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® China denies links to Iranian
cargo ship seized by US in Gulf

@ Middle East crises divide Europe with rising
fuel costs and tensions over Israel policy

' @ Adityanath’s ‘padyatra’ practice
to sit in Opposition: Akhilesh

@ BJP to resolve decades-old Gorkha issue within
6 months of forming govt in Bengal: Shah
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Vehicles torched; house of accused vandalised @ ‘Justice not assurances’, demand protestors  H( reserves order on Pawan Khera’s
bail plea in passport row case

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, April 21: A bru-

tal killing during Rongali Bihu cel-

Interstate border talks will resume after
Assam gets new govt; M laya DyCM

ebrations at Powai Centre has trig-
gered widespread unrest in Upper
Assam, with arson, mob violence

SHILLONG, April 21: Megha-
laya Deputy Chief Minister Sni-
awbhalang Dhar on Tuesday said
talks with Assam on the border dis-
pute will resume after a new gov-

ernment is formed in the
neighbouring state.

Speaking to reporters, Dhar said
the next round of talks would de-
pend on Assam constituting its re-
gional committees.

“Dialogue with the counterpart is
a continuous process. Let us wait
till the new government is formed

KA's Rozlin
Brahma shines
on national stage

HT Correspondent
HOWRAGHAT, April 21: In a
proud moment for Assam, Rozlin
Brahma from Langhin Ganesh
Pathar in Karbi Anglong has
emerged as a symbol of versatility,
excelling across sports, academics
and beauty pageants.

Daughter of Michael Nolen
Brahma and Chapala Narzary, Ro-
zlin is currently serving as a Yoga
Instructor at Mahi International
School in Agra, where she has
been contributing to both academic
and co-curricular excellence.

Her academic journey reflects a
strong blend of wellness and devel-
opment studies.

She holds postgraduate degrees
in Yoga and Science of Living
from Jain Vishva Bharati Institute,
Rajasthan, (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)
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in Assam, and we will continue the
discussion. That is very clear,” he
said.

“As of now, we don’t know who
will be the chairman from their side
as the new government is yet to be
formed,” he added.

Assam voted for its 126-member
assembly on April 9, with counting
of votes scheduled to be held on
May 4.

On whether the issue could be
resolved before the Meghalaya as-
sembly (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

Assam govt assures Gauhati HC to file reply to
PILs against CM's ‘hate speech’ by next hearing

HC fixes May 28 hearing

GUWAHATI, April 21: The
Assam government on Tuesday as-
sured the Gauhati High Court of
filing its response by the next date
of hearing in connection with a
bunch of PILs that accused Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma of
giving “hate speech”.

The division bench of Chief Jus-
tice Ashutosh Kumar and Justice
Arun Dev Choudhury listed the
matter for hearing on May 28.

“It has been submitted on behalf
of the state that the response affi-
davit shall positively be filed by the
next date, with a copy served in ad-
vance to the counsel for the peti-
tioners in the respective writ
petitions. List all these matters on
28.05.2026,” the court said.

The three separate PILs that ac-

and a prolonged highway blockade
paralysing normal life.
The victim, Akash Tiwari, was

allegedly run over multiple times by
a truck late Monday night following
a minor dispute.

Police said the prime accused,
Akash Singh, reportedly returned
with the vehicle after an earlier al-
tercation and deliberately rammed
into him.

Officials said the act appeared in-
tentional and “extremely brutal,”
with the vehicle allegedly used as a
weapon. The victim died on the
spot. The accused later surrendered
at Margherita Police Station and
was taken into custody by Digboi
Police as tensions escalated.

The incident sparked massive
public outrage on Tuesday, with
thousands of residents taking to the
streets.

Protesters torched vehicles, in-
cluding an autorickshaw and a car,
and vandalised a house linked to the
accused.

In a dramatic escalation, demon-
strators placed the victim’s body on

National Highway 315, enforcing a
blockade that brought traffic to a
standstill for hours.

Protesters demanded immediate
arrest of all alleged accomplices,
capital punishment for the accused
through a fast-track court, and com-
pensation for the victim’s family.

“We want justice, not assur-
ances,” a protester said.

Police, fire service personnel and
senior officials rushed to the spot to
contain the situation.

Authorities said patrolling has
been intensified and efforts are un-
derway to defuse tensions through
negotiations.

“The situation remains tense but
under control,” an official said.

The twin developments—an al-
leged premeditated killing followed
by violent public backlash—have
cast a shadow over Rongali Bihu
celebrations and raised serious con-
cerns over law and order and crisis
response in the region.

One more killed as storm lashes Assam; toll rises to §

AASU stages protest; admin reviews situation

GUWAHATI, April 21: One person was killed in
Assam’s Kamrup district as a massive storm lashed
parts of the state, officials said on Tuesday.

A report from Chaygaon in Kamrup district, about
50 km from Guwabhati, said a local youth was killed
during a storm on Monday night.

The youth was taking shelter under a tree along with
others when the rains created havoc at an ongoing
Bihu cultural function.

A branch snapped and fell on the victim, leading to
his death, eyewitnesses said.

A massive storm, combined with heavy showers
and winds, lashed several parts of the state, including
Goalpara and Bongaigaon, causing extensive damage
to property and crops.

Several parts of Guwahati remained inundated since
Sunday evening, when torrential rains had hit the city
with some respite in the downpour in the last 24 hours.

In Guwabhati, a body was recovered floating in the
Basistha river in Saukuchi area on Tuesday morning.

It is believed to be that of one Akhtar Ali, a youth
of neighbouring Hatigaon area, who was reported
missing since Sunday evening.

The family members claimed the body to be his
based on the clothes, though the formal identification
process is yet to be completed, police said.

A woman, identified as Payal Nath, had died after
falling into a drain in Maligaon area on Sunday, the
Assam State Disaster Management Authority
(ASDMA) had said.

cused the CM of giving “hate  matter.

A magisterial enquiry has been ordered by the Kam-
rup (Metropolitan) district commissioner into the in-
cident to fix responsibility.

Several parts of Guwahati, including worst-hit Ruk-
minigaon, Anil Nagar and Nabin Nagar, continued to
remain under water for the third day.

In places where the water had receded, people had
a harrowing time cleaning their houses and premises.

The Guwahati chapter of All Assam Students Union
(AASU) staged a protest in the city against the artifi-
cial flooding and demanded concrete measures to ad-
dress it.

The AASU questioned how crores of rupees in the
name of Guwahati development have been spent over
the years and maintained that the government should
accept responsibility.

Guwabhati had witnessed heavy rainfall through
Sunday night and early Monday, leading to knee-deep
water on most roads, with water levels reaching chest
height in some areas.

Chief Secretary Ravi Kota, reviewing the situation,
had asked the Guwahati Municipal Corporation,
Guwahati Metropolitan Development Authority, and
the Water Resources Department to maintain 24x7 op-
erational readiness to address waterlogging in the vul-
nerable areas.

The administration has alerted the residents in land-
slide-prone hilly areas to remain vigilant and take nec-
essary precautions to avoid loss of life and property,
given the likelihood of (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, April 21: Bimal

Bora, husband of slain teacher Ar-

speech” were taken up by the divi-
sion bench on February 26, and ob-
serving that there was a
“fissiparous tendency”, issued no-
tice to Sarma, the Centre, the state
government and the Director Gen-
eral of Police in the matter.

The hearing was conducted be-
fore the announcement of the As-
sembly election schedule for the
state, with the polling since held on
April 9 and counting of votes to be
done on May 4.

One petition was filed by Sahitya
Akademi awardee litterateur Hiren
Gohain, former DGP Harekrishna
Deka and senior journalist Paresh
Malakar on February 24. The CPI
and CPI(M) had also filed separate
petitions on February 21 over the

SC agrees to hear plea challenging validity
of National Investigation Agency Act, 2008

NEW DELHI, Aprll 21: The Supreme Court on
Tuesday sought responses from the Centre and others
on a plea challenging the validity of the National In-
vestigation Agency Act, 2008.

A bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta issued notice to the Centre, the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) and others seeking their re-
sponses on the plea.

“Issue notice,” the bench said, noting that the ques-
tions raised before it were of vital importance,

The plea has sought the setting aside of the 2008
Act, claiming it was “violative” of Article 14 (equality
before law) of the Constitution and beyond the leg-
islative competence of the Centre.

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) was set

up under the Act as a central counter-terrorism law en-
forcement agency in the wake of the 26/11 Mumbai
attacks.

The court directed that a counter affidavit be filed
by the respondents within four weeks and the peti-
tioner would thereafter have two weeks to file the re-
joinder affidavit.

Senior advocate Siddharth Dave, appearing for the
petitioner, said ‘police’ falls under the State List.

He referred to various provisions of the 2008 Act,
including Section 3 which deals with the constitution
of the NIA.

“Without being a police station, can the NIA register
an FIR?” the bench asked Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, who was appearing in the matter.

Dave also referred to Section 6 (5) of the Act, which
deals with the investigation of scheduled offences and
says: if the Centre is of the opinion that a scheduled
offence has been committed which is required to be
investigated under this Act, it may suo motu direct the
agency to probe it.

“You will have to assist us on the suo motu regis-
tration of FIR also,” the bench told the law officer.

The top court, which said the questions raised be-
fore it were of vital importance, posted the matter for
hearing on July 14. (PTI)

The CPI(M) had made the BJP
also a respondent in its petition, but
the High Court had declined to
issue notice to the party at the cur-
rent stage.

The Supreme Court had on Feb-
ruary 16 refused to entertain peti-
tions seeking action against the CM
over a now-deleted controversial
video on X, purportedly showing
him taking aim and firing with a
rifle at members of a particular
community.

A bench of Chief Justice Surya
Kant and Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and Vipul M Pancholi asked the pe-
titioners to approach the Gauhati
High Court with their grievances.
It also asked the HC chief justice to
expedite (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

namai Bora, has alleged “serious
lapses” in the investigation into
her rape and murder, saying the
real culprits have escaped punish-
ment.

His remarks came after a
Supreme Court bench of Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta dis-
missed the Assam government’s
appeal and upheld the Gauhati
High Court verdict in the case.

Arnamai Bora, headmistress of
a primary school in Jamunamukh,
was raped and murdered on May
31, 2017, with her body later re-
covered from the Kapili river.

The incident had triggered
widespread outrage across Assam.

Two accused—Moinul Haque
and Salimuddin—were arrested

Pawan Khera not flight risk, counsel tells Gauhati
HC hearmg Cong leader s antzczpatory bad plea

GUWAHATI, April 21: Pawan
Khera is not a flight risk and there
is no need for his arrest, his coun-
sel argued in the Gauhati High
Court, which on Tuesday heard the
Congress leader’s anticipatory bail
plea over an FIR lodged by the
Assam CM’s wife for alleging she
held multiple passports.

A single bench of Justice Parthiv
Jyoti Saikia reserved the final
order after hearing both sides for
over three hours.

Senior advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, who appeared for Khera
via video conferencing, argued that
the remarks made by Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma in re-
sponse to the Congress leader’s
allegations point to political
vendetta, especially in the context
of the assembly elections in the
state.

Singhvi submitted that the peti-
tioner isn’t a ‘flight risk” and there
is no necessity and need for his ar-
rest.

Khera, in his petition, had al-
leged that the complainant’s hus-
band, who also happens to be the
incumbent chief minister, has on
numerous occasions (in press inter-
actions) and otherwise repeatedly
claimed that he will assault the pe-
titioner (once he is in police cus-
tody) and will spend his last days
in custody.

He also alleged in his petition
that the complainant’s spouse used
derogatory language against him,
which “reflected terribly” upon
the constitutional office held by the
chief minister.

Senior Counsel KN Choudhary,

and convicted by a fast-track
court, which awarded death
penalty to Haque and life impris-
onment to Salimuddin.

However, in January 2023, the
Gauhati High Court cited lack of
conclusive evidence and reduced
the sentences.

Haque’s death penalty was
commuted to three years under
Section 201 (destruction of evi-
dence), while Salimuddin’s life
term was reduced to five years.

With his sentence already
served, Haque was released.

The Assam government later
approached the Supreme Court,
but on April 16, the apex court up-
held the High Court’s findings and
acquitted Haque entirely, observ-
ing that there was no reliable evi-
dence linking him to the crime.

The court also noted that his ar-

who moved the high court on
Khera’s behalf on Monday, de-
scribed the allegations against the
Congress leader as ‘scandalous’.

“The manner, tenor, and packag-
ing of the allegations unmistakably
show that they were made with de-
liberate malice”, he submitted.

He also contended that, at best,
it is a case of criminal defamation,
which can only be pursued through
a private complaint.

Assam Advocate General Deva-
jit Lon Saikia opposed granting
any relief to Khera, submitting that
this is not a simple defamation
case, as the matter involves the for-
gery of documents and title deeds.

Saikia pointed out that the dom-
inant offences are cheating and for-
gery. He argued that Khera is not
entitled to interim protection as he
is a “flight risk”.

The AG submitted that the peti-
tioner had submitted fake and man-
ufactured documents, seals and
stamps to gain political mileage
and defame the chief minister and
his entrepreneur wife.

The Congress spokesperson had
moved the Gauhati High Court on
Monday seeking anticipatory bail
in connection with the case regis-
tered against him by the CM’s wife
Riniki Bhuyan Sharma for alleging
that she possessed multiple pass-
ports and undisclosed properties
abroad.

Khera, in his petition, submitted
that anticipatory bail should be
granted to him as the accusations
appear to be “motivated, and ap-
pear to have been made to serve
some (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

Husband flags probe lapses after SC upholds acquittal

rest was “under a cloud of suspi-
cion” and pointed to serious pro-
cedural lapses in the investigation.

“The prosecution failed to es-
tablish the case through circum-
stantial evidence. Lapses in
investigation weakened the foun-
dation of the case,” the court ob-
served.

Reacting to the verdict, Bimal
Bora and his family expressed
shock and disappointment.

“Due to serious lapses in the in-
vestigation, the real culprits have
escaped,” he alleged, adding that
the family is still waiting for jus-
tice.

The verdict has sparked wide-
spread concern, with many in
Assam expressing dismay that a
case which once drew statewide
outrage has ended without convic-
tions for the crime.

India bats for greater Global
South representation in UNSC

UNITED NATIONS, April 21:
India has underscored the need for
greater representation in the perma-
nent membership of the UN Secu-
rity Council, particularly of
countries from the Global South,
and called for a fair and inclusive
global financial system.

Secretary (West), Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs Sibi George delivered
India’s statements at key meetings
here.

At the Inter-Governmental Nego-
tiations (IGN) meeting on UN Se-
curity Council reforms, he
highlighted the “need for greater
representation of the Global South,
particularly in the permanent cate-
gory,” the Ministry of External Af-
fairs said in a post on X.

George also underlined the “sim-
ilarities between India’s approach to
UN Security Council reforms and
the African model.”

He also delivered India’s national
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statement at the General Debate of
the 2026 Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) Forum on Fi-
nancing for Development Follow-
up at UN Headquarters.

He “underscored the need for a
fair, inclusive & development-ori-

ented global financial system” to
bridge the USD 4 trillion Sustain-
able Development Goals financing

ap.

He also highlighted that reform-
ing international financial institu-
tions, enhancing the voice of the

Global South, and deploying digital
public infrastructure are key to de-
livering on the Sevilla Commit-
ment, a 2025 global agreement to
scale up developing financing.

George commenced his official
visit to the UN on Monday by pay-
ing floral tributes at the bust of Ma-
hatma Gandhi in the UN
Headquarters.

During the day, he had a series of
engagements and interactions, in-
cluding with the Assistant Secre-
tary-General for the Middle East,
Asia and the Pacific in the Depart-
ments of Political and Peacebuild-
ing Affairs and Peace Operations,
Khaled Khiari.

Both had a productive discussion
on various topics, with particular
focus on UN Peacekeeping, the Per-
manent Mission of India to the UN
said in a post on X.

George also had a wide-ranging
discussion (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)
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Atomgrid opens
BengaluruR&D centre

NEW DELHI, April 21: Atom-
grid, a full-stack speciality chem-
icals platform, on Tuesday
inaugurated a research and devel-
opment centre in Bengaluru, bet-
ting on growing global demand
for supply chain alternatives to
China.

The facility currently houses 15
scientists and researchers, with
plans to expand to 25 over the
next 12 months. Its capabilities
span route scouting, process de-
velopment and technology trans-
fer for commercial-scale
manufacturing.

“India is at an inflection point in
speciality chemicals. Global cus-
tomers are actively looking for al-
ternatives to China — but they’re
looking for solution providers who
combine innovation with execution.
This R&D centre is our commit-
ment to being that,” Siddharth
Gupta, co-founder of Atomgrid, said
in a statement. (PTI)

SUPPLY OF WELDING
PORTION AT RANGIYA DIV.
E-Tender MNotice No.: 01-Engg-
RNY-2026-27. E-Tenders are
invited by the undersigned for the
following works:- Tender No. 1.
Brief Description of Item: Supply
of welding portion against the
sanctioned work:(i) Rangiya Jn.-
Murkongselek (SL)-TBR-21.50Tkm
(ii) Provision of Track Machine siding
11(eleven) nos under DEN-III/
Rangiya Division. (jii) Rangiya Division
-Renewal of Conventional SEJ-
100 Mos. (iv) Rangiya Jn.-Majbat
(SL)- TSR(P)- 36.00 Km. Tender
Value: T84 04,107.48/- Earnest
Money: 71,68,100/-. Date & time
of closing of tender: At 15.00
hrs. & opening at 15.30 hrs. on
08-05-2026 at DRM (W), Rangiya
office. The complete information
with tender documents of above
e-Tender will be available in website
www.ireps.gov.in
Note: For any last minute changes
of tender please check on net/ news-
paper/corrigendum at the respective
offices mentioned in the original
tender notice before dropping.

DRM (W), Rangiya
EL.;J} NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Custormers With A Smile

IMPROVEMENT OF CESS

E-Tender Notice No. SCL/Enga/
25 of 2026, dtd. 16.04.2026. E-
tenders are invited by the
undersigned for the following work:
SN. 1. Brief Description of Item:
Improvement of cess in between
Baraigram Jn.-Dullabcherra under
ADEN/Karimganj Jn. Tender Value:
¥1,27,97,969.20; Earnest Money:
72,56,000.00. E-tenders will be
closed at 15:00 hrs. on 11-05-2026
and opened at 15:00 hrs. on 12-05-
2026. The complete information with
tender documents of above e-tender
will be available upto 15:00 hrs. of
11-05-2026 in website http://
WWW.ireps.gov.in.

DRM (Works), Lumding at Silchar
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

jstomers with a smile”

ENGINEERING WORKS
IN LUMDING DIVISION

Tender Notice No.: LMG/Engg/
24 of 2026; Dated: 16-04-2026
(Two packet system), E-Tender are
invited by the undersigned for
the following work; SN.:1; Brief
Description of Item : At Senchoa-
Depot supplying of 50 mm size
hard durable stone machine
crushed track ballast as per RDSO
new specification with upto date
correction slip from private quarry,
stacking properly on level surface
within the depot including Loading
into hopper/wagon/truck for the
work "Through Sleeper Renewal
(TSR) at km 20/9-22/1 (1.2km)
DN, 26/3-28/0 (1.7km) DN, 31/5-
36/3 (4.8km) DN, 37/8-50/2
(12.4km), 50/9-55/3 (4.4km) DN,
55/4-56/7 (1.3km) DN, 56/7-59/8
{3.1km) DN, 62/6-66/6(4km) DN,
78/4-83/1 (4.7km) DN, 86/9-93/1
(6.2km) DN, 94/5-100/3 (5.8km),
22/0-23/2 (1.2km) UP, 28/1-28/9
(0.8km) UP, 30/6-31/4 (0.8km) UP
(Total=52.4km) with wider PSC
sleepers in Guwahati-Chaparmukh
section and Through Sleeper
Renewal (TSR) at km 102/0-102/
7(0.7km) DN, 103/0-109/9 (6.9km)
DN, 110/6-128/6 (18km) DN, 131/
0-136/7 (5.7km), 140/6-145/2
(4.8km) DN, 147/1-152/5 (5.4km)
DN, 154/2-159/8 (5.6km) DN, 62/
6-66/6 (4km) DN, 161/6-165/3
(3.7km) DN, 167/0-170 (3km) DN,
171/0-173/6 (2.6km) DN, 184/6-
185/8 (1.2km) DN, 137/4-138/7
{1.3km) UP (Total=58.Tkm) with
wider PSC sleepers in
Chaparmukh-Lumding  section
under the jurisdiction of Sr.DEN/I/
Lumding. Tender Value:
¥36,94,15,200/-; Earnest Money:
¥73,88,300/-; Date & time of
closing of tender at 15:00 hrs. on
18-05-2026 and opening at 15:00
hrs. on 19-05-2026. Complete
information alongwith the tender
document of above e-tender will
be available up to 15:00 hrs. on
18-05-2026 in the website
www.ireps.gov.in
DRM(W)/Lumding

@ NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Stock markets climb nearly L pc amid

hopes for progress on Iran-US peace talk

MUMBAI, April 21: Stock markets advanced for
the third consecutive day on Tuesday, with Sensex
jumping by 753 points and broader Nifty closing
above 24,550 following a drop in crude oil prices and
hopes for progress on peace talks between Iran and
the US.

The 30-share BSE Sensex jumped 753.03 points
or 0.96 per cent to settle at 79,273.33. During the day,
it surged 846.78 points or 1.07 per cent to 79,367.08.

The 50-share NSE Nifty climbed 211.75 points or
0.87 per cent to end at 24,576.60.

Among the 30-Sensex firms, Trent rose the most
by 3.55 per cent. Hindustan Unilever, ICICI Bank,
Bajaj Finance, HDFC Bank and Axis Bank were the
major winners.

Bharat Electronics, Titan, Reliance Industries and
NTPC were among the laggards.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, traded 0.75
per cent lower at USD 94.76 per barrel.

“Indian equity markets traded on a positive note,
as investors positioned for a potential near-term de-
escalation in the Middle East. Energy markets re-
mained in a consolidation phase, as traders balanced
hopes of a near-term resolution and a potential re-
opening of the Strait of Hormuz against ongoing un-
certainty around ceasefire negotiations,” Ponmudi R,
CEO of Enrich Money, an online trading and wealth
tech firm, said.

Broader markets also advanced with the BSE Mid-
Cap Select index jumping 0.73 per cent and Small-
Cap Select index by 0.29 per cent.

Among sectoral indices, FMCG rallied the most by
2.23 per cent, followed by Realty (2.17 per cent),
MidSmall Private Banks Quality Tilt (1.71 per cent),
Private Banks index (1.67 per cent), Top 10 Banks
(1.66 per cent) and Bankex (1.46 per cent). Capital
Goods emerged as the only laggard.

“With the ceasefire deadline arriving tomorrow, all
eyes turn to the second round of US-Iran talks —
while markets remain hopeful of progress, elevated
tensions and uncertain participation make any nega-
tive surprise a key downside risk,” Siddhartha
Khemka - Head of Research, Wealth Management,
Motilal Oswal Financial Services Ltd, said. A total

of 2,531 stocks advanced, while 1,760 declined and
162 remained unchanged on the BSE.

In Asian markets, South Korea’s benchmark
Kospi, Japan’s Nikkei 225 index, Shanghai’s SSE
Composite index and Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index
ended higher.

Markets in Europe were trading in positive terri-
tory. US markets ended marginally lower on Mon-
day.

“The bullish momentum was largely driven by a
combination of macro and market-specific triggers.
Easing geopolitical concerns, particularly around the
US—Iran situation, played a central role in improving
risk appetite.

“This was further supported by a cooling in crude
oil prices, which helped ease inflation concerns for
an oil-import-dependent economy like India and im-
proved margin visibility across sectors,” Hariprasad
K, Research Analyst and Founder, Livelong Wealth,
said.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FlIs) offloaded eqg-
uities worth ¥ 1,059.93 crore on Monday, according
to BSE data.

“Amid hopes for progress in Iran-US peace talks
and supportive global cues, India’s equity markets re-
bounded strongly,” Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Investments Limited, said.

On Monday, the Sensex closed marginally up
26.76 points or 0.03 per cent at 78,520.30. The Nifty
edged up 11.30 points or 0.05 per cent to settle at
24,364.85. (PTI)

South Korean steel major Posco set to

BHUBANESWAR, April 21: Over
two decades after leaving a mega
project in Odisha following large-
scale unrest by local people, South
Korean steel major Posco is all set to
return to the state and set up a green-
field plant in collaboration with JSW
Group.

This was announced by Additional
Chief Secretary, Industries, Hemant
Sharma, here.

“We are very happy to announce
that Posco is returning to Odisha. An
agreement in this regard was signed
on Monday during the South Korean
President’s visit to India,” Sharma
told reporters here.

Posco, which had planned to set up
a mega steel mill of 12mtpa at an in-
vestment of ¥ 51,000 near Paradip in
Jagatsinghpur district in early 2000,
had to abandon it in the face of stiff

opposition by local people during the
land acquisition process.

Apart from this, the company also
failed to get a raw material linkage
following a change of mineral policy
in the country.

Sharma said they have shown in-
terest in setting up two major Green-
field projects in Odisha, one a 6 mtpa
plant in Keonjhar district and another
a 5 mtpa capacity steel mill in
Dhenkanal district.

“Though the state government has
1,000 acres of land for the purpose, it
may arrange more if required. The
state will provide all logistics to
Posco to set up its proposed plants in
Odisha,” Sharma said.

In amajor boost to Odisha’s indus-
trial landscape, JSW Group has an-
nounced a significant investment in
the state in partnership with the South

g Teturnto Odisha after 2 decades: Govt

Korean steel giant.

The two companies have signed a
joint venture agreement to establish a
mega steel plant in Dhenkanal dis-
trict.

Sources said the agreement in this
regard was signed at the India-Korea
Business Summit held in New Delhi
on Monday, in the presence of Union
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal,
JSW Group Chairman Sajjan Jindal,
and Posco Chairman Chang In-hwa.

In the proposed project in
Dhenkanal, both JSW and Posco will
hold equal stakes of 50 per cent each
and the total investment is estimated
at around ¥ 35,000 crore.

The project is expected to generate
significant employment opportuni-
ties, both directly and indirectly, and
contribute to the economic growth of
the region. (PTI)

Tighter norms: MeitY proposes continuous label
visibility on full duration of Al-generated content

NEW DELHI, April 21: The IT Ministry on Tuesday
mooted tighter disclosure norms for Al-generated content,
proposing a mandatory, continuous, and clearly visible
label for such synthetically generated information through-
out the duration of the visual content.

This replaces the earlier requirement of ensuring
“prominent visibility” under the IT Rules.

Adding this to the draft IT rules amendment that, among
other changes, proposes to bring independent news cre-
ators on the Centre’s radar and mandate compliance with
advisories, Meity has also extended the deadline for stake-
holder feedback/comments to May 7 as against April 29,
2026. “In the said rules, in rule 3, in sub-rule (3), in clause
(a), in sub-clause (ii), for the words, “that ensures promi-
nent visibility in the visual display’, the words and punc-

tuation “that ensures continuous and clearly visible display
of such label throughout the duration of the content, in a
visual display’ shall be substituted,” the IT Ministry said
circulating the draft changes for feedback.

The Ministry said it is placing the additional amend-
ments in the public domain for consultation “in order to
provide stakeholders an opportunity to examine and sub-
mit feedback on the additional changes along with the ear-
lier draft amendments”.

“In addition to the draft amendments already placed in
the public domain, further changes have been proposed in
Rule 3(3)(a)(ii), which requires continuous and clearly vis-
ible display of label for synthetically generated informa-
tion throughout the duration of the content in visual
display,” the IT Ministry said in another notice. (PTI)

SOFTEL revives traditional grinding with  Flipkart-Uber tie-up
modern ‘ghar ghanti’ for home kitchens

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 21: SOFTEL
has introduced a compact home
grinding solution aimed at bringing
back the traditional practice of fresh
atta and spice grinding into modern
kitchens.

With over 35 years of manufac-
turing experience, the company has
launched its “ghar ghanti” range de-
signed to combine traditional stone-
grinding methods with
contemporary convenience.

The appliance is compact enough
for kitchen platforms while being
capable of grinding grains, millets
and spices efficiently.

At the core of the product is a
stone grinding mechanism that
helps retain natural taste, texture
and nutritional value.

The unit offers a grinding capac-
ity of 7.5 to 10 kg per hour with low

energy consumption of about one
unit per hour, making it suitable for
daily household use.

The company is offering the
product in three variants—fully au-
tomatic, semi-automatic and man-
ual—catering to different user
preferences in terms of control and
ease of operation.

Managing Director Anil Kumar
Jain said the idea is to restore fresh-
ness and trust in everyday food.

“Fresh food is not a luxury, it is
the foundation of good health.
Grinding fresh is the simplest way
to bring purity, nutrition and quality
back to our meals,” he said.

