

Addressing a press conference at
the hospital premises, the manage-
ment highlighted notable improve-
ments in clinical outcomes, patient
footfall and service delivery across
departments since the hospital began
operations in July 2025.  Several pa-
tient success stories were presented,
reflecting the hospital’s growing ca-
pabilities in handling complex cases
through multidisciplinary care and
timely medical intervention.

Dr Gautam Kumar Das, CEO of
Peerless Hospital Guwahati, said the
institution’s vision is to build a sus-
tainable healthcare ecosystem that
balances clinical excellence with af-
fordability and accessibility. 

He said the hospital is expanding
services under Ayushman Bharat, in-
vesting in modern medical equipment
and strengthening its workforce to en-
sure quality healthcare reaches a
wider section of society across the re-
gion.  He also invited skilled health-
care professionals to join the
hospital’s growth journey.

Highlighting recent clinical per-
formance, Dr Pranab Barua, Medical
Superintendent and Director of the
Emergency Department, said consis-

tent improvement in patient outcomes
over the last six months has been
driven by strong teamwork, refined
clinical protocols and timely deci-
sion-making. He credited the success
to the dedication of doctors, nurses
and support staff.

Senior doctors, including Dr
Pranab Barua, Dr Shahanur Rahman
(Neurosurgery), Dr Aditya Bhaskar
and Dr JP Kalita (Cardiovascular and
Thoracic Surgery), said the hospital is
now effectively managing highly
complex and life-threatening neuro-
logical conditions such as subarach-
noid haemorrhage caused by ruptured
blister aneurysms. 

They noted that advanced endovas-
cular procedures, including flow di-
verter placement, are being
successfully performed, reflecting the
hospital’s growing expertise, preci-
sion and specialised infrastructure.

Outlining future plans, the hospital
said 2026 will focus on consolidation
and expansion, with emphasis on
strengthening clinical capabilities, up-
grading infrastructure and expanding
outreach services.  As part of this
phase, additional specialists, nursing
staff and allied healthcare profession-
als have been onboarded to further
enhance patient care.

The hospital also announced the
procurement of advanced medical
equipment across key departments
to improve diagnostic accuracy,
treatment efficiency and patient
safety, enabling better management
of critical and complex cases within
the region.

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Jan 6: Axis Bank, one of
India’s largest private sector banks, on Tues-
day announced the launch of its new ‘Safety
Centre’ on the Axis mobile banking app
‘open’, aimed at strengthening customer
protection against rising incidents of digital
fraud.

The Safety Centre functions as a dedi-
cated security hub that empowers customers
with real-time, customer-controlled features
to safeguard their bank accounts from unau-
thorised or suspicious activities, without re-
quiring them to contact customer care or
visit a branch.

The new feature offers granular control
over key digital banking functions, allowing
users to customise security settings based on
individual usage patterns and comfort lev-
els.  Key features include SMS Shield, the
option to turn off internet banking, stop fund
transfers, prevent online shopping through
net banking, stop UPI payments, block the
addition of new payees, and set limits for
fund transfers and UPI transactions.

According to the bank, the Safety Centre
enables instant activation of security con-
trols, ensuring changes take effect immedi-
ately. 

By offering selective blocking and real-
time controls, the feature significantly re-
duces exposure to digital fraud risks while
enhancing operational efficiency by min-
imising dependence on branches and call
centres.

Axis Bank launches ‘Safety 
Centre’ to combat digital frauds

NAME CHANGE
I Nelima Begum, age 33yrs,
changed my surname to Beypi as I
have been adopted by Stephan Bey
(59), S/o- Lt. Pul Bey, R/o- Tika vil-
lage, PO- Tika, PS- Baithalangso,
Dist.-West  Karbi Anglong, Assam
and hence from now on for all intent
and purposes I will be known by the
name Nelima Beypi.
Nelima Beypi,
Village.- Baithalanso, 
PO/PS- Baithalangso,
Dist.- West Karbi Anglong, Assam
PIN- 782450

NAME CHANGE
I Mun Mun Begum has changed my
surname to Beypi as I have been
adopted by Stephan Bey (59), S/o-
Lt. Pul Bey, R/o- Tika village, PO-
Tika, PS- Baithalangso, Dist. West
Karbi Anglong, Assam and hence
from now on for all intent and pur-
poses I will be known by the name
Mum Mun Beypi.
Mun Mun Beypi,
Village.- Baithalanso, 
PO/PS- Baithalangso,
Dist.- West Karbi Anglong, Assam
PIN- 782450

NAME CHANGE
I Estakul Rahman (29) has changed
my surname to Bey as I have been
adopted by Stephan Bey (59), S/o-
Lt. Pul Bey, R/o- Tika village, PO-
Tika, PS- Baithalangso, Dist. West
Karbi Anglong, Assam and hence
from now on for all intent and pur-
poses I will be known by the name
Estakul Bey.
Estakul Bey,
Village.- Baithalanso, 
PO/PS- Baithalangso,
Dist.- West Karbi Anglong, Assam
PIN- 782450

NAME CHANGE
I Suriya Begum has changed my
surname to Beypi as I have been
adopted by Stephan Bey (59), S/o-
Lt. Pul Bey, R/o- Tika village, PO-
Tika, PS- Baithalangso, Dist. West
Karbi Anglong, Assam and hence
from now on for all intent and pur-
poses I will be known by the name
Suriya Beypi.
Suriya Beypi,
Village.- Baithalanso, 
PO/PS- Baithalangso,
Dist.- West Karbi Anglong, Assam
PIN- 782450

NAME CHANGE
I Aneswar Rahman (29) has
changed my surname to Bey as I
have been adopted by Stephan Bey
(59), S/o- Lt. Pul Bey, R/o- Tika vil-
lage, PO- Tika, PS- Baithalangso,
Dist. West Karbi Anglong, Assam
and hence from now on for all intent
and purposes I will be known by the
name Aneswar Bey.
Aneswar Bey,
Village.- Baithalanso, 
PO/PS- Baithalangso,
Dist.- West Karbi Anglong, Assam
PIN- 782450

NAME CHANGE
I Aneba Rahman (26) has changed
my surname to Bey as I have been
adopted by Stephan Bey (59), S/o-
Lt. Pul Bey, R/o- Tika village, PO-
Tika, PS- Baithalangso, Dist. West
Karbi Anglong, Assam and hence
from now on for all intent and pur-
poses I will be known by the name
Aneba Bey.
Aneba Bey,
Village.- Baithalanso, 
PO/PS- Baithalangso,
Dist.- West Karbi Anglong, Assam
PIN- 782450

NAME CORRECTION
I, Gajal Khakholia, DOB-
26/03/2006, D/O-Binod Khakholia,
R/O. Flat-3D, Block C, Kamala
Residency Road, Lawkhowa Road,
P.S-Nagaon, Dist-Nagaon (Assam)
do hereby solemnly affirm and de-
clare via an affidavit executed in-
front of Additional District
Commissioner, Nagaon, Assam on
06-01-2026 that my mother's actual
and correct name is "Bobby
Khakholia" which is recorded in my
Passport vide No-S8196643 and in
my mother's Aadhaar card vide No-
8622-7168-6764, Pan card vide No-
AURPK3192Q, but in my
Educational documents my mother's
name has been recorded as "Boby
Khakholia" instead of "Bobby
Khakholia". I declare that "Bobby
Khakholia" and "Boby Khakholia"
are the name of same and one per-
son i.e. my mother.

NAME CORRECTION
I, Smt. Lilu Biswas, D/O: Late
Jatindra Biswas, resident of Vill.
Hayang Basti, P.O. Jugijan Bazar,
P.S. Hojai, Circle Office-Hojai,
Dist. Hojai, Assam, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare Via no-
tarial affidavit executed infront of
Notary Public at Srimanta
Sankardev Nagar Court on 26-12-
2023 that my father's actual and cor-
rect name is Jatindra Biswas. That,
in the land documents vide P.P.
No.80 my father's name has been in-
advertently recorded as Jyotish
Chandra Biswas and Satish Biswas
instead of his actual and correct
name Jatindra Biswas, which is
recorded in other documents. I de-
clare that Jatindra Biswas, Jyotish
Chandra Biswas and Satish Biswas
are the names of one and same per-
son ie. of my father.

‘Vote theft’ slogan
allegations raised after the Bihar elections, claiming that a similar pattern was now being repeated in Assam

following the publication of the draft rolls.
The BJP and the state government have rejected the allegations. 
Chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma reiterated that the preparation of electoral rolls falls solely under the

jurisdiction of the Election Commission of India.
“There is time till January 22 to raise objections. Political parties should use institutional mechanisms instead

of protests,” Sarma said.

‘Voters exist in
5,23,680 shifted voters were identified. Another 53,619 multiple entries were detected.
The Election Commission, however, said that these names have not yet been deleted. These will only be

processed for removal or shifting after formal applications are received during the current claims and objections
period.

Claims and objections can be filed from December 27 to January 22, with special campaign dates fixed for Jan-
uary 3-4 and January 10-11.

The final electoral roll will be published on February 10. (PTI)

Illegal religious structures
verification, a move aimed at preventing illegal migration. He also said the BEFR would be amended further to

make it stronger.
On concerns over illegal immigration, Khandu said the government is committed to strengthening ILP enforce-

ment and border controls, while ensuring that all actions are taken through proper legal procedures.
The Arunachal Pradesh Indigenous Youth Organisation, the Indigenous Youth Force of Arunachal and the All

Naharlagun Youth Organisation, which are spearheading the agitation against illegal immigration and unauthorised
religious structures, enforced a 12-hour bandh in the state capital in December.

Their demands include the removal of what they claim is an illegally constructed ‘Capital Jama Masjid’ at Na-
harlagun, action against unauthorised settlements, and a ban on weekly markets allegedly run by undocumented
settlers.

The organisations have also called for tighter checks at the state’s entry gates and regular verification drives,
saying stronger internal monitoring and gate security are essential to protect tribal land and maintain demographic
balance.

Police, however, said ILP enforcement and verification drives are already being intensified to plug loopholes.
(PTI)

New reed snake
recognised species globally, most of which are small, secretive and poorly studied. The newly identified Mi-

zoram species is non-venomous and poses no threat to humans.
Described as nocturnal and semi-fossorial, the snake inhabits humid, forested hill environments and has been

recorded at elevations ranging from 670 to 1,295 metres above sea level, including areas close to human set-
tlements such as the Mizoram University campus, the study noted.

Based on available data, the researchers have tentatively assessed the species as ‘Least Concern’ under the
IUCN Red List criteria, citing its presence across multiple localities and the absence of major identified an-
thropogenic threats.

In addition, the study presents an updated checklist of Mizoram’s herpetofauna, documenting 169 species,
including 52 amphibians and 117 reptiles.

The researchers said the discovery highlights the need for continued biological surveys in Northeast India,
particularly in forested hill regions where many species remain poorly documented. (PTI)
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HT Correspondent
JORHAT, Jan 6: Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on Tuesday
said the State Government will ap-
point a Special Public Prosecutor in
the death case of Assamese singer
Zubeen Garg after the next Cabinet
meeting scheduled for January 9.

Speaking to media persons dur-
ing a brief stopover in Jorhat on his
way to Delhi, Sarma said the offi-

cial announcement regarding the
appointment of the Special PP
would be made after the Cabinet
discusses the matter on Friday. 

He noted that with the next date
of hearing fixed for January 18,
there would be sufficient time for
the appointed advocate to prepare
and appear before the court.

The chief minister said that as
per established norms, the Special

PP would advise the Government,
which would then act accordingly. 

He added that the State would
write to the Chief Justice of the
Gauhati High Court for the consti-
tution of a special court for the
case, once the Special PP of the
High Court formally informs the
Government in this regard.

Replying to a query on seat ad-
justment among the BJP and its
NDA allies for the forthcoming As-
sembly elections, Sarma said the
issue was not a major one and
would be resolved by February 15
or 20.  He said discussions with al-
liance partners were underway and
the matter would be finalised cor-
dially. During his visit, the chief
minister also inspected the ongoing
National Freedom Movement Mu-
seum-cum-park project at the Cen-
tral Jail in Jorhat. 

After reviewing the progress, he
said the first phase of the project is
likely to be completed by February
this year. 

New reed snake species identified in Mizoram
Species currently confirmed only from Mizoram

AIZAWL, Jan 6: A team of scien-
tists from Mizoram, in collabora-
tion with researchers from Russia,
Germany and Vietnam, has identi-
fied a new species of reed snake
from the state, correcting a long-
standing taxonomic misidentifica-
tion and adding a previously
unknown species to India’s reptile
fauna.

The new species has been
named Calamaria Mizoramensis,
after the state where it was discov-
ered, said HT Lalremsanga, a pro-
fessor at the Mizoram University’s
Zoology Department and the lead
of the research team.

The findings were published in
the international scientific journal
Zootaxa on Monday, based on de-
tailed morphological examinations
and DNA analysis, he said.

According to Lalremsanga,

specimens of the snake were first
collected in Mizoram in 2008, but
were earlier considered part of a
widely distributed Southeast Asian
species.

The new study establishes that
the Mizoram population represents

a distinct evolutionary lineage
unique to the state, he said.

The research team analysed
specimens collected over more
than a decade from forested areas
in and around Aizawl, Reiek, Sih-
phir and Sawlêng, as well as parts

of Mamit and Kolasib districts, he
added.

Lalremsanga said genetic com-
parisons revealed that the Mizoram
reed snake differs by over 15 per
cent from its closest known rela-
tives, a level of divergence consid-
ered sufficient to recognise a new
species.

The species is currently con-
firmed only from Mizoram, though
its presence in neighbouring re-
gions cannot be ruled out, he said.

“Its occurrence in other parts of
India remains unverified, but it is
likely to be present in adjoining
states such as Manipur, Nagaland
and Assam. A possible extension
into the Chittagong region of
Bangladesh also requires further
confirmation,” noted the study.

The genus Calamaria comprises
69 (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

‘Vote theft’ slogan echoes in Guwahati
HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Jan 6: The Con-
gress party on Tuesday staged a
strong protest at the Manabendra
Sharma Complex in Dispur, alleg-
ing large-scale irregularities in
Assam’s recently published draft
electoral rolls and accusing the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
the Election Commission of India
(ECI) of attempting to influence
the outcome of the forthcoming
Assam Assembly elections through
voter list manipulation.

The protest was organised by the
Guwahati Metropolitan District
Congress and saw the participation
of several senior party leaders, in-
cluding Assam Pradesh Mahila
Congress president Mira
Borthakur, APCC Media Depart-
ment chairman Bedabrata Bora,
Youth Congress leaders and other
party functionaries.

Addressing the gathering, Con-
gress leaders described the draft
electoral rolls as “deeply flawed,”
alleging that the names of un-
known voters were being added to

households of genuine residents,
while eligible voters were being ar-
bitrarily deleted. 

They claimed that in multiple lo-
calities, unfamiliar names had ap-
peared within a single family’s
voter list, raising serious concerns
about the credibility and trans-
parency of the revision process.

The protest witnessed intense
sloganeering against the BJP and
the Election Commission, with
party workers alleging a systematic

attempt at “vote theft.” 
Police were deployed outside

the complex to maintain law and
order as tensions briefly flared dur-
ing the demonstration.

Leading the Mahila Congress
contingent, Mira Borthakur alleged
that the voter list revision exercise
was being misused to engineer
electoral outcomes instead of en-
suring free and fair elections. 

“We strongly condemn attempts
to conduct the Assam Assembly

elections through vote theft. The
Election Commission is acting like
a BJP morcha. We will not allow
elections to be held on the basis of
error-filled voter lists,” she said,
demanding a CBI probe into the al-
leged role of Assam BJP president
Dilip Saikia.

Youth Congress leaders echoed
similar concerns, warning that the
alleged discrepancies posed a seri-
ous threat to democratic rights in
the state. 

Iftekhar Younis, General Secre-
tary of the APCC Media Depart-
ment, alleged that during the
Special Intensive Revision process,
voters from other states were being
enrolled in Assam, while genuine
Assamese voters were being ex-
cluded.

“What Rahul Gandhi had earlier
flagged as vote theft is now visible
on the ground. Elections should be
fought on development and gover-
nance, not by manipulating voter
lists,” Younis said.

The Congress also drew paral-
lels with (CONTD. ON PAGE-2) 

Irregularities in draft poll rolls alleged: Assam Cong
launches protest      CM, State BJP pin charges  

B’desh situation may impact Assam: CM
BOKAKHAT, Jan 6: Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Tuesday said the ongoing situation in
Bangladesh is a matter of concern and the state may
witness some impact of it in the coming days.

Sarma also claimed that the “jihadi elements” have
always remained in the state and it may still be there
as “sleeper cells”.

“Whatever is happening in Bangladesh, is a cause
of concern for us. Torture on Hindus are increasing
day by day. The situation is worrying and we may see
its effect in Assam too,” he told reporters on the side-
lines of an official function here.

There has been a spate of violence targeting Hindus
in Bangladesh in the last few weeks, and mob violence
or clandestine attacks have emerged as a major crisis
in the changed political landscape.

“So, we have to remain cautious and monitor the
situation. We will also have to give courage to
Bangladesh’s Hindu society,” Sarma said.

As per the 2022 census, the Hindu population in
Bangladesh is approximately 13.13 million, which ac-
counts for about 7.95 per cent of the country’s total
population.

Talking about fundamentalist activities in Assam,
the CM said, “Jihadis are there in Assam and we are

getting its proof repeatedly in the last 10 years. There
may be some elements hiding somewhere even now,
may be they are part of the sleep cells. These are all
matters of concern.”

Assam’s security has always been an issue of con-
cern and it will remain so until there is an improve-
ment in the entire geopolitical issue, he added.

In December last year, 11 people were arrested in
Assam and Tripura for their alleged links with
Bangladesh-based fundamentalist groups that were
aiming to destabilise the Northeast, according to the
police. (PTI)

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Jan 6: A devastating fire broke out at
the residence of Rajab Ali and Matiur Rahman at
Borghuli under Uluwani Police Station in Kaliabor
area of Nagaon district on Tuesday, claiming the life
of a three-month-old infant and leaving two others
injured.

The fire reportedly originated in the kitchen and
quickly spread, engulfing two residential houses. 

The injured have been identified as Rakibul Hus-
sain (3) and Nazima Khatun (26), who are currently
undergoing treatment at a nearby hospital.

Both houses were completely gutted in the blaze,
with losses estimated to run into several lakh rupees,
including cash and important documents.

Upon receiving information, police personnel
from Uluwani Police Station and Sulong Police Out-
post rushed to the spot and initiated an investigation. 

Firefighters from Ambagan and Kaliabor fire sta-
tions managed to bring the fire under control after
sustained efforts.

The tragic incident has cast a pall of gloom over
the locality, with residents mourning the loss of the
infant and expressing concern over the sudden
blaze.

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, Jan 6: Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma visited
Jorhat on Tuesday and inspected
the under-construction Freedom
Memorial Park, one of the key
heritage projects being developed
in the town. 

During the visit, the chief min-
ister interacted with the media and
shared his views on state politics,
governance issues and upcoming
infrastructure projects.

Commenting on Raijor Dal
leader Akhil Gogoi, the chief min-
ister said he regularly watches
Gogoi’s live videos and suggested
that journalists should also follow
them. 

In a lighter remark, he said that
when Gogoi skipped a live ses-
sion one day, he became con-

cerned about his health and asked
minister Pijush Hazarika to check
on him.

