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Naga apex hody cancels
release of 14 Kuki civilians

IMPHAL/SENAPATI, June 1:
The apex body of Naga tribes in
Manipur on Monday cancelled the
scheduled release of 14 Kuki civil-
ians following disagreements with
certain youth leaders and stakehold-
ers of the tribal community.

In a statement, the United Naga
Council said, “Considering the pre-
vailing sentiments of the Naga pub-
lic, the proposed release of the 14
Kuki detainees, earlier scheduled at
2 pm on June 1, hereby stands can-
celled.

The 14 Kuki civilians were de-
tained and taken hostage on May 13
and were scheduled to be released
on Monday afternoon before being
taken to Kangpokpi district for a re-
ception programme.

The decision to facilitate their re-
lease triggered resentment among
some Naga youth groups and civil
society organisations, which alleged
that the move had been taken with-
out adequate consultation with
stakeholders in the Naga-majority
district, officials said.

Multiple meetings were held
among the Naga civil society organ-
isations (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)
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AASU leader killed in machete attack @ Deceased’s Kin
undergoing treatment at GMCH under critical condition

Police kill prime accused In encounter w

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 1: A 19-year-
old All Assam Students’ Union
(AASU) leader was killed and his
cousin sister critically injured in a
machete attack in Assam’s Nalbari
district, while the prime accused
later died during a police encounter
after allegedly attempting to flee
custody, officials said.

The incident occurred near Gan-
gapur under Mukalmua Police Sta-
tion on Sunday evening when
Madhurjya Barman and his cousin
Mridumudra Deka were returning
home on a scooter after visiting
Nalbari town.

Police said the duo was al-
legedly attacked with a machete by
the accused, identified as Roz Ali,
also known as Ashik Ali.

Barman, who served as assistant
secretary of the Paschim Nalbari
Aanchalik Satra Santha, sustained
severe head and neck injuries and
was declared dead at Nalbari Med-

Assam govt suspends distribution of ration
items for two months due to interim budget

GUWAHATI, June 1: The Assam
government on Monday announced
a two-month suspension of the dis-
tribution of subsidised pulses, sugar
and salt under the public distribu-
tion system due to the continuation
of the vote-on-account budget fol-
lowing the recent assembly elec-
tions.

In an advertisement published in
newspapers, the food, public distri-
bution and consumer affairs depart-
ment said supplying the three food
items, which were being given to
eligible people at subsidised prices,
has been stopped for two months
with effect from June.

The department said the state is
currently operating under a vote-
on-account budget and the full
budget for 2026-27 will be pre-
sented by the new government in
July.

“The new government will pres-
ent a full budget in July, and after

its passage, the scheme will restart
from August,” it added.

However, distribution of
monthly free rice will continue un-
interrupted during this period.

The government said if some
shops have leftover Masoor dal,
sugar and salt after distribution in
May, those will be given to poor
families this month.

Presenting the interim budget in
February ahead of the assembly
elections, then Finance Minister
Ajanta Neog had sought a vote-on-
account of Rs 62,294.78 crore to
enable the government to meet ex-
penditure on essential services
pending the presentation of the full
budget.

She had said securing the basic
right to food, the government cov-
ered 70.71 lakh families and pro-
vided free rice to over 2.49 crore
citizens under the NFSA and PM
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana. (PTI)

Former AASU leader Late Madhurjya Barman. (File Photo)

ical College and Hospital.

Deka, a Class XI student, suf-
fered grievous injuries and is un-
dergoing treatment at Gauhati
Medical College and Hospital
(GMCH).

According to police, the attack
was allegedly linked to a rejected

marriage proposal.

Investigators said the accused
had proposed to the girl several
years ago, but she declined.

Police sources claimed he had
earlier threatened her after the pro-
posal was rejected.

Following the incident, police

launched a manhunt and tracked
the accused to a riverine island in
Mukalmua.

Nalbari Superintendent of Police
Bibekananda Das said the accused
was apprehended and later taken to
recover the weapon used in the
crime.

During the operation, he al-
legedly snatched a self-loading
rifle from a police personnel and
fired at the police team.

Security personnel retaliated, in-
juring him in the chest. He was
rushed to hospital, where doctors
declared him dead.

The incident sparked wide-
spread outrage across the district.

Members of the All Assam Stu-
dents’ Union staged protest
demonstrations in Nalbari demand-
ing justice for the deceased student
leader. You can expand the MLA
portion like this:

Meanwhile, Nalbari MLA and
former (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

Congress initiated process to review
the poll debacle: Jakir Hussain

Staff Reporter
GUWAHATI, June 1: Congress

MLA Jakir Hussain Sikdar on Mon-
day said the party has initiated an
internal review process to analyse
the reasons behind its defeat in the
recent elections, adding that ob-
servers appointed by the party are
collecting detailed feedback from
leaders and workers at the con-
stituency level.

Speaking to reporters here, Sik-
dar said discussions are currently
underway within the party to under-
stand the factors that contributed to
the electoral setback and assess the
performance of candidates in differ-
ent constituencies.

“Whether we lose or win, there
is always a need for review and
analysis. The Congress party has
sent observers to various con-
stituencies to understand what ex-
actly happened during the

India-Oman FTA comes into force; textiles,
engg, gems, jewellery get duty-free access

NEW DELHI, June 1: The free
trade agreement between India
and Oman came into force on
Monday, giving duty-free access
to 99 per cent of India’s exports,
including textiles, engineering,
gems and jewellery, to the Omani
market and benefiting profession-
als with enhanced mobility provi-
sions.

On the other hand, Indian con-
sumers would get cheaper Omani
dates as imports of the fruit will
enjoy quota-based duty conces-
sions under the agreement.

The implementation of the com-
prehensive economic partnership
agreement (CEPA) is a key devel-
opment as Indian exporters are
facing difficulties in shipping
goods to the Gulf nation due to the
US-Iran war.

The six Gulf nations are Oman,
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and UAE.

India has granted duty conces-
sions on 77.79 per cent of its total

tariff lines (12,556), which covers
94.81 per cent of India’s imports
from Oman by value.

For products of export interest
to Oman and those sensitive to
India, the offer is mostly a tariff-
rate quota (TRQ) based tariff lib-
eralisation,  which includes
products like dates, marbles and
petrochemical items.

The Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
provides duty-free access for
99.38 per cent of India’s exports to
Oman by value, covering 98.08
per cent of Oman’s tariff lines.

To mark the entry into force, the
first consignments availing prefer-
ential tariff benefits under the
agreement, including agriculture
and gems and jewellery exports
from Mumbai, Kolkata and Chen-
nai, were flagged off.

“With 99.38 per cent of India’s
exports receiving duty-free access,
the agreement unlocks new oppor-
tunities for our exporters and pro-

fessionals to gain opportunities.
Oman is our trusted partner, a
bridge for our people and a gate-
way to the Gulf and East Africa,”
Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on Monday .

By delivering significant bene-
fits to labour-intensive sectors, the
pact will support job creation,
drive investment and enable In-
dian enterprises to compete on an
equal footing with suppliers from
countries enjoying preferential
market access, he said.

Bilateral trade between India
and Oman reached USD 11.18 bil-
lion in FY 2025-26, up from USD
10.61 billion in FY 2024-25.

The minister added that the
agreement is expected to signifi-
cantly boost MSMEs, manufactur-
ing and employment by enhancing
competitiveness in labour-inten-
sive sectors such as gems and jew-
ellery, textiles, leather, footwear,
marine products, engineering
goods, (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

elections,” the MLA said.

According to Sikdar, the ob-
servers are interacting with Con-
gress workers, office-bearers and
local leaders to gather inputs on
how the elections were conducted
and how candidates performed on
the ground. “They are discussing
several issues such as how the elec-
tion campaign was managed, what
the expectations were, how many
votes the candidates received, why
people voted for us or why they did
not support us,” he said.

Sikdar stated that the observers
would prepare detailed reports
based on the feedback collected
from different constituencies, and
those reports would later be dis-
cussed within the party organisa-
tion. “At the end of these
discussions, the observers will sub-
mit a report. The Congress party
will hold discussions on the basis of

those reports, and only then can we
properly understand why we lost the
elections,” he added.

The Congress MLA also main-
tained that it would be premature to
draw conclusions before the entire
review process is completed.

”Right now, different people are
expressing different opinions. It is
not possible to say anything conclu-
sively at this stage. We have to wait
for all the reports and complete in-
formation to come in,” Sikdar said.

He further said that the party
leadership would hold internal dis-
cussions after receiving the reports
to identify shortcomings and take
corrective measures for the future.

The grand old party suffeted a
crushing defeat in the recently con-
cluded assembly poll with the Con-
gress ended up winning only 19
assembly seats--its lowest ever tally
in Assam.
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Healthcare, sports, energy

dominate discussions

manta meets several union ministers,
Vice-President of India in Delhi

NEW

DELHI/GUWAHATI,
June 1: Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Monday held a
series of meetings with senior
Union ministers and the Vice Pres-
ident of India in New Delhi, dis-
cussing key aspects of Assam’s

development agenda, including
healthcare expansion, sports infra-
structure, energy exploration, trade
opportunities and the tea industry.

During his meeting with Union
Health Minister J P Nadda, Sarma
sought guidance and support for
the implementation of several am-
bitious healthcare initiatives being
undertaken by the state govern-
ment.

Discussions focused on the es-
tablishment of new medical col-
leges, expansion of MBBS seats,
introduction of advanced treat-
ment facilities such as proton
beam therapy and efforts to posi-
tion Assam as a major hub for
medical tourism.

The Chief Minister also ac-
knowledged Nadda’s role in
strengthening the BJP organisation
in Assam and contributing to the
party’s electoral growth in the
state.

Sarma also called on Vice Pres-
ident C P Radhakrishnan and
briefed him on Assam’s growth
trajectory and ongoing develop-
ment initiatives.

Myanmar assures India its territory won't be
used against New Delhi’s security interests

NEW DELHI June 1: Myanmar
President U Mln Aung Hlaing as-
sured Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday that Myan-
marese territory would not be al-
lowed to use against India’s
security interests, as the two lead-
ers held wide-ranging talks to
boost bilateral ties in trade, de-
fence, and energy.

Aung Hlaing is on a five-day

Writers, literary organisations and admirers pay tribute to celebrated novelist and scribe

Lummer Dal remembered on 86" birth anniv at Pasighat

HT Correspondent
PASIGHAT, June 1: The 86th
birth anniversary of noted novel-
ist, writer and journalist Lummer
Dai was observed with solemnity
and reverence at Pasighat on
Monday.

The commemorative pro-
gramme was organised by the Adi
Agom Kébang (AAK) in collabo-
ration with literary enthusiasts and
admirers of the late literary icon.

Members of AAK, led by pres-
ident Bodong Yirang and adviser
Kaling Borang, along with repre-
sentatives of the Arunachal
Pradesh Literary Society (APLS),
Pasighat Unit, and the Asam
Sahitya Sabha, paid floral tributes
to the late writer.

As a mark of respect, partici-
pants garlanded his effigy while
patriotic and cultural songs in Adi

and Assamese were played, creat-
ing a nostalgic atmosphere during
the observance.

Speakers at the programme re-
called Lummer Dai’s immense
contribution to literature and jour-

nalism, noting that he remains one
of Arunachal Pradesh’s most cel-
ebrated literary figures.

Through his writings in As-
samese, he vividly portrayed the
culture, traditions and social real-
ities of the people of Northeast
India, leaving behind a rich liter-
ary legacy.

More than three dozen people
attended the event and offered flo-
ral tributes.

Among those present were
Tagom Darang, Kaling Dai, noted
writer Nini Pertin, literary enthu-
siasts, intellectuals and members
of civil society.

The gathering remembered
Lummer Dai’s enduring contribu-
tions to literature and reaffirmed
the importance of preserving and
promoting the literary heritage he
championed throughout his life.

trip to India. The visit comes less
than two months after he became
the president following Myan-
mar’s parliamentary elections.

The elections were held in De-
cember and January after years of
protests against the ruling military-
junta that seized power in a coup
on February 1, 2021 overthrowing
the democratically elected govern-
ment of Aung San Suu Kyi.

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri,
responding to a question on Suu
Kyi, said the prime minister did
raise the issue with the visiting
president, and that the discussion
was largely in the context of the
peace process that has been under-
way in Myanmar.

Explaining India’s consistent
position on the issue, the foreign
secretary added that India has been
supporting enduring peace, inclu-
sion, and the need to have all
stakeholders at the table.

“It was a bit of a free-wheeling
discussion. | should underline that
our engagement with Myanmar is
not intended to be a commentary
on the internal political arrange-
ment in that country,” he said.

Muisri said the talks between the
two sides focused on the entire
gamut of bilateral issues that in-
cluded trade and economic ties,
defence and security related issues,
border management, development
assistance (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

Describing the Vice President as
a source of inspiration and guid-
ance, Sarma said he looked for-
ward to continued support in the
state’s journey towards building a
“Viksit Assam”.

The Chief Minister later met
Union Minister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri
and discussed strategies to expand
hydrocarbon exploration and in-
crease energy production in
Assam.

The two leaders reviewed the
state’s potential in the energy sec-
tor and explored ways to enhance
Assam’s contribution to India’s
economic growth through in-
creased exploration and produc-
tion activities.

In another meeting, Sarma held
discussions with Union Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal on the opportunities arising
from India’s recent Free Trade
Agreements.

The Chief Minister said the
agreements could create new av-
enues for entrepreneurs, farmers
and small businesses in Assam.

The meeting also focused on is-
sues affecting the tea industry and
measures to strengthen the sector.

Sarma also met Union Minister
for Youth Affairs and Sports and
Labour and Employment Mansukh
Mandaviya, (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

(M condoles singer
Suman Kalyanpur's death

GUWAHATI, June 1: Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Monday condoled the death of
singer Suman Kalyanpur and said
her songs were a cherished part of
the golden era of Indian music.

Kalyanpur died in Mumbai on
Sunday due to old age-related is-
sues. She was 89.

“*Na tum hamein jaano, na hum
tumhe jaane’, yet generations came
to know and love Suman Kalyanpur
ji through her timeless melodies,”
Sarma said in a post on X.

“I’'m deeply saddened by her
passing. Her songs were a cherished
part of the golden era of Indian
music, bringing joy and nostalgia to
millions,” he said.

Though an era comes to a close,
her melodies will continue to live
on, the CM added.

Kalyanpur gained popularity with
her melodious voice between the
1960s and 1970s. She managed to
create a niche for herself alongside
the top (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

Stakeholders discuss sustainable
tourism roadmap for Darak

HT Correspondent
DARAK, June 1: A one-day public and stakeholders’

consultative meeting on the theme “Tourism in Darak:
Prospects, Challenges, Initiatives So Far and Way For-
ward” was organised by the Darak Tourism and Social
Welfare Foundation (DTSWF) at the Community Hall
in Darak, West Siang district of Arunachal Pradesh, on

May 30.

An official statement issued on Monday said that the
programme aimed to gather public feedback, facilitate
policy discussions and highlight initiatives undertaken
by the NGO to promote sustainable tourism, environ-
mental conservation and socio-economic development

in the region.

Welcoming the participants, Jummo Potom outlined
the organisation’s activities and stressed the long-term
importance of tourism, nature conservation, wildlife
protection and community development in Darak.

Participants deliberated on a wide range of issues, in-
cluding nature and wildlife conservation, responsible
tourism and hospitality practices, research and docu-
mentation of local flora and fauna, beautification drives,
promotion of homestays and farm stays, and the use of
Google mapping and GPS technology for tourism sites

and public locations.

Other key proposals discussed included the establish-
ment of an Orchid Sanctuary-cum-Botanical Garden,
promotion of eco-tourism and community conservation
areas, fish conservation and sustainable angling activi-
ties, and the introduction of a “Green School” concept
at the Government Secondary School, Darak, to encour-

age environmental awareness among students.

area.

The meeting also endorsed the adoption of the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) frame-
work to support the socio-economic development of the

The event witnessed participation from homestay op-

erators, members of the Darak Mahila Samiti, farmers’

clubs, self-help groups, youth and students, Panchayat
leaders, Gaon Burahs, government officials, commu-
nity-based organisations, market committee members
and retired government employees.

The programme concluded with a vote of thanks de-
livered by Poknanda Raksap.

Following the meeting, Jummo Potom planted a Fox-
tail Orchid (Rhynchostylis retusa), the state flower of
Arunachal Pradesh, in Darak town as a symbolic launch
of an awareness campaign (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)
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Most aspects finalised in trade pact with US; talks
now focus onminor issues, commas, full stops: Goyal

NEW DELHI, June 1: Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on Monday said India and
the US have finalised most elements of the first
phase of the bilateral trade agreement, and nego-
tiations are now focused on a few minor issues,
“commas and full stops”.

He said that the US team is here to hold talks
on finalising the first phase of the bilateral trade
agreement (BTA).

The talks will take place here from June 2-4.

On February 3, both sides announced the
framework for the first phase of the BTA.

“...mostly everything is finalised. As you
know, US Ambassador George said that 99 per
cent of the things have been finalised. Discus-
sions are going on about small issues, commas
and full stops.

“While finalising, how will the legal changes
that have taken place in the US be reflected in
the final agreement, and what kind of changes
will be made accordingly. After finalising that, |
am fully confident that, with the US, we will con-
clude the first tranche of the BTA as soon as pos-
sible, sign it and start further discussions on how
to have a more comprehensive BTA,” he told re-
porters here.

The US team will be led by its chief negotiator
Brendan Lynch. India’s chief negotiator Darpan
Jain is an additional secretary in the Department
of Commerce.

The two sides are “proposed to finalise the de-
tails of the interim agreement and take forward
the negotiations under the broader BTA on mul-
tiple areas, such as market access, non-tariff
measures, customs and trade facilitation, invest-
ment promotion, and economic security align-
ment”, the commerce ministry has said.

On February 7, India and the US issued a joint
statement finalising the contours or framework
of the first phase of the bilateral trade agreement
(BTA) or an interim trade agreement. Now, both
sides will have to finalise the legal text for that
deal.

The framework reaffirmed the countries’ com-

National CA students’ conference concludes in Guwahati

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, June 1: The two-day National Conference
for CA Students, titled Metaballo Vista 2026, concluded
successfully in Guwahati on Sunday after bringing to-
gether aspiring chartered accountants from across the
country for academic discussions, skill development and

professional networking.

The conference was organised by the Board of Studies
(Operations) of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of
India (ICAI) and hosted by the Guwahati Branch of the
Eastern India Regional Council (EIRC) of ICAI and the

Guwahati Branch of EICASA.

Welcoming the delegates at the inaugural session, Ni-
tika Bagaria unveiled the conference theme, Metaballo
Vista. Assam MLA Vijay Gupta attended the opening ses-
sion and extended his best wishes for the success of the

event.

The inaugural programme was also attended by Rajesh
Sharma, Anjani Kumar Mundhra and other dignitaries.

The conference featured four knowledge sessions cov-
ering Accounting and Audit, Artificial Intelligence and
Technology, Taxation, and Capital Markets. The sessions
were chaired by experts including Mrityunjay Acharjee,

Pankaj Jain, Purshotam Gaggar and Jay Chhaira.

In addition to technical sessions, the programme in-

Commercial LPG prices hiked by ¥ 42, 5-kg LPG up X 11

mitment to the broader India-US BTA negotia-
tions.

According to that framework, the US had
agreed to reduce tariffs on India to 18 per cent
from 50 per cent. It had removed the 25 per cent
tariffs on Indian goods for buying Russian oil
and was to cut the remaining 25 per cent to 18
per cent under the pact.

But, on February 20 this year, the US Supreme
Court ruled against President Donald Trump’s
sweeping reciprocal tariffs, which were imposed
under the 1977 International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA).

After that, the US President announced the im-
position of 10 per cent tariffs on all countries for
150 days, starting February 24. It would end on
July 23.

In light of these changes, a meeting between
the chief negotiators of India and the US sched-
uled for February was postponed. The two sides
then met in Washington in April, when the Indian
team, headed by Jain, visited America from April
20-23, 2026.

To carry forward those discussions, the US
team is visiting India this week.

As the tariff landscape has changed in the US,
both sides may wish to revisit the agreement’s
framework.

Under the agreed framework, India proposed
to eliminate or reduce tariffs on all US industrial
goods and a wide range of US food and agricul-
tural products, including dried distillers’ grains
(DDGs), red sorghum for animal feed, tree nuts,

cluded several “Skill-Up” sessions focusing on article-
ship, leadership development, future career opportunities,
public services and personal growth, aimed at preparing
students for professional challenges and diverse career

paths.

dictory session.

cellence in the profession.

Guwahati Branch Secretary Piyush Birmiwal said the
conference provided an excellent platform for the ex-
change of knowledge and ideas among CA students,
while Jay Prakash Gupta described it as one of the insti-

tute’s flagship events.

of Metaballo Vista 2026.

A special interactive session with the Board of Studies
(Operations), ICAI, was also held, allowing students to
engage directly with senior members of the profession.

The paper presentation competition formed a major
highlight of the conference. The presentations were eval-
uated by judges Bikash Agarwal and Ankit Jallan, with
the top three presenters being honoured during the vale-

The event was also attended by Mayur Agarwal, who
motivated the students and encouraged them to pursue ex-

The conference concluded in the presence of delegates,
ICAI council members, office-bearers and members of
the organising team, marking the successful culmination

fresh and processed fruit, soybean oil, wine and
spirits, and additional products.

New Delhi has also expressed its intentions to
purchase USD 500 billion of US energy prod-
ucts, aircraft and aircraft parts, precious metals,
technology products, and coking coal over the
next five years.

This meeting will be important, as India en-
joys a comparative advantage over its competitor
countries. Now, with all US trading partners fac-
ing a uniform 10 per cent tariff, the pact requires
recalibration.

Sources said it is important that India should
get an advantage over its competitor nations on
the tariff front in the trade pact with the US.
India’s competitors include Southeast Asian na-
tions, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

“The issue would come during this week’s
meeting,” they said, adding that US Trade Rep-
resentative Jamieson Greer would also visit India
later, once “we have more clarity on the issues
and the findings of the Section 301 investiga-
tions”.

The US can impose any tariff rate under these
investigations on its trading partners.

Further, in March, the US Trade Representa-
tive (USTR) also launched two unilateral Section
301 investigations against a number of countries,
including India, over excess capacity and failures
to eradicate forced labour in global supply
chains.

India has strongly rejected allegations made
by the US Trade Representative in those two in-
vestigations and has requested that the probes be
initiated, as the initiation notice has failed to pro-
vide a cogent rationale to substantiate the claims.

The US was the second-largest trading partner
of India in 2025-26. India’s outbound shipments
to the US grew marginally 0.92 per cent to USD
87.3 billion during the last fiscal year, while im-
ports increased 15.95 per cent to USD 52.9 bil-
lion. The trade surplus declined to USD 34.4
billion in 2025-26 from USD 40.89 billion in
2024-25. (PTI)

Augmont rolls out
Al-enabled gold
purity testing
machine in Chennal

NEW DELHI, June 1: Augmont on
Monday launched an Al-powered
gold purity evaluation machine at its
branch in Chennai, enabling cus-
tomers to instantly assess the purity
and indicative value of their gold or-
naments.

The machine uses advanced ro-
botic and artificial intelligence-based
technology to offer a transparent,

NEW DELHI, June 1: Prices of
commercial LPG - the one used in
hotels and restaurants - as well as 5-
kg market-priced LPG cylinders
were on Monday hiked in line with
global benchmarks, but rates of
cooking gas used in household
kitchens were kept unchanged.

The price of commercial LPG
was hiked by ¥ 42 to X 3,113.50 per
19-kg cylinder from ¥ 3,071.50 in
Delhi, industry sources said.

The latest increase follows a
sharp X 993 hike implemented on
May 1, taking commercial LPG
prices to their highest-ever levels.

Prices of 5-kg free-trade LPG
(FTL) cylinders were also increased
by 11 to ¥ 821.50 per cylinder.

Household consumers  were
spared any increase, with the price
of the 14.2-kg domestic LPG cylin-
der remaining unchanged at ¥ 913
since early March, when rates were

increased by X 60 per bottle.

The revisions are part of the
monthly price review undertaken
by state-owned oil marketing com-
panies. Prices vary from state to
state depending on the incidence of
local taxes, such as VAT.

While commercial LPG prices
have climbed to record highs, house-
hold cooking gas rates have remained
unchanged despite a sharp rise in im-
port costs, underscoring the govern-
ment’s efforts to shield consumers
from global energy volatility, govern-
ment sources said. The cost of sup-
plying a 14.2-kg domestic LPG
cylinder has risen by about two-fifths
in recent months, driven largely by a
surge in international benchmark
prices. Yet retail prices for households
have remained frozen.

For beneficiaries of the govern-
ment’s flagship Ujjwala scheme,
the gap is even wider. A domestic

LPG cylinder that costs roughly X
1,200 to supply is available to
Ujjwala consumers at an effective
price of X 613 after the ¥ 300-per-
cylinder direct benefit transfer sub-
sidy, according to government
estimates. The increase in supply
costs has been fuelled by a sharp
rise in the Saudi Contract Price
(CP) for propane, the benchmark
used for India’s LPG imports. Saudi
CP jumped 38 per cent in April after
disruptions around the Strait of
Hormuz tightened Gulf supplies,
according to industry data.

Despite the rise in global prices,
India’s household LPG rates remain
among the lowest in the region, ac-
cording to government sources. Both
subsidised and non-subsidised domestic
cylinders are priced below comparable
cooking gas cylinders in neighbouring
countries, although cylinder sizes vary
across markets. (PTI)

non-invasive assessment of gold be-
fore customers opt for loans, sale or
recycling, the Mumbai-based Aug-
mont said in a statement.

The facility has been integrated
with Augmont’s gold loan technology
platform, allowing eligible customers
to proceed with the loan process im-
mediately after evaluation.

Gold continues to remain one of
the most trusted financial assets for
Indian households. However, gold
evaluation has traditionally remained
a process dependent on manual as-
sessment and customer trust.

Ketan Kothari, Whole Time Direc-
tor of Augmont, said: “We wanted to
introduce an innovation that directly
enhances customer confidence and
decision-making.”

Chennai is an important market for
us, and this pilot launch will help us
better understand consumer adoption
and behaviour, he added. (PTI)

Britain’s steel safeguard, carbon tax sticking points
In implementation of India-UK trade pact: Sources

NEW DELHI, June 1: India and
the UK will discuss Britain’s steel
safeguard measure and carbon bor-
der adjustment mechanism (CBAM)
on Tuesday as these issues have be-
come a sticking point in the imple-
mentation of the bilateral free trade
pact, which was signed on July 24,
2025, government sources said.

They said that India may re-bal-
ance some duty concessions on cer-
tain products like Scotch Whiskey
under the agreement with the UK if
these issues do not get addressed.

The steel and the CBAM issues
will figure prominently during the
meeting between UK Secretary of
State for Business and Trade Peter
Kyle and Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on June 2.

These issues have become a kind
of sticking point in the implementa-
tion of the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agreement
(CETA).

From July 1, 2026, the UK will
limit tariff-free steel imports, reduc-
ing overall quota volumes by 60 per
cent compared to the steel safeguard
measure. Any imports above these
levels will then face a 50 per cent

0

tariff.

The measure will apply to im-
ports of steel products that can also
be made in the UK.

Earlier, Britain had safeguard
measures that also imposed import
quotas. The new measures reduce
that quota.

The UK government in December
2023 also decided to implement its
Carbon Border Adjustment Mecha-
nism (CBAM) starting in 2027.

According to economic think tank
GTRI, India’s exports worth USD

775 million to the UK may be im-
pacted due to Britain’s decision to
introduce a carbon tax on products
like iron and steel, aluminium, fer-
tiliser and cement, from 2027.

The UK, after the European
Union (EU), will be the second
economy to implement CBAM. It
calls the move the import carbon
pricing mechanism, and it will ini-
tially focus on sectors like iron,
steel, aluminium, fertiliser, hydro-
gen, ceramics, glass, and cement.

