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NEW DELHI, July 18: Citing
medical advice and Delhi High
Court directions, police whisked
away activist Sonam Wangchuk to
Safdarjung Hospital on Saturday
morning on the 21st day of his
hunger strike at the Jantar Mantar
here, drawing sharp condemnation
from opposition parties which ac-
cused the government of curbing
dissent.

Ignoring police’s call to leave
the protest site, the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) escalated its agi-
tation over the NEET paper leak
issue with its founder Abhijeet
Dipke announcing an indefinite
hunger strike soon after the “crack-
down”.

The outfit, which has been
pressing for education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan’s removal,
demanded Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s resignation and vowed

Wangchuk whisked away to hospital

CJP founder Dipke starts hunger strike; Oppn slams govt
® Hospital authorities say activist refusing treatment

NEW DELHI, July 18: A
woman hurled blue ink at Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) founder
Abhijeet Dipke as he announced
his indefinite hunger strike at
Jantar Mantar on Saturday, but
he remained unfazed,
“Blue is my colour, Jai Bhim,”
while appealing to his support-
ers to remain calm.

The incident occurred while
Dipke was addressing support-
ers and announcing the start of
his indefinite hunger strike,

to press ahead with its planned
march to Parliament on July 20.
Hospital authorities issued a bul-
letin at 3.30 pm, saying Wangchuk,
59, has refused intravenous fluids,

Mizoram, Assam pledge
to strengthen partnership
in tourism sector

AIZAWL, July 18: Mizoram and
Assam have agreed to strengthen
cooperation in the tourism sector,
with the two neighbouring states
seeking closer coordination to
boost footfalls and promote the
northeast as a premier travel desti-
nation, officials said.

The discussions took place dur-
ing a meeting between Mizoram
Tourism minister Lalnghinglova
Hmar and his Assam counterpart
Ajanta Neog at the latter’s official
residence in Guwahati on Satur-
day.

Highlighting Mizoram’s grow-
ing tourism potential, Hmar said
the state has witnessed a signifi-
cant rise in tourist arrivals since
being connected to the railway net-
work in September last year.

He said that a majority of visi-
tors to Mizoram came from
Assam, making closer collabora-
tion between the two states essen-
tial for the growth of the tourism

GUWAHATI, July 18: One per-
son has been held with over 1 kg
of heroin and X 14 lakh in cash in
Assam’s Dibrugarh district, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

The operation was carried out
in Naharkatia, during which two
vehicles were also seized.

“Another major blow to the
drug network in Naharkatia. An
anti-narcotics operation by @di-
brugarhpolice under Tingkhong
Police Station led to the seizure of
1.35 kg heroin, ¥ 14.06 lakh in
cash and two vehicles,” the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO) said in a
post on X.

It said one accused has also
been apprehended.

“HCM Dr @himantabiswa has
reaffirmed that Assam’s war
against drugs will continue relent-
lessly,” the CMO added. (PTI)

Juiphool brings national

industry.

“Most tourists visiting Mizoram
come from Assam. This under-
scores the need for stronger coop-
eration between our states in
tourism-related activities, and I am
confident that our partnership will
continue to grow,” Hmar was
quoted as saying in an official re-
lease.

Neog said that the Assam gov-
ernment was keen to deepen
tourism ties with Mizoram, de-
scribing such cooperation as mutu-
ally beneficial for both states.

The two ministers agreed that
their respective tourism depart-
ments should work in a more struc-
tured and coordinated manner, it
said.

They also stressed that sustained
collaboration among all the north-
eastern states would be crucial to po-
sitioning the region as one of the
country’s most attractive tourism
destinations, the release stated. (PTI)

. . hours
oral rehydration solution and other

medications despite signs of dehy-
dration and metabolic abnormali-
ties. He is being continuously
monitored (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

after activist Sonam
Wangchuk was taken forcibly to
Safdarjung Hospital by the Delhi
Police on the 21st day of his
hunger (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

NEW DELHI, July 18: The
Supreme Court has granted two
weeks to the Assam government to
file its responses on pleas challeng-
ing orders declaring five women as
foreigners who allegedly entered the
state illegally.

A bench of Justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta passed the order
after the counsel appearing for the
Assam government sought time to
file counter-affidavits in the five pe-
titions.

“As prayed, two weeks’ time is
granted to the counsel for the re-
spondent - State of Assam to file
vakalatnama and counter affidavit(s)
in all the cases. List after two
weeks,” the bench said in its July 16
order.

On June 5, the top court had or-
dered status quo on the deportation
of the petitioners while agreeing to
hear their pleas challenging separate
orders of the Gauhati High Court.

During the hearing on Thursday,
an advocate appearing for one of the
petitioners referred to a July 13 ver-

saying,

India’s first pvt rocket Vikram-1
succeeds in maiden orbital launch

SRIHARIKOTA, July 18: In a defining milestone,
Skyroot Aerospace on Saturday launched the country’s
first private orbital rocket and successfully placed mul-
tiple technology-demonstration payloads into the desired
orbit, making India the third country with private orbital
launch capabilities after the US and China.

The four-stage, seven-storey-tall Vikram-1 rocket
lifted off majestically at 12.05 pm amid cloudy skies
from the first launch pad of ISRO’s Satish Dhawan
Space Centre here, leaving behind plumes of orange
smoke and marking a new era in the country’s space
missions.

The Hyderabad-based company, which carries the slo-
gan - “Redefining access to space. Your fast track to the
orbit. On-demand launch vehicle for rapid, precise, and

customizable small satellite deployments - on its web-
site, described Saturday’s mission ‘Aagaman’ (arrival)
as a “grand success”.

The rocket, named after Vikram Sarabhai, the father
of India’s space programme, also carried payloads that
had postcards, including from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who called the mission a “defining moment” in
the country’sspace journey. The postcards, loaded into
specialised “payload lockers”, were placed into Low
Earth orbit (LEO).

It also carried two symbolic payloads —Cosmic
Bloom, an “artistic lab-grown diamond” in the shape of
a lotus, and a tiny gold rocket with micro-sculptures of
three of India’s best-known space scientists -- Vikram
Sarabhai, Sir CV Raman and former President APJ
Abdul Kalam.

According to the company, the engineering data col-
lected during this test flight will be analysed to validate
guidance and navigation systems and to guide future re-
finements for commercial satellite missions.

This historic milestone is also expected to strengthen
India’s position in the fast-growing global small satellite
launch market, expanding the country’s presence in
space alongside ISRO.

A “planned hold” due to apparent navigation issues
forced a revised launch time of 12.05 pm, as against the
originally planned 11.30 am.

After its ascent, the primary payloads -- technology
demonstrators from Grahaa (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

Orders declaring 5 women as foreigners challenged

SC seeks Assam’s response in 2-week time

dlct of the apex court, which held
that the determination of citizenship
status must be made through a fair,
lawful and reasoned process.

Another advocate appearing for
some petitioners said two of the
women were in detention and the
top court had stayed their deporta-
tion by ordering status quo in the
matter.

The counsel appearing for the

Assam government sought two
weeks to file replies, which was
granted by the bench.

The Gauhati High Court had ear-
lier rejected the pleas filed by the pe-
titioners seeking quashing of the
orders passed by the Foreigners Tri-
bunals declaring them foreigners or
illegal migrants who had illegally
entered into India from Bangladesh.
In its (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

HT Bureau

DIPHU, July 18: A book ex-
ploring the historical relation-
ship between the Khasi-Jaintia
and Karbi communities was re-
leased at the Karbi Hemtun
(Karbi Anglong Guest House)
Conference Hall here on Friday.

Titled Khasi-Jaintia and Kar-
bis: From Symbiotic History to
an Ongoing False Dispute—
Karbi Youth Festival as the Con-
fluence of Two Communities,
the book was unveiled during a
programmein the presence of

Book on Khasi-Jaintia, Karbi
historical ties releas in Diphu

representatives from Diphu and
Shillong.

The event was attended by
chief guest Paiem Laborious
Manik S Syiem and guest of ho-
nour retired bureaucrat Jones
Ingti Kathar.

Special  guests  included
Deivica Dkhar, a PhD scholar in
Physics at Assam University,
Silchar, and president of the
Khasi Students' Union's Assam
University unit, and John Engti
Kathar, president of the Karbi
Students' (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

Two youths painting Wangchuk's picture on public wall nabhed in Guwahati Himanta lauds Vikram-1 launch as

GUWAHATI, July 18: Two
youths have been apprehended
here for “damaging” a public wall
by painting a picture of activist
Sonam Wangchuk, a police official
said on Saturday.

Another picture of Wangchuk
was drawn on a pillar of the Ba-
sistha flyover in the city two days
ago, and police are trying to iden-
tify those responsible for it, he
said.

“Last night, our patrol party
found two youths trying to damage
a public wall on the road leading to
the Jyoti-Bishnu International Au-
ditorium. They had smeared
colours on the wall and admitted
that they were painting a picture of
Sonam Wangchuk, which was par-
tially completed,” the official said.

The duo were apprehended and
brought to Dispur police station,
where a case has been registered.
“They will be allowed to go after a

testimony of India’s space industry

notice is served,” the official said.
He said another case has been
registered at the Basistha police
station against unknown people for
painting a picture of Wangchuk on
a pillar of the flyover in the area.
The official said “damaging the
beauty of flyovers and public infra-

honour to Assamese cinema

HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, July 18: Assamese cinema re-
ceived national recognition as Juiphool, directed
and produced by Jadumoni Dutta, won the Best
Assamese Film award at the 72nd National Film

Awards announced on Saturday.

The film earned the prestigious Rajat Kamal,
with producer Jadumoni Dutta and the director
sharing a cash prize of X 2 lakh each.

The winners of the 72nd National Film
Awards for the year 2024 were announced by the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, hon-
ouring excellence in feature films, non-feature

films and writings on cinema.

Among the top honours, Article 370 won the
Best Feature Film award, while Bhangaar was
named Best Non-Feature Film and Ram-Nami
received the Best Documentary award.

Yami Gautam was named Best Actress in a
Leading Role for Article 370, while Mammootty
for Bramayugam and Kartik Aaryan for Chandu
Champion shared the Best Actor in a Leading
Role award. Randeep Hooda won the Best Debut
Director award for Swatantrya Veer Savarkar.

Several commercially successful films, in-

tion Bureau.

cludlng Kalki 2898 AD, Amaran Pushpa: The
Rule Part-02, Bhool Bhulalyaa 3 and Stree 2,
also figured among the major award winners.
The awards were announced by Feature Film
Jury Chairperson Jayaraj, Non-Feature Film
Jury Chairperson Aseem Sinha and Best Writing
on Cinema Jury Chairperson A Chandrasekhar
in the presence of Dr Ajay Nagabhushan M N,
Joint Secretary (Films), and Dhirendra Ojha,
principal director General of the Press Informa-

roadmap.

The participants at the meeting also
deliberated on preparations for the
next wildlife tourism season, an offi-
cial statement said.

The meeting was attended by repre-
sentatives from the tourism industry,
local stakeholders and officials of the
Forest Department.

The discussed measures aimed at
improving visitor facilities, strength-
ening wildlife conservation and en-
hancing coordination among all
agencies involved in the management

structure by painting at will” has
become a trend.

“No one should damage, tamper
with or destroy public property. We
will be forced to act tougher in the
future and won’t deter from send-
ing such offenders to jail,” he
added. (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)

GUWAHATI, July 18: Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Saturday said the successful launch
of India’s first privately developed orbital rocket,
Vikram-1, was a “new pinnacle for India’s space in-
dustry and the limits of entrepreneurial possibilities”.

Congratulating the team of Skyroot Aerospace,
which was behind the development of the rocket, he
said for “New India’s” innovators, investors and en-
trepreneurs, “sky is not the limit, deep space is”.

In its maiden voyage, the four-stage, seven-storey-
tall Vikram-1 deployed its primary payloads -- tech-
nology demonstrators from Grahaa Space,
Cosmoserve, DCubed, and Skyroot’s SCOPE -- into
a 450 km Low Earth Orbit.

It also successfully deployed a micro-art payload,
an 18-karat gold rocket and a handwritten postcard
from Prime Minister Narendra Modi bearing the mes-
sage “Vande Mataram”, along with postcards from en-
gineers, scientists, and Indian astronauts.

In his congratulatory message on X, Sarma said,
“The launch of Vikram-1 represents a new pinnacle
both for India’s space industry and the limits of entre-

preneurial possibilities. My compliments to the entire
@SkyrootA team as they launch India’s first private
orbital launch vehicle.”

The achievement reaffirms that in a “New India and
under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Ji, the sky is not the limit, deep space is for our inno-
vators, investors and entrepreneurs”, the Assam chief
minister said. He said the launch was significant for sev-
eral reasons, including being the country’s first all-carbon
composite orbital rocket, powered by a 3D-printed en-
gine and is a fitting tribute to the pioneers in the field.

Stressing that Vikram-1 is significant for many rea-
sons, the CM said it is India’s first all-carbon compos-
ite orbital rocket, powered by a 3D-printed engine.

“Beyond enabling commercially viable satellite
launches by the private sector, the mission is also test-
ing technologies that could contribute to tackling the
challenge of space debris,” he said.

Pointing out that the launch happened exactly 46
years after the launch of India’s pioneering SLV-3,
Sarma said it makes a fitting tribute to the generations
of scientists and engineers. (PTI)

Stakeholders urged to submit their recommendations within the next 10 days

Assam forest minister deliberates with

said.

of Kaziranga, an ofﬁaal statement

Addressing the media after the
meeting, the minister said the objec-

tive of the consultation was to prepare
well in advance for the next tourism
season by incorporating practical sug-
gestions from all stakeholders.

Kaziranga stakeholders for sustamable tourism

GUWAHATI, July 18: Assam Forest
Minister Jayanta Malla Baruah on Sat-
urday discussed with stakeholders as-
sociated with the tourism sector in
Kaziranga National Park, inhabited by
the world’s largest population of one-
horned rhinoceroses, to chart a sus-
tainable conservation and tourism

He requested the stakeholders to
submit their recommendations in writ-
ing to his department within the next
10 days so that they could be exam-
ined and incorporated into the action
plan.

“I will return to Kaziranga to review
the recommendations and finalise our
roadmap for the coming tourism sea-
son,” he said.

Baruah said that his previous expe-
rience as the state’s tourism minister
has given him a close understanding of
Kaziranga’s strengths as well as the
challenges faced by the tourism sector.

He said the Forest Department
would work in close consultation with
stakeholders to identify priority inter-
ventions for conservation, visitor man-
agement and tourism development.

Highlighting the importance of in-
stitutional (CONTD. ON PAGE 2)
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Shyam Steel to invest 315,000
crore in West Bengal expansion

Group lays foundation for 310,000-crore
integrated steel plant, plans 20,000 jobs

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, July 18: Shyam
Steel Group has launched a major
expansion programme with the
foundation stone laying of a 2-mil-
lion-tonne-per-annum (MTPA) in-
tegrated steel plant at Mejia in West
Bengal, marking the beginning of a
proposed %15,000-crore investment
across steel manufacturing and
other strategic sectors.

The foundation stone for the
%10,000-crore steel plant was laid
on July 17 by West Bengal Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari.

The project includes a Direct Re-
duced Iron (DRI) unit, pellet and
beneficiation facilities, a steel melt-
ing shop, and a high-speed rolling
mill for TMT bars and structural
steel. With the expansion, the
Kolkata-headquartered group’s fin-
ished steel production capacity is
expected to increase from 1.5
MTPA to 3.5 MTPA.

The company said the project
would contribute to the country’s
target of achieving 300 million

30 under the National Steel Policy,
2017.

Besides the integrated steel plant,
the group plans to invest around
35,000 crore in sectors including
defence manufacturing, aviation,

i v J -

real estate, fabrication, paints, infra-
structure, construction chemicals
and engineering.

According to the company, the
combined investment is expected to
generate more than 20,000 direct
and indirect employment opportu-

nities, while supporting the liveli-
hoods of over 1.25 lakh families,
particularly in Bankura and other
underdeveloped districts of West
Bengal.

Shyam Steel, established in
1953, currently has an annual
turnover of over X10,000 crore, em-
ploys more than 25,000 people, and
has a nationwide network of over
5,000 dealer partners.

Speaking on the occasion, Lalit
Beriwala, Director of Shyam Steel
Group, said the investment aligns
with the national vision of ‘At-
manirbhar Bharat’ and aims to
strengthen West Bengal’s industrial
base through manufacturing expan-
sion, employment generation and
technological advancement.

He said the increased production
capacity would enable the company
to meet rising demand from infra-
structure and government sectors,
including highways, railways, de-
fence, airports, oil and gas, and
urban development projects across
the country.

ICICI Bank Q1 profit jumps 13.8 pc  TanBarASSociaon clehrats
on high loan growth, core income

MUMBAL, July 18: ICICI Bank on
Saturday reported a 13.88 per cent

jump in June quarter consolidated

profit at T 15,440 crore, up from I
13,558 crore in the year-ago period
on the back of faster credit growth.

In an exchange filing, the second-
largest private sector lender said its
standalone net profit grew 15.95 per
cent to X 14,804 crore for the April-
June quarter on a standalone basis, up
15.95 per cent from X 12,768 crore in
the year-ago period.

The net interest income (NII) in-
creased 12.7 per cent on-year to I
24,384 crore in the quarter under re-
view, on the back of a nearly 20 per
cent jump in advances and a slight
widening in the net interest margin to
4.36 per cent.

Its Executive Director Sandeep
Batra said the bank was able to buck
a system-wide trend and report an ex-
pansion in NIMs courtesy a income
tax refund and also repricing of term
deposits.

Going forward, channeling-in in-
flows from the FCNR(B) will be “di-
lutive” on the NIMs front, he said, but
the bank is confident of keeping it
“range-bound” for FY27.

Declining to share a target on the
FCNR(B) front, Batra said the bank
has activated its international network
and also looking for partners to ramp
up and make the FCNR (B) a success.

The bank did not offer a guidance
on its comfort on the maximum lever-
age that it is planning for, saying that
it depends on a number of factors, in-
cluding the call taken by its local part-
ners as well.

In the quarter under review, the
other income excluding treasury in-
come increased by 16 per cent on-
year to X 8,425 crore for the reporting
quarter and the bank also reported a
treasury gain of X 151 crore.

The deposit growth came at 14 per
cent for the lender.

From an asset quality perspective,
the gross non-performing assets ratio
improved to 1.38 per cent from 1.67
per cent a year ago and 1.40 per cent
at the end of March this year.