With this launch, SOFTEL aims
to tap into a growing consumer shift
towards healthier, less processed
food habits while blending tradi-
tional practices with modern de-
sign.

lets users ean
SuperCoins on rides

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 21: Flipkart
has partnered with Uber to allow
users to earn SuperCoins on every-
day rides, expanding its loyalty pro-
gramme into daily mobility use.

Under the collaboration, users
who link their Flipkart and Uber ac-
counts can earn 4 per cent of their
ride fare as SuperCoins, capped at
150 coins per trip, with no limit on
total accumulation.

The rewards will be credited di-
rectly to users’ Flipkart accounts and
can be redeemed across its ecosys-
tem, including Flipkart Minutes and
Cleartrip.

The partnership also introduces
limited-period incentives. New Uber
users—or those inactive for 84
days—can earn 150 bonus Super-
Coins by completing their first ride
within 28 days of linking accounts.

Additionally, users linking ac-
counts between April 15 and April
30, 2026, will receive an extra 50
bonus coins on their first ride within
the same period.

Gaurav Arora, Vice President
(Payments and SuperCoins) at Flip-
kart, said the move marks a step to-
wards making SuperCoins a broader
lifestyle rewards programme.

“Mobility is a natural extension,
and this partnership allows us to in-
tegrate more seamlessly into every-
day transactions,” he said.

NAME CHANGE
| have Changed my name from MO-
HAMMED IMDADUR RAHMAN
TO IMDADUR RAHMAN by
swearing a notarial affidavit at Sri-
manta  Sankardevnagar, Hojai
(Assam)
IMDADUR RAHMAN
S/O- NURUL ISLAM
Vill-BURUNGATOLI
PS-Murajhar,
Dist-Hojai (Assam)

Milk supply uninterrupted, prices of milk and
dairy items stable amid West Asia conflict: Govt

day said that prices of milk and dairy products have
remained stable across the country with no interrup-
tion in supply despite the West Asia conflict.

There are “no issues” related to the supply of fuel,
gas and plastic packaging material to the dairy sector,
said Puja Rustagi, the director in the Department of
Animal Husbandry and Dairying, at an inter-minis-
terial briefing on recent developments in West Asia.

She said the dairy industry has been advised to
shift to piped natural gas from LPG wherever feasi-
ble.

“Milk procurement, processing and supply across
the country have remained uninterrupted amid the
ongoing West Asia crisis. Prices of milk and milk
products are stable. No supply disruption has oc-
curred in the market, and payments to dairy farmers
have continued throughout the crisis period,” Rustagi
told reporters here.

India is the world’s largest milk producer. The
country’s total milk production stood at 247.87 mil-
lion tonnes during 2024-25.

The director informed that on Monday a meeting
with state milk Federation and milk unions across the
India was held to review the milk situation and mon-
itor the impact of West Asia crisis on the dairy sec-
tor.

“...There are no issues related to the supply of fuel,
gas and plastic packaging material to the dairy sec-
tor,” Rustagi said.

The director informed that the Department of An-

imal Husbandry and Dairying has been closely mon-
itoring the situation and has taken a series of proac-
tive measures to ensure smooth operations in the
dairy value chain.

It is holding meetings with the stakeholders regu-
larly to assess the evolving situation.

On fuel availability, Rustagi said the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas order dated April 8th
2026, ensured that critical industries, including dairy
processing plants, will receive 70 per cent of their
pre-March 2026 bulk non-domestic LPG supply.

“This has averted any disruption in the dairy op-
erations. Subsequently, all dairy plants are advised
to transition from LPG to piped natural gas, wher-
ever operationally feasible to reduce dependence on
LPG,” she said.

Regarding the plastic packaging material, Rustagi
said there is no shortage in the dairy sector, and the
supplies are stable.

“We are a member of joint working group on petro
chemicals, which is convened by Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas. So we have flagged our con-
cerns regarding packaging material, and they have
been resolved,” she informed.

The director informed that the supply of
polypropylene and polystyrene, which is used as an
input for plastic packaging material, has been en-
sured.

Rustagi said the department is closely coordinat-
ing with suppliers of plastic packaging material for
smooth supply of packaging material across the
country to dairy sector.

The director said that a dedicated portal was
launched on 30th March 2026 where all these state
federations and milk unions are members. The portal
is helping the department in monitoring the availabil-
ity of milk, fuel and packaging material to the dairy
industry.

“And as regards exports, a simplified animal quar-
antine clearance procedure was notified on 25th
March, 2026, to facilitate easy return of exported
cargo to Indian ports,” she said. (PTI)

HC reserves order

ulterior motive/political vendetta”. He claimed that there was no ground for arresting him and the respondent
is acting in haste, while the “arbitrary and coercive conduct” of the police authorities violates his Fundamental
Rights.

Khera also pointed out that the Chief Judicial Magistrate, Kamrup (M) has also opined that no grounds for
issuance of Non-Bailable Warrants of Arrest were made out from the records, and that the grounds for issuance
of NBWAs were based on conjectures and speculations.

Khera, the chairman of AICC’s Media and Publicity, had alleged in two press conferences held in New Delhi
and Guwabhati on April 5 that the chief minister’s wife possesses three passports of UAE, Egypt and Antigua
and Barbuda—two properties in Dubai and assets in shell companies.

Subsequently, she filed criminal cases against Khera and others at the Guwahati Crime Branch police station
under sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, including 175 (false statement in connection with an election),
35, 36, 318 (cheating), 338, (forgery of valuable will, security etc.), 337 (forgery of record of court or of public
register, etc.), 340 (forged document or electronic record and using it as genuine), 352 (intentional insult with
intent to provoke breach of peace), and 356 (defamation).

Assam Police had subsequently visited Khera’s residence in Delhi on April 7, but he was not present there,
and he later filed for transit anticipatory bail at the Telangana High Court, which was granted to him for a week.

The Assam Police then moved the Supreme Court against the Telangana High Court’s order, and on April
15, the highest Court in an interim order stayed the grant of anticipatory transit bail.

Khera again appealed in the Supreme Court to vacate the stay it imposed on the transit anticipatory bail
granted to him by the Telangana High Court, but it was turned down on Friday, and he was instead asked to ap-
proach the Gauhati High Court.

Meanwhile, a local court in Guwahati rejected the Assam Police’s plea for issuance of non-bailable warrant
(NBW) of arrest against the Congress leader. (PTI)

One more killed

continued heavy rainfall, an official release had said on Monday.
“As per the forecast by the India Meteorological Department, occasional rain and thunderstorms are likely
over the coming days. All agencies have been directed to remain on high alert,” it added. (PTI)

Interstate border talks

polls in 2028, Dhar said there is no fixed timeline.

“We are always trying to resolve the issue. Because it involves both states, we are trying to resolve the issue
at the earliest, but it is not so easy,” he said.

“| cannot say whether we can solve it in two years or in two months, but we will always try our best to resolve
it at the earliest,” he said.

The two Northeastern states had, in 2022, signed MoUs for six of the 12 areas of differences along the border,
ending decades of claims and counterclaims.

On the Shillong airport expansion project, Dhar said the tender has already been allotted, and work is expected
to begin shortly.

He said that the project is likely to be completed within 18 months.

“Let us see. It seems the time of completion for the contractor is 18 months,” Dhar said, adding that details
regarding the contractor and the construction plan are being sought by the state government from the Centre.

“I have asked the Commissioner of Transport to communicate with them, as we would like to know who the
contractor is and what type of construction will take place. Maybe next month we will know who the contractor
is, what rate they put, and what the time of completion is,” he said. (PTI)

KA’s Rozlin Brahma

and in Rural Development from Rani Durgavati University, Madhya Pradesh.

She also pursued professional studies at Lakshmibai National Institute of Physical Education (LNIPE), Guwa-
hati, and Barkatullah University, Bhopal.

Her contribution to education was recently recognised when her school earned top rankings by Education
World India—securing the first position in Agra, eighth in Uttar Pradesh and 59th nationally in the co-ed day-
cum-boarding category.

Beyond academics, Rozlin has represented her state and institutions in National Yoga Competitions and Na-
tional Softball Championships, along with participation in inter-university tournaments.

She has also served as a national referee in yoga, earning praise for her precision and fairness.

Expanding her horizons further, she has made her mark in the world of pageantry, winning the City Winner
title as Miss Petite and participating in the Empress Universe International beauty pageant.

Known for her commitment to promoting physical and mental well-being, Rozlin continues to uphold the
core philosophy of yoga while inspiring young talents from smaller towns to pursue excellence on a larger

- HC fixes May

the hearing in the matter. The petitioners alleged that remarks made by Sarma could divide society.

“The Respondent No 3 (Sarma), while addressing reporters openly admitted to having directed members of
his political party to deliberately file complaints against Bengali-origin Muslims, referred to by him pejoratively
as ‘Miyas’, with the express object of causing them harassment and hardship,” alleged the petition filed by the
three prominent citizens.

“...the Chief Minister of the State of Assam is sullying his high constitutional office and violating his consti-
tutional oath of office by indulging in blatant ‘hate speech’ against a minority community in Assam,” it alleged.

The PIL also alleged that Sarma is making speeches and releasing videos that are overtly inciting violence
against the minority community by instigating civilians to take law and order into their own hands.

It alleged that CM has indulged in “blatant hate speech” against the minority community by calling for their
social and economic boycott and using derogatory words to describe them, and propagating harmful stereotypes
about them.

It also alleged that the CM has been “instigating violence and hatred with references to the community’s dress
and language, instigating communal disharmony, and directing his officials to use their public office in a malafide
manner to harass the minority community”.

The PIL also demanded an enquiry by a Special Investigation Team (SIT), chaired by a retired high court
judge, against the CM and appropriate action.

“In the present case, despite widely disseminated and publicly recorded speeches that prima facie disclose in-
citement to discrimination, social and economic boycott of a minority community, no suo motu FIR has been
registered by the state authorities,” it claimedaP_Tl)

India bats for

with Under-Secretary-General for the UN Department of Operational Support Atul Khare, reaffirming India’s
“steadfast commitment to multilateralism and its remarkable contributions to UN peacekeeping.” (PTI)
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Sujit Das’ manuscript painting earns place at Lalit Kala Akademi showcase

Assam’s Sanchipat art debuts
at national exhibition

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, April 21: In a his-
toric achievement, Assam’s in-
digenous Sanchipat manuscript
painting has been selected for
the 65th National Art Exhibition
organised by the Lalit Kala
Akademi, New Delhi. This
marks the first time in the exhi-
bition’s 65-year legacy that
Sanchipat Puthi Chitra from
Assam will be exhibited at the
national level.

Acrtist Sujit Das from Nagaon
has created this artwork using
traditional Sanchipat and natural
pigments, representing the rich
and ancient manuscript painting
tradition of Assam. His work re-
flects the intricate detailing,
spiritual depth, and aesthetic
beauty inherent in Assamese
Puthi Chitra.

Over the past six decades, the

Two students felicitated
for CBSE Class X

success in Dibrugarh

HT Correspondent
DIBRUGARH, April 21: In the re-

cently declared CBSE High School
Examination results, two meritori-
ous students from Phulamapur vil-
lage, a remote rural area of
Dibrugarh district—Riyan Gogoi
and Lucent Gogoi have passed with
distinction from Dibrugarh Sam-
purna Academy, bringing pride to
their region. Riyan Gogoi, son of
young entrepreneur Debeshwar
Gogoi and Swarnali Gogoi, secured
97.8%, while Lucent Gogoi, son of
noted teacher Ajay Gogoi and Julie
Gogoi, passed with 83.6%.

It has been reported that the peo-
ple of the area are delighted with
their achievement. Following the
announcement of the results, leaders
of various organisations visited the
homes of the two students to con-
gratulate them.

On behalf of the Young Journal-
ists’ Association, Assam, executive
president Kanchan Jyoti Gohain
also extended heartfelt congratula-
tions to both meritorious students.

Assam Rifles marks one
Year of Operation Sindoor

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALL, April

21: Lokra Battalion of Assam Rifles
conducted an insightful and motiva-
tional lecture commemorating one

National Exhibition has show-
cased diverse forms of modern

and traditional art from across
India. However, the inclusion of

Assam’s indigenous Sanchipat
manuscript painting for the
first time marks a significant
cultural milestone and a mo-
ment of pride for the people of
Assam.

Expressing his gratitude, Sujit
Das thanked the Lalit Kala
Akademi for providing a presti-
gious national platform and for
recognising
forms. He noted that this recog-
nition will open new avenues for
the preservation and promotion
of Assam’s artistic heritage.

Sujit Das is a dedicated man-
uscript painting artist specialis-
ing in traditional Sanchipat and
Assamese Puthi Chitra. Through
the use of natural pigments and
classical techniques, he has been
actively working to preserve and
promote this
form on a wider platform.

traditional  art

indigenous art

Gastroenteritis outbreak contained In Salganga

Swift health and PHE action halts spread; no new cases detected

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, April 21: A timely
and coordinated response by the
Health Department and Public Health
Engineering (PHE) Department has
brought the acute gastroenteritis
(AGE) situation in Salganga and its
surrounding areas under control, with
officials confirming that no new cases
have been detected in the latest
rounds of surveillance.

Notably, between April 15 and
April 18, a total of 105 patients with
mild AGE symptoms were reported at
MG Model Hospital, Tikal. Acting
swiftly, health teams launched active
surveillance on April 18 across sev-
eral affected localities, including Sal-
ganga Grant, Salganga Par, Tikalpar
Grant, Nayagram, Digarkashpur,
Kashpur Tea Estate and Bagerkona.
During the field visit, 31 patients
were identified, all of whom had al-
ready been treated at MG Model Hos-
pital and had recovered. Significantly,
no fresh cases were found during this
exercise.

Meanwhile, the Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme (IDSP)
team in Cachar has remained engaged
in the field since April 15, identifying
a few mild diarrhoea cases, all of
which were treated promptly and
have since recovered. Follow-up
house-to-house surveillance carried
out on April 19 and April 20 further re-
inforced the improving situation, with
no new cases detected on either day.

Health officials also undertook sys-
tematic water quality monitoring. On
April 20, samples were collected

from five locations—Thaligram,
Pathemara Tea Estate, Salganga
Grant, Tikalpar near the GP Office
and Champatilla and sent to the Dis-
trict Public Health Laboratory at
Silchar Medical College and Hospital
for testing. Authorities confirmed that
all patients are currently stable, with
no admissions required at MG Model
Hospital or referrals to higher health
facilities.

As part of the surveillance expan-
sion, nearby tea garden areas such as
Tikal Tea Estate and Pathemara Tea
Estate were also covered, where no
cases were detected.

It is important to note that the PHE
Department received information on
the outbreak on the afternoon of April
18 and responded by issuing alert
messages to all water supply schemes
in Salganga, Tikal Tea Estate and ad-
joining areas. Water samples col-
lected on April 19 from end-point
Functional Household Tap Connec-
tions of the distribution network were

tested at the Pailapool Sub-Division
Laboratory. Reports received on April
20 confirmed that the water is safe
across all parameters, with residual
chlorine levels within permissible
limits.

Officials also added that additional
samples have been sent to the
Hailakandi laboratory for advanced
bacteriological testing and the report
is awaited. Apart from this, multiple
field tests were conducted using
portable Kits that have consistently
shown water quality to be safe.

As a precautionary step, water-pu-
rifying chemical packets have been
distributed among residents of Tikal
Tea Estate and nearby areas, particu-
larly those relying on alternative
sources such as ring wells. Authori-
ties stated that all necessary precau-
tionary measures have been in place
since April 18.

Alongside containment efforts,
both departments have carried out
awareness activities in the affected
areas, sensitising residents on hygiene
practices and safe drinking water.
Joint field visits by the district admin-
istration, PHE officials and health
teams have been conducted regularly
to assess the ground situation, with
officials noting visible improvement
in overall conditions.

The administration continues close
monitoring to ensure the situation re-
mains under control and public health
is safeguarded.

Birangana Sati Sadhoni Divas
celebrated at Bhishmak Nagar

CYSA marks 502nd blrth anmversary with tributes and resolutions

the ancient site paid homage through traditional spir-
itual rituals and entered the palace premises amid
chants and reverence.

As a mark of poignant tribute, they lit earthen lamps
before the image of Queen Sadhani and offered Eri,
Muga, silk and cotton clothes to honour her legacy.
Leaders and guests from Arunachal Pradesh gathered
near the Chandangiri Hills on the bank of the Diffu
River and engaged in key discussions during the pro-
gramme.

The gathering passed a resolution urging the gov-
ernments of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, along with

HT Correspondent

Lawyer’s

In four
wheeler car

HT Correspondent
MORIGAON, April 21: Sensation
prevailed after the body of a lawyer
was recovered from inside a four-
wheeler in Morigaon on Monday
evening.

The deceased was identified as
Dip Kumar Saikia, a senior advocate
and member of the Morigaon Bar
Association, a resident of Sankardev
Nagar in the town. The vehicle bear-
ing registration number AS 21 H
3671 was found parked for a long
time with the lawyer seated in the
driver’s seat.

It is reported that the lawyer did
not respond to phone calls from his
wife after leaving the Morigaon
court. Meanwhile, pedestrians pass-
ing by noticed that he was slumped
over the steering wheel and immedi-
ately informed the police.

Police rushed to the spot and sent
him to Morigaon Civil Hospital,
where doctors declared him dead due
to cardiac arrest.

The deceased lawyer is survived
by his wife, a young daughter and a
host of relatives. He was 55.

His untimely death has cast a pall
of gloom over the entire town. Mem-
bers of the Morigaon Bar Associa-
tion expressed deep condolences
over his sudden demise.

SIVASAGAR, April 21: The 502nd birth anniversary
celebration of Birangana Sati Sadhani, the legendary
queen of the Chutia Empire was held on Tuesday with
grandeur, drawing around 120 participants from vari-
ous parts of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh at the his-
toric Bhishmak Nagar in Lower Dibang Valley,
Arunachal Pradesh.

Organised by Chutia Yuba Sanmilan Assam
(CYSA), the event was led by General Secretary
Palash Hazarika, Finance Secretary Mukut Shaiki and
Education Secretary Victor Khanikor. Participants at

the Archaeological Department to protect and preserve
the invaluable heritage sites of the Chutia Empire in
Arunachal Pradesh.

In a parallel observance at Tinsukia, the Tinsukia
District Committee, under Acting President
Shashanka Shaikia and Secretary Tikendrajit Shaikia,
lit 502 lanterns at the historic Padum Pukhuri in mem-
ory of Sati Sadhani. In Pratima Nagar in Sadiya, the
occasion was also observed, symbolising the enduring
spirit of Sadhani’s valour.

The celebrations highlighted the Chutia commu-
nity’s commitment to safeguarding their rich cultural
and historical roots, as stated by Victor Khanikar.

Kokrajhar school celebrates 100%
body rescued  pass result with grand programme

KO
lead

HT Correspondent
KRAJHAR, April 21: The Brahma Baba Techno School, a
ing privately managed English-medium school in Kokrajhar

town has come out with flying colours, achieving 100 per cent
academic excellence in the recently declared CBSE Class X final
examination 2026.

The school has received huge applause from citizens follow-
ing the demonstrated academic excellence by securing an im-
pressive performance in the Class 10 final examination for the
academic year 2025-2026.

According to official reports, a total of 28 students from the
school appeared in the examination and all of them successfully
passed, achieving a remarkable 100 per cent result. Out of the
total candidates, 24 students secured first division, three students
obtained second division and one student passed in third divi-
sion. The outstanding performance has brought pride and recog-
nition not only to the school but also to parents, guardians and
the teaching fraternity.

To celebrate this achievement, the school authorities organ-
ized a grand felicitation programme at the school auditorium
on Tuesday. The event witnessed a gathering of students, par-
ents, teachers and well-wishers, creating an atmosphere of

Joy

and pride.

E-AUCTION PROGRAMME FOR THE MONTH
OF APRIL/2026 OF TINSUKIA DIVISION

un

The e-auction programme for sale of Railway Scrap materials

Aprill2026 is hereby fixed as under:-

der the jurisdiction of Tinsukia Division for the month of

SN

MONTH Additional Date Fixed

1

29-04-2026 For Tinsukia Division &

APRIL/2026
28-04-2026 For GSD Dibrugarh

(www.ireps.gov.in) for registration, training, participation in
e-auction.

Interested bidders are advised to bid through IREPS website

Dy. Chief Materials Manager/Depot, Dibrugarh
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Love is when you meet someone who tells you
something new about yourself.- Andre Breton

' World Economic
Forum report

s the growth strategies that powered the global
Aeconomy over the past three decades lose rele-

vance, a new World Economic Forum report re-
leased on April 15 calls for a renewed blueprint to
navigate a rapidly evolving landscape shaped by Al,
geostrategic competition, rising debt and inequality, and
mounting environmental and demographic pressures. The
report draws on two years of dialogue with nearly 200
global business leaders, policy-makers and experts, and a
survey of more than 11,000 executives worldwide. Across
four major areas of economic policy, Growth in the New
Economy: Towards a Blueprint identifies key “no-regret”
strategies and open dilemmas for governments and busi-
nesses that will define economic policy in the coming
decade:Technology, productivity and human capital: Sus-
tained growth in the new economy will depend on
strengthening productivity and human capital as technol-
ogy and knowledge become central to value creation.
Govts and businesses must navigate between different
approaches to translating innovation into new sources
of growth and ensuring its benefits are widely shared,
pursuing coordinated or competition-led approaches to
harness technology and prioritize redistribution or mo-
bility-based strategies for economic inclusion.

Global cooperation and domestic capacity: Leverag-
ing comparative advantage and diversification remain
“no-regret” strategies that may enable expansion of
economic opportunity and resilience. Yet, governments
and businesses will need to balance global engagement
with stronger domestic capacity, navigating between
self-reliance and global integration strategies. Business
environment and the role of government: In the new
economy, reinforcing the fundamentals of economic
policy — including credible institutions, high-quality in-
frastructure and macroeconomic stability — and
strengthening multi-stakeholder alignment continue to
be winning strategies. The role of government in eco-
nomic transformation can range from minimal to more
expansive, while policy-makers face hard choices to
manage debt levels, shifting between greater fiscal pru-
dence and forms of financial repression. Information
technology services, advanced manufacturing, health
and healthcare, and accommodation and leisure sectors
are expected to drive growth over the next five years,
with Asia, Europe and North America as key hotspots.
Latin America and the Caribbean will see opportunities
in the agriculture, mining and metals sectors.

Sustainability and economic policy: Focusing on the
economic and societal benefits of green transition
strategies is essential to unlocking long-term prosperity
and resilience. Critical dilemmas around how to man-
age the costs and trade-offs of greener growth persist, with
decision-makers navigating a range of investment-led and
cost-led strategies. Demographic shifts and geoeconomic
fragmentation are expected to create divergent growth tra-
jectories, with ageing populations slowing growth in East-
ern Asia and Europe, and younger populations
supporting growth in the Middle East and North Aftrica,
and Sub-Saharan Africa.

he alarming situation that the en-

I tire world is facing today due to
the loss of nature’s balance is no
longer just a concern for environmen-
talists or scientists; it has become a
grave crisis for the very existence of
humankind. The quality of air, water,
and soil is deteriorating at an unprece-
dented rate, and its direct impact is
being felt on our daily lives, health, and
the overall global economy. The need
to build a pollution-free world is no
longer merely a moral respon-
sibility or an ideal confined to
the pages of books; it has now
become the only means of sur-
vival. The comforts and mod-

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

rise in PM2.5 levels has
made daily life extremely
difficult for residents.
This increase in air pollu-
tion has reduced the aver-
age life expectancy of an
Indian citizen by several
years, surpassing the
damage caused by mal-
nutrition or contaminated
water. Not only air pollu-
tion, but the condition of
oceans and rivers
is equally dis-
tressing and criti-
cal. Industrial
waste, plastics,

ern technologies that we are
excessively using today are exacting a definite
and severe price in the form of environmental
destruction. Rapid industrialization, uncon-
trolled use of vehicles, continuous production
of non-biodegradable materials like plastic, and
ruthless deforestation have drastically altered
the natural state of the Earth. As a result of
these irreversible changes, global warming, ab-
normal climate change, and pollution-related
premature deaths have increased at an alarming
rate. Merely becoming emotional about nature
or posting a few lines on social media will not
solve this deep-rooted problem; rather, it is es-
sential to analyze it rationally, scientifically,
and from a practical perspective to find a last-
ing solution. This environmental degradation
did not occur overnight; it is the result of long-
term human negligence, selfishness, and profit-
driven activities. Therefore, to truly realize the
concept of a pollution-free Earth, there must be
a fundamental and strict transformation not only
in our daily lifestyles but also in national, govern-
mental, and global policies. Environmental ac-
countability must be ensured behind every
industrial and technological decision, and every
individual in society must clearly define their
stance. Ignoring the problem or blaming the gov-
ernment or others will never secure our future or
that of the next generation, because pollution does
not discriminate based on geographical bound-
aries, religion, or economic status. Accepting
this harsh reality with humility and taking im-
mediate, effective, and strict action has become
the most urgent necessity of our time.

Recent research, credible reports, and scien-
tific data have painted a frightening and dis-
heartening picture of global pollution, clearly
demonstrating how severe and uncontrolled the
situation has become. For instance, according
to the latest 2025-2026 data from IQAir, a
Swiss air quality technology company, and the
Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air,
air pollution has emerged as one of the biggest
health threats not only in India but across the
world. These reports indicate that India is
among the most polluted countries globally,
and nearly 100 percent of its population is
forced to breathe air that exceeds the safe limits
prescribed by the World Health Organization
(i.e., more than 5 micrograms per cubic meter).
Particularly in Delhi and the National Capital
Region, the situation has become so severe that
not a single day of completely healthy air qual-
ity was recorded last year. In regions such as
Loni, Ghaziabad, and Begusarai, the abnormal

and chemical sub-
stances used in agriculture are continuously
being discharged into water bodies, turning
most rivers and marine ecosystems into vast
drains. This pollution has caused severe dam-
age to marine life, fish populations, and coral
reefs, thereby weakening the Earth’s overall
climate regulation system. These statistics are
not just numbers written on paper; they are liv-
ing evidence of our collective failure and a
stark warning for the future of humanity. If we
continue to ignore these scientific facts and re-
main indifferent, the human race will soon have
to pay an unavoidable and severe price, where
survival itself may become a struggle.

According to the recently published Global
Carbon Budget 2025 report, global carbon
dioxide emissions from fossil fuels have in-
creased by 1.1 percent compared to previous
levels, reaching a record of approximately 38.1
billion tons. When emissions from land-use
changes and deforestation are included, the
total rises to around 42.2 billion tons. This ex-
cessive and uncontrolled carbon emission has
significantly increased the concentration of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, leading to
an uncontrollable rise in global temperatures.
The atmospheric concentration of carbon diox-
ide has now reached approximately 425.7 ppm,
which is more than 52 percent higher than pre-
industrial levels. These figures clearly indicate
that the carbon budget required to limit global
warming within 1.5 degrees Celsius is nearly
exhausted. Major economic powers such as
China, the United States, and India are key con-
tributors to global emissions. The excessive
and unplanned use of fossil fuels like coal, oil,
and natural gas has raised the Earth’s tempera-
ture to such a dangerous level that polar ice
caps are melting rapidly, causing abnormal sea-
level rise. Consequently, coastal regions and is-
land nations face a serious risk of submergence
in the near future. These scientific findings
clearly establish that strict, scientific, and ef-
fective measures must be implemented imme-
diately to reduce carbon emissions alongside
economic development; otherwise, the Earth’s
climate system and ecosystem will collapse en-
tirely. Any development that ignores environ-
mental protection is essentially a form of
long-term self-destruction.

The impact of pollution is not confined to ex-
ternal environmental changes; it has deeply af-
fected the internal functioning of the human
body, immunity, and even genetic structure.
Medical research has repeatedly shown that

fine particulate matter like PM2.5 can penetrate
the lungs and directly enter the bloodstream,
damaging vital organs. This has led to a sharp
increase in heart failure, strokes, respiratory
diseases such as asthma, and various types of
cancer. In pregnant women, exposure to pol-
luted air and water has been found to hinder the
physical and mental development of the fetus,
resulting in weaker future generations. Water
pollution is equally dangerous, as daily con-
sumption of water contaminated with industrial
waste and heavy metals like arsenic, mercury,
and lead has led to a rise in severe kidney and
liver diseases. Similarly, excessive use of
chemical fertilizers and pesticides in agricul-
ture has destroyed soil fertility and made our
daily food toxic. The consumption of such con-
taminated food has gradually weakened human
immunity and given rise to new diseases. This
growing health crisis not only claims lives but
also places immense pressure on the healthcare
system and the national economy. Funds that
should have been allocated for infrastructure
development, poverty eradication, or education
are now being spent on treating pollution-re-
lated illnesses. Therefore, the dream of eco-
nomic progress driven solely by industrial
growth is nothing more than an illusion. True
and sustainable development is only possible
when a nation’s citizens are healthy and pro-
ductive. Recognizing this reality, it is impera-
tive to adopt a sustainable and health-oriented
development model without delay.