Referring to the 2026 Assembly
elections, Sarma said the BJP was
fully prepared and that discus-
sions would be held across all 126
Assembly constituencies. 

He said the BJP-led alliance
was likely to contest around 103
seats, adding that candidate selec-
tion within the party is largely
done through internal consulta-
tions rather than complicated
processes.

Addressing the issue of evic-
tion, Sarma said that those who
had been evicted would not have
their names included in the voter
list, but clarified that they could
continue to stay at their present
locations.

Criticising the Congress party’s
slogan “Save Caste, Save Land,”
the chief minister questioned
which caste the party was refer-
ring to and said the Congress
should be explicit about its intent. 

He also took a dig at Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi, remark-
ing that despite multiple visits to
Assam, including visits to tea gar-
dens, she had failed to bring tan-
gible benefits to the state.

On the development front,
Sarma announced that the Free-
dom Memorial Park in Jorhat and
the flyover from Barua Chariali
to Bhogdoi Bridge are likely to
be opened to the public in Feb-
ruary, adding that both projects
would significantly enhance the
town’s infrastructure and public
spaces.

Himanta lampoons Akhil
Gogoi’s live videos

GUWAHATI, Jan 6: Assam’s Leader of
Opposition Debabrata Saikia wrote to
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar, alleging “serious irregularities” in
the draft electoral rolls of the state, pub-
lished after a Special Revision (SR).

The senior Congress leader demanded
the halt of the finalisation of the electoral
rolls until “all irregularities are thoroughly
verified and resolved” to ensure the re-
moval of any unauthorised or “unknown”
voter entries.

Assam has registered a 1.35 per cent in-
crease in the number of voters as per the
integrated draft electoral roll for the state,
published on December 30 after the SR
was conducted, with months left for the as-
sembly elections.

“I am writing to express my deep con-
cern regarding serious irregularities ob-
served during the ongoing SR of electoral
rolls in Assam. Media reports and ground-
level feedback indicate unauthorised inclu-
sion of non-Assamese speaking voters and
other procedural lapses that threaten the in-
tegrity of the electoral process,” Saikia said

in his letter to Kumar on Monday.
He alleged that specific instances have

come to light where “unknown” persons
have been added as voters in households
without the knowledge of residents.

Saikia cited examples of four non-As-
samese individuals enrolled at House No
44 and 15 on Tayabulla Road in Guwahati
unbeknownst to the family, while voter en-
tries have been seen against non-existent
Household No 00 in the Nazira con-
stituency.

Saikia demanded that the CEC conduct
a swift and transparent investigation into
all reported discrepancies and make the

findings public.
“Halt the finalisation of electoral rolls

until all irregularities are thoroughly veri-
fied and resolved, ensuring the removal of
any unauthorised or ‘unknown’ voter en-
tries,” he said.

Saikia also asked the poll panel to im-
plement a uniform addressing system and
strengthen verification protocols to prevent
such issues.

“Elections are the cornerstone of our
democracy, and any compromise in the ac-
curacy of electoral rolls erodes public con-
fidence and democratic values. I trust the
ECI will take decisive action to uphold the
sanctity of the electoral process in Assam,”
he added.

The draft roll reflected a total of
2,52,01,624 electors, representing a 1.35
per cent increase from the previous final
roll published in January 2025.

A total of 7,86,841 additions and
4,47,196 deletions have taken place from
January 6 to December 27 last year.

During the SR process, 4,78,992 de-
ceased electors and (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

‘Voters exist in non-existent Household No 00 in Nazira’Three-month-old infant dies,
two injured in fire in Kaliabor

(Contd. on Pg-2)

SPP appointment after
Jan 9 Cabinet meet

ITANAGAR, Jan 6: Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema
Khandu on Tuesday said he has di-
rected officers to identify and de-
molish all illegal religious structures
in the state capital.

The development came in the
backdrop of agitation by youth or-
ganisations, alleging that illegal im-
migrants are erecting unauthorised
religious structures in the Itanagar
Capital Region (ICR).

Speaking to reporters, Khandu
said, “I have instructed the deputy
commissioners to identify and de-
molish all unauthorised religious
structures in the state capital.”

He said Arunachal Pradesh is
protected by the Inner Line Permit
(ILP) system under the Bengal
Eastern Frontier Regulation
(BEFR), 1873, which regulates the
entry of non-residents to safeguard

indigenous communities, land and
culture.

Khandu said the state govern-
ment would soon roll out a new
digitised ILP system to more effec-
tively check illegal immigration.

“Earlier, the ILP system could not
be properly monitored. We have

now migrated to a digital platform.
After cabinet approval, new rules
will come into force,” he said.

The CM said that under the new
system, employers bringing labour-
ers from outside the state would be
required to inform the government
for (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Illegal religious structures to be demolished in
Itanagar, ILP system to be tightened: CM Khandu

Oil pipeline burst
in Tingkhong,

farmland affected
HT Correspondent

DIBRUGARH, Jan 6: A crude oil
pipeline belonging to Oil India
Limited burst at Shalmari Dighalia
Gaon in Tingkhong area of Dibru-
garh on Monday night, leading to
continuous leakage of crude oil
and causing damage to nearby
agricultural land and fish-farming
ponds.

The incident occurred at around
10 pm, following which crude oil
reportedly spread rapidly across
the area. 

The spill entered adjoining farm-
lands and fish-rearing ponds, re-
sulting in the death of several fish
and causing losses to local farmers
and pisciculturists.

Residents alleged that the
pipeline was extremely old and
vulnerable to repeated failures, ac-
cusing the Oil India management
of neglecting long-term safety
measures. 

The sharp smell of crude oil
quickly spread through the locality,
triggering panic among villagers,
who feared the possibility of a
major fire.

Local resident Monimanik
Gogoi said a loud sound was heard
around 10 pm, after which vil-
lagers discovered crude oil spilling
from the burst pipeline. 

He added that fire tenders from
Oil India rushed to the spot and
took immediate steps to control the
leakage and prevent a larger
mishap.

“The pipelines are very old and
should be replaced. There are
around 50 oil wells in our village,
including two OCS and one DCS.
Oil India should take necessary
steps to replace the ageing
pipelines,” he said, adding that a
major incident was narrowly
averted due to timely intervention.

Meanwhile, the spill has caused
concern among residents, who
have demanded urgent repair and
replacement of old pipelines to
prevent similar incidents in the fu-
ture.

Five suspected 
peddlers arrested with

drugs worth ` 2 cr

GUWAHATI, Jan 6: Five sus-
pected drug peddlers were arrested
with drugs worth ` 2 crore in
Assam’s Cachar district, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
said. The seizure was made from
two different vehicles in the dis-
trict, he said.

“@Cacharpolice intercepted two
vehicles at Sunabarighat Bypass,
seized 406 g of heroin worth ` 2
crore and arrested 5 peddlers,” he
said in a post on X on Monday
night. “Fast rides, short run... Drug
routes in Assam don’t lead far, they
end here! Kudos to @assampo-
lice... #AssamAgainstDrugs,” he
added. (PTI)
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It is our choices, Harry, that show what we truly
are, far more than our abilities - J.K. Rowlin

Trump’s onslaught 
on Venezuela

During the past one year, perhaps no other man has
garnered so much news headlines and space as the
American President Donald Trump. This is not due

to any of his humane policies or pro-people announcements,
but based solely on his quirky and unpredictable executive
orders undermining the global political, diplomatic, and eco-
nomic rules-based governance or a lack of comprehension
on how to run a superpower. After a hiatus of four years,
Trump came back as the 47th American president, promising
to get the 14 years-old Russia-Ukraine war ended within 24
hours of assuming office, though nothing of that sort has
happened in the last one year. Immediately after assuming
office, he started a whimsical Tariff War against almost every
nation and vowed to colonialise Greenland and run over
Mexico. The latest folly, which this foaming at the mouth
American president has committed is a completely flagrant
violation of international norms and the respect for any sov-
ereign country. Trump’s second term is marked by aggres-
sive foreign actions, including the military capture of
Venezuela’s President Nicolás Maduro and threats toward
Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, and renewed interest in Green-
land, sparking global backlash and concerns over US power
projection.

Trump’s second term as United States president is increas-
ingly being defined by an aggressive projection of power far
beyond America’s borders. Following the dramatic US mil-
itary operation in Venezuela and the capture of President
Maduro, Trump has signalled that his ambitions stretch
across the Western Hemisphere and into the Arctic, trigger-
ing alarm from Latin America to Europe. He has also mused
about the idea of kidnapping another president, Colombia’s
Gustavo Petro, and said Venezuela’s vice president Delcy
Rodríguez, will suffer “a fate worse than Maduro” if she fails
to fall in line. Maduro’s ouster has been justified in the name
of combating “narco-terrorism.” He has been called the “narco
dictator” of a “narco regime.” Maduro’s government was in-
deed up to its neck in drug smuggling. But the stress placed on
this issue reflects a persistent failing in the US approach to Latin
America—what we could perhaps call narcolepsy.

Trump’s wrath against Latin American countries started
with his spat against Mexico and operations to take control
of the Panama Canal. But why is Trump adopting an aggres-
sive posture against the Latin American countries? The rea-
son mostly is based on his temperament to treat every issue
in economic terms and his promise of MAGA. It is not a hid-
den fact that in the past 25 years, China has made inroads
into every Latin American country just like Asia and Africa,
China runs its bases and companies from every Latin Amer-
ican country. So, Trump’s game plan is not just to occupy or
subjugate Venezuela just for its oil, but as evident from his
statements he is basically trying to ramp-up the American
presence in every Latin American country.

Social media entered public
life with the promise of de-
mocratisation of expression.

It was celebrated as a platform that
would flatten hierarchies, amplify
marginal voices and make power
more accountable by placing infor-
mation directly in the hands of cit-
izens. In its early years, it appeared
to revive civic participation by con-
necting people across geography,
class and ideology. Yet, over time,
this promise has curdled into a par-
adox. The very platforms that
claimed to strengthen democracy
are now widely seen as contribut-
ing to its erosion. The unchecked
spread of misinformation, the ma-
nipulation of public opinion and the
weakening of democratic institu-
tions have become defining fea-
tures of the digital age, raising
urgent questions about the future of
democratic societies.

At the heart of this crisis lies the
transformation of information it-
self. In traditional democracies, in-
formation moved through relatively
slow, regulated and accountable
channels such as newspapers, pub-
lic broadcasters and academic insti-
tutions. These spaces were
imperfect and often exclusionary,
but they were bound by profes-
sional norms, editorial scrutiny and
legal responsibility. Social media
dismantled these gatekeeping
mechanisms. Anyone can now pub-
lish anything instantly to a poten-
tially global audience. While this
has expanded freedom of expres-
sion, it has also collapsed the dis-
tinction between verified
information, opinion, propaganda
and outright falsehood. In this en-
vironment, truth competes on un-
equal terms with sensationalism,
emotion and outrage.

Misinformation thrives on social
media because of the economic
logic that governs these platforms.
Algorithms are designed not to pro-
mote accuracy or public interest but
to maximise engagement. Content
that provokes anger, fear or moral
outrage travels faster and farther
than nuanced analysis or verified
reporting. False claims are often
simpler, more dramatic and more
emotionally charged than the truth,

giving them a structural advantage
in digital spaces. Over time, users
are nudged into echo chambers
where their existing beliefs are re-
inforced and dissenting views are
filtered out. This algorithmic cura-
tion fragments the public sphere,
replacing shared realities with par-
allel versions of truth.

The consequences for demo-
cratic debate are profound. Democ-
racy depends not only on free
expression but also on a common
factual ground on which disagree-
ments can occur. When citizens no
longer agree on basic facts, demo-
cratic deliberation becomes impos-
sible. Political opponents are no
longer seen as adversaries with dif-
ferent viewpoints but as enemies
living in an entirely different real-
ity. Social media accelerates this
process by rewarding polarisation.
Extreme voices gain prominence,
while moderate and reasoned per-
spectives are drowned out. The re-
sult is a coarsening of public
discourse that undermines mutual
trust, a foundational element of
democratic life.

Misinformation has also become
a powerful political weapon. Or-
ganised campaigns, often backed
by political parties, interest groups
or even foreign actors, exploit so-
cial media to influence elections
and public opinion. False narratives
are carefully crafted and strategi-
cally disseminated to discredit op-
ponents, delegitimise institutions
and inflame social divisions. The
speed and scale of social media
make it difficult for fact-checkers
or regulators to respond in time. By
the time a false claim is debunked,
it has already shaped perceptions
and emotions. In many cases, the
correction never reaches the same
audience that consumed the false-
hood.

This phenomenon has weakened
faith in democratic institutions.
When misinformation repeatedly
portrays courts, election commis-
sions, legislatures or the media as
corrupt or conspiratorial, public
confidence erodes. Citizens begin
to doubt not only specific decisions
but the legitimacy of the system it-
self. This distrust creates fertile

ground for authoritarian narratives
that promise strong leadership and
simple solutions in place of demo-
cratic complexity. Ironically, plat-
forms that were meant to empower
citizens are increasingly being used
to justify the concentration of
power and the undermining of
checks and balances.

The impact of social media mis-
information is particularly severe in
diverse and unequal societies. In
countries with deep social, reli-
gious or ethnic divisions, false nar-
ratives can rapidly escalate into
violence. Rumours spread through
messaging platforms have triggered
lynchings, communal clashes and
mass panic. In such contexts, mis-
information does not merely distort
democratic debate but poses a di-
rect threat to social cohesion and

public safety. The digital sphere
amplifies existing prejudices, turn-
ing them into viral narratives that
are difficult to contain.

Another troubling dimension is
the erosion of journalism. Social
media has disrupted the economic
model of traditional news organisa-
tions, reducing advertising rev-
enues and weakening professional
reporting. At the same time, it po-
sitions itself as a substitute for jour-
nalism, even though it lacks
editorial responsibility. News is
consumed in fragmented snippets,
often stripped of context. The au-
thority of journalists is challenged
by influencers, anonymous ac-
counts and partisan pages that
mimic the appearance of news
without adhering to its standards.
As trust in media declines, citi-
zens become more susceptible to
misinformation, creating a vi-
cious cycle.

The psychological effects of
constant exposure to misinforma-
tion further deepen democratic de-
cline. Repeated encounters with
conflicting claims can lead to infor-
mation fatigue and cynicism. When
people feel unable to distinguish
truth from falsehood, they may dis-

engage altogether. This withdrawal
from civic life weakens democratic
participation and leaves decision-
making to more organised and
often more extreme groups.
Democracy does not only collapse
through coups or constitutional
changes; it also withers when citi-
zens lose faith in the value of in-
formed engagement.

Attempts to regulate social
media have so far produced mixed
results. Governments face a gen-
uine dilemma. On one hand, there
is a need to curb harmful misinfor-
mation and hold platforms account-
able. On the other hand, excessive
regulation risks infringing on free
expression and can be misused to
silence dissent. In several cases,
governments have invoked the
fight against misinformation to jus-

tify censorship, surveillance and
control over digital spaces. This
selective approach undermines
democratic norms and reinforces
fears that regulation is less about

protecting truth and more about
protecting power.

Technology companies, for their
part, have been reluctant to accept
full responsibility. While they ac-
knowledge the problem and invest
in fact-checking initiatives or con-
tent moderation, these measures
often remain reactive and insuffi-
cient. The fundamental incentive
structure of these platforms remains
unchanged. As long as profit de-
pends on engagement, misinforma-
tion will continue to flourish.
Self-regulation, driven by corporate
interests, cannot substitute for a
broader democratic conversation
about the role of technology in pub-
lic life.

Addressing the crisis requires a
multi-layered response. Media lit-
eracy must become a central com-
ponent of democratic education.
Citizens need the skills to evaluate
sources, question narratives and
recognise manipulation. This is not
merely a technical skill but a civic
one, essential for participation in a
digital democracy. At the same
time, independent journalism must
be strengthened through public
support, legal protection and sus-
tainable funding models. A healthy

democracy needs credible institu-
tions that can counter misinforma-
tion with depth, context and
accountability.

Equally important is the creation
of transparent and accountable reg-
ulatory frameworks for social
media platforms. These should be
based on democratic principles
rather than executive discretion.
Clear standards for algorithmic
transparency, data use and content
moderation can help align digital
platforms with the public interest.
International cooperation is also
crucial, as misinformation does not
respect national boundaries. Dem-
ocratic societies must recognise
that the digital public sphere is now
a shared global space requiring col-
lective responsibility. 

Ultimately, the challenge posed
by social media and misinforma-
tion is not merely technological but
moral and political. Democracy has
always depended on a balance be-
tween freedom and responsibility.
The digital age has expanded free-
dom of expression beyond any-
thing previously imaginable, but
responsibility has not kept pace.
Reclaiming that balance is essential
if democracy is to survive and
adapt. Social media, like any pow-
erful tool, can either strengthen or
weaken democratic life. Its current
trajectory suggests that without
conscious intervention, it will con-
tinue to deepen divisions and cor-
rode trust.

The decline of democracy in the
age of social media is not in-
evitable. It is the result of choices
made by governments, corpora-
tions and citizens. Recognising
misinformation as a systemic threat
rather than a series of isolated inci-
dents is the first step towards ad-
dressing it. Democracy cannot
function in an environment where
truth is endlessly contested and ma-
nipulation is normalised. Preserv-
ing democratic values in the digital
era demands vigilance, reform and
a renewed commitment to the idea
that informed citizens are the true
foundation of self-governance.
(The author is the recipient of the
‘Yuba Lekhak Sanman - 2025’
from the Government of Assam)

By: Dipak Kurmi

The modern global order of oil, cur-
rency, and power can be traced back
to a pivotal arrangement forged in

1974 between the United States and Saudi
Arabia under the stewardship of then US
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger. This
agreement ensured that oil traded across the
world would be priced exclusively in US
dollars, giving birth to what later came to be
known as the petrodollar system. The con-
sequences of this deal were far-reaching and
transformative. By tying the world’s most
essential commodity to its currency, the
United States created an artificial yet pow-
erful global demand for dollars. Every coun-
try, regardless of its political alignment, had
to earn or borrow dollars to secure energy
supplies. This arrangement enabled the US
to print money with relative impunity while
forcing other nations to accumulate wealth
through labor, trade, and austerity. Over
time, this monetary privilege became a cor-
nerstone of American global dominance,
and any challenge to it was treated not as an
economic disagreement but as a strategic
threat. History shows that leaders who at-
tempted to deviate from the dollar-dominated
oil trade paid a heavy price. In 2000, Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein announced that
Iraq would sell its oil in euros instead of US
dollars, a move that directly challenged the
foundations of the petrodollar system. Three
years later, the United States invaded Iraq
under the pretext that Saddam possessed
chemical weapons that posed a global threat.
Those weapons were never found, yet the
invasion dismantled the Iraqi state, placed
its oil industry under effective Western con-
trol, and restored oil sales in dollars. Sad-
dam Hussein was eventually captured and
executed, becoming a stark symbol of what
happens when a resource-rich country de-
fies the monetary order imposed by Wash-
ington. The stated justifications of security
and weapons of mass destruction failed to
conceal the deeper economic motivations
behind the war.