Fresh slippages came at ¥ 5,500
crore, which was down from ¥ 6,200
crore in the year-ago period but
higher when compared to the preced-
ing quarter. Bank officials explained
that there is seasonality every year,
where the first quarter tends to have
higher stress primarily because of the
Kisan Credit Card (KCC) accounts.

Provisions, excluding money set
aside as tax, was I 1,260 crore in Q1,
down from X 1,815 crore in Q1FY26.
The bank does not see any material
impact of the transition to the ex-
pected credit loss-based system from
April 1, 2027 and has adequate covers
in place for the same, he said. (PTI)

A Eoundation Day

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, July 18: The Tax
Bar Association celebrated its 49th
Foundation Day with a programme
at Hotel The Ornate in Ulubari on
Friday, bringing together members,
senior professionals, past presi-
dents and distinguished guests
under the theme “Celebrating Our
Legacy — Inspiring the Future.”

Welcoming the gathering, Asso-
ciation president CA Pankaj Khan-
delia reflected on the
organisation’s journey over the
past 49 years and paid tribute to its
founders, former presidents and
members for their contributions in
establishing it as one of the region’s
leading professional bodies. He reaf-
firmed the Association’s commit-
ment to professional excellence,
ethical practices, continuous learning
and service to society as it prepares
to enter its Golden Jubilee year. The
programme was moderated by CS
Narayan Sharma.

NAME CORRECTION

I, Samima Sultana Begum, W/O Abu
Baquare Muhammad shahin , Village
jogijan Road PO/PS/Dist Hojai( Assam )
above mentioned address do hereby de-
clare that my actual and correct name is
Samima Sultana Begum and my Father's
actual and correct name is Iman Ali . But
In some documents my name has been
Wrongly recorded as Samina Sultana
Begum and in my passport recorded as
Semima Begam instead of Samima Sul-

Delhi world’s cheapest for dates, buying properties
among major cities; salary among lowest: Report

NEW DELHI, July 18: Delhi is the world’s cheapest
major city for a romantic date and relatively cheaper to
buy properties but salaries of its people are also among
the lowest, according to a report tracking the cost of liv-
ing and quality of life. The report also found that Delhi
offered the most inexpensive broadband internet glob-
ally, with a monthly connection costing USD 7.3 (around
Rs 703), the lowest in the 69-city sample.

Deutsche Bank’s ‘Mapping the World’s Prices 2026’
report, which compares cities on parameters of prices,
salaries and quality of life, said a “cheap date” in Delhi
cost USD 103 (around ¥ 9,920), compared with USD
475 (around X 45,750) in Geneva, the most expensive
city on the index.

Delhi did not feature among the top 50 cities in the re-
port’s quality-of-life rankings, which consider purchas-
ing power, safety, healthcare, cost of living, housing
affordability, commute times, pollution and climate.

The “cheap date” index factors in the cost of a bottle
of wine, a pair of jeans, a dress, two coffees, a meal for
two, two cinema tickets, two one-way transport tickets
and a 5-km taxi ride.

According to the report, property rates in the city cen-
tre remains low when compared to international markets,
costing an average of USD 2,465 per square metre
(around X 2,37,000) and ranking Delhi 65th globally. In
comparison to other major cities, the report suggested
that property prices in Delhi have declined 9.8 per cent
in dollar terms over the last decade but recovered 15.7
per cent since 2019.

Further, the report ranked Delhi 66th out of 69 cities
in 2026, with a net monthly salary of USD 538 (around
¥ 51,800) -- equivalent to 10 per cent of New York’s
level. Historical monthly salary figures for Delhi were
USD 633 in 2012, USD 653 in 2016, USD 556 in 2019,
USD 607 in 2025 and USD 538 in 2026.

In comparison, Zurich topped the salary rankings with
a monthly net pay of USD 8,363 (around Rs 8,05,200),
the report said.

Delhi’s salaries have fallen 17.7 per cent in dollar
terms over the past decade and 3.3 per cent since 2019,
according to the report.

The report, authored by Jim Reid and Galina Pozd-
nyakova of Deutsche Bank’s Research Institute and pub-

price in New York.

lished on July 13, draws primarily on crowdsourced data
from Numbeo, which was crosschecked and cleaned by
the bank’s research team.

For coffee aficionados, Delhi remains among the
cheapest cities tracked, with a regular cappuccino costing
USD 2.40 (around Rs 231), placing it among the 10
cheapest cities in the index. A three-bedroom apartment
in the city centre rented for about USD 685 (around
65,970) a month, the report said.

Delhi ranked 52nd among the 69 cities on its “Oasis”
index, named after the famed British rock and roll music
band, which measures the cost of five beers and two
packs of cigarettes. The index cost USD 18.8 (around I
1,800) in the national capital, about 35 per cent of the

Delhi’s position on the Oasis index improved seven
places from 2025 but slipped one place from 2016. The
cost of the index rose 36 per cent in dollar terms over the
past decade and 13.1 per cent since 2019.

The report also found that petrol prices in Delhi were
nearly on par with New York in dollar terms, at USD
1.05 a litre compared with USD 1.08. (PTI)

tana Begum and my Father's name has

DECLARATION

I declare that my changed name is Mamoni Dkhar, by which name,
hence forth T will be known for all purposes. Mamoni Ahmed and Ma-
moni Dkhar is one and same person. Sworn vide affidavit dtd:18.07.2026.

Mamoni Dkhar, Rukminigaon,
Ghy - 22

been wrongly recorded as Md. Iman Ali
in place of Iman Ali. Before the Magis-
trate had done Sankardev Nagar court on
20/04/26
Sd/ -
SAMIMA SULTANA BEGUM

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

P.W.D. (R&B), DIPHU CIRCLE-I, DIPHU
No. DPU/KAAC_(AAP)/03/2025-26/666

PRESS NOTICE INVITING BID

Dated16.07.2026

Assam.

The Superintending Engineer, PWD (R&B), Diphu Circle-I, Diphu, on behalf of the
Governor of Assam, invites bids for 2 (two) works in Karbi Anglong District for
Construction/Improvement of Road under AAP for the year 2025-26, amounting to Rs.
2,70,45,000.00 (Approx.), from approved and eligible contractors registered with PWRD,

Details may be seen at the website www.assamtenders.gov.in and also in the office of

the undersigned during office hours from 18.07.2026 to 07.08.2026. The last date/time for
receipt of bids will be up to 2:00 PM on 07.08.2026.

IPRD/ KAAC/ 2026-27/96

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,
P.W.D. (R&B), Diphu Circle-I, Diphu

Contd. from Page I...

Wangchuk whisked

and counselled to accept treatment in the interest of his
health, they said. The CJP later said on X that Wangchuk has
“not broken” his hunger strike and he will continue it from hos-
pital.

Dramatic scenes unfolded at around 7 am as a large contin-
gent of police personnel, many in plainclothes, descended at the
protest site barely 2-3 kilometres from Parliament House, with
paramilitary personnel forming a cordon around the stage where
a visibly frail Wangchuk was resting.

Using white sheets as a screen, the police personnel ap-
proached Wangchuk as chaos erupted in the background, with
some protesters jostling with security personnel to approach the
activist, who was lifted and carried to an ambulance.

“It happened so fast that nobody could understand what was
going on,” said 22-year-old Talha, who had arrived from Patna
the previous night after following the protest for days.

“People started running towards the stage. Everyone was try-
ing to stop the police and make videos, but all we could see
were the white sheets. Before we could get there, they had al-
ready taken him away,” Talha told PTI.

According to eyewitnesses, the number of protesters was rel-
atively less in the morning when police arrived and Dipke was
not present as he had gone to freshen up.

Deputy Commissioner of Police (New Delhi) Sachin Sharma
told PTI that Wangchuk was hospitalised in accordance with
the Delhi High Court’s directions after his health worsened and
was receiving the required medical intervention.

In a statement, Delhi Police said that Wangchuk was shifted
for “essential medical care” following expert medical advice
and in compliance with the high court’s orders. Some protesters
tried to obstruct the exercise, leading to a brief commotion, but
police personnel exercised maximum restraint and completed
the operation successfully, it said.

The police also appealed to the protesters to peacefully vacate
the protest site at the earliest.

At the Jantar Mantar site, security was stepped up and grad-
ually protesters started to regroup. Dipke broke down on the
stage and his associates consoled him.

While he was addressing a gathering hours later, a woman
hurled an ink-like liquid on Dipke and was detained. She was
identified by police as men’s rights activist Barkha Trehan.

“I have been beaten up and put under detention by Delhi Po-
lice,” Dipke said in a post on X.

Dipke said he had gone to a friend’s house to freshen up and
alleged he was beaten by police and detained for some time. He
called for protests across the country against the police action.

In a post on X, CJP shared a video of Wangchuk being re-
moved from the protest site in a white sheet.

“A frail old man, after 20 days of a hunger strike, was picked
up, wrapped in white sheets and taken away by Delhi Police.
This is a national shame,” the CJP said.

AISA members Neha, Aameen and Manish, however, con-
tinued their hunger strike at the protest site on day 21. Accord-
ing to AISA, protesters formed a human chain around them and
stopped the police from forcefully removing the three hunger
strikers.

Wangchuk and the three activists from AISA have been on
an indefinite hunger strike since June 28 in support of the
CJP-led protest over alleged irregularities in the NEET ex-
amination and the reported deaths of students linked to the
controversy.

Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi said
the action against a person on a non-violent hunger strike was
wrong and accused the government of relying on “Asatya and
Hinsa” (falsehood and violence).

Opposition parties united in condemning the action and ac-
cused the government of undermining democratic freedoms,
curbing dissent and choosing force over dialogue.

AAP national convenor Arvind Kejriwal, who had met

Wangchuk on Thursday, appealed to citizens to join the ongoing
protest at Jantar Mantar.

Gandhi said paper leaks, the rising cost of education and stu-
dent suicides were “critical issues for India’s future”, adding
that “no amount of force can deter India’s students, and those
of us who love and believe in them, from raising these is-
sues”.

NCP(SP) leader Sharad Pawar, Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav, DMK MP Kanimozhi, TMC chief Mamata
Banerjee also hit out at the government and said it should en-
gage in dialogue with protesters.

“What a shame! The world watches democracy in India being
broken by force, shamelessly,” Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya
Thackeray said in a post on X.

CPI(M) leader Brinda Karat alleged that the action was an
attempt to “bulldoze democratic and constitutional values” and
undermine accountability.

The BJP maintained that authorities acted with empathy, bal-
ancing the court’s directions with the imperative of protecting
life and questioned the “outrage”.

Wangchuk was brought to the Sadarjung hospital by Delhi
Police and admitted at 7:40 am. He was conscious with a stable
pulse, blood pressure and oxygen saturation. Signs of dehydra-
tion were seen, the hospital said in its health bulletin.

“Although intravenous fluids were advised, the patient has
refused all intravenous fluids, oral rehydration fluid or any other
medication. He is being continuously monitored and counselled
for treatment in best interest of his health,” the statement said.

Sources in the know of the developments also said that doc-
tors are also counselling his family to allow treatment.

Shortly after his hospitalisation, Wangchuk’s wife, Gitanjali
J Angmo, asked the hospital not to administer any treatment
without her consent, alleging a lack of transparency in his med-
ical care.

On Friday, doctors said Wangchuk had lost nearly 9.5 kg
since the beginning of the hunger strike. (PTI)

Woman hurls ink

strike. The woman, identified by the police as Barkha Trehan,
walked towards Dipke during his address and hurled blue ink
at him, briefly disrupting the programme before volunteers and
supporters restrained her.

As some supporters rushed towards the stage, Dipke repeat-
edly appealed to them to remain seated and not get agitated.

“Blue is my colour. Jai Bhim,” Dipke said after the incident.

Police escorted Trehan away from the venue. As she was
being taken away, she alleged that she had been assaulted and
raised religious slogans.

Trehan describes herself on X as a men’s rights activist and
president of “Purush Aayog”.

While the motive behind the attack was not immediately
clear, she had made allegations against male leaders of the CJP
in a social media post on Friday.

Her recent social media activity also shows her participating
in protests at Jantar Mantar, including one in support of former
BJP MLA Kuldeep Sengar. She had also posted about the Siya
Goyal case. In June, she shared photographs from an event
marking 12 years of the Modi government, saying she had in-
teracted with several senior BJP leaders.

Police said Trehan has been detained and further investigation
is underway.

Hours after the incident and traces of blue ink still visible on
his hands, Dipke in a video message on X said that the CJP
would continue its protest despite Wangchuk being taken to
hospital. (PTI)

SC seeks Assam’s

July 13 verdict on a batch of separate appeals arising out of the
proceedings before the Foreigners Tribunals in Assam and the erst-
while Illegal Migrants (Determination) Tribunals, the apex court

had set aside the high court judgments which affirmed the orders
declaring certain persons as foreigners.

The top court had asked the tribunals concerned to decide the
references afresh, uninfluenced by any earlier observation by the
high court or by the tribunals.

It had said the State has a legitimate and compelling interest in
ensuring that persons who are not legally entitled to claim Indian
citizenship do not secure such status by misuse of process, by false
claims or by taking advantage of procedural delays.

“At the same time, the determination of such status must be
made through a process which is fair, lawful and reasoned,” the
top court had said. (PTI)

Book on Khasi-Jaintia

Association, Shillong. The book has been authored by Hi-
rolfsberg Rongphar, an assistant professor in the Department
of History at Nehru College, Pailapool, Cachar. He is also a
PhD scholar in the Department of History at Assam University
Diphu Campus, Karbi Anglong.

According to the author, the book examines the historical
ties between the Khasi-Jaintia and Karbi communities and
presents the Karbi Youth Festival as a platform for cultural con-
vergence. It says that the two communities have shared a long
history of coexistence and seek to challenge narratives portray-
ing their relationship as one of conflict.

This version is more neutral and follows a typical newspaper
style, reducing promotional language while retaining the key

" India’s first pvt

Space, Cosmoserve, DCubed and Skyroot’s SCOPE -- were se-
quentially deployed into a 450 km LEO.

The launch vehicle also successfully deployed a micro-art pay-
load, an 18-karat gold rocket and a handwritten postcard from
Modi bearing the message “Vande Mataram”, along with postcards
from engineers, scientists, and Indian astronauts.

“Skyroot proudly named its rockets and engines after these
icons,” the company said.

Prime Minister Modi hailed the successful launch, saying it
proved the country’s self-reliance push.

Speaking to the CEO and co-founder of Skyroot Aerospace,
Pawan Kumar Chandana and co-founder Naga Bharath Daka over
the phone, Modi congratulated them and their company for the
successful feat achieved on Saturday.

The Prime Minister also told them that today’s “Mission Aaga-
man” (arrival) should proceed further. The mission “proves we
can be Atmanirbhar” (self-reliant), he said.

On his part, Chandana informed the Prime Minister that the
rocket was completely designed and made in India.

Referring to Modi’s postcard, Chandana said, “Your card has
successfully reached orbit. Vande Mataram is in orbit.”

Modi pointed out that the country was celebrating 150 years of
the Vande Mataram, adding that the national song inspired many
to live and die for the country.

“The growing participation of our private sector is opening new
frontiers and accelerating innovation. This achievement will en-
courage countless youngsters to dream bigger and innovate fear-
lessly,” Modi said on X.

Chandana said, “We are very proud that the government has en-
abled us and opened up the sector to private players, and now we
stand as India’s first private company which has launched a rocket
to orbit and also created a global milestone. All from India with a
fully, fully Indian team, 100 per cent built in India.”

Daka said India was the third country, after the US and China,
with private sector launch capability.

ISRO chief V Narayanan hailed Modi for opening up the space
sector for the startup ecosystem of the country.

“In 2020, the space sector reform was announced. Today, within
six years, a startup company has successfully placed a satellite in
the first attempt in the orbit. It is really a great, satisfying mo-

ment,” he said.

He also lauded the young team of Skyroot Aerospace, saying
“it was said the average age is 28 years.”

“When the space sector reform was announced by the Prime
Minister, we had only one startup company. Today, we have got
400-plus startup companies working in multiple areas. But you
know, the launch vehicle development is a very tricky game, and
I am really extremely happy that in the first attempt we have suc-
ceeded,” he added.

With its Saturday mission, Skyroot successfully demonstrated
its orbital launch capability, moving beyond the suborbital flight
achieved by its Vikram-S mission in 2022.

The successful flight validated the performance of the rocket’s
all-carbon composite structure and 3D-printed engines in a real
flight environment, features claimed by the company as “first”.

Both founders, Chandana and Daka, are former ISRO scientists
and were present at the space agency’s Mission Control Centre
(MCC), along with its chief, Narayanan. Former ISRO chiefs, as-
tronaut Shubhanshu Shukla and Andhra Pradesh minister Nara
Lokesh were among those who witnessed the launch from the
MCC.

Several chief ministers and leaders across political spectrum
congratulated the private company on its achievement.

The payloads that piggybacked on Vikram-1 include Cos-
moserve Space’s Embrace (mission name), an in-orbit demonstra-
tion of robotic arms capable of removing space debris, and Solaras
by Grahaa Space, which is a compact satellite mission developed
to demonstrate new capabilities in LEO. German test payload
uD3PP and mD3RN by Dcubed also reached space on Saturday.

According to the company, the Scope satellite by Skyroot Aero-
space is an in-house experimental payload developed to test space
technologies in future missions. (PTI)

Two youths painting

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma had said on July 10
that no paintings will be allowed on flyovers and such public
infrastructure without permission and authorities have been
asked to initiate action against any offenders.

His remarks had come against the backdrop of a controversy
over erasing a mural of deceased singer Zubeen Garg under
Ganeshguri flyover during a Guwahati beautification drive by
the authorities, with the CM asserting that the government had
issued no such directive. (PTI)

Assam forest minister

coordination, Baruah said the Forest and Tourism depart-
ments would work together to ensure balanced development
while safeguarding the ecological integrity of KNP.

Referring to experiences from other wildlife destinations in
the country, he said there is considerable scope to increase
tourism revenue through better facilities, including quality ac-
commodation for different categories of visitors, without com-
promising environmental safeguards.

The minister added that increased revenue generated through
responsible tourism would directly support wildlife conserva-
tion, habitat management and other developmental works
within protected areas.

On the issue of year-round tourism, Baruah said that tourism
activities inside the core area of KNP cannot continue through-
out the year due to ecological requirements, including the an-
nual flood cycle that sustains the Park’s unique biodiversity.

However, the department would explore options for promot-
ing tourism-related activities during the off-season so that local
stakeholders, including hotels and tourism service providers,
could sustain their livelihoods throughout the year without af-
fecting wildlife conservation, the minister added.

