
US, Iran and mediators hold talks  
ZURICH, June 21: Delegations
led by US Vice President JD Vance
and Iranian Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf initi-
ated talks aimed at restoring peace
in West Asia in the Swiss mountain
resort of Burgenstock on Sunday. 
Pakistan Prime Minister She-

hbaz Sharif and senior Qatari lead-
ers were also present as mediators
in the quadrilateral talks – termed
as the Lake Lucerne Summit. 
The discussions are focused on

implementing key provisions of a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) signed last week by US
President Donald Trump and Iran-
ian President Masoud Pezeshkian,
with Sharif signing as a guarantor. 
The MoU marked the beginning

of a 60-day negotiation window to
restore peace in West Asia with
focus on key areas that include
Iran’s nuclear programme, sanc-
tions imposed on it and Israel’s of-
fensive in Lebanon. 
Discussions on the technical as-

pects of the negotiations were sup-
posed to begin on Friday, but were
delayed, primarily due to fresh
rounds of firing between Israel and
Iran-backed Hezbollah. 
On Sunday, it was the first time

in 10 weeks that top leaders from
the US and Iran gathered in the

same room for direct negotiations
– after their last meeting in Islam-
abad in April when they failed to
clinch a deal. 
Other top negotiators who are

participating in Sunday’s talks in-
clude envoy Steve Witkoff and ad-
viser Jared Kushner from the US
side, Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi and diplomat Esmaeil
Baghaei from the Iranian side, and
Pakistan’s Chief of Defence Forces
Asim Munir. 
“The opening of the Strait of

Hormuz, the ending of the Iranian
nuclear programme, all of these
things have already been accom-
plished,” said Vance ahead of the

quadrilateral talks on Sunday. 
“The question before us now is

how much more can we accom-
plish together? Can we turn over a
new leaf? Can we change relations
in the Middle East permanently or
do we go back to doing things the
old way, which is not our prefer-
ence.”  Calling it a “historic” meet-
ing, he said: “Never before has the
Iranian and American leadership
met at such a high level.”
Ahead of the talks, Baghaei said

in a post on X: “The Islamic Re-
public of Iran is determined to
meticulously and seriously pursue
the process of implementing the
other party's commitments.” 

Baghaei highlighted that the im-
plementation of the MoU demands
the end of the war “on all fronts”,
without which “entry into the ne-
gotiation phase for the final agree-
ment is not possible”. 
Ahead of the quadrilateral meet-

ing, Pakistan PM Sharif praised
Trump and appreciated the roles of
Iranian leaders. 
“Hopefully when we go back to

our homes, we'll have some won-
derful paper in our hand which will
promote peace, progress and pros-
perity around the globe,” he said in
a press briefing, standing alongside
Vance and Qatar’s Prime Minister
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrah-
man bin Jassim Al Thani. 
The Qatari prime minister said:

“Hopefully, this is just the begin-
ning, and I wish everyone all the
best. Qatar will stay dedicated to
this partnership to support these
mediations until the end, until we
reach a solution. We will always be
a partner in bringing more peace,
prosperity, and hopefully a better
future for our region.”
It has been widely reported that

Lebanon is expected to dominate
discussions after recent clashes be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah threat-
ened the fragile US-Iran ceasefire
agreement, while Vance has indi-

cated that the US hopes to make
advancements on negotiations sur-
rounding Iran's nuclear stock. 
On Sunday, Rafael Mariano

Grossi, the director of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency, said
that he met Ignazio Cassis, vice
president of the Swiss Federal
Council, in Burgenstock “to take
stock of recent developments re-
garding Iran, the path ahead and
the important role” of the agency,
as he also shared photographs with
Cassis on X. Cassis also met
Araghchi on the sidelines of the
negotiations on Sunday. 
After the meeting, he posted:

“At the Lake Lucerne Summit, we
offer the framework for discussion
and dialogue. In a challenging con-
text, the relationship of trust be-
tween Switzerland and Iran,
reflected in our protecting power
mandate, remains in the service of
diplomacy and for peace and secu-
rity in the Middle East.” 
The talks represent a continua-

tion of diplomatic efforts to ease
tensions in the region following
weeks of escalating military ex-
changes involving the US, Iran and
Israel. Its aim is to formally launch
negotiations over curbing Tehran's
nuclear programme and advancing
the fragile (ConTD. on PAgE-2)

Modi leads Yoga Day celebrations in Kolkata, Murmu performs ‘asanas’ at Jabalpur
KOLKATA/JABALPUR, June
21: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
led the country in celebrating the
12th International Day of Yoga
(IDY) on Sunday, participating in
an event along with thousands of
people at Kolkata's iconic Red
Road, while President Droupadi
Murmu joined the member of the
public in performing “asanas” at
Jabalpur.
Similar events were held across

the country, with Union ministers,
chief ministers and governors tak-
ing part.
Dressed in a white T-shirt and a

white pair of trousers, Modi was
seen walking among the partici-
pants during the 40-minute ses-
sion, closely observing the
performance of yoga protocols and
ensuring that those were being fol-
lowed correctly.
At several points, he also as-

sisted the participants in correcting
their postures.
Addressing the nation on the oc-

casion, the prime minister said
yoga has become the world's
largest community celebration,
bringing people together from
across countries and cultures.
“June 21, which marks the

longest day on earth, has now be-
come the largest community cele-
bration day because of yoga. Yoga
brings people together. I congratu-
late the people of the world on this
occasion,” he said.
Referring to this year's IDY

theme -- “Yoga for healthy ageing”
-- Modi said the ancient practice
plays a crucial role in promoting
physical health, mental well-being
and active ageing, thereby improv-
ing the quality of life.
“Our target is to be more flexible

at 40 than we were at 20. We aim
to be more energetic at 50 than we
were at 30. Our target must be to
be more resistant to lifestyle-re-
lated diseases at 70 than we were
at 50. This is where yoga can help
us,” he added.

Since its inception in 2015,
when the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) adopted India's
proposal to observe June 21 as the
International Day of Yoga, Modi
has led the celebrations from vari-

ous locations, including New
Delhi, Chandigarh, Lucknow, My-
suru, New York, Srinagar and
Visakhapatnam.
Murmu said yoga is an invalu-

able gift of India's cultural heritage

to the world, playing a vital role in
guiding humanity towards peace
and harmony amid multiple global
challenges.
The president took part in a mass

yoga session at Jabalpur's Garrison

Ground. Dressed in a white salwar-
kurta, she performed various
“asanas” on a blue mat.
Addressing the gathering,

Murmu said, “We are celebrating
India's great tradition that has
shown humanity the path to a
healthy, balanced and meaningful
life. Yoga is an invaluable gift of
our cultural heritage to the global
community. It is the result of thou-
sands of years of penance by our
sages and seers.”
Vice President C P Radhakrish-

nan joined hundreds of yoga enthu-
siasts at the Astro Turf Stadium in
Ladakh's Spituk. The celebrations
featured a mass yoga session, with
the participants performing various
“asanas” against the scenic back-
drop of the Himalayan mountains.
Celebrating the IDY at the In-

dian Air Force's Advanced Land-
ing Ground in Meghalaya's Upper
Shillong, Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh extended greetings to
people and described yoga as “not

merely the foundation of a healthy
body, but a path to living a bal-
anced and disciplined life”.
“Through the continuous efforts

and visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, this
cultural heritage of India has today
become a global people's move-
ment,” he said in a post on X.
While Union Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman joined Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma in observing the Yoga Day
at the Brahmaputra riverfront in
Guwahati, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath per-
formed “asanas” at the Jhansi Fort
complex in Jhansi.
Similar events were organised in

Delhi, Imphal, Ranchi, Gangtok,
Chandigarh, Vijayawada, Itanagar,
Thiruvananthapuram, Chennai,
Coimbatore, Ahmedabad, Mum-
bai, Bhubaneswar and Jaipur,
among other places, with gover-
nors and chief ministers taking
part. (ConTD. on PAgE-2)

THE HILLS TIMES
Voice of the hills people

27 YEARS OF DEDICATED JOURNALISM

PUBLISHED SIMULTANEOUSLY FROM GUWAHATI & DIPHU

www.thehillstimes.in

Vol .No. III     Issue No. 105    RNI-ASSENG/2023/86488          GUWAHATI, MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2026          PAGES  8   PRICE ` 8

  

NA
TI

ON
NE

6

7

West Asia peace initiative back on track 

NEW DELHI, June 21: Over 20
lakh medical aspirants took a sec-
ond shot at the NEET (UG) exam-
ination on Sunday after the original
test was cancelled due to paper
leaks, an issue that became a hot
potato for the government and also
triggered a popular protest move-
ment.
Abhishek Singh, the director

General of the National Testing
Agency (NTA), which has been re-
ceiving flak following the paper
leak row, said the whole-of-gov-
ernment approach helped it to con-
duct the mammoth exercise in
record time.
In a statement, NTA said more

than 20 lakh candidates appeared
for the NEET (UG) 2026 re-exam-
ination across 5,440 centres in
India and 14 centres abroad. The
exam was conducted in 13 lan-
guages, including Hindi and Eng-
lish. “This was not the NTA acting
alone. It was Team Bharat - a chain
of people across the country who
showed up so that, for each candi-
date, the only thing that mattered
that morning was the paper in front
of them,” the agency said.
“In all, around 7 lakh officials -

police teams, observers and exam-
ination staff - were mobilised
across India to conduct this exam-
ination, and it was done in a record
37 days. NTA is especially grateful
to the experts from academic insti-
tutions across the country who
gave their personal time to help
prepare multiple sets of question
papers,” the NTA said.
Union Education minister Dhar-

mendra Pradhan reviewed arrange-
ments for the smooth conduct of
the re-examination at the NTA
headquarters in Delhi's Okhla.
“NTA apprised the minister of

the logistical and technical
arrangements put in place for the
efficient and transparent conduct
of the examination,” the Ministry
of Education said.
The NTA said extensive

arrangements were made for all

candidates, including more than
10,000 Persons with Disabilities.
“Special arrangements were put

in place for around 81 candidates
with medical conditions, among
them a child who had been in a
road accident, and a child undergo-
ing chemotherapy, who were deter-
mined not to miss an exam they
had prepared for years,” it said.
The agency said Aadhaar-based

biometric and face authentication,
CCTV surveillance, jammers and
two-layer frisking with the support
of state police were deployed at ex-
amination centres. “Command and
control centres for CCTV monitor-
ing were established at the national
level - at the NTA and at the Min-
istry of Education, at 34 Centrally
Funded Institutions of the Depart-
ment of Higher Education, in every
State, and at District Collec-
torates,” it said.
“There were some minor reports

regarding people coming with
wrong admit cards, people coming
with some forged admit cards at a
few places; impersonation cases
were also found out,” NTA DG
Abhishek Singh said.
“At a few places, somebody was

trying to take a mobile phone; ac-
tion has been taken on that because
that's the purpose of putting frisk-
ing, when you put CCTV cameras,
when you put handheld metal de-
tectors, to not allow any unfair
means... and there were a few peo-
ple who were trying to do that, but
they were not able to,” he said.
While a probe is underway into

the alleged paper leak, the newly
formed Cockroach Janta Party led
by Abhijeet Dipke, which started
as an online campaign, has been
holding protests in the country, de-
manding the education minister's
resignation over the alleged exam-
ination irregularities.
The NTA said the conduct of the

examination drew on the support
of CAPF, the Ministry of External
Affairs, the Department of Posts,
the Indian (ConTD. on PAgE-2)

Lakhs appear for NEET 
re-test amid tight security

GUWAHATI, June 21: Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman joined
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma in observing Yoga Day at the
Brahmaputra riverfront here on Sunday.
The Union minister has been in the
northeastern region for the past four days
on various official engagements.
At the yoga session held at the

Brahmaputra riverfront, state Cabinet
ministers Ajanta Neog and Ashok Sing-
hal, along with people from various
walks of life, were present besides
Sitharaman and Sarma.
“Nirmala Sitharaman participated in

the celebrations of the 12th International
Day of Yoga at the Brahmaputra River-

front in Guwahati, Assam,” her office
said in a post on X.
“This year's theme is 'Yoga for

Healthy Ageing', which emphasises the
importance of yoga for all ages. It high-
lights the need to enhance not only lifes-
pan but also 'healthspan', i.e. the period
of life spent in good health,” it added.
Sitharaman reached Guwahati on

Thursday and attended various pro-
grammes in Meghalaya over the next two
days, including a seminar on “Leveraging
Externally Aided Projects (EAPs) in the
North-Eastern States”. She had returned
to Guwahati on Saturday night. (PTI)

Sitharaman participates in Yoga
Day celebration in Guwahati

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, June 21: Army Chief
General Upendra Dwivedi, accom-
panied by his wife, participated in
the International Yoga Day pro-
gramme organised at Meghna Sta-
dium in the Solmara Army
cantonment here on Sunday.
The event, held under the aegis

of the Indian Army, witnessed the
participation of senior army offi-
cers from Delhi along with person-
nel from the Fourth Corps based in
Tezpur, (ConTD. on PAgE-2)

‘Yoga offers a path to inner
stability, mental clarity’ 

Northeast marks International Day of Yoga
with calls for wellness, healthy ageing
Jan Kalyan Shivir on natural
farming held in Pasighat

Strong maritime capability deciding factor for
country’s economic, strategic influence: Modi
Cong makes strong pitch for making
right to vote a fundamental right

‘Yoga brings people together. I congratulate the people of the world on this occasion’

HT Correspondent
NAGAON, June 21: A pall of gloom de-
scended over Nagaon following
the demise of noted sports organ-
iser, journalist and social worker
Rajen Borkakoti on Saturday
morning.
He was 95.
Borkakoti, a resident of New

Amolapatty in Nagaon town,
breathed his last at his residence
due to age-related ailments.
Born at Shenchowa in Nagaon

district, Rajen Borkakoti earned repute as a
prominent sports organiser. He played a pi-

oneering role in establishing basketball in
Assam and was the founder secretary of the

Assam Basketball Association.
Associated with the Nagaon
Sports Association since its in-
ception, he also formed the Na-
gaon Wrestling Association and
popularised the sport in the dis-
trict. In recognition of his con-
tribution to sports, he was
awarded the sports pension by
the Government of Assam.

A retired employee of the Nagaon Deputy
Commissioner’s office, Borkakoti was associ-
ated with journalism (ConTD. on PAgE-2)

Noted sports organiser, journalist
Rajen Borkakoti passes away

Himanta urges all to make
yoga part of daily lives

GUWAHATI, June 21: Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Sunday urged all to
make yoga a part of their daily
lives, calling the traditional prac-
tice “India's gift to the world”.
He said yoga is being promoted

as a way to achieve an active and
disease-free lifestyle.
Sarma participated in the state-

level celebration of the 12th Inter-
national Day of Yoga at the
Brahmaputra Riverfront here,
along with Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.
As part of the Yoga Day, simul-

taneous sessions were organised
across 23,498 villages at 37,383
venues, with participation of over
32 lakh women self-help group
members, under a joint initiative
by National Ayush Mission and
Assam State Rural Livelihoods
Mission, officials said.
“Rooted in the timeless wisdom

of Bharat, Yoga continues to guide
millions towards a healthier, more

balanced and mindful life. On #In-
ternationalYogaDay, let us cele-
brate this ancient tradition and
resolve to make it a part of our
daily lives,” Sarma said in a post
on X.
In a series of social media posts,

he said yoga is India's gift to the
world and an ancient ingredient for
a fit and healthy lifestyle. “Under

the stewardship of Adarniya
@narendramodi ji, this healthy
practice is now a global move-
ment. This morning, I joined Smt.
@nsitharaman ji for a yoga session
by the Brahmaputra,” he added.
Sarma said over the last 12 years, the
way to an active and disease-free
lifestyle is being promoted through
Yoga Day.  (ConTD. on PAgE-2)

HT Bureau 
SHILLONG, June 21: Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh led the
Defence Forces and the Ministry of Defence in celebrating the 12th In-
ternational Day of Yoga (IDY) by performing various asanas & breathing
exercises with around 1,000 soldiers of the Indian Air Force and the Indian
Army at the Eastern Air Command Headquarters in Shillong on Sunday. 
Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma, Chief of the Air Staff

Air Chief Marshal AP Singh, Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern
Air Command Air Marshal Inderpal Singh Walia, and General Officer Com-
manding of Headquarters 101 Area Lieutenant General Mohit Wadhwa also
performed Yoga along with Raksha Mantri. (ConTD. on PAgE-2)

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Chief Minister Conrad Sangma
along with others take part in 12th International Day of Yoga (IDY) Eastern

Air Command Headquarters in Shillong on Sunday. HT Photo

Army Chief stresses
role of Yoga in 

soldiers’ well-being
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Amid global uncertainties, par panel to study
evolving economic conditions in India

Contd. from Page 1...

NEW DELHI, June 21: India’s
crude oil imports from Russia
surged in June, while shipments
from the United Arab Emirates
were near-record levels as refiners
sought to secure supplies ahead of
the full restoration of flows from
Gulf producers following the re-
opening of the Strait of Hormuz,
analysts said.
India imported an average of

2.66 million barrels per day of
crude oil from Russia in June,
through June 19, compared to 1.91
million bpd in May, data from mar-
itime and commodity intelligence
firm Kpler showed, cementing
Moscow’s position as the country’s
largest oil supplier. Imports from
the United Arab Emirates stood at
6,36,000 barrels per day (bpd) in
June, through June 19, marginally
below the record 6,44,000 bpd im-
ported in May, while Venezuela
emerged as India’s fourth-largest
crude supplier with shipments of
2,09,000 bpd, behind Saudi Ara-
bia’s 384,000 bpd. Imports from
the United States fell sharply to
91,000 bpd from 2,52,000 bpd in
May, according to Kpler data.
The purchases underscore

India’s strategy of diversifying
sourcing, with Russian barrels re-
maining attractive due to discounts
and UAE supplies helping offset

uncertainty surrounding shipments
through the strategic waterway of
the Strait of Hormuz.
India, the world’s third-largest

energy importer, depends heavily
on the Gulf region for crude oil,
LNG and LPG. Supplies were dis-
rupted after Iran closed the Strait of
Hormuz, following US and Israeli
attacks, choking a key energy ar-
tery that carries about 20 per cent
of global oil consumption and
serves as the principal export route
for Gulf producers, including Saudi
Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, the United
Arab Emirates and Qatar. Oil ship-
ments through the Strait of Hormuz
began recovering late last week

after the US and Iran agreed to a
ceasefire. However, the truce re-
mains fragile, with Iranian author-
ities accusing Israel of violating the
agreement, raising concerns over
the durability of the reopening.
According to Sumit Ritolia, Sen-

ior Manager - Modelling at Kpler,
a reopening of the Strait of Hormuz
is expected to provide the quickest
relief to India’s liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) supplies, while crude oil
and liquefied natural gas (LNG)
imports are likely to see a more
gradual normalisation as the coun-
try has already adapted to months
of disruption through diversifica-
tion and alternative supply routes.