A similar pattern emerged in Libya less
than a decade later. In 2009, Colonel Muam-
mar Gaddafi proposed the creation of a
gold-backed African currency, often re-
ferred to as the gold dinar, which he envi-
sioned as a medium for selling oil and other
resources. Such a currency would have un-
dermined the dominance of the dollar and
euro in African and Middle Eastern trade. In
2011, NATO forces bombed Libya under
the banner of humanitarian intervention, and
Gaddafi was brutally killed. With his death,
the idea of the gold dinar was buried, and
Libya was plunged into prolonged instabil-
ity. Once again, a leader who sought mone-
tary independence through control over
natural resources was removed, and the
global financial hierarchy remained intact.

Today, Venezuela stands at the centre of
this unfolding historical continuum. Pos-
sessing oil reserves estimated to be five
times larger than those of Iraq and Libya
combined, Venezuela represents a far more

consequential challenge to the petrodollar
system. Under President Nicolás Maduro,
the country began selling oil in Chinese
yuan and sought closer economic and strate-
gic ties with China, Russia, and Iran, the
three major powers most actively trading
outside the dollar framework. Maduro also
expressed Venezuela’s desire to join the
BRICS group, which includes Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China, and South Africa, a bloc
actively developing payment systems that
bypass the US dollar. Venezuela’s estimated
303 billion barrels of oil would have signif-
icantly strengthened this alternative eco-
nomic architecture. Compounding
Washington’s anger, Caracas expelled
American oil corporations, asserting na-
tional control over resources that the US had
long treated as its own.

The rhetoric from Washington has been
revealing. Just weeks ago, US Homeland
Security Advisor Stephen Miller declared
that American sweat, intellect, and hard
work had built Venezuela’s oil industry, call-
ing its nationalisation the largest robbery of
American property in history. This argu-
ment implicitly claims that natural resources
belong indefinitely to foreign corporations
if they were first exploited by them, render-
ing every act of nationalisation across the
Global South a form of theft. Such reason-
ing exposes the deeper anxiety behind US
actions: the petrodollar system is showing
signs of erosion. Russia, after its conflict
with Ukraine, has shifted significant por-
tions of its oil trade to rubles and yuan.
Saudi Arabia has openly discussed settling
oil trade in yuan. Iran has, for years, con-
ducted energy transactions in currencies
other than the dollar. The dollar’s domi-
nance is no longer unchallenged, and
Venezuela’s defiance threatens to accelerate
this decline. Against this backdrop, the re-
cent US military actions against Venezuela
have drawn widespread condemnation. US
President Donald Trump has claimed that
the assault was intended to curb drug traf-
ficking, eradicate terrorism, and restore
democracy. Yet no credible evidence has
been produced to show that Maduro leads a
terrorist organisation, and the US continues
to support Saudi Arabia, a country that has
never held democratic elections. Trump,
who once described himself as a messiah of
peace and openly spoke about deserving the
Nobel Peace Prize, has now overseen an at-
tack that resulted in the detention of
Venezuela’s elected president. Images of
Nicolás Maduro in custody circulating on
social media have inevitably evoked mem-
ories of Saddam Hussein’s capture, reinforc-
ing fears that history is repeating itself with
grim precision.

Reports indicate that US forces launched
attacks in the early hours of Saturday, strik-
ing Caracas and key military installations
such as the La Carlota airstrip and the Fuerte
Tiuna base. Explosions were heard across
residential areas, raising concerns about
civilian casualties. The US Attorney Gen-
eral has announced legal proceedings
against Maduro and his wife in the Southern

District of New York, while Venezuelan
Vice President Delcy Rodríguez has pub-
licly stated that the government lacks clear
information about the president’s condition.
Venezuela’s Defence Minister Vladimir
Padrino López has confirmed troop deploy-
ments across the country and vowed resist-
ance against foreign aggression, calling on
citizens to unite against what he described
as the greatest attack in the nation’s history.
Russia, China, and Colombia have all con-
demned the assault, with Moscow explicitly
calling it an armed attack that must be de-
nounced by the international community.

The personal history of Nicolás Maduro,
as outlined by agencies such as Reuters,
complicates the simplistic narratives often
presented in Western media. Born into a
working-class family on November 23,
1962, Maduro’s father was a union activist,
and Maduro himself drove a bus during
Hugo Chávez’s failed coup attempt in 1992.
He later worked tirelessly to secure
Chávez’s release from prison and became a
committed supporter of his Marxist vision.
Maduro rose through the ranks of Venezue-
lan politics, serving as a parliamentarian,
National Assembly president, and foreign
minister before narrowly winning the pres-
idency in 2013 after Chávez’s death. His
tenure has been marked by severe economic
crisis, hyperinflation, shortages, and allega-
tions of human rights abuses, including crack-
downs on protests in 2014 and 2017. Yet these
domestic failures do not negate the illegality
of foreign military intervention or the right of
a nation to control its own resources. The
broader implications of the attack on
Venezuela extend far beyond Latin America.
BRICS nations are watching closely as a coun-
try that challenged the dollar faces military
punishment. Trump’s open suggestion that
questioning the dollar could invite bombing
may, paradoxically, hasten the currency’s de-
cline by convincing developing nations that
collective resistance is their only defence
against economic coercion. When a state must
rely on bombs to sustain faith in its currency,
that currency’s moral and structural founda-
tions are already eroding. If the confrontation
escalates, it risks drawing in China, Russia,
and Iran, potentially igniting a conflict with
global consequences.

In the end, the assault on Venezuela rep-
resents more than a geopolitical dispute; it
is a struggle over the future of the global fi-
nancial system. By forcibly removing
elected governments and installing compli-
ant regimes, the United States seeks to pre-
serve a monetary order that increasingly
fails to compete on merit alone. Such ac-
tions undermine international law, weaken
America’s democratic credibility, and push
the world closer to fragmentation and con-
flict. If history has taught anything, it is that
empires that cling to dominance through
force rather than consent hasten their own
decline. Venezuela today stands where Iraq
once stood, and the world must decide
whether it will allow history to repeat itself
yet again in silence. (the writer can be
reached at dipakkurmiglpltd@gmail.com)

By: Satyabrat Borah

The pension system for govern-
ment employees in India has un-
dergone significant

transformations over the past two
decades, reflecting a delicate balance
between ensuring financial security for
public servants and maintaining fiscal
sustainability for the nation. At the
heart of this evolution lies the Old Pen-
sion Scheme (OPS), a defined benefit
plan that provided retirees with a guar-
anteed monthly pension equal to 50
percent of their last drawn basic pay,
adjusted periodically for inflation
through Dearness Relief. This scheme,
inherited from the British era, offered
unparalleled security: no contributions
were required from employees, the
government bore the entire cost, and
families received continued support in
the event of the employee’s demise.
For millions of government workers,
OPS represented not just financial sta-
bility but dignity in retirement after
years of dedicated service to the coun-
try.

However, the unfunded nature of
OPS posed growing challenges. As
India’s workforce expanded, life ex-
pectancy increased, and salaries rose
with periodic pay commissions, pen-
sion expenditures ballooned. By the
early 2000s, pension outgo had become
a substantial burden on the exchequer,
diverting funds from critical areas like
education, healthcare, and infrastruc-
ture. Studies highlighted that without
reform, this liability could strain future
generations, as current taxpayers
funded pensions for past employees—
a phenomenon known as intergenera-
tional inequity. In response, the central
government introduced the National
Pension System (NPS) in 2004 for new
recruits. NPS shifted to a defined con-
tribution model, where employees con-
tribute 10 percent of their basic pay
plus Dearness Allowance, matched by
a government contribution (initially 10
percent, later raised to 14 percent). The
accumulated corpus is invested in mar-
ket-linked instruments such as equities,
bonds, and government securities, aim-
ing for higher returns over the long
term. At retirement, up to 60 percent
can be withdrawn as a lump sum (tax-
free), while the remainder purchases an
annuity for monthly pension payments.

While NPS addressed fiscal con-
cerns by creating a funded corpus and
reducing unfunded liabilities, it intro-
duced uncertainty. Pension amounts
depend on market performance; poor
returns could mean inadequate income
in old age, especially amid inflation or
economic downturns. Employees
voiced strong dissatisfaction, arguing
that public service jobs often involve
lower salaries during active years,
compensated by post-retirement secu-

rity. Protests erupted, and several states
like Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Jhark-
hand, Punjab, and Himachal Pradesh
reverted to OPS for their employees,
despite warnings from bodies like the
Reserve Bank of India about escalating
costs potentially crowding out develop-
mental spending.

Recognizing these grievances, the
central government launched the Uni-
fied Pension Scheme (UPS) in 2024,
effective from April 1, 2025. UPS
serves as an optional alternative under
the NPS framework, allowing existing
NPS subscribers to switch irrevocably.
It retains the contributory structure,em-
ployees contribute 10 percent, while
the government ups its share to 18.5
percent,but guarantees benefits akin to
OPS. Employees with at least 25 years
of service receive 50 percent of the av-
erage basic pay over the last 12 months
as pension, with a minimum of Rs
10,000 monthly after 10 years. Dear-
ness Relief adjusts for inflation, family
pension is assured at 60 percent, and a
lump sum payment (1/10th of monthly
emoluments for every six months of
service) supplements gratuity without
reducing the pension. As of early 2026,
UPS has gained traction, with central
employees exercising options and
some states considering adoption,
though uptake varies.

Comparing the three schemes re-
veals stark differences. OPS is fully
government-funded with zero em-
ployee contribution, delivering fixed,
inflation-indexed pensions but impos-
ing heavy unfunded burdens—esti-
mates suggest reverting nationally
could multiply costs several times over
NPS levels. NPS minimizes govern-
ment liability through contributions
and market investments, offering po-
tential for higher corpora but exposing
retirees to volatility. UPS strikes a mid-
dle path: contributory yet guaranteed,
providing predictability without the full
fiscal strain of OPS. For risk-averse
employees valuing stability, UPS or
OPS appeal more; those optimistic
about markets might prefer NPS for
larger lump sums.

Yet, even with UPS in place, de-
mands for OPS restoration persist into
2026. Employee unions argue that
while fiscal prudence matters, the gov-
ernment’s primary duty is to safeguard
those who serve the nation. Public ser-
vants often accept modest pay scales,
remote postings, and demanding roles,
relying on retirement security as de-
ferred compensation. Market-linked
schemes like NPS leave retirees vul-
nerable, especially lower-grade em-
ployees with smaller corpora.
Moreover, a glaring disparity fuels re-
sentment: Members of Parliament and
state legislators continue to enjoy gen-
erous pensions under separate laws.
Even a single term qualifies them for

lifelong benefits, often starting at sub-
stantial amounts with incremental in-
creases for additional terms, plus
Dearness Relief—all funded by tax-
payers. Many politicians draw dual
pensions if they served in both houses
or held prior government posts. Critics
highlight this as inequity: decades of
service for ordinary employees yield
uncertain or contributory pensions,
while brief political tenures guarantee
lavish security.

This perceived double standard am-
plifies calls for equity. If lawmakers re-
tain OPS-like benefits, why deny them
to bureaucrats, teachers, police, and
other frontline workers who execute
policies on the ground? Restoring OPS,
proponents assert, would boost morale,
attract talent to public service, and
honor long-term contributions. In states
that reverted, employee satisfaction re-
portedly rose, though at the cost of
strained budgets.

On the fiscal side, the central gov-
ernment maintains that full OPS
restoration is untenable. Pension ex-
penditures already form a significant
budget portion, and revival could derail
deficit targets—projected at 4.4 percent
of GDP for 2025-26 amid ongoing con-
solidation efforts. Resources must pri-
oritize growth drivers like
infrastructure and social welfare. UPS,
officials contend, offers the best com-
promise: assured benefits funded sus-
tainably through higher contributions
and corpus investments.

Nevertheless, considering employ-
ees’ future warrants serious reconsider-
ation of OPS. In an era of rising living
costs and longer lifespans, retirement
anxiety undermines productivity and
well-being. Government service de-
mands sacrifice; denying secure pen-
sions risks eroding public trust. While
UPS marks progress, it falls short of
OPS’s complete assurance—no em-
ployee contributions, full government
backing. With economic growth pro-
jected robustly and revenues improv-
ing, phased restoration could be
feasible, perhaps limited to certain cat-
egories or offset by adjustments else-
where.

Ultimately, the pension debate tran-
scends numbers; it touches on fairness,
gratitude, and societal values. Employ-
ees deserve peace of mind after life-
long service, free from market whims.
Politicians’ privileges underscore the
need for uniform standards. As India
aspires to developed status, investing
in human capital includes securing re-
tirees’ dignity. Restoring OPS nation-
ally may challenge budgets short-term
but yield long-term gains in loyalty and
efficiency. UPS provides a bridge, yet
true security lies in reverting to the old
scheme’s promise: a guaranteed,
worry-free retirement for those who
build the nation.

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

Baghdad to Caracas: The 
return of a troubling US pattern

Restore OPS: Secure retirement
for government employees
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Congress supports Bangladesh and
Pakistan: Minister Pijush Hazarika

HT Correspondent
JAGIROAD, Jan 6: Jagiroad MLA and Water
Resources Minister Pijush Hazarika on Tuesday
launched his election campaign by participating
in the BJP’s wall-painting drive in Jagiroad, a

day after Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
inaugurated the party’s campaign by painting
walls with party symbols.

Speaking on the occasion, Hazarika said the
BJP-led coalition government in Assam has

ushered in a new phase of development over the
past 10 years, with visible progress at every
level.  He thanked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
for their efforts in accelerating Assam’s devel-
opment.

Highlighting industrial growth, the minister
said the Tata Semiconductor Project at Jagiroad
would generate employment for nearly 29,000
people and is among five major projects being
implemented in the country. 

He said the project would create both direct
and indirect employment opportunities for
youths and described it as a matter of pride for
the people of the Jagiroad constituency.

Hazarika further claimed that the Congress
party supports Bangladesh and Pakistan and al-
leged that people of Assam no longer attach im-
portance to the Congress’s views because of
what he termed the party’s inclination towards
the two neighbouring countries.

He asserted that the people of Jagiroad would
remain grateful for what he described as the
strong coordination between the Prime Minister
and the chief minister, which, according to him,
has played a key role in driving development
across the State.

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Jan 6: A preparatory
meeting in connection with the
proposed visit of chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma from Janu-
ary 12 to 14, 2026, was held on
Tuesday at the District Commis-
sioner’s Office conference hall in
Diphu. 

The meeting was chaired by
District Commissioner, Karbi An-
glong, Aranyak Saikia, IAS.

The meeting was attended by
the Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice, the Additional District Com-
missioner, the Secretary of the
Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council (KAAC), the Assistant
Commissioner and officers from
all concerned line departments.

Detailed discussions were held
on arrangements for the distribu-
tion of cheques under the
Mukhyamantri Mahila Udyamita
Abhiyan (MMUA). 

Under the scheme, over 55,000
women beneficiaries from the
Diphu and Howraghat Legislative
Assembly Constituencies are ex-

pected to be covered. 
The initiative is aimed at em-

powering women members of
Self Help Groups to become rural
micro-entrepreneurs, or ‘Lakhpati
Baideu’, by enabling them to earn
a minimum annual income of ₹1
lakh through grant-in-aid support
provided as an Entrepreneurship
Fund.

The District Commissioner as-

signed specific responsibilities to
various line departments and laid
special emphasis on the role of
KAAC officials to ensure timely
and coordinated completion of all
arrangements. 

He also said that any remaining
issues or queries would be ad-
dressed in a subsequent prepara-
tory meeting to be scheduled
shortly.

Preparatory meeting held 
in Diphu ahead of CM’s visit

NEP 2020 regional workshop on technology-
enabled higher education begins at KKHSOU

HT Correspondent
HOJAI, Jan 6: In preparation for the Hojai District Day celebrations
scheduled on January 25, 2026, a review and planning meeting was held
at the District Commissioner’s Office conference hall on Tuesday under
the chairmanship of District Commissioner Bidhyut Bikash Bhagawati.

During the meeting, the District Commissioner reviewed in detail the
responsibilities assigned to members of various executive committees
constituted on the basis of suggestions made in the earlier meeting held
on December 24, 2025. 

Stressing the importance of smooth coordination, he emphasised timely
follow-up actions to ensure the successful conduct of the celebrations.

Describing Hojai as a “mini India”, Bhagawati said the central attrac-
tion of the District Day programme—the cultural procession—will fea-
ture traditional folk dance troupes representing more than 20 ethnic and
community groups from across the district. 

The procession will also carry awareness campaigns and exhibitions
on key social issues such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, prevention of child
marriage, drug abuse prevention and road safety.

He added that exhibitions will display replicas of archaeological sites
and highlight development initiatives and projects undertaken by various
departments, with the objective of promoting Hojai as an emerging tourist
destination.

The meeting also decided to felicitate individuals who have made no-
table contributions to the formation of Hojai district and its social life. 

Members of the public have been invited to submit nominations along
with relevant details via email at dchojai@gmail.com.

The review meeting was attended by Hojai MLA Ramkrishna Ghosh,
Lumding MLA Shibu Mishra, Senior Superintendent of Police VV
Rakesh Reddy, Hojai Zilla Parishad president Junti Bora, representatives
of various political parties and organisations, office-bearers of literary
bodies, social workers, senior citizens, departmental heads and prominent
members of Hojai civil society.

Participants offered several constructive suggestions and assured full
cooperation to ensure the smooth and successful celebration of Hojai Dis-
trict Day.

Hojai District Day review meeting
held ahead of January 25 celebrations

State Udyam Samagam – Swadeshi
Mela begins in Kokrajhar

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Jan 6: The 20th
Foundation Day and fourth five-
year triennial conference of the All

BTAD Gaonburah Association
concluded on Tuesday after a two-
day programme held at the Gaon-
burah Bhawan campus at Kargaon

in Kokrajhar district.
During the delegate session,

members of the association held
detailed discussions on issues re-
lated to the welfare and social
well-being of citizens across the
Bodoland Territorial Area Dis-
tricts. 

Several resolutions were
adopted, focusing on long-pending
issues and grievances faced by
Gaonburahs in the region.

A new central committee of the
association was constituted for a
three-year term, with Robert Ker-
ketta elected as president and
Birhang Mushahary as general sec-
retary.

BTC executive member Lwm-
srao Daimary attended the open
session of the conference as the
chief guest and addressed the gath-
ering.

Earlier, outgoing association
president Dhananjay Brahma
hoisted the association flag, fol-
lowed by floral tributes to Gopal
Chandra Basumatary, the founder
president of the association, mark-
ing the formal commencement of
the conference proceedings.

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Jan 6: The State
Udyam Samagam – Swadeshi Mela
began on Tuesday at the Sikhnajhar
Taekwondo Gymnasium Field, Bod-
ofa Nwgwr, in Kokrajhar. The event
is being organised by the Assam
Small Industries Development Corpo-
ration Limited under the Raising and
Accelerating MSME Performance
(RAMP) Scheme of the Ministry of
MSME, Government of India, under
the aegis of the District Industries and
Commerce Centre Kokrajhar. The
mela was inaugurated by BTC Exec-
utive Member Moon Moon Brahma.

The Swadeshi Mela will continue
from January 6 to 12, 2026. Over 100
stalls have been set up by Self-Help
Groups from various Lower Assam dis-
tricts, including Kokrajhar, Chirang,
Bongaigaon and Dhubri, showcasing a
wide range of locally manufactured and
indigenous products.

BTAD Gaonburah Association
conference concludes in Kokrajhar

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Jan 6: The Indian
Institute of Entrepreneurship (IIE),
Guwahati, an autonomous organi-
sation under the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneur-
ship (MSDE), Government of
India, hosted an exposure visit for
IAS officer trainees of the 2025
batch as part of their Winter Study
Tour.