The park is not just about one-horned rhinos and tigers but is
also home to elephants, wild water buffalo, and several bird
species. Ganges River Dolphins are also found in the rivers that
crisscross the park. (PTI)
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Day, honours sports personalities

Former office-bearers, athletes and coaches felicitated at Diphu function

HT Bureau
DIPHU, July 18: The Karbi Ang-
long Sports Association (KASA)
celebrated its 68th Foundation Day
with a day-long programme at the
Sarsing Teron (Langkung Habe)
Multi-Purpose Sports Complex in
Diphu on Saturday, honouring for-
mer office-bearers, veteran sports or-
ganisers and athletes for their
contribution to sports in the district.

The programme began with the
hoisting of the KASA flag by sen-
ior vice-president Jivan Chandra
Pathak, followed by the National
Anthem.

Chief Executive Member of the
Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council (KAAC) and KASA pres-
ident Tuliram Ronghang attended
the main function, paid floral trib-
utes at the memorial dedicated to
departed members and sportsper-
sons, and inaugurated the KASA
Heritage Photo Gallery, which
showecases the association’s history
through photographs of former of-
fice-bearers, athletes and major
sporting events.

Welcoming the gathering,
KASA general secretary Dr Pankaj
Teron traced the association’s his-
tory, noting that it was established

in 1958 as the Mikir Hills Sports
Association before being renamed
following the district’s name
change.

He highlighted KASA’s affiliation
with the Assam Olympic Association
and the Assam Football Association,
and acknowledged the contributions
of generations of administrators,
coaches and volunteers in promoting
sports in the district.

Former presidents, general secre-
taries and their family members were
felicitated with traditional Karbi tur-
bans and certificates of honour.

The association also honoured
athletes and teams for their
achievements during 2025-26, in-
cluding medal-winning athletes,
footballers, boxers, cricketers, ref-
erees and coaches.

KASA Girls FC and KASA

DC attends seed distribution programme,
reviews farm demonstrations at Gossaigaon

Farmers receive quality seeds and planting
materials to boost scientific farming

culture Officer, Kokrajhar, along
with scientists, officials and pro-
gressive farmers.

During the programme, 100 pro-
gressive farmers were provided
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FCC were recognised for their par-
ticipation in the AIFF Indian
Women’s League 2026 and the
AIFF Elite Youth League 2026, re-
spectively.

A special excellence award was
presented to Kache Teronpi in
recognition of her achievements in
national and international Masters
badminton competitions and her
contribution to the promotion of

Karbi culture.

Addressing the gathering, Rong-
hang recalled the formation of the
association in 1958 and high-
lighted the transformation of the
sports complex over the years into
one of Assam’s leading sporting
facilities, equipped with a modern
football stadium, floodlights, an
indoor badminton stadium, swim-
ming pool, boxing facilities, gym-
nasium and accommodation for
athletes.

He said Karbi Anglong has wit-
nessed remarkable  sporting
progress in recent years, with sev-
eral athletes excelling at the state
and national levels.

He also noted that Karbi Ang-
long Morning Star FC is currently
competing in the second division
of Indian football and has received
an invitation to participate in the
2026 Durand Cup.

Member of Parliament Amars-
ing Tisso, who also addressed the
function, praised the efforts of Dr
Ronghang in promoting sports in
the district and said he had taken
up the matter of securing addi-
tional sports development schemes
for Karbi Anglong with the Union
Sports Minister.

AJYCP stages protest over flooding,
erosion and poor roads in Margherita
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HT Correspondent
MARGHERITA, July 18: Ac-
tivists of the Asom Jatiyatabadi
Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP),
Margherita Regional Committee,
staged a three-hour sit-in protest
at Ledo Railway Rangamancha
under the 83rd Margherita Leg-
islative Assembly Constituency
in Tinsukia district on Saturday,
demanding immediate action on
arange of civic and infrastructure
issues.

The protest began at 11 am and
focused on demands for a perma-
nent solution to the recurring arti-
ficial flooding at Ledo College and
within the Margherita Municipal
Board area, measures to prevent
erosion caused by the Tirap and
Buridehing rivers, and repair and
renovation of dilapidated roads
across the constituency.

A large number of AJYCP mem-

HT Bureau

tion.

GUWAHATI, July 18: Education technology
company PhysicsWallah (PW) has announced the
performance of its students in NEET (UG) 2026,
with several candidates securing top ranks in
the national medical entrance examina-

Among the top performers were
Ravikant Diwakar (AIR 55), Shiv- /

PhysicsWallah students shine in NEET
2026, Guwahat1 achievers felicitated

In a statement, Alakh Pandey, Founder and

Chief Executive Officer of PhysicsWallah, con-
gratulated all NEET aspirants for their dedication
and perseverance.
He encouraged students who did not
achieve their desired results to view the
examination as one milestone in their
academic journey rather than a
measure of their potential.

bers and local residents partici-
pated in the demonstration, which
was led by Kanchan Bora, vice-
president of the AJYCP Tinsukia
district committee and Bimal
Singh, president of the AJYCP
Margherita Regional Committee.

During the protest, participants
raised slogans against both the
State and Central governments
over what they alleged was a fail-
ure to address long-pending public
issues.

Addressing the gathering, Kan-
chan Bora said the organisation
was demanding immediate resolu-
tion of the problems and warned
that AJYCP would launch a
stronger democratic movement
against Margherita MLA Bhaskar
Sharma and the Margherita Co-
District Administration if the de-
mands were not addressed at the
carliest.

NFR extends Kanpur
Central-Guwahati
weekly special train
for eight more trips

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, July 18: The North-
east Frontier Railway (NFR) has
extended the services of the Kanpur
Central-Guwahati—Kanpur Central
Weekly Special train for eight addi-
tional trips to accommodate the in-
creased passenger rush during the
ongoing travel season.

According to an official release,

ansh Anand (AIR 152), Divyansh /
Jaiswal (AIR 173) and Sakshi Ku- |
mari (AIR 192). ! -
According to the company, the
students achieved their results

The company said its NEET
preparation programme combines
online and offline learning with
technology-driven features, includ-
ing daily practice questions, mock

with blackgram seeds (SBC-40),
arecanut seedlings, Assam lemon
cuttings and black pepper planting
materials to encourage improved
farming practices and enhance

Train No 04127 (Kanpur Central—
Guwahati) Weekly Special will
continue to depart from Kanpur
Central at 8 am every Thursday

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, July 18: Kokra-

jhar District Commissioner Pankaj
Chakravarty on Saturday attended
a seed and planting material distri-
bution programme organised by
the Assam Agricultural University
(AAU), Gossaigaon Campus, to
promote scientific farming, crop
diversification and sustainable
agricultural practices.

The programme was attended by
MLA Sabharam Basumatary, Md
Ashraful Islam  Sheikh, Dr
Manoranjan Neog, Director of Ex-
tension Education, AAU, L Nelson
Mangangcha, SDO (Civil), Gos-
saigaon, B B Narzary, Director of
Agriculture, BTC, Dr Kameswar
Das, Chief Scientist of AAU’s
Zonal Research Station, Gos-
saigaon, M N Das, District Agri-

agricultural productivity.

Farmers were also urged to reg-
ister themselves to avail benefits
under various Central and State
government schemes.

Later, the District Commissioner
visited the Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(KVK), Gossaigaon, where he,
along with AAU scientists and
KVK officials, reviewed ongoing
agricultural activities and field
demonstrations.

The team interacted with farm-
ers, assessed field conditions and
discussed challenges faced by the
farming community.

They also deliberated on the
adoption of improved technolo-
gies, scientific crop management
practices and horticultural inter-
ventions aimed at increasing farm
productivity and farmers’ income.

KVK Karb1 Anglong holds training
on scientific mandarin cultivation

HT Bureau

DIPHU, July 18: The Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK),
Karbi Anglong, under the All India Coordinated Re-
search Project on Forage Crops & Utilisation, organ-
ised a one-day farmers’ training programme on the
scientific cultivation of mandarin orange in Diphu on

Saturday.

The programme was inaugurated by Dr Monuj
Kumar Doley, Senior Scientist and Head of KVK,
Karbi Anglong, who highlighted the importance of
adopting scientific cultivation practices to improve or-
ange productivity, enhance fruit quality and increase
farmers’ income. He stressed the need to move beyond
traditional farming methods to ensure sustainable hor-
ticultural development in the region.

The training was conducted by experts from Assam
Agricultural University (AAU), Jorhat, including Dr
Seuji Bora Neog, Principal Scientist (Plant Breeding

and Genetics), Dr Bhabesh Deka, Scientist (Horticul-

ture), and Pranjit Bharali, Scientist (Agronomy).
Technical sessions were led by Dr Bhabesh Deka
and Shourov Dutta, Subject Matter Specialist (Horti-
culture) at KVK Karbi Anglong.
The experts discussed scientific orchard manage-

ment practices, including citrus classification, grafting

techniques, nutrient and fertiliser management, train-
ing and pruning methods, as well as the identification
and management of major diseases and insect pests
affecting mandarin orange plantations.

Atotal of 29 farmers participated in the programme
and interacted with the experts on practical cultivation
challenges and their possible solutions.

The programme concluded with the distribution of

participation certificates and quality mandarin orange
saplings to the participants to encourage the adoption
of improved orchard management practices.

honoured.

through its online learning platform
and offline PW Vidyapeeth centres.
To mark the occasion, PhysicsWallah or-
ganised a felicitation programme in Guwahati,
where successful candidates from the city were

Among them were Aayyang Pegu (AIR 2180)
and Emran Hussain Choudhury (AIR 3999).

country.

tests with video solutions, round-the-
clock doubt resolution and Al-assisted
personalised revision tools.

According to official figures, nearly 20 lakh
candidates appeared for NEET (UG) 2026, of
whom about 11.21 lakh qualified for admission to
undergraduate medical programmes across the

Jorhat DG cancels doctor'
Scheduled Gaste certficate

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, July 18: The Jorhat Dis-

trict Commissioner has cancelled the
Scheduled Caste (SC) certificate of
Dr Pollov Bora, an Associate Profes-
sor of Anaesthesiology at Lakhimpur
Medical College and Hospital, fol-
lowing a recommendation by the
State Level Scrutiny Committee
(SLSC) under the Department of So-
cial Justice and Empowerment,
Assam.

According to district administra-
tion officials, the SC certificate issued
to Dr Bora by the Jorhat Deputy
Commissioner’s office on October 3,
1986, was cancelled after the SLSC
concluded that he did not belong to
the Scheduled Caste community. The
committee initiated proceedings after
receiving inquiry reports from the Di-
rectorate of Welfare (SC and BC) and
the CID, Assam Police.

Dr Bora appeared before the SLSC
for a hearing on April 24, 2025,
where, according to the committee, he
failed to produce conclusive evidence
supporting his claim of belonging to
the SC community.

Based on its findings, the SLSC is-
sued a notification on May 27, 2025,
recommending cancellation of the
certificate.

Stakeholders discuss roadmap for sustainable development of silk sector

Kokrajhar holds consultation on
MRMA 2.0 sericulture action plan

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, July 18: A dis-
trict-level stakeholder consultation
meeting for preparing the District
Action Plan under Mera Resham
Mera Abhimaan (MRMA) 2.0 was
held at the Bodoland Silk Park in
Adabari, Kokrajhar on Saturday.

The meeting brought together
officials of the Central Silk Board,
the Department of Sericulture,
BTC, along with muga and eri
farmers and graineurs to discuss
strategies for strengthening the dis-
trict’s sericulture sector.

Dr Suraksha Chanotra, Scien-
tist-B of the Central Silk Board,
presented the achievements of
MRMA 1.0 and outlined the objec-
tives of the second phase of the
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programme. Kalpojita Basumatary,
Extension Officer, Department of
Sericulture, highlighted the present
status of sericulture in the district

and the challenges facing the sec-
tor.

BTC Executive Member for
Sericulture Karmeshwar Roy, who

attended the programme as the
chief guest, stressed the need for
coordinated efforts among all
stakeholders to promote the
growth of the sericulture sector.

Experts from the Central Silk
Board and the Department of Ser-
iculture shared technical inputs
and discussed district-specific pri-
orities for the effective implemen-
tation of MRMA 2.0.

The programme concluded with
an address by Bhanulata Musahari,
Director of the Department of Ser-
iculture, BTC.

The meeting finalised key rec-
ommendations that will form the
basis of the district action plan for
the sustainable development of
sericulture in Kokrajhar.

Assam University

Diphu Campus

celebrates 19® Foundation Day

HT Bureau
DIPHU, July 18: Assam University Diphu Campus (AUDC) celebrated
its 19th Foundation Day on Saturday with a series of academic and cul-
tural programmes at its permanent campus along the Diphu-Lumding
Road, marking nearly two decades of its contribution to higher education

in the hill districts of Assam. The celebration began with the hoisting of

the university flag by Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof Sivasish Biswas, followed
by a plantation drive across the campus.

The main function, held at the campus auditorium, was attended by
faculty members, students, university officials and other invited guests.

Delivering the welcome address, Prof Biswas reflected on the institu-
tion’s growth since its establishment in 2007, noting that it has expanded
from six academic departments into a centre for postgraduate education
and research serving students from across the region.

He also acknowledged the continued support of the Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council (KAAC) in facilitating infrastructure development and

land allocation for the campus.

The programme focused on the implementation of the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP), with speakers highlighting the need for holistic,
skill-based education and stronger integration of academic learning with
regional priorities such as tribal studies, biodiversity conservation and

resource management.

University authorities also outlined plans for further expansion, includ-
ing proposals to introduce new academic departments such as Education,
Mass Communication and Environmental Studies, upgrade classrooms
with digital teaching facilities, and strengthen campus infrastructure
through the construction of boundary walls and permanent buildings.

The celebrations concluded with cultural performances by students fea-
turing Karbi and Assamese folk dances and music, followed by the pres-
entation of awards recognising excellence in academics, research,
community service and extracurricular activities.

from July 16 to September 3, while
Train No 04128 (Guwahati—Kanpur
Central) will leave Guwahati at 10
pm every Friday from July 17 to
September 4.

The additional services will oper-
ate on the existing schedule, route
and stoppages, providing improved
connectivity for passengers travel-
ling between Assam, West Bengal,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and intermedi-
ate stations.

NFR said the extension is ex-
pected to provide considerable re-
lief to passengers travelling to and
from Guwahati during the peak
travel period.

Passengers have been advised to
verify train schedules and timings
through the National Train Enquiry
System (NTES) or other official
railway enquiry platforms before
commencing their journey.

Two alleged cyher
fraudsters arrested

HT Correspondent
JAGIROAD, July 18: Jagiroad

Police arrested two alleged cyber
criminals during a raid conducted
on the basis of a tip-off on Friday.

The accused have been identi-
fied as Ziarul Haque of Bhaluki
village in Barpeta district and
Aktar Ali of Mairajhar village in
Baksa district.

Police said a case has been reg-
istered at Jagiroad Police Station
(Case No. 163/26) and both the ac-
cused have been remanded to judi-
cial custody.

According to police sources, the
duo allegedly extorted lakhs of ru-
pees from people in different parts
of the state through a Common
Service Centre (CSC) operated by
Aktar Ali.

Assamese film Yakasik Omede selected
for Indian Film Festival Melbourne

Debut feature by Jorhat director Jayanta Madhab Dutta to premiere in Australia

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, July 18: Yakasik

Omede (Yakasi’s Daughter), the
debut feature film by Jorhat-based
filmmaker Jayanta Madhab Dutta,
has been selected for its premiere at
the Indian Film Festival of Mel-
bourne (IFFM) in Australia. The 75-
minute film, centred on the Mising
community, portrays the struggles
and aspirations of one of Assam’s
oldest indigenous communities.

It follows the story of Jariyum, a
14-year-old school dropout living
on a remote river island in Upper
Assam, who dreams of escaping
poverty and the hardships endured
by her mother, Yakasi.

The narrative explores whether
her hopes for a better future are re-
alised after she elopes with her fi-

ancé, Migam.

The film has previously been
screened at several national and in-
ternational festivals, including the
4th World Film Festival, Kolkata,
the 11th Jaffna International Cin-
ema Festival in Sri Lanka, the 11th
Ajanta Ellora International Film
Festival, the Luled International

Film Festival in Sweden, and the
Goa International Film Competi-
tion.

Yakasik Omede also won the
Best Feature Film Award at the 1st
Dharti Aaba Tribal Film Festival
2025, held in Ranchi, Jharkhand.

Speaking about the production,
Dutta said the film was made on a
modest budget and the team faced
financial challenges throughout the
project. He acknowledged the sup-
port of Amrit Pritam, the film’s
sound designer, and Debajit Chang-
mai, the sound mixer, both of whom
are from Assam and are currently
based in Mumbai.

The duo co-produced the film
and completed the sound design
and mixing without charge, helping
bring the project to completion.
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Future of Assamese Book Publ

By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

he future of the Assamese book

I publishing industry stands at a de-
cisive moment where long-estab-
lished traditions are meeting the realities
of a rapidly changing world. For
decades, printed books have served as
the foundation of Assam’s literary cul-
ture, preserving history, language, folk-
lore, social thought, and creative
expression for successive generations.
Every major literary movement in
Assam has depended upon a vibrant
publishing ecosystem consisting of writ-
ers, editors, publishers, printers, book-
sellers, libraries, and readers. Together,
they created an intellectual environment
that nurtured new ideas while safeguard-
ing the state’s cultural identity. That
ecosystem, however, is experiencing
one of the most difficult transitions in its
history. The challenges confronting the
industry are no longer confined to rising
production costs or fluctuating book
sales. They now extend to changing
reading habits, digital technology, on-
line retailing, shifting consumer prefer-
ences, limited investment, inadequate
distribution networks, and growing
competition for people’s time and atten-
tion. Traditional bookstores across
Assam no longer witness the steady
flow of readers that once defined literary
life. Many publishers hesitate before in-
vesting in new manuscripts because the
commercial risks have increased signif-
icantly. Writers frequently struggle to
find publishers willing to support origi-
nal works, while independent authors
often finance their own publications
without any assurance of meaningful
distribution or financial recovery. At the
same time, the cost of paper, printing,
binding, transportation, and marketing
has risen steadily, making book produc-
tion substantially more expensive than
it was only a decade ago. These devel-
opments have undoubtedly created un-
certainty, but they should not be
interpreted as evidence that the publish-
ing industry has reached its end. Instead,
they indicate that Assamese publishing
has entered a period of structural trans-
formation in which survival will depend
less on preserving old business models

and more on embracing innovation, pro-
fessional management, technological
adaptation, and closer engagement with
readers. Every major publishing indus-
try across the world has experienced
similar transitions during the digital rev-
olution. Many have emerged stronger by
expanding beyond conventional pub-
lishing into electronic books, audio-
books, online sales, digital
subscriptions, educational publishing,
and multimedia content. Assam now
faces the same opportunity. The future
of Assamese publishing will ultimately
depend upon its willingness to evolve
while continuing to preserve the linguis-
tic and cultural values that distinguish
Assamese literature from every other lit-
erary tradition.

