
Pradhan finally steps down -- Victory of youth movement  
NEW DELHI, July 25: The Cock-
roach Janta Party on Saturday called
off its 36-day agitation after Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
resigned and the government ac-
cepted its other demands, a momen-
tous win for the unprecedented
youth-led movement that galvanised
lakhs of people over irregularities in
exams and the NEET paper leak.
Pradhan announced his resigna-

tion in a statement, saying the devel-
opments of the past 10 days had
“saddened” him deeply and that the
issue was “not a matter of personal
prestige”.
Noting that he did not want “anti-

national forces” to exploit the situa-
tion, Pradhan said he wanted to
ensure that “the unity of the nation
remains intact”, “the future of even
a single student should not become
entangled in legal complications”
and that students devote their time to
studies and building their careers.
“Keeping all these considerations

in mind, I have sent my resignation
to the Hon’ble Prime Minister,” he
said.
Soon after Pradhan’s announce-

ment, the CJP declared that it was
withdrawing its agitation after the
government agreed to all its remain-
ing demands, including compensa-
tion for the families of students who
allegedly died by suicide following
the NEET paper leak and withdrawal
of FIRs against protesters.
The announcement came after the

third round of talks between the two
sides at the Constitution Club of

India here, where Union ministers J
P Nadda and Jitendra Singh met CJP
representatives Saurav Das and
Ashutosh Ranka.
Addressing a joint press confer-

ence with the CJP leadership, Nadda
said the government would provide
“honourable compensation” within
the rules to the families of students
who committed suicide after the
NEET examination controversy and

ensure the withdrawal of all FIRs
registered against protesters.
“As the government accepted all

our demands, we call off our protests
with immediate effect. We appeal
everyone to go back home peace-
fully,” Das said.
Jubilant scenes erupted at Jantar

Mantar and chants of “Hum Jeet

Gaye” (We have won) rang out
across the protest site after Pradhan
resigned.
As the celebrations continued, au-

thorities began overseeing the wind-
ing down of the demonstration,
urging protesters to disperse peace-
fully, while the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)
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NEET paper leak: CJP calls off 36-day protest     Govt accepts other demands      I didn’t
want ‘anti-national forces’ to exploit the situation: Outgoing Edu minister

Russian, Ukrainian officials report
11 dead in latest attacks
Southern China on alert for Typhoon 
Noul as Hong Kong cancels flights

Leaders react to Union Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan’s resignation, hail youth protest
Focus should be on reforming education system,
not Pradhan’s resignation: BSP chief Mayawati

CAPE CANAVERAL, July 25:
SpaceX’s mammoth Starship rocket
blasted off Friday on another test flight
stretching halfway around the world,
this time releasing 20 of the most ad-
vanced Starlinks.
Towering 407 feet (124 metres),

Starship soared from the company’s
base at the southern tip of Texas.
NASA monitored the flight, a critical
step toward using the Starship as a
lunar lander for moon crews.
The hourlong journey ended with a

splashdown so soft that the spacecraft
remained afloat in the Indian Ocean as
the SpaceX webcast drew to a close,
drawing cheers from employees back
at the launch site.
Elon Musk’s SpaceX had replaced

six of the 33 engines on the first-stage
booster after they failed to ignite last
week, resulting in a last-second launch
abort. The previous Starship flight in
May also experienced engine trouble,
which prevented the booster from
making a controlled return.

This time, all of the engines fired at
liftoff, but not enough of them lit back
up for the booster’s return, causing it
to descend too fast and slam into the
Gulf of Mexico. The spacecraft contin-
ued soaring eastward, popping out the
Starlinks one by one 124 miles (200
kilometres) up before reentering.
It was the 13th flight of the world’s

biggest and most powerful rocket, and
the second this year of the new version
dubbed V3. Like the previous demo,
neither the booster nor spacecraft was
meant to be saved, instead plunging
into the sea.
The stainless steel, retro-looking

spacecraft hovered upright over the In-
dian Ocean before dropping into the

water, more than 10,000 miles (16,000
kilometres) from where the flight
began. It was the best reentry yet, ac-
cording to SpaceX, with the booster
floating amid just a few flames.
“We’re really pumped about this,”

said SpaceX engineer Kate Tice, call-
ing it “lucky flight 13.”
The Starlinks accomplished all their

jobs before reentering over the Indian
Ocean.
After being ejected from the Star-

ship’s Pez-like dispenser, the Starlinks
managed to communicate via lasers
with older Starlink models already in
orbit. With more than 10,000 Starlinks
currently providing internet, SpaceX
boasts the world’s largest satellite con-
stellation.
Six of the newly launched Starlinks

carried cameras that photographed
Starship’s heat shield at flight’s end,
beaming back amazingly crisp shots
even as the spacecraft bobbed in the
ocean. The heat shield was also
equipped with sensors to measure the

extreme pressure placed on the space-
craft during launch. Most of the heat
shield’s thermal tiles were black, but
some were deliberately painted white
to simulate missing tiles, part of an ex-
periment to test the shield’s robustness.
“Excited for what will be learned

from this mission,” NASA Administra-
tor Jared Isaacman said on the social
platform X.
SpaceX wants to make sure Star-

ship’s heat shield can withstand the
heat of entry before trying to return it
to the Starbase launch pad near the
Texas-Mexico border. The company
already has used a pair of giant me-
chanical arms at the pad to capture a
Starship booster. The company plans
to do the same with the actual space-
craft, which is designed to be totally
reusable.
NASA needs Starship to wrap up

testing and reach orbit soon so the
Artemis III astronauts — three Amer-
icans and one Italian — can practice
docking their (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

GUWAHATI, July 25: Union Min-
ister and former Assam chief minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal reviewed
aid efforts at relief camps in flood-
hit areas of the state and directed of-
ficials to ensure uninterrupted access
to healthcare, food, drinking water
and other essential services for the
deluge-affected people..
He visited a couple of relief

camps in Sivasagar district, inter-
acted with displaced families and in-
structed officials to remain vigilant
and ensure that no flood-affected
family faces any hardship in access-
ing basic necessities.
Sonowal told people at the relief

camps that the Central and state gov-
ernments were working closely to
provide timely assistance to every
affected person.
“The Government of India stands

firmly with the people of Assam dur-
ing this challenging time. We remain

committed to safeguarding every life
and ensuring that relief, healthcare,
food and safe drinking water con-
tinue to reach every family in need,”
he added.
“Natural disasters test our re-

silience, but they also bring out our
spirit of unity and compassion. To-
gether, with coordinated efforts of
governments, voluntary organisa-
tions and our citizens, we shall over-
come this  (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

SpaceX launches Starship on another test flight, this time with the most advanced Starlinks
The Starlinks accomplished all their jobs before reentering over the Indian Ocean

Sonowal reviews flood relief in Assam,
assures Centre’s continued support

PM dials CM to 
enquire flood relief
GUWAHATI, July 25: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Saturday of-
fered full support to the Assam
government in dealing with the on-
going flood havoc, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said.
In a post on X, Sarma said that

Modi called him to enquire about the
prevailing flood situation.
“He sought an update on the ex-

tent of the devastation, the ongoing
relief operations and the challenges
we are confronting on the ground,”
he added.
Sarma said that he briefed the PM

on the measures the state govern-
ment is undertaking and its efforts to
reach out to every affected family.
“Expressing his deep condolences

over the loss of lives and property,
the Hon’ble Prime Minister assured
the people of Assam that this
calamity is being accorded the high-
est priority and the Government of
India will (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Assam Police arrest 3 linked to Pak-
based Shahzad Bhatti terror network

GUWAHATI, July 25: A domesti-
cated elephant was swept away from
the Nagaland hills to the Brahmapu-
tra Valley due to the raging floods,
and it has been rescued and is being
treated, Assam Forest Minister
Jayanta Malla Baruah said on Satur-
day.
The 53-year-old elephant was

swept by the Dikhow River, a tribu-
tary of the Brahmaputra, from Nam-
sang in Nagaland and it washed
ashore at Bihubor in Assam’s
Sivasagar district. The pachyderm
was safely rescued on Friday and
veterinary care was provided to it,
the minister said.
“As we continue to strengthen dis-

aster response and animal welfare,
our focus remains on ensuring that
every life -- human or animal -- re-
ceives timely care during emergen-
cies,” he said.
The minister said the rescue re-

flected the dedication of frontline
personnel, who work tirelessly dur-
ing floods to safeguard wildlife and
domesticated animals displaced by
rising waters.
Following the rescue, the elephant

safely made its way to Balighat in
Simaluguri, where it is currently
resting under the supervision of the
authorities.
A veterinary team from the Nazira

Veterinary Dispensary, supported by
the Nazira Mobile Veterinary Unit,
promptly reached the site to conduct
a comprehensive health examination
and provide immediate medical
treatment.
Veterinary experts have confirmed

that the elephant will remain under
continuous observation to ensure a
full recovery from the physical stress
caused by the flood.
Baruah said, “Every monsoon

presents immense challenges for

both people and animals across the
Northeast. Timely rescue operations,
professional veterinary care and co-
ordinated efforts by government
agencies play a crucial role in reduc-
ing the impact of natural disasters on
vulnerable wildlife and domesticated
animals, reflecting Assam’s growing
capacity for compassionate and ef-
fective disaster management.”
He said that the state govern-

ment’s vision is to build an Assam
where disaster resilience goes hand-
in-hand with compassion for all liv-
ing beings.
“Every successful rescue strength-

ens our commitment to protecting
the state’s rich natural heritage while
reaffirming that humanity is at its
best when it extends care to those
who cannot speak for themselves,”
he added.
The flood situation in Assam re-

mained grim  (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Elephant swept away from Nagaland hills
to Assam plains due to floods, rescued

GUWAHATI, July 25: The Assam
Police have unearthed a terror mod-
ule linked to the Pakistan-based
Shahzad Bhatti network and arrested
three alleged operatives in the north-
eastern state, an official said on Sat-
urday.
The official said the Special Task

Force (STF) conducted a coordi-
nated operation on Friday with assis-
tance from the district police of
Dhubri, Chirang, and Barpeta.
“During the operation, the STF

apprehended one suspect each from
Dhubri, Chirang and Barpeta dis-
tricts,” he added.
The operation also resulted in the

seizure of five mobile phones, seven
SIM cards, Aadhaar cards, bank
passbooks, debit cards and incrimi-

nating documents, the official said.
“Further investigation is in

progress,” he added.
Speaking about the exercise, STF

senior superintendent of Police

Pranab Kumar Pegu said the opera-
tion was launched on the basis of
credible intelligence regarding the
activities of the Shahzad Bhatti net-
work. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

NEW DELHI, July 25: India’s an-
cient Buddhist site of Sarnath in
Uttar Pradesh was on Saturday in-
scribed on the UNESCO World Her-
itage List.
The decision was taken during the

ongoing meeting of the UNESCO’s
World Heritage Committee’s 48th
session in Busan, South Korea.
“New inscription on the @UN-

ESCO #WorldHeritage List: Ancient
Buddhist Site of Sarnath, #India,”
the UNESCO posted on X.
This is India’s 45th site to join the

list of UNESCO World Heritage.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

hailed the inscription, stating that the
site has a deep connection with Lord

Buddha, whose timeless message of
wisdom, compassion, and harmony
inspires the world.
In August 2025, Union Culture

Minister  (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

India’s ancient Buddhist site
of Sarnath inscribed on 

UNESCO World Heritage List

AIZAWL, July 25: The Mizoram government and the state’s apex
church bodies on Saturday decided to jointly submit a memoran-
dum to the Centre, recommending changes to the proposed For-
eign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026,
maintaining that the legislation in its present form is unaccept-
able.
The decision was taken at a meeting between chief minister Lal-

duhoma and leaders of the Mizoram Kohhran Hruaitute Commit-
tee (MKHC) and the Council of Churches in Mizoram (CCM) at
the CM’s official residence.
During the meeting, the participants held detailed discussions

on the proposed amendments to the Foreign Contribution (Regu-
lation) Act (FCRA) and unanimously expressed the view that the
bill, in its current form, was unacceptable, officials said.
It was decided that the state government would prepare a mem-

orandum recommending amendments to the proposed legislation.
The meeting also resolved that Lalduhoma would seek an ap-

pointment with Union Home Minister Amit Shah to facilitate a
visit by a joint delegation of MKHC and CCM leaders to New
Delhi to submit the memorandum.
The chief minister was accompanied at the meeting by his ad-

visers, Lalmuanpuia Punte and TBC Lalvenchhunga, both
MLAs.
On Thursday, the Congress had urged Lalduhoma to convene a

special session of the state assembly to adopt a resolution oppos-
ing the FCRA amendment bill. In a memorandum submitted to the
chief minister, the party had alleged (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Death toll up to 61; 856 
villages remain under water

Mizoram to submit memorandum to
Centre against FCRA amendment bill

ITANAGAR, July 25: Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema
Khandu on Saturday expressed his
solidarity with the people of flood-
hit Assam, offering thoughts and
prayers to every family impacted by
the devastating deluge in the neigh-
bouring state.
In a social media post, Khandu

praised the multi-agency rescue and
relief efforts being carried out across
the inundated regions.
“My thoughts and prayers are

with every family affected by the
devastating floods in Assam. Salute
to the NDRF, SDRF, Armed Forces,
police personnel, volunteers, and
everyone working tirelessly in res-

cue and relief operations,” the chief
minister said.
Extending his support to the vic-

tims, Khandu added, “May those af-
fected find strength, safety, and
hope. Praying for the waters to re-
cede soon and for Assam to recover
stronger.”
The flood situation in Assam re-

mained grim on Saturday even as the
water level has started to recede in
some parts, while 61 people have
died of the deluge and over 7.05 lakh
people are affected in nine districts.
According to the Assam State Dis-

aster Management Authority’s daily
flood report, more than 7,05,100
people have  (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Arunachal CM expresses
solidarity with people 

affected by Assam floods

GUWAHATI, July 25: The flood
situation in Assam remained grim on
Saturday even as the water level has
started to recede in some parts, while
61 people have died of the deluge
and over 7.05 lakh people are af-
fected in nine districts, officials said. 
According to the Assam State Dis-

aster Management Authority
(ASDMA) bulletin on Friday late
night, 14 more people lost their lives
in the deluge during the last 24
hours, taking the toll to 61 this year. 
Charaideo district witnessed

seven people, including two women,
drowning in flood waters; followed
by six, including one woman, in
Sivasagar; and one each in Jorhat, it
added. 
According to the authority’s daily

flood report, more than 7,05,100
people have been affected in
Charaideo, Dhemaji, Dibrugarh, Go-
laghat, Hojai, Jorhat, Karbi Anglong,
Nagaon and Sivasagar districts. 
Sivasagar is the worst-hit district

with nearly 3.5 lakh people affected,
followed by Charaideo with almost
1.9 lakh people and Jorhat with more
than 1.3 lakh people reeling under

floodwaters. 
The flood situation has improved

marginally since Thursday, when
over 7.21 lakh people were affected
across 11 districts. 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma said his government is yet to
deliver relief materials to at least
80,000 flood-affected people even as
the situation remained critical with
many rivers continuing to rise fol-
lowing incessant rains. 
“We are trying very hard to reach

all the people with relief items, but
still many are left out. In Nazira as-
sembly constituency, 30 per cent
area or around 50,000 people are not
reachable. In Sivasagar, 20 per cent
of the area or 30,000 people are in-
accessible. The count may be 10,000
more or less (from the 80,000 af-
fected yet to be reached),” he said. 
BJP MLA Mayur Borgohain

painted a grim and helpless picture
of the administration’s flood relief
efforts in Sivasagar district’s Nazira
subdivision during a review meeting. 
He said the state machinery has

not been able to reach the worst-af-
fected areas  (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

Water-level receding, yet Assam
flood condition remains grim

Pralhad Joshi replaces Pradhan 
NEW DELHI, July 25: Union Minister Prahlad Joshi has been appointed
as Education Minister following Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation from
the post on Saturday.
Joshi has been given additional charge of the Education Ministry be-

sides his role as Consumer Affairs Minister.
A Rashtrapati Bhavan communique said the President, as advised by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has accepted the resignation of Pradhan
with immediate effect.
It said that on the advice of the Prime Minister, the President has di-

rected that Joshi, Cabinet Minister, be assigned the charge of the Ministry
of Education, in addition to his own duties.
Earlier in the day, Pradhan resigned from his post following the Cock-

roach Janta Party-led student protests across the country, demanding his
ouster over the NEET paper leak controversy.
Pradhan said it is not a matter of “individual prestige” for him and he

is disturbed to see the series of events that have unfolded in the last 10
days. (PTI)
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Peerless Hospital Guwahati
marks first foundation day
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NEW DELHI, July 25: The gov-
ernment on Saturday said the US
has placed India in the lower 10 per
cent tariff bracket under its Section
301 measures on alleged forced
labour concerns and reiterated its
commitment to working with
Washington for the early conclu-
sion of the bilateral trade agree-
ment.

The United States Trade Repre-
sentative (USTR) on July 23 an-
nounced the final measures under
Section 301 of the US Trade Act,
1974 under which it imposed 10
per cent additional import duty on
Indian goods from July 24.

The measures follow USTR’s in-
vestigation into the acts, policies
and practices of 60 economies, in-
cluding India, relating to the impo-
sition and enforcement of
prohibitions on the importation of
goods produced with forced labour.

The US had initially proposed
12.5 per cent tariffs on India. These
10 per cent duties replaced the ear-
lier 10 per cent temporary tariffs
imposed for 150 days from Febru-
ary 24.

Commenting on the US move,
the commerce ministry in a state-
ment said India remained closely
engaged with USTR throughout the
investigation via detailed written
submissions and in-person consul-
tations, including participation in
public hearings.

“As a result of these sustained ef-
forts, India has been placed in the
lower tier of additional tariffs under
the final measures, providing a rel-
ative advantage to Indian exports in
key sectors,” the commerce min-
istry said in a statement.

It said a substantial share of
India’s exports to the US (USD
87.31 billion in 2025-26), which
currently attract zero additional du-
ties, such as generic pharmaceuti-
cals, smartphones and certain other
specified products, continue to re-
main outside the scope of the addi-
tional 10 per cent duty.

Further, products already cov-
ered under Section 232 measures,
including steel, aluminium and auto
parts, are not subject to the addi-
tional 10 per cent duty. According
to think tank GTRI, these products
account for about 8 per cent of

India’s exports and they attract 25
per cent or 50 per cent tariffs in ad-
dition to the normal US MFN (most
favoured nation) duty.

Section 232 sectoral duties are
applicable broadly to all countries
with limited exceptions.

“On account of these exemp-
tions, an estimated 45 per cent of
India’s exports to the US remain
outside the purview of the addi-
tional 10 per cent Section 301
duty,” the ministry said.

The remaining 55 per cent of ex-
ports will attract the additional 10
per cent duty, where India’s tariff
incidence is comparatively lower
than that for most other economies
covered by the investigation.

“The government remains com-
mitted to working with the US to-
wards the early conclusion of the
India-US Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment, as announced on 2nd Febru-
ary 2026 and in accordance with
the Joint Statement issued on 7th
February 2026,” it said.
TEXTILES ISSUE
Allaying concerns of textiles ex-

porters, the ministry said the tex-
tile-specific mechanism referenced
in the final measures of Section 301
probe on forced labour issues is yet
to be established and opera-
tionalised and India continues to
engage with the US on this matter
as part of the ongoing negotiations
for the BTA.