In controlling pollution and protecting the
environment, the role of governments, policy-
makers, and large industries is of utmost im-
portance, as no large-scale change is possible
without strict laws and effective policies. Al-
though initiatives like India’s National Clean
Air Programme have been introduced, actual
data suggests that their full and effective im-
plementation is still far from reality. Policies
must not remain confined to paper; their strict
and unbiased execution along with continuous
monitoring must be ensured. International cli-
mate commitments should not be treated as
diplomatic formalities but must be imple-
mented with genuine intent. Governments must
invest heavily in renewable energy infrastruc-
ture such as solar and wind power while grad-
ually reducing dependence on fossil fuels.
Industries must be subjected to strict emission
limits, and violations should be met with strin-

gent penalties without political compromise. In
agriculture, excessive use of chemical fertiliz-
ers and pesticides must be controlled, and or-
ganic farming practices should be promoted.
Urban planning must prioritize green spaces
and scientific waste management systems in-
stead of unchecked construction. Environmen-
tal awareness must be deeply integrated into
the education system from primary to univer-
sity levels as a practical and essential subject.
A nation that fails to protect its forests, rivers,
and atmosphere cannot sustain its economic
progress in the long run. Therefore, environ-
mental protection must be treated as an integral
part of nation-building, backed by strong polit-
ical will, and strict action must be taken against
environmental offenders.

The responsibility of protecting the environ-
ment cannot be shifted entirely to governments
or international organizations; every individual
must act as a responsible citizen. As con-
sumers, our daily choices directly or indirectly
impact the environment. Avoiding plastic, pro-
moting reusable materials, and reducing energy
wastage must become our basic duties. The less
waste we generate, the lower the level of pol-
lution in society. Using public transportation
instead of private vehicles, adopting cycling, or
switching to electric vehicles are effective ways
to reduce carbon emissions. Conserving elec-
tricity at home and planting trees in our sur-
roundings are essential responsibilities.
Although these actions may seem simple, their
collective impact can bring significant positive
change when practiced by millions. It must be
clearly understood that the fight against pollu-
tion is not limited to any country or commu-
nity; it is a collective struggle for survival. The
environment we live in today is a precious
legacy left by our ancestors, and preserving it
for future generations is our moral obligation.
Development that destroys nature or reduces
human life expectancy is not desirable. What
we need is a system where humans and nature
coexist in a balanced and sustainable manner.
This issue must be addressed not with emo-
tional sentiment but with a scientific, rational,
and practical approach. Time is extremely lim-
ited; to match the rapid pace of climate change,
we must act decisively and swiftly. If we fail to
correct our mistakes in time and move towards
building a greener and safer Earth, nature will
not forgive us in the future.

The Guardrail of consensus: Why
the 131t amendment fell short

131st Amendment Bill in 2026 marks a

rare moment where the heavy machinery
of'a dominant central government hit a wall of
its own making. For months, the air had been
thick with the scent of an impending political
earthquake, one that threatened to redraw the
very lines of Indian democracy. But when the
dust settled on the floor of the Lok Sabha, the
numbers told a story that no amount of verbal
maneuvering could mask. The government
found itself short of the mandatory two-thirds
majority, falling sixty votes shy of the threshold
needed to fundamentally alter the representative
landscape of the nation. It is a moment of pro-
found significance because it serves as a re-
minder that our constitutional safeguards are
not just ink on old parchment; they are active
barriers against the whims of any single politi-
cal entity that tries to move too fast without tak-
ing the whole country along for the ride.

The failure of this Bill was essentially a fore-
gone conclusion for anyone
who actually read the fine
print instead of just listening
to the speeches. The math was
simple but the implications

The crushing defeat of the Constitution

By: Satyabrat Borah

balance of power even more heavily toward the
Hindi heartland.

One of the most baftling aspects of this entire
episode was the timing. The 2026-27 Census is
already under way. Why was there such a fran-
tic rush to push through a massive constitutional
change based on old data when new, accurate
figures are just around the corner? This haste
gave the impression of a government trying to
lock in a political advantage before the full re-
ality of modern Indian demographics could be
officially recorded.

Adding to the confusion was the decision to
link the widely supported issue of women’s
reservation to this messy delimitation process.
There is a broad, all-party consensus on giving
women their due share in legislative bodies. By
tying it to a controversial seat-redrawing exer-
cise, the government used a popular cause as a
shield for a much more divisive agenda. This
smoke-and-mirrors tactic was a transparent at-
tempt to divide the opposition, making a mock-
ery of the parliamentary
process and treating a serious
constitutional change like a
game of tactical chess.

The unity shown by the

were heavy. Out of five hun-

dred and twenty-eight members present and
voting, two hundred and ninety-eight supported
the move while two hundred and thirty stood
firmly against it. To cross the finish line, the
government needed three hundred and fifty-two
votes. This gap represents more than just a leg-
islative loss; it represents a fundamental lack of
trust in the government’s approach to the sen-
sitive issue of delimitation. When the Bill col-
lapsed, it took the companion Delimitation Bill
and the Union Territories Laws Amendment
Bill down with it. The government was forced
to shelve the entire package, admitting that
these pieces of legislation could not exist in iso-
lation. This admission itself reveals the inter-
twined nature of the trap the government had
tried to set.

At the heart of the storm was the controver-
sial plan to expand the Lok Sabha to eight hun-
dred and sixteen members. On the surface, an
increase in seats sounds like a logical response
to a growing population. But the devil stayed
hidden in the details of how those seats would
be distributed. The Home Minister attempted to
soothe frayed nerves with a verbal guarantee,
suggesting that southern states would see their
presence increase in the same proportion as
their current share. He even went so far as to
offer a one-hour adjournment to redraft the Bill
with a uniform fifty percent increase for every
state as an official amendment. But the opposi-
tion was right to ask why this supposedly fair
intent was missing from the actual text of the
Bill in the first place.

The language presented to the House clearly
mandated that delimitation proceed on the basis
of the latest Census, which currently means the
2011 data. This path would have inevitably pun-
ished states in the south, east, and northeast for
their success in population control, shifting the

INDIA bloc during this vote
was a significant turning point. Parties that
often find themselves at odds on regional is-
sues, such as the Congress, the Samajwadi
Party, the Trinamool Congress, the Left, and the
DMK, managed to find common ground. They
saw through the promises and focused on the
text of the law. Their floor coordination was a
masterclass in how a focused opposition can act
as a check on executive overreach. On the other
side of the aisle, the behavior of the Telugu
Desam Party and the AIADMK was strikingly
naive. Both parties spoke in favor of the Bill,
seemingly swayed by verbal assurances while
ignoring the fact that their own states stood to
lose significant influence. Under the Bill’s own
terms, Andhra Pradesh would have lost five
seats and Tamil Nadu would have lost eleven.
To trust a spoken promise over a written leg-
islative mandate is a dangerous way to conduct
politics, especially when the future of a region’s
representation is on the line.

This defeat provides a much-needed moment
of reflection for the ruling establishment. The
strategy of ramming through structural changes
without building a genuine consensus has
reached its limit. The path forward is now dic-
tated by the very constitutional rules the gov-
ernment tried to bypass. It must now wait for
the 2026-27 Census to reach its conclusion.

Once the data is in, the proper route involves
referring the questions of delimitation and Lok
Sabha expansion to a parliamentary committee.
This is how democracy is supposed to function
through deliberation, debate, and the seeking of
a broad agreement that spans across geographic
and political divides. The two-thirds threshold
for constitutional amendments is a deliberate
hurdle designed to ensure that no single party
can rewrite the rules of the game to suit its own
interests. Today, that hurdle did exactly what the

founders of the Republic intended it to do.

The narrative of a “ramrod approach” failing
is a lesson in the limits of political will. While
the government may have the numbers for or-
dinary legislation, the Constitution demands a
higher level of cooperation for things that
touch the soul of the federal structure. By try-
ing to rush the process, the government actu-
ally delayed the progress of women’s
reservation, a goal that everyone claims to
want. The lesson here is that transparency is
not an optional extra in a democracys; it is the
foundation of trust. If the government truly
intended for a proportional increase in seats
that protected the interests of all states, that
should have been the first sentence of the
Bill, not a desperate offer made during a floor
debate to save a sinking ship.

The focus must return to a fair and data-dri-
ven process. The demographic shifts in India
are real and they present a complex challenge
for representation. Southern states have in-
vested decades in education, healthcare, and
family planning, contributing significantly to
the nation’s economic progress. To diminish
their political voice as a reward for their success
would be a historic injustice. Any expansion of
the Parliament must balance the need for popu-
lation-based representation with the need to
maintain the federal equilibrium. This balance
cannot be achieved through clever wording or
verbal guarantees in a heated house. It requires
a slow, methodical, and inclusive dialogue that
respects the diversity of the Indian union.

The collapse of the 131st Amendment Bill is
a victory for the spirit of federalism. It shows
that the states are not merely administrative
units to be moved around on a map but are the
constituent pillars of the nation. The govern-
ment’s attempt to use “smoke and mirrors”
failed because the reality of the numbers was
too stark to ignore. Moving forward, the only
viable way to implement such far-reaching
changes is to abandon the politics of confusion
and embrace the politics of consensus. The
Constitution is a living document, but it is also
a protective one. It protects the minority from
the majority and the periphery from the center.
Today, those protections stood firm, ensuring
that the future of Indian representation will be
decided by the people’s actual numbers and
their collective will, rather than by a hurried
legislative maneuver.

The journey toward a larger Parliament and
a more inclusive one that features women in
their rightful place continues, but it must now
take the long and honest road. The shortcut was
blocked, and for the health of Indian democ-
racy, that is exactly what needed to happen. The
government should take this chastening experi-
ence as an opportunity to reset its relationship
with the opposition and the states. By doing so,
it can turn a legislative defeat into a democratic
victory, building a future where every part of
India feels seen, heard, and fairly represented
in the halls of power. The era of the ramrod ap-
proach has met its end at the gates of the Con-
stitution, and the country is better for it.

Student suicides: Burden of dreams
or failure of the education system?

he recent incidents at the
TNational Institute of Tech-

nology, Kurukshetra—
where four students died by
suicide within just two months—
are not merely a tragedy of a single
institution. They represent a pro-
found indictment of Indian society
as a whole, of our education sys-
tem, and of our collective insensi-
tivity. These events compel us to
ask: what circumstances push
some of the nation’s brightest
young minds to give up on life? No
student who has en-
dured intense compe-
tition to reach such
prestigious  institu-
tions chooses death

By: Lalit Gargg

children are conditioned to believe
that life’s sole purpose is to suc-
ceed in competitive examinations.
Parents invest beyond their
means—sending  children  to
coaching centers, taking loans, and
projecting their unfulfilled aspira-
tions onto them. Under this im-
mense burden, children begin to
see themselves not as individuals,
but as “projects.” When that proj-
ect fails, they feel their very exis-
tence has lost meaning. The
structure of our education system
also contributes sig-
nificantly to this cri-
sis. It  imparts
knowledge, but fails
to teach the art of

lightly. Such a deci-

sion emerges only when darkness
seems to surround them from
every direction. This darkness is
not merely personal—it is the cu-
mulative outcome of social, famil-
ial, and institutional failures. The
pressing question remains: are
these suicides the result of the un-
bearable burden of dreams, or the
failure of the system?

Today’s youth, often described
as the future of India, are under un-
precedented psychological pres-
sure—crushed beneath
competition and expectations. In
education hubs like Kota, dozens
of students die by suicide every
year. These tragedies are often re-
duced to statistics, yet behind
every number lies a living dream,
a struggling family, and shattered
hopes. Rising cases in cities such
as Kota, Delhi, Hyderabad, and
Chennai clearly signal deep-rooted
flaws within our education system.
This is not merely academic pres-
sure—it is a crisis of mindset,
where success is equated with life
itself, and failure with its end. Ac-
cording to data presented by the
Ministry of Education in Parlia-
ment, 98 students died by suicide
in higher educational institutions
between 2018 and 2023. The high-
est number of cases occurred in
premier institutions such as the
IITs, followed by NITs and central
universities. These figures chal-
lenge the myth that only academi-
cally weak students suffer from
mental stress. In reality, it is often
the most talented and sensitive stu-
dents who experience the greatest
pressure—driven by high self-ex-
pectations and an inability to ac-
cept failure.

The problem is not limited to in-
stitutions alone. It also lies in a so-
cial mindset that defines success in
narrow terms. From an early age,

living. Students are
taught how to solve mathematical
equations, but not how to cope
with life’s challenges. They mem-
orize laws of physics, but are not
guided on maintaining emotional
balance. Consequently, when con-
fronted with real-life difficulties,
they often break down.

Equally concerning is the chang-
ing nature of the teacher-student
relationship. Earlier, teachers were
not just educators but mentors and
guardians. Today, this relationship
has become largely formal. Many
educators confine their role to
completing the syllabus, rarely en-
gaging with students’ emotional
struggles or mental health con-
cerns. This growing distance deep-
ens students’ sense of isolation. It
is paradoxical that a country
known globally for its philosophy
of balanced living and non-vio-
lence is witnessing a rise in such
self-destructive tendencies within
its educational institutions. These
disturbing incidents have raised se-
rious concerns among policymak-
ers and society alike. While there
is growing awareness, the question
remains: will there be meaningful
action?

There is an urgent need for
structural reforms in higher educa-
tional institutions to reduce student
stress. Institutions must establish
systems that actively engage with
distressed students—offering con-
tinuous support, fostering hope,
and promoting positivity. Perma-
nent counseling frameworks, in-
volving trained psychologists and
mental health experts, should be an
integral part of campus life. The
demand by Rajya Sabha MP John
Brittas for government interven-
tion is a welcome step. However,
forming committees alone cannot
resolve the crisis. Committees may
submit reports, but they cannot

bring back lost lives. What is re-
quired is a deeper engagement
with the root causes and the imple-
mentation of long-term, sustain-
able solutions.

It would also be inadequate to
view rising student suicides solely
as a mental health issue. This is a
broader societal crisis involving
education systems, family struc-
tures, social expectations, and in-
dividual psychology. We must
acknowledge that we live in a so-
ciety where the blind race for suc-
cess has overshadowed human
sensitivity. Everyone aspires to
move ahead, but few pause to con-
sider those left behind. The solu-
tion cannot be limited to policy
changes; it requires a social move-
ment. First and foremost, we must
redefine the purpose of education.
It should not merely aim at em-
ployment, but at building balanced
and resilient individuals. Mental
health education must become an
essential part of academic curric-
ula. Students must be taught that
failure is not the end of life, but the
beginning of a new journey.

Secondly, parents must trans-
form their approach. They must re-
alize that their children are more
important than their achievements.
Instead of burdening them with ex-
pectations, they should encourage
them to discover and pursue their
own aspirations.

Thirdly, educational institutions
must take greater responsibility.
They should focus not only on ac-
ademic excellence but also on stu-
dents’ emotional and
psychological well-being. Every
institution must have a robust
counseling system where students
can freely share their concerns.
Teachers, too, should be trained to
identify behavioral changes and in-
tervene at the right time. Finally,
society as a whole must rediscover
its sensitivity. We must understand
that every life is invaluable—far
more precious than any measure of
success. We need to create an en-
vironment where young people can
pursue their dreams without fear,
and where even failure is met with
dignity.

If we fail to act decisively, this
crisis will only deepen. Every sui-
cide is not just the loss of an indi-
vidual, but a reflection of societal
failure. The time has come to ac-
knowledge this failure and work
collectively to address it. Only
then can we steer our youth away
from this tragic path and guide
them toward a brighter, more
hopeful future.
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The gender guota and the federal balance

By: Satyabrat Borah

he intersection of gender

justice and federal represen-

tation in India has rarely
been as fraught with tension as it is
in the current legislative moment.
With the convening of a special
Parliament sitting to discuss the
Constitution (131st Amendment)
Bill of 2026 alongside a new De-
limitation Bill, the Union govern-
ment is presenting a vision for the
future that is as much about the
mechanics of power as it is about
the empowerment of women. On the
surface, the move seeks to finally
operationalize the Nari Shakti Van-
dan Adhiniyam, the landmark 106th
Amendment of 2023 that promised a
one third reservation for women in
the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.
While that promise was met with
broad public approval, the fine print
contained a significant caveat: the
reservation would only take effect
after a fresh Census was conducted
and a subsequent delimitation ex-
ercise was completed. This cou-
pling of women’s rights with the
redrawing of electoral boundaries
has created a political landscape
where the aspirations of half the
population are being used as a ve-
hicle for a radical transformation
of India’s parliamentary map.

The timing of these develop-
ments is not accidental. For years,
the decennial Census, a corner-
stone of Indian administration
since the late nineteenth century,
remained in a state of unprece-
dented limbo. Originally sched-
uled for 2021, the exercise was
pushed back repeatedly. While the
initial delays were attributed to the
global health crisis of COVID-19,
the reasons for the continued post-
ponement through 2022, 2023, and
2024 remained notably vague. The
government eventually signaled
that the Census would finally com-
mence in 2026. This specific date
is the key that unlocks the broader
strategy at play. According to the
existing constitutional framework,
the freeze on the number of seats
allocated to each State in the Lok
Sabha was tied to the 1971 Census
figures. That freeze was intended
to last until the first Census con-
ducted after the year 2026. If the
Census had been held on its regu-
lar schedule in 2021, the subse-
quent delimitation would have had
to wait for the 2031 data. By shift-
ing the Census to 2026, the gov-
ernment has effectively bypassed a
decade of waiting, bringing the
prospect of a massive seat reallo-
cation into the immediate future.

This legislative bundling sug-
gests that the noble cause of
women’s reservation is acting as a
palatable front for a much more
controversial process. Delimitation
is not merely a technical adjust-
ment of boundaries to account for
population growth. In the Indian
context, it is a high stakes rebal-
ancing of federal power. Since the
1970s, different regions of India
have followed vastly different de-
mographic trajectories. The south-
ern and some western States have
been remarkably successful in im-

Keep hyderated this summer

By: Shahnaz Husain

oes your skin feel tight, dull,

or rough with the arrival of

summer? That’s often a sign
your skin is losing moisture faster
than it can retain it.

Heat, sun exposure, and long hours
in air-conditioned spaces can quietly
dehydrate the skin, affecting its tex-
ture and natural glow.

Dehydration leads to flakiness,
wrinkles, itching, and skin infections.
The tricky part is that your skin can
look oily even when it’s dehydrated
underneath. Dehydration can affect
many bodily processes, including di-
gestion, immune system support, and
temperature regulation.

Dehydration isn’t just about feeling
thirsty — it can affect your mood,
focus, skin, and vital organ functions.
The key to avoiding it lies in knowing
how to hydrate your body consis-
tently, especially when the tempera-
ture soars. Thirst is often a late
indicator of dehydration.

Listen to your body - if you’re feel-
ing thirsty or sluggish, you might al-
ready be running low on hydration.
Mild fluid loss can mess with how
you feel. There’s no magic number
when it comes to how much water you
need daily - it all depends on your ac-
tivity level, health conditions, height,
weight, gender, and other factors. Ex-
perts recommend drinking 8-10
glasses of water daily for healthy
adults.

Pregnant women should drink 10
glasses of water daily, and breastfeed-
ing women should drink 12 glasses.
Kids and teens should drink 6 to 8
cups of water a day.

Drink a glass of water every 2 hours
to maintain hydration.

Most people should drink water, not
sports drinks, during their workouts.
Sports drinks may be useful for peo-
ple doing intense exercise for a long
time, especially if they’re sweating a
lot. But for non-athletes, sports drinks
are simply another sugary beverage.

plementing family planning and
population control measures, often
in line with Union government di-
rectives. These States have also
seen significant gains in education,
healthcare, and economic produc-
tivity. Conversely, many States in
the northern heartland have seen
their populations continue to grow
at a much higher rate. If the Lok
Sabha seats are redistributed
strictly according to current popu-
lation figures, the northern States
stand to gain a massive number of
representatives, while the southern
States will see their relative influ-
ence in the national Parliament di-
minish significantly.

The political implications of this
shift are profound. The ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) finds
its primary strength and electoral
dominance in the northern and
central belts of the country.

By accelerating the delimitation
timeline, the government is mov-
ing toward a parliamentary struc-
ture that inherently favors its own
geographical strongholds. The
southern States, where the BJP has
historically struggled to find a
foothold, view this development
with deep apprehension. They see
a future where their success in so-
cial development is penalized by a
loss of political voice. The concern
is that a Union government with an
overwhelming majority derived
from a specific geographic region
might become less sensitive to the
unique cultural, linguistic, and
economic needs of the rest of the
country. This creates a friction
point where the principle of “one
person, one vote” comes into di-
rect conflict with the principle of
“federal equilibrium.”

Using women’s reservation as
the catalyst for this change adds a
layer of moral complexity to the
debate. No political party wants to
be seen as opposing the empower-
ment of women. By tying the 33
percent quota to the delimitation
process, the government has made
it nearly impossible for the oppo-
sition to contest the latter without
appearing to obstruct the former. It
is a strategic masterstroke that
places the burden of delay on those
who seek to protect the federal sta-
tus quo. If the opposition asks for
the decoupling of the two issues,
they are told that reservation can-
not be implemented fairly without
updated population data. If they
ask for the reservation to be imple-
mented immediately based on cur-
rent seat counts, they are met with
technical and constitutional hur-
dles. The result is a legislative
package that moves forward as a
single, indivisible unit, carrying
with it the potential to reshape the
Indian Republic for generations.

The human element of this tran-
sition is often lost in the talk of seat
counts and constitutional amend-
ments. Representation is about
more than just numbers; it is about
the feeling of belonging to a na-
tional project. For a voter in Tamil
Nadu or Kerala, the prospect of
their State losing relative power in
the Lok Sabha feels like a breach
of the social contract. They have

contributed disproportionately to
the national exchequer and fol-
lowed national policies on popula-
tion, only to find that their reward
is a smaller seat at the table. On the
other hand, a voter in Uttar
Pradesh or Bihar might argue that
their sheer numbers entitle them to
a greater say in how the country is
run, and that denying them that
representation is a violation of
democratic norms. These are not
just legal arguments; they are emo-
tional and cultural ones that touch
on the very identity of the Indian
citizen.

The 131st Amendment Bill of
2026 represents a pivotal moment
where these competing visions of
India collide. The government ar-
gues that it is simply fulfilling a
long-standing promise to the
women of India and that the 2026
Census is a logical administrative
necessity. They frame the move as
an act of decolonizing the admin-
istrative calendar and bringing rep-
resentation in line with modern
realities. The critics see a “reserva-
tion ruse,” a clever way to bypass
the protections that have kept the
Indian union stable for fifty years.
They point out that the 106th
Amendment could have been im-
plemented using the existing 543
seats, with the quota applied to the
current distribution. The insistence
on waiting for a new Census and a
new delimitation is, in their eyes,
proof that the empowerment of
women is being held hostage to a
broader partisan agenda.

The role of the Census in this
drama cannot be overstated. A
Census is meant to be a neutral,
scientific gathering of data that in-
forms policy and resource alloca-
tion. When its timing becomes a
matter of political convenience, the
integrity of the data itself can come
under scrutiny. The delay since
2021 has already left a gap in our
understanding of the country’s
changing needs. From food secu-
rity to urban planning, every aspect
of governance relies on accurate
population figures. By making the
2026 Census the trigger for a con-
troversial seat reallocation, the
government has turned a statistical
exercise into a political lightning
rod. The quality of the data gath-
ered during the 2026-27 period
will be essential, but the shadow of
its political utility will loom large
over the entire process.

As the debate unfolds in Parlia-
ment, the focus will likely remain
on the rhetoric of Nari Shakti, or
woman power. The images of
women leaders celebrating the
quota will be a powerful tool for
the government’s communication
strategy. It is a compelling narra-
tive that resonates with the aspira-
tions of millions of young Indian
women who want to see them-
selves reflected in the halls of
power. This narrative serves to
soften the blow of the more tech-
nical and potentially divisive as-
pects of the Delimitation Bill. It
creates a sense of historical in-
evitability, making any criticism of
the larger package seem like an at-
tempt to turn back the clock on

gender progress.

The federal challenge remains
the most significant hurdle. India
is a union of States, and the stabil-
ity of that union depends on a
sense of fairness between the vari-
ous regions. If the northern States
gain an overwhelming majority in
the Lok Sabha, the incentive for
the Union government to build
consensus across the country
might diminish. We could see a
shift toward a more centralized and
majoritarian form of governance
that prioritizes the interests of the
heartland over the periphery. This
would have implications for every-
thing from GST revenue sharing to
the promotion of languages and the
management of natural resources.
The delicate balance that has al-
lowed India to remain a diverse
and functional democracy is being
tested by this new legislative push.

The 131st Amendment Bill also
raises questions about the internal
dynamics of political parties. Im-
plementing a 33 percent quota for
women will require a massive shift
in how candidates are selected and
how political careers are built. If
this shift happens at the same time
that hundreds of new seats are
being added to the Lok Sabha in
specific regions, the party hierar-
chies will undergo a period of in-
tense volatility. The government
may see this as an opportunity to
refresh the political class and bring
in a new generation of leaders who
are more aligned with its vision.
For the established political fami-
lies and regional power brokers, it
is a moment of existential threat.

The 2026-27 Census will be the
largest administrative undertaking
in the history of the world. Its suc-
cess or failure will define the next
decade of Indian governance. If the
process is seen as transparent and
fair, it could provide the founda-
tion for a more representative and
equitable India. If it is perceived as
a partisan tool, it could deepen the
fault lines that already exist within
the country. The bundling of the
Census, delimitation, and women’s
reservation has ensured that the
stakes could not be higher. Every
citizen has a vested interest in the
outcome, as it will determine not
just who represents them, but how
much their vote is worth in the
grand scheme of national power.

Looking at the broader trajec-
tory of Indian politics, this move
fits into a pattern of bold, transfor-
mative actions that seek to break
with the past. The government
frames its policies as a departure

from the “slow and indecisive”
governance of previous eras. By
moving forward with delimitation
now, they are setting a course for
the next fifty years. They are bet-
ting that the promise of women’s
empowerment will be strong
enough to carry the weight of the
federal restructuring. It is a gamble
that relies on the belief that a more
populous north should naturally
hold the reins of the country, and
that the south will eventually find
a way to adapt to its diminished
legislative role.

The conversation around the
131st Amendment Bill needs to
move beyond the simple binary of
for or against. It is possible to be a
fervent supporter of women’s
reservation while also being
deeply concerned about the timing
and method of delimitation. It is
possible to acknowledge the need
for an updated Census while ques-
tioning why it was delayed until it
could serve a specific political pur-
pose. These are the nuances that a
healthy democracy must navigate.
The rush to pass the bills as a sin-
gle package avoids this nuanced
discussion and forces a choice that
many find uncomfortable.

The impact on the southern
States is perhaps the most critical
long term concern. These States
have been the engines of India’s
economic growth and social
progress. If they feel marginalized
by the new parliamentary arith-
metic, it could lead to a sense of
alienation that is difficult to heal.
The federal compact is not just a
legal document; it is a promise of
mutual respect and shared prosper-
ity. If that promise is seen to be
broken, the consequences could
manifest in ways that are hard to
predict today. From demands for
greater financial autonomy to more
intense regionalism, the ripples of
this seat reallocation will be felt far
beyond the halls of Parliament.

The women of India deserve a
seat at the table. Their entry into
the Lok Sabha and Assemblies in
greater numbers will undoubtedly
bring new perspectives and priori-
ties to the national discourse. Is-
sues like childcare, maternal
health, workplace safety, and gen-
der based violence might finally
receive the attention they deserve.
This is a goal that is worth pursu-
ing with vigor. The tragedy of the
current situation is that this goal
has been entangled with a process
that risks dividing the country
along regional lines. Instead of
being a moment of national unity

and celebration, the implementa-
tion of women’s reservation has
become a source of suspicion and
debate. As the 2026 Parliament sit-
ting progresses, the nation will be
watching to see how these tensions
are managed. Will there be room
for compromise? Could the
women’s reservation be unlinked
from the delimitation process to
allow for immediate implementa-
tion? Or will the government use
its majority to push through the en-
tire packade, setting the stage for a
new era of northern dominance?
These are the questions that will de-
fine the political atmosphere for the
next several years. The 131st
Amendment Bill is more than just a
change to the Constitution; it is a
blueprint for a different kind of
India.

