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8 Rajya Sabha clears bill to appropriate
`54,067 cr excess expenditure in 2022-23
UP to ensure representation of every 
community in development board: CM 

China-Japan tensions escalate after Tokyo labels 
Beijing as its ‘greatest strategic challenge’
Bangladesh to hold presidential 
election on August 20: EC

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: Union Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju on Thursday accused the
opposition of deliberately not allow-
ing Parliament to function, asserting
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister Amit
Shah remain present throughout the
day and are available for discus-
sions.

The minister added that despite
the logjam, legislative business is
continuing and bills are being
passed. The remarks came amid con-
tinued adjournments of both the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha due to re-
lentless protests by the opposition
over student issues and the alleged
theft of donations at the Ram temple
in Ayodhya.

Speaking to reporters in the Par-
liament House complex, Rijiju said
the opposition is preventing the
House from functioning while alleg-
ing that the government is avoiding
a debate.

“Prime Minister Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah remain
present in Parliament since morning
and leave only in the evening. It is
the opposition that is not allowing
the House to function while raising
slogans outside. That is not correct,”
Rijiju told reporters. He said the gov-
ernment has continued to transact
business and pass bills, particularly
in the Rajya Sabha, where discus-
sions have taken place despite
protests by opposition members.

“We are passing bills and conduct-
ing House business. In the Rajya
Sabha, bills are being passed after
proper discussion. Congress and one
or two of its allies may be walking
out or creating a ruckus, but mem-
bers are participating in debates and
expressing their views,” he said.

The parliamentary affairs minister
claimed the continued disruptions
are hurting the Congress more than
the government, particularly its first-
time MPs who are losing opportuni-
ties to speak in Parliament.

“It is the Congress that is suffer-
ing. Some of its new MPs are not

getting an opportunity to speak. Who
is suffering because of this? Their
own MPs,” he said.

Rijiju said the government has al-
ready taken “revolutionary” steps to
curb examination paper leaks and ac-
cused the opposition of repeatedly
staging protests over the same issue.

“The issue is over. The country is
moving ahead. The prime minister
has taken revolutionary decisions on
examination paper leaks. But every
morning they create drama over the
same issue and continue raising slo-
gans. They also do drama and insult
Lord Ram,” he said.

Referring to the ongoing dead-
lock, Rijiju said he has been in touch
with Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi and other opposition leaders
to find a way forward. “I had a good
discussion with Rahul Gandhi and
requested him on one issue. We have
discussed other issues as well.

“We want to continue talking to
the Congress and other opposition
parties and work in coordination. We
are political opponents, not enemies.
We should work together in the na-
tional interest,” he said. The BJP
leader, however, alleged that the op-
position is creating an impression
that it will not allow Parliament to
function at all. “They are trying to
create an impression outside that
they will not allow Parliament to
function. Who will suffer because of
that? Their own members,” he said.

Rejecting the opposition’s allega-
tion that Shah is absent from Parlia-
ment, Rijiju said the home minister
has been (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: A large epi-
demiological study has found a pos-
sible link between exposure to fine
particulate air pollution (PM2.5) and
a higher risk of death among tuber-
culosis patients undergoing treat-
ment in Delhi.

The study accessed by PTI, and
described by researchers as the
world’s largest study examining the
association between air pollution
and tuberculosis (TB) mortality,
analysed data from 61,925 adults
who started tuberculosis treatment in
Delhi between September 2022 and
August 2023.

One of the researchers, Pranay
Sinha from the Boston University
School of Medicine, said the re-
search is the first study of its kind in
India and, to the researchers’ knowl-
edge, the largest anywhere in the
world to examine the link between
air pollution and tuberculosis deaths.

The study was conducted by re-
searchers from the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), the
Central Tuberculosis Division under

the Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, and the South Asian
Institute of Health Promotion, in col-
laboration with Boston Medical
Center, Boston University, Cornell
University, the University of Vir-
ginia, HydroSciences Montpellier in
France, and Maastricht University in
the Netherlands.

The findings showed that the risk

of dying during treatment increased
as pollution levels rose. Compared
with patients exposed to less than 40
micrograms per cubic metre of
PM2.5 before starting treatment,
those exposed to 40-80 micrograms
had three per cent higher odds of
dying during treatment.

The odds increased to 22 per cent
among those exposed to 80-120 mi-

crograms, 31 per cent for people ex-
posed to 120-160 micrograms, and
66 per cent for those exposed to 160
micrograms or more.

In simple terms, researchers found
that patients who were exposed to
the highest levels of air pollution be-
fore beginning treatment were much
more likely to die than those who
breathed cleaner air.

To understand whether polluted
air could influence treatment out-
comes, the researchers turned to
Nikshay, India’s national tuberculo-
sis database, which records details of
patients undergoing treatment. They
matched these records with satellite-
based estimates of PM2.5 -- tiny par-
ticles in the air that are small enough
to travel deep into the lungs and even
enter the bloodstream. The team fo-
cused on the 30 days before treat-
ment began. Sinha said this period
was chosen because it is often the
most dangerous stage of the disease.