The impact of the Strait of Hor-
muz disruption varied sharply
across fuels, with LPG emerging as
the most affected commodity,
while crude and LNG imports
proved relatively resilient due to al-
ternative sourcing and bypass in-
frastructure.
Ritolia expects the initial phase

of reopening to focus on clearing
stranded cargoes and restoring
shipping flows before Gulf produc-
ers materially increase exports.
“A reopening of the Strait of

Hormuz (SoH) would represent a
major milestone for global energy
markets, but the impact on India is
likely to vary significantly across
commodities,” he said. “While India
remains one of the largest importers
of Middle Eastern hydrocarbons
(crude, LPG, and LNG), crude and
LNG imports have proven relatively
resilient throughout the disruption,
unlike LPG, which has been the
most severely affected.”
As a result, the recovery is likely

to be sequential, with LPG flows
normalising first, followed by LNG
and crude. “Under our base case of
a gradual reopening from early
July, the initial focus will be on
clearing trapped cargoes and restor-
ing shipping flows before Gulf ex-
porters can materially increase
exports,” he said. (PTI)

India boosts Russian, UAE oil purchases
in Jun ahead of full Hormuz recovery
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 21: Jettwings
Business School (JBS), one of
Northeast India’s leading profes-
sional management institutes, cel-
ebrated its annual convocation
ceremony recently, marking the
graduation of students from its
Bachelor of Business Administra-
tion (BBA) programme in Avia-
tion, Hospitality and Tourism
Management.
The institution announced that

80 per cent of the graduating batch
has already secured placements in
leading multinational corporations
and major industry organisations
with competitive compensation
packages, underscoring the insti-
tute’s strong industry linkage and
employability-focused training
model. The convocation ceremony
was conducted in accordance with

university norms and marked the
formal transition of the graduates
into the professional world. 
Degrees were awarded under

the academic validation of
Gauhati University, to which Jet-
twings Business School is perma-
nently affiliated.
The programme began with a

traditional academic procession,
followed by keynote addresses
from industry leaders who high-
lighted the importance of ethical
leadership, technological adapt-
ability and cross-cultural manage-
ment in today’s rapidly evolving
business environment. 
Merit awards and recognitions

were also presented to students for
academic excellence, leadership
qualities and outstanding perform-
ance during industry internships.
Addressing the gathering, Jet-

twings Business School Principal
Dr Mampi Bora highlighted the
institution’s rigorous three-year
curriculum, which comprises
more than 4,300 hours of learning,
practical laboratory simulations
and a semester-long compulsory
industry training programme.
“The achievement of our grad-

uates in securing placements be-
fore formal graduation reflects the
strength of our industry-integrated
academic framework. Our collabo-
ration with aviation, hospitality and
tourism sectors ensures that students
are prepared to contribute effec-
tively from the very beginning of
their professional careers,” she said.

Jettwings Business School achieves 80% placement rate at convocation ceremony

NEW DELHI, June 21: As con-
flicts and geopolitical uncertain-
ties around tariffs cloud domestic
growth, a key parliamentary com-
mittee has decided to examine the
evolving economic condition of
the country.
According to a Lok Sabha bul-

letin, the Standing Committee on
Finance has chosen ‘Evolving
Economic Conditions in the
Country’ as an additional subject
for detailed examination during
the year 2025-26.
Parliamentary panels select

their subjects soon after they are
constituted. But they are at liberty
to select additional subjects keep-
ing in mind evolving circum-
stances.
Indian economy is estimated to

have grown at 7.7 per cent in

2025-26 (April-March), with a ro-
bust 7.8 per cent growth in the
January-March quarter.
India’s GDP had grown at 7.1

per cent in the 2024-25 fiscal
year.
However, the RBI estimates

GDP growth to slow to 6.6 per
cent in current fiscal year as the
ongoing conflict in West Asia
pushes up cost of fertiliser and
fuel globally. India is a net im-
porter of both crude oil and fer-
tiliser.
The committee is likely to seek

inputs from the finance ministry,
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
economists, and other stakehold-
ers, before finalising its report
containing its observation and
recommendations.
The examination is expected to

cover topics, including economic
growth, inflation, employment,
investment trends, fiscal manage-
ment, banking sector develop-
ments, trade and the impact of
global developments on India.
The committee’s study assumes

significance at a time when India
is navigating challenges arising
from geopolitical tensions, supply
chain disruptions, trade uncertain-
ties and fluctuations in commod-
ity prices, while seeking to
sustain high economic growth.
For the 2026-27 period, the

Standing Committee on Finance,
chaired by Bhartruhari Mahtani,
has chosen subjects spanning
across ministries, including Fi-
nance, Corporate Affairs, Plan-
ning (NITI Aayog), and Statistics.
(PTI)

RANCHI, June 21: The three-day
mango festival organised by
NABARD saw the sale of more than
100 tonnes of different mango vari-
eties, officials said.
At the event, which concluded on

Sunday, mangoes were sold at an av-
erage price of Rs 55-60 per kilogram,
with total sales exceeding Rs 60 lakh,
they said.
The festival commenced on June

19 to promote market access for tribal
farmers and provide consumers with
the opportunity to purchase premium-
quality mangoes.
“The festival received an over-

whelming response from consumers
and institutions. It underscores the
impact of NABARD-supported inter-
ventions under its Tribal Develop-
ment and FPO promotion initiatives,”
NABARD Jharkhand chief general
manager Deepmala Ghosh said.
She further expressed hope that ex-

porters, food processing companies and
other market players would note the ex-
cellent quality of mangoes produced by
the state’s tribal farmers and explore op-
portunities for aggregation, processing,
branding and export. (PTI)

Over 100 tonnes of mangoes
sold at NABARD’s three-day
mango festival in Ranchi

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 21: In a signif-
icant achievement for Assam and
the Northeast, Samarth Harlalka,
Founder and Director of SEAS
Biotech in Goalpara, was selected
for an exclusive interaction with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi at
Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi
ahead of the national Pradhan
Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana
(PM-VBRY) programme.
Nominated by the Employees’

Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) Regional Office, Guwahati,
Harlalka successfully cleared mul-
tiple screening rounds to secure a

place among only 20 participants
selected from across the country. 
He was also one of just four em-

ployers chosen for the interaction
with the Prime Minister.
During the session, Harlalka

shared the growth story of SEAS
Biotech, Assam’s ethanol manufac-
turing unit located in Goalpara. 
He informed the Prime Minister

that although the company initially
relied on skilled manpower from
outside the state, it has gradually
built a strong local workforce. 
At present, more than 220 As-

samese employees are part of the
company’s workforce of around

270 personnel.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

reportedly took keen interest in the
company’s expansion and employ-
ment-generation efforts, engaging
Harlalka in a detailed discussion
on local job creation and the par-
ticipation of women in the work-
force.
Established in 2021 and commis-

sioned in 2024, SEAS Biotech has
emerged as a key contributor to
India’s Ethanol Blended Petrol Pro-
gramme. 
The company has supplied more

than eight crore litres of ethanol,
supporting the country’s clean en-
ergy objectives while creating em-
ployment and economic
opportunities in rural Assam.
Speaking after the interaction,

Harlalka described the experience
as both inspiring and memorable. 
He expressed gratitude to the

Prime Minister for creating a policy
environment that enables entrepre-
neurs from regions such as Assam
to participate in the nation’s devel-
opment journey and contribute to
employment generation.
The recognition is being viewed

as a milestone not only for SEAS
Biotech but also for Assam and the
wider Northeast, highlighting the
region’s growing role in India’s in-
dustrial growth, renewable energy
sector and employment landscape.

Assam entrepreneur interacts with
PM Modi at exclusive national event

       
       

Goalpara-based SEAS Biotech founder among only 20 participants 
selected nationwide for PM-VBRY interaction at Vigyan Bhawan

US, Iran and mediators
interim deal towards durable peace. The signing of the MoU led to the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz -

the waterway through which roughly one-fifth of the world’s energy supplies pass in normal times. 
But Iran said on Saturday that it has closed the Strait again, citing Israeli attack in Lebanon. 
Vance said the Gulf chokepoint remains open for shipping, while Trump issued a new threat to impose Amer-

ican tolls in the crucial waterway if a final deal with Iran is not reached in 60 days. (PTI)

‘Yoga offers a path to inner 
Addressing media persons on the occasion, Rajnath Singh described Yoga as a holistic science and an art of

living that connects individuals with their inner selves, society, nature, and ultimately, the divine. 
He added that yoga offers a path to inner stability, mental clarity, and emotional resilience. 
In a post on X, Raksha Mantri credited the persistent efforts and visionary leadership of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi for making Yoga a global movement, which is providing health benefits to people across the
world. He emphasised that Yoga symbolises the power of India's ancient traditions, which is ensuring the well-
being of all humanity. He appealed to the people to make Yoga an integral part of their daily lives to build a
healthy body, calm mind, and a strong nation.

Himanta urges all to make 
From kids to the elderly, yoga helps everyone heal and stay rejuvenated, and the prime minister is leading

from the front in showing its benefits, the CM said. “My message to everyone, especially the younger generation
-- take fitness seriously & inculcate yoga as a part of your daily life,” Sarma added. (PTI)

Lakhs appear for NEET 
Air Force, the Ministry of Home Affairs, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, NIC, MeitY, the De-

partment of Financial Services, the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of Education and banking partners --
SBI, Canara Bank, PNB and UCO Bank--  alongside state governments and many other stakeholders.
It said several state governments made arrangements for students and parents - shade, water and food at cen-

tres, ambulances and medical facilities on standby, and free transportation for candidates on exam day in some
places. In Madhya Pradesh, a candidate told PTI Videos after appearing for the re-exam that the paper was
“good and the arrangements this time were much better”.
“While it felt unusual to have to take the exam again, there was also a sense of confidence and hope as the

re-test offered another chance of selection,” the aspirant said. Another candidate said, “The paper was very
lengthy and tougher than expected. My previous attempt was okay, but this time it did not go as well.”
“Physics was a little difficult; apart from that, it was easy. ... We got more time to read and solve problems,

so it helped me improve,” the aspirant said while leaving the examination centre in Bengaluru.
In Kolkata, an injured candidate was allowed a separate room at the examination centre, along with medical

support and a standby ambulance. The candidate, Shrishti Dubey, suffered severe injuries in a road accident on
June 14 and sought assistance from the authorities to make special arrangements. Pradhan personally spoke to
the aspirant's parents, who conveyed their gratitude for the assistance provided by the NTA and the authorities.
However, some aspirants and their families flagged difficulties in commuting to the examination centres.
In Bhopal, two students were denied entry to the centre after arriving late. Amir Qadri, uncle of one of the

aspirants, said, “I have come here with my nephew for his examination. While on our way to the examination
centre, we met with an accident and got a bit late, since my nephew received first aid. Now that we have reached
here, we are being denied entry. The authorities are saying the exam has already begun and that it won't be
possible to permit us entry.” Heavy rains lashed Kolkata and its adjoining areas, triggering severe waterlogging
in several parts of the city and disrupting traffic movement.  The showers caused difficulties for commuters,
including NEET aspirants travelling to centres for the re-test. In Mumbai, the Brihanmumbai Electric Supply
and Transport (BEST) arranged special bus services for students appearing in the re-examination amid the on-
going strike by its employees.
According to the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation, nearly 180 bus trips were planned during the day,

with 60 buses deployed on 24 routes to facilitate travel to 63 examination centres across the city.
In Delhi, PM Narendra Modi delayed his travel to his residence after arriving at IGI airport from Kolkata to

ensure NEET re-exam candidates did not face inconvenience due to traffic restrictions. A candidate in Delhi,
Kishan, said security arrangements were tighter this time than during the earlier test. “A lot has happened over
the past month....I only hope the exam is conducted fairly,” he told PTI Videos.
Another NEET-UG candidate, Sonia, also noted that security was tighter this time. “If such security arrange-

ments had been in place the last time, the chances of a paper leak would have been lower, and students would
not have had to face so much trouble,” she said. (PTI)

Army Chief stresses role of Yoga
Missamari, Rangia and Tenga, besides representatives of the district administration and students.
Addressing the media on the occasion, General Dwivedi described army personnel as a well-oiled and pow-

erful instrument equipped with sophisticated technology, capable of overcoming any adversarial force under
the most challenging conditions and in complex environments. He underscored the importance of yoga in main-
taining the physical and mental well-being of soldiers.
Speaking on the success of Operation Sindoor, the Army Chief credited the achievement to the three wings

of the armed forces and every soldier involved. He said the Army, Air Force and Navy demonstrated exemplary
coordination, precision, resolve and valour in delivering a befitting response to Pakistan. Senior officers, in-
cluding VMB Krishnan and Neeraj Shukla, were also present at the event. Approximately 1,000 personnel par-
ticipated at Meghna Stadium, while around 15,000 soldiers across Assam and Arunachal Pradesh took part in
yoga programmes simultaneously. Following the event, General Dwivedi participated in a tree plantation drive
within the Solmara cantonment premises and also met former army officers and a group of orphaned children.

Noted sports organiser
for over six decades. He began his journalistic career with the Tezpur-based monthly magazine Arun. Later,

he worked with several newspapers, including Natun Asomiya, Dainik Asom, Saptahik Janambhumi, Frontier
Times, North East Observer, News Front, The Sentinel and North East Times.
During the Assam Agitation, he was imprisoned for his reporting and faced the wrath of the government.

The veteran journalist also served as state president of the Sangbadik Suraksha Parishad and was an adviser to
the Nagaon Press Club. An acclaimed author, Borkakoti penned five books. He was a life member of the Asom
Sahitya Sabha and was associated with numerous social, cultural and sports organisations, including Srimanta
Sankar Mission, Grahak Suraksha Samiti, Jyeshtha Nagarik Sanmilan, Pensioners’ Association and Sankari
Kristi Bikash Samaj. He had also served as former general secretary of the All Nagaon Bhogali Bihu Utsav.
His death has been widely mourned across Nagaon.
Local MLA Rupak Sarma, MP Rakibul Hussain, former minister Girindra Kumar Baruah, the Nagaon Sports

Association, Nagaon Press Club, Srimanta Sankar Mission, All Nagaon Bhogali Bihu Utsav, Nagaon Zila
Sahitya Sabha and several other organisations and individuals condoled his death.
He is survived by his wife, a son, two daughters, sons-in-law, grandchildren and other relatives.

Modi leads Yoga Day 
A large number of armed forces personnel took part in yoga sessions across the country to mark the occasion.

All military commands of the three services -- the Army, Navy and Air Force -- had geared up for the annual
event. In the national capital, the Army hosted the event at the Cariappa Parade Ground at Delhi Cantonment.
From Tokyo's historic temples to the iconic Arco della Pace in Milan, yoga enthusiasts from across the world

came together to celebrate the IDY, reaffirming the ancient Indian practice's growing appeal as a pathway to
health, balance and well-being. The Jawaharlal Nehru Cultural Centre, Embassy of India, Moscow, in collab-
oration with the Moscow city government, organised the IDY celebrations at the iconic Universitetskaya Square,
Lomonosov Moscow State University.
In China, around 400 people, including diplomats, academics, yoga practitioners and members of the Indian

diaspora, participated in celebrations organised by the Consulate General of India at the Bund Finance Centre
in Shanghai. In Japan, more than 2,100 yoga enthusiasts joined celebrations organised by the Indian embassy
at the historic Tsukiji Hongan-ji temple in Tokyo. A large number of people gathered at Old Parliament House
in Canberra, Australia, to celebrate IDY under the guidance of Yoga Australia CEO Josh Pryor.
In neighbouring Dhaka, the High Commission of India in Bangladesh brought together participants of all

ages to celebrate the occasion. IDY events were also held in Washington, Toronto, Helsinki, London, Riyadh,
Kuala Lumpur, Ankara and Barcelona, among other places. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, June 21: Developments surrounding
US-Iran negotiations, movement in crude oil prices
and key global economic data are expected to steer
gold and silver prices next week, analysts said.
The focus will squarely be on talks scheduled in

Burgenstock, Switzerland, where US Vice President
J D Vance is expected to lead discussions with Iran-
ian officials to build on last week’s framework agree-
ment aimed at ending hostilities and reviving nuclear
negotiations. Analysts said the outcome of the talks
could influence risk sentiment and energy markets,
with implications for bullions. Domestic commodity
markets will remain closed during the morning ses-
sion on Friday on account of Muharram.
“Gold and silver momentum looks sideways/cor-

rective as focus will remain on the negotiation be-
tween Washington and Tehran and also on the flow
of crude oil, LNG and raw materials from the Strait
of Hormuz,” Pranav Mer, Vice President, EBG -
Commodity &amp; Currency Research, JM Financial
Services Ltd, said.
The precious metals ended last week on a lower

note amid a strong rupee and diminishing demand.
On the Multi Commodity Exchange, gold futures

declined ` 3,325, or 2.2 per cent, to close at ` 1.47
lakh per 10 grams. Silver slumped ` 13,001, or 5.3
per cent, to settle at ` 2.33 lakh per kilogram.
“Gold remained under pressure throughout the

week, ending nearly 2.2 per cent lower as the pre-
cious metals faced headwinds from a combination of
falling energy prices, a stronger Indian rupee, and a
hawkish policy stance from the US Federal Reserve,”
Jateen Trivedi, VP Research Analyst, Commodity
and Currency, LKP Securities, said.
A stronger rupee lowers the landed cost of im-

ported gold, creating additional pressure on precious
metals prices, he noted. Globally, Comex gold fu-
tures rose marginally to end the week at USD 4,245.9
per ounce, while silver fell 2.03 per cent at USD
66.32 per ounce in New York.
Mer said precious metals continued with their cor-

rective momentum with international gold and silver
weighed down by a stronger US dollar, with the
index closed around at 100.60. (PTI)

US-Iran talks, crude oil movement, macro data
to dictate bullion trend next week: Analysts
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 21: Assam
joined the global observance of
the 12th International Day of
Yoga on Sunday with large-scale
celebrations held across districts,
educational institutions, govern-
ment establishments, security
forces and public organisations.
Programmes organised under the
theme “Yoga for Healthy Ageing”
witnessed enthusiastic participa-
tion from ministers, public repre-
sentatives, officials, students,
security personnel and citizens,
highlighting yoga’s role in pro-
moting physical fitness, mental
well-being and a balanced
lifestyle.
In Cachar, the district adminis-

tration and District Health Society
organised the central programme
at the historic Kachari Fort in
Khaspur. 
Participants joined the live tele-

cast of the launch of the “PM
SHRI Gaon-Gaon Yoga Maha Ab-
hiyan” and “Amar Mati-Amar
Nayak” initiatives by Assam Gov-
ernor Lakshman Prasad Acharya.
Addressing the gathering, Minis-
ter Kaushik Rai described yoga as
one of India’s greatest gifts to hu-
manity and urged people to make
it an integral part of their daily
lives. 
Udharbond MLA Rajdeep

Goala highlighted yoga’s growing
significance in preventive health-
care and stress management. 
A mass yoga session led by in-

structor Chanden Dev formed the
highlight of the event.
The Lokra Battalion of Assam

Rifles celebrated the occasion
through a mass yoga drive involv-
ing civilians, students, serving
personnel and their family mem-
bers. 
Special sessions conducted

amid Assam’s tea gardens and
along the banks of the Brahmapu-
tra showcased the harmony be-
tween yoga, nature and healthy
living while highlighting the
state’s natural beauty.
Northeast Frontier Railway ob-

served the day across its head-
quarters, divisions, workshops

and railway establishments. 
At the Railway Indoor Stadium

in Maligaon, General Manager
Chetan Kumar Shrivastava, senior
officials, employees and their
families participated in yoga ses-
sions. 
Similar programmes were held

across all divisions of the railway
zone, reflecting NFR’s emphasis
on employee welfare, preventive
healthcare and active ageing.
Sonitpur district witnessed ex-

tensive celebrations led by the
district administration in collabo-
ration with the National Ayush
Mission and other stakeholders. 
The main programme at Tezpur

College was attended by MLA
Prithiraj Rava and senior officials.
Participants joined the Common
Yoga Protocol session and the vir-
tual launch of the “PM SHRI
Gaonwe Gaonwe Jog Maha-Abhi-
jan” and “Amar Mati, Amar
Nayak” initiatives. 
District-level yoga competi-

tions and parallel events across
the district added to the celebra-
tions.
Tezpur University marked the

culmination of its 60-day Yoga
Mahotsav 2026 with yoga demon-
strations and the launch of “Yog
Manthan,” an open-access journal
dedicated to yoga studies. 
LOKD College, Dhekiajuli, and

the 5 Assam Battalion NCC also
organised special sessions involv-
ing students, NCC cadets and vol-
unteers across several districts.
In Dibrugarh, the district ad-

ministration and National
AYUSH Mission organised the
central celebration at the Multi-
purpose Indoor Stadium in Milan
Nagar. 
Cultural Affairs Minister Bimal

Borah and MLA Prasanta Phukan
participated in the Common Yoga
Protocol session, while similar
programmes were held across all
co-districts. 
Labour Welfare Minister

Rameswar Teli also attended a
separate celebration in Duliajan.
Margherita observed the occa-

sion through a programme jointly
organised by the Office of the Co-

District Commissioner and
Margherita College. 
Yoga guru Deep Acharjee led

the session, while competitions
and advanced yoga demonstra-
tions by national-level participant
Rohit Debnath drew appreciation
from the audience.
Across the Bodoland Territorial

Region, celebrations were held in
Kokrajhar, Tamulpur and Chi-
rang, among other places. 
In Kokrajhar, District Commis-

sioner Pankaj Chakravarty em-
phasised yoga’s contribution to
physical and mental well-being. 
The event also featured the vir-

tual launch of the state-wide yoga
and heritage initiatives. Separate
Yoga Sangam programmes were
organised by the BTC administra-
tion, with senior leaders encour-
aging people to adopt yoga as a
daily practice.
In Nagaon, Revenue and Disas-

ter Management Minister Keshab
Mahanta led the district-level cel-
ebration at the Police Reserve au-
ditorium. 
Describing yoga as a bridge be-

tween the human mind, nature
and spirituality, he urged citizens
to practise it regularly. 
More than 300 participants

joined the mass yoga session,
while yoga athletes who had ex-
celled at national competitions
were felicitated.