This tax could range from 14-24

per cent of the import value on full
phase-out of free allowances under
the ETS (Emission Trading Sys-
tem).

During his visit to London in
2025, Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal flagged concerns
over this tax and conveyed that
India may consider retaliation if the
UK goes ahead with the plan.

India’s exports of iron and steel
and their products to the UK stood
at USD 893.4 million in 2025-26,
accounting for a significant share of
USD 13.4 billion in total merchan-
dise exports to the UK.

Sources also said that India could
consider re-balancing the UK’s steel
issue with British scotch conces-
sions, offered by India in the CETA.

As per the pact, India has an-
nounced reducing the duty on UK
whisky and gin from 150 per cent to
75 per cent and further to 40 per
cent in the 10th year of the deal.

In India, Scotch whisky brands
such as Johnnie Walker, Chivas
Regal, and The Glenlivet are the
most popular. Among these, Johnnie
Walker is one of the best-selling
Scotches here. (PTI)

Police kill prime

minister Jayanta Mallabaruah visited the injured girl at Gauhati Medical College and Hospital (GMCH) and
reviewed her condition. Speaking to reporters, he said the victim had shown signs of improvement but remained
in a critical condition due to excessive blood loss.

He informed that arrangements were being made to ensure the availability of blood and all necessary medical
support for her treatment.

Describing the incident as deeply shocking and unprecedented in the district, Mallabaruah said it had created
concern and fear among the people of Nalbari.

He praised Assam Police for their swift response in tracking down the accused and stated that the main ac-
cused was neutralised after allegedly attempting to attack police personnel during the operation.

The MLA said police were also investigating whether any other individuals had directly or indirectly aided
the accused.

Referring to allegations surrounding the motive behind the attack, he asserted that the state government
would continue to take a strict stand against such incidents and ensure that those involved are brought to justice.

He further assured that the Assam government would bear all medical expenses of the injured girl and extend
every possible assistance to her family during this difficult period.

Police said investigations are continuing to establish the full sequence of events and determine whether others
played any role in the attack. (With inputs from PTI)

Naga apex body

and student bodies at Senapati for hours, where it was pointed out that the fate of six Naga civilians abducted
by Kuki armed groups remains unknown, officials added.

The Naga groups pointed out that the whereabouts and condition of the six youths held hostage must be first re-
vealed by Kuki armed groups before finalising the release of the Kuki hostages.

In an earlier statement, the UNC had said that it, along with the Naga People’s Organisation (NPO), Senapati,
had intervened for the release of the 14 Kuki detainees held by the Naga Village Guard-Northern Command after
consultations with stakeholders.

The council said the decision was influenced by appeals from the Baptist community, Naga churches, tribal
bodies and organisations, as well as an assurance given by Union Home Minister Amit Shah to Nagaland Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio that the Ministry of Home Affairs would trace the abducted Naga civilians, identify those
responsible and ensure legal action.

The UNC also referred to an appeal by the Manipur government and its assurance that the Suspension of Oper-
ations (So0) ground rules would be strictly enforced, including rationalisation and relocation of camps. (PTI)

Healthcare, sports, energy

where discussions centred on strengthening sports infrastructure across Assam and enhancing welfare meas-
ures for workers.

The Chief Minister sought continued central support for the state’s efforts to develop world-class sporting
facilities and transform Assam into a leading sports destination in the country.

The meetings underscore the Assam government’s focus on accelerating infrastructure development, im-
proving healthcare services, promoting economic growth and expanding opportunities across key sectors as
part of its long-term development vision. (PTI)

CM condoles singer

singer of the time, Lata Mangeshkar. Some of Kalyanpur’s popular songs are ‘Aajkal tere mere pyar ke charche’,
‘Na na karte pyar tumhin se’, “Tumne pukara aur hum chale aaye’, and many others. (PTI)

Myanmar assures India

as well as the regional situation. Both sides expressed interest in forging closer cooperation, particularly in
areas of trade and investment, health, education, energy, and critical technologies like artificial intelligence.

“The prime minister reaffirmed India’s support for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Myanmar and
both sides underscored the importance of preventing the misuse of sovereign territory for activities inimical to
their security interests,” the foreign secretary said.

“The President of Myanmar, in particular, reiterated the assurance that Myanmar’s territory would not be
permitted to be used against India’s security interests,” he added.

Myanmar is one of India’s strategic neighbours and it shares a 1,640-kilometer-long border with a number
of northeastern states including militancy-hit Nagaland and Manipur.

“Overall, this visit by the Myanmar President has once again reaffirmed the shared commitment of both sides
to deepen their long-standing partnership and to work together for mutual benefit, growth and prosperity in the
region,” Misri said.

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval on Sunday met Aung Hlaing and discussed key issues relating to bi-
lateral ties.

The Myanmarese leader is accompanied by a high-level delegation comprising several cabinet ministers,
senior officials and business leaders.

Aung Hlaing was earlier scheduled to visit New Delhi to participate in the International Big Cat Alliance
Summit on June 1, which has been deferred.

The Myanmarese president will also travel to Mumbai on June 2 for business and industry interactions and

site visits. (PTI)
India-Oman FTA

processed foods and pharmaceuticals. The labour-intensive goods were earlier facing 5 per cent duty in
Muscat. Oman import duty ranges between 5-100 per cent.

Oman’s strategic logistics hubs at Sohar, Dugm and Salalah provide Indian exporters enhanced access to
wider GCC and East African markets.

All zero-duty concessions come into effect immediately, providing certainty and competitiveness to Indian
exporters.

Earlier, under the MFN (most favoured nation) regime, only 15.33 per cent of India’s exports entered Oman
duty-free. With CEPA, Indian exporters gain substantial price competitiveness in Oman’s nearly USD 28 bil-
lion import market.

To safeguard the interests of farmers and MSMEs, India has decided not to give any duty concessions in
sectors like agricultural products, gold and silver bullion, jewellery, footwear, sports goods, scrap of many
base metals, dairy products, cereals, fruits, vegetables, edible oils, oilseeds, rubber, leather, and spices.

On pharma, the pact provides binding zero-duty access for medicines, vaccines and pharmaceutical ingre-
dients pharmaceutical ingredients including penicillins, streptomycins and tetracyclines.

Oman’s pharmaceutical market was valued at USD 302.84 million in 2025 and is projected to reach USD
473.71 million by 2031 (CAGR 6.6 per cent), presenting a significant and growing opportunity for India’s
pharmaceutical exporters.

Products approved by the USFDA, the European Medicines Agency, the UK’s Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency, and Australia’s Therapeutic Goods Administration will qualify for marketing
authorisation within 90 days without prior inspection and with a 270-working-day target where inspections
are required.

Acceptance of GMP (Good Manufacturing Practices) and inspection reports significantly reduces compli-
ance burdens and accelerates market entry for Indian pharmaceutical exporters.

Further Oman imported about USD 1.7 billion worth of electronics products in 2025, presenting significant
opportunities for Indian manufacturers.

India’s electronics exports to Oman stood at USD 146 million, a significant gap that the CEPA’s full tariff
certainty, covering all electronics categories including boards and cabinets, static converters and TV reception
apparatus, is designed to close.

On the services sector front, Oman has offered to extend substantial commitments across a broad spectrum
of sectors, including computer-related services, business and professional services, audio-visual services, re-
search and development, education and health services.

Bilateral services trade stood at USD 863 million in 2024, with India running a surplus of USD 447 million.
Oman’s global services imports amounted to USD 12.52 billion, while India accounted for only 5.31 per cent
of these imports, indicating significant untapped potential.

For the first time, Oman has offered wide-ranging commitments under Mode 4 (movement of skilled pro-
fessionals), including a notable increase in the quota for intra-corporate transferees from 20 per cent to 50 per
cent, together with a longer permitted duration of stay for contractual service suppliers - extended from the
existing 90 days to two years, with the possibility of a further two-year extension.

The enhanced mobility provisions will benefit nearly 6,000 India-Oman joint ventures.

As per the deal, business visitors can stay in Oman for up to 90 days; Independent professionals for up to
180 days; Intra-Corporate Transferees (ICTs) for up to 4 years.

These provisions provide clear, legally enforceable mobility pathways for India’s professional workforce.

In addition, both sides have agreed to hold future discussions on the social security pact. It will provide re-
ciprocal continuity of social security benefits and help avoid dual contributions for Indian workers and em-
ployers in Oman. This is fifth trade pact implemented in the last five years. The earlier ones include the UAE,
Mauritius, EFTA, and Australia.

This is the first bilateral agreement that Oman has signed with any country since its pact with the US in
2006. Oman is the third-largest export destination for India among the GCC countries.

India-Oman bilateral trade was about USD 10.5 hillion (exports USD 4 billion and imports USD 6.54 bil-
lion) in 2024-25. The pact is expected to help an additional USD 2 billion in the next 2-3 years. Nearly 7 lakh
Indian nationals reside in Oman, and India receives about USD 2 billion in remittances from Oman annually.

Indian enterprises have built a strong presence in Oman, with over 6,000 establishments operating across
sectors. India has received USD 615.54 million in foreign direct investment from Oman between April 2000
and September 2025. (PTI)

Stakeholders discuss

on environmental conservation and biodiversity. The initiative is being implemented as a pilot project by the
Darak Biodiversity Club, a sub-organisation of DTSWF, with active community participation.

As part of the beautification campaign, DTSWF also distributed Cosmos flower seeds to various colonies of
Darak township and nearby villages and launched a community cleanliness drive aimed at enhancing the area’s
appeal as a tourism destination.
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Fight rubber processing centres Tinsukia Division records major

Inaugurated in Karbi Anglong

Rubber Board-backed initiative aims to boost quality, productivity

and income of small growers through collective

HT Bureau

DIPHU, June 1: In a significant
boost to the rural economy of
Karbi Anglong, eight Rubber
Farmers Group Processing Centres
(GPCs) were inaugurated on Mon-
day at a function held at the Jir-
song Asong Auditorium.

The centres, established through
a collaborative initiative of the
Rubber Board of India, Jirsong
Asong, PIETNE Agro Foundation
and local farming communities,
are located at Hidim Teron, Hidipi,

Japralangso, Langmili, Nilip,
Puthijuri, Singhason and Upper
Deigrung.

The project aims to shift small
and marginal rubber growers from
individual processing methods to a
collective and technology-driven
system, thereby improving rubber
quality, productivity and market
returns.

To support the initiative, the
Rubber Board of India provided fi-

-
nancial assistance of 340 lakh to
each processing centre, while
members of each GPC collectively
contributed an additional %10 lakh.

Speaking as the chief guest, M
Vasanthagesan said the centres
would help overcome long-stand-
ing challenges faced by rubber
growers.

Students honoured for academic excellence

at Lahorijan fellcitation programme

HT Correspondent
BOKAJAN, June 1: The Yuva Sanstha Club of Lahorijan organised a
felicitation programme recently to honour meritorious students who ex-
celled in the Class X and Class XII examinations for the academic session
2025-26. The event, held at Lahorijan, brought together students, parents,
teachers and community members to celebrate the achievements of young
scholars and encourage academic excellence.

Among the dignitaries present were Sardali Bey, Heere Chetri and San-
jay Giri, along with several educators and community leaders from La-
horijan and neighbouring areas.

The programme began with the ceremonial lighting of the lamp, fol-
lowed by the National Anthem. Cultural performances by members of
the “Kingdom of Dance” group added colour to the event and entertained
the audience. The highlight of the programme was the felicitation of stu-
dents who secured top positions in the Class X and Class XII board ex-
aminations. The achievers were presented with certificates and
mementoes in recognition of their academic accomplishments.

Addressing the gathering, the guests praised the students for their ded-
ication and hard work, while stressing the importance of education in
shaping individuals and society. They also commended the Yuva Sanstha
Club for its efforts in motivating and supporting the youth of the region.

The programme concluded with a vote of thanks from the organisers,
who expressed gratitude to the guests, volunteers and local residents for
their support in making the event successful.

Former SBI officer, soctal worker Bharat
Chandra Goswani passes away at 79

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, June 1: Bharat Chan-
dra Goswami, former officer of the
State Bank of India and noted so-
cial worker, passed away at his res-
idence on Laokhowa Road in

“Previously, farmers processed
latex individually, resulting in in-
consistent quality and lower mar-
ket value. These centres will
enable standardised processing
through modern infrastructure, en-
suring better-quality rubber sheets
and improved prices,” he said.

Vasanthagesan also praised the

Riya Sarkar receives Yogendra

LLal Choudhury Memorial Award

HT Correspondent
GOSSAIGAON, June 1: The
21st death anniversary of noted so-
cial worker and former Chairman
of the Gossaigaon Town Commit-
tee, late Yogendra Lal Choudhury,
was observed with solemnity and
a memorial award presentation
ceremony at Kamalnath Club-
cum-Library in Gossaigaon on
Monday.

The programme was organised
jointly by the Gossaigaon Swar-
nadal Branch of the Asam Sahitya
Sabha and the family members of
the late leader.

The event began with floral trib-
utes and ceremonial lamp-lighting
before the portrait of Yogendra Lal
Choudhury by newly elected Gos-
saigaon MLA Sobharam Ba-
sumatary.

A memorial meeting and award
presentation ceremony followed,
during which Basumatary recalled
his association with the late
Choudhury and highlighted his
contributions to education, social
welfare, religious activities and
public life in Gossaigaon.

pI’OCeSSIng HT Bureau
contributions of Thankachan and
Robin for their role in mobilising
farmers and facilitating the suc-
cessful implementation of the proj-
ect.

Delivering the presidential ad-
dress, Siju T described the GPCs
as a model of community-driven
development.

He said the centres would en-
hance productivity, strengthen
quality standards, improve market
integration and create long-term
economic benefits for rubber
growers in the region.

During the programme, finan-
cial assistance cheques of 340
lakh, along with keys to the newly
constructed machine houses, were
formally handed over to the presi-
dents of the eight processing cen-
tres.

The event was attended by P
Arumugam, Kuruvilla C, Ambili
and several other officials, farmers
and community leaders.

2026.

achievements in recent years.

head traction works.

tion.

safer railway services.

GUWAHATI, June 1: The Tinsukia Division of
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) has achieved a sig-
nificant milestone in track maintenance by completing
10.61 kilometres of Through Sleeper Renewal (TSR)
work in the Moranhat-Dibrugarh section during May

The sleeper renewal work was carried out using the
Track Relaying Train (TRT) machine and is among
the division’s notable infrastructure maintenance

According to NFR, the work was completed
through the effective utilisation of 21 traffic blocks
during the month, including nine night blocks.

The operation involved close coordination among
multiple departments, efficient deployment of man-
power and machinery, seamless shunting operations,
and simultaneous execution of signalling and over-

Railway officials said the successful completion of
the project has strengthened track safety and improved
operational reliability in the Moranhat-Dibrugarh sec-

The renewed track infrastructure is expected to fa-
cilitate smoother train operations, enhance ride quality
and improve overall passenger comfort while ensuring

Northeast Frontier Railway stated that the achieve-

progress in sleeper renewal works

Over 10 km of track renewed in Moranhat-Dibrugarh
section, boosting safety and operational reliability

ment reflects its continued commitment to maintain-
ing high standards of safety, efficiency and infrastruc-
ture reliability across its network.

25illegally
transported buffaloes

The annual Yogendra Lal
Choudhury Memorial Award was
presented to Riya Sarkar, a student
of Bhaoraguri-Binyakhata Higher
Secondary School, for securing the
highest marks in the Higher Sec-
ondary Final Examination (Arts
stream) among government educa-
tional institutions in the greater
Gossaigaon subdivision.

She scored 89.20 per cent marks
in the examination.

Riya is the daughter of Pranesh
Sarkar and Gitarani Sarkar of

Mandarpara, Bhaoraguri.

The award comprised a citation,
a set of books, a traditional xorai,
a phulam gamosa and a cash prize
of %5,000.

Her parents and the school’s
principal, Dulal Das, were also fe-
licitated.

Addressing the gathering, Gos-
saigaon in-charge Sub-Divisional
Officer (Civil) and Assistant Com-
missioner Lourembam Nelson
Mangang praised the organisers
and the family members for pro-

ey former ABSL) speaker Phanin Boro passes i

moting educational excellence
through the initiative.

Sub-Divisional Police Officer
Monturam Bora also spoke on the
occasion.

As part of the programme, Inte-
grated Child Development Project
Officer Bhargava Ligira delivered
the Yogendra Lal Choudhury Me-
morial Lecture on “Uncertainties
of the 21st Century and the Future
of Humanity”.

The memorial meeting, chaired
by branch president Pradip Kumar
Das, was addressed by several
speakers who paid tribute to the
late Choudhury and his contribu-
tions to society.

Representing the family, acade-
mician Bivharani Choudhury
spoke on the life and legacy of the
departed leader.

The programme also featured
musical performances by local
artiste Milakshi Kalita.

The objectives of the event were
outlined by journalist Shankar
Choudhury, while the vote of
thanks was delivered by Shankar
Chandra Das.

seized : two arrested

HT Correspondent
JAGIROAD, June 1: Jagiroad
Police seized 25 buffaloes being
transported illegally and arrested
two persons during a routine
checking operation near the Nellie
outpost on Sunday night.

The buffaloes were recovered
from a truck bearing registration
number AS-27C-6564 during the
inspection.

The arrested persons have been
identified as Mukshidul Hoque, the
driver of the vehicle and a resident
of Dighaligaon under Rupahihat
Police Station in Nagaon district,
and Dipmoni Bania, the helper,
who hails from Nonoi Chokori-
gaon under Nagaon Police Station.

According to police sources, the
animals were being transported
from Numaligarh in Upper Assam
to Ninth Mile near Guwahati with-
out valid documents.

Following the seizure, the buf-
faloes were taken into custody and
a case has been registered.

Police have launched an investi-
gation to ascertain the source, own-
ership and intended destination of
the animals, as well as the possible
involvement of others in the illegal
transportation network.

ATTSA ATTWA felicitate
200 meritorious students

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, June 1: Noted social worker and
senior United People’s Party Liberal (UPPL) leader
Phanin Boro passed away on Monday morning at a
private hospital in Chirang district after a prolonged
illness.

Boro, a resident of Bijni, had been
undergoing treatment for several
months due to health complications.

Basumatary, former minister Urkhao Gwra Brahma,
and UPPL general secretaries Raju Kumar Narzary
and Madhab Chandra Chetty.

ABSU president Khwrwmdao Wary and general
secretary Khanindra Basumatary also paid tribute to
Boro at the ABSU office in Bijni.

Several organisations, including
ABSU, Bodo Sahitya Sabha, Tribal
Sangha and UPPL, expressed deep

Nagaon town on Monday after-
noon. He was 79 and had been suf-
fering from prolonged illness.

A respected figure in Nagaon’s
social and cultural circles,
Goswami was associated with sev-
eral organisations and played a key
role in the establishment of Sandi-

Career counselling programme aims to encourage
educational advancement among Tea Tribes community youth

HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, June 1: The Assam Tea Tribes Students’ Associ-
ation (ATTSA) and Assam Tea Tribes Women’s Association
(ATTWA), Margherita branch committees, jointly organised a felic-
itation and career counselling programme at the Margherita India

pani Vidyamandir, one of the
town’s leading educational institu-
tions.

a true guardian of the town.
Tributes were also paid by for-
mer minister Girindra Kumar

He breathed his last at around 7 am.

sorrow over his demise.

Club recently.

A former speaker of the All Bodo

Expressing his condolences,

The event honoured meritorious students from the Tea Tribes

Students Union (ABSU), Boro was
widely known for his involvement in
social welfare activities and his con-
tributions to community develop-
ment and social integration in the

Rajya Sabha MP and UPPL presi-
dent Pramod Boro described Phanin
Boro as a dedicated social worker
and committed grassroots leader.
“The news of the untimely demise

community residing in the Margherita Co-District who successfully
passed the recently declared HSLC and Higher Secondary exami-
nations.

The programme began with the hoisting of the association flag by
Ananta Ghatowar, followed by a martyrs’ tribute led by Manoj Tanti.

Baruah, MP Rakibul Hussain, Na-
gaon Municipal Board Chairper-

He had served as Vice-President
of the Nagaon Natya Samiti and as
President of the Central Building
Construction Department of the

son Ambika Mazumdar,
Vice-Chairman Simanta Bora, Na-
gaon Zila Sahitya Sabha president

Assam Brahman Samaj.

A lifetime member of the Na-
gaon District Brahman Samaj, he
made significant contributions to-
wards the construction of its build-
ing and supported numerous social
and educational initiatives.

His death cast a pall of gloom
over Nagaon town and his native
village, Majgaon.

Condolences poured in from
various quarters, including Na-
gaon-Batadroba MLA  Rupak
Sarma, who described Goswami as

Sarat Borkatoky, and several or-
ganisations and institutions.

Goswami is survived by his
wife, writer Subarna Goswami;
son Debashish Goswami; daugh-
ters Aditi Goswami and Sampriti
Goswami, along with grandchil-
dren and other family members.

His last rites were performed at
the Amolapatty Sarbajanin Crema-
torium on Monday evening in the
presence of a large number of
mourners.

APCB, Cotton University hold public
OUtreach programme on waste management

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, June 1: The Regional Office, Guwahati of the Assam Pol-
lution Control Board (APCB), in collaboration with Cotton University,
organised a public outreach programme on Monday as part of the Board’s
Golden Jubilee celebrations. The programme featured demonstrations of
waste management technologies by e-waste and plastic waste recyclers,
Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs), Common Biomedical Waste Treat-
ment Facilities (CBWTFs), non-governmental organisations and individ-
uals engaged in environmental conservation initiatives.

During an interaction session, Dr Amarjyoti Kashyap of Environ high-
lighted the importance of waste segregation at source, scientific solid
waste management and decentralised composting as key measures for
sustainable environmental practices.

Partha Pratim Pathak, Director of Fresh Air Waste Management Serv-
ices Pvt Ltd, explained the proper disposal of sanitary waste and donated
waste segregation bins to the university to support effective waste man-
agement practices on the campus.

Vice-Chancellor of Cotton University, Prof. Ramesh Chandra Deka,
appreciated the initiative and stressed the need for adopting scientific
methods of waste management. The programme concluded with an ad-
dress by APCB Chairman Dr Arup Kumar Misra.

Organisers said the initiative aims to develop a roadmap for establish-
ing a model “Zero-Waste Campus” through effective waste segregation,
scientific processing and compliance with environmental regulations and
the Solid Waste Management (SWM) Rules, 2026.

region.

At the time of his death, he was
serving as president of the Bijni dis-
trict committee of the United Peo-

ple’s Party Liberal (UPPL).

As news of his demise spread,
people from different communities gathered at his res-

idence to pay their last respects.

His mortal remains were later taken to the UPPL
Bijni district office, where thousands of mourners, in-
cluding political leaders, social activists and well-

wishers, paid tribute.

Among those who paid their respects were Rajya
Sabha MP Rwngwra Narzary, Lok Sabha MP Joyanta

New Aavanced Life Support ambulance at KAMCH strengthens emergency healthcare response in the district

aNce ServIce assists ove

108 ambu

HT Bureau
DIPHU, June 1: The 108 Mri-
tyunjoy Emergency Ambulance
Service has continued to play a
crucial role in providing emer-
gency medical assistance across
East Karbi Anglong, benefiting
7,108 patients during the period
from April 2025 to March 2026.

According to official data, the
service responded to 5,223 emer-
gency cases involving road acci-
dents, pregnancy-related
complications, respiratory ill-
nesses, cardiac emergencies, poi-
soning, suicide attempts and other
critical medical situations.

In addition, 1,885 patients were
provided Inter-Facility Transfer
(IFT) services, enabling the move-
ment of critically ill patients be-
tween healthcare institutions for
specialised treatment and ad-
vanced medical care.

District Emergency Medical Ex-

of Shri Phanin Boro, President of
Bijni District UPPL, former ABSU
leader, dedicated social worker and
my beloved younger brother, has left
me heartbroken,” Pramod Boro said.

He said Phanin Boro had devoted
his life to the service of society and the welfare of the
people, earning the respect and affection of countless
individuals through his sincerity, humility and com-
mitment.

“Today, UPPL has lost a committed grassroots
leader, society has lost a selfless worker, and I have
lost a younger brother,” he added while extending
condolences to the bereaved family.

Around 200 students were felicitated during the event in recognition
of their academic achievements.

Among the distinguished guests present were Assam Cabinet Minis-
ter Rameshwar Teli, ATTSA Central Executive Committee president
Jagadish Baraik, ATTSA Tinsukia district president Jagat Nayak, jour-
nalist Chakrapani Parashar and Amarjit Saikia, along with several other
prominent personalities and local residents.

In addition to the felicitation ceremony, students were provided with
career counselling sessions aimed at helping them make informed de-
cisions regarding their future education and career paths.

Representatives of ATTSA and ATTWA said the programme was or-
ganised with the objective of promoting education and motivating the
younger generation of the Tea Tribes community to pursue higher stud-

ies and career opportunities.
Madhavdev's hirth

e

108

EMERGENCY

- AL o RUCE

ecutive Surajeet Kalita said a new
Advanced Life Support (ALS) am-
bulance was deployed near Karbi
Anglong Medical College and
Hospital on April 18 to strengthen
emergency healthcare services in

17,100 patient

T = s

the district.

Equipped with advanced moni-
toring and life-support equipment,
the ALS ambulance enables para-
medics to stabilise patients suffer-
ing from severe trauma, cardiac

s InEast Karbi Anglong

emergencies and other life-threat-
ening conditions before reaching
the hospital.

The newly deployed unit has al-
ready assisted more than 60 pa-
tients since becoming operational.

Operated by GVK EMRI Green
Health Services, the 108 ambu-
lance network functions round the
clock with trained emergency
medical technicians and essential
life-saving equipment onboard.

Health officials said the addition
of advanced emergency response
units and the continuous strength-
ening of ambulance services have
helped reduce response times and
improve healthcare delivery across
the district’s remote and hilly
areas.

The 108 emergency ambulance
service remains available free of
cost and can be accessed by di-
alling 108 from any mobile or
landline telephone.

anniversary observed
at Batadroba Thaan

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, June 1: The birth an-
niversary of Mahapurush Mad-
havdev was celebrated with
religious fervour at Sri Sri
Batadroba Thaan on Monday, fol-
lowing traditional Vaishnavite cus-
toms and rituals.

The observance was held at the
birthplace of Srimanta Sankardev
and drew a large number of devo-
tees and Vaishnavites from differ-
ent parts of Assam.

The day’s programme began in the
morning with the ritual of taal
kobowa, followed by naam recitation
by the aaisakal and khol prasanga. A
special kirtan was organised later in
the afternoon, attended by nearly a
thousand devotees.

As part of the celebrations, the
devotional composition “Krishna
Surya Bhailanta Udita...” and sev-
eral other kirtans were performed
to mark the occasion.

—®—
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Only those who will risk going too far can possibly find
out how far one can go. T S Eliot

Examination flascos

he continuing examination controversies is some-

thing far deeper than administrative failure. They ex-

pose a gap between the rhetoric of national
achievement and the lived experience of millions of fami-
lies who depend on public systems to secure their future.
For a country where education remains the main ladder of
social mobility, an examination is not merely a test. The
National Testing Agency has come to symbolise this break-
down. Its purpose was to bring standardisation, efficiency
and credibility to high-stakes examinations. Instead, it has
repeatedly been pushed into the centre of controversy, fac-
ing judicial scrutiny, public anger and a severe loss of con-
fidence among students. The Supreme Court’s sharp
observations have reflected what many families already
feel: that an institution entrusted with the futures of young
citizens cannot operate with casualness, opacity or a defen-
sive bureaucratic reflex. When candidates and parents are
driven to despair, when uncertainty drags on for weeks,
when allegations of leaks and irregularities are answered
first with denial and only later with damage control, the
damage to credibility becomes difficult to repair. The dis-
ruption of the Common University Entrance Test (CUET-
UG) has again exposed the fragility of India’s digital exam
infrastructure. A technical glitch delayed the start of the test,
forcing more than 3,700 candidates to leave their centres.
The NTA is already under fire after a question paper leak
led to the cancellation of the May 3 NEET (National Eligi-
bility cum Entrance Test). The matter is being probed by
the CBI, while the NTA has decided to conduct the exam
in the computer-based mode from next year. Another na-
tional-level academic body, the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE), is in a spot over the on-screen marking
system. An embarrassing mix-up of answer sheets has been
flagged by several students.