“TB deaths tend to come early,
and the weeks just before treatment
starts are a dangerous window. The

disease is at its peak and the patient
has no protection from treatment yet.
We expected pollution during that
period to hit hardest, so that is where
we looked,” he said.

The researchers also found that
the pattern remained even after ac-
counting for other factors already
known to affect tuberculosis out-
comes, including age, sex, HIV in-
fection, diabetes, nutritional status,
smoking, alcohol use, whether pa-
tients were treated in the public or
private sector, and whether they had
pulmonary or extrapulmonary tuber-
culosis. They said this strengthens
the findings because the link with
pollution could not be explained
away by these factors alone.

Sinha, however, stressed that the
study does not prove polluted air
caused the deaths.

“This is an observational study, so
we cannot claim to have proven
cause and effect. What we can say is
that the link is strong and biologi-
cally plausible. People with TB are
already in (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

The air Delhi’s TB patients breathe may be
shaping their chances of survival, study shows

Opposition  not allowing 
Parliament to function: Rijiju

GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Thursday warned against collect-
ing flood relief donations by coerc-
ing individuals or business
establishments and said the police
had been directed to keep a close
watch on such activities. 

He said the state government,
along with the people of Assam, was
capable of helping those affected by
the floods, though voluntary contri-
butions from anywhere were wel-
come. 

“There is no need to collect dona-
tions in the name of flood relief.
People are going around on the
streets with boxes, collecting dona-
tions,” Sarma told reporters on the
sidelines of a programme here. 

He said collecting money from
others and distributing it as relief
under one’s own banner could not be

considered genuine assistance. 
“If we can, we should contribute

our own money. I have seen that

scanners, etc. are being circulated
to collect funds. That is not flood
relief. I have asked the police to be

vigilant so that shops, businesses and
the general public are not forced to
pay donations, as the situation is
under the control of the govern-
ment,” he said. 

Sarma said the first week of the
current flood wave had been chal-
lenging as many areas remained in-
accessible, but the administration
had now reached all affected areas
and people were also able to ap-
proach government officials. 

He said voluntary contributions
by individuals or groups pooling
their own resources were welcome,
but soliciting donations indiscrimi-
nately would not be appreciated by
flood-affected people and could tar-
nish the state’s image. 

“I am hesitant to ask for funds
from Delhi, let alone London. I try
to ensure that we can provide for
ourselves (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Fourteen districts and 1.6 lakh
people were affected by floods in Assam while the death
toll rose to 95 with six more deaths, officials said on
Thursday. 

Six fatalities were reported on Wednesday -- two each
from Sivasagar and Biswanath districts, and one each
from Golaghat and Morigaon. 

The worst-hit Sivasagar alone has accounted for 50
deaths so far, while 21 people have lost their lives in an-
other badly ravaged neighbouring district of Charaideo. 

The toll in Jorhat was nine, followed by five in Go-
laghat, three in Dhemaji, two each in Karbi Anglong and
Biswanath, and one each in Sonitpur, Kamrup Metropol-
itan and Morigaon. 

More than 1,60,600 people remained affected in
Biswanath, Charaideo, Darrang, Dhemaji, Golaghat,
Jorhat, Kamrup Metropolitan, Karbi Anglong, Lakhim-
pur, Nagaon, Sivasagar, Sonitpur, Tinsukia and Udalguri
districts. 

Among these, Sivasagar accounted for 57,000 people
affected, followed by Golaghat (34,000) and Jorhat
(25,000). On Tuesday, the number of affected people was
1.22 lakh in five districts. 

More than 100 relief camps and relief distribution cen-
tres were operational in six districts, catering to 44,523
affected people at present. Crop area of 16,951.76

hectares remained submerged. 
Embankments, roads, bridges and other infrastructure

have also been damaged by floodwaters in different dis-
tricts of the state. 

Union minister J P Nadda reviewed the situation in the
worst-hit districts on Wednesday and said the scale of
devastation was so enormous that it will take time to re-
store normalcy. 

Deputed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Union
health and family welfare minister toured Sivasagar dis-
trict’s Nepalikhuti area along the Assam-Nagaland bor-
der, one of the worst-hit regions in the latest wave of
floods that struck on July 19. 

In the evening, Nadda participated in a high-level re-
view meeting with Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
and senior state government officials on the prevailing
flood situation and the subsequent relief, rehabilitation
and healthcare measures. 

“I have visited the flood-hit Nepalikhuti area. Along
with CM Sarma, I have witnessed the scale of devasta-
tion. The damage is so huge that it will take time (for nor-
malcy to return),” Nadda told reporters after interacting
with the flood victim families. 

Assuring the affected people of all possible assistance
from the Centre, he said the government stood firmly
with them. (PTI)

Police alerted against ‘forced’ donation collection
CM  Himanta warns against collecting flood donations by coercing 

individuals ‘I am hesitant to ask for funds from Delhi, let alone London’
Six more deaths take flood toll to 95

HT Correspondent
JORHAT, Aug 6: The Jorhat Bar Association has decided
to lodge an FIR against the Public Works Department
(PWD) and the contractor responsible for constructing its
newly inaugurated building after portions of the roof re-
portedly began shedding cement.