The widespread observance
across Assam reflected the grow-
ing acceptance of yoga as a tool
for preventive healthcare, stress
management and holistic well-
ness. 
The celebrations also rein-

forced the message of healthy
ageing, community participation
and balanced living through one
of India’s most enduring tradi-
tions.
In Dima Hasao, the main dis-

trict-level programme was held at
the Indoor Stadium of the NL
Daulagupu Sports Complex in
Haflong and witnessed the partic-
ipation of Chief Executive Mem-
ber of the Dima Hasao
Autonomous Council, Debolal
Gorlosa, Chairman Mohit Hojai,
Executive Members of the Coun-
cil, District Commissioner Gaya-
tri Devidas Hyalinge, IAS;
government officials; representa-
tives of various organisations and
members of the public.
The event served as a platform

to promote the significance of
yoga as an essential component of
daily life and to encourage people
to embrace practices that con-
tribute to physical fitness, mental
wellness and spiritual peace.
Extending his greetings on the

occasion, CEM Debolal Gorlosa
highlighted the numerous benefits
of yoga and expressed hope that

the ancient practice would con-
tinue to guide people towards a
life of good health, inner peace
and holistic well-being.
Participants observed that in

today’s fast-paced and demanding
world, yoga offers an effective
path towards achieving balance
between the body, mind and spirit. 
Speakers at the programme

stressed that true well-being can
only be attained through a harmo-
nious integration of physical,
mental and emotional health.
The International Day of Yoga,

observed annually on June 21, has
grown into a global movement
since its adoption by the United
Nations in 2014 following a pro-
posal by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. 
Since then, millions of people

across the world have embraced
yoga as a means of improving
overall health and well-being.
Meanwhile, BJP Dima Hasao

and its various mandal commit-
tees also organised yoga sessions
at different locations across the
district. 
Speakers at these programmes

highlighted yoga’s role in foster-
ing discipline, healthy living and
inner harmony.
Yoga Day celebrations were

conducted at several other loca-
tions in Dima Hasao, drawing
participation from students,

youths, women and senior citi-
zens. 
The programmes featured

demonstrations of yoga asanas,
pranayama exercises and aware-
ness sessions focusing on the im-
portance of adopting healthy
lifestyles.
The celebrations concluded

with participants taking a collec-
tive pledge to incorporate yoga
into their daily lives and to spread
its message of health, harmony
and well-being throughout soci-
ety.
A yoga programme was held at

Atal Bihari Vajpayee Bhawan in
Demow Alun Nagar, where yoga
instructors guided participants
through various yoga asanas and
breathing exercises. 
The event was organised in line

with this year’s theme, “Yoga for
Healthy Ageing,” which high-
lights the role of yoga in promot-
ing a healthier and more balanced
lifestyle.
In another programme, the Co-

District Administration, Demow,
in collaboration with Demow Col-
lege, organised a special Yoga
Day celebration at the college au-
ditorium. 
Students, teachers and govern-

ment officials participated in the
session and performed the Com-
mon Yoga Protocol under the
guidance of instructors.
Speakers at the programme

highlighted the benefits of regular
yoga practice in reducing stress,
improving flexibility and enhanc-
ing overall physical and mental
health. 
Participants were encouraged to

incorporate yoga into their daily
routines for a healthier and more
active life.
Meanwhile, Assam Water Re-

sources and Judicial Minister and
MLA of Demow constituency,
Sushanta Borgohain, participated
in the International Day of Yoga
celebration held at the historic
Rang Ghar grounds in Sivasagar. 
The minister joined hundreds of

participants in performing yoga
exercises and reiterated the im-
portance of adopting yoga as a

way of life.
The celebrations reflected the

growing popularity of yoga across
the region and reinforced its mes-
sage of health, harmony and well-
being.
In Hojai, a district-level pro-

gramme was organised in sync
with the national celebration held
in Kolkata and featured a live
telecast of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s address. 
Participants performed various

yoga asanas and pranayama exer-
cises while following the Com-
mon Yoga Protocol under the
guidance of yoga instructors from
Nataraj Yoga Science College.
The programme began with the

ceremonial lighting of the lamp
by Hojai District Commissioner
Dev Prasad Mishra.
Among those present were Sen-

ior Superintendent of Police VV
Rakesh Reddy, Additional District
Commissioners Pooja Das and
Nilakshi Baishya, Assistant Com-
missioners Dr Bibhuti Sandikoi
and Rubu Bora, Additional Super-
intendent of Police Rupam Bor-
doloi, officials from various
government departments and stu-
dents from educational institu-
tions across the district.
Several local organisations also

observed the occasion through
separate yoga sessions and aware-
ness programmes. 
These included the Geeta

Ashram Trust, Hojai Municipal
Board, Hojai Sports Association,
Hojai District Legal Services Au-
thority and the Hojai District Sen-
ior Citizens Association.
Speakers at the programmes

stressed that yoga should not be
confined to a single day of obser-
vance but should become an inte-
gral part of everyday life. 
They highlighted that regular

yoga practice contributes to better
physical health, mental peace and
overall prosperity.
The celebrations concluded

with a collective appeal to adopt
yoga as a daily habit and spread
awareness about its benefits for a
healthier and more balanced soci-
ety.
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Broiler AC farm opens at Athiabari,
boosting self-employment prospects

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, June 21: A
modern air-conditioned broiler
poultry farm was inaugurated at
Athiabari village in Kokrajhar dis-
trict on Sunday, marking a signif-
icant step towards promoting
self-employment and entrepre-
neurship in the region.
The farm, established by local

entrepreneur Manoj Narzary, is
being regarded as the first cen-
trally air-conditioned broiler farm
in Kokrajhar district. 
Located under Serfanguri Po-

lice Station, the facility has been
constructed over an area measur-
ing 174 feet in length and 49 feet
in breadth and is equipped with
modern poultry management in-
frastructure.
The farm was formally inaugu-

rated by social activist and UPPL
General Secretary Raju Kumar
Narzary in the presence of local
residents, well-wishers and mem-
bers of the business community.

Speaking on the occasion, Raju
Kumar Narzary lauded the initia-
tive and described it as an inspir-
ing example of self-employment
and livelihood generation. 
He said such ventures could

play a crucial role in encouraging
young people to explore entrepre-
neurship and create sustainable
sources of income.

“This is a commendable initia-
tive that will open up new avenues
for self-employment and eco-
nomic growth in the region. It will
inspire more youths to take up in-
novative business ventures in the
future,” he said.
Local residents also welcomed

the establishment of the farm and
expressed hope that it would con-

tribute to employment generation
and motivate aspiring entrepre-
neurs to invest in modern agricul-
tural and allied sectors.
Farm owner Manoj Narzary

said the project had been devel-
oped with technical guidance from
experienced poultry business pro-
fessionals. 
He added that the poultry pro-

duced at the farm would be sup-
plied to neighbouring states and
other markets, creating wider
business opportunities.
Expressing confidence in the

venture, Narzary said the modern
facility is expected to yield signif-
icant benefits and contribute to the
growth of the poultry sector in the
region.
The inauguration of the AC

broiler farm is being viewed as a
positive development for rural en-
trepreneurship and a model for
promoting self-reliance through
innovative agricultural enter-
prises.

HT Correspondent
GOALPARA, June 21: The NEET-UG 2026 re-
examination was conducted smoothly and peace-
fully across Goalpara district on Sunday, with
1,992 candidates appearing for the test at four ex-
amination centres.
The examination was held at Goalpara Col-

lege, Prithiram Government Higher Secondary
and Multipurpose School, Dudhnai College and
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Dudhnai.
According to Goalpara District Commissioner

Prodip Timung, the district administration, in co-
ordination with Goalpara Police, made elaborate
arrangements to ensure the smooth and hassle-
free conduct of the examination.
To maintain law and order and prevent any un-

toward incidents, 50 additional security personnel
were deployed at each examination centre. 
The administration also established an Emer-

gency Cell to address any inconvenience or ur-
gent issues faced by candidates and their
guardians.
Officials stated that the examination was con-

ducted in a peaceful and orderly manner, with no
reports of disruption or malpractice from any of
the centres.
Senior Superintendent of Police Nabaneet Ma-

hanta said adequate security arrangements had
been put in place in accordance with requirements
and that candidates were able to appear for the
examination without facing any difficulties.
As part of the preparations, the district admin-

istration had convened a review meeting on the
eve of the examination in the presence of ob-
servers and officials to assess readiness and en-
sure the smooth conduct of the re-examination.
The successful completion of the examination

reflected the coordinated efforts of the district ad-
ministration, police and other stakeholders in pro-
viding a secure and conducive environment for
candidates.

NEET re-examination 
conducted smoothly in Goalpara

Tarawati Mili Bori honoured with Kalaguru
Bishnu Prasad Rabha Memorial Award 

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, June 21: Asam Sahitya
Sabha and Srimanta Sankardeva
Sangha jointly observed Kalaguru
Bishnu Prasad Rabha Divas at the au-
ditorium of Gogamukh Higher Sec-
ondary School in Dhemaji district
recently, paying tribute to the leg-
endary cultural icon through a series
of literary, cultural and commemora-
tive programmes.
The day-long observance was or-

ganised in collaboration with the
Dhemaji Zila Sahitya Sabha and the
Dhemaji District Srimanta
Sankardeva Sangha and witnessed the
participation of scholars, artists, liter-
ary figures and cultural enthusiasts
from across the region.
The programme began with flag

hoisting by Dhemaji Zila Sahitya
Sabha president Ranjit Chiring, fol-
lowed by a memorial tribute offered
by Gogamukh Higher Secondary
School principal Jiten Saikia. 
Floral tributes were paid to the por-

trait of Kalaguru Bishnu Prasad
Rabha by prominent personalities, in-
cluding Asam Sahitya Sabha princi-
pal secretary Debajit Bora,
Performing Arts Sub-Committee con-
vener Syed Maruf Hussain and Man-
galchandi Brahma Research Centre
convener Akhil Kalita.
Noted artist Arunjyoti Baruah set

the tone for the event with a rendition
of Rabha’s timeless composition
“Logon Ukoli,” while Nandeswar

Borgohain led a tree plantation pro-
gramme as part of the observance.
The main session was formally in-

augurated through lamp-lighting by
Dhemaji District Development Com-
missioner Debeswar Bora. 
Inaugurating the event, Srimanta

Sankardeva Sangha Padadhikar Dr
Bhabendranath Deka described
Rabha as a freedom fighter inspired
by Marxist-Leninist ideals who
fought relentlessly against British
colonial rule. 
He said Rabha’s deep love for

Assam found expression in his liter-
ary and musical creations and high-
lighted his lifelong commitment to
the rights of the oppressed and mar-
ginalised.
Presiding over the open session,

Asam Sahitya Sabha president Dr
Basanta Kumar Goswami empha-
sised the need to carry Rabha’s mul-
tifaceted legacy to the younger
generation. 
He observed that artists possess a

unique ability to perceive dimensions
of life beyond ordinary understanding
and play a vital role in shaping society
through ideas and creative expression.
Dibrugarh University professor Dr

Mrinal Kumar Baruah and scholar-
artist Dr Banajit Bhatt delivered
keynote addresses, elaborating on
Rabha’s life, philosophy, cultural con-
sciousness and his contributions to lit-
erature, art and national life.
Padma Shri awardee Jadav Payeng,

Asam Sahitya Sabha vice-president
Padum Rajkhowa and Srimanta
Sankardeva Sangha general secretary
Kushal Thakuria attended as distin-
guished guests. 
Mising Autonomous Council Chief

Executive Member Paramananda
Chayengiya, Haren Bora and Jiten
Saikia also addressed the gathering on
various aspects of Rabha’s literary,
cultural and social contributions.
The cultural segment commenced

with a performance of “Chiro Senehi
Mor Bhasa Janani” by students of
Gogamukh Higher Secondary
School.
A major highlight of the pro-

gramme was the conferment of the
2026 Kalaguru Bishnu Prasad Rabha
Memorial Award on noted folk artist
Tarawati Mili Bori in recognition of
her contribution to Assamese folk cul-
ture. 
She was presented with a citation,

gamosa, cheleng and other award me-
mentoes.
The event was attended by central

executive members and office-bearers
of Asam Sahitya Sabha and Srimanta
Sankardeva Sangha, representatives
of district and branch units, teachers,
students and a large gathering of cul-
tural enthusiasts.
The programme concluded with a

vote of thanks by Reception Commit-
tee secretary Premananda Talukdar,
followed by the rendition of the state
anthem.

Rabha’s legacy must reach younger generation: Basanta Kumar Goswami HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, June 21: The Sonitpur District
Committee of the All India Democratic Stu-
dents’ Organisation (AIDSO) recently sub-
mitted a memorandum to the
Vice-Chancellor of Gauhati University, rais-
ing concerns over the implementation of the
four-year undergraduate semester curricu-
lum in affiliated colleges without adequate
infrastructure and teaching staff.
The memorandum was submitted through

the Principal of Darrang College during a
special programme organised by the student
body in Tezpur. 
AIDSO alleged that the introduction of the

four-year degree structure has created uncer-
tainty among students due to the lack of nec-
essary academic and institutional
preparedness.
In its four-point memorandum, the organ-

isation demanded that students who com-
pleted the three-year undergraduate
programme with a major subject should be
explicitly certified as “passed with major” in
their academic certificates. 
It also sought the creation of adequate

postgraduate seats to accommodate gradu-
ates completing their studies under the exist-
ing system. The student organisation
further urged the authorities to restore the
three-year undergraduate programme from
the next academic session in Assam, citing
the absence of the infrastructure required
for successful implementation of the four-
year curriculum. 
It pointed out that several states in the

country continue to follow the three-year de-
gree structure.
AIDSO also demanded that the four-year

degree course be introduced only as an op-

tional programme after extensive consulta-
tions with educationists, academics, teach-
ers, college principals and student
organisations. 
The organisation maintained that students

should have the freedom to choose whether
to enrol in the extended programme.
The memorandum highlighted the short-

age of teaching and non-teaching staff in col-
leges across the state, noting that many
institutions continue to function with vacant
posts. 
It stated that even the existing three-year

curriculum faces challenges due to inade-
quate numbers of teachers, classrooms and
laboratory facilities.
Expressing concern over the multidiscipli-

nary approach introduced under the new cur-
riculum framework, the organisation alleged
that students are being compelled to study
subjects unrelated to their core disciplines,
thereby increasing academic pressure and af-
fecting in-depth learning in their chosen
fields.
AIDSO particularly drew attention to the

situation in rural colleges, where, according
to the organisation, many institutions operate
with only one or two tutors. 
The student body urged both Gauhati Uni-

versity and the State Government to take
necessary steps to protect the academic en-
vironment of higher education and ensure
that reforms are implemented only after cre-
ating the required infrastructure and aca-
demic support systems.
The organisation maintained that mean-

ingful educational reforms should be based
on adequate preparation and broad consulta-
tion with all stakeholders to safeguard the in-
terests of students.

AIDSO opposes four-year undergraduate
curriculum, submits memorandum to GU

HT Correspondent
HAFLONG, June 21: The Shaheedi Diwas of Guru Arjan
Dev Ji, the fifth Sikh Guru and the first martyr of Sikhism,
was observed with deep devotion and solemnity at Sri Gurd-
wara Singh Sabha in Haflong on Sunday.

The programme witnessed the participation of Additional
District Commissioner Shaurya Sharma, ACS, Extra Assistant
Commissioners, invited guests and members of the Sikh com-
munity, who gathered to pay tribute to the Guru’s unparalleled
sacrifice and enduring message of truth, justice and religious
freedom. The observance featured kirtan, prayers and Guru
Ka Langar, the traditional free community kitchen, reflecting
the Sikh values of equality, service and compassion. 

Devotees offered prayers and remembered the teachings
and contributions of Guru Arjan Dev Ji, whose martyrdom
remains a defining chapter in Sikh history.

Addressing the congregation, speakers highlighted Guru
Arjan Dev Ji’s steadfast commitment to his principles and his
sacrifice in defence of religious freedom and human dignity.
Secretary of Sri Gurdwara Singh Sabha, Nirmal Singh, ex-
tended greetings to people of all communities and prayed for
peace, prosperity and harmony.

Guru Arjan Dev Ji attained martyrdom in 1606 after en-
during severe torture under the orders of Mughal Emperor Ja-
hangir.  Despite immense suffering, he remained unwavering
in his faith and continued to uphold the values of equality,
compassion and devotion to God. 

He is revered as the first martyr of the Sikh faith.

Guru Arjan Dev Ji also occupies a distinguished place in
Sikh history for compiling the Adi Granth, which later be-
came the sacred Guru Granth Sahib, incorporating the hymns
of Sikh Gurus as well as those of Hindu and Muslim saints.
He was also instrumental in laying the foundation of Sri Har-
mandir Sahib, popularly known as the Golden Temple, in Am-
ritsar. As part of the observance, Sri Gurdwara Singh Sabha
organised the traditional Chabeel Seva, distributing sweetened
cold water to hundreds of passers-by. 

The service symbolises selfless humanitarian work and
commemorates the suffering endured by Guru Arjan Dev Ji
during the scorching summer months.

The programme concluded with prayers for universal
brotherhood, communal harmony and the well-being of hu-
manity, reaffirming the timeless relevance of Guru Arjan Dev
Ji’s teachings in contemporary society.

Guru Arjan Dev Ji Shaheedi Diwas
observed with devotion in Haflong

Mass participation marks Int’l Day of Yoga celebrations across districts as leaders promote healthy ageing and holistic well-being
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Winter is not a season, it's an occupation.
- Sinclair Lewis

QUOTE OF THE DAY

B’desh PM’s China visit and India
Bangladesh Prime Minister Tarique Rahman is visiting

China on a three-day visit beginning June 23, the out-
come of which is expected to be of big importance to

Bangladesh having special consequences on the relationship
with neighbouring India also. Initially, soon after the elections
were over in Bangladesh and the new government under
Tarique Rahman took over, Bangladesh gave enough indica-
tions about taking immediate steps to improve relations with
India which was under tremendous strain during the tenure of
the interim head of the government Dr Mohammad Yunus. In-
dian PM Narendra Modi congratulated Tarique soon after elec-
tions and he was invited to visit India. It was expected earlier
that the new Bangladesh PM would be visiting India first to be
followed by his visit to China. But things did not proceed
smoothly. Bangladesh foreign ministry was angry at some of
the actions by the Indian government in the preceding months.
The Bangladesh government gave priority to the PM visit to
Beijing before New Delhi. Only last month, Bangladesh for-
eign minister Khalilur Rahman visited China and had a meeting
with the Chinese President Xi Jinping. Interim head Dr.
Muhammad Yunus visited China in March 2025 and discussed
a lot of projects including Teesta Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation. The talks were non conclusive. Now Rahman will
take forward those talks seeking to impart a wider dimension
to the collaboration between the two countries in infrastructure
projects including setting up of dams and bridges on rivers.
In Beijing, Rahman is expected to emphasise on infrastruc-

ture projects under the Belt and Road Initiative while also seek-
ing fresh investment in technology, renewable energy,
agriculture and healthcare. There had been talks about Chinese
investment in setting up industrial clusters in different districts
of the country. This proposal may be given final shape. But the
most ambitious project is on Teesta development which was
originally scheduled to be taken up with Indian collaboration.
Tarique Rahman is expected to focus in a big way on the pros
and cons of this huge investment project and how Chinese in-
vestment and technology can be used for that. As of now,
Bangladesh sources make the point that Tarique is firm on his
Bangladesh First policy and he will try to make use of relations
with both China and India to develop Bangladesh.
The Bangladesh PM is now fully concentrating on modern-

ization of industries, setting up new industrial units and cre-
ation of adequate jobs to deal with the present unemployment
problem. Bangladesh will not align fully with any country China
or India. Efforts should be made by New Delhi to ensure that the
Bangladesh PM visits India soon after concluding the China
visit. Time is still there to improve bilateral relations if there is
political goodwill in the leaderships of both the countries.