The CBSE controversy reinforces the same concern.
What appears at first glance to be a technical failure in ex-
amination handling or evaluation cannot be dismissed as
an accident if the chain of decisions reveals something
more deliberate. The issue is not only that students suffered
due to blurred answer sheets, missing pages, mismatched
records or payment failures. The deeper issue is whether
public procurement in education has been reduced to a
process where eligibility conditions can be loosened, safe-
guards bypassed, and accountability diffused after the dam-
age is done.

The language of accountability is used, but consequences
are dispersed across committees, inquiries and procedural
reviews. The human cost is severe. Students caught in these
controversies are not abstract beneficiaries of a demo-
graphic dividend. They are young people living under in-
tense psychological pressure. India often celebrates its
youth population as an economic advantage, but that ad-
vantage can be squandered if the systems meant to channel
aspiration instead produce mistrust.

Chinese part in Bangladesh
Teesta Project alarms India

By: Nantoo Banerjee

1.5-billion Teesta River Comprehensive Management and

Restoration Project (TRCMRP) seems to have posed a sig-
nificant geopolitical tension for India and its defence concerns.
Dhaka made a formal request to China for the project during For-
eign Minister Khalilur Rahman’s recent visit to Beijing, reflecting
a pivot in Bangladesh’s foreign policy under its new government.
And, Beijing obliged quite eagerly as it could be part of its Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) in Bangladesh. The project under Chi-
nese technical and financial involvement has naturally heightened
India’s security concerns in view of its close proximity to the
Siliguri Corridor, often called “Chicken’s Neck”, a highly sensi-
tive, narrow strip of land connecting the Indian mainland to its
eight northeastern states.

There is nothing surprising about the newly elected Bangladesh
government’s sudden decision to involve China in the project as
a comprehensive water-sharing agreement on the Teesta has been
stalled for over 15 years, largely due to opposition from the state
of West Bengal, led by former Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.
Under the Indian Constitution, water is a state subject. The Centre
cannot sign a binding Teesta water sharing agreement without
West Bengal’s consent. Mamata Banerjee blocked the deal due
to domestic water scarcity, ecological concerns, and political con-
siderations. In September 2011, then-Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and the UPA government drafted an interim treaty proposing
a water division during the dry season, giving India 42.5 percent and
Bangladesh 37.5 percent. Mamata Banerjee, who was initially
scheduled to accompany the Prime Minister to Dhaka, skipped
the trip at the last minute and refused to sign the proposed deal.

Unable to secure a pact over the years, Bangladesh shifted
focus to a conservation approach, inviting foreign infrastructure
bids. The TRCMRP plans to build massive reservoirs, dredge the
riverbed, build embankments, and construct satellite cities to mit-
igate dry-season water shortages and manage monsoon floods.
Although New Delhi had already submitted its own technical and
conservation proposal for the Teesta basin in a bid to resolve the
issue collaboratively, the new Bangladesh government has opted for
its own project under Chinese collaboration. New Delhi views
China’s prominent involvement in the basin as a strategic security
concern near its borders. India has actively offered to fund and handle
the conservation project to pre-empt Chinese influence but the new
Bangladesh government decided to collaborate with China.

The Teesta issue has unfolded amid broader water diplomacy
concerns, including the impending expiration of the 1996 India-
Bangladesh Ganges Water Treaty. Bangladesh is pushing for ur-
gent negotiations to establish a new Ganges water-sharing treaty
with India, as the current 1996 pact expires in December. Leaders
from the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) have for-
mally linked the future of Dhaka’s bilateral ties with New Delhi
to a fair, climate-resilient water-sharing deal that meets
Bangladesh’s current needs. While the 30-year-old treaty estab-
lished a structured mechanism for sharing dry-season flows at the
Farakka Barrage, Bangladesh has frequently raised concerns that
the actual water released during lean months often falls short of
what was promised. On the contrary, India has maintained the
issue of the release of Ganga water is addressed through estab-
lished bilateral platforms, such as the ongoing joint measurements
of water levels and engagement through the Joint Rivers Com-
mission between the two countries.

While demanding renegotiations of the Ganges Water Treaty
to govern the equitable sharing of dry-season water flows (Janu-
ary 1 to May 31) from the Ganga River between India and
Bangladesh, the latter is believed to have approved a mega-pro-
ject to construct a barrage on the Ganges water-fed Padma River.
Bangladesh maintains this is for internal water management and
mitigating dry-season salinity. The Ganga water treaty dictates
water sharing at the Farakka Barrage in West Bengal based on
10-day cycles. If flows are under 70,000 cusecs, the water is di-
vided equally (50:50). When water flows fall between 70,000 and
75,000 cusecs, Bangladesh is guaranteed 35,000 cusecs, with
India receiving the remainder. (IPA Service)

B angladesh’s involvement of China in the country’s US$

The Relevance of Libraries

ibraries are an indispensable

part of human civilization. In

contemporary times, when
the rapid expansion of digital tech-
nology has transformed the way in-
formation is accessed, questions
have arisen regarding the relevance
of libraries. The easy availability of
the Internet, instant access to infor-
mation, and the widespread use of
digital media have challenged the
traditional role of libraries. Never-
theless, a library is not merely a
place for storing books; it is
a repository of knowledge,
a custodian of culture, and
a vibrant center for the in-
tellectual development of
society.

The historical signifi-
cance of libraries is insepa-
rably linked with the
development of civiliza-
tion. Since ancient times,
libraries have functioned as
centers for the
preservation and
dissemination of
knowledge. Their
primary objective

DEGREE OF THOUGHT

By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

enduring centers of knowledge.
The transformation of libraries is
another important aspect of their
contemporary relevance. The jour-
ney from traditional libraries to
modern digital libraries represents a
remarkable change. Traditional li-
braries primarily housed printed
books, handwritten manuscripts,
and periodicals. In modern times,
however, libraries have adopted dig-
ital preservation systems. The avail-
ability of e-books, e-journals, online
repositories, and digital
databases has expanded
the scope of libraries.
As a result of this digi-
talization, accessibility
has increased signifi-
cantly. Digital libraries
have opened new doors
of knowledge for those
who are unable to visit
libraries  physically.
This transformation has
enabled libraries
to adapt to
changing times.
Yet, despite this
digitalization, the

was to preserve

the intellectual heritage of human
civilization through the collection of
manuscripts, written records, and
accumulated knowledge. These li-
braries did not merely serve as store-
houses of knowledge but also acted
as mediums for the exchange of
ideas among different cultures. In
recent times, the development of
digital technology has made access
to information easier. Any individ-
ual can now obtain information
from any corner of the world within
moments while sitting at home. This
transformation has placed the tradi-
tional role of libraries under
scrutiny. However, the importance
of libraries is not limited to being a
source of information. Their signif-
icance lies in the selection, preser-
vation, and delivery of information
to readers. Although digital plat-
forms offer an abundance of infor-
mation, questions often arise
regarding its reliability and depth.
The books, journals, and documents
preserved in libraries are generally
reviewed by experts and are depend-
able sources of knowledge. This re-
liability makes libraries an island of
trust amidst the vast ocean of infor-
mation. Furthermore, the quiet envi-
ronment of a library provides
readers with the opportunity to ac-
quire knowledge through deep con-
centration and reflection, something
that is often difficult to achieve in
the distracting atmosphere of digital
media. This unique quality has en-
sured the continued relevance of li-
braries in modern times. Their role
extends beyond the search for infor-
mation; they are an integral part of
the intellectual and cultural life of
society. Libraries not only provide
information but also stimulate criti-
cal thinking, analytical abilities, and
creativity. Thus, the relevance of li-
braries remains intact even today
because they continue to function as

importance  of
traditional libraries has not dimin-
ished. The tactile experience of turn-
ing the pages of a book, the serene
atmosphere of a library, and the in-
tellectual connection formed among
readers cannot be replicated by dig-
ital media. These sensory and emo-
tional experiences make traditional
libraries unique spaces. Moreover,
libraries play an important role in
fostering connections within local
communities. Through cultural pro-
grams, reading circles, discussion
forums, and workshops, libraries
bring together people from various
sections of society. Such activities
make libraries not merely reposito-
ries of knowledge but also social
and cultural centers. This multifac-
eted role has ensured their continued
relevance in contemporary times.
The combination of digital and tra-
ditional approaches has transformed
libraries into dynamic institutions
capable of adapting to the needs of
the age. This evolving nature has
given libraries a new dimension of
importance, making them an inte-
gral part of modern society.

For students, libraries are invalu-
able reservoirs of knowledge. The
availability of books, journals, data-
bases, and other educational re-
sources enables students to move
beyond their prescribed curricula
and explore the wider world of
knowledge. Although digital plat-
forms provide abundant informa-
tion, concerns often arise regarding
the reliability and depth of such in-
formation. The books and resources
preserved in libraries are generally
reviewed by experts, enabling stu-
dents to build their knowledge on
dependable foundations. This relia-
bility makes libraries indispensable
educational resources. In addition,
libraries help students develop re-
search skills, analytical thinking,
and the capacity for independent

learning. These abilities are essential
in modern life, as they empower stu-
dents to solve complex problems
and think independently. The quiet
and focused environment of li-
braries provides opportunities for
deep study, which is often difficult
in the distracting environment of
digital media. Furthermore, libraries
enable students to gain extensive
knowledge across various disci-
plines, thereby broadening their in-
tellectual horizons. This educational
role contributes significantly to the
intellectual development of society.
For students, libraries are not merely
sources of information but sacred
spaces for personal growth, intellec-
tual advancement, and the cultiva-
tion of creativity. Thus, the
educational function of libraries re-
mains a fundamental pillar of their
relevance in contemporary times.

Libraries are open spaces for peo-
ple from all sections of society. Rich
and poor, educated and uneducated,
young and old—all have equal ac-
cess to their resources. There is no
discrimination within a library, and
everyone is provided with equal op-
portunities. Particularly for econom-
ically disadvantaged individuals,
libraries serve as accessible gate-
ways to knowledge. Through li-
braries, they gain opportunities to
improve the quality of their lives.
Libraries help reduce intellectual in-
equality by ensuring access to
knowledge for all. Moreover, li-
braries play a crucial role in preserv-
ing local culture, history, and
heritage. Through the preservation
of books, handwritten manuscripts,
and local literature, libraries serve as
custodians of a society’s cultural
identity. This role in cultural preser-
vation makes libraries an indispen-
sable component of society.
Libraries also promote social cohe-
sion by connecting with local com-
munities. Through cultural
programs, reading circles, and dis-
cussion forums, they bring together
people from different backgrounds.
These activities transform libraries
into social centers that contribute to
the overall development of society.
This social role continues to make
libraries relevant in contemporary
times, as they act as bridges con-
necting various dimensions of com-
munity life.

A discussion of the changing role
of libraries in the digital age reveals
another important aspect of their rel-
evance. Modern libraries are no

longer merely repositories of books;
they have evolved into multifunc-
tional centers. Many libraries now
provide Internet access, computer
facilities, and digital databases.
These services have enhanced both
their accessibility and attractiveness.
Furthermore, libraries actively en-
gage with communities through ed-
ucational programs, workshops, and
cultural events. Such initiatives fos-
ter a greater interest in knowledge
among younger generations. The in-
tegration of digital technology has
expanded the role of libraries even
further. Through these develop-
ments, libraries have successfully
adapted to contemporary needs.
This dynamism has established
them as indispensable institutions in
modern society. Digital libraries
have enabled readers to access infor-
mation from anywhere in the world,
thereby breaking geographical bar-
riers. Nevertheless, the physical
presence of traditional libraries and
their unique atmosphere continue to
hold a special place in the minds of
readers. This dual role—both digital
and traditional—has made libraries
even more relevant in the modern
era. Their evolving nature has added
new dimensions to their signifi-
cance, ensuring their continued
place within contemporary society.

The contribution of libraries to in-
tellectual freedom is particularly
noteworthy. Libraries preserve
books representing diverse view-
points on a wide range of subjects.
As aresult, readers can engage with
different schools of thought and de-
velop their analytical abilities. Dig-
ital  media often  presents
information based on individual
preferences, which can narrow per-
spectives. Libraries, however, are
free from such limitations. The di-
verse collections available in li-
braries introduce readers to new
worlds of ideas. Furthermore, li-
braries play a significant role in re-
search. For researchers, writers, and
analysts, libraries are invaluable re-
sources. Their collections of rare
books, manuscripts, and historical
documents provide new directions
for scholarly inquiry. This research-
oriented role has established li-
braries as major centers of
intellectual freedom. By exposing
readers to diverse perspectives, li-
braries help cultivate critical think-
ing and independent judgment.
Readers are able to form their own
opinions and think independently

World Environment Day 2026

about various social issues. The pro-
motion of intellectual freedom en-
sures the continuing relevance of
libraries, as they make substantial
contributions to the intellectual
growth of society.

Moreover, through access to
knowledge, libraries provide people
with opportunities to acquire new
skills. These skills enable individu-
als to improve their quality of life
and become economically self-re-
liant. This role is especially signifi-
cant in developing countries.
Libraries create educational oppor-
tunities within local communities,
helping people discover new em-
ployment possibilities. In addition,
libraries serve as important sources
of information for entrepreneurs.
They provide access to knowledge
about business ideas, market trends,
and technological developments.
Through such information, entrepre-
neurs can enhance the prospects of
their enterprises. This economic
function makes libraries valuable
social assets. By contributing to eco-
nomic development, libraries con-
tinue to remain relevant in
contemporary society.

Reflecting on the future of li-
braries provides a clear understand-
ing of their dynamism and
adaptability. As the digital age con-
tinues to evolve, the role of libraries
will also change. However, their
fundamental purpose—the dissemi-
nation of knowledge and the ad-
vancement of society—uwill remain
unchanged. Libraries will continue
to play a vital role in spreading
knowledge. Through integration
with emerging technologies, they
will sustain their relevance in the fu-
ture. The use of artificial intelli-
gence, digital repositories, and
online services will enable libraries
to offer more personalized services
to readers. Moreover, libraries will
be able to organize innovative pro-
grams tailored to the needs of new
generations. This adaptability will
ensure their future relevance.
Through their contributions to intel-
lectual, cultural, and economic de-
velopment, libraries will continue to
serve society. This forward-looking
vision establishes libraries as endur-
ing assets for future generations.

In conclusion, libraries remain in-
dispensable institutions in society.
Although digital technology has
transformed their role, it has not di-
minished their importance. Libraries
continue to contribute significantly
to the dissemination of knowledge,
social connectivity, educational ad-
vancement, cultural preservation, and
economic development. Their evolv-
ing nature and integration with mod-
ern technology have enabled them to
adapt successfully to contemporary
needs. In the future as well, libraries
will retain their significance and con-
tinue contributing to the intellectual
and cultural advancement of society.
Therefore, libraries are not merely
legacies of the past; they are living
centers of knowledge for the present
and the future.

The Climate Crisis and Responsibilities

he continuous wildfires rag-

ing across different corners

of the world, erratic storms,
unseasonal rainfall, unprecedented
heatwaves and the rapid melting of
glaciers carry a grim and ominous
warning for humanity. These natu-
ral disasters unequivocally prove
that the ecosystem and balance of
our only habitable planet are now
under severe jeopardy. Climate
change is no longer just a looming
future threat, it has manifested into
a harsh, cruel reality of our present,
endangering the very existence of
human civilization. The alarming
data presented in recent climate re-
ports by the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO), NASA and
the European Copernicus Climate
Change Service have proven to be
undeniably accurate. According to
these organizations,
the period between
2023 and 2025 was
the hottest in recorded

By: Lalit Nath

remained confined to empty prom-
ises, endless debates and distant
targets for years, the climate crisis
has today assumed an aggressive
and irreversible form. To find rapid
and actionable solutions to this
global emergency, the world will
observe the 53rd World Environ-
ment Day on June 5. Spearheaded
annually by the United Nations En-
vironment Programme (UNEP),
this global event centers around a
specific, timely theme. Aligning
with this, the official theme for
World Environment Day 2026 has
been declared as “Inspired by Na-
ture: For Climate, For Our Future.”
Correspondingly, the global cam-
paign slogan for this year is “Now
for Climate.” This slogan makes it
explicitly clear that humanity has
absolutely no time to lose and
whatever
actions need
to be taken
must be ex-

history. For the first
time ever, the Copernicus Climate
Change Service reported that
global average temperatures ex-
ceeded the 1.5°C threshold for
three consecutive years.

Consequently, the year 2026 has
become the most critical historical
juncture in global warming. Driven
by unchecked carbon emissions,
global temperatures are projected
to permanently breach this 1.5°C
limit by 2026. While the WMO has
sounded alarm bells regarding the
catastrophic future scale of global
warming, NASA has utilized satel-
lite data to confirm that current
temperatures are the highest wit-
nessed in the last 140 years. These
terrifying statistics are not mere
numbers, they are definitive indi-
cators of a looming existential cri-
sis for humanity and the entire
biosphere.

Because the global community

ecuted this
very moment. This year, the inter-
national host city for World Envi-
ronment Day is Baku, the historic
capital of Azerbaijan situated on
the coast of the Caspian Sea. No-
tably, Baku recently hosted the
pivotal UN Climate Change Con-
ference (COP29), where historic
frameworks regarding global
temperature caps and climate fi-
nance funds were negotiated.
Having successfully organized the
UN climate summit, Azerbaijan
has now taken up the profound re-
sponsibility of uniting the global
community to confront climate
challenges arising from rapid ur-
banization through nature-based
solutions.

These alarming global statistics
and acute climate emergencies are
no longer confined to the discourse
of developed nations or interna-
tional summits, their direct and ad-

verse impacts are now starkly vis-
ible at the regional level. Our
green state of Assam has not been
spared by this global ecological
disruption. In fact, the adverse ef-
fects of climate change have left
Assam severely battered. Over
the last few years, Assam’s cli-
mate has exhibited highly abnor-
mal fluctuations. The state, once
celebrated for its lush hills, valleys,
and equitable climate, is now
plagued by the frequent recurrence
of extreme conditions like
droughts and hyper-precipitation.
The behavior of the mighty
Brahmaputra and Barak rivers—
the lifelines of Assam’s economy
and demographic landscape—is
becoming increasingly erratic by
the day. Due to global warming,
the Himalayan glaciers are melting
at an accelerated pace, directly im-
pacting our river systems. Well be-
fore the arrival of the actual
monsoon, even during April and
May, unprecedented floods sub-
merge vast stretches of Lower and
Upper Assam. Conversely, during
the peak monsoon months, rainfall
drops drastically, triggering
drought-like situations. This erratic
weather cycle has brought severe
disaster to the state’s agrarian
economy, profoundly affecting
Assam’s legendary tea industry
and traditional paddy cultivation. It
is not just the rainfall, the rise in
Assam’s average temperature has
shattered all past records. Recently,
temperatures in various parts of the
state have touched a scorching
40°C, rendering daily life miser-
able. Deforestation in the hill dis-
tricts, rampant river sand mining,
and the filling up of local ponds
and wetlands in the name of urban-
ization have completely destabi-
lized the local ecosystem. Due to
this shrinking forest cover, wildlife
in world heritage sites like Kazi-

ranga or Manas is no longer safe.
Driven by the search for food and
shelter, wild animals are forced to
venture into human settlements,
escalating human-wildlife conflict
to an intense degree.

Standing at this critical cross-
roads, we cannot afford to sit idly
by, relying solely on government
policies or international bodies.
This year’s slogan, “Now for Cli-
mate,” reminds us that if we fail to
act immediately, passing on a liv-
able planet to future generations
will become impossible. In line
with this year’s theme, “Inspired
by Nature,” we must chart our de-
velopmental paths by respecting
the laws of nature. Our responsibil-
ities can be broadly categorized
into three domains: government
policy, collective action, and per-
sonal awareness.

First, we must move beyond the
tokenism of planting saplings on
World Environment Day. We must
take responsibility for nurturing
those saplings until they transform
into massive trees, and depleted
hill slopes and riverbanks must be
re-greened through both govern-
mental and non-governmental
community initiatives. Second,
Assam’s domestic ponds and nat-
ural wetlands are vital buffers for
climate regulation and the rising
trend of reclaiming these price-
less wetlands for urban construc-
tion must be strictly regulated
through stringent legal frame-
works, alongside a renewed em-
phasis on rainwater harvesting and
traditional irrigation methods.

Third, we must transition away
from modern consumerist culture
and embrace the nature-friendly,
sustainable lifestyles deep-rooted
in traditional Indian and Assamese
societies. Single-use plastics have
caused catastrophic damage to our
soil and water networks and they

must be actively replaced with in-
digenous, biodegradable alterna-
tives made of jute, bamboo and
banana fiber. Furthermore, to curb
the climate crisis, we must system-
atically reduce our reliance on fos-
sil fuels and aggressively promote
solar energy, wind energy, and the
widespread adoption of electric ve-
hicles.

Finally, education must become
the most potent medium to trans-
form societal mindsets. Academic
scoring contests cannot remain the
sole objective of education, our ed-
ucational institutions must be re-
modeled into epicenters of
environmental consciousness. Stu-
dents should be taken out of the
confines of classrooms into the lap
of nature, fostering an intrinsic
emotional bond and reverence for
the environment from childhood.

Standing here in the year 2026,
we must realize with every fiber of
our being that human civilization
has no independent existence sep-
arate from nature. Today’s cli-
mate crisis is fundamentally the
consequence of our unregulated
greed and exploitation of natural
resources. On the sacred occasion
of the 53rd World Environment
Day, we must not limit ourselves to
slogans or speeches. Every citizen
must pledge to plant and protect at
least one tree, eliminate waste, and
adopt an eco-friendly lifestyle. The
clarion call of “Now for Climate”
echoing from Baku must resonate
through our villages, towns, and
cities. We must remember that we
do not have a “Planet B.” There-
fore, for our own future and to se-
cure the safety of the generations
to come, we must dedicate our-
selves to protecting nature starting
today—this very moment. Only
then will the celebration of World
Environment Day achieve its true
fulfillment.
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olorectal cancer is the third

most commonTrusted

Source cancer worldwide,
and the second leading cause of
cancer-related deaths worldwide.

Early-onset colorectal cancer,
which occurs in adults under 50, is
rising globally at an alarming rate
in younger adults, with research
highlighting that it is the leading
causeTrusted Source of cancer-re-
lated death among males and fe-
males under age 50.

Previous colorectal cancer
screening guidelinesTrusted
Source from the ACS advised that
average-risk adults aged 45 years
and older undergo regular screen-
ing with either a stool-based test or
a visual exam, based on personal
preferences and test availability. It
also recommends a timely
colonoscopy after all positive re-
sults on non-colonoscopy screen-
ing tests.

Now, the ACS has updated its
screening guidelines to expand the
range of recommended screening
tools, including new blood-based
and at-home stool tests designed to
improve participation and detect
cancer earlier.

Published in CA: A Cancer Jour-
nal for CliniciansTrusted Source,
the updated recommendations con-
tinue to advise that adults at aver-
age risk begin screening for
colorectal cancer at age 45 and
continue through age 75 and up to
85, depending on their preference
and overall health. They also ad-
vise that individuals at higher risk

may need to begin screening be-
fore age 45 and undergo testing
more frequently.

The revised guidance reflects
growing concern over rising col-
orectal cancer rates among
younger adults, as well as persist-
ent screening gaps across the
United States.

More screening choices aimed
at increasing participation

Older evidence indicates that
more than 20 million eligible
Americans remain unscreened for
colorectal cancer, which is approx-
imately one-third of adults who
should be tested.

Experts involved in the update
suggest that expanding the number
of available screening methods
may help remove barriers for peo-
ple who are reluctant or unable to
undergo traditional colonoscopy
procedures.

Notably, findings from the 2026
Colorectal Cancer Alliance State
of Screening Study highlight that
only half of Americans know that
colorectal cancer screening tests
are available at home. Screening
can significantly improve survival
outcomes, particularly when the
disease is detected early. Evidence
suggests that the 5-year survival
rate can exceed 90%Trusted
Source when colorectal cancer is
diagnosed at an early stage.

By updating their guidance, the
ACS hopes more eligible adults
will participate in colorectal cancer
screening, helping close the
screening gap and catch more can-

PhD, Senior Vice President, Can-
cer Screening at the American
Cancer Society, and senior author
of the updated guidelines, told
Medical News Today that the up-
dated guidelines are an opportunity
to reinforce the foundation of the
recommendations and highlight
what is new.

“Adults at average risk of col-
orectal cancer should begin regular
screening at age 45. If they are past
the age of 45 and have not started
screening, it is important to do so
now. Options for colorectal cancer
screening include visual tests, of
which the most commonly chosen
is colonoscopy every 10 years, and
stool tests, of which there are op-
tions for annual testing or testing
every 3 years.”

— Robert Smith, PhD

“With this update, we review an
update of an existing multi-target
stool-DNA test, which tests for
blood in the stool or abnormal
DNA, and a new multi-target
stool-RNA test, which tests for
blood in the stool and abnormal
RNA fragments,” Smith said.

“These two tests are recom-
mended to be done every 3 years.
We also add to the recommenda-
tions a blood-test option, which
should only be recommended to
individuals who decline or have
not completed a high-sensitivity
stool-based test or visual exam,”
he added.

What are the new screening
options?

While colonoscopy remains the

updated guidelines now include
additional stool-based and blood-
based tests.

New and updated stool-based
tests

The ACS now recommends
newer multitarget stool tests that
analyze stool samples for molecu-
lar markers linked to colorectal
cancer.

These include Cologuard, an up-
dated multitarget stool DNA (mt-
sDNA) test that checks for DNA
markers and hidden blood in stool
samples, and ColoSense, a newer
multitarget stool RNA (mt-sSRNA)
test that analyzes RNA markers
alongside hemoglobin in stool
samples.

Both Cologuard and
ColoSenseTrusted Source have
FDA approval and demonstrate
high sensitivity for detecting col-
orectal cancer. Both tests are de-
signed to be completed at home
and are recommended every 3
yearsTrusted Source.

Blood-based screening test
added

The updated recommendations
also include a blood-based screen-
ing option, Shield, which detects
tumor DNA circulating in the
bloodstream.

However, although Shield also
has FDA approval Trusted Source,
the test appears less effective at de-
tecting early stage cancers than es-
tablished stool-based methods.

The ACS suggests that blood-
based tests should primarily be for
those who decline or do not com-

colonoscopy.

Colonoscopy remains the pre-
ferred visual exam

The guideline also highlights
that a positive result from any
blood or stool-based screening test
must be followed by a
colonoscopy, ideally within 6
months, to complete the screening
process. “If a non-colonoscopy
colorectal cancer screening test is
positive, it must be followed up
with a colonoscopy, or the screen-
ing process is not complete,”
Smith emphasized to MNT. “It is
critically important, but many pa-
tients with positive findings on a
stool test do not get followed up
with a colonoscopy.”

“There are numerous reasons,
including not appreciating the im-
portance of the follow-up
colonoscopy, difficulty getting an
appointment, concerns about costs
(it should be covered at no cost to
individuals with insurance), the
complexity of preparing for
colonoscopy, the need to get time
off from work, the need to arrange
for a chaperone to drive the patient
home from the exam, etc. Strong
encouragement from the health-
care team is essential,” he ex-

updated recommendations con-
tinue to support traditional visual
screening  methods,  includ-
ingTrusted Source colonoscopy
every 10 years, flexible sigmoi-
doscopy every 5 years, and CT
colonography every 5 years.

At-home stool tests such as fecal
immunochemical tests (FIT) and
guaiac-based fecal occult blood
tests (JFOBT) also remain part of
the recommendations.

Which test is best to screen for
colorectal cancer?

The ACS reiterates that the best
screening test is ultimately the one
a person is willing and able to
complete. “Patient preference is
very important, and in fact, our
guideline recommends that clini-
cians should not direct patients to
a specific test but initially recom-
mend that individuals consider ei-
ther a visual examination or a stool
test,” Smith adds.