Experts and exporters have
stated that India has not received

the textile and apparel tariff-rate
quota (TRQ) exemption under the
new US Section 301 forced-labour
tariff.

The exemption applies to speci-
fied volumes of textile and apparel
exports from Bangladesh, Cambo-
dia, Indonesia, and Malaysia that
use US-origin cotton and fibre.

The USTR has announced that
textile TRQs (quota-based duty
concessions) will be established for
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia,
and Malaysia for an initial period of
three years.

Under this, these countries would
import US cotton and textile goods
for final manufacturing and export
to the US at a concessional duty.

Bangladesh is one of the major
textile exporters in the world. It is
also a top competitor of India in the
sector. Bangladeshi traders import
large quantities of Indian cotton and
fibre, but after this TRQ, they may
now import from the US.

Expressing serious concerns over
the 10 per cent duty, the Confeder-
ation of Indian Textile Industry
(CITI) has said the US tariff could
also affect exports of intermediate
textile items from India to other na-
tions.

The US is the single-largest mar-
ket for India’s textile and apparel
items. Exports of textile and ap-
parel products from India to the US
are usually close to USD 11 billion.

In February, Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush Goyal ex-

pressed confidence that India will
get concessional duty access for
garments made using American
yarn and cotton under its trade
agreement with the US, similar to
the benefits currently provided to
Bangladesh.
MEANING OF ADDITONAL

10 PC TARIFF
The tariffs on import duties by

the US on its trading partners, in-
cluding India, are imposed on over
and above the existing duties (also
known as MFN duty) a product
face in the US market.

For instance, a shirt from India
that currently attracts a 5 per cent
import duty in the US will now face
a total tariff of 15 per cent after the
additional 10 per cent levy.
WHAT IS LOWER

BRACKET OF 10 PC
The USTR in March initiated

two Section 301 probes against a
number of countries, including
India on issues pertaining to forced
labour and excess industrial capac-
ity.

In June, the US proposed 12.5
per cent tariffs on 54 countries, in-
cluding India, for allegedly failing
to prohibit the import of goods pro-
duced with forced labour. It had
proposed a 10 per cent duty on six
regions, incluidng Pakistan and the
European Union.

In July, India amended its foreign
trade policy to prohibit the import
of goods produced using forced
labour. Washington took note of
this amendment and imposed a 10
per cent duty on India.
WHAT HAPPEN TO THE

OTHER PROBE
The US has not yet released any

report on the probe on the issue of
excess industrial capacity.

According to the GTRI, the
Trump administration is expected
to announce the results of that in-
vestigation, which could lead to ad-
ditional tariffs on a wide range of
industrial products.
BTA
The two are negotiating a bilat-

eral trade agreement. They have fi-
nalised a framework deal for the
first phase of the pact. India is seek-
ing comparative and competitive
advantage over its peer countries at
the tariff front. (PTI)

India placed in lower 10 pc US tariff
bracket; reaffirms commitment to BTA
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, July 25: Peerless Hospital
Guwahati celebrated its first Foundation
Day on Saturday, marking one year since
its inauguration with a series of employee
engagement activities and community-fo-
cused healthcare initiatives.

The celebrations brought together doc-
tors, nurses, administrative personnel and
support staff, with sporting events, includ-
ing cricket and arm-wrestling competi-
tions, organised to promote teamwork. 

A painting competition on the theme of
patient safety was also held to reinforce
the hospital’s emphasis on safe and quality
healthcare.

To mark the occasion, the hospital an-
nounced a range of healthcare benefits for
the public. 

The offers include super-speciality con-
sultations for ₹100 in General Medicine,
Orthopaedics, General Surgery and Neu-
rocare, a 15 per cent discount on health
check-up packages, discounts of up to 25
per cent on ECG, radiology and in-house
blood tests based on the bill amount, and
laparoscopic gall bladder surgery starting
from ₹35,000, subject to terms and condi-
tions. 

The offers will remain valid until July

31.
The Foundation Day also provided an

opportunity to reflect on the hospital’s
journey since its inauguration by Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on July
21, 2025. 

The hospital said it has expanded its
services across multiple specialities while
strengthening its focus on patient-centred
care, advanced diagnostics and modern
medical infrastructure.

Chief Executive Officer Dr Gautam Kr
Das said the hospital was established with
the objective of making quality healthcare
more accessible to people in Assam and
the Northeast.

“Our first Foundation Day is a signifi-
cant milestone. Over the past year, our
team has remained committed to deliver-
ing compassionate, ethical and patient-
centric care. 

We are grateful to our patients, employ-
ees and well-wishers for their trust and
support, and we remain committed to rais-
ing healthcare standards in the region,” he
said.

The hospital said it would continue to
focus on clinical excellence, innovation,
patient safety and community well-being
as it enters its second year of operations.

NEW DELHI, July 25: Many social media
links related to an AI-generated deepfake video
of Piyush Goyal have been taken down, govern-
ment sources said on Saturday, as the Union
Minister alleged that his remarks to the media
outside Parliament were “maliciously” altered in
a clip to spread misinformation, and that he has
lodged a police complaint on the issue.

The move comes after a purported digitally-
altered video of Goyal surfaced on social media,
portraying him as making threatening remarks
against students participating in the ongoing na-
tionwide protests over the NEET examination
issue.

In a X post early Saturday, Goyal asserted that
irresponsible misuse of artificial intelligence to
mislead the public cannot and will not be toler-
ated.

Government sources told PTI that many links

related to the AI-generated deepfake video have
been taken down.

Minister for Commerce and Industry Goyal,
in his post, flagged the altered videoclip of his
conversation with the media outside Parliament.
He wrote that the video has been maliciously
tampered with using AI to create a deepfake,
which is being circulated on social media with
the intent to spread misinformation.

“I have lodged a complaint with the police in
this regard, and today, on July 25, 2026, at 4:35
AM, an FIR (No. 123/26) has been registered at
Chanakyapuri Police Station. Strict legal action
will be taken against every individual involved
in creating, disseminating, or deliberately pro-
moting this fake video,” Goyal warned.

He urged the public to rely only on verified
and authentic sources for information.

“I have complete faith that India’s aware and

tech-savvy citizens, especially our youth, will not
fall prey to such misinformation,” he further said.

On Friday evening, the PIB fact-check unit too
warned that Pakistani propaganda accounts were
circulating an AI-generated deepfake video
falsely depicting Union Minister Piyush Goyal
making threatening remarks about protesting stu-
dents.

The manipulated video surfaced against the
backdrop of ongoing student protests organised
by the Cockroach Janata Party at Jantar Mantar,
New Delhi, over irregularities in medical en-
trance and competitive examinations, and de-
manding reforms in the education system.

Social media has witnessed a surge in con-
tent related to the demonstrations, and author-
ities have repeatedly cautioned users against
relying on unverified videos and posts circu-
lating online. (PTI)

Many social media links taken down: Govt sources
on AI deepfake video of Union Minister Piyush Goyal

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, July 25: Maruti Suzuki India Ltd has launched the New
Brezza Turbo Boosterjet, introducing a turbocharged powertrain and a
host of new features aimed at customers seeking enhanced performance,
technology and safety in the compact SUV segment.

The company said the new variant has been developed with a focus
on delivering a more engaging driving experience while catering to the
evolving preferences of younger customers. 

The New Brezza Turbo Boosterjet is available at an introductory
price starting from ₹7,39,900.

The new model is powered by the Turbo Boosterjet engine, produc-
ing 81 kW of power at 5,500 rpm and 170 Nm of torque between 2,000
and 3,500 rpm. It is paired with a new six-speed manual transmission
and offers a claimed fuel efficiency of 20.47 kmpl.

Maruti Suzuki will also continue offering the Brezza with its K15C
Dual Jet Dual VVT petrol engine featuring Progressive Smart Hybrid
Technology. 

This variant is available with six-speed manual and automatic trans-
mission options, with the automatic version equipped with steering-
mounted paddle shifters. The company claims a fuel efficiency of 21.09
kmpl for the K15C variant.

The Brezza is also available in an S-CNG version featuring a re-
designed underbody CNG tank to maximise boot space, along with idle
start-stop technology and a six-speed manual transmission. 

The company claims a fuel efficiency of 26.9 km/kg for the CNG
model.

Commenting on the launch, Partho Banerjee, Senior Executive Of-
ficer, Marketing and Sales, Maruti Suzuki India Ltd, said the new
Brezza has been designed to appeal to a wide range of customers by
combining performance, technology and practicality.

Maruti Suzuki launches new Brezza Turbo Boosterjet

Vizhinjam seaport gets final Customs clearance for EXIM ops
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, July 25: Vizhinjam
International Seaport has secured Customs approval to
commence EXIM operations, its operator, VISL, said
on Saturday.

Vizhinjam International Seaport Ltd said the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs has granted final
approval for the port to officially commence EXIM
cargo operations from August 18.

“While Vizhinjam International Seaport, Thiruvanan-
thapuram, has so far functioned exclusively as an inter-
national transshipment hub, export-import cargo
operations shall commence with effect from August 18,
2026.

“Customs regulation of EXIM cargo will be carried
out in coordination with various government and facil-
itating agencies, such as VISL, AVPPL, the Mercantile

Marine Department, the Port Health Organisation, the
Bureau of Immigration, the Coastal Police, authorised
banks and port security agencies,” the CBIC order dated
July 24 said.

As there is currently no designated Container Freight
Station attached to the port, the CBIC has imposed sev-
eral conditions governing EXIM cargo handling.

It said import operations would be restricted to Full
Container Load containers eligible for Direct Port De-
livery, and such containers must be moved directly from
the port terminal to the importer’s premises within 48
hours of landing.

The CBIC has directed that no Less-than-Container
Load cargo, loose cargo or containers requiring de-stuff-
ing or CFS examination be allowed at the port until a
designated CFS becomes operational. (PTI)

 f   p  g  g   p

Pradhan finally steps
(DMRC) reopened all entry and exit gates at nearby stations to facilitate their movement.
Pradhan’s resignation marked a significant climbdown for the Narendra Modi government, which had initially

dismissed the agitation before gradually opening channels of dialogue with the protesters.
Pradhan is only the second Union minister during Modi’s tenure as PM since 2014 to resign following sustained

public controversy. The first was M J Akbar, who stepped down as minister of state for external affairs in 2018 after
sexual harassment allegations surfaced against him during the #MeToo movement.

Pradhan’s resignation is among the few occasions since 2014 that the Modi government has yielded to sustained
public or political pressure - the decision in 2015 to shelve the proposed amendments to the land acquisition law and
the repeal of the three farm laws in 2021 being two major retreats.

The protests were spearheaded by the CJP, a platform launched by former AAP functionary Abhijeet Dipke as a
satirical online campaign in May before it evolved into a nationwide youth movement centred on demands for ac-
countability over the NEET paper leak.

The agitation began at Jantar Mantar on June 20 but acquired national momentum after activist Sonam Wangchuk
joined it on June 28 and undertook an indefinite fast with six AISA activists. Wangchuk ended his fast on Thursday
night after the Centre’s outreach to him. The government’s first formal engagement with the CJP leadership came on
July 20 at Nadda’s residence, even as police cracked down on protesters marching towards Parliament, an action that
became a turning point in the agitation and swelled support for the movement.

A second round of discussions was held on Friday after the Centre accepted the CJP’s demand that the venue be
shifted from a minister’s residence to a neutral venue.

Wangchuk’s forcible removal from Jantar Mantar to Safdarjung Hospital by police on July 18 had also triggered
widespread outrage and broadened support for the agitation.

Reacting to Pradhan’s resignation, Wangchuk described it as “a victory of democracy, direct democracy... straight
from the streets”.

“It is a victory of peace, patience and perseverance,” he said, congratulating the CJP, Gen Z and citizens “for shed-
ding fear and the fear of fear and rising up from every corner of the nation”.

At Jantar Mantar, protesters erupted in celebration as news of the resignation broke. They danced, waved the tri-
colour and embraced each other while songs such as “Chak De India” played in the background. Many held portraits
of B R Ambedkar, calling the resignation a victory for the movement.

Addressing the jubilant gathering, Dipke said, “We have b***** done it. Pradhan’s resignation is proof that if you
don’t get scared, you can win.”

“They used to say that this government does not see resignations. We say the world bends if there is someone who
can make it bend,” he said. Dipke also thanked Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, whose “cockroaches” remark about
unemployed youth had triggered the movement.

“If you had not called us ‘cockroaches’, I would not have returned to India. If you had not called us ‘cockroaches’,
the youth of the country would not have come out on the streets. If you had not called us ‘cockroaches’, Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation would not have happened,” he said.

Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi, who had led a dharna of Congress leaders outside the PM’s resi-
dence on July 21 demanding Pradhan’s resignation, said two demands still remained pending -- action against those
responsible for alleged atrocities on protesting students and an apology from Prime Minister Narendra Modi to stu-
dents.

“Daro mat (don’t be afraid). Let’s get rid of this regime that is attacking India, destroying our Constitution, cap-
turing all our institutions,” he said. Speaking to reporters outside 10 Janpath later in the day, Gandhi alleged that
Union Home Minister Amit Shah was “directly responsible” for the violence against students, accusing him of au-
thorising the use of “lethal weapons” and pellet guns against protesters.

“We will not accept security forces shooting at students. This will be our major issue in Parliament,” he said.
The BJP, however, defended Pradhan, with party president Nitin Nabin saying his decision reflected “the highest

standards” of integrity and selfless service.. (PTI)

Death toll up to
of his Nazira constituency and around 30 per cent of the affected people are yet to receive any relief. 
At present, the Dikhou river at Sivasagar, Dhansiri at Nanglamuraghat, Dhansiri at Numaligarh and Kushiyara at

Sribhumi are flowing above the danger level.  Around 856 villages are under water and 56,606.78 hectares of crop
areas have been damaged across Assam, the ASDMA said.  Embankments, roads, bridges and other infrastructure
have been damaged by flood waters in different districts of the state. 

The ASDMA said the administration has been operating 363 relief camps and relief distribution centres in seven
districts, taking care of 1,15,205 displaced people at present. 

Multiple agencies like the Army, NDRF, SDRF, Fire & Emergency Service, police and civil agencies have rescued
around 1,000 people from different parts of Jorhat and Sivasagar, it added. 

The authority has distributed 2,109.84 quintals of rice, 383.93 quintals of dal, 129.91 quintals of salt and 9,646.08
litres of mustard oil among the flood victims of the state during the last 24 hours. 

On account of widespread flooding, 3,34,020 domestic animals and poultry are affected across the state. (PTI)

Elephant swept away
on Saturday even as the water level has started to recede in some parts. A total of 61 people have died due to the

deluge and over 7.05 lakh people have been affected in nine districts, officials said. (PTI)

Sonowal reviews flood
difficult phase and help every affected family rebuild with dignity.
Earlier in the day, Sonowal flagged off the Assam Olympic Association’s flood relief mission from Dibrugarh for

families in Charaideo, Sivasagar and Jorhat districts, where several areas have been inundated.
The flood situation in Assam remained grim on Saturday even as the water level has started to recede in some

parts, while 61 people have died of the deluge and over 7.05 lakh people are affected in nine districts. (PTI)

PM dials CM 
extend every possible support to aid our relief, rehabilitation and rebuilding efforts,” he added. The people of

Assam are deeply grateful to PM Modi for his reassurance and steadfast support during this difficult time, Sarma
said. The flood situation in Assam remained grim on Saturday even as the water level has started to recede in some
parts, while 61 people have died of the deluge and over 7.05 lakh people are affected in nine districts. (PTI)

Arunachal CM expresses 
been affected in Charaideo, Dhemaji, Dibrugarh, Golaghat, Hojai, Jorhat, Karbi Anglong, Nagaon and Sivasagar

districts. (PTI)

Assam Police arrest
“The Pakistan-based terrorist-criminal network is allegedly involved in recruitment, online radicalisation, recon-

naissance, logistics, espionage, illegal procurement of arms, establishment of sleeper cells and facilitation of terrorist
activities in different parts of the country,” he added. According to the investigation and intelligence inputs forming
part of the case, the network is alleged to operate in association with and under the directions of the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) through Pakistan-based handlers and encrypted communication channels, Pegu said.

“The network operates through and is associated with several front organisations, including Khalistan Armed Force
(KAF), Punjab Sovereignty Alliance (PSA), Khalistan Liberation Army (KLA), Sher-e-Punjab Brigade (SPB), United
Sikh Brotherhood (USB), Sikh Tigers of Khalistan (STK) and Tehrik-e-Taliban Hindustan (TTH),” he added.

These groups are allegedly used to conceal the network’s operational structure and cross-border links, the SSP
claimed. During 2026, the TTH claimed responsibility for two targeted killings of Punjab Police personnel on Feb-
ruary 22 and May 24, he added. “The network’s activities in Assam first came to notice during an investigation in
Nalbari district, leading to the arrest of an operative on May 22, 2026,” Pegu said. (PTI)

India’s ancient Buddhist
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said that India had submitted a dossier titled ‘Ancient Buddhist Site, Sarnath’ to the

UNESCO World Heritage Centre for the 2025-26 nomination cycle.
He said this in a written response to a query in Lok Sabha.
The World Heritage Committee is one of the two bodies governing the Convention for the Protection of the World’s

Cultural and Natural Heritage. (PTI)

Mizoram to submit
that the proposed amendments were “detrimental to Christians and non-governmental organisations (NGOs)” and

called for urgent steps to formally register Mizoram’s opposition to the bill. (PTI)

SpaceX launches Starship
capsule with it next year. Starship is also the vehicle with which Musk intends to build a city on Mars. He’s already

booking tourist trips to Mars, as well as the moon. The latest test flight was delayed first by the July 16 launch abort,
then again on Thursday by thick clouds from Tropical Storm Bertha. (AP)
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HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, July 25: The
month-long Entrepreneurship De-
velopment Programme (EDP)
under the Chief Minister’s At-
manirbhar Asom Abhiyan
(CMAAA) 2.0 concluded on Satur-
day with a valedictory ceremony at
Bineswar Brahma Engineering Col-
lege (BBEC) in Kokrajhar.

The training programme, con-
ducted from July 8 to July 25, pro-
vided entrepreneurial and business
management training to 3,196 ben-
eficiaries from all five Legislative
Assembly constituencies of Kokra-
jhar district, with the aim of helping
them establish sustainable enter-
prises.

The valedictory function was at-
tended by BTC Executive Member
(Urban Development and Industries
& Commerce) Moon Moon
Brahma as the chief guest. 

General Manager of the District
Industries and Commerce Centre
(DI&CC) Kishore Gupta, BBEC
Nodal Officer Dr Medalson Rong-
hang, officials of the DI&CC, CM
Fellows, resource persons and ben-
eficiaries were also present.

Addressing the gathering, Moon
Moon Brahma congratulated the
participants on completing the pro-

gramme and said CMAAA 2.0 was
aimed not only at providing finan-
cial assistance but also at fostering
entrepreneurship, generating em-
ployment and strengthening
Assam’s rural economy.

She urged the beneficiaries to
utilise the knowledge gained during
the training to establish sustainable
enterprises and make use of various
government schemes and institu-
tional support available to entrepre-
neurs. 

She also encouraged them to pro-
mote innovation and contribute to
the vision of an Atmanirbhar

Assam.
Speaking on the occasion,

Kishore Gupta highlighted the im-
portance of capacity building in en-
trepreneurship development, stating
that the training had been designed
to bridge the gap between financial
assistance and successful enterprise
creation by providing practical
knowledge on business planning,
financial literacy, marketing, regu-
latory compliance, digital tools and
enterprise management.