Addressing the trainee officers,
Pritam Dutta, IDAS, Director,
MSDE and Director, IIE, spoke on
the skill development and entre-
preneurship landscape in India
with special reference to the North
Eastern Region. 

He highlighted key policy prior-
ities, institutional mechanisms and
emerging opportunities aimed at
inclusive and sustainable growth.

Kumar Padmapani Bora, IRS,
Commissioner and Secretary,
Tourism Department, Government
of Assam, interacted with the

trainees and outlined the State’s
approach to skill development, en-
trepreneurship promotion and
tourism-led initiatives. 

He described tourism as a major
driver of enterprise creation,
stressing its role in strengthening
local value chains, promoting in-
digenous products and services,
and generating sustainable em-
ployment across the region.

PVSLN Murty, Chairman and

Managing Director of NEDFi,
also addressed the officers, focus-
ing on the role of the banking and
financial sector in livelihood gen-
eration. 

He emphasised the importance
of institutional finance, credit link-
ages and development finance in
nurturing entrepreneurship and
supporting inclusive economic
growth.

During the institutional pres-

entation and interactive discus-
sions, various initiatives under-
taken by IIE under different
Government of India schemes
were highlighted, showcasing
the institute’s contribution to en-
trepreneurship promotion, skill
development and livelihood gen-
eration, particularly in the North
Eastern Region.

The visiting delegation com-
prised 10 IAS officer trainees, in-
cluding three officers from the
Royal Bhutan Service, who ac-
tively participated in discussions
on governance-led entrepreneur-
ship and regional development
perspectives. 

ASS Devan, faculty member of
IIE Guwahati, was also present
during the programme.

The programme was coordi-
nated by Dr Santanu Mohan Deka,
associate faculty member and
nodal officer for the event at IIE
Guwahati.

IIE Guwahati hosts IAS officer trainees on Winter Study Tour

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Jan 6: Prominent so-
cial worker Ranjit Borah has un-
dertaken a series of philanthropic
initiatives across the Barhampur
region, extending support to reli-
gious, social, sports and cultural
sectors with active public cooper-
ation.

Recognising everyday chal-
lenges faced by rural communities,
the need for social and religious re-
form and the shortage of sports fa-
cilities for youth, Borah has
provided assistance in multiple
fields with the aim of promoting
equality, harmony and inclusive
development. 

His contributions include donat-
ing bricks for the Monikut of the
main Namghar at Charchali Ran-
gia village, corrugated tin sheets
for the Namghar at Bamun Gaon
and paving the floor of the Pancha-
janya Regional Namghar.

He also extended support to the

minority community by donating
cement for the main masjids at
Ramtila Ati and Halowagaon, pro-
viding financial assistance for the
construction of a concrete bound-
ary wall at the Potoni Masjid and
supplying iron rods for the eidgah
field gate at Bamuni Muslim
Gaon. 

In addition, Borah helped reno-
vate the approach road to the
church at Rangagara village.

Giving priority to youth devel-
opment and sports, Borah provided
a volleyball to the youth group of
Halowagaon Potoni Jumurmur and

arranged for the installation of a
tube well on the pond bank for the
youth group at Bamuni Gaon. 

He also distributed tin sheets to
economically weaker families in
Jumurmur to support housing
needs.

As part of religious and cultural
upliftment, Borah contributed tiles
for the Mourachuk Namghar. 

He also extended financial assis-
tance to cultural and literary activ-
ities, including the annual
convention of poets and litterateurs
at Kampur and the convention of
the Tiwa Students’ Union in Na-
gaon district.

The wide range of initiatives re-
flects Ranjit Borah’s commitment
to the holistic development of so-
ciety, cutting across community
lines, and has earned him recogni-
tion as a development-oriented fig-
ure working towards a more
inclusive and harmonious future
for the Barhampur region.

HT Correspondent
MANGALDAI, Jan 6: In view of
the prevailing extreme cold wave,
classroom timings of all govern-
ment and private educational insti-
tutions in Darrang district have
been rescheduled with effect from
Tuesday.

According to an order issued by
the Inspector of Schools, Darrang
Circle, on Monday, the revised
timing for Lower Primary schools
will be from 10 am to 1 pm. 

For Upper Primary to Higher
Secondary levels, classes will be
held from 10 am to 2 pm.

The order stated that the revised
schedule will remain in force until
further notice. However, the timing
of examinations conducted by any
examination-controlling authori-
ties will remain unchanged.

School timings rescheduled 
in Darrang due to cold wave

Philanthropic initiatives by social worker
Ranjit Borah across Barhampur region

‘Tata Semiconductor Project at Jagiroad would generate employment for nearly 29,000 people’

Traditional Jonbeel Mela with unique
barter system to be held from Jan 22 

Nagaon Lions Club distributes meals, sweets and drinking water

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Jan 6: The District Ad-
ministration, Karbi Anglong, on
Tuesday convened a preparatory
meeting in connection with the cel-
ebration of the 77th Republic Day,
scheduled to be observed on Janu-
ary 26 at the Diphu Government
Boys’ Higher Secondary School
playground. The meeting, held at 3
pm in the conference hall of the
Circuit House, Diphu, was chaired
by District Commissioner Aranyak
Saikia and attended by officers
from all line departments.

During the meeting, departmen-
tal duties and responsibilities were
reviewed in detail to ensure the
smooth and orderly conduct of the
Republic Day programme. 

Arrangements relating to the
main ceremonial function, parade,
security, logistics and inter-depart-
mental coordination were dis-
cussed at length. The District
Commissioner directed all con-
cerned departments to ensure the
timely completion of assigned re-
sponsibilities and maintain close
coordination for the successful ob-
servance of the national event.

The meeting concluded with an
emphasis on collective efforts to
ensure that the Republic Day cele-
bration is conducted in a dignified
and orderly manner.

Preparatory meeting
held in Diphu for Republic

Day celebrations

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Jan 6: A three-day
regional workshop on “NEP 2020
and Higher Education Leaders:
Technology as an Enabler” began
on Tuesday at the City Campus of
Krishna Kanta Handiqui State Open
University (KKHSOU), Khana-
para. The programme is being or-
ganised by the National Institute of
Educational Planning and Adminis-
tration (NIEPA), New Delhi, in col-
laboration with KKHSOU. 

The workshop aims to strengthen
leadership capacities among higher
education administrators and facil-
itate effective implementation of
the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, with a special focus on
the integration of technology and
artificial intelligence in higher edu-

cation. A total of 54 participants
from Assam, Arunachal Pradesh
and Meghalaya are taking part in
the workshop, representing univer-
sities and colleges from across the
North Eastern Region.

The inaugural session is being
graced by Prof Rajendra Prasad
Das, Vice-Chancellor of KKHSOU;
Prof Shashikala Wanjari, Vice-
Chancellor of NIEPA; and Prof
Ramesh Ch Deka, Vice-Chancellor
of Cotton University, who is attend-
ing as the chief guest.

Vice-chancellors, deans, princi-
pals and senior academic adminis-
trators are participating in intensive
interactive sessions focusing on
outcome-based education, blended
and experiential learning, curricu-
lum redesign and the responsible

integration of generative AI in
teaching, assessment and academic
administration. 

Renowned academicians from
NIEPA, including Prof Kumar
Suresh, Prof Pradeep Kumar Misra
and Prof K Srinivas, are serving as
resource persons.

The programme is being jointly
coordinated by Dr Indrani Kalita
and Dr Sanjib Borah of KKHSOU,
with Dr Pranab Saikia, Professor
and Dean, Study Centre (i/c), acting
as the nodal officer. 

The workshop will conclude on
January 9 with a valedictory ses-
sion, during which participants
are expected to present institu-
tional action plans for the technol-
ogy-enabled implementation of
NEP 2020.

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Jan 6: The oath-
taking ceremony of the newly in-
ducted members of the Central
Selection Board (CSB) under the
Government of the Bodoland Ter-
ritorial Council was held on Mon-
day at the conference hall of the
BTC Secretariat in Kokrajhar.

A total of 11 members, including
chairman Pradeep Kumar Brahma
and vice-chairman Dipti Prasad
Brahma, were administered the
oath of secrecy by MC Sahu, Prin-
cipal Secretary, BTC.

Other members who took the
oath included Supriya Rani
Brahma, Manoj Kumar Nath, San-
tosh Kumar Sah, Malati Rani
Brahma, Nripen Sutradhar, Lata
Lakra, Mohan Ch Basumatary and
Tarani Kanta Madahi.

Ripen Daimari, who is also a
member of the committee, could
not attend the programme and will
take the oath at a later date.

Following the ceremony, the
newly inducted members proceeded
to the Central Selection Board office
near the Daily Market in Kokrajhar,
where they formally assumed charge
of their responsibilities.

Oath-taking ceremony of newly
inducted CSB members held

HT Correspondent
JAGIROAD, Jan 6: The traditional Jonbeel Mela, known for its cen-
turies-old barter system, will be held from January 22 to 24 at Jonbeel
Pathar near Jagiroad. The mela will begin on January 22 with an auspi-
cious puja at the Deosal Mandir. On the second day, the highlight of the
festival—the traditional barter system between hill and plains communi-
ties—will take place in the morning.  People from the plains will ex-
change items such as sandah (fried rice powder), pitha, laddu and raw
fish with hill produce including ginger, spinach, garlic, la and dhuna, pre-
serving an age-old practice of mutual exchange.

A mass fishing festival will also be organised at Jonbeel on the same
day, open to all irrespective of caste, religion or community. 

On January 24, the mela will be attended by chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, along with several ministers and MLAs.

This year, around 60 villages from Karbi Anglong and 20 villages from
Meghalaya are expected to participate in the mela, particularly in the
barter exchange.  During the Rajdarbar at the fairground, the chief min-
ister will present Rajbhattas to 22 Tiwa kings of central Assam, continu-
ing a traditional ceremonial practice. The festival will conclude with a
mass fishing event at the Gobha Raja’s Aram Beel and the symbolic col-
lection of taxes by royal officials at the fairground. Organising committee
secretary Jursingh Bordoloi said a mass tribute to Assam’s heartthrob
Zubeen Garg will also be organised during the mela.

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Jan 6: Marking the birth month of
Melvin Jones, founder and guiding figure of the
Lions Club International, the Nagaon Lions
Club on Tuesday organised a meal distribution
programme for the poor and destitute in the
town.

As part of the initiative, club members dis-

tributed one meal, a packet of sweets and a bot-
tle of drinking water to several needy people in
front of Panchmukhi Hanuman Temple, Jagan-
nath Temple and Gurusthan in Nagaon.

The programme was organised in remem-
brance of Melvin Jones, a social thinker dedi-
cated to the upliftment of people irrespective of
religion and caste.

Several members of the Nagaon Lions Club,
including president Jiten Agarwala, secretary
Maharshi Vishal Bordoloi, treasurer Madan
Saha, marketing chairman Bishwajit Mahanta,
and members Bakul Bora, Gurucharan Singh,
Jugal Agarwal, Ranjit Tamuly Phukan, He-
manta Bordoloi and others were present during
the distribution programme.
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At least 35 people have been killed, 1,200
detained in Iran’s economic protests

DUBAI, Jan 6: The death toll in violence
surrounding protests in Iran has risen to at
least 35 people, activists said Tuesday, as the
country’s theocracy acknowledged the un-
rest in one western province where security
forces reportedly raided a hospital.

The figure came from the US-based
Human Rights Activists News Agency,
which said more than 1,200 people have
been detained in the protests, which have
been ongoing for more than a week.

It said 29 protesters, four children and two
members of Iran’s security forces have been
killed. Demonstrations have reached over
250 locations in 27 of Iran’s 31 provinces,

The group, which relies on an activist net-
work inside Iran for its reporting, has been
accurate in the past unrest.

The semiofficial Fars news agency, be-
lieved close to Iran’s paramilitary Revolu-
tionary Guard, reported late Monday that
some 250 police officers and 45 members of
the Guard’s all-volunteer Basij force have
been hurt in the demonstrations. However,
Iran’s government has offered no overall sta-
tistics or information about the unrest.

Iran promises Ilam investigation
Late Monday, Iranian President Masoud

Pezeshkian assigned the country’s interior
ministry to form a special team for a “full-
fledged investigation” of what had been hap-
pening in Ilam province. Malekshahi County
in Iran’s Ilam province, some 515 kilometres
(320 miles) southwest of Iran’s capital,
Tehran, has seen protesters killed as online
videos purported to show security forces fir-

ing on civilians. The presidency also ac-
knowledged an “incident in a hospital in the
city of Ilam.” Online video showed security
forces wearing riot gear raiding a hospital,
where activists said they were seeking
demonstrators.

The hospital assault drew criticism from
the US State Department, which, in Iran’s
Farsi language, called the incident “a crime.”

“Storming the wards, beating medical
staff and attacking the wounded with tear gas
and ammunition is a clear crime against hu-
manity,” a post on the social platform X read.
“Hospitals are not battlefields.” A report by
Fars earlier alleged, without offering evidence,
that demonstrators carried firearms and
grenades. Firearms are more prevalent in west-

ern Iran, along the border with Iraq, but there’s
been no clear evidence provided by the gov-
ernment to support allegations of demonstra-
tors being armed. Ilam has hundreds of
kilometres (miles) of border with Iraq.

Iran’s rural Ilam province is mainly home
to the country’s Kurdish and Lur ethnic
groups and faces severe economic hardship.

Protester deaths a focus of Trump
The growing death toll carries with it the

chance of American intervention. US President
Donald Trump warned Iran on Friday that if
Tehran “violently kills peaceful protesters,” the
United States “will come to their rescue.”

While it remains unclear how and if
Trump will intervene, his comments sparked
an immediate, angry response, with officials

within the theocracy threatening to target
American troops in the Mideast. The com-
ments took on new importance after the US
military on Saturday captured Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro, a longtime ally
of Tehran. The protests have become the
biggest in Iran since 2022, when the death of
22-year-old Mahsa Amini in police custody
triggered nationwide demonstrations. How-
ever, the protests have yet to be as wide-
spread and intense as those surrounding the
death of Amini, who was detained over not
wearing her hijab, or headscarf, to the liking
of authorities.

Iran has faced rounds of nationwide
protests in recent years. As sanctions tight-
ened and Iran struggled after a 12-day war
with Israel, its rial currency collapsed in De-
cember, reaching 1.4 million to USD 1.
Protests began soon after, with demonstra-
tors chanting against Iran’s theocracy. On
Tuesday, USD 1 traded at 1.46 million rials.

Understanding the scale of this latest
round of protests has been difficult. Iranian
state media has provided little information
about the demonstrations. Online videos
offer only brief, shaky glimpses of people in
the streets or the sound of gunfire. Journal-
ists in Iran also face limits on reporting in
general, such as requiring permission to
travel around the country, as well as the
threat of harassment or arrest by authorities.

But the protests do not appear to be stop-
ping, even after Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei on Saturday said “rioters must
be put in their place.” (AP)
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Rubio, Hegseth brief congressional leaders as questions mount over next steps in Venezuela Cuba faces uncertain future after US
topples Venezuelan leader MaduroWASHINGTON, Jan 6: Secre-

tary of State Marco Rubio and
other top officials briefed leaders
in Congress late Monday on the
striking military operation in
Venezuela amid mounting con-
cerns that President Donald Trump
is embarking on a new era of U.S.
expansionism without consultation
of lawmakers or a clear vision for
running the South American coun-
try.

Republican leaders entered the
closed-door session at the Capitol
largely supportive of Trump’s de-
cision to forcibly remove
Venezuela’s president Nicolás
Maduro from power, but many De-
mocrats emerged with more ques-
tions as Trump maintains a fleet of
naval vessels off the Venezuelan
coast and urges U.S. companies to
reinvest in the country’s underper-
forming oil industry.

A war powers resolution that
would prohibit U.S. military action
in Venezuela without approval
from Congress is heading for a
vote this week in the Senate.

“We don’t expect troops on the
ground,” said House Speaker Mike
Johnson, R-La., said afterward.

He said Venezuela’s new leader-
ship cannot be allowed to engage
in narcoterrorism or the trafficking
of drugs into the U.S., which
sparked Trump’s initial campaign
of deadly boat strikes that have
killed more than 115 people.

“This is not a regime change.
This is demand for a change in be-
havior,” Johnson said. “We don’t
expect direct involvement in any
other way beyond just coercing the
new, the interim government, to
get that going.”

Johnson added, “We have a way
of persuasion — because their oil
exports as you know have been
seized, and I think that will bring
the country to a new governance in
very short order,” he said.

But Sen. Jeanne Shaheen of
New Hampshire, the ranking De-
mocrat on the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee, emerged
saying, “There are still many more
questions that need to be an-
swered.”

“What is the cost? How much is
this going to cost the United States
of America?” Rep. Gregory Meeks

of New York, the top Democrat on
the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, said afterward.

<hl2>Lawmakers were kept in
the dark </hl2>The briefing, which
stretched for two hours, came days
after the surprise military action
that few, if any, of the congres-
sional leaders, knew about until
after it was underway — a remark-
able delay in informing Congress,
which has ultimate say over mat-
ters of war.

Administration officials fielded
a range of questions — from fur-
ther involvement of U.S. troops on
the ground to the role of the
Venezuelan opposition leadership
that appeared to have been side-
lined by the Trump administration
as the country’s vice president,
Maduro ally Delcy Rodriguez,
swiftly became the country’s in-

terim president.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth,

Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman Air
Force Gen. Dan Caine and Attor-
ney General Pam Bondi, who
brought drug trafficking charges
against Maduro, all joined the clas-
sified session. It was intended for
the called “gang of eight” leaders,
which includes Intelligence com-
mittee leadership as well as the
chairmen and ranking lawmakers
on the national security commit-
tees. Asked afterward if he had any
more clarity about who is actually
running Venezuela, Sen. Mark
Warner, the top Democrat on the
Intelligence Committee, said, “I
wish I could tell you yes, but I
can’t.”

Leaders of the Senate Judiciary
Committee — Republican chair-
man Sen. Chuck Grassley of Iowa
and ranking Democrat Sen.
Richard Durbin of Illinois — said
they should have been included in
the classified briefing, arguing
they have oversight of the Justice
Department under Bondi.

Earlier in the day, Senate Dem-
ocratic leader Chuck Schumer
warned that Trump’s action in
Venezuela is only the beginning of
a dangerous approach to foreign
policy as the president publicly
signals his interests in Colombia,
Cuba and Greenland.

“The American people did not
sign up for another round of end-

less wars,” Schumer said.
Afterward, Schumer said the

briefing, “while extensive and
long, posed far more questions
than it answered.”

Republicans hold mixed views
reflective of the deepening schism
within Trump’s “Make America
Great Again” movement as the
president, who vowed to put
America first, ventures toward
overseas entanglements many law-
makers in both parties want to
avoid — particularly after the long
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

<hl2>No clarity on what comes
next</hl2>Next steps in the coun-
try, and calls for elections in
Venezuela, are uncertain.

The Trump administration had
been in talks with Rodríguez, who
took the place of her ally Maduro
and offered “to collaborate” with
the Trump administration. Mean-
while, Trump has been dismissive
of Venezuelan opposition leader
María Corina Machado, who last
month won the Nobel Peace Prize
for her struggle to achieve a dem-
ocratic transition in her nation.
Trump has said Machado lacks the
“support” or “respect” to run the
country.

But Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., a
staunch Trump ally, said he plans
to speak soon with Machado, and
called her “very popular if you
look at what happened in the last
election.” (AP)

SIDON, Jan 6: Israel’s air force
struck areas in southern and east-
ern Lebanon on Monday and early
Tuesday, including in the country’s
third-largest city.

A strike around 1 a.m. Tuesday
leveled a three-story commercial
building in the southern coastal
city of Sidon, a few days before
Lebanon’s army commander is
scheduled to brief the government
on its mission of disarming mili-
tant group Hezbollah in areas
along the border with Israel.

Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun in a statement Tuesday con-
demned the attacks as counter to
both international efforts to
deescalate hostilities and
Lebanon’s efforts to extend the
government’s authority into areas
long dominated by Hezbollah and
to disarm militants.

An Associated Press photogra-
pher at the scene in Sidon said the
area was in a commercial district
containing workshops and me-
chanic shops and the building was
uninhabited. At least one person
was transported by ambulance and
rescue teams were searching the
site for others, but no deaths have
been reported.

Israel’s military said Tuesday
they targeted weapons storage sites
and infrastructure belonging to the
militant groups Hezbollah and
Hamas. They acknowledged the
sites were located in civilian areas
but blamed the groups for operat-
ing there.

The strikes were the latest in
near-daily Israeli military action
since a ceasefire signed more than
a year ago that included a
Lebanese pledge to disarm militant
groups, which Israel says has not
been fulfilled.

They took place nearly two
hours after Israel’s military Arabic
language spokesman Avichay
Adraee posted warnings on X that
the military would strike targets in
two villages in the eastern Bekaa
Valley and two others in southern
Lebanon.

Lebanon’s state-run National
News Agency said a home struck

in the village of Manara in the
Bekaa Valley belonged to Sharha-
bil al-Sayed, a Hamas military
commander who was killed in an
Israeli drone strike in May 2024.

The areas were evacuated after
Israel’s warning. There were no re-
ports of casualties in those strikes.
Earlier Monday, Lebanon’s Health
Ministry said a drone strike on a
car in the southern village of
Braikeh earlier Monday wounded
two people. The Israeli military
said the strike targeted two
Hezbollah members.

The Lebanese army last year
began the disarmament process of
Palestinian groups while the gov-
ernment has said that by the end of
2025 all the areas close to the bor-
der with Israel — known as the
south Litani area — will be clear
of Hezbollah’s armed presence.

The Lebanese government is
scheduled to discuss Hezbollah’s
disarmament during a meeting
Thursday that will be attended by
army commander Gen. Rudolph
Haikal.

Monday’s airstrikes were in vil-
lages north of the Litani river and
far from the border with Israel.

The disarmament of Hezbollah
and other Palestinian groups by the
Lebanese government came after a
14-month war between Israel and
Hezbollah in which much of the
political and military leadership of
the Iran-backed group was killed.

The latest Israel-Hezbollah war
began Oct. 8, 2023, a day after
Hamas attacked southern Israel,
when Hezbollah fired rockets into
Israel in solidarity with Hamas. Is-
rael launched a widespread bom-
bardment of Lebanon in
September 2024 that severely
weakened Hezbollah, followed by
a ground invasion. The war ended
in November 2024 with a ceasefire
brokered by the U.S.

Israel has carried out almost
daily airstrikes since then, mainly
targeting Hezbollah members but
also killing at least 127 civilians,
according to the office of the U.N.
High Commissioner for Human
Rights. (AP)

Israel strikes multiple
sites in Lebanon ahead of
key disarmament meeting

DHAKA, Jan 6: A 40-year-old Hindu
man, owner of a grocery shop, has been
murdered after unidentified attackers
struck him with a sharp weapon in
Bangladesh’s Narsingdi city, according to
a local media report.
The incident took place on Monday night,
hours after a Hindu businessman, who was
also the acting editor of a newspaper, was
fatally shot in the head by unidentified
men in Jessore district of Bangladesh.

Moni Chakraborty was attacked and
killed at Charsindhur Bazar in Palash Up-
azila around 11 pm on Monday, bdnews24
news portal reported.

Palash Police Station chief (OC) Shahed

Al Mamun said Moni was the son of
Madan Thakur of Sadharchar Union in
Shibpur Upazila.

Moni had been running a grocery shop
at Charsindhur Bazar for a long time. He
is the third Hindu businessman to be killed
in recent weeks.

Police and local residents said Moni was
returning home after closing his shop on
Monday night when unidentified attackers
struck him with a sharp, locally-made
weapon.

He collapsed on the spot, the report
added.

Locals rushed him to the Palash Upazila
Health Complex, where doctors declared

him dead.
Police reached the scene immediately

after receiving the information and have

launched an investigation to identify and
arrest those responsible, Police OC Shahed
said.

The body was sent to the Narsingdi
Sadar Hospital morgue for autopsy.

The killing marks the latest in a spate of
violent incidents against the Hindu com-
munity members.

On Monday only, 38-year-old Rana
Pratap Bairagi, a resident of Arua village
in Keshabpur upazila of Jessore in Khulna
Division was fatally shot in the head by
unidentified men.

The incident occurred around 5:45 pm
at Kapalia Bazaar on Monday.

On January 3, Khokon Chandra Das

(50) died after he was brutally attacked,
hacked and set on fire.

On December 24, another Hindu man,
Amrit Mondal, was lynched over alleged
extortion in Rajbari town’s Pangsha up-
azila.

On December 18, Dipu Chandra Das
(25) was lynched by a mob and his body
set on fire over alleged blasphemy in My-
mensingh city.

Unidentified men set on fire Qatar ex-
patriate workers Shukh Shil and Anil
Shil’s home in the Raojan area on the out-
skirts of Chattogram on December 23, but
the residents managed to come out of the
building unharmed. (PTI)

DHAKA/NEW DELHI, Jan 6:
Slain student leader Sharif Osman
Hadi’s party on Tuesday launched
a day-long rally in Dhaka, pressing
for justice in his killing, and de-
manding, among other measures,
the cancellation of work permits of
all Indians residing in Bangladesh.

As part of its four-point demand,
Inqilab Moncho also sought the
repatriation of the alleged killers
who, it claims, have taken refuge
in India, warning that Dhaka
should move the International
Court of Justice if New Delhi re-
fuses to hand them over, The
Dhaka Tribune newspaper re-
ported.

Indian authorities had dismissed
claims that Hadi’s killers crossed
into India, saying there is no evi-
dence of illegal border movement.

The ‘March for Justice’ began
around 11:30 am from Shahbagh,
with activists travelling on 10
pickup vans and on foot through
several major intersections, includ-
ing Science Lab, Mohammadpur,
Mirpur-10, Uttara, Bashundhara,
Badda, Rampura and Jatrabari, be-
fore returning to Shahbagh in the
evening, the newspaper quoted the

organisers as saying.
Participants said the protest was

aimed at drawing attention to what
they described as a “lack of
progress” in the investigation into
Hadi’s killing, demanding that all
those involved, including the
killer, planners, accomplices and
those who sheltered them, be
brought to trial before the February
12 parliamentary elections.

During the march, demonstra-
tors chanted slogans such as “We
will not let Hadi’s blood go in
vain,” “Why is the murderer free
while my brother lies in the
grave?” and “Red and green flag,
the flag of Inqilab—you can see
Hadi”. The protesters also de-
manded that alleged “fascist ac-
complices” within the Directorate
General of Forces Intelligence
must be identified, arrested and
brought to justice, the report said.

Hadi, 32, a prominent youth
leader who rose to national promi-
nence during the July-August 2024
mass protests that led to the fall of
the Sheikh Hasina-led govern-
ment, was shot in the head on De-
cember 12 during an election
campaign in Dhaka.

He was also a parliamentary
candidate for the upcoming Febru-
ary 12 elections. Hadi was airlifted
to Singapore for treatment but died
on December 18. His killing has
triggered fresh political unrest in
Bangladesh and strained ties with
India, after some groups alleged an
Indian link to the crime.

New Delhi has strongly rejected
the accusations, calling them a
“false narrative”.

“We have rejected the false nar-
rative that has been projected in
Bangladesh. The law and order sit-
uation and developments happen-
ing there is the responsibility of the
government of Bangladesh. To
portray a narrative where things go
in another direction is completely
false and we reject that,” Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said
last month in New Delhi.

He said India stands for
strengthening its ties with the peo-
ple of Bangladesh and favours
peace and stability in the country.

India has also sought a thorough
probe into Hadi’s killing amid a
sharp downturn in ties between the
two countries.

On Dec 28, Additional Police
Commissioner (Crime and Opera-
tions) of Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice S N Md Nazrul Islam claimed
in a press conference that the sus-
pects, Faisal Karim Masud and
Alamgir Sheikh, “crossed into the
Indian state of Meghalaya via the
Haluaghat border with the help of
local associates”. Security agen-
cies in Meghalaya dismissed the
claims, describing them as “un-
founded and misleading”.

“There is no evidence to suggest
that any individual crossed the in-
ternational border from the Halu-
aghat sector into Meghalaya. The
BSF has neither detected nor re-
ceived any report of such an inci-
dent,” Border Security Force
(BSF) chief in Meghalaya, Inspec-
tor General O P Opadhyay, had
said. The Meghalaya Police also
said there was “no input or intelli-
gence to corroborate” the claim of
the suspects’ presence in the Garo
Hills region.

The Garo Hills region falls
under Meghalaya’s western sector,
which shares an international bor-
der with Bangladesh and is
guarded by the BSF. (PTI) 

Another Hindu businessman killed in Bangladesh

Activists march for justice in Hadi killing, demand
work permit ban for Indians in Bangladesh

TOKYO, Jan 6: A strong earth-
quake hit western Japan on Tues-
day, but there was no danger of a
tsunami and no major damage or
life-threatening injuries were re-
ported.

The quake, with a preliminary
magnitude of 6.2, occurred in Shi-
mane prefecture in northwestern
Japan, according to the Japan Me-
teorological Agency. The agency
later upgraded the quake to magni-
tude 6.4.

The prefectural capital of Mat-
sue and nearby cities, including
some in the neighbouring Tottori
prefecture, were among the most
strongly shaken.

The epicentre was located inland
at a depth of about 10 kilometres
(6.2 miles), the agency said, adding
there was no risk of a tsunami.

JMA officials, however, cau-
tioned residents in the region
against the possibility of subse-
quent powerful quakes for about a
week.

Local fire departments received
several reports of minor injuries,
according to the Fire and Disaster
Management Agency. Shinkansen
bullet trains were temporarily sus-
pended or delayed in the region.

The Nuclear Regulation Author-
ity said no abnormalities were
found at the Shimame nuclear
power plant and a related facility in
the region. Japan is on the so-
called Pacific Ring of Fire, which
is one of the world’s most earth-
quake-prone areas. (AP)

Strong earthquake
hits western Japan 

but no risk of tsunami

HAVANA, Jan 6: Cuban officials on Monday lowered flags before dawn
to mourn 32 security officers they say were killed in the US weekend
strike in Venezuela, the island nation’s closest ally, as residents here won-
der what the capture of President Nicolás Maduro means for their future.
The two governments are so close that Cuban soldiers and security agents
were often the Venezuelan president’s bodyguards, and Venezuela’s pe-
troleum has kept the economically ailing island limping along for years.

Cuban authorities over the weekend said the 32 had been killed in the
surprise attack but have given no further details.

The Trump administration has warned outright that toppling Maduro
will help advance another decades-long goal: Dealing a blow to the
Cuban government.

Severing Cuba from Venezuela could have disastrous consequences
for its leaders, who on Saturday called for the international community
to stand up to “state terrorism.” On Saturday, Trump said the ailing Cuban
economy will be further battered by Maduro’s ouster. “It’s going down,”
Trump said of Cuba. “It’s going down for the count.”

Many observers say Cuba, an island of about 10 million people, exerted
a remarkable degree of influence over Venezuela, an oil-rich nation with
three times as many people. At the same time, Cubans have long been
tormented by constant blackouts and shortages of basic foods. And after
the attack, they woke to the once-unimaginable possibility of an even
grimmer future. “I can’t talk. I have no words,” 75-year-old Berta Luz
Sierra Molina said as she sobbed and placed a hand over her face.

Even though 63-year-old Regina Méndez is too old to join the Cuban
military, she said that “we have to stand strong.” “Give me a rifle, and
I’ll go fight,” Méndez said. Maduro’s government was shipping an aver-
age of 35,000 barrels of oil daily over the last three months, about a quar-
ter of total demand, said Jorge Piñón, a Cuban energy expert at the
University of Texas at Austin Energy Institute.

“The question to which we don’t have an answer, which is critical: Is
the US going to allow Venezuela to continue supplying Cuba with oil?”
he said. Piñón noted that Mexico once supplied Cuba with 22,000 barrels
of oil a day before it dropped to 7,000 barrels after US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio visited Mexico City in early September.

“I don’t see Mexico jumping in right now,” Piñón said. “The US gov-
ernment would go bonkers.” (AP)
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VB-G RAM G major reform, will strengthen
rural livelihoods: Arunachal CM

ITANAGAR, Jan 6: Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu
on Tuesday asserted that the VB-G
RAM G Act would strengthen rural
livelihoods, improve accountability
and align grassroots development.

The Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Grameen) Act, or VB-G RAM G, re-
placed the MGNREGA enacted by the
UPA government in 2005.

“It brings transformative reforms to
MGNREGA by extending guaranteed
employment to 125 days in compari-
son to the 100 days employment, pri-
oritising durable rural infrastructure,
and strengthening gram panchayat-led
planning with clear accountability,”
Khandu told reporters here.

Khandu said the scheme “goes be-
yond welfare and reflects true nation
building at the grassroots, empowering
farmers, securing livelihoods,
strengthening villages, and aligning
rural India with the vision of ‘Viksit

Bharat’”.
“There was no proper monitoring in

the MGNREGA scheme,which had
many loopholes. These will be cor-

rected through VB-G RAM G,” the
CM claimed.

Khandu said it focuses on four core
areas – water security, strengthening

rural infrastructure, livelihood infra-
structure and climate resilience.

For farmers, the scheme provides
flexibility by allowing a 60-day break
during the agricultural harvesting sea-
son, he said.

“This will enable farmers to com-
plete their farming activities without
losing livelihood support,” Khandu
said.

Responding to queries, the chief
minister said the funding pattern
would be 90:10 for the northeastern
states, while it would be 60:40 in the
rest of the country – 60 per cent by the
Centre and 40 per cent by the states.

Slamming the opposition for criti-
cising the scheme, Khandu asserted
that programmes under the Congress
regime were “riddled with loopholes
and lacked strong verification mecha-
nisms, leading to misuse of funds
through fake and duplicate job cards,
ghost beneficiaries and inflated or fab-
ricated muster rolls”. (PTI)

Probe into Manipur twin
blasts handed over to NIA

4 killed, several 
injured as pick-up 

van falls into gorge 

Parts of Mizoram experience
sharp drop in temperatures,

IMD warns of dense fog

IMPHAL, Jan 6: The investigation into
the twin blasts in Manipur’s Bishnupur dis-
trict was handed over to the NIA, officials
said on Tuesday.

Two persons were injured in the consec-
utive explosions that rocked Ngaukon in
the Phougakchao police station area on
Monday morning, they said.

The first blast, suspected to have been
caused by an improvised explosive device
(IED), occurred around 5.45 am at an aban-
doned house. The second one occurred
nearly 200 metres away around 8.45 am,
when locals gathered after getting news of
the earlier blast.

“The case has been forwarded to the Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA) for fur-
ther investigation,” a statement issued by
the state police said.

“Combing and search operations are
being carried out in the adjoining areas,
and security has been strengthened to pre-
vent any further escalation of violence. In-
vestigation and operational efforts are
underway to identify and apprehend those
responsible for the blasts,” it said.

The incident further escalated tensions
in the restive state, where over 260 people
have been killed and thousands left home-
less in the ethnic clashes that broke out in
May 2023

The house, where the first explosion
happened, has remained abandoned since
ethnic violence broke out, with its owner
and his family currently living at a relief
camp.

Several organisations, including the In-
digenous People Organisation and the All
Manipur Students’ Union, called for a 24-
hour shutdown across the state, starting 12
am on Wednesday, to protest the blast.

Meitei civil organisation Coordinating
Committee on Manipur Integrity (CO-
COMI) demanded an immediate, transpar-
ent and time-bound investigation into the
blasts.

Manipur has been under the President’s
Rule since February 2025, after Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh resigned amid criti-
cisms of his administration’s handling of
the ethnic clashes between Kukis and Meit-
eis. (PTI)

Protest held in Tripura against persecution of Hindus in Bangladesh

‘It will enable farmers to complete their farming
activities without losing livelihood support’

NFR records 8.7 per cent
growth in freight unloading

HT Correspondent
AGARTALA, Jan 6: The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP), along with
members of the Sanatani community
from North Tripura, organized a protest
and rally on Tuesday at the Raghna Bor-
der along the India–Bangladesh frontier
in Tripura’s North District.

The demonstration was held to
protest alleged atrocities, persecution,
and targeted violence against Hindu mi-
norities in Bangladesh.

The protest began around noon at
BBI Maidan in Dharmanagar, where a
large number of participants gathered
before proceeding in a bike and vehicle
rally towards the Raghna Border. 

Upon reaching the border area, the
protesters staged a peaceful demonstra-
tion, demanding the immediate suspen-
sion of import and export activities

between India and Bangladesh through
the Raghna Land Customs Station
(LCS).

Leaders of the VHP submitted a
memorandum to senior administrative
officials, expressing “grave concern and
deep resentment over the continuous
atrocities, systemic persecution, and tar-
geted killings of minority Hindus in
neighboring Bangladesh.” 

The memorandum stated that the re-
curring violence had “reached an un-
bearable limit,” prompting the people of
North Tripura to oppose any form of
trade, commerce, or communication
with Bangladesh through the border.

“We strongly demand the immediate
closure of the Raghna Border and the
suspension of all bilateral trade activi-
ties. National dignity and the safety of
our community must take precedence

over economic relations,” the memoran-
dum read, urging the administration to
convey their concerns to higher author-
ities.

Addressing the media, rally coordina-
tor Birendra Das said the protest was or-
ganized in response to the killing of
Hindu youth Dipu Chandra Das in
Bangladesh, along with continued re-
ports of violence against Hindus and
other minority communities. 

He called for exemplary punishment
for those responsible for the killing and
demanded concrete measures to ensure
the safety and security of minorities in
Bangladesh.

The protesters also appealed to Indian
citizens to boycott Bangladeshi prod-
ucts and called for a complete halt to bi-
lateral trade until incidents of violence
against Hindus cease.

AIZAWL, Jan 6: Parts of Mizoram witnessed a
sharp drop in temperatures over the past few
days, with the India Meteorological Department
(IMD) forecasting dense fog and very poor visi-
bility across the state, officials said.

Sudheer Kumar Dwivedi, Director of the
Aizawl Meteorological Centre, said minimum
temperatures began dipping with the onset of
January, and have been lower than last year’s lev-
els.

Between January 2 and January 6, minimum
temperatures ranged from 6.1 to 9 degrees Cel-
sius in Lengpui and 7.2 to 10.7 degrees Celsius
in Aizawl, he told PTI.

During the same period, maximum tempera-
tures ranged between 18.7 and 22.6 degrees Cel-
sius in Lengpui and 19.2 to 23.2 degrees Celsius
in Aizawl, he said.