One of the defining features of this
transformation is the changing relation-
ship between readers and books.
Younger generations consume informa-
tion in ways that differ fundamentally
from those of previous decades. Smart-
phones, tablets, social media platforms,
podcasts, video streaming services, and
artificial intelligence have altered the
manner in which knowledge is discov-
ered, shared, and remembered. Readers
increasingly expect instant access,
searchable content, interactive experi-
ences, and flexible reading formats that
fit into demanding daily schedules. This
does not necessarily imply that printed
books have become irrelevant. Rather, it
suggests that printed books now com-
pete with numerous alternative sources
of information and entertainment that
were unavailable to earlier generations.
The challenge before Assamese publish-
ers is therefore not simply to protect
printed books but to redefine their value
in an increasingly digital society. Printed
books continue to offer intellectual
depth, sustained concentration, emo-
tional engagement, and cultural perma-
nence that short digital content rarely
provides. Research across many coun-
tries has consistently shown that long-
form reading improves comprehension,
analytical thinking, vocabulary develop-
ment, and memory retention. These
strengths should become central to the
future identity of Assamese publishing.
Simultaneously, publishers must invest

in professionally designed electronic
books, high-quality audiobooks, acces-
sible digital archives, and mobile-
friendly reading platforms capable of
reaching readers living both within
Assam and across the global Assamese
diaspora.

Digital publishing should not be
viewed as a competitor to printed books
but as an extension of the publishing
ecosystem. Many readers may first en-
counter an author through digital plat-
forms before eventually purchasing
printed editions. Social media can be-
come an effective promotional tool
when used strategically to introduce
new titles, organize author interactions,
and build long-term reading communi-
ties. Print-on-demand technology also
offers practical advantages by reducing
warehouse expenses and minimizing fi-
nancial risks associated with unsold in-
ventory. Instead of printing thousands of
copies without certainty regarding de-
mand, publishers can produce books ac-
cording to confirmed orders while
maintaining continuous availability.
Such approaches enable smaller pub-
lishers to remain financially sustainable
without compromising literary quality.
Equally important is the need to im-
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prove editorial standards, book design,
typography, translation quality, and pro-
duction values so that Assamese books
remain competitive alongside publica-
tions produced in larger publishing mar-
kets.

The future of the industry will also
depend upon strengthening every insti-
tution that supports reading beyond
commercial publishing itself. Libraries,
educational institutions, literary organi-
zations, universities, community reading
groups, and government agencies all
possess responsibilities that extend be-
yond the publication of individual
books. Reading habits cannot develop
automatically in an environment domi-
nated by constant digital distraction.
They require deliberate encouragement
from early childhood through adult-
hood. Schools should introduce students
to contemporary Assamese literature
alongside classical works while encour-
aging independent reading rather than
limiting literary engagement to exami-
nation requirements. Public libraries re-
quire modernization through improved
collections, digital catalogues, comfort-
able reading environments, internet con-
nectivity, and regular literary events
capable of attracting young readers. Dis-
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trict-level book festivals, author interac-
tions, translation workshops, creative
writing programmes, children’s litera-
ture festivals, and community reading
campaigns can collectively strengthen
the culture of reading throughout
Assam. Government support also re-
mains significant. Transparent book pro-
curement policies for libraries, financial
assistance for translation projects, grants
for research publications, incentives for
digitization, and support for regional
publishers can strengthen an industry
that contributes directly to linguistic
preservation and cultural continuity.
Universities and research institutions
should collaborate more actively with
publishers to produce scholarly works,
reference books, and academic publica-
tions in Assamese, thereby expanding
the intellectual scope of regional pub-
lishing. Translation deserves particular
attention because it enables Assamese
literature to reach national and interna-
tional audiences while simultaneously
bringing important global works into
Assamese. Such exchanges enrich liter-
ary culture and expand commercial op-
portunities for publishers. Copyright
awareness, fair royalty agreements,
transparent contracts, and professional
editorial practices will also help rebuild
trust between authors and publishers,
creating an environment in which cre-
ative talent receives appropriate recog-
nition and financial respect.

Looking ahead, the Assamese book
publishing industry possesses far greater
potential than current circumstances
might suggest. Assam has a rich literary
heritage shaped by centuries of cultural
evolution, beginning with the contribu-
tions of Srimanta Sankardev and Mad-
havdev and continuing through
successive generations of poets, novel-
ists, historians, dramatists, scholars,
journalists, and social thinkers. That in-
tellectual inheritance remains one of the
state’s greatest strengths. The challenge
today is to connect this heritage with
twenty-first-century publishing prac-
tices capable of serving both traditional
readers and digitally connected audi-
ences. Publishers must increasingly
view themselves not merely as produc-
ers of printed books but as creators of

The Need for Wall Climbing Infrastructure Ro

in Guwahati: An Assam Perspective

By: Mowsam Hazarika

uwahati, often described as the
Ggateway to Northeast India, is un-

dergoing a rapid urban transfor-
mation. With expanding infrastructure,
rising aspirations, and increasing youth
participation in sports and fitness, the
city stands at a critical juncture in re-
defining its sporting identity. While
Assam has made notable strides in ath-
letics, football, boxing, and traditional
games, adventure sports—particularly
wall climbing—remain an underdevel-
oped frontier. Developing structured wall
climbing infrastructure in Guwahati is
not merely an addition to the city’s recre-
ational landscape; it is a strategic invest-
ment in youth development, tourism
diversification, and a modern sporting
ecosystem for Assam.

The global rise of sport climbing, es-
pecially after its inclusion in the Olympic
Games, has brought renewed attention to
this dynamic discipline. Combining
strength, endurance, mental focus, and
problem-solving, wall climbing is
uniquely positioned to engage today’s
youth. For Assam—a state known for its
resilient people and diverse terrain—this
sport aligns naturally with both geogra-
phy and spirit.

A Natural Fit for Assam’s Land-
scape

Guwahati is surrounded by hill sys-
tems such as Nilachal Hill, Narakasur
Hill, and the foothills extending towards
the Khasi ranges. These natural forma-
tions provide an ideal backdrop for de-
veloping a climbing culture. However,
natural rock faces are often inaccessible,
weather-dependent, and potentially un-
safe for beginners. In this context, artifi-
cial climbing walls—both indoor and
outdoor—become essential. They offer a
controlled, safe, and scalable environ-
ment where beginners can learn, and pro-
fessionals can train systematically.

Assam’s climatic conditions, marked
by heavy monsoons, further strengthen
the case for indoor climbing facilities. A
well-designed indoor climbing gym can
ensure year-round training opportunities,
unaffected by seasonal disruptions.

Engaging Youth Beyond the Digital
Sphere

One of the most pressing challenges
today is the growing disconnect of young
people from physical activity due to ex-
cessive screen time. Wall climbing offers
an exciting alternative—blending adven-
ture with discipline. It encourages prob-
lem-solving, builds confidence, and
enhances physical fitness. More impor-
tantly, it fosters resilience, a quality
deeply rooted in Assam’s cultural ethos.

Establishing climbing walls in schools,
colleges, and community spaces can cre-
ate structured engagement platforms. In-
stitutions in Guwahati can integrate
climbing into extracurricular pro-
grammes, thereby promoting holistic de-
velopment among students.

Boosting Assam’s Sporting Potential

Despite having immense talent, Assam
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often faces infrastructural gaps in emerg-
ing sports. The absence of standard
climbing facilities limits exposure and
professional training for aspiring
climbers. With proper infrastructure,
coaching support, and alignment with
bodies such as the Indian Mountaineer-
ing Foundation, Guwahati can nurture
athletes capable of competing at national
and international levels.

The development of climbing centres
at Sarusajai Sports Complex or other key
venues in Guwahati could serve as a
starting point. Hosting regional competi-
tions, training camps, and certification
programmes would not only elevate
Assam’s presence in the sport but also in-
spire a new generation of athletes.

A New Avenue for Tourism in Assam

Tourism in Guwahati has traditionally
revolved around religious and cultural
landmarks such as Kamakhya Temple
and the Brahmaputra riverfront. While
these remain central attractions, there is
a growing need to diversify the tourism
portfolio. Adventure tourism is one such
emerging sector with significant poten-
tial.

A modern climbing park—strategi-
cally located near the Brahmaputra wa-
terfront or within eco-tourism zones like
Amchang Wildlife Sanctuary foothills—
could become a unique attraction. Such
initiatives can complement Assam’s
broader tourism vision by offering expe-
riential activities to visitors, especially
younger travellers and international
tourists seeking adventure.

Economic and Community Benefits

The development of wall climbing in-
frastructure can generate a ripple effect
across the local economy. It can create
employment opportunities for trained in-
structors, facility managers, and event
coordinators. Ancillary sectors such as
sports equipment retail, hospitality, and
local transport can also benefit from in-
creased activity.

Beyond economics, climbing centres
can serve as inclusive community spaces.

The sport is accessible across age groups
and genders, making it a valuable tool for
social engagement. It can also be inte-
grated into fitness programmes, corpo-
rate team-building activities, and even
therapeutic rehabilitation.

The Way Forward: Policy and Part-
nership

Realising this vision requires a coordi-
nated effort. The Government of Assam,
through its Department of Sports &
Youth Welfare, can play a catalytic role
by incorporating adventure sports into its
policy framework. Schemes under Khelo
India and state-level youth programmes
can be leveraged to fund and promote
such initiatives.

Public-private partnerships (PPP mod-
els) can ensure sustainability and profes-
sional  management.  Educational
institutions, private investors, and sports
organisations must collaborate to design,
build, and operate climbing facilities that
meet international safety standards.

Equally important is awareness. Intro-
ductory workshops, school outreach pro-
grammes, and public demonstrations can
help popularise the sport. Training and
certification of instructors, along with
strict adherence to safety protocols, will
be essential in building trust and partici-
pation.

Conclusion

The case for wall climbing infrastruc-
ture in Guwahati is compelling and
timely. It aligns with Assam’s aspirations
for a healthier, more dynamic youth pop-
ulation and a diversified economy. More
than just a sport, wall climbing repre-
sents a mindset—of perseverance,
courage, and continuous growth.

As Guwabhati evolves into a modern
urban centre, embracing such forward-
looking initiatives will ensure that its de-
velopment is not only infrastructural but
also human-centric. The time has come
for Assam to look beyond conventional
boundaries and create spaces where its
youth can quite literally climb higher—
towards new horizons of possibility.

knowledge across multiple formats. Au-
thors must engage more actively with
readers through public discussions, ed-
ucational programmes, digital plat-
forms, and literary festivals. Booksellers
can transform their establishments into
cultural spaces where conversations,
workshops, exhibitions, and book
launches encourage regular public par-
ticipation. Private investment in pub-
lishing technology, professional editing,
digital marketing, metadata manage-
ment, and online distribution can signif-
icantly improve commercial
competitiveness. Collaboration rather
than competition among publishers,
booksellers, educational institutions,
technology companies, and literary or-
ganizations will become essential for
building a resilient publishing ecosys-
tem. Most importantly, society itself
must recognize that books are not ordi-
nary commercial products. They pre-
serve collective memory, strengthen
language, encourage critical thinking,
and shape informed citizenship. Every
thriving civilization has invested in its
publishing institutions because books
record knowledge that outlives genera-
tions. Assamese publishing therefore
carries responsibilities extending far be-
yond commercial success. Its future will
be determined by the collective choices
of writers who continue creating mean-
ingful literature, publishers who invest
in quality despite uncertainty, govern-
ments that recognize cultural industries
as public assets, educational institutions
that nurture lifelong readers, and citi-
zens who choose books despite the end-
less distractions of the digital age. The
present challenges are undoubtedly se-
rious, but they also provide an opportu-
nity to rebuild the industry on stronger,
more innovative, and more sustainable
foundations.

If Assamese publishing successfully
combines literary excellence with tech-
nological adaptation, professional stan-
dards, reader engagement, and
institutional support, it will not merely
survive the coming decades but emerge
as a dynamic force capable of preserv-
ing Assam’s cultural identity while ex-
panding its intellectual presence far
beyond regional boundaries.

ad accidents: Not individual negligence, but a

challenge to public health and good governance

By: Dr Satyavan Saurabh

fected countries by road accidents.

According to the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways, approxi-
mately 177,000 people died in road ac-
cidents in 2024. This number is no less
than that of any natural disaster or epi-
demic. Every day, hundreds of families
lose a loved one, thousands are perma-
nently disabled, and the country suf-
fers a loss of productive human
resources and billions of rupees in eco-
nomic losses. Therefore, limiting road
accidents solely to driver negligence,
speeding, or traffic violations is tanta-
mount to a complete failure of public
health, road infrastructure, law en-
forcement, emergency medical serv-
ices, and administrative coordination.

The issue of road safety is directly
linked to citizens’ right to life, guaran-
teed by Article 21 of the Indian Con-
stitution. If a citizen cannot even walk
safely on the road, it not only reflects
their individual negligence but also
questions the state’s responsibility and
the effectiveness of governance. The
Supreme Court has also directed gov-
ernments in numerous cases to ensure
safe road infrastructure, scientific road
construction, and effective monitoring.

Poor road engineering is a major
cause of most accidents in India. Black
spots, inadequate signage, broken
roads, unscientific curves, lack of
lighting, and a lack of safe pedestrian
access on many national and state
highways contribute to accidents. En-
croachment on sidewalks, illegal park-
ing, and  unplanned traffic
management in cities also increase the
risk of accidents. Neglecting quality
and safety standards during road con-
struction ultimately costs citizens their
lives.

Another important reason is the lack
of effective enforcement of laws. De-
spite the Motor Vehicles Act’s strin-
gent penalties, problems such as
speeding, drunk driving, not using hel-
mets and seat belts, and overloading
persist. In many places, enforcement
of traffic rules is limited only by the
presence of police. If monitoring sys-
tems are technology-based and trans-
parent, compliance with rules may
increase automatically.

Road accidents are also considered
a public health crisis because the lack
of timely medical care after an acci-
dent results in a large number of
deaths. Many lives can be saved if vic-
tims receive proper medical attention
during the Golden Hour, but in rural
and remote areas, the situation be-
comes critical due to a lack of ambu-
lance services, a lack of trauma
centers, and delays in reaching hospi-
tals. Lack of coordination between the
police and health departments often
impacts relief efforts.

Even at the administrative level,
road safety is a subject of fragmented
responsibility among multiple depart-

India is among the world’s most af-

ments. Road construction is handled
by one department, traffic control by
the police, health services are under
another department, and local bodies
have their own roles. This fragmented
system prevents the development of a
coordinated strategy for accident pre-
vention. Consequently, accountability
remains unclear.

To ensure road safety, it is essential
to ensure scientific and safe road engi-
neering. Safety audits should be
mandatory for every road project, and
accident-prone areas should be identi-
fied and remediated promptly. The
needs of pedestrians, cyclists, and the
disabled should also be integral to
road design.

Technology-based moni-

schools to universities. A culture of re-
sponsible driving should be developed
among citizens through public aware-
ness campaigns. Active participation
of parents, teachers, the media, and
civil society can play a vital role in this
direction.

Institutional reforms are also essen-
tial for long-term solutions. A coordi-
nated road safety framework should be
developed between the central and
state governments, with clear policy-
making, funding, monitoring, and ac-
countability. District-level road safety
committees should be given greater
authority and resources. Accident data

from the police, transport, and health
departments should be inte-
grated to create a reliable

toring systems should be The issue Of national database, en-
expanded to ensure traf- road safely is abling evidence-based
fic law enforcement. directly linked t policymaking.

Automated speed lreclly linked to If India is to

cameras, CCTV net-
works, artificial in-
telligence-based
traffic manage-
ment, and e-challan
systems will reduce
corruption and pro-
mote compliance.
Repeat offenders
need to be sus-
pended for licenses
and strict penalties
imposed.
Strengthening emer-
gency medical services

trauma centers should be
established at regular intervals
along national and state highways,
ambulance services should be ex-
panded, and all hospitals should be
mandated to provide immediate
treatment to accident victims. Effec-
tive implementation of “Good
Samaritan” guidelines is also essen-
tial, so that citizens who assist an in-
jured person are not deterred by fear
of legal consequences.

Road safety is not just a matter of
law, but also a question of social be-
havior. Road safety education should
be included in the curriculum, from

citizens’right to life,
guaranteed by Article
21 of the Indian Con-
stitution. If a citizen
cannot even walk

safely on the road, it
not only reflects their
individual negligence
but also questions the
states responsibility
nd the effectivenessgf,
is also crucial. Modern ofgovernance.

progress towards be-
coming a developed
nation, safe roads
are a primary pre-
requisite. Road ac-
cidents are not a
matter of fate or
coincidence, but in

most cases, are
preventable. The
need is to view

them not as mere in-
dividual errors, but as
a challenge to public
ealth and good gover-
nance. Only through safe
road infrastructure, strict
and transparent law enforce-
ment, modern emergency health serv-
ices, public awareness, and effective
administrative coordination can acci-
dents be significantly reduced. Until
the government makes road safety a
core development agenda, millions of
families will continue to suffer and the
country will suffer irreparable losses
every year. Safe roads are not just a
convenience, but a constitutional and
human right of every citizen.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD (Po-
litical Science), is a poet and social
thinker.)
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By: Jonathan O'Callaghan

t a cursory glance, Mercury
Amight well be the Solar Sys-

tem's dullest planet. Its barren
surface has few notable features, there
is no evidence of water in its past and
the planet's wispy atmosphere is tenu-
ous at best. The likelihood of life being
found amidst its scotched craters is
non-existent. Yet, look closer and Mer-
cury is a fascinating, improbable world
that is shrouded in mystery.

Planetary scientists remain flum-
moxed by the very existence of the
closest planet to our Sun. This peculiar
planet is tiny, 20 times less massive
than Earth and barely wider than Aus-
tralia. Yet Mercury is the second dens-
est planet in our Solar System after
Earth due to a large, metallic core that
accounts for the majority of its mass.

Mercury's orbit — hugging close to
our Sun — is also in a weird location
that astronomers can't quite explain.
All this ties together into one crucial
point — we have no idea how Mercury
formed. As far as we can tell, the planet
simply shouldn't exist.

