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Govt directs shipping operators to refrain
from predatory pricing amid crisis

Contd. from Page 6...

NEW DELHI, March 10: LPG
production, CNG, and piped cook-
ing gas will take precedence over
all other sectors using natural gas
as the government rejigged alloca-
tion to ensure uninterrupted supply
for households and transport sec-
tors.

As the widening West Asia con-
flict disrupted 30 per cent of India’s
gas supply, the oil ministry, in a
gazette notification, ordered avail-
able gas to be diverted from non-
priority sectors to key users.

India meets half of its 191 mil-
lion standard cubic metres per day
(mmscmd) of gas consumption
through imports. With the stalling
of tanker movement through the
Strait of Hormuz, about 60 mm-
scmd gas from the Middle East has
been disrupted.

The remaining liquefied natural
gas (LNG) has been reprioritised to
meet 100 per cent of demand of
LPG production, CNG, and piped
cooking gas (PNG), 80 per cent of
commercial users of the fuel and 70
per cent of fertiliser unit needs.

“We are monitoring the situation
on a minute-to-minute basis and
are alive to the evolving needs. We
have just now reprioritised gas al-
location to help meet the full de-
mand of key sectors,” a top
ministry official said.

The re-allocation has been done
to primarily augment LPG supplies
that had been strained after the war
in the Middle East disrupted half of
the cooking gas supplies.

Later, Oil Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri in a post on X said, “We
have taken steps to ensure that
100% supply of CNG & PNG to
domestic consumers is ensured and
other industries continue to get 70-
80% of their supplies, despite the
war situation.”

“We are committed to ensure un-
interrupted supply of affordable en-
ergy to our domestic consumers.
There is no shortage for domestic
consumers and no reason to panic,”
he said.

Liquefied petroleum gas, or
LPG, is primarily produced from
the processing of natural gas and is

also a byproduct of crude oil refin-
ing. It is made by separating and
purifying propane and butane
gases, which are then pressurised
into a liquid state for easy transport
and storage in steel cylinders typi-
cally seen in homes and restaurants
for cooking.

According to the gazette notifi-
cation issued late on Monday, the
latest order issued under Essential
Commodities Act of 1955 will
override all outstanding contracts
and other commercial arrange-
ments for sale of LNG.

The freed gas will be allocated
according to a priority list based on
actual average usage over the past
six months, the notification said.

With LPG production from tra-
ditional stream at saturation levels,
the government has also previously
ordered refineries to maximise out-
put by diverting streams from
petrochemicals.

“There has been a 10 per cent in-
crease in production following
these measures,” the official said
without giving more details.

He said original contracts will be
restored once normalcy returns.

“We hope that happens soon,” he
said. “In the meanwhile we have
been out in the market sourcing as
much supplies as we can. We have
had some success and will continue
to tap all available opportunities.”

Until now, compressed natural
gas (CNG) and piped cooking gas
were the two priority sectors to re-
ceive domestic natural gas as their
raw material. Under the revised al-

location, requirements of LPG,
CNG, and piped gas manufacturers
will be fully met first before natural
gas is supplied to other sectors.

The supply of natural gas to do-
mestic piped natural gas grid, CNG
for transport, and LPG production
shall be treated as priority alloca-
tion. They would be supplied 100
per cent of their average past six
months’ gas consumption, the noti-
fication said.

Behind these is the fertiliser sec-
tor at second place, with at least 70
per cent of its past six months de-
mand being met.

At No. 3, gas supply to tea indus-
tries, manufacturing and other in-
dustrial consumers will be
maintained at 80 per cent of their
past six-month average gas con-
sumption, subject to operational
availability, the notification said.

All city gas distribution (CGD)
entities supplying gas to industrial
and commercial consumers have
been placed at No. 4 on the priority
list. They must ensure their cus-
tomers receive 80 per cent of their
past six months’ average gas con-
sumption subject to operational
availability.

Domestic gas production, which
meets about half the country’s con-
sumption of 191 million standard
cubic metres per day, will be di-
verted to the priority sectors by cur-
tailing supplies to petrochemical
plants, power units and high-priced
gas consumers.

Following US-Israeli strikes in-
side Iran and Tehran’s sweeping re-

taliation across the region, mar-
itime traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz has sharply declined, in-
surance premiums have surged,
and energy markets have re-
sponded with immediate volatility.
Roughly one-fifth of the world’s
seaborne oil and nearly a third of
global LNG shipments pass
through this narrow channel link-
ing the Gulf to global markets.

The artery is the conduit for sup-
ply of most of India’s import of
gas, in the form of LNG, as well as
LPG. With tanker movement being
stalled, the government has re-
worked domestically available gas
to keep priority segments such as
cooking needs of households and
vehicular transport going.

Natural gas pumped out of
ground or below sea bed is used to
generate electricity, produce fer-
tiliser, and is turned into CNG or
LPG and piped to households
kitchens for cooking.

“The Central Government has
assessed that the ongoing conflict
in the Middle East has resulted in
the disruption of liquefied natural
gas (LNG) shipments through the
Strait of Hormuz and suppliers
have invoked force majeure
clause,” the notification said,
adding that the supply cuts would
entail diversion of natural gas to the
priority sectors.

The allocation rejig has been
done to maintain supplies and se-
cure equitable distribution and
availability of natural gas for prior-
ity sector.

Pipeline compressor fuel and
other essential pipeline operational
requirements, too, have been put in
this priority as without gas the
pipelines cannot function.

Oil refining companies shall ab-
sorb the impact of LNG supply dis-
ruption to the extent feasible by
reducing gas allocation to refineries
to approximately 65 per cent of the
past six month gas consumption, it
said.

State-owned gas utility GAIL
has been tasked to manage the sup-
plies of natural gas to implement
priority order. (PTI)

Govt rejigs gas allocation
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MUMBAI/NEW DELHI, March
10: Shipping sector regulator Direc-
torate General of Shipping has ad-
vised shipping companies, vessel
operators and agents to refrain from
“predatory, non-transparent and op-
portunistic pricing” practices in the
wake of disruptions due to the West
Asia conflict, according to sources.

In an advisory issued on Monday,
the DGS also asked them to ensure
that all applicable charges are com-
municated clearly and upfront to ex-
porters, importers and other
stakeholders.

The DGS advisory came following
the regulator receiving representa-
tions from various stakeholders in the

EXIM trade regarding the levy of
multiple ancillary charges by ship-
ping lines/carriers and their agents.

These charges are perceived to be
“non-transparent and opportunistic in
nature”, resulting in an escalation in
transaction costs in the logistics
chain, DGS said.

Besides, it said, they appear to be
taking undue advantage of the pre-
vailing geopolitical tensions and war-
like situation, it said.

“In the interest of promoting trans-
parency, fairness and predictability in
the EXIM logistics ecosystem, all
shipping lines, carriers and their
agents are hereby advised to refrain
from predatory, non-transparent and

opportunistic pricing practices, in-
cluding levy of exorbitant charges
thereby taking undue advantage of
prevailing geo-political issue,” the
advisory stated.

“They must should adhere to fair
trade practices and avoid the levy of
charges that may give rise to disputes
within the EXIM trade and ensure
that all applicable charges are com-
municated clearly and upfront to ex-
porters, importers and other
stakeholders,” it added.

Freight rates have risen sharply in
recent days as military tensions in the
Middle East continue to escalate, with
Iran, the United States and Israel at-
tacking one another.

An executive of a global shipping
company said the ongoing conflict in
the Middle East is forcing companies
to take longer routes to deliver ship-
ments covering entire Africa. This is
resulting in higher fuel consumption
for cargo vessels and increased oper-
ational costs.

An analyst at BigMint Research
said crude oil prices, which averaged
around USD 70 per barrel before the
conflict, is hovering around USD 90
per barrel. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, March 10: Indian
Potash Ltd (IPL) on Tuesday said
it has signed an agreement with the
Odisha government for the mod-
ernisation and expansion of
Badamba Sugar Mill with an esti-
mated investment of ` 360 crore.

The Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) was signed by IPL
managing director P S Gahlaut and
state cooperation department com-
missioner-cum-secretary Rajesh
Prabhakar Patil in the presence of
Union Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah on March 6, the company
said in a statement.

As part of the MoU, the Odisha
government will provide 112 acres
of land on a long-term lease basis
to IPL for the establishment of the
mill and associated infrastructure.

Badamba Cooperative Sugar
Mill -- which has remained shut
for more than 15 years -- is ex-
pected to commence operation
within one year and will have a ca-
pacity of 3,500 TCD (tonnes cane
per day).

It will also consist of a 16
megawatt cogeneration power
plant, a 10-tonne-per-day bio-CNG
plant, and a state-of-the-art cold

storage facility.
The project is expected to di-

rectly benefit around 10,000 farm-
ers of the Badamba block of the
Cuttack district by reviving sugar-
cane cultivation in the state, en-
hancing farmer income and
generating employment in the re-
gion.

Based on the successful turn-
around of three sick sugar mills in
Gujarat, IPL, now under the guid-
ance of the Union Cooperation
Ministry, took up the project for
the revival of Badamba Coopera-
tive Sugar Mill. (PTI)

Indian Potash inks pact with Odisha
govt to revive Badamba Sugar mill 

Axis Bank and
Tesla tie up to

enable seamless
EV financing 

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 10: Axis
Bank, on Tuesday announced that it
had become a preferred financer for
Tesla, offering tailored financing so-
lutions and a differentiated customer
experience for Tesla customers. 

This collaboration underscores
Axis Bank’s commitment to accel-
erating electric mobility in India by
delivering innovative, customer-
centric financing solutions that sup-
port the transition towards
sustainable transportation. 

The collaboration will be rolled
out pan India, empowering cus-
tomers across major metros and
emerging EV hubs to access con-
venient, digitally enabled-financing
options aligned with Tesla’s global
ownership experience. 

The offering aims to simplify the
Tesla purchase journey by reducing
entry barriers and ensuring a
smooth, convenient on boarding ex-
perience for customers. 

In an official statement, Munish
Sharda, Executive Director, Axis
Bank, said, “As electric mobility
gains momentum in India, Axis
Bank is proud to collaborate with
Tesla to help accelerate this transi-
tion.” Commenting on the collabo-
ration,  Sharda said, “Through this
collaboration, we are bringing to-
gether world-class electric vehicles
with innovative, tailored financing
solutions and seamless customer en-
gagement. This makes it easier for
customers to adopt sustainable mo-
bility without compromising on
convenience or flexibility. This ini-
tiative reflects our continued focus
on responsible banking and future-
ready solutions.”

Sensex, Nifty bounce back as retreating
crude oil prices buoy global sentiment

MUMBAI, March 10: Stock market benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty ended nearly 1 per cent higher on Tues-
day after two days of massive decline, following a drop in
crude oil prices and recovery in global peers amid indica-
tions that the West Asia crisis could end soon.

The 30-share BSE Sensex jumped 639.82 points or 0.82
per cent to settle at 78,205.98. During the day, it surged
960.09 points or 1.23 per cent to 78,526.25.

The 50-share NSE Nifty climbed 233.55 points or 0.97
per cent to end at 24,261.60.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, tumbled 9.03 per
cent to USD 90.26 per barrel.

From the 30-Sensex firms, Mahindra & Mahindra, In-
terGlobe Aviation, Maruti, ICICI Bank, Asian Paints and
UltraTech Cement were among the major gainers.

Eternal, Infosys, Reliance Industries and Bharti Airtel
were among the laggards.

“Dalal Street mirrored the improvement in global sen-
timent after the sharp decline in crude oil prices, following
comments from Trump hinting at a possible end to the war.
Broader markets outperformed the benchmark indices,
with most sectors trading in positive territory,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit Investments Limited, said.

The BSE smallcap select index jumped 1.91 per cent,
and the midcap select index climbed 1.71 per cent.

“The rebound came after signs of potential de-escala-
tion in the Middle East conflict, as US President Donald
Trump hinted at a possible early end to the Iran war. This
development eased geopolitical concerns and triggered a
sharp correction in global crude oil prices, helping risk
sentiment stabilise,” Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich Money,
an online trading and wealth tech firm, said.

Among BSE sectoral indices, auto surged 2.93 per cent,
consumer durables rose 2.60 per cent, services 2.35 per
cent, BSE PSU Bank 2.29 per cent, consumer discre-
tionary 2.07 per cent, financial services 2.01 per cent, com-

modities 1.74 per cent, and Private Banks index 1.72 per
cent.  IT, energy, oil & gas and BSE Focused IT were the
laggards.  “Markets witnessed a strong rebound on Tues-
day, recovering a part of the previous session’s sharp losses
amid improved global cues and easing concerns over
crude oil prices. Investor sentiment improved slightly as
global markets stabilised and crude oil prices cooled from
their recent spike, which had earlier triggered concerns
over inflation and economic growth.

“Expectations of easing geopolitical tensions in the
Middle East and supportive cues from global equities also
aided the recovery in domestic markets,” Ajit Mishra,
SVP, Research, Religare Broking Ltd, said.

In Asian markets, South Korea’s Kospi rebounded
sharply by 5.35 per cent, while Japan’s Nikkei 225 jumped
2.88 per cent. Shanghai’s SSE Composite index and Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng index also ended in positive territory.

Markets in Europe were trading sharply higher.
The US market ended higher on Monday.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) offloaded equities

worth ̀ 6,345.57 crore on Monday, according to exchange
data. Domestic Institutional Investors (DIIs), however,
bought stocks worth ` 9,013.80 crore.

“Indian equity markets witnessed a strong rebound
today as easing geopolitical concerns and a sharp reversal
in crude oil prices helped restore investor confidence after
recent volatility.

“The Nifty-50 advanced over 200 points, supported by
improving global sentiment as markets reacted positively
to signs that tensions surrounding the ongoing Middle East
conflict may begin to ease,” Hariprasad K, Research An-
alyst and Founder, Livelong Wealth, said.

On Monday, the Sensex tanked 1,352.74 points or 1.71
per cent to settle at 77,566.16, registering its second day
of decline. On similar lines, the Nifty dropped 422.40
points or 1.73 per cent to end at 24,028.05. (PTI)

LPG, CNG, piped cooking gas get top priority

It is not ‘election
women-led households in Assam”.
“Reiterating the same, Hon’ble Chief Minister Dr. @himantabiswa transferred Rs 9,000 each to 40 lakh

Orunodoi beneficiary families through Direct Benefit Transfer, further reinforcing financial security and dignity
for women across the state,” it added.

The CMO said that beneficiary women from across the state joined the central event virtually through over
3,800 public programmes organised at Gaon Panchayats, Autonomous Council constituencies, Village Devel-
opment Committees and Urban Ward Committees. (PTI)

Assamese Muslims politically
making repeated statements in recent days attacking the Miyas, saying that the people from the community will

continue to face problems till he is in power.
A bunch of PILs accusing Sarma of making “hate speech” and “communal comments” against the ‘Miya’ com-

munity were filed before the Gauhati High Court, with the court issuing a notice to the CM and seeking response
before the next date of hearing on April 21. (PTI)

Hike in Assam tea
paid ` 258 daily against the current ` 228 from April one.
The increase in the interim wages will also be applicable for workers engaged in small tea gardens both in

Brahmaputra and Barak valley, the notification added.
The minimum daily wage of tea garden workers was last hiked in the state by ` 18 in October 2023.
The state Cabinet had approved the hike in the daily wages by ` 30 on February 26, following a tripartite

meeting held earlier that day between the state government, tea garden labour unions and owners on the issue
of increasing the wages.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma had said after the Cabinet meeting that as new Labour Codes were
being implemented by the Centre, wages will have to be hiked again and the stakeholders will “probably have
to sit again in the next six months”.

The final daily wages for the tea garden workers are likely to cross ` 300 after that, he had added. (PTI)

CM hails record
announced that the flyover will be opened to vehicular traffic from the morning of March 14. 
Before that, citizens will be allowed to walk along the flyover for three days to experience the new structure.
He also said the State government plans to address artificial flooding in Guwahati and will move ahead with

expansion plans for the city, including the proposed Guwahati Ring Road and metro rail connectivity.
Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Jayanta Mallabaruah, MP Bijuli Kalita Medhi, MLA Siddhartha Bhat-

tacharya, and Guwahati Municipal Corporation Mayor Mrigen Sarania were among those present at the pro-
gramme.

Veteran Cong leader
during his childhood in Delhi with Engti’s family. “May his departed soul rest in peace and deepest condo-

lences to the bereaved family,” he added. (PTI)

Blueprint for multi
defence forces into a modern, integrated and technologically-advanced military capable of supporting India’s

aspiration to become ‘Viksit Bharat’ (developed India) by 2047.
“The vision document outlines the strategic reforms, capability enhancements and organisational changes

required within the defence forces to effectively address the evolving geostrategic, technological and security
environment,” the ministry said.

“It envisages the transformation of the military into an integrated, multi-domain and agile force capable of
deterring adversaries, responding across the full spectrum of conflict and protecting expanding strategic inter-
ests, amid the rapidly changing global and regional dynamics,” it said.

The document also highlights the importance of innovation, advanced technologies and modern training
framework to build a force that is adaptable to future warfare challenges.

Another key focus area is to promote self-reliance in defence to encourage the development and adoption of
indigenous technologies and solutions tailored to the country’s unique security requirements.

Strengthening domestic defence manufacturing and technological capabilities is expected to enhance oper-
ational readiness while contributing to national growth, the ministry said.

The vision document adopts a calibrated roadmap with clearly prioritised capability goals across short-term,
mid-term and long-term timelines, it said.

“This structured approach will guide the development of critical military capabilities, institutional reforms
and strategic partnerships required to build a world class defence force,” the ministry noted.

It said recognising the complexity of future security challenges, the vision document underscores the need
for a whole-of-nation approach, integrating military strength with diplomatic, technological and economic
power to ensure national security.

“Through sustained reforms, innovation and national commitment, it aims to ensure that by the centenary of
India’s independence, the nation’s military stand as a globally-respected, technologically-advanced and com-
bat-ready military, contributing to a strong and resilient Viksit Bharat,” the ministry said.

Chief of Defence Staff Gen Anil Chauhan, Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi, Chief of the
Air Staff Air Chief Marshal A P Singh, Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh and Vice Chief of the Army
Staff Lt Gen Pushpendra Singh were among senior officials present at the release of the vision document. (PTI)

AIUDF releases first 
constituencies, respectively.  Presently, these three senior party leaders are the MLAs of Dhing, Jania and

Gauripur seats, respectively.
The two women nominees of AIUDF in the first list are Minakshi Rahman for Paka Betbari and Sabana

Akhtar for Bilasipara.
The other candidates named by AIUDF are Abu Taher Bepari (Parbatjhora), Rejaul Karim Sarkar (Srijan-

gram), Matiur Rahman (Dhing) and Siddque Ahmed (Laharighat).
AIUDF is not part of any opposition alliance, although it had tried to join the Congress-led bloc.
Presently, the ruling BJP’s strength in the 126-member Assam assembly is 64, while its allies AGP has nine

MLAs, UPPL has seven and BPF has three members.
In the opposition camp, the Congress has 26 legislators, AIUDF has 15 members and CPI(M) has one MLA.

There is an Independent legislator as well. (PTI)

FSI stalls AI-based
Officials when contacted said the portal was being run as a pilot project and is currently being reviewed.
They, however, did not comment on whether it will be resumed after the review.
The FSI sent 12,351 alerts from the portal during the 22-month period from January 2024 to October 2025.

(PTI)

Assam witnessing major
region to reduce level crossings.  Additionally, the indigenous Kavach Automatic Train Protection System is

being introduced across the Northeast. 
Approval has been granted for implementation across 1,197 route kilometres, with work currently underway

for 235 route kilometres.
Modern train services such as Vande Bharat Express, Vande Bharat Sleeper Express and Amrit Bharat Express

have also been introduced to improve connectivity between the Northeast and the rest of the country.
As part of ongoing expansion efforts, the Prime Minister is scheduled to lay the foundation stone for the

194-km Furkating–Tinsukia doubling project in Upper Assam, which is expected to increase train capacity and
facilitate smoother movement of passenger and freight trains.

The foundation stone will also be laid for a Periodical Overhaul (POH) workshop at Bashbari to support
maintenance and repair of railway coaches and wagons.