Association president Advocate Hemen Borah said the
FIR would be filed at Jorhat Police Station on Thursday
under relevant provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), including Section 316 relating to cheating.

Borah alleged that the quality of construction was ex-
tremely poor, with rainwater leaking into the lift, the ab-
sence of a sunshade on the top floor and no false ceiling,
leaving the upper floor exposed to the elements. He further
claimed that washroom fixtures, electrical fittings and tiles
used in the building were of inferior quality.

“The FIR will be lodged against contractor Rabi Gupta
and the PWD, the authority that sanctioned the project. As
far as we can see, there was no proper monitoring by the
PWD of the materials used in the construction,” Borah
said. He alleged that the project, sanctioned at an estimated
cost of around ₹12 crore and including provisions for a
central air-conditioning system and an escalator, suffered
from poor supervision. (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Thursday thanked the Union Cab-
inet for its approval for a key highway project in
the state, terming it a “transformative milestone”.

Sharing details on the approved project in a so-
cial media post, the Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) said the Cabinet has okayed the 135.87
km, four-lane Guwahati-Tezpur Highway (NH-15)
worth ` 8,970.20 crore.

Featuring 19 flyovers, five major bypasses, an
Emergency Landing Facility for the IAF and an
Elephant Underpass, this access-controlled corri-
dor will cut travel time, boost connectivity to Kazi-
ranga and Orang and accelerate economic growth
across the Northeast, the CMO added.

Hailing it as “another transformative infrastruc-
ture milestone for Assam”, Sarma, in a separate so-
cial media post, expressed his gratitude to the
Cabinet, led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, for
the approval.

The 135-km corridor will halve travel time
while giving a major boost to connectivity and
economic activity across the north bank of the
Brahmaputra river, he said.

“But this approval must be seen in a much larger

context. The Hon’ble Prime Minister has consis-
tently spearheaded Assam’s growth story with a
series of landmark infrastructure decisions - from
the Kaziranga Elevated Corridor, the Guwahati
Ring Road, the Silchar Expressway and the Goh-
pur-Numaligarh Underwater Tunnel to several
other strategic connectivity projects,” Sarma main-
tained.

He said that taken together, these are not stand-
alone investments, but are part of a vision to build
a world-class infrastructure network across Assam.

“Today’s decision is another powerful affirma-
tion that Assam’s infrastructure transformation is
well underway, and the best is yet to come,” he
added.

In another post, Sarma said the crucial connec-
tivity link will drastically reduce travel time from
Guwahati to Tezpur and further towards Arunachal
Pradesh. This will give a major boost to trade,
tourism and bolster security preparedness in the re-
gion with provision for an Emergency Landing Fa-
cility, he said.

“Under Hon’ble Prime Minister’s leadership,
connectivity has received a major boost in Assam
and North East, (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Assam Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Thursday
thanked the Vantara Foundation for extend-
ing support to the state forest department
in rescue and relief operations for animals
affected by the ongoing flood situation.

Sarma said the devastation caused to
livestock and wildlife had been immense,
but animal rescue during natural disasters
often did not receive adequate attention.

“One of the lesser discussed yet deeply
distressing consequences of the #Assam-
Floods has been the devastation inflicted
on our animals and wildlife. Over 10 lakh
livestock have been affected, hundreds of
wild animals have been swept away, and
many more remain stranded or missing,”
Sarma said in a post on social media.

He said that though the forest depart-
ment has mounted an extensive rescue and
relief effort, the scale of the crisis called for
even greater support.

Sarma expressed his gratitude to the
Vantara Foundation for stepping forward
by placing its specialised wildlife rescue

teams and ambulance fleet under the com-
mand of the state’s forest department.

“Animal rescue during natural disasters
often does not receive the attention it de-
serves. We deeply value those who have
chosen to stand for this cause. My sincere
gratitude to Shri Anant Ambani for this
thoughtful and compassionate gesture,” the
chief minister added.

At least 95 people have died, and over
1.6 lakh people have been affected by
floods in the state this year so far. (PTI)

Himanta terms highway project approved by
Union Cabinet as ‘transformative milestone’

Himanta thanks Vantara Foundation for
aiding animal rescue in flood-hit Assam

Jorhat Bar Association to file FIR over
alleged poor-quality construction

The findings showed that the risk of dying during treatment increased as pollution levels rose

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: RSS affiliate
Bharatiya Kisan Sangh (BKS) on Thursday
said it has launched a relief and rehabilitation
campaign in flood-hit Assam’s Sivasagar and
Charaideo districts to help around 5,000 af-
fected families. Fourteen districts and 1.6 lakh
people were affected by floods in Assam
while the death toll has risen to 95 with six
more deaths, officials said on Thursday.

Six fatalities were reported on Wednesday,
two each from Sivasagar and Biswanath dis-
tricts, and one each from Golaghat and Mori-
gaon. The worst-hit Sivasagar alone has
accounted for 50 deaths so far, while 21 peo-
ple have lost their lives in another badly rav-
aged neighbouring district of Charaideo.