The humanized reality of this
policy is that millions of women
are waiting for a chance to lead,
while millions of citizens in the
south are worried about their fu-
ture voice. These two realities are
being forced together in a way that
makes it difficult to address one
without affecting the other. The
“reservation ruse” mentioned by
critics captures this sense of a dou-
ble edged sword. The light of
progress in gender representation
is being cast in a way that creates
a shadow over federal representa-
tion. Navigating this path requires
a level of statesmanship that prior-
itizes national cohesion over short
term electoral gain.

The story of the 131st Amend-
ment Bill and the companion De-
limitation Bill is a story about the
soul of Indian democracy. It is
about how a country of over a bil-
lion people decides to divide
power and responsibility. It is
about whether we can honor the
achievements of the states that
have progressed while also re-
specting the numbers of the states
that are still growing. And it is
about whether the empowerment of
women can be a standalone victory
or if it must always be part of a
larger, more complicated political
bargain. As the 2026 Census ap-
proaches and the new legislative
framework takes shape, the answers
to these questions will become clear.
The path we choose today will echo
through the decades, shaping the
life of every Indian.

The government’s decision to
move the Census to 2026-27 is a
masterclass in administrative tim-
ing. It effectively resets the clock,
making the 2031 Census irrelevant
for the current round of delimita-
tion. This move allows the BJP to
leverage its current strength to lock
in a favorable parliamentary struc-
ture before any potential shifts in
the political winds. For the ruling
party, it is a logical and strategic
move to ensure their vision for the
country remains dominant. For the
opposition and the southern States,
it is a move that feels like a breach
of faith. The lack of a clear expla-
nation for the five year delay in the
Census only adds to the sense that
the schedule was manipulated for
political ends.

Tthe success of the Nari Shakti

Vandan Adhiniyam will be judged
not just by the number of women
who enter Parliament, but by the
health of the democracy they enter.
If they enter a Parliament that is
deeply divided along regional lines
and where the federal balance has
been tilted, their ability to effect
change may be hampered by
broader political instability. A truly
empowered woman in leadership
needs a stable and fair system to
work within. By tying reservation
to a contentious delimitation, the
government may be handing
women a seat at a table that is al-
ready starting to crack under the
pressure of regional resentment.

The journey toward 2026 and
beyond will be one of the most sig-
nificant periods in India’s post-in-
dependence history. The
combination of a new Census, a
major seat reallocation, and the in-
troduction of a gender quota repre-
sents a complete overhaul of the
electoral system. It is a moment of
great risk and great potential. The
challenge for the people of India is
to ensure that the quest for a more
representative Parliament does not
come at the cost of national unity.
We must find a way to empower
women and respect the demo-
graphic realities of the north with-
out silencing the successful and
vibrant voices of the south. This is
the task that lies before us, and the
131st Amendment Bill is just the
beginning of that long and difficult
conversation.

The focus on the year 2026 as
the threshold for change has cre-
ated a sense of urgency. The gov-
ernment is moving with a speed
that suggests they want to finalize
these changes before the next gen-
eral election. This haste can be
seen as a sign of confidence, but it
can also be interpreted as a desire
to bypass the deep and sustained
public debate that such a funda-
mental change deserves. A trans-
formation of this magnitude should
ideally be the result of a national
consensus, not just a legislative
maneuver. The human impact of
these changes will be felt in every
village and every city, and the peo-
ple deserve to be part of the con-
versation in a way that goes
beyond just watching the proceed-
ings in Delhi.

The 131st Amendment Bill and
its companion Delimitation Bill
are not just pieces of paper. They
are the instruments through which
the future of India is being written.
Whether that future is one of
greater equality and harmony, or
one of deepened divisions and re-
gional grievances, remains to be
seen. The coming months will be a
test of India’s democratic institu-
tions and its ability to balance the
competing needs of its diverse
population. As the debate rages on,
the hope remains that the spirit of
the Constitution, which seeks to
secure justice, liberty, and equality
for all its citizens, will be the guid-
ing light. The empowerment of
women is a noble goal, and it de-
serves to be achieved in a way that
strengthens, rather than weakens,
the federal fabric of the nation.

Women'’s reservation in parliament:

Water doesn’t have any added sug-
ars or calories in it, which makes it a
great beverage to have throughout the
day.

Adding lime, cucumber, or mint
makes it easier to keep sipping
throughout the day as the flavour en-
courages increased fluid intake com-
pared to plain water.

Infusing water with lemon, lime,
cucumber, and mint is an easy way to
add nutrients and a burst of natural
flavour. It’s also a tasty way to stay
hydrated, support digestion, and pro-
mote alkalinity while adding vitamins,
antioxidants, and a natural cooling ef-
fect. It’s an extra refreshing way to
stay hydrated and a cooling alternative
when it’s too hot to sip on herbal tea.

The hydrating effects of cucumber
mint water contribute to glowing,
healthy. Cucumbers are composed of
approximately 95-96% water, making
them one of nature’s most hydrating
foods.

Cucumbers contain vitamins C and
K, which help reduce skin inflamma-
tion and promote collagen production.

Keep water within reach. Carry a
reusable water bottle everywhere and
use it - refill it often so hydration stays
on your radar.

Water-rich fruits are rich in natural
sugars, fibre, and antioxidants. They
are not only an excellent source of hy-
dration but also protect the body
against damage caused by heat and
sun exposure. Many fruits naturally
contain high amounts of water along
with vitamins, minerals, and antioxi-
dants. Including hydrating summer
fruits such as watermelon (92%),
strawberries  (91%), cantaloupe
(90%), and peaches (89%) not only
provides essential nutrients like vita-
min C, vitamin A, potassium, and an-
tioxidants, helping with hydration,
immunity, and overall energy.

Adding a variety of colourful
water-rich fruits ensures that you get
different nutrients to stay healthy all
season long. Incorporating hydrating
fruits into daily meals just requires

minor dietary changes to add these
fruits to your routine. You may pre-
pare fresh fruit salads for breakfast or
snacks, add fruits to smoothies or yo-
ghurt bowls, and consume chilled fruit
slices during mid-day breaks. Key
strategies include adding berries or ba-
nanas to morning oatmeal/yoghurt,
swapping processed snacks for apples
or citrus, and adding sliced fruit to sal-
ads. Eat whole fruits. However, if you
drink fruit juice, keep your serving to
Y% cup, and be sure it’s labeled 100%.
Skip fruit drinks, punches or fruit
cocktails. They are often loaded with
excess sodium and/or added sugar. Be
sure to take a wide variety of water-
rich fruits with different types and
colours since they offer different nu-
trients. Always keep a good stock of
fresh fruit in your refrigerator so that
you are always prepared to eat health-
ily. Develop a habit of eating two
servings of water-rich fruit daily.

Choose Coconut Water or Natural
Electrolyte Drinks for hydration dur-
ing this summer season.

Electrolytes are minerals that con-
duct an electrical charge when mixed
with water. They help regulate a vari-
ety of your body’s most essential
functions, including nerve signalling,
pH balance, muscle contraction, and
hydration. Coconut water replenishes
lost electrolytes and is a natural alter-
native to energy drinks, making it one
of the top hydration tips for tropical
climates.

Coconut water is best for fluid re-
plenishment after light activity. It of-
fers a hydration boost that performs
somewhere between water and tradi-
tional sports drinks or electrolyte so-
lutions.

Unsweetened coconut water also
contains naturally occurring sugars—
about 7 to 10 grams per cup.

Coconut water, milk, fruit juices,
and smoothies are high in electrolytes.
Drinks with electrolytes may help you
rehydrate after intense exercise, vom-
iting, or diarrhoea. You can also make
your own drink at home.

Constitutional need or political strategy?

By: Dr. Privanka Saurabh
The question of women’s reservation in

Parliament is deeply intertwined with

the development and inclusive nature
of Indian democracy. Since independence, it
has been expected that all sections of society
should receive equal and equitable represen-
tation in democratic institutions, but the re-
ality is that women’s participation has
remained limited for a long time. Against
this backdrop, the 106th Constitutional
Amendment Act, passed in 2023, known as
the Nari Shakti Vandan Act, emerged as a
historic initiative. This Act provides for the
reservation of one-third of the total seats in
the Lok Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies,
and the Delhi Legislative Assembly for
women, including proportionate sub-reser-
vations for women from Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes. This provision was
made by adding new Articles 330A, 332A,
and 334A to the Indian Constitution, which
not only define the scope of reservation but
also determine its duration and implementa-
tion process.

However, the most significant and contro-
versial feature of this Act is that its imple-
mentation is linked to the next census and
the subsequent delimitation process. This
provision has given rise to a significant de-
bate as to whether linking women’s reserva-
tions to delimitation is a true constitutional
requirement or a deliberate political strategy.
The answer to this question is not simple, as
it involves a combination of constitutional
interpretation, political interests, and admin-
istrative feasibility.

From a constitutional perspective, Parlia-
ment has the power to make special provi-
sions for women under Article 15(3).
Furthermore, Articles 82 and 170 provide for
delimitation of seats in the Lok Sabha and
Legislative Assemblies, based on the census.
Article 334A, added to the Nari Shakti Van-
dan Act, specifies that seats reserved for
women will be rotated after each delimita-
tion. This arrangement appears logical at
first glance, as it ensures that the benefits of
reservation reach different regions equally
and are not limited to a single region.

Yet, the question remains whether it was
necessary to necessarily link this entire

process to delimitation. If we look at the
73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments,
implemented at the local body level, reser-
vation for women was implemented imme-
diately, even though the delimitation process
occurred later. This suggests that delimita-
tion is not a mandatory condition for imple-
menting women’s reservation, but rather was
added for administrative convenience. Fur-
thermore, several women’s reservation bills
introduced between 1996 and 2010 did not
contain such a condition, indicating that this
provision was added later in a specific polit-
ical context.

Analyzing this provision from a political
perspective, it becomes clear that linking
women’s reservation with delimitation pro-
vides a strategic advantage to ruling parties.
Women’s representation in the current Lok
Sabha is around 15 percent, while in state as-
semblies it is even lower. If 33 percent reser-
vation were implemented immediately, a
large number of seats held by current male
MPs would be affected, which would natu-
rally lead to political discontent and protests.
This problem can be mitigated by increasing
the number of seats through delimitation, as
new seats can be reserved for women with-
out directly displacing existing MPs.

Furthermore, the delimitation process it-
self is a politically sensitive issue, as it im-
pacts the balance of representation between
different states. Several states in South India
have expressed concern that, despite their suc-
cess in population control, their number of
seats may be relatively reduced after delimita-
tion, while northern states may gain more. In
this context, linking women’s reservations to
delimitation appears to be part of a broader
political equation, attempting to balance the
interests of different regions and classes.

Another important issue is that the Act
does not provide a separate sub-reservation
for women from the Other Backward
Classes. This is considered a significant
shortcoming from a social justice perspec-
tive, as it may limit the benefits of reserva-
tion primarily to women from relatively
privileged classes. Furthermore, this provi-
sion does not apply to the Rajya Sabha and
Legislative Councils, limiting the opportu-
nity to increase women’s representation in
the upper houses.

Another practical aspect of this entire sys-
tem is that the actual benefits of women’s
reservation are being delayed due to delays
in the census and delimitation process.
Under current circumstances, it is expected
that this reservation will only become effec-
tive after the 2029 general elections or later.
This means that the women for whom this
Act became a source of hope will still have
to wait for their rights. This situation makes
the question even more relevant whether
such a delay is truly necessary or could have
been avoided.

Nevertheless, the positive aspects of this
Act cannot be ignored. This is the first time
that such a large number of reservations
have been made for women at the level of
Parliament and Legislative Assemblies. This
will not only increase women’s political par-
ticipation but will also ensure that their per-
spectives and experiences are considered in
the policy-making process. The positive re-
sults of women’s reservations have already
been seen at the Panchayat level, where
women have not only demonstrated admin-
istrative capabilities but have also made sig-
nificant contributions in the areas of
education, health, and social welfare.

Ultimately, it can be said that linking
women’s reservations to delimitation is a
complex decision, combining constitutional
provisions, administrative requirements, and
political strategies. It would be inappropriate
to call it a purely constitutional obligation,
as alternative solutions were possible. How-
ever, calling it solely a political strategy
would be a one-sided approach, as it also has
some practical and logical basis. The reality
is that this decision is a combined result of
both elements.

It is essential for Indian democracy to em-
brace the values of equality and justice not
only in theory but also in practice. Women’s
reservation is an important step in this direc-
tion, but its effectiveness will depend on
how promptly and fairly it is implemented.
If it is unnecessarily delayed, it could deviate
from its original purpose. Therefore, it is
timely to develop a clear and time-bound
roadmap for the implementation of this Act,
so that women can enjoy their rights without
delay and Indian democracy can become
truly inclusive and representative.
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Middle East crises divide Europe with rising
fuel costs and tensions over Israel policy

LUXEMBOURG, April 21:
Buoyed by the election of a new
leader in Hungary, Europe’s top
diplomats are meeting in Luxem-
bourg to forge plans of action on
multiple crises from the ongoing
war in Ukraine, Russian hybrid at-
tacks, and economic instability as
the war in Iran drives up energy
prices worldwide.

But it is the European Union’s
policy toward Israel — and how to
pressure Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu as security deteriorates
in the Palestinian territories of Gaza
and the occupied West Bank, as
well as in Lebanon — that is divid-
ing the 27-nation bloc.

The EU has an Association
Agreement, signed in 2000, that
regulates trade and cooperation
with Israel. Spain, Slovenia and Ire-
land have proposed suspending it in
total, a move which likely does not
have the unanimous support among
EU nations required.

However, a partial suspension
targeting just the trade aspects could
have enough political support, said
Spanish Foreign Minister José Al-
bares.

“The European Union has to say
today very clearly to Israel that a
change is needed,” he said.

The EU has found indications Is-
rael had violated that agreement in
its military campaign in Gaza.

Pak further extends airspace
ban on Indian airlines till May 24

ISLAMABAD, April 21: Pakistan on Tuesday further
extended the ban on Indian aircraft from using its air-

space for another month.

Pakistan has kept its airspace shut to Indian flights
since April 24, 2025, a move that reportedly caused a
loss of billions of rupees to the Indian airlines.

The Pakistan Airports Authority said in the Notice
to Airmen (NOTAM) that “all Indian-registered,
leased, commercial and military aircraft will remain
barred from Pakistani airspace until 5 am on May 24,

2026”.

The notice was issued days before the previous one

was set to expire on April 24.

Pakistan closed its airspace for Indian airlines fol-
lowing tension in the wake of the Pahalgam terror at-
tack, for which New Delhi blamed Islamabad.

Pakistan, however, rejected the allegations and also

called for a transparent inquiry.

India, in response, also closed its airspace to Pak-
istani airlines. Pakistan has imposed such restrictions

on India for the first time.

The ban has hit commercial Indian airlines badly as
they used Pakistani airspace to operate most of their
flights to and from different Indian cities to Gulf coun-

tries in particular.

Airspace closures were previously enacted during
the 1999 Kargil conflict and the 2019 Pulwama cri-

sis. (PTI)

Pak successfully test-fres locally
developed antk-ship weapon system

Irish Foreign Minister Helen
McEntee said the expansion of Is-
raeli settlements in the West Bank,
Israel’s recent adoption of the death
penalty for some Palestinians, and
ongoing fighting in Lebanon should
push EU nations to ramp up pres-
sure on Israel.

“We need to act. We need to
make sure that our fundamental val-
ues are protected. And we need to
make sure that any agreement that
we have with any other country that
country is fulfilling and upholding
their obligations,” McEntee said.

Swedish Foreign Minister Maria
Malmer Stenergard said that France
and Sweden have brought forward

a plan to curtail trade with Israeli
settlements in the West Bank.
Lebanon’s Prime Minister Nawaf
Salam spoke at the meeting in Lux-
embourg about the fragile ceasefire
between Lebanon and Israel, dis-
arming the Hezbollah militant
group, and the need for EU assis-
tance for the war-torn nation.
“Lebanon today needs its Euro-
pean partners more than ever,”
Salam posted on X on Tuesday.
While now mainly headquartered
in Brussels, EU institutions are also
spread out in northern Europe like
the European Court of Justice in
Luxembourg, the European Central
Bank in Frankfurt, Germany and

eign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar on the
Iran situation in Beijing on Tuesday.

Wang, also a member of the Political Bu-
reau of the Communist Party of China Cen-
tral Committee, is scheduled to exchange
views with Dar on other international and re-
gional issues of common concern, the Chi-
nese state-run Xinhua news agency reported.

Earlier, Mao had said the Middle East war
would figure in the Dar and Wang.

Dar is expected to brief Wang on the dis-
cussions held with the Foreign Ministers of
Turkiye, Egypt and Saudi Arabia to promote
talks between the US and Iran to end the on-
going conflict.

On Dar’s visit, Mao said China and Pak-
istan are all-weather strategic cooperative
partners of mutual trust and mutual support.

The two countries share similar positions
and maintain close communication on major
international and regional issues, she said.

It’s believed that the two foreign ministers
will step up strategic communication and co-
ordination on the situation in Iran and other
international and regional issues of mutual
interest, jointly call for peace and a just po-
sition, and make new efforts to help end the
conflict and bring about peace and stability
in the region, she said. (PTI)

the European Parliament in Stras-
bourg, France. Lawmakers, diplo-
mats and officials regularly move
between the cities for meetings.

The Luxembourg meeting comes
a day after 60 nations sent represen-
tatives to a Palestinian peace con-
ference in Brussels with Palestinian
Prime Minister Mohamed Mustafa
and Bulgarian diplomat Nikolay
Mladenov, who heads the Board of
Peace set up by US President Don-
ald Trump.

Meanwhile, one of the loudest
dissenting voices within the EU is
shortly leaving office.

Hungary’s outgoing Prime Min-
ister Viktor Orbéan routinely ob-
structed EU action on issues
ranging from support for Ukraine in
its war against Russia’s invasion to
sanctions on Israelis accused of vi-
olent extremism.

The EU’s foreign policy chief
Kaja Kallas said that Orbéan’s defeat
by pro-European opposition leader
Péter Magyar in Hungary’s recent
election could accelerate action.

“A lot of issues ... have been
blocked” by Hungary, she said.
“We are reopening the discussions
and hope that we get a positive re-
sult.”

On Iran, EU diplomats called for
diplomacy as a ceasefire struck be-
tween Tehran and Washington was
set to expire Tuesday.

China says three of its ships crossed Strait
of Hormuz; thanks ‘relevant parties’

BEIJING, March 31: China on Tuesday
said three of its ships carrying oil supplies
have passed through the Strait of Hormuz
and thanked relevant parties for facilitation
and coordination. After coordination with
relevant parties, three Chinese ships recently
transited the Strait of Hormuz. We express
appreciation for the assistance of relevant
parties, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Mao Ning told a media briefing here
without naming Iran, which is currently con-
trolling the movement of oil shipments from
the Gulf crossing the Strait.

Iran is demanding international recogni-
tion of its sovereignty over the Strait of Hor-
muz. The Strait of Hormuz and waters
nearby are an important route for interna-
tional goods and energy trade. China calls for
an immediate end to hostilities to restore
peace and stability in the Gulf, Mao said.

This is the first time China, a large im-
porter of Iranian oil for years despite US
sanctions, spoke of its ships crossing the
Strait of Hormuz amid reports that Iran is
permitting the Chinese ships to cross the
Strait in view of the close strategic ties.

In related development, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi held talks with visiting
Pakistani Deputy Prime Minister and For-

New Zealand Prime Minister Luxon survives
party leadership vote months before election millions from

Kallas called on the ceasefire to
be extended “until there is a diplo-
matic solution.”

“The ceasefire is very fragile, but
diplomacy should have a chance,”
she said.

Germany’s foreign minister
called on Iran to send negotiators to
Islamabad to meet with US Vice
President JD Vance.

“Iran should now take this out-
stretched hand in the interest of its
own people,” Johann Wadephul
said.

The war in Iran has throttled
global oil and gas markets and rat-
tled the EU as a major importer of
energy.

While foreign ministers meet in
Luxembourg, EU transportation
ministers discussed on video con-
ference how to protect consumers at
home and at the pump after the
head of the International Energy
Agency warned that Europe has “
maybe six weeks “ supply left of jet
fuel.

Since the war between Israel, the
US and Iran started, fighting has
killed at least 3,375 people in Iran
and more than 2,290 in Lebanon.
Additionally, 23 people have died
in Israel and more than a dozen in
Gulf Arab states. Fifteen Israeli sol-
diers in Lebanon and 13 US service
members throughout the region
have been killed. (AP)

BEIJING, April 21: China on
Tuesday denied any links to the
Iranian cargo ship seized by the
US in the Gulf allegedly contain-
ing chemical materials to manu-
facture missiles.

“To my knowledge, this is a for-
eign-flagged container ship. China
opposes any malicious linking and
hype,” Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Guo Jiakun told a
press briefing here reacting to al-
legations by former US envoy to
the UN Nikki Haley.

In a post on X, Haley claimed
that the ship seized by the US was
headed from China to Iran and is
linked to chemical shipments for
missiles. “It refused repeated or-
ders to stop. Another reminder that
China is helping prop up Iran’s
regime - a reality that can’t be ig-
nored,” Haley said.

A US naval ship enforcing the
blockade of ships going to Iranian
ports fired at the cargo ship when
it reportedly failed to heed calls to
stop. The US Marines later
boarded the ship and seized it.

The Iranian military warned
that it would respond to the US’
action against the container ship.

“The “aggressor United States,’
by violating the ceasefire and en-
gaging in maritime highway rob-
bery, attacked an Iranian
commercial vessel in the waters of
the Sea of Oman,” CNN quoted
Iran’s military as saying.

China denies links to Iranian
cargo ship seized by US in Gulf

The Iranian military said that
the US had destroyed the ship’s
navigational equipment and de-
ployed troops on the deck, “effec-
tively carrying out an act of
aggression against it.”

Following the incident, Iran
also declined to confirm its partic-
ipation in the second round of
peace talks with the US in Pak-
istan this week. Last week, China
denied aiding Iran’s military with
defence and satellite support.

US President Donald Trump
also threatened to impose heavy
tariffs against China if it supplied
weapons to Iran.

Responding to allegations, Guo
last week said that China always
acts prudently and responsibly on
the export of military products,
and exercises strict control in ac-
cordance with China’s laws and
regulations on export control and
due international obligations.

On the tariff threat, he said, “If
the US goes ahead with the tariff
hikes on China on the basis of
these accusations, China will re-
spond with countermeasures.”

China, a major importer of Iran-
ian oil, shares strategic and de-
fence ties with Iran. Also, a CNN
report earlier this month said US
intelligence indicates that China is
preparing to deliver new air de-
fence systems to Iran, including
shoulder-fired anti-air missile sys-
tems known as MANPADs. (PTI)

Macron to press Lebanon

Earlier Tuesday, Salam made a stop in Luxembourg

buffed.

muz otherwise.

ceasefire, sovereignty in Paris talks

PARIS, April 21: French President Emmanuel Macron
is to reaffirm France’s full commitment to the ceasefire
in Lebanon and support for the country’s territorial in-
tegrity at a meeting Tuesday in Paris with Lebanon’s
Prime Minister Nawaf Salam, Macron’s office said.

Pakistan is preparing for a new round of talks between
the US and Iran as the ceasefire is set to expire on
Wednesday, while Lebanon and Israel are set to hold a
new meeting in Washington later this week.

Macron and Salam “will also address humanitarian
support for displaced populations and the continuation of
the economic and financial reforms essential to strength-
ening Lebanon’s sovereignty, its reconstruction and the
restoration of its prosperity,” Macron’s office said.

The meeting at the Elysee presidential palace comes
after the UN peacekeeping force in southern Lebanon,
known as UNIFIL, came under attack from small arms
fire Saturday, leaving one French peacekeeper dead and
three others wounded, two of them seriously.

Both Macron and the UNIFIL force blamed Hezbollah,
but the Lebanese militant group denied involvement.

Macron has called on Lebanese authorities to “shed
full light on the incident” and to “identify and prosecute
those responsible without delay.” UNIFIL soldiers “must
under no circumstances be targeted,” Macron’s office
said.

for a meeting of EU foreign ministers that was to address
the situation in the Middle East.

On March 2, two days after the US and Israel launched
their war on Iran, Hezbollah entered the fray by firing
missiles across the border. Israel responded with an in-
tense bombing campaign and ground invasion.

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun offered direct nego-
tiations with Israel — the first in decades — in exchange
for a cessation of hostilities, an offer that was initially re-

That changed after the announcement of a truce be-
tween Iran and the United States and talks between the
two brokered by Pakistan.

Lebanon and Israel held their first direct diplomatic
talks in decades last week in Washington following more
than a month of war between Israel and the Iran-backed
Hezbollah militant group. Meanwhile, Iran continued to
insist that its own ceasefire agreement must extend to
Lebanon and said it would not reopen the Strait of Hor-

A ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon
was announced by the US on Thursday. The US por-
trayed the deal as the result of the Israel-Lebanon talks.

Hezbollah, which was opposed to Lebanon holding di-
rect talks with Israel and was not part of those negotia-

tions, insisted that the ceasefire was a result of Iranian

pressure and not of the Israel-Lebanon meeting. (AP)

Hong Kong government seeks to seize

ISLAMABAD, April 21: The Pakistan Navy
successfully test-fired an indigenously devel-
oped anti-ship weapon system, which can
neutralise sea-based threats at an extended
range, the military said on Tuesday.

The Taimoor air-launched cruise missile is
an example of “powerful demonstration of
precision strike capability and operational
readiness,” the Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the media wing of the military, said
in a statement. “The Air-Launched Cruise
Missile executed its mission with exceptional
precision, validating Pakistan Navy’s combat
capability to detect, target and decisively neu-
tralise enemy sea-based threats at extended
ranges,” it said.

It said that the demonstration marks a piv-
otal elevation of national defence capability,
further strengthening Pakistan Armed Forces’
multi-dimensional coordinated strike posture
and capabilities in the conventional domain.

“Pakistan Navy stands resolute in its com-
mitment to safeguard the nation’s maritime
interests and sovereign waters,” the statement
read. (PTI)

Defence Chief General Anil Chauhan holds

WELLINGTON, April 21: New Zealand Prime Min-
ister Christopher Luxon said Tuesday that he had sur-
vived a vote on his leadership among his own party’s
lawmakers, after recent slumps in the polls prompted
speculation he might be ousted.

The vote was held behind closed doors during a rou-
tine meeting of Luxon’s centre-right National Party law-
makers and was sought by the Prime Minister himself.
Luxon emerged afterwards to read a brief statement an-
nouncing the vote and departed without taking questions
from reporters.

“Last week, there has been intense media speculation
about my leadership,” Luxon said, adding that he had
called for a confidence vote “to put that media specula-
tion to rest.” His party caucus had “answered clearly and
decisively,” the Prime Minister said. “It has backed my
leadership.”

He did not say that the vote had been unanimous.
Nicola Willis, the party’s deputy leader, said later Tues-
day that the vote had been a secret ballot with only scru-
tineers knowing the final tally, but that Luxon must have
received a majority.

The confidence vote happened months ahead of New
Zealand’s next national election, scheduled for Nov. 7.
Recent drops in the polls for National had prompted

speculation from analysts that he would face a leader-
ship challenge.

That was seen by party lawmakers as an unwelcome
distraction in an election year for National, which has
governed New Zealand in a right-wing coalition gov-
ernment since the 2023 vote. Luxon, a former airline ex-
ecutive who entered Parliament in 2000, has led the
party since 2021.

While two recent New Zealand prime ministers —
National’s John Key and Labour’s Jacinda Ardern —
have voluntarily quit the post, it would have been ex-
tremely unusual for lawmakers to oust a sitting prime
minister. Luxon blamed reports of unrest within his
party’s ranks on news outlets, but one political poll re-
leased days ago appeared to have made a discussion of
leadership unavoidable. The 1News-Verian poll sug-
gested slumping support for Luxon and for National in
a hypothetical election.

The levels of support in the most recent poll implied
the right-wing bloc led by his party could come in be-
hind the left-wing bloc led by Labour if an election were
held immediately, though the vote won’t occur for more
than another six months. “If the media want to keep fo-
cusing on speculation and rumour, | am not going to en-
gage,” Luxon said Tuesday. (AP)

HONG KONG, April 21: The Hong Kong government
is seeking to confiscate millions of dollars in funds and
corporate shares it says are linked to crimes committed by
jailed former media tycoon Jimmy Lai, according to a
court document seen by The Associated Press on Tuesday.

The filing does not explain how the property, which it
estimates to be worth over 127 million Hong Kong dollars
(USD 16 million), is linked to Lai’s crimes. The govern-
ment previously announced that it was seeking asset for-
feitures in the case but did not disclose the amount.

Lai, an outspoken critic of China’s ruling Communist
Party who founded the now-defunct newspaper Apple
Daily, was convicted in December of conspiracy to collude
with foreign forces and conspiring with others to publish
seditious articles.