In addition, electrification of the Rangiya–Murkongselek (558 km), Chaparmukh–Dibrugarh (571 km) and
Badarpur–Silchar and Badarpur–Churaibari (315 km) railway sections will be dedicated to the nation.

Three new train services are also set to be flagged off: the Kamakhya–Charlapalli Amrit Bharat Express, the
Guwahati–New Jalpaiguri Express and the Narangi–Agartala Express. 

Officials said these services will further strengthen connectivity between Assam and other parts of the country
while boosting trade, tourism and economic development.

Authorities said the rapid railway expansion in Assam and the Northeast reflects a broader effort to improve
connectivity, strengthen regional development and enhance integration with the national transport network.
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Generations in Power: The story of
Family based politics in Assam

4

Politics in Assam has always
been closely linked with so-
ciety, history and the per-

sonal journeys of its leaders.
Elections in the state are not only
contests of ideology and gover-
nance but also stories of personal-
ities who have shaped public life
over decades. Among the many
features that appear repeatedly in
the political landscape of Assam,
the presence of family members of
established leaders entering poli-
tics has become a familiar pattern.
As the state moves toward another
election season, conversations
about family based politics have
once again gathered attention
across political circles and among
ordinary citizens.

Democracy in principle allows
every citizen the right to partici-
pate in politics. Anyone with the
will to serve society can step into
public life, contest elections and
represent people. Yet politics often
carries its own momentum. A
leader who has spent many years
building a strong relationship with
voters and party workers creates a
network of trust and influence.
When such a leader’s son, daugh-
ter, spouse or close relative de-
cides to join politics, that person
usually begins the journey with a
certain level of public recognition.
This reality has shaped political
cultures across many regions of
India and Assam is no exception.

The history of politics in Assam
offers many examples where
members of political families have
continued the public role of their
parents or relatives. For some ob-
servers this pattern reflects conti-
nuity. A younger generation grows
up watching the responsibilities
and struggles of political life and
gradually develops an interest in
public service. For others the same
pattern raises questions about
whether politics sometimes be-
comes concentrated within a lim-
ited circle of families.

Looking back at the political
history of the state, one finds sev-
eral well known leaders whose
family members later entered pol-
itics. Former Chief Minister
Hiteswar Saikia played a major
role in shaping Assam’s political
direction during a complex period.
Years later his son Debabrata
Saikia emerged as an important
figure in state politics and served
as a legislator while also holding
significant responsibilities within
his party. His presence in the po-
litical arena reflected the continu-
ation of a public life that had been
deeply connected with the people
of Assam for many years.

Another prominent example
comes from the family of former
Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi.
Tarun Gogoi served as Chief Min-
ister for three consecutive terms
and remained one of the most in-
fluential leaders in the state’s
modern political history. His son
Gaurav Gogoi entered politics and
gradually established himself as a
national level political figure.

Representing Assam in Parlia-
ment, he became part of a younger
generation of leaders trying to
shape public debate and policy in
contemporary India. His political
journey often reminds people how
leadership sometimes passes
through generations while adapt-
ing to new circumstances.

There are also examples from
other political parties. Former
Member of Parliament Badruddin
Ajmal, who built a strong political
base particularly in parts of lower
Assam and Barak Valley, has fam-
ily members who have taken part
in political activities. Members of
his extended family have con-
tested elections and played roles
within political organisations.
Such developments illustrate how
a political network built over
many years may influence the next
generation. Barak Valley itself has
witnessed the involvement of sev-
eral political families. Former
minister Gautam Roy and his fam-
ily became widely known in the re-
gion. Both his wife and his son
became associated with political life
and electoral contests. Their partic-
ipation highlighted how public serv-
ice often becomes part of a family’s
identity when politics forms a
central part of daily life for
many years.

Another example comes from
the family of Pawan Singh Gha-
towar, a senior political leader
who served both the state and the
country in various capacities. His
wife Jibontara Ghatowar also en-
tered politics and represented peo-
ple in public office. Similarly the
wife of veteran leader Bharat
Narah, Rani Narah, became an ac-
tive participant in the political
field. These examples reveal that
in many cases spouses step into
politics after witnessing the public
life of their partners for decades.

Assam’s political field has also
seen participation from families
connected with labour and tea gar-
den communities. Rupjyoti
Kurmi, son of former leader
Rupam Kurmi, became a known
figure in state politics and repre-
sented a strong voice from the tea
tribe community. His career
showed how political involvement
within a family may also carry the
hopes of a larger social group that
sees familiar leadership continu-
ing its representation.

Another widely discussed ex-
ample relates to former Chief
Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta.
His wife Jayashree Goswami Ma-
hanta also entered the political
space and contested elections. Her
participation brought attention to
the presence of political families
within different parties and ideo-
logical traditions in the state.

Such examples demonstrate that
family presence in politics has ex-
isted for many years in Assam. For
some voters it represents a sense
of continuity and familiarity. Peo-
ple who have trusted a leader for a
long time may also feel comfort-
able supporting someone from the

same family. That trust often
grows from years of interaction
through social work, development
initiatives and public engagement.

Yet this phenomenon also in-
vites debate. Many political ob-
servers argue that democracy
functions best when opportunities
remain open for new faces who
may not come from established
political families. When young in-
dividuals from ordinary back-
grounds enter politics through
dedication and grassroots work,
the system gains fresh energy. A
healthy democratic culture usually
balances both continuity and new
leadership. As Assam prepares for
another legislative assembly elec-
tion, the conversation around fam-
ily based politics has become
visible once again. Several politi-
cal parties are in the process of se-
lecting candidates. During this
period many young men and
women who are sons or daughters
of senior leaders have expressed
interest in contesting elections.
Their entry reflects a mixture of
personal aspiration and the politi-
cal environment created by their
families.

Both the Congress and the

Bharatiya Janata Party have seen
such developments. Senior leaders
from these parties have children
who are now stepping forward to
seek party nominations. Political
discussions in tea stalls, university
campuses and social media often
revolve around whether these can-
didates will bring new ideas or
simply inherit established net-
works. One example that has re-
cently drawn attention involves
Ayusmita Deka, daughter of senior
BJP leader and Chhattisgarh Gov-
ernor Ramen Deka. Ayusmita
Deka, who is known to be well ed-
ucated and active in social engage-
ment, has joined the Bharatiya
Janata Party and expressed her in-
tention to contest the upcoming
election. Inspired by her father’s
long political journey, she has
shown interest in representing the
Palasbari constituency if the party
grants her a ticket.

Her entry has become a topic of
discussion in political circles. Sup-
porters see her as part of a new
generation of leaders who com-
bine education, administrative un-
derstanding and a modern outlook.
They believe such individuals may
connect well with younger voters
and bring fresh perspectives to
governance. Critics on the other
hand question whether established
family names receive advantages
that are not easily available to or-
dinary party workers who have
spent many years building the
party at the grassroots level.

These conversations reflect a
larger question about how democ-
racy evolves. Political parties
often face the challenge of choos-

ing candidates who are both pop-
ular and capable of winning elec-
tions. A candidate from a known
political family may already pos-
sess visibility among voters. Party
leaders sometimes believe that this
visibility increases the chance of
electoral success. At the same time
parties must maintain the confi-
dence of dedicated workers who
have invested their time and en-
ergy in building the organisation.

Grassroots party workers play a
critical role in political move-
ments. They organise meetings,
connect with local communities
and communicate party ideas to
voters. Many of them hope that
their years of effort will eventually
allow them to contest elections or
hold leadership positions. When
tickets are given to newcomers
from political families, some
workers feel overlooked. Manag-
ing this balance remains a delicate
task for party leadership.

The presence of political fami-
lies also raises questions about
how young leaders develop their
own identity. Many children of es-
tablished politicians grow up ob-
serving political meetings,
election campaigns and public

service activities. Politics be-
comes a familiar environment
from an early age. When they
enter public life they carry both
the advantage of experience

and the challenge of proving their
individuality. Voters often expect
them to demonstrate competence
rather than relying only on their
family background.

For voters in Assam, elections
usually revolve around practical
concerns such as development,
employment opportunities, infra-
structure, education and health-
care. People evaluate candidates
according to their ability to ad-
dress local issues. Whether a can-
didate comes from a political
family or an ordinary background
becomes less important if the in-
dividual fails to respond to these
expectations. In many constituen-
cies voters have shown that they
are willing to support newcomers
who work sincerely for the com-
munity. Assam today stands at an
important stage in its political
journey. 

The state has a vibrant young
population, increasing access to
education and expanding commu-
nication through digital platforms.
Political awareness has grown rap-
idly. Citizens discuss policy issues
with greater interest and often
question leaders about gover-
nance. This environment encour-
ages greater accountability from
elected representatives.

Young leaders entering politics
today face a society that expects
transparency and results. Voters
pay attention to how leaders en-
gage with communities, respond
to crises and plan long term devel-
opment. A candidate’s family
name may create initial curiosity
yet sustained support usually de-
pends on performance and in-

tegrity.
The emergence of new political

voices is also shaped by social
movements, student organisations
and community initiatives. Assam
has a long tradition of student ac-
tivism which has influenced polit-
ical leadership across generations.
Many leaders began their careers
through student unions or grass-
roots movements before entering
mainstream politics. This tradition
continues to inspire many young
people who wish to serve society.

Family based politics therefore
exists alongside other pathways
into public life. Some individuals
inherit political connections
through family history while oth-
ers build their reputation through
activism, professional achieve-
ments or social work. Both routes
contribute to the evolving political
landscape of the state.

As the upcoming election ap-
proaches, debates about candidate
selection will continue across
party offices and public forums.
Some voters will support familiar
political families while others may
prefer entirely new faces. The
democratic process allows these
different preferences to coexist.
Ultimately the decision rests with
the electorate.

Assam’s political story has al-
ways been shaped by its people.
Leaders rise through the trust and
expectations of voters. Families
may pass on political interest from
one generation to another yet each
individual must earn the confi-
dence of the public through action
and commitment.

The discussion around family
based politics often reflects
broader concerns about fairness
and opportunity in democratic life.
Citizens want a system where ded-
ication and talent are recognised
regardless of background. At the
same time they acknowledge that
individuals who grow up in polit-
ical environments may also pos-
sess valuable experience.

For Assam, the coming years
may witness a blend of continuity
and renewal. Some constituencies
may continue to see leaders from
established families while others
may elect completely new repre-
sentatives. Such diversity forms
part of a living democracy.

The strength of democracy lies
in the freedom of citizens to eval-
uate their leaders and choose who
represents them. Elections in
Assam are moments when this
collective judgment becomes vis-
ible. Every candidate must face
the same test of public trust.

Family names may open doors
to political life but the journey
ahead depends on the ability to
serve people with sincerity.
Assam’s voters have repeatedly
shown that they value leaders who
listen to their concerns and work
for the welfare of society. As the
political landscape continues to
evolve, that expectation will re-
main the guiding force shaping the
future of leadership in the state.

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Satyabrat Borah
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Surprise is the greatest gift which life can grant us.
-Boris Pasternak

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Nepal election results
The resounding victory of the Gen Z supported

Rashtriya Swatantra Party (RSP) in the March 5
general elections in Nepal is a game changer not

only in the political history of this tiny Himalayan nation
but also in the evolving polity of South Asia. Nepal is
now the second country in South Asia which is witness-
ing the installation of a government backed by the youth
movement that ousted the government run by a tradi-
tional political party through revolt in the second week
of September 2025. Only in another country of South
Asia, in Sri Lanka, more or less the same scenario was
witnessed in September 2024, when the leader of the Na-
tional People’s Power (PPP) won the presidential elec-
tions by defeating the traditional political parties of Sri
Lanka which ul3d the island nation for decades. The
2023 Sri Lanka elections were held following the ouster
of the ruling government in the students and people’s re-
volt in 2022 against price rise and unemployment. In an-
other country of South Asia, Bangladesh, the students
revolt led to the ouster of the Sheikh Hasina government
in August 2024 but the national elections on February 12
this year did not lead to any youth led government.

The RSP is the youngest of the political parties in
Nepal which are in the fray in 2026 elections. RSP was
founded in 2022 before the elections. The party contested
in 131 constituencies and got 10.7 per cent of the votes
winning 7 seats in direct elections and 13 seats under pro-
portional representation. The party is ed by Baba Lam-
chane a media owner. Former Kathmandu Mayor
Balendra Shah joined RSP later and won the elections in
2026 by defeating former PM K P S Oli. He is so popular
that he is being tipped to become the next PM of RSP
government. In Nepal, the movement was started by the
Gen Z including the school students in protest against the
government order to ban social media platforms.

The movement then turned into a total opposition to
the ruling K P S Oli government and all the established
political parties. 35 year old Balendra Shah is an engineer
and a rapper. He earned immense good will during his
tenure as Mayor of Kathmandu. He is known as a fighter
against corrupt practices. He has collected around RSP
some civil rights activists who may be his advisers if he
takes over as PM. Balendra is known for some anti-In-
dian comments but he is a rational person and is not
Xenophobic.

 

By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

Politics is generally understood as an or-
ganized process of governing a country
efficiently, establishing equality and jus-

tice among all sections of society, and improv-
ing the standard of living of the people.
However, in the present context, this definition
has assumed a completely different and practi-
cal form. In recent times, the influence of poli-
tics has become so deep at every level of our
society that it is directly reflected in every-
thing—from the daily lives of ordinary people
to the economic and foreign policies of the na-
tion. In earlier times, political leaders pledged
to serve the people based on certain ideals and
philosophies, and for them politics was a
medium of sacrifice. But with the passage of
time, the rapid expansion of globalization and
capitalist economic systems has brought about
a fundamental and commercial transformation
in political values. In the present political envi-
ronment, opportunism has completely taken the
place of ideals. Winning elections by any means
and consolidating the reins of power in one’s
own hands has become the only real objective
of politics today. As a result, the ideological dif-
ferences that once existed among various polit-
ical parties have gradually faded, and the public
now faces an acute shortage of healthy and hon-
est alternatives. This stagnation in political val-
ues has encouraged corruption, nepotism, and
institutional irregularities within society, which
have internally weakened the very foundation
of democracy in a country. In such a situation,
it is only natural that the public begins to lose
faith in the political system. The decline of po-
litical values does not merely indicate the moral
deterioration of leaders; it exposes the structural
weaknesses of the entire system of governance.
When politics is treated merely as a profession
or an investment, personal and party gains al-
ways take precedence over public welfare. The
fundamental problems that ordinary people
struggle with day and night rarely become the
central focus of political discussions; instead,
deliberately created controversial issues domi-
nate the news media. In the absence of realistic
and rational debates, the political environment
gradually becomes polluted and meaningless.
Moreover, in the present context, the influence
of money power and muscle power has pushed
political values completely to the margins, mak-
ing it almost impossible for an ordinary, honest,

and dedicated individual to contest elections.
In the present time, one of the most powerful

factors behind the rapid transformation of po-
litical values is the growing influence of modern
communication media and populism. In today’s
age, due to the rapid spread of information tech-
nology, global news has become accessible at
the fingertips of people; however, along with
this, misinformation and political propaganda
have also expanded widely in a systematic man-
ner. Political parties have begun to use modern
technology, especially social media, as a sharp
weapon to fulfill their interests. The undeclared
competition to psychologically influence people
by blurring the line between truth and falsehood
has undoubtedly dragged political values down
to a very low level. Populism has taken politics
to such a stage where long-term developmental
plans have less value compared to short-term
sensational promises. By capitalizing on the
anger, frustration, and emotions of the masses,
political leaders attempt to secure their vote
banks. The real and burning issues of society—
such as rising unemployment, the deteriorating
conditions of education and healthcare, and in-
creasing prices—are often deliberately ignored,
while religion, caste, or other divisive issues are
highlighted to divert public attention. The most
unfortunate aspect is that ordinary people them-
selves often become conscious or unconscious
participants in this entire process. Instead of be-
coming aware of their rights and responsibili-
ties, people are easily influenced by baseless
promises and emotional slogans. In a demo-
cratic country, ultimate power lies in the hands
of the people; but when citizens exercise their
voting rights based on emotion rather than rea-
son, the very structure of democracy becomes
ineffective. Political leaders themselves are an
inseparable part of society, and therefore their
actions naturally reflect the overall mindset of
that society. Until ordinary citizens learn to
question and analyze every decision of the gov-
ernment rationally, political parties will con-
tinue to evade their real responsibilities without
difficulty. It is the primary duty of every citizen
to examine carefully whether the promises
made during elections are economically realistic
and whether the government actually possesses
any concrete policy plans to implement them.
However, in the present context, the absence of
such rational evaluation is visible at every level.
Instead, the statistical arithmetic of victory and
defeat and the personal attacks on opponents

have become the highest priorities in politics,
causing political values to gradually turn into
an empty and meaningless expression.

In a democratic system, the independence,
neutrality, and efficiency of government insti-
tutions are considered absolutely essential for
maintaining political values. However, in the
current political climate, these institutions are
increasingly and systematically falling under
political influence. Whether it is the judiciary,
the election commission, or other investigative
and regulatory agencies, the trust of the public
in these institutions is vital for a healthy democ-
racy. When the party or individuals in power
begin to use these independent institutions to
control their political opponents or to serve their
own interests, it clearly indicates the ultimate
collapse of political values. In recent times, a
vast and unusual gap has been observed be-
tween policy formulation and its implementa-
tion. Government documents often present
schemes and projects in an extremely attractive
manner, yet whether their benefits actually
reach ordinary people remains a serious ques-
tion. Due to systemic corruption and bureau-
cratic complications, welfare schemes
frequently remain incomplete or confined only
to paper. In such circumstances, political leaders
often prefer to blame others or previous govern-
ments instead of accepting their policy failures.
Consequently, the entire political system has
gradually turned into an environment devoid of
accountability and responsibility. Although the
constitution advocates decentralization of
power, in reality power often remains concen-
trated in the hands of a few individuals or business
groups. As economic inequality continues to grow,
a large section of society is becoming completely
disconnected from the process of political deci-
sion-making. Those who possess enormous wealth
and influence are able to control government poli-
cies either directly or indirectly. In such an un-
equal and capitalist-centered system, the voices of
ordinary workers and farmers are gradually being
silenced. Moreover, politics has now become an
extremely expensive contest, where the enormous
financial resources required to fight elections
compel political parties to depend heavily on
the corporate sector. This economic dependence
has a direct impact on the laws and decisions of
the government, resulting in the protection of
corporate interests rather than the welfare of the
people. Politics has now become a perfect busi-
ness where calculations of investment and profit

are made with extreme precision.
This analysis of political values is not limited

to a particular country or state; it has emerged
as a universal and stark reality of the contem-
porary global political environment. Across the
world, the old ideological conflicts between
right-wing and left-wing politics are gradually
losing their relevance. In their place, a kind of
pragmatic politics has emerged, where statistics
and economic indicators are given more impor-
tance than ideological principles. However, the
extent to which these models of economic de-
velopment actually benefit the lower sections of
society remains a subject of intense debate.
From an international perspective, the unde-
clared competition among major powers for
economic and military dominance has directly
influenced the political values and policies of
smaller nations. In matters of foreign policy,
discussions of human rights and democratic val-
ues have largely become part of diplomatic
speeches. In reality, trade agreements, control
over natural resources, and military security
have become the main determinants of interna-
tional alliances. When we return to domestic
politics, it becomes clear that the waves of these
global transformations have deeply affected our
own social system. Contemporary political
leaders, in their attempt to protect the interests
of global capital, often show little hesitation in
weakening the rights of ordinary people over
land, forests, and water. The artificial debate cre-
ated between environmental protection and devel-
opment has, in reality, become a legal mechanism
for transferring natural resources safely into the
hands of powerful corporate groups. To keep this
entire system functioning smoothly, political
forces require an environment in which the public
remains constantly divided by emotional issues
and has little opportunity to question deeper eco-
nomic irregularities. If society remains fragmented
along the lines of religion, language, or regional
identity, it becomes easier to derive political ad-
vantage. Therefore, the decline of political values
in the present time is not an accidental phenome-
non; it is part of a well-planned and systematically
managed process. In such circumstances, the role
of the intellectual class and the news media
should have been decisive, but unfortunately
both have themselves become victims of polit-
ical polarization and commercialization, result-
ing in the absence of any neutral voice within
society.