BKS Akhil Bharatiya Prachar Pramukh
Raghvendra Singh Patel said workers from
Lakhimpur, Jorhat, Dibrugarh, Dhemaji,
Morigaon, Nalbari and Kamrup districts have
arranged paddy seedlings for transplantation
in around 500 bighas of land and are also
sending fodder for affected livestock to help
the affected families become self reliant.

“In this difficult time, Bharatiya Kisan
Sangh has started a comprehensive relief and
rehabilitation campaign with the aim of help-
ing around 5,000 affected families become self-
reliant again,” Patel said. The organisation said
it will provide school uniforms to more than
5,000 students to ensure that the education of
children affected by the floods is not dis-
rupted.

It also said its Jorhat unit is organising tra-
ditional herbal treatment, health check-up
camps and training in household medicinal
remedies, while a team of 50 volunteers from
Morigaon has been carrying out reconstruc-
tion of damaged houses and sanitation drives
in Sivasagar over the past four days. The BKS
said three farmer producer companies (FPCs)
associated with it have contributed ` 3 lakh to
the Assam Chief Minister’s Relief Fund. “Once
the floodwaters recede, our units in Barpeta
and Bongaigaon will help affected families
take up livelihood activities such as mushroom
cultivation and animal husbandry so that they
can rebuild their lives,” Patel said. (PTI)

GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Assam Po-
lice’s Special Task Force (STF) has
apprehended three more accused in
its crackdown on pan-India tax
frauds, taking the total number of ar-
rests in such cases to 12, an official
statement said on Thursday.

The latest arrests were made from
West Bengal capital Kolkata in two
separate operations.

Continuing its sustained crack-
down against pan-India GST fraud
syndicates and fraudulent Input Tax
Credit (ITC) claimants, the STF,
Assam, successfully conducted coor-
dinated raid and search operations,
and apprehended three accused per-
sons from Kolkata, the statement
said. Two accused were apprehended
from Tiljala area on Sunday, and an-
other from Kaikhali on Tuesday.
Two of the (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

COLOMBO, Aug 6: Eleven In-
dian fishermen were rescued by
the Sri Lanka Navy on Thursday
after their fishing vessel met with
an accident in the island nation’s
waters, according to an official
statement.

The accident occurred on a
coastal reef off Delft Island, also
known as Neduntheevu, located in
the Palk Strait off the northern
coast of mainland Sri Lanka.

The trawler had reportedly
crossed the International Maritime
Boundary Line into Sri Lankan
waters late Wednesday and was al-
legedly engaged in bottom trawl-
ing before it ran aground,
according to the Sri Lanka Navy.

Sri Lanka Navy’s spokesman
Commander Chaminda Walaku-
luge claimed the Indian vessel was
engaged in illegal fishing activities
in the island’s waters and met with
an accident.

In a statement, the navy con-
firmed that all 11 fishermen were
brought ashore at Delft Island fol-
lowing a rescue operation.

It said the subsequent activities
concerning the rescued fishermen
are being jointly handled with of-
ficials from the Department of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.

“Due to the impact of grounding
on the reef, the trawler has sus-
tained partial structural damage,”
the statement said.

The development comes a day
after Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri, who was here for a day-long
visit, raised with Sri Lankan lead-
ers the issues related to fishermen
and requested Colombo’s cooper-
ation for the early release of fish-
ermen and boats detained in the
island nation. The fishermen issue
is a contentious one in the ties be-
tween India (CONTD. ON PAGE-2)

BKS begins relief campaign for Assam flood
victims, donates ` 3 lakh to CM Relief Fund

Assam STF arrests 
3 from Kolkata in 
tax fraud cases

Sri Lanka Navy rescues 11
Indian fishermen after their

boat met with accident

Assam flood situation grim; 1.6 lakh people still affected   
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quirements, government sources
said. IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
is meeting Meta global team on
Thursday, sources said, adding that
the ministry’s discussions with
technical teams will continue there-
after.

This is the second round of ques-
tioning of Meta’s global team by the
government, after the Prime Minis-
ter’s July 23 Facebook post -- ad-
dressing students and youth and
promising stringent action against
examination paper leaks -- was re-
stricted for about five hours on the
platform, raising issues around in-
termediary accountability.

Meta’s global affairs head Joel
Kaplan, who served in the adminis-
tration of George W Bush -- includ-
ing as White House Deputy Chief
of Staff for Policy -- before joining
Meta (then Facebook) in 2011, was
summoned by the government to
explain why PM’s Facebook post
was temporarily restricted.

On Wednesday, Kaplan and his
team met IT Secretary S Krishnan,
and then the IT Minister.

After the executives of the US
tech giant met Vaishnaw on

Wednesday, government sources
said Meta has apologised for the
temporary removal of Modi’s post
as well as for failures ranging from
child sexual abuse content to deep-
fakes and boosting certain content
on being paid “a lot of money”.

While Kaplan, who flew in for
meetings with Indian officials, said
in a written statement on Wednes-
day, that he “apologised to the min-
ister on behalf of Meta for the error
restricting PM Modi’s post”, gov-
ernment sources, who did not wish
to be identified, said the apology
came from company chief execu-
tive Mark Zuckerberg.

A Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee, too, sought an apology from
Zuckerberg over the removal of
Modi’s Facebook post, warning in
a letter that protection and immu-
nity available could be withdrawn
if no apology was forthcoming
within three days.

Modi had first posted the selfie
video on Instagram. The video was
later shared on Facebook, which
was restricted by the social media
platform. Meta later restored the
post, attributing its removal to an

error by AI-powered automated
content filters, and apologised.

According to government
sources, Vaishnaw had asked Meta
point-blank on Wednesday whether
the company accepted payments to
promote content that could trigger
public disorder.

The government read out provi-
sions of Section 79 of the Informa-
tion Technology Act, making it
clear that non-compliance in dis-
charging intermediary obligations
jeopardises the company’s safe har-
bour protection (immunity as a plat-
form). After the meeting,
government sources said Meta ex-
ecutives admitted to failures involv-
ing child sexual abuse content and
deepfakes and admitted that “a lot
of money was paid for boosting a
certain type of content”. Vaishnaw,
it is learnt, also asked Meta if it is
doing enough to prevent illegal
content on their platform.

“They admitted that their systems
are not fully geared up for so much
of the content which is illegal...
They admitted that they are not able
to control all of it,” government
sources said. (PTI)

JN Digital Print 
inaugurated in Diphu

Contd. from Page 1...

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: The govern-
ment is questioning the visiting
Meta team on whether the company
is adhering to the law of the land,
following summons to the social
media giant over temporary restric-
tion of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Facebook post recently,
sources said on Thursday.

The government and the Meta
global team are currently engaged
in discussions.

Meta will also be questioned on
their algorithms, whether compli-
ance mechanism has sufficient
checks and balances, and guardrails
to meet constitutional and legal re-

Govt questioning Meta team
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HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Homegrown smartphone
brand boltt, from the house of Fire-Boltt, has an-
nounced that it will launch its new Evo and Ace
5G smartphones on August 25.

Ahead of the launch, the company has entered
into a strategic partnership with Flipkart as the title
sponsor of the Freedom Sale 2026 to build nation-
wide brand awareness and strengthen its market
presence.

The Freedom Sale will run from August 7 for
early-access members and from August 8 to Au-
gust 15 for all customers, providing boltt with a
platform to reach consumers across metro cities as
well as Tier-II and Tier-III markets before the of-
ficial launch of its smartphones.

According to the company, the Evo and Ace 5G
smartphones have been designed for Indian con-
sumers, combining reliable performance, sleek de-
sign and practical features to meet evolving digital
lifestyle needs.

boltt to launch Evo, Ace 5G
smartphones on Aug 25

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Project IN-
ROAD and the Rubber Board have
launched a multilingual educational
video series to help rubber growers
adopt scientific practices and im-
prove the productivity and quality of
natural rubber under the INROAD
Skilling and Production Efficiency
Enhancement Drive (iSPEED).

The ₹150-crore iSPEED pro-
gramme focuses on skill develop-
ment, quality enhancement and
infrastructure creation in the natural
rubber sector. 

It aims to train nearly three lakh
rubber growers while supporting the
establishment of modern processing
facilities, including rubber sheeting
machines and scientific smoke-
houses.

The newly launched video series
covers five key aspects of rubber pro-
duction—rubber tapping, rain guard-
ing, grading, rubber sheet making and
scientific smokehouses. Produced in
Assamese, Bengali, Hindi and
Malayalam, the videos are intended
to reach growers across the country's
natural rubber-growing regions.

The videos were formally
launched by Rubber Board Executive
Director M. Vasanthagesan in the
presence of Rubber Production Com-

missioner Dr Siju T Nair, senior Rub-
ber Board officials and representa-
tives of the Indian tyre industry.

INROAD Chairman Mohan
Kurian said skill development and the
adoption of scientific practices are es-
sential to improving productivity and
quality in the natural rubber sector. 

He said the multilingual videos
would complement the Rubber
Board's extension activities and serve
as practical training resources for
growers.

The training modules, developed
over the past year with technical sup-
port from the Rubber Board and the
Rubber Research Institute of India
(RRII), combine animation with field
demonstrations to simplify scientific
processing techniques.

ATMA Supply Chain and Re-
sources Group Convener Sanjiv Sax-
ena said the initiative seeks to
strengthen the natural rubber value
chain by improving productivity and
quality, thereby helping growers se-
cure better returns.

Project coordinator Muraligopal
said the videos were developed
through close collaboration with the
Rubber Board, RRII and field teams
across the Northeast to ensure the
content remains practical and farmer-
friendly.

INROAD, Rubber Board launch multilingual
training videos for rubber growers

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Aug 6: A new digital printing enterprise,
JN Digital Print, was inaugurated at the Sirvomu
Statue tri-junction in Matipung, Diphu, on Thursday
with the aim of providing quality printing services at
affordable prices.

The family-owned venture, established by Jiten
Bey and his family, was inaugurated by Karbi Cul-
tural Society (KCS) president Humsing Bey in the
presence of KCS general secretary Sunil Tokbi, vice-
president Kamsing Engti, Dhansing Kramsa, mem-
bers of the society, and family members, friends and
well-wishers of the proprietor.