He was sentenced to 20 years in prison in February, the
toughest sentence given so far under a Beijing-imposed
national security law.

Critics say his conviction reflected the decline of press
and other freedoms in the city, a former British colony that
returned to Chinese rule in 1997. The government insists
the case has nothing to do with a free press, saying the de-
fendants used news reporting as a pretext for years to com-
mit acts that harmed China and Hong Kong.

jailed activist Jimmy Lai

According to a document sent to the city’s court system
earlier this month, the Department of Justice is seeking an
order for Lai to forfeit to the government money held in
15 bank accounts under his name, money held in bank ac-
counts under various companies, as well as shares in var-
ious companies held by him or others.

The money the government is seeking to seize also in-
cludes bail money deposited in the court system and a fine
of 2 million Hong Kong dollars (USD 255,440) imposed
on Lai for fraud convictions in 2022, which could be re-
funded to him after the convictions were quashed in Feb-
ruary.

The government said it had applied to seize the proper-
ties linked to Lai’s crimes on April 2 in a statement. At that
time, the government cited the security law, saying that
the funds and tools used or intended to be used in com-
mitting an offense shall be confiscated, as well as proceeds
obtained in the commission of an offense.

The government said an order made for the purpose of
safeguarding national security can prevent convicts, their
accomplices or agents from continuing to use their of-
fense-related properties to engage in acts and activities en-
dangering security.

A hearing on the case is scheduled for July. (AP)

India, Singapore charting out roadmap for

high-level talks on evolving nature of conflictin UK digital corridor, green sh|pp|ng Official

LONDON, April 21: The Chief
of Defence Staff, General Anil
Chauhan, has held a wide range of
high-level discussions with mili-
tary counterparts and ministers on
the evolving nature of conflict and
countering emerging challenges in
the Indo-Pacific in London this
week.

General Chauhan called on
Luke Pollard, UK Minister of
State (MoS) for Defence Readi-
ness & Industry, and Seema Mal-
hotra, MoS for Indo-Pacific, as
part of what has been described as
a “landmark” visit.

The Headquarters Integrated
Defence Staff (HQ IDS) said the
meetings were aimed at taking for-
ward the India-UK partnership,
with a focus on the bilateral De-
fence Industrial Roadmap and
technology and security initia-
tives.

“Discussions centred on evolv-
ing nature of conflict and deepen-
ing military-to-military
cooperation,” the HQ IDS stated.

“Both sides emphasised enhanc-

ing cooperation in Cyber, Intelli-
gence and Space domains, includ-
ing information resilience and
specialised exchanges. The ex-
change reaffirmed a shared com-
mitment to resilient, future-ready
forces and a strengthened India-
UK strategic partnership,” it said.

General Chauhan was accorded
a Ceremonial Step Line when he
was received by Air Chief Marshal
Sir Richard Knighton in London
on Monday.

Their discussions revolved
around an expanding cooperation
in cyber, intelligence, industrial
collaboration and joint exercises
to reinforce global security, stabil-
ity and resilience.

“Great to discuss UK-India de-
fence and security cooperation
with India’s Chief of Defence
Staff General Chauhan today. The
UK and India are working to-
gether to promote peace, security
and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific
and beyond, as set out by Prime
Ministers Keir Starmer and Naren-
dra Modi last year,” Sir Richard

said in a social media statement.

During a packed schedule, the
Defence Chief also engaged with
sector experts, officials and aca-
demics on a roundtable entitled
‘Indian military transformation
challenges and opportunity’ at
King’s College London, focused
on the evolving strategic land-
scape and imperatives of modern
military transformation.

“Discussions underscored the
centrality of advanced technolo-
gies in defence, enhancement of
operational capabilities and closer
synergy across industrial, intelli-
gence and cyber domains, along-
side strategic communication and
joint engagements to further
strengthen a robust, future-ori-
ented India-UK defence partner-
ship,” the Defence HQ noted.

The High Commission of India
in London added that the Defence
Chief’s talks ranged from defence
transformation, emerging tech,
and multi-domain integration to
strengthen the bilateral defence
cooperation. (PTI)

SINGAPORE, April 21: India and
Singapore are working on a roadmap
to set up infrastructure for digital cor-
ridor collaboration and green ship-
ping, a senior official said on
Tuesday.

The roadmap is part of a larger col-
laboration between the two countries
in line with global decarbonisation
initiatives as the world’s maritime in-
dustries seek to become environment
friendly, said Vijay Kumar, Secretary
of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways.

“Aroadmap for a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) is being
worked out with infrastructure de-
tails,” Kumar told PTI at the Singa-
pore Maritime Week being held from
April 20-24.

The MoU follows up on upgrading
work based on a Letter of Intent
signed on maritime digitalisation
(digital corridor collaboration) and
decarbonisation (green shipping) at
the same show last year by Minister
of Ports, Shipping and Waterways,
Sarbananda Sonowal.

Kumar said details such as invest-

ment, storage tank capacity, pipelines,
bunkering facilities and future de-
mand for green fuel are being worked
on. He said both nations complement
each other — India for its cheaper
green energy and resources, among
others, and Singapore for being a
global shipping and maritime hub.
“As such, we are working together
on developing all opportunities,” said
Kumar, who also represented India in

a 12-country closed-door marine in-
dustry development programme at-
tended by top stakeholders and
ministers.

The Indian delegation at the mar-
itime week includes senior decision-
makers from the Directorate General
of Shipping, Shipping Corporation of
India, VOC Port Authority, Deen-
dayal Port Authority, major Indian
Shipyards, and the Indian Ports Asso-

ciation.

Several bilateral engagements are
also planned for the delegation.

Singapore’s Senior Minister of
State, Ministry of Transport, Murali
Pillai, inaugurated the 160-square-
metre Indian Pavilion at the maritime
week on Tuesday.

At the pavilion, scale models of
ships and a simulator are being show-
cased, in addition to displays by ex-
hibitors.

Of particular prominence is a de-
piction of INSV Kaundinya, the tra-
ditionally  built,  hand-stitched
wooden ship commissioned by the
Indian Navy to revive ancient mar-
itime techniques.

Inspired by 5th-century Ajanta
cave paintings, it uses no metal, rely-
ing on coir rope to join planks.

It completed a maiden voyage to
Oman in January 2026, demonstrat-
ing historical sailing capabilities.

More than 20,000 participants
from nearly 80 countries and regions,
including ministers and stakeholders,
are expected to attend the 20th edition
of the event, held annually. (PTI)
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Protests over recent killings bring transport, markets and schools to a halt

Nagaland Congress alleges BJP using
women's reservation for delimitation agenda

KOHIMA, April 21: Nagaland
Lok Sabha MP and state Congress
president S Supongmeren Jamir on
Tuesday alleged that the BJP-led
central government was using the
women’s reservation issue to ad-
vance a “hidden delimitation
agenda” aimed at the 2029 parlia-
mentary elections.

Addressing a press conference at
Congress Bhavan here, Jamir said
the opposition INDIA bloc op-
posed the move in Parliament as
the government had linked
women’s reservation with delimi-
tation despite constitutional and
procedural constraints tied to cen-
sus and constituency readjustment.

Referring to the 106th Constitu-
tional Amendment enacted in
2023, Jamir said provisions under
Articles 239AA, 330A and 332A
already lay down the framework
for women’s reservation, but the
Modi government was attempting
to use the issue to push delimita-
tion, which he alleged was aimed
at increasing Lok Sabha seats from
816 to 850 in a manner favourable
to the BJP.

He said the amendment itself
clearly linked implementation to
the first census after 2026 and sub-
sequent publication of relevant fig-

b.2-magnitude quake
jolts Manipur

IMPHAL/SHILLONG, April 21:
Manipur was struck by an earth-
quake of 5.2 magnitude on Tues-
day morning, officials said.

The quake occurred at 5.59 AM
with its epicentre located in
Kamjong district, they added.

Tremors were felt in neighbour-
ing Ukhrul district and state capital
Imphal and even Meghalaya but no
casualty or damage has been re-
ported so far. (PTI)

Manipur: Two tribal
communities clash
over shutdown call

IMPHAL, April 21: Protesters
from two tribal communities
clashed on the borders of Senapati
and its adjacent Kangpokpi dis-
tricts of Manipur on Tuesday over
a shutdown called by a civil soci-
ety organisation, leading to tension
in the area, officials said.

Local police attempting to clear
a roadblock set up by Naga volun-
teers to enforce a three-day shut-
down by the United Naga Council
to protest the April 18 killing of
two persons in Ukhrul district
sparked the clash, they said.

An official said the situation
turned tense after Changoubung
Kuki villagers became involved,
leading to stone pelting between
the two sides.

“Afew rounds were fired during
the commotion. However, it is not
clear who did it,” the official said.

The three-day shutdown called
by UNC paralysed normal life in
all Naga-inhabited areas of the
state, including Ukhrul, Kamjong,
Senapati, Noney and Tamenglong.

The shutdown began at midnight
on April 20. (PTI)

MBSE to declare
class 10 examination

results tomorww

AIZAWL, April 21: The Mizoram
Board of School Education
(MBSE) is scheduled to declare the
results for the class 10 examination
on April 23, an official said on
Tuesday. He said that students and
parents can access the scores of the
High School Leaving Certificate
(HSLC) examination through mul-
tiple official channels to ensure a
smooth dissemination process.

Results will be hosted on the of-
ficial  board  websites  at
www.mbse.edu.in and www.mb-
seonline.com, and the results sheets
will also be displayed at the MBSE
office in Aizawl’s Chaltlang and the
board’s regional office in south Mi-
zoram’s Lunglei town, he said.

The official also said that candi-
dates and guardians seeking specific
information or assistance can con-
tact the MBSE help desk via the
designated office numbers during
working hours.

Earlier, School Education Minis-
ter Vanlalthlana had announced that
the MBSE will cease to follow the
traditional way of declaring class -
10 and 12 results, indicating merit
list (Top-10) or rank, distinction and
division in the result books from the
current year. The move was to pre-
vent high-stakes  competition
among students through rote mem-
orisation and to ensure quality and
competency-based education, he
had said. Last year, the pass per-
centage in the class 10 board exam-
ination was 76.68 per cent. (PTI)

ures, making immediate delimita-
tion impractical.

He alleged the government
knowingly brought the matter de-
spite lacking the two-thirds sup-
port required for constitutional
changes and claimed the move was
intended to trap the opposition po-
litically.

Jamir said the INDIA bloc had
made it clear in Parliament that if
the government was serious, it
should bring a bill to ensure imple-
mentation of women’s reservation
by the 2029 Lok Sabha elections.
He said the opposition would con-
tinue to press the Modi govern-
ment to bring such a measure

during the monsoon session.

Countering Monday’s allegations
by Nagaland BJP leaders that Con-
gress opposed women’s reservation,
Jamir said it was the BJP, not the op-
position, that was delaying imple-
mentation while using the issue for
political mileage, particularly with
elections in West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu and other states.

He also questioned the BJP’s
commitment to women’s empow-
erment, asking whether the party
was willing to support women for
top constitutional positions, in-
cluding Prime Minister and
Speaker.

On Nagaland, Jamir said delim-

itation and women’s reservation
raised specific concerns for
smaller states, including how 33
per cent reservation would be ac-
commodated without adversely af-
fecting political representation or
creating fresh divisions.

He said Nagaland and other
northeastern states, including Ma-
nipur, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizo-
ram and Assam, also have to
consider the implications in view
of negotiated political settlements
and seat arrangements.

He said while women’s reserva-
tion is already being implemented
in urban local bodies, the state
must ensure Nagaland women also
receive fair representation in
higher legislative institutions, in-
cluding the Lok Sabha.

He appealed to all political par-
ties, including the BJP, not to
politicise the issue but to work col-
lectively in the state’s interest.

NPCC leaders maintained that
women’s reservation should not be
tied to political strategy or delimi-
tation calculations and reiterated
their demand that the Centre take
immediate steps to ensure imple-
mentation of the 33 per cent reser-
vation by the 2029 parliamentary
elections. (PTI)

Nagaland has adequate

fuel,

KOHIMA, April 21: Oil Market-
ing Companies (OMCs) on Tues-
day said that supply of LPG and
petroleum products in Nagaland
remains fully normal and under
control, with adequate stocks
available across the state, while
urging citizens not to resort to
panic buying or pay heed to ru-
mours.

Addressing a press briefing,
I0OCL state coordinator Himakshi
Saikia said uninterrupted supply of
petrol, diesel and domestic LPG is
being ensured through robust in-
frastructure, continuous monitor-
ing and close coordination with the
state government.

She said that Nagaland currently
has 250 retail outlets, including
238 operated by OMCs and 12 pri-
vate outlets, along with two supply
depots in operation.

On average, 280 kilolitres of
petrol and 640 kilolitres of diesel
are being supplied daily, she said,
adding that the state presently has
stocks equivalent to six days of
petrol and 16 days of diesel, while

Protesters clash with police during torch rally in Manipur

from 5 PMto 5 AM.

“Protesters pelted the security forces with stones and iron
pellets from catapults, endangering the lives of the heavily out-
numbered security forces,” the officer said.

Manipur Police have, meanwhile, arrested 19 people for vi-
olating curfew and committing offences, including blocking
roads and damaging public property in the Greater Imphal area.
They were nabbed from different parts of Imphal West district
on Sunday, a police statement said.

In the Ukhrul district headquarters, a candlelight vigil was
held on Monday night to honour the two Tangkhul Naga civil-
ians who were Killed in an ambush in TM Kasom area in the
district on April 18. Various civil society organisations from
both the valley and hill areas strongly condemned the brutal
killings, alleging that the victims were shot by Kuki militants
using sniper rifles. (PTI)

IMPHAL, April 21: People protesting the death of two chil-
dren in a recent bomb blast in Manipur clashed with security
forces during a torch rally in the state capital Imphal, police
said. Two children died in a bomb blast at Tronglaobi in Bish-
nupur on April 7. The Imphal Valley districts have been wit-
nessing daily protests over the incident.

A seven-km-long torch rally was brought out from Mayai
Lambi to Keishamthong in Imphal West district on Monday
night, but the participants turned violent and clashed with the
security forces, a police officer said. Security forces fired several
rounds of tear gas shells in Keishamthong area after hundreds of
protesters defying curfew demanded they be allowed to proceed
for another 200 metres towards Keisampat area, which is close to
the Lok Bhavan and the BJP state office, he said.

Orders prohibiting the movement of any individuals outside
their respective homes are in force in all the five valley districts

Meghalaya launches cash
aid for UPSC aspirants
<50,000 for prelims qualifiers, T 1 lakh for mains under CM-INSPIRE scheme

SHILLONG, April 21: The Megha-
laya government on Tuesday launched
a scheme under which candidates who
clear the UPSC Civil Services Prelimi-
nary Examination will receive assis-
tance of ¥ 50,000, while those who clear

the mains exam will get X 1 lakh.

Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma
said the ‘CM-INSPIRE’ scheme aims to
address the declining presence of the
state’s youth in the civil services and
provide them with the necessary support

to succeed.

“My dear young aspirants of Megha-
laya, today marks an important step in
supporting the dreams of our youth. For
many years, our representation in the

normally with no restrictions on
sales.

Nozzle sales, she said, remain in
line with normal consumption
trends recorded between January
and March 2026, indicating stable
demand and no disruption in sup-
ply.

On LPG, Saikia said around 4.2
lakh consumers are being served
through 84 distributors and one
bottling plant, with no dry-outs re-
ported. An average of 6,258 refills
are delivered daily, while a back-
log of about 3.08 days is being
cleared as per scheduled bookings,
she said.

Saikia highlighted progress in
digitalisation of LPG services,
with 80.6 per cent of bookings
now made digitally, up from 61.8
per cent two months ago, while
Delivery Authentication Code
(DAC) compliance has improved
to 78.4 per cent from 52 per cent.

The 1OCL state coordinator
urged consumers to use digital
booking methods and share the

LPG stocks: OMCs

DAC at the time of delivery to en-
sure safe and transparent distribu-
tion.

In accordance with Government
of India guidelines, commercial
LPG allocation is currently main-
tained at 70 per cent, with priority
being given to hospitals, educa-
tional institutions, defence, rail-
ways, government establishments,
hotels, industrial canteens and food
processing units. Daily monitoring
is being undertaken to ensure
smooth distribution.

She said daily coordination
meetings are being held between
the state government, Civil Sup-
plies Department and OMCs,
while district-level monitoring
committees remain active and sub-
mit stock reports to the state con-
trol room every day by 10 AM.

To curb hoarding and illegal di-
version, OMC officials in associa-
tion with state government
authorities have conducted 79 in-
spections since last month and
show cause notices have been
served to seven LPG distributors
for not adhering to standard oper-
ating procedures, she said.

Reiterating that adequate stock
of petrol, diesel and LPG is avail-
able and the supply chain is func-
tioning normally, OMCs and the
state government appealed to the
public not to believe or spread mis-
leading information and to avoid
unnecessary panic purchases.

They maintained that the supply
situation in Nagaland remains fully
stable and under control, with un-
interrupted supply being ensured
to the public. (PTI)

serving candidates.

goals,” he said.

(PTI)

Attempts being made to divide people
on religious, linguistic lines: Bhagwat

RSS chief stresses unity in diversity, urges people to resist divisive forces

AGARTALA, April 21: RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
on Tuesday alleged that attempts were being made to
create divisions among people on religious and lin-
guistic lines, asserting that India’s strength lay in its
unity amid diversity.

Addressing a gathering after the consecration cere-
mony of Maa Chinmayi Soundarya Temple at
Fakrimura, around 23 km from Agartala, Bhagwat
said certain “evil forces” were worried that their
“shops” would shut down if India progressed by draw-
ing on its centuries-old civilisational strength.

“They are trying to engineer a quarrel among peo-
ple along the lines of religions and languages. | don’t
need to give examples,” he said.

Tripura Governor Indrasena Reddy, Telangana Gov-
ernor Jishnu Dev Varma and Chief Minister Manik
Saha were among those present at the event.

Emphasising that diversity has long been India’s
defining feature, Bhagwat said the country had ad-
vanced through centuries despite having multiple lan-

guages, faiths, traditions and cultures.

“Nations that do not have a history of more than
4,000 or 5,000 years can have one religion and one
language, but India is completely different, possessing
a long history, tradition and culture,” he said.

He urged people to remain united and defeat at-
tempts to sow discord.

“There should be no reason for fear, whatever situ-
ation may arise,” he said.

Drugs worth < 465 cr destroyed
In Mizoram’s Champhal

AIZAWL, April 21: Drugs worth X 465 crore were destroyed in Mi-
zoram’s Champhai district on Tuesday, officials said.

The drugs had been seized by the police from various locations
across the district bordering Myanmar between March and October
2025 and were cleared for destruction by the district court, they said.

The destroyed contraband included 35.85 kg of heroin valued at
% 71.70 crore, 490.89 kg of methamphetamine worth ¥ 392.71 crore
and 4.74 kg of alprazolam valued at ¥ 94.8 lakh, taking the total es-
timated value to ¥ 465.36 crore, they added.

Deputy Commissioner Mohammad Aaquib said drugs worth 3 117
crore were destroyed in the district last year and described this year’s
operation as a major achievement reflecting intensified enforcement
efforts by the police. He stressed the need to continue efforts to curb
drug abuse and called for stronger awareness campaigns to keep
youth away from narcotics.

He also appealed for public cooperation in identifying and appre-
hending those involved in the illicit trade.

“As Champhai grows in popularity as a tourist destination, it is
essential to maintain a clean and safe environment so that visitors
see the beauty of the district rather than the shadow of the drug
trade,” he said.

Officials said Champhai police registered 147 cases under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act in 2025, lead-
ing to the arrest of 260 persons, including 58 Myanmar nationals.

Seizures last year included 38.47 kg of heroin, 622.4 kg of
methamphetamine, 5.16 kg of crystal methamphetamine, 3,000 kg
of caffeine, 4.47 kg of alprazolam and small quantities of cough
syrup, they said. Between January 1 and April 20 this year, police
registered 47 NDPS cases and arrested 76 persons, including 22
Myanmar nationals, they added.

During the same period, police seized 8.266 kg of heroin, 76.245
kg of methamphetamine and 10.259 kg of crystal methamphetamine,
officials said. (PTI)

civil services has declined. Today, we
take a decisive step to change that with
the launch of CM-INSPIRE,” he said.
Sangma said this initiative is de-
signed to reduce the financial burden
faced by aspirants and ensure that eco-
nomic constraints do not hold back de-

“The government stands firmly with
you on this journey. Believe in your-
selves and stay committed to your

Eligible candidates will be able to
apply for the assistance through the
Meghalaya Administrative Training
Institute (MAT]I) portal, officials said.

The RSS chief also said that in the present world
order, power often overshadows what is right.

“If you have power, your might will be proven and
no one will pay heed if you are on the right path.
Therefore, acquire knowledge and power,” he said.

Bhagwat said temples were not merely places of
worship but had historically served as centres of social
life and enlightenment. (PTI)

Linjured infiring by
security forces
near Manipur CM's
eventin Thoubal

IMPHAL, April 21: One person
sustained bullet wounds after secu-
rity forces allegedly opened fire
when a mob advanced towards the
venue of Manipur Chief Minister
Y Khemchand Singh’s programme
in Thoubal district on Tuesday, po-
lice said.

The incident took place during
the CM’s visit to Wangjing Tentha
for the inauguration of a newly-
constructed Block Development
Office (BDO), they said.

A large group of people armed
with stones and catapults was
heading towards the function with
the “apparent intention of vandal-
ising the building”, police said in a
statement.

“Despite repeated warnings and
appeals by police personnel to dis-
perse, the crowd continued to
move aggressively, posing a seri-
ous threat to public property, dig-
nitaries present and overall law and
order,” the statement said.

Police said minimum necessary
force was initially used and when
the situation escalated, controlled
firing was carried out as a last re-
sort in accordance with established
protocols.

During the action, Elangbam
Nandbir Singh (40), a resident of
Heirok Part Il Elangbam Leirak
and presently serving as a Village
Defence Force personnel, sus-
tained injuries, police said.

“The situation was subsequently
brought under control, preventing
further damage and ensuring the
safety of all concerned,” the state-
ment said.

Officials said the chief minister
later travelled to a nearby central
force camp and returned to Imphal
by helicopter. (PTI)

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
ARUNACHAL PRADESH ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

No. APEDA/NMS/NIT-01/RE/2025-26

Dated Namsai, the 21st April 2026

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Namsai District (Phase-II).

without assigning any reason thereof.

Memo No. APEDA/NMS/NIT-01/2025-26/872

The Project Officer, Arunachal Pradesh Energy Development Agency
(APEDA), Namsai invites sealed tenders in two parts, Part-1 (Technical Bid)
and Part-Il (Price Bid) from the reputed manufacturers of SPV Cells/Mod-
ules/Lithium Ferro Phosphate Battery / Solar Inverters/ Luminary and re-
puted SPV system Integrators for turn-key execution of the work “Design,
Manufacturing, Supply, Installation and Commissioning of 670 Nos. of
LED based Solar Street Lighting System and 40 Nos. Solar High Mast
System with CCTV Camera at different locations of Chongkham Block,

The detailed tender documents can be obtained from the office of the Proj-
ect Officer, APEDA, Namsai Division, by submitting an application in its let-
terhead with credentials along with a Demand Draft/Cash of Rs. 15,000/-
(Rupees Fifteen Thousand) only (non-refundable) in favour of the Project
Officer, APEDA, Namsai payable at SBI Namsai on any working day from
1000hrs of 23/04/2025 to 1500 hours of 30/04/2025.

The submission cum closing time is 1300hrs of 4" May 2026. The date of
opening of tender is 1400 hrs of 5" May 2026. The Tender documents will
not be issued to a party without credentials for which the bid is sought.

The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the offers

Project Officer APEDA, Namsai

Dated Namsai the 215t April'’2026

Sd/-

APEDA, Namsai
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BJP to resolve decades-old Gorkha issue within Adtyanaif's padyatra’ practice
6 months of formlng govtin Bengal: Shah

KURSEONG (WB), April 21:
Seeking to strike an emotional
chord with the politically crucial
hill electorate, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah on Tuesday prom-
ised that the BJP would resolve the
decades-old Gorkha issue within
six months if the BJP comes to
power in West Bengal.

He said no party other than the
BJP could find a solution accept-
able to the Gorkhas. Addressing a
rally at Kurseong in Darjeeling dis-
trict, Shah said the BJP under-
stands the concerns and aspirations
of the Gorkhas and would work to-
wards a settlement on their terms.

“Within six months of the BJP
forming the government in West
Bengal, every Gorkha will have a
smile on his face. We will find
such a solution to the Gorkha issue
that Gorkhas can live in peace,” he
said. The Gorkha issue refers to the
century-old demand for a separate
state in the Gorkha-majority hill
districts of north Bengal, although
Shah did not utter the words
‘Gorkhaland” or ‘statehood’ in his
speech. Instead, echoing the BJP’s
long-standing promise of a “perma-
nent political solution” to the hill
question, Shah said the issue would
be resolved in accordance with the
aspirations of the Gorkhas.

“l am leaving today after prom-
ising you that as soon as the BJP
government is formed, the
decades-old Gorkha issue will be
resolved according to the Gorkhas’

Cong abusing PM
Modi because he
wants women'’s
quota; BJP

NEW DELHI, April 21: The BJP
on Tuesday condemned Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge for
referring to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi as a “terrorist”, saying
this reflects the mindset of the
main opposition party and people
will give them a befitting reply.

The ruling party claimed that
Kharge has made such disparaging
remarks against Modi at the behest
of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
because the prime minister wanted
to provide 33 per cent reservation
to women in the Lok Sabha and
state assemblies.

The BJP’s reaction came after
Kharge accused Prime Minister
Modi of terrorising political parties
and people by misusing govern-
ment machinery and central agen-
cies to stifle the opposition.

Addressing a press conference
in Chennai alongside AICC gen-
eral secretary (organisation) K C
Venugopal, Kharge initially re-
ferred to the prime minister as a
“terrorist” while criticising the
AIADMK’s alliance with the BJP.

However, when pressed by re-
porters to clarify the context of the
remark, the Congress chief said he
meant the prime minister was “ter-
rorising” the democratic fabric of
the country.

“He is terrorising people and po-
litical parties. I never said he is a
terrorist (in the literal sense). Ter-
rorising this... he is misusing his
power and government machinery
and abusing opposition parties,”
the Congress president said.

Reacting sharply to Kharge’s re-
marks, BJP national spokesperson
Sambit Patra said, “The kind of
words Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge has chosen for
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
today is not only condemnable but
reflects the mindset of the Con-
gress party. Kharge called him a
terrorist.”

Patra rejected Kharge’s clarifica-
tion and alleged that the Congress
president deliberately called the
prime minister a terrorist at the be-
hest of Rahul Gandhi.

“This is not a slip of tongue. It’s
deliberate. Even though they are
giving any clarification, it is a de-
liberate conspiracy of the Con-
gress,” the BJP MP said in a video
message. “You must be observing
that for the last few days how
Rahul Gandhi and other Congress
leaders are making indecent re-
marks against the prime minister.
Every day Rahul Gandhi in his
speech refers to the prime minister
in a disrespectful manner,” the BJP
leader said.

Patra also alleged that the Con-
gress leaders keep abusing the
prime minister because his govern-
ment is providing water to every
household, houses and free ration
to people under various schemes.

They have also been abusing
PM Modi because his government
is implementing various other wel-
fare schemes like Mudra Yojna, the
BJP leader said.

He said that the Congress presi-
dent has now called the prime min-
ister a “terrorist” just because he
wanted 33 per cent reservation for
women in the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies. (PTI)

U
terms,” he said. The BJP, which
has won the Darjeeling Lok Sabha
seat in every election since 2009,
has consistently promised a perma-
nent political solution to the hill
issue without committing itself to
a separate state.

The home minister accused the
Mamata Banerjee government of
refusing to engage with efforts to
resolve the issue and said that after
becoming home minister, he had
convened three meetings on the
matter. “After becoming home
minister, | convened three major
meetings to resolve the Gorkha
issue, but not even once did a rep-
resentative from Mamata’s side at-
tend,” Shah said. “Mamata Didi,
we are not dependent on you for a
solution to the Gorkha issue. We
have appointed an interlocutor who
is preparing a report by engaging

with Gorkha organisations here

and officials of the West Bengal
government,” he added. Claiming
that the BJP alone understands the
concerns of the hill residents, Shah
said, “We understand you and your
problems. No one except the BJP
can resolve the Gorkha issue.”
The home minister alleged that
the Congress and the TMC had be-
trayed the people of the hills for
decades. “The Congress and the
TMC have done injustice not only
to Darjeeling but also to our patri-
otic Gorkha brothers,” he said.
Seeking to broaden the BJP’s
pitch beyond the Gorkha issue,
Shah sought to portray the election
as a battle to free north Bengal and
the hills from what he called years
of neglect and injustice under the
TMC rule. “This election is to free
the entire West Bengal from TMC’s

crimes. In a way, it is an election to
gain freedom from the injustice hap-
pening for decades in north Bengal
and Darjeeling,” he said.