Asymbol of Assam’s pride and identity,
Kamakhya Temple has earned world-
wide recognition as one of the holiest

centres of Shakti worship in India. The temple
is not confined merely to the role of a religious
pilgrimage site; rather, it stands as an extraor-
dinary symbol of India’s cultural, historical,
artistic, and environmental heritage. The depth
of its mythological origin, the significance of
Tantric practices, the unique beauty of its ar-
chitecture, the sanctity of its reli-
gious rituals, its social influence,
and its continuing relevance in the
modern context have established
Kamakhya as a complete and multi-
faceted pilgrimage destination. Fur-
thermore, the Ambubachi Mela, held
every year during the Assamese
month of Ahaar, illuminates the tem-
ple’s spiritual and cultural impor-
tance before the world. This fair is
not merely a reli-
gious festival; it is a
remarkable expres-
sion of nature’s re-
generation, the glory
of feminine power, and the agrarian way of
life of Assamese society.
The mythological origin of Kamakhya Tem-

ple is deeply intertwined with the tradition of
Shakti worship in Hinduism. According to
mythology, the temple stands at the site where
the yoni of Goddess Sati fell. Following the
insult of Lord Shiva at Daksha’s yajna, Sati
immolated herself. Overwhelmed by grief,
Shiva lifted her body upon his shoulders and
began the Tandava dance, creating the possi-
bility of universal destruction. To save the
world from this catastrophe, Lord Vishnu used
his Sudarshana Chakra to dismember Sati’s
body. The severed parts fell at different places
across India, and those sites came to be
revered as Shakti Peethas. Kamakhya is
among the most significant of these sacred
centres and is regarded as one of the highest
seats of Shakti worship. The profoundness of
this mythological narrative lends a unique
spiritual dimension to the temple’s signifi-
cance. Goddess Kamakhya is worshipped as
the embodiment of creative energy, the mag-
nificence of nature, and the cycle of life. This
belief elevates the temple beyond the status of
a religious site and transforms it into a sacred
centre connecting devotees with the funda-
mental force of existence. Through this narra-
tive, devotees experience a deep spiritual
connection that inspires them to seek answers
to life’s philosophical questions. The signifi-
cance of this myth extends beyond religion,
reflecting profound philosophical ideas asso-
ciated with creation, destruction, and regener-
ation. The faith born from this legend enables
devotees to establish a profound relationship
with divine energy, making Kamakhya an un-
paralleled pilgrimage destination. The depth
of this mythological foundation has firmly es-
tablished the temple as a universal spiritual
centre where pilgrims not only perform reli-
gious observances but also seek the deeper
meaning of life. Through its mythological
background, Kamakhya Temple inspires spir-
itual awakening among devotees, encouraging
them to understand the cyclical nature of ex-
istence and the greatness of divine energy. In
this way, Kamakhya has secured its place as a
major centre of Shakti worship where seekers
find opportunities to explore life’s profound
philosophical dimensions. The richness of this
mythology has transformed Kamakhya into a
universal pilgrimage site where devotees dis-
cover inner peace and self-realisation through
their connection with divine power.
References to the temple can be traced back

to the reign of the Varman dynasty of the an-
cient Kingdom of Kamarupa. The accounts of
the Chinese traveller Xuanzang also mention
Kamakhya, describing it as a temple dedicated
to a goddess worshipped by the non-Brahman-
ical Kirata people. Inscriptions from the ninth
century likewise refer to Kamakhya. During
the medieval period, the temple suffered re-
peated destruction during Muslim invasions,
but it was rebuilt in the sixteenth century by
Koch King Naranarayana. The patronage of
the Koch, Ahom, and several other dynasties
played an important role in its development
and preservation. This historical background
has made Kamakhya a symbol of Assam’s po-
litical and cultural history. From a historical
perspective, the temple is not merely a reli-

gious institution but a living witness to various
phases of Assam’s past. Its history reflects the
social, political, and cultural transformations
that have shaped the region over centuries.
The restoration and protection of the temple
under royal patronage demonstrate the com-
mitment of Assam’s rulers toward religious
and cultural preservation. This historical sig-
nificance has made Kamakhya an inseparable
part of Assam’s cultural identity. The depth of

its historical legacy has transformed
it into a living example of the re-
gion’s religious and cultural her-
itage, reflecting different layers of
Assam’s evolution through time.
Through its historical foundation,
Kamakhya Temple presents a re-
markable picture of Assam’s cul-
tural and religious traditions.
The architecture of the temple is

regarded as a unique example of In-
dian temple-build-
ing traditions. A
distinctive blend of
the Nagara style and
indigenous As-

samese architectural elements gives the struc-
ture its special character. Its harmony with the
geographical setting of Nilachal Hill creates a
tranquil and contemplative atmosphere. One
of the temple’s most remarkable features is the
absence of an idol in the sanctum sanctorum.
Instead, a natural rock formation resembling
the yoni is worshipped as the symbol of the
Goddess. A natural spring emerging from this
rock is considered a representation of the God-
dess’s sanctity. This feature distinguishes Ka-
makhya from other Shakti Peethas and
establishes it as an exceptionally sacred cen-
tre. The dome-like structure, stone carvings,
and natural beauty of the hill inspire profound
spiritual feelings among devotees. The aes-
thetic richness of the architecture makes Ka-
makhya not only a religious destination but
also a priceless heritage of Indian art and cul-
ture. The integration of the temple’s architec-
ture with the natural environment of Nilachal
Hill creates a unique setting that allows devo-
tees to experience a deep connection with na-
ture. The influence of local artistic traditions
is clearly visible in the temple’s design, re-
flecting the richness of Assam’s cultural her-
itage. The selection of the hilltop location
itself is closely linked with the temple’s spiri-
tual significance. Surrounded by nature, the
site fosters a peaceful and meditative state of
mind among visitors, enhancing the impor-
tance of the temple’s architectural character.
Through this structure, an extraordinary union
of spirituality and nature has been achieved,
elevating Kamakhya into a universal pilgrim-
age destination. The architectural depth of the
temple establishes it as both an artistic and
spiritual centre where devotees engage not
only in worship but also in an appreciation of
natural beauty and artistic excellence.
Through its design and construction, Ka-
makhya Temple has secured its place as a liv-
ing representation of Assam’s cultural and
artistic legacy.
Kamakhya Temple has gained worldwide

fame as one of the foremost centres of Tantric
worship. According to Tantric scriptures, Ka-
makhya is among the principal seats of the
Dasa Mahavidyas, where the Goddess is wor-
shipped as Tripura Sundari. The central phi-
losophy of Tantric practice lies in attaining
self-realisation through union with divine en-
ergy. The sacred stone in the sanctum and the
water spring flowing from it are regarded as
symbols of this power. Practitioners who un-
dertake spiritual disciplines at this site seek to
harmonise physical, mental, and spiritual en-
ergies. The mystery and depth of Tantric wor-
ship have made Kamakhya especially
important not only to ordinary devotees but
also to Tantric practitioners. This aspect lends
a distinctive dimension to the temple’s spiri-
tual atmosphere, enabling devotees to estab-
lish a deeper connection with the Goddess.
The significance of Tantric traditions has ele-
vated Kamakhya into a sacred centre of spiri-
tual wisdom. According to Tantric philosophy,
the integration of all aspects of life—both
physical and spiritual—awakens a profound
awareness within the practitioner. The atmos-
phere of Kamakhya’s sanctum provides an
ideal environment for such spiritual pursuits,
allowing seekers to connect with their inner
energy and move toward self-realisation. The

depth of this Tantric heritage has transformed
Kamakhya from a mere religious site into a
centre of spiritual practice where seekers are
inspired to explore the deeper meaning of ex-
istence. This importance has established Ka-
makhya as a universal spiritual destination
where followers of different traditions gather
to connect with divine energy. The richness of
these Tantric practices encourages devotees
not only to perform rituals but also to discover
their own inner strength. Through this her-
itage, Kamakhya Temple inspires profound
spiritual awakening and motivates seekers to
pursue answers to life’s deepest philosophical
questions.
The spiritual significance of Kamakhya ex-

tends beyond the boundaries of Shakta and
Tantric traditions. The site is also important to
followers of Buddhism, Jainism, and various
branches of Hinduism. Its atmosphere tran-
scends religious divisions and offers a pro-
found spiritual experience. This universality
has transformed Kamakhya into a cultural
bridge that brings together people from di-
verse communities while conveying a mes-
sage of harmony. The combination of peace,
sanctity, and divine energy inspires devotees
to seek answers to life’s deeper philosophical
questions. Through its spiritual environment,
Kamakhya Temple instils a profound sense of
peace and self-realisation in visitors. The sur-
roundings provide an ideal setting for meditation
and introspection, encouraging individuals to
search for life’s deeper meaning. This universal
spirituality has established Kamakhya as a global
pilgrimage destination where people from differ-
ent traditions come together to connect with di-
vine power. Such spiritual depth allows
devotees not only to fulfil religious obligations
but also to discover inner peace and personal
understanding. Through this atmosphere, Ka-
makhya Temple creates a sense of awakening
that inspires individuals to pursue answers to
life’s profound mysteries.
The social traditions, festivals, and rituals

associated with the temple have enriched
Assam’s cultural identity. Its significance as a
tourist destination has strengthened the local
economy, creating positive developments in
trade, transportation, and hospitality. The artis-
tic, musical, and dance traditions connected
with the temple have introduced Assam’s cul-
tural heritage to the global stage. These cultural
expressions reflect the richness and diversity of
Assamese traditions. The various festivals and
rituals associated with the temple present a vivid
picture of the social and cultural life of Assamese
society. These traditions not only preserve the
state’s heritage but also help transmit it to
younger generations. The temple’s tourism
value has had a beneficial impact on Assam’s
economy, improving the quality of life within
local communities. This social and economic
influence has made Kamakhya an inseparable
component of Assam’s cultural and economic
identity. Through its cultural and economic
contributions, the temple presents a remark-
able picture of Assamese society where tradi-
tion and modernity coexist in harmony.
The Ambubachi Mela represents one of the

most significant aspects of Kamakhya Tem-
ple’s spiritual and cultural importance. The
festival symbolises the menstruation of the
Goddess and expresses reverence for feminine
power and the regenerative processes of na-
ture. During this period, the sanctum of the

temple remains closed, while devotees offer
prayers outside. This tradition reflects respect
for womanhood and emphasises the impor-
tance of humanity’s connection with nature.
Millions of devotees gather at Nilachal Hill
during Ambubachi, hoping to receive the
blessings of the Goddess. The festival has be-
come an inseparable part of Assam’s social
and cultural identity. Various religious and cul-
tural programmes are organised during the
event, showcasing the depth of the temple’s
traditions and beliefs. This vibrant atmosphere
presents an extraordinary picture of Assam’s
cultural heritage and religious tolerance. The
symbolic celebration of nature’s regeneration
during Ambubachi reflects the close relation-
ship between Assamese agrarian life and the
natural world. During this period, the earth it-
self is imagined as menstruating, and certain
agricultural activities are traditionally sus-
pended. These customs encourage respect for
nature and foster environmental awareness.
The gathering of people from different com-
munities highlights Assam’s cultural diversity.
The splendour and significance of the festival
have introduced Assam’s cultural heritage to
the world. To accommodate the immense
number of pilgrims, the government arranges
special facilities, including shelters, sanitation
services, drinking water, and security meas-
ures. Such arrangements contribute to the or-
derly conduct and success of the festival while
enhancing its international appeal. The rich-
ness and diversity of Ambubachi have estab-
lished it as a major spiritual and cultural
celebration where devotees experience not
only religious devotion but also a profound
connection with nature. Through this festival,
Assam’s cultural heritage and spirit of reli-
gious coexistence are presented before the
world in a remarkable manner.
The traditions of the Ambubachi Mela rep-

resent a unique fusion of Assam’s religious,
cultural, and agrarian heritage. Through the
symbolic observance of the Goddess’s men-
struation, the festival honours nature’s regen-
erative power and the sanctity of womanhood.
The reddish colour associated with the water
emerging from the sacred stone serves as a liv-
ing representation of this belief. During this
period, Tantric practitioners engage in special
disciplines to connect with the Goddess’s en-
ergy, while ordinary devotees seek peace and
blessings through worship. The festival’s con-
nection with Assamese agricultural life is par-
ticularly evident. The earth is regarded as
menstruating, and several farming-related ac-
tivities are temporarily prohibited. Such prac-
tices promote respect for nature and
environmental consciousness. Special vows
and rituals observed in rural communities fur-
ther reflect the close bond between cultivators
and the natural world. The cultural signifi-
cance of Ambubachi is a living expression of
Assam’s heritage. Pilgrims and tourists from
different parts of India and abroad gather dur-
ing the festival, creating a diverse and vibrant
atmosphere. This diversity showcases Assam’s
cultural richness and spirit of religious toler-
ance. The importance of Ambubachi has
brought international recognition to Assam’s
cultural traditions. Government initiatives to
provide accommodation, sanitation, drinking
water, and security ensure the comfort and
safety of pilgrims. These arrangements further
enhance the festival’s global appeal. The depth
and diversity of Ambubachi have transformed
it into a major spiritual and cultural event
where devotees experience both religious ful-
filment and a profound connection with na-
ture. Through the festival, Assam’s cultural
heritage and values of coexistence are pre-
sented to the world in a remarkable and endur-
ing manner.
Ultimately, Kamakhya Temple and the Am-

bubachi Mela establish a profound connection
between nature, divine energy, and devotion,
offering insight into the deeper meaning of
life. Their relevance remains undiminished
even in the modern age, continuing to attract
people from across the world. Kamakhya
Temple will remain a priceless treasure within
India’s spiritual landscape. Through the tem-
ple and the festival, Assam’s cultural and spir-
itual heritage will continue to shine before the
world. The depth and diversity of this legacy
have transformed Kamakhya into a universal
pilgrimage destination where devotees expe-
rience not only religious observance but also
a profound connection with nature. Through
this temple and its associated festival, Assam’s
cultural and spiritual heritage is presented to
the world as a truly remarkable and enduring
legacy.

Kamakhya Temple and the Ambubachi Mela

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

By: Dr Arun Mitra

After nearly 15 months, Prime Minister Narendra Modi was
invited as a special guest to attend the G7 meeting, since India
is not a member of this group. During the event, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and US President Donald Trump held a brief conversa-
tion. The pro-government media and ‘Andh Bhakts’ are making grand
claims about the meeting, but the facts tell a different story.
Commenting on his meeting with Prime Minister Modi, Donald

Trump said, “PM Modi is a very attractive-looking and tough man.
He is a very tough negotiator—one of the toughest, in fact. He is the
most attractive-looking man. He looks very nice. He looks like an
angel, but he is actually as tough as they come. He looks so good that
it surprises you. There are very few people like that. People say,
‘What a nice man he is.’ I say, ‘He is very tough.’ ... We will visit
India sometime in the future.”
There was little seriousness in these remarks. The entire world

knows that Trump often contradicts himself within hours of making
a statement. His claim that “if India is attacked, the United States
will stand with India” is rather surprising. Over the past period, he
has repeatedly invited Pakistan’s Prime Minister and Army Chief,
Field Marshal Asim Munir, to the United States and hosted them. He
even initiated discussions on an agreement with Iran through Pak-
istan’s mediation. Many countries today acknowledge that Pakistan
has played a significant role in these developments. Yet India has had
no place in this process, despite the fact that India’s role in promoting
world peace was once considered among the foremost in the world.
On February 25, Prime Minister Modi visited Israel and, while ad-

dressing its Parliament, stated that India had always stood with Israel
and would continue to do so under any circumstances. In such a sit-
uation, why would any other country place its trust in India? This is
also why, when the question of oil supplies arose, Iran stated that it
was providing oil out of concern for the Indian people, not because
of the Indian government. The Indian government was given no spe-
cial importance. Narendra Modi expressed no condolences regarding
the death of Ayatollah Khamenei, nor about the nearly 170 children
who were killed, nor about the sinking of an Iranian vessel and the deaths
of sailors allegedly caused by an American submarine attack. Under such
circumstances, why would any country attach importance to India?
We also know that after Operation Sindoor, Donald Trump repeat-

edly claimed that he had mediated between India and Pakistan and
brought the conflict to an end. Narendra Modi did not challenge this
statement even once. If Operation Sindoor was truly launched in re-
sponse to the killings in Pahalgam resulting from a Pakistani attack,
then where was the United States at that time? Why did it not support
India? Why did India have to send delegations around the world to
explain the truth about Operation Sindoor? It is another matter that
those delegations received little attention in most countries.
During his meeting with President Trump, the Prime Minister

raised the issue of the safety of working sailors only in a general man-
ner. He did not specifically protest the killing of three sailors by
American security forces even once. He merely expressed the hope
that the safety of sailors would be given priority. In response, Donald
Trump said that it was a very difficult job and involved many risks.
He neither expressed regret nor offered any firm assurance.
America’s primary interest is business. Trade negotiations between

India and the United States have been ongoing for some time, and
now the moment to finalize them has arrived. That is perhaps why
Narendra Modi suddenly appears angelic to Donald Trump.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi did not utter a single word regard-

ing the killing of Indian sailors by the United States, even when U.S.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio had, in effect, justified those killings.
Nor did he clearly ask Trump to condemn or oppose them.
One point for which Donald Trump thanked Narendra Modi was

that Modi was bringing Indian investment into the United States. This
seems rather ironic. On the one hand, the Prime Minister says that
the country is facing an economic crisis; on the other hand, he is en-
couraging Indian capital to be invested in America.
What was even more troubling was that Narendra Modi repeatedly

addressed Donald Trump as “Your Excellency.” At the same time,
Modi was holding slips of paper in his hand and repeatedly looking
at them to remember what he had to say. One wonders whether he is
now beginning to forget things? It appeared as though Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was sitting under considerable pressure. During the press
conference, Donald Trump answered all the questions, while Modi did
not respond to a single one. (IPA Service)

Modi-Trump meeting At G7 conclave
brought no cheers to India

The architecture of the temple is regarded as a unique example of Indian temple-building traditions. A distinctive
blend of the Nagara style and indigenous Assamese architectural elements gives the structure its special charac-
ter. Its harmony with the geographical setting of Nilachal Hill creates a tranquil and contemplative atmosphere.
One of the temple’s most remarkable features is the absence of an idol in the sanctum sanctorum. Instead, a natu-
ral rock formation resembling the yoni is worshipped as the symbol of the Goddess. A natural spring emerging

from this rock is considered a representation of the Goddess’s sanctity. This feature distinguishes Kamakhya from
other Shakti Peethas and establishes it as an exceptionally sacred centre. The dome-like structure, stone carvings,

and natural beauty of the hill inspire profound spiritual feelings among devotees
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HEALTH

By: Peter Morales-Brown

Fertility is closely linked to meta-
bolic health, with obesity being a
significant factor that can nega-

tively affect reproductive function in both
males and females.
Having overweight or obesity can con-

tribute to hormonal imbalances, insulin
resistance, chronic inflammation, and al-
tered reproductive hormone signaling, all
of which may impair fertility.
In females, obesity is often associated

with conditions such as polyendocrine
metabolic ovarian syndrome (PMOS),
formerly knows as PCOS, while in
males, it can reduce testosterone levels
and adversely affect sperm quality.
Thus, lifestyle changes, such as adopt-

ing balanced dietary plans, engaging in
regular physical activity, and maintaining
a healthy weight, can help enhance repro-
ductive outcomes and support fertility.