“Too often clinicians simply ad-
vise patients to get a colonoscopy,
and the evidence shows that many
individuals do not wish to undergo
an invasive test,” he said.

Improving access and afford-
ability for colorectal cancer
screening

Cancer Action Network (ACS
CAN), state that improving access
and affordability will be critical to
the success of the updated guide-
lines.

The screening gap for colorectal
cancer remains a persistent barrier
that can result in delayed diag-
noses, advanced-stage tumors, and
higher mortality rates that could
have been avoided. The ACS CAN
highlights that insurance coverage
and out-of-pocket costs remain
major barriers to screening partic-
ipation, and they will continue to
press for policies that eliminate
these barriers.

The ACS also notes that the
growing colorectal cancer trends in
younger populations make earlier
and more accessible screening in-
creasingly important.

The guideline update also fea-
tures a new patient information
page that intends to help people
better understand colorectal cancer
screening options, prevention
strategies, and follow-up care.

“Clinicians should stress the
burden of disease, the value of
early detection for both prevention
through removing polyps that may
become colorectal cancer and find-

cers at an earlier, treatable stage.

Robert SmithTrusted Source,

gold standardTrusted Source for
colorectal cancer screening, the

plete preferred screening methods,
such

plained.

as stool testing or

Although
technologies are being added, the

new

The ACS and its advocacy affil-
iate, American Cancer Society

ing colorectal cancer early,” Smith
concluded. (Courtesy: MNT)

Indlia’s first elderly department in Kerala will address  Qdenga in India: Promise, Precedent,

a Crisis rest of country has not recognised yet

By: KA Shaji

or decades, Kerala’s migration
economy transformed the state

socially and economically. Re-
mittances built houses, funded edu-
cation and lifted entire families into
the middle class. But beneath that
success story, another reality slowly
emerged. Kerala has become one of
India’s fastest-ageing societies, and the
social consequences of that transforma-
tion are now impossible to ignore.

Responding to this demographic
shift, the newly elected United Dem-
ocratic Front government in Kerala
has announced India’s first exclusive
Department for Senior Citizens along
with a quasi-judicial Senior Citizens
Commission meant to protect the
rights and welfare of elderly people.

The initiative, inspired partly by
Japan’s ageing-care systems, is being
projected as a long-term social inter-
vention rather than another welfare
scheme.

Chief Minister V D Satheesan said
the state can no longer treat ageing as
merely a private family concern.

“Protection of senior citizens is es-
sential for a civilised society. Kerala
is entering a phase where ageing has
become a major governance issue in-
volving dignity, healthcare, mobility,
safety and social justice,” Satheesan
said.

Asilent crisis

Kerala already has the highest pro-
portion of elderly citizens among
major Indian states. People above the
age of 60 constitute nearly one-fifth
of the population, and the number is
expected to rise sharply over the next
two decades. By 2030, elderly citi-
zens are projected to account for
nearly one-fourth of the state’s popu-
lation. Unlike many Indian states that
still have younger demographic pro-
files, Kerala is ageing rapidly be-
cause of lower birth rates, longer life
expectancy, improved healthcare and
large-scale migration of younger gen-
erations.

The effects are visible across the
state.

In districts like Pathanamthitta,
Kottayam and Alappuzha, elderly
couples increasingly live alone in
homes once occupied by large joint
families. Many widowed women sur-
vive with little financial independ-
ence. Bedridden seniors often depend
entirely on local volunteers or infor-
mal caregiving systems. Emotional
isolation, depression and age-related
illnesses are rising steadily.

Much of the policy thinking behind
Kerala’s new initiative emerged from
years of research conducted by mi-
gration scholar S Irudaya Rajan at the
Centre for Development Studies in
Thiruvananthapuram. His studies in
migration-heavy regions documented
how elderly parents were being left
behind as younger generations
moved away for employment.

The studies revealed a silent social
crisis unfolding in Kerala’s country-
side. Even when children continued
to send money home, many elderly
parents were experiencing loneliness,
neglect and emotional abandonment.

Senior Indian Administrative Serv-
ice officer Adeela Abdulla, who has

been associated with social justice
policy planning, said Kerala had
reached a point where ageing itself
must become central to governance
discussions.

“The issues are not limited to
healthcare. Loneliness, mobility,
emotional insecurity and the weaken-
ing of traditional caregiving struc-
tures are becoming major concerns,”
she said. Kerala already runs several
welfare programmes for elderly citi-
zens, including home-care schemes,
palliative initiatives and community-
based support projects. However, of-
ficials admit these interventions
remain fragmented and inadequate
for the scale of the challenge con-
fronting the state.

State steps in

The proposed Senior Citizens
Commission is expected to integrate
welfare support, legal protection and
policy intervention within a single in-
stitutional framework.

Transport Minister C P John, who
is expected to hold additional charge
of the new department, said the tradi-
tional social systems that once pro-
tected elderly people were weakening
rapidly.

“The joint family structure has
changed. Migration has altered rela-
tionships within families. Increas-
ingly, elderly parents are living alone.
Many face emotional abandonment
even when financial support is avail-
able,” John said.

According to him, elderly welfare
can no longer remain confined to
pensions and charity-driven schemes.

“Senior citizens deserve dignity,
legal protection and meaningful par-
ticipation in society. Many people be-
tween 60 and 70 are active, skilled
and capable of contributing enor-
mously to public life,” he said.

The proposed commission will
have quasi-judicial powers to inter-
vene in cases involving neglect,
abuse and denial of rights. It will also
monitor the implementation of the
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Act, 2007, which
legally obligates children to support
ageing parents but remains weakly
implemented in many parts of the
country.

Apart from grievance redressal, the
commission is expected to advise the
government on age-friendly policies
and public infrastructure.

Kerala’s interest in Japanese age-
ing-care systems comes from the
similarities both societies increas-
ingly face. Japan, one of the world’s
oldest societies, has moved towards
community-based elderly care, as-
sisted living systems and home-based
support rather than relying entirely on
institutional care facilities.

Kerala now hopes to adapt some of
those principles to local realities.

Instead of isolating elderly citizens
in old-age homes, the state plans to
strengthen domiciliary care systems
that allow senior citizens to continue
living within familiar neighbour-
hoods and social environments.

The government also plans to en-
sure trained caregivers for bedridden
senior citizens through coordination
between the Health Department, So-
cial Justice Department and local

self-government institutions.

Another major concern shaping the
policy is what experts describe as the
“feminisation of ageing”.

Women in Kerala generally outlive
men by several years. As a result, a
large section of elderly women live
alone as widows, often with limited
income, weak social protection and
high emotional vulnerability.

In many villages, elderly women
spend years in isolation because chil-
dren live abroad or in distant cities.
Social workers say they are among
the most vulnerable sections within
Kerala’s ageing population.

The state’s proposed intervention
also seeks to address the everyday
struggles elderly people face in pub-
lic spaces.

Senior citizens frequently com-
plain about inaccessible hospitals,
lack of seating in public institutions,
unsafe roads, confusing banking pro-
cedures and public transport systems
that are unfriendly to ageing bodies.

The government is considering
several age-sensitive reforms includ-
ing low-floor buses, safer pedestrian
crossings, wheelchair access in pub-
lic buildings, priority facilities in hos-
pitals and improved accessibility in
banking and government offices.

Policy planners are also discussing
the creation of a “skill bank” involv-
ing retired professionals, teachers,
engineers and administrators who can
continue contributing to society
through local governance initiatives,
mentoring programmes and digital
literacy campaigns.

The initiative additionally aims to
strengthen intergenerational relation-
ships at a time when migration and
urbanisation are reshaping family life
in Kerala. Awareness campaigns in
schools and colleges are expected to
become part of the state’s larger strat-
egy to rebuild social sensitivity to-
wards elderly people.

However, social activists and
healthcare experts caution that insti-
tutional announcements alone cannot
resolve Kerala’s ageing crisis.

The state already faces shortages
of trained geriatric caregivers, mental
health professionals and long-term
care infrastructure. Chronic illnesses
associated with ageing, including de-
mentia, Alzheimer’s disease, diabetes
and stroke-related disabilities, are
placing increasing pressure on Ker-
ala’s healthcare system.

Questions also remain regarding
implementation, funding and coordi-
nation between multiple departments
and welfare agencies.

Yet supporters of the initiative be-
lieve Kerala may once again be antic-
ipating a future that the rest of India
has not fully recognised.

India’s elderly population is ex-
pected to increase sharply in the com-
ing decades, but ageing still remains
largely absent from mainstream pol-
icy discussions in most states.

Kerala’s new department and com-
mission therefore represents some-
thing larger than administrative
restructuring. They acknowledge
that ageing, loneliness and dignity
are becoming defining social ques-
tions in modern India. (Courtesy:
Down To Earth)

and the Long Road to Dengue Control

By: Lakshmy Ramakrishnan

engue is a mosquito-borne viral in-

fection prevalent in tropical and sub-

tropical areas. The World Health
Organization (WHO) places half the world’s
population at risk of infection, with escalat-
ing global tolls. The number of dengue cases
has risen from just over half a million in 2000
to 14.6 million reported cases in 2024, with
India reporting 0.12 million cases in 2025.
Rapid urbanisation and poor urban planning,
along with rising temperatures, have signifi-
cantly contributed to the spread of dengue,
which is now endemic in over 100 countries.
With no specific treatment available, preven-
tion has been critical. The development of a
safe and efficacious vaccine has been chal-
lenging, owing to the complexities of im-
mune responses to dengue infection. In
March this year, a Subject Expert Committee
of the Central Drugs Standard Control Or-
ganisation (CDSCO) approved the introduc-
tion of a dengue vaccine — Qdenga —
marking a significant turn in the battle
against dengue. An integrated strategy
nonetheless remains essential for meaningful
dengue control.

This is the fundamental challenge in devel-
oping a dengue vaccine — a safe and effica-
cious vaccine must provide protective
immunity against all four serotypes; other-
wise, partial immunity (through a vaccine,
for instance) could lead to severe outcomes
if the person is subsequently exposed to
dengue naturally.

Dengue (DENV) infection can be caused

sia was the first country to approve Qdenga
in 2022, while Brazil has since incorporated
it into its national immunisation programme.
In India, Hyderabad-based Biological E has
entered into a partnership with Takeda for
local manufacturing of the vaccine.

For individuals under the age of 6 who
have never been exposed to dengue, some
evidence indicates a potential enhancement
of disease following DENV-3 and DENV-4
infection. This is particularly concerning as
DENV-3 has begun to re-emerge in several
Asian and South American countries.

Detailed studies examining Qdenga’s effi-
cacy reveal that it is promising yet nuanced.
Mathematical modelling studies demonstrate
that under moderate-to-high transmission set-
tings, vaccination of individuals over the age
of 6 could diminish dengue-related hospital-
isations by 10 to 22 percent over a 10-year
period. The vaccine is highly protective
against DENV-2 irrespective of prior expo-
sure to dengue, as its backbone is based on a
live-attenuated (weakened) DENV-2 strain.
It offers moderate protective immunity
against the other serotypes in individuals
who have previously been exposed to
dengue. However, for individuals under the
age of 6 who have never been exposed to
dengue, some evidence indicates a potential
enhancement of disease following DENV-3
and DENV-4 infection. This is particularly
concerning as DENV-3 has begun to re-
emerge in several Asian and South American
countries. Further, vaccine efficacy was
found to decline over time — from approxi-
mately 80 percent against symptomatic

presents. Dengvaxia is currently offered
only to individuals who have previously been
exposed to dengue, but Sanofi will likely
cease manufacturing owing to low vaccine
uptake.

India’s Panacea Biotec has developed the
country’s first indigenous dengue vaccine can-
didate — DengiAll — and, in partnership with
the Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), has launched Phase 111 clinical trials.

Brazil, which carries one of the largest
dengue burdens globally, recently approved
another dengue vaccine in November 2025:
Butantan-DV, developed by the Butantan In-
stitute, a Brazilian biologics research centre.
It is approved for individuals aged 12 to 59
and is the world’s first single-dose dengue
vaccine. Compared to Qdenga, Butantan-
DV’s single-dose regimen offers a practical
advantage, as adherence to a second dose re-
mains a challenge. Additionally, India’s
Panacea Biotec has developed the country’s
first indigenous dengue vaccine candidate —
DengiAll — and, in partnership with the In-
dian Council of Medical Research (ICMR),
has launched Phase 111 clinical trials.

Integrated Strategies

While the SEC approval of Qdenga in
India is a significant milestone in the
CDSCQO’s approval process, addressing the
global dengue burden requires an integrated
strategy. For instance, biological vector con-
trol methods such as the introduction of Wol-
bachia-infected mosquitoes, which suppress
dengue transmission, have been found to be
effective. Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes
pose little risk to humans or the environment
and have been observed to

by any of four genetically similar
but distinct types, or serotypes —
DENV-1, DENV-2, DENV-3, and
DENV-4. Infection can be asymp-
tomatic, result in dengue fever that
resolves on its own, or lead to more
severe outcomes such as dengue
haemorrhagic fever (DHF) or
dengue shock syndrome (DSS),
which require hospitalisation and
can sometimes be fatal. A second-
ary dengue infection with a differ-
ent serotype carries considerable
risk: pre-existing antibodies (from
a previous infection, for example)
facilitate viral entry and increase
disease severity instead of provid-
ing protection against the subse-
quent infection. This is the
fundamental challenge in develop-

—
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reduce the dengue burden in
Singapore. In addition, col-
laborative partnerships be-
tween India and the
European Union (EU) under
the COMBAT initiative will
employ tools such as artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) and ad-
) vanced  modelling  for
1 outbreak prediction, identifi-
cation of biomarkers for de-
termining clinical outcomes,
and strengthening the under-
standing of dengue infection.
Finally, the Serum Institute
of India (SI1) is conducting
Phase I11 clinical trials in-
volving a monoclonal anti-
body treatment and will

ing a dengue vaccine — a safe and
efficacious vaccine must provide protective
immunity against all four serotypes; other-
wise, partial immunity (through a vaccine,
for instance) could lead to severe outcomes
if the person is subsequently exposed to
dengue naturally.

Qdenga’s Promise

Japan’s Takeda has developed a tetravalent
vaccine — Qdenga (TAK-003) — that has
now received approval from India’s CDSCO
Subject Expert Committee. This approval is
subject to a post-marketing safety and effec-
tiveness study within six months of its intro-
duction in India, reflecting a cautious
regulatory approach. Qdenga comprises a
two-dose regimen given three months apart
and does not require prior exposure to the
dengue virus. It has been approved in 41
countries and almost 25 million doses have
been distributed. It is the WHO-recom-
mended dengue vaccine, with the organisa-
tion recommending its administration for
children aged 6 to 16 in high-burden regions.
The European Medicines Agency (EMA) and
the United Kingdom (UK) extend this rec-
ommendation to people aged 4 to 60. Indone-

dengue one year after the second dose to
about 45 percent by year three — underscor-
ing that vaccination alone is not a long-last-
ing solution. These findings reinforce the
notion that an ideal dengue vaccine offering
long-lasting protection against all four
serotypes, regardless of prior exposure, may
be difficult to achieve.

The Dengvaxia Episode

Scrutiny over dengue vaccines was high-
lighted by the experience with Dengvaxia —
the world’s first licensed dengue vaccine —
developed by Sanofi Pasteur. Post-market
surveillance of Dengvaxia revealed enhance-
ment of disease in individuals who had never
been exposed to dengue, increasing their
likelihood of hospitalisation upon subsequent
natural exposure. This finding emerged after
Dengvaxia had been licensed and approved
by several governments, including the
Philippines, where a large-scale immuni-
sation campaign — which included chil-
dren — was followed by reports of
hospitalisations. This underscores that
post-market surveillance is crucial, given
the immunological complexity that dengue

partner with the Drugs for
Neglected Diseases Initiative (DNDi) to ex-
tend trials to dengue-endemic countries.
Meanwhile, the antiviral drug mosnodenvir
— despite showing promise in a Phase 2a
trial — was discontinued by Johnson &
Johnson as part of the company’s reprioriti-
sation of its communicable disease portfolio.
Negotiations to identify an alternative devel-
oper to continue these efforts are underway.

The approval of Qdenga represents a sig-
nificant milestone in the battle against
dengue, but the disease’s complexity re-
mains. India will need to ensure that its roll-
out is carried out in a phased, evidence-based
manner — one that emphasises pharma-
covigilance, supports investment in domestic
manufacturing (including the development of
indigenous vaccine candidates), and pro-
motes other dengue control measures. The
Dengvaxia episode serves as a stark reminder
of dengue’s complexities and what can occur
when a vaccine is deployed faster than com-
prehensive pharmacovigilance studies allow.
A cautious rollout of Qdenga can ensure that
it translates into an effective public health
tool. (Courtesy: ORF)
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Pro-Trumn canoldate takes lead in Colombia's presidentia

BOGOTA, June 1: Bombastic pro-Trump
lawyer Aberaldo de la Espriella pulled ahead
as a leader in Colombia’s race for the presi-
dency in the first round of elections over the
weekend, capitalising on a growing appetite
for heavy-handed crackdowns on criminal
groups across Latin America.

But the second-place finisher, progressive
senator lvan Cepeda, and his ally President
Gustavo Petro questioned the results of the
election Sunday night without providing ev-
idence.

De la Espriella rapidly gained traction in
the lead up to Sunday’s election, winning
nearly 44 per cent of the vote, and surpassing
progressive senator Ivan Cepeda, who had
consistently led polling throughout the cam-
paign and won less than 41 per cent of the
vote.

The two are slated to continue on to a run-
off election on June 21, where de la Espriella
is expected to scoop up additional votes
from Colombians who supported other con-
servative candidates in the first round.

Cepeda will face an uphill battle in the
runoff, said Sergio Guzman, a Colombian
political analyst. “Abelardo de la Espriella
won the first round. In other words, that’s a
shift in public opinion that is very difficult
to overcome. So now Abelardo is emerging
as the likely favourite to win.”

Joining a political shift in the Americas

De la Espriella, known as “El Tigre” or
“The Tiger,” has never held office in Colom-
bia and prided himself on living a luxurious
life in Italy before becoming deciding to run
for president.

He pitched himself as an outsider who

Badnewskeepscoming -
forKeir Starmer

LONDON, June 1: His poll ratings
are dismal and rivals are eyeing his

would cozy up to President Donald Trump
and follow El Salvador President Nayib
Bukele’s war on gangs, which has driven
down homicide rates but fuelled accusations
of human rights abuses.

“I will wipe out narcoterrorism and those
who I’ve declared a military target like cock-
roaches, like rats. I will unleash upon them
the wrath of God never seen before,” De la
Espriella said in an interview with The As-
sociated Press in the final stretch of the cam-
paign, where he promised to open 10
mega-prisons to fight crime.

He joins a growing number of leaders
across Latin America — from Chile to Hon-
duras — seeking to latch onto the “Bukele
model” as voters across Latin America are
increasingly ditching leaders that pitched
progressive policies aimed at addressing the
root issues of conflict, such as lack of oppor-
tunities for young people and corruption.

De la Espriella’s supporters come from a

wide range of backgrounds. Yolanda Perez,
a 64-year-old women serving coffee in the
downtown of Colombia’s capital of Bogota
who smoked a cigarette and said with a wink
the day before the election: “I’m thinking of
voting for El Tigre.”

Miguel Maheca, a 20-year-old first time
voter flashed a paper showing that he voted
to his mom while he strolled out of the vot-
ing station on Sunday, saying with a grin,
“Love isn’t what’s going to make us safe in
Colombia.”

But experts say El Salvador’s security
successes will be nearly impossible to repli-
cate in a place like Colombia, which is more
than 50 times larger than the Central Amer-
ican nation and has many more armed
groups warring for territory.

The polarised vote comes as the Trump
administration is playing a more aggressive
role in Latin America than any US govern-
ment in decades, placing mounting pressure
on countries like Colombia, Mexico, and
Ecuador to crack down on crime.

De la Espriella, 47, made a name for him-
self as a lawyer defending high-profile
clients such as former President Alvaro
Uribe (2002-2010), as well as controversial
figures like Alex Saab, a close ally of
Venezuela’s ousted president Nicolas
Maduro who faces legal issues in the US and
whom he stopped representing about seven
years ago.

Ablow to Cepeda

De la Espriella’s rise as a presidential can-
didate spells trouble for progressive Cepeda,
who consistently led polls in the lead up to
Sunday’s election, though his competitor

quickly gained speed in the weeks ahead of
the vote.

Cepeda is a progressive senator who has
promised to carry on his ally Petro’s fraught
plan to achieve “total peace” by negotiating
peace pacts with guerrillas and criminal
gangs.

Their political movement was born from
a fierce rejection by many Colombians of a
militarised offensive by Uribe in decades
past used to beat back the guerrillas of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia,
or FARC, which ended in thousands of civil-
ians being killed by Colombian forces in a
scandal known as “false positives.”

Mr. De la Espriella “represents a return to
the paramilitary politics and drug-traffick-
ing, — a mafia-run, plutocratic, and corrupt
past that the country experienced during Al-
varo Uribe’s two administrations,” Cepeda
said on Sunday.

Petro, a former rebel, won Colombia’s
presidency in 2022 in a historic election that
ended decades of right-wing domination by
leaders from Uribe’s political movement. He
gained massive support from rural-dwelling,
indigenous and poorer Colombians who felt
they had never been directly spoken to by
Colombian leaders.

Now, that movement is backed into a corner.

“This is De la Espriella’s election to lose,”
wrote Renata Segura, director of Interna-
tional Crisis Group’s Latin America and the
Caribbean Program. “Cepeda thought he
could win appealing squarely to the left, and
that proved to be a massive mistake. How he
pivots in the next month will determine if he
has any chance to win.” (AP)

rench Navy, backed by UK, intercepted

job. Now British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer faces more embarrass-
ment on Monday with the publica-
tion of hundreds of pages of files
about former UK ambassador to
Washington Peter Mandelson, a
friend of convicted sex offender Jef-
frey Epstein.

The government is expected to
comply with a demand by lawmak-
ers to release documents related to
Mandelson’s appointment to, and
conduct in, the UK’s most impor-
tant diplomatic post.

Mandelson was fired after nine
months, and fallout from the mis-
judged appointment has left
Starmer fighting for his job.

A first trove of files published in
March revealed ministers had been
warned that Mandelson’s friendship
with Epstein exposed the govern-
ment to “reputational risk.”

It later was disclosed that Man-
delson had been approved for the
ambassador’s job despite failing se-
curity checks, a revelation that
sparked bitter blame-trading be-
tween Starmer and senior civil ser-
vants who oversaw the security
vetting.

The files being released Monday
could run to more than 1,000 pages
and are expected to include emails
and text messages between Mandel-
son and government ministers and
advisers.

Police have asked for some doc-
uments to be withheld because they
form part of a criminal investigation
into Mandelson for alleged miscon-
duct in public office.

Mandelson, 72, was briefly ar-
rested in February by detectives in-
vestigating allegations he passed
sensitive government information
to Epstein when he was a minister
in the British government a decade
and a half ago. He has been released
without bail conditions as the police
investigation continues.

Health Secretary James Murray
said Monday that the release
marked an “unprecedented” level of
transparency from the government

“It’s right we do that. We have
been very clear that the appointment
of Mandelson was wrong,” he told
Sky News. Conservative lawmaker
Alex Burghart said any attempt to
withhold or redact more documents
than those requested by police “will
be viewed by the House as a con-
tempt of Parliament, and as a cover-
up by the British public.” (AP)

PARIS, June 1: The French Navy, with support
from the United Kingdom, has intercepted an
oil tanker under international sanctions that was
travelling from Russia, the most recent effort by
nations that support Ukraine to target Russian
oil exports helping to finance President
Vladimir Putin’s war.

French President Emmanuel Macron an-
nounced the interception in a post Monday on
X, saying the Tagor was boarded on Sunday in
the Atlantic.

The post included a video showing a person
rappelling from a helicopter onto a ship. It is the
latest in a series of French naval interceptions
of tankers suspected of links to Russia.

“It is unacceptable that boats skirt interna-
tional sanctions, violate the law of the sea and
finance the war that Russia has been waging for
more than 4 years against Ukraine,” Macron
wrote.

“These ships, that don’t respect the most el-
ementary rules of maritime navigation, are also
a threat to the environment and everyone’s se-
curity.”

Oil revenue is a key part of Russia’s econ-
omy, allowing Putin to pour money into the war

effort against Ukraine without worsening infla-
tion for everyday people and avoiding a cur-
rency collapse.

Russia is believed to be using a fleet of hun-
dreds of ships to evade international sanctions

sanctioned tanker from Russia: Macron

imposed over the war. France and other coun-
tries have vowed to crack down on the sanction-
busting so-called “shadow fleet.”

Responding to the latest French interception,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Mon-
day that Russia “considers such actions illegal.”

“They border on piracy,” he said Monday.
“We absolutely disagree that they are being car-
ried out in full compliance with international
law.”

French maritime authorities said the tanker
was intercepted more than 400 nautical miles
west of France, in international waters in the At-
lantic. It was travelling from the northwestern
Russian port of Murmansk, according to the au-
thorities’ statement.

It said the tanker is suspected of operating
under a false flag and that the French navy is
now escorting it to an anchorage for more
checks.

Tankers previously intercepted by France in-
clude the Deyna, boarded in the Mediterranean
Sea in March. Another tanker, the Grinch, in-
tercepted in the Mediterranean in January, was
released in February after paying a multimil-
lion-euro penalty. (AP)

acewitpromisgofcrimecrackdonn - Rescuers dig for bodles after

massive mining explosives blast
In Myanmar kil at least 38

e

BANGKOK, June 1: More than a
dozen rescue and charity groups
used excavation machinery on
Monday to recover bodies follow-
ing a massive blast from stored
mining explosives in northeastern
Myanmar.

The explosion occurred Sunday
at noon in Kaungtup village,
Namhkam township in Shan State
near the Chinese border.

Initial reports had suggested
there were at least 45 deaths, but
local rescue volunteers now put the
number of dead at 38-40. Deter-
mining the exact death toll has
been complicated because several
bodies were blown apart by the
force of the explosion.

Many of Myanmar’s resource-
rich areas, where most mining op-
erations have been largely
unregulated, are controlled by dif-
ferent armed militias engaged in
sporadic fighting against the cen-
tral government to seek greater au-
tonomy. Accidents, such as deadly
landslides, are fairly common.

The Ta’ang National Liberation
Army, or TNLA, an ethnic armed
group that controls the Namhkam
area, said Sunday’s blast involved
gelignite used in local mining and
stone quarrying. Although gelig-
nite is commonly used, it becomes
highly unstable over time if stored
poorly.

Residents of the 200-household
village reported that they were
never told explosives were being
kept there. An investigation into
the specific cause of the explosion
is underway, the TNLA said.

The incident has cast a spotlight
on Myanmar’s lucrative but largely
unregulated mineral industry and
Chinese investment in the coun-
try’s extractive industries.

sociated Press on Monday that
mines producing raw materials for
silicon metal — a key industrial
substance used in semiconductors,
solar panels, and aluminum alloys
— are located in mountainous
areas about 15 kilometres south-
west of Namhkam town.

The residents, who spoke on
condition of anonymity to protect
their safety, said the mines are op-
erated jointly by the TNLA and
Chinese businessmen and are inac-
cessible to most residents. The
claim couldn’t be independently
verified by the AP.

Myanmar’s mining industry is a
major global provider of rare earth
elements, copper, tin, and precious
gems, especially jade and rubies,
and is the main supplier to China,
where the extracted materials are
processed and refined.

China maintains a complex role
as a top ally to Myanmar’s mili-
tary-backed government while also
fostering relations with the ethnic
minority groups.

Chinese  Foreign  Ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian in Beijing
expressed deep condolences and
confirmed that a Chinese national
injured in the blast is receiving
medical treatment. Beijing has
pledged assistance in handling the
aftermath.