This transformed and deteriorating condition

of political values carries a serious warning for
the future of society. History shows that when
the political system of a society completely
loses the trust and confidence of the people, in-
stability and chaos inevitably follow. Therefore,
in the present critical time, there is an urgent
need to take thoughtful and practical steps for
the restoration of political values. First, the pub-
lic must transform its own mindset and learn to
evaluate the actions of political leaders ration-
ally instead of following them blindly. People
must develop the courage to question emotional
slogans and unrealistic promises, and demand
scientific solutions to the real problems of soci-
ety. Secondly, it is equally necessary to create a
vibrant democratic environment within political
parties themselves, because without healthy de-
bates and internal criticism, competent and hon-
est leadership can never emerge. Furthermore,
to make the electoral process more transparent
and clean, reforms must be introduced in elec-
tion financing along with the strict implemen-
tation of appropriate laws. Unless the influence
of money and muscle power in politics is re-
duced, a truly representative democracy cannot
be established. The active participation of the
conscious youth in politics has become one of
the greatest demands of the present time, be-
cause mere expressions of frustration on social
media cannot bring about real change; meaning-
ful transformation requires direct involvement
in the political process. At the same time, it
must also be acknowledged that entering the
present polluted political environment while
maintaining one’s moral values is extremely dif-
ficult. Yet, instead of criticizing the system from
outside, attempting to reform it gradually from
within may prove more effective for society. Po-
litical values are not an abstract concept; they
represent the collective human actions and
thoughts of a society. Therefore, only when
every individual becomes fully aware of their
constitutional responsibilities and duties can the
political environment gradually return to a
healthier state. In conclusion, although the pres-
ent political context appears deeply disappoint-
ing, it is not entirely devoid of hope. A rational,
emotion-free, and impartial analysis can always
help us identify the roots of the problems, and
on that foundation it will be possible to build
the basis of a strong, clean, and accountable po-
litical system for the future. (The author is the
recipient of the 'Yuba Lekhak Sanman - 2025'
from the Government of Assam)

Political values and the contemporary context

Recent discussions about a possible no-confidence mo-
tion against Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar highlight growing tensions between the oppo-

sition and constitutional institutions. While scrutiny of elec-
toral authorities is a legitimate democratic practice, such
actions must be guided by strong evidence and institutional
respect. The Election Commission plays a crucial role in safe-
guarding the integrity of India’s democratic process, and re-
peated political confrontations risk eroding public trust. At the
same time, concerns raised by opposition parties regarding
voter roll revisions deserve transparent explanation and open
debate. Democracy thrives when accountability and institu-
tional independence coexist. Rather than escalating confronta-
tions, Parliament should prioritize constructive dialogue,
clarity in electoral procedures, and reforms that strengthen
confidence in voting system for all citizens.

Dr Vijaykumar H K

Safeguard Electoral institutions
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ENVIRONMENT

Agriculture: From traditional
farming to global opportunities

How Assam’s sisters are rewriting
the State’s economic script

 

By: Dipak Kurmi

Agriculture has served as
the foundational bedrock
of human civilization

since the dawn of sedentary life,
evolving from the rudimentary
tilling of the earth into a sophis-
ticated, high-tech engine of sur-
vival. From the earliest Neolithic
settlements to the burgeoning
precision-driven farms of 2026,
the sector has demonstrated a
unique capacity for adaptation
and growth. Despite the relent-
less pace of global industrializa-
tion, sprawling urbanization, and
the rise of digital economies, the
scope of agriculture remains not
only unhalted but fundamentally
expanding. Today, it stands as a
multifaceted discipline playing
an indispensable role in ensuring
food security, driving economic
development, safeguarding envi-
ronmental sustainability, and an-
choring rural livelihoods across
the globe. As we navigate the
complexities of the mid-21st cen-
tury, agriculture is reaffirming its
status as the most essential and
promising sector for the contin-
ued progress of the human race.

The most immediate and criti-
cal function of agriculture re-
mains its central role in global
food production. According to
recent United Nations projec-
tions, the human population is
expected to reach 8.2 billion by
mid-2026 and continue its ascent
toward nearly 10 billion by 2050.
This demographic explosion cre-
ates an unprecedented demand
for food grains, nutrient-dense
fruits, vegetables, and livestock
products. Agriculture is the soli-
tary sector equipped to shoulder
the burden of this requirement.
To meet these needs, the industry
has embraced cutting-edge ad-
vances in crop breeding, sophis-
ticated irrigation technologies,
and climate-resilient farming
techniques. Modern paradigms
such as precision farming, pro-
tected cultivation in greenhouses,
and integrated nutrient manage-
ment have revolutionized the
field, allowing for higher yields
with fewer resources. This con-
stant innovation ensures that the
need for agricultural production
will forever remain a permanent

fixture of our global priorities.
Beyond the dinner table, agri-

culture serves as a titanic engine
for employment and economic
stability, particularly in develop-
ing nations like India. A vast por-
tion of the global workforce
remains tethered to the agricul-
tural value chain, which encom-
passes farmers, input suppliers,
logistics providers, and food
processors. However, the sector
is no longer just a haven for tra-
ditional labor; it has become a
fertile ground for educated youth
and tech-savvy entrepreneurs.
The rise of agri-tech startups and
digital agriculture services has
birthed entirely new career path-
ways, ranging from farm data an-
alysts and drone operators to
agricultural consultants and
biotechnology researchers. By
merging traditional wisdom with
modern informatics, the sector is
transforming the rural landscape
into a hub of innovation, ensur-
ing that agriculture remains a dy-
namic source of livelihood for
millions of people worldwide.

The influence of agriculture
extends far beyond the farm gate,
acting as the primary feeder for a
multitude of allied industrial sec-
tors. Global industries such as
food processing, textile manufac-
turing, and biofuel production are
entirely dependent on a steady
stream of agricultural raw mate-
rials. For instance, the global tex-
tile market relies on cotton
production, while the energy sec-
tor increasingly looks toward
sugarcane and oilseeds for sus-
tainable ethanol and biodiesel al-
ternatives. As consumer demand
for processed and value-added
goods skyrockets, the symbiotic
link between agriculture and in-
dustry strengthens further. This
interconnectedness ensures that
agricultural health is synony-
mous with national economic
health, as a robust harvest di-
rectly correlates with the success
of manufacturing hubs and the
stability of urban supply chains.

In an era increasingly defined
by the climate crisis, agriculture
has transitioned from a sector
merely affected by environmen-
tal changes to a primary solution
provider for sustainability. Mod-
ern farming practices—such as

organic cultivation, agroforestry,
and integrated farming sys-
tems—are designed to maintain
ecological equilibrium while en-
hancing productivity. Agriculture
now plays a pivotal role in car-
bon sequestration, where healthy
soil and diverse plant life act as
carbon sinks to mitigate green-
house gas emissions. Strategic
initiatives like BASF's carbon
farming trials have demonstrated
that climate-smart practices can
reduce carbon intensity by up to
30 percent while maintaining
yields. By integrating natural re-
source management with food
production, agriculture is proving
that it can feed the world without
destroying the planet, thereby ce-
menting its role as a guardian of
our environmental future.

The technological transforma-
tion of the field is perhaps its
most visible modern attribute. In-
novations such as remote sens-

ing, Geographic Information
Systems (GIS), and Artificial In-
telligence are rapidly replacing
guesswork with data-driven pre-
cision. Drones equipped with
multispectral cameras now mon-
itor crop health from the skies,
while IoT sensors embedded in
the soil provide real-time updates
on moisture and nutrient levels.
This allows for the targeted ap-
plication of water, fertilizers, and
pesticides, which drastically re-
duces chemical runoff and waste.
Furthermore, advancements in
biotechnology and genetic engi-
neering have yielded high-yield,
pest-resistant, and drought-toler-
ant varieties that can thrive in in-
creasingly harsh environments.
These scientific breakthroughs
confirm that agriculture is a for-
ward-looking, progressive disci-
pline that evolves in lockstep
with the frontiers of human
knowledge.

Agriculture is also increas-
ingly recognized as the corner-
stone of nutritional security and
public health. Modern societies
have shifted their focus from
merely avoiding hunger to ensur-
ing a balanced, nutrient-rich diet.
This has led to the diversification
of agriculture toward horticulture,
medicinal plants, and ancient
grains like millets, which offer su-
perior health benefits. The bur-
geoning consumer interest in
organic food and farm-to-table
concepts highlights a deeper con-
nection between the soil and the
human body. As people become
more health-conscious, the de-
mand for safe, fresh, and func-
tional agricultural products
continues to rise. This shift not
only improves public health out-
comes but also provides farmers
with high-value niche markets,
further expanding the economic
scope of the entire sector.

Furthermore, the impact of
agriculture on rural development
and global trade cannot be over-
stated. Rural communities re-
main the heart of agricultural
activity, and improvements in
farm productivity directly trans-
late into better infrastructure,
higher incomes, and a superior
quality of life for these popula-
tions. On the international stage,
agricultural exports like rice,
spices, tea, and coffee are vital
sources of foreign exchange, con-
tributing to global economic stabil-
ity and fostering trade relations
between nations. The global agri-
cultural commodity market, pro-
jected to exceed US$ 6 trillion in
2025, underscores the sheer scale
of this industry. As international
demand for diverse food products
continues to grow due to global-
ization, the sector’s role in global
commerce remains a permanent
and expanding force.

The scope of agriculture is in-
exorable because it is fundamen-
tally intertwined with every facet
of human existence. It is a sector
that refuses to be stagnant, con-
tinuously adapting to new tech-
nologies, societal shifts, and
global environmental challenges.
From the laboratory to the field,
agriculture offers a boundless
array of opportunities for innova-
tion, entrepreneurship, and sus-
tainable growth. As the world
faces the daunting tasks of re-
source scarcity and climate
change, the importance of this
sector will only continue to am-
plify. Far from being a relic of
the past, agriculture is the defin-
itive industry of the future, serv-
ing as the essential pillar upon
which a prosperous, healthy, and
sustainable human civilization
will be built. (the writer can be
reached at
dipakkurmiglpltd@gmail.com)

Forging the Future of Global Agriculture

By: Himanshu Verma

Agriculture has been the backbone of
human civilisation since the earliest
settlements. From ancient subsistence

farming to modern precision agriculture, the
sector has continuously evolved to meet the
changing needs of society. Despite rapid in-
dustrialisation, urbanisation, and technologi-
cal advancement, the scope of agriculture
cannot be halted or diminished. Instead, it
continues to expand and diversify, playing a
vital role in ensuring food security, economic
development, environmental sustainability,
and rural livelihood across the globe. In the
coming decades, agriculture will remain one
of the most essential and promising sectors for
human survival and progress.

The primary and most fundamental impor-
tance of agriculture lies in its role in food pro-
duction. With the global population projected
to exceed 9 billion by 2050, the demand for
food grains, fruits, vegetables, and
livestock products will increase sig-
nificantly. Agriculture remains the
only sector capable of meeting this
growing demand. Advances in crop
breeding, improved irrigation meth-
ods, and climate-resilient farming
practices are continuously enhanc-
ing productivity. Modern techniques
such as precision farming, protected
cultivation, and integrated nutrient
management have further strength-
ened the capacity of agriculture to
supply food to an ever-growing
population.

Therefore, the need for agricul-
tural production will always exist, ensuring
that the scope of agriculture remains perma-
nent and indispensable. Apart from food pro-
duction, agriculture is a major contributor to
employment generation. In many developing
countries, including India, a significant por-
tion of the population depends directly or in-
directly on agriculture for their livelihood.
Farmers, agricultural labourers, input suppli-
ers, transporters, food processors, and mar-
keters all form part of the agricultural value
chain.

As new technologies and innovations
emerge, new employment opportunities are
also being created in areas such as agri-tech
startups, digital agriculture services, farm
mechanisation, agricultural consultancy, and
rural entrepreneurship. Consequently, agricul-
ture not only sustains traditional occupations
but also opens new career pathways for edu-
cated youth.

Agriculture also plays a critical role in sup-
porting various allied sectors. Industries such
as food processing, textile manufacturing,
dairy production, poultry farming, fisheries,
and biofuel production depend heavily on
agricultural raw materials. For example, cot-
ton supports the textile industry, sugarcane
feeds the sugar industry, and oilseeds supply
edible oil processing units. The development
of agro-based industries strengthens rural
economies and contributes significantly to na-

tional economic growth.
As the demand for processed food and

value-added agricultural products increases,
the interconnection between agriculture and
industry will become even stronger. Another
significant reason why the scope of agricul-
ture cannot be stopped is its growing role in
environmental sustainability. Agriculture is
closely linked with natural resource manage-
ment, including soil, water, and biodiversity
conservation.

Modern sustainable farming practices, such
as organic farming, conservation agriculture,
agro-forestry, and integrated farming systems,
help maintain ecological balance while ensur-
ing productivity. These approaches reduce
chemical dependency, improve soil health,
and promote climate resilience. In the era of
climate change, agriculture is not only a sector
affected by environmental challenges but also
a key solution provider through carbon se-
questration, sustainable land management,

and climate-smart agricultural practices. Tech-
nological advancements have further ex-
panded the scope of agriculture in recent
decades.

Innovations such as remote sensing, geo-
graphic information systems (GIS), artificial
intelligence, drones, and nanotechnology are
transforming traditional farming methods into
more efficient and data-driven systems. Pre-
cision agriculture allows farmers to apply
water, fertilisers, and pesticides in a targeted
manner, reducing wastage and improving crop
yields. Similarly, biotechnology and genetic
improvement techniques have enabled the de-
velopment of high-yielding, pest-resistant,
and climate-tolerant crop varieties. These
technological integrations demonstrate that
agriculture is not a stagnant sector but one that
continuously evolves with scientific progress.

Agriculture also has an important role in en-
suring nutritional security. Modern societies
are not only concerned about producing suf-
ficient food but also about producing nutri-
tious food. The diversification of agriculture
towards horticulture, pulses, oilseeds, millets,
medicinal plants, and functional foods con-
tributes to a balanced and healthy diet. In-
creasing awareness about organic food,
natural farming, and farm-to-table concepts
has further strengthened the connection be-
tween agriculture and human health. As peo-
ple become more health-conscious, the

demand for safe, fresh, and nutritious agricul-
tural products will continue to grow. Further-
more, agriculture contributes significantly to
rural development. Rural areas are the pri-
mary centers of agricultural activities, and im-
provements in agricultural productivity
directly influence the socio-economic condi-
tions of rural communities. Infrastructure de-
velopment, such as irrigation systems, rural
roads, storage facilities, and market access im-
proves farmers’ income and overall quality of
life. Government initiatives promoting farmer
producer organizations, crop insurance
schemes, and digital agriculture platforms are
further strengthening the agricultural sector.

By improving rural livelihoods and reduc-
ing poverty, agriculture plays a central role in
inclusive development. Global trade is an-
other factor that expands the scope of agricul-
ture. Many countries earn substantial foreign
exchange through the export of agricultural
commodities such as rice, spices, tea, coffee,

fruits, vegetables, and processed
foods.

International demand for agricul-
tural products continues to rise due
to globalisation and changing di-
etary preferences. As a result, agri-
cultural exports contribute to
economic stability and international
trade relations. Developing coun-
tries have immense potential to
strengthen their position in global
markets by improving quality stan-
dards, supply chains, and value ad-
dition. Education and research in
agriculture are also continuously
broadening the sector’s prospects.

Agricultural universities, research insti-
tutes, and extension services are working to
develop innovative technologies and dissem-
inate knowledge to farmers. Young profes-
sionals are increasingly entering fields such
as agronomy, horticulture, agricultural engi-
neering, soil science, agri-business manage-
ment, and agricultural biotechnology. These
academic and research opportunities ensure
that agriculture remains a dynamic and pro-
gressive discipline capable of addressing
emerging challenges.

In conclusion, the scope of agriculture can
never be stopped because it is fundamentally
linked with human survival, economic stabil-
ity, and environmental sustainability. The sec-
tor continues to adapt to new technologies,
societal demands, and global challenges.

From providing food and employment to
supporting industries and protecting natural
resources, agriculture remains an essential pil-
lar of development. As the world faces chal-
lenges such as population growth, climate
change, and resource scarcity, the importance
of agriculture will only increase. Therefore,
rather than declining, the scope of agriculture
will continue to expand, offering new oppor-
tunities for innovation, entrepreneurship, and
sustainable development. (The writer is As-
sistant Professor Agronomy, Surajmal Uni-
versity, Kichha, Udham Singh Nagar; views
are personal)

By: Umesh  Raj, Samriddhi Prakash

Post-covid Assam has been one of the fastest-
growing states in India, with a nominal rate of
growth of 13 per cent in 2024-25 and average

per capita income growth of more than 10 per cent
over the past 3 years. While the pursuit of sustained
growth is often seen to be driven by industrial cor-
ridors and infrastructure, the most potent lever for
growth in modern Assam is not made of steel or con-
crete, but of “Nari Shakti.”

Data from the most recent Annual Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) reveal a dramatic ac-
celeration in women’s economic engagement. By
2023-24, Assam’s overall Female LFPR surged to
50.2per cent, a figure that stands in stark contrast to
the national average of 41.7per cent. This momen-
tum is most visible in rural areas where participation
jumped from a modest 29per cent in 2021-22 to a
staggering 52.8per cent by 2023-24. (Assam Eco-
nomic Survey, 2025-26)

As the state aims to become a USD 143 billion
economy by 2030, the transition of women from
passive beneficiaries of welfare to active economic
agents has seen to be moving from the periphery to
the very heart of the state’s economic strategy. With
a female labour force participation rate (FLFPR)
that now significantly outstrips the national average,
Assam is charting a unique course of empowerment
that balances quantitative surges with the need for
deep, qualitative structural shifts.

The rise in FLFPR is not merely a product of busi-
ness-as-usual trends but the outcome of deliberate
and targeted policy interventions. The flagship
Mukhyamantri Mahila Udyamita Abhiyaan
(MMUA), popularly known as the “Lakhpati
Baideu” mission, represents one of the most ambi-
tious attempts to formalise rural entrepreneurship in
India’s history. Targeting 40 lakh women associated
with Self-Help Groups (SHGs), the mission aims to
ensure an annual income of at least Rs 1 lakh for
every member.

As of early 2026, 8.8 lakh women have already
achieved this “Lakhpati” status. Success stories
from districts like Nalbari and Sivasagar showcase
the potential of this model: women like Bijumoni
Devi are earning INR 1.80 lakh annually through
pickle-making, while others like Anita Thakuriya
have reached incomes of INR 2.23 lakh through an-
imal husbandry. The program follows a structured
approach, starting with Rs 10,000 seed capital and
progressing to INR 50,000 based on performance,
shifting the narrative from one-time grants to sus-
tained business growth. Also, empowerment in
Assam is increasingly being defined by the removal
of operational barriers to human capital. The “Nijut
Moina” scheme 2.0 aims to provide monthly
stipends to over 10 lakh girl students, bridging down
the gap of the financial agent, which directly im-
pacts educational continuity. (The Hindu, 2026)

No reason for complacency
Although recent data point to a rise in FLFPR, this

is not always an unambiguously positive develop-
ment. In many cases, an increase in female labour
force participation is interpreted as a sign of house-
hold distress, where stagnating or inadequate male
wages compel women to enter the workforce to sup-
plement family income. Moreover, a look beyond
the headline numbers shows participation spike is
almost entirely driven by a massive shift into self-

employment. In rural Assam, the share of women
engaged in self-sustained ventures skyrocketed from
18.5 per cent to 77.3 per cent over a seven-year pe-
riod from 2017-18 to 2023-24. A distress sign also
comes from the data that salaried positions in rural
women fell from 58.8 per cent to just 15.2 per cent
(IWWAGE, 2025). To ensure that this is not merely
“distress entrepreneurship” driven by compulsion,
the state must focus on scaling these micro-activities
into viable, high-growth rural enterprises. Even if
the current rise in LFPR is partly distress-led, policy
should aim to create conditions that enable women
to remain in the labour force, sustain gainful em-
ployment, and contribute meaningfully to the econ-
omy, while simultaneously strengthening their
economic agency.

Way forward
There are clear pathways to make this happen.