IMD officials said minimum temperatures be-
tween 4 and 7 degrees Celsius were recorded
over the past three days in south Mizoram’s Lun-
glei and Champhai districts, which border Myan-
mar.

It also forecast dense fog across all districts for
the next two days, with “very poor visibility” of
less than 10 metres.

Advising farmers to take precautions, the de-
partment said excess irrigation should be avoided
and proper field drainage ensured.

The IMD also warned that foggy conditions
coupled with low night temperatures could in-
crease the incidence of fungal diseases. (PTI)

HT Correspondent
MECHUKA, Jan 6: The Tagin com-
munity of Shi-Yomi district cele-
brated the Silver Jubilee of Si-Donyi
Hilo at Mechuka with traditional fer-
vour and gaiety. 

The festival, which honours the
Earth (Si) and the Sun (Donyi),
marked 25 years of its observance in
the district, having been first cele-
brated in 2001.

Deputy Commissioner of Shi-Yomi
district Tungge Loya attended the cel-
ebrations as the chief guest, while
Tanil Komi, President of the Boh
Ramo Bokar Welfare Society, was the
guest of honour. 

Minister for Labour and Employ-
ment, Information and Public Rela-
tions Nyato Dukam graced the
occasion as chief patron, along with
Additional Deputy Commissioner of
Mechuka Tana Yaho as patron.

Special guests at the programme
included Superintendent of Police,
Shi-Yomi district Sang Khandu
Thongdok and Norbu Tsering
Naksang, President of the Neh
Nang Cultural Development Soci-
ety.

The celebrations began with tradi-
tional prayers offered at the Yagging
(altar), seeking prosperity and protec-
tion, followed by colourful traditional
dance performances by community
members. 

Members of the first Si-Donyi Hilo
Celebration Committee of Mechuka,
2001, were felicitated for their pio-

neering role in initiating the festival
in the district.

Addressing the gathering, Tungge
Loya emphasised the importance of
preserving cultural identity through
the celebration of indigenous festivals
and called for strengthening brother-
hood and unity among different com-
munities by participating in one

another’s cultural events.
Minister Nyato Dukam also high-

lighted the need to ensure continuity
of traditional practices and encour-
aged the Tagin community of Shi-
Yomi district to uphold their customs
and celebrate Si-Donyi Hilo in an
even grander manner in the years to
come.

Silver Jubilee celebrations of Si-Donyi Hilo observed at Mechuka

HT Bureau
MALIGAON, Jan 6: The North-
east Frontier Railway (NFR) main-
tained strong operational
performance in freight services dur-
ing December 2025, registering an
8.7 per cent growth in unloading ac-
tivity compared to the same period
last year.

During the month, NFR unloaded
1,287 freight-carrying rakes across
its jurisdiction, against 1,184 rakes
handled in December 2024. 

The zone ensured smooth and un-
interrupted transportation of a wide
range of essential and non-essential
commodities, including FCI rice,
sugar, salt, edible oil, foodgrains,
fertilisers, cement, coal, vegetables,
automobiles, tankers and other
goods.

These consignments were han-
dled efficiently at various goods
sheds across the zone, ensuring
timely supply and operational relia-
bility. A substantial portion of
freight movement was dedicated to
meeting the requirements of the
northeastern states. 

Assam alone accounted for the
unloading of 689 rakes, of which
351 carried essential commodities,
highlighting the critical role of the
Railways in supporting public dis-

tribution systems and daily con-
sumer needs.

During the same period, 106
rakes were unloaded in Tripura, 23
in Nagaland, nine in Arunachal
Pradesh, 23 in Manipur, three in
Meghalaya and 22 in Mizoram. 

In addition, areas under NFR ju-
risdiction in West Bengal recorded
unloading of 225 rakes, while Bihar
accounted for 187 rakes, compris-
ing both essential and non-essential
commodities, thereby strengthening
inter-regional supply chains.

Officials said the uninterrupted
movement of essential commodities
is vital for meeting daily require-
ments of the population, while the
transportation of industrial and
other goods plays a key role in sup-
porting economic activity across the
region. 

Close monitoring at all opera-
tional levels and coordinated efforts
by field units have helped reduce
turnaround time and improve over-
all unloading efficiency.

The performance, NFR said, reaf-
firms its commitment to operational
excellence, reliability and its pivotal
role in driving socio-economic de-
velopment across the Northeast and
adjoining regions through efficient
freight operations.

No.DMCH/MRU/2026/003

ADVERTISEMENT

The following vacancy shall be filled purely on temporary and contractual basis under the project
entitled "Vector bionomics and vectorial capacity for Aedes and anopheles mosquitoes and
knowledge and behavioral practices for transmission and prevention of dengue and malaria
among the population of Karbi Anglong District of Assam and Dhalai district of Tripura", funded
by Department of Health Research, Government of India, in the Multi-disciplinary Research
Unit (MRU), Diphu Medical College and Hospital.
Date of Interview: 12/01/2026
Time: 11.00 AM
Venue: Academic Block, Diphu Medical College and Hospital, Baghmari, Diphu, Karbi
Anglong, Assam, 782460.

General Terms and Conditions:

1. The Interview will be Walk-in-Interview along with a Skill Test.
2. The candidates will have to bring the signed copy of bio-data and photocopy of all sup-

porting documents along with the original documents for verification.
3. No TA/DA will be paid for attending Interview.
4. The appointment will be valid for the period of 11 months only and will be co-terminated

with the Project.
5. The posts are purely temporary and are based on the tenure of the project. However, the

appointment can be terminated at any time even before the end of the contract period
due to any reason. In case of such premature termination, one month's notice or one
month's salary in lieu of the same will be provided. The same will not hold true in case of
premature termination due to performance related issues. Candidate can leave the job
prematurely giving one month's notice or one month's salary in lieu of the same.

6. Candidates are advised to bring Two recent self signed passport sized colored photo-
graphs.

7. Other instruction:
n These are purely contractual posts and as such they will not have any claim what-

soever for regularization neither in DMC&H, Diphu, nor at DHR/ICMR. The mere
fulfillment of requisite essential qualification/experience does not guarantee se-
lection.

n During the period of the project as well as on its termination, the DMCH, Diphu as
well as DHR will have no legal liabilities relating to staff.

n Performance will be accessed on a regular basis.
n No TA/DA will be paid, neither for appearing in the interview nor for joining the as-

signment and for the period of work.
8. The pay band for the above mentioned posts is subject to payment as per latest DHR

guidelines and receipt of funds from the funding authority.

SI. 
No.

1.

Name of Post

Laboratory
Technician

Number
of Post

1

Monthly
Remuneration

(20000+ 
Applicable HRA)

Minimum Qualification

Essential:
B.Sc. (MLT) from recognized uni-
versity (Registered)
OR
Diploma MLT from recognized uni-
versity (Registered)
Desirable:
n The candidate having experi-

ence in
ICMR/DHR/IDSP/CSIR/DBT/
any other project/Medical col-
lege.

n Knowledge of computer appli-
cation/Data management.

Note: Preference will be given to
candidate having BSc MLT over
the DMLT

Age
limit

21-30 
years

Sd/-
Principal-Cum-Chief Superintendent 

Diphu Medical College & Hospital
Diphu:::::AssamDIPR /D/HLT/268/7-Jan-26

DIPR /D/HLT/269/7-Jan-26

Demands to halt trade, boycott of Bangladeshi products
CHURACHANDPUR, Jan 6:
Four people, including three
women, were killed and several
others injured after a pick-up van
fell into a gorge in Manipur’s Chu-
rachandpur district on Tuesday, po-
lice said.

Around 30-40 people were trav-
elling in the truck, which was hired
for a wedding, they said.

The accident happened around
12 pm near the remote Ngaljang
village in the Singngat sub-divi-
sion of the district, they added.

The vehicle could not negotiate
a sharp turn and fell into the gorge,
police said.

The deceased were identified as
Thangmuanmung Khuptong,
Hauchiin, Chingngaihsiam and Ni-
angzaniang, they said. (PTI)

ITANAGAR, Jan 6: Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu
on Tuesday asserted that strict action
will be taken against those found
guilty in an alleged Rs 130-crore land
compensation scam linked to the
Lada-Sarli stretch of the state’s Fron-
tier Highway.

Khandu said the government’s one-
man inquiry committee has already
submitted its report on the matter. The
CM also said that the Arunachal
Pradesh government has ordered fresh
verification of land ownership records
and compensation payments related to
the Lada-Sarli stretch.

On demands from some quarters to
hand over the case to central agencies,
Khandu told reporters that the state
government does not have the author-
ity to take a call on it.

“The stretch of the highway is
being funded by the Centre, and it can
direct either the ED or the CBI to in-
vestigate the case,” he said.

The “scam” pertains to alleged ir-
regularities in land compensation dis-
bursed for the 125.5-km Lada-Sarli
segment of the strategic Arunachal
Frontier Highway, aimed at improv-
ing connectivity along the India-
China border. Earlier, the
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) had
arrested the land revenue and settle-
ment officer of East Kameng district
in connection with the case. (PTI)

Arunachal CM promises strict
action in Frontier Highway
land compensation ‘scam’

INVITATION
eCF No.FISH/382513/93

It is hereby informed to all the candidates selected by the State Level Recruitment
Commission (SLRC) under the Fishery Department, Government of Assam, that the distribution
of appointment letters will be conducted as per the venue, date, and time mentioned below:
SI.     Grade                    Venue                              Date           Time
No.
1.       Grade IV                         Jyoti Bishnu Antarjatik Kala Mandir,   09-01-2026   11:00 AM
                                                 Khanapara, Guwahati
2.       Grade III                         Arjun Bhogeswar Baruah Sports       10-01-2026  11:00 AM
                                                 Complex, Sarusajai, Guwahati
         Tea Tribes Candidates
3.       selected under               Venue will be notified shortly             -            -
         Tea Tribe Quota             
Important Instructions:
1. Each candidate is permitted to be accompanied by only one family member.
2. Candidates are advised to report at the venue by 9:30 AM positively.
3. Appointment letters shall be collected from the designated stall of the Fishery Depart-

ment at the venue.
4. Candidates must bring a copy of his/her Admit card generated for the purposes of ap-

pearing in the ADRE exam for verification.

Sd/-
Additional Secretary to the Govt. of Assam,

Fishery Department,
Dispur, Guwahati-6
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Was offered Urmila Matond-
kar’s role in ‘Pinjar’, but got
replaced: Juhi Babbar

As the political tempera-
ture in poll-bound Tamil
Nadu heats up, an ‘ide-

ology war’ is brewing in the box
office, with the political stake-
holders playing a role in the
clash of the movies as well.

During the mid-January Pon-
gal harvest festival, two Tamil
films, “Jana Nayagan” and
“Parasakthi”, each seen as
speaking its respective ideology,
are all set to assume centre
stage.

Actor Vijay’s 69th film Jana
Nayagan is also said to be his
last before he makes the full-
fledged entry into politics
through his Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) party. It is set
for a January 9 release.

Clashing with him is
‘Parasakthi,’ the namesake of
the 1952 blockbuster starring
Thespian Sivaji Ganesan in his
maiden role. It apparently
speaks an issue close to the rul-
ing DMK’s heart-- the language
struggle. On the political front
TVK and DMK are going all
guns against each other, with the
state elections only a few
months away from now.

Incidentally, Sivaji-starrer
“Parasakthi” also catapulted the
late DMK president M
Karunanidhi to great heights for
his fiery dialogues questioning
the then societal norms and so-
cial evils.

The Sivakarthikeyan-starrer
Parasakthi’s release this year
has been advanced by four days
from its original date of January
14. The film is distributed by
Red Giant Movies owned by

Udhayanidhi, Deputy Chief
Minister and son of Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin.

On the political turf, the race
for power in the 2026 Assembly
election is between the ruling
DMK dispensation and the
AIADMK combine, though the
TVK is actively present, making
it a triangular contest.

Sivakarthikeyan, who plays
the lead role in Parasakthi, has
been spotted on the DMK stages
on many occasions.

The film’s producer Aakash
Baskaran told reporters here re-
cently that Parasakthi has been
moved to January 10 due to
“some personal suggestions
from theatre owners and distrib-
utors,” speaking off speculations
that it was a “Vijay vs DMK”
face-off. “We took the call con-
sidering the equal screen split
factor suggestions from senior
distributors and theatre owners,”
Baskaran said.

The film is reportedly based
on a real-life character named
Chezhiyan who became a hero
for fighting against the imposi-
tion of Hindi- a subject close to
DMK’s heart - but the director
Sudha Kongara has clarified
that the movie is not a biopic.

“No one has addressed this
post-Independence movement
before. We are presenting it for
the first time,” producer
Baskaran said.

Though the film makers are
attempting to depict Parasakthi
as a non-political movie based
on the very political movement -
the 1965 student agitation
against Hindi imposition - its

political positioning is too clear
to be ignored.

Jana Nayagan’s plot, how-
ever, revolves seemingly around
the struggles of an ordinary
young man who takes on the
powerful. He is reluctantly
forced to enter into politics. This
is also one of the reasons for
Vijay’s entry into politics, to al-
legedly cleanse it of corruption.

Jana Nayagan directed by H
Vinoth and produced by KVN
Productions stars Pooja Hegde,
Bobby Deol, Mamitha Baiju,
Gautham Vasudev Menon,
Prakash Raj, Narain and Priya-
mani. Anirudh Ravichander has
composed the music while the
cinematography has been han-
dled by Sathyan Sooryan.

Parasakthi is directed by
Sudha Kongara, the filmmaker
behind the critically acclaimed
“Soorarai Pottru”.
Sivakarthikeyan in the lead role
as a railway loco pilot is drawn
into the student-led movement
against Hindi imposition and he
even confronts social inequality
in his journey.

Ravi Mohan, Atharvaa Mu-
rali, Sreeleela, Rana Daggubati,
Basil Joseph, and Guru Soma-
sundaram are part of the cast in
the film in which G V Prakash
Kumar has composed the music.

A DMK leader said Parasak-
thi fictionalised the anti-Hindi
agitation of 1960. “But consid-
ering the film as a political war
between DMK and TVK is un-
acceptable. The DMK is strong
on the ground and would con-
tinue its 2.O regime after the
election this year,” he said.

A BJP senior leader argued
that the films would hardly im-
pact the electoral prospects of
the parties.

“These may seem as an emo-
tional narrative but will not con-
nect with the masses during the
election,” he said and claimed
that it was a hype generated by
the media.

“The films will hardly make
political impact,” he added.

And as the slugfest continues
from the reel to the real, much is
yet to unfold in the 2026 As-
sembly election. (PTI)

Welcoming the New Year with melody, a new Assamese song titled “Xorotor Podulit” was re-
leased on January 3 on the YouTube channel Srishti Sonic, offering a special musical treat to
listeners.

The song has been sung by Srishti (Julika) Borphukan, a law graduate and an accomplished vocalist. 
She was once adjudged the best performer in the women’s wing of JB College, Jorhat, and later re-

ceived inter-college level recognition. 
Over the years, Srishti has built a distinct identity among music lovers through popular audio cas-

settes such as Monmoyuri, Sapunor Marami, Sonaru 99, Jadu, Kiyo Anjali, and others. 
A trained classical singer, she has also been deeply engaged in the practice of Borgeet. 
Several of her songs have been aired on Jorhat FM Radio, and her performances have featured on

various satellite television channels. 
She earlier received widespread appreciation for the song “Kun Tumi Duronir”, sung alongside

Zubeen Garg. “Xorotor Podulit” marks her latest release as a solo vocalist.
The lyrics, composition, and video concept of the song have been crafted by Anup Baruah, while the

music has been done by Pallab Talukdar. 
Instrumental support has been provided by Raja Baruah, Jibanta Apurba, and Subhankar Hazarika,

with mixing by Karnel.
The music video features graceful performances by popular actress and Kathak dancer Megharanjani

Medhi, alongside Dipankar Gayan. 
The choreography has been jointly designed by Megharanjani Medhi and Barnali Kalita. 
The video is directed by Samin Das and edited by Manas Kashyap. Rituparna Bora has designed the

poster, Anup Dutta has contributed the calligraphy, and Hirak Das has handled the make-up.
The video has gained 1,400 views after one day of its release on Monday.
Released at the very beginning of the New Year, “Xorotor Podulit” is expected to resonate strongly

with music lovers, say members of the creative team associated with the project.

Actor Juhi Babbar says she
was offered the lead role
in the 2003 drama “Pin-

jar”, based on Amrita Pritam’s
novel of the same name, but was
replaced in the end as the makers
were keen to cast a “bigger” ac-
tress.

The film, directed by Chan-
draprakash Dwivedi, is about the
struggles faced by Hindus and
Muslims during the Partition of
India. The movie featured Urmila
Matondkar in the lead role of
Puro alongside Manoj Bajpayee
and Sanjay Suri.

“There was a film called, ‘Pin-
jar’, I was going to play the role
that Urmila Matondkar played. I
would not blame Dr Chan-
draprakash Dwivedi for it, he ap-
preciates the work I do. He was

starting off then and he had said,
‘Whenever I make ‘Pinjar’, you
will act in it’ but then a huge pro-
ducer came on board and they
wanted a bigger actor,” Juhi told
PTI in an interview.

The director then offered her
the role of Laajo, but she said no
to it. The role was finally played
by Sandali Sinha of “Tum Bin”
fame.

“I told Dr. sahab ‘I won’t be
able to do it because my heart
was in Puro (lead role) and that
I’ll not be able to give my best. I
was thinking about the character
of Puro for a year, had read the
novel and then it didn’t happen.
So, things that have to happen
will happen. I was so young at
that time. Thankfully, I made
some correct decisions,” Juhi
said. The actor said both she and
Dwivedi still share a warm equa-
tion and the director praised her
work in “The Great Shamsuddin
Family”.

The actor said she was also
slated to work opposite Abhishek
Bachchan in the 2002 film,
“Shararat” but again she was re-
placed by another popular actor,
Hrishitaa Bhatt.

“I had a meeting with director
Guroudev Bhalla and I didn’t
even come to know that I’m not
doing it. Years later, Gurou sir
called me when he was making a
web-series and I looked at him
and said, ‘You do remember his-
tory?’ and he said, ‘Yes, and I re-
alise it’. “He came to me with an
important role in the series. Let’s
see when the web-series will see

the light of the day because there
are some issues with the makers.
It’s a beautiful series and I got
the opportunity to work with one
of the best actors of our industry,
Subodh Bhave. It’s his first
major Hindi work.”

Juhi has also acted in Karan
Johar-produced, “Dostana 2”,
which reportedly has been put on
the backburner.

“I was doing ‘Dostana 2’,
Mukesh Chabbra (casting direc-
tor) got me that film from
Dharma Productions. But the
film got shelved, I had shot for it,
60 per cent. I took up the role on
Mukesh’s advice. He had said,
‘Didi, do it, because people need
to know you’re around, and it’s a
Dharma film, so you’ll be
watched, you’ll be noticed’,” she

said. “I was never on social
media, never ever, just before
COVID, I came on social media,
I started making little videos,
posting photographs. I came on
social media after shooting for
‘Dostana 2’ when the team of
‘Dostana 2’ told me that I’m not
even on Instagram, and that peo-
ple need to see you,” she added.

Juhi has been garnering ac-

claim for her work in her latest
film, “The Great Shamsuddin
Family” and her play, “Ek
Lamha Zindagi”.