The TNLA, part of the Three
Brotherhood Alliance, seized con-
trol of the Namhkam area in late
2023 during a major offensive
against the military government.

This conflict is part of the
broader turmoil following the Feb-
ruary 2021 military coup, which
ousted the elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi and triggered
widespread armed resistance. (AP)

US bombs Iranian military sites,
Kuwait hit by drone, missile fire

DUBAI, June 1: The United States said Monday that it bombed radar and
drone sites in Iran after Tehran shot down an American drone over the
weekend. Iran then said it launched a strike of its own, and Kuwait reported
incoming fire.

The nominal ceasefire between Iran and the US has been repeatedly
tested with such back-and-forth attacks, even as officials from both coun-
tries try to negotiate an end to the war.

It’s not clear how close they are to a deal — and there is always the risk
that an attack could derail those talks.

In the meantime, Iran has maintained its chokehold on the Strait of Hor-
muz, disrupting global energy supplies and driving up the price of fuel
around the world, with far-reaching consequences.

Fighting has also escalated between Israel and the Lebanese militant
group Hezbollah, despite their nominal ceasefire. Israel has extended its
occupation deep into Lebanon, and Hezbollah — which joined the war in
support of its main backer, Iran — continues to launch drones into Israel.
The US military’s Central Command said it carried out the strikes in Iran
on Saturday and Sunday around the city of Geruk and on Qeshm Island.

“The measured and deliberate strikes occurred ... in response to aggres-
sive Iranian actions that included the shootdown of a US MQ-1 drone that
was operating over international waters,” Central Command said.

“US fighter aircraft swiftly responded by eliminating Iranian air de-
fences, a ground control station, and two one-way attack drones that posed
clear threats to ships transiting regional waters.”

Kuwait said its air defences opened fire early Monday morning to inter-
cept incoming drone and missile fire.

Around the same time, Iran’s paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said it
responded to an American attack without saying where, likely referring to
the attack on Kuwait. In a statement carried by the state-run IRNA news
agency, the Guard said that US forces had targeted a telecommunications
tower. (AP)

Confirmed Ebola cases in Congo reach

282 as survivors describe tr

BUNIA (CONGO), June 1: At least 282 con-
firmed cases of Ebola have now been reported
in Congo’s ongoing outbreak, the central
African nation said late Sunday, as patients who
recovered from the disease spoke of their inde-
scribable joy in interviews with The Associated
Press. The outbreak remains focused in Congo’s
eastern Ituri province, where 264 of the cases
have been recorded, Congo’s Ministry of Health
said. Congo has reported over 1,000 suspected
cases with the Bundibugyo virus, the current
species of Ebola, which has no approved treat-
ment or vaccine.

According to the health ministry, the main
challenges in containing the outbreak include
early detection and rapid isolation of cases, rig-
orous contact tracing, safe and dignified burials
and strengthening infection prevention and con-
trol in health facilities.

The contact tracing coverage rate so far is
45% with 220 suspected cases under investiga-
tion, the ministry said.

Meanwhile, some of the five people who
have so far recovered from the disease spoke of
their relief in interviews with The Associated
Press.

Baraka Bulambulu, a nurse, said he was over-
joyed after the last two Ebola tests on him re-
turned negative.

Bulambulu was among those presented cer-
tificates of recovery by the World Health Or-
ganisation Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus as he opened a new Ebola treat-
ment centre in Bunia, the capital of Ituri
province, on Sunday.

“The first one came back positive, but the
second and third were negative for me,” Bulam-
bulu said with a wide grin. “Coming out of this
ilness alive is an indescribable joy.”

Ezo Etienne, another nurse who recovered
from the disease, said he first started feeling
dizzy during ward rounds at the hospital as he
checked on patients.

elr recoveries

“That was how it started,” he recalled. “I
called the team and told them, ‘Something’s
wrong here.” | checked my blood pressure and
saw that | was immediately experiencing hy-
potension (low blood pressure). | decided to rest
for a bit, and a few minutes later | started vom-
iting.” The WHO has said all five survivors are
health workers — four nurses and a laboratory
worker — a group most affected in the out-
break.

Treatments so far have mostly targeted pa-
tients’ symptoms, the organisation has said.

“Your courage gives hope and your living
story, that this outbreak can be stopped,” Tedros
told the health workers on Sunday.

Neighbouring Uganda has also reported nine
cases of Ebola and closed its border with Congo
seeking to limit its spread.

Although more than 20 Ebola outbreaks have
taken place in Congo and Uganda, the Bundibu-
gyo virus has been rare. The lack of approved
vaccines and treatments, as well as the remote
locations and armed violence in hot spots, have
made the current response challenging.

Despite the challenges, the recoveries are
“a victory worth celebrating,” said Dr
Dieudonne Mwamba Kazadi, the director-
general of Congo’s National Institute of Pub-
lic Health. (AP)

Bangladesh, Cyprus in fray for President of 81t UNGA session

UNITED NATIONS,

June

1: former German foreign minister An-

South, | carry the aspirations of develop-

tified five priority areas: “Strengthening

Bangladesh and Cyprus will face off this
week in a closely-watched election for
the President of the 81st session of the
UN General Assembly.

Bangladesh Foreign Minister Khalilur
Rahman and Cyprus’ Special Envoy for
Multilateralism Ambassador Andreas
Kakouris are vying to lead the 193-mem-
ber General Assembly during its 81st ses-
sion, which begins in September.

The General Assembly, the chief delib-
erative, policy-making and representative
organ of the United Nations, will vote on
June 2 to elect its next president for a
one-year term.

In line with the established regional ro-
tation, the President of the 81st session
will be elected from the Asia-Pacific
Group.

The election will be held a day before
the 193-member Assembly elects five
new non-permanent members to the 15-
nation UN Security Council for the 2027-
28 term.

The successful candidate will succeed
current General Assembly President and

nalena Baerbock, who is only the fifth
woman to hold the post in the UN’s 80-
year history.

Rahman was sworn in as Bangladesh’s
Foreign Minister in February this year.
Earlier, he served as National Security
Adviser and High Representative for the
Rohingya issue in Bangladesh’s interim
government led by Muhammad Yunus.

Kakouris brings more than four
decades of diplomatic and administrative
experience in multilateral and bilateral
diplomacy. He has served as Cyprus’
Ambassador and High Commissioner to
the United States, among other senior
diplomatic assignments.

He is currently Special Envoy for Mul-
tilateralism in the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and most recently served as
Permanent Secretary/State Secretary of
the ministry.

The election comes amid raging global
conflicts, a deeply polarised UN Security
Council failing to fulfil its mandate of
maintaining international peace and se-
curity, and heightened scrutiny of the ef-

! = cd
fectiveness of the United Nations amid
mounting financial constraints.

The world body has also begun the
process of selecting its next Secretary-
General as the tenure of incumbent UN
chief Antonio Guterres is due to conclude
at the end of next year.

In his vision statement, Rahman out-

lined six priority areas for his presidency:
“Silence the Guns, Amplify the \Voices”,
“No One Left Behind, No Country Left
Out”, “Our Planet, Our Pact”, “Rights
and Protection -- Freedom from Fear and
Want”, “Innovation with Inclusion”, and
“We the Peoples -- Reimagined”.

“As a candidate from the Global

ing countries, but as president, | will be
everyone’s president -- acting without
fear or favour and serving the interests of
the entire membership,” he said.

Rahman said the 81st session would
feature several “milestone events that
will test our collective resolve”, from ad-
dressing the existential threats of sea-
level rise, pandemic preparedness, to the
right to development and nuclear disar-
mament.

“If elected President of the General As-
sembly, I will dedicate myself to rebuild-
ing trust, nurturing consensus, and
opening space for good faith negotiations
that will lead to outcomes for all that are
owned by all,” he said.

If elected, Rahman would be the sec-
ond person from Bangladesh, after Hu-
mayun Rasheed Choudhury, to head the
UN General Assembly. Bangladeshi
diplomat and former Parliament speaker
Choudhury had served as President of the
41st session of the UN General Assembly
in 1986.

Kakouris, in his vision statement, iden-

the Assembly’s Capacity to Deliver:
From Commitment to Implementation”,
“Peace and Security: Protecting People,
Preventing Crises”, “Development and
Resilience: Climate, Oceans and Disaster
Preparedness”, “Enablers for the Future:
Finance, Technology and Cooperation”,
and “Governance, Inclusion and Ac-
countability”.

“As President of the 81st Session of
the General Assembly, | will work to
strengthen the Assembly’s capacity to de-
liver through dialogue, inclusion and
practical cooperation, so that our com-
mon home remains credible, effective
and responsive to the needs of our peo-
ples,” he said.

Kakouris said he would focus on agen-
das with measurable outcomes and cred-
ible implementation plans, particularly at
a time when the UN system is preparing
for a transition to a new Secretary-Gen-
eral.

If elected, Kakouris would become the
first Cypriot to head the UN General As-
sembly. (PTI)
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EC reviews progress of SIR |
BLOs to assist voters |r

GANGTOK, June 1: The Elec-
tion Commission on Monday re-
viewed the progress of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in Sikkim, a statement
said.

EC Director Shubhra Saxena as-
sessed the status of Enumeration
Form distribution, elector verifica-
tion and other activities during a
meeting held at the Office of the
Chief Electoral Officer in Gang-
tok.

Emphasising the importance of
maintaining accurate and inclusive
electoral rolls, she directed offi-
cials to ensure that all eligible vot-
ers are covered during the revision
exercise.

Saxena, who is on a visit to the

Over 6K govt officials
to conduct Census
2027 1n Nagaland

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, June 1: More than
6,000 government officials will be
engaged in the conduct of Census
2027 in Nagaland.

The census will be carried out in
two phases. The first phase of
house-listing operations will pro-
vide citizens an opportunity to enu-
merate their households through
online self-enumeration facility
from June 16 to June 30.

This will be followed by verifica-
tion of the self-enumerated data and
enumeration of households. The sec-
ond phase, scheduled for February
2027, will involve the population
enumeration, during which popula-
tion data will be collected across the
state. The directorate of census oper-
ations, Nagaland, has appealed to all
citizens to actively participate and
extend their full cooperation in en-
suring the successful conduct of
Census 2027. Nagaland has com-
pleted the training of field trainers
for all 17 districts as part of the
preparations for the Census of India
2027. A total of 130 field trainers
from across the state underwent a
three-day residential training pro-
gramme, conducted in four
batches.

The trained field trainers will
subsequently impart training to
census supervisors and enumera-
tors during June 2026 across Naga-
land, covering 157 sub-districts,
municipalities, and towns.

The training programmes, held
between May 20 and May 29, wit-
nessed 100% participation and
were successfully organised under
the DCs of Dimapur,
Mokokchung, Kohima, and Phek.

state till June 4 stressed that Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) must ac-
tively assist electors in filling up
Enumeration Forms and uploading
the required information through

the ECINET portal.

The review meeting also dis-
cussed the verification and map-
ping of electors whose records
may not be readily traceable in ear-

fllllng up form

lier electoral rolls.

Officials were advised to adopt
appropriate verification proce-
dures and make effective use of
available records to ensure accu-
rate identification and enrolment
of eligible electors, the statement
said.

Saxena underscored the need for
meticulous field-level verification
and strict adherence to timelines
prescribed by the EC for the suc-
cessful completion of the SIR.

The meeting was attended by
CEO Raj Kumar Yadav, District
Election Officers and Booth Level
Officers. The enumeration phase
of the exercise commenced on Sat-
urday and will continue till June
28. (PTI)

Arunachal govt launches 5t edition of
entrepreneurship development programme

ITANAGAR, June 1: Arunachal Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu on Monday announced the launch
of the fifth edition of the entrepreneurship develop-
ment programme for 2026-27, aimed at strengthening
the state’s startup ecosystem by providing seed fund-
ing support and nurturing promising ideas.

Khandu said the Arunachal Pradesh Entrepreneur-
ship Development Programme (APEDP) 5.0 seeks to
create employment opportunities and boost the local
economy through innovation and enterprise develop-

ment.

“The Arunachal Pradesh Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Programme (APEDP) 5.0 (2026-27) has been
launched to support and nurture the startup ecosystem

of our state.

“With seed funding support for 100 innovative
startups, including substantial assistance for the top-
performing ventures, this initiative aims to transform
ideas into successful enterprises, generate employ-
ment, and strengthen our local economy,” the CM said

Fighting for rights of unemployed youth,
urge them to join our movement: TYCC

AGARTALA, June 1: The Tripura Youth Congress Committee (TYCC) on Monday said
it has been fighting for the rights of the unemployed youth to push the state government

before July 20”.

in a post on X. Khandu urged the youth, entrepreneurs,
self-help groups, professionals and innovators “to
seize this opportunity and submit their applications

The chief minister asserted that the initiative re-
flects the government’s commitment to fostering in-
novation, encouraging self-employment and building
a vibrant startup ecosystem capable of generating jobs
and contributing to Arunachal Pradesh’s long-term
economic development

Officials said the top 20 startups will receive finan-

cial assistance of Rs 10 lakh each, while the remaining
80 will be provided Rs 8 lakh each to help scale their
ventures and accelerate business growth.

The programme will focus on key areas, including

to fill vacant posts in different departments.

Addressing a press conference here, TYCC president Neel Kamal Saha claimed that the
issue of unemployment and job crisis has reached a critical stage in the state, “where TET
(teacher eligibility test) qualified candidates are not sure about getting government jobs”.

“The TYCC has been fighting for the rights of the unemployed and the Gen Z to compel
the government to fill vacant posts in various departments. We urge the unemployed youth
and the Gen Z to join our movement to get their problems addressed,” he said.

“Among government departments, the education department offers the largest number
of employment opportunities in the state. However, although nearly 15,000 teachers have
retired over the past seven-eight years, those vacancies have not been filled and many posts
are being abolished,” Saha claimed.

Saha said according to a NITI Aayog report, the northeastern state currently has “340

single-teacher schools” with an enrolment of 6,492 students.

“The NITI Aayog document warns that multi-grade classrooms without adequate in-
structional support adversely affect learning outcomes and place excessive pressure on

teachers,” he said.

“We want jobs for the youth and the Gen Z instead of drugs, which have already de-
stroyed at least two generations of the state,” the TYCC chief asserted. (PTI)

entrepreneurship development, pre-incubation and in-
cubation support, livelihood acceleration and seed
funding assistance, creating a “comprehensive support
system” for startups at different stages of develop-
ment, they said. (PTI)

SASCI CM Lalduhoma

AIZAWL, June 1: Mizoram
Chief Minister Lalduhoma on
Monday said the state government
is eligible to receive Rs 650 crore
under the Special Assistance to
States for Capital Investment pro-
gramme for the current financial
year.

Addressing a meeting-cum-
workshop on SASCI and Real-
time System of Integrated Quick
Transfers (SNA SPARSH) in
Aizawl, Lalduhoma, who also
holds the finance portfolio, said
technological advancements have
transformed the way central funds
are received and managed, making
financial administration more effi-
cient and transparent.

He said since SNA SPARSH has
become the principal platform
through which the state receives
and manages a significant portion
of its funds, it is essential that all
departments have a clear under-
standing of its operation to ensure
smoother  implementation  of
schemes.

During the event, Lalduhoma
said the state had received an in-
centive of Rs 350 crore under
SASCI Part 9 for efficiency in fi-
nancial management due to its
strong performance and coordi-
nated efforts during the previous
year.

He said the state government is
determined to secure all reform-
linked incentives available under
various SASCI components during
the current financial year as well.

To facilitate this objective, the
government has delegated finan-
cial powers to all administrative
heads under the Charter of Finan-
cial Advisers to streamline and ex-
pedite the issuance of
administrative approvals and ex-
penditure sanctions, he said.

The CM emphasised the impor-
tance of timely fund utilisation,
stating that departments must
promptly utilise funds once sanc-
tions are received and ensure SNA
SPARSH accounts are closed with-
out delay. (PTI)

in Sikkim. asks Mizoram eligible to receive  MukeshSingh
s 1650 crore Incentive under

assumes charge
as Manipur DGP

IMPHAL, June 1: IPS officer
Mukesh Singh on Monday as-
sumed charge of the Manipur di-
rector general of police, an official
statement said.

Singh was accorded a guard of
honour by Manipur Police at its
headquarters at Mantripukhri in
Imphal East district. He replaced
Rajiv Singh, a 1993-batch Tripura-
cadre IPS officer, who took charge
of the Manipur Police chief at the
height of ethnic conflict in June
2023.

Following his completion of
tenure in the state, Rajiv Singh was
transferred as the secretary (secu-
rity) in the cabinet secretariat in
New Delhi.

“Following the ceremonial re-
ception, the new DGP held a brief
introductory meeting with senior
police officers and discussed key
policing priorities. He emphasised
the importance of professionalism,
upholding the Constitution of India
and the Rule of Law, coordination
with sister agencies, and impartial-
ity and neutrality in the discharge
of duties to the public,” the state-
ment said.

Mukesh Singh, a 1996-batch IPS
officer, had previously served as
the police chief in Ladakh. He ar-
rived in Imphal on Saturday. The
Centre had recently cleared the ap-
pointment of Singh on inter-cadre
deputation from the AGMUT
(Arunachal Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram-
Union Territories) to the Manipur
cadre for a tenure of three years.

The order was issued by the De-
partment of Personnel and Training
(DoPT) under the Ministry of Per-
sonnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions. (PTI)

GOVT. OF ASSAM

DIRECTORATE-CUM-ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
PWD, (R&B),HILLS, ASSAM,DIPHU.

NO.ACEH/E(G)/ 10/2025-26/31,
:::Notic

Dated Diphu, the 01 June '2026.

It is hereby informed to all concerned candidates that the written examination’s result of different
category of Grade-lll posts of PWD under KAAC, Diphu which was conducted on 28/09/2025 against the
advertisement Vide No. ACEH/E(G)/10/2025-26/06, Dated 01/07/2025 for filling up of Grade-lll and Grade-lV
Posts is hereby declared. Consequently, the Viva-Voce interview and Computer test shall be held at the Office of
the Directorate-Cum-Additional Chief Engineer ,PWD(R&B),Hills, Assam, Diphu as per schedule given below:-

NAME OF POST: LOWER DIVISION ASSISTANT (Jr. Asst.)

Meghalaya records progress in child nutrition

SHILLONG, June 1: Meghalaya has
reported encouraging progress in child
nutrition, with the National Family
Health Survey-6 recording a decline in
stunting among children under five from
46.5 per cent in NFHS-5 to 36.8 per cent
in NFHS-6. The improvement reflects
sustained efforts by the government,
frontline workers and communities to
strengthen maternal and child health and
nutrition across the state.

NFHS-6 also pointed to strong breast-
feeding indicators. “The survey also
highlights encouraging breastfeeding
practices, with 76.4 per cent of children
breastfed within one hour of birth and
97.1 per cent of infants under six months
currently breastfeeding,” an official
statement said. Officials attributed the

gains to “a coordinated effort involving
government departments, frontline
workers, local institutions and commu-
nities working together to address mal-
nutrition and improve health outcomes
for mothers and children.”

“Despite persistent challenges such as
geographic isolation, difficult terrain and
limited access to health services in re-
mote areas, Meghalaya has steadily
strengthened its nutrition ecosystem
through integrated multi-sectoral pro-
grammes and community-based inter-
ventions,” the statement said.

Frontline workers have been key to
the shift. “Accredited Social Health Ac-
tivists (ASHAs), Anganwadi Workers
and Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANMS),
have played a pivotal role in this effort,

serving as the vital link between govern-
ment services and communities,” it
noted. The state has focused on early de-
tection of malnutrition through “regular
Village Health and Nutrition Days
(VHNDs)”
“Children identified with Severe Acute
Malnutrition (SAM) and Moderate
Acute Malnutrition (MAM) are referred
to Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres for
appropriate care and support.”

Home-based interventions are also in
place. “Additional support is provided
through Home-Based Newborn Care
(HBNC) and Home-Based Young Child
Care (HBYC), enabling vulnerable chil-
dren and their families to receive contin-
ued counselling and monitoring directly
at home.” (NNN)

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT COMMISSIONER:: WEST KARBI ANGLONG:: HAMREN

No.DDMA.1/Pt/2025/160

Re-Tender Notice

Notice for quotation is sealed cover affixing court fee stamp Rs. 8.25 (Rupees Eight & Twenty

(Email:: wkaddma @gmail.com)

Five Paise) only is hereby invited from registered Govt. Manufactures/Distributors/Suppliers / reputed
firms / individuals etc. of Assam for the supply of items in connection with relief and rehabilitation
operation during any kind of disaster. The rate should be quoted for each items separately inclusive of
GST & others taxes and supply order shall only be given as and when situation demands. The intending
quotationer must submit sample along with rate quoted during office hours before 3:00 PM on
9/06/2026 addressing to the District Commissioner cum Chairperson, DDMA, West Karbi Anglong,
Hamren.

Revised Security deposit amount is Rs, 5000.00 (Rupees five thousand only).

For details, intending quotationer may visit o/o the District Commissioner, West Karbi Anglong.
Hamren during office hours.

Sd/-
District Commissioner cum Chairperson,
District Disaster Management Authority,
West Karbi Anglong, Hamren

TABLE No.1 Date: 11/06/2026 Time:10:00 AM to 5:00 PM

0021 | 0022 | o024 | 0052 | 0075 | 0079 | 0095 | 0135 | 0136 | 0141 | 0143 | 0148 | 0149 | 0152 | 0155

0156 | 0163 | 0173 | 0174 | 0184 | 0214 | 0217 | 0232 | 0237 | 0240 | 0243 | 0256 | 0259 | 0274 | 0283

0292 | 0322 | 0323 | 0340 | 0359 | 0362 | 0376 | 0383 | 0385 | 0387 | 0389 | 0396 | 0401 | 0403 | 0404

0422 | 0430 | 0435 | 0446

TABLE No. 2 Date: 11/06/2026 Time:10:00 AM to 5:00 PM

0471 | 0473 [ 0474 | 0475 | 0495 | 0498 | 0509 | 0510 | 0518 | 0520 | 0522 | 0523 | 0525 | 0548 | 0571

0585 | 0586 | 0594 | 0601 | 0606 | 0622 | 0626 | 0635 | 0641 | 0648 | 0649 | 0655 | 0665 | 0673 | 0705
for growth monitoring. 0728 | 0737 | 0781 | 0805 | 0806 | 0819 | 0843 | 0856 | 0874 | 0882 | 0891 | 0901 | ogo8 | 0924 | 0925

0936 | 0977

NAME OF POST: SECTION ASSISTANT (S.A.)

TABLE No. 1 Date: 12/06/2026 Time:10:00 AM to 5:00 PM

0018 | 0026 | 0031 | 0033 | 0034 | 0035 | 0037 | 0038 | 0044 | ooas | ooas | 0047 | 0053 | 0055 | 0057

0060 | 0062 | 0063 | 0071 | 0073 | 0osa | 0089 | oogo | 0099 | o101 | o104 | 0105 | 0106 | 0109 | 0113

0121 | 0122 [ 0123 | 0131 | 0133 | 0138 | 0139 | o140 | 0142 | 0147 | 0149 | 0151 | 0156 | 0157 | 0159

0172 | 0187 [ 0190 | 0201 | 0211 | 0214 | 0236 | 0241 | 0243 | 0244 | 0245 | 0249 | 0255 | 0256 | 0257

0258 | 0260 | 0261 | 0262 | 0265 | 0266 | 0267 | 0273 | 0282 | 0289 | 0290 | 0292 | 0293 | 0294 | 0295

0296

TABLE No. 2 Date: 12/06/2026 Time:10:00 AM to 5:00 PM

0208 | 0300 [ 0306 | 0307 [ 0308 [ 0321 [ 0322 | 0324 | 0326 | 0329 [ 0333 | 0335 | 0336 | 0341 [ 0348

0350 [ 0356 | 0365 | 0366 | 0367 | 0370 | 0373 | 0376 | 0377 [ 0382 | 0392 | 0393 | 0397 | 0402 | 0403

0414 | 0416 | 0424 | 0426 | 0427 | 0429 | 0430 | 0436 | 0437 | 0443 | 0453 | 0458 | 0462 | 0463 | 0464

0469 | 0473 | 0477 | 0479 | 0ass | oags | 0491 | 0493 | 0494 | 0504 | 0508 | 0509 | 0510 | 0512 | 0513

Dated-30-05-2026. 0515 | 0519 | 0520 | 0531 | 0532 | 0544 | 0547 | 0562 | 0573 | 0586 | 0587 | 0597 | 0611 | o612 | 0615

0617

TABLE No. 3 Date: 12/06/2026 Time:10:00 AM to 5:00 PM

0619 | 0623 | 0626 | 0631 [ 0638 | 0641 | 0647 | 0650 | 0651 | 0656 | 0661 | 0664 | 0675 | 0679 | 0681

0683 | 0684 | 0683 | 0692 | 0703 | 0705 | 0708 | 0710 | 0717 | 0725 | 0737 | 0742 | 0744 | 0749 | 0752

0755 | 0756 | 0757 | 0763 | 0785 | 0786 | 0787 | 0790 | 0795 | 0797 | 0802 | 0805 | 0816 | 0822 | 0835

0840 | 0841 | 0845 | 0846 | 0848 | 0849 | 0864 | 0870 | 0871 | 0875 | 0876 | 0878 | 0885 | 0sas | 0895

0902 | 0907 | 0908 | 0909 | 0920 | 0922 | 0928 | 0929 | 0935 | 0942 | 0969 | 0970 | 0986 | 0987 | 0988

0993 | 0999 [ 1000

Further, the Viva-Voce interview for Grade-1V Peon post shall be held from 15/06/2026, 16/06/2026 and
17/06/2026, the post of Chowkidar will be held on 18/06/2026 and for the post of Roller Handyman shall be
held on 19/06/2026 from 10:00 AM to 05:00 PM at the office of the Directorate-Cum-Additional Chief Engineer
PWD (R&BJHills, Assam, Diphu. All Eligible candidates applied for the post of Peon, Chowkidar and Handyman
may collect their Admit cards / Calling letter from the office of the undersigned from 08/06/2026 to 12/06/2026
during office hours.

No separate calling letter shall be issued for the Viva-Voce in Grade-lll post of Lower Division Assistant
{Jr.Asst.) and Section Assistant (S.A.). Candidates are also directed to bring all original testimonials, Admit cards of
written examination and valid identification proof for verification.

Sd/-
Director-Cum-Addl. Chief Engineer,
PWD(R&B),Hills, Assam, Diphu.

Memo No.ACEH/E(G)/10/2025-26/31 -A, Dated Diphu, the 01 June "2026.
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BJP attacks Kapil Sibal over
‘ashamed to I|ve In Indla remark

‘BJIP not seeking revenge against TMC’

CID notice to Abhishek over

2 MLAS’ complaint: Suvendu

KOLKATA, June 1: Asserting
that the BJP government was not
seeking revenge against the TMC,
West Bengal Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari on Monday said the
CID sent a notice to MP Abhishek
Banerjee following a complaint by
two of his own party’s MLAs.

He said two TMC MLAs -- Ri-
tabrata Bandopadhyay and Sandi-
pan Saha -- complained to the
Assembly Secretariat that their sig-
natures in the party’s resolution for
appointing Sobhandeb Chattopad-
hyay as the leader of opposition
were forged. Immediately after the
CM’s press conference, the Tri-
namool Congress expelled the two
legislators from the party for “anti-
party activities”. “It may seem like
vengeance to some, but we do not
want to do any such thing since the
party (TMC) is already defunct,”
the CM said.

Abhishek Banerjee and some
other TMC leaders have alleged a
political vendetta by the BJP gov-
ernment in the state over its ac-
tions. Adhikari maintained that
neither the BJP nor the government
has any role in the Criminal Inves-
tigation Department (CID) sending
a notice to Banerjee to appear be-
fore it on Monday in connection
with its probe into the alleged for-
gery of signatures.

Mocking the TMC over its Falta
candidate Jahangir Khan with-
drawing from the contest two days
before the repoll on May 21, he

AAP protests
outside south
Delhi DC office

NEW DELHI, June 1: The Aam
Aadmi Party workers on Monday
staged a protest outside the South
Delhi deputy commissioner’s of-
fice in Green Park demanding the
resignation of senior officers over
the Saket building collapse, which
claimed six lives.