Dr Medalson Ronghang com-
mended the participants for their
enthusiasm and acknowledged the

efforts of the organising team and
resource persons in successfully
conducting the month-long pro-
gramme.

During a beneficiary feedback
session, participants shared their ex-
periences and said the training had
improved their understanding of en-
trepreneurship, enhanced their con-
fidence and encouraged them to
pursue self-employment as a sus-
tainable livelihood.

Mementoes were presented to the
resource persons in recognition of
their contribution to mentoring and
guiding the participants throughout
the programme.

The Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Programme covered benefici-
aries from sectors including
agriculture and horticulture, fish-
eries, veterinary services and other
business sectors, reflecting the gov-
ernment’s emphasis on promoting
diversified entrepreneurship across
the district.

Officials said the successful com-
pletion of the programme marked a
significant milestone in the imple-
mentation of CMAAA 2.0 in
Kokrajhar and would contribute to
enterprise creation, employment
generation and sustainable eco-
nomic development in the district.
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Kokrajhar concludes entrepreneurship
training under CMAAA 2.0

Morigaon, Tata Electronics launch community development initiatives
HT Correspondent

JAGIROAD, July 25: The Mori-
gaon district administration, in col-
laboration with Tata Electronics
(Tata Semiconductor Assembly and
Test Pvt Ltd – TSAT), recently
launched a series of community de-
velopment initiatives covering
healthcare, education and women’s
empowerment in Jagiroad.

The programmes were inaugu-
rated by District Commissioner
Anamika Tewari at the Lakshminath
Bezbaruah Conference Hall of Ja-
giroad College in the presence of
Vaswatii Sarmah Barthakur, Head of
Regional Strategy and Ecosystem,
Tata Electronics, senior officials of
the district administration, company
representatives and other dignitaries.

Additional District Commissioner
Anusuya Sharma welcomed the
gathering and highlighted the impor-
tance of collaboration between the
administration and Tata Electronics
in promoting sustainable and inclu-
sive development. 

An overview of the initiatives was
presented by Dharitri Borgohain,

representing the company’s Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility (CSR)
wing.

Addressing the programme,
Vaswatii Sarmah Barthakur stressed
the need for community participation
and long-term partnerships to ensure
the sustainability of development ini-
tiatives, while Ashish Satish Kumar
Mishra, Head of Projects at Tata
Electronics, reiterated the company’s
commitment to social development
through its CSR programmes.

Speaking on the occasion,
Bidyananda Barkakoty, Adviser to
the North Eastern Tea Association
(NETA), welcomed the launch of
Project Chameli, describing it as an
important initiative for empowering
women from tea-tribe communities.

District Commissioner Anamika
Tewari said strong partnerships be-
tween the government, industry and
local communities were essential for
achieving inclusive and sustainable
development. 

She expressed confidence that the
initiatives would strengthen health-
care services, improve educational

infrastructure and create livelihood
opportunities for women in the dis-
trict. During the programme, Joint
Director of Health Services Dr
Sailendra Bordhan Bora presented
the Nikshay Mitra Certificate to Tata
Electronics in recognition of the
company’s support for tuberculosis
patients under the PM TB Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan.

Under the healthcare component,

Tata Electronics launched a sustained
hygiene and sanitation programme at
Mahatma Gandhi Model Hospital to
strengthen infection prevention and
maintain a safe healthcare environ-
ment. 

The company has also adopted
150 tuberculosis patients under the
PM TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan by
providing nutritional support, while
the adoption of another 250 patients

is in progress.
The education initiative covers

Nakhola High School, Bapuji High
School, Jagiroad Higher Secondary
School, Gopal Krishna High School
and Sahid Lakhi Deka High School. 

The programme includes the con-
struction of toilet blocks, mid-day
meal kitchens and dining halls, de-
velopment of smart classrooms and
STEM laboratories, installation of
safe drinking water facilities, green
boards and classroom furniture.

As part of the women’s empower-
ment initiative, Project Chameli was
launched to provide tea walkthrough
experience training to ten young
women from tea-tribe communities. 

The programme aims to equip par-
ticipants with tea tourism guiding
skills while enhancing their commu-
nication skills, confidence and em-
ployability.

The district administration
thanked Tata Electronics for its con-
tinued CSR partnership and ac-
knowledged the support of all
stakeholders involved in implement-
ing the initiatives.

Illicit liquor worth over ₹4 lakh seized in Sootea
HT Correspondent

BISWANATH CHARIALI, July 25: A joint team of Sootea
and Biswanath police seized a large quantity of illicit liquor
worth more than ₹4 lakh during a raid at a shop in Sootea Old
Centre on Friday night.

Police said the operation was carried out following a spe-
cific input about illegal storage and sale of liquor. 

During the search, officers recovered liquor of various
brands allegedly stocked for illegal sale.

The owner of the shop, identified as Baruah Store, was ap-
prehended, and the seized liquor was taken into police cus-
tody.

Local residents alleged that the shop had been engaged in
the illegal sale of liquor for a long time, claiming that despite
the absence of any licensed wine shop in the Sootea area, al-
coholic beverages were readily available at several local
shops. Residents also expressed concern over the widespread
availability of illicit liquor in Sootea, Jamugurihat and
Itakhola, alleging that easy access to alcohol has contributed
to addiction among young people and caused social and eco-
nomic problems in the area.

Police have launched an investigation to ascertain the
source of the seized liquor and identify others involved in the
alleged illegal trade.

Sonitpur administration moves to 
preserve Tezpur’s heritage monuments

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, July 25: The Sonitpur
district administration has stepped up
efforts to scientifically preserve and
restore Tezpur’s ancient monuments
and sculptures, while also improving
tourism infrastructure in the historic
town. The initiative follows long-
standing demands from local organi-
sations for the conservation of several
heritage structures, particularly the
historic Harjaravarmana inscription,
which is threatened by erosion and
submergence in the waters of the
Brahmaputra. The Tezpur Sahitya
Sabha had recently submitted a mem-
orandum seeking urgent measures to
protect the inscription. 

Following the appeal, District
Commissioner Ananda Kumar Das
inspected the site along with repre-
sentatives of the organisation and di-
rected the concerned departments to
initiate necessary conservation meas-
ures. On Friday, the District Commis-
sioner conducted another review
meeting with officials of the Central

and State archaeology departments to
assess the progress of the proposed
preservation efforts.

The inspection was attended by
Assistant Commissioner Arunabh
Barkotoky, Public Works Roads De-
partment Executive Engineer Nit-
yaranjan Barkotoky, Water Resources
Department Executive Engineer
Khanindra Barman, Tezpur Sahitya
Sabha Secretary Dr Pallab Bhat-
tacharya, and other officials.

The team visited the historic Har-
jaravarmana inscription at Rudrapada
(Bhairavpada) on the banks of the
Brahmaputra, where the District
Commissioner reviewed its condition
and directed the concerned depart-
ments to take appropriate measures
for its protection and long-term
preservation. The officials also visited
Agnigarh Park to inspect the progress
of the under-construction lift facility
being developed to improve accessi-
bility for visitors and enhance the
tourist experience at one of Tezpur’s
most popular attractions.

Assam Rifles conducts health
awareness camp in Lokra

HT Correspondent
BISWANATH CHARIALI, July 25:
The Lokra Battalion of the Assam Ri-
fles on Saturday organised a health
awareness camp at Lokra to promote
preventive healthcare and healthy living
among the families of Assam Rifles per-
sonnel and members of the local com-
munity. The camp focused on creating
awareness about personal hygiene, bal-
anced nutrition, sanitation, prevention
of communicable diseases, maternal
and child healthcare, and the adoption
of healthy lifestyle practices.

Medical personnel interacted with
participants, addressed their health-re-
lated queries and highlighted the impor-
tance of timely medical consultation
and preventive care in maintaining
overall well-being.

The programme witnessed enthusias-
tic participation from the families of
Assam Rifles personnel as well as local
residents, reflecting the close relation-
ship between the force and the commu-
nity. Through such outreach initiatives,
the Assam Rifles said it remains com-
mitted to promoting healthcare aware-
ness, strengthening civil-military
relations and contributing to the welfare
of people living in the region.

NFR cancels, reschedules
trains after track 

settlement in hill section
HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, July 25: The North-
east Frontier Railway (NFR) has can-
celled, rescheduled and regulated
several trains following the settlement
of railway tracks near New Haranga-
jao station on the Lumding-Badarpur
hill section.

According to the NFR, train oper-
ations have been disrupted after track
settlement affected both Line-1 and
Line-2 near the station. 

At present, all train movements are
being routed through Line-3 under
strict monitoring and enhanced safety
measures.

In the interest of passenger safety,
the operation of passenger trains
through the affected section has been
suspended during night hours from 7
pm to 5 am. 

During the daytime, trains are
being allowed to pass through the
section under regulated conditions
while restoration work continues.

Railway authorities said engineer-
ing teams, personnel and heavy ma-
chinery have been deployed on a war
footing to restore the damaged track,
with efforts underway to resume nor-
mal train services at the earliest.

As a result, Train Nos 15617
(Guwahati-Dullabcherra), 15618
(Dullabcherra-Guwahati), 15615
(Guwahati-Silchar) and 15616
(Silchar-Guwahati) have been can-
celled on the scheduled dates an-
nounced by the railway.

Several other services, including
the Narangi-Agartala, Agartala-
Narangi, Guwahati-Sairang, Sairang-
Guwahati, Agartala-Deoghar,
Rangiya-Silchar, Silchar-Rangiya and
Agartala-Rani Kamalapati Special
trains, have been rescheduled to late-
night or early morning departures.

Meanwhile, Train No 12503
(SMVT Bengaluru-Agartala Ex-
press), commencing its journey on
July 24, will be regulated en route as
operational conditions permit.

The NFR has advised passengers
to check the latest train timings before
commencing their journey and said
restoration work is progressing con-
tinuously to ensure the safe resump-
tion of normal services.

Sonitpur DC urges residents to join
Census 2027 self-enumeration

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, July 25: Sonitpur District Com-
missioner-cum-Principal Census Officer
Ananda Kumar Das has appealed to resi-
dents of the district to participate in the
Self-Enumeration process for Census 2027
by submitting their household details
through the online Self-Enumeration (SE)
Portal.

The digital initiative forms part of the
House Listing Operation (HLO) for Census
2027 and enables households to furnish
their census information online before the
visit of census enumerators.

The Self-Enumeration Portal will remain
open from August 2 to August 16, allowing
citizens to complete the process through the
dedicated online platform before field enu-
meration begins.

The District Commissioner made a spe-
cial appeal to government employees across

departments, institutions and offices to lead
by example by completing their self-enu-
meration within the stipulated period.

He urged officials to encourage col-
leagues, family members, neighbours and
the general public to participate in the dig-
ital exercise, stating that government em-
ployees have a key role in promoting public
awareness and participation in the census
process.

The district administration has also re-
quested all Heads of Departments to dis-
seminate information about the
self-enumeration facility among their staff,
provide necessary assistance wherever re-
quired and ensure maximum participation
under their respective establishments.

Appealing to all eligible households, the
administration urged residents to make use
of the digital facility and contribute to the
successful conduct of Census 2027.

BTC hands over green leaf vehicles
to tea growers in Udalguri

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, July 25: Deputy
Chief of the Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC), Rihon Daimari
handed over two green leaf carrying
vehicles to small tea growers’ organ-
isations in Udalguri district to
strengthen the region’s tea sector and
support sustainable livelihoods on
Saturday.

The vehicles were distributed at a
programme held at the conference
hall of the District Industries and
Commerce Centre (DICC) in Udal-
guri.

One vehicle each was handed over
to Swmkhwr Small Tea Farmer Pro-
ducer of No 4 Rajagarh, Dimakuchi,
and the Saboj Deep Tea Growers So-
ciety of Rajagarh, Dimakuchi.

The vehicles were provided under
the Cess Utilisation Amendment
Policy, 2017 of the Government of
Assam through the Directorate of
Tea for the transportation of green
tea leaves by small tea growers.

Addressing the gathering, Daimari

said the initiative would enable
growers to transport freshly plucked
green leaves more efficiently, reduc-
ing post-harvest losses and improv-
ing returns to farmers.

He said the scheme would
strengthen the small tea sector while
empowering local growers and Self-
Help Groups, contributing to a more
self-reliant and sustainable rural
economy.

Daimari also said the Directorate
of Tea provides financial assistance
under the scheme by offering a sub-
sidy of up to 75 per cent of the actual
cost of the vehicle to eligible Self-
Help Groups, firms and cooperative
societies of small tea growers ap-
proved by the respective District
Level Society.

The programme was attended by
Additional District Commissioner
(i/c), Sub-Divisional Officer (Civil),
Bhergaon, Ringkhang Basumatary,
members of small tea growers’ soci-
eties, Self-Help Groups and officials
from various departments.

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, July 25: The Asam
Sahitya Sabha on Saturday visited
flood-affected areas of Charaideo
and Sivasagar districts, distributed
relief materials among affected
families and appealed to the
Assam government to rehabilitate
the family of a flood victim who
lost several members in the disas-
ter.

A Sabha delegation led by
Vice-President Padum Rajkhowa
and Principal Secretary Debojit
Bora visited flood-ravaged areas,
including Rajapul, Duwara Gaon,
Nazira, Garmur, Sonari,

Simaluguri, Charaideo and
Lakuwa, where they interacted
with affected residents and dis-
tributed relief materials.

The relief packages included
bottled drinking water, ORS sa-
chets, biscuits, flattened and
puffed rice, soap, medicines, mos-
quito repellent coils, candles and
matchboxes.

The delegation also visited the
family of Rohini Duwara at Gar-
mur Abhoypariya village in
Sivasagar district. 

Rohini Duwara lost his life in
the floods, while his two sons,
Bidyut Duwara and Biplob

Duwara, daughter Bidisha
Duwara, and wife Tutumoni
Duwara also died in the tragedy.

Expressing condolences to the
bereaved family, the Sabha ap-
pealed to Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma to arrange their re-
habilitation and urged the govern-
ment to provide adequate
compensation to the families of
all those who lost their lives in the
floods.

The organisation also expressed
concern over the extensive dam-
age caused by flash floods, cloud-
bursts and hill-cutting in parts of
Jorhat, Sivasagar, Charaideo and
Golaghat districts, stating that
many affected areas continue to
face shortages of drinking water
and food, while healthcare serv-
ices and livestock have also been
severely affected.

Meanwhile, another Sabha
team led by President Dr Basanta
Kumar Goswami and Central Of-
fice Secretary Dr Jyotirekha Haz-
arika visited flood-hit areas of
Jorhat and Golaghat on Friday
and distributed relief materials
among affected residents.

The relief programmes were
joined by office-bearers and vol-
unteers of the Asam Sahitya
Sabha, the Asom Jatiyatabadi
Yuva Parishad, the Jatiyatabadi
Mahila Parishad, the voluntary or-
ganisation Waris, and members of
the reception committee for the
Sabha’s forthcoming Duliajan
session.

HT Correspondent
HAFLONG, July 25: The 26 Assam
Rifles, based in Haflong organised a
free medical health check-up camp at
Jatinga village in Dima Hasao district
as part of its community outreach ini-
tiatives on Saturday. The camp was
organised under the aegis of the Agar-
tala Sector in association with the
Dima Hasao Ex-servicemen Commit-
tee, Assam Rifles, with the aim of
providing basic healthcare services to
residents of remote areas.

More than 150 villagers, including
children, underwent medical exami-
nations for common ailments during
the camp. Free medicines were also
distributed to all patients.

Medical officers of the Assam Ri-
fles interacted with members of the
local community, addressed their
health-related concerns and advised

them on preventive healthcare meas-
ures and healthy living practices.

Villagers expressed appreciation
for the initiative and thanked the or-
ganisers for providing free medical
consultation and medicines.

The Assam Rifles said such out-
reach programmes reflect its contin-
ued commitment to supporting
communities in remote and border
areas by extending essential health-
care services alongside its security re-
sponsibilities.

Asam Sahitya Sabha extends flood relief in
Upper Assam, seeks aid for bereaved family

Assam Rifles organises free
medical camp in Jatinga village

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, July 25: The
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR)
is carrying out round-the-clock
restoration work in flood-affected
sections of the Tinsukia Division
to restore normal train services at
the earliest.

Railway officials said extensive
repair and protection works are
underway at multiple locations
with large-scale deployment of
manpower, machinery and con-
struction materials.

Between Simalguri and Lakwa,
cess protection and railway forma-
tion strengthening works are in
progress. 

A ballast rake has been posi-
tioned at the site, while boulders
are being unloaded to reinforce the
damaged formation.

In the Simalguri-Namtiali sec-

tion, restoration of the railway for-
mation is continuing with simulta-
neous unloading of stone dust and
boulders to facilitate the reopening
of the affected stretch.

Protection measures are also un-
derway in the Amguri-Selenghat
section, where sandbags, bamboo
piling and rail piling are being
used to stabilise flood-damaged
areas. 

The mobilisation and unloading
of sandbags, rails and boulders are
continuing alongside the repair
work.

Similarly, in the Simalguri-Sib-
sagar Town section, bamboo pil-
ing and cess protection works are
in progress, while ballast is being
continuously supplied to
strengthen the track formation and
expedite restoration.

According to the NFR, more

than 700 labourers, supported by
heavy machinery including
Poclains and JCBs, have been de-
ployed across all affected loca-
tions. 

Large quantities of ballast, boul-
ders, sandbags, stone dust and
rails are being transported and
utilised to rebuild the damaged
railway infrastructure.

Senior officials of the Tinsukia
Division are closely monitoring
the restoration work to ensure ef-
fective coordination, timely de-
ployment of resources and strict
adherence to safety standards.

The NFR said restoration activ-
ities are being carried out on a war
footing with the objective of re-
suming train operations safely at
the earliest while ensuring the in-
tegrity of railway infrastructure
and passenger safety.

NFR speeds up restoration in
flood-hit Tinsukia division

Over 700 workers deployed as round-the-clock
efforts continue to restore rail connectivity

Over 3,100 aspiring entrepreneurs complete
month-long capacity-building programme

Partnership focuses on healthcare, education and women’s empowerment in Jagiroad
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WOMEN DAY SPECIAL

By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

DrBhupen Hazarika was never merely a
celebrated artist, composer, or vocalist.
He embodied a vast social conscious-

ness whose voice and creations laid bare the raw,
unfiltered realities of his contemporary world. His
songs functioned as living documents—capturing
the profound truths of human existence, the cries
of social inequality, and the eternal values of hu-
manity with astonishing melody. Right from the
dawn of his artistic journey, he felt an intense
commitment to society, a dedication that infused
every single creation with a noble purpose. Music
was never just a source of entertainment for him;
it served as a powerful instrument for establishing
social justice, unity, and human dignity. Spanning
from national awareness to universal humanism,
and from revolutionary calls to environmental
mindfulness, his social vision achieved a rare, har-
monious balance. This monumental talent earned
him a singular standing not just within Assamese
society, but on the global stage, where his art be-
came a symbol of universal human emotions and
hopes. He stood as a true visionary, his body of
work remaining an eternal wellspring of inspira-
tion for people across every social stratum.