GLP-1 receptor agonists, such as We-
govy, which contain the active ingredient
semaglutide, are a class of medications
widely used for obesity and type 2 dia-
betes.
Now, emerging research suggests these

medications may also have positive ef-
fects on reproductive health. Two studies
indicate that GLP-1 drugs may offer re-
productive benefits, in addition to sup-
porting weight loss and metabolic health.
Firstly, an analysis published in Fertil-

ity and Sterility found potential improve-
ments in fertility-related outcomes
among women with PMOS.
Secondly, a review of clinical trials

presented at ENDO 2026 — which is yet
to appear in a peer-reviewed journal —
found that GLP-1 drugs may improve
testosterone levels and sperm quality in
some men with obesity.

While the findings add to growing in-
terest in the relationship between meta-
bolic health, weight management, and
reproductive function, the study authors
advise caution and note that further re-
search is necessary to investigate this as-
sociation.
Semaglutide improved reproductive

outcomes in PMOS
In a proof-of-concept study, re-

searchers from the University of Col-
orado Anschutz Medical Campus
evaluated a subset of participants en-
rolled in the ongoing RESTORE clinical
trial.
The RESTORE study is investigating

whether semaglutide or metformin can
help restore ovulation and improve repro-
ductive health in adolescents and adults
with PMOS and obesity.
PMOS is a common endocrine and

metabolic condition associatedTrusted
Source with infertility and obesity. Many

females with the condition are unable to
find treatments that effectively address
both reproductive symptoms and meta-
bolic complications.
“Raised body mass index (BMI) re-

duces fertility by causing hormonal im-
balances, which can disrupt ovulation in
women,” Clare Thompson, MBBS, BSc,
nMRCGP, General Practitioner at the
Cadogan Clinic, where she leads the
Weight Management Service, who was
not involved in the study, explained to
Medical News Today.
“Excess fatty tissue produces oestro-

gen, which changes the natural hormone
balance required for regular menstrual
cycles and egg release. A higher BMI can
also alter the fluid surrounding develop-
ing eggs, affecting their quality and abil-
ity to be fertilised by sperm,” Thompson
explained.

“Finally, a higher BMI changes the
uterine lining which can make it harder
for an embryo to attach and therefore in-
creases the risk of miscarriage,” she
added.
“GLP-1 medications can help a patient

to lose weight safely which can kick start
their fertility by regulating the hormone
balance again which may cause regular
ovulation to occur, resulting in an in-
creased chance of pregnancy,” Thompson
noetd.
However, “there are many other rea-

sons a female may be overweight other
than simple lifestyle choices, such as
PMOS, which primarily reduces fertility
by disrupting ovulation,” she further ex-
plained.
“It describes a scenario where the hor-

mone imbalance causes a relative rise in
androgens (male hormones) alongside in-
sulin resistance, which stalls egg devel-
opment. Without regular ovulation it
becomes difficult to conceive and predict
when a woman’s fertile window is for re-
production. Some PMOS patients also
experience lower egg quality and viabil-
ity or even issues with their uterine lin-
ing, which can make implantation
harder.”
– Clare Thompson, MBBS, BSc, nM-

RCGP
How might semaglutide improve fer-

tility in PMOS?
The analysis focused on participants

ages 12 to 35 years who achieved at least
10% weight loss while receiving in-
jectable semaglutide.
Investigators reported that improve-

ments in reproductive markers appeared
earlier than anticipated, prompting the
publication of preliminary findings be-
fore completion of the larger study.
According to the researchers, the find-

ings suggest that semaglutide could po-
tentially address both aspects of the
condition simultaneously, by improving
metabolic health while also supporting
reproductive function.
However, the study authors empha-

sized that the current analysis is prelimi-
nary and involved only a subset of
participants. The RESTORE trial is on-
going, and longer-term data will be nec-
essary to determine whether the observed
reproductive benefits are sustained.
“The researchers concluded that sub-

stantial weight loss during semaglutide
treatment was linked to considerable im-
provements in reproductive health among
women with PMOS and obesity,”
Thompson highlighted.
“The results suggest that addressing

excess weight and the underlying meta-
bolic dysfunction associated with PMOS
can help restore hormonal balance and im-
prove reproductive function. The findings
deliver early evidence that semaglutide
may offer a dual benefit, targeting obesity
and key reproductive challenges associ-
ated with the condition, including irreg-
ular menstruation and impaired fertility.”

– Clare Thompson, MBBS, BSc, nMRCGP
What about fertility in men?
Separately, a review of five random-

ized controlled trials presented at ENDO
2026 found that GLP-1 drugs, such as
semaglutide and liraglutide, do not ap-
pear to harm male fertility and may even
improve testosterone levels and sperm
quality in some men with obesity.
“The relationship between obesity,

metabolic health, and fertility has been
well established for many years,” Philip
Werthman, MD, board-certified urolo-
gist, men’s health specialist, and director

of the Center for Male Reproductive
Medicine and Vasectomy Reversal in Los
Angeles, CA, who was not involved in
the study, told MNT.
“In both men and women, obesity can

disrupt normal reproductive hormone
signaling, impair fertility, and negatively
affect reproductive outcomes. In men, we
commonly see lower testosterone levels,
functional hypogonadism, erectile dys-
function, and poorer semen parameters,”
Werthman explained.
Researchers from the University Hos-

pitals Coventry and Warwickshire and
Warwick Medical School in the United
Kingdom conducted a review of trials ex-
amining GLP-1 medications in men ages
18 to 65 years, comparing GLP-1 thera-
pies with placebo or alternative treat-
ments.
Across the studies, GLP-1 drugs

showed no evidence of negatively affect-
ing testosterone levels, reproductive hor-
mones, sexual function, or sperm quality.
Notably, a 24-week semaglutide trial

reported improvements in sperm mor-
phology and cholesterol levels while
maintaining stable hormone levels. An-
other 16-week study found that liraglu-
tide increased testosterone and related
reproductive hormones in males with
obesity-related low testosterone.
The researchers note that health out-

comes in these men were superior to
those achieved through testosterone re-
placement therapy alone.
This suggests a potential shift from

testosterone replacement in males with
obesity and low testosterone, instead
treating excess weight and metabolic
health, which can restore hormone levels
and preserve fertility.
“The male fertility data are also be-

coming increasingly compelling,” Werth-
man added. “Obesity-related
hypogonadism is one of the most com-
mon reversible causes of low testosterone
that I see in practice. Several studies have
demonstrated improvements in testos-
terone levels and certain semen parame-
ters following treatment with GLP-1
receptor agonists.”
“Reports involving liraglutide have

shown improvements in sperm concen-
tration, motility, morphology, and testos-
terone levels. More recent semaglutide
data suggest improvements in sperm

morphology and testosterone while pre-
serving normal gonadotropin signaling.”
– Philip Werthman, MD
“One of the most important clinical

distinctions is that GLP-1 therapies ap-
pear fundamentally different from testos-
terone replacement therapy for men who
wish to preserve fertility,” he noted.
“Exogenous testosterone can suppress

sperm production by shutting down the
hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis. In
contrast, GLP-1 receptor agonists im-
prove metabolic health and may improve
endogenous testosterone production
without impairing spermatogenesis,”
Werthman explained.
Why might GLP-1 drugs affect fertil-

ity?
While the exact mechanism is not fully

understood, researchers suggest the re-
productive benefits from GLP-1 drugs
may be driven by improvements in meta-
bolic health.
Obesity is known to affect hormone

regulation, ovulation, sperm production,
and overall reproductive function.
Weight loss can help restore hormonal
balance and improve fertility outcomes
in both males and females.
GLP-1 drugs can improve blood sugar

regulation, reduce appetite, and often
produce substantial weight loss. These
metabolic improvements may indirectly
support reproductive health by reducing
inflammation, improving insulin sensitiv-
ity, and restoring hormone production.
In those with PMOS, insulin resistance

is a major contributor to hormonal imbal-
ances and ovulatory dysfunction. Ad-
dressing these underlying metabolic
problems may help restore regular ovu-
lation and improve fertility.
“The evidence suggests that weight

loss is the primary driver of the reproduc-
tive improvements seen with semaglu-
tide, as substantial weight reduction is
known to improve hormone balance,
ovarian function and fertility in women
with PMOS.”

– Clare Thompson, MBBS, BSc, nMRCGP
“However, GLP-1 drugs may also

have direct effects on reproductive health
via mechanisms such as insulin sig-
nalling and ovarian function. Further
studies are needed to determine how
much of the benefit comes from weight
loss versus the medication itself,”

Thompson noted.
Similarly, obesity-related low testos-

terone is often linked to metabolic dys-
function rather than primary testicular
disease. This means that weight reduction
may help restore natural hormone pro-
duction.
“As a male fertility specialist, I view

these findings as highly encouraging,”
Werthman emphasized. “The broader
benefits of GLP-1 therapy—including
improvements in body composition, in-
sulin resistance, cardiovascular risk fac-
tors, sleep apnea, and overall metabolic
health—can all positively influence re-
productive function.”
“Because infertility, obesity, metabolic

syndrome, and low testosterone fre-
quently coexist, treating the underlying
metabolic disease may have substantial
downstream reproductive benefits. Over-
all, I believe most of the fertility benefits
observed with GLP-1 therapies are cur-
rently best explained by weight loss and
metabolic improvement,” he told us.
“However, the consistency of emerg-

ing data in both men and women raises
the possibility that these medications
may ultimately prove to have direct re-
productive effects as well. Larger
prospective studies specifically designed
to evaluate fertility outcomes will be
needed to answer that question defini-
tively,” Werthman added.
More research is necessary
Despite the encouraging findings, both

research teams emphasize that the evi-
dence remains preliminary.
The semaglutide study in females rep-

resents an early proof-of-concept analy-
sis from the RESTORE clinical trial,
while the male fertility findings were
based on a relatively small number of
studies with varying methodologies.
While the findings are promising, nei-

ther semaglutide nor other GLP-1 recep-
tor agonists have been approved
specifically as fertility treatments. Future
studies may examine whether these re-
productive improvements translate into
higher pregnancy rates, improved live
birth outcomes, and long-term reproduc-
tive benefits. For now, the findings pro-
vide early evidence that the fertility
conversation surrounding GLP-1 medica-
tions may be more nuanced than previ-
ously thought. (Courtesy: MNT)

SUNDAY SPECIAL

By: Lakshmy Ramakrishnan

The intersection of armed
conflict and infectious dis-
ease has once again placed

global health security at risk. The
current Ebola outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC) highlights a convergence
that is challenging to manage. The
DRC and nearby Uganda declared
the outbreak on 15 May 2026,
while the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) declared it a Public
Health Emergency of International
Concern just 48 hours later. The
Africa Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) followed
suit, declaring it a Public Health
Emergency of Continental Secu-
rity (PHECS). The outbreak likely
began much earlier, with reports of
a mysterious disease in the gold-
mining town of Mongbwalu and
nearby regions emerging as early
as April. Current estimates report
138 deaths and 695 confirmed
cases. The ongoing outbreak is
characterised by three main fac-
tors: weakened community-based
disease surveillance, the effects of
conflict and displacement on
health system functioning, and the
lack of an approved vaccine or
specific therapeutic agent. Collec-
tively, these factors render the out-
break susceptible to becoming
unmanageable and underscore the
need for better preparedness.
Bundibugyovirus and Delayed

Detection
Ebola virus disease occurs when

a person is infected with a virus
that causes haemorrhagic fever, se-
vere tissue inflammation and dam-
age, and, if left untreated, can be
life-threatening. In humans, three
different viruses—Ebolavirus,
Sudan virus, and Bundibugyo
virus—are known to cause large-
scale Ebola outbreaks. The largest

and most severe outbreak, caused
by Ebolavirus, was the 2014–2016
West Africa outbreak, during
which over 28,600 cases were re-
ported. The current outbreak is at-
tributed to Bundibugyovirus
(BDBV), marking the third time it
has been detected in humans; pre-
vious outbreaks occurred in 2007
and 2012. The fatality rate for
BDBV is reported to be between
30 and 50 percent, lower than that
of the West Africa outbreak, which
had a fatality rate of 63 percent.
This highlights the need for

point-of-care BDBV-specific or
pan-filovirus diagnostics as part of
an Ebola preparedness system. De-
layed detection of BDBV, coupled
with its non-specific clinical pres-
entation, led to undetected trans-
mission events.
These viruses are of zoonotic

origin, and studies suggest that
fruit bats in the family Pteropodi-
dae are their natural reservoir.
Transmission occurs when humans
are in close contact with blood or
secretions of animals that carry the
virus. Human-to-human transmis-
sion occurs in close contact set-
tings such as healthcare settings,
when a person comes into direct
contact with the blood or bodily
fluids of a sick individual or from
a deceased individual, as well as
through contaminated inanimate
objects and surfaces. Symptoms
appear between 2 and 21 days after
infection and initially overlap with
other viral haemorrhagic fevers
and diseases such as malaria, com-
plicating diagnosis.
Reports of a mysterious illness

in the remote gold-mining town of
Mongbwalu in Ituri Province,
DRC, which had already claimed
lives, emerged in April 2026, but
surveillance and diagnostic limita-
tions delayed recognition of an
Ebola outbreak. GeneXpert diag-

nostic kits failed to detect BDBV
as they were designed to detect
Ebolavirus, potentially allowing
undetected transmission. Later,
pan-filovirus PCR assays—assays
that detect a broad range of
viruses—alongside sequencing ap-
proaches, were used to detect BDBV
cases. Obtaining diagnostic kits and
reagents for sequencing faced logis-
tical delays because they required
specialised equipment and trained
personnel. This highlights the need
for point-of-care BDBV-specific
or pan-filovirus diagnostics as part
of an Ebola preparedness system.
Delayed detection of BDBV, cou-
pled with its non-specific clinical
presentation, led to undetected
transmission events. This is con-
cerning because delayed detection
events have previously been asso-
ciated with larger and longer Ebola
outbreaks. 
Spillover Risks
The outbreak also points to the

need for a deeper understanding of
the interconnectedness between
humans, plants, animals, and the
planet, or the One Health ap-
proach. While fruit bats are consid-
ered the natural reservoir of
BDBV, there is a lack of definitive
scientific evidence to explain how
zoonotic spillover events occur,
whether any intermediate hosts
exist, and the precise mechanisms
of transmission from hosts to hu-
mans. Ituri Province possesses rich
bat biodiversity, with caves and
dense forest canopies that act as
roosting sites for bats. Further, the
region contains artisanal gold-min-
ing communities and is densely
populated. Habitat loss and degra-
dation have likely contributed to
biodiversity loss and are likely to
be responsible for frequent
spillover events in the region.
Cross-border mobility through this
porous region has likely resulted in

the spread of the outbreak to
Uganda, which has reported 19
BDBV cases and two deaths as of
10 June 2026. Studies on virus-
human interaction show that a
tightly linked ecosystem between
bats and humans can facilitate
spillover events. For instance,
close physical contact with bats
through droppings, contaminated
fruits, or bushmeat can facilitate
transmission.
Conflict and the Erosion of

Health Security
The DRC is also marked by con-

flict and insecurity since the 1994
Rwandan genocide. Ethnic ten-
sions and political violence, partic-
ularly in Ituri, located along the
DRC–Rwanda border, over land
resources and mineral extraction
among militant and ethnic organi-
sations, dominate the region. Large
reserves of rare-earth metals and
minerals have incentivised more
groups, including American and
Chinese multinational mining
companies, to become involved in
the conflict. In addition to the six
million deaths since 1996, approx-
imately 5.6 million people have
been displaced within the DRC,
and an estimated 26.5 million peo-
ple suffer from food insecurity.
Against this backdrop, the DRC
has also experienced repeated
Ebola outbreaks; the ongoing out-
break is the 17th Ebola outbreak in
the DRC.
Large reserves of rare-earth met-

als and minerals have incentivised
more groups, including American
and Chinese multinational mining
companies, to become involved in
the conflict. In addition to the six
million deaths since 1996, approx-
imately 5.6 million people have
been displaced within the DRC,
and an estimated 26.5 million peo-
ple suffer from food insecurity.
Despite a peace agreement—the

Washington Peace Accords for
Peace and Prosperity—between
the DRC and Rwanda being signed
in 2025, clashes between M23, a
Rwanda-backed militant group,
and the DRC are ongoing. Cycles
of conflict have weakened the
health infrastructure and road con-
nectivity needed to access health
services. Security measures ham-
per the movement of health work-
ers, food, and medical supplies,
while attacks on healthcare facili-
ties have prevented access to criti-
cal health needs. The DRC was the
most affected African country by
United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) cuts,
creating gaps in disease surveil-
lance and monitoring measures.
Displacement of people from the
conflict-affected region makes
contact tracing difficult. Disrup-
tions in economic activity, such as
trade and agriculture, have exacer-
bated poverty,  contributing to the
country's severe food insecurity.
Political violence has created an
environment of fear, mistrust, mis-
information, and disinformation,
hampering measures to contain
viral spread.
For instance, mistrust has fu-

elled debate over the origin of
BDBV—questioning its existence,
casting suspicion over whether aid
workers' presence in the region is
to help local communities or to
gain access to the region’s miner-
als, and whether the outbreak is a
result of a deliberate bioweapon at-
tack. As a result, suspected indi-
viduals have fled Ebola triage
stations, making contact tracing
and attempts to minimise transmis-
sion difficult. These tensions have
resulted in attacks on medical pro-
fessionals and hospital infrastruc-
ture. Previous Ebola outbreaks
emphasised the importance of de-
tection and surveillance, where

strong, coordinated, community-
centric responses helped contain
and stop the spread of the virus.
This is essential as early support-
ive care is the only life-saving in-
tervention for BDBV infection.
The importance of communicat-

ing precautionary measures within
cultural contexts was highlighted
in Dorothy Crawford’s book,
Ebola: Profile of a Killer Virus.
The importance of communicat-

ing precautionary measures within
cultural contexts was highlighted
in Dorothy Crawford’s book,
Ebola: Profile of a Killer Virus.
This includes educating people
about the need for safe burial prac-
tices, implementing triage systems
with transparent dividers, promot-
ing behaviours that minimise ex-
posure to potential sites of
transmission, and providing reas-
surance that spread can be rela-
tively easily contained compared
to airborne viruses.
Closing the Preparedness Gap
There are no approved vaccines

or therapeutics for BDBV. This
demonstrates a paradox in pre-
paredness: the licensed Ebola vac-
cine (for Ebolavirus), Ervebo,
offers limited cross-protection
against other ebolaviruses, while
the limited number of BDBV out-
breaks has provided little opportu-
nity or incentive to develop and
evaluate candidate vaccines. Nev-
ertheless, WHO expert and advi-
sory groups have recommended
that several treatments and vaccine
candidates be evaluated in clinical
trials as a priority. These include
monoclonal antibody therapies
such as MBP134 and Maf-
tivimab®, the antiviral remdesivir,
and the post-exposure prophylaxis
obeldesivir. Investigational vac-
cine candidates include the rVSV
Bundibugyo vaccine (developed
by the International AIDS Vaccine

Initiative) and the ChAdOx1
Bundibugyo candidate (developed
by the University of Oxford and
the Serum Institute of India). The
Coalition for Epidemic Prepared-
ness Innovations (CEPI) an-
nounced plans to invest US$ 60
million in the rapid R&D of these
two vaccine candidates, as well as
Moderna’s mRNA vaccine candi-
date for BDBV, while Gavi, the
Vaccine Alliance, will add US$ 50
million to ensure high-volume pro-
duction and access. The Pandemic
Fund has pledged US$ 220.6 mil-
lion to fill gaps in the response to
the outbreak.
There are no approved vaccines

or therapeutics for BDBV. This
demonstrates a paradox in pre-
paredness: the licensed Ebola vac-
cine (for Ebolavirus), Ervebo,
offers limited cross-protection
against other ebolaviruses, while
the limited number of BDBV out-
breaks has provided little opportu-
nity or incentive to develop and
evaluate candidate vaccines.
The US Centres for Disease

Control and Prevention (CDC)
models have predicted that the on-
going outbreak could become as
large as the 2014–2016 West
Africa outbreak. Until a safe and
efficacious vaccine is approved for
use against BDBV, community-
centric public health interventions
must take primacy. The DRC
poses a unique challenge, where
severely weakened health infra-
structure, armed conflict, and dis-
placement can thwart efforts to
contain a viral outbreak. Employ-
ing rapid, point-of-care diagnostics
for BDBV to enhance surveillance
and detection, alongside raising
awareness of behaviours and prac-
tices that facilitate transmission to
and among humans, remains criti-
cal at this juncture. (Courtesy:
ORF)

Conflict as a disease multiplier: The DRC’s Ebola outbreak

GLP-1 drugs show early promise for improving fertility in males and females
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KOLKATA, June 21: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday said that a strong
maritime capability is the deciding factor for
a country’s economic and strategic influ-
ence, and India understands this well and is
preparing for it.
In his address after commissioning three

indigenously built naval ships at the Syama
Prasad Mookerjee Port here, Modi said India
does not want to remain only a buyer coun-
try in the defence sector and the nation’s
armed forces cannot become just a market
for the world.
“The recognition of our capabilities lies in

our self-reliance and not in becoming a mar-
ket for the world,” he said.
“No nation can become a big power with-

out maritime prowess. Development, secu-
rity and prosperity are tied to the seas. A
country with maritime capabilities is strong
and has more economic and strategic influ-
ence,” Modi said.
He said India understands this reality well,

and is preparing itself for it.
The PM commissioned indigenously built

stealth frigate Dunagiri, survey vessel San-
shodhak and anti-submarine warfare shallow
water craft Agray.
He said the frontline platforms represent

key operational capabilities across maritime
combat, hydrographic surveying and anti-
submarine warfare.
Modi said India demonstrated its maritime

capabilities a few years ago by commission-
ing aircraft carrier INS Vikrant. India’s first
indigenously built aircraft carrier INS
Vikrant was commissioned in 2022.
He said India’s journey from INS Vikrant

to this date is not just about new warships
but towards increasing self-reliance.
The PM said the commissioning of INS

Agray, INS Dunagiri and INS Sansodhak is
giving momentum to that journey.
“These three ships were designed and

built in India and represent the country’s tal-
ent,” he said.
Asserting that India is transforming itself

fast from a buyer country to a builder coun-
try, he said, “We will be the decider the day
we become a builder.
Stating that India was once among the

world’s largest defence importers, the PM
said this dependence caused the country to
face both strategic and security challenges.
Modi said that since 2014, his government

has taken major policy level reform initia-
tives to overcome these issues.