"It's kind of embarrassing," says
Sean Raymond, an expert in planetary
formation and dynamics at the Univer-
sity of Bordeaux in France. "There's
some key subtlety that we're missing."

The mystery of where Mercury came
from, how it formed and why it looks
like it does today is one of the grandest
mysteries in the Solar System.

Some answers, however, might be
on the horizon. A joint European and
Japanese mission called BepiColombo
launched in 2018 and is currently on its
way to Mercury. The probe will be our
first visitor to the planet in more than a
decade. When it enters orbit in Novem-
ber 2026, after a thruster problem de-
layed its journey, one of its key goals
is to try and work exactly where Mer-
cury came from.

Working out how Mercury formed is
not just important for understanding
more about the origins of our own
Solar System, but also for studying
planets around other stars — exoplanets
—too.

"Mercury is probably the closest
planet that we have to an exoplanet",
due to its unusual formation, says
Saverio Cambioni, a planetary scientist
at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-

The planet that shouldn’t exist

nology in the US. "It's a fascinating
world."

Astronomers first realised something
was wrong with Mercury after Nasa's
Mariner 10 spacecraft flew past the
planet three times in 1974 and 1975,
which were humanity's first visits to
the Solar System's innermost world.
Those flybys provided initial gravity
measurements of the planet, providing
a glimpse inside Mercury for the first
time and revealing its bizarre innards.

Earth, Venus and Mars all have iron-
rich cores that make up about half of
their radius. On Earth, this is separated
into a solid inner core and liquid outer
core, which churns to produce our
world's protective magnetic field.
Above is the mantle and then the crust,
where we live.

Mercury is completely different.
Here the planet's core makes up about
85% of its radius, with only a thin
rocky mantle and crust on top. This is
what lies behind the planet's incredible
density, but why its structure ended up
like this isn't entirely clear. "The for-
mation of Mercury is a major prob-
lem," says Nicola Tosi, a planetary
scientist at the German Aerospace Cen-
tre in Berlin. "It's still unclear why
Mercury looks like it does."

A later mission to Mercury, Nasa's
Messenger mission that orbited the
world between 2011 and 2015, only
raised more questions. Orbiting just 36
million miles (60 million km) from the
Sun, temperatures during the day on
Mercury can reach highs of up to 430C
(800F) while at night they can plunge
as low as -180C (-290F).

Yet despite these extreme tempera-
tures, Messenger found that Mercury
had volatile elements such as potas-
sium and radioactive thorium on its
surface, which should have been boiled
away by the Sun's radiation long ago.
Complex molecules such as chlorine
and even water ice trapped in the
planet's shadowed polar craters, were
also revealed to be hiding on the
planet's surface.

Discoveries like this have added to
the idea that Mercury does not truly be-
long in its current home around the
Sun. Astronomers have long puzzled
over Mercury's position in the Solar
System, in a region where we don't
think a planet like Mercury could eas-
ily form.

We know that solar systems like ours
begin as a disk of dust and gas around
stars. Slowly, planets carve out gaps in
this disk, growing in stature as they
sweep up more material. But Mercury
is too far away from Venus for this to
make sense, based on models of how
the planets formed. No matter what pa-
rameters dynamicists tweak, they just
can't make Mercury as we see it today
work out. "It's a pain in the ass," says
Raymond. "You get zero Mercuries."

Astronomers have spent years refin-
ing models and testing ideas for how
Mercury might have formed, and there
are a few leading scenarios. One of the
most discussed is the idea that Mercury
was once much bigger, perhaps twice
its current bulk and nearly the size of
Mars. It may also have been orbiting
farther away from the Sun.

This is supported by the potassium
and thorium levels detected on Mer-
cury, which are much more similar to
those on Mars, a planet that formed fur-
ther from the Sun.

The theory is that at some point in its
first 10 million years of existence, this
proto-Mercury was hit by a massive
object, perhaps another Mars-sized
planet. The collision stripped the planet
of its outer layers — the crust and man-
tle — leaving just the dense iron-rich
core that forms most of the world we
see today.

This explanation is perhaps the one
most strongly favoured by astronomers
at present, says Alessandro Morbidelli,
a planetary dynamicist at the Cote
d'Azur Observatory in Nice, France.
"The general interpretation is that Mer-
cury suffered a giant impact that re-
moved most of the mantle," he says.

It would have needed to be a grazing
impact, so as not to destroy Mercury
completely. However, while impacts
were common in the early Solar Sys-
tem, stripping so much material from
Mercury would require a violent
smash-up at speeds of more than
224,000mph (100km/s) says Cambioni,
a scenario that is thought to be unlikely
because most objects would have been
moving around the Sun in similar di-
rections with similar speeds relative to
each other, like cars on a roundabout.

Such an impact should also have
stripped Mercury of its volatile ele-
ments, including thorium, making
Messenger's detection of them equally
puzzling. How would they have sur-
vived such an explosive event?

Even without an impact, it's not clear
how these elements could still be on Mer-
cury. "Something that close to the Sun
shouldn't be rich in volatiles," says David
Rothery, a planetary geoscientist at The
Open University in the UK who co-leads
BepiColombo's Mercury Imaging X-ray
Spectrometer (MIXS) instrument that
will study the planet's volatiles. "So did
Mercury begin farther out, or did the
things which aggregated to form Mercury
begin farther out?"

Maybe Mercury didn't suffer an im-
pact, but was the impactor itself, crash-
ing into another world — like Venus —
before ending up in its current position.
It's a promising idea because it might
be easier to strip off Mercury's mantle
in such a hit-and-run collision. "It's
easier to explain Mercury if it was the
impactor and not the impacted," says
Olivier Namur, a planetary geologist at
the Catholic University of Leuven in
Belgium.

It wouldn't have been the only
planet-sized cannonball rocketing
around the early Solar System. Our
own Moon is thought to have formed

Far smaller and closer to the Sun than
it should be, Mercury has long baffled
astronomers because it defies much of
what we know about planet formation.
A new space mission arriving in 2026
might solve the mystery

when a Mars-sized object called Theia
collided with the early Earth, carving
oft a huge chunk.

In any of the impact scenarios for Mer-
cury, it's not clear why the rocky debris
thrown into space wouldn't have fallen
back onto the planet or created its own
moons (Mercury has no moons).

One possibility might be a process
called collisional grinding, where the
ejected material from Mercury was
broken down to dust that was then
blown away by the barrage of the solar
wind. "Collisional grinding is the de-
bris itself grinding down into smaller
and smaller chunks," says Jennifer
Scora, a planetary formation expert at
the University of Toronto in Canada.
"You end up with a Mercury that is
smaller and also more dense." But the
rate of grinding required is high for this
to work, perhaps more than we expect
to happen, she says.

Another scenario is that there was no
giant impact at all, but instead Mercury
really did form from material nearer
the Sun that was more iron-rich. In this
situation, favoured by Anders Jo-
hansen, a planet formation expert at
both the University of Copenhagen in
Denmark and Lund University in Swe-
den, Mercury formed in a region of the
Solar System that was much hotter than
the other planets, with outbursts from
the young Sun essentially evaporating
most of the lighter dust at Mercury's
position and leaving only heavier iron-
rich material to coalesce together.
"Then you could form an iron-rich
planet," says Johansen.

Again there are problems. If this
were true, why would Mercury have
stopped growing at its present size,
rather than continuing to accumulate
iron-rich material? "There will be lots
of material around," says Johansen, so
it's unsure why we would have been
left with the small planet we see today.

Around other stars we do see evi-
dence for larger versions of Mercury,
known as Super Mercuries, iron-rich
dense planets more massive and bigger
than Earth but still with a large iron
core. The reason we haven't yet discov-
ered any planets the size of Mercury is
because they are simply too small to
spot against the glare and gravitational
heft of their host star.

Observations of other stars suggest
Super Mercuries might be quite com-
mon in our galaxy, says Cambioni, ac-
counting for perhaps 10 to 20% of all
planets out there. That's a bit of a prob-
lem because, like Mercury, we don't
know how they form — they are too big
to form via any collision scenario, for
example. "They are uncomfortably
common," says Cambioni.

There is another theory for how Mer-
cury came to be — one where the inner
planets didn't form where they are now,
but instead moved around a bit. In one
model of the Solar System, the inner
planets of Mercury, Venus, Earth and
Mars might have formed in two distinct
rings of material around the Sun. Earth
and Venus formed alongside Mercury
in the inner ring, before they "migrated

away and left Mercury behind", says
Raymond, because of its lower mass.

Modelling by Matt Clement, a plan-
etary dynamicist at the University of
Oxford in the UK, suggests the rocky
planets could have all formed much
closer to the Sun, within Mercury's cur-
rent orbit, before moving outwards.
"Mercury gets kicked out of the action
and runs out of material," he says. The
idea doesn't quite solve why Mercury
would have such a large core, unless it
moved into a region of the Solar Sys-
tem that was richer in iron, but it does
solve why the planet is the size it is and
its distance from Venus. "I think you
need migration," says Clement.

There are some more unusual ideas
too. What if Mercury isn't a rocky
planet per se, but the naked core of a
gas giant planet like Jupiter that had its
atmosphere ripped away? While such
an idea has been touted, Cambioni
thinks it is unlikely. "It is very hard to
remove the atmosphere of a Jupiter-
sized planet," he says, due to their im-
mense gravity.

All of this provides astronomers with
many clues but no consensus as to how
Mercury formed.

When the mission — it is in fact two
spacecraft operated by the European
Space Agency (Esa) and Japanese
Space Agency (Jaxa) joined together —
enters orbit around Mercury, the two
vessels will separate. They will then
use their instruments to map the com-
position of Mercury's surface while
also studying the planet's gravity and
weak magnetic field, among other ob-
servations.

"BepiColombo will perform addi-
tional measurements that can tell us
about the origin of the planet," says
Tosi. Of particular interest will be dis-
covering what the surface and the sub-
surface of the planet are made of.
"Knowing that composition places
constraints on the formation of the
planet," says Tosi.

If Mercury was once much larger but
was then stripped away, it should have
created a temporarily molten mantle, a
vast ocean of magma that we could see
evidence of today. "This solidifies in a
certain way," says Tosi, evidence of
which BepiColombo can look for.

Early images beamed back by the
spacecraft as it made a flyby of Mer-
cury earlier this year have yet to reveal
evidence of this ancient magma ocean.
But they have shown a planet surface
scarred with impact craters and
streaked from ancient lava flows. The
remnants of a lava flood from a bout
3.7 billion years ago could also be
seen, where it had hardened into large
expanses of "smooth" surface and
filled in older craters. Although much
more recent than the magma ocean that
might have existed, distinctive wrin-
kles in the smooth surface indicate that
the plant has since been contracting
dramatically as it has cooled down over
billions of years.

The spacecraft's gravity measure-
ments, tracking how much the planet
deforms in response to the Sun's grav-
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ity by bouncing a laser off its surface,
should also give scientists a better un-
derstanding of the structure of the core,
another important piece in the planet's
history. "Knowing the composition of
the core will also help to reconstruct
where Mercury comes from," says
osi.

BepiColombo should also reveal
more about the volatile elements on
Mercury, which remain confusing. "We
know Mercury is rich in volatiles but
we don't know what all the volatiles
are," says Rothery.

It could also help to solve other mys-
teries about mercury — such as why its
crater-splattered surface is so dark. The
planet only reflects around two-thirds
as much light as the Earth's Moon, sug-
gesting there may be a layer of dark
material such as graphite blanketing
the surface.

To truly understand the origin of
Mercury, however, scientists dream of
one day landing on the planet — some-
thing that was originally part of the
BepiColombo proposal but scrapped
early-on due to cost and complexity —
and maybe even returning samples to
Earth. "What we really want is a sam-
ple of Mercury," says Rothery, which
would allow us to pick apart exactly
what the planet is made of.

No such mission is planned for the
foreseeable future but there have been
some proposals. In lieu of a lander,
"our best hope is to find a meteorite
that originated from Mercury", says
Rothery, something that is not beyond
the realms of possibility. Hundreds of
meteorites from Mars have been found
on Earth, but none definitively from
Mercury (or Venus, for that matter).

There has been a suggestion that a
rare class of meteorites on Earth, called
aubrites, are pieces of the supposed
proto-Mercury, the larger initial planet
that was hit by another body. The idea
remains "wild speculation" says Mor-
bidelli, but alluring nonetheless be-
cause of their similar chemistry and
mineralogy to what we think proto-
Mercury would have looked like.

Camille Cartier, a petrologist at the
University of Lorraine in France, is
leading a study of aubrites to investi-
gate this possibility over the next cou-
ple of years. "We have a super
collection" of aubrite meteorites, she
says, with her team collecting samples
from about 20 different aubrites. Now
they will study them in a laboratory to
investigate whether they truly are
pieces of Mercury.

"We should have strong evidence in
favour or not of this hypothesis," says
Cartier.

At stake for understanding Mercury's
formation is getting to grips with planet
formation itself. Was the planet just a
complete fluke, the result of a chance
high-speed collision in our Solar Sys-
tem, or something more ubiquitous?
"Maybe Mercury is not such a rare ob-
ject and is a natural result of planet for-
mation," says Tosi.

For now the puzzle of Mercury's ori-
gin endures. Why do we have this
weirdly small and super-metallic planet
in our Solar System, and do other stars
have Mercuries too?

On its surface Mercury might be a
pockmarked grey world devoid of obvi-
ous interest, but deep down this enig-
matic world might just be one of the most
fascinating places in the Solar System.

"It's possible Mercury is just an un-
likely planet," says Scora, one that in
most timelines simply shouldn't exist —
but in ours it does. (Courtesy: BBC)

Why science and engineering need to remind students of forgoten lessons from history

By: Muhammad H. Zaman

ately, there has been a lot of dis-
I cussion highlighting the need
for incorporating social sci-
ences in STEM (science, technology,
engineering and mathematics) disci-
plines in order to foster creativity, in-
crease empathy and create a better
understanding of the human condition
among scientists.
Unfortunately, however, all this talk
hasn’t changed the reality on the ground.
As a researcher and teacher in bio-
medical engineering, looking at the fun-
damental functions of the human body,
I feel that we in engineering (as well as
other sciences) have done a disservice to
our students. We have failed to connect
them to the history of science through
stories of scientists.
Our students, these days, have little
knowledge about the giants on whose

proved our quality of life.

shoulders we all stand.

And yet there is strong evidence that
students are more likely to develop an
interest in science and pursue science
education when engaged through narra-
tives that tell a story.

Research also shows that such stories
enable students in STEM disciplines to
better understand and apply their class-
room knowledge in real-world settings.

Missing piece in science learning

In one of my engineering classes, [
discuss how fluids, such as air and
blood, flow in the human body. These
processes are critical to our health and
well-being.

As I do that, I also discuss the associ-
ated discoveries made by many leading
scientists. The seminal work of scien-
tists such as Joseph Fourier, Daniel
Bernoulli and Isaac Newton has trans-
formed our world and tremendously im-

However, beyond the most famous
anecdote about the falling apple leading
to the discovery of gravity, I find that
students in my class know little about
Newton’s contributions. While students
in my class may have a rich understand-
ing of the Fourier transform (a funda-
mental mathematical relationship that
forms the basis of modern electrical en-
gineering), they literally know nothing
about who Fourier was.

Research suggests that context and
history play a strong role in connecting
science and engineering theory with
practice.

But despite studies highlighting the
importance of storytelling and historical
case study approaches, impersonal Pow-
erPoint presentations dominate class-
rooms. Historical perspectives and rich
stories are missing in such presenta-
tions.

Why it matters

As educators, we face tremendous
pressures to pack technical materials
into our courses. So why should we in-
clude history in our lesson plans?

First, history provides a compelling
perspective on the process of scientific
discovery. We have known through re-
search that historical references can
help students clear up common mis-
conceptions about scientific topics,
ranging from planetary motion to evo-
lution.

Looking at the story of science over
centuries enables students to under-
stand that research and discovery are
continuous processes. They can then
see that the laws and the equations that
they use to solve problems were dis-
covered through long and sometimes
painful processes.
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The findings they arrive at today, in

other words, are the fruits of the hard
work of real people who lived in real so-
cieties and had complex lives, just like
the rest of us.

Second, a sense of history teaches stu-
dents the all-important value of failure
in science. It also highlights the persist-
ence of the scientists who continued to
push against the odds.

Recent research suggests that by dis-
cussing the struggles and failures of sci-
entists, teachers are able to motivate
students. Indeed, the discussion of strug-
gles, obstacles, failures and persistence
can lead to significant academic im-
provement of students, particularly for
those who may be facing personal or fi-
nancial difficulties or feeling discour-

aged by previous instructors and men-
tors.

Learning from history

This dose of inspiration is particularly
valuable for STEM students who face
barriers in their academic work, either
due to lack of financial resources or due
to their gender or race.

The stories of past scientists are a re-
minder to them that history is an oppor-
tunity. Not all great discoveries were
made by people who were at the very
top of the socioeconomic pyramid.

Connected to the process of discov-
ery and innovation is the fundamental
notion of the multidisciplinary ap-
proach.

Students need to understand that this
approach is not a creation of the 21st

century. People have used the multidis-
ciplinary tools of their time for hundreds
of years. Johannes Gutenberg, for exam-
ple, combined the flexibility of a coin
punch with the mechanical strength of
the wine press to invent the printing
press, which created a profound global
impact in disseminating knowledge.

Finally, a fundamental goal of modern
engineering education is to create so-
cially conscious engineering practition-
ers who have a strong sense of ethics.

Following an engineering education,
individuals could go on to develop med-
ical technology for resource-constrained
settings, or work on stem cells or ge-
netic engineering. The importance of
ethics in any of these areas cannot be
underestimated.

Case studies and history could be im-
mensely valuable in teaching ethics.
History provides strong evidence of how
the environment around scientists was
equally important in shaping their lives
and discoveries. Lessons from history
could provide insights into how to make
ethical choices related to technology or
engineering principles.

History, heritage and a holistic view
of learning

The goal, in the end, is not to compro-
mise on the rigor, or to focus exclusively
on history and personalities, but to make
the material more accessible through
story-telling and connection with our
common heritage.

By making students realize that they
are part of a grand tradition of learning,
success and failure, we might find that
the goals of retention, inspiration, access
and rich engagement with the material
are closer than we realize. (Courtesy:
The Conversation)
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‘The Centre didn't handle the sztuatzon carefully, and it impacted the future of several students’

MUMBAI, July 18: NCP (SP)
chief Sharad Pawar, Shiv Sena
(UBT) president Uddhav Thack-
eray and other opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi leaders on Saturday
criticised the Centre over its “irre-
sponsible” and “shameful” han-
dling of activist  Sonam
Wangchuk’s agitation, saying the
action amounted to suppression of
democratic dissent.