Comprehensive humanism and a deep-seated
faith in egalitarianism formed the bedrock of his
music. He placed human life far above all narrow
divisions and sectarian divides. His philosophy re-
mained crystal clear: human beings must never be
fractured by lines of religion, caste, creed, or lan-
guage, because everyone belongs to a single
human family. His compositions powerfully artic-
ulated class divisions, the chasm between the rich
and the poor, and the agonizing echoes of social
exploitation. Those who had suffered centuries of
neglect, deprivation, and marginalization found
their deepest sympathies and warmest affections
in him. His art became the voice of hungry labor-
ers, toil-driven workers, and destitute souls robbed
of their rightful entitlements. That egalitarian vi-
sion dreamed of a society stripped of exploitation
and grounded in justice, where every individual
could live with dignity and equality. Religious,

ethnic, or political manipulation designed to di-
vide people drew his sharpest criticisms. Above
all wealth and power, human dignity reigned
supreme in his worldview. This humanist message
lent his music a universal appeal, carrying his
melodies far beyond Assam’s borders into various
parts of India and nations across the world. Time
and again, his songs urged humanity to recognize
each other as fellow human beings, aid the suffer-
ing, and build a world saturated with compassion.

The earthy scent of Assam's soil, its natural
splendor, and the proud history of the Assamese
nation pulsed vividly through his songs. Honoring
his heritage, he drew strength from the past to pro-
pel contemporary society forward with fresh
vigor. Assam's history of cultural synthesis, the
fierce bravery of Lachit Barphukan, and the hu-
manistic philosophy of Srimanta Sankaradeva
were immortalized through his lyrics. The
Brahmaputra River recurred as a deeply signifi-
cant symbol throughout his work. To him, the
mighty river was never just a body of water; it rep-
resented the strength, harmony, and eternal flow
of the Assamese identity. Along its banks, diverse
ethnic groups and their rich cultural mosaic coa-
lesced into harmonious notes and words. True
strength for Assam, he firmly believed, resided in
the unity and affection of its people. His national-
ist sentiment held zero room for blindness or nar-
row provincialism; instead, it championed a broad,
open-minded perspective where deep reverence
for one’s own heritage met equal respect for for-
eign cultures. His music anchored Assamese soci-
ety firmly to its roots while constructing bridges
of solidarity with the global human community.
This brand of nationalism was fundamentally hu-
manistic—concerned not merely with regional ad-
vancement, but with the welfare of all humankind.

Social injustice, exploitation, and tyranny met
a fierce, uncompromising voice of protest in Dr.
Hazarika's music, fueling a deep revolutionary
current. Outdated social dogmas, blind supersti-
tions, and rigid orthodoxies constantly faced his
relentless scrutiny and progressive ideals. Ordi-
nary people found the courage to stand against tor-
ture and poverty, fight for their rights, and

establish justice through his inspiring composi-
tions. That revolutionary spirit remained construc-
tive and creative, relying on art, culture, and
human values rather than weapons. Corruption,
moral decay, and political self-serving motives
faced sharp satirical blows in his tracks. Untouch-
ability, caste prejudice, and religious divisions
were evils he fought tirelessly to eradicate in pur-
suit of an egalitarian society. By laying bare the
suffering of the hungry, the laboring, and the de-
prived, his songs galvanized them to transform
their pain into strength and step into the struggle.
Every single word functioned like a spark, igniting
fresh hope and critical thought within human
minds. Such a defiant, progressive mindset earned
him the title of a "revolutionary artist"—a timeless
guide for a society striving for change. Human
struggle, his music demonstrated, is an eternal
process, and every individual bears the responsi-
bility to play their part.

Environmental consciousness and humanity's
profound bond with nature constituted another
thoughtful dimension of his social awareness.
Plundering nature for selfish gains, he realized,
would unleash catastrophic challenges upon the
entire human race. Forests, rivers, and wildlife
commanded a sensitive, affectionate gaze in his
artistry. Nature was never treated merely as a sce-
nic backdrop; it stood as the very foundation of
existence and a vital teacher. Unchecked exploita-
tion of natural resources under the guise of indus-
trialization and modernization drew his stern
warnings. Far-sighted and responsible, his ecolog-
ical message exhorted humanity to acknowledge
its debt to nature and fulfill its duty of protection.
Trees represented more than mere shade-
providers; they were essential factories supplying
breath to all living creatures. Beyond this, the con-
cept of the mighty Brahmaputra assumed a pro-
found philosophical depth in his tracks,
symbolizing life’s momentum, struggles, hopes,
and trials. Much like the ceaseless flow of a river,
human existence remains defined by continuous
transformation and struggle. His songs embold-
ened listeners to navigate this current with courage
and resilience. Joy and sorrow arrive in turns, and

accepting both equally defines authentic living.
Expanding the boundaries of his social conscious-
ness, these environmental themes and deep truths
encouraged humanity to contemplate its exact
place and responsibility within the vast universe.

Culture and the masses found a powerful bridge
in Dr. Bhupen Hazarika. Grassroots emotions and
feelings found their true expression through his
artistic medium. Folk melodies wrapped in simple,
accessible language carried his message straight
to every stratum of society. Blending indigenous
Assamese tunes, instruments, and lyrical styles
with modern musical elements, he forged a
uniquely popular aesthetic. This technique served
as an exceptional vehicle for social awareness. Art
and culture never served as mere recreational tools
in his hands; they operated as formidable instru-
ments for social discourse, critique, and transfor-
mative communication. The everyday emotions,
love, sorrows, and struggles of ordinary workers,
farmers, and marginalized people beamed clearly
through his work, allowing every listener to spot
their own reflection. Lasting, profound societal
impact, he believed, could only be achieved by art
capable of touching human hearts. His creations
reflected the cultural soul of Assam, binding the
community together while pointing toward a bet-
ter tomorrow. Political systems, cultural currents,
and human predicaments alike felt the touch of his
versatile artistic spirit.

Relevance defines Dr. Bhupen Hazarika's social
consciousness even in the present day. Exploita-
tion, poverty, injustice, caste prejudice, and eco-
logical crises remain stubborn fixtures across the
global landscape, echoing the very issues he sang
about. Modern society continues to find com-
pelling reasons to reflect on these challenges and
seek solutions through his catalog. Humanism and
egalitarian philosophy will forever remain perti-
nent, because the struggle for human dignity and
equality never concludes. Collective human unity,
love, and resilient fighting spirit can overcome any
hurdle—a hope that echoes loudly through his
legacy. His music offers courage, inspires resist-
ance against injustice, and paints a picture of a bet-
ter future. Depth of social vision, humanistic
philosophy, and revolutionary messages guarantee
his status as a legendary, epoch-shaping intellect
rather than just a singer. Preserved as an invalu-
able asset for Assamese society, his work not only
brings peace to the mind but also reminds us of
our civic duties and responsibilities. By weaving
together people from all walks of life and building
bridges of affection and brotherhood, his songs
built a lasting monument. The social reforms and
human values championed through his music re-
main indispensable guides for contemporary soci-
ety. (References — Several books, multiple
articles, and various writings available on the in-
ternet have been utilized.)

Social Consciousness in Sudhakantha’s Songs
Social injustice, exploitation, and tyranny met a fierce, uncompromising voice of

protest in Dr. Hazarika's music, fueling a deep revolutionary current. Outdated social
dogmas, blind superstitions, and rigid orthodoxies constantly faced his relentless

scrutiny and progressive ideals. Ordinary people found the courage to stand against
torture and poverty, fight for their rights, and establish justice through his inspiring

compositions. That revolutionary spirit remained constructive and creative, relying on
art, culture, and human values rather than weapons...

By: Dr Ratan Bhattacharjee

It is the story of a boy from Barbados
who became a global icon, a man
whose name will forever be spoken

with reverence. He coached, mentored,
advised, and inspired. Young cricketers
looked at him not merely as a legend but
as a guiding star. His presence at crick-
eting events, his gentle smile, his
thoughtful words—all carried the weight
of a man who had lived the game more
fully than anyone else. He was Sir
Garfield St Aubrun Sobers who was
popularly known as Sir Garry Sobers to
his admirers. He occupies a place that is
almost mythical. His extraordinary ver-
satility, effortless brilliance and charis-
matic personality made him not only the
greatest all-rounder in cricket history but
also one of the finest sportsmen the
world has ever witnessed. But time, re-
lentless and impartial, touches even the
greatest. Sobers’ gradual retreat from
public life has been a quiet one, marked
not by dramatic announcements but by
the gentle fading of appearances. His
health has become fragile, his voice
softer, his movements slower. The man
who once leapt like a panther now walks
with the careful steps of age. Yet even in
this twilight, Sobers retains a dignity that
commands respect. His eyes still carry
the spark of memory, the glow of a life
lived in extraordinary fullness.

His passing away is an end of an era
which is not just  a moment; it is a feel-
ing. It is the realization that a giant has
stepped back, leaving behind footprints
too large to be filled. Sobers’ era was de-
fined by elegance, versatility, courage,
and imagination. It was an era when
cricket was not dominated by technol-
ogy, analytics, or commercial spectacle,
but by pure human brilliance. Sobers
represented the soul of cricket, the part
of the game that cannot be measured by
numbers or captured by machines. His
genius was organic, instinctive, and
deeply human.

The history of cricket has produced
many legendary batsmen, bowlers and
captains, but only a handful of complete

cricketers. Born on 28 July 1936 in
Bridgetown, Barbados, Sobers grew up
in a modest family where sport was an
integral part of life. As a child, he ex-
celled not only in cricket but also in foot-
ball and basketball. His remarkable
athleticism soon caught the attention of
cricket selectors, and at just 17 years of
age, he made his Test debut for the West
Indies against England in 1954. Initially
chosen as a left-arm spinner, Sobers
soon transformed himself into an excep-
tional batsman and an astonishingly ver-
satile bowler capable of bowling
left-arm fast-medium, orthodox spin and
wrist spin with equal effectiveness. 

Sobers was admired by the greatest
names in cricket. Sir Donald Bradman
considered him among the finest crick-
eters ever, while later all-rounders such
as Kapil Dev, Ian Botham, Imran Khan
and Jacques Kallis were often measured
against the “Sobers standard.” Even
today, every discussion about the great-
est all-rounder inevitably begins with his
name. His honours reflect his unparal-
leled contribution. He was named Wis-
den Cricketer of the Year in 1964, was
knighted by Queen Elizabeth II in 1975,
became one of the National Heroes of
Barbados in 1998, and was inducted into
the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame in 2009.
The International Cricket Council’s an-
nual award for the world’s best men’s
cricketer, the Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy,
bears his name, ensuring that every gen-
eration remembers his greatness. Be-
yond statistics, Sobers brought joy to
cricket. He played with freedom, imagi-
nation and confidence. His smile, sports-
manship and love for the game endeared
him to fans across continents. Whether
playing in Barbados, England, Australia
or India, he was celebrated not merely as
a West Indian star but as a global ambas-
sador of cricket. Sir Garry Sobers’ career
statistics remain astonishing. In 93 Test
matches, he scored 8,032 runs at an av-
erage of 57.78, including 26 centuries,
while taking 235 wickets and holding
109 catches. In first-class cricket, he
amassed more than 28,000 runs and
claimed over 1,000 wickets, achieve-

ments that underline his extraordinary
all-round excellence. 

Sobers’ batting like that of Indian leg-
endary cricketer Maharaja Ranjit Singh
was a blend of grace and aggression. His
drives were elegant, his hooks fearless,
and his timing impeccable. He possessed
the rare ability to dominate the world’s
best bowlers while making the game ap-
pear effortless. In 1958, at Kingston, Ja-
maica, he created history by scoring 365
not out against Pakistan, becoming the
youngest player to score a triple century
in Test cricket. The innings remained the
highest individual Test score for an aston-
ishing 36 years, until Brian Lara surpassed
it in 1994. If his batting dazzled spectators,
his bowling bewildered opponents. Few
cricketers in history have possessed such
versatility. Depending on the pitch and
match situation, Sobers could open the
bowling with lively pace or switch to
slow orthodox spin and even chinaman
deliveries. He finished his Test career
with 235 wickets, proving that he was as
valuable with the ball as with the bat. 

Fielding was another dimension of his
greatness. Whether stationed at slip, in
the covers or close to the wicket, Sobers
displayed remarkable anticipation, safe
hands and athletic brilliance. His 109
Test catches reflected only a fraction of
his immense contribution in the field. As
captain of the West Indies from 1965 to
1972, Sobers inspired a generation of
Caribbean cricketers. His leadership was
positive, adventurous and fearless.
Under his captaincy, the West Indies
achieved memorable victories, including
their first Test series win over Australia.
His bold approach helped shape the ag-
gressive brand of West Indies cricket that
later dominated world cricket during the
1970s and 1980s. 

When the world speaks today of Sir
Garfield St Aubrun Sobers, it does not
merely recall a cricketer; it remembers a
phenomenon, a force of nature, a man
whose genius seemed to defy the bound-
aries of human possibility. His retire-
ment from public life, his gradual
withdrawal from the frontlines of crick-
eting discourse, and the quiet settling of
age upon his once agile frame mark not
just the passing of time but the closing
of a chapter in the book of world sport.
Sobers was not only the greatest all
rounder cricket has ever known; he was
the embodiment of cricket’s poetry, its
unpredictability, its grace, and its fierce
competitive spirit. To speak of Sobers is
to speak of cricket itself, because for
decades the two were inseparable.

By the time he made his Test debut at
the age of sixteen, he was already a
prodigy, though the world had not yet
grasped the scale of his potential. The
legend truly began in 1958, when Sobers
scored 365 not out against Pakistan,
breaking Len Hutton’s record and be-
coming the youngest man to hold the

highest individual Test score. That in-
nings was not just a display of en-
durance; it was a revelation. Sobers
batted as though he were painting
strokes on a canvas, each shot a brush
dipped in sunlight. His drives shim-
mered, his pulls thundered, his cuts
sliced through the air with surgical pre-
cision. It was an innings that announced
the arrival of a genius who would rede-
fine the sport. Even today, cricket lovers
speak of that knock with reverence, as
though it were a sacred text. The six
sixes he struck in a single over off Mal-
colm Nash in 1968 remain one of
cricket’s most iconic moments. It was
not brute force; it was artistry. Sobers
seemed to lift the ball effortlessly, send-
ing it soaring into the sky as though
gravity itself had bowed before him. 

Yet Sobers was more than statistics,
more than records, more than the sum of
his achievements. He was a symbol of
Caribbean pride, a beacon for a region
emerging from colonial shadows and as-
serting its identity on the world stage. In
the 1960s and 70s, when West Indies
cricket became a cultural force, Sobers
stood at its forefront, a leader whose
presence inspired confidence and unity.
He played with a joy that reflected the
rhythm of calypso, the warmth of island
life, and the resilience of a people who
had endured centuries of struggle.
Sobers carried the Caribbean on his
shoulders, and the Caribbean carried him
in its heart. His captaincy was marked by
courage and innovation. He believed in
attacking cricket, in pushing boundaries,
in trusting instinct over caution. Sobers

was never afraid to take risks, because
he understood that greatness is born
from daring. His leadership shaped the
ethos of West Indies cricket, paving the
way for the golden era of Lloyd,
Richards, Holding, and Marshall. 

Today, when young fans watch cricket
dominated by power hitting, data driven
strategies, and hyper specialization,
Sobers stands as a reminder of a time
when one man could master every di-
mension of the sport. His legacy is not
merely in the record books but in the
imagination of cricket lovers. He
showed what was possible when talent
meets passion, when discipline meets
creativity, when sport becomes art.But
Sobers was never merely a batsman. He
was the complete cricketer, the rarest of
rare combinations. He could bowl fast
enough to intimidate, spin enough to de-
ceive, and field with an athleticism that
made him a natural phenomenon. His
catch at backward point, his leap at mid
wicket, his reflexes in the slips—each
was a testament to his instinctive mas-
tery. Sobers was a one man orchestra, ca-
pable of producing every note the game
required. When he walked onto the field,
he carried with him the confidence of a
man who knew he could change the
course of a match with bat, ball, or bril-
liance in the field. Sobers’ era may be
ending, but his influence will never fade.
Every all rounder who dreams of ex-
celling in multiple disciplines carries a
piece of Sobers’ legacy. Every batsman
who seeks elegance, every bowler who
seeks versatility, every fielder who seeks
excellence—all walk in the path he

carved.Sobers’ life is a testament to the
power of sport to transcend boundaries.
He united nations, inspired generations,
and elevated cricket to a form of expres-
sion that touched the human spirit. His
story is not merely a cricketing biogra-
phy; it is a narrative of resilience, cre-
ativity, and the pursuit of excellence. 

As we reflect on Sobers today, we do
not mourn the end of an era; we cele-
brate the era itself. We celebrate the
artistry of his batting, the magic of his
bowling, the electricity of his fielding.
We celebrate the humility of his charac-
ter, the generosity of his spirit, the wis-
dom of his presence. We celebrate a man
who gave the world not just perform-
ances but memories, not just victories
but inspiration. Sir Garfield Sobers re-
mains, and will always remain, the gold
standard of cricketing greatness. His era
may be passing into history, but history
itself will never forget him. The sun may
set on the horizon of his active life, but
the glow of his legacy will continue to
illuminate the world of cricket for gen-
erations to come. In the quiet twilight of
his years, Sobers stands not as a fading
star but as an eternal constellation—
fixed, brilliant, and unforgettable.

Sir Garfield Sobers: a name that will
never dim, a legacy that will never fade,
an era that will never truly end. (Interna-
tional Tagore Awardee multilingual
columnist and writer Dr.Ratan Bhat-
tacharjee  is a former Affiliate Faculty
Virginia Commonwealth University  and
at present  President Kolkata Indian
American Society . He may be reached
at profratanbhattacharjee@gmail.com)

Sir Garfield Sobers: A guiding
star in the world of cricket
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SUNDAY SPECIAL

By: Nayanjyoti Baruah

I’ve read several books that en-
gage with the subject of domestic
violence, but few have unsettled

me as deeply as Colleen Hoover’s It
Ends with Us. Beneath the surface of
what initially appears to be a con-
ventional romantic narrative lies a
disturbing exploration of domestic
abuse, patriarchal power, emotional
dependence, and the difficult process
of breaking generational cycles of vi-
olence. The novel’s significance lies
not merely in its depiction of physical
abuse but in its examination of the psy-
chological and social conditions that
make abusive relationships difficult
to leave. Through Lily Bloom’s ex-
periences, Hoover invites readers to
reconsider the simplistic assumption
that victims can easily escape vio-
lence once they recognise it.

The novel acquires additional sig-
nificance from Hoover’s personal
connection to the subject. In her au-

thor’s note, she discusses her fam-
ily’s experience with domestic vio-
lence and acknowledges that her
father once physically assaulted her
mother. However, It Ends with Us
should not be regarded as a straight-
forward autobiography. Rather,
Hoover transforms an experience
rooted in personal history into a fic-
tional narrative that explores the
broader social and psychological di-
mensions of domestic violence. The
novel therefore operates simultane-
ously as a personal reflection and as
a commentary on a social problem
that continues to affect individuals
and families across generations.

At the centre of the narrative is the
relationship between Lily Bloom
and Ryle Kincaid. What makes their
relationship particularly compelling
is that Ryle is not introduced as an
obvious villain. He is intelligent,
successful, attractive, ambitious, and
capable of genuine affection. His re-
lationship with Lily initially devel-

ops through mutual attraction and
emotional intimacy. This complexity
is crucial to Hoover’s representation
of domestic abuse because it chal-
lenges the assumption that abusive
partners are always recognisable as
cruel or dangerous from the begin-
ning.