A traditional Hindu puja was performed before the
inauguration to seek blessings for the success of the
business.

JN Digital Print will offer a range of services, in-
cluding digital printing of posters, flex banners,
hoardings and vinyl prints, offset printing for
schools, government departments, businesses and or-
ganisations, as well as invitation cards for weddings
and other occasions. The unit will also provide cus-
tomised T-shirt and mug printing.

Addressing the gathering, Humsing Bey described
the venture as an inspiring example of entrepreneur-
ship and encouraged educated unemployed youths to
explore self-employment opportunities instead of re-
lying solely on government jobs. He expressed con-
fidence that the enterprise would contribute to the
local economy and emerge as a leading printing
brand in Diphu and the wider Karbi Anglong region.

Proprietor Jiten Bey said the business had been es-
tablished with a modest investment as a family ven-
ture to provide reliable digital and offset printing
services at affordable rates. He added that the enter-
prise would ensure timely delivery of printed mate-
rials not only within Diphu but also to customers in
other parts of the region through available transport
networks.

AFFIDAVIT
Through a notary affidavit at Na-

gaon Court on 5-08-2026 I declare that
the actual and correct name of my son
is Angaraj Saikia which is recorded in
all official and non official documents.
But his name has been recorded in his
birth certificate vide Regd. No B-
2022;18-90250-004090 date of issue
on 20-05-2022 as Anuraj Saikia in-
stead of Angaraj Saikia.

Hence Anuraj Saikia and An-
garaj Saikia is the same and one per-
son i.e. my son.

Dhruba Jyoti Saikia
S/O- Late Indra Mohan Saikia 

Vill. Senchowa Haldiati, PO - Sen-
chowa, Nagaon (Assam)

AFFIDAVIT
Through a notary affidavit at Na-

gaon Court on 5-08-2026 I declare
that the actual and correct name of
my son is Angaraj Saikia which is
recorded in all official and non offi-
cial documents. But his name has
been recorded in his birth certificate
vide Regd. No B-2022;18-90250-
004090 date of issue on 20-05-2022
as Anuraj Saikia instead of Angaraj
Saikia.     Hence Anuraj Saikia and
Angaraj Saikia is the same and one
person i.e. my son.     Dhruba Jyoti
Saikia    S/O- Late Indra Mohan
Saikia   Vill. Senchowa Haldiati, PO
- Senchowa, Nagaon (Assam)

AFFIDAVIT
Through an affidavit sworn before

Notary Public, Diphu Court that my
actual  name is Ranju Saha Paul which
is recorded in Aadhaar Card vide no.
648159230880 but by mistake  in my
AGVB saving bank pass book Ac-
count No.7419010017889 where my
name has been recorded Ranju Paul in
place of Ranju Saha Paul. The name of
Ranju Saha Paul and Ranju Saha are
the name of one and single person. 

Ranju Saha Paul
D/O- Sukhendu Saha
Vill- Bakalia Atigaon
P.O- Bakalia
P.S.-Bakalia 
Dist- Karbi Anglong

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Pfizer on Thursday marked a
major milestone in its partnership with the Tata Cancer
Care Foundation (TCCF), announcing that the initia-
tive has reached more than one million beneficiaries
across Assam, Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, Maharash-
tra and Odisha through cancer awareness, early detec-
tion and capacity-building programmes.

The partnership has facilitated over 993,000 screen-
ings for oral, breast and cervical cancers, trained
nearly 25,000 healthcare providers and strengthened
community-based referral systems to support early di-
agnosis and timely treatment.

To commemorate the achievement, Pfizer and
TCCF organised a stakeholder conference in Guwa-
hati, attended by Commissioner and Secretary of
Assam’s Medical Education and Research Department
Dr Siddharth Singh, senior officials from the Health
and Family Welfare Department, National Health Mis-
sion, Atal Amrit Abhiyan Society, Pfizer and State
Nodal Officers.

Addressing the event, Dr Siddharth Singh said
Assam has made significant progress in strengthening
its healthcare ecosystem through partnerships that
complement the state’s vision of accessible and equi-
table healthcare. 

He noted that awareness, early detection and timely

intervention remain crucial in tackling the state’s high
cancer burden.

Pfizer India Country President Meenakshi Nevatia
said the company’s commitment extends beyond de-
veloping medicines to strengthening healthcare sys-
tems at the community level. 

She said public-private collaboration integrating
awareness, screening, capacity building and referral
pathways could significantly improve cancer preven-
tion and early detection.

Under the partnership in Assam, more than 350,000
people have been reached through community aware-
ness programmes, nearly 280,000 screenings for oral,
breast and cervical cancers have been conducted, re-
sulting in over 1,700 referrals and the identification
of around 350 confirmed cancer cases. 