Women’s Capability Index (WCI) indicates that
31per cent of women in Assam still experience mul-
tidimensional deprivation in health, dignity, and au-
tonomy.

A critical barrier is the prevalence of anaemia,
which affects 65.9 per cent of women aged 15-49,
making Assam one of the most impacted states in
the country. This health crisis is a serious concern,
as calculations suggest that anaemia among females
in India is estimated to cost nearly 1.2 per cent of
the country’s GDP. (Government of Assam,
Women’s Conditions in Assam, 2025)

Furthermore, safety remains a primary concern
for workforce entry. Approximately 12per cent of
women feel unsafe while using public transport,
with the fear being significantly more acute in rural
enclaves (14 per cent) compared to urban centres (7
per cent). (DES Assam, 2025) In such a scenario,
true empowerment, therefore, requires a “Credit-
Plus” approach, which pairs financial capital with
improved health outcomes, safer transit corridors,
and also dismantling of the gendered care burden
that keeps millions of women at home.

While Assam’s GSDP has expanded by 45per
cent over the last five years, far outpacing the na-
tional average of 29per cent, the state’s vision of a
USD 143 billion economy rests also on the contin-
ued mobilisation of the women empowerment
schemes put forth.

By focusing and leveraging the state’s traditional
family value systems and also aggressively tackling
modern infrastructural and health deficits, Assam is
proving that gender-responsive policy is one of the
most effective forms of economic stimulus. The
transformation is already visible; the challenge now
is to ensure it becomes universal. (Authors are Re-
search Assistant and Research Associate respec-
tively, associated with Pahle India Foundation;
views are personal)
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Soren appeals tribals to use democratic
rights judiciously in Assam polls

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 10: Assam
and the Northeast are witnessing a
major transformation in railway
connectivity with increased invest-
ments and infrastructure develop-
ment under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, officials
said.

According to official informa-
tion, the average annual railway
budget allocation for Assam and
the Northeast has increased signif-
icantly in recent years. 

During 2009–14, the region re-
ceived an average annual alloca-
tion of about ₹2,122 crore, which
has now risen to around ₹11,486
crore for 2026–27. The increased
investment has accelerated several
major projects across the region. 

Currently, railway projects
worth more than ₹72,468 crore are
underway in Assam and other

northeastern states, including con-
struction of new railway lines, sta-
tion modernisation and

safety-related initiatives.
Under the Amrit Bharat Station

Scheme, 60 railway stations in

Assam and the Northeast are being
redeveloped with an investment of
approximately ₹2,101 crore to pro-
vide modern passenger amenities,
improved accessibility and up-
graded infrastructure. 

Officials said the redevelopment
of Haibargaon station has already
been completed.

Railway network expansion has
also gained momentum. Since
2014, nearly 1,900 kilometres of
new railway lines have been con-
structed in the region. 

Electrification work has pro-
gressed rapidly, with states such as
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Tripura, and Mizoram
achieving full electrification, while
Assam is nearing the same mile-
stone. To improve safety and ease
of movement, 502 rail flyovers and
underpasses have been constructed
in the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Assam witnessing major railway expansion under Modi govt
Since 2014, nearly 1,900 kilometres of new railway lines have been constructed

It is not ‘election freebie,’ says Himanta
40 lakh women get ` 9,000 each under Orunudoi scheme

GUWAHATI, March 10: Forty
lakh families in Assam on Tuesday
received ` 9,000 each under the
state government’s flagship ‘Orun-
odoi’ scheme, with Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma asserting
that it was not an “election freebie”
but a manifestation of the regime’s
compassionate approach towards
the women beneficiaries.

He underlined that the scheme
was not a universal one but only
meant for women who fulfilled
specific criteria, which makes it a
“controlled” one and not linked
with the coming Assembly polls.

“` 3,600cr straight into the bank
accounts of 40 lakh women- and
NO this is not an election freebie,”
Sarma said in a post after attending
the central launch programme
here.

He said that through ‘Orunodoi’,
one of the country’s first benefici-
ary transfer schemes, eligible fam-
ilies are receiving monthly
financial assistance since 2020.

Every month on the 10th, nearly
40 lakh women-led families re-
ceive ` 1,250 to take care of their
basic expenses, Sarma said.

“To ensure that the #AssamElec-
tions2026 doesn’t hamper this
process, we have transferred `
9,000 together for 4 months of
#Orunodoi & a ` 4,000 Bihu
bonus,” he added.

The chief minister claimed that
the results of Orunodoi have per-
colated on the ground and shown
how effective targeted poverty al-
leviation schemes can be.

“Lakhs of people have been
pulled out of poverty & together
with other schemes, a comprehen-

sive security net has been laid to
ensure they remain poverty-free,”
Sarma added.

Orunodoi is a flagship poverty
alleviation scheme of the BJP-led
state government launched in
2020, under which one eligible
woman beneficiary per family re-
ceives ` 1,250 per month.

Sarma had announced earlier
that payment for four months from
January this year, along with an ad-
ditional amount for Bohag Bihu
celebration (marking the Assamese

New Year in mid-April), will be
paid together in March, taking the
total amount to ` 9,000.

Talking to reporters after the
launch, the chief minister main-
tained that the Orunodoi scheme
was not linked with the elections.

“Unlike in other states, there is
no mass transfer of benefit in this
scheme. The transfer is limited to
certain category of women, it is a
controlled scheme and not linked
with election,” he said.

Sarma claimed that had it been
linked with the election, coverage
would have been universal.

“We have been giving Orunodoi
with a lot of compassion. We have
been doing it for six years now,” he
maintained.

“We are winning elections be-
cause of (PM) Narendra Modi ji
and BJP, not due to schemes. These
are ongoing schemes. Perhaps,
Congress (ruled states) also have
similar ones,” the chief minister
added.

The Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO), also in a post on X, said it
is a “historic step towards strength-
ening (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

TEZPUR, March 10: Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant Soren on
Tuesday appealed to the tribal
community of Assam to exercise
their democratic rights judiciously
in the upcoming assembly elec-
tions.

Soren addressed a public rally in
Biswanath district, where the
newly-formed Jai Bharat Party
(JBP) announced an alliance with
his Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) to contest around 40 seats
in the elections.

He said that when the poor and

marginalised people unite, no force
can suppress their voice.

He also raised concerns over the
rising prices of essential commodi-
ties, including cooking gas and
daily necessities, saying that infla-
tion affects ordinary families the
most.

Highlighting the importance of
democratic participation, Soren
urged people to exercise their vot-
ing rights responsibly, noting that
even a single vote can determine
whether a leader gains or loses
power in a democracy.

“Our tribal communities have a
long history of courage and re-
silience, and they have never
bowed before injustice. I call upon
all of you to remain united and
fight for your rights through both
political and constitutional means,”
he said.

Referring to the slogan ‘Abua
Disum, Abua Raj’ (Our Land, Our
Rule), Soren said the vision re-
flects the aspirations of tribal com-
munities to protect their rights,
dignity and identity as the original
inhabitants of the land.

He urged tribal communities to
stand together on a single platform
to secure justice, dignity, and a bet-
ter future, expressing confidence
that unity and determination would
bring meaningful change in the
coming days.

The elections for the 126-mem-
ber assembly are expected to be
held in April.

JBP president Teharu Gour said
his party and JMM will together
contest around 40 seats.

“We are confident that the par-
ties will secure victories in several
seats,” he said. (PTI)

GUWAHATI, March 10: Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Tuesday asserted that Assamese
Muslims are “politically against”
Miya Muslims, and a section of the
former are now in support of the
BJP.

He maintained that Assamese
Muslims have stated over time that
their religion may be the same, but
they are culturally different from the
Miya Muslims.

“This time, the Assamese Mus-
lims have made up their minds.
That they are a separate community,
though the religion may be the
same,” Sarma told reporters on the
sidelines of an official event here,
when asked if the religious minori-
ties will support the BJP in the up-
coming assembly polls.

Differentiating between the two
sections based on mother tongue
and place of origin, Sarma said,
“Politically, the Assamese Muslims
are against the Miya Muslims.
There are many who come on TV
talk shows and say that the religion

may be same, but their cultures are
different.”

‘Miya’ is originally a pejorative
term used for Bengali-speaking
Muslims in Assam, and the non-
Bengali-speaking people generally
identify them as Bangladeshi immi-
grants. In recent years, activists
from the community have started
adopting the term as a gesture of de-
fiance.

Asked if the Assamese Muslims
have a problem with the CM refer-
ring to the Miyas as ‘osinaki
manuh’ (unknown people), Sarma
maintained that “they like it”.

He claimed that the Assamese
Muslims have extended their sup-
port to him by handing him money
ranging from ` 100 to ` 11,000.

“About 50-60 per cent of As-
samese Muslims were with the
Congress earlier. During the Assam
Agitation, many shifted their sup-
port to the Asom Gana Parishad.
And now, a lot of them are with the
BJP,” Sarma claimed. The CM has
been (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Assamese Muslims politically
against Miya Muslims: Himanta

NEW DELHI, March 10: An am-
bitious vision document broadly
outlining a series of strategic re-
forms, capability enhancements
and organisational changes re-
quired to bolster the Indian mili-
tary was unveiled by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on Tues-
day.

The document, prepared by the
Headquarters Integrated Defence
Staff (HQ IDS), is a strategic blue-
print to transform the Indian armed
forces into a modern, multi-do-
main, and integrated force by the
centenary of India’s Independence.

The release of the ‘Defence
Forces Vision 2047: A Roadmap
for a Future-Ready Indian Mili-
tary’ came eight months after the
military conflict between India and

Pakistan. Following the May 7 to
10 conflict, all the three forces
were asked to work on the lessons
learnt from it.

The vision document envisages
the transformation of the military
into an integrated, multi-domain
and agile force capable of deterring
adversaries and to effectively re-
spond to any conflict.

A central pillar of the vision is
the emphasis on jointness and syn-
ergy among the services, promot-
ing greater coordination in
planning, operations and capability
development, according to the de-
fence ministry.

It said the blueprint has been ar-
ticulated by Headquarters Inte-
grated Defence Staff to transform
the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Blueprint for multi-domain military reforms
and capability upgrades unveiled

AIUDF releases first
list of 9 candidates

GUWAHATI, March 10: Opposi-
tion All India United Democratic
Front (AIUDF) announced the first
list of nine candidates for the up-
coming Assam assembly elections,
according to a party circular.

AIUDF president Badruddin
Ajmal on Monday night declared
the list of candidates, retaining
three of the existing MLAs and in-
troducing two new women faces.

The Assam assembly elections
for 126 constituencies are expected
to take place next month. This will
be the first assembly election after
the delimitation exercise, which
was done in 2023.

AIUDF has given ticket to in-
cumbent Aminul Islam, Hafiz
Rafiqul Islam and Nizanur Rah-
man from Rupahihat, Mandia and
Gauripur (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

FSI stalls AI-based alerts
on deforestation to states
NEW DELHI, March 10: The
Forest Survey of India (FSI),
which is responsible for the assess-
ment and monitoring of the coun-
try’s forest cover, has not issued
fortnightly alerts to states on defor-
estation activities since October
last year, according to official data.

The last alert was issued in Oc-
tober 2025 and no data has been
updated since then, according to
the Anavaran-Deforestation Alert
System portal.

Since January 2024, the portal
has been functioning by combining
satellite imagery and machine-
learning techniques to help FSI de-
tect changes in forest cover.

FSI is an organisation under the
Ministry of Environment and
Forests. It used to send location-
specific alerts to state authorities
every 15 days about areas where
forest cover may have declined, al-
lowing officials to conduct focused
on-ground inspections in those lo-
cations. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Hike in Assam tea 
garden workers’ daily

wage by ` 30 from Apr 1
GUWAHATI, March 10: The
Assam government has announced
increasing the daily wage of tea
garden workers by ` 30 from next
month, an official notification said.

The hike will be applicable for
workers in estate gardens as well
as in small tea gardens in the state,
which is the country’s largest tea-
producing state.

“Consequent upon the recom-
mendation of Minimum Wages
Advisory Board for tea plantation
workers of Assam in its meeting on
26.2.2026, Governor of Assam is
pleased to allow an interim in-
crease of ` 30 in the interim mini-
mum wages of the tea plantation
workers with effect from
1.4.2026,” the notification issued
on March 7 said.

Accordingly, tea workers in
Brahmaputra valley will receive `
280 per day against the existing `
250, while those in Barak valley
will be  (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Veteran Cong leader,
ex-Union minister Biren

Singh Engti dies at 81
GUWAHATI, March 10: Veteran
Congress leader and former Union
minister Biren Singh Engti died at
a private hospital here on Tuesday.
He was 81.

A party spokesperson said that
Engti was brought to Guwahati for
treatment from his Diphu residence
and breathed his last this morning.

“The mortal remains have been
taken to Diphu, where last respects
will be paid,” the spokesperson
added.

A five-time Lok Sabha MP from
Diphu constituency, Engti had also
served as a minister of state in the
Rajiv Gandhi government in the
Centre.

Having entered the Lok Sabha in
the 1970s, the veteran leader of
Karbi Anglong had won his last
election to the lower house in
2014.

He had also served as the chief
executive member of the Karbi An-
glong Autonomous Council.

Condoling Engti’s death, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
said in a post on X: “The passing
away of Shri Biren Singh Engti,
veteran leader from Karbi Anglong
and former Union Minister, is a
great loss for Assam.”

“His years of service to the peo-
ple and efforts for the development
of the hill regions will always be
remembered,” Sarma added, ex-
tending his condolences to the be-
reaved family.

State Congress president Gaurav
Gogoi, in a post on Facebook, said
the death of Engti is an “irrepara-
ble loss not only to the hill district
but the entire political field of the
state”.

“Deeply saddened at the news of
the death of senior leader of Assam
Congress, former Union minister
and my late father’s friend Biren
Singh Engti,” Gogoi said.

Gogoi, son of three-time Assam
CM Tarun Gogoi, recalled the time
spent (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

GUWAHATI, March 10: Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Tuesday inaugurated the state’s
first Science City at Sonapur, on
the outskirts of Guwahati, and said
such initiatives will encourage sci-
entific thinking among youth.

He said the state government
was building infrastructure which
matches the best in the country.

“Assam gets its own Science
City and it will be one of the best
in the country. Built on the out-
skirts of Guwahati, this project,
spread over 82 acres has been built
at Rs 300 cr and has features like
Eureka and Space Odyssey, etc,
and is bigger than Kolkata’s Sci-
ence City,” Sarma said in a post on
X.

He said more features like Sci-
ence Innovation and Science Park
will also come up shortly on the
premises, which will draw more
young minds towards scientific
thinking.

“In Assam, we are building
things which feature as ones which
are best in the country,” Sarma
added.

The Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO), also in a post on social
media, said the Science City has
been developed jointly by the state
government and the National
Council of Science Museum,
which is under the Ministry of
Culture.

The CMO said that on the same
occasion, Sarma virtually inaugu-
rated five district Science Centres
at Amingaon, Majuli, Silchar,
Kaliabor and Bongaigaon,
equipped with science galleries,
digital planetariums and auditori-
ums.

“Both visionary initiatives will
go a long way towards nurturing
scientific temperament and inspir-
ing the next generation of innova-
tors across Assam,” the CMO
added. (PTI)

Himanta inaugurates
state’s first Science City

NEW DELHI, March 10: Com-
merce and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal on Tuesday said the govern-
ment is looking to extend help to
exporters on the insurance front to
help them deal with the ongoing
West Asia crisis.

He said an inter-ministerial
group is keeping tabs on develop-
ments on a daily basis and is inter-
acting with exporters.

The Customs department has
come out with norms for dealing
with export cargo returning to In-
dian ports due to the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz and disruptions in
maritime routes amid the West Asia
crisis.

“Similarly, we are looking for
developing some new schemes like

insurance support... We are consult-
ing ECGC (Export Credit Guaran-
tee Corporation) and other
departments on that,” Goyal told
reporters here.

He said the government is look-
ing at ways to help exporters whose
goods have been shipped but are
facing problems.

The government is monitoring
the situation 24 hours, he added.

Exporters are facing issues due
to a joint attack launched by the US
and Israel on Iran. It has led to a
spike in ocean freight, air transport,
and insurance premiums because of
disruptions in the movement of oil
and gas consignments.

West Asia is a major export des-
tination for India.

Meanwhile, speaking at Aahar
show, he said India should aspire to
become a top exporter of agri and
processed food sectors.

At present, India is the seventh-
largest exporter of the world.

Agriculture and fish exports
stood around Rs 5 lakh crore.

Goyal also said the nine free
trade agreements (FTAs) finalised
by India have opened huge export
opportunities for Indian goods.

“We are now finalising an agree-
ment with Canada. We have just
launched discussions with the six
nations, GCC group of countries, in
the Middle East. All of this pro-
vides huge opportunities for friends
from the processed food and agri
sector,” the minister said. (PTI)

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 10: Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Tuesday inaugurated the Maharaj Prithu Fly-
over, connecting Dighalipukhuri and Noonmati, and ded-
icated it to public use.

The 4.2-km-long four-lane flyover has been constructed
at a cost of ₹852.68 crore as part of efforts to improve
transport infrastructure in the city. 

The State government sanctioned the project on June
26, 2023, while the foundation stone was laid on Novem-
ber 16, 2023. 

Though the project was scheduled for completion
within 36 months, it was finished in 28 months.

Officials said the flyover has been built with 129 pillars
and a steel girder superstructure.

Addressing the gathering, Sarma said the flyover would
significantly ease traffic congestion and reduce travel time
for commuters in the city. 

He added that the completion of the project in a record
time reflects advanced planning, technical expertise, ef-
fective supervision and coordinated teamwork.

The chief minister also said that in the coming days the
flyover would have a rotary near Guwahati Club and a
connection with the flyover at Ulubari. 

He added that the government has taken steps to im-
prove the surrounding areas through concrete drainage
from Dighalipukhuri to Noonmati, refurbishment of roads

and lanes, and installation of improved street lighting.
Sarma noted that GNB Road is one of the busiest roads

in the city, with thousands of vehicles passing through
daily. 

The new flyover, he said, would reduce traffic pressure
on the road beneath it, leading to faster movement and
lower air and noise pollution.

Describing the project as a blend of development and
heritage, Sarma said naming the flyover after Maharaj
Prithu honours Assam’s historical legacy. 

He paid tribute to the ancient Kamrup ruler, recalling
his bravery in defending the region against foreign inva-
sions. The chief minister (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Looking to help exporters at insurance
front to deal West Asia crisis: Goyal

CM hails record time completion of project
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HT Correspondent
HOWRAGHAT, March 10: In the ongo-
ing BJP government’s move towards
women’s empowerment, over 300 benefi-
ciaries from the Okkereng area under the
Nomati Council Constituency were offi-
cially granted financial assistance under the
Orunodoi 3.0 scheme on Tuesday. Each re-
cipient received an amount of ` 9,000.

To mark the occasion, a large-scale pub-
lic meeting was organised at Okkereng,
drawing a crowd of several thousand
women from across the Nomati con-
stituency. The event highlighted the gov-
ernment’s ongoing commitment to
providing a financial safety net for under-
privileged households.

The distribution ceremony was graced

by several prominent leaders and offi-
cials from the Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council (KAAC) and the local
administration, including Ritesh Enghi,
Executive Member (EM), Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council; Britain Mahela,
Chairman, Nomati Constituency VDC;
Pradip Ingti, Chairman, Dokmoka (Den-
gao) Municipal Board and Jornel Rong-
hang, former Chairman, Development
Block Board.

During the meeting, the speakers empha-
sised that the Orunodoi scheme remains a
cornerstone of social welfare in the region.
By depositing funds directly into the bank
accounts of the female heads of house-
holds, the initiative aims to alleviate
poverty and ensure nutritional and medical
security for families.

The massive turnout of women at the
event underscores the local impact of the
scheme and the community’s engagement
with developmental initiatives in Karbi An-
glong.

Our Margherita Correspondent adds:
Along with the rest of the State, the Orun-
odoi 3.0 Special Financial Assistance Dis-
tribution Programme was organised on
Tuesday at Hamukjan Gaon Panchayat

under Margherita Development Block
where beneficiaries present also witnessed
the live address of Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, delivered as part of the
statewide programme.