“Primacy was given to self-reliance in the
defence sector,” the PM said, pointing out
that as a result, new horizons have opened
for design, manufacturing and export in this
sector.
Modi said that over 40 warships and sub-

marines have been commissioned in the last
few years, and 45 large naval platforms are
under construction.
These are not just numbers but proof of

India’s industrial capacity and indication of
the country’s future, he said.
The PM said Indian enterprises, engineers

and workers were involved in the construc-
tion of the three naval platforms commis-
sioned on Sunday. The vessels were
designed by the Indian Navy’s Warship De-
sign Bureau and built by Kolkata-based De-
fence PSU Garden Reach Shipbuilders and

Engineers Ltd.
These platforms have indigenous content

exceeding 75 per cent, with extensive par-
ticipation by the Indian industry, including
more than 200 MSMEs, in their construc-
tion, an official said.
The PM said the government views the

maritime sector as “developed India’s em-
ployment engine” as it has the capability to
create lakhs of jobs.
“The time has come for India to enter the

next phase of maritime power and that is
why the country has started moving ahead
with a new vision for the shipbuilding indus-
try,” he said.
Stating that several policy reforms have

been implemented in recent years, the PM
said special initiatives have been taken to in-
crease domestic production.
He said shipbuilding, repair, recycling and

MRO (maintenance, repair and operation)
are being viewed as an important national
mission.
The PM said the ` 70,000 crore financial

package for the shipping sector is not just an
economic decision, but an investment in
India’s maritime future and industrial expan-
sion. The government had, in September,
2025, announced three schemes entailing in-
vestment of nearly `     70,000 crore to revi-
talise the country’s shipbuilding sector.
“India is strengthening its maritime

ecosystem,” he said, adding that the country
is modernising its ports with this vision.
“India has always considered the sea as a

medium of cooperation, but the country also
knows that capability is equally important
for ensuring peace,” he said. (PTI)

Strong maritime capability deciding factor for
country’s economic, strategic influence: Modi

NEW DELHI, June 21: The Con-
gress on Sunday made a strong
pitch for making right to vote a
fundamental right, saying it would
be a powerful step in putting in
place safeguards against voter sup-
pression or arbitrary disqualifica-
tions that have taken place in
different states in “astronomical
numbers” under the SIR process.
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh

said that with the “blatantly parti-
san functioning” of the Election
Commission of India “working at
the behest” of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah having been
brutally exposed, it is now time to
elevate the right to vote as a funda-
mental right that would offer it the
highest level of judicial review and
protection. Ramesh pointed out
that on Friday last a two-judge
bench of the Supreme Court de-
clared the right to walk on a foot-
path as a fundamental right under
the Constitution.
The Constituent Assembly had

set up an Advisory Committee on
Fundamental Rights, Minorities
and Tribal and Excluded Areas
under the Chairmanship of Sardar
Patel. In its meeting held on April
21-22 1947, there was an animated
discussion on making the right to
vote a fundamental right with Dr.
Ambedkar and Babu Jagjivan Ram
argued strongly in its favour, he re-
called. Sardar Patel, C Ra-

jagopalachari, and some others
took the position that if the right to
vote was made a fundamental right
the princely states may be reluctant
to join the Indian Union and that it
is enough to provide for universal
adult franchise in the Constitution,
Ramesh said.
“Sardar Patel himself took the

position that universal adult fran-
chise was, in itself, an implicit fun-
damental right. This is the
background to Article 326 which
provides for elections based on
universal adult suffrage,” he said.
Over the past seven decades there
has been a continuing debate on
whether the right to vote is a statu-
tory right provided by the Repre-
sentation of People Act, 1951 or is
an explicit fundamental right, he
said.
“Different views have been ex-

pressed. Most recently, Justice Ajay
Rastogi in a dissenting opinion in the
Anoop Baranwal vs Union of India
judgement of March 2023 held that
the right to vote is a fundamental
right,” Ramesh pointed out. (PTI)

Congress makes strong
pitch for making right to
vote a fundamental right

NEW DELHI, June 21: From the icy
heights of Siachen Glacier to the vast Rann
of Kutch, and from the hills of the northeast
to naval platforms at sea, the armed forces
observed the International Day of Yoga
across the country, reaffirming their com-
mitment to physical fitness and mental r
silience. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

led the celebrations in Shillong, as he, ac-
companied by IAF Chief Air Chief Marshal
A P Singh and other air warriors, took part
in a yoga session hosted by the Eastern Air
Command.
“Celebrating the International Yoga Day

at Eastern Air Command in Shillong. I urge
everyone to make Yoga an integral part of
their lives,” he said in a post on X and also
shared a video of the session.
Chief of Defence Staff Gen NS Raja Sub-

ramani led the Yoga Day celebrations or-
ganised by Headquarters Integrated
Defence Staff at the National War Memorial
in Delhi.
  Meanwhile, Army Chief Gen Upendra

Dwivedi fronted the celebrations with

troops in Tezpur, Assam.
“His participation alongside soldiers in

the Eastern theatre symbolised the Army’s
continued emphasis on fitness, resilience
and operational readiness in all terrains and
conditions,” a senior official said.
This year marks the 12th International

Day of Yoga (IDY) with the theme ‘Yoga
for Healthy Ageing’, which emphasises the

importance of yoga for all ages.
“From the icy heights of Siachen Glacier

to the southern tip at Kanyakumari; from
the land of the rising sun in the northeast to
the vast expanse of the Rann of Kutch, sol-
diers performed yoga in diverse and chal-
lenging terrains, reaffirming their
commitment to physical fitness, mental
well-being and holistic health,” the Army

said in a post on X.
The celebrations reflected the Indian

Army’s ethos of discipline, resilience and
wellness, while reinforcing yoga’s role in
promoting a healthy lifestyle and enhancing
operational effectiveness.
In the national capital, the Indian Army

hosted the event at the Cariappa Parade
Ground at Delhi Cantonment.
Army jawans and others, positioned in a

huge grid formation, stretched their arms
and legs to perform various ‘asanas’.
Vice Chief of the Army Staff, Lt Gen

Dhiraj Seth participated in the yoga session
at the Cariappa Parade Ground with over
3,500 enthusiastic participants, including
several personnel and their family mem-
bers, veterans, women, children, NCC
cadets and many civilians, officials said.
Defence attaches from more than 17

countries also joined the event, reflecting
the global significance of yoga and its
growing acceptance as a path to health, har-
mony and well-being, the Army official
said. (PTI)

From Shillong to seas

Armed forces celebrate International Day of Yoga across India

RAIPUR, June 21: Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi arrived in Raipur on
Sunday to participate in the party’s
training camp for office-bearers
and functionaries of its Chhattis-
garh unit.
A large number of Congress

workers and supporters gathered at
the Swami Vivekananda Airport to
welcome Gandhi, who arrived on
a regular flight shortly after 2 pm.
Former chief minister Bhupesh

Baghel, Chhattisgarh Congress in-
charge Sachin Pilot, state party
president Deepak Baij, former
deputy chief minister T S Singh
Deo and several other senior party
leaders received him at the airport.

Party workers waved flags and
raised slogans in support of
Gandhi, the Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, as he made his
way out of the airport.
Gandhi proceeded directly to

Abhanpur town in Raipur district,
where the training programme is
being held. He is scheduled to re-
turn to New Delhi later in the
evening. The 10-day training
camp, organised from June 20 to
29, is aimed at strengthening the
party organisation and enhancing
grassroots engagement, a Congress
functionary said.
District Congress Committee

presidents from across the state have
been participating in the programme,
he said. As part of the training, par-
ticipants will undertake field visits,
engage in ‘shramdaan’ (voluntary
community service) activities and
spend a night in villages to gain first-
hand understanding of local issues
and strengthen their connect with the
grassroots, he said. (PTI)

Rahul Gandhi arrives in Raipur to attend Cong
training camp for Chhattisgarh functionaries

NEW DELHI, June 21: On the second day of
the protest at Jantar Mantar, Cockroach Janta
Party founder Abhijeet Dipke sought farmers’
support to the youth-led agitation over alleged
examination irregularities, NEET paper leak
and the demand for education minister’s resig-
nation.
He said students stood by farmers in the fight

for their rights and need farmers’ solidarity now.
While the protest drew hundreds of youths on

Saturday, police made repeated announcements
in the evening, asking those present to vacate
the premises. Police
said the permission
granted for the gather-
ing had ended at 5 pm.
Dipke and several other protesters, however,

sat through the night and have continued the sit-
in protest at Jantar Mantar, reiterating their de-
mand for Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation.
The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) founder has

also appealed to people to reach Jantar Mantar,
while asking NEET re-exam aspirants to join
the agitation after completing their test.
“We are holding the fort but without your

support this movement won’t be successful,”
Dipke said as he urged people to join the protest
on Sunday.
Seeking support from the farmer community,

he said, “I appeal to farmers across India to
come and stand with students at Jantar Mantar.”
When farmers were fighting for their rights,

students stood shoulder to shoulder with them

and now students need the same solidarity
today, he said.
Earlier, in a series of posts on X, Dipke ap-

pealed to police not to stop people from coming
to Jantar Mantar, saying the protesters were not
doing anything wrong and were only seeking
justice for students who died by suicide.
He also requested authorities to restore water

supply to public restrooms at the protest site,
claiming that there had been no water supply
since Saturday night. The protesters had earlier
alleged that lights at the site were switched off
and access to water, food and washrooms was
restricted.
They later said drinking water access was re-

stored, and lights were switched back on.
The Delhi Police had on Saturday night di-

rected Dipke and the protesters to vacate the

venue, saying the demonstration had permission
only from 10 am to 5 pm. Police said continua-
tion beyond the permitted hours was a violation
of the conditions of permission and warned of
legal action.
As the night progressed, Dipke and the pro-

testers remained at the site, turning the demon-
stration into an overnight sit-in. The protesters
continued raising slogans demanding Pradhan’s
resignation, and the protest site saw a steady
presence of supporters through the night, with
Dipke continuing to address the gathering and
urging more people to join the demonstration.
Several protesters carried placards and raised

slogans, and the atmosphere remained charged
at Jantar Mantar.
Dipke said the protest would continue peace-

fully and reiterated his appeal for dialogue with
the Centre, saying the channel for talks re-
mained open if accountability was fixed and the
education minister resigned.
The protest began on Saturday afternoon

under heavy police deployment, CCTV surveil-
lance, barricades and presence of security per-
sonnel wearing body cameras.
Hundreds of supporters, mostly youth, gath-

ered at Jantar Mantar after Dipke’s call to bring
“thali and chammach” and banged plates and
spoons while raising slogans demanding Prad-
han’s resignation.
Dipke has demanded a compensation of Rs 1

crore for the families of students who died by
suicide following the paper leak and cancella-
tion of the entrance examination. (PTI)

Dipke seeks farmers’ backing, asks
NEET candidates to join after exam THIRUVALLUR (TAMIL

NADU), June 21: Seven women
died during treatment on Sunday
after being affected in a major am-
monia gas leak at a private seafood
processing unit in Manjangaranai
near Periyapalayam, police said.
A total of 67 affected workers

were rushed to local medical cen-
tres immediately, Thiruvallur Dis-
trict Collector S Kavitha said.
According  to her, 46 are being

treated at Vels Hospital and 21 at
Venkateshwara Hospital. Nine of
the most critically ill patients have
since been mobilised via ambu-
lances to the Government Stanley
Medical College Hospital in Chen-
nai. (PTI)

7 women killed in
ammonia gas leak

THANE, June 21: Right-wing or-
ganisation Hindu Janajagruti
Samiti has claimed that religious
conversion networks are operating
on Mumbai’s local trains and asked
the railways and Maharashtra gov-
ernment to take immediate action
against such elements.
In a statement released on Sun-

day, it alleged that the railway net-
work, particularly the
Panvel-CSMT AC locals, is being
exploited by Christian missionaries
and fraudsters.
Commuters are being targeted

through posters promoting Chris-
tian “healing meetings” claiming
to cure cancer through prayer,
alongside misleading advertise-
ments for “Bengali Babas”, it said.
The release said that the Hindu

Janajagruti Samiti has submitted a
memorandum to the State Director
General of Police, the Home De-
partment, and the Central Railway
General Manager. (PTI)

Right-wing outfit claims
religious conversion

networks active 

JABALPUR (MP), June 21: President
Droupadi Murmu on Sunday stressed the
need for universities and institutions to in-
culcate the spirit of Indian culture and tradi-
tion in students, alongside modernity.
Murmu was addressing the 36th convoca-

tion of the Rani Durgavati Vishwa Vidyalaya
(RDVV) in Madhya Pradesh’s Jabalpur.
“Universities and institutions are expected

to inculcate the spirit of Indian culture and
tradition in students, along with modernity,”
she said, stressing the need to promote skills
and knowledge among tribal communities.
She called upon the youth to maintain the

“sanctity” of their identity and tradition, say-
ing that balanced development of the coun-

try is possible only through the coordination
of modernity and tradition.
Rani Durgavati, in whose name this uni-

versity is established, was the epitome of re-
nunciation, hard work and dedication. She
has been recognised as the great ruler of the

Gondwana Empire, Murmu noted.
The President said Rani Durgavati has

been a symbol of inspiration for women’s
empowerment.
“It is important to bring forward those

who have been left behind in the race for de-
velopment and integrate them into the main-
stream. We must all work together to ensure
that our students and youth have the oppor-
tunity to participate in modern develop-
ment,” she said. Murmu expressed
happiness that there was a significant num-
ber of females among those receiving gold
medals at the convocation.
She described this as a symbol of the

country’s all-round development and said

that India is a country of youth, who consti-
tute nearly 65 per cent of the population.
These youth have the indomitable courage

to do anything, and the country and its citi-
zens have great expectations from them,
Murmu stressed.
“These expectations will only be fulfilled

when they get employment according to
their qualifications. The central and state
governments are making efforts to achieve
this,” she said.
The President further said that today the

entire world is changing rapidly, and along
with it, everything, including our clothing
and lifestyle, is also changing at a rapid
pace. (PTI)

Universities should nurture Indian culture,
tradition alongside modernity: Murmu

NEW DELHI, June 21:
Several members of the
diplomatic corps in Delhi
on Sunday took part in a
yoga session along with
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar to mark the
International Day of Yoga.
Besides, the Australian

High Commission and French Embassy here released special videos to
mark the occasion. This year marks the 12th International Day of Yoga
(IDY) with the theme ‘Yoga for Healthy Ageing’, which emphasises the
importance of yoga for all ages.
“Joined the Diplomatic Corps at New Delhi to celebrate the #Interna-

tionalDayofYoga. As PM @narendramodi highlighted, we must strive to
make yoga a part of our lives, part of our families, and a part of our com-
ing generations. #YogaForHealthyAgeing,” Jaishankar posted on X.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi led the nation in celebrating IDY and

took part in a mega yoga session held in the streets of Kolkata.
The video by the Australian High Commission was shared on X on

Sunday by the country’s envoy Philip Green.
“From New Delhi to Chennai, Mumbai to Kolkata & Bengaluru - Team

Australia in India is moving together! Watch our teams across India unite
for a powerful #InternationalYogaDay celebration. Yoga truly connects
us all across borders and cultures Australia India,” he posted.
The French Embassy also released an engaging video, which showed

its members taking part in a yoga session held in a hall of the embassy
premises, with a cut-out model of the iconic Eiffel Tower in the backdrop.
“Deadlines, meetings, endless emails… and then, a moment to breathe. This
#InternationalDayOfYoga, Embassy colleagues went from stress to stretch,
trading tension for balance in the grand hall, with our yoga mats and tees
forming the colours of the French flag,” it said in its post on X. (PTI)

Diplomatic corps in Delhi
joins Yoga Day celebrations,

embassies post videos

NEW DELHI, June 21: The
Union government is set to deploy
CISF security personnel to secure
five more prisons of Jammu and
Kashmir after the two central jails
in Jammu and Srinagar.
A force spokesperson said on Sun-

day that “plans are under considera-
tion” for extending the security cover
of the paramilitary to the high secu-
rity prison at Mahanpur (Kathua)
and district jails of Jammu, Anant-
nag, Kupwara and Baramulla. The
Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) was inducted for providing
armed security to the Central Jails in
Srinagar and Jammu (Kot Bhalwal)
at Jammu in October 2023. (PTI)

Five more jails in
J&K to get CISF
security cover

DAY 2 OF CJP STIR
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, June 21: The 12th
International Day of Yoga was ob-
served across the Northeastern
states on Sunday with governors,
chief ministers, ministers, security
personnel, students and citizens
participating in mass yoga ses-
sions and highlighting the impor-
tance of the ancient practice in
promoting physical, mental and
emotional well-being.
The celebrations were held

under the theme “Yoga for
Healthy Ageing”, with leaders
across the region describing yoga
as India’s enduring contribution to
global health and harmony.
In Mizoram, Governor Vijay

Kumar Singh led the state-level
celebrations at the Assam Rifles
Helipad in Aizawl’s Zokhawsang
area. 
Addressing participants, he de-

scribed yoga as a holistic practice
that promotes the well-being of
both body and mind and credited
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for taking yoga to the global
stage. 
Health and Family Welfare

Minister Lalrinpuii said yoga of-
fers balance and tranquillity amid
the pressures of modern life and

stressed that the practice is acces-
sible to everyone. 
Similar programmes were or-

ganised in district hospitals,
health and wellness centres and
educational institutions across the
state.
Arunachal Pradesh witnessed

extensive celebrations across the
state.  Governor KT Parnaik, par-
ticipating in a programme at Lok
Bhavan in Itanagar, termed yoga
one of India’s greatest gifts to hu-
manity and said it has become an
effective and affordable tool for
preventive healthcare in an era
marked by rising stress and
lifestyle disorders. 
Chief Minister Pema Khandu

led the state-level event at Jang in
Tawang district, where school stu-
dents, Indian Army personnel,
Central Armed Police Forces,
Border Roads Organisation offi-
cials and local residents partici-
pated in a mass yoga session. 
Khandu described yoga as

India’s timeless gift to humanity
and urged people to incorporate it
into their daily lives. 
Deputy Chief Minister Chowna

Mein and other dignitaries also
participated in separate pro-
grammes across the state.