The actor said she will con-
tinue to straddle between films
and theatre. Her mother, ac-
claimed actor Nadira Babbar, is a
theatre veteran and has a com-
pany called Ekjute Theatre
Group. Before foraying into
movies, Juhi worked extensively
in theatre with her mother. 
She made her debut in 2003 with
“Kash Aap Hamare Hote” oppo-
site Sonu Nigam. Juhi said ini-
tially  her father, Raj Babbar, had
some reservations about her act-
ing in movies.

“I expressed this to my par-
ents, my father was not very
happy because (he was like a)
typical protective father, and he
said no. I too knew that my fa-
ther would want me to finish my
studies, and that’s the reason I
did that and then spoke about
acting. But he wasn’t happy,”
Juhi said, adding, she started
working backstage.

Juhi then did a play when she
was 21. Her mother offered her a
role in the play called ‘Yahudi Ki
Ladki’, a famous Urdu play by
Agha Hashar Kashmiri (on the
theme of persecution of Jews by
the Romans), followed by an-
other play called, ‘Begum Jaan’.

“My father was watching that
play (‘Begum Jaan’), and after
that, he said, ‘Juhi, you deserve a
film’. This I think was my
biggest achievement because my
father didn’t want me to act and
now, he was ready to make a film
for me.

“My father is the only actor,
who’s actually made a film for
his daughter because all other ac-
tors have only launched their
sons. In the Hindi film industry;
it was a huge step. After that, so
many actors got inspired. Today,
you see this generation, where so
many actors are out there pro-
moting their daughters, which is
fantastic. But the one to start it
was my dad,” she said.

In “The Great Shamsuddin
Family”, Juhi plays the role of
Humaira, the older sister to Bani
Ahmed and Iram. Bani is chasing
an important writing deadline
when her family, including her
two sisters, mother and other rel-
atives land at her home. She has
to complete her assignment while
trying to defuse a domestic emer-
gency. Juhi said as the eldest
child in her family, the role felt
like a natural fit. (PTI)

Pongal spice: 2 Tamil films turn bigger than 
entertainers, assume political overtones ahead of polls

‘Xorotor Podulit’
on YouTube

Mayasabha”, featuring
Jaaved Jaaferi in the
lead role, is set to re-
lease in theatres on Jan-

uary 30.
Directed by Rahi Anil Barve, the

film also stars Mohammad Samad,
Veena Jamkar, and Deepak Damle
in pivotal roles.

It “offers a gripping and intro-
spective exploration of human re-
lationships and the illusions that
shape human lives,” according to a
press release.

Before its theatrical release, the
film is set to be screened at the
Third Asian Film Festival.

Barve said the response to the
film has been encouraging. “The
audience response so far has been
extremely encouraging. Festivals

like the Third Asian Film Festival and PIFF provide an ideal platform
for a film like ‘Mayasabha’ to connect with discerning viewers. With
the theatrical release on 30th January, we are excited to take the film to
a much wider audience,” he said in a statement.

The film is presented and distributed by Pickle Entertainment, led by
Sameer Dixit and Rishikesh Bhiringi.

It is produced by Zirkon Films. (PTI)

Jaaved
Jaaferi-
starrer
‘Mayasa
bha’ to
release
on Janu-
ary 30

“
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Netherlands leave out Griekspoor, Van 
de Zandschulp for Davis Cup tie vs India

NEW DELHI, Jan 6: The
Netherlands have left out their top-
ranked singles players Tallon
Griekspoor and Botic van de
Zandschulp in their four-member
squad for the Davis Cup Qualifiers
tie against India in Bengaluru on
February 7-8.

Griekspoor, currently the Dutch
No.1 and ranked 25 in the world in
singles, and former world No.22
Van de Zandschulp, who is now
placed 75th, were notable omis-
sions from the team named by the
Royal Dutch Lawn Tennis Associ-
ation.

The Dutch challenge will in-
stead be led by Jesper de Jong,
ranked 71 in singles, along with
Guy den Ouden, who is placed
158th.

The doubles challenge will be
spearheaded by David Pel, the
world No.27 in doubles ATP rank-
ing chart, and Sander Arends,
ranked 35.

The Netherlands are hosting an
ATP 500 event in Rotterdam
around the same time and it might

have impacted their decision-mak-
ing in announcing the team.

The Dutch were without Griek-
spoor even in their last tie against
Argentina, losing 1-3 in the Qual-
ifiers Round II.

Jong had made his debut in that
tie and was the only player to win
a match while Van de Zandschulp
had lost his singles and later dou-
bles with Arends.

The India-Netherlands tie will
be played at the Karnataka State
Lawn Tennis Association Stadium,
with India aiming to make home
conditions count against a Dutch
side missing their most experi-
enced singles campaigners.

India will be led by Sumit Nagal
(ranked 275) and Dhakshineswar
Suresh (ranked 521).

Karan Singh (ranked 466) is the

third singles option for the hosts,
while Yuki Bhambri (ranked 21)
and Rithvik Bollipalli (ranked 91)
will take care of the doubles rub-
ber.

“The Netherland’s nominations
do not include their two top singles
players, and it adds a positive di-
mension to India’s prospects in the
contest,” India’s Davis Cup coach
Ashutosh Singh told PTI.

“Indian players are shaping up
strongly through their respective
pre-season preparations, and their
immediate transition into the Ben-
galuru Open ATP Challenger at the
KSLTA provides an ideal build-up
phase for the tie.

“Additionally, Sumit Nagal and
Dhakshineswar benefited from
valuable exposure at the World
League at the same venue, sharing
the court with top players such as
Daniil Medvedev and Gael Mon-
fils,” he added.

KSLTA is currently hosting ATP
125 Challenger, India’s biggest
ATP event, with country’s top
players competing. (PTI)

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 6: India
ace Lakshya Sen made a fine start
to the new season, advancing to the
men’s singles second round with a
hard-fought win over Jia Heng
Jason Teh of Singapore at the
Malaysia Open Super 750
badminton tournament
here on Tuesday.

The 24-year-old from
Almora, who won the
Australian Open and also
registered a final finish at
Hong Kong last season,
took 70 minutes to get
past world No. 21 Teh 21-
16 15-21 21-14 in a
thrilling opener.

A 2021 world championships
bronze medallist, Lakshya, cur-
rently ranked World No. 13, will
next face either sixth seed Christo
Popov of France or Lee Cheuk Yiu
of Hong Kong.

In women’s singles, Malvika
Bansod, returning after a six-
month layoff due to a left knee in-

jury, however, suffered a 11-21 11-
21 loss to seventh seed Ratchanok
Intanon of Thailand, a former
world champion in the opening
round.

Later in the day, Ayush Shetty,

who won the US Open Super 300,
will take on Malaysia’s Lee Zii Jia,
the Paris Olympics bronze-medal-
list.

Indian men’s doubles pair of ex-
perienced M R Arjun and 22-year-
old Hariharan Amsakarunan will
face Japan’s Hiroki Midorikawa
and Kyohei Yamashita. (PTI)

Malaysia Open: Lakshya enters
second round, Malvika out

NEW DELHI, Jan 6: Information
related to sports federations and as-
sociations recognised by the Union
Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports should be proactively dis-
closed on the ministry’s website to
ensure transparency and accounta-
bility, the CIC has directed.

Underlining the country’s aspira-
tions to host the 2036 Summer
Olympics, Information Commis-
sioner P R Ramesh said transparent
functioning of sports bodies will
strengthen India’s sporting ecosys-
tem manifold.

The Central Information Com-
mission (CIC) made the observa-
tion while hearing a Right to
Information (RTI) petition by
Sacheen Gandhi seeking details of
the recognition status of various
sports federations like All India
Carrom Federation, Kho-kho Fed-
eration of India, Amateur Kabbadi
Federation of India, Squash Rackets
Federation of India and Softball As-
sociation of India.

While holding that the ministry
had provided an appropriate reply
under the RTI Act, the CIC empha-
sised that proactive disclosure of
such information would reduce cit-
izens’ dependence on RTI applica-
tions for accessing basic and vital
details.

“As India aspires to host the 2036
Summer Olympics, marking a huge
step in the country’s rise as a sports
superpower, the transparent func-

tioning of sports bodies will
strengthen India’s sporting ecosys-
tem manifold,” Ramesh said.

Referring to Section 4 of the RTI
Act, the Commission said every
public authority must make con-
stant efforts to place maximum in-
formation in the public domain
through various means, including
the internet.

“Voluntary disclosure of all in-
formation that ought to be displayed

in the public domain should be the
rule and members of the public
seeking information through RTI
application should be an excep-
tion,” it observed.

The CIC noted that an open gov-
ernment, which is the core objective
of the RTI Act, can be realised only
when public authorities comply
with proactive disclosure norms
and update their websites at regular
intervals.

Advising the sports ministry to
ensure regular updates on recog-
nised sports federations and associ-
ations, the Commission said such
disclosures would enhance trans-
parency, disseminate correct infor-
mation and also obviate the need for
filing RTI applications on matters
of public importance.

The appeal was disposed of with
no further action, though the Com-
mission advised the ministry to
proactively disclose information re-
lated to recognised sports bodies
going forward. (PTI)

CIC advocates transparency in sports
bodies, cites 2036 Olympics ambition

Manipur media or-
ganisations threaten

MANCHESTER (ENGLAND),
Jan 6: Manchester City and Croatia
defender Joško Gvardiol needs sur-
gery this week for a fracture to his
right leg and faces months out ahead
of the World Cup.

The 23-year-old Gvardiol “suf-
fered a tibial fracture to his right
leg” in the second half of a 1-1 draw
against Chelsea at the weekend,
City confirmed in a statement late
Monday. He will have surgery this
week and City gave no timetable for
his return.

City trails Premier League leader
Chelsea by six points and is well set
to advance directly to the round of
16 in the Champions League which
resumes in March. The club is
fourth in the 36-team standings with
two league-phase games left this
month at Bodo/Glimt and hosting
Galatasaray. Croatia starts its World
Cup group on June 17 against Eng-
land at the Dallas Cowboys sta-
dium. Croatia then plays Panama in
Toronto and Ghana in Philadelphia.

Gvardiol is likely to miss Croa-
tia’s visit to the United States in
March for warmup games against
Colombia and Brazil. (AP)

Gvardiol has
broken leg 
and faces

months out

STRASBOURG (FRANCE),
Jan 6: Liam Rosenior confirmed
his exit from French club Stras-
bourg on Tuesday and strongly
hinted he will be the next Chelsea
coach.

Rosenior has been praised for
turning Strasbourg, which is part
of the same ownership group as
Chelsea, into a force in French soc-
cer after a seventh-place finish last
season. Rosenior told a press con-
ference in Strasbourg he has an
agreement with Chelsea but has
not signed a contract.

“Everything is agreed, it will
probably go through in the next
few hours,” he said.

“It looks like I will be the next
manager of that football club.”

Rosenior’s previous jobs include
a stint as assistant coach at Derby
to Wayne Rooney, who praised his
“incredible” work ethic and atten-
tion to detail.

“He’s more than capable of
going into Chelsea and doing a
great job,” Rooney said on his pod-
cast on Monday. “His detail, how
he approaches day to day, he’s as
good as I’ve ever worked with.”

The 41-year-old Rosenior has
never coached in the Premier
League.

Chelsea last week parted com-
pany with Enzo Maresca, who

spent 18 months in charge.
Moving to Chelsea will bring

much more visibility and pressure
for Rosenior.

The fifth permanent coach since
BlueCo ownership took over in
2022, Rosenior will inherit a team
which is capable of high-level suc-
cess but has lacked consistency.
Chelsea is fifth in the league with
a 17-point gap to leader Arsenal.

Rosenior could head straight
into his first competitive game on
Wednesday against Fulham, one of
his former clubs as a player.

Interim coach Calum McFarlane
laid out one potential challenge
when he revealed some players
had been left stunned by the deci-
sion to move on from Maresca’s
18-month tenure.

“Enzo was incredibly successful

with this group and some of them
were shocked by the decision,”
McFarlane said on Sunday.

Maresca left after a reported
breakdown in his relationships
with club management and made
cryptic public comments about a
lack of support. McFarlane stepped
in as interim coach to oversee Sun-
day’s 1-1 draw with Manchester
City. Getting the Chelsea job is a
rare top-level opportunity for a
Black British coach in the Premier
League.

“This opportunity for me is
something I can’t turn down at this
moment in my life,” Rosenior said,
adding that the perspective of
being reunited with his family
added an extra incentive.

“It means that I can go home and
see my kids,” he said. “I’m away
from my children, I missed them.
And I wanted to make the sacrifice
of not seeing them worth it, with
the success that we have here.”

Son of former player and coach
Leroy Rosenior, Liam played in
the Premier League as a full back
for Fulham, Reading, Hull and
Brighton over the course of a 16-
year professional career, as well as
for England Under-21s.

He returned to Hull for his first
head coach role in 2022 and joined
Strasbourg two years later. (AP)

Liam Rosenior leaves Strasbourg and confirms
he has an agreement to manage Chelsea
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NEW DELHI, Jan 6: West Indies all-rounder
Chinelle Henry believes the upcoming Women’s Pre-
mier League (WPL) season starting later this week is
vital for her preparation for the international season
ahead. In seven WPL matches in 2025, she scored 163
runs at a strike rate close to 196, including a blistering
62, and picked up six wickets with her medium-pace
bowling after coming in as a replacement for UP War-
riorz’s Alyssa Healy.

Her blend of explosive batting and useful bowling
led to Delhi Capitals spending ` 1.3 crore to secure
her services in the players’ auction.

“This competition is definitely good preparation.
There are a few of us here -- myself, Deandra (Dottin)
and Hayley (Mathews) -- and it’s also a chance to ce-
ment our spots and give the selectors something to
think about before the World Cup,” Henry told PTI
Videos.

“Being selected shows that the job I did last year
was appreciated. This team has reached the final three
times, so the goal is to go one step further.”

On her role with the team, Henry said conversations
with captain Jemimah Rodrigues and the coaching
staff have been clear and encouraging.

“They’ve told me not to change my game. I was
brought in because of the type of player I am --
whether it’s finishing games with the bat or contribut-
ing with the ball,” she said.

The 30-year-old Henry said the environment at the
Delhi Capitals has helped her settle quickly.

“It’s a big family. From the minute I got here, they
made me feel comfortable,” she said, adding that the

training camp has been focused on building combina-
tions and refining roles ahead of the season.

She said missing out of the women’s ODI World
Cup by the narrowest of margins has been really
painful.

“That (World Cup miss) was really painful for us,”
she said.

“Being at home and watching while everyone else
was in India playing was extremely hard. That’s a feel-
ing we never want to have again,” she added.

West Indies failed to secure a place in the quadren-
nial ODI tournament despite a six-wicket win over
Thailand, finishing with a net run rate just 0.013 be-
hind Bangladesh in the World Cup Qualifiers. The
Women in Maroon and Gold missed the quadrennial
showpiece for the first time since 2000.

The disappointment, she said, has been a learning
experience as West Indies prepare for the Women’s
T20 World Cup in England later this year. (PTI)

DC told me not to change my game in WPL:
West Indies all-rounder Chinelle Henry

NEW DELHI, Jan 6: Country’s sports
fraternity on Tuesday expressed deep
sorrow at the death of former IOA pres-
ident Suresh Kalmadi, calling it a huge
loss to the Olympic movement in India.

A towering figure in Indian sports ad-
ministration for more than two decades,
the 81-year-old Kalmadi died at a hospi-
tal in Pune in the early hours of Tuesday.

“As IOA President, I am saddened by
the demise of former IOA President Shri.
Suresh Kalmadi ji. He was also President
AFI for nearly two decades where he in-
troduced numerous developmental pro-
grams for the growth of Athletics in
India. My condolences to his family! Om
Shanti!,” wrote current IOA chief PT
Usha in ‘X’.

Calling it a personal loss, former Ath-
letics Federation of India (AFI) Secre-
tary and Kalmadi’s long-time associate
Lalit Bhanot said the former Congress
MP’s role in the growth of Indian sport
was unparalleled.

“It is sad to hear the sudden demise of

our beloved friend and sport’s leader. His
contribution to uplift indian sports will
be remembered,” said Bhanot, who is
currently AFI’s planning commission
chief.

“He was President of AFI for almost
two decades and introduced many devel-
opmental programs. He was dedicated
sports promoter who brought many
changes in indian sports. As head Indian
Olympics Association, he organised Afro
Asian Games, Commonwealth Games
and revived National Games.

Highlighting Kalmadi’s role in bring-
ing foreign athletes to India, Bhanot said:
“He introduced prize money track-and-
field permit meets in the early 1990s and
invited elite foreign athletes, including
Olympic champions like Carl Lewis and
Mike Powell, which changed the concept
of sports in the country.

“He was a great sports administrator
and wonderful person. I convey my con-
dolences to his family and all supporters.
It is personal loss. We will miss him al-

ways RIP.”
Former IOA secretary general Rajeev

Mehta, who worked closely with
Kalmadi, also condoled his death.

“I am deeply saddened by the passing
of Shri Suresh Kalmadi. His demise is a

profound loss to the Indian sporting fra-
ternity and the Olympic movement in
India,” said Mehta, who served as secre-
tary general of IOA for 8 years from
2014 to 2022.

“As former President of the Indian
Olympic Association, he played a pivotal
role in shaping sports administration in
the country. The creation of Olympic
Bhawan stands as a lasting symbol of his
vision and commitment to building
strong institutions for Indian sport.

“I extend my heartfelt condolences to
his family, colleagues, and all those as-
sociated with the sporting community
and pray for strength in these difficult
times. May his soul rest in peace, and
may his contributions to Indian sport al-
ways be remembered,” added Mehta, the
current Secretary General of the Fencing
Association of India.

Kalmadi served as IOA president from
1996 to 2011, making him one of the
longest-serving heads of the country’s
apex Olympic body.

He also served as president of the
Asian Athletics Association and was a
member of the IAAF (now World Athlet-
ics) Council, making him one of India’s
most powerful sports administrators in-
ternationally.

“Feeling profound sorrow and deep
regret at the passing of the dynamic Shri
Suresh Kalmadi, former President of In-
dian Olympic Association and Athletics
Federation of India. He was a giant
sports administrator,” Adille Sumari-
walla, vice president of World Athletics
and spokesperson of the AFI, wrote on
‘X’.

“My heartfelt condolences to the fam-
ily. #InMemoriam.”

Paying his tribute to Kalmadi, AFI
president Bahadur Singh Sagoo said:
“He will always be remembered as a
dedicated and inspirational sports admin-
istrator whose unwavering commitment
to the cause of the Indian athletics has
left an indelible mark. He also made ef-
forts to initiate Railway travel conces-

sions for sportspersons.”
During his tenure as IOA chief, India

achieved a historic breakthrough at the
2008 Beijing Olympics, when shooter
Abhinav Bindra won the country’s first
ever individual Olympic gold medal.

“Saddened to hear about the passing
of Mr. Suresh Kalmadi. My condolences
to his family and loved ones. May they
find strength in this difficult time,”
Bindra wrote on ‘X’.

Kalmadi was also the Chairman of the
Organising Committee when Delhi
hosted the Commonwealth Games in
2010 even though the event itself was
mired in controversies due to allegations
of corruption and mismanagement.

Kalmadi was also closely associated
with the growth of athletics and sports
infrastructure in Pune, his Parliament
constituency.