Scores of party workers carrying
placards and raising slogans, gath-
ered outside the office of South
Zone Deputy Commissioner
Rakesh Kumar demanding his res-
ignation.

“We are here to raise the con-
cerns of people. Illegal construc-
tion going on across the city under
the BJP government. Whose re-
sponsibility was it to stop the ille-
gal construction ongoing at the
building that collapsed?,” asked
Ashu Thakur, AAP’s MCD coun-
cillor from Chittaranjan Park area
in south Delhi.

Thakur alleged that despite com-
plaints regarding the building’s
purported unauthorised construc-
tion, no action was taken by the au-
thorities.

Delhi AAP President Saurabh
Bharadwaj said councilors from
MCD’s South Zone had sur-
rounded the deputy commis-
sioner’s office to demand
accountability.

“All AAP councilors from MCD
South Zone surrounded the DC of-
fice, demanding action against IAS
Rakesh Kumar. Repeated com-
plaints about the illegal building
were sent to the DC, but no action
was taken,” Bharadwaj said in a
post on X.

Six people were killed and eight
others injured after a multi-storey
commercial building housing a
coaching centre, cafes and offices
collapsed near Saket Metro Station
in south Delhi on Saturday
evening. (PTI)

TN CM Vijay holds
roadshow n
Tiruchirappall

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI, June 1:
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay held a roadshow here
on Monday and was accorded a
rousing reception by the people
and TVK workers on his arrival
from the state capital.

As soon as Vijay arrived, he was
accorded a ceremonial police
salute, and Ministers Aadhav Ar-
juna and S Ramesh, senior offi-
cials, Lok Sabha MP Durai Vaiko
welcomed him.

Later, he travelled in a van from
the airport to the venue of the pub-
lic meeting, St Joseph College, a
distance of roughly 10 km.

Seated in the front, he waved to
the people who were waiting on
both sides of the road. Party work-
ers and locals showered flowers on
his vehicle at several places and
they enthusiastically shouted
‘Vijay’.

Police had made tight security
arrangements in view of the visit of
the chief minister. (PTI)
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said, “This shows that the party is
effectively defunct.”

Maintaining that the signatures
were forged, Adhikari said, “I have
asked the CID to take action under
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) provisions for forgery.”

Adhikari said the CID gave a
notice to Banerjee, the TMC na-
tional general secretary, to appear
before it on Monday with the res-
olution book. The chief minister
said the state’s DGP told him that
Banerjee has sought more time to
appear before the CID.

Adhikari said it is up to the CID
to decide whether to grant anyone
an extension due to illness or other
issues, maintaining that he will not
interfere. Banerjee has, through his
lawyers, sought an extension of
time to appear before the CID, cit-

35 MLAs take oath as ministers

ing health-related issues. Adhikari
said that on May 9, in a letter to the
Assembly Speaker, “the all India
general secretary of regional party
Trinamool Congress” wrote that
veteran party leader Sobhandeb
Chattopadhyay be appointed as the
Leader of Opposition.
Enumerating the sequence of
events leading to the CID investi-
gation, Adhikari said that on May
18, on the order of the Speaker, the
principal secretary of the Assem-
bly, had written to Abhishek
Banerjee to submit the minutes of
the resolution for appointing Chat-
topadhyay. On May 20, the TMC
national general secretary sent a
copy of the resolution with the sig-
natures of 70 party MLAs, of
which more than 10 names are in
block letters, Adhikari said, hold-

ing that signatures “cannot be in
block letters”. The chief minister
said that two TMC MLAs -- Rita-
brata Bandopadhyay and Sandipan
Saha -- complained to the Speaker,
alleging “no resolution was adopted
regarding the selection of the
Leader of Opposition on May 6”.

Adhikari said the complaints al-
leged that the resolution dated May
6, 2026, was manufactured and
fabricated, stating that as many as
14 signatures were in block letters.

“On the direction of the Speaker,
the principal secretary filed an FIR
at Hare Street police station, and
on the direction of the Home sec-
retary, with my approval as the
state home minister, the investiga-
tion was handed over to the CID,”
the chief minister said.

He said the CID questioned 13
TMC MLASs with video photogra-
phy, accompanied by handwriting
experts for signature verification,
in connection with the probe.

Adhikari said TMC MLAs Ba-
harul Islam of Canning Paschim,
Chandranath Sinha of Bolpur,
Arup Roy of Howrah Madhya,
Tapas Maity of Domjur, Nayana
Banerjee of Chowranghee, Tapas
Mondal of Raidighi, Subhasish
Das of Mahestala, Toraf Hossain
Mondal of Kumarganj, Dinen Roy
of Kharagpur, Kunal Ghosh of
Beleghata, Abdul Aziz Doctor of
Lalgola, Abdul Matin of Haroa and
Tauseffur Rahman of Basirhat
Uttar were questioned. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, June 1: The BJP
on Monday hit out at Rajya Sabha
MP and senior advocate Kapil
Sibal over his remarks criticising
the ruling party, accusing him of
“hating India” and alleging that he
remained silent on incidents of
post-poll violence in West Bengal
in 2021.

The attack came in response to
Sibal’s remarks on Sunday that he
was ashamed that he was living in
a country where the party in power
would use any means to destroy
the foundations of democracy,
while referring to the attack on
TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee.

In a video statement, BJP na-
tional  spokesperson  Shehzad
Poonawalla said the senior advo-
cate earned “crores of rupees” by
practising in the country’s
Supreme Court and yet claimed to
be ashamed of living in India.

“Kapil Sibal says that he is
ashamed to live in India. The ques-
tion is, when post-poll violence
happened in 2021 and more than
300 BJP workers and Congress
workers were allegedly Killed,
Kapil Sibal never opened his
mouth. The same Kapil Sibal kept
quiet even during cases such as RG
Kar and Sandeshkhali,” he said.

Poonawalla said political differ-
ences with the government are ac-
ceptable but questioned a
“tendency” among some 0pposi-
tion leaders to attack the country
because of their opposition to the
BJP. “Opposing the BJP is one
thing, but why oppose India? You
can have political differences, but
why hate India?” Poonawalla said.

He also referred to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s past re-
marks and alleged that some oppo-
sition leaders routinely questioned
India’s democratic institutions, ju-
diciary and security forces.

“Today, just because you have a
problem with the BJP, you end up
hating India. Rahul Gandhi says
that he will fight the Indian state.
He says democracy is over and that
the US and the UK need to inter-
vene. Kapil Sibal says he is
ashamed to live in India. Some-
body else questions the valour of
our forces during Operation Sin-
door. Somebody questions the
democratic institutions of this
country. Somebody challenges the
judiciary,” he said.

Commenting on the attack on
Banerjee, Poonawalla said nobody
justified the heckling faced by him
and claimed that some of those ar-
rested in connection with the inci-
dent were linked to the Trinamool

Congress. “Whatever it may be,
nobody has justified it,” he said,
while alleging that several opposi-
tion leaders are treating the episode
as an internal feud rather than con-
demning the incident. “In fact,
some of the people arrested appear
to be linked to the TMC. A major-
ity of them have not condemned
the attack. Perhaps, it is an internal
fight and feud. Whatever it may be,
nobody has justified it,” he said.

Poonawalla alleged that a sec-
tion of the opposition was portray-
ing India negatively before the
world because of its political oppo-
sition to the BJP. “This shows how,
in opposing the BJP, they end up
opposing the nation, and that is
troubling,” he said.

Another BJP spokesperson
Pradeep Bhandari also slammed
Sibal, saying that his remarks were
“an insult of crores of Indian vot-
ers; voters of Bengal and Indian
democracy”. (PTI)

‘Beware of pickpockets'. Rahul slams
West Bengal cabinet undergoes EXPansIon  govtover CBSE re-evaluation cost

NEW DELHI,

June 1: Congress

in NEET, in CBSE, everywhere, that

KOLKATA, June 1: BJP MLAs Swapan
Dasgupta, Tapas Roy and Shankar Ghosh
were among the 35 legislators who took oath
as ministers on Monday as West Bengal CM
Suvendu Adhikari expanded his cabinet, tak-
ing the total strength of the council of min-
isters to 41.

A carefully-crafted balance, based on ge-
ographical, ethnic and gender considera-
tions, characterised the expanded council of
ministers of the first BJP-helmed govern-
ment in the state.

Governor RN Ravi administered the oath
of office to the legislators at a programme
held at Lok Bhavan here in the presence of
Adhikari, the existing ministers of his cabi-
net and senior bureaucrats of the state ad-
ministration.

While 13 BJP MLAs were sworn in as
cabinet ministers, three took oath as minis-
ters of state (Independent Charge) and 19
others were inducted in the council as min-
isters of state.

“The distribution of portfolios for the min-
isters will take place on Wednesday during
a meeting which will be chaired by the CM
at the secretariat,” cabinet minister Tapas
Roy said.

With five cabinet ministers, besides Ad-
hikari, having already taken oath on May 9,
the total strength of the state’s council of
ministers stood at three short of the Consti-
tution-mandated optimal count of 44 in the
294-member state assembly.

The inductees also represented the cross-
section of Bengal’s society -- with doctors,
academics, journalists, and even those who
worked in blue-collar jobs, such as house
helps, before getting into politics, being of-
fered berths in Adhikari’s council.

The BJP inducted Sharadwat Mukherjee,
an oncologist who won the Bidhhannagar
seat, and Kalyan Chakraborty, a professor
from Khardaha, as cabinet ministers.

Another oncologist from Behala Paschim,
Indranil Khan, was sworn in as minister of
state (Independent Charge), while Kalita
Majhi, who worked as a house help before
foraying into politics, was awarded the po-
sition of minister of state.

Journalists-turned-politicians ~ Swapan
Dasgupta, who won the prestigious Rashbe-
hari seat in south Kolkata, and Jagannath
Chattopadhyay from Suri in Birbhum were
also awarded cabinet berths.

Newly elected BJP MLAs Dudh Kumar
Mondal, Deepak Burman, Manoj Oraon,
Gouri Shankar Ghosh and Arjun Singh were

Ha

HALDWANI, June 1: In a first-

among those who took oath as cabinet min-
isters. BJP legislators Rajesh Mahata and
Malati Rava Roy were sworn in as ministers
of state (Independent Charge) in the govern-
ment.

Among the ministers of state who were
administered the oath were Joyel Murmu,

Ashok Dinda, Anandamoy Burman,
Koushik Chowdhury, Gargi Das Ghosh,
Bhaskar Bhattacharya, Dibakar Gharami and
Sumana Sarkar.

BJP MLAs Santanu Pramanik, Purnima
Chakraborty and Umesh Rai were also
sworn in as ministers of state.

Considering the presence of minister
Nisith Pramanik, a Rajbanshi leader from
the SC-reserved Mathabhanga seat in Cooch
Behar, already in the cabinet, three new min-
isters — Deepak Burman from Falakata,
Shankar Ghosh from Siliguri and Manoj
Kumar Oraon from Kumargram in Alipurd-
uar — took oath in the government’s ex-
panded cabinet from north Bengal.

With Malati Rava Roy given a MoS berth
(Independent Charge) and four others —
Anandamay Burman from the Matigara-
Naxalbari seat in Darjeeling district, Bishal
Lama from Kalchini in Alipurduar, Koushik
Chowdhury from Raiganj, and Biraj Biswas
from Karandighi in Uttar Dinajpur —
awarded MosS positions, the total count of
ministers from north Bengal stood at nine.

North Bengal is a region where the BJP
gained a decisive electoral edge over the Tri-
namool Congress, and from where sustained
complaints of administrative neglect were
made during the erstwhile Mamata Banerjee
rule. Compared to the erstwhile TMC min-
istry during its third term in power, where
eight of the 43 ministers were from north
Bengal, the overall picture of the Adhikari
council looked like a minor improvement in
terms of representation from the region.

Agnimitra Paul, MLA from Asansol Dak-
shin, who was earlier sworn in as a cabinet
minister and entrusted with the Women and

Child Welfare portfolio, would remain the
lone woman representative in Adhikari’s
cabinet.

Following Monday’s expansion, she
would now have for colleagues Rava Roy as
MoS with independent charge and four other
women MLAs — Moumita Biswas Mishra
from Bardhaman Dakshin, Purnima
Chakraborty from Shyampukur, Gargi Das
Ghosh from Kandi and Sumana Sarkar from
Balagarh — as junior ministers.

The total count of women ministers in the
Bengal BJP dispensation is six, lower than
the nine women in Mamata Banerjee’s 2021
cabinet.

The expanded council currently comprises
14 ministers representing various ethnic
groups of the state, 11 of whom were sworn
in on Monday from the SC and ST cate-
gories.

The BJP inducted Deepak Burman, a SC
MLA from Falakata, and Manoj Kumar
Oraon, a tribal leader from Kumargram, both
hailing from the Alipurduar district in north
Bengal, in the state cabinet.

With Pramanik, a Rajbanshi leader and his
cabinet colleagues, Matua leader Ashok Kir-
tania and tribal community representative
Kshudiram Tudu, already sworn in as cabi-
net ministers, the total count of SC/ST lead-
ers in the cabinet stood at five.

That apart, Rajesh Mahata, a leader of the
SC Kudmi community from Gopiballavpur
in Jhargram in the western part of Bengal,
was inducted as a minister of state (Indepen-
dent Charge).

Three BJP MLAs, representing the ST
community, and six others from the SC
group, were additionally awarded space as
ministers of state, taking the total count of
ministers representing backward castes to
15, nearly 37 per cent of the state’s minis-
ters.

The oath-taking ceremony was held three
weeks after Adhikari was sworn in as the
CM on May 9 in the presence of PM Naren-
dra Modi, Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
the BJP’s central leadership and CMs of
NDA-ruled states.

The cabinet expansion was expected this
week as Adhikari and state BJP chief Samik
Bhattacharya held meetings in New Delhi
with the party’s central leadership last week
about the induction of members in the coun-
cil. The May 9 swearing-in ceremony was
held at the Brigade Parade Grounds after the
BJP got 208 seats in the recently concluded
polls, ending the TMC’s 15-year rule. (PTI)

leader Rahul Gandhl on Monday at-
tacked the Modi government over the
CBSE’s re-evaluation process and cost,
saying that when education is treated
not as a service but as a business, errors
are not corrected but multiplied.

Gandhi shared a video snippet from
his conversation with CBSE students
facing problems due to the On-Screen
Marking (OSM) system of the Board.

“Beware of pickpockets - today, they
are sitting right inside the CBSE. If
your marks are incorrect due to a CBSE
error, what do you get? A bill: Digital
scanned copy: Rs. 100 per subject. Re-
totalling: Rs. 100 per paper. Re-evalu-
ation: Rs. 25 per question,” Gandhi
said in a post in Hindi on X, accompa-
nying the video clip.

A student may have to pay up to Rs
2,000 just to ensure the accurate eval-
uation of their own answer sheet, the
Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
said.

Just imagine the revenue CBSE is
generating when 400,000 students have
submitted such applications, he said.

When scanning is done using mobile
phones, incorrect marking is inevitable,
Gandhi said, adding the cost of rectify-
ing those errors is being borne by the
student.

“The mistake belongs to the CBSE.
The punishment falls on the student.
The profit goes to the government,” the
former Congress chief said.

“When education is treated not as a
service, but as a business, errors are not
corrected - they are multiplied. And the
heaviest price for this is being paid by
our children - with their time, their self-
confidence, and their future,” Gandhi
said. Vedant, a Class 12 student, had re-
cently alleged in a post on X that the
Physics answer sheet uploaded by the
CBSE under the revaluation process
was not his. It went viral, after which
several other students took to social
media with similar claims.

In the video, Gandhi is seen having
an informal chat with Vedant, his
brother and other students about their
ordeal.

In the video clip, Gandhi is seen ask-
ing the students about the cost of re-
evaluation and the modalities of the
process.

“This is what we are seeing, not just

you have financialised the education
system. The second is over-centralisa-
tion. So you have taken the whole sys-
tem and you have centralised the whole
system. So if there is a problem, itis a
critical failure of the system.

“Whereas if you have a decentralised
system, then one node fails, another
node fails, you can still manage it. So
there is a structural problem now in the
Indian education system,” says Gandhi
in the video, interacting with the stu-
dents.

This is the second clip he has shared
from the interaction.

Gandhi on Sunday had targeted the
Centre over the CBSE OSM row, shar-
ing the first video clip of his interaction
with the group of students and describ-
ing them as brave young Indians who
asked the Modi government simple
questions but received “insults instead
of answers”.

Asserting that the students deserved
a bright future, Gandhi had said, “We
will make sure they get it”.

Posting the clip on his social media
accounts, Gandhi had described it as a

“revealing chat with my fellow ‘anti-
national Soros agents’.”

“Vedant and his friends are brilliant,
brave young Indians who asked CBSE
and the Modi government simple ques-
tions -- but got insults instead of an-
swers,” Gandhi had said in his post on
X, accompanying the video.

“They deserve a bright and secure
future. We will make sure they get it,”
he added.

Several CBSE Class 12 students had
flagged mix-up cases after accessing
scanned copies uploaded on the portal
and finding that the answer sheets did
not belong to them.

The CBSE later reached out to them
and shared their correct answer sheets.
The Board said that it had taken up on
“top priority” the cases related to al-
leged mismatched answer sheets and
other concerns faced by students in the
revaluation process.

Experts from IIT-Madras and 11T-
Kanpur, along with Digital Infrastruc-
ture Corporation of India (DICI), are
examining the system and strengthen-
ing the portal and payment gateway in-
tegration, according to government
sources. (PTI)

dwani forest division starts Al-based wildlife acoustic monitoring for birds

one of India’s most charismatic

of-its-kind initiative, Haldwani
forest division has launched an in-
novative bird monitoring initiative
using advanced wildlife acoustic
recorders and Al-based analysis
for scientific assessment of avian
biodiversity, a senior official said
on Monday.

Under this initiative, automated
wildlife acoustic recorders are
being deployed in forest areas to
continuously  capture natural
sounds and bird calls from the en-
vironment, Haldwani Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) Kundan
Kumar said. These devices are ca-
pable of recording sounds round-
the-clock with minimal human
disturbance, he said.

“Since every bird species has
unique vocal signatures and call
patterns, the recorded audio data
can be analysed using Al-based

software to identify species and as-
sess their occurrence and activity.
The collected audio recordings
will be processed using machine
learning and deep learning algo-
rithms capable of analysing thou-
sands of hours of acoustic data in
a short time,” Kumar said.

The system can help identify
bird species, estimate their pres-
ence and relative abundance, un-
derstand activity patterns and
generate valuable scientific in-
sights regarding habitat use and
biodiversity status.

“Haldwani forest division con-
siders this initiative an important
step towards integrating modern
technology with wildlife conserva-
tion in Uttarakhand. Use of
wildlife acoustic recorder and arti-
ficial intelligence (Al)/machine
learning-based technology for bird
monitoring is being done for the

first time in Uttarakhand,” he said.
A significant advantage of this
technology is its ability to effec-

tively monitor nocturnal bird
species such as owls and nightjars,
Kumar explained.

Traditional bird surveys often
face challenges in detecting

species such as owls, nightjars and
other nocturnal birds because these
species are active primarily during
the night and are difficult to ob-
serve visually. “Wildlife acoustic
recorders can continuously capture
their calls during night hours, en-
abling more accurate scientific as-

sessment of their presence and dis-
tribution,” Kumar, a 2017-batch
Indian Forest Service (IFoS) offi-
cer, said. In addition to bird moni-
toring, the acoustic data generated
through this initiative can con-
tribute to broader ecological as-
sessments by providing insights
into ecosystem health, habitat
quality, seasonal changes in biodi-
versity and responses of wildlife
communities to environmental
pressures, he said.

Haldwani forest division is
recognised as one of the most im-
portant bird habitats in Uttarak-
hand, owing to its unique location
at the interface of the Himalayan
foothills and the Terai ecosystem.

The division harbours a rich di-
versity of resident and migratory
bird species, including several rare
and conservation-significant birds.
Notably, the Red-Headed Trogon,

forest birds, has so far been
recorded only from Haldwani for-
est division within Uttarakhand,
Kumar said.

Furthermore, during the bird
census conducted by the division
in December 2025, the Black Baza
was recorded for the first time in
Uttarakhand, highlighting the im-
portance of systematic bird moni-
toring and the potential for new
avian discoveries, he said.

“The new initiative will help
create long-term  biodiversity
datasets useful for monitoring pop-
ulation trends, migration patterns,
breeding behaviour and habitat
changes.The technology can im-
prove detection of rare, cryptic and
conservation-priority species, en-
hancing understanding of their dis-
tribution and habitat requirements,”
the DFO added. (PTI)
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GOVERNMENT OFF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT COMMISSIONER :: WEST KARBI ANGLONG: : HAMREN
(Email:: wkaddmad@gmail com)
No. DDMA. I/Pt/2025/158 Date: 30th May, 2026
RE-TENDER NOTICE FOR FINALIZATION OF RATES & EMPANELMENT OF VENDORS
IN CONNECTION WITH PROVIDING RELIEF MATERIALS TO CALAMITY AFFECTED
FAMILIES.
In cancellation of earlier tender notice vids no. DDMAL1/Pt./2025/156, dated 11/05/2026, Sealed tenders
are mvited affixing fee stamps worth Rs.8.25 (Rupees eight and paisa twenty-five) only from interested
Wholesalers/Suppliers/Firms/Traders from open market for supplying the following items as Gratuitous
Relief (G.R) attached herewith as Annexure-I & Annexure-Il for providing to the calamity affected
families, victims of flood/natural calamities/other emergencies for the year 2026-27.
The detailed terms and conditions of this Tender may be downloaded from the website
https://westkarbianglong.assam.gov.in.
1. Description of Iiems:
Annexure-I
SL Items of Name of item Quantity/Brand Rate
No.
1 2 3 4
1 Rice (Best  Quality) Per KG Per Qtl.
Grade-A
{Common)
Grade-B
2 Chira (Flattened Rice) Best Quality Do Do
3 Muri (Puffed Rice) Best Quality Do Do
4 Gur/Jaggery/Molasses Best Quality Do Do
5 Sugar Best Quality De Do
6 Masur Dal (Small size) Small Size Do Do
Unpolished do do
Medium Size do do
Big Size
7 Moong Dal Good Quality Do Do
8 Todised Salt Tata or equivalent | Do Do
9 Mustard Oil-Normal Engine/Fortune or | Half Litre | Per Litre
equivalent Pouch/Bottle Pouch/Bottle
10 Turmeric powder Good Quality Rate/100 gm.
11 Drinking water Bisleri or Rate/750 ml
equivalent Rate/2 Ltr.
Rate/20 Ltr.
12 Baby Food Lactogen or | Nestle or | Rate/Packet
equivalent equivalent
(300 om.
Packet)
Cerelac or | Nestle or | Rate/Packet
equivalent equivalent
(400 gm.
Packet)
Nestrum or | Nestle or | Rate/Packet
equivalent equivalent
(400 egm.
Packet)
Milk Amul Taza | Rate/Packet
(400 ml.)
13 Cattle Feed Rice Polish Best Quality Rate/Kg | Rate/Qtl
Wheat Bran Best Quality Do Do
Branded Cattle | Best Quality Do Do
feed
Rice Bran Best Quality Do Do
14 Biscuits (Rs 10 Packet or 100 gm.) Parle- Rate/Packet
G/Britannia/Bisk
Farm or
Equivalent
Annexure-11
Sl Items of Name of item Quantity/Brand Rate
No.
1 Polythene Sheet (Black) 1.500 GSM (150 Micron) Rate/Metre
2.300 GSM (150 Micron)
2 Tarpaulin (Best Quality) L. Size-12x15 (150 GSM) Rate/Sheet
2. Size-12x15 (180 GSM) Do
3. Size-12x15 (200 GSM) Do
4. S1ze-12=x15 (150 GSM) Do
5. Size-12x15 (180 GSM) Do
6. Size-12x15 (200 GSM) Do
7. Size-12x15 (150 GSM) Do
8. Size-12x15 (180 GSM) Do
9. Size-12x15 (200 GSM) Do
3 Hand Pump (with 40 ft. G.1 Pipe and | Tara or equivqlent Rate/Set
filter)
4 Clothing Dhuti/Lungi for adult Rate/Piece
Saree/Chadar/ & Mekhela Do
Half Pant & Shirt (For adult) Do
Half Pant & Shirt (For children) Do
Frock (For girl children) Do
Gamucha (Standard size) Do
Sweater for adult Do
Sweater for Children Do
Shawl Do
Bed Sheet-cotton (Size double) Do
Blanket (Size single) Do
Blanket (Size Double) Do
5 Sanitary Napkin (size medium with 6 | Stayfree Rate/Packet
Nos. Packet)
6 Sanitary Napkin (size big with 6 Nos. | Stay free Rate/Packet
Packet)
7 Mosquito Net (Size-7x8) Good quality Rate/Piece
8 Mosquito Coil Good Night Rate/Packet
9 Match Box (Pkt of 10 Nos.) Sunflower or equivalent Rate/Packet
10 Candle (Medium size), (Packet of 6) | Prag or equivalent Rate/Packet
7/8 Diameter
11 Battery Torch Evercady or equivalent Rate/picce
12 Phenyl (500 ml) (white/Black) Cross or equivalent Rate/Bottle
13 Bleaching Powder Good Quality Rate/KG
14 Tooth Paste Colgate or equivalent Rate/packet
15 Hair Qil (50 gm.) Parachute or equivalent Rate/Bottle
16 Washing/Cleaning Soap (30 gm) Nirma or equivalent Rate/picce
17 Diapers Mummy Poco | Rate/Packet
Pant/Pampers/Huggies
18 Soap Bathing (75 gm) Dettol or equivalent Rate/piece
19 Liquid Hand Wash with Bottle Dettol or equivalent (250 ml) ate/picce
20 Liguid Sanitizer (50 ml and 100 ml) Dettol or equivalent Rate/picce
21 Face Mask-Disposable (Surgical) Good Quality Rate/picce
22 Hand Gloves- Disposable (Surgical) Good Quality Rate/picce
23 Sodium Hydrochloride Solution Good Quality Rate/Litre
24 Spray Machine (Manual) Good Quality Rate/picce
25 Plastic Bucket Milton or equivalent Rate/Piece
26 Plastic Mug Milton or equivalent Rate/Piece
27 Utensil Set (One set containing the | Good Quality Rate/Set
following) (02 nos. of steel rice plates,
02 nos of steel bowl, 02 nos of steel

glass, 02 nos of cooking spoon, 01 nos

of aluminium kettle, 01 nos. of

aluminium kadai & 01 nos. of

aluminium lid)
28 Bamboo (Standard size) Bhuluka/Jati or equivalent Rate/picce
29 Fire wood Good Quality Rate/Otl.
30 Disposal Plate (25 Nos.) Good Quality Rate/Packet
31 Tarza Bera-Boket/Pithi Good Quality Rate per Sq. Feet
32 PVC Squatting Plate (Size-Im xlm) | Good Quality Rate/piece

with Pan and Siphon
33 Led Bulb (9W and 12W). Havells or equivalent Rate/picce
34 Bath Towel (Size 27x52) Good Quality Rate/piece
35 Hand Towel (Size 16x28) Good Quality Rate/piece
36 Umbrella (Size-Medium/Big) Muohendra Dutt or equivalent Rate/piece
37 Raincoat Set (Size-Standard) Duckback or equivalent Rate/Set
38 Gumboot (Size-Standard) Duckback or equivalent Rate/Pair
39 DG Set (5 KV) Good condition Rate/day
40 DG Set (15 KV) Good condition Rate/day
41 CFL bulb 12w, Philips/Havells or equivalent Rate/Piece
42 Life Jacket Good Quality Rate/Piece
43 Hand sanitizer Dettol or equivalent Rate/Bottle

2. Date of issue of Notice Inviting Tender 30-05-2026

3. Schedule for issue and submission of tender:-

a) Period of issue and receipt: 30/05/2026 to 09/06/20226 up-to 2:00 PM.

b) Opening of Tender: 09/06/2026.