In Sikkim, Governor Om
Prakash Mathur and Chief Minis-
ter Prem Singh Tamang extended
greetings to the people and called
for the adoption of yoga as a way
of life. 
Hundreds of participants, in-

cluding ministers, legislators, stu-
dents and government officials,
took part in the state-level cele-
bration at Ridge Park in Gangtok. 
Mathur described yoga as an in-

valuable part of India’s ancient
heritage and noted that Sikkim’s
natural environment offers im-
mense potential to emerge as a
global destination for yoga and
meditation. 
Tamang said the state’s spiritual

heritage and close connection
with nature make yoga a natural
fit for its way of life.
Describing yoga as a path to

balanced and disciplined living,

Singh said the practice has
evolved into a global people’s
movement under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership and
serves as a symbol of India’s an-
cient knowledge traditions.
Manipur also observed the oc-

casion with large-scale participa-
tion at the Khuman Lampak
Indoor Stadium in Imphal. 
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla

and Chief Minister Y. Khemchand

Singh joined hundreds of partici-
pants in the event.  Singh de-
scribed yoga as India’s timeless
gift to the world and called upon
citizens to embrace the practice
for a healthier, happier and more
mindful society.
While most states celebrated

Yoga Day on June 21, Nagaland
deferred its official observance to
June 22 following objections from
student bodies, tribal organisa-
tions, church groups and political
parties over holding the pro-
gramme on a Sunday. 
The state government subse-

quently revised its directive and
postponed observance in educa-
tional institutions. 
However, several central gov-

ernment institutions, security
forces and other organisations
conducted independent Yoga Day
programmes as part of the nation-
wide celebrations.
Across the Northeast, the obser-

vance reflected the growing ac-
ceptance of yoga as a tool for
promoting healthy lifestyles,
mental resilience and holistic
well-being, while reinforcing its
status as one of India’s most influ-
ential contributions to global
wellness. (With inputs from PTI)

Northeast marks Int’l Day of Yoga with calls for wellness, healthy ageing

WB played defining role in
shaping India’s cultural, 
intellectual, political 
landscape: Khandu

Mawsynram records 530 mm rainfall in a day

HT Correspondent
PASIGHAT, June 21: A dedicated
Livelihood Market Shed for Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) was inaugu-
rated in Pasighat on Sunday,
providing a permanent marketplace
for SHG products and transforming
a long-neglected public asset into a
livelihood-generation hub.
The facility was inaugurated by

Arunachal Pradesh Minister for
Rural Development and Panchayati
Raj, Cooperation and Transport,
Ojing Tasing.
Developed by the Panchayat De-

partment, East Siang, the market
shed has been created through the
renovation and repurposing of an
erstwhile Anchal Samiti meat mar-
ket shed located in the heart of
Pasighat town. 
The structure had remained un-

used for several years, fallen into
disrepair and was under encroach-
ment.
Recognising the need for a dedi-

cated marketing platform for
SHGs, the department initiated ef-
forts to reclaim and revitalise the
premises. 

Officials noted that while SHGs
in East Siang produce a wide range
of products, including handloom
and handicrafts, bakery items,
processed foods and other local
goods, the absence of a permanent
sales outlet often restricted their
market reach and visibility.

Following the removal of en-
croachments, the building was ren-
ovated and converted into a
livelihood market shed exclusively
for SHGs. 
The facility has been equipped

with necessary furnishings and dis-
play infrastructure, enabling groups

to begin operations with minimal
investment. 
The units have been made avail-

able at nominal rental rates to en-
courage wider participation.
The initiative has been imple-

mented in convergence with the
Arunachal State Rural Livelihoods
Mission (ArSRLM), which will fa-
cilitate the formation of a collective
of SHGs to manage and operate the
facility.
Officials said the market shed

will serve as a permanent platform
for SHGs to showcase and market
their products from a prime com-
mercial location in Pasighat. 
The initiative is expected to im-

prove market access, enhance
product visibility and create sus-
tainable livelihood opportunities
for SHG members across East
Siang district.
The inauguration programme

was attended by East Siang Zilla
Parishad Chairperson Ruth Tabing
Boko, ADC-cum-DPDO East
Siang Pebika Lego, IAS, PRI
members, SHG representatives and
other dignitaries.

Livelihood Market Shed for
SHGs inaugurated in Pasighat

DoTCL honours academic
toppers from TCL districts

Jan Kalyan Shivir brings government services to doorsteps in Siang
HT Correspondent

SIANG, June 21: A Jan Kalyan
Shivir was successfully organised
at Unying-Aran Hall in Boleng re-
cently as part of the nationwide
celebration of “12 Years of Trust,
Development and Public Welfare.”
Organised under the aegis of the

District Administration, Siang, the
programme witnessed enthusiastic
participation from government de-
partments, PRI members, commu-
nity leaders and beneficiaries from
different parts of the district. 
The event was graced by

Arunachal Pradesh Minister for
Rural Development, Panchayati
Raj, Transport and Cooperation,
Ojing Tasing.
The objective of the camp was

to bring government services and
welfare schemes directly to the
people while creating awareness
about various Central and State
government initiatives. 
Sixteen departments and allied

agencies participated in the pro-
gramme, offering on-the-spot serv-
ices, registrations, awareness
campaigns and beneficiary-ori-
ented assistance.
The Health Department con-

ducted a range of healthcare serv-
ices, including screening for
hypertension and diabetes, oral and
breast cancer screening, PM-JAY
and ABHA registrations, blood in-
vestigations and other health-re-
lated services. 
A Mega Free Eye Check-Up

Camp emerged as one of the major
attractions of the programme, ben-
efiting a large number of residents.

The Agriculture and Horticul-
ture Departments disseminated in-
formation on schemes such as
PM-Kisan, SMAM, PMKSY,
MIDH and RKVY, while also pro-
moting natural farming practices. 
The Rural Development Depart-

ment highlighted PMAY-G and
other flagship rural development
programmes.
The Arunachal State Rural

Livelihoods Mission (ArSRLM)
facilitated CMAAY registrations,
showcased products made by Self-
Help Groups and PMFME benefi-
ciaries, conducted registration for
potential Lakhpati Didis and dis-
tributed Books of Accounts to
SHGs.
The Women and Child Develop-

ment Department created aware-
ness about PM Matru Vandana
Yojana and Chief Minister’s Social
Security Schemes. 
Banking institutions assisted cit-

izens with account opening, KYC
updates and information on
schemes such as PMJDY, PMJJBY
and PMSBY.
The Food and Civil Supplies

Department carried out e-KYC and
Aadhaar seeding activities and
provided information on ration
card and LPG-related services. 
The Urban Development and

Housing Department promoted
PM SVANidhi and conducted
awareness programmes on solid
waste management.
The Jan Suvidha Kendra facili-

tated the issuance of forms for
Scheduled Tribe Certificates, Per-
manent Resident Certificates and

Inner Line Permits, while the Eco-
nomics and Statistics Department
provided services related to birth,
death and marriage certificates.
The Transport Department cre-

ated awareness regarding learner’s
licences, vehicle registration pro-
cedures and traffic rules. 
The Election Department sensi-

tised citizens on the ongoing Spe-
cial Intensive Revision, electoral
enumeration procedures and the
use of the ECI Net App.
The Police Department con-

ducted awareness sessions on drug
abuse prevention, while the Indus-
trial Training Institute dissemi-
nated information on admissions
and vocational training opportuni-
ties. 
The Veterinary and Animal Hus-

bandry Department provided ani-
mal health services, distributed
medicines and educated livestock
owners on various welfare
schemes.
The programme witnessed a sig-

nificant turnout, reflecting strong
public interest in government wel-
fare initiatives and service delivery
mechanisms. 
The District Administration

thanked all participating depart-
ments, PRI representatives and
members of the public for con-
tributing to the success of the
event.
The Jan Kalyan Shivir reaf-

firmed the government’s commit-
ment to ensuring last-mile delivery
of services and strengthening citi-
zen-centric governance through di-
rect public outreach.

HT Correspondent
DIMAPUR, June 21: University of
Science and Technology Meghalaya
(USTM) has announced to provide a
comprehensive package of exclusive
fellowships and scholarships for 50 de-
serving students of Nagaland as part of
its student-centric outreach and educa-
tional empowerment in the state.
Making the announcement at a press

conference here on Friday, USTM
chancellor Mahbubul Hoque said 50
students from Nagaland would be se-
lected for various categories of finan-
cial assistance based on their academic
merit under the scheme, aimed at sup-
porting meritorious, deserving and eco-

nomically disadvantaged students of
the state to pursue higher education.
Of the 50 students, he said, 10 out-

standing students with exceptional re-
sults in their qualifying examinations,
particularly state toppers and high
achievers, would be awarded full
scholarships against their academic
fees.
Another 15 students will be granted

50% tuition fee waiver, while 25 stu-
dents will receive a monthly scholar-
ship of ` 2,000 to support their
educational expenses, Hoque added.
He said fresh talented applicants

from Nagaland may avail the scholar-
ship scheme to pursue higher education

in USTM without financial constraints.
Hoque said applicants who secure a

minimum of 80% marks in their quali-
fying examinations and fulfill the pre-
scribed selection criteria of the varsity
would be eligible to avail the scholar-
ships.
Meanwhile, the USTM will organise

Institutional Excellence Award 2026,
lecture on ‘NEP 2020 & Career Oppor-
tunities’ and felicitation of Nagaland
Board of School Education HSSLC
Top Achievers 2026 programmes at
Dimapur town hall on Saturday. Naga-
land higher education and tourism min-
ister will attend the event as the chief
guest.

USTM announces scholarships
for 50 Nagaland students

AGARTALA, June 21: The Tripura Renewable
Energy Development Agency (TREDA) has set
a target of adding 11 MW to its solar power pool
in the current fiscal, an official said on Sunday.
Currently, the state produces 35 MW of solar

power.
TREDA’s Director General (in charge), De-

babrata Sukladas, said that solar power genera-
tion systems will be installed in all the 58 Block
Development Offices and 275 offices of village
committees.
“We have set a target of generating 11 MW of

solar power during 2026-27. Work to achieve
this target is in full swing,” he told PTI.
About installing solar power generation sys-

tems in government offices, Sukladas said, “The
tender process for this project is in the final

stage. We expect to float the tender at the earli-
est.
He highlighted that all district magistrate of-

fices have already received solar power panels.
Sukladas said the state has 1,919 government

buildings and 90 of them already have solar
power systems; the remainder will be covered in
a phased manner.
He stated the government is focusing on solar

power instead of conventional power produced
by gas-based power plants in the northeastern
state.
“Solar power will emerge beneficial in hilly

areas where traditional power supply is not fi-
nancially viable because of hostile geographical
conditions and less population density”, he
added. (PTI)

Tripura’s nodal agency for renewable energy targets
producing 11 MW solar power in 2026-27 FY

HT Correspondent
PASIGHAT, June 21: A district-
level Jan Kalyan Shivir with a spe-
cial focus on natural farming was
organised at the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s Conference Hall in
Pasighat on Sunday under the
theme “12 Years of Trust, Develop-
ment and Public Welfare”.
The programme aimed to create

awareness among farmers and the
general public about the benefits of
natural farming, integrated farming
systems, soil health management,
value addition, livelihood opportu-
nities and various government wel-
fare schemes.
The event served as a platform

for interaction between farmers,
government officials and represen-
tatives of different departments,
with emphasis on promoting sus-
tainable agricultural practices and
improving access to government
services.
Various government departments

set up stalls and help desks to dis-
seminate information, register ben-
eficiaries, address grievances and
facilitate the delivery of services
under their respective schemes.
Special attention was given to

flagship welfare initiatives, includ-
ing Ayushman Bharat, Ayushman
Vay Vandana Yojana, PM Surya
Ghar, PM SVANidhi, Lakhpati Didi
and the Viksit Bharat–Guaranteed
Employment and Livelihood Mis-
sion (Gramin), along with several
other State and Central government
schemes.
Departments such as Agriculture,

Horticulture, Animal Husbandry
and Veterinary, Fisheries, Krishi Vi-
gyan Kendra (KVK), ATMA, Soil
Conservation, Rural Development,
Arunachal State Rural Livelihoods
Mission (ArSRLM) and the ABHA
team of Bakin Pertin General Hos-
pital (BPGH), among others, show-
cased their initiatives related to
natural farming and allied sectors.
Information, Education and

Communication (IEC) materials,
including posters, banners, pam-
phlets and demonstration models,
were displayed to educate visitors
about modern farming practices,
government programmes and liveli-
hood opportunities. 
Officials remained available at

the stalls to provide guidance and
assistance to beneficiaries.
The programme highlighted the

government’s commitment to
farmer welfare, inclusive develop-
ment and environmentally sustain-
able agricultural practices through
awareness generation, capacity
building and effective implementa-
tion of welfare schemes.
The event was attended by ADC

(in-charge) and Deputy Commis-
sioner Pebika Lego, IAS; MLA Ni-
nong Ering, Zilla Parishad
Chairperson Ruth Tabing; ZPMs of
East Siang, officials from various
departments, farmers and members
of the public.

Jan Kalyan Shivir
on natural farming
held in Pasighat

HT Correspondent
CHANGLANG, June 21: The De-
partment of Tirap, Changlang and
Longding (DoTCL) felicitated out-
standing academic achievers from the
three districts during the TCL Aca-
demic Achievers’ Award Programme
2026 held at the Circuit House Com-
munity Hall in Changlang.
The programme, organised as part

of DoTCL’s ongoing efforts to en-
courage academic excellence and in-
spire the younger generation,
honoured toppers of Classes X and
XII from government secondary and
higher secondary schools of Tirap,
Changlang and Longding districts for
the academic session 2025–26.
Addressing the gathering as the

chief guest, Arunachal Pradesh Leg-
islative Assembly Speaker Tesam
Pongtey congratulated the award re-
cipients and urged them to continue
striving for excellence. 
He encouraged students to bring

greater recognition to the TCL region
through their achievements and em-
phasised that government educational
institutions are fully capable of pro-
ducing outstanding individuals.
Citing the examples of Changlang

Deputy Commissioner Vishal Sah,
IAS, and Secretary-cum-Director of
DoTCL; Wayong Khimhun, IAS;
both of whom studied in government
schools, Pongtey urged parents to
place greater trust in government ed-
ucational institutions. 
He also called upon education of-

ficials to regularly monitor academic
performance and teaching standards

to improve educational outcomes.
The Speaker encouraged students

to dream big, remain dedicated to
their studies and compete at both state
and national levels. 
He further stressed the need to

utilise DoTCL resources effectively
for strengthening human resource de-
velopment among the youth and sup-
porting sectors such as agriculture
and horticulture for the benefit of
rural communities.
The programme commenced with

a welcome address by Wayong
Khimhun, IAS, Secretary-cum-Direc-
tor, DoTCL, who highlighted various
initiatives undertaken by the depart-
ment and underlined the importance of
recognising achievers from different
fields to motivate future generations.
Speaking on the occasion, DoTCL
Chairman Tanpho Wangnaw high-
lighted the department’s educational
initiatives, including free coaching pro-
grammes for aspirants of APPSC,
UPSC and APSSB examinations. 
He informed that the programme

marked the fourth edition of the TCL
Academic Achievers’ Felicitation and
announced that the next edition
would be hosted in Longding district.
Changlang Deputy Commissioner

Vishal Sah, shared his personal expe-
riences as a student and stressed that
success is achieved through hard
work, discipline and perseverance. 
Encouraging students to remain fo-

cused on their goals, he advised them
to make the best use of available op-
portunities and not be discouraged by
temporary setbacks. 

Heavy shower batters Meghalaya

SHILLONG, June 21: Heavy show-
ers lashed parts of Meghalaya, with
Mawsynram town in the state’s East
Khasi Hills district receiving 530 mm
of rain in 24 hours, according to the
weather department.
Meteorologists said the amount of

rainfall that Mawsynram received in
one night is equivalent to what Jodh-
pur or Bikaner receive in a period of
over six months.
The weather department recorded

470 mm of rain in RKM Sohra and
390 mm in Mawkyrwat.
The incessant rain damaged a

stretch of the national highway con-
necting Shillong with Dawki near the
Bangladesh border.
Rainwater washed away a portion

of the road below the Laitlyngkot
town, around 35 km south of Shil-
long, according to district administra-
tion officials. No injuries were
reported in the incident, but the dam-
age has snapped road connectivity to
Dawki and is likely to disrupt traffic
movement on the route, they said.
Officials of the National Highways

and Infrastructure Development Cor-
poration Ltd (NHIDCL) and contrac-
tors are working to restore
connectivity.
Heavy rainfall was also recorded at

Shella (100 mm), Williamnagar (90
mm), Mawryngkneng (90 mm),
Jowai (80 mm), Barapani (70 mm)
and Ratacherra (70 mm), the weather
department data showed. (PTI)

ITANAGAR, June 21: Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema
Khandu recently extended greet-
ings to the people of West Bengal
on ‘Paschimbanga Divas’, and
said the state occupies a unique
place in India’s history, playing a
defining role in shaping the coun-
try’s cultural, intellectual and po-
litical landscape.
“Warm greetings to the people

of West Bengal on the occasion of
Paschimbanga Divas,” the chief
minister said in a post on X.
Highlighting the state’s rich

legacy, Khandu observed that
West Bengal’s enduring contribu-
tions to literature, philosophy, sci-
ence, art, music, industry and the
freedom movement have left an
indelible mark on the nation’s
identity.
Expressing hope for the state’s

continued advancement, Khandu
added, “May West Bengal con-
tinue to flourish in peace, har-
mony, and progress, and may its
people achieve ever greater
heights while preserving the
state’s rich cultural and intellectual
legacy.”
Deputy Chief Minister Chowna

Mein also conveyed his greetings
to the people of the state, describ-
ing it as a beacon of cultural, intel-
lectual and social advancement in
India.
“West Bengal has long been a

beacon of cultural, intellectual,
and social advancement in India.
From its remarkable contributions
to literature, education, science,
and the arts to its pivotal role in
shaping the nation’s freedom
struggle, the state has profoundly
influenced the course of India’s
history and development,” Mein
said in a social media post.
He expressed confidence that

the state would continue to inspire
future generations through its rich
heritage, creative spirit and com-
mitment to progress, while wish-
ing its people happiness, unity and
continued success in all their en-
deavours.
Paschimbanga Divas is ob-

served to celebrate the rich history,
culture and achievements of West
Bengal and to honour its enduring
contributions to the growth and
development of the nation. (PTI)

Manipur militant wanted in UAPA
case apprehended in Goa

PANAJI, June 21: A wanted
member of the proscribed insur-
gent group People’s Liberation
Army (PLA), on the run for 20
years and facing charges under
the UAPA, has been appre-
hended in Goa, police said on
Sunday.
The crime branch on Friday

detained Nongthongbam Ingo
alias Krishna alias Lal, a self-
styled Lt Colonel of the PLA,
from Margao town in South
Goa, and he has been handed
over to the Manipur police, a
senior official told PTI.
Ingo had arrived in the coastal

state on June 16, he said.
The official said that the ac-

cused had been evading arrest
for over two decades and was
wanted by the Manipur police in
a case registered against him
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) of
1967 at Lilong police station in
Thoubal district.
According to the police,

Ingo’s whereabouts were re-
vealed by two insurgents ar-
rested by the Manipur police on
June 5 in a UAPA case for al-
leged extortion. (PTI)
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Curacao draw 0-0 with Ecuador in World Cup
KANSAS CITY, June 21: Curacao
better make some room for a new na-
tional hero.
Eloy Room delivered for his tiny