The initiative has also trained more than 5,700
frontline healthcare professionals, including Commu-
nity Health Officers, Multi-Purpose Workers, ASHAs,
AYUSH practitioners, general practitioners and den-
tists. Dr Kailash Sharma, Chief Advisor of Tata Can-
cer Care Foundation and Director of Assam Cancer
Care Foundation, said the collaboration has demon-
strated how community-led partnerships can expand
access to cancer screening, strengthen local healthcare
capacity and improve cancer outcomes through early
detection and timely care.

Pfizer-TCCF partnership reaches one million
beneficiaries through cancer screening drive

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Simply
South, a Guwahati-based restaurant
specialising in authentic South In-
dian and Andhra cuisine, has
recorded more than a 135-fold in-
crease in yearly orders since joining
the Zomato platform in 2021.

Founded by chartered accountants
Sumanth Nagisetti and Manmadh
Reddy, the restaurant saw its annual
order volume rise from 195 orders in
2021 to 26,528 orders in 2025.

The founders said the venture was
started after identifying a gap in
Guwahati for authentic South Indian
cuisine with a strong regional
Andhra identity.  In addition to pop-
ular South Indian dishes, the restau-

rant serves Andhra specialities such
as Guntur Podi Idli, Punugulu,
Upma Dosa, Pesarattu and Fried
Piece Biryani, using spices sourced
from Andhra Pradesh and signature
chutneys to retain authenticity.

Sumanth Nagisetti said the re-
sponse from customers had been en-
couraging and credited platforms
like Zomato for helping the brand
reach households across the city.

Zomato CEO Aditya Mangla said
regional food brands such as Simply
South play an important role in in-
troducing local cuisines to a wider
audience and that the platform was
pleased to support their growth.

The restaurant has also expanded
its operations by launching Telugu

Aromas, a cloud kitchen dedicated to
Andhra cuisine, and plans to further
expand within Guwahati.

According to the company, Sim-
ply South has strengthened its city-
wide reach using platform insights
and customer demand data, refined
its menu based on consumer prefer-
ences, and improved packaging and
procurement through Hyperpure
while introducing biodegradable
packaging designed to keep dosas
crisp during delivery.

Zomato said it has introduced sev-
eral initiatives to support small
restaurants, including faster on-
boarding, access to verified service
providers and promotional support
for new restaurant partners.

Simply South records 135-fold growth in Zomato orders

Police alerted against ‘forced’
and our people are helping those affected,” he said, avoiding a direct response when asked for his reaction of an

Assamese actor-dancer performing live on London streets in a fund-raising endeavour. 
“We do not need to ask for help in London or America. But if someone comes forward on their own, we don’t

have a problem. It should not be sought, but come voluntarily,” the chief minister added. 
He also urged people of the state to help the government in ensuring that those affected receive the due aid. (PTI)

Opposition  not allowing 
present in Parliament every day and is available to participate in discussions. “He is here, working. We see him

coming every morning and remaining in Parliament till late in the evening,” he said. Responding to a query on the
opposition’s claim that Rajya Sabha Chairman C P Radhakrishnan has asked him to “echo the sentiments” of the op-
position to the home minister, Rijiju said the opposition was claiming it but the Chair has not said so.

“That is what the opposition is claiming. The Chair has not given this advice,” he said.
BJP MP Ravi Shankar Prasad also accused the Congress of spreading a “false narrative” about the home minister

and disrupting Parliament to avoid a discussion.
“Rahul Gandhi and Kharge ji come up with a new story and poster every day and keep demanding that Amit Shah

be called to the House. The Union home minister sits in his chamber from 10 am to 7 pm every day. “He is there
even now. Let the House function first and let a debate take place. Once the debate begins, he will speak and give a
strong reply,” Prasad said. The former Union minister alleged that the opposition has been preventing Parliament
from functioning while simultaneously accusing the government of avoiding discussion.

“But you do not allow the House to function; you do not allow any debate. You keep creating a ruckus while Amit
Shah is sitting there and then demand that he be called. We also come and sit in the House, but there is continuous
disruption and then proceedings are adjourned,” he said.

“Kharge ji, Rahul Gandhi ji, just look ahead. He (Shah) is sitting in his chamber, ready to hear your arguments
and respond,” he added. (PTI)

Himanta terms highway project 
which is accelerating development and opening new doors of development,” the CM added, while also thanking

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari for “being so considerate of our requirements”. (PTI)

Jorhat Bar Association to file FIR 
He held the contractor as well as the superintending engineer, chief engineer and executive engineer responsible

for the alleged lapses.
Borah also questioned the installation of a central air-conditioning system, claiming that frequent voltage fluctu-

ations caused the miniature circuit breakers (MCBs) to trip 15 to 20 times a day.
He further alleged that cement was flaking off pillars, the roof concrete had been laid over plastic sheets, and the

walls were so poorly constructed that nails could not be driven into them to hang curtains.
According to Borah, the project was initially scheduled for completion within 18 months but was ultimately finished

after about three years following an extension.