4. Quotation received after closing date will not be entertained.

5. Quotation should be submitted in duplicate on printed pad with Sales Tax/GST Number of the
firm enclosing DD/Bank Draft for Rs. 5,000/<Rupees Five Thousand) only as bid
security/carnest money in favour of District Commissioner cum Chairperson DDMA, West Karbi
Anglong.

6. The following terms and condition should be strictly observed for submitting the quotations
failing which the quotations shall be liable to be rejected.

A) The Wholesaler/Supplier/Firm/Trader should Wholesaler/Supplier/Firm/Trader. be
registered

B) The Quotations should be submitted in duplicate and on printed pad preferably with
GST/Sales Tax Number for the firm. The duplicate copy of the quotations must bear
original signature.

C) The Wholesaler/Supplier/Firm/Trader should be financially sound so that GR items can
be supplied immediately within 12 hours.

D) The Wholesaler/Supplier/Firm/Trader will submit the statement of Income Tax
assessment for the last 3 financial years 2024-25, 2025-26. and 2026-27.

E) Wholesaler/Supplier/'Firm/Trader should have a valid Tax Registration Certificate (GST)
and TIN/PAN Number.

F) Weightage will be given during evaluation to Wholesaler/Supplier/Firm/Trader having
prior experience in supply of items during flood/natural calamities/other disturbances.

G) The whole supply as per order shall have to be completed in short notice within 24 hours
failing which the District Commissioner shall have the right to accept or reject any
quantity of goods ordered. The Wholesaler/Supplier/Firm/Trader should sign an
agreement to this effect.

H) Preference will be given during evaluation to the Wholesaler/Supplier/Firm/trader of
West Karbi Anglong district for supply of GR materials in respective district areas and
for those outside the district should have local representative(s) in this district with the
necessary authority to laise with the District Admiration, West Karbi Anglong and
supply the GR items in short notice if selected.

I) The rate must be quoted both in figures and words and over writing should be avoided,
however, all overwriting/corrections must be duly authenticated.

I)  The firm shall give declaration in writing stating it has not been blacklisted by Govt. of
India/Assam//any other state Got. And does not have any criminal case against it.

K) The Wholesaler/Supplict/Firm/Trader can quote for one and more or all GR items.
However, during evaluation the bids, the preferred bidder will be selected separately.

L) Payment will be made after receipt of materials in full and in good condition and on
availability of fund.

M) The undersigned does not bind hirmn to accept the lowest quotation and shall have the right
to reject one or more or all quotations without assigning any reason thereof.

N) The undersigned reserves the right to cancel/reject quotation/bid for quoting the rate of
item(s) far below the prevailing market rate.

) Due to exigency of public services. the undersigned reserves the right to give supply
order to any supplier/vendor who has not participated in this tender process for prompt
supply of GR materials during emergency situation.

P) The rate should be including of the cost of packing & transportation cost and inclusive of
cost of delivery to District/Co-District Head Quarters.

Q) Rates should be including all taxes.

R) If there is any doubt regarding the quality of materials supplied. the payment authority
should have the right to test the materials and the defective materials shall have to be
replaced by the firm/supplier at his own risk & cost.

S) Material as per specifications & samples will be accepted.

7. Authorized bidders or their representatives are to attend at the time of opening of the bids at the
scheduled date and time along with sample of the item bided for.

8. Bidders are requested to submit particulars for Technical and Financial parts as per the Annexure-1
and Annexure-11 respectively. The bidders are also advised to go through the General terms and
conditions and satisfy themselves before submitting the quotation.

9. The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any offer or empanel more than one bidder

without assigning any reason and also deserves the right to extend validity period of accepted
tender for certain period in emergency situation.

10. The nature/quantum of GR Materials for Supply will be at the discretion of District Commissioner

11.

T2
18-
14,
5

16.

and Chairperson, DDMA, West Karbi Anglong. Further issuance of supply order for aforesaid
relief items will be only in event of occurrence of flood/natural calamities other emergencies and
based on essentiality as decided by the District Administration and mere sclection of the
Item/Tender through this Tender Notice shall not entitled any right whatsoever for replacement of
supply order.

Further the replacement of work order (supply order) for the Gratuitous Relief (GR) material(s)
shall take place only in the event of the District Administration represented by the District
Commissioner, West Karbi Anglong deciding (in this sole judgment) to provide relief to Victims of
the flood or natural ecalamities or other disturbance also will not entitle the selected bidders any
right of claim of replacement of work order for supply of Gratuitous Relief (GR) items from other
sources.

The undersign reserves the right in all circumstances to accept or reject any Tender without
assigning any reason thereof, besides the right of accepting the Tender of more than one supplier
(provided the rates are found justifiable) in the event of any emergency also based on the demand
of the situation or any other eventuality the District Commissioner, West Karbi Anglong reserves
the right to procure Gratuitous relief (GR) items from other sources.

Rates of the items should not be more than the printed MRP.

The supplier should mention the brand against all quoted items compulsory.

Sample of materials must be supplied with the bid documents,

The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject the tender process without assigning any
reason.

Bidders should maintain sufficient stock to ensure immediate supply during emergencies.

17. Bidders must be capable of supplying items within 2 (two) hours after receipt of supply order.
18. Quality must be ensured, substandard or expired materials will lead to legal actions and forfeiture of

security money.

19. Payment is subject to availability of funds and Govt. approval, made through Bank A/C only.

20.

Suppliers with prior complaimnts in Govl. requirements may not be considered.

Before submitting their bids, the interested bidders are advised to contact with the office of the District
Commissioner, West Karbi Anglong for any clarifications on the nature and scope of the work mentioned
in the Tender document up to 09/06/2026 during working hours.

Sd/-
District Commissioner-cum-Chairperson,
DDMA, West Karbi Anglong

Memo No. DDMA. 1/Pt/2025/-A, Dated: 30th May, 2026.
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SUMAN KALYANPUR:
LAST OF THE GOLDEN
ERA VOICES GIVEN
FINAL SENDOFF WITH
STATE HONOURS

Rahen Na Rahen Hum”... the strains

of that elegiac song played in the

backdrop as the last rites of Suman

Kalyanpur, who should have been
part of a Lata-Asha-Suman playback powerhouse
but may not have got her full due, were held here
on Monday with state honours.

The singer of melodies, ranging from the soul-
ful “Na Tum Hamen Jano” to the rocking “Aaj
Kal Tere Mere”, died on Sunday night following
age related ailments at her home. She was 89.

Her body was draped in the tricolour and
Mumbai Police personnel offered a ceremonial
salute at the Santacruz auditorium where daugh-
ter Charu performed the last rites.

As the pyre was lit, many friends and family

sang the evocative duet “Rahen Na Rahen Hum,
Meheka Karenge” from the 1966 film “Mamta”
to bid a final farewell to the singer who made her
presence felt -- and became the legend she was --
despite the domination of the Mangeshkar sisters.

“The passing of Suman Kalyanpur, who en-
riched Indian music, is an irreparable loss to the
world of Indian art. She enchanted people with
her melodious singing in Hindi and Marathi, as
well as in numerous other Indian languages,”
President Droupadi Murmu said in a post on X in
Hindi.

From classical melodies to popular songs, the
scope of her contributions is immensely vast and
influential, the president said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he was an-
guished by her passing.

“Her melodious voice and soulful renditions

enriched our cultural world. Through her songs,
she created a special place among music lovers
and admirers of Indian cinema. Condolences to
her family and admirers. Om Shanti,” Modi
wrote on X.

The singer, also known for memorable num-
bers such “Behna Ne Bhai Ki Kalai Mein” and
“Na Na Karke Pyaar”, was perhaps the only fe-
male singer of her era to make a space for herself
in the Hindi music scene dominated by Lata
Mangeshkar and Asha Bhosle.

Her melodious voice was often compared to
Mangeshkar, something which became both a
blessing and a curse. Those who could not afford
Mangeshkar would sign up Kalyanpur. Her
breakout moment came when Mangeshkar and

Mohammed Rafi had differences over the issues
of royalties. Because of this, Kalyanpur sang over
100 duets with Rafi.

“Suman ji had a great bond with abba and they
both sang some really beautiful songs. She was a
down-to-earth and humble person. Suman ji was
with my father when he had an issue with Lata
ji... during this time, his duets were mostly with
Suman ji and Asha ji,” Mohammed Rafi’s son
Shahid Rafi told PTI.

Kalyanpur’s songs would often get wrongly at-
tributed to Mangeshkar. In 2022, Kalyanpur told
PTI that Mangeshkar was a close friend.

“Everyone loved her (Lata’s) songs, and she
will be immortal. We recorded a duet together for
the film ‘Chaand’. Everytime | met her, it felt like
I met a close friend. | believe she felt the same,”
she said after Mangeshkar’s death.

Anand Virji Shah, of the legendary Kalyanji-
Anandji composer duo, described Kalyanpur as
very talented.

They collaborated on songs such as “Na Na
Karte Pyar”, “Tumhi Mere Meet Ho Tumhi Mere
Preet Ho”, “Aap Se Humko Bichhade Huye”.

“We worked with her on quite a few songs. She
was Vvery easygoing; she would do rehearsals, and
she would pick up the song quickly. We shared a
great professional relationship,” Anandji told
PTI.

Mangala Khadilkar, who wrote Kalyanpur’s bi-
ography, said Kalyanpur sang more than 3,500
songs in 13 Indian languages, most prominently
in Hindi, Marathi and Bengali.

“Her personality was reflected in her singing.
The softness, sweetness, and gentleness of her
nature found expression in her songs. Her voice
was often compared to Lata ji’s voice but while
there were similarities, they were distinctly dif-
ferent.

“l would describe ‘bhavgeet” music as an equi-
lateral triangle: Lata Ji with her divine voice,
Asha Ji with her colorful and versatile voice, and
Suman Kalyanpur Ji with her honey-sweet voice,
marked by humility, composure and grace,”
Khadilkar told PTI.

Born in January 1937 in Dhaka, Kalyanpur ini-
tially pursued art and studied at the JJ School of
Art but music was her true calling and she later
trained under Pandit Keshav Rao Bhole, Abdul
Rehman Khan and Guruji Master Navrang.

She made her playback debut in Hindi cinema
with “Mangu” and sang three songs, but when
composer Mohammed Shafi was replaced by O P
Nayyar, only one of her tracks were included in
the final movie. The song was “Koi Pukare
Dheere Se Tujhe”.

Her most popular song “Na Tum Hamen Jano”
was from Dev Anand-Waheeda Rehman hit “Baat
Ek Raat Ki” with music by S D Burman. She also
sang the title track for “Dil Ek Mandir Hai”. “Yun
Hi Dil Ne Chaha” and “Chura Le Na Tumko Yeh
Mausam Suhana” were hits from “Dil Hi To
Hai”. The movie also had Mangeshkar and
Bhosle as singers alongside Mukesh.

In many albums from the era, Kalyanpur got
the duet but Mangeshkar the solos.

In “Jahan Ara”, she sang the duet “Baad Mud-
dat Ke Yeh Ghadi Aayi” with Rafi. Mangeshkar
was credited for the other four songs in the
movie. Similarly, in “Sanjh Aur Savera”, “Ajhun
Na Aye Balamwa” was sung by Kalyanpur and
Rafi while Mangeshkar was credited for solo
numbers. Bhosle also sang a duet in the film with
Rafi.

In 2023, Kalyanpur was awarded with the
Padma Bhushan. (PTI)

YOU CANNO
HER TOANU
A SCALE: MA

" REDUCE
MBER ON
DHURI

DEFENDS AISHWARYA
AGAINST TROLLS

ishwarya Rai Bachchan is a global

star who has made her country proud

with her achievements, says Madhuri
Dixit, coming out in support of her “Devdas”
co-star who faced trolling over her appear-
ance on the red carpet of the Cannes Film
Festival.

Aishwarya, a Cannes regular for more than
two decades, became the target of online
trolling and body-shaming after images and
videos from the 2026 red carpet circulated on
social media.

Madhuri said Aishwarya has built a legacy
by representing India on the global stage and
trolling her over her appearance sends the
wrong message to youngsters.

“She has been going there for 20 years.
She has done the whole country proud. She is
a global star. As a Miss World, she has done
so much for the country.

“You cannot reduce her to a number on a
scale or a number on the dress or the size or a
number on the calendar years. You cannot re-
duce her to that. She is beautiful. She looks
beautiful but she is beautiful inside,” Mad-
huri told PTI.

The actor and Aishwarya worked together
in Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s period romance
drama “Devdas” with Shah Rukh Khan.

In fact, Aishwarya first attended Cannes in
2002 for the premiere of the film alongside
Shah Rukh. Her appearance on the red carpet
in a traditional yellow saree drew widespread
attention back then and she is often seen as
India’s representation at the festival. Madhuri

criticised the negative social media discourse
around Aishwarya’s appearance.

“I think people have to realise that when
you do these kinds of comments, what kind
of message are you sending to the youngsters
today? That your worth is on how you look,
not on your achievements. | think this is a
completely wrong message being sent,”
Madhuri said.

Not just Aishwarya, recently actor Ananya
Panday found herself at the receiving end of
a social media storm following the release of
her romantic drama “Chand Mera Dil”.

A scene in which her character Chandni
performs a fusion of Bharatanatyam and hip-
hop went viral, triggering a wave of criti-
cism. Many called her out for “butchering”
the dance form, with some describing it as an
act of cultural disrespect. According to Mad-
huri, social media has become a tool for any-
one to comment on anything.

“Even earlier, there were people like that.
Those who comment, they didn’t have a
means to comment. But today, they have the
means,” said the actor.

Triptii Dimri, who stars alongside Madhuri
in the upcoming Netflix movie “Maa
Behen”, echoed the actor.

“It’s very easy to sit at home in your com-
fortable pyjamas and comment on people.
But being in their shoes, those who have
worked hard to achieve something, whether
it’s Ananya or Aishwarya ma’am, they both
worked hard in their lives. They are achiev-
ers,” she said. (PTI)

From single sc
to city icon: Jal

bilee on June 1 with free screenings of five popular films, mark-
ing 50 years of its journey as one of India’s most celebrated

single-screen theatres, officials said.

“Rajmandir has witnessed every phase of the entertainment indus-
try and continues to remain a key attraction of the city,” finance man-
ager Kishore Kala said, adding that the theatre has retained its charm
despite the rise of OTT platforms and multiplexes.

The films selected for the occasion are ‘Hum Aapke Hain Koun..!”,
‘Dilwale Dulhania Le
Jayenge’, ‘Ram Teri
Ganga Maili’,
‘Zindagi Na Milegi
Dobara’ and ‘Chupke
Chupke’, which will

Our's
Rajmandir cinema
celebrates 50 years

J aipur’s iconic Rajmandir Cinema will celebrate its golden ju-

tion.

The new film is based on Mattel’s famous toy line,
which inspired a successful animated TV series in 1983
and a 1987 film starring Dolph Lundgren as He-Man,
the most powerful man in the universe.

Galitzine, known for his romantic dramas “Red,
White & Royal Blue”, “The Idea of You” and comedy
film “Bottoms”, portrays the iconic character of He-
Man in “Masters of the Universe”. The actor said he
was unaware of the franchise’s legacy in India, where
He-Man became a childhood favorite superhero in the

late 1980s.

“l didn’t know it was massive in India. Both (him and

He-Man's global fandom surprised
‘Masters of the Universe'’ stars
Nicholas Galitzine & Camila Mendes

ctors Nicholas Galitzine and Camila Mendes,
who star in “He-Man and The Masters of the
Universe”, could fully grasp the massive global

popularity surrounding the iconic superhero character
He-Man only after they were cast in the movie adapta-

! be screened through-
out the day.
| Kalasaid some of
these films enjoyed
record runs at the the-
atre, ‘Hum Aapke
Hain Koun..!” running
for more than 500
days.

Office in-charge Ankur Khandelwal said the cinema had never
been viewed merely as a business venture.

“This cinema has never been seen merely as a business. It is an
emotional landmark for Jaipur and we are committed to preserving it
as a tourist attraction.”

Known for its palace-like architecture, grand interiors and distinc-
tive lighting, Rajmandir continues to draw numbers of domestic and
foreign tourists.

Film distributor Raj Bansal described it as “the top single-screen
theatre in the country and a matter of pride for Rajasthan”.

Another distributor, Sanjay Chettar, said, “every distributor wants
their film to be screened at Rajmandir because of its legacy and
grandeur.”

Tourists also expressed admiration, with one visitor saying they
came “not just to watch a film, but to experience the cinema itself.”

Opened in 1976, on Jaipur’s busy MI Road, Rajmandir remains
one of city’s most prominent landmarks, blending cinematic history
with tourism appeal. (PTI)

co-star Camila Mendes) of us kind of realized the mag-
nitude of the following when getting cast in the roles,
and we have to remember this is a 40-year-old piece of
IP,” the actor told PTI in a virtual interview.

Directed by Travis Knight, the live-action film fol-
lows Prince Adam (Galitzine), who is drawn back to
Eternia by the mystical Sword of Power only to discover
his world shattered under the ruthless rule of Skeletor
(Jared Leto). Actor Camila Mendes plays the role of a
warrior, Teela.

Mendes said both she and Galitzine only knew a little
about He-Man’s popularity and they had to study the
franchise’s history once they got the parts.

“Mattel sent us both a huge box of comic books, toys
and so much information at our fingertips. Then we both
went and watched every single iteration of the cartoons
we could, and the “80s live-action film. It’s so rare that
you get to dive into a project that has so much love
around it. So, that’s when we really started to familiarize
ourselves with it,” Mendes, known for her role as
Veronica Lodge in “Riverdale”, said.

Galitzine added that through his interactions with
fans, he learned how eager parents are to introduce He-
Man to their children, highlighting the franchise’s strong
cross-generational appeal.

“There are people for whom this is their entire child-
hood,; this is so nostalgic for them. The most exciting

-
thing has been talking to people who grew up with this,
who are so excited to show their kids and are going to
use it as something to bond with their kids over. I’ve
met dads and moms who just can’t wait to share it with
their kids, that’s exciting,” the actor said.

Both actors also opened up about the intense physical
and emotional preparation required for the film.

Mendes started training in September 2024 before
moving to London in November for a gruelling, months-
long boot camp with a very specific diet and workout
routine.

“| feel like Nick had to make the most sacrifices. The
biggest sacrifice for me was having to be in London for
seven months away from friends and family; that’s re-
ally hard. But then you make new friends while you’re
there, and that becomes your new family, your work
family.” The actor added that the intense physical de-
mands of the project forced them to live like “hermits”
during filming.

Galitzine said the process was “very challenging” and
required them to trust the trainers guiding their transfor-
mation.

“Cami and | both like to stay in shape but this is a

completely different thing; this is body transformation.
So, we had to rely on a lot of people; it was very, very
scary. But it was just an act of trusting the process, and
mentally, you have to kind of go there every single day
and trust the people around you,” he said.

Galitzine said that he had to stay completely isolated
and focused throughout filming, with no room for nor-
mal activities like eating out.

“For that whole time that you’re filming, you’re just
hunkered down, super focused.” For Galitzine, another
key challenge was delivering the iconic catchphrase,
‘I’ve the power’. He admitted he was “very nervous”
and felt the emotional gravity of the line.

“1 certainly felt the weight of it. For Adam, especially
in our iteration, he’s a person who has just been put
down his whole life, he has had to flee his home planet,
and no one believes he is who he says he is. | was obvi-
ously very nervous up until filming that and was very
relieved that Travis liked my interpretation.”

Also starring Alison Brie, James Purefoy and Morena
Baccarin, the film comes from Amazon MGM Studios
and Mattel Studios. It is set to release in theatres on
June 5. (PTI)

—®—
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2026 IIHF WORLD CHN-imor-:S
Finland

ZURICH, June 1: Finland won the
ice hockey world championship for
the fifth time on Sunday, beating
Switzerland 1-0 in overtime.

The Buffalo Sabres’ Konsta He-
lenius scored the gold-winning goal
10:42 into overtime. The 20-year-
old Helenius netted from the right
circle, beating Switzerland goal-
tender Leonardo Genoni with his
team’s 28th shot on goal.

Finland netminder Justus An-
nunen shut out Switzerland with 22
saves.

“We have a strong culture, you
leave your ego outside the locker
room, and that’s why it’s so awe-
some to come and play for Fin-
land,” defenseman Olli Maatta said.

Finland also won in 1995, 2011,
2019 and 2022.

Switzerland wasted a two-
minute, 5-on-3 advantage that
started six seconds before the end of
the opening period.

The final was a rematch of the
two teams from their last group
stage game, which the Swiss won 4-
2

That was the only loss for the
Finns, who finished second in their
preliminary group behind the Swiss.
They went on to eliminate the
Czechs 4-1 in the quarterfinals and
upset tournament favorite Canada
4-2 in the semifinals.

Finland was led by captain Alek-
sander Barkov, who missed the en-
tirety of the Florida Panthers’
season because of a major knee in-
jury suffered 20 minutes into his
first practice of training camp. The
tournament was his first action in
competitive games since the Pan-
thers won their second consecutive
Stanley Cup last June.

Barkov powered the Finns with
three goals and eight assists from 10
games at the worlds.

Swiss disappointment

After finishing runner-up in the
previous two years, host Switzer-
land hoped for more this time in
front of its home crowd in Zurich.

Home fans clapped, chanted and
cheered tirelessly throughout the
tournament.

“It’s a huge disappointment, but,
it’s hockey,” Switzerland forward
Denis Malgin said. “It was a 0-0
game. We had our chances, and in
OT it can go either way.”

Switzerland failed to score a sin-
gle goal in the three finals.

The Swiss lost to the Czechs 2-0
in 2024, and were defeated by the
U.S. 1-0 in overtime last year. They
also finished second in 2018 and
2013 when they were defeated by
rival Sweden.

Switzerland also finished second
back in 1935.

No medal for Canada

Norway stunned Canada 3-2 in
overtime of the bronze medal game

No RCB victory parade in Bengaluru
as fans celebrate title win indoors

AHMEDABAD, June 1: The pas-
sionate fans will not be able to cel-
ebrate Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s title defence with the
team after the franchise decided
against holding a victory parade in
the city in order to avoid the crowd
frenzy, which led to last year’s
deadly stampede.

The Royal Challengers lifted
their second consecutive IPL title,
beating Gujarat Titans by five
wickets here on Sunday.

The RCB took such a decision
also keeping in mind the swearing-
in ceremony of newly-appointed
Karnataka Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar.

The function is scheduled to be
held at Lok Bhavan at 4.10 pm and
the Governor’s residence is in
close proximity to Chinnaswamy
Stadium. The political function is
expected to attract a massive
crowd from across the state.

The ceremony, which is to be at-
tended by several dignitaries, will
also require considerable deploy-
ment of police personnel, and it
will be tough for the state police
department to spare men for an-
other high-voltage function.

In that context, the RCB man-
agement felt that it was better to
adhere to the police notification,
prohibiting public celebrations on
city streets.

On June 4, 2025, 11 fans were
killed near Chinnaswamy Stadium
as RCB hastily arranged a victory
parade following their maiden title
win, and clearly no one wanted a

repeat of that this year.

That tragic chain of events had
invoked huge public outrage and
the intervention of state govern-
ment and judicial powers, includ-
ing the High Court.

“It is highly unlikely that there
will be any activities in Bengaluru.
There are certain guidelines in
place, and we need to stick to
them,” a RCB source indicated to
PTI.

Bengaluru city police on Friday
had issued an advisory urging the
public to avoid bursting crackers,
holding road celebrations, creating
disturbances or engaging in fights
if RCB win the IPL final.

“We have issued an advisory
asking fans not to celebrate

GT players, staff evacuated
from team bus after
mid-road breakdown

AHMEDABAD, June 1: In a safety scare for the Gujarat Titans players
and support staff, they had to be evacuated from the team bus after a short
circuit caused a breakdown of the vehicle while it was ferrying them back
to their hotel after the IPL final loss to Royal Challenge Bengaluru here.

PTI has learned that the team members, who are all safe and unhurt
despite smoke spreading inside the bus, waited on the road for a short
while before another bus was arranged to take them to the hotel.

The incident added to a miserable night for GT as they had earlier gone
down to Royal Challengers Bengaluru in the IPL final by five wickets

here on Sunday.

It was also a continuation of their tough travel itinerary as GT had to
travel from Dharamsala to Mullanpur on May 27 to play the Qualifier 2

against Rajasthan Royals on May 29.

However, their scheduled departure to Ahmedabad on May 30 was in-
ordinately delayed because of inclement weather in Mullanpur. GT
reached their home base late on Saturday evening. Was fatigue a reason
for the Titans” meek surrender to RCB in the IPL final?

“l don’t want to take away from the fact that RCB have won by simply
stating that we’ve had this number of games in these short days and we’re
fatigued and that’s not really what we’re about,” said Vikram Solanki,
GT’s Director of Cricket, in the post-match press conference.

“Admittedly, it (155/8) was a below par total but they showed great
fight to try and defend it. We might make an assessment of what we might
have done differently, that’s a given. But | think you’ve got to accept that
the opposition sometimes play well as well,” he added. (PTI)

publicly on the streets and espe-
cially not to disturb peace and
security.

“We will not allow any public
celebrations. If anyone wants to
celebrate, they can do it indoors,”
Bengaluru City Police Commis-
sioner Seemanth Kumar Singh had
said.

Besides, RCB top-order batter
Devdutt Padikkal will have to join
the Indian Test squad on Mullan-
pur by Wednesday ahead of the
one-off Test against Afghanistan,
while others like Josh Hazlewood,
Tim David (Australia), Jacob
Duffy (New Zealand) and Romario
Shepherd (West Indies) too have
upcoming national team commit-
ments. (PTI)

championship

to capture its first ice hockey world
championship medal.

Noah Steen scored the winner
3:32 into overtime. The previous
best result for Norway was a fourth-
place finish in 1951.

In awild ending, Canada was 2-
0 down when it pulled netminder
Jet Greaves. Robert Thomas then
scored from the slot to reduce the
deficit with 1:16 remaining in the
final period with an unassisted
goal.

With eight seconds to go, cap-
tain Macklin Celebrini and Ryan
O’Reilly set up Thomas for his
second to tie it at 2-2, forcing
overtime.

Earlier, Emilio Pettersen gave
Norway a 1-0 lead in the opening
period and Stian Solberg added an-
other with a deflected shot in the
second. Goaltender Henrik Hauke-
land stopped 44 shots.

Greaves made 21 saves for
Canada.

The Canadians have come up
short at the worlds since they won
their last and record 28th title in
2023.

They finished fourth in 2024 and
were stunned 2-1 by Denmark in
the quarterfinals last year.

The worlds ended in disappoint-
ment for Canada again this year de-
spite a lineup that included teenage
sensation Celebrini as captain and
NHL great Sidney Croshy in addi-
tion to several established NHL
stars, including O’Reilly, John
Tavares and Mark Scheifele.

Canada managed to win all of its
group games, including a 6-5 vic-
tory over Norway in overtime, and
eliminated defending champion
U.S. in the quarterfinals. But Fin-
land, led by Barkov, proved too
good in the semifinals. (AP)

Norway Chess as

OSL.O, June 1: The Indian contingent endured a
miserable outing as all four players suffered defeats
in Round 6, with world champion D Gukesh slip-
ping back to losing ways after showing encouraging
signs in the previous round, while R Praggnanand-
haa, Divya Deshmukh and Koneru Humpy also
ended on the wrong side of the results in Norway
Chess here.

In stark contrast to the Indians’ collective collapse,
defending champion and world No. 1 Magnus Carlsen
continued his resurgence, securing a classical victory
to thrust himself firmly back into title contention.

The Norwegian, who had looked surprisingly vul-
nerable in the opening rounds, is suddenly gathering
momentum at just the right time, turning what seemed
an unlikely campaign into a genuine charge for the
crown on home soil.