Referring to the Sandeshkhali
controversy, Shah said, “The
whole of West Bengal has decided
that it is time for Didi to step down.
This election is about protecting
our sisters across the state. The
Sandeshkhali incident has brought
shame to the state.”

The BJP leader told the gather-
ing that while Darjeeling had re-
peatedly backed the BJP, the party
needed support from the rest of
West Bengal this time.

“For three elections, Darjeeling
has been voting for the BJP any-
way, but the rest of West Bengal
did not provide as much support.
But this time, the whole of West
Bengal has made up its mind that
it’s time to oust Didi,” he said.

Shah also raised the issue of
Gorkhas’ names being allegedly
deleted from the electoral rolls dur-
ing the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise. “The names of
some Gorkhas were deleted during
SIR. Once the BJP government is
formed in West Bengal, all such
names will be included in the elec-
toral rolls again,” he said. He fur-
ther alleged that hundreds of false
cases had been slapped on Gorkha
activists and promised that these
would be withdrawn if the BJP
formed the government.

“They have filed hundreds of

false cases against our Gorkha
brothers and sisters. The results
will come out on May 4, and a BJP
government will be formed on
May 5. Before July 31, the BJP
government in West Bengal will
withdraw all cases against Gorkha
brothers and sisters,” Shah said.

The home minister also attacked
the Mamata Banerjee government
over budgetary allocations for the
tribals. “For tribal development,
for Adivasis, for the hills, and for
north Bengal, the Mamata govern-
ment’s total budget is ¥ 2,000
crore. But for Muslims and
madrasas, the Mamata govern-
ment’s budget is ¥ 5,800 crore.
This injustice will not last much
longer,” he said. The demand for
Gorkhaland and greater political
autonomy for the Darjeeling hills
has remained one of the most en-
during and emotive political issues
in north Bengal, often shaping
electoral outcomes in the region.

Successive agitations -- from the
Subhash Ghising-led GNLF move-
ment in the 1980s to the later stir
spearheaded by Bimal Gurung and
the GJM, have repeatedly convulsed
the hills. Yet, despite the BJP’s rise
in Darjeeling and its continued dom-
inance in the Lok Sabha seat since
2009, the party has so far stopped
short of endorsing a separate state
as it would have an adverse impact
on south Bengal, preferring instead
to speak of a “permanent political
solution”. (PTI)

Venugopal gives privilege notice against PM

to LS Speaker over Saturday address to nation

NEW DELHI, April 21: Congress leader K C
Venugopal has submitted a privilege notice
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the
Lok Sabha Speaker, accusing him of casting as-
persions on opposition MPs during his address
to the nation after the rejection of the bills by
the House on implementing women’s reserva-
tion in 2029.

“Imputing motives” to members for their vot-
ing behaviour is a deliberate breach of privilege
and contempt of the House, he alleged and
urged Speaker Om Birla to refer the matter to
the Committee on Privileges of the Lok Sabha
for a detailed inquiry. In his notice submitted
under Rule 222 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, he claimed
that on April 18, 2026, the Prime Minister ad-
dressed the nation on national television, follow-
ing the defeat of the Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill, 2026 in the Lok Sabha on April
17, 2026. The bill had failed to secure the required
two-thirds majority as required under the provi-
sions of Article 368 of the Constitution.

The Congress general secretary and MP from
Alappuzha Lok Sabha constituency in Keralam

said that in the 29-minute speech termed as ‘ad-
dress to the nation’, the Prime Minister criti-
cised opposition parties for blocking the bill and
made direct reflections on the voting pattern of
members of the opposition and attributed mo-
tives to them. Venugopal said it is well estab-
lished that casting reflections, aspersions and
imputing motives to members of Parliament in
regard to speeches made by them in Parliament
tantamount to “gross breach of privilege and
contempt of the House”.

“| therefore submit this notice of breach of
privilege to your good office, Hon’ble Speaker,

to take cognisance of this grave incident as a
clear and deliberate breach of privilege and con-
tempt of the House, and to refer the matter to
the Committee on Privileges of the Lok Sabha
for a detailed inquiry so that privilege proceed-
ings can be initiated against the Prime Minis-
ter,” Venugopal said in his notice.

The Congress leader said this matter deserves
to be treated with the utmost seriousness, as
questioning an elected representative perform-
ing his duty “is not merely a personal assault
but a direct affront to the authority of Parlia-
ment and to the democratic rights of the people
of India”.

“l urge you, the Hon’ble Speaker, to take im-
mediate and decisive steps to uphold the sanc-
tity of Parliament and the constitutional
protections afforded to its Members, so that
such violations are neither ignored nor re-
peated,” the notice said. Venugopal said that the
PM addressing the nation, after the government
is not able to muster the requisite majority in
Parliament, for criticising the opposition parties
is “unprecedented, unethical and blatant abuse
of power”. (PTI)

to sit in Opposition: Akhilesh

LUCKNOW, April 21: Sama-
jwadi Party president Akhilesh
Yadav on Tuesday said Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s ‘padyatra’ against the
defeat of a constitution amendment
bill for the implementation of
women’s reservation in legisla-
tures is “practice” for the BJP to sit
in the Opposition.

Addressing a press conference
here, Yadav said, “This ‘padyatra’
was practice. It shows that they
will have to agitate like this when
they sit in the Opposition. This is
the first government which, while
being in power, is practising how
to function as the Opposition.”

The “Jan Aakrosh Mahila Pady-
atra’ earlier in the day began from
Adityanath’s official residence
here on Kalidas Marg and culmi-
nated at the UP Assembly.

He took a swipe at the BJP, say-
ing never before had a ruling dis-
pensation struggled so much for a
law it had itself enacted. “Perhaps
in history no government has
fought so much for its own law as
this one is doing. This is unprece-
dented,” he said.

Projecting his party’s political
plank, the SP chief invoked the
“PDA” (Pichhda, Dalit, Alp-
sankhyak) grouping, asserting that
it would decisively challenge the
BJP in the upcoming elections.

“For the first time in history, one
social bloc is going to defeat them
(BJP)... This bloc is PDA - the
PDA family. People united by
shared pain and issues will come
together as one and defeat the
BJP,” he said. Yadav said the al-
liance of backward classes, Dalits
and minorities would work to-
wards establishing a government
based on social justice.

“In the coming time, we are
moving towards forming a PDA
government to establish a state
based on social justice,” he added.

Referring to the defeat of the
government’s Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill to implement
women’s quota and increase the
number of Lok Sabha seats to 816,
Yadav described it as a “historic

democratic victory” and thanked
voters and leaders of the opposi-
tion alliance. “We express grati-
tude to the people and all leaders
of the INDIA alliance who sup-
ported this effort. This is not just a
democratic victory but also a de-
feat of the BJP,” he said.

Reiterating his party’s stand on
women’s reservation, Yadav said,
“Samajwadis have always sup-
ported reservation for women, both
inside and outside the House. If
anyone is trying to stall reserva-
tion, it is the BJP. We will not
allow their intentions to succeed.”

He also accused the ruling party
of avoiding a caste census, alleging
it feared demands for rights and
reservations that could follow.

“Those who do not want count-
ing know that once a census hap-
pens, people will demand caste
enumeration. And when the caste
census is done, people will ask for
their rights and reservations,” he
said. He further alleged that those
who swore to uphold the Constitu-
tion were taking to the streets with
“ulterior motives”.

“People who have taken an oath
of the Constitution are roaming on
the streets. The public has seen
through their conspiracy and it has
been exposed,” he said.

Drawing a comparison with
Hitler’s propaganda machinery,
Yadav alleged that the BJP was at-
tempting to “mislead” people.

“Historians say that during
Hitler’s time there was a minister
for propaganda. But here, not just
the government, many people in
constitutional positions are in-
volved. However, the people have
understood the truth,” he said.

Asserting confidence in the Op-
position’s prospects, he said, “In
the coming time, we will not only
remove the BJP but ensure it is re-
moved for good.” He also accused
the state government of “failing” to
ensure women’s safety.

“If we look at the data, daugh-
ters are most unsafe in Uttar
Pradesh, and incidents continue to
occur while the government tries
to conceal them.” (PTI)

Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha prorogued; draws Modi buying jhalmuri’ to have impact
In Bengal polls: BJP's Anurag Thakur

curtains on Budget session of Parliament

NEW DELHI, April 20: The Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha were on Monday prorogued by Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu, two days after the House
was adjourned sine die.

“The Lok Sabha, which commenced its seventh
session on January 28, has been prorogued by the
Honourable President on April 20,” a press release
issued by the Lok Sabha secretariat said.

A similar notification was issued by the Rajya
Sabha secretariat.

“The Rajya Sabha which adjourned sine die on
the 18th April, 2026 has been prorogued by the
President on the 20th April, 2026,” the notifica-
tion said.

The Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha were ad-
journed sine die on Saturday.

The Lok Sabha saw the defeat of a crucial bill
to implement 33 per cent quota for women in leg-

islatures by increasing the strength of the Lower
House to 816 through a delimitation exercise.

The session, which began on January 28, saw
the passage of the Union Budget and Demands for
Grants.

In his concluding remarks, Speaker Om Birla
said 31 sittings were held during the session that
lasted around 151 hours and 42 minutes.

The productivity of the House during the ses-
sion was 93 per cent. The second half of the
Budget session, which began on March 9, saw the
passage of some key legislation despite opposition
uproar.

The second part of the session saw the passage
of the Finance Bill 2026-27 and the Demands for
Grants for various ministries, apart from the Ap-
propriation Bill, thus completing the budgetary
exercise in Parliament. (PTI)

KOLKATA, April 21: BJP MP Anurag Thakur on Tues-
day claimed that Prime Minister Narendra Modi buying
‘jhalmuri” in Jhargram would have an impact in the West
Bengal Assembly polls and asked if Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee attempted any such outreach to small
traders in 15 years.

Addressing a press conference here, the senior BJP
leader said that Narendra Modi was “not just a name but
a brand who lives in the hearts of people”.

The prime minister on Sunday posted a video on his of-
ficial X account in which he was seen buying ‘jhalmuri’,
a popular Bengali street food made of puffed rice, green
chillies, and spices, from a nondescript shop in Jhargram.

The PM, who was accompanied by his security person-
nel, paid the shopkeeper for the snack. When the man de-
nied taking the money, the prime minister insisted that he
accept it. Referring to the incident, Thakur said, “In the
past 15 years, did the chief minister ever visit a small shop
and buy something to eat? The prime minister did so.

“Even a small vendor selling goods worth Rs 10 feels
encouraged that the prime minister can eat at his shop.
This is not a small incident. Its impact will be seen in the
elections,” he said. He also accused the Trinamool Con-
gress government of blocking the implementation of sev-
eral Central welfare schemes in the state and accused it
of indulging in corruption. About the BJP-led Union gov-
ernment’s failed bid to pass bills for the implementation
of women’s quota in legislatures from 2029, Thakur said,
“Reservation for women is not a favour, it is their right.
The BJP has ensured the passage of the law, but parties
like the Congress and TMC delayed it for years.”

Another BJP leader, Harsh Vardhan Shringla, claimed
the TMC government has failed to ensure the safety of
women in the state. Once the BJP wins the West Bengal
Assembly polls, it would ensure “zero tolerance” towards
crimes against women and provide reservation and finan-
cial support to them as outlined in its poll manifesto, he
said. (PTI)

V-P haills rise of women power In civil services; hopes
for similar shift in Parliament, legislatures

NEW DELHI, April 21: Vice
President C P Radhakrishnan on
Tuesday appreciated the growing
participation of women in the civil
services and hoped that similar
progress would soon be witnessed
in Parliament and state assemblies.

Addressing a gathering of bu-
reaucrats during the Civil Services
Day celebrations here, the vice
president highlighted that the par-
ticipation of women in the civil
services has risen from around 21
per cent in 2016 to almost 31 per
cent in 2025.

“Civil services toppers are in-
creasingly women. We have in-
deed come a long way. Even
during my visit to various districts,
I am pleased to see women officers
serving as the police commission-
ers, collectors and SPs (superinten-
dents of police). This progress
stands as a powerful testament to
‘narishakti’ where talent rises
above stereotypes and determina-
tion wins over every obstacle,” he
said. Radhakrishnan said that this
rise is not merely numerical
progress but represents a funda-
mental shift in the mindset.

“That is the most welcoming

trend. It reminds us that when
women are given equal opportuni-
ties, they do not just succeed, they
redefine the meaning of success it-
self. I am hopeful that we will see
similar transformation in the com-
position of the Parliament and the
state legislatures too in the future,”
he said. His comments came fol-
lowing the recent defeat of The
Constitution (131st Amendment)
Bill, 2026 -- intended to imple-
ment a 33 per cent quota for
women in legislatures after carry-
ing out a delimitation exercise and
increasing the number of Lok
Sabha seats -- in the Lower House.
In his address to the civil ser-
vants, the vice president said that a
few decades ago, very few women
were appointed as district magis-
trates or police commissioners.
“Even when they were there,
their presence was limited to just a
handful. But today, the reality has
changed significantly,” he said.
Radhakrishnan said that the past
decade has seen a remarkable shift
as the share of women in civil
services has risen from around 21
per cent in 2016 to nearly 31 per
cent in 2025, and termed it “an en-

couraging and meaningful trans-
formation”.

“| really appreciate the interest
of the women and they are going
to contribute equally with the men,
maybe more,” he asserted.

The vice president said that the
poorest among the poor and their
needs have to be taken care of.

Referring to “freebies”, Rad-
hakrishnan said, “We have to
grow, we have to create wealth and
we have to serve the people who
are in need. “(But)  We
should not include everybody. If
you include everybody, then

everybody will become a benefici-
ary. Then the money will go out
just like that. The real needy peo-
ple should be helped....”

The vice president said that by
focusing on last-mile delivery and
staying responsive to ground real-
ities, the civil servants “make gov-
ernance more inclusive, more
effective and more impactful”.

Radhakrishnan said that plan-
ning an initiative or welfare pro-
gramme can be done in Delhi, but
its results can only be seen in a re-
mote village when it is imple-
mented in the real sense.

The country has achieved sev-
eral milestones in the last decade
and Bharat now occupies a place
of pride at the global level, he said.

“From nowhere, we become the
fifth largest economy, and from the
fifth, we have moved towards the
fourth largest economy and I’'m
sure soon we are going to be the
third largest economy of the
world,” the V-P added. On recent
technological changes, he said that
they are game changers and they
will serve as a useful tool for all of
us in our own line of work.

Radhakrishnan  remembered
going to a typewriting institute one
hour a day in his younger days to
learn typewriting, but over time,
“we shifted to computers and
tablets reflecting the steady march
of technology”.

“Now, we have entered the age
of artificial intelligence (Al) and
other new emerging technologies.
Today, as the chairman of the
Rajya Sabha, | am leveraging dig-
ital platforms to conduct the house
proceedings more effectively. We
cannot keep away from modern
technological changes,” he said. The
vice president asked the civil ser-

vants to embrace newer technologies
such as Al, machine learning and
blockchain, among others, as they
offer opportunities for improving
efficiency, transparency and citi-
zen service delivery.

He also urged states to adopt
forward-looking recruitment poli-
cies to strengthen governance. The
vice president said that some states
have not changed their recruitment
systems, as any degree holder is al-
lowed to apply for the post of a
technician. “Any degree is good
for the colonial mindset because
they want only clerks,” Radhakr-
ishnan said, and mentioned that se-
lection of technocrats and those
with medical degrees are joining
civil services.

Character and integrity are the
very foundations of public service,
the V-P said, adding that those who
are straightforward will always be
under pressure.

“Obeying the boss is different.
Obeying to the pressure is differ-
ent. | am not against obeying the
boss. But | am always against
obeying to the pressure. Pressure is
always for doing something we
should not.” (PTI)
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No one wants BJP to form govt, TMC will return to power again: Mamata

HALDIA (WB), April 21: West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday asserted
that the TMC will return to power in the state for
the fourth consecutive term, claiming that “no one
wants the BJP to form government”.

Addressing a poll rally at Haldia in Purba Me-
dinipur district, Banerjee also urged opposition
parties to come together to oust the BJP-led NDA

government from the Centre.

“The BJP will not win the elections in West
Bengal this time. The Trinamool Congress will
again form the government. We will also throw
out the BJP from Delhi in 2026 itself,” Banerjee

asserted. The TMC chief said she has been exten-
sively touring West Bengal for the last one month,
and during this period, “I have understood what
people want; it is clear that no one wants the BJP.”
Slamming the BJP for its ‘chargesheet’ against
the TMC dispensation over alleged financial irreg-
ularities and other issues, the CM said she was
also issuing a chargesheet against the saffron party
for “taking cut-money (commission)” in the Hal-
dia dock complex and adjoining industrial area.
“You gave a chargesheet against the TMC; | am
also issuing one against the BJP,” Banerjee said.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah had on March

28 unveiled a chargesheet against the TMC dis-
pensation, accusing it of corruption, deterioration
in law and order and facilitation of infiltration.
The chief minister, without naming anyone,
said, “There is one traitor who takes cut money
(commission) from truck drivers, workers’ wages
and companies in the Haldia port and industrial area.”
She claimed that the “traitor” takes 50 per cent of the
money and sends the rest “to one of his leaders”.
Banerjee also criticised Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for stating in a recent rally that he was the
BJP candidate in all 294 seats going to polls in
West Bengal. “You have to quit the post of the

Adityanath leads march against
defeat of women quota bill

LUCKNOW, April 21: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday claimed
that by opposing the Constitution
amendment bill to implement
women’s quota, the Congress and
the SP “misused” the option given
to them by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to shed their “anti-
women image”.

He made the remarks after par-
ticipating in the ‘Jan Aakrosh
Mahila Padyatra’ here to protest
against the Opposition’s obstruc-
tion of the bill. Thousands of
women marched from the chief
minister’s 5 Kalidas Marg resi-
dence to the Vidhan Bhavan via
Civil Hospital.

Adityanath led the march along
with Union minister and Uttar
Pradesh BJP chief Pankaj Chaud-
hary, deputy chief ministers Ke-
shav Prasad Maurya and Brajesh
Pathak, leaders of allied parties,
members of the cabinet and office
bearers of various BJP units.

“In protest against this injustice,
women across the country have
taken to the streets in a democratic
manner to express their anger. De-
spite the intense heat in Lucknow,
the participation of thousands of
women reflected widespread pub-
lic support and blessings for the
policies of the prime minister,” the
chief minister said.

Sharad Pawar to skip
voting inBaramati
bypoll due toill health

MUMBALI, April 21: NCP (SP)
president Sharad Pawar on Tues-
day said he will not be able to cast
his vote in the April 23 Baramati
assembly bypoll due to ill health,
and appealed to voters to support
Deputy Chief Minister Sunetra
Pawar, who is in the fray from the
ruling Mahayuti.

In a statement, Pawar said it was
with a “heavy heart” that he had to
take a decision of staying away
from voting in Baramati this time
as doctors have advised him
against travelling outside Mumbai
due to “sudden deterioration” in
his health.

Pawar, 85, was admitted to
Breach Candy Hospital in Mumbai
two days ago for a health check-up,
sources said on Tuesday.

The bypoll, necessitated due to
the demise of Maharashtra deputy
chief minister and NCP president
Ajit Pawar in a plane crash on Jan-
uary 28, will be held on April 23,
and the results will be declared on
May 4.

There is no candidate in the fray
from opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) against Sunetra
Pawar, who heads the ruling NCP.

The rival NCP (SP) had an-
nounced that it will not field a can-
didate against Sunetra Pawar.
While ally Congress gave candida-
ture to Akash More, the party later
decided to withdraw his name. There
are a total of 23 candidates, includ-
ing Sunetra Pawar, in the fray.

Sharad Pawar said he had
planned to travel to Baramati to
cast his vote as per his long-stand-
ing practice, but had to be admitted
to a hospital in Mumbai after his
health deteriorated. Doctors have
advised him against travelling out
of the city, he added.

“l have exercised my right to
vote in the Baramati constituency
continuously since 1967. This
time, too, | had decided to come to
Baramati and vote as per tradition.
However, due to a sudden deteriora-
tion in my health, I had to be admit-
ted to a hospital in Mumbai. Doctors
have strictly advised me not to
travel outside the city,” he said.

“Due to this unavoidable situa-
tion, 1 will not be able to cast my
vote. | wish to express this with a
deeply saddened and heavy heart,”
he added. Pawar said his party has
extended support to Sunetra Pawar
in the bypoll.

“This is, in a way, a tribute from
our party to the late Ajit Pawar. |
appeal to all voters in Baramati to
vote for Sunetra Ajit Pawar and
pay tribute to him,” the former
Union minister said.

Pawar also said he had explored
alternative options with election
authorities to cast his vote, but was
informed that no such provisions
were available. (PTI)

The government’s Constltutlon
(131st Amendment) Bill to imple-
ment women’s quota and increase
the number of Lok Sabha seats to
816 was defeated in the Lower
House last Friday.

Addressing party workers out-
side the Uttar Pradesh legislative
building, Adityanath said, “Be it
the Congress or the Samajwadi
Party, their face is undemocratic,
their deeds are anti-women. They
tried to misuse the option given to
them by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to shed their anti-women
image.” “Hence, the ‘aadhee
abadee’” (women) is staging
protests on the streets across the
country against the Congress and

its allies,” he added.

Adityanath also said the march
symbolises the resentment among
women against the “anti-women”
attitude of the Congress, Sama-
jwadi Party, TMC and the DMK.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has said there are only four castes in
the country. The first caste is women,
the second is poor, the third is youth,
the fourth is farmers. By centering
all policies around these four
groups, he has successfully steered
the nation to a new pinnacle of
economic progress,” he noted.

“Whether it is the work of ush-
ering in a new era of infrastructure,
preserving India’s rich heritage in
alignment with the vision of a ‘new

India,” or implementing schemes
aimed at the uplift of various sec-
tions of society, the focal point of
all these schemes is ‘Nari Shakti’
(women power). Numerous pro-
grammes have been launched specif-
ically to ensure their dignity,
security, and self-reliance,” he said.
Citing various schemes for women,
Adityanath said they serve as the
foundation of their self-reliance.

“Prime Minister Modi has for-
mulated all these schemes by plac-
ing the ‘aadhee aabadee’ (women)
as well as the poor, the youth, and
the ‘annadata’ (farmers) at the cen-
tre,” he said. The chief minister re-
ferred to the Swachh Bharat Mission,
Ujjwala Scheme, andf Ayushman
Bharat scheme as foundations of
women’s self-reliance. At the rally, Ed-
ucation Minister Gulab Devi likened
the SP and the Congress to frogs,
whose fate is to end up in the gut-
ter. “The mindset of the SP and
Congress is similar to that of a
frog. If they jump, they will only
fall into a drain. The women must
recognise the mentality of the op-
position,” she said.

Women Welfare Minister Baby
Rani Maurya said Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi and SP MP Dim-
ple Yadav thumped desks when the
bill was defeated in Parliament and
called upon women to avenge this
“insult”. (PTI)

counted on May 4.

prime minister first for that to happen,” she said.
The assembly elections will be held in two
phases - on April 23 and April 29. Votes will be

Alleging malpractice during vote counting in
the 2021 election in Nandigram, where BJP’s Su-
vendu Adhikari defeated her, Banerjee asked TMC
workers to come up with the name and address of
anyone who may indulge in irregularities.

“We will have to send them sweets after the
counting of votes, wherever in the country they
are,” she said. Banerjee said several industries are
coming up in the state and healthcare facilities are

being upgraded.
Addressing another rally at Jagaddal in North
24 Parganas district, the CM asserted that she

would go wherever any wrongdoing takes place

during the elections. “If | am stopped, | will hold
a ‘satyagraha’ sitting in my house,” she said.

Banerjee also said that she has never seen an
election for which so many central forces, ob-
servers and other officers have been deployed.

A record 2,450 companies of central paramili-
tary forces that comprise nearly 2.5 lakh personnel
have been deployed by the Election Commission
for the West Bengal assembly polls. (PTI)

North Bengal’s 54 seats
emerge as key battleground

BJP seeks to retain edge, TMC eyes gains

KOLKATA, April 21: North
Bengal, with its 54 assembly seats,
has once again emerged as one of
the principal theatres of the West
Bengal assembly polls, with the
BJP striving to retain the region
that powered its rise in the state,
and the TMC seeking to reclaim
lost ground amid shifting political
equations.

Voting in all 54 seats will be
held in the first phase on April 23.
For the BJP, north Bengal remains
the most viable route to offset the
TMC’s dominance in south Ben-
gal. For the ruling party, a recovery
here is essential if it is to blunt the
saffron surge, and deny the oppo-
sition the momentum it needs.

The region presents a complex
electoral mosaic where old loyal-
ties are under strain and new fault
lines are emerging.

The BJP, which turned north
Bengal into its strongest bastion
after the 2019 Lok Sabha polls and
consolidated that rise in the 2021
assembly election, is now battling
anti-incumbency, local dissidence
and unease over candidate selec-
tion. The TMC, on the other hand,
believes it has repaired its organi-
sation, rebuilt bridges with social
groups and regained some of the
ground it had ceded.

Families battle loss year after Pahalgam attack,

Army’s stern warning to perpetrators of terroris

That shlftlng contest plays out
differently across the region’s eight
districts: Darjeeling, Kalimpong,
Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar, Cooch
Behar, North Dinajpur, South Di-
najpur and Malda. From the hills
and tea gardens to the Rajbanshi
belt and the minority-dominated
plains, each district is shaped by its
own mix of identity, welfare, local
grievances and political memory.

“North Bengal is no longer a
one-wave region. The BJP still has
a structural advantage, but the con-
test is much closer than it was in
2021,” political analyst Subhomoy
Maitra said.

The BJP had swept north Bengal
in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, win-

NEW DELHI, April 21: The Indian Army
on Tuesday issued a stern warning to the
perpetrators of terrorism on the eve of the
first anniversary of the Pahalgam attack, as-
serting the response is decisive when
“boundaries of humanity are crossed” as
families of the victims said they are still
coming to grips with the loss.

As a tribute to those who lost their lives
in the attack that took place in the meadows
of Baisaran valley, a memorial has been
erected in the hill resort of Pahalgam. Built
of black marble, it bears the names of the 26
victims - 25 tourists and local ponywallah
Adil Shah - and has been constructed along
the banks of the Lidder river.

For the family of N Ramachandran, one
of the tourists killed, nothing has changed
and the family is yet to recover from his un-
timely death.

Ramachandran, 65, on holiday in Kashmir
with his wife, daughter, and grandchildren,
was gunned down by terrorists in the attack
on April 22 that sent shockwaves across the
country, prompting India to launch Opera-
tion Sindoor, a military response targeting
terror launchpads in Pakistan.

Arathi R Menon, before whose eyes her
father was Killed, said there was nothing
more for her to say about the tragedy. “What
more to say. | don’t want to say anything
more. A year has gone by, everything is the
same. So, | don’t want to comment anything
about it. Right now | am not in a state to
comment anything. | am so sorry,” she told
PTI in Kochi.

She also said she was in Kochi on-and-off

for the past one year and will now return to
Dubai permanently. Ahead of the anniver-
sary of the dastardly act, the Army in a post
on X, said, “When boundaries of humanity
are crossed, the response is decisive. Justice
is Served. India Stands United. #SindoorAn-
niversary #JusticeEndures #NationFirst.”

The post, heavily symbolic, also carried a
digital poster bearing a silhouetted image of
the map of India with the caption “SOME
BOUNDARIES SHOULD NEVER BE
CROSSED.”

The ‘O’ in the word ‘CROSSED’ was de-
picted by a bow! carrying a dash of ‘sindoor’
(vermilion), and a tagline at the bottom
printed in crimson hue, read, “INDIA DOES
NOT FORGET” with a red line drawn at the
bottom.

After launching the decisive military op-
eration, the Indian Army in a post on X on
May 7 last year had said, “#PahalgamTerro-
rAttack Justice is Served. Jai Hind!” along
with a digital poster that carried the name
‘OPERATION SINDOOR’. One of the Os
in ‘SINDOOR’ was portrayed as a bowl car-
rying a dash of ‘sindoor’.

For the family of Lt Vinay Narwal, the In-
dian Navy officer who was among those
killed, too, life hasn’t been the same.

Lt Vinay, 26, and his wife Himanshi were
on a honeymoon in Pahalgam when terror-
ists shot him at point-blank range.

Speaking to reporters at his Karnal resi-
dence, Rajesh Narwal, a government em-
ployee, said for the past one year, the family
has been grappling with the loss.

He said that his son’s death was not only

painful for the family, but also a major loss
for the nation.