Assam STF arrests 3 from Kolkata
arrested persons are from Kolkata, while the third is from Assam’s Baksa district and was hiding there.
The accused were brought to Guwahati on Wednesday night on transit remand after obtaining the necessary orders

from the competent court, the statement said.
During the operations, mobile phones, SIM cards and various documents were recovered from their possession.
With these three arrests, the total number of persons apprehended by STF, Assam in connection with the recently

detected fake GST/ITC fraud cases has risen to 12.
“The investigation is in progress, and further legal action is being taken in accordance with law,” the statement

added. (PTI)

The air Delhi’s TB patients
a fragile state. When air pollution spikes, they may struggle to breathe and sustain more lung damage, and it is

reasonable to think this raises their risk of dying. Readers should treat this as a serious warning signal, not as final
proof,” he said.

He added that the findings nevertheless carry significant implications for a country that bears the world’s highest
tuberculosis burden.

“For India this is a serious finding. India carries the world’s largest TB burden, and the country has invested enor-
mous effort and resources into finding people with TB and getting them onto treatment. That work saves lives,”
Sinha said.

He further said that the study suggests polluted air can raise a patient’s odds of dying by two-thirds even when
they are on the right treatment. So a risk we have largely left out of the equation may be quietly undercutting one of
the country’s biggest public health achievements.

Asked whether tuberculosis patients should be advised to reduce exposure during periods of severe pollution,
Sinha said more research is needed before firm recommendations can be made but some simple precautions appear
reasonable.

He further said the findings could extend well beyond tuberculosis.
“Almost certainly. Air pollution is a risk factor we tend to take for granted and leave out of our analyses. Given

how clearly it affects TB mortality, we can no longer afford to ignore it,” he said.
The researchers said polluted air may affect tuberculosis patients in several ways. Fine particles such as PM2.5

can inflame and narrow the airways, making it harder to breathe. While inflammation is part of the body’s natural
defence against infection, excessive inflammation may damage the lungs instead of helping them fight the disease,
potentially making recovery more difficult. (PTI)

Sri Lanka Navy rescues 11 
and Sri Lanka, with Lankan Navy personnel even firing at Indian fishermen in the Palk Strait and seizing

their boats in several alleged incidents of illegally entering Sri Lankan territorial waters.
The Palk Strait, a narrow strip of water separating Tamil Nadu from Sri Lanka, is a rich fishing ground for

fishermen from both countries.
Fishermen from both countries are arrested frequently for inadvertently trespassing into each other’s waters.

(PTI)
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HT Correspondent
NAGAON, Aug 6: Fresh flooding
triggered by incessant rainfall has
affected 732 people from 206 fam-
ilies in Kalapani, Deju Valley Tea
Garden and Lengpeng Tea Garden
under the Kaliabor Revenue Circle,
prompting the Nagaon district ad-
ministration to launch rescue and
relief operations.

According to an official release
issued by the District Information
and Public Relations Office
(DIPRO), the district administra-
tion, along with the Kaliabor sub-
divisional administration and
revenue officials, rushed to the af-
fected areas to coordinate emer-
gency response measures.

A joint operation by the State
Disaster Response Force (SDRF)
and District Disaster Response
Force (DDRF) teams from
Sonaribali and Kaliabor rescued
210 people from vulnerable loca-
tions and shifted them to safer
places on Wednesday.

To accommodate the affected
families, three relief camps have
been opened at Salna Bapuji Pri-
mary School, 23 No Deju Valley
Primary School and Amguri Pri-
mary School. 

The camps are currently shelter-
ing all 732 affected people from the
206 families.

The administration has arranged
hot cooked meals, safe drinking
water, medical services, sanitation
facilities, essential relief materials
and veterinary care at the camps. 

Child-Friendly Spaces and
breastfeeding corners have also
been established for children, lac-
tating mothers and adolescent girls.

Officials said no deaths, injuries
or missing persons have been re-
ported so far. 

However, the floods have af-
fected 288 large animals, 436 small
animals and 1,411 poultry.

The district administration, in
coordination with revenue officials
and other departments, is continu-
ing to monitor the situation and
provide assistance to affected fam-
ilies.

Meanwhile, officials of the
Jakhalabandha Agriculture Circle
inspected flood-hit villages at
Kuthuri and Baghmari to assess
damage to agricultural land and
standing crops. 

The Agriculture Development
Officer, village headmen and field
staff carried out preliminary sur-
veys, while a comprehensive as-
sessment has been initiated to
determine the extent of crop losses
and facilitate appropriate relief and
rehabilitation measures for affected
farmers.
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Fresh floods hit Kaliabor; 210 res-
cued, three relief camps opened

Kokrajhar Nritya Kala Academy
excels at Sanskriti Sangam 2026

HT Correspondent
KOKRAJHAR, Aug 6: Kokrajhar
Nritya Kala Academy has earned ac-
colades after its students delivered an
impressive performance at the San-
skriti Sangam 2026 International
Dance and Music Competition held at
Jyoti Chitraban Studio in Kahilipara,
Guwahati.

The academy’s young dancers won
several honours in the dance category,
impressing the judges with their tal-
ent, discipline and dedication. 

To mark the achievement, the
academy organised a felicitation pro-
gramme where 32 award-winning
students were honoured with tradi-
tional phulam gamosas.

In another major achievement, 20
students of the academy have been se-
lected to represent the institution at
the 4th International Mumbai Carni-