Yet Carlsen’s resurgence has been overshadowed by
an unexpected frontrunner. Wesley So of the United
States emerged as the sole leader with four rounds re-
maining after dislodging Alireza Firouzja from the
top, while both Carlsen and Vincent Keymer -- the
tournament’s early strugglers -- have launched spirited
comeback bids after disastrous starts, ensuring the title
race remains wide open heading into the business end
of the tournament.

So surged into sole lead on 11.5 points after defeat-
ing Praggnanandhaa in a classical game and collecting
the full three points, leaving the Indian stranded at the

and beats Switzerland £-0 in overtime to Indian quartet endures miserable day at
men's Ice hocke

| four suffer defeats

bottom of the six-player standings on six points.

Keymer capitalised on Gukesh’s (6.5 points) severe
time trouble to grind out a crucial victory, taking his
tally to eight points while handing the world champion
another setback in the Open section.

Carlsen, meanwhile, continued his climb up the
leaderboard with an authoritative classical win over
Firouzja, moving to 7.5 points and fourth place.

For the second successive game, Praggnanandhaa
appeared to be on course to hold, and at times even
looked capable of turning the tables, but So once again
demonstrated his endgame mastery, patiently convert-
ing an extra pawn into three points -- a formula that
has served him remarkably well throughout the tour-
nament.

Gukesh was under severe time pressure, a fact that
Keymer acknowledged after the game, saying, “I am
a pawn up, and humanly, with the time situation that
we have, | actually did have very serious winning
chances,” underlining how the world champion was
left struggling to keep the position together in a tense
finish.

However, Gukesh struck a note of defiance after the
match, insisting that with four rounds still to go, he re-
mained hopeful of staging a serious comeback.

Indian women also lose

World Cup winner Divya Deshmukh (8.5 points) re-
linquished her grip on the top spot after a classical de-
feat to China’s five-time world champion Ju Wenjun
(8 points), slipping to second place but remaining well
within striking distance of leader Bibisara As-
saubayeva (9.5 points).

The Kazakh player edged further ahead after out-
lasting Koneru Humpy (5.5 points) in the Armaged-
don tie-break, following a hard-fought draw in
classical play.

For Humpy, it has been a frustrating campaign, as
she finds herself rooted at the bottom of the standings
and struggling to find rhythm, a stark contrast to her
impressive showing in the previous edition of Norway
Chess.

Results after Round 6:

Open: Vincent Keymer (GER, 8) bt D Gukesh
(IND, 6.5); Magnus Carlsen (NOR, 7.5) bt Alireza
Firouzja (FRA, 10); Wesley So (USA, 11.5) bt R Prag-
gnanandhaa (IND, 6).

Women: Bibisara Assaubayeva (KAZ, 9.5) bt
Koneru Humpy (IND, 5.5); Divya Deshmukh (IND,
8.5) lost to Ju Wenjun (CHN, 8); Zhu Jiner (CHN, 7)
bt Anna Muzychuk (UKR, 8). (PTI)

NEW DELHI, June 1: Virat
Kohli’s childhood coach Rajku-
mar Sharma believes the batting
great’s IPL performance in the
final was a timely reminder that
technique and temperament re-
main as relevant as power-hitting
in the shortest format.

Kohli once again delivered on
the biggest stage as Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru defended their
IPL title with a five-wicket win
over Gujarat Titans in the final in
Ahmedabad on Sunday, extend-
ing his remarkable run of consis-
tency in a format increasingly
dominated by ultra-aggressive
batting.

Kohli struck an unbeaten 75
off 42 balls, including nine fours
and three sixes, as RCB chased
down GT’s 155 for 8 in 18 overs.

Calling his former ward’s per-
formance “excellent” and “bril-
liant”, Sharma said Kohli’s
innings offered an important les-
son for young cricketers.

“That is a lesson for the
youngsters to understand that it’s
not about power-hitting only, not
about hitting sixes only. If you
are good with the technique, you
can always score big and that is
what Virat showed today also,”
Sharma told PTI Videos.

“If you have good technique,
good temperament... that is what
he has been doing for so long for
his franchise as well as for Indian
cricket. He has won so many

Technique, temperament still rule T20
cricket; Kohli proves it again: Sharma

French Open slaps Vallej
Witha65,000-euro fine over
SRSt Umpireremarks

PARIS, June 1: Adolfo Daniel
Vallejo was fined half his French
Open prize money after he said his
second-round match should not
have been umpired by a woman,
the tournament director announced
on Monday. Vallejo lost to French
teenager Moise Kouame last week
after a tense five-set battle that
lasted nearly five hours. He later
told the tennis website Clay that
“this sort of match needs to be um-
pired by a man.”

Following his 6-3, 7-5, 3-6, 2-6, 7-
6 (8) loss, Vallejo added: “It’s very
difficult for a woman to do it.”

Roland Garros director Amelie
Mauresmo told reporters at the
French Open that a 65,000 euros

/
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matches for India showing this
type of batting and he is an ex-
ample for the youngsters to un-
derstand and learn how T20
cricket is played.”

Kohli’s latest title-winning ef-
fort came in a season in which he
crossed the 600-run mark for the
fourth consecutive year despite
playing very little T20 cricket
outside the IPL.

Sharma  attributed  that
longevity to Kohli’s relentless
drive and match-winning mind-
set.

“He has been a champion
player. Everybody knows the
amount of matches he has won
for the country and that is why
everybody admires him because
he is a sort of player who likes to
win matches on his own and he

always keeps his team before
himself.

“That is why he is the most
loved cricketer in the world. He
is the most loved cricketer in
India. He is an inspiration for all
the youngsters and he has been
so consistent throughout his life,”
he said.

With Kohli set to return to
ODI cricket this month in the
home series against Afghanistan,
Sharma said the former India
captain continues to set bench-
marks through his fitness and
professionalism.

“Virat Kohli has been prepar-
ing so well for himself and he has
been an example. He is bringing
that fitness mantra not only for
the cricket community but for the
whole country. (PTI)

($76,000) fine was handed down to
the player, “representing roughly
half of his prize money.”

“This is clearly unacceptable,”
Mauresmo said. “Once again, such
remarks have no place here.” Play-
ers reaching the second round at the
French Open receive 130,000 euros.
Vallejo, from Paraguay, said the um-
pire, Ana Carvalho from Brazil, did
not control the spectators.

“It has to be refereed by a man,
because it’s a very demanding
crowd and you need a lot of
strength to go against the crowd,”
he said. “The crowd was very out
of line, but | understand they’re
supporting their compatriot. It’s
quite an intense crowd and that’s
why | was prepared; | already
knew it would be like that and, to
be honest, it didn’t harm me, but
rather strengthened him.” (AP)

Aguirre puts faith In a new generation as
Mexico seeks World Cup redemption

MEXICO CITY, June 1: Mexico coach
Javier Aguirre opted for a new generation
of players to use home ground advantage at
the World Cup in a bid to seek redemption
after one of the worst failures for El Tri in

modern times at Qatar 2022.

“El Vasco” Aguirre, guiding the Mexican
team into a World Cup for the third time,
Sunday overhauled a squad that floundered
in Qatar and failed to advance from the first
round for the first time since 1978.

He picked 13 players who weren’t part of
the squad four years ago. The most intrigu-
ing of them all is 17-year-old midfielder
Gilberto Mora, who could become the
youngest Mexican man to appear in a

World Cup.

Mexico’s youngest World Cup player is
Manuel “Chaquetas” Rosas, who was 18
years, 88 days when he played in the inau-

gural 1930 World Cup.

Brazil great Pele is among the seven
players who have contested a World Cup at
age 17 — the youngest of them all was
Northern Ireland’s Norman Whiteside in

1982 in Spain.

Depending on when Mora makes his
World Cup debut — Mexico opens against
South Africa on June 11 — he would be-
come the sixth or seventh on the interna-
tional all-time list for youngest players at

the tournament.

Among the veterans returning after the
disappointment of Qatar 2022 is goalkeeper
Guillermo Ochoa, who has been picked in
a World Cup squad for the sixth time.

Although Ochoa, who made his World
Cup debut in 2006, has only played in three
World Cups and is currently considered the
backup to starter Radl Rangel.

After taking on South Africa at the
Azteca stadium, Mexico will face South
Korea in Guadalajara and close out the first
round against Czechia on June 24.

Mexico, on a seven-match unbeaten
streak, has one more World Cup warmup
match against Serbia.

Meéxico:

Goalkeepers: Raul Rangel, Guillermo
Ochoa, Carlos Acevedo.

Defenders:
Véazquez, Israel Reyes, César Montes, Jorge
Sanchez, Mateo Chavez.

Midfielders: Edson Alvarez, Erik
Lira, Alvaro Fidalgo, Gilberto Mora,
Brian Gutierrez, Luis Romo, Orbelin
Pineda, Alexis Vega, Obed Vargas, Luis
Chavez.

Forwards: Roberto Alvarado, Santiago
Giménez, Raul Jiménez, Julian Quifiones,
Armando Gonzalez, Guillermo Martinez,
Cesar Huerta. (AP)

Jesls Gallardo, Johan
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Andy Flower: The Luis Enrique of RCB, transforming team to back-to-back IPL championships

AHMEDABAD, June 1: Accolades have been
pouring in for Virat Kohli, Rajat Patidar and Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar for helping Royal Challengers
Bengaluru lift their second IPL title on the bounce,
but another man might be having a soft chuckle of
satisfaction in a quiet corner.

Andy Flower — the silent revolutionary who
transformed RCB from history-seekers to history-
makers.

When he took over the reins in August 2023,
RCB were still searching for their first IPL title,
leaving them a target for merciless social media
trolls.

It would not be an exaggeration to think that the
Royal Challengers then were the Paris St Germain
of the IPL, a team thriving on Galacticos culture.

Just like the PSG, now two-time UEFA Champi-
ons League winners under Luis Enrique, the Royal
Challengers too went through years of disappoint-
ment despite assembling a glittering array of stars.

Along with Kohli, they had some of the best in

T20 business such as AB de Villiers, Chris Gayle,
Dale Steyn, Shane Watson, Yuvraj Singh etc.

Similar to PSG finding their Messiah in Enrique
in 2023, the same year as Flower joined the Ben-
galuru side, RCB found theirs in the Zimbabwean
— a no-nonsense cricketing brain who believes in
structure and cohesion to bring in desired results.

Flower came with proven multi-level credentials,
having guided England to the Ashes in 2005, a Test
series win in India (2012) and the 2010 T20 World
Cup.

At the club level, he had orchestrated the title
wins for Multan Sultans, Gulf Giants, Trent Rock-
ets and Maratha Arabians in various franchise
leagues. It mirrored Enrique’s treble-winning suc-
cess with Barcelona, and ending PSG’s 55-year
wait for an European crown.

But for all that, Flower needed to break the set
patterns in the Royal Challengers establishment.

Once he took over from Mike Hesson, Flower’s
concentration was to fortify RCB’s bowling, yet,

the signing of Bhuvneshwar Kumar ahead of IPL
2025 for Rs 10.75 crore raised a lot of eyebrows.

But it proved a master-stroke as the veteran pacer
amassed 45 wickets across two IPL seasons, lead-
ing RCB’s bowling unit with aplomb.

Flower, a known supporter of young talents,
worked along with mentor Dinesh Karthik, Director
of Cricket Mo Bobat and a slew of scouts to rope
in some young bowlers like Rasikh Salam Dhar,

Suyash Sharma, Abhinandan Singh and Mangesh
Yadav. Skipper Patidar stressed on Flower’s ability
to work effectively with seasoned stars and upcom-
ing talents.

“I can say | have played for four years in the IPL.
He is one of the best coaches, | feel, because of the
way he handles players.

“Not only players who are playing, but the play-
ers who are not playing, the new players in the
team, those are playing their first IPL season, he
spends a lot of time with every individual. | don’t
have enough words for him, but he is the best coach
I have played under,” gushed Patidar.

The 33-year-old offered the example of Rasikh
Dhar to underline his argument.

Dhar took 19 wickets in IPL 2026 to splendidly
support the lead cast of Bhuvneshwar and Josh Ha-
zlewood.

“When we gave a chance to Dhar, he looked con-
fident. He is very much confident about his skills,
about his slower balls, back of the hands and york-

ers. | think he supported Bhuvi and Josh in IPL
2026 well. Whenever | see him, he has clarity about
his role,” he said.

That clarity, Patidar felt, emanates from the equal
treatment of players without worrying about their
pay grade.

“Definitely, | think the culture has changed.
There have been a lot of changes in the mindset of
the players. | think all the credit goes to the coach-
ing staff because of the way they are handling the
players.

“They know that new players are also an impor-
tant part of the team, not only the experienced play-
ers. Our coaching staff is treating every player
equally and that is the change | feel,” he explained.

The cultural change under Flower is visible now.
For years, RCB have experimented with coaches
who can give them that elusive title.

When they found the right one, he brought it
twice in a row to RCB headquarters in Ben-
galuru. (PTI)

3“*WT20I India look for better effort from middle-order batters in series decider - Divyanshi makes history with double

TAUNTON, June 1:

Indian team will ex-

got starts in the second match.

For England also, batting has been a con-

pect more from the dependable duo of
Deepti Sharma and Richa Ghosh as it aims
to sort out its middle order woes going into
the third and final women’s T20 Interna-
tional against hosts England here on Tues-
day.

With the series locked at 1-1, a victory in
the decider will not just be another overseas
bilateral win but a shot in the arm for either
team before the start of the Women’s T20
World Cup later this month.

For India, this series is also the dress re-
hearsal to check out the ideal combinations
based on English conditions going into the
marquee event.

In the first couple of games, Yastika Bha-
tia with a half-century and a 30 odd has by
far looked the best batter. Jemimah Ro-
drigues also got a fifty while the elegant Sm-

However, in both games India lost mo-
mentum towards the last five overs and the
big-hitter Richa hasn’t exactly fired in both
games.

In the first game, fabulous batting by Bhatia
and Rodrigues had ensured that India ended up
with a healthy 188/7 despite only 40 runs being
scored between overs 16 and 20.

In the second game, India were sitting
pretty at 70 for 1 in a chase of 169 but it was
an unmitigated disaster between overs 16
and 20 when they were reduced to 28 for
five.

Save Richa, there aren’t many six-hitters
and skipper Harmanpreet, who is perhaps the
cleanest aerial hitter in the team, will have
to take the onus of batting till the end of 20
overs and take the total closer to 190-200,
which is eight out of ten times a winning

cern, as Amy Jones’ 67 is the only half-cen-
tury across two games while most of the
other seasoned batters got starts but couldn’t
carry on with the momentum for sustained
periods of time.

Teams :

India: Harmanpreet Kaur (C), Smriti
Mandhana (VC), Shafali Verma, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Bharti Fulmali, Deepti Sharma,
Richa Ghosh (WK), Sree Charani, Yastika
Bhatia (WK), Nandni Sharma, Arundhati
Reddy, Renuka Thakur, Kranti Gaud,
Shreyanka Patil, Radha Yadav.

England: Em Arlott, Tammy Beaumont,
Lauren Bell, Alice Capsey, Charlie Dean,
Sophia Dunkley, Sophie Ecclestone, Lauren
Filer, Amy Jones, Nat Sciver-Brunt, Paige
Scholfield, Linsey Smith, Danni Wyatt-
Hodge, Issy Wong.

00ld In WTT Pristina Fegder series

We made miscalculation of
What Score was appropriate
onthat pltch V|kram Solank|

AHMEDABAD, June 1: Gu-
jarat Titans’ Director of Cricket
Vikram Solanki admitted that
they “miscalculated” an appro-
priate score on the Narendra
Modi Stadium pitch, leading to
a five-wicket defeat at the hands
of Royal Challengers Bengaluru
in the IPL 2026 final.

The Titans settled for an
under-par 155 for eight, and
RCB scaled down the target in
18 overs to lift back-to-back IPL
titles here on Sunday night.

“l think we probably just
made a slight miscalculation ac-
tually of what score was appro-
priate on that pitch. | don’t think
it was a 200-plus pitch,” said
Solanki in the post-match press
conference.

“...If we had got somewhere
around that 180 mark, | think
that would have been a chal-
lenging total for them to chase,”
he added.

Solanki rued that GT’s total of
155 for eight in the IPL final
was at least 25 runs short of a
defendable target.

“| think we were probably 20-
25 runs short, but it was excep-
tional to see the fight and the
hunger the guys showed to bring
that game to close to the finish.

“We had an opportunity to
challenge RCB in parts but they
were the better side today and |
think that’s just as simple as it
is,” he said.

But the defeat in the title clash
and GT’s hectic schedule in the
last couple of days did not pre-
vent Solanki to give due credit
to the RCB.

The GT played the Qualifier 2
on Friday at Dharamsala before
their travel to Ahmedabad on
Saturday was delayed because
of inclement weather.

“As far as our campaign is
concerned we’re immensely
proud as a group of what we’ve
achieved, there’s no question we
would have liked to have gone
one step further.

“But the fact is that RCB have
beaten us and we must be strong
enough and hold our heads up
high in being proud of the cam-
paign that we’ve put together,
yet also be gracious enough to to
congratulate RCB,” he said.

Solanki lauded RCB senior
batter Virat Kohli for playing
another match-winning innings,
this time an unbeaten 75 off 42
balls.

“Virat...we’re all privileged
to see good players play and
Virat is an exceptional player.
He played a great knock for his
team. I’m probably not celebrat-
ing that knock right now.

“Virat played obviously very
well to sort of almost anchor
that chase and guide that chase
as he did,” he added. (PTI)

riti Mandhana and destructive Shafali Verma

score in women’s cricket.

Germany looking for World Cup
redemption after successive early exits

BERLIN, June 1: The memories
of two successive World Cup
group-stage exits weigh heavily
on the Germany team before an-
other attempt at restoring lost
pride.

Surely
again?

Germany, the four-time world
champion, has been on a quest for
redemption since its ignoble exit
from the 2022 World Cup in
Qatar marked a new low for the
national team. Hansi Flick, the
Germany coach at the time, held
on for six more games before
making way after three straight
defeats.

Julian Nagelsmann took over
in time for the 2024 European
Championship and marked a new
beginning with young, exciting
players. Germany, the host, lost to
eventual champion Spain in the
quarterfinals, when Nagelsmann
said there had been little between
the teams and bullishly lamented
having to wait two years before
becoming world champion.

Nagelsmann has maintained
that stance and repeated it again
Thursday, even if his late decision
to recall veteran goalkeeper Man-
ual Neuer from two years of inter-
national retirement indicates a
lack of conviction in Oliver Bau-
mann, whom he’d previously in-
dicated would be the No. 1 in goal
after solid performances in quali-

fying.

it couldn’t happen

Neuer is the only remaining
member of the World Cup-win-
ning team from 2014 in the Ger-
many squad.

Calculated riskNagelsmann ac-
knowledged that Neuer’s return is
“a blow” for Baumann, a team
player who is unlikely to grumble
in public about the decision. But
the 40-year-old Neuer’s experi-
ence over 124 games for Ger-
many could be a boon for the
squad in what will be the goal-
keeper’s fifth World Cup tourna-
ment.

“Everyone knows what kind of
aura he possesses and the quality
he brings to a team,” Nagelsmann
said. “We don’t have a goalkeeper

problem.”
Neuer is just over two years
older than the 38-year-old

Nagelsmann — who will be at his
first World Cup.

His inclusion lifts the average
age of the squad to 27.98 years,
the oldest since the 2002 World
Cup under Rudi Véller, Kicker
magazine reported.

Neuer’s teammate at Bayern
Munich, Joshua Kimmich, will
captain the side.

The only concerns are Neuer’s
recurring injuries. Neuer was to
miss Bayern Munich’s German
Cup final against Stuttgart be-
cause of a calf injury.

Another group-stage flop un-
thinkableGermany’s problems at
the last two World Cups started
with opening defeats to Mexico
and Japan in Russia and Qatar, re-
spectively.

Tournament newcomer Cu-
racao is unlikely to spring a sur-
prise when they meet for their
Group E opener in Houston on
June 14. (AP)

Match starts at 11:00pm IST. (PTI)

Football World
Cup to be telecast
live in India

NEW DELHI, June 1: In a big
relief for the football fans in India,
the 2026 FIFA World Cup will be
broadcast live in the country as
the world governing body and the
*Z’ group on Monday reached an
agreement just 10 days before the
start of the showpiece on June 11.

The World Cup, to be co-hosted

by the USA, Canada and Mexico,
will be broadcast live on televi-
sion by Zee Entertainment
through their newly launched
Unite8 Sports network, while live
streaming will be available on Zee
5 app.
The 2026 World Cup broadcast
agreement was part of a deal that
covers major FIFA tournaments to
audiences in India until 2034. The
tournaments include 2030 World
Cup to be co-hosted by Morocco,
Portugal, and Spain, with special
centenary celebration matches
taking place in Uruguay, Ar-
gentina, and Paraguay, 2027
Women’s World Cup, among oth-
ers.

“FIFA and ‘Z’ announce agree-
ment to bring FIFA World Cup
2026 and major FIFA tournaments
to audiences in India until 2034,”
a joint statement said.

“The partnership will see
matches and related programming
distributed across ‘Z”’s linear tel-
evision channels  (UNITES
Sports) and digital platform (Zee
5), with multi-language coverage
designed to increase accessibility
and fan engagement across India,
including for the FIFA World Cup
2026. (PTI)

PRISTINA (KOSOVO), June 1:
15-year-old Divyanshi Bhowmick
produced a dream performance to

become the youngest Indian
woman ever to win a WTT Feeder
Women'’s Singles title here.

The young Indian star, ranked
World No. 211, showcased extraor-
dinary composure and fighting
spirit to defeat Chinese Taipei’s
Yeh Yi-Tian, the World No. 38, in
a thrilling five-game final.

After dropping the opening
game, Divyanshi mounted a spir-
ited comeback to register a memo-
rable 3-2 (8-11, 11-8, 11-5, 7-11,
11-7) victory, announcing her ar-
rival on the senior international
stage in emphatic fashion.

The victory is not only historic
for Indian table tennis but also
places Divyanshi in elite company
globally. At just 15 years of age,
she is believed to be the second-
youngest player in the world, after
Japan’s prodigious Miwa Hari-
moto, to capture a Women’s Sin-
gles title on the WTT Feeder
circuit.

Divyanshi’s triumph was the
culmination of a remarkable week
in Prishtina, where she demon-
strated maturity well beyond her
years, overcoming higher-ranked
and more experienced opponents
with fearless attacking play and
unwavering confidence.

Adding further sparkle to an
already unforgettable campaign,
Divyanshi also clinched the
Women’s Doubles gold medal
alongside fellow Indian teenager
Syndrela Das.

The talented Indian pair defeated
the Japanese combination of Sachi
Aoki and Cocona Muramatsu in a
pulsating final that kept spectators
on the edge of their seats.

After losing the opening game,
the Indians fought back brilliantly
to prevail 3-2 (7-11, 14-12, 12-14,
11-8, 11-7) in a contest lasting a lit-
tle over 30 minutes. Their re-
silience under pressure, especially
in the crucial closing stages, high-
lighted the growing maturity of
one of India’s most promising part-
nerships. (PTI)

South Africa soccer body says World Cup
squad will depart Monday after visa delay

JOHANNESBURG, June 1: South Africa’s World Cup squad will leave
for the tournament on Monday after problems with travel visas delayed
their departure, the national soccer body said.

South Africa plays co-host Mexico in the opening game of the World
Cup on June 11 in Mexico City. It plays one of its group games in the
U.S. The South African team was due to depart Sunday but had not se-
cured visas for the U.S. for some players and backroom staff members,
the sports minister said. Sports Minister Gayton McKenzie posted on X
that the “debacle” over visas was caused by an administrative error by
team officials and called it embarrassing. He demanded a report from the

South African Football Association.
“We are being made to look like fools,”

McKenzie wrote on social

media. The association said Monday that it had now secured visas for all
the players, though four staff members still didn’t have visas. They were
an assistant coach, the team doctor, the head of security and an analyst,

McKenzie said. (AP)

Brisbane begins work on the 2032
Olympics main stadium at Victoria Park

BRISBANE, June 1: Protestors have been
moved along and excavation machinery has
been moved in as work on the main stadium
for the 2032 Olympics got under way Mon-
day, almost five years after Brisbane was
awarded rights to the Summer Games.

The Games Independent Infrastructure
and Coordination Authority took ownership
of the inner city Victoria Park site from the
Brisbane City Council at midnight, and tem-
porary perimeter fencing was erected ahead
of construction on the 3.6 billion Australian
dollar ($2.6 billion) Brisbane Olympics
main stadium.

There was a heavy security presence again
Monday, days after Queensland state police
arrested five people and council staff began
dismantling protest camp sites on the park-
lands.

A small group of activists was relocated
from inside to outside the perimeter fencing
in the parklands just after midnight.

Queensland state Premier David Crisafulli
turned the first sod, and said the people had
been urging his government to “get on with it.”

“It’s game on — we have a plan to deliver
for the 2032 Games and beyond, and today,
we get cracking on delivering it,” he told a
news conference. “Victoria Park will be the
beating sport, cultural and green heart of
Brisbane, and a place all Queenslanders can
be proud of.”

Crisafulli said he respected the rights of
protestors, but not between “excavators and
bulldozers.”

Indigenous and environment groups have
protested the construction of a major sta-
dium in the heritage-listed park close to
downtown Brisbane, saying the green space
and culturally significant sites would be lost
for future generations in the state capital.

Crisafulli said after construction, more
than two-thirds of Victoria Park would be
green public space.

Hundreds of protestors had gathered at the
site on Sunday afternoon but with dozens of
police at the park entrance and patrolling the

area early Monday, it was a quiet start on a cool
but sunny first winter morning in Australia.

Save Victoria Park organiser Andrea Lunt
told Australian Associated Press that protest-
ers were considering their next steps.

“This space with its heritage and its his-
tory is such a special asset for Brisbane,” she
said. “We’re not an anti-Olympics group, but
we don’t support the Olympics in its current
form.”

The International Olympic Committee last
year backed the Queensland government’s
2032 venue plan after several false starts,
saying the Brisbane Games were “on the
right path.”

Queensland state won the bid to host the
2032 Games and has backing from Aus-
tralia’s government for the construction of
venues. The state government last year ex-
empted Victoria Park from heritage, environ-
mental and planning laws, and has converted
it to freehold land. Indigenous, heritage and
environmental groups have challenged the
construction plans.

Federal Environment Minister Murray
Watt said he had received 10 applications
seeking to protect a significant Aboriginal
site “under threat of injury or desecration” at
the park.

Watt said he has declined some applica-
tions but is still considering others.

He told Australian Broadcasting Corp.
radio that cultural heritage declarations were
not designed to stop the project, but instead
to set out what must be done “to preserve or
protect an area from being injured in some
way or desecrated in some way.”

Five people were arrested Friday after
protestors were taken by surprise in camps
set up at the site that until Sunday was home
to a golf driving range, a popular wedding
and events venue, and open parklands.

The five were taken into custody for ob-
structing and assaulting police officers, a po-
lice spokesperson said, adding that one of
those arrested was later released without
charge. (AP)

RCB skipper Patidar
dedicates IPL trophy
to stampede victims

AHMEDABAD, June 1: Royal
Challengers Bengaluru skipper
Rajat Patidar shelved his stoic side
for a few moments and dedicated
his team’s second IPL trophy to the
fans who died in the stampede last
year.

The hurriedly organised victory
celebrations of RCB after they won
their maiden IPL title in June last
year led to a stampede, causing the
death of 11 fans outside the M Chin-
naswamy Stadium.

“Obviously, you feel bad. You
lost your fans after winning the
game. Not just the fans, they are the
family members,” Patidar said in
the post-match press conference
after RCB beat Gujarat Titans by
five wickets to bag their second IPL
title in a row here on Sunday night.

“l always want to dedicate this
trophy to them. That’s it. | don’t
have words to express that feeling,”
he added. The whole train of inci-
dents after the tragic turn of events
resulted in the Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium getting deprived of top-flight
cricket for nearly eight months.

After several rounds of discussions,
inspections and renovation works, the
Karnataka Government and the BCCI
green lighted the return of cricket to
the fabled venue. (PTI)
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