As Lily and Ryle’s relationship
develops, however, the distinction
between love and violence becomes
increasingly blurred. Ryle’s behav-
iour exposes the disturbing contra-
dictions that often exist within
abusive relationships. His violent ac-
tions are followed by remorse,
apologies, and promises that he will
change. Lily therefore finds herself
caught between the man she loves
and the man who harms her. The
emotional conflict becomes more
complicated because Ryle is not vi-
olent all the time; moments of ten-
derness coexist with moments of
brutality. The novel thus presents do-
mestic violence not as a simple op-
position between love and hatred but
as a destructive cycle in which affec-
tion, fear, guilt, hope, and violence
become psychologically entangled.

This cycle is central to under-
standing Lily’s struggle. From an
outsider’s perspective, leaving an
abusive relationship may appear to
be an obvious and immediate deci-
sion. Yet Hoover demonstrates that
victims often remain because abu-
sive relationships can involve emo-
tional attachment, economic
dependence, fear, social pressure,
and the persistent hope that the per-
son they love will change. Ryle’s re-
peated apologies and promises
create the possibility of a better fu-
ture, even when his actions repeat-
edly contradict those promises.
Lily’s difficulty in leaving therefore
becomes an important part of the
novel’s psychological realism.

Lily’s experience becomes even
more complex because it echoes the
violence she witnessed during her
childhood. Her mother’s relationship
with her father provides the emo-
tional and psychological background

against which Lily interprets her
own marriage. As a child, Lily strug-
gles to understand why her mother
remains with a man who abuses her.
As an adult, she gradually realises
that the answer is not as simple as
she once believed. Her mother’s cir-
cumstances reflect the difficulties
faced by many victims who lack fi-
nancial independence, educational
opportunities, social support, or the
resources necessary to leave an abu-
sive relationship.

This is where the novel moves be-
yond the story of an individual mar-
riage and becomes a critique of the
social structures surrounding domes-
tic violence. The problem is not sim-
ply that one man is violent towards
one woman. The novel also raises
questions about patriarchal power,
gender inequality, economic depend-
ence, and the social conditions that
allow abuse to continue. Victims
may find themselves trapped not
only by emotional attachment but
also by material circumstances and
societal expectations. In this context,
the more important question is not
merely, “Why doesn’t she leave?”
but rather, “What social, economic,
and psychological forces prevent her
from leaving?”

The novel’s treatment of domestic
violence is therefore closely con-
nected to the idea of generational
trauma. Lily has already witnessed
violence within her family, and
Ryle’s behaviour threatens to re-
produce the same pattern in her
adult life. The possibility that her
own daughter might grow up wit-
nessing the same violence becomes
the decisive factor in Lily’s transfor-
mation.

The birth of Lily’s daughter marks
the moral and psychological turning
point of the narrative. Until this
point, Lily’s struggle has largely
been about her own relationship with
Ryle. Motherhood changes the na-
ture of her decision. She begins to
understand that remaining in the re-
lationship could expose her daughter
to the same environment that shaped

her own childhood. Her decision to
leave therefore becomes more than
an act of personal liberation; it be-
comes an attempt to prevent vio-
lence from passing from one
generation to another.

The title It Ends with Us acquires
its deepest meaning at this moment.
Lily recognises that she cannot
change the past, but she can deter-
mine whether the pattern continues
into the future. Her decision is there-
fore not based on the disappearance
of love but on the recognition that
love cannot justify violence. She
does not leave because she suddenly
stops caring about Ryle. She leaves
because she understands that pro-
tecting herself and her daughter must
take precedence over preserving an
abusive relationship. As she says “I
need to know what you would say to
our daughter if the man she loves
with all her heart ever hurts her”, it
defines her strong resistance not to
follow the path again. At the end of
the novel, Lily makes a decisive
break with the cycle of violence,
making it clear that the suffering,
abuse, and domestic violence she
has endured must end with her rather
than become a legacy inherited by
her new-born daughter. Her decision
reflects a profound act of maternal
courage and resistance: she refuses
to allow the traumas of her own life
to shape or define her daughter’s fu-
ture. In this sense, the novel’s con-
clusion becomes a powerful
rejection of the intergenerational
transmission of domestic violence,
affirming that the atrocities she has
suffered must end with her and must
not be carried forward into her
daughter’s life.

Atlas Corrigan’s character pro-
vides an important contrast to Ryle
and expands the novel’s discussion
of masculinity and love. Atlas repre-
sents a model of affection based on
patience, respect, emotional security,
and responsibility. His relationship
with Lily is not defined by posses-
sion or control. When they reunite as
adults, Atlas accepts Lily and her

daughter and becomes a source of
stability in their lives. His character
therefore demonstrates the possibil-
ity of a relationship in which love
does not require fear or submission.

However, Atlas should not be in-
terpreted simply as the man who
“rescues” Lily. Such a reading would
undermine the novel’s most impor-
tant message. Lily’s liberation ulti-
mately comes from her own decision
to break the cycle of violence. Atlas
may offer emotional support and
represent the possibility of a health-
ier future, but it is Lily who makes
the decisive choice. Her strength lies
in recognising that she must take re-
sponsibility for her own life and for
the environment in which her daugh-
ter will grow up.

The contrast between Atlas and
Ryle also allows Hoover to present
two competing models of masculin-
ity. Ryle’s behaviour is marked by
possessiveness, impulsivity, and vi-
olence, while Atlas represents emo-
tional maturity, patience, and
respect. The novel therefore chal-
lenges cultural assumptions that
sometimes mistake dominance for
strength or possessiveness for love.
Through this contrast, Hoover sug-
gests that healthy masculinity is not
defined by control but by the ability
to respect another person’s auton-
omy and emotional well-being.

Nevertheless, the novel is not
without its limitations. Its treatment
of domestic violence is emotionally
powerful and accessible, but at times
it relies on conventions associated
with popular romantic fiction to re-
solve a deeply complex social prob-
lem. The introduction of Atlas as a
romantic possibility may uninten-
tionally suggest that happiness after
abuse is closely tied to finding an-
other partner. In reality, recovery
from domestic violence is rarely so
linear or romantically resolved. Sur-
vivors may require financial inde-
pendence, emotional support,
community assistance, counselling,
and considerable time to rebuild
their lives. The novel’s conclusion is

therefore emotionally satisfying but
can also be regarded as somewhat
idealised.

Despite these limitations, It Ends
with Us remains culturally signifi-
cant because it brings the subject of
domestic violence into the main-
stream of popular fiction. Its most
important contribution is perhaps its
challenge to the assumptions readers
often make about victims and abu-
sive relationships. Abuse is not al-
ways visible from the outside.
Victims do not necessarily leave im-
mediately. Abusers are not violent at
every moment. And love does not
automatically disappear when vio-
lence enters a relationship.

Ultimately, It Ends with Us is not
merely a story about an abusive mar-
riage or a complicated love triangle.
It is an exploration of the relation-
ship between love, power, memory,
trauma, and personal agency.
Through Lily’s journey, Hoover ex-
amines how patriarchal attitudes,
emotional manipulation, economic
dependence, and generational
trauma can shape individual lives.

The novel’s most powerful mes-
sage is contained in Lily’s decision
to end the cycle. Her choice to leave
is not a rejection of love but a rejec-
tion of violence. It is not an act of
weakness but an assertion of dignity
and agency. By choosing a different
future for herself and her daughter,
Lily transforms the meaning of the
novel’s title into a declaration of re-
sistance: the violence that began in
one generation does not have to be
inherited by the next.

In the final analysis, It Ends with
Us asks readers to look beyond the
visible act of violence and examine
the complex circumstances that sus-
tain it. Its enduring value lies in its
insistence that victims should be un-
derstood rather than judged, and that
leaving an abusive relationship
should not be interpreted as a failure
of love. Instead, it can be an act of
courage—the moment when an indi-
vidual decides that the cycle of vio-
lence will end with them.

By: Meenakshi Gogoi

Every day, in the hustle
and bustle of Padma-
pur’s market area,

Rikhiram would set up his
food pushcart. But since the
last two days, he had not
been able to sell his food and
was lying in bed due to viral
fever and cough. He knew
what could be the loss of two
days’ income and, so, his
close-knit family of three.
His wife and two daughters.
Pronita, his elder daughter,
was sensible and responsi-
ble, studying in college. She
insisted that she would run
his food cart until he was
better. Her father got her and
did not prohibit her from
going to the market and sell-
ing food items. He wanted
her to share responsibilities
as the eldest child. Rikhiram
did not consider her any less
than a boy from the day she
was born. She brought hap-
piness to their lives over the
years through her school and
college results. But her
mother had objections. She
was not supportive of
Pronita taking the food cart
out. She asked hoarsely, “It’s
not an easy task to drag the
food cart on the road. How
will you do that?” Pronita
calmly but with confidence
replied, “Maa, it is a light
pushcart and has got four
wheels to drag it off. I can
control the wheel speed.
Have faith in me.” Her
mother remained silent and
sat down in a chair, thinking
that Pronita would keep her
words. Eventually, Pronita
convinced her mother that
she would be fine. It was
only a matter of a few days
until her father would get
back to work. 

Rikhiram knew his daugh-
ter was outspoken, account-
able and aware of her rights
and desires. It was not al-
ways easy to see such traits
in a college-going young
woman who dared to sell
food from a cart. She was
brought up with much love
and affection, freedom, and
a reasonable degree of disci-
pline to distinguish between
what is good and bad, right
and wrong. Her father gave
her the freedom to think and
act in ways that could bring
good outcomes for her. He
always explained to her that
freedom would come with
responsibility, and those who
followed this rule could be
the truly successful ones,
whatever they did in their

lives. That night, Rikhiram,
while going to bed, spoke to
his wife to relax her anxiety.
He said, “Pronita is our elder
daughter. Her young sister
would learn to be strong and
confident by seeing her sister
be decisive and independent.
One day, she would have to
look after herself and us. So,
let her go and do it.” Her
mother lay in bed silently,
praying to God, closing her
eyes and slowly falling
asleep, keeping her worries
at bay. 

While in bed, Pronita’s
young sister said, “Didi, take
me with you to work tomor-
row. I will help you.” “That’s
not needed. You will go to
school and help Maa at home
instead, when I am away. Al-
right,” softly replied Pronita.
And her young sister nod-
ded. Pronita planted a kiss on
her forehead and patted her
with care to make her fall
asleep. 

However, Pronita’s mind
was stuck on the debt her fa-
ther owed at the nearby gro-
cery shop. She learnt about
the debt when she went to
buy masoor dal and potatoes
the other day. The shop-
keeper kept a debt register in
which he recorded the
amounts taken by creditors.
She spotted her father’s
name on the debt list, with a
debt of 5,000 rupees owed to
the shopkeeper. He added an
extra amount of money to
the debt for the things she
purchased that day. Her
mother did not give her
money, asked her to buy
things on credit, and made an
entry in the grocery shop’s
debt list under her father’s
name. Pronita had no idea of
the previous debts, though
they were not a very large
amount taken by her father.
The shopkeeper was a good
person and friendly with her
father. She felt perhaps that
was the reason he gave her
the things, was being lenient
with her father, and would
take money when her father
got well and pay him later.
That night, Pronita specu-
lated about her family’s ex-
penses. She knew her
father’s main expenses were
paying her college fees and
purchasing study material for
her Civil Services Exam, as
she had aspired to become an
IAS in the future. Her mother
was contributing her little
money from sewing her neigh-
bours’ clothes at home and
selling her home-made vari-
eties of papads and chaklis.

But the money was still not
enough to cover future ex-
penses. Pronita felt she had
to bear her own expenses.
She really wanted to share
her father’s burden. She was
strong and determined, ready
to take on challenges to fulfil
her aims and desires in life.
After much struggle with her
thoughts, Pronita fell asleep
to wake up the next morning
with a new task.

The next morning, her
mother handed her a bag
containing everything she
would need to run her food
cart, including vegetables,
flour, oil, spices, utensils, tis-
sue paper packets, sauces,
chutneys, knives, etc. She
fed Pronita a spoonful of a
curd-and-sugar mix, as per
tradition, whenever someone
was about to start a new
work to bring success and
good luck. Pronita ate,
smiled, and sought her par-
ents’ good wishes. She left
with their pushcart, carefully
operating it with her hands
as she dragged it on the road.

After half an hour, she
reached the town’s main
market area and stalled her
food pushcart at one corner
under the shade of a tall tree.
There were several other
food carts stalled nearby.
Pronita arranged all her
things and the portable gas
stove on the cart. She began
to fry and roast on the large
flat and slippery Tawa on the
stove. As the day passed,
Pronita sold a good number
of food items, including veg-
etable chowmein, tikkis and
chat, bhel, puchkas, and
spicy veg burgers. There
were mostly young women
and school children among
the food lovers, rather than
older men. A young woman
asked, “There was an uncle
who used to sell off the food
items at this point, but we
have not seen him for the last
couple of days. It’s his cart,
right?” “Oh, yes, he is my fa-
ther. He is not keeping good
health. So, I came in his
place to run the food cart,”

replied Pronita with a smile.
The young woman nodded
and smiled back at her. 

Pronita felt content at the
quick selling of her food
items. However, her eyes
could not avoid the number
of gazes on her that day. It
was a different world for her,
one she had not known or
met anyone in before. She
was reluctant at one mo-
ment, but at the very next,
happy and confident to sell
her goods. At home, it was a
different world altogether. It
was a comfort zone for her
with all the love, affection
and care from her parents
and her young sister. But the
external world she was wit-
nessing was fast-moving,
based on monetary terms,
where she had to sell her
food for its monetary value.
But at home, in her own
world, the value of every-
thing is calculated with love.
She could sense the envy,
fake smiles, and the hard
labour one puts in to bring
food to the table at home
every night. It was a constant
struggle for survival meant
for families like hers, which
required sensitivity and at-
tention to understand.

Pronita was content by the
end of the day after a good
sale, and she felt her decision
was the right one. By late
evening, she reached her
small rented home. Her
mother looked at her carefully,
trying to figure out whether
the day had been spent in good
vibes. Pronita smiled and
handed her a good amount of
money after the day’s hard
toil. She kept some money
for her pocket money. She
brought her sick father fruits
and medicines, and a choco-
late bar for her young sister.
Her mother’s eyes were a lit-
tle moist as she thought her
daughter had grown into a
big, mature, and responsible
person in the true sense. She
served tea and snacks. That
evening was special to them,
an evening of hope to be
cherished. 

Two Worlds

Breaking the Cycle: A Critical reading of domestic 
violence and patriarchy in colleen hoover’s it ends with us

By: Mowsam Hazarika

River valleys are universally ac-
knowledged as dynamic habitats
that sustain multiple ecosystems of

immense ecological value, yet they re-
main increasingly vulnerable to a range of
global threats. While some attribute these
disruptions to natural environmental
processes, the prevailing consensus un-
derscores human-induced changes as the
primary cause. Within this context, wet-
lands emerge as particularly fragile and
distinctive ecosystems. Their survival—
along with the broader health of river val-
leys—is closely tied to land management
practices and the extent of natural re-
source exploitation.

In today’s world, truly pristine river
valleys have become rare, often bearing
visible imprints of human interference.
Yet, amidst this reality, there are encour-
aging signs. Certain landscapes such as
chars and marshy lands have witnessed re-
duced human pressure in recent years,
opening up opportunities for ecological
restoration and conservation. Parallelly,
advancements in environmental manage-
ment have fostered the development of
scientific tools and strategies aimed at
regulating resource use more sustainably.

The book “Agropedological Character-
ization of Chars and Beels in the Brahma-
putra Valley, Assam”, authored by Dr BP
Bhaskar and Dr Utpal Baruah, is a signif-
icant contribution to this evolving dis-
course. Both authors, distinguished
scientists formerly associated with ICAR-
NBSS&LUP, bring together decades of
research to present a comprehensive and
objective-oriented study of soils in the
Brahmaputra Valley. The work lucidly ex-
plains soil-geomorphic relationships
through well-designed illustrations, offer-
ing a strong regional perspective essential
for understanding river valley ecosystems.

This volume stands out for its rich geo-
referenced datasets, making it an invalu-
able resource for soil scientists,
geographers, and researchers exploring
fluvial processes and pedogenesis. The
authors have adopted a systematic and rig-
orous methodology to conduct soil sur-
veys in the challenging and often
inaccessible floodplain wetlands. Their
work addresses a long-standing gap in un-
derstanding the biophysical constraints af-
fecting wetland agriculture.

What makes this book particularly
noteworthy is its synthesis of three phases
of research, enriched with case studies
and insights from on-farm demonstration
trials. The inclusion of recent references
enhances its academic relevance, while
field photographs vividly capture the
dynamic nature of the Brahmaputra and
the evolving landscapes of chars and
beels. These visuals also reflect the en-
during resilience of traditional rainfed rice
systems that have sustained livelihoods
for centuries.

The book is thoughtfully structured into
eight chapters covering introduction, re-
gional overview, climate, morphological
dynamics, geomorphic processes, hy-
dropedological investigations, agronomic
interpretations, and detailed characteris-
tics of beel lands. Each chapter is further
subdivided, ensuring depth and clarity in
presentation. Of particular significance
are the hydropedological studies con-
ducted in Majuli and the beel areas of
Jorhat, which provide valuable insights
into the formation of hydric soils classi-
fied under Entisols and Inceptisols.

Building on this scientific foundation,
the authors propose rice-based cropping
systems tailored to the unique ecological
conditions of chars and beels. They also
address various management challenges
and examine both traditional and modern
agronomic practices. The concluding sec-
tions on river restoration outline practical
techniques and critical considerations,

making the work relevant not only for re-
searchers but also for policymakers and
development practitioners.

Comprising 216 pages, the book in-
cludes 54 tables, 41 figures, and an exten-
sive list of 258 references, along with a
comprehensive glossary. Its depth and
clarity make it a valuable addition to pro-
fessional literature and an important edu-
cational resource. By bridging soil science
with agricultural practice, the authors
have created a work that enhances our un-
derstanding of river valley ecosystems
and their sustainable management.

This book is highly recommended for
anyone interested in wetland soils, river-
ine ecology, and sustainable agriculture.
It is hoped that such region-specific stud-
ies will continue to enrich academic re-
sources and inspire further research,
ultimately contributing to improved liveli-
hoods and ecological resilience in the
Brahmaputra Valley. 

Mapping the living landscapes of
the Brahmaputra: A landmark

study on Chars and Beels
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
July 25: Kerala leaders, including
chief minister V D Satheesan, on
Saturday reacted to the resignation
of Union Education minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan following the
CJP-led protest at Jantar Mantar
over the NEET paper leak, calling
it a “victory” for sustained youth-
led agitation.

In a statement, the Kerala CM
congratulated the country’s youth
for their determination and
courage, saying the resignation of
Pradhan came after attempts to
suppress student protests had
failed.

He said that the resignation of
Pradhan was inevitable and it came
late, only after there was no way
left for him to hold on to office.

“Big salute to the Indian youth
whose determination and courage
made this possible. I welcome
Pradhan’s resignation, which came
after attempts to beat down and
suppress protesting students
failed,” he said.

Calling it a victory for students
across the country, the chief min-

ister said Leader of the opposition
Rahul Gandhi and other opposition
parties had stood firmly with the
protesters throughout the agitation.