The programme was attended by 83rd
Margherita LAC MLA Bhaskar
Sharma,Rahul Doley Co-District Commis-
sioner, Margherita, Rohit Kumar Yadav
Block Development officer Margherita De-
velopment Block, Gaon Panchayat presi-
dents, Panchayat Secretaries, officials from
various departments, beneficiaries and
members of the media.

A total of 28,622 beneficiaries under
Margherita Development Block are being
covered under Orunodoi 3.0 where under
this scheme, eligible women beneficiaries
receive ` 1,250 per month through Direct
Benefit Transfer, along with ` 9,000 addi-
tional financial assistance covering four
months, as announced by the Chief Minis-
ter.

The programme was simultaneously or-
ganised across various Gaon Panchayats,
Municipal Wards and VCDC areas under
Margherita Development Block to facili-
tate the distribution of benefits to eligible
beneficiaries.

Financial aid distributed under Orunodoi 3.0 

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, March 10: The Governor of
Assam and Chancellor of Assam
Women’s University, Lakshman Prasad
Acharya, attended the university’s 5th
convocation on Tuesday, conferring de-
grees on 360 graduating students. Ad-
dressing the graduates, he emphasised
the transformative power of knowledge,
saying it is the greatest asset for indi-
vidual and societal progress. He ex-
pressed confidence that the students
would make meaningful contributions
to society and wished them success in
their future endeavors.

On the occasion, social worker Riniki
Bhuyan Sharma was awarded an hon-
orary D.Litt in recognition of her con-
tributions to social service and Assam’s
socio-cultural development. The Gov-
ernor lauded her life of service as an in-
spiration to women across the state.

Highlighting the importance of
women’s education, he noted that
Assam Women’s University plays a key
role in providing quality higher educa-
tion to women from rural, tribal and
urban areas, while promoting re-
search, innovation and skill develop-
ment in line with the National
Education Policy.

Encouraging graduates to embrace
lifelong learning, the Governor urged
them to pursue their goals with dedica-
tion, integrity and confidence, adapt to
new technologies and contribute to in-
clusive and sustainable development.
The convocation address was delivered
by renowned Khasi poet and scholar S
S Streamlet Dkhar, with MLA Rupjyoti
Kurmi and university officials, includ-
ing Vice-Chancellor Ajanta Borgohain
Rajkonwar and Registrar Dr Binod
Chandra Bora, also in attendance.

Governor at Assam Women’s University convocation

KADCC issues show cause notice to nine members

P&G SEHAT boat clinic reaches over
20,000 people along Brahmaputra 

Santhal Students’ Union urges to boycott PM and CM’s public meeting

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, March 10: A successful staging of the traditional Assamese
drama “Sri krishnar Janma Yatra” Bhaona was held at the temporary stage
of Kolong-Jeuti, Khutikatia, Nagaon on the occasion of Falgun Phalguni
Purnima recently. 

The drama was performed by the artists of Sutradhaar, a branch of Edu-
Art Foundation, an organisation dedicated to promoting traditional arts.

The drama, written by Sri Sri Gopal Ata was a visual treat, with the
artists showcasing their exceptional talent. The event was a tribute to the
revered artist Chitta Dev Mahanta.

The performance was marked by captivating music, precise choreog-
raphy and impressive costumes. The audience was mesmerised by the
Sutradhaar artists’ portrayal of various characters, including Kangsha,
Basudev and others.

The event was coordinated by Anjali Mahanta, a noted writer and cul-
tural activist. The music direction and chief supervision were handled by
Shubhajit Saikia.

The successful staging of the drama is expected to promote cultural
awareness and appreciation among the younger generation.

Sutradhaar stages Janma
Yatra Bhaona at Nagaon 

HT Bureau
DIPHU, March 10: The hill district of Karbi Anglong is in mourning
following the demise of Biren Singh Engti, a veteran politician, former
Union Minister and one of the longest-serving tribal leaders from Assam.
Engti passed away at the Guwahati Health City Hospital at 7:45 AM on
Tuesday due to cardiac arrest and a brain haemorrhage. He was 81.

His mortal remains were brought from Guwahati to his residence in
Rongmongve, Diphu, this afternoon, where they were received by griev-
ing family members, party workers and a sea of well-wishers.

According to his younger sister, Ingle (Lolita) Engtipi, the former MP’s
health took a sudden turn on Sunday, March 8. After going to the bath-
room in the morning, attendants became concerned when he did not
emerge. Upon opening the door, they found him semi-conscious on the
floor.

He was immediately rushed to Diphu Medical College, where doctors
identified a blood clot in the brain resulting from the fall. On medical ad-
vice, he was shifted to Guwahati for advanced treatment. Despite the best
efforts of the medical team at Guwahati Health City Hospital, Engti
breathed his last on Tuesday morning.

In honour of the departed leader, the Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council (KAAC) has declared a two-day holiday on March 10 and 11.
All government offices under KAAC jurisdiction will remain closed,
though educational institutions will continue to function as usual.

The Karbi Anglong District Congress Committee (KADCC) has low-
ered the party flag to half-mast at its headquarters and various block of-
fices. KADCC president Raton Engti described the loss as “irreparable,”
stating, “As the first and longest-serving MP from the twin hill districts,
he embodied Gandhian principles. He was the very foundation of our
party in this region and remained a dedicated Congressman until his last
breath.” Biren Singh Engti’s political career was defined by its longevity
and loyalty. He was a five-term Member of Parliament, representing the
Diphu (ST) constituency in 1977, 1984, 2004, 2009 and 2014.

He served as the Union Minister of State during the tenure of Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and was the Chief Executive Member (CEM) and
Chairman of the erstwhile Karbi Anglong District Council.

A founding member of the Congress in Karbi Anglong, he served as
the District president for several terms between the early 1980s and 2006.

The current CEM of KAAC expressed deep condolences, noting that
Engti played a pivotal role in shaping the political discourse of the hill
districts and representing the aspirations of the Karbi people on the na-
tional stage. Born on March 2, 1945, to late Kangther Engti and late Banre
Tokbipi in Baroi Rongpi village, Engti was a scholar-politician. He was
an alumnus of Nowgong College and held an MA and LLB from Gauhati
University.

Beyond politics, his contributions to the infrastructure and social fabric
of Diphu were significant. He was instrumental in bringing the All India
Radio Station, the Railway Station, Jawaharlal Nehru Vidyalaya (JNV)
and Kendriya Vidyalaya to Diphu.

He was the founding president of the Karbi Riso Adorbar (Karbi Youth
Organisation) and established the Reenu Terangpi Memorial College in
Diphu in memory of his late wife.

Engti is survived by his siblings and a vast political family. As evening
fell in Diphu, a large number of people continued to gather at his resi-
dence to pay their final respects to a man who the face of Karbi Anglong
was, for many, for nearly half a century.

Veteran leader Biren Singh
Engti passes away at 81

Women beneficiaries receive ` 9,000 each 

360 graduates honoured; social worker Riniki Bhuyan Sharma receives D Litt

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 10: P & G
SEHAT, the healthcare-focused
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) initiative of Procter & Gam-
ble Health Limited (P&G Health)
makers of trusted healthcare
brands like Neurobion, Evion,
Livogen etc is positively impacting
over 20,000 people from under-
served communities in 18 peninsu-
lar villages and 10 islands along
the banks of the river Brahmaputra
in Assam through its special boat
clinic.

Launched in 2025, the boat
clinic initiative has been providing
consistent maternal, child and pre-
ventive healthcare to the commu-
nities of the islands of
Thutechapori, Gupaljaroni, Major-
chapori, Gonaitapu, Jonkab,
Tinighoriya, Barule, Jabore,
Sowguri, Gospur and the villages
of Dipora, Dathkola, Toltoli, 1 No
Bortamuli, 2 No Bortamuli,
Lokosa, Chirakhuwa, Rowna-
mukh, Bholukaguri, Koraihati,
Pisolaguri, Duckchapori,
Batomari, Kuhimari, Koraihati,
Nam Charaibari, Pasung Gaon and
Koliyapani area of Tezpur and
Biswanath district.

The initiative is also accelerat-
ing immunisation uptake through
active collaboration with the local
primary health centres (PHC).
Staffed by trained medical profes-
sionals and equipped with a 6-bed
ward, a mini operation theatre, a
labour room, diagnostic lab and a
pharmacy, the boat clinic has seen
increasing demand for antenatal
care and immunization since its in-

ception.
Through this initiative, all regis-

tered pregnant women receive a
minimum of three antenatal check-
ups, thus strengthening early diag-
nosis, monitoring and continuity of
care. Further, the clinic also con-
ducts special health camps and
awareness sessions in the commu-
nities.

The project leverages local resi-
dents as volunteers in the project
areas. These volunteers play an im-
portant role in monitoring health
parameters at the household level,
mobilising communities, encour-
aging follow-ups and driving ad-
vanced communication regarding
visits to the clinic, thus ensuring
better service utilisation and com-
pliance.

Speaking about the initiative,
Milind Thatte, Managing Director,
P&G Health, said, “The frequent
changes in the course of the river
Brahmaputra in Assam and the
unique terrain of the surrounding

areas, make access to primary
healthcare challenging for the local
communities. P&G Sehat is con-
tinuing to work with its NGO part-
ners to bridge this gap and provide
consistent, reliable and sustained
health facilities to people in these
underserved communities through
its special Boat Clinic.

This is in line with our mission
of providing quality healthcare and
driving healthcare awareness in
underserved communities across
India. The Boat Clinic model has
also proved to be resilient in terms
of its functionality despite the
changing river course, seasonal
floods and water levels of the
Brahmaputra River. The medical
teams on the ground use a combi-
nation of boat clinics, fishing boats
and land transport, if needed, to en-
sure continuity of outpatient serv-
ices, immunisation camps and
health awareness programmes,
even in adverse climatic condi-
tions.”

Child protection campaign launched in Karbi Anglong

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, March 10:
The Action Group for Gender
Sensitisation of Krishna
Kanta Handiqui State Open
University celebrated Inter-
national Women’s Day on
Tuesday at its City Campus,
Khanapara, focusing on
women’s empowerment and
gender awareness in society
and academia.

The event was attended by
faculty, officials and stu-
dents, with Sudeshna Bhat-
tacharjya of Gauhati
University as the resource
person. Dr Dola Borkataki
welcomed participants, while
Dr Ritimoni Bordoloi high-
lighted the continued need
for awareness and collective
efforts toward gender equal-
ity.

Prof Bhattacharjya deliv-
ered a lecture on women’s
role in the vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047, emphasising
women-led development
and citing inspirational fig-
ures like Mula Gabharu,
Hima Das and Lovlina Bor-
gohain. She stressed that
policies must be paired with
social awareness for real
change.

Registrar Pranab Saikia
and the Vice-Chancellor
noted the significant pres-
ence of women in the univer-
sity, highlighting education
as a key driver of equality
and social progress, espe-
cially through open and dis-
tance learning.

Gender sensitisation
programme marks

Women’s Day in KKHSOU

Dibrugarh Police holds
fingerprint training for
investigating officers

HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, March 10: Di-
brugarh Police on Tuesday con-
ducted a specialised training
programme on fingerprint develop-
ment and lifting at the Police Re-
serve in Dibrugarh, aimed at
bolstering the forensic capabilities
of investigating officers across all
police stations in the district.

The training brought together in-
vestigating officers from every po-
lice station in Dibrugarh district
under one roof, providing them
with hands-on knowledge and
practical skills in one of the most
fundamental yet critical disciplines
of forensic science. The session fo-
cused on the identification, devel-
opment and proper lifting of
fingerprints from crime scenes, a
technique that often forms the cor-
nerstone of criminal investigations
and serves as decisive evidence in
courts of law.

Tuesday’s training is part of a
broader and accelerating push by
Dibrugarh Police to modernise its
investigative apparatus. It builds
on an earlier landmark develop-
ment on February 1, when the dis-
trict police inducted a
state-of-the-art Mobile Forensic
Van sourced from the Criminal In-
vestigation Department (CID) in
Guwahati. The van, equipped with
advanced tools for DNA sampling,
fingerprint lifting, blood spatter
analysis and ballistic evidence ex-
amination, enables forensic experts
to conduct scientific examinations
directly at crime scenes — drasti-
cally reducing delays caused by
transporting evidence to cen-
tralised laboratories.

Former Union Minister and five-term MP
from Diphu mourned across Karbi Anglong

HT Bureau
DIPHU, March 10: The authority of the Karbi Anglong District Con-
gress Committee (KADCC), in a press release, has stated that a show
cause notice has been served to nine of its party members for breach of
party discipline here on Tuesday and has asked them to reply to the notice
within seven days from the date of its issue.

The party members receiving the show cause notice are Elison Kachop,
Soltial Tewa, Elias Tirkey, Khudiram Baghwar, Francis Barla, Jeshua
Sona, Poran Bhengra, Benjamin Khakha and Nelson Gogoi.

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, March 10: The All Santhal Students
Union (ASSU) expressed its displeasure over the ruling
BJP party, particularly in Bodoland Territorial Council
(BTC) and Upper Assam districts as the community is
deprived their grievances and issues.

The students union has decided to boycott the visit-
ing scheduled of the Prime Minister and Chief Minister
in the several districts of BTC and Upper Assam.

Speaking the reporters at Habrubil Gossaigaon on
Tuesday, Durga Soren, ASSU vice president told that
the BJP party has nothing done welfare and develop-
mental activities for the Santhal community across the
state. Soren said that during the 2014 Lok Sabha elec-
tion campaign, PM Narendra Modi had promised that
the Santhal/ Adivasi community of Assam along with
six other communities would be granted Scheduled
Tribe (ST) status within six months.

However, he said that not only six months but more
than six years have passed and the community has still
not been granted ST status. He also alleged that during
the Prime Minister’s visits to Assam, he has never men-

tioned the issue of granting ST status. Therefore, the or-
ganisation said they have no interest in listening to the
speeches of the Prime Minister and Chief Minister and
appealed to the Santhal community not to attend their
public meeting even organising during the upcoming
assembly elections in the state.

The organisation warned that any member of the
Santal community who attends the meeting will be con-
sidered acting against the community.

Durga Soren also alleged that in the Gossaigaon Leg-
islative Assembly Constituency, the Santhal community
has been politically weakened by dividing their voters
into four constituencies. He has criticised minister
Ashok Singhal, saying that an outsider minister like him
has politically weakened the community. He also said
that if Ashok Singhal comes to Gossaigaon for election
campaigning, he will be greeted with black flags.

The student organisation also expressed anger
against the BPF government led by Hagrama Mohilary
in BTC, alleging that no nominated council member or
CSB members from the Santhal community was ap-
pointed during its tenure.

HT Bureau
DIPHU, March 10: A district-wide awareness campaign titled “Suroxito
Xaishab Sonali Axom 2.0”, a 90-day initiative on child protection, has been
launched in Karbi Anglong with the aim of strengthening awareness and
community participation in safeguarding children.

The campaign is being implemented by the District Child Protection Unit
(DCPU), Karbi Anglong in collaboration with the District Administration
and with support from the State Child Protection Society, Assam. The ini-
tiative seeks to create greater public awareness on various issues related to
child safety, rights and welfare.

The theme of the campaign, “The Safety of Every Child is the Future of
Golden Assam,” highlights the importance of ensuring a secure and nur-
turing environment for children across the district. As part of the campaign,
the District Child Protection Unit in collaboration with the District Admin-
istration, Education Department and Police Department is organising a se-
ries of awareness programmes in different parts of Karbi Anglong. These
programmes involve the participation of line departments, frontline work-
ers, Sarkari Gaon Burahs, students, teachers, parents and religious leaders.

Various outreach activities are being conducted under the campaign to
spread awareness among the public. These include the distribution of
leaflets, pamphlets and calendars carrying messages on child protection,
along with wall paintings at different locations across the district highlight-
ing important issues related to the safety and well-being of children.

Page 7 (Region) March 11_Normal Pages  10-03-2026  21:25  Page 1



Resolution against LS Speaker to save Constitution: Gogoi
NEW DELHI, March 10: In a
scathing attack on Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Congress MP
Gaurav Gogoi on Tuesday accused
him of partisan behaviour, making
“baseless” allegations against
women MPs of the opposition and
not allowing Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi to put forth “critical
issues” before the House.

Initiating the debate on the reso-
lution for the removal of Birla from
the Speaker’s post, Gogoi said the
opposition was compelled to bring a
resolution for Birla’s removal as Lok
Sabha Speaker to “save the Consti-
tution” and the “dignity of the
House”. Where is the freedom of
speech now, the Congress deputy
leader in the House asked as he
slammed Birla for being “partisan”.
He raised questions over the manner
in which the Speaker presided over the
House on February 2 when Gandhi had
to speak on the motion of thanks to
the president’s address.

“There was an expectation that
the chair would be neutral. But re-
search of uncorrected versions
would show the number of times
the LoP was interrupted. While the
LoP was on his feet, another mem-
ber was called upon (to speak),”
Gogoi said. “Is this Parliamentary

tradition we want to show? Micro-
phones are being used to silence
MPs. It stands in direct contradic-
tion with the rituals of this House.”

“The same thing happened to
MP Shashi Tharoor. He was speak-
ing on February 9, and in the mid-
dle of his speech, his mic was
switched off. It is said that the op-
position must have its say... but
how can we say when you switch
off the mic? Tharoor stated that his
mic was switched off, which has
never happened before,” he said.

Gogoi also cited the first prime

minister, Jawaharlal Nehru’s re-
marks that the Speaker represents
the dignity of the House and be-
comes the symbol of the nation’s
freedom and liberty. “Where is the
freedom of speech now?” he added.
The Congress MP from Assam’s
Jorhat said the objectives of women
MPs are being questioned.

“When the PM had to speak on
the motion of thanks to the presi-
dent’s address, the Speaker advised
PM Modi not to come to the
House, claiming credible informa-
tion that certain women MPs

would surround the PM’s chair and
create an unexpected situation.

“Shame, shame, shame, shame,
shame, shame...The 2026 incident
is legally distinct because the
speaker preemptively advised the
PM not to attend, and that is a com-
plete breach of neutrality,” the
Congress MP said. He said the
charges against women MPs were
baseless. Gogoi also alleged that a
“paternalistic” tone is adopted in
the House towards women MPs.
He said the LoP’s remarks are often
expunged, but when treasury bench
members make baseless allegations
against former PMs, it is allowed.
The Congress leader claimed that the
environment of Parliament has be-
come such that the LoP is not al-
lowed to speak in the House
because the leadership of the coun-
try is “weak”.

Giving reasons as to why the op-
position was compelled to bring
the resolution, the MP from
Assam’s Jorhat said, “When the
LoP wanted to speak on the mo-
tion of thanks to the President’s
address, he was interrupted 20
times by the Speaker, members
of the chairpersons’ panel, and
senior members of the treasury
benches. (PTI)
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KOLKATA, March 10: Asserting that no eligible
voter’s name would be removed from the electoral
rolls in West Bengal, Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar on Tuesday said the EC’s priority
was to ensure free, fair and peaceful polls in the state
as it stepped up preparations for the upcoming assem-
bly polls, amid a charged political atmosphere.

Addressing a press conference here after the com-
mission’s full bench held a series of meetings with po-
litical parties and senior administrative officials to
review Bengal’s poll preparedness, Kumar said the EC
will finalise the state’s election schedule, including the
number of phases it would vote in, after the panel re-
turns to Delhi. Kumar said the commission has in-
structed officers in the state to enforce rule of law
strictly without fear or favour.

“We have reviewed the law and order condition in
the state and the entire government, led by its chief
secretary, the DGP, the CPs and SPs, has assured the
commission that the election will remain free of vio-
lence and intimidation,” the CEC said.

Kumar was unambiguous on the operational bound-
aries within which the commission expected the state
officials to work during the poll process.

“All officials must work within the purview of law,
constitutional provisions and EC’s instructions. Any
slackness in that regard will result in strict disciplinary
action,” he said. Speaking about the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR), a politically sensitive exer-
cise that has triggered sharp exchanges between the
TMC and the BJP, Kumar said the process was being
carried out across the country in accordance with con-
stitutional norms.