The family of Manjunath Rao, a realtor
from Shivamogga in Karnataka, says the
trauma remains etched in their minds even
as they try to move on with life.

“They cannot forget anything. It remains
in their minds. But life has to go on... They
have no choice but to cope. His wife is not
willing to speak about it... What is there to
say? Life has to go on,” his cousin Ravi
Kiran told PTI.

Rao (47) was shot dead in front of his
wife Pallavi and their son.

Forty-one-year-old 1T  professional
Bharath Bushan from Bengaluru also fell
victim to bullets while his wife and their
then three-year-old son survived the attack.

Bushan’s father V Chennaveerappa was
unwilling to speak about the incident, only
saying, “We are in a lot of pain. | don’t wish
to speak about it. My wife is also unwell. We
are in deep distress.”

Pragati Jagdale, who lost her husband
Santosh Jagdale and his best friend Kaus-
tubh Ganbote, said, “We were all happy, tak-
ing pictures at Baisaran Valley when
suddenly gunshots were heard. Within mo-
ments, terrorists targeted my husband, his
friend Kaustubh Ganbote, and other un-
armed Hindu tourists on the basis of religion
and killed them.”

She said she saw her husband and his
friend being killed in front of her eyes.

“The incident has deeply scarred my psy-
che and it is not possible to forget that
trauma,” she said. (PTI)

several others injured in a blast at a fire-
works manufacturing unit at Mun-
dathicode in central Thrissur district on
Tuesday, officials said.

Around 40 people were suspected to
have been present in the shed at the time
of the explosion, and many of them sus-
tained burn injuries, with several re-
ported to be in critical condition.

The mishap occurred in a shed where
crackers were being prepared on behalf
of a temple devaswom ahead of the up-
coming Thrissur Pooram, which falls on
April 26. The injured were rushed to
nearby hospitals.

According to the Kerala State Disas-
ter Management Authority (KSDMA),
eight people were confirmed dead. Five
bodies were recovered, while the body
parts of three others were found at the
site. Television visuals showed resi-
dents assisting in rescue efforts, shifting
the injured and recovering remains from
the blast site.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan di-
rected that all necessary medical assis-
tance be provided to the injured and
instructed officials to ensure coordi-
nated rescue and relief operations.

He spoke to the chief secretary and
directed that, if required, the services of
expert doctors from outside the state be
utilised for treating those with severe
burn injuries, according to a Chief Min-
ister’s Office (CMO) statement.

All departments, including police,

nn M - [k
ning seven of the eight parliamen-

tary seats, and consolidated that
rise in 2021 by bagging 30 of the
54 assembly seats against the
TMC'’s 24.

The saffron camp retained an
edge in 2024, though it slipped
from its 2019 peak, winning six of
the eight Lok Sabha seats and lead-
ing in 31 assembly segments.

That electoral memory has made
the region the focal point of an in-
tense contest. The BJP has set itself
a target of winning 48 of the 54
seats, banking on its hold over the
Rajbanshi belt in Cooch Behar and
Jalpaiguri, the tea gardens of the
Dooars and Terai, and the hills of
Darjeeling and Kalimpong. (PTI)

8 killed, several injured In
m fireworks factory blast in Kerala

THRISSUR (KERALA), April
21: At least eight people were killed and

fire and rescue services, health, rev-
enue, and disaster management, have
been coordinated for rescue efforts, and
a special mechanism has been set up to
monitor the situation, it said.

The CM also expressed condolences
over the loss of lives.

State Health Minister Veena George
directed officials to ensure specialised
treatment for the injured and to make
necessary arrangements at Government
Medical College, Thrissur, and Thrissur
General Hospital.
have also been placed on alert.

She also called for the deployment of
additional ambulances, including those
under the Kaniv 108 service, for emer-
gency response and patient transport.

According to residents, the explosion
occurred at around 3.30 pm, and inter-
mittent blasts continued in the area,
hampering rescue operations.

Firecrackers were being manufac-
tured in multiple temporary sheds lo-
cated in an isolated area amid paddy
fields. A government official who
reached the spot said food had report-
edly been arranged for around 40 work-
ers, indicating that at least that many
people may have been present when the
accident occurred.

Some workers are believed to have
escaped with minor injuries, he added.

Fire and rescue personnel, along
with police, are leading the opera-
tions, though continuing explosions
are posing serious challenges to res-
cue efforts. (PTI)

Nearby hospitals

Govt strengthening infrastructure, prioritising early
diagnosis of non-communicable diseases: Nadda

NEW DELHI, April 21: Since
60 per cent of deaths in the country
take place due to non-communica-
ble diseases, the area is being pri-
oritised with focus on
strengthening infrastructure, and
early diagnosis and detection,
Union Health Minister J P Nadda
said on Tuesday.

Nadda chaired a session titled
“Addressing Non-Communicable
Diseases in India: From Preventive
to Care” here on the occasion of
Civil Services Day.

Addressing  the  gathering,
Nadda highlighted the transition in
India’s healthcare approach from
preventive to curative care. He
said, “In 2017, we came out with a
holistic and inclusive health policy,
where we focused on preventive,
promotive, curative, geriatric, re-
habilitative and palliative care.”

Nadda emphasised that while
the country has performed very
well on the communicable diseases
front, non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) need more focus as ob-
serving their outcomes require
more time, and a knowledge gap
exists in this field which needs to

be addressed.

Acknowledging this, Nadda
said, “Since 60 per cent of total
deaths in the country take place
due to NCDs, the area is being pri-
oritised.”

He further said under the Na-
tional Program for Prevention and
Control of Non-Communicable
Diseases, focus has been on
strengthening infrastructure, early
diagnosis and detection, timely re-
ferral, health awareness and man-
agement of NCDs.

“Health promotion is certainly
one of the major areas, and man-
agement of these diseases and
timely referral are also very impor-
tant. These are the key issues we
are trying to address as far as non-
communicable diseases are con-
cerned,” he said.

Underlining the government’s
efforts, Nadda said in the past six
years, the Centre has set up more
than 1.85 lakh Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs -- the first contact point
between 1.45 billion people and
health institutions. Each of these
Ayushman centres has one ASHA
worker, and wherever possible,

other frontline health staff.

He further said the government
has also strengthened mechanisms
related to screening of NCDs.

Nadda highlighted the positive
outcomes of these efforts, saying
“We have developed around 107
non-communicable disease clinics
at district-level points and 233 car-
diac care units.” “In this budget it-
self, it has been announced that
every district will have a day-care
cancer centre,” he added.

The Union minister underscored
the large-scale screening efforts to

address NCDs across the country.

He emphasised that since 2017,
41.5 crore people have been
screened for hypertension, out of
which 7.1 crore have been diag-
nosed, and 5.7 crore notified.

“We have tried to ensure early
detection to help make India
healthy. For example, 41.3 crore
people have been screened for di-
abetes, out of which 4.7 crore peo-
ple have been found diabetic, and
3.4 crore people are being treated.
For oral cancer, 35.3 crore people
have been screened so far and 2.3

lakh people have been diagnosed,
and around two lakh people are
being treated. Over 16.5 crore peo-
ple have been screened for breast
cancer.” Nadda further said 8.73
crore screenings have been con-
ducted for cervical cancer and 1.1
lakh women have been diagnosed,
out of which about 97,000 are
being treated.

He also underlined the proactive
role of the government in detecting
cancer at an early stage, reducing
the burden of cardiovascular dis-
eases, renal failure, liver issues and
other complications.

Nadda highlighted the efforts in
consolidating and expanding sec-
ondary and tertiary care, asserting,
“Today, we have 880 medical col-
leges, a number much more as
compared to the past, and 23 All
India Institutes of Medical Sci-
ences nationwide, out of which 20
are already operationalised.”

Nadda emphasised that telecon-
sultation is one area where eSan-
jeevani has been very important.

So far, more than 46.4 crore pa-
tients have availed teleconsultation
services, and the move has been

crucial in addressing the disease
burden in rural areas, he said.

Nadda also acknowledged that
nearly 70 per cent of NCD risk fac-
tors are related to lifestyle and by
focussing on prevention, a very
large number of cases can be man-
aged. He underscored the different
initiatives of the government to ad-
dress lifestyle diseases, like “Eat
Right India” and “Fit India”.

He reiterated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s call to reduce oil
consumption by 10 per cent, and to
consume less salt and sugar.

He also emphasised the impor-
tance of information, education
and communication and high-
lighted that significant awareness
measures are being rolled out to
tackle tobacco use. “India is one of
the leaders in legislation on ciga-
rettes and other tobacco products
and there is noticeable reduction in
smoking habits. However, there
are other forms of tobacco use
which still need to be addressed.”

Nadda also talked about the im-
portance of physical activity and
government initiatives catering to
the same. (PTI)
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- was rooted in the emotional legacy of the
original.

“‘Awarapan’ is an emotion so large that
it’s meant for the big screen. It also presents
exotic settings and large-scale sequences but
fundamentally it’s built on our core princi-
ples of layered storytelling with powerful
characters and rich music,” he said.

‘\ Bhatt added that Hashmi connected deeply
with the material.

“Emraan felt the angst of Shivam so
deeply that he stepped into character in a
heartbeat. And with Disha Patani joining us,
the world of the film opened up to new pos-
sibilities,” he said.

The sequel had earlier been announced for
an April 3 release before being pushed to the
Independence Day window.

The film is being developed as a musical,
intense love story, with two recreated songs
from the original album said to be among its
major highlights.

The original “Awarapan,” directed by

Emraan Hashmi-
isha Patani starrer
Awarapan 2’ to re- '

original, alongside Disha Patani, who joins
the franchise for the first time.

The film is directed by Nitin Kakkar, known
for “Filmistan,” and written by Bilal Siddiqui

——
ease on August 14

AYUSHMANN KHUR-

RANA, SHARVARI'S

‘'YEH PREM MOL LIYA’
TO HIT THEATRES ON
NOVEMBER 27

Khurrana and Sharvari, will be released in theatres on November 27, the makers an-
nounced on Tuesday.

Sooraj’s banner Rajshri Productions shared the news in a statement posted on Instagram.

“We Have An Announcement!! This November, Rajshri Productions (P) Ltd. in association
with Mahaveer Jain Films, brings to the BIG screen a family entertainer directed by Sooraj R.
Barjatya titled - “Yeh Prem Mol Liya’ starring Ayushmann Khurrana and Sharvari a Himesh
Reshammiya musical. In theatres 27th November 2026 - Save the date,” read the statement.

The film marks Sooraj’s comeback to movies after a gap of four years. The filmmaker, known
for making family dramas like “Hum Aapke Hain Koun..!”, “Hum Saath Saath Hai”” and “Vi-
vaah”, last directed “Uunchai”’ (2022), featuring Amitabh Bachchan, Boman Irani and Anupam
Kher.

Sooraj, who won the National Award for Best Director for “Uunchai”, reunites with composer
Himesh Reshammiya on the project. The two last collaborated on Prem Ratan Dhan Payo in
2014.

The film is being positioned as a wholesome family entertainer at a time when mainstream
Hindi theatrical cinema has been largely driven by action, horror and historical epics.

“Yeh Prem Mol Liya” brings Sharvari and Ayushmann together on screen for the first time.

Ayushmann has a packed slate ahead of “Yeh Prem Mol Liya”. His next release is the family
comedy “Pati Patni Aur Woh Do”, directed by Mudassar Aziz. The film is slated to hit cinemas
on May 15.

Sharvari, meanwhile, is equally busy with multiple projects. She stars in Imtiaz Ali’s “Main
Vaapas Aaunga” alongside Diljit Dosanjh and Vedang Raina. It is set to release in theatres on
June 12.

She will also feature in “Alpha”, the first female-led film in the YRF Spy Universe, co-star-
ring Alia Bhatt and directed by Shiv Rawail. The movie is set for a theatrical release on July 10.
(GAN))

Filmmaker Sooraj Barjatya’s next feature “Yeh Prem Mol Liya”, starring Ayushmann

Adivi Sesh's Dacoit: ‘SEPTEMBER 24, HINDFKAN- &,
NADA FILM ON ALZHEIMER'S, TO g
PREMIERE AT CANNES MARKET

Ek Prem Katha'
crosses Rs 50 crore
gross worldwide

ﬁ ction drama “Dacoit: Ek Prem Katha”, starring Adivi Sesh

September 217, the
debut feature from
22-year-old writer-
director Karen

Kshiti Suvarna, will have its

world premiere at the Marché du

Film at the Festival de Cannes on

May 16.

The film, shot in Hindi and Kan-
nada, centres on an Alzheimer’s
patient who believes his wife is
quarantined next door due to
COVID-19, while his estranged
son returns home torn between
personal ambition and duty.

Suvarna, who describes silence
and restraint as the film’s pri-
mary language, said the project is

and Mrunal Thakur, has crossed T 50 crore gross at the
worldwide box office, the makers said on Saturday.
The film, which opened to ¥ 15 crore on its first day last Friday,
- has seen significant growth over the
weekend.

“Adivi Sesh’s Dacoit: Ek Prem
Katha continues its impressive
run, winning hearts, thrilling
audiences, and holding a

L rock-solid grip at the box

M\ office. Riding high on an
y exceptional wave of ap-
preciation, the film wit-
nessed massive growth
over the weekend and has

man’s fight for love, death and redemption,”
“Awarapan 2” brings back Emraan Hashmi
as Shivam, the brooding protagonist of the

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000,

Described as an action drama about “one

of “Ba***ds of Bollywood” fame. It is pro-

Mohit Suri, had gained cult status over the

Jr NTR’s

movie with
‘KGF’ director :
Prashant Neel |

to come out In
June 2027

elugu superstar Jr NTR’s upcoming pan-India
movie with filmmaker Prashant Neel will be

released in theatres on June 11, 2027.

The first glimpse of the movie will be unveiled on
May 20, coinciding with Jr NTR’s 43rd birthday.

“When the storm finds its purpose,” wrote pro-
ducer Mythri Movie Makers on X while sharing the
announcement. The banner also shared a poster fea-
turing a striking avatar of Jr NTR.

The project, which has been postponed multiple
times since it went on floors in April 2025, was ear-
lier scheduled to release in June 2026.

Directed by Neel, who also penned the script, the
film is reportedly titled “Dragon”. It is jointly pro-
duced by Mythri Movie Makers, NTR Arts and T-

Series.

Neel is best known for the blockbuster “KGF”’
franchise and “Salaar Part 1: Ceasefire”, the latter

releasing in December 2023.

Jr NTR was last seen in “Devara: Part 17, di-
rected by Koratala Siva, which released in Septem-
ber 2024 alongside Janhvi Kapoor and Saif Ali

Khan. (PTI)

duced by Vishesh Bhatt and is currently in its
final leg of production in Mumbai.
Producer Vishesh Bhatt said the project

refunded

erman hard rock band Scorpi-
Gons, known for hit tracks such

as “Wind of Change” and
“Blackout”, has cancelled its shows in
India due to “unforeseen medical cir-
cumstances affecting the band mem-
bers”.

The band, which was founded in
Hanover in 1965 by guitarist Rudolf
Schenker, was set to perform in Shil-
long on April 21 at JN Stadium, fol-
lowed by stops at Delhi-NCR on
April 24 at HUDA Grounds, Ben-
galuru on April 26 at NICE Grounds
and Mumbai on April 30 at Jio Gar-
dens, BKC.

The “Coming Home” India Tour
was produced and promoted by Book-
MyShow Live.

The organisers shared an Instagram
post announcing the cancellation of
the shows on Saturday.

“We regret to inform you that the
Scorpions ‘Coming Home’ India Tour
scheduled in Shillong on April 21st,
Delhi-NCR on April 24th, Bengaluru
on April 26th and Mumbai on April
30th, stands cancelled due to unfore-
seen medical circumstances affecting
the band members,” read the note in
the post.

“We apologise for the inconvenience
and disappointment caused to fans.
The band are very keen to perform in

[

The cast also includes
Priyanka Upendra, Zarina
Wahab, Ajith Shidhaye
and Amit Behl.

The film is written by
Rajshekhar, with music by
Vinayy Chandraa.

Produced by Visica
Films, FMD Productions
and HumaraMovie with
Filmsmax, the project has
been endorsed by the
Alzheimer’s and Related
Disorders Society of India
(ARDSI).

HumaraMovie is part-
nered by Preety Ali, wife of
filmmaker Imtiaz Ali, and

years, particularly for its soundtrack, which
featured tracks such as “Toh Phir Aao” and
“Tera Mera Rishta”. (PTI)

Scorpions’ ‘Coming
Home' India tour can-
celled due to medical
concerns, tickets to be

India when possible and within their
schedule. All the tickets purchased on
bookmyshow will be automatically re-
funded within 7-10 working days,” it
added.

Besides Schenker, the members of
the band include guitarist Matthias
Jabs, vocalist Klaus Meine, bassist
Pawel Maciwoda and drummer
Mikkey Dee.

Scorpions last performed in India
during the 2000s, touring the country
as part of their “Acoustica Live Tour”
in August 2001 with a concert in Ben-
galuru, and later during the “Humanity
World Tour” in December 2007, when
they played shows in Shillong, Mum-
bai and Bengaluru.

Ahead of their “Coming Home”
tour, the band had shared their excite-
ment about returning to India and rem-
inisced about their previous visits.

“We have great memories from
playing in India almost 20 years ago.
We played in Shillong, Mumbai... and
we’re going to play again in those
cities this time around. The audience is
fantastic, it’s a rock audience and we
have best memories. And now, since
it’s such a long time ago, we expect to
play to a new generation also because
it’s almost 20 years ago and it’s time
for us to come back now,” Jabs told
PTL (PTI)

Vijay Devera onda teams
up with ‘Hi Nanna’ direc-
tor Shouryuv for next film

Telugu star Vijay Deverakond has joined hands with filmmaker
Shouryuv for his next feature film, the actor announced on Satur-
day. The 36-year-old actor shared the first look poster from the
project on Instagram and it featured him dressed in an army green
jumpsuit with gold gauntlets, walking three black dogs on gold chains.
“My next is-#VDxShouryuv. Introducing the team taking on the
scary task of making this intimidating film. So happy to have this fire-

cracker global team working on this one with Shoryuv on his wild
imagination and intense heart.

“ROAR my friends. I will give you my all. Peak excitement and lots
of love,” he wrote in the caption. Shouryuv made an impressive debut
with “Hi Nanna”, starring Nani and Mrunal Thakur in the lead.

The 2024 film was a commercial blockbuster and earned critical ac-
claim for its heartfelt storytelling, the lead performances, and its music
composed by Hesham Abdul Wahab. The compose will also provide
music for the new project, which is bankrolled by production banner
Vyra Entertainment. (PTI)

as much about those who care for
dementia patients as about the
patients themselves.

“The struggles faced by care-
givers are much greater than the
struggles faced by Alzheimer’s
patients,” the director said in a
statement.

In the movie, Pravin Singh

| 4 now amassed an impres-
sive total of over ¥ 50 crores gross worldwide,” the makers said in a
press note.

Directed by debutant Shaneil Deo, who co-wrote the screenplay
with Sesh, “Dacoit” is a bilingual release in Telugu and Hindi.

The movie, about an angry convict seeking vengeance on his ex-
girlfriend who betrayed him, is produced by Supriya Yarlagadda,
co-presented by Suniel Narang, and presented by Annapurna Stu-
dios. The film also stars Prakash Raj, Atul Kulkarni and Zayn
Marie Khan in pivotal roles. (PTI)

has previously backed festi-
val titles “Follower” and
“Tortoise Under the Earth”.

The film was earlier
showcased in the Work-in-
Progress section at the
56th International Film
Festival of India (IFFI) in
Goa. (PTI)

) 4

Sisodia plays the father living
with dementia.
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Rea Madrldc\als European championship again

LAUSANNE April 21: Real
Madrid has at least earned one tro-
phy this season and become a Eu-
ropean champion again on
Monday.

Madrid won the UEFA Youth
League final — effectively the
Champions League for under-19

TSI Racing returns
to WRC stage

Mascarenhas,
Karumbaiah to
debut in WRC3

LAS PALMAS (SPAIN), April
21: TSI Racing will return to the
global stage with Dean Mascaren-
has and co-driver Gagan Karumba-
iah set to make their FIA World
Rally Championship debut in the
WRC3 class at Rally Islas Ca-
narias, beginning on Thursday.

The 50th edition of the rally,
based in Gran Canaria, will feature
18 special stages covering
301.30km, run entirely on asphalt.

Driving a Ford Fiesta Rally3, the
Indian duo will compete in a strong
WRC3 field across the fast and
technical tarmac stages over four
days. Their entry marks the return
of a team that has long contributed
to India’s international rallying
ambitions. With support from PH
Sport, Mascarenhas and Karumba-
iah will look to make a smooth
transition to the world stage.

The programme follows Mas-
carenhas’ dominant 2025 Indian
National Rally Championship
campaign and signals a structured
push into global competition.

Under its earlier Sidvin banner,
the team had helped Indian drivers
like Gaurav Gill and Naren Kumar
break into the WRC circuit.

“This is a moment I’ve been
working toward for a long time,”
Mascarenhas said.

“Gagan and | have put in a lot of
work together, and TSI Racing has
given us everything we need. The
WRC is the biggest stage — and
we’re going there to give it every-
thing we’ve got. The testing went
well and we feel prepared in the
new car and the new setup.”

Karumbaiah, the reigning na-
tional co-driver champion, will
play a crucial role with his pace
notes and race management on un-
familiar terrain. (PTI)

Gheorghe Hagi returns
for second stintas
national team coach

BUCHAREST (ROMANIA), April
21: Romania great Gheorghe Hagi
has been hired as national team coach
for the second time. He was ap-
pointed to replace Mircea Lucescu,
who died two weeks ago.

The 61-year-old Hagi is widely re-
garded as Romania’s greatest ever
soccer player, having led the country
to the World Cup quarterfinals in
1994. He also played for Barcelona
and Real Madrid as a creative attack-
ing midfielder. His first stint as Ro-
mania coach was in 2001 and lasted
three months, ending after failing to
get the team through the playoffs for
the 2002 World Cup.

Hagi has since coached clubs in
Romania and Turkey — including
Galatasaray and Steaua Bucharest —
but is back in charge of the No. 56-
ranked national team, which will not
be at the World Cup in the United
States, Canada and Mexico. (AP)

teams — by beatmg Club Brugge
in a penalty shootout after a 1-1
draw on a sun-splashed evening in
Switzerland.

Madrid  goalkeeper Javier
Navarro was key to a 4-2 shootout
win, saving from Brugge’s Naim
Amengai and Tian Koren.

The Spanlsh power’s second
title in the 12-year history of the
UEFA youth competition came
five days after elimination in the
Champions League quarterfinals,
where Madrid fielded no home-
grown academy players in the
starting lineup against Bayern

Munich.

Club president Florentino Perez
was present on Monday at the sta-
dium of Swiss club Lausanne-
Sport alongside UEFA president
Aleksander Ceferin. Two months
ago, Madrid and UEFA settled a
years-long dispute over the failed
breakaway Super League project
driven by Perez.

Ceferin presented the players’
medals and put his right arm
around the shoulders of his fellow
Slovenian Koren to console the
tearful 16-year-old.

Madrid defender Diego Aguado
scored the decisive spot kick be-
yond the dive of Brugge goal-
keeper Argus Vanden Driessche.
The teams went directly to a
shootout without playing extra
time.

It was the second shootout win
for Madrid in three days, after
Navarro’s saves helped the team
beat Paris Saint-Germain on Fri-
day in the semifinals, which also
finished 1-1 on Lausanne’s artifi-

cial turf.

On Monday, Madrid dominated
the early play and influential
winger Daniel Yafiez came close
to scoring three times.

The lead came in the 23rd
minute when center forward Ja-
cobo Ortega scored from a deft
flick with his right heel in the
goalmouth. The Brugge defense
was in nervous turmoil and
Madrid twice had chances in the
next 90 seconds to double the lead

Brugge leveled in the 64th
when Tian Koren’s surging run
and low cross across the goal was
met by Tobias Lund Jensen.

Madrid joined Chelsea with two
UEFA Youth League titles.
Barcelona has three, including last
year.

Barcelona has a clear lead over
Madrid in Spain’s La Liga, and
Real Sociedad won the Copa del
Rey on Saturday, leaving
Madrid’s star-studded first team
trophyless for a second straight
season. (AP)

Soccer player Dos Santos signs first pro deal
after surviving fatal bar fire in Switzerland

METZ (FRANCE), April 21: After surviving
a fatal bar fire in Switzerland on New Year’s
Day, French soccer player Tahirys Dos Santos
has signed his first professional contract with

Metz.

The Ligue 1 club announced the one-year
contract signing late Monday, nine days after
the 19-year-old defender returned to play for

its reserves team.

Dos Santos was severely burned in the fire
at a bar in ski resort Crans-Montana in the
early hours of Jan. 1 that killed 41 people and

injured more than 100.

“This moment has an even more special
meaning after the difficult months | went
through in the hospital,” Dos Santos said in a
club statement. “This test made me stronger

and taught me to never give up.”

The French teenager, who has family ties to
Cape Verde, joined his local club Metz at age
eight. His return to action on April 11 was in

the French fifth-tier division.

Metz is last in Ligue 1 and will be relegated
to play in the second tier next season.

A product of Metz’ youth academy, Dos
Santos is described by the club as “a tireless
worker and exemplary both on and off the
field.” After being named captain of the re-
serve team at the start of the season, he began
training with the first team and earned his first
call-up at the end of December for a French

Cup match.

“l am very happy and proud to sign my first
professional contract with my training club.
It’s the culmination of many years of work,
sacrifice, and determination to achieve my

childhood dream,” he said.

That dream could have come to an abrupt
end in Crans-Montana. But Dos Santos man-

aged to survive the inferno.

While he could have escaped before the fire
spread, he turned back to rescue his girlfriend
Coline from the restroom.

“We had been in the bar for thirty or forty
minutes, the atmosphere was good,” he told
L’Equipe newspaper earlier this year. “Coline
wanted to go to the restroom, so | went with
her. I came out before she did and headed to-
ward the exit. That’s when | saw the flames. |
immediately understood we were in danger. |
didn’t think — | turned back to get her. |
shouted her name, and she immediately saw in

AL-ANi rally nto the AFC Champmns League Elite final

JEDDAH (SAUDI ARABIA),
April 21: Defending champion
Al-Ahli reached the final of the
AFC Champions League Elite
after Ivan Toney’s second-half
goal beat Vissel Kobe of Japan
2-1 on Monday.

In Saturday’s final in Jeddah,
Al-Ahli will face Shabab Al-Ahli
of the United Arab Emirates or
Machida Zelvia of Japan, who
meet on Tuesday.

Al-Ahli came from behind
after Vissel Kobe took the lead in
the 32nd minute. Yuya Osako
headed a free kick into the path

of Yushinori Muto, who finished
from close range.

Al-Ahli came close to equaliz-
ing just before halftime when
Rayad Hamad hit the post with a
header, and England striker
Toney backheeled narrowly wide
moments later.

Toney had the ball in the net
five minutes after the restart, run-
ning clear to fire low from just in-
side the area, but the effort was
ruled out for offside.

Kobe nearly doubled its lead
soon after, only for Daiju
Sasaki’s shot to rebound off the

crossbar.

Al-Ahli equalized in the 62nd
when Brazilian winger Galeno
curled a shot into the top corner
from 25 meters.

The Saudi side went ahead
eight minutes later when the
Kobe goalkeeper’s parry fell to
Toney, whose first-time shot
went in through a crowded six-
yard box.

Riyad Mahrez thought he had
added a third with 15 minutes re-
maining but the effort from the
former Manchester City star was
disallowed for offside. (AP)

my eyes that something was wrong. She fol-
lowed me right away.”

Dos Santos recalled that he was separated
from his girlfriend after they both slipped in a
staircase as panic spread. L’Equipe reported
that Dos Santos suffered burns to his back,
face, hands and arms, and underwent a skin
graft. Coline was evacuated to a hospital in
Belgium and spent three weeks in a coma, un-
dergoing surgery three times.

“l want to send all my support to everyone
who is still fighting, never lose hope,”
Santos said. (AP)

Dos

Sony hags Asian Games
Droadcast rights

NEW DELHI, April 21: Sony Pic-
tures Networks India has secured the
exclusive broadcast rights for the 20th
Asian Games Aichi-Nagoya 2026,
scheduled to be held in Japan from
September 19-October 4.

As per the deal, the continental
showpiece will be telecast on Sony
Sports  Network channels and
streamed on Sony LIV across India
and the subcontinent.

India will head into the Games on
the back of a historic campaign in
the previous edition, where it se-
cured a record 107 medals.

“We are proud to bring this con-
tinental multi-sport event back to
Sony Pictures Networks for the
third time,” Rajesh Kaul, Chief
Revenue Officer and Business Head
— Sports and International, SPNI
said in a release.