He played a key role in initiatives such
as the Pune International Marathon,
which is a regular fixture on the Indian
athletics calendar. (PTI)

He was a giant of Indian sports: Fraternity mourns Kalmadi’s death

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, Jan 6: The an-
nual sports meet of Motilal Periwal
Senior Secondary School, one of
the premier educational institu-
tions in the Margherita region,
concluded successfully on Tues-
day.

Along with the school’s annual
sports meet, an inter-school bad-
minton competition was also or-
ganised, in which 20 teams from
various schools under the
Margherita Co-District partici-
pated, adding competitive spirit
and wider engagement to the
event.

The programme began with a
yoga session, following which
Trilok Gupta, chairman of Oil Val-
ley School, who attended the clos-
ing ceremony as chief guest,
formally hoisted the flag.

The closing ceremony was at-
tended by several distinguished
personalities, including Dr Runjun
Saikia, professor of Margherita
College, poet Parul Saikia, journal-
ists Manash Pratim Gogoi, Sami-

ran Borthakur, Mithun Baruah and
Prabhat Borah, retired physical ed-
ucation instructor Debojyoti Bud-
hagohain, Rupanjali Bordoloi,
Debabrat Bardalai, along with
other eminent personalities.

Addressing the gathering,
Midka Saharia, director of Motilal
Periwal Senior Secondary School,
said the institution organises its an-
nual sports meet every year and
added that the inter-school bad-

minton competition was intro-
duced this year to encourage wider
participation. He emphasised that
sports play a vital role in personal-
ity development and help students
become more health conscious.

The event concluded with en-
thusiasm and appreciation from
students, teachers and guests for
promoting sportsmanship and
physical fitness among young
learners.

Annual sports meet of Motilal Periwal
Senior Secondary School concludes 

Anahat 
enters British

Junior Open
squash final

NEW DELHI, Jan 6: Top-seeded
Indian Anahat Singh registered a
fine win over Egypt’s Malika El
Karaksy in the semifinals to storm
into her maiden women’s under-19
final at the prestigious British Jun-
ior Open squash here.

The 17-year-old, winner of 12
PSA Tour titles, secured a 11-8, 11-
7, 11-9 win over Malika in just 28
minutes at the University of Birm-
ingham. Anahat will meet Euro-
pean junior champion and second
seed Lauren Baltayan of France in
the summit clash.

This is Anahat’s ninth British
Junior Open final across age-
groups, as she aims to become only
the second Indian to win the U-19
title after Joshna Chinappa in 2005.

Anahat, who beat Malika in the
BJO U-17 final and the World Jun-
ior Championships quarterfinals
last year, kept attacking the front
corners and converted those oppor-
tunities into winners to close out
the contest in straight games in
what is the 100th anniversary edi-
tion of the tournament. (PTI)
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Head, Smith centuries put Australia in control after 3 days of the final Ashes Test
SYDNEY, Jan 6: Travis Head’s third
century of the series and Steve Smith’s
first guided Australia to a 134-run first-
innings lead over England by stumps on
the third day of the fifth and final Ashes
test.

Head resumed Tuesday at 91 and was
out for 163 from 166 balls, a masterful in-
nings to follow his match-winning 123 in
the second innings of the first test at Perth
and his 170 in the second innings of the
third test at Adelaide.

Smith was 129 not out at stumps, ele-
vating a relatively disappointing series
with the bat. His previous highest score
in the series was 61 in the first innings at
Adelaide.

The century was Smith’s 13th in Ashes
tests, the 37th of his career and his fifth
at the Sydney Cricket Ground. With it, he
moved up to sixth on the all-time list of
most test centuries.

At stumps, Australia was 518-7 in
reply to England’s first innings of 384.

Beau Webster was unbeaten on 42 and
had put on 81 runs with Smith for the
eighth wicket, expanding Australia’s

lead.
“It was a really nice day today with a

couple of nice partnerships,” Smith said.
“Hopefully, we can put a little partnership
together, get up over a 200 lead and the
wicket starts to play a few more tricks.

“I just love batting here, obviously it’s
my home deck. I know the ground really
well and when I get in here I really like
batting here.”

Khawaja salutedWhile Head and
Smith’s centuries elicited huge cheers
and Head’s departure earned a standing
ovation, the greatest cheers of the day
were reserved for Usman Khawaja when
he arrived at the crease in his 88th and
final test for Australia. Khawaja will re-
tire at the end of the series.

He made 17 from 49 balls at the
ground where he made his test debut 15
years ago, and he departed also to a
standing ovation. Khawaja is an Aus-
tralian fan favorite for his dogged nature
and, as a Pakistan-born Muslim, for his
courage to discuss issues of race and be-
longing.

Head’s hundredHead reached triple

figures from 105 balls, becoming the first
Australian opener since Matthew Hayden
in 2002-03 to post three centuries in an

Ashes series.
The 32-year-old left-hander reached

the milestone with the 17th boundary of

his innings.
His two previous centuries contributed

heavily to Australia retaining the Ashes
in 11 days of action. In Sydney, he’s
helped the home team rebound after Eng-
land’s drought-breaking win last week in
the fourth test in Melbourne.

Head had a big reprieve when he was
dropped on 121 by Will Jacks from Bry-
don Carse’s bowling. He hit a short ball
out to mid-wicket where Jacks put down
a regulation chance.

He slowed his run-rate for a while but
then accelerated after nightwatchman
Michael Neser (24) was caught behind
off Brydon Carse, ending a 72-run third-
wicket stand.

Head hit the first six of the innings and
then surpassed 150 with another bound-
ary to take him to 153 from 152 balls. His
tally was up to 24 boundaries and a six
by lunch on Day 3. When he was out for
163 in the second session, Australia was
288-4.

Smith takes commandSmith then
shared partnerships of 51 with Khawaja,
27 with Alex Carey (16) and 61 with

Cameron Green, who threw away a good
start and was out for 37 when he was
caught trying to pull a short ball from
Carse. Green’s single off Ben Stokes in
the 94th over brought Australia level with
England’s total, then Smith’s boundary in
the same over took the home side into the
lead.

Smith reached his century from 166
balls with 11 fours and a six.

He has always been hyperactive at the
crease and hypersensitive to movement
in the crowd even well away from the
bowler’s arm. On Tuesday he was espe-
cially energetic, hopping, bouncing, ges-
turing, wandering away from the crease,
turning somersaults as he evaded short-
pitched balls and ending the day be-
daubed in dirt from pitch.

At one point he asked Carse to turn his
sunglasses around because the reflection
was distracting.

“It just kind of happens when I’m out
there and when I’m doing those things it
means I’m in a good zone,” Smith said.
“Hopefully, we can see a few more of
them.” (AP)

Mustafizur unlikely to
get any compensation

KOLKATA, Jan 6: Bangladesh
pacer Mustafizur Rahman is un-
likely to receive any financial com-
pensation after being released by
Kolkata Knight Riders on the in-
structions of the BCCI, despite
having no role in the circumstances
that led to the termination of his
contract.

Mustafizur was bought by KKR
for ` 9.20 crore at the IPL auction
following competitive bids from
Chennai Super Kings and Delhi
Capitals. The Indian Board didn’t
specify the reasons for its decision
and merely stated that it was neces-
sitated by “the developments all
around”.

In a retaliatory move, the
Bangladesh Cricket Board has de-
manded the shifting of their T20
World Cup games from India to Sri
Lanka.

While the move has triggered
debate over the player’s rights, es-
pecially since he neither voluntar-
ily pulled out of the competition
nor was accused of any wrongdo-

ing, sources say the existing insur-
ance framework leaves little room
for compensation.

“The salaries of all IPL players
are insured. For foreign interna-
tional players, normally the fran-
chise pays if he is injured after
joining the camp or during the
course of the tournament.

“Normally up to 50 percent is
paid from insurance. It is better for
India’s injured centrally contracted
cricketers who normally get paid
by the BCCI,” an IPL source in the
know of things told PTI on condi-
tion of anonymity.

However, Mustafizur’s case
does not fall under the standard in-
surance clauses. Since the release
was not due to injury or a cricket-
ing reason linked to participation
in the league, KKR are not con-
tractually bound to pay him any
amount.

“In case of an insurance claim,
this current situation isn’t covered
so KKR are under no official obli-
gation to pay a penny. (PTI)

MUMBAI, Jan 6: She considers
Australia the best women’s cricket
team in the world right now but
Ashleigh Gardner is also spooked
by the fact that recently-crowned
ODI world champion India is well
on its way to become a “very hard
to beat” side in the coming decade.

Gardner, who was a part of the
Australian team which lost to India
in the Women’s World Cup semifi-
nal last year, said Harmanpreet
Kaur and Co. are improving by
leaps and bounds.

“India’s going to be one of those
teams in the next five to ten years
that are going to be very hard to
beat,” said Gardner, who would be
turning up for Gujarat Giants in the
Women’s Premier League starting
January 9.

“It’s an exciting prospect, it’s
scary as an Australian, but I guess
knowing that the game is growing
so quickly and rapidly over here,

it’s fantastic to see.”
However, Gardner said she still

believes Australia is the best team
in the world when asked how they
processed the defeat to India.

“I’ve said in the media since that
World Cup (and) I’m not denying
that I still think we’re the best team
in the world. World Cups showcase
your win in those high-pressure
moments,” she said.

“If we played any team ten times
in a row, I would say that we’re
probably going to win eight or nine
times. That might sound really
cocky, but I just believe that we are
the best team in the world still. It
was a pretty hard defeat playing
against a very good side. We know
how damaging India can be and we
got challenged throughout,” she
added. Gardner does not read
much into the absence of a front-
line Indian batter in Gujarat Giants’
camp for the Women’s Premier

League and insists that it won’t
come in the way of her side’s push
to win the coveted event.

While the Giants only have
seamer Renuka Singh Thakur from
the Women’s World Cup-winning
Indian squad in their ranks, they
have a star-studded bench of over-
seas batters in Beth Mooney,
Danni Wyatt-Hodge and Sophie
Devine to do the heavy-lifting.

“If you look at all the teams, the
overseas (batters) do a lot of the
heavy-lifting in all regards. I don’t
think it’s going to be any different
in our side,” Gardner told the
media here during a press confer-
ence organised by the franchise.

“Certainly we would have loved
a more experienced Indian batter,
but they’re all aligned to other
teams and there’s plenty of youth
within our side.

“Yes, we might not have the
likes of Harman (Harmanpreet

Kaur) or Smriti (Mandhana) within
our side, but we have to win with
who we’ve got. We’ve got a fantas-
tic squad this year, there’s no rea-
son that we can’t win,” she added.

Gardner said having Renuka by
her side in the WPL gives her a lot
of assurance.

““Renuka has played for India
for quite a long time, so I’ve had
the privilege of playing against her
quite a lot and it’ll be nice to have
her on my team this year, knowing
that her skill set, she’s obviously a
wicket-taker, bowling (option) in
the power play and bowling those
hard overs,” she said.

“Knowing that I’ve got someone
that I can throw the ball to at the
start and someone that I’ve got
faith in certainly helps,” Gardner
added.

With the women’s T20 World
Cup to be played later this year in
England, Renuka said the Indian
players will keep working towards
the “next goal”.

“We have seen a lot of changes
since winning the World Cup. We
enjoyed a lot for a month but then
the message arrived to start train-
ing and we played in the Sri Lanka
series,” Renuka said.

“Everyone knows what the next
goal is and now the standard has
been set, we would want to keep it
that way.”

Renuka admitted she had to
work on her mental strength after
the first edition of WPL.

“Yes my performances have not
been that great (in WPL) but all
that is in the past and I cannot keep
thinking about it,” she said.

“I will try to remain mentally
strong because I remember in the
first season I was mentally weak,
and I worked on it,” Renuka added.
(PTI)

India women would be hard to beat 
in near future: Australia’s Gardner

The Suresh Kalmadi legacy: From IAF Pilot
to India’s foremost sports administrator

NEW DELHI, Jan 6: Resourceful but also hugely con-
troversial and almost always in the line of fire. This was
Suresh Kalmadi as one of India’s most towering sports
administrators in varied roles for over two decades.

The former Indian Olympic Association (IOA) Pres-
ident, who breathed his last early this morning in Pune,
was a dynamic man, whose command on Indian sports
yielded both success and scandal.

Born in Madras in 1944, Kalmadi studied at Fergus-
son College in Pune, the city he went on to represent in
the Parliament.

But much before entering politics or taking up sports
administration, Kalmadi served in the Indian Air Force
from 1964 to 1974, first as a commissioned pilot and
then an instructor before retiring as a Squadron Leader.

Then came the political journey after being spotted
by Sharad Pawar. The Maharashtra-man was appointed
Pune Youth Congress chief and later developed close
ties with Sanjay Gandhi and former Prime Minster
Rajiv Gandhi.

After the Congress split in the late 1980s, Kalmadi
stayed with the Indian National Congress and was
elected to the Rajya Sabha in 1982, 1988, 1994 and
1998.

During his tenure as a Rajya Sabha MP, he also
served as Union Minister of State for Railways in the
PV Narasimha Rao government in 1995.

Kalmadi was elected to the Lok Sabha from Pune in
1996, but lost the seat in the very next general election
before making a comeback by winning the 2004 and
2009 polls.

However, what brought him fame and a degree of in-
famy was his transition into the most powerful Indian
sports administrator of his time.

He brought several top-class events to the country in-
cluding the 2003 Afro Asian Games, the 2008 Com-
monwealth Youth Games, the 2010 Commonwealth
Games, as well as two Asian Athletics Championships
in 1989 and 2013. His tenure as IOA chief lasted from
1996 to 2011, the year allegations of corruption in the
conduct of the Commonwealth Games (CWG) were
levelled against him, culminating in his arrest.

However, in April this year, the Enforcement Direc-
torate filed a closure report in the case, giving him a
clean chit.

The mostly soft-spoken and reticent administrator
was pushed into international limelight during the scan-
dal and became the face of everything that went wrong
in the organisation of the costliest CWG of all time
while he headed its Organising Committee.

He vehemently denied any wrongdoing but those as-

sertions were lost in the public outrage and cacophony
of news channel debates.

Despite the lasting damage the charges did to his rep-
utation, it would be unfair to make Kalmadi’s legacy all
about the CWG wrongs.

As head of the IOA, one of his biggest successes was
to revive the National Games.

He managed to organise the National Games at reg-
ular intervals and at different venues including Pune,
Bengaluru, Chandigarh, Hyderabad, and Manipur.

He was closely associated with Indian athletics, serv-
ing as the Athletics Federation of India (AFI) President
for 19 years from 1987 to 2006.

During this time, he managed to pull in international
track and field stars for eight meets in Delhi from 1989
to 1998. He also helped in organising the Pune Interna-
tional Marathon, which is now a regular fixture.

New Delhi also hosted the Asian Athletics Champi-
onships in 1989 for the first time in the country’s his-
tory.

Elected as the Asian Athletics Association (AAA)
president in 2001, he launched Asian Grand Prix Ath-
letics meet in 1990.

He also brought Asian Athletics Championships to
Pune in 2013 but lost the AAA president’s elections to
current chief Dahlan Al Hamad in the polls held just be-
fore the continental showpiece at his hometown.

He also organised the World Half Marathon in 2004
in New Delhi after becoming the first Indian to get
membership of the World Athletics Council from 2001
to 2013.

Kalmadi was honoured with the Association of Na-
tional Olympic Committees (ANOC) award in Beijing
in 2008 for his role in spreading awareness on Olympic
Games. (PTI)

ICC T20 Rankings: 
Harmanpreet moves

up two places, Deepti
loses top spot

DUBAI, Jan 6: India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur on Tuesday
moved up two spots to reach 13th
position in the latest ICC
Women’s T20I ranking for bat-
ters, following her match-win-
ning knock in the fifth and final
game against Sri Lanka in Thiru-
vananthapuram.

India won the game by 15
runs, making a cleansweep for
the five-match series which con-
cluded on December 30.

Harmanpreet smashed 68 off
43 deliveries to bag the Player of
the Match award and moved to-
wards the top 10.

Smriti Mandhana and Shafali
Verma continued to hold on to
their third and sixth spots respec-
tively as Australia’s Beth
Mooney extended her stay at the
top.

Jemimah Rodrigues, however,
slipped out of the top 10, and is
placed 12th.

Deepti Sharma lost the top
spot in the bowling rankings, as
her return of one for 28 in the
fifth T20I was not enough to stop
Australia’s Annabel Sutherland’s
climb to the top.

Deepti has one rating point less
than Sutherland’s 736 as the Aus-
tralian fast-bowling all-rounder
regained the No 1 position, which
she first attained in August 2025
when Pakistan spinner Sadia
Iqbal had similarly conceded the
top spot to her.

The bowling rankings also saw
Indian left-arm spinner Shree
Charani advance five places to
47th. (PTI)

Glenn Phillips explores left-arm 
batting to counter left-arm spin

NEW DELHI, Jan 6: Gearing up
for the upcoming T20 World Cup
in India, explosive New Zealand
batter Glenn Phillips believes his
increasingly refined left-handed
batting offers a glimpse of the fu-
ture, particularly as a weapon
against left-arm spin.

Known for his out-of-the-box
approach, Phillips turned heads
during a New Zealand Super
Smash clash against Central Dis-
tricts last Tuesday, smashing an
unbeaten 90 for Otago.

What stunned spectators and
the opponents alike was not just
the innings, but the manner in
which he dismantled left-arm

spinner Jayden Lennox -- batting
left-handed, including a six over
extra cover that would have sailed
over midwicket had he stood in
his usual right-handed stance.

“I do enjoy my left-handed bat-
ting training,” Phillips was quoted
saying in ESPNCricinfo.

“Obviously, I do it for multiple
reasons. One, just to keep both
hands and both sides of the brain
working, but also just for the op-
portunity to, I guess, take down
left-arm spin at some stage.”

In modern day cricket, the ball
turning away from the batter is
considered a favourable match-
up, prompting teams to prioritise

left-arm orthodox spinners given
the predominance of right-handed
batters.

Explaining his innovation to
New Zealand Cricket, Phillips
said it has been “a couple of
years” in the making.

“It’s more of a future thing,” he
said.

“But for the opportunity to
come in a game where there’s
going to be a lot of left-arm off-
spin bowling, I guess it sort of
made sense to give it a go and
bring it back to the forefront of the
training leading into that game.
And the fact that the opportunity
came during the game to use it

was quite good.”
Phillips admitted that several

factors need to align before he
fully unleashes his inner left-han-
der in competitive cricket.

“It’s just trusting the training
and understanding that I’ve just
got to watch the ball as much as
possible and I guess know that
I’ve done the work and I’ve done
the preparation and so there’s no
reason it shouldn’t work,” he said.

“But also, I guess, I generally
have used it in the situation where
there’s nothing left to lose.
There’s a couple overs left and it’s
now time for a bit of fun, I guess,
really.”

New Zealand’s white-ball tour
of India begins with an ODI in
Vadodara on Sunday.

After the three-match ODI se-
ries, the teams will compete in a
five-match T20I series, serving as
the final build-up to the T20
World Cup, which begins on Feb-
ruary 7 and will be held simulta-
neously in India and Sri Lanka.

“The preparation is going to be
perfect,” Phillips said. “Obvi-
ously, the conditions may be a lit-
tle bit different to what we’ll
actually get in the World Cup.

“You never quite know what
sort of pitches that people will
produce, especially if we’re play-
ing subcontinent teams.

“They tend to try and produce
something that’s a little bit more
spin-friendly. But when we’re on
this T20 and ODI tour, they tend
to produce pitches that are really
quite good,” he concluded. (PTI)
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