“Logical Discrepancy (LD) cases were flagged off

in all 12 states where the SIR exercise was held. The
cases where voters remained unmapped with the 2002
rolls, whether deliberate or by mistake, were scanned
by BLOs with the help of documents provided,” the
CEC stated, rejecting claims that LD cases were in-
troduced only for Bengal.

Explaining the data patterns that emerged during the
SIR in the state, Kumar revealed that around 4-5 per
cent of electors failed to map themselves with the
2002 rolls post submission of enumeration forms,
while an additional 7-8 per cent of voters were found
to have mapped themselves incorrectly, either delib-
erately or by inadvertent errors.

According to EC data released on February 28,
around 63.66 lakh names, about 8.3 per cent of the
electorate, were deleted since the revision began in
November last year, bringing down the voter base
from about 7.66 crore to a little over 7.04 crore.

To a question on the engagement of micro-ob-
servers to dispose of LD cases, Kumar said, “In Ben-
gal, a lot of cases remained undecided at the level of
EROs and AEROs before the publication of final rolls
because of which micro-observers had to be appointed
for document verification, which had to be carried out
stringently.” 

The CEC avoided a direct answer on the fate of the
voters who continue to remain in the ‘under adjudica-
tion’ list and whether polls would be announced before
the publication of supplementary rolls. “People whose
names have been deleted have the option of filling Form
6 for re-inclusion. Those under adjudication are being
scrutinised by the learned judicial officers appointed by
the Calcutta High Court in accordance with a Supreme
Court order,” he said.  (PTI)

No genuine voter to be axed; zero 
tolerance for violence, intimidation: CEC 

‘Birla partisan in conduct of House’

NEW DELHI, March 10: India has
made significant strides in climate protec-
tion with a “whole-of-government” ap-
proach adopted by the Narendra Modi-led
government, Union minister Bhupender
Yadav said, asserting that the number of
protected areas and wildlife reserves has
increased substantially since 2014.

Replying to a debate on the working of
his ministry in the Rajya Sabha, the Min-
ister of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change said that the number of protected
areas in the country has increased from
757 in 2014 to 1,134 in 2026. The total
protected area has expanded from
1,68,838.37 sq km to 1,87,162.91 sq km,
Yadav said

Highlighting conservation efforts, he
said the number of tiger reserves has in-
creased from 47 in 2014 to 58 now, ele-
phant reserves from 26 to 33, and the
Asiatic lion population has risen from 523
to 891. “Around 70 per cent of the world’s
tigers in wild are in India,” he said.

Yadav further said that India has en-
hanced its tree cover from 92,572 sq km
to 1,12,014 sq km and created additional
carbon sinks as part of its climate com-
mitments.

The minister said that environmental
governance has been strengthened
through digital platforms such as the

PARIVESH portal, which has reduced the
time taken for environmental clearances
from about 600 days to less than 90 days.

He said that the government has also
framed rules on construction and demoli-
tion waste, electronic waste, fly ash dis-
posal and single-use plastics to tackle
pollution.

Participating in the debate, Congress
member Neeraj Dangi raised concerns
over deforestation, air pollution and the
impact of infrastructure projects on
ecosystems and tribal communities.

“I want to express the pain of people
who are suffering from air pollution.  Jun-
gles are being cut and the future is being
threatened by climate change,” he said.

Dangi referred to the degradation of the
Aravalli mountain range and alleged that
illegal mining has destroyed several

hillocks. He also cited reports suggesting
rising deaths linked to air pollution and
criticised the government for allegedly
downplaying the health impact of partic-
ulate pollution. He also raised concerns
over the proposed infrastructure project in
Greater Nicobar, saying it could threaten
the fragile ecosystem and indigenous
communities living there.

Before Dangi spoke, Rajya Sabha
Chairman C P Radhakrishnan said he was
making a special exception to allow the
Congress member to intervene even
though the discussion had concluded.

“Normally, as per convention, once the
discussion is concluded, no further inter-
ventions are permitted. However, the
essence of democracy lies in discussion,
dialogue and debate,” he said.

Radhakrishnan said the request by the
Congress chief whip was being permitted
“as a special case” so that the opposition
could participate in the debate. He added
that it should not be seen as discrimina-
tion but as a symbolic gesture to encour-
age wider participation.

Opposition parties staged a walkout
from the Rajya Sabha on Monday and did
not return to the House thereafter. As a re-
sult, they largely did not take part in the
debate on the functioning of the environ-
ment ministry. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, March 10: In a
fresh set of directions, the Supreme
Court on Tuesday ordered setting
up of independent appellate tri-
bunals, headed by former high
court judges, to hear appeals
against exclusions from voter lists
during the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls in West
Bengal.

The top court also issued a stern
warning against attempts to under-
mine the integrity of judicial offi-
cers who are deployed to deal with
claims and objections of those fac-
ing deletion from voter lists in the
SIR process.

Describing such moves as an af-
front to the judiciary, a three-judge
bench headed by Chief Justice
Surya Kant said, “How did you
dare file such applications? It
shows as if you don’t have
trust...No one should dare question
the judicial officers. As Chief Jus-
tice of India, I will not tolerate
this.”

The bench, also comprising Jus-
tices R Mahadevan and Joymalya
Bagchi, was irked over the submis-
sions made in one of the fresh pe-
titions that the judicial officers be
not permitted to deal with the
claims and objections of those fac-
ing deletion from voter lists.

Earlier, the top court had al-
lowed deployment of district
judges and civil judges of West
Bengal in the ongoing SIR process.

It had also asked the Calcutta
High Court chief justice to seek
requisition of judicial officers from
Jharkhand and Odisha to handle 80
lakh claims and objections of those
facing deletion from the electoral
roll in the SIR exercise in the state.

On Tuesday, the bench perused
the fresh report of the Calcutta
High Court chief justice and
passed a slew of fresh directions.

It also asked the West Bengal
government and the Election Com-
mission to provide all logistical
support to judicial officers in the
ongoing SIR of electoral rolls.

The bench noted that the judicial
officers so far have dealt with
10.16 lakh objections and claims
of those facing deletion from the
electoral rolls by the evening of

March 9.
“The ECI shall not introduce

any mandatory requirement that
could disrupt the process unless
approved by the Chief Justice of
the Calcutta High Court,” it di-
rected.

“Technical issues affecting the
online portal must be promptly re-
solved,” it said.

The bench said new login IDs
for judicial officers be created
promptly to ensure smooth revi-
sion of electoral rolls. It also said
that decisions of the judicial offi-
cers cannot be examined in appeals
by any administrative officers of
the Election Commission.

It said the chief justice of the
Calcutta High Court may request
some former high court chief jus-
tices and two or three former high
court judges, preferably from the
Calcutta High Court or neighbour-
ing states, to serve on the appellate
tribunals.

Once recommended, the Elec-
tion Commission will have to no-
tify them as Appellate Tribunals to
hear such appeals.

The number of members on
each bench has been left to the dis-
cretion of the Calcutta High Court
chief justice.

During the hearing, a few senior
advocates raised two concerns that
there was absence of an appellate
mechanism for individuals whose
claims were rejected by the judicial
officers, and the publication of
supplementary lists of voters
whose objections have already
been disposed of, particularly in
light of the large number of objec-
tions reportedly exceeding 10 lakh.

Referring to its order of Febru-
ary 24, the bench reiterated that or-
ders passed by judicial officers
could not be appealed before any
executive or administrative author-
ity.

The CJI, however, said that the
chief justice of the high court will
create an independent appellate
forum consisting of retired judges.

The bench also said that once
the chief justice of the high court
makes an appropriate recommen-
dation, the poll panel will issue the
requisite notification. (PTI)

India has made significant strides in climate
protection under Modi: Environment minister

WB SIR: SC orders setting up of tribunals
to hear appeals against exclusions

NEW DELHI, March 10: India’s participation along
with a country pavilion in the recently-held ITB Berlin
-- one of the world’s leading travel trade show -- pro-
vided a platform for strengthening existing partnerships,
and establishing it as a premier 365-day global destina-
tion, the tourism ministry said on Tuesday.

The ministry participated in ITB Berlin 2026, held
from March 3-5 at Messe Berlin exhibition centre in
Germany. As the world’s leading travel trade show, ITB
Berlin (Internationale Tourismus-Börse Berlin) is a key
meeting point for the global tourism industry, providing
an important platform for networking and exchange for
the Indian travel stakeholders

Union Tourism Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
along with an Indian delegation took part in it, and he
also engaged with a few leaders.

While addressing a press conference, the minister
said, “Germany remains one of India’s most important
tourism partners”. Germany ranks as the 8th largest
tourist generating source market for India with 260,000
(provisional figure) Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs)
from Germany in 2025, according to a statement issued
by India’s tourism ministry.

Shekhawat also held “productive bilateral meetings”
with Widiyanti Putri Wardhana, Minister of Tourism of
Indonesia, and Christoph Ploß, Federal Government
Commissioner for Tourism of Germany.

The discussions focused on enhancing tourism flows,
boosting sustainable travel, expanding air connectivity,
and deepening people-to-people ties between the na-
tions, it said.

The Union minister also engaged with Shaikha Al
Nowais, Secretary General, UNWTO, and discussed
about different ways to enhance sustainable tourism de-
velopment and regenerative tourism.

India’s “strong presence” at the ITB, Berlin high-
lighted the country’s strategic goal of further boosting
inbound tourism and establishing the country as a pre-
mier 365-day global travel destination, the ministry
said. The key event “provided an important platform for
strengthening existing partnerships, establishing new
business relationships and promoting innovative travel
routes and experiences”.

The diversity of the cultural and craft heritage was
also showcased to visitors at the India Pavilion through
‘mehendi’ and other activities such as block printing
and calligraphy, it said.

The India Pavilion showcased the country’s rich
kaleidoscope of culture, languages and traditions, its di-
verse tourism landscape as well as the gamut of niche
tourism experiences such as spiritual and wellness,
wedding, adventure and ecotourism and gourmet.

The theme of the pavilion revolved around the unique
and diverse tourism experiences of India.

Representatives of various destination management
companies, hoteliers, state governments and Union Ter-
ritories and tour operators from across the country took
part in it. (PTI)

India seeks boost in
inbound tourism after 

participation in ITB, Berlin
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Two killed in police firing, curfew clamped in Meghalaya
SHILLONG, March 10: Two persons were
killed when security forces opened fire to
disperse violent mobs in Meghalaya’s West
Garo Hills district early Tuesday amid ten-
sions over the GHADC election nomination
process, officials said.

West Garo Hills Superintendent of Police
Abraham T Sangma said the incident took
place in the Chibinang area, where a clash
broke out between tribal and non-tribal
groups.

“The two persons who died were residents
of Chibinang. There was a clash between
tribals and non-tribals regarding the
GHADC elections and the firing occurred
while we were dispersing an unlawful as-
sembly,” Sangma said.

He said the situation in the area is cur-
rently under control. The district administra-
tion has clamped curfew for the entire day
on Tuesday across West Garo Hills to pre-
vent further escalation of tension.

“We have sought additional forces and
they are on the way,” the SP said.

The incident came hours after the Megha-
laya government ordered a 48-hour suspen-
sion of mobile internet services in the district
from March 10 following reports of mobili-
sation, assaults and circulation of misinfor-
mation on social media that could threaten
law and order during the nomination
process. Voice calls and SMS services, how-
ever, remain unaffected.

The authorities in West Garo Hills district
have also sought Army assistance for a flag
march in sensitive areas amid unrest over the
participation of non-tribals in the Garo Hills
Autonomous District Council (GHADC)
elections, officials said.

In a communication to the Commanding
Officer of 101 Area under the Eastern Com-
mand, Deputy Commissioner Vibhor Aggar-
wal requested the Army to conduct a flag
march in the plain belt areas of the district in

view of the prevailing tense law and order
situation.

“The presence of the armed forces through
a flag march will greatly help in reassuring
the public, preventing any further untoward
incidents and restoring confidence among
the residents,” Aggarwal said in the letter.

He said the request was made as the dis-
trict has witnessed disturbances to public
peace following opposition to the participa-
tion of non-tribals in the GHADC elections.

“Recently, there have been communal ten-
sions between two groups and public unrest.
In view of this, a flag march by the Army
will serve as a visible demonstration of pre-
paredness and commitment to maintaining
peace and stability in the area,” the deputy
commissioner said.

A peace committee meeting convened by
Deputy Commissioner is scheduled to be
held on Tuesday at the Circuit House in Tura
with church leaders, NGO representatives
and local development committees in a bid
to defuse the tension.

Security has also been reinforced at nom-
ination centres as filing of nomination papers
for the Garo Hills Autonomous District
Council (GHADC) elections will continue
till March 16.

The unrest began after former legislator
from Phulbari, Estamur Momin was al-
legedly assaulted by protesters when he ar-
rived at the deputy commissioner’s office in
Tura on Monday to file his nomination for
the GHADC polls scheduled to be held on
April 10.

Protesters were demanding that non-trib-
als refrain from contesting or participating
in the GHADC elections.

On February 17, the executive committee
of the GHADC had passed a resolution mak-
ing it mandatory for candidates to produce
valid Scheduled Tribe (ST) certificates while
filing nominations. (PTI)
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48,655 enterprises registered on
Udyam portal in Nagaland: Rio

ITANAGAR, March 10:
Arunachal Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Chowna Mein
on Tuesday presented a `
36,607 crore budget for the
2026–27 financial year in the
state assembly, with thrust on
six key sectors aimed at
strengthening infrastructure,
people-centric development,
economic growth and gover-
nance reforms.

Mein, who also holds the fi-
nance, planning and invest-
ment portfolios, said the total
budget estimate has a deficit of
` 701.43 crore.

Compared to the budget of
` 36,607 crore in 2026-27, the
previous fiscal year’s budget
was ` 39,842 crore, reflecting
a reduction of about 8.1 per
cent.

The deputy chief minister
said the budget has been struc-
tured around six major focus
areas, including strengthening
of infrastructure with an allo-
cation of ` 2,038 crore and
people-centric development
with ` 3,320 crore.

The other priority areas are
sustaining economic growth
with ` 630 crore, entrepre-
neurship and employment
generation with ` 307 crore,
resource mobilisation and fis-
cal stability with ` 188 crore
and governance and reforms
with ` 727 crore.

Mein said the reduction in
the budget size in 2026-27 was
mainly due to a shortfall in al-
location from the Centre fol-
lowing the recommendations
of the 16th Finance Commis-

sion based on horizontal devo-
lution.  “Despite the shortfall,
we have presented a people-
centric and growth-oriented
Budget for the development of
the state,” he said.

Under the first focus area,
the budget prioritises roads
and connectivity, hydropower
and border power infrastruc-
ture, transmission and distri-
bution of electricity, solar
energy production and off-grid
electrification.

The second focus area cov-
ers people-centric develop-
ment, including health
infrastructure, public health
and disease prevention, school
and early childhood education,
higher education and skill de-
velopment, as well as support
for girls and youth.

Another key point targets
sustained economic growth
through initiatives such as oil
palm cultivation, Atmanirbhar
youth programmes, promotion
of millets and agricultural ed-
ucation, diversified high-value
farming, tourism and the wine

economy.
The fourth focus is entrepre-

neurship and employment
generation through the Arun
MSME Mission, corporate mi-
tras, promotion of large and
medium industries, skill devel-
opment for working women
and support for startups and
self-employment.

Another major area covers
resource mobilisation and fis-
cal stability through monitor-
ing of centrally sponsored
schemes, strengthening of
state revenue generation, re-
structuring of the tax depart-
ment, power and revenue
reforms and exploring carbon
markets and green bonds.

The sixth focus area in-
cludes governance and admin-
istrative reforms, such as
strengthening police and fire
services, implementation of e-
ILP, improved border manage-
ment and technology-driven
governance and research.

Mein said the budget aims
to benefit every section of so-
ciety in the state.

“This budget is designed to
reach every section of society.
Through its focus on health,
education, livelihoods, con-
nectivity, safety, culture and
governance, it ensures that all
16 lakh plus people of
Arunachal Pradesh benefit
from one or more of the meas-
ures announced,” he said.

He said sustained invest-
ments over the years in sectors
such as education, health, in-
frastructure, connectivity,
livelihoods, governance and
human capital are shaping a
long-term agenda for building
human capabilities in the state.

Mein also emphasised the
need to preserve indigenous
culture and heritage while pur-
suing modern development.

“Through preservation of
indigenous cultures, protection
of languages, documentation
of rare manuscripts, strength-
ening of museums, festivals,
cultural missions and spiritual
heritage, we envision an
Arunachal that is modern yet
rooted, globally connected yet
proudly indigenous,” he said.

He expressed confidence
that with collective effort, vi-
sionary planning and dedi-
cated governance, Arunachal
Pradesh can emerge as a
model of balanced and sus-
tainable development.

“With this forward-looking
resolve, with faith in our peo-
ple and with the spirit of
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas and Sabka
Prayas’, we move ahead,”
Mein added. (PTI)

Deputy CM presents ` 36,607 crore budget in
Arunachal assembly with focus on six key sectors

Kohima DC asks banks to ensure CSR
activities benefit local populace

Curfew imposed, internet suspended as clashes erupt over participation of non-tribals in elections

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, March 10: Nagaland
chief minister Neiphiu Rio on
Tuesday said, a total of 48,655 en-
terprises have been registered on
the Udyam portal in the state.

Of these, 48,464 are micro en-
terprises, most of which fall under
nano enterprises with a turnover
below ` 25 lakh, while 175 are
small enterprises and 16 are
medium enterprises, he said.

During the discussion on the
critical role of MSMEs in improv-
ing Nagaland’s economy on the
fourth day of the 8th session of the
14th Nagaland assembly in Ko-
hima, Rio highlighted the steady
expansion of the MSME sector and
the various initiatives undertaken
by the government to promote en-
terprise development in the state.

He said under the chief minis-
ter’s micro finance initiative
(CMMFI), 777 MSME units have
been established since its incep-
tion, generating investments of
over ` 65 crore through govern-
ment subsidy support and credit
linkages.

He said these enterprises, mainly
in transport services, retail trade,
hospitality and small manufactur-
ing are expected to create more

than 1,500 direct employment op-
portunities across the state.

Rio also said 13 MSME devel-
opment projects are currently
under implementation, while 15
additional projects have been sub-
mitted to the Union ministry of
MSME for approval.

These projects aim to strengthen
industrial infrastructure and pro-
mote cluster-based development to
improve productivity and compet-
itiveness, he added.

Under the Prime Minister’s Em-
ployment Generation Programme
(PMEGP), he said the target for the
financial year 2025-26 is 454 proj-
ects, of which 66 have already
been sanctioned by banks.

Over the past five years, 3,715
beneficiaries have been supported
through the scheme. Rio further
said the state is also implementing
programmes such as the RAMP
(Raising and Accelerating MSME
Performance) initiative to enhance
MSME competitiveness through
capacity building, registration
drives and buyer-seller meets.

Additionally, he said the PM
Vishwakarma Scheme has re-
ceived over 25,000 artisan applica-
tions and training and financial
assistance is being provided.

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, March 10: Nagaland deputy chief
minister Y Patton on Tuesday expressed dismay
over repeated racial discrimination against the
people of Northeast in Delhi.

“I am appalled and disturbed by the repeated
instances of racial discrimination against people
from Northeast India,” Patton said in a state-
ment, asking “when will we learn to see each
other as Indians first”. Strongly condemning the
racial discrimination and alleged assault against

two Northeast residents near the Saket district
court complex in New Delhi on March 8, he
said such acts of prejudice and bias are not only
hurtful but also go against the values of unity
and inclusivity that our country stands for.

He said it is disheartening to see individuals
being judged or mistreated based on their ap-
pearance, ethnicity, or place of origin.

“Let us come together to promote under-
standing, empathy and respect for all cultures
and communities,” Patton urged. He stressed

that every Indian deserves to be treated with
dignity, regardless of their background.

“We must celebrate our diversity and recog-
nise the strength it brings to our nation and pro-
mote inclusivity,” he stated. Patton urged
everyone to stand against racism and promote
inclusivity in all aspects of life.

“Let’s build a society where everyone feels
valued, respected and safe,” he said, adding
racism and violence are completely unaccept-
able and deserve strict legal consequences.