The Asian Games, one of the
biggest multi-sport events globally,
will feature 41 disciplines, includ-
ing 32 Olympic sports, with new
additions such as mixed martial arts
and surfing.

Traditional events like cricket,
tennis, esports, kabaddi, sepak
takraw and kurash will also be part
of the programme.

Cricket is expected to be a major
attraction for Indian audiences, with
both men’s and women’s teams in
contention for top honours. (PTI)

Red-faced AFI
Vows to come out of
highest-risk of doping
category S00N

NEW DELHI, April 21: Left red-
faced after the Athletics Integrity
Unit (AlU) designated India as a
country with an “extremely high”
risk of doping, the national federa-
tion on Tuesday said it will work
with the National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA) and the Sports
Ministry to quickly come out of the
category of worst doping offend-
ers.

India was on Monday placed in
the highest-risk category for dop-
ing by the Athletics Integrity Unit
(AlIU), an independent watchdog
set up by World Athletics (WA),
after recording the highest number
of positive cases over the past two
years.

In a decision taken recently by
the AIU Board, the Athletics Fed-
eration of India (AFI) has been re-
categorised from Category B to
Category A under Rule 15 of the
World Athletics’ Anti-Doping
Rules.

The development will put the In-
dian athletes under more stringent
anti-doping stipulations.

The AFI acknowledged the
AlU’s decision and said it will
work towards moving out of Cate-
gory A.

“With continued collaboration
with the AIU, NADA and the min-
istry of youth affairs and sports,
AFI is confident that India will
overcome the challenge and soon
be removed from Category A,”
said AFI.

Under the World Athletics Anti-
Doping Rules, the AIU Board cat-
egorises all Member Federations
according to their doping risk to
the sport. Category ‘A’ Member
Federations, representing the high-
est risk, are subject to more strin-
gent requirements, including
minimum testing of their national
team athletes.

Category ‘B’ Member Federa-
tions represent a medium doping
risk while Category ‘C’ Member
Federations represent a low doping
risk.

India has ranked in the top two
for the most Anti-Doping Rule Vi-
olations (ADRVs) in athletics be-
tween 2022 and 2025.

According the AIU, India
recorded 48 ADRVs (ranked 2nd)
in 2022, 63 (ranked 2nd) in 2023,
71 (ranked 1st) in 2024 and 30
ADRVs (ranked 1st) in 2025 (data
received so far).

Recently, India have surpassed
Kenya to top the Athletics Integrity
Unit’s (AIU) list of ineligible per-
sons due to doping violations with
148 suspended athletes.

Under Rule 15.3.3 of the World
Athletics Anti-Doping Rules in
force since January 2026, every
three years the AlU Board shall de-
termine in its absolute discretion
the category of each Member Fed-
eration by taking into account fac-
tors such as doping history of
athletes, athlete support personnel
etc, confidential intelligence or
other information, the extent of
success, or the potential for suc-
cess, of the Member Federation in
international events, the effective-
ness of the national anti-doping
programme in the country to deter,
detect and pursue doping at all lev-
els.

The AlIU, however, may change
a Member Federation’s assigned
category at any time within the
three years.

The AFI said it has consistently
maintained that doping undermines
the growth of athletics in India.

“The federation has actively col-
laborated with anti-doping bodies,
both domestic and international, to
strengthen education, enhance test-
ing and support intelligence-led in-
vestigation,” the AFI said.

“AFIl has also strongly advo-
cated for the criminalisation of
those responsible for doping -- par-
ticularly at the grassroots -- to deter
coaches and parents from exploit-
ing young athletes.”

It said the AIU has also recog-
nised AFI’s push for meaningful
anti-doping reforms in India and
said it remains committed to work-
ing closely with the AIU and
NADA to combat doping at every
level.

While upgrading India in Cate-
gory A from Category B, AlU
Chair David Howman has said that
the doping situation in India “has
been high-risk for a long time”
and, unfortunately, the “quality of
the domestic anti-doping pro-
gramme is simply not proportion-
ate to the doping risk.”

“While the AFI has advocated
for anti-doping reforms within
India, not enough has changed.
The AIU will now work with the
AFI to achieve reforms to safe-
guard the integrity of the sport of
athletics, as we have done with
other ‘Category A’ Member Feder-
ations,” he had said.

Obligations Under Rule 15

A Category ‘A’ Member Feder-
ation shall ensure that there is an
effective, intelligent and propor-
tionate annual testing programme
maintained and implemented
within their jurisdiction that com-
plies with the International Stan-
dard for Testing and Investigations.

The Testing Programme must
ensure that athletes of the national
team in any World Athletics Series
Event, Olympic Games or World
Athletics Ultimate Championship,
and who are not already on the In-
ternational Registered Testing
Pool, have been adequately tested.

The Testing Programme must in-
clude in-competition testing, no
notice out-of-competition testing
and pre-competition blood testing
for screening purposes (Athlete Bi-
ological Passport) and analyses as
prescribed by WADA.

If athletes do not reside or train
from time to time in the country, it
remains the responsibility of Cate-
gory ‘A’ Member Federation to en-
sure that the athletes are subject to
testing abroad.

A Category ‘A’ Member Feder-
ation shall monitor the perform-
ance of elite athletes under its
jurisdiction and keeps the pool up-
dated throughout the duration of
the Testing Programme.

No athlete may participate in the
World Championships or Olympic
Games unless, in the 10 months
prior to the deadline set by the In-
tegrity Unit for the relevant Event,
they have undergone at least three
no notice Out-of-Competition
tests. (PTI)

Bhagwant Mann meets hockey legend Bovelander, nvites him to engage with Punjab athletes

CHANDIGARH, April 21: Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on Tuesday
reached out to celebrated Dutch hockey leg-
end Floris Jan Bovelander, offering to tap
into his expertise to further strengthen
hockey in the state, especially in the lead-up
to the prestigious Asian Champions Trophy.

During a detailed meeting, Mann, who
is currently on a visit to the Netherlands,
discussed the broader ecosystem of
hockey and sports in Punjab, emphasising
the government’s commitment to restoring
the pristine glory of the national game.

He lauded 60-year-old Bovelander’s ex-
ceptional skills and immense contribution
to hockey, noting that his remarkable jour-
ney continues to inspire young players
across the globe.

Last month, Mann had said that the up-
coming Asian Champions Trophy will be
hosted by Punjab in October this year.

The ACT will also be the first interna-
tional hockey tournament to be held in
Punjab under the aegis of the International
Hockey Federation (FIH) and the Asian
Hockey Federation (AHF).

Mann invited the legendary Dutch drag-
flicker Bovelander to Punjab, saying the
state is keen to facilitate his engagement with
athletes to sharpen their skills and exposure.

Mann said Bovelander has graciously ac-
cepted the invitation and added that he will
be engaging with Punjab athletes and moti-
vating them ahead of the upcoming ACT.

Mann on Saturday embarked on a visit to
the Netherlands to strengthen bilateral part-

nerships and attract mvestments across key
sectors including food processing, logistics,
alloys and steels, pharmaceuticals and infor-
mation technology, officials had said.
“Punjab is committed to nurturing
sporting talent and taking hockey to new

heights. It is a matter of immense pride
that, for the first time in its history, Punjab
will host the Hockey Asian Champions
Trophy, which is a major milestone for the
state’s sporting ecosystem,” Mann said,
according to an official statement on Tues-
day after the CM met Bovelander.

Highlighting the significance of upcom-
ing international events, Mann said the
Asian Games will conclude in early Octo-
ber, after which the top six teams will
compete in the Champions Trophy.

He added that the approval of a four-na-
tion invitational tournament will further
strengthen Punjab’s position as a global
hockey hub.

“Despite a strong Punjabi presence in
Indian hockey over decades, Punjab had

never hosted a major international hockey
tournament until now. This marks a his-
toric shift,” he noted.

Reiterating the deep-rooted connection
between Punjab and hockey, Mann said
the two are inseparable.

“It is impossible to imagine Indian
hockey without Punjabi players. More
than 50 players from Punjab have won
Olympic medals, and 10 Punjabi players
have captained India in Olympic hockey,”
he stated.

Emphasising Punjab’s rich legacy,
Mann pointed out that villages such as
Sansarpur, Khusropur and Mithapur have
collectively produced over 20 Olympians.

He further highlighted recent achieve-
ments, stating that India’s bronze medal at

the Tokyo 2020 Olympics came after a gap
of 41 years, with nine Punjab players in
the squad led by Manpreet Singh.

“In the 2024 Paris Olympics as well,
India secured another bronze medal, with
10 Punjabi players in the team, where Har-
manpreet Singh led the side and emerged
as top scorer,” he added.

Sharing a few snippets from the meet-
ing, Mann wrote on X: “Delighted to meet
Olympian Floris Jan Bovelander in
Netherlands, who is a celebrated Dutch
hockey legend known for his exceptional
skills and contributions to the sports indus-
try. His remarkable journey and experi-
ence will greatly inspire our young
players. Invited him to Punjab, and he has
graciously accepted. (PTI)
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Parag's poor form, millll_m-ﬂl'ﬂﬂl’ WOES WOITYy “A 99-run loss is
RR as they aim to hait shide vs struggling LG

LUCKNOW, April 21: The form of the mid-
dle order, particularly that of skipper Riyan
Parag, will be a key concern as Rajasthan
Royals look to arrest a slide after back-to-
back defeats when they take on a struggling
Lucknow Super Giants in an IPL match, here
on Wednesday.

Placed third in the points table, the inaugu-
ral edition champions began their campaign
with four successive wins but have since fal-
tered in their last two outings.

They suffered a 57-run defeat to Sunrisers
Hyderabad after collapsing dramatically, los-
ing five wickets for nine runs against pace.

In their previous match against Kolkata
Knight Riders, RR let a strong position slip
as Rinku Singh engineered a stunning turn-
around to hand KKR their first win in seven
matches this season.

As for Parag, a surprise choice as their
skipper after Sanju Samon’s exit, has endured
a pathetic run with the bat, registering three
single-digit scores in six innings with a high-
est of just 20 so far.

The top-three, in Yashasvi Jaiswal, Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi and Dhruv Jurel, has been RR’s
main force with the bat this season, but the
side has often struggled when they fail.

While Parag is woefully out of touch, vet-
eran Ravindra Jadeja has looked a shadow of
his past self, while Guyanese big-hitter Shim-
ron Hetmyer (39 runs from four innings) is
yet to fire.

However, batting coach Vikram Rathour
has backed his skipper to come good.

“As far as [ am concerned, it is just a matter
of time. Not everyone makes runs every
time,” Rathour had said of Parag’s poor run,
after their defeat to Kolkata Knight Riders at
Eden Gardens.

“Teams run in such a way that some stay
in form, some stay out of form. There is no
doubt that he will come back and win us a
few games on his own as a batter.”

Fielding has also been a concern for RR.
Nandre Burger dropped Rinku on 8, a lapse
that proved costly as he, along with Anukul
Roy, turned the game in the death overs.

However, despite the setbacks, RR ap-
pear a stronger unit than LSG, who are lan-
guishing in ninth place after three
consecutive losses.

RR boast one of the most effective opening
pairs this season, with Sooryavanshi in fine

form and Jaiswal providing consistent starts.

LSG bowlers will need early break-
throughs to stay competitive.

However, that may not be easy as LSG’s
bowling attack is reeling after being taken
apart by Punjab Kings.

Priyansh Arya and Cooper Connolly pow-
ered PBKS to 254/7 -- the highest total of the
season -- en route to a 54-run win.

Arya and Connolly shared a 182-run stand
for the second wicket in just 13.2 overs, put-
ting the LSG attack under severe pressure.

Prince Yadav has been a rare bright spot
with figures of 2/25, while pacers Avesh

Khan and Mohammed Shami have struggled
for control. Manimaran Siddharth has also
been expensive.

LSG will hope to target RR’s fragile mid-
dle order.

The Lucknow batting unit, too, looks un-
settled and they are still trying to figure out
their best XI.

The decision to promote Ayush Badoni to
open alongside Mitchell Marsh did not yield
results.

Marsh though scored back-to-back 40s but
has failed to convert starts, while captain
Rishabh Pant has also not delivered consis-
tently.

Nicholas Pooran’s poor form has further
compounded their problems.

For LSG to turn things around, their batting
and bowling have to fire collectively.

Teams:

LSG: Rishabh Pant (c), Aiden Markram,
Himmat Singh, Matthew Breetzke, Mukul
Choudhary, Akshat Raghuwanshi, Josh In-
glis, Mitchell Marsh, Abdul Samad, Shahbaz
Ahmed, Arshin  Kulkarni, Wanindu
Hasaranga, Ayush Badoni, Mohammed
Shami, Avesh Khan, M Siddharth, Digvesh
Rathi, Akash Singh, Prince Yadav, Arjun Ten-
dulkar, Anrich Nortje, Naman Tiwari,
Mayank Yadav, Mohsin Khan.

Rajasthan Royals: Riyan Parag (c),
Dhruv Jurel, Donovan Ferreira, Lhuan-Dre
Pretorius, Ravi Singh, Aman Perala, Shimron
Hetmyer, Shubham Dubey, Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshi, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Ravindra Jadeja,
Sam Curran, Adam Milne, Brijesh Sharma,
Jofra Archer, Kuldeep Sen, Kwena Maphaka,
Nandre Burger, Ravi Bishnoi, Sandeep
Sharma.

Match starts: 7.30 pm. (PTI)

[wasworingnmy
rke, Swing st

AHMEDABAD, April 21: Young
Mumbai Indians pacer Ashwani
Kumar said he worked diligently on
his yorkers and swing while waiting
patiently for an opportunity, making
the most of it with a four-wicket
haul against Gujarat Titans.

After Tilak Varma’s 101 off 45
balls powered Mumbai Indians to
199 for 5, Ashwani, playing his first
game of the season, returned figures
of four for 24 as the visitors bowled
out Gujarat Titans for 100 in 15.5
overs.

“I was working on my yorker, on
my swing. I was just waiting.
Whenever I got a chance, | would
do well. Otherwise, I was going to
the temple. That’s all [ was doing,”
the 24-year-old said during the post-
match press conference.

“I had seen the batsmen before,
how they play, but when I went in
and saw them, I did what the wicket
demanded. We discussed it with the
captain and tried to execute accord-
ingly.

“It’s a black-soil pitch, so we
knew the ball would keep a bit low.
In the first innings, the ball was
moving a bit here and there. So our
plan was to hit the right lengths and
bowl according to what the surface
demanded.”

With the 99-run victory, Mumbai
Indians snapped a four-match los-
ing streak to climb to seventh place
in the standings.

“We were looking at the mistakes
we had made and followed what the
coaches were telling us,” Ashwani
said. (PTI)

Holder calls selection chatter ‘unnecessary
energy’, focuses on staying ready

KOLKATA, April 21: Fretting about selection
“consumes a lot of unnecessary energy” for
West Indies’ seasoned pace-bowling all-
rounder Jason Holder, who insists he has
moved on from expecting things to “fall into
my lap” as he waits for his opportunity with
Gujarat Titans.

The 34-year-old, returning to the IPL after
two seasons following a Rs 7-crore deal, has so
far been overlooked with the franchise persist-
ing with an overseas combination of Jos But-
tler, Rashid Khan, Glenn Phillips and Kagiso
Rabada.

But following GT’s 99-run shellacking by
Mumbai Indians at their home in Ahmedabad
on Monday could prompt a rethink with Holder
providing option of bowling both inside the
power play and at the death, and also donning
a finisher’s hat with the bat.

In an exclusive interaction with PTI, the tall
Bajan spoke about remaining focused on stay-
ing ready for a call-up rather than get distracted
by the outside noise pertaining to selection.

“For us, getting consumed with when to play,
or who’s to play, or if not to play, or if this person
should be playing or not... to me, it just consumes
a lot of unnecessary energy,” Holder said.

“Your job as an individual player is to be
ready -- just come in and do a job for the team
when called upon. The rest of it is in our hands.

“So I wouldn’t even get sucked into who
should play, or where we should be working,
or who should bat or bowl. It’s just more or less
about what is required for us as a team to win.”

Asked about his ideal batting position, he
said: “Look, whatever position I’'m needed in
is ideal for me.

“Gone are the days when I would think that
things will fall into my lap the way [ want them

to be... So for me, it’s more or less about ad-
justing to what the team needs and getting the
job done. Me, personally, I came here to play.

“And yeah, whenever I do get an opportu-
nity, I really want to grab it with both hands and
enjoy it -- enjoy the experience -- and help this
team to win.

On his readiness with bowl, he said: “I’ve
been bowling four overs my whole career, so |
don’t see it being anything different. But again,
whatever the team needs, I’'m just ready to
bowl, come in and do a good job for them.”

“Your job as an individual player is to be
ready... Just come in and do a job for the team
when called upon. The rest of it is in our hands.

“So I wouldn’t even get sucked into who
should play, or where we should be working,
or who should bat or bowl. It’s just more or less
about what is required for us as a team to win.”

Chasing 200 against MI, GT suffered a bat-
ting meltdown to be bundled out for 100 as
their batters came in for a lot of flak.

The Shubman Gill-led side has now slipped
outside the top five, with their net run rate (-
0.821) the second worst in the table -- only

ahead of bottom-placed Kolkata Knight Riders
(-0.879) -- ahead of their away match against
Royal Challengers Bengaluru on Friday.

“It’s hard losing any cricket game. Obvi-
ously, we had a tough loss last night... a pretty
big defeat. But the only direction that we can
go from here is up.

“We’ve had some really good discussions in
the dressing room around how we can get bet-
ter and the things that we need to do to im-
prove.”

Watch out for young pace gun Sharma

Bowling 150kph thunderbolts, 23-year-old
rookie Rajasthan pacer Ashok Sharma has been
a revelation this season.

Holder said he is one to watch out for in the
long term.

“To see a young bowler come in and bowl at
145 kmph consistently... Ashok has been one
of those guys who has really impressed me on
that front.

“He’s got pace, and beyond his pace is his
skill... You see his slower balls, you see he’s
able to nail the yorkers, and over a period of
time, he’ll gain experience, he’ll gain knowl-
edge and understand when to bowl his deliver-
ies at the best time.

“I’'m really excited to see his progress. |
think he’s one to watch out for. If he remains
fit and remains hungry, I think he can definitely
go places.

“You can’t train pace. You either have pace
or you don’t have pace and to sustain it without
being injured for a very long time is difficult.

“So he’s got a natural gift for being quick,
but he’s added some skills as well. So, I guess
with more experience and more knowledge
about the game, I expect pretty good things
from him.” (PTI)

unacceptable’
Hayden blames batting horror

AHMEDABAD, April 21: Gu-
jarat Titans’ batting coach
Matthew Hayden was scathing
about their 99-run defeat to
Mumbai Indians, blaming a “hor-
ror” batting display and poor
death bowling for the heavy loss
in the IPL.

From being 44/3 in 5.5 overs,
MI hammered 73 runs in the last
four overs to post a challenging

199/5 here on Monday. In reply,
GT were bundled out for 100.

“I expect our margins to be a
lot smaller than 100 (99). That is
an unacceptable scorecard for our
batting unit,” the legendary Aus-
tralian opener told media in the
post-match interaction.

“It was just a horrible day for
us today. Truth be told, there
was nothing good about this
day, really, apart from Rabada’s
performance with the ball. so
we’ve got some work to do,
definitely.”

GT boast a strong batting line-
up in Sai Sudharsan (759 runs),
Shubman Gill (717), and Jos But-
tler (538). They have also added
New Zealand’s explosive Glenn
Phillips in the middle order
alongside Shahrukh Khan and
Rahul Tewatia.

“When you look down at our
batting line-up, we’ve got won-
derful players that have to be in a
better mindset and better position
to take their opportunities. That is
our expectations and has been
since the conception of this Gu-
jarat Titans franchise...

“So you can’t be sitting here
and being happy about, a 100-run
(99) margin game in a 20-over
game. | mean, back in my day,
100 runs was almost a winning
total in 50-over cricket!”

The 54-year-old said GT lost
the game in the powerplay.

“Well, middle order was un-
doubtedly exposed today. When
they’re coming in with six overs,
you know that you’re in deep
trouble. The thing about the
power plays is that you can’t win
it from there, especially in a run
chase, but you can definitely lose
it, and we lost it in the power
play,” he said.

Shahrukh (35 off 25 balls) and
Tewatia (49 off 42) have not fared
well this season and Hayden feels
the duo along with Phillips (67
off 54 balls) have been struggling
because the top order has been
below its best.

“The relevance behind balls
faced when you look at, for ex-
ample, someone like Glenn
Phillips -- his record in T20
cricket is an impressive strike rate
and you’ll take that all day long
in the majority of games,” Hay-

den said.

“However, you need an upfront
batting effort where you consis-
tently taking the lion’s share of
the batting. We shouldn’t be al-
lowing, Tiwu (Tewatia) or
Shahrukh or these guys lots of
balls. That’s not their role. That’s
not what they train for.”

Hayden said GT has an aggres-
sive and adaptable unit but their
execution fell apart on the day.

“We are a very good thinking
batting unit. We’re not a con-
servative batting unit. You
don’t go out and get 200s as
often as we do being conserva-
tive. But they’re an adaptive
batting unit. ...they’ve got their
roles and they play them and
today they simply didn’t.

“So the worry isn’t just today
about the middle order. It’d be

7| unfair to say that, they were

going to go on and score 13
runs an over because by that
stage, [ felt like as a batting
coach, I was on the mast and the
boat was sinking.”

It was poorly executed bowl-
ing effort

Hayden also pointed to poor
execution in the death overs.

“I feel like one-dimensional is
very unfair on a world-class
bowling attack, but I will take on
board it was a poorly executed
bowling effort this evening.

“When you look back at those
last four overs, that was just a
‘horror story’ -- 73 off the last
four is unacceptable as world-
class players. That bowling line-
up has to reflect on that
performance... It was purely an
executional thing.”

He added that GT were below
par with the ball on a surface that
didn’t fully justify the high total.

“We’re very average with the
ball, firstly, on a wicket that I re-
ally felt was probably a 175-type
wicket.

“When you look historically at
this black soil pitch on No. 5, it’s
a 200-wicket for the loss of five
batters. That’s been its winning
first-inning score, and today it
wasn’t that wicket (199/5)... It
was visible that it had cracks in it.
It was visible that it was up and
down.

“So credit also has to go to
Tilak Varma, who put in a won-
derful performance. It wasn’t a
cookie-cutter type performance.
It was a dominant performance
down the ground. He read the
play nicely. He was able to pick
up and play with power and pre-
cision.”

Hayden said the chase was still
within reach but poor shot selec-
tion proved costly.

“And when you reflect on our
own batting, we had one side of
the ground that was a little more
inaccessible than the other, and
we lost, what, three wickets into
the bigger side of that boundary.

“And it wasn’t an impossible
total. 200 still is a total that I
would back our three world-class
players at the top of the order to
etch into that a bit more and then
allow our more sort of game play-
ers. An opportunity to set out
their stalls and bat deep into the
innings.” (PTI)

e can be ntoppable: Tilok on Mumbai Indians performance - Shafali climbs two spots to sixth in ICC
rankings for batters, Mandhana slips

NEW DELHI, April 21: Tilak Varma
credited his match-winning century to
“adapting to conditions” and ex-
pressed confidence that Mumbai Indi-
ans can be “unstoppable” from now
on if they execute well, given the
number of World Cup winners in their
squad. Tilak’s explosive 101 not out
powered MI to a commanding 99-run
win over Gujarat Titans in Ahmed-
abad, ending their four-match losing
streak in IPL 2026.

“It was very important for the team
and for me,” Tilak, who has been
struggling for form in this season, told
JioHotstar.

“Over the last four or five games,
the one thing constantly running
through my head was that I hadn’t
spent much time in the middle and
hadn’t faced many balls, so my aim
was to spend some time at the wicket
and then adapt according to the team’s
situation.”

Speaking about his approach, Tilak
said he assessed the pitch early and fo-
cused on straight hitting.

“Whenever MI comes to Ahmed-
abad, they usually give us a black-soil
wicket, which is a bit slow in nature.
It’s not that our batters cannot adapt,
but we know what we can do if there
is more bounce,” he said.

“Since it was slow and low, we had
to adjust and try to hit straight. There
wasn’t much bounce, so playing
across the line to deliveries in line
with the stumps was risky.

“I decided to hit straighter, and I

read the conditions well; thankfully, I
was able to score some runs.”

On his preferred batting position,
Tilak said he enjoys batting at No. 3
but remains flexible.

“Personally, I like batting at number
three a lot. However, I am happy to bat
wherever the team needs me, because
since childhood, I have practised in a
way that allows me to play confidently
in any position.

“But if someone asks me, I would
always say number three.”

With the win lifting Mumbai Indi-
ans to seventh in the table, Tilak re-
mains optimistic about a turnaround.

“I am grateful that it worked out
that way. However, we shouldn’t look
too far ahead and should take one
match at a time. Every game is almost
like a knockout for us.

“We know what we are capable of,
having several World Cup winners in
the side, experienced players, and the
skills we possess.

“If we execute well, we can be un-
stoppable. So, it is important to keep
our heads down and continue working
hard.”

He also shared a light moment
about his interaction with captain
Hardik Pandya during a timeout.

“As everyone knows, Hardik bhai
is very energetic. He was charged up
and kept saying, “As everyone knows,
Hardik bhai is very energetic. He was
charged up and kept saying, “You can
do it, you will do it,” to boost me.

“I just asked him to calm down be-
cause | needed to stay focused, and |
assured him that I would take care of
the rest.” (PTI)

NEW DELHI, April 21: India opener
Shafali Verma climbed two places to sixth in
the ICC Women’s T20I Batting Rankings
after her half-century against South Africa in
the ongoing five-match T20I series.

Shafali struck a 57 off 38 balls in the sec-

retained her fifth position among T20I bat-
ters, sitting behind Australia’s Georgia Voll,
following a fine half-century in the second
match against India.

Her teammates Annerie Dercksen, who
has jumped 18 places to 33rd, and Sune

ond T20I in Durban last Sunday,
but India lost to the hosts by eight
wickets, slipping to 0-2 in the se- |-
ries. :

India had also been defeated in
the opening T20I at the same |/.§
venue by six wickets, with Shafali |
contributing 34 runs. \

India vice-captain and Shafali’s
opening partner, Smriti Mand-
hana, has slipped one spot to
fourth after an underwhelming
showing in the two matches so
far, scoring 13 and 12. She has
been overtaken at No. 3 by West
Indies’ Hayley Matthews.

&

India captain Harmanpreet
Kaur has climbed two places and is now on
the brink of the top 10, currently ranked 11th.
She scored an unbeaten 47 in the first T201.

Women’s World Cup hero Jemimah Ro-
drigues has suffered a notable drop of four
places and is now ranked 14th among batters
following a subdued run of form.

The series serves as crucial preparation for
both teams ahead of the upcoming T20
World Cup, scheduled to begin in June in
England and Wales.

South Africa captain Laura Wolvaardt has

Luus, up eight spots to 35th, have also made
significant gains in the rankings after strong
performances in the Durban match.

Meanwhile, India’s bowling stalwarts
Deepti Sharma, Renuka Singh Thakur, and
Arundhati Reddy have all slipped in the
bowlers’ rankings. Deepti has dropped two
places to fifth, while Renuka has fallen four
spots to ninth.

Arundhati, meanwhile, has moved out of
the top 10 after slipping three places to 12th.
(PTI)

GSK's Ayush Mhatre
ruled out of remainder
of IPL 2026 due to
hamstring injury

NEW DELHI, April 21: Chennai Super
Kings batter Ayush Mhatre has been ruled out
of the remainder of the ongoing IPL season due
to a hamstring injury, dealing a major blow to
the five-time champions.

The franchise said Mhatre, who sustained
the injury during CSK’s previous game against
Sunrisers Hyderabad on April 18, will require
a rehabilitation period of six to 12 weeks.

“Ayush Mhatre has been ruled out of the re-
mainder of IPL 2026 due to a left hamstring in-
jury sustained while batting during the match
against Sunrisers Hyderabad on April 18.

“Ayush’s injury will require a rehabilitation
period of 6-12 weeks,” CSK announced on its
social media on Tuesday.

The 18-year-old, who came in as an impact
substitute, was seen in visible discomfort and
clutched his hamstring while attempting a run
during CSK’s 10-run loss to SRH in Hyder-
abad.

He required on-field treatment and, although
he continued briefly, was dismissed soon after.

“It looks pretty bad, unfortunately. And he’s
going to be a big, big loss because he’s been in
really nice touch for us,” CSK’s batting coach
Mike Hussey had said at the post-match press
conference.

Mhatre has been CSK’s standout batter this
season. He lea collecting 201 runs from six
matches at a strike-rate of 177.87.

Chennai Super Kings have endured a poor
start to the 2026 season, losing four of their six
matches to languish in eighth place. (PTI)
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