Wangchuk had been on an indef-
inite hunger strike in Delhi since
June 28 in support of the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP)-led protest
over alleged irregularities in the
NEET examination and the alleged
deaths of students linked to the
controversy.

Delhi Police on Saturday shifted
Wangchuk to Safdarjung Hospital
from the Jantar Mantar protest site
after his health deteriorated on the
21st day of his indefinite hunger
strike, citing medical advice and
directions of the Delhi High Court

MVA allies Congress, NCP (SP)
and Shiv Sena (UBT) slammed the
Union government over the action.

Speaking to reporters in Bara-

Govt has right to reconstitute Waqf Board in
accordance with law: Minister Samsudheen

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, July
18: Kerala General Education Minister
N Samsudheen on Saturday said that the
new UDF government has the right to
reconstitute the State Waqf Board ap-
pointed by the previous LDF adminis-
tration and the same will be done in due

course in accordance with law.

Speaking to reporters, Samsudheen
claimed that there are “irregularities”
in the appointments made to the State
Wagqf Board by the previous Left gov-

ernment.

With regard to the state’s stand in the
Kerala High Court on the matter, the
minister said that the Advocate General
sought dismissal of the four petitions
that were challenging the constitution of

the Board for various reasons.

Samsudheen, a senior member of the
Indian Union Muslim League (IUML)
said that the government’s stand has
been that it will make changes to the

Board if the court directs.

Once the court’s decision comes, the
government will act accordingly, he

mati, NCP (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar asserted that while the gov-
ernment moved to hospitalise
Wangchuk as the situation became
“uncontrollable”, the protest would
continue regardless of the action
against the activist.

“The Centre didn’t handle the
situation carefully, and it impacted
the future of several students. The
government remained a bystander
as other political parties came to
support him (Wangchuk). Leaders
from Congress, NCP (SP), includ-
ing Supriya Sule and many others,
paid a visit there (Jantar Mantar)

said.

Muslims in the Board.

He also said that if religious leaders,
scholars or organisations have any con-
cerns on the issue, the government’s
stand will be conveyed to them.

Senior [IUML leader P M A Salam had
on Friday claimed that the UDF govern-
ment did not inform the High Court that
it will include non-Muslims in the state

Complaints on quality of seeds, fertilisers
and pesticides to be probed: Bharane

B QUALITY SEEDS
' BETTER YIELD

MUMBAL July 18: Maharashtra
Agriculture Minister Dattatray
Bharane on Saturday said com-
plaints related to the quality of
seeds, fertilisers and pesticides will
now be investigated and resolved
within seven days as the state gov-
ernment has revamped taluka-
level grievance redressal
committees to ensure faster and
transparent action.

A Government Resolution (GR)
issued by the Agriculture Depart-
ment has reconstituted the commit-
tees, making it mandatory for them
to conduct field inspections within

a week of receiving a complaint
and submit a final report.

“Ensuring the availability of
quality agricultural inputs to farm-
ers is the state’s top priority and the
revised mechanism is aimed at
providing quick justice to farmers
during the ongoing Kharif season.
Complaints are often received re-
garding poor seed germination and
the quality of fertilisers and pesti-
cides,” Bharane said.

Under the revised structure, the
committee will be headed by the
Taluka Agriculture Officer and in-
clude representatives from an agri-
cultural university, agricultural
research centre or Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Mahabeej, and other agri-
culture department officials to en-
sure technically sound and
objective inspections.

Bharane said representatives of
the concerned company and the re-
tailer will be required to remain
present during the inspection. Pur-
chase receipts submitted by farm-
ers will be verified, a panchnama
prepared in the prescribed format,
and samples from the concerned
seed lot will be sent to a notified
laboratory for testing. (PT])

The minister also made it clear that
the government did not say anything in
the High Court about including non-

and raised a common demand,” the
veteran politician said.

Pawar said the demand was gen-
uine and was for the betterment of
the students, but none of the leaders
from the government, despite being
in Delhi, visited the protest site.

“It means that the government is
irresponsible. This issue will not
end here, as the Parliament session
is scheduled to begin, it will be dis-
cussed there too,” he said, adding
that the protest will continue de-
spite action against Wangchuk.

Talking to reporters in Nagpur
ahead of his party’s ‘Ram Raksha’

move.

tended.

its permission.

Supreme Court. (PTI)

Wagqf Board and made it clear that his
party was not in favour of any such

He had also said that people of one re-
ligion should not interfere in the reli-
gious matters of another community.

“Muslims cannot be appointed in the
Devaswom Boards, people of other reli-
gions cannot be included in church ad-
ministration and just like that inclusion
of non-Muslims in the Waqf Board is not
right. That has been and continues to be
the stand of the IUML,” he had con-

The remarks come in the wake of a
Kerala High Court interim order of July
15 restraining the State Waqf Board
from taking any major decision without

The High Court had observed that
section 14 of the United Waqf Manage-
ment, Empowerment, Efficiency and
Development Act, which mandates the
inclusion of non-Muslim members on
the Board, has not been stayed by the

programme, Uddhav Thackeray
said the government does not value
the life of citizens, and urged the
Centre to talk to the protesting
youth.

“It is shameful how Wangchuk
was removed from Jantar Mantar.
Wangchuk is on the verge of sacri-
ficing is life and several youth are
on hunger strike but the BJP gov-
ernment does not care about the
lives of citizens or the youth,” he
said. The government, which can-
not conduct exams like NEET
properly, must say how many
youths have to sacrifice their lives
before Union education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan resigns, the
former Maharashtra chief minister
added.

On the police citing medical ad-
vice and directions of the Delhi
High Court to remove Wangchuk,
the Shiv Sena (UBT) chief said po-
lice should show these orders.

In a post on X, Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Aaditya Thackeray said,
“What a shame! The world watches
democracy in India being broken by
force, shamelessly.” (PTI)

‘Babua wakes up at noon, hits gym in evening, no
time for people’: Adityanath’s swipe at Akhllesh

BULANDSHAHR (UP), July 18:
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday took an
apparent jibe at Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav without
naming him, questioning his daily
routine when he was the chief min-
ister of the state.

He also said that Akhilesh never
had the time to meet the people
and think about them, claiming
that the SP chief lacked a vision for
youths and farmers.

Adityanath made these remarks
while addressing a gathering in
Bulandshahr, where he inaugu-
rated and laid foundation stones of
57 development projects worth
over X 574 crore.

“The entire nation is benefiting
from the guidance and leadership
of Narendra Modi ji. Under his
guidance and leadership, we are
moving forward on this journey
that embraces both heritage and
development. However, the situa-
tion was quite different before
2017,” he said.

“Back then, ‘Babua’ would
wake up at noon and would get
ready by 2 pm. By 5 pm, it was
time for the gym, and after that he
would settle into his own social
gatherings,” Adityanath said while

Adityanath meets slain
Dalit student’s family,
assures strict action

GHAZIABAD (UP), July 18: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on Saturday met the family of

Dalit student Lalita Gautam, who was murdered in

Meerut, and assured them of government support and
strict action against the culprits.

Meeting the family at the PWD Guest House in
Ghaziabad, Adityanath expressed grief over the incident
and said no effort would be spared to ensure justice, ac-
cording to a government statement.

He directed that strict legal action be taken against
every person involved in the crime and ordered action
against any officer or personnel found negligent at any
stage of the investigation.

The chief minister also instructed police officials to

cretionary Fund.

pursue the case effectively to ensure the strictest pun-
ishment for the accused.

As immediate relief, Adityanath announced financial
assistance of Rs 5 lakh from the Chief Minister’s Dis-

He also directed officials to provide a house for the
victim’s father and another eligible family member
under the Mukhayamantri Awas Yojana.

The chief minister further instructed officials to ex-
tend benefits under all eligible government welfare
schemes, including the Ayushman Bharat Yojana and the

ration card system on a priority basis. (P71)

Will join NC protest if Article 370 restoration,
lifting ban on Jamaat added to agenda: PDP

SRINAGAR, July 18: Laying
down its condition to join the
protest scheduled by the National
Conference in Delhi on July 20
seeking restoration of statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir, the Peoples
Democratic Party on Saturday said
restoration of Article 370, release
of political prisoners and lifting the
ban on Jamaat-e-Islami should also
be included in the agenda.

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti
said that after discussing the issue,
the party does not seem it fit to join
the protest exclusively for the de-
mand of statehood.

“After careful consideration and
deliberations with my senior col-
leagues, I have come to the conclu-
sion that it would not be fit for us
to participate in a protest whose
raison d’etre is solely and exclu-
sively the demand for statehood,”
she said.

The PDP will join the Jantar
Mantar protest only if the restora-
tion of Article 370, the release of
political prisoners, and the lifting
of the ban on Jamaat are central to
its agenda, Mehbooba said in a let-
ter to National Conference presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah.

‘New India’ won’t accept colonial mindset,
learn to respect India’s traditions: UP CM

SAMBHAL (UP), July 18: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said on Saturday that
“New India” would neither live
with nor accept a “colonial mind-
set,” asserting that those living in
the country must respect India’s
traditions and culture.

Addressing a public event in
western Uttar Pradesh’s Sambhal
district after inaugurating and lay-
ing the foundation stones for devel-
opment projects worth around Rs
550 crore, Adityanath said, “Those
who belong to India must rise
above caste, creed and religion.
The New India will neither live
with nor accept a colonial mindset.
If you want to live in India, learn to
respect India’s traditions and cul-
ture.”

He said those who tamper with
the country’s faith and heritage will
pay the price, and the Bharatiya
Janata Party government will never
accept such actions.

Referring to Sambhal’s historical
and religious significance, the chief
minister said the district was the

“sacred land of Lord Vishnu” and
alleged that invaders not only
looted wealth but also attacked
India’s religion and culture.

“The sins committed 500 years
ago forced some people to leave
their homes, many were killed, and
pilgrimage sites were desecrated,”
he said.

Claiming that the BJP govern-
ment was restoring the region’s
heritage, Adityanath said work had
begun to revive ancient pilgrimage
sites and that funds had been sanc-
tioned for the 24-Kosi Parikrama.

“No one will now be able to
tamper with this heritage. We have

sanctioned funds and taken for-
ward the work related to the 24-
Kosi Parikrama,” he said.

The chief minister said the gov-
ernment will establish a Provincial
Armed Constabulary (PAC) battal-
ion and an integrated city head-
quarters in Sambhal, in addition to
improving road connectivity, in-
cluding links with the Ganga Ex-
pressway.

Targeting previous governments,
Adityanath alleged that the Con-
gress and the Samajwadi Party had
ignored the poor and allowed cor-
ruption to flourish.

He said the BJP governments en-
sured that welfare benefits reached
beneficiaries directly without dis-
crimination.

“Has anyone ever been denied
the benefits of government
schemes because they did not vote
for the BJP? Never. Everyone has
received them because our mantra
is ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’,” he
said. The chief minister claimed
that law and order had improved
significantly in Uttar Pradesh. (PT1)

“Protesting in unison solely for
statehood would only legitimise
and sanitise the illegal act of re-
voking Jammu and Kashmir’s spe-
cial status and could be viewed as
a direct endorsement of August 5,
the darkest day in our collective
history,” Mehbooba wrote in the
two-page letter.

Abdullah has invited leaders
from across Jammu and Kashmir’s
political spectrum to join the Na-
tional Conference-led protest at
Jantar Mantar on the first day of
the Monsoon session of Parliament
to press for its demand for state-
hood restoration.

Mehbooba said it would be “a
grave injustice, a disservice, and a
sheer betrayal” to reduce the aspi-
rations of the people of Jammu and

Kashmir to the “petty, myopic,
short-sighted, and detrimental de-
mand for statehood alone”.

“Demanding anything short of
it (special status) would amount
to a shameful surrender of our
rights and dignity, an unforgiv-
able footnote that will condemn
each one of us in the annals of
Jammu and Kashmir’s history,”
she said.

The PDP chief said this “half-
hearted” demand echoes and legit-
imises the BJP’s “odious narrative
of relegating Article 370 to the
back burner”.

She said the overwhelming
mandate given by people to the
National Conference was not
merely to help restore statehood.

“Had that been the case, the BJP
and its proxies would have enjoyed
far greater electoral success,” she
added.

Mehbooba said that although
there has been no response to her
earlier initiative for an all-party
front on the lines of the Ladakh
movement, she reiterates her re-
quest to Farooq Abdullah and
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
take the lead in this regard. (PT1)

apparently referring to Akhilesh
Yadav.

The BJP leader further said that
Akhilesh rarely gave time to the
people and claimed that he has
been losing elections because
“Lord Ram has ensured he remains
out of power”.

“Where was the time for the
public? Where was the time to
meet the people? He had no vision
for the youth, the poor, women, the
farmers who feed the nation, or the
traders and entrepreneurs. He did
nothing in the past, and Lord Ram
has ensured that he is no longer in
a position to do anything in the fu-
ture either,” he said.

Adityanath said that the previ-

ous SP government had failed to
providing free ration and LPG con-
nections to the people, which the
BJP government was doing.

“But they did not provide it. The
benefits of the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana or the Mukhya
Mantri Awas Yojana, which the
poor are receiving now, could have
been provided earlier, yet they
were not. The health insurance cov-
erage worth lakhs of rupees which
young people and poor families
should have received under Ayush-
man Bharat or the Mukhya Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana could have been
provided prior to 2017, but the
Samajwadi Party or the Congress
never did so,” he said. (PT])

Parliament gears up for
turbulent Monsoon session

NEW DELHI July 18: The government and the opposmon are gear-
ing up for another stormy session of Parliament from Monday with
several crucial bills likely to be taken up, including the earlier-defeated
Constitution Amendment Bill on delimitation though it is not yet listed

in the legislative agenda.

The new session, with changed political equations following frac-
tures in the opposition ranks, will open in the shadow of several raging
issues like the planned march to Parliament by the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) on Monday and the row over the alleged embezzlement of
donations at the Ram temple in Ayodhya.

Both issues have been used by the opposition to target the govern-
ment, which, according to sources, is also likely to be in a “combative
mode” and its “priority” would be the passage of bills during the Mon-

soon Session.

The CJP, which has been holding a sit-in at Jantar Mantar, barely 2-
3 km from the Parliament House, on Saturday escalated its protest for
the resignation of Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan over
the alleged NEET paper leak after police interrupted activist Sonam
Wangchuk’s 21-day hunger strike and shifted him to a hospital.

The stage for confrontation on the delimitation-women reservation
agenda was set this week after Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge
wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi for an all-party meeting.

With BJP-led NDA strategists actively working to shore up a two-
thirds majority required to pass the Constitution Amendment Bill to
implement women'’s reservation and delimitation of constituencies, the
principal opposition Congress is planning to mount a counter-offen-

sive.

Although the Congress is confident that INDIA-bloc parties will con-
tinue to oppose the bill, several opposition parties, including NCP-SP
and Shiv Sena (UBT), have already indicated they are open to the gov-
ernment move should adequate safeguards for states be incorporated

in the draft law.

Even the DMK, which strongly opposed the Constitution 131st
amendment bill defeated in the special session in April, has said that it
will react to the new draft after reviewing it. The party has parted ways
with the Congress and has sought a separate seating arrangement.

There are, however, other changes in the political dynamics, espe-
cially after the rout of INDIA bloc’s regional anchors in the last round

of assembly polls.

The government is determined to make one more bid at piloting and
passing the Constitution 131st Amendment Bill 2026, convinced that
the opposition is in disarray. Its strength is bolstered by 20 TMC Lok
Sabha MPs and 6 SSS-UBT MPs breaking away from their parent par-
ties to support the NDA in Lok Sabha.

The bill, which was defeated in the last session, seeks to reserve 33
per cent seats for women in Lok Sabha and state assemblies by the
2029 general elections by conducting a delimitation of Lok Sabha seats
and raising the house’s strength to accommodate more women.

All eyes are also on Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, who has to decide
on the issue of 20 TMC MPs merging with the Nationalist Citizens
Party of India and forming a separate bloc from the Mamata Banerjee-

led party in the lower house. (PT1)

The corridor is wedged between three international borders

Amit Shah reviews border
security at BSF post near Siliguri

SILIGURI (WB), July 18:
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
on Saturday reviewed security
arrangements along the border
fencing in the sensitive national
boundaries in north Bengal and
inaugurated development projects
valued at ¥ 77.06 crore for the
BSF.

Shah had reached the Seema
Chowki or the base of the BSF’s
18th Battalion in the Jumagachh
area of Fulbari border outpost in
the fringes of the north Bengal
town of Siliguri where he inter-
acted with the paramilitary per-
sonnel, visited a watch tower
next to the fences and planted a
sapling, according to an official
statement.

The Union minister, who ar-
rived on Friday evening in Bag-
dogra on a three-day visit to the
state — his second in the current
month -- attended the Prahari
Sammelan of the BSF. He was

accompanied at the base by chief
minister Suvendu Adhikari.

Senior bureaucrats and police
officials, including chief secre-
tary Manoj Kumar Agarwal,
home secretary Sanghamitra
Ghosh, BSF DG Praveen Kumar,
NIA DG Rakesh Agarwal, and
state DGP Siddh Nath Gupta
were present at the base.

Shah’s visit assumed added
significance in the wake of in-
creased focus on security provi-
sions at the ‘chicken’s neck’,
formally known as the Siliguri
Corridor, a vital 17-22 kilometre
wide land strip which serves as
the only terrestrial link between
mainland India and its eight north
eastern states and is of critical
importance to border security.

The corridor is wedged be-
tween three international borders
— Nepal to the north, Bangladesh
to the south, and Bhutan to the
northeast.

Recently, the newly-elected

Suvendu Adhikari government in
the state transferred 120 acres of
land to the BSF for border fenc-
ing in the region and handed over
the management of seven crucial
highways in this area, previously
managed under the National
Highways wing of the state’s
Public Works Department
(PWD), to the Centre.

Shah is scheduled to chair a
host of meetings on border man-
agement and other administrative
issues, including the implementa-
tion of the new criminal laws in
the state and birth and death reg-
istration later in the day at Ut-
tarkanya, the North Bengal
branch of the state secretariat.

He is scheduled to reach
Kolkata on Saturday evening
and will attend multiple pro-
grammes the next day, besides
chairing a high-level meeting
over the law and order situation
in the state. (PTI)
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Transparent recruitment has restored Fresh floods, landslides hit

youth’s faith i in govt Mizoram CM

AIZAWL, July 18: Mizoram
Chief Minister Lalduhoma on Sat-
urday said transparent and merit-
based recruitment has restored the
confidence of the state’s youth in
the government, asserting that pub-
lic service should be entrusted only
to deserving candidates.