Caribbean nation one of the finest
performances in World Cup history
on Saturday night, making 15 saves
against a relentless Ecuador attack
and helping The Blue Wave earn its
first-ever point with a 0-0 draw
against La Tri.
The outcome also allowed Ger-

many, which beat Ivory Coast earlier
in the day, to clinch Group E. “It’s
going to be an insane memory,” said
Room, who plays for USL Champi-
onship club Miami FC. “You don’t
think about it when you do it but of
course it’s going to be something you
look back to. For me as a goalkeeper,
this is almost a perfect game.”
The 37-year-old Room, whose

shutout of Jamaica last November
sent Curacao to its first World Cup,
bounced back in historic fashion
from a 7-1 loss to Germany. His save
total was one shy of the record —
since saves became an official stat in
1966 — of 16 set by Tim Howard of
the U.S. against Belgium on July 1,
2014, in a game that Room remem-
bers watching. Howard needed 120
minutes for his total, though. No-
body has made more saves than
Room without extra time.
“I think I need a statue in Curacao

now,” he said with a smile.
The draw doesn’t eliminate either

team from knockout play, but it put
Ecuador in dire shape going into its
group finale. Those matches take

place Thursday with Curacao facing
Ivory Coast in Philadelphia and
Ecuador playing Germany in New
York.
“Well, there are things you cannot

explain in football,” Ecuador coach
Sebastian Beccacece said. “We
wanted to win. We didn’t do it. I am
the one who bears responsibility, and
I told my team, If you’re giving it all,
competing, I have no complaints.’
“As long as we are alive, we will

continue to give it our all. We are
very united. We are like a family. No
one said it would be easy.”
Ecuador certainly had a home-

field advantage Saturday night at the
home of the Kansas City Chiefs. Its
fanbase, dressed like its players in
bright yellow shirts, filled the sta-
dium to the brim, making it look like
a convention of Minions. There was
only a couple of small pockets of
blue-clad Curacao fans in a stadium
whose capacity could house half of
its island citizenry.
Among those in the crowd were

Kansas City Royals players Bobby
Witt Jr., Salvador Perez and Starling
Marte. And King Willem-Alexander
and Queen Maxima of the Nether-
lands, who began a memorable day

in Houston cheering the Dutch past
Sweden, then flew to Kansas City to
watch a constituent country within
the Kingdom of the Netherlands
make history.
“They were even dancing in the

locker room to our music,” Room
said. “That’s unreal that they wit-
nessed this game.”
The pressure mounted on Ecuador

earlier Saturday, when Deniz
Undav’s goal in stoppage time lifted
Germany to a 2-1 win over Ivory
Coast. The outcome of that match in
Toronto meant that La Tri faced
World Cup elimination with a loss to

The Blue Wave.
Curacao made sure the pressure

continued once play began.
Throughout the first half, 78-year-

old coach Dick Advocaat’s team kept
finding seams through the middle of
Ecuador’s defense, and that created
open looks at the goal. But each
time, Curacao would end the runs
with a sloppy pass or a shot wide of
net. Ecuador wasted its best scoring
chance in the opening minutes, when
World Cup veteran Enner Valencia
found nothing between him and the
goalkeeper. But Room guessed right,
dived to his left and deflected the
shot to keep the game scoreless.
“For us it’s no shock,” Curacao

midfielder Tahith Chong said.
“We’ve gotten used to Eloy doing
these unbelievable saves.”
The pressure of La Tri picked up

in the second half — and each time,
Room was standing in the way.
Moises Caicedo forced him into

making a spectacular save early on,
then Valencia did the same with a
well-placed header that Room
knocked wide. On the ensuing corner
kick, Room made two more sensa-
tional saves before Curacao finally
cleared it.
Ecuador wound up taking 27 shots

to just 10 for Curacao. Ten of the 15
saves Room made were inside the
box. It was that kind of special night
for him. And that kind of frustrating
night for Ecuador. “The team de-
served more than they got,” Becca-
cece said, “and I am the one who is
responsible for that.” (AP)
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New Zealand crush
England by 253 runs 

LONDON, June 21: New Zealand
won The Oval test by 253 runs after
routing England for 209 just 48 min-
utes into the fifth and final day Sun-
day. The crushing win followed
England’s own big win at Lord’s and
sends the series to a decider in Not-
tingham starting on Thursday.
England resumed on 182-5 with

an improbable target of 463 and fast
bowler Matt Henry took the last five
wickets.
The metronomic Henry gave a

masterclass with a spell of 5-3 in 31
balls.
They earned him 6-29 in the in-

nings and, after his 5-80 in the first
innings, 11-109 in the match, the
best-ever match figures by a New
Zealand bowler against England.
Henry also achieved his first 10-

wicket match haul in his 35th test.
“I didn’t expect it to unfold like

that today but probably saved a hot
day in the field,” Henry said after he
was named the player of the match.
Joe Root, Jofra Archer, Matthew

Fisher and Josh Tongue were dis-
missed in two double-wicket maid-
ens by Henry. He was on a hat trick
but Jordan Cox defended it.
Root added only two runs to his

overnight 75 and was beaten by
Henry between bat and pad and
struck plumb on the back thigh. He
reviewed in vain and trudged off
with 77 from 145 balls, taking with
him England’s last hope.
Henry was the first bowler to take

out Root and Harry Brook twice in a
single test.
Archer’s wickets were smashed

by an unplayable shooter under his
bat. Archer threw back his head and
smiled after his two-ball duck.
Fisher chopped on to his leg stump
on 0 and Tongue edged to first slip
on 0, too. Henry stood still and
yelled at his 5-for and 10-for mile-
stones before he was mobbed again
by teammates.
Cox, on 0 overnight, had a cameo

25 before he was bowled trying to

sweep, bringing the match to its in-
evitable end. Sonny Baker didn’t
score.
New Zealand earned only its sev-

enth win in England in 95 years of
touring, and only its second at The
Oval. The other was in 1999.
Henry suffered back spasms on

the first morning at Lord’s, which
turned New Zealand’s senior seamer
into a virtual passenger. A 10-day
gap to The Oval test let him recover
fully.
“It feels bad when you let the guys

down on day one,” he said. “It was
great to come here and get my quota
out.”
Henry is the first bowler to take 10

wickets in an Oval test since Shane
Warne in the 2005 Ashes, and the
first pacer since Devon Malcolm in
1994 against South Africa.
He praised wicketkeeper Tom

Blundell for notably standing up to
the stumps when he bowled and
keeping the England batters in two
minds at the crease.
“Having a world-class operator

like Tom is huge,” Henry said. “He’s
always up for it. You can’t do it un-
less you’ve got someone good be-
hind the stumps. We know England
like to create a flow of runs.”
Beside Henry, Kyle Jamieson took

four wickets in the match after star-
ring with the ball on Saturday
evening. Glenn Phillips hit his
maiden test hundred in the first in-
nings that put New Zealand on top
for good, and Henry Nicholls added
his hundred in the second innings in
a giant partnership with Rachin
Ravindra that batted England out of
the game.
“Little moments in the first in-

nings set the platform for the ball to
get soft and Glenn to do his thing,”
Henry said. “Top order did a job for
us. The way the guys applied them-
selves with the ball, we talked about
being relentless and different from
each end. We stuck at it and got the
rewards.” (AP)

NEW YORK, June 21: Gio Reyna
scored an iconic goal to kick off the
World Cup for the U.S. Vinícius Jun-
ior scored a dazzling one in Brazil’s
opener. Kylian Mbappé scored twice
to become France’s career goals
leader. Harry Kane got two of his
own to tie England’s mark as he and
his teammates try to bring the elu-
sive trophy home.
What do they all have in com-

mon? Pink, of course.
Of all the colors of the rainbow at

the World Cup taking place in the
U.S., Canada and Mexico, pink is
the star on soccer’s biggest stage.
Dozens of players are wearing pink
boots that stand out against the green
grass of the pitch after multiple shoe
companies produced them ahead of
this tournament with an eye on per-
formance as well as visibility.
“Athletes associate this color with

confidence and standing out, and
that resonates,” Nike Director of
Global Footwear Odinga Nimako
said.
Nimako pointed to Nike’s silver,

yellow and blue boots at the 1998
World Cup changing how people
saw boots in the sport. Before that,
black and white was the standard.

This time, Nike, Adidas, Puma,
Skechers and New Balance all came
out with pink boots.
Mbappé and Vinícius have the

Nike swoosh on his feet, as does
Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo and
Norway’s Erling Haaland. Reyna,
England’s Jude Bellingham and De-
clan Rice, Canada’s Jonathan David,
Spain’s Lamine Yamal and France’s
Ousmane Dembélé wear Adidas.

Whenever Neymar Jr. plays for
Brazil, he’s expected to be in Puma
pink like American Weston McKen-
nie. U.S. teammate Timothy Weah is
among those in New Balance. Kane
and Sweden’s Anthony Elanga are
sporting Skechers at the World Cup.
Skechers Director of Technical

Performance Alex Bardini said the
inspiration came from the com-
pany’s headquarters in southern Cal-

ifornia. “The colorways reflect the
breathtaking palette of an L.A. sun-
set: warm shades of pink and purple
melting into white, with subtle tinges
of orange,” Bardini said.
From Los Angeles and Vancouver

to Guadalajara, Houston, Miami and
Boston, long before the World Cup
is decided, pink has become a clear
winner. When Sweden put up five on
Tunisia in Monterrey, Mexico, three
came from players in pink boots:
two by Yasin Ayari and another in
the 84th minute by Mattias Svan-
berg.
Pink itself does not make players

perform any better, but shoe com-
pany executives consider it a mind-
set. Bardini said comfort and
performance are at the core of what
Skechers does, and Nimako said
Nike wants players to feel more
aerodynamic.
“That feeling is holistic,” Nimako

said. “It’s the engineering, yes, but
it’s also how the entire product
comes together. When an athlete
puts on a Mercurial and it looks fast,
feels locked in, and weighs next to
nothing, that perception reinforces
performance. Everything works to-
gether.” (AP)

Sooryavanshi’s 94 powers India A to 377/9
in tri-series final against Sri Lanka A

DAMBULLA, June 21: Teenage
sensation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
shrugged off his lean run in the
league stage with a breathtaking
29-ball 94, which also included
the fastest fifty in List A cricket,
to help India A post a mammoth
377/9 against Sri Lanka A in the
tri-series final here on Sunday.
Asked to bat, India A looked

set for a score in excess of 400
riding on Sooryavanshi’s extraor-
dinary blitz before Sri Lanka A
clawed their way back in the mid-
dle overs.
Skipper Tilak Varma steadied

the innings with a composed 67
off 90 balls, while Anukul Roy
(39 off 15 ) and Vipraj Nigam (27
off 20) produced a late burst to
lift India beyond the 350-run
mark. 
The day, however, belonged to

Sooryavanshi.
The 15-year-old from Bihar’s

Samastipur needed just 11 deliv-
eries to reach his half-century,
eclipsing the 21-year-old record
held by Sri Lankan Kaushalya
Weeraratne, who had taken 12
balls to get to the milestone in
2005.
Having endured a modest run

in the series, Sooryavanshi
walked out with clear intent and
unleashed absolute carnage. His
first 11 deliveries yielded 50 runs,
reading 4, 4, 4, 6, 6, 0, 6, 4, 4, 6,
6, as he dismantled the Sri
Lankan attack from the outset.
He reached the landmark with

five sixes and as many bound-
aries, bringing up the record with
successive sixes straight down
the ground off pacer Dulaj Samu-
ditha.
The left-hander combined

brute force with exceptional tim-
ing. He initially targeted the leg
side against the seamers before

effortlessly opening up the off
side once Sri Lanka A stationed
an additional fielder on the on
side.
His ability to dispatch even

good deliveries over the ropes
once again stood out.
The highlight of the innings

was his lofted shots over extra
cover. Three effortless sixes in
that region showcased the bat
speed, balance and fearlessness
that have made him one of India’s
most exciting young talents.
Alongside Priyansh Arya (39),

Sooryavanshi added 132 runs for
the opening wicket and looked
well on course to register the
fastest century in List A cricket.
However, spinner Sahan

Arachchige ended the fireworks
by having him caught at mid-off in
the ninth over. Arya followed an
over later as Sri Lanka clawed their
way back into the contest. (PTI)

Pink boots everywhere at World Cup
as the color becomes a soccer star

NEW DELHI, June 21: Star batter Virat
Kohli was on Sunday named in India’s
squad for the three-match ODI series
against England next month, subject to
fitness clearance, as the BCCI announced
a 15-man squad for the upcoming white-
ball assignment.
Kohli, who is in Delhi for a promo-

tional event, will report to the Centre of
Excellence (CoE) in Bengaluru on Mon-
day for a fitness test.
He had suffered a hamstring injury dur-

ing Royal Challengers Bengaluru’s title-
defending run in Indian Premier League.
The injury had ruled him out of the recent
three-match ODI series against
Afghanistan. CoE sports science staff had
visited Kohli in England some time back
to check on his recovery.
The Shubman Gill led ODI team didn’t

have any surprises except that young bat-
ter Yashasvi Jaiswal has been dropped
after being a part of short Afghanistan se-
ries.
Jaiswal, who a century in the third ODI

in the series, wasn’t picked as he was re-
placement for Kohli in the Afghanistan
series.
The common practice followed by se-

lection committee is that replacement
player will have to make his way once the
first choice cricketer out with injury
makes a comeback.
“Against England, there won’t be

much experiment with top order. Virat
comes back at No.3 and Gill will open
with Rohit Sharma. For back up opener’s
slot, selectors have Ishan Kishan who can
be used as a floater,” a BCCI source privy
to selection matters told PTI. Pacer Jasprit
Bumrah has also been called back to the
squad after being rested for workload
management. Also making a comeback is

veteran all rounder Axar Patel, who re-
placed rookie left arm spinner Harsh
Dubey. Dubey will link up with the India
A red ball squad for the multi-day series
against Sri Lanka A.
“The Indian team management will

give chances to both Dubey and Axar pe-
riodically to check who will be more suit-
able going into the World Cup. As of now
only Ravindra Jadeja is being looked at
as a Test specialist,” the source added.
India will play the three ODIs against

England at Edgbaston (July 14), Sophia
Gardens (July 16) and Lord’s (July 19).
Chakravarthy out of Ireland T20Is
Meanwhile spinner Varun

Chakravarthy has been dropped from the
T20I squad for the Ireland series as he is
yet to recover from his foot injury.
The board said Chakravarthy is in the

final stages of rehabilitation at the BCCI
Centre of Excellence following a left foot
injury sustained during IPL 2026.
Shreyas Iyer will captain the T20I side

in Ireland, with Tilak Varma serving as
vice-captain.
ODI squad for England:
Shubman Gill (Captain), Rohit

Sharma, Virat Kohli*, Shreyas Iyer (Vice-
Captain), KL Rahul (WK), Ishan Kishan
(WK), Washington Sundar, Axar Patel,
Nitish Kumar Reddy, Kuldeep Yadav,
Jasprit Bumrah, Prasidh Krishna, Harshit
Rana, Arshdeep Singh, Gurnoor Brar.
Updated squad for Ireland T20Is:
Shreyas Iyer (Captain), Abhishek

Sharma, Sanju Samson (WK), Ishan Kis-
han (WK), Shivam Dube, Tilak Varma
(Vice-Captain), Nitish Kumar Reddy,
Axar Patel, Washington Sundar, Ravi
Bishnoi, Harshit Rana, Arshdeep Singh,
Prince Yadav, Vaibhav Sooryavanshi,
Prasidh Krishna. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, June 21: India’s Com-
monwealth Games-bound boxers fin-
ished with a rich haul of 12 medals,
including eight golds, capping off a
commanding display at the invitational
56th Grand Prix Usti nad Labem in
Czechia. The five-member women’s
team led the charge by winning four
gold medals and one silver. Olympic
medallist Lovlina Borgohain (75kg),
reigning Asian champion Preeti Pawar
(54kg), Sakshi Chaudhary (51kg) and
Priya Ghanghas (60kg) all struck gold
by registering unanimous victories in
their respective finals.

Parveen Hooda (65kg) added a sil-
ver medal to complete an impressive
showing by the women’s squad. The
men’s team matched the women’s suc-
cess with four gold medals. Jadumani
Singh (55kg), Sachin (60kg), Ankush
(80kg) and Narender (+90kg) emerged
champions in their respective cate-
gories. Lovlina defeated Italy’s Melissa
Gemini 5-0 in the final, while Preeti out-
classed France’s Jeyssa Marcel by a sim-
ilar margin. Sakshi beat France’s
Mayssoun Bourega 5-0 and Priya secured
a dominant win over home favourite
Barbora Maxova of Czechia. (PTI)

Kohli named in India ODI
squad for England tour, 

subject to fitness clearance

India boxers punch their way
to 12-medal haul in Czechia

Henry rips through the tail

Island nation’s Eloy Room makes 15 saves

MONTERREY (MEXICO), June 21: Japan moved
one step closer to reaching the knockout stages of the
World Cup for the fourth consecutive time after pummel-
ing Tunisia 4-0 in Group F, securing a milestone victory
in the tournament’s 1,000th men’s match.
Japan’s four goals were the most the Samurai Blue

have ever scored in a World Cup game, as it comfortably
dismantled a Tunisia side that became the first to ever
fire its coach after the opening match.
Ayase Ueda scored twice, along with Daichi Kamada

and Junya Ito to put Japan level with the Netherlands on
four points. The Dutch are currently on top of the group
due to having scored one more goal than Japan across its
two matches. Even after leading 2-0 just over half an
hour into the match, Japan continued to apply pressure
to a disjointed Tunisian defense.
“If we are able to get as many goals as possible, that

would give the team confidence,” said Hajime Moriyasu,
the first head coach to lead Japan at consecutive World
Cups. “That is something we would definitely want to
repeat against Sweden.” The loss for Tunisia means it is
eliminated from the tournament. Japan is guaranteed at
least third in the group, which could be enough to ad-
vance to the knockout stages.
Tunisia appointed two-time Africa Cup of Nations

winner Hervé Renard to try and rescue the Eagles of
Carthage after its humiliating 5-1 loss to Sweden, but the
North African nation could not contain Japan’s speedy
attack nor create any clear chances of their own.
“It is important to get ready to fight for this third game

against the Netherlands,” Renard said. “It’s never easy
after two losses in two games, but we must take our re-
sponsibilities and be professionals to the very end.”
Kamada opened the scoring in the fourth minute, the

fastest in Japan’s World Cup history. The Crystal Palace
midfielder, who acted as a “shadow striker”, was per-
fectly positioned for Keito Nakamura’s cross and barely
had to move to tap in his second goal of the tournament.
“I was thinking more about getting in front of the goal

than actually creating, so I’m glad I was able to do what
I was aiming for,” Kamada said.
In the 31st minute, Ueda received the ball in the mid-

field and drove toward the Tunisia box. When he opted
not to pass to a few advancing runners, any chance of a
goal seemed lost — but the 27-year-old fired an angled
shot from outside the box which flew into the left corner
of the goal to make it 2-0.
The Feyenoord striker had an impressive club season

in the Netherlands, scoring 24 goals in the Eredivisie to
earn the league’s top scorer award.  (AP)

TORONTO, June 21: Deniz Undav scored twice
after being subbed on in the second half as Germany
defeated Ivory Coast 2-1 on Saturday and clinched
a spot in the knockout phase at the World Cup.
Four minutes into stoppage time, Undav re-

ceived a pass from Felix Nmecha in front of the
net and rifled it past Ivory Coast goalkeeper Yahia
Fofana to give the Germans a comeback win.
Undav’s first goal of the match came after

Nadiem Amiri sent in a long ball – that striker Kai
Havertz let pass him by – onto the boot of Undav,
who slammed it into the back of the net at the 68th
minute. Both Amiri and Undav had subbed on
eight minutes earlier. Four-time champion Ger-
many has come back from disappointing group

stage exits in 2018 and 2022, while Ivory Coast is
still searching for its first knockout stage appearance
and could still qualify. The last time Germany got past
the group stage it won the tournament in 2014.
Ivory Coast captain Franck Kessie opened the

scoring in the 30th minute after midfielder Yan
Diomande sent in a cross to forward Amad Diallo.
His shot was blocked by Germany’s Nathaniel
Brown, but the ball bounced back to Kessie, who
slotted it in the wide-open left corner of the net.
Germany had two goals waved off in a frustrat-

ing first half. The first was in the 21st minute when
Fofana batted the ball into his own net, but Ger-
many midfielder Aleksander Pavlovic made illegal
contact with Fofana on the play. (AP)

Undav scores twice, saves Germany with 
2-1 win over Ivory Coast at World Cup

Ayase Ueda scores twice in
Japan’s 4-0 win against Tunisia 
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