“Despite serious allegations
against  Pradhan, the Prime Minis-
ter and the BJP tried to shield him.
But in the end, he had to step down
in disgrace following the protests,”
Satheesan said.

Describing the development as
“a historic victory”, he said author-
itarian forces were forced to bow
before the spirit of the struggle.

He also accused the Centre of
“adopting undemocratic methods”

by trying to suppress the protests,
provoking demonstrators, drag-
ging the Leader of the Opposition
on the streets and assaulting oppo-
sition MPs.

“Examinations like NEET must
be conducted in a transparent and
error-free manner. The Centre
should never again gamble with
the future and lives of students,”
Satheesan added.

State Higher education minister
Roji M John said the resignation
was the result of relentless and
united struggles across the country.

In a Facebook post, he wrote

that “the edge of time and history’s
sword has not broken, the struggles
do not cease.”

“Following relentless and united
struggles across the entire nation,
Pradhan has resigned. Long live
democracy,” he said.

State labour minister Bindhu Kr-
ishna said the Centre had “bowed
before the anger of the youth.”

Congratulating the youth pro-
testers and the opposition leader-
ship, she said justice had finally
been delivered to the families of
the 20 youths who lost their lives
during the agitation.

She said the government should
provide compensation to the be-
reaved families and extend support
to them. Bindhu Krishna also
called for the withdrawal of all
cases registered against thousands
of youths who staged democratic
protests, expressing hope that the
government would take that step.

CPI(M) Rajya Sabha MP AA
Rahim also welcomed Pradhan’s res-
ignation, saying struggles never stop
and what appears impossible even-
tually becomes possible. (PTI)

LUCKNOW, July 25: As the
Centre and opposition sparred over
the alleged NEET paper leak case
amid the Cockroach Janata Party’s
(CJP) protest, Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) president Mayawati
on Saturday said the political spar-
ring should not overshadow the
need for comprehensive reforms in
the education system.

In a post on X, the former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister said the
protesters’ demands for the resig-
nation of Union education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan had become
the centre of political confronta-
tion, while the real issue of reform-
ing the examination system should
not be lost.

“Although the peaceful sit-in at
Jantar Mantar has received wide-
spread public sympathy, both the
opposition and the government are
engaged in intense politics over the
protesters’ adamant demand for the
resignation of the Union education
minister. The real issue of neces-
sary, comprehensive reforms in the
education system should not disap-
pear,” she said.

Mayawati also alleged that op-
position parties were competing to
capitalise on the issue “from the
streets to Parliament”, leading to

heightened tensions between the
government and the opposition.

“Such confrontation is turning
intense and could spread in one
form or another to the states. I ad-
vise my party workers to remain
alert and vigilant,” she said.

The BSP chief said the issue had
become completely politicised and
alleged that police action against
protesters at Jantar Mantar had fur-
ther aggravated the situation.

She also linked the controversy
to repeated disruptions in the on-
going Monsoon session of Parlia-
ment.

“Because of this atmosphere of
tension and confrontation, the cur-
rent Monsoon session has not
functioned properly even for a sin-

gle day so far, effectively halting
the government’s accountability on
many other important issues con-
cerning the country and public in-
terest,” she said.

Mayawati further said the gov-
ernment’s response appeared fo-
cused on punitive action after
paper leaks had taken place rather
than preventing such incidents.

“The measures being explored
by the government to deal with the
CJP movement reflect strict action
after paper leaks caused by corrup-
tion and incompetence. However,
appropriate steps to prevent such
heinous crimes from occurring in
the first place are not visible, lead-
ing to growing public dissatisfac-
tion,” she said. (PTI)

FATEHPUR (UP), July 25: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday hit out at
the Samajwadi Party (SP) and the
Congress, accusing them of ruin-
ing the future of students and
youths, while crediting the Naren-
dra Modi government for taking
stringent steps against examination
paper leaks and “copying mafia”.

Addressing a public meeting in
Fatehpur district, Adityanath said
the previous SP government had
neglected development, farmers
and the youth.

Referring to the Centre’s pro-
posed anti-paper leak legislation,
the chief minister welcomed Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s recent
decisions to curb examination mal-
practices.

“The Union Cabinet has ap-
proved a law under which those
who play with the future of stu-
dents by leaking question papers
will face a minimum of 10 years’
imprisonment and a fine of up to
Rs 10 crore. The Bill will now
come before Parliament. The copy-
ing mafia will be wiped out; no
one can save them,” Adityanath
said.

He alleged that “the copying
mafia is the legacy of the Congress
and the Samajwadi Party”, and that
they nurtured and protected these

elements, and “today they are
shedding crocodile tears.”

The chief minister said action
had already been initiated against
those involved in examination ir-
regularities.

“Those responsible for leaking
the NEET question paper have
been arrested. You also saw that 37
officials of the National Testing
Agency (NTA) have been dis-
missed from service. Their proper-
ties will be attached, and they will
be punished. These are steps taken
by Prime Minister Modi keeping in
mind the bright future of students,
on which the future of the country
depends,” he said.

Adityanath also praised the Cen-
tre’s initiatives for youth, including
Startup India, Stand-Up India and
the National Education Policy
(NEP), saying they had created
new opportunities for young peo-
ple.

“The National Education Policy
has enabled India’s youth to com-
pete globally. Today, when our
young people go abroad, they carry
themselves with pride and earn re-
spect. I welcome these decisions
on behalf of the youth and students
of Uttar Pradesh,” he said. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, July 25: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Saturday congratulated students and youth over edu-
cation minister Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation and
urged other groups to show courage and stand up, saying
it is time to remove the government.

He said two demands are still pending: action against
all people who committed “atrocities” against the stu-
dents protesting against paper leaks and an apology from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the students.

In a video message posted on X after Pradhan’s resig-
nation, the leader of the opposition in the Lok Sabha
said, “Daro mat (don’t be afraid). Let’s get rid of this
regime that is attacking India, destroying our Constitu-
tion, capturing all our institutions.”

Pradhan resigned from his post on Saturday following
student protests across the country for his ouster over the
NEET paper leak issue. Gandhi said his resignation is a
huge step towards rebuilding the education system.

“It’s a symbolic step because he was a symbol, but it
is still a big step,” he said. “I want to congratulate every
single student, every single youngster who came out on
the streets and fought for democracy, fought for the fu-
ture of this country and defended the Constitution. I am
proud of you. Well done.”

The Congress leader also said Pradhan’s resignation
is a signal to other communities - farmers, labourers,
poor people -- that is being oppressed by the govern-
ment. “There is wisdom and courage in standing up,”
Gandhi said. Gandhi reminded the government that two
of their demands were still pending. “The first and most
important one - anybody who has raised a finger on our
students, beaten them, shot at them, has to be held ac-
countable; and people who have organised it, people
who’ve implemented it - all have to be punished.” (PTI)

KOLKATA, July 25: Former West Bengal
chief minister and TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee on Saturday joined a protest at
Padmapukur here in support of students ag-
itating over the NEET paper leak issue
after the Calcutta High Court refused per-
mission for a proposed rally, with the
demonstration triggering a confrontation
between police and supporters of the
TMC’s Kalighat faction.

Police detained Beliaghata MLA Kunal
Ghosh and student leader Baishwanar
Chattopadhyay while attempting to dis-
perse the gathering, prompting Banerjee to
rush to the protest site before later proceed-
ing to Lalbazar police headquarters on a
scooter.

The protest was organised by the Ka-
lighat faction of the Trinamool Chhatra
Parishad (TMCP), along with the party’s
youth and IT wings, against the alleged
NEET paper leak.

The organisers had planned a march
from Padmapukur to Moulali via CIT
Road.

The Calcutta High Court, however, de-
clined permission for the rally after the or-
ganisers approached it following the
police’s decision to withdraw an earlier
permission.

The matter was heard by Justice Sougata
Bhattacharyya in a special sitting on Satur-
day. The court observed that in view of the
violence reported during Left student or-

ganisations’ NEET protest in Kolkata on
Friday, permission for another rally could
not be granted in the prevailing circum-
stances.

Despite the court’s order, supporters as-
sembled at Padmapukur from the after-
noon, leading to a face-off with police
when they tried to remove the gathering.
Scuffles broke out as police detained
Ghosh and Chattopadhyay.

Addressing protesters, Banerjee said her
party had honoured the court’s order by not
taking out a rally but questioned why po-
lice were preventing what she described as
a peaceful demonstration.

“We are not holding the rally because we
respect the HC order. But why are the po-
lice stopping a peaceful gathering? It was
only a two-hour programme. They are
afraid of us, and the people will give them
the answer,” she said. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, July 25: A bill to
amend a two-year-old anti-paper
leak law, which proposes to set up
fast-track courts in every state for
speedy trials of accused, is set for
introduction in the Lok Sabha on
Monday.

According to the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Bill, 2026, in-
vestigations into paper leak cases
are to be completed within two
months.

The bill circulated to the Lok
Sabha members ahead of its intro-
duction says that individuals in-
volved in paper leaks or unfair
means in exams will get jail terms
for a minimum of 5 years and a
maximum of 10 years, and a fine
of up to ` 50 lakh.

For organised crimes, the bill
proposes a minimum sentence of

seven years and a fine of up to ̀ 10
crore.

All the states and UTs will be di-
rected to set up fast-track courts,
which will conduct hearings
swiftly and complete the trial
within three months of filing of the
chargesheet, the bill says.

Amid the ongoing students’ agi-

tation at the Jantar Mantar and dif-
ferent parts of the country seeking
accountability in education, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
promised a law to deal with cases
like the NEET-UG paper leak.

He also said that cases of ac-
cused in such cases will be tried in
fast-track courts.

On Friday, the Union Cabinet
cleared the bill for its introduction
in Parliament.

The Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means) Act,
2024, which the bill proposes to
amend, was enacted to prevent re-
sorting to unfair means in public
examinations.

The bill notes that in recent
years, there have been some inci-
dents of question paper leaks and
malpractices in examinations con-
ducted by public examination au-
thorities, “which tend to affect the
transparency and fairness of the
public examinations system”.

The amendment bill seeks to em-
power all the state governments and
UT administrations to designate any
court of session to be a special fast-
track court to try offences under the
proposed law. (PTI)

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, July 25:
Leader of Opposition Pinarayi Vijayan on
Saturday accused Chief Minister V D
Satheesan and the UDF of doing “Sangh
Parivar seva” by agreeing to implement
the amended Waqf Act, allowing the ap-
pointment of non-Muslims to the Waqf
board.

Vijayan alleged that the UDF and
Satheesan “openly surrendered” to the
Sangh Parivar and toed its agenda.

The allegations were made by the
CPI(M) veteran at a press conference in
response to the CM’s recent remarks ac-
cusing Vijayan of attempting to turn the
Muslim community against the UDF gov-
ernment through “communal remarks”
over the Waqf board appointments issue.

“The leader of opposition made incor-
rect, communal remarks to spread com-
munalism and turn the Muslim
community against the government. Such
attempts by the opposition leader or the
CPI(M) to blame the government on the
issue will not succeed,” the CM had said
at a press conference here recently.

“It was his (Vijayan’s) government that

stated that non-Muslims would be ap-
pointed to the board. It is on record. We
said we would constitute the board taking
into consideration the averments made in
the petitions before the High Court, but
the pleas should be dismissed,” he added.

Speaking to reporters here on Saturday,
Vijayan said the UDF government and the
chief minister had turned Kerala into the
“first state to accept the amended Waqf
Act which mandates inclusion of non-
Muslims on the Board.”

The former chief minister said: “This is
clear Sangh Parivar seva, and it has been

seen by everyone. So, he (the CM) started
making baseless statements against me.
The LDF government had always upheld
the religious freedom guaranteed under
the Constitution. I had taken that stand
when I was CM and continue to do so. I
have not changed that.”

He said the Kerala Assembly had
passed a resolution during the LDF rule
opposing the Waqf Act amendments.
However, he alleged that the current UDF
government and the CM had “surrendered
before the Sangh Parivar agenda” by
moving ahead with it. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, July 25: The Aam Aadmi Party on Sat-
urday warned the central government against “sup-
pressing” voices of students and young protesters,
saying “if you stop the movement, it will grow across
the country”.

Senior AAP leader Gopal Rai demanded that police
should immediately release all student leaders arrested
in Patna and Gujarat protesting on NEET exams. There
was no immediate response from BJP on the matter. The
remarks come amid raging protests in the capital led by
the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP), demanding reforms in
the examination system and the resignation of Dharmen-
dra Pradhan over the NEET paper leak, among others.

“The central government is trying to suppress the
movement by using police and arresting the youth lead-
ers protesting. While on one hand, the BJP government
says they want to resolve this by talking but in reality
protestors are being arrested in Gujarat,” Rai said ad-
dressing a press conference.

“If you do this and stop the movement, it will grow
across the country. These actions show that BJP govern-
ment is trying to stop this movement by suppressing their
voices,” he said. Rai said the government will soon have
to take a decision on how they want to proceed, otherwise
it will spread across Gujarat and other states.

The NEET paper leak has snowballed into a major
political challenge for the ruling party with protests
erupting in many parts of the country, especially the
CJP-led protests at Jantar Mantar. (PTI)

KOCHI, July 25: CPI(M) general secretary MA Baby on Saturday
described the resignation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan as a landmark victory for the student-led agitation over the
alleged NEET examination irregularities, asserting that it marked “the
beginning of the end” of the BJP government at the Centre.

Addressing reporters here, Baby said the success of the agitation
was the BJP government’s second major political setback after it was
forced to repeal the three contentious farm laws following the year-
long farmers’ protest.

“Some television channels described this as the first time the
Narendra Modi government had been forced to bow before a public
agitation. We should not forget the historic farmers’ movement under
the Samyukta Kisan Morcha, which compelled the government to
withdraw the three anti-farmer laws after more than a year of strug-
gle,” he said. Calling the latest development an equally significant
victory, Baby said the Union minister directly responsible for the ed-
ucation sector had ultimately been forced to resign despite attempts
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to shield him.

“The beginning of the end of BJP rule has been marked through
the victory of this student protest,” he said, expressing hope that the
remaining demands of the agitation would also be achieved through
continued public campaigns.

Baby said the agitation at Jantar Mantar, which began on June 20
and continued for 35 days, witnessed an unprecedented mobilisation
of students and youth from across the country.

“This is the victory of one phase of the struggle led by students
and youth. It is also the victory of opposition political parties and a
large section of public figures who normally do not intervene in po-
litical issues,” he said. (PTI)

KOLKATA, July 25: West Ben-
gal received ` 70,000 crore from
the Centre since the BJP came to
power in May, saving the state
from going bankrupt, said finance
minister Swapan Dasgupta in the
Assembly on Saturday.

Highlighting that the previous
government had left the state
groaning under a debt of more than
` 8 lakh crore, he said that without
the Central funding, many welfare
schemes in West Bengal would
have shut down.

Addressing the House during a
discussion on the Appropriation
Bill presented in the Assembly,
Dasgupta said ` 70,000 crore has
been received by the current gov-
ernment from the Centre, without
which West Bengal would have
gone “bankrupt”.

The Bill, authorising expenditure
by the state government from its
consolidated fund, was passed in
the assembly on Saturday.

During discussion on the bill, he

said the BJP government in the
state will have to make several ad-
ditional provisions, including one
about an arbitration award in
favour of Tata Motors over a dis-
pute concerning land allotted for
setting up a car manufacturing
unit.

The award is under challenge by
the West Bengal Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation (WBIDC) be-
fore the Calcutta High Court.

Tata Motors left Singur to set up
the Nano car plant in Gujarat’s
Sanand in October 2008, following

a prolonged anti-land acquisition
agitation led by the then opposition
leader Mamata Banerjee.

The finance minister said the
previous government had broken
budgetary discipline over the
years.

“This is the Appropriation Bill,
not a misappropriation bill, which
had become the trend in the state
previously,” Dasgupta said in re-
sponse to a query by TMC MLA
Sabina Yasmin about ensuring
funds are not misused.

Pointing to former minister and
veteran TMC legislator Sobhan-
deb Chattopadhyay’s assertion
that West Bengal under the Ma-
mata Banerjee government had
secured top-tier rankings in vari-
ous parameters, including invest-
ment in heavy industries and
panchayati raj and law and
order, Dasgupta said these are
decided by the Central govern-
ment based on data and pro-
vided by the state. (PTI)

Leaders react to Union Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan’s resignation, hail youth protest

‘Big salute to the Indian youth whose determination and courage made this possible’

Focus should be on reforming education system,
not Pradhan’s resignation: BSP chief Mayawati

Cong, SP ruined students’ future: Adityanath 
at Fatehpur amid NEET paper leak row

Time has come to remove this
govt, ‘daro mat’: Rahul Gandhi

after Pradhan’s resignation

Mamata joins NEET paper leak 
protest in Kolkata after HC bars rally

Vijayan accuses CM Satheesan, UDF of ‘Sangh 
Parivar seva’ over Waqf board appointments

If you stop the movement, it
will grow across country: AAP

Investigation into paper leak cases to
be completed within two months: Bill
For organised crimes, the bill proposes a minimum sentence of seven years

Got ` 70,000 cr from Centre since BJP formed 
govt, else bankruptcy certain: WB Fin Min

Student protest victory marks beginning
of BJP government’s end: CPI(M)
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WASHINGTON, July 25: President
Donald Trump ordered his administra-
tion Friday to install signs in front of the
Smithsonian Institution’s US history
museum telling visitors that some of the
exhibits are inaccurate, his latest move
to reshape how the story of the United
States is told.

Trump’s move follows a report re-
leased July 4 by his Domestic Policy
Council saying leaders of the Smithson-
ian and its National Museum of Ameri-
can History don’t tell history “in a way
that is inspiring, unifying, and worthy of
our great republic.”

The president lacks authority to
quickly fire the Smithsonian leadership
or to order changes to exhibits, so his
executive order targets the sidewalks out
front, which are maintained by the Na-
tional Park Service. His executive order
calls for signs telling visitors about the
White House report and directing them
to resources for what he calls “accurate
information regarding America’s his-
tory.” It also calls for a temporary ex-
hibit that corrects information he deems

inaccurate.
Smithsonian officials did not imme-

diately respond to a request for com-
ment. Anthea M Hartig, director of the
American history museum, pushed back
on the White House report during con-
gressional hearings this week.

“As we continue to fact check the re-
port, we unwaveringly attest that it does
not fairly or accurately characterise the
full body of work at the museum,” she

told lawmakers. “There is always room
for improvement. But I also know the
beauty and the inspiration and the ex-
pertise that lies in our collections, our
exhibits, and our programming.”

The Smithsonian operates outside the
executive branch and museum directors
report to Secretary Lonnie Bunch, who
is subject to oversight from a Board of
Regents.

Trump’s escalating effort to force

changes at the Smithsonian marks the
Republican president’s latest move to
transform cultural pillars of society,
such as universities and art, that he con-
siders out of step with conservative sen-
sibilities. Trump had himself installed as
chairman of the John F Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts with the aim of
overhauling programming, and his
handpicked board voted to add his name
to the building, only to have a federal
judge later order the signs to be re-
moved.

Trump has also imposed changes on
historical sites beyond Washington, in-
cluding in Philadelphia, where the ad-
ministration won a court ruling last
week allowing it to reinstall interpretive
panels that critics say whitewash the his-
tory of slavery at the site of President
George Washington’s home. Advocates,
academics and officials have been con-
cerned for months that the version that
complies with Trump’s order could give
a history that plays down the pain in the
nation’s past in favour of a more tri-
umphant view. (AP)

KYIV, July 25: Ukrainian forces at-
tacked tourist resorts in the partly Russ-
ian-occupied Zaporizhzhia region,
killing eight people, Moscow-installed
officials said on Saturday, while au-
thorities in Ukraine’s northeastern
Sumy region said a Russian drone
strike killed three people.