Addressing the passing-out pa-
rade of the 70th batch of police
constables at the Police Training
School (PTS) in Thenzawl in Ser-
chhip district, he said all 275 re-
cruits ~ had  secured their
appointments solely on merit
through a fair and competitive re-
cruitment process, without politi-
cal influence or favouritism.

“The government’s recruitment
policy is guided by the principle of
‘Equality for All’. We expect qual-
ified personnel to deliver quality
service to the people, and the gov-
ernment will fearlessly reject un-
qualified candidates,” Lalduhoma
said.

He said the performance of serv-
ing personnel would also be regu-
larly reviewed to ensure efficiency
and accountability.

Emphasising the role of the po-
lice in maintaining peace and pub-
lic confidence, the CM said an
efficient and professional police
force is essential for a peaceful so-
ciety.

NIA arrests 2 more accused in connection
with kllllng of six Naga civilians

IMPHAL, July 18: A team of se-
curity officials led by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) on
Saturday arrested two more per-
sons for their alleged involvement
in the killing of six Naga civilians
in Manipur’s Kangpokpi district, a
police statement said.

Following investigation in the
abduction and killing of six Naga
individuals, a joint team of NIA,
Manipur Police and CRPF arrested
the two accused, it said.

Tripura gout committed to
building technology-driven,
people-friendly police force: CM

The arrested persons have been
identified as Lungoulal Vaiphei, a
resident of Leilon Vaiphei village
and Lunminthang Sitlhou alias
Jack, a resident of Molhoi Village
in the Kuki-majority Kangpokpi
district, police said. Further efforts
are on to arrest other individuals
connected with the case, it said.

The six Naga civilians were ab-
ducted by armed men on May 13
from Leilon Vaiphei in Kangpokpi
district. Their bodies were recovered
from the vicinity of Leilon Vaiphei
village on June 10, triggering
protests by Naga and Meitei com-
munities demanding arrests of the
perpetrators.

Following the recovery of the
bodies, Naga groups launched an
economic blockade on all routes to
Kangpokpi district, leading to a
surge in the prices of essential
commodities in the Kuki Zo ma-
jority district. (PTI)

“The conduct and quality of
service of police personnel en-
hance the image of the state, reas-
sure the public and strengthen
people’s trust in the government,”
he said.

Lalduhoma urged the newly in-
ducted constables to uphold justice
impartially, enforce the law with-
out bias and maintain the highest
standards of integrity, saying the
government’s guiding principle is
the establishment of justice and the
rule of law.

He also cautioned the recruits
against alcohol abuse, recalling
that the police department had lost
personnel in the past due to alco-
holism. He said the government
would continue modernising the
police force to deal with emerging
forms of crime.

Home Minister K Sapdanga,
DGP Sharad Agarwal and other
senior police officials attended the
ceremony.

The graduating batch comprised
275 constables, including 26
women. Of them, 198 were in-
ducted into the Armed Branch, 51
into the Unarmed Branch, eight
into the Mechanical Branch, while
18 were recruited on compassion-
ate grounds. (PT])

two Arunachal districts

ITANAGAR, July 18: Fresh
floods and landslides have been re-
ported from East Siang and Kamle
districts of Arunachal Pradesh,
with the IMD forecasting heavy to
very heavy rainfall on Sunday in
parts of the state, officials said.

According to the State Disaster
Management Department’s daily
report on Saturday evening, East
Siang and Kamle witnessed fresh
rain-triggered floods and land-
slides during the past 24 hours.

In Lower Dibang Valley district,
some workers were reportedly
stranded at Diphu Nallah under
Koronu circle on Saturday, after
the water level rose, it said.

Rescue teams from the district
police and the SDRF attempted to
reach them, but were forced to sus-
pend the operation due to strong
currents. The rescue operation is
scheduled to resume on Sunday,
the report said.

The ongoing spell of floods and
landslides has so far claimed seven
lives in the northeastern state, in-
jured 29 people and affected
1,49,257 others, officials said.

A total of 26 dlstrlcts 328 cir-
cles and 576 villages have been af-
fected by the monsoon fury, they
said.

In East Siang district, flash
floods affected five circles, cov-
ering 25 villages in the last 24
hours, while in Kamle, floods
and landslides lashed Raga and
Dollungmukh circles, impacting
five villages, according to the re-
port.

Upper Siang continues to be the
worst-affected district with 49,523
people impacted so far, followed
by East Siang (35,500), Siang

Nagaland Police announces reward
for mformatlon on |[ED blast

KOHIMA, July 18: Nagaland Po-
lice has announced a cash reward
of ¥ 50,000 for credible informa-
tion leading to the identification
and arrest of those responsible for
the July 13 IED blast in Chu-
moukedima district.

An Assam Rifles jawan was
killed, and five others -- four secu-
rity personnel and a civilian --
were injured in a suspected impro-
vised explosive device (IED) blast
along Chiimoukedima (A) village—
Shokhuvi road in Nagaland’s Chii-
moukedima district on July 13.

A public notice issued by Com-
missioner of Police Dimapur, Aotula
T Imchen, said the Dimapur Police
Commissionerate is carrying out an
intensive investigation to identify
and apprehend all persons involved
in planning, facilitating, executing or
aiding what it described as a
“heinous terrorist act.”

Khandu hails India’s first
private orbital rocket launch

The reward would be granted
for credible information leading to:
identification or arrest of the per-
petrators or their associates; iden-
tification of persons involved in
planning, financing, harbouring,
transporting or facilitating the of-
fence; recovery of explosives, ex-
plosive components, weapons,
communication devices, vehicles
or any other incriminating material

connected with the case; and dis-
covery of any hideout, safe house
or logistical support network
linked to the offenders.

Police have appealed to mem-
bers of the public to share any in-
formation related to the case,
however, insignificant it may ap-
pear, by contacting 7085055003 or
7085055011, both of which are
also available on WhatsApp. (PT])

(25,365), Kra Daadi (13,731),
Upper Subansiri (9,550), East Ka-
meng (6,786), Namsai (2,657) and
Anjaw (1,011), it said.

Around 806 houses have been
damaged across the state in the on-
going monsoon deluge, the offi-
cials said.

The cumulative loss to agricul-
ture and horticulture has risen to
733.36  hectares, comprising
312.86 hectares of agricultural
land and 420.5 hectares of horti-
culture plantations, they said.

Impact to infrastructure also re-
mained extensive, with 192 roads,

32 bridges, 30 culverts, 265 water
supply facilities, 156 power lines
and 224 electric poles damaged.

Government buildings, schools,
hostels, hospitals, retaining walls,
flood  protection  structures,
drainage systems and other public
assets have also suffered damage,
the report added.

Meanwhile, the IMD forecast
heavy to very heavy rainfall ac-
companied by thunderstorms and
lightning at isolated places across
Arunachal Pradesh on Sunday.

An alert has been issued for
Papum Pare and East Kameng dis-
tricts, where very heavy rainfall of
12-20 cm is likely at some places,
while Anjaw is expected to receive
heavy rainfall of 6-11 cm.

The weather office has warned
that the continuing rain may trig-
ger localised flooding, waterlog-
ging, landslides, traffic disruptions
and damage to vulnerable infra-
structure. It also cautioned against
overflowing rivers and streams, in-
undation of agricultural fields, and
accidents caused by slippery roads
and submerged stretches. (P71)

Adolescent labourer rescued from road
construction site in Dibang Valley

HT Correspondent
ANINI, July 18: An adolescent

labourer was rescued from a
road construction site along
NH-313 at Etalin in Arunachal
Pradesh’s Dibang Valley district
during a joint operation by the
authorities on Saturday.

The rescued boy, aged 15, is a
resident of Dajo village in Un-
akoti district of Tripura.

Officials said he was found
working at the construction site
of the VVP PMGSY Road proj-
ect in violation of the Child and
Adolescent Labour (Prohibition
and Regulation) Act, 1986, as
amended.

According to the authorities,
the child had allegedly been em-
ployed by Anil Basumatary,
who was working under a sub-
contractor engaged in the execu-
tion of the project.

Following the rescue, the

Two Kohima municipal
councillors join NPF from NPP

AGARTALA, July 18: Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha on Saturday said his government is
committed to transforming the state police into a
technology-driven, efficient and people-friendly
force. Addressing the passing-out parade of 469
constables and one Tripura State Rifles (TSR)
jawan at the Police Training Academy in RK
Nagar, Saha urged the new recruits to serve with
sincerity, honesty and dedication, saying these val-
ues earn respect and recognition in society.

“The government is continuously working to
modernise the police force by strengthening its
technological capabilities, improving efficiency
and making it more citizen-centric,” he said.

The CM said the erstwhile rulers of Tripura had
established an organised administrative and polic-
ing system as early as the 13th century, while the
present structure of the Tripura Police came into
existence in 1965. Saha said the Tripura Police was
awarded the President’s Colour for its role in suc-
cessfully containing three decades of insurgency, re-
flecting its dedication, professionalism and sensitivity
towards society. Announcing fresh recruitment, he
said the state government would soon begin the
process of appointing 218 sub-inspectors and 916
constables to further strengthen the police force.

Saha said the government follows a transparent
recruitment process at all levels and noted that the
newly inducted personnel were selected after meet-
ing all prescribed criteria and completing a year-
long training programme. (PT1)

ITANAGAR, July 18: Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema
Khandu on Saturday hailed the suc-
cessful launch of Vikram-1 Test
Flight-1, India’s first privately de-
veloped orbital rocket, saying the
landmark achievement marks the
dawn of a new era for the country’s
space sector and reflects the grow-
ing strength of Indian science, tech-
nology and entrepreneurship.

In a social media post, Khandu
said that with the landmark mis-
sion, India becomes only the third
nation to achieve a successful pri-
vate orbital launch capability.

“Vikram-1 Test Flight-1, the
country’s first privately developed
orbital rocket, has successfully
reached orbit and deployed its pay-
loads into a 450 km orbit,” the chief
minister said in a post on X. De-
scribing the mission as a defining
moment for the country’s space

programme, he said the achieve-
ment showcased India’s rapidly ex-
panding capabilities in advanced
technology and innovation.

“A proud milestone for Indian
science, technology, and entrepre-
neurship. The future of India’s
space sector has truly lifted off,”
Khandu added.

The Vikram-1 rocket, developed
by Hyderabad-based private space
startup Skyroot Aerospace, lifted off
from the Satish Dhawan Space Cen-
tre at Sriharikota under its maiden or-
bital mission, Mission Aagaman, and
successfully placed multiple pay-
loads into a 450-km low-Earth orbit,
marking India’s first successful pri-
vately developed orbital launch.

The mission is being seen as a
major milestone for India’s com-
mercial space programme, made
possible by reforms that opened the
country’s space sector to private
participation. The successful launch
is expected to strengthen India’s
position in the global commercial
launch market and accelerate the
growth of the country’s private
space ecosystem, which has ex-
panded rapidly following policy re-
forms in recent years. (PT1)

KOHIMA, July 18: Two councillors of the
Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) have
joined the Naga People’s Front (NPF) after
resigning from the National People’s Party
(NPP), in a move the regional party described
as a boost to its organisation.

The two councillors—Medoviu Martin
Suohu of Ward No. 19 and Vizokhoto George
Kirha of Ward No. 14—formally joined the
NPF along with their supporters at a pro-
gramme held in Kohima recently.

Welcoming the new entrants, NPF secre-
tary-general Achumbemo Kikon said the
party, since its formation in 1963, has re-
mained committed to the peaceful resolution
of issues, particularly the Naga political issue.

He said the growing support for the party
reflected the people’s belief in the need for a
strong regional political force to safeguard
the rights and identity of the Nagas.

Kikon described the induction of the two

councillors as a significant addition to the
party, especially in the Kohima Municipal
Council, and urged them to uphold party dis-
cipline, stating that the NPF is a grassroots-
based and disciplined organisation.

Minister for Women Resource Develop-
ment and Horticulture Salhoutuonuo Kruse,
who is also the legislator-in-charge of Ko-
hima Division, welcomed the new members
and termed their decision to join the NPF a
positive development for the party.

She appealed to all KMC councillors to
work together for the welfare of the people
and the overall development of Kohima.

MLA and Adviser for School Education Dr
Kekhrie Yhome, Kohima Division president
Dr Neiphrezo Keditsu, and NPF vice-presi-
dent (COB) Menuovilie Kesiezie also con-
gratulated the two councillors and expressed
confidence that their induction would further
strengthen the party. (NNN)

Ziro, Nagaland tourism bodies push
for mandatory local tourist guides

Organzsatzons stress community-based tourism

rabi

HT Correspondent
ZIRO, July 18: The Ziro Tourism

Organisation (ZTO) and the Naga-
land Tourism Association (NTA)
have jointly advocated for the
mandatory engagement of certified
local tourist guides to promote sus-
tainable tourism and generate em-
ployment opportunities for local
youth across the Northeast.

The proposal was discussed dur-

ing an interaction held at Suchusi
Homestay in Ziro, where an NTA
delegation, currently on a Famil-
iarisation (FAM) Tour of
Arunachal Pradesh, met members
of the ZTO.

The delegation has already vis-
ited Namsai and Pasighat as part of
its initiative to explore the region’s
tourism potential and strengthen
inter-state cooperation.

During the meeting, both organ-
isations emphasised the vital role
played by local tourist guides in
enriching visitors’ experiences by
introducing them to the region’s
history, culture and natural her-
itage. They noted that trained
guides help visitors better under-
stand and respect local traditions
while ensuring safer and more
meaningful travel experiences.

ZTO Chairman Hibu Tatu, along
with NTA Chairman Vimeto Vakha
and Secretary Aseba Kezo, said
making certified local guides
mandatory would help preserve
cultural authenticity, enhance visi-
tor safety and create sustainable
livelihood opportunities for local
communities.

The two organisations also reaf-
firmed their commitment to work-
ing together to  promote
responsible, community-based
tourism that protects the North-
east’s cultural and natural heritage
while contributing to long-term
economic growth.

Army distributes computers,
cultural kits to schools in
Arunachal’s Tawang

ITANAGAR, July 18: The Indian Army
on Saturday distributed computer sets and
traditional dance costumes to schools and
NGOs in Tawang district of Arunachal
Pradesh under its civic action programme,
officials said.

The items were handed over by Gen-
eral Officer Commanding (GOC) of 5
Mountain Division, Major General Amit
Nautiyal, during a function held at the
Major Bob Khathing memorial museum.

Addressing the occasion, Maj Gen
Nautiyal said the Army’s role in border
areas extends beyond protecting the
country’s frontiers, and includes sup-
porting the education, cultural preser-
vation and overall welfare of local
communities.

The computer sets are expected to im-
prove digital learning facilities in schools,
while the traditional dance costumes will
help educational institutions and cultural
groups preserve and promote the rich cul-
tural heritage of the Monpa community,
according to an official release.

The initiative reflects the Army’s con-
tinued efforts to support the holistic de-
velopment of border areas, while
fostering closer ties with the people of
Tawang, it said. (PT1)

minor was produced before the
Child Welfare Committee
(CWC), Dibang Valley, for care,
protection and rehabilitation
under the provisions of the Ju-
venile Justice (Care and Protec-
tion of Children) Act, 2015.

Officials said legal proceed-
ings have been initiated
against the employer in accor-
dance with the relevant provi-
sions of law.

The district administration
reiterated its commitment to
eliminating child labour and
appealed to contractors, em-
ployers and members of the
public to strictly comply with
child protection laws.

It also urged citizens to re-
port instances of child labour
or exploitation to the authori-
ties to facilitate timely inter-
vention and safeguard
children’s rights.

Myanmar national
among two held with
opium in Mizoram

AIZAWL, July 18: A Myanmar
national was among two sus-
pected drug traffickers arrested
after 6.87 kg of opium was seized
in Mizoram’s Siaha district, a
statement said on Saturday.

The seizure was made in a joint
operation on Friday by the Excise
and Narcotics Department and
volunteers of Mara and Lai com-
munity organisations at Niawht-
lang village near the
India-Myanmar border, it said.

The arrested accused were
identified as Lesa (40), a resident
of Zesaw village in Myanmar’s
Chin state, and Chungnu-
amthanga (41), a resident of Ni-
awhtlang.

According to the statement, the
opium had been smuggled into
Mizoram from Mindat in Myan-
mar’s Chin state and was al-
legedly being transported for
distribution in Lawngtlai district
and adjoining areas.

The two accused have been
booked under relevant provisions
of the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act. (PTI)

Nagaland advisor stresses promotion
of 1nd1gen0us languages

KOHIMA, July 18: Nagaland
Advisor for School Education
Dr Kekhrielhoulie Yhome has
underscored the importance of
preserving and promoting in-
digenous languages, saying ac-
curate translation, institutional
support and mother-tongue edu-
cation are vital for safeguarding
the state’s linguistic heritage.

Speaking at the Association of
Nagaland Literature Boards
(ANLB) general session-cum-
general body meeting at Plat-
inum Hall, NBCC Complex,
Bayavu Hill, recently, Dr Yhome
said Bible translations and the
use of indigenous languages in
Christian religious practices
have played a significant role in
preserving many Naga lan-
guages.

He stressed the need for accu-
rate and scientific translation
through collaboration with lin-
guists and scholars.

Highlighting the importance
of teaching indigenous lan-
guages from the foundational
level, Dr Yhome said the imple-
mentation of mother-tongue ed-

ucation faces challenges due to a
shortage of trained language
teachers.

He emphasised the need to re-
tain teachers within their respec-
tive linguistic areas and said
language development requires
continuous enrichment of vocab-
ulary to keep pace with changing
times. He also advocated trans-
lating literary works, developing
textbooks, encouraging research
and recognising literary contri-
butions to strengthen indigenous
languages.

Stressing the need for institu-
tional leadership in language de-
velopment, he said Nagaland’s
multilingual environment is an

asset that enhances cognitive
abilities, strengthens cultural
identity and broadens global op-
portunities for students.

Dr Yhome noted that the State
Curriculum Framework seeks to
promote tribal languages and
called for sustained institutional
support, active community par-
ticipation and an open-minded
approach that recognises lan-
guage as dynamic and evolving.

Addressing the gathering, Ad-
ditional Director of School Edu-
cation Deenabandhu Panda said
the National Education Policy
(NEP) supports the preservation
of indigenous languages and cul-
tural diversity. (PT1)
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obain has built its team for several years ant
tournaments to reach the World Gup final

NEW YORK, July 18: Spain
reaching the World Cup final is
still something of a novelty, given
this is just the second time the
country has gotten this far. Rodri
sees it as the culmination of years
building to this point.