ITANAGAR, March 10: Arunachal
Pradesh Governor Lt Gen KT Par-
naik (Retd) on Monday advised citi-
zens to grow seasonal vegetables in
their own backyards wherever possi-
ble. Planting saplings of avocado in
the horticultural farm of Lok Bhavan
here, Parnaik, who has consistently
encouraged people to adopt kitchen
gardening, said even small kitchen
gardens can provide fresh, healthy
and chemical-free vegetables for
families, while also reducing de-
pendence on market supplies, an
official statement said.

The governor further high-
lighted that cultivating vegetables
at home will ensure food security
and better nutrition, promote a
healthy lifestyle, strengthen the
bond with nature, and also instil a
sense of responsibility towards
sustainable living. If more house-
holds take up kitchen gardening, it
will gradually evolve into a peo-
ple’s movement for healthy food,
environmental sustainability and
self-sufficiency in the state, he
said. Two varieties of avocado,
Hass and Pinkerton, were planted
as part of a pilot project organised
by the horticulture department. The
initiative aims to explore the suitabil-
ity of high-value fruit crops in the re-
gion while promoting sustainable
horticulture practices. Parnaik ad-
vised the horticulture officials to make
optimum use of the available vacant
space in the Lok Bhavan premises
for innovative horticulture pilot proj-
ects. He emphasised that such initia-
tives can serve as demonstration
models and inspire people to utilise
small spaces at their homes for
vegetable gardens.(PTI)

ANSAM seeks clarification
from MP Bimol Akoijam on

Article 371C, ST demand

Arunachal Governor  
encourages people to

adopt  kitchen gardening
Nagaland Dy CM Patton dismayed
over repeated assault on NE people

IMPHAL, March 8: The All
Naga Students’ Association Ma-
nipur (ANSAM) has sought clari-
fication from Inner Manipur Lok
Sabha MP Dr Bimol Akoijam over
his reported remarks on forest land
in the hill areas, the demand for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status for
Meiteis and criticism of constitu-
tional safeguards under Article
371C. In a statement issued on Sat-
urday, ANSAM said the MP’s
comments, circulated widely on so-
cial media since January 14, 2026,
raise concerns over the constitutional
and historical rights of indigenous
tribal communities in the State.

The student body stated that Ar-
ticle 371C was introduced during
Manipur’s transition to statehood
to safeguard the rights of tribal
communities over land, resources,
culture and customs. It noted that
the provision created the Hill Areas
Committee (HAC) in the Manipur
Legislative Assembly and en-
trusted the Governor with special
responsibility for the administra-
tion of hill areas.

ANSAM also claimed that court
rulings, including those of the
Supreme Court, have affirmed that
there is no government “khas land”
in the hill areas and that land be-
longs to indigenous tribal commu-
nities under customary ownership.
It said compensation for land use
in the hills is therefore paid di-
rectly to tribal landowners.

Contrasting this with the valley
areas, ANSAM said land in the
valley became state property after
Manipur’s merger with India in
1949 and is administered under

statutory land revenue laws, unlike
the customary land systems in the
hills. The organisation said state-
ments suggesting that forest land in
hill areas could be claimed by
communities outside traditional
tribal inhabitants undermine estab-
lished legal and constitutional
frameworks. ANSAM also ques-
tioned whether the MP’s remarks
reflect his personal views or the of-
ficial position of the Indian Na-
tional Congress. It further
criticised the demand for ST status
for Meiteis, calling it “a paradox”
for a community claiming a long
civilisational history. The student
body urged the MP to issue a clear
public clarification on his stand re-
garding Article 371C, tribal land
rights in the hill areas and the im-
plications of extending ST status to
non-tribal communities.

It warned that failure to clarify
the position could lead ANSAM to
consider both the MP and the Con-
gress party as “anti-tribal.”

The Naga student body then said
they issued this in the interest of
protecting the constitutional rights,
land and identity of the tribal peo-
ples of Manipur. (NNN)

ITANAGAR, March 10: Arunachal Pradesh
Home Minister Mama Natung on Monday
said the final results of recruitment for 35
posts in the police department under the com-
passionate appointment scheme have been
kept in abeyance following directions from
the Gauhati High Court.

Responding to a question by Independent
MLA Laisam Simai during the Question Hour
in the Assembly, the minister said the recruit-
ment process had already been conducted, but
the declaration of the final results was with-
held in compliance with orders issued by the
Itanagar permanent bench of the court.

Natung said the appointments under com-
passionate grounds are being carried out
strictly in accordance with the provisions laid
down in the government office memorandum
issued in 2022.

“The government has earmarked 5 per cent
quota in the police department for compas-
sionate appointments. Though several candi-
dates were appointed under this provision in
2019, the new guidelines issued by the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs require candidates
to undergo certain qualifying assessments de-
pending on the post offered,” the minister

said.
He informed that candidates applying

under the compassionate scheme are required
to clear basic qualifying procedures, includ-
ing a physical efficiency test (PET), medical
examination, document verification and a
written test before being considered for ap-
pointment.

According to the minister, some candidates
who failed to qualify in these tests challenged
the process in court, following which the dec-
laration of the final results has been kept on
hold.

Under the latest guidelines of the Centre for
recruitment on compassionate grounds, a de-
pendent family member of a government em-
ployee who dies while in service or is
medically retired may be considered for ap-
pointment in government departments, in-
cluding the police, to provide immediate
financial relief to the bereaved family.

The scheme, framed by the Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT), allows such
appointments only against regular vacancies
and within a ceiling of five per cent of posts
meant for direct recruitment, generally in
Group ‘C’ or equivalent posts. (PTI)

Police compassionate recruitment results
on hold: Arunachal home minister

Study to build comprehensive database of
indigenous herbal practices in Nagaland

Budget allocation of ` 734 cr for 
violence-hit displaced people not

sufficient: Manipur Cong

ITANAGAR, March 9: The Arunachal Pradesh Assembly on Monday
passed five key government bills by voice vote after discussions in the
House, strengthening provisions related to fire safety services, regulation
of education department postings, GST amendments, urban planning and
anti-defection rules for local bodies.

The bills were introduced in the House on March 6 during the ongoing
budget session and were taken up for consideration and passage on Mon-
day. Among the major legislations, Home Minister Mama Natung moved
the Arunachal Pradesh Fire and Emergency Services Bill, which seeks to
ensure the maintenance and effective functioning of fire and emergency
services in the state. The proposed legislation also aims to strengthen fire
prevention and safety measures in different types of buildings and prem-
ises, while enhancing the overall preparedness of emergency response
mechanisms. Education Minister Pasang Dorjee Sona introduced the
Arunachal Pradesh Transfer and Posting of Employees of Education De-
partment (Regulation and Management) Bill.

The bill is intended to establish a comprehensive legal framework for
regulating the transfer and posting of both teaching and non-teaching staff
within the education department, with the objective of ensuring trans-
parency, efficiency and better management of human resources. Deputy
Chief Minister Chowna Mein also introduced the Arunachal Pradesh
Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill, which was subsequently
passed by the House. Urban Affairs Minister Balo Raja introduced the
Arunachal Pradesh Urban and Country Planning Bill seeking amend-
ments to the existing legislation governing urban development and plan-
ning in the state. Similarly, Panchayati Raj Minister Ojing Tasing moved
the Arunachal Pradesh Local Authorities (Prohibition of Defection)
(Amendment) Bill to amend the Local Authorities (Prohibition of Defec-
tion) Act, 2003. (PTI)

Arunachal Assembly passes five billsHT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, March 10: An ongoing re-
search under the National Innovation
Foundation aimed to build a comprehen-
sive database of indigenous herbal prac-
tices, grassroots innovations and medicinal
plant resources of eastern Nagaland.

The research study titled “scouting
and documentation of local grassroots
innovators and traditional herbal prac-
tices in Tuensang district” is being un-
dertaken by Nohochem Sangtam, head
of the department of environmental sci-
ence at Fazl Ali College, Mokokchung.

The research primarily focuses on the
documentation of indigenous medicinal
knowledge, traditional herbal healing
practices and the identification of local
grassroots innovators among tribal com-
munities in eastern Nagaland.

The study aims to record valuable tra-
ditional knowledge preserved by village
elders, herbal practitioners and local inno-
vators who continue to rely on nature-
based solutions for healthcare and
livelihood. The research believes that fo-
cused research efforts in this region will
play a vital role in preserving indigenous
wisdom, promoting grassroots innovation
and strengthening community-based
knowledge systems for sustainable devel-
opment. Extensive field visits were con-
ducted from January 2025 to March 2026
across several remote villages in Tuensang
district. As the research progressed, the
scope of the study was further extended to
the newly created Noklak and Shamator
districts, where additional field documen-
tation and community interactions were
carried out. During these field surveys, the

researcher interacted closely with tradi-
tional herbal practitioners, village elders,
grassroots innovators and community
leaders to document the medicinal use of
various plant species available in forests
and surrounding ecosystems.

The research findings indicate that
many rural communities in eastern Naga-
land continue to depend heavily on locally
available medicinal plants and herbal
remedies for treating common ailments
such as fever, stomach disorders, wounds,
infections, skin diseases and other health-
related conditions. Traditional knowledge
relating to plant identification, preparation
of herbal medicines and treatment tech-
niques still plays a crucial role in local
healthcare systems, especially in remote
villages where modern medical facilities
are limited.

IMPHAL, March 10: Congress legislature party
leader Keisham Meghachandra Singh on Tuesday
said that a budgetary allocation of ` 734 crore for
those who have been displaced by the ethnic strife
in Manipur was not sufficient to cover the losses in-
curred by them in the violence. 

Singh told the House, during discussion on the
budget estimates for 2026-27, that it was the respon-
sibility of both the state and central governments to
provide compensation to IDPs for damage incurred
in the strife. “I think the ` 734 crore allocated for
IDPs (internally displaced persons) in the budget
was not sufficient for their welfare. Several of their
houses, properties, vehicles and business activities
have been lost in the violence,” Singh said.

He also asked how the amount of ` 350 crore al-
located in the budget for 3.5 lakh women in the state
as part of a scheme will be distributed. 

Responding to his queries, Chief Minister Y
Khemchand Singh said, “I agree with the claim that
` 734 crore for IDPs is not sufficient. But that
amount has been extended in 2023-24, 2024-25 and
2025-26 financial years.” He also said a process was
underway to issue a notification regarding the
women’s empowerment scheme. 

The Manipur government has earmarked ` 734
crore in the 2026-27 budget for rehabilitation and
resettlement of IDPs, the chief minister Y Khemc-
hand Singh had said on Monday. (PTI)

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, March 10: Kohima DC B Henok Buchem on Tuesday
urged banks to ensure that corporate social responsibility (CSR) activities
directly contribute to local development.

Addressing the district level review committee (DLRC) meeting for
the combined quarter ending September and December 2025 in his office
in Kohima, Buchem underlined the importance of accountability and
transparency. He stressed that the resources generated within the district
should benefit the people of the district and not be diverted elsewhere.

The meeting was held to review the performance of banks and financial
institutions in the district.

Buchem asked the bank branches to submit detailed reports in the next
meeting, indicating where and how their CSR initiatives have been im-
plemented. The DC also asked the banks to highlight the CSR activities
undertaken in the district. The meeting reviewed the progress under the
district annual credit plan 2025-26, lending to priority sectors and the im-
plementation of government-sponsored schemes. Performance of banks
under social security schemes, including the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana (PMJJBY), Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana
(PMSBY) and Atal Pension Yojana (APY), was also reviewed.

Altogether, 24 banks are currently operating in Kohima district.
A review of performance under the district annual credit plan 2025-26

showed that achievement under the agriculture sector stood at 60.32%,
MSME at 104.47% and other priority sectors at 15.52%, while the overall
achievement under the total priority sector was recorded at 80.80%.

Representatives from various banks shared that several initiatives had
been carried out in areas such as support to educational institutions
through the provision of computers and learning equipment, installation
of solar lighting in rural areas, setting up of smart classroom facilities
and assistance towards community welfare initiatives, including support
for patients requiring nutritional aid.
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Veteran Bengali film and television
actor Tamal Roy Choudhury died on
Monday, family sources said.

Roy Choudhury, who was 80, died of car-
diac arrest in his sleep at his south Kolkata
residence, they said.

A well-known character actor in Bengali
film industry, he began his acting career on
the stage and remained deeply associated
with theatre throughout his life.

Though theatre was his primary passion,
he was also a familiar face in Bengali televi-
sion and films.

From mid-1990s onwards, he became a
regular presence in several popular Bengali
television serials, portraying important sup-
porting roles that earned him wide recogni-
tion among viewers.

The actor later appeared in a number of
Bengali films across both mainstream com-
mercial cinema and alternative genres.

Some of the popular films he acted in in-
clude ‘Challenge’, ‘Le Halua Le’, ‘Bindass’,
‘Amazon Obhijaan’ and ‘Chander Pahar’.

He was also part of critically acclaimed
films such as ‘Jatiswar’ and ‘Gorosthane
Sabdhan’.

Roy Chodhury, due to health problems,
had curtailed his work in recent times.

Actor and politician Debdut Ghosh paid
tribute to Roy Choudhury in a social media
post and also spoke about him fondly.

“He was a wonderful and warm person
who loved long conversations without wor-
rying about the time. He was extremely af-
fectionate towards juniors and would step
forward to help whenever someone faced
difficulties during work,” Ghosh said.

Recalling Roy Choudhury’s sense of hu-
mour, Ghosh said the actor could lighten
even tense situations with his witty remarks.
(PTI) 

EUROPEAN UNION
TO JOIN SIKKIM
INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL AS
PROGRAMME
PARTNER

Sitaare Zameen Par OTT release:
Superstar Aamir Khan’s sports
comedy-drama Sitaare Zameen

Par is set to make its streaming debut on
Sony LIV nearly a year after its theatri-
cal run, the streamer announced on
Monday.

Directed by R S Prasanna, Sitaare Za-
meen Par was released in cinema halls
across the country in June 2025, earning
over Rs 250 crore and receiving praise
for its heartwarming story as well as
performances.

In a statement, SonyLIV said the
film’s upcoming streaming premiere will
also mark a milestone. Sitaare Zameen
Par will become the first Hindi theatrical
film to debut on the service.

The film, a remake of the Spanish
movie Champions, featured Aamir as
Gulshan Arora, an assistant coach of a
major basketball team. After being fired
from his job, his life takes an unex-
pected turn when a drunk-driving inci-
dent lands him in court.

He is given a choice between serving
jail time or completing 90 days of com-
munity service, which involves coaching
a team of neurodivergent players and

training them for a basketball tourna-
ment.

In July 2025, a month after the
film’s debut in theatres, Aamir Khan
had opted to bypass traditional OTT
platforms and instead release Sitaare

Zameen Par directly on his YouTube
channel Aamir Khan Talkies under a
pay-per-view model, allowing viewers
to watch the film by paying around Rs
100 per view.

At the time, the actor had described

the move as an attempt to make cin-
ema more accessible and to experi-
ment with a new digital distribution
model.

“This is my private cinema chain.
Think of it like Aamir Khan Productions
has opened a new cinema chain, which
is in everyone’s house and in everyone’s
pocket… I got good offers from OTT
channels. But I don’t want those Rs100-
125 crore from OTT channels. I want to
earn Rs 100 from my audience. I prefer
that more,” Aamir told PTI.

Besides Aamir Khan, Sitaare Zameen
Par also stars Genelia Deshmukh,
Ashish Pendse, Aroush Datta, Aayush
Bhansali, Rishi Shahani, Gopikrishnan
K Varma, Rishabh Jain, Vedant Sharma,
Simran Mangeshkar, Samvit Desai and
Naman Misra.

Produced by Aamir and Aparna Puro-
hit under the banner of Aamir Khan Pro-
ductions, the film is written by Divy
Nidhi Sharma.

Sitaare Zameen Par was a follow-up
to Aamir’s critically acclaimed 2007
film Taare Zameen Par, which explored
the struggles of a dyslexic child, played
by Darsheel Safary. (PTI)

Bengali actor
Tamal Roy
Choudhury
dies at 80

The European Union is set to join the Sikkim International Film Festival (SIFF)
2026 as a programme partner, marking an important step towards strengthening
cultural collaboration and artistic exchange between Europe and India, an official

said.
The SIFF will be held from March 19 to 22 in Gangtok.
A statement from Yougan Tamang, press secretary to the chief minister, said that this

milestone reflects the leadership and continued encouragement extended to artists and
creative communities in Sikkim by CM Prem Singh Tamang Golay, who has consis-
tently championed the growth of arts, cinema, fashion, and cultural expression in the
state.

As the minister-in-charge of the Information and Public Relations Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim, Tamang’s commitment to nurturing creative talent and building
global cultural connections has opened new avenues for artists and filmmakers from the
region.

The statement said that the collaboration with the European Union aligns with the
broader agenda of strengthening people-to-people engagement and cultural ties between
Europe and India, as envisioned during the EU–India Summit earlier this year.

Through this partnership, audiences in Gangtok will experience diverse cinematic
voices and perspectives from across Europe, fostering dialogue and deeper cultural un-
derstanding through the medium of film.

Representatives from at least 10 EU filmmaking countries are expected to participate,
with around ten films from member nations scheduled to be screened at various venues
in Gangtok during the four-day film festival.

The Sikkim International Film Festival is an official initiative of the Information and
Public Relations Department and the Sikkim Film Promotion Board. The initiative has
been supported by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Government of India
and NFDC.

Envisioned as a curated international platform in the Himalayan region, SIFF
2026 aims to bring distinguished global cinema to audiences in Sikkim and the
North-Eastern region while simultaneously promoting local storytelling and cre-
ative exchange.

By bringing filmmakers, artists, and industry professionals from around the world to
Gangtok, the festival will not only celebrate cinema but also place Sikkim more prominently
on the global cultural and film tourism map, opening new opportunities for collaboration,
creativity, and the growth of the state’s creative economy, said the statement. (PTI)

Aamir Khan’s ‘Sitaare Zameen Par’
to make streaming debut on SonyLIV

one another rather than compete unnec-
essarily on the same date. In that spirit of
solidarity, we have decided to move the
release of ‘Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona
Hai’ to 12th June and bring our film to the
audiences a week later,” read the state-
ment.

Last week, there were reports claiming
that the makers of “Hai Jawani Toh Ishq
Hona Hai” were unhappy with “Toxic” team
for shifting their movie to June 4 without
even informing them.

“Toxic”, directed by Geetu Mohandas and
billed as an action-thriller saga that unfolds
in Goa between the early 1940s and the
1970s, was earlier set for release on March
19. It would have competed with Ranveer
Singh’s “Dhurandhar: The Revenge”. In a
statement on March 4, Production banner
KVN Productions and Yash’s Monster Mind
Creations announced the new date for the
movie.

The two companies had said the film was
“conceptualised with the vision to create
cinema for a global audience” and that the
decision to postpone was driven by “the
current uncertainty, especially in the Middle
East” which has “created a situation that im-
pacts our goal to reach and connect with the
widest possible audience.”

“Therefore, in the interest of our partners
and our audience, we have made the diffi-
cult but carefully considered decision to
reschedule our release. We thank you for
your understanding and patience and look
forward to your continued love and sup-
port,” the statement read. (PTI)

It is always healthy when filmmakers support one another rather than compete unnecessarily,
the makers of Varun Dhawan’s upcoming movie “Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai” said on
Tuesday while announcing a new release date for the film.

The move comes after Kannada superstar Yash’s new film “Toxic” was postponed to June 4
due to escalating tensions in West Asia.

“Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai”, directed by Varun’s father David Dhawan, was set to be re-
leased in theatres across the country on June 5 but will now come out a week later on June 12. It
also stars Mrunal Thakur and Pooja Hegde.

Producer Ramesh Taurani’s banner Tips Films shared the news of the movie’s new release date
in a statement posted on its social media pages.

“We would like to clarify that our film ‘Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai’ was originally sched-
uled for release on 5th June, a date we had announced several months ago. However, after recent
developments and considering the prevailing situation, we felt it would be more appropriate to
shift our release.

“We strongly believe that it is always healthier for the industry when filmmakers support

Yash Raj Films sets
Alia Bhatt-Sharvari
starrer ‘Alpha’ for July
10 release

Alpha”, Yash Raj Films’ next Spy
Universe movie starring Alia
Bhatt and Sharvari in the lead
roles, will now be released in the-

atres on July 10, the studio announced on
Monday. Billed as the first female-led YRF
Spy Universe film, the movie is directed by
Shiv Rawail, who previously helmed the ban-
ner’s Netflix series “The Railway Men”.