Two children were among the eight
people killed in the attack on the re-
sorts, Yevgeny Balitsky, the Kremlin-
installed regional head, said Saturday,
adding that 14 people were wounded.

Ukraine did not immediately com-
ment on the attack.

Sumy regional head Oleh Hryhorov
said on Saturday three people were
killed when a large fire broke out after
a Russian drone struck a “civilian fa-
cility,” adding that the victims were
drivers for private Ukrainian postal and
courier service Nova Poshta. 

Russia’s defence ministry said it at-
tacked a “storage and launch site” for

Ukrainian drones in the Sumy region.
In Zaporizhzhia, in southeastern

Ukraine, a Russian drone attack late
Friday hit a shopping centre, causing a
fire that spread over a 500-square-
meter area and injuring several people,
regional head Ivan Fedorov said.

A major Russian attack on Friday on
a site hosting a defence industry event
near Kyiv killed at least 10 people and

wounded nearly 100 others.
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Ze-

lenskyy warned in his evening address
on Friday that intelligence assessments
indicated that Russia was preparing
missiles for a large attack, saying there
were indications that this could happen
in the next 48 hours.

On Saturday, Romania’s defence
ministry said its forces “safely shot

down” a drone that breached its air-
space in an “unpopulated area” near the
Ukrainian border. The drone was “shot
down by a Romanian pilot from an F-
16 aircraft,” President Nicuor Dan said
in a post on Facebook.

Saturday’s interception came after a
drone was shot down around Padina,
northeast of the Romanian capital,
Bucharest, on Friday.

A series of drone incursions by Rus-
sia and Ukraine have hit Romania and
other NATO members since Moscow
launched its full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022.

In June, a Ukrainian maritime drone
exploded at the Black Sea port of Con-
stanta, while three other sea drones ex-
ploded outside the port. No one was
hurt. A Russian drone that was part of
an attack on Ukraine in May went
astray and struck an apartment building
in eastern Romania, injuring two peo-
ple. (AP)

HONG KONG, July 25: Typhoon Noul is
bringing winds and heavy rain to southern
China and Hong Kong over the weekend,
with the region on high alert and dozens of
flights cancelled.

Hong Kong’s Observatory said Noul,
which had intensified with maximum sus-
tained winds of 140 kph near its centre, was
moving on Saturday steadily across the
northeastern part of the South China Sea and
edging closer to the coast of eastern Guang-
dong.

The city’s observatory forecasts Noul
could make landfall Sunday morning around
the vicinity of the southern Chinese cities of

Huizhou and Shanwei, bringing strong winds
and squally showers to parts of the region.
China’s weather centre, meanwhile, expects
Noul to make landfall between late Saturday
and early Sunday.

Hong Kong airport’s website showed more
than 150 flights had been cancelled for Sat-
urday and Sunday.

As Noul approaches Hong Kong, parts of
a large scaffolding on a high-rise building
collapsed on Saturday afternoon, local police
said, adding that initial reports indicated there
were no injuries.

China’s National Meteorological Centre
expects parts of southeastern Guangdong and
the southern coast of Fujian will experience
heavy rain over the weekend.

More than 20,000 people had been evacu-
ated by late Friday in the southern Guang-
dong province, according to local media.
Train services in the province have been can-
celled for Sunday, according to the China
News Service.

Taiwan’s Central Weather Administration
said Noul was bringing rainfall to parts of
southern and eastern Taiwan. It was passing
over waters south of Taiwan, and was moving
away from the island Saturday. (AP)

BUCHAREST (ROMANIA),
July 25: President Droupadi
Murmu on Saturday successfully
concluded her three-nation Euro-
pean tour, during which discus-
sions were held to further
strengthen bilateral partnership in
key sectors including trade and
tourism among others.

Murmu started her tour with a
state visit to Moldova on July 20,
the first by any Indian head of
state, during which she held dis-
cussions with her Moldovan coun-
terpart Maia Sandu covering the
entire spectrum of bilateral ties.

The two countries also agreed to
strengthen cooperation in various
areas of mutual interest, including
agriculture, logistics and infra-
structure, healthcare and pharma-
ceuticals, renewable energy and
innovation.

After Moldova, Murmu visited
North Macedonia from July 21 to
22. She is the first Indian president
to visit this landlocked country in
Southeast Europe.

During this visit, both countries
agreed to double bilateral trade and
discussed cooperation in key sec-

tors including tourism, hospitality
and filmmaking.

The discussion came up during a
meeting between President Murmu
and her counterpart Gordana Si-
janovska-Davkova, which was fol-
lowed by delegation-level talks. She
also addressed the Assembly of
North Macedonia as well as the in-
augural session of the India-North
Macedonia Business Forum.

Murmu then arrived in Romania
on July 23 — the first visit by an
Indian head of state to the country
in over three decades.

During her visit, India and Ro-
mania agreed to double trade over
the next three years and strengthen
cooperation in defence, among

other key areas of bilateral partner-
ship.

She held discussions covering
bilateral ties with her Romanian
counterpart Nicusor Dan.

Murmu addressed the India-Ro-
mania Business Forum on Friday
in the country’s capital Bucharest
and separately held wide-ranging
discussions on bilateral relations
with Prime Minister Ilie Bolojan.

The president also interacted
with members of the India-Roma-
nia Parliamentary Friendship
Group.

There are over 13,500 Indians in
Romania, including approximately
10,000 workers.

Murmu was also conferred an
honorary doctorate by the
Bucharest University of Economic
Studies here.

The “Doctor Honoris Causa” is
the university’s highest academic
distinction, awarded to eminent
personalities for exceptional con-
tributions to academia, public serv-
ice and international cooperation.

Murmu on Saturday met Indian
community members before leav-
ing for the airport. (PTI)

PALU (INDONESIA), July 25:
Indonesian rescuers found alive 11
European tourists and a local crew
member who went missing after
their speedboat apparently broke
apart and sank in rough weather off
a bay on Sulawesi island, officials
said Saturday. Search teams con-
tinued looking for the vessel’s cap-
tain.

The vessel departed a dive resort
in Tojo Unauna regency of Central
Sulawesi province on Friday
morning bound for Marisa Port in
the neighbouring Gorontalo
province but failed to arrive as
scheduled, said Heriyanto, Head of
the Gorontalo Province Search and
Rescue Office.

A local tour guide reported the
missing boat to the search and res-
cue office at 3:40 pm (local time)
on Friday, prompting an immediate
search operation, said Heriyanto,
who, like many Indonesians, uses
a single name.

“Concerns arose when their
speedboat had not arrived by after-
noon,” Heriyanto said. “We imme-
diately launched a search mission
overnight.”

Five Dutch nationals, three Ger-
mans, a Czech man, a Belgian

man, a French woman and two In-
donesian crew members were on
board, according to Indonesian au-
thorities.

There was no immediate com-
ment from the national embassies
of the tourists.

Heriyanto said dozens of search
and rescue teams were deployed in
a search operation covering ap-
proximately 300 square nautical
miles of waters along and around
Tomini Bay, a renowned marine
tourism destination, with dozens of
islands dotting its vast waters,
based on the tour boat’s route pro-
jections. A thermal-imaging drone
and diving equipment were also
being used in the search, he said.

Indonesia’s meteorological
agency forecast generally clear
skies in the area, but rescuers on
Saturday have faced challenging
sea conditions, including strong
winds and waves reaching up to
2.5 metres (8 feet) high.

As of Saturday afternoon, rescue
teams on two speedboats searching
waters where the vessel was be-
lieved to have disappeared eventu-
ally located all 11 foreign tourists
and one crew member alive. How-
ever, the boat’s 29-year-old captain

LEGE-CAP FERRER (FRANCE)
July 25: France was preparing to use a
massive specially adapted cargo air-
craft to dump flame retardants Satur-
day on a wildfire that has forced the
evacuation of tens of thousands of
people, including from some suburbs
of the wine region city of Bordeaux.
Interior Minister Laurent Nunez
said the hulking A400M aircraft
will join what is expected to be a
“long and very difficult” battle
against the blaze raging in the
Gironde region of western France.

That blaze and another wildfire
in the Landes region have together
forced 197,000 people to evacuate,
he said. With winds expected to
shift in a westerly direction on Sat-
urday afternoon, potentially driving
the fire closer to Bordeaux, fire
crews and authorities were digging
trenches, using retardants and tak-
ing other steps to block it, Nunez
said. He said the fire was about 30
kilometres west of the city.

The government mobilized sol-
diers to join the battle against the
flames and rushed in 1.5 million face
masks to protect against choking
smoke. The prefect of the Gironde re-
gion that includes Bordeaux ordered
the evacuation of parts of three of the

city’s western suburbs. Other towns
and villages further west of the city
were also ordered to evacuate. Prime
Minister Sebastien Lecornu de-
scribed the fires as unprecedented
and said the Gironde blaze had be-
come so strong that it was generating
its own winds.

“Our priority is clear: protecting
human lives,” he posted on X,
adding that evacuation orders
“must be respected without delay.”

He said firefighting teams were
being reinforced Saturday with the
addition of hundreds of soldiers
and that breathing masks to filter
out smoke particles were being
rushed to the Gironde region for
those exposed to the clouds of po-
tentially noxious fumes.

All told, massive forest fires
have forced the evacuation of more
that 260,000 people in southwest-
ern France and central Spain.

The virulence of the wildfires,
fuelled by high temperatures and
the long-term effects of climate
change, caught fire crews and au-
thorities off guard in both coun-
tries. Firefighters in Spain said
the blazes spread so fast and vio-
lently that they could not be tack-
led head on. (AP)

DAMASCUS, July 25: UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres ap-
pealed to the international
community Saturday to support the
people in Syria at the start of his first
visit to the Arab country as UN chief,
nearly two years after the fall of
Bashar Assad. 

Guterres’ visit is the first by a UN
secretary-general to the Syrian capi-
tal since 2009.

Shortly after his arrival, Guterres
held talks with Syria’s interim presi-
dent, Ahmad al-Sharaa, before taking
a tour of the old quarter of Damascus
and the famous Umayyad Mosque.

Guterres’ visit to Syria comes as
the country is trying to recover from
the deadly conflict that broke out in
March 2011 leaving nearly half a
million people dead and causing
widespread destruction that would
cost tens of billions of dollars to re-
build. 

“I have just arrived in Damascus
for a visit of solidarity,” Guterres
posted on X at the start of his three-
day visit. He added that the United
Nations stands with Syria at this
“pivotal moment.”

“I appeal to the international com-

munity to spare no effort to support
the people of Syria as well,” the UN
chief wrote.

Since the five-decade Assad fam-
ily rule came to an end in December
2024, when fighters led by gunmen
loyal to al-Sharaa stormed Damas-
cus, the nation has been struggling to
recover from years of conflict and
the effects of crippling Western sanc-
tions. While the United States and
Europe have lifted many of the sanc-
tions imposed during the rule of the
Assad dynasty, the impact on the
ground has so far been limited.

Cuts to international aid have
worsened living conditions for many.

The United Nations estimates that 90
per cent of Syria’s population lives in
poverty.

The World Bank released an as-
sessment last year that said rebuild-
ing Syria after over a decade of civil
war is expected to cost about USD
216 billion.

During his stay in Syria, Guterres
is scheduled to visit the UN force de-
ployed along the border with Israel.

After taking power, al-Sharaa said
that he had no desire for a conflict
with Israel. But Israel was suspicious
of the new Islamist-led leadership
and quickly moved to take control of
the buffer zone. (AP)

BUNIA (CONGO), July 25: Health work-
ers at an Ebola treatment centre in eastern
Congo went on strike Saturday over pay-
ment issues, disrupting care for patients in
the epicenter of the country’s rapidly grow-
ing outbreak.

The number of confirmed cases of Ebola
in Congo has reached 2,973, including
1,309 deaths, according to government data
released Friday in what authorities say is
the fastest-growing outbreak on record.

Activities at the Elikya Ebola Treatment
Center in Bunia, Ituri province, were
largely paralysed after doctors, nurses and
security staff stopped work.

About a hundred health workers
protested outside the treatment centre on
Saturday. They said the unpaid bonuses
were undermining morale and disrupting
patient care, and called on Congolese au-
thorities to settle the arrears so they could
resume their work.

In a statement issued Friday, staff said
they had unanimously voted to strike from
Saturday until “concrete solutions” were
found to resolve “two months of unpaid
performance bonuses”.

Last week, health workers at Bunia Gen-
eral Hospital, the region’s largest medical
centre, went on strike over unpaid salaries.

Some had told The Associated Press they
have not received any payment since they
started work at the onset of the outbreak.

The World Health Organisation says
more than 100 healthcare workers have
been infected since the beginning of the
outbreak.

The Central African nation has been bat-
tling the Ebola outbreak caused by the rare
Bundibugyo virus since May 15. A total of
766 patients remain in isolation or in hos-
pitals, while 540 have recovered so far, ac-
cording to data from Congo’s Ministry of
Health.

The eastern province of Ituri accounts for
nearly 90% of confirmed cases.

The outbreak continues to spread faster
than health officials can track despite an ex-
panding response.

A key challenge is that health authorities
have yet to identify the outbreak’s patient
zero, while displacement from armed con-
flict and mining-related movements have
made it difficult to trace thousands who
have come in contact with infected individ-
uals.

The response is being hampered by a
funding gap, attacks on health centres, an
ongoing conflict in eastern Congo and mis-
trust among local communities. (AP)

WASHINGTON, July 25: Pres-
ident Donald Trump returned to
the rescheduled White House
Correspondents’ Association din-
ner Friday night, delivering a
rambling, hour-long speech that
praised some journalists, took
potshots at others, made jokes
about public figures’ weight and
intellect, and quipped about a
third presidential term.

He assured the crowd of jour-
nalists, though, that he’d
scrapped the most biting parts of
his remarks.

“That was going to be a
doozy,” Trump said about the
speech he’d been prepared to
give in April, before a gunman
upended the original dinner and
forced its postponement.

“As I said three months ago,
the show must go on,” the presi-
dent said to begin his remarks,
hailing the decision to reschedule
the dinner. He referred to “the at-
tempted mass murder” that could
have happened that night in
April, but then moved largely to
humour — and insults.

Trump’s return to the corre-

spondents’ dinner — and his
promise to come back next year
as well — represented a notable
moment in his relationship with
the news media, which he has at-
tacked, sued and taken adminis-
trative action against since he
began his second term early last
year.

Among the audience members
were reporters he had denounced
and barred from events.

Trump’s sometimes off-colour
speech, which lasted just over an
hour, was full of vague potshots
directed at individuals he doesn’t

like — from Jane Fonda to Bruce
Springsteen to “Barack Hussein
Obama.” The audience, reacting
at first with some friendly
laughs, slowly quieted to scat-
tered titters as the insults piled
up.

Among other targets of
Trump’s humour: Late-night
hosts Jimmy Fallon and Jimmy
Kimmel; Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-
Minn.; California Gov. Gavin
Newsom; former New Jersey
Gov. Chris Christie; and Trump’s
own speechwriters, whose jokes
he sometimes criticised even as

he delivered them. Some of the
comments flirted with racism.

The president also spent some
time expressing pride in the ball-
room at the Waldorf Astoria
hotel, formerly the Trump Inter-
national Hotel. “It’s great to be
back at a place that I know very
well, because I built it,” Trump
said.

He also made reference to the
journalism awards that had been
handed out earlier in the evening,
most of them for stories chal-
lenging him and his administra-
tion. “Do I have a say in those
awards?” he asked with a gri-
mace.

He made a brief mention of the
Iran war and several remarks
about the ballroom he is building
at the White House. He also used
the occasion to joke about the
possibility he would serve a third
term — something barred by the
US Constitution’s 22nd Amend-
ment.

“Just like my presidency, the
second time is always better,” the
president quipped. “And the third
time will be better yet.” (AP)

Russian, Ukrainian officials report
11 dead in latest attacks

A series of drone incursions by Russia and Ukraine have hit Romania

Southern China on alert for Typhoon 
Noul as Hong Kong cancels flights

11 European tourists and 1 local rescued 
after speedboat sinks in Indonesia

President Murmu winds up three-nation 
European tour; departs for Delhi

France deploys massive cargo aircraft 
to dump flame retardant on wildfire

Trump returns to correspondents’ dinner for rambling, 
insult-filled speech 3 months after shooting

UN chief urges international community to 
back Syrians during visit to Damascus

Trump orders new signs outside Smithsonian 
saying some exhibits are inaccurate

‘There is always room for improvement’ More health workers strike as Ebola cases in 
Congo near 3,000, including over 1,300 deaths
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NEW DELHI, July 25: Fully aware of the
legacy he is chasing, Indian men’s hockey
team chief coach Craig Fulton is determined
to break the 51-year-old medal jinx at the
World Cup, and said the Harmanpreet Singh-
led is eyeing to “write its own piece of his-
tory” in the upcoming showpiece.

Fulton, who guided India to their second
consecutive bronze medal at the Paris

Olympics, very well knows that consis-
tency will be key if India are to win a
drought ending medal at the upcoming
World Cup in The Netherlands and Bel-
gium from August 15 to 30.

Eight-time Olympic gold medallist,
India boast of only three World Cup
medals, the last of which -- a gold --
came way back in the 1975 edition in
Kuala Lumpur under Ajit Pal Singh’s
captaincy.

“1975 was the last time India won it and
what’s important is to get consistency in
the tournament and bring that consistency
into the Asian Games and we win the
Asian Games as a priority as well,” the 51-
year-old South African told PTI.

“We are excited about the opportunity.
Tournament hockey is about playing your
best hockey when it counts, you got to

peak at the right time and have really
strong squad through all the lines. We have
shown in Paris that we can put in an expe-
rienced squad with some youth. We have
a good chance and we can beat any team
on our day.

“I am fully aware about the legacy of In-
dian hockey and also the fact it hasn’t gone
really well in the World Cup, we would love
to change that, we would love to write our
own piece of history in Indian hockey.”

Placed in Pool D along side Wales, Eng-
land and arch-rivals Pakistan, Fulton em-
phasised on the need to start well in the
tournament.

“We have tough group and we need to
do good job against Wales in game 1 and
really focus on building momentum and
try to get to the end of the tournament
where you play your best hockey.”

Currently ranked eight in the world, Ful-
ton has already set his realistic goals from
the World Cup and the Asian Games that
follows within three weeks’ time.
The Asian Games holds greater signifi-
cance for India as it is a qualifying event
for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics.

“The ideal goal is we want to win every
tournament we play. So in Asia we won
every tournament we played, that’s ideal.
Realistic is down to ranking. So now we
are ranked 7th or 8th in the world now, so
we have a 5 per cent chance of winning the
World Cup through ranking but that does
that stop us winning it, ‘No’.

“But that’s what people will perceive as
you are ranked 8th in the world. For me
ranking is important after the tournament
not before.

“Even though we are no.1 in Asia realisti-

cally doesn’t guarantee we are winning if we
don’t do our basics right, be 100 per cent in
everything, everything needs to fire.”

Fulton selected a mixed squad for the
World Cup, clubbing experienced players
with youngsters like defender Yashdeep
Siwach and striker Aditya Arjun Lagale,
and he explained the rationale behind his
decision.

“We have nice connection in the last 18
months. Yashdeep started with the Pro
League, previously done very well, is a
good, solid defender and we need cover in
that area.

“Aditya is a long-term prospect. He has
played really well, he is an exciting player
and we need to give him an important tour-
nament. We need people to cover more
than one position, Yashdeep can also play
in the midfield. (PTI)

We want to write own piece of history in WC, says Indian men’s hockey coach Fulton

AITA, Administrator headed for showdown over constitution at today’s EGM
NEW DELHI, July 25: The All India
Tennis Association’s (AITA) Extraordi-
nary General Meeting (EGM) on Sunday
is likely to witness a confrontation be-
tween the federation and court-appointed
Administrator Justice (Retd.) Gita Mittal,
with the two sides deeply divided over the
constitutional amendments that will deter-
mine the body’s future governance.

The document prepared by the AITA
Executive Committee, accessed by PTI,
shows that while numerous technical
changes suggested by Justice Mittal have
been accepted, several major governance
proposals have been rejected in favour of
the federation’s own draft.

The EC repeatedly argues that many of
the Administrator’s recommendations ei-
ther go beyond the National Sports Gov-
ernance Act or are not required for
statutory compliance.

While both seek to align AITA’s consti-
tution with the National Sports Gover-
nance Act, 2025, they differ sharply on
several key governance issues, including
voting rights, the composition of the Gen-
eral Body and Executive Committee, ath-
lete representation, tenure norms and
powers of various committees.

The battle lines have effectively been
drawn even before Sunday’s meeting,
where Gita Mittal won’t be present but the
observers appointed by her will watch the
proceedings.

It has been learnt that both parties have
agreed on the procedural part of the EGM
after a meeting on Saturday. It has also
been learnt that the petitioners had moved
court seeking elections in AITA state bod-
ies first but the court allowed the existing
bodies to vote during election.

It may be mentioned that the court has
allowed AITA to vote clause by clause on
the amendments proposed by the Admin-
istrator.

Justice Mittal’s draft proposes a gover-
nance model aimed at reducing the domi-
nance of state associations by limiting
each state Affiliate to a single vote in the
General Body, increasing athlete represen-
tation and introducing several structural
safeguards. In contrast, the AITA is not
favouring many such proposals, arguing
they go beyond the mandate of the Sports
Governance Act and dilute the role of the
state associations.

State votes at the heart of dispute
Perhaps the most contentious issue is

voting rights.
The Administrator has proposed reduc-

ing every state aAffiliate’s voting strength
from two votes to one while expanding
representation for Sportspersons of Out-
standing Merit (SOMs). According to
sources, AITA will oppose the move, ar-
guing that state bodies represent millions
of stakeholders and should continue to
enjoy two votes each.

The AITA is also not in favour of giving
voting rights to associate Affiliates and op-
poses making National Sports Board reg-
istration a pre-condition for voting,
pointing out that the Board itself has not
yet been constituted.

Executive Committee composition
another flashpoint

The two drafts also differ significantly
on the structure of the Executive Commit-
tee. Justice Mittal has proposed five seats
for Sportspersons of Outstanding Merit, a
cap on representation from any one state
and additional representation for “state as-
sociations of distinction.”

AITA is in favour of retaining only two
SOM seats while arguing that additional
reserved seats and state caps have no basis
in the Act and could undermine demo-
cratic representation.

Women representation, tenure and age

The Administrator has sought higher
reservation for women in the Executive
Committee and proposed stricter tenure
and age restrictions for office-bearers.

The AITA wants to stick to what it calls
the statutory minimum under the Sports
Governance Act, retaining four reserved
posts for women and keeping the upper
age limit at 75 years, citing international
practice within the International Tennis
Federation.

It may be mentioned that NSG Act does
not allow candidates beyond the age of 70.

Committees and governance
The federation has also opposed several

proposals concerning the Ethics Commit-
tee, Dispute Resolution Committee and
Athletes’ Committee.

AITA prefers retaining its own struc-
tures for the Ethics and Dispute Resolution
Committees, arguing they are more con-

sistent with the law and better suited to
AITA’s functioning.

Sunday’s meeting assumes signifi-
cance

The EGM assumes added significance
because the constitutional amendments
have to be considered clause-by-clause
following directions of the Delhi High
Court, which had appointed Justice Mittal
as Administrator while allowing the
elected Executive Committee to continue
handling day-to-day affairs.

How the General Body votes on the
competing proposals could determine not
only AITA’s future governance structure
but also the roadmap for conducting elec-
tions under the new legal framework.

Former President Anil Khanna’s
presence at EGM

Anil Khanna, who was at AITA helm
and called the shots for a considerably
long period, will be present as a nominee
of the Bihar association. He was vice pres-
ident of the association till 2023.

Interestingly, Khanna had nothing to do
with Bihar, and has been a president of the
Delhi Lawn Tennis Association (DLTA) in
his career. Bihar Tennis Association pres-
ident Akhuri Bishwadeep said Khanna
was an “advisor” to them and there was
nothing wrong in nominating him.

“Mr Khanna has always guided us. Major
governance changes are to be discussed in
EGM. All states will have to adopt changes,

so we wanted somebody to understand and
guide us for future action. I will also be
there,” Bishwadeep, who has held the post
of AITA CEO in the past, told PTI.

In the run up to the EGM, the AITA
Trust and its functioning has also come
under the scanner.

“This is irrelevant matter. The court has
asked the Administrator to amend the con-
stitution and conduct elections. Anything
beyond that is irrelevant to the day,” said
an AITA official.

Background
The constitutional exercise stems from

the litigation surrounding AITA’s 2024
elections, which were challenged before
the Delhi High Court by former Davis Cup
captain Somdev Devvarman and former
doubles player Purav Raja.

While declining to dissolve the elected
Executive Committee, the court appointed
Justice Gita Mittal as Administrator to
oversee the process of bringing the feder-
ation’s constitution in line with the Na-
tional Sports Governance Act before fresh
elections are held.

Over the past several months, Justice
Mittal held consultations with stakehold-
ers, including players and administrators,
before circulating a draft constitution.

The Executive Committee subsequently
prepared its own draft, leading to two
competing versions that will now be
placed before the General Body. (PTI)

DUNDONALD LINKS (SCOT-
LAND), July 25: Diksha Dagar
compiled one-over 73 in the sec-
ond round and was the only Indian

to make the cut at the Women’s
Scottish Open.

With rounds 74-73 she is 3-over
and tied 35th with two more

rounds to go.
Pranavi Urs (84-71) with a 13-

shot difference between her rounds
was 11-over and missed the cut as
did Avani Prashanth (80-77).

The cut fell at +6 with 65 players
making it through to the weekend
in Scotland.

Diksha had three birdies on the
second, seventh and the 14th but
also dropped shots on the third,
sixth, 13th and the 15th.

Currently inside Top-10 of the
LET Order of Merit, Diksha needs
a strong result to make it to the
AIG Women’s Open, a Major for
women next week.

Korea’s Jenny Shin picked up
where she left off a day earlier and
put on an excellent performance to
hold a five-stroke lead at the mid-
way mark.

Shin, who has one LPGA Tour
title to her name, opened with a 66
(-6) in Scotland and followed it up
with a 67 (-5) on day two at Dun-

donald Links.
Germany’s Esther Henseleit is in

solo second place on six-under-par
after a bogey-free round of 68 (-4),
which included an eagle and two
birdies, on day two in Scotland.

Korea’s A Lim Kim is in out-
right third place on -5 after an even
par round which included two
birdies and two bogeys.

Four players are in a share of
fourth place with Thai duo Pajaree
Anannarukarn and Patty
Tavatanakit alongside Japan’s
Erika Hara and 2024 champion
Lauren Coughlin.

LET winner Anannarukarn had
four birdies and one bogey on her
scorecard during her round of 69 (-
3).

Korea’s Ina Yoon moved up to
eighth place on three-under after
a round of 68 (-4) with Ecuador’s
Daniela Darquea and Korea’s Mi
Hyang Lee in T9 on one-under-
par. (PTI)

Diksha lone Indian to make the cut at Women’s Scottish Open

Inspired by Rory, Mannat Brar works on 
technique, strength after maiden pro triumph

NEW DELHI, July 25: Rory
McIlroy’s perseverance in com-
pleting a career Grand Slam has
left a lasting impression on India’s
teenage golfer Mannat Brar, who is
focused on refining her game and
building physical strength as she
aims to compete with the world’s
best.

The 19-year-old from Chandi-
garh, who clinched her maiden
professional title at the Hero
Women’s Pro Golf Tour event in
Bengaluru last month after over-
turning a seven-shot deficit in the
final round, says she often looks to
the Northern Irishman for inspira-
tion.

“I always idolized Rory McIlroy
a lot. And even now, just, I think
yesterday or day before, I was just
seeing a random interview of his,
which was before he won the Mas-
ters ...

“...it was some interviewer ask-
ing him that, you must have
wanted to win the Masters at this
point. And he said, ‘I’ve not won,
but it’s not from a lack of trying. I
think these words, it’s really stuck
with me because as golfers, we all
want to win,” Brar told PTI during
an interview.

“Sometimes we try too hard, but
we never try too less. And that’s
something I see in myself also, that
results really don’t matter, but to
keep knocking on doors, to keep
working hard towards that one
goal, it’s something I really admire
in Rory.  Brar’s victory in Ben-
galuru only strengthened the belief

she had carried for years.
“I believed I could win this tour-

nament even two or three years
ago. It was just a matter of chance
that I didn’t,” she said.

“I obviously I have performed
very well. And when I was an am-
ateur on the national circuit, being
an amateur, and I always believed
that I can win and might sound
cliche to say this, but I always
knew that I’m a winner.

“So winning, I think just brought
in the trophy. But the belief I had
in myself of being a winner was al-
ways there.”

While still an amateur, Brar
had finished tied 11th at the In-
dian Open in 2024. In April this
year, she finished as the top fe-
male competitor (Tied-4th over-
all) in a mixed-field professional
event at the IGPL Invitational
Congo.

Reflecting on the impact of In-
dian Golf Premier League (IGPL)
on her career, she said: “The IGPL
has been incredible. Playing along-

side men for the same prize money
is rare in women’s sport and very
validating.

“It also allowed me to learn
from experienced golfers like
Udayan Mane.”

Working on technically sound
and physically stronger

Brar, who is working under
renowned coach Jassi Garewal at
the Roundglass Academy, said the
past year has been about making
technical improvements while be-
coming physically stronger.

“I’ve been with him for more
than five years and we’ve been re-
ally working on my swing. He’s al-
ways told me that, I have great
feel. I am very artistic. I can play. I
can always manage to play good
golf. But he wants to get me to
play good golf by being technically
very sound,” she said.

“And that is what I’m working
on the most. Other than the techni-
cal aspects, I’ve also been working
on my body a lot, spending a lot of
time in the gym... I’ve been work-
ing a lot on mobility, strength, ac-
tivation, those sort of things.”

Brar, who credits her Army up-
bringing for instilling discipline
and commitment from a young
age, was never that fond of sports
initially.

She was pushed into tennis and
basketball to stay active and then
later she picked up golf and simply
fell in love with the game.

The teenager has no plans to
rush her progress despite becoming
a professional winner at 19. (PTI)

LAHORE, July 25: The Pakistan
hockey team management was left
red faced when the umpires penal-
ized the side for fielding six in-
stead of five players against India
in the five-a-side international
event being held in Muscat,
Oman.

The incident took place on
Friday night when as soon as the
match started the umpires spot-
ted six Pakistani players on the
field whereas only five are al-
lowed.

As a result the umpires sent out
two players, leaving Pakistan with
just three players on the field and
India took full advantage of the
comic situation slamming in 8
goals.

A reliable source said that
when the interim President of
the Pakistan Hockey Federation
learnt about the incident he was
pretty upset and has demanded
an explanation from the team
management which includes
chief coach Tahir Zaman and
coaches Rehan Butt, Qamar
Ibrahim and Umar Bhutta.

Apparently the management
has conveyed that the misunder-
standing happened because of
some players not understanding
the communication with the
coaches.

In the 2022 Men’s Hockey Asia
Cup held in Jakarta also a similar
blunder from the Pakistan hockey
team management resulted in Pak-
istan losing a qualification match
to Japan after their late goal equal-
izer was disallowed by the um-
pires as they had 12 players
instead of 11 on the field.

The outcome eventually re-
sulted in Pakistan not qualifying
for the 2023 World Cup and head
coach, Khawaja Junaid being
handed a life ban by the PHF.

But the ban was lifted and Ju-
naid is now in the main fold of the
senior team management. (PTI)

Pakistan team cops
penalty for fielding six
players in five-a-side
game against India

MADRID, July 25: South Korea
midfielder Lee Kang-In has agreed
to join Atletico Madrid from Paris
Saint-Germain, the Spanish club
said Saturday.

Atletico said the player would
sign a contract through June 2031.
The transfer fee was undisclosed
but it is reportedly between 35 and
40 million euros ($39.8 million
and $45.5 million).

The 25-year-old Lee played all
three group-stage games at the World
Cup, where South Korea failed to ad-
vance after losing twice.

Born in Incheon, Lee moved to
Spain when he was 10 to join Va-
lencia’s training academy and
ended up playing 62 games for the
club. After a stint with Mallorca,
he joined PSG in 2023, scoring 16
goals in 124 appearances.

He will now play for an Atletico
side that finished La Liga in fourth
place and reached the Copa del Rey
final last season. Lee will help fill the
creative void left by Antoine Griez-
mann, who has left for the MLS as
Atletico’s all-time top scorer. (AP)

Atletico signs Lee
Kang-In from PSG GLASGOW, July 25: The Indian duo of Rupa Rani Tirkey and Pinki

Singh continued its dominant run in lawn bowls competition, prevailing
over Tonga 2-0 in tie-breaker of women’s pairs sectional play (Section
B) to stay on course for a berth in the semifinals at the Commonwealth
Games here on Saturday.

Rupa and Pinki won the first set 5-2 against Tonga’s Paris Baker and
Milika Nathan.

Tonga made the brighter start, taking a 1-0 lead after the opening end.
Lead Paris Baker produced an excellent opening spell, leaving India
under pressure despite Rupa Rani Tirkey completing her three bowls.

India responded strongly in the second end through excellent teamwork
between lead Rupa and skip Pinki.

Rupa delivered a superb second bowl to help India edge ahead in the
second end and level the scores at 1-1, with three ends remaining in the
opening set.

India maintained their dominance to claim the first set 5-2.
Tonga, however staged a remarkable comeback to take the second set

6-4 and force a tiebreaker thanks to some fine work by lea Baker and skip
Nathan the pair taking a 6-0 lead after three ends.

Rupa Rani and Pinki tried hard to come back but fell short.
In the tie-breaker though, the Indians rose to the challenge with Rupa

putting the team ahead and Pinki closing it out.
In Bowls, ‘Skip’ is the team captain, and usually the most experienced

player. He or she determines the game plan, and also plays the final two
bowls of one ‘end’. There are five ends in a set. (PTI)

India edge out Tonga in tie-breaker
to stay on course for semi-finals

GLASGOW, July 25: Olympic
silver medallist Mirabai Chanu
will spearhead India’s
weightlifting campaign at the
Commonwealth Games as the
team seeks to overcome a dop-
ing-hit build-up and extend its
dominant record at the quadren-
nial event.

India’s medal prospects suf-
fered a setback before the com-
petition when its weightlifting
contingent was cut from 16 to 11
after multiple doping violations.
The latest casualty was Dilbag
Singh (96kg), who was with-
drawn earlier this week, further
depleting the squad.

Despite the disruptions, India
remains a dominant force in
Commonwealth weightlifting,
benefiting from the absence of
traditional giants China and
North Korea.

Indian lifters finished as the
best-performing nation in the
sport at the 1990, 2002, 2018
and 2022 Commonwealth
Games and are the second-most
successful country overall with
133 medals, including 46 golds,
behind Australia.

The team topped the
weightlifting medal table at the
2022 Birmingham Games with
10 medals, including three golds
and three silvers, and another
strong showing is expected in
Glasgow.

While all 11 Indian lifters are
considered capable of reaching
the podium, only a handful are
realistic gold medal contenders.

Chief among them is Chanu,
who is expected to retain her

Commonwealth crown without
any difficulty.

The former world champion
and Olympic silver medallist
owns a personal best total of
205kg (89kg snatch and 116kg
clean and jerk), comfortably
ahead of the rest of the field in
the women’s 48kg category.

With the Asian Games less
than two months away, however,
Chanu said she would avoid un-
necessary risks in Glasgow.

“Our main aim is the Asian
Games, so my performance here
will depend on keeping that in
mind. I won’t be pushing hard
here and taking any risks,”
Chanu told PTI.

A successful lift in both the
snatch and clean and jerk should
be enough for the Manipur lifter
to claim a third Commonwealth
Games gold and fourth overall
Commonwealth medal.

India will also look to
Gyaneshwari Yadav (53kg),
Rishikanta Singh (60kg) and M.
Raja (65kg), all of whom are
viewed as strong contenders for
gold as the country aims to
launch another successful
weightlifting campaign despite
the recent doping controversy.

Squad:
Women: Mirabai Chanu

(48kg), Gyaneshwari Yadav
(53kg), Bindyarani Devi (58kg),
Nirupama Devi (63kg), Harjin-
der Kaur (69kg), Sanjana
(77kg), Martina Devi (+86kg).

Men: Rishikanta Singh
(60kg), M Raja (65kg), Ajaya
Babu (79kg), Lovepreet Singh
(+110kg). (PTI)

Mirabai and Co chase Commonwealth gold rush

8 THE HILLS TIMES SPORTS SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2026

Printed, published and owned by Rameswar Chauhan & Printed at Echo Printing Press, Printing unit of The Echo of India, AK Deb Road, Katabari, Gorchuk, Guwahati- 781035 and Published at Near office of the DFO (East) Div., Diphu, 
Karbi Anglong, Assam.782460,  Guwahati Office Phone - 0361 2220018, Diphu Office Phone - 272106, Fax- 272106, e.mail: hillstimes@gmail.com, thehillstimesnamsai@gmail.com and ads.hillstimes@gmail.com (only for advertisement)

Associate Editor- Nilomoni Borah Editor - Rameswar Chauhan

LYON (FRANCE), July 25:
French women’s champion OL Ly-
onnes signed Spain forward Salma
Paralluelo from Barcelona on a
four-year contract on Saturday.

Lyon announced the signing on X.
A standout junior athlete, the 22-

year-old Paralluelo scored twice
for Barcelona when it routed Lyon
4-0 in the Champions League final
in May, and helped Spain win the
World Cup in 2023.

Paralluelo is also a world cham-
pion at Under-17 and Under-20
level, and finished third in the Bal-
lon d’Or voting in 2023 and 2024.

“Wanted by Europe’s top clubs,
Salma Paralluelo has chosen to
join the Lyon project to open a new
chapter in her career and continue
her development at the highest
level,” the French champion said.

The club has won the women’s
Champions League a record eight
times and is recruiting strongly
under president Michele Kang.

It has signed goal-scoring mid-
fielder Caroline Weir from Real
Madrid, goalkeeper Maria-Luisa
Grohs from Bayern Munich and
Sweden international Johanna Ryt-
ting Kaneryd from Chelsea. (AP)

OL Lyonnes signs Barcelona’s
Salma Paralluelo
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