Winning the Nations League in
2023 and the European Champi-
onship in 2024 set the foundation
for the success the team has
achieved over the past several
weeks. An even bigger challenge
awaits against defending champion
Argentina on Sunday, and Spain’s
captain wants his teammates to be
more eager to win than scared to
lose.

“We’ve been gradually grow-
ing,” Rodri said Friday. “We have
to keep doing the same things
we’re doing because it has been a
process for all five years.”

Spain has only allowed one goal
through its first seven games, in-
cluding a 2-0 win over France in
the semifinals. Since a stunning
opening draw against Cape Verde,
La Roja has outscored its oppo-
nents 13-1.

“Our goal when we got to this
World Cup was to win the trophy,
and we were convinced that we
could achieve this,” Rodri said.
“We’ve shown that this national
team has been able to defeat great
opponents.”

The path to the final included
Mikel Merino breaking a tie and
scoring late in the round of 16 and
the quarterfinals. It has also includ-

Mirabai, Lovlina to he
flag and baton bearers at
OWG opening ceremony

NEW DELHI, July 18: Olympic
medallists Mirabai Chanu and
Lovlina Borgohain will serve as
India’s flag and baton bearers at
the opening ceremony of the
Commonwealth Games in Glas-
gow, the Indian Olympic Associ-
ation announced on Saturday.

The opening ceremony of the
scaled-down multi-sport event
will be held on July 23.

“It is a matter of pride Mirabai
and Lovlina will be doing the ho-
nours at the OVO Hydro. I wish
both the girls and the entire con-
tingent good luck,” IOA President
PT Usha said in a media release.

“It is a matter of pride two
women have been chosen to do
the honours for Team India at the
opening ceremony, which will set
the tone and tenor for the Games.

“Both Mirabai and Lovlina
have time and again proved them-
selves in the international arena
for India. They are at present
training in right earnest for the
Games in the United Kingdom,”
Usha added.

Mirabai, who turns 32 on Au-
gust 8, has been India’s leading
weightlifter for close to a decade.
She won the silver medal in the
women’s 49kg category at the
Tokyo Olympics in 2021 and fol-
lowed it up with gold at the 2022
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games. (PTI)

ing stifling defense and nine saves
from goalkeeper Unai Simon.

But Rodri, the 2024 Ballon d’Or
winner as the best player in the
world, bristled at the notion that
Spain has just one defined brand
and expressed a belief about han-
dling any kind of style.

“I don’t think you’ve seen the
same Spain across all the
matches,” the 30-year-old mid-
fielder said. “I think Sunday’s
match will be quite different, as it
will be a more physical one and we
must be prepared. And I believe if
we are known for something in this
national team is that we know how
to play different games based on

the moment. So, we can adapt to
having to defend, counterattack-
ing, to attacking. We are a very
complete team, and that is why we
are here.”

Sixteen years removed from
Spain winning the World Cup for
the first time, Rodri thinks the de-
termination of that group can be an
inspiration. But he is far more fo-
cused on the individual and team
development that has sparked this
run to the final.

“We can even do it better,”
Rodri said. “I think against France,
we do one of the best games we
ever done as a team. But against
Argentina, | think we have to rise

a level because they are the cham-
pions. And I’m really confident
that we can do it.”

Spain coach insists Lamine
Yamal is OK

Lamine Yamal getting spotted at
practice with his left thigh
wrapped has caused plenty of con-
cern about the 19-year-old budding
star’s status. Coach Luis de la
Fuente downplayed those worries
when asked repeatedly about
Yamal, who took a hit to that thigh
against France.

“Today he participated in the
training with the other teammates,
and he is fine,” de la Fuente said.
“He is fine. He is in optimal con-
dition.”

Yamal, who was photographed as
a baby alongside Lionel Messi in
2007, is considered the potential heir
apparent to the title as the best player
in the world. This final could be a
passing-of-the-torch moment, but
Yamal’s coach does not want his
player thinking like that.

“Lamine has to be Lamine,” de
la Fuente said. “Messi is and one-
of-a-time-in-history player, and
he’s an example, a role model for
youth and younger players: his at-
titude, his behavior. At his age,
he’s playing such a spectacular
competition at the World Cup. I in-
sist Lamine has to be Lamine
Yamal himself, and the best way
we can support him is by helping
him be the person we know today
because he has a great potential, a
great future.” (4P)

Thand Sports
Minister lags off
Durard Gup tophy tour

RANCHI, July 18: Jharkhand
Sports Minister Sudivya Kumar on
Saturday flagged off the 135th Du-
rand Cup 2026 trophy tour during
an event in Ranchi.

The state will host seven
matches of the Durand Cup, begin-
ning on July 26.

“Ranchi—the capital of Jhark-
hand—is set to witness a momen-
tous occasion, as matches of the
Durand Cup will be played here. In
total, we have been allotted seven
matches,” Kumar said, while un-
veiling the trophies.

He said as many as six league
matches and one quarter-final will
be played here at Birsa Munda
Football Stadium, Morabadi.

“This marks a new beginning,
with matches of a prestigious tour-
nament like the Durand Cup being
hosted in the capital of Jharkhand,”
he added.

Expressing hope, Kumar said
Jharkhand will get a chance to host
the final matches of the Durand
Cup.

“I hope that, in view of our
preparations and the professional
skills demonstrated in our hosting,
the Durand Cup Organising Com-
mittee will grant us permission to
host the final matches in the com-
ing years,” the sports minister told
reporters.

The Trophy tour proceeded from
Kerketta auditorium at Dipatoli
and is scheduled to pass through
various thoroughfares including
Morabadi, Albert Ekka Chowk and
Dipatoli Military Station. (PT1)

[CC’s revamped ODI World Cup format comes
under intense criticism from Associates, WCA

DUBALI, July 18: The ICC’s deci-
sion to revamp the format of next
year’s ODI World Cup has come
under intense criticism from the
Associate nations, with the World
Cricketers’ Association (WCA)
saying it “fundamentally changes”
the opportunity originally pre-
sented.

While the ICC retained the num-
ber of participating teams at 14 for
next year’s ODI World Cup -- a de-
cision taken in 2021 after the 2019
and 2023 editions featured 10
teams each -- it announced
changes to the tournament format.

The new format for the 2027
ODI World Cup, to be held in
South Africa, Zimbabwe and
Namibia, will see a ‘Super Series’
between the teams ranked 12th,
13th and 14th, with the top team
progressing to Round 2.

Round 2 will feature two groups
of six teams each and comprise 30
matches, from which the top three
teams from each group and the
next highest-placed team across
both groups will qualify for the
Super 7 stage.

The Super 7 stage will comprise
21 matches and, at the end of it, the
top four teams will progress to the
semifinals, with the top-ranked
side taking on the fourth-placed
team, while the second- and third-
ranked teams facing off.

“The World Cricketers’ Associ-
ation (WCA) is concerned by the
ICC’s announcement regarding the
revised format for the 2027 ICC
Men’s ODI World Cup and be-
lieves it raises important questions
about transparency, consultation
and the game’s long-term commit-
ment to global growth,” the WCA,

the global players body with over
700 international players partici-
pating in its global commercial
program, said on its website.

The WCA said there was a lack
of communication and discussion
from the ICC on the matter.

“Any significant structural
changes to the game including its
pinnacle events should be accom-
panied by clear communication,
transparent decision-making and
sufficient certainty for players and
stakeholders who have planned
around previously announced ICC
commitments,” it said.

“Decisions of this significance
should involve genuine consulta-
tion with the game’s key stake-

holders, including players collec-
tively through their chosen repre-
sentatives. WCA is concerned that
players, and other relevant stake-
holders, were not meaningfully
consulted during the process prior
to its announcement,” the WCA
added.

The WCA’s statement was also
backed by the captains of Associ-
ate nations Scotland and the
Netherlands, as well as co-host
Namibia.

Namibia captain Gerhard Eras-
mus said: “For players in many
countries, an ODI World Cup isn’t
just another tournament, it’s our
long form and something careers
are built around and generations of

players aspire to.

“We all accept that you have to
earn the right to be there, but we
also want qualification to provide
a real opportunity to compete on
the biggest stage. This follows a
long history of limited opportu-
nity at Associate level,” he
added.

Netherlands captain Scott Ed-
wards said: “The ICC talks a lot
about growing the game globally
but decisions like this make it
harder for Associate nations to
play against the best teams in the
world.

“Those opportunities are what
help countries improve and in-
spires the next generation of play-
ers. If we’re serious about making
cricket a global sport, we should be
creating more opportunities on the
global stage not less.”

Scotland ~ skipper  Richie
Berrington said decisions that im-
pact players’ career should be up
for discussion.

“Players don’t expect to make
every decision, but we should be
meaningfully consulted on deci-
sions that have significant impacts
on the game and on players’ ca-
reers,” he said.

“Better decisions are made
when different perspectives are
brought to the table, and we’re urg-
ing the game to start doing that
properly,” Berrington added.

The world No. 1 ODI batter
from New Zealand, Daryl Mitchell
said, “We are fully supportive of
players and countries around the
world being provided with consis-
tent and fair opportunities to reach
and compete on the game’s biggest
platforms.” (PTI)

Sindhu enters
Japan Open final

TOKYO, July 18: Two-time Olympic medallist PV Sindhu entered
her first final in more than two years after Tokyo Olympics cham-
pion Chen Yufei of China retired midway through their women’s
singles semifinal at the Japan Open here on Saturday.

The 31-year-old Indian was leading 21-19, 15-10 when world No.
4 Chen was forced to pull out with a hamstring injury.

It will be Sindhu’s first final since winning the Syed Modi Inter-
national in Lucknow in 2024. She had also finished runner-up at the
Malaysia Open Super 500 earlier that year. Her last major title came
at the Singapore Open Super 500 in 2022.

“I’m very happy that I’ve gone to the final,” Sindhu said after the
match.

“For me every match mattered a lot from the first match, espe-
cially today’s match. It was important from the beginning to be fo-
cused because when you play with the top-ranked players it’s
important that every point matters so winning that first game really
mattered a lot.”

In Sunday’s summit clash, Sindhu will take on Japan’s Akane Ya-
maguchi.

Yamaguchi enjoys a 14-10 head-to-head advantage over Sindhu,
having won 14 of their 24 meetings. While the two former world
champions have shared one of women’s badminton’s most com-
pelling rivalries, the Japanese star has dominated the recent contests,
winning five of their last six clashes.

World No. 12 Sindhu had entered the contest trailing 6-8 in her
head-to-head record against the fourth-seeded Chen, who had won
each of their previous four meetings, including a straight-games vic-
tory at this year’s Indonesia Masters.

Sindhu’s last win over Chen had come in the semifinals of the
2019 World Championships, where she went on to become India’s
first badminton world champion.

Sindhu relied on her attacking game and sharp net play to dictate
the rallies against the Chinese.

A delightful drop shot followed by a thunderous smash to Chen’s
deep forehand corner helped the Indian pull ahead early. She then
produced a superb backhand defensive block to carry a handy 11-7
cushion into the mid-game interval.

Looking at her physical best, Sindhu displayed remarkable hand
speed and repeatedly pushed Chen to the backcourt before drawing
her to the forecourt, disrupting the Chinese player’s rthythm.

Chen regained her bearings after the interval, tightening her de-
fence and finding greater penetration with her attack to gradually
close the gap to 15-17.

A gripping 51-shot rally followed, with both players refusing to
yield before Chen eventually hit wide. Sindhu then sent one long
and Chen fired a straight smash to level the scores at 18-18.

But the Indian responded emphatically, unleashing two fierce
smashes that Chen could only find the net with, as Sindhu cele-
brated with a fist pump.

Sindhu raced to a 3-0 lead in the second game before Chen re-
duced the deficit to 3-4. The Indian answered with another cross-
court smash to stay in front.

Chen'’s jump smash helped her narrow the gap to 7-8, but Sindhu
responded with a delicate drop shot and a powerful smash to estab-
lish an 11-7 advantage at the interval.

Leading 13-8, Sindhu peppered Chen’s backhand with three suc-
cessive smashes to extend her control. A cross-court winner then
made it 15-10, after which Chen called for a medical timeout. The
Chinese eventually retired from the contest clutching her leg.

“I was very focused and my coach kept saying because I was
leading the first game and then she came quite close it was impor-
tant that I be more focused because sometimes when you’re leading
and you give away points you suddenly get disheartened, so a lot
of emotions go in your head,” Sindhu said.

“My coach was saying that it doesn’t matter just focus on the next
point and I think that really helped. Even in the second set there
were long rallies and especially in the first game that long rally
which happened and I won the rally I think that one was very im-
portant for me.

“In the second game as well I was focused from the first point
because it was going quite equal and even though I was two points
leading, she was covering and coming back and I think after 11, I
was maintaining that three four points but yeah unfortunately she
had to retire.” (PTI)

No guarantee, but India has better chance o qualify
if World Cup expanded to 64 teams: Bhutia

NEW DELHI, July 18: A 64-team football World Cup, which the international
governing body FIFA is mulling, will give India a better chance to qualify for
the showpiece but such a move could compromise the quality of the games, In-
dian legend Bhaichung Bhutia said. An official proposal to expand the 2030
World Cup to 64 teams, from 48 in the 2026 edition, was put forward by South
American governing body CONMEBOL in April last year.

FIFA has not taken a decision yet but its president Gianni Infantino re-
cently said his organisation will examine the proposal after this World Cup
in the USA, Canada and Mexico. Defending champions Argentina face
Spain in the final on Sunday in New York.

The 2030 edition will be mainly co-hosted by Spain, Portugal and Mo-
rocco, with the three opening matches to be played in Argentina, Uruguay
and Paraguay to celebrate the centenary of the tournament. Uruguay hosted
the first World Cup, in 1930.

“From the perspective of an Indian football fan, I think it’s a welcome
move to have more teams. I’m not saying India will qualify but India will
have a better chance to qualify if they increase to 64 from 48,” Bhutia said
in an exclusive interview with PTL.‘Indian women’s team has better
chance than men to qualify for World Cup’

Bhutia, who was Indian football’s poster boy in the first decade of this
century before his retirement in 2011, said the national women’s team can
qualify for the World Cup sooner than the men’s side.

The number of teams in the 2031 Women’s World Cup, likely to be co-
hosted by USA, Mexico, Costa Rica and Jamaica, will be increased to 48
from 32 in the 2027 edition. The Indian women’s team is ranked 13th in
Asia and 69th in the world, while the men’s side at 26th place among Asian
countries and 138th globally. Asian countries will qualify for the 2031
Women’s World Cup via a standalone qualifying round for the first time,
and not through the Asian Cup as has been done earlier. Asia is likely to get
eight direct slots for the 2031 Women’s World Cup. Two more Asian coun-
tries are likely to be included in a 12-nation inter-confederation play-off
tournament for three more 2031 Women’s World Cup spots. (PTI)

I should have been India coach, says Constantine;
calls country’s football in ‘freefall’

KOLKATA, July 18: English manager
Stephen Constantine, who guided India to a
historic high in the FIFA rankings, is deeply
disappointed by the country’s current freefall
and believes he should still be at the helm
managing the team.

The 63-year-old English tactician was
shortlisted to be the coach of Indian national
team for a third tenure before Khalid Jamil
was roped in and handed a full-time contract.

In an exclusive interview with PTI from
Rwanda, where he manages the national
team, he partly blamed the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) for the downfall. He stated
they should have done more to maintain sta-
bility after the ISL agreement ended.

Additionally, he called for wider structural
reforms, including promotion and relegation,
youth development, and a clear coaching
pathway.

“I should have been in India, but I’m not.
When you give seven years of your life to the
national team, I have a personal interest, of
course,” he said.

His disappointment is understandable after
being overlooked for the India job despite the
AIFF technical committee recommending his
name to replace Manolo Marquez last year.

Constantine argued that Jamil was handed
the senior national team job despite “zero” in-

ternational coaching experience.

“I was shortlisted for the Indian job this
time. They put Khalid Jamil. OK, fair
enough,” continued Constantine, who now
has coaching experience in six different coun-
tries including Nepal and Pakistan in his 25-
plus years of experience.

“But Khalid Jamil has zero experience at
international football. Now, if you are want-
ing an Indian coach, then put the Indian coach
in a position where he can he can develop.

“Put him at under 23s, put him under 20,
and then make him the Indian national team

coach. You can’t put somebody who has no
experience at all just because you want an In-
dian coach. And that’s exactly what hap-
pened.” Constantine enjoyed two successful
spells as India head coach, overseeing one of
the most significant periods in the national
team’s recent history.

During his second tenure (2015-2019), he
guided India to the 2019 AFC Asian Cup,
won the 2016 SAFF Championship and the
2018 Intercontinental Cup, while improving
the team’s FIFA ranking from 171 to a two-
decade-best 96 in July 2017.

In his first stint (2002-2005), he led India
to the 2002 LG Cup title in Vietnam, cement-
ing his place among the country’s most suc-
cessful national team coaches.

“So it’s very disappointing. Obviously, the
decline has been there. But, you know, there’s
a lot of things wrong... You can’t allow senior
players to decide what happens in the national
team. That has been happening since I’ve left.

“You have to have a proper league. You
have to have promotion-relegation. We
haven’t had that for some time. There needs
to be youth development. We need to have In-
dian coaches developing.”

“Also, the AIFF, I don’t know all the ins
and outs, but you have an agreement with ISL
that has ended. But you should have done a

lot more to continue that relationship to make
things right.”

First dominate region

He further said India must first dominate
their own region before realistically aspiring
to qualify for the World Cup.

“When I came to India the second time and
Mr. Patel (then AIFF president Praful Patel)
said to me, coach, how do we go to the World
Cup? And I said, sir, we are not dominating
the SAAF region. How are we going to qual-
ify for the World Cup?

“We haven’t been to the Asian Cup on
merit for a very long time. How are we going
to qualify for the World Cup?

“I mean, at the moment Indian football is
in freefall. Now, qualifying for the World Cup
for India at this point, is not on the cards.
First, you’ve got to qualify for the Asian Cup
on a regular basis.

“You’ve got to dominate the SAFF region
on a regular basis. If you’re not doing those
two things, you are not going to the World
Cup even if they put 100 teams.

“It’s very disappointing for me. Obviously,
I spent seven years as national team coach.
But I think the first time with Bhaichung
Bhutia, Joe Paul Ancheri and many other
players, we gave a very good account of our-
selves. (PTI)
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