“#ALPHA 10.07.2026,” YRF posted on In-
stagram alongside the official poster of the
movie.

“Alpha”, which will also feature actors
Bobby Deol and Anil Kapoor in pivotal roles,
was earlier set for release on Christmas 2025
before being moved to April 17.

The movie will see the actors join the spy
franchise, which already boasts of blockbuster
titles such as Shah Rukh Khan’s”Pathaan”,
Salman Khan’s “Tiger” and Hrithik Roshan’s
“War”. The YRF Spy Universe was launched
back in 2012 with Salman and Katrina Kaif’s
“Ek Tha Tiger”. Its success spawned two se-
quels — “Tiger Zinda Hai” (2017) and “Tiger
3” (2023).

Hrithik and Tiger Shroff’s “War” released in
2019, which was followed by 2023’s
“Pathaan”, starring Shah Rukh and Deepika
Padukone.

The franchise’s most recent entry was
2025’s “War 2”, featuring Hrithik and NTR Jr.
“Alpha” was teased in the post credit scene of
the movie.

In the scene, a mysterious man played by
Bobby Deol was shown with a young girl,
whom he inducts into a covert programme

called “Alpha”, marking her
initiation by tattooing the
Greek letter alpha on
her arm.

Besides “Alpha”,
the studio is report-
edly developing two
more titles in spy
universe --
“Pathaan
2” with
Shah

Rukh,
and
“Tiger vs
Pathaan”,
starring
Salman
and Shah
Rukh.
(PTI)

Varun Dhawan’s ‘Hai Jawani Toh
Ishq Hona Hai’ shifted to June 12

“

I wasn’t a very confident
dancer: Zeenat Aman
Actor Zeenat Aman says she was never a confident dancer as

she never had formal training, unlike her contemporaries
back then, which made directors realise to avoid burdening

her with complicated choreography.
Aman went down memory lane and shared a video clip of “Oh

Diwano Dil Samhalo” from her 1979 film “The Great Gambler”
on her Instagram handle on Monday. Calling the song, which was
sung by Asha Bhosle, her personal favourite, Aman said it de-
picted “the confidence and sass of a woman who knows her desir-
ability”

“Another hit from ‘The Great Gambler’! ‘Do Lafzon Ki’ was
the movie’s most loved song by popular consensus, but this one is
my personal favourite. None of that drippy romance stuff here.
Just the confidence and sass of a woman who knows her desirabil-
ity,” she wrote.

“The sequence had three outfit changes, of which the shimmer-
ing gold track-pant set tickled me the most! Not only was the out-
fit completely over the top, the hair team decided to give me a
short pageboy wig to go with, and the dance master decided to add
in some high kicks for good measure,” she added.

The film was directed by Shakti Samanta and featured Amitabh
Bachchan alongside the actor. The music for the film was com-
posed by the late R D Burman.

“As I’ve mentioned before, I wasn’t a very confident dancer as I
never had formal training unlike most of the actresses of the time.
Still, i could “groove” and many a director realised it’s better to
leave me to my own swaying device than frustrate themselves try-
ing to coax complicated choreography out of me! Anyway, enjoy
this snippet. P S: can you guess who sang this number,” she said.

“The Great Gambler” featured Bachchan in a dual role as Jai, an
expert gambler who works for the underworld don, Ratan Das and
Vijay, a CID inspector. Aman essayed the role of Shabnam in the
film. (PTI)
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KOLKATA, March 10: The ICC on
Tuesday booked separate commercial
flights for the stranded West Indies and
South Africa teams after their charter
flight scheduled to take off from Kolkata
“ was cancelled due to logistical issues”.

“All the West Indies and South African
players have been booked on individual
commercial airline flights. Obviously, all
can’t be booked on same airlines but ICC
has taken care of individual bookings.
ICC chairman Jay Shah has personally
spoken and assured players of a safe jour-
ney back home,” an ICC source privy to
the development told PTI on conditions
of anonymity.

“It must be mentioned that Darren
Sammy is already on his way home hav-
ing left on Monday night,” the source
also informed.

The two teams that played their final
games in Kolkata (West Indies in Super
8s on March 1 and South Africa on
March 4 in semi-final) have not been able
to fly out due to the disruption that has

been caused by International airspace re-
strictions across parts of West Asia fol-
lowing American and Israeli strikes on
Iran.

The situation has forced multiple air-
lines to avoid routes through the Gulf re-
gion. ICC’s airline partner is Emirates
and they are unable to operate due to
shutdown of Dubai airspace.

The restrictions severely complicated
outbound travel from India towards the
Caribbean and Africa, forcing cricket au-
thorities to explore alternative routes and
charter arrangements.

Earlier, in a communication conveyed
on Tuesday evening, both teams were
scheduled to leave Kolkata on a shared
charter flight to Johannesburg on Tues-
day afternoon.

From there, the West Indies contingent
was to continue onward to Antigua, while
the South Africans were expected to dis-
perse for their respective commitments.

However, the flight arrangement was
called off hours before the scheduled de-

parture because of some “logistical is-
sues”, an official of the Cricket Associa-
tion of Bengal told PTI.

“As per a latest development on Tues-
day afternoon the ‘chartered flight was
cancelled and no further information re-
garding this is received’, read a message
communicated to the West Indies and

South Africa teams.
“Due to logistical issues the chartered

flight may have been cancelled at the last
minute so now maximum players are
making their own arrangements,” the
local official told PTI.

The West Indies squad has been
stranded in Kolkata since March 1 after

being knocked out of the T20 World Cup
by India, who defeated them by five
wickets in their Super Eight match at
Eden Gardens on March 1.

South Africa’s campaign had ended a
few days later when they lost the first
semifinal to eventual runners-up New
Zealand at the same venue on March 4,
leaving them caught in the same boat.

At the time of this report, around 12
West Indies players along with 10 mem-
bers of the support staff remain in India,
while the South African contingent in-
cludes 12 players and two support staff.

West Indies head coach Sammy had
earlier expressed his frustration over the
delay on social media, posting that he
“just wanna go home”.

A few South African players had al-
ready departed earlier due to upcoming
commitments.

Keshav Maharaj, George Linde and
Jason Smith have travelled to New
Zealand ahead of a bilateral series against
the hosts beginning March 15.

Earlier, Cricket West Indies had said it
was working with the International
Cricket Council to arrange safe travel for
the team amid the complex situation
caused by airspace restrictions.

“While the situation remains complex
and fluid due to international airspace re-
strictions arising from security concerns
in the Gulf region, CWI assures the pub-
lic that every precaution is being taken to
ensure the safe return of the team to the
Caribbean,” the CWI had said.

It is likely that some of the West Indies
players will stay back to join their respec-
tive IPL franchises. The IPL is slated to
begin this month-end.

Rovman Powell is part of Kolkata
Knight Riders, whose camp begins on
March 18, while Sherfane Rutherford
represents Mumbai Indians.

Shimron Hetmyer plays for Ra-
jasthan Royals and Romario Shepherd
is with Royal Challengers Bengaluru,
who are expected to start training from
March 15. (PTI)

ICC books individual commercial flights for WI, SA players after charter flight cancellation

India need a draw against Wales to book
semis berth in Women’s Hockey WC Qualifiers

HYDERABAD, March 10: India
will look for at least a draw against
Wales in their final pool match to
advance to the semifinal of the FIH
Women’s Hockey World Cup
Qualifiers here on Wednesday.

India are currently leading Pool
B with four points from two
games, same as second place Scot-
land but enjoy a superior goal dif-
ference.

The top two teams from each
pool will qualify for the semifinals
and India will need a draw or a win
to enter the last four round.

But If India lose, they will stay
on four points and their qualifica-
tion will depend on the match be-
tween Scotland and Uruguay.

The Indian women have had a
strong campaign so far. They
opened the tournament with a mas-

sive 4-0 win over Uruguay on
March 8 and then fought hard for a
2-2 draw against Scotland on Mon-
day.

Young forward Sunelita Toppo
has been in top form, scoring in
both matches. Attackers Lalremsi-
ami, Navneet Kaur, and Rutuja
Dadaso Pisal have also been excel-
lent, finding the net and creating
multiple scoring opportunities.

The Indian defence has also
held firm, with goalkeeper Bichu
Devi making crucial saves con-
sistently.

Playing in front of a cheering
home crowd in Hyderabad has also
given the hosts a wonderful boost
of energy.

India captain Salima Tete is sat-
isfied with the team’s performance
so far.

“After the opening two games,
there is positivity in the team. The
young players are taking their op-
portunity and have been doing very
well. The team is relishing playing
freely, and that is a very good thing
for us,” she said.

“We want to qualify for the
World Cup and become champi-
ons. That’s what we talk about
when the team is together and
that’s our goal,” Tete added.

India enjoy a promising record
against Wales, leading the head-to-
head battles 5-1.

But Wales will come hard hard
in their bid to register their first
win of the campaign, and so India
need to stay focused and avoid
complacency.

The top three teams from this
tournament will qualify for the
World Cup to be held in Belgium
and the Netherlands later this year.

In other matches of the day,
England will play Austria, Italy
will take on Korea and Scotland
will be up against Uruguay. (PTI)

MUMBAI, March 10: Two days
after captaining India to a T20
World Cup title, Suryakumar
Yadav is slowly taking in the enor-
mity of the achievement that has
put him in august company of
Kapil Dev, M S Dhoni and Rohit
Sharma, who too helped the team
lift ICC trophies.

Soon after returning from
Ahmedabad, where India won a
record third T20 World Cup title on
Sunday, Suryakumar reflected on
the side’s successful campaign and
the road ahead.

“It feels good to win 24 and 26
back-to-back. It is a very special
feeling. When we won in 2024, we
thought it would be so special to do
this again at home in 2026,” Surya
told PTI Videos at his residence.

“The next target is to win the
Olympic gold in 2028. The team
has a good momentum. If India
wins the T20 World Cup in the
same year, it will be great.”

On being compared to the likes
of Rohit and Dhoni, he added: “It
feels good to join that elite com-
pany. I am slowly feeling it. It is a
very special feeling to be talked
about among such great people. I
will try to do the same in the future
and help India win more trophies.”

Rohit was the captain when
India ended an ICC trophy drought
with the win in Barbados back in
June 2024. Dhoni led India to vic-
tories in 2007 T20 World Cup and
2011 ODI World Cup.

Kapil Dev’s team won the 1983
ODI World Cup, the first major
title for the country.

Speaking to reporters outside his
residence, Suryakumar revealed
that he had spoken to Dhoni ahead
of the ICC event.

“I had met him (M S Dhoni) be-
fore the tournament and he told me
how to approach an ICC tourna-
ment. He told me that we have a
good team, we just have to be
courageous and we will definitely
win. His reaction after the win was
amazing,” said the skipper.

The country is celebrating the
win and the team too duly cele-

brated through the night post the
final on Sunday.

“I wish I could share everything
what we have done on that night
after being world champions but
then we had a good time we were
awake till 8 AM in the morning,”
Suryakumar said.

He is now looking forward to
the IPL beginning March 28.

“Now the plan is to rest, then
prepare for the IPL. In the next
cycle we will start preparing for
the Olympics where our aim is to
win gold,” he said referring to the
2028 Summer Games in Los Ange-
les. (PTI)

Feels good to join the elite company
of Rohit and Dhoni: SKY

NEW DELHI, March 10: Lak-
shya Sen admits the physical de-
mands of modern men’s singles are
forcing him to rethink recovery and
preparation, even as the Indian bad-
minton ace continues to feel “a little
bit disheartened” after falling short
in his second All England final.

Lakshya battled through a series
of long matches during a taxing
week in Birmingham before finish-
ing runner-up to Chinese Taipei’s
Lin Chun-yi.

“It’s been a good week overall,
but also an emotional week. Getting
into finals for the second time and
not winning, it feels a bit disheart-
ened after the match. But overall, if
I look back at the tournament, some
good wins, a good run and the way
I played, I think something to look
forward to in the coming tourna-
ments,” the 24-year-old told re-
porters on Tuesday. Lakshya had
spent more than five hours on court
during the week, including a gru-
elling semifinal in which he battled
severe cramps, before going down
narrowly in the final.

The experience, he said, rein-

forced the importance of balancing
tournament schedules with recovery
and structured training blocks.

“It has been very physical in the
matches and tournaments and also
with the age, I mean, I’m not 20
anymore to recover as fast as I am,”
Lakshya said.

“I’m not saying I’m old. I mean,
there are changes that you make in
terms of your preparations, your re-
covery towards the next matches and
especially the diet. When I was 21-22,
I would not gain any weight if I eat

everything. But now there’s a slight
difference where I have to be con-
scious about the diet a bit more.

“And also with the recovery, a lot
of the things I have to manage. Tac-
tically also, I feel the better I can get
in my overall game, I try to do that
in training and play a certain game
style that suits me.”

The shuttler from Almora said
managing workload has also be-
come crucial as the calendar grows
increasingly demanding.

“I’ve had also some shoulder in-

juries that took some toll on the
shoulder where I was playing the at-
tacking shots better in the last few
years. But yeah, over time, you are
cautious about how much you can
push, how many matches you can
play and then you have to give it
rest,” he said.

“And yes, there has been a little
bit of a shift in that sense where the
recovery part I’m taking much more
care in between tournaments to stay
injury free. I mean, that is a really
interesting thing that I find. And I
like to keep learning new things,
new techniques to recover better,
get back stronger in the recovery.”

With the Asian Championships
and the World Championships
among the major targets this season,
Lakshya said the focus will now be
on analysing the All England cam-
paign with his team.

“I think those two are the major
events that I will be playing this
year. I will sit with my team and
analyse a bit deeper how the (All
England) tournament went and how
the training programme in the last
few months has been. (PTI)

‘A little bit disheartened’, Lakshya shifts
focus to recovery and upcoming major events

Jammu and Kashmir Ranji triumph to inspire
youth across region: Dy CM Choudhary

SYDNEY, March 10: A prof-
ligate India bowed out of the
AFC Women’s Asian Cup with
a 1-3 defeat to Chinese Taipei
in their must-win last group
stage fixture here on Tuesday,
paying a heavy price for the
lack of finishing touches.

Despite dominating large
portions of the game and creat-
ing numerous opportunities,
the India’s inability to convert
chances in the final third
proved costly, leading to an
early exit after they qualified
for the prestigious tournament
on merit for the first time.

Manisha Kalyan scored
India’s lone goal in the 39th
minute, the winger unleashing
a powerful shot from about 30
yards to find the target.

Chinese Taipei took the lead
in the 12th minute when Y H
Su slotted the ball inside an
empty goal post after a horrible
back pass from Sanju to J W
Chen. Indian custodian Elang-
bam Panthoi Chanu had come
off her line hoping to stop
Chen, who successfully
squared the ball to Su.

India struck back after that,
but just before half time
(45+9), Y. Y. Hsu’s shot hit the
upright corner of the post and
deflected off Panthoi to enter
the India goal.

This was after Pyari Xaxa
handled the ball inside the box
and referee pointed to the spot.

The contest was as good as
over when Yu-Chin Chen
struck Chinese Taipei’s third
goal in the 77th minute, getting
the better of Panthoi after a run
down the right side.

India had earlier lost to Viet-
nam and Japan, and to make
the next stage of the tourna-
ment, the Blue Tigress needed
to beat Chinese Taipei by mini-
mum two goals on Tuesday and
Japan to prevail over Vietnam.
Japan beat Vietnam 4-0. (PTI)

India bows out of AFC
Women’s Asian Cup 

NEW DELHI, March 10: The
2026 Hero Indian Open, to be held
in Gurugram from March 26 to 29,
will feature a world-class field led
by PGA Tour star Akshay Bhatia
and a record prize purse.

Sanctioned by the DP World
Tour and Indian Golf Union (IGU),
the tournament’s prize purse has
been increased to a record USD
2.55 million, up from USD USD
2.25 million on offer a year ago.

The star-studded field will in-
clude the 24-year-old Indian-
American Bhatia, who has risen to
new heights by winning the iconic
Arnold Palmer Invitational 2026 at
Bay Hill, Orlando, USA.

Now placed second on the
FedEx Cup standings, Bhatia, who
is Hero MotoCorp’s Global Brand
Ambassador, will make his first
trip to India with this tour.

Another Hero MotoCorp Brand
Ambassador, Rayhan Thomas,
who has been on the Korn Ferry
Tour for last two years, is also con-
firmed for the field.

The field will also include
Italy’s Francesco Molinari, who is
also a three-time PGA Tour win-
ner. Molinari became the first
player from Italy to win a Major
Championship when he triumphed
at the 147th Open Championship
in 2018.

The six-time DP World Tour
winner has also represented Eu-
rope in three victorious Ryder Cup

teams in 2010, 2012 and 2018 –
where he secured the winning
point at Le Golf National in Paris.

The current list of confirmed
players also includes the reigning
champion Eugenio Chacarra of
Spain, and Thomas Detry of Bel-
gium, winner of the Phoenix Open
on the PGA Tour in 2025.

Also, in the field are current sea-
son winners on DP World Tour -
South African Casey Jarvis, who
won two successive events on the
DP World Tour recently, Spain’s
Nacho Elvira and Germany’s
Freddy Schott amongst others.

Former runner-up Veer Ahlawat,
Yuvraj Sandhu, the 2025 India No.
1, Manu Gandas, along with Shau-
rya Bhattacharya, will be among
the top Indian names in the field.

Brijinder Singh, President, In-
dian Golf Union, said, “The Hero
Indian Open remains the crown
jewel in the calendar of the Indian
Golf Union. This year’s tourna-
ment promises to be bigger than
ever as we welcome a stellar field
of leading international players
along with India’s finest profes-
sionals.”

“The association between Hero
MotoCorp and the Indian Open has
grown stronger with every passing
year and today stands as a proud
partnership spanning more than
two decades,” said Sanjay Bhan,
Executive Vice President, Hero
MotoCorp. (PTI)

Hero Indian Open set to
tee off from March 26
with record prize purse

MUMBAI, March 10: The captain of India’s T20
World Cup winning team Suryakumar Yadav on
Tuesday said his next target is to win the Olympics
gold for the country.

“We have the momentum. Our target now is to get
the 2028 Olympics gold medal,” Yadav told reporters
after returning to his house in Mumbai’s Deonar area
following the World Cup triumph.

“The same year (2028), there will be the T20
World Cup. Winning that also will complete our hat
trick,” Yadav said. He said it was a “special feeling”
to be in the “elite company” of skippers who have
won the Cup for India.

“I will try to live up to the expectations and my ef-
forts will be to win more trophies for India,” Yadav
said.

“When we won the Cup in 2024, it was a special
feeling that we have won the final played on our
soil,” he said. (PTI)

Next target is Olympics gold,
says Suryakumar Yadav
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JAMMU, March 10: Jammu and Kashmir
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Choudhary
has said their cricket team’s historic Ranji Tro-
phy triumph will inspire aspiring sportsper-
sons across the Union Territory and prove that
the youth of the region can excel at the na-
tional level.

Choudhary, along with J&K Sports Minis-
ter Satish Sharma, on Sunday felicitated the
members of the Jammu and Kashmir cricket
team at the Maulana Azad Stadium.

Led by domestic stalwart Paras Dogra, the
side clinched their maiden title after holding
eight-time champions Karnataka to a draw
and securing a massive 291-run first-innings
lead in the final at Hubballi on February 28.

“This historic victory will serve as a
major inspiration for aspiring sportspersons

across Jammu and Kashmir. The success of
our cricket team proves that with determi-
nation and hard work, the youth of the re-
gion can achieve excellence at the national
level,” Choudhary said. The Sports Minister
also hailed the players and the coaching
staff for their performance throughout the
tournament.

“This victory is not just a cricketing
achievement but a moment of pride for the en-
tire Jammu and Kashmir. Our players have
demonstrated that with dedication, discipline
and the right support, athletes from J&K can
excel at the highest level.

“The government remains committed to
strengthening sports infrastructure and creat-
ing more opportunities for our youth to show-
case their talent,” Sharma said. (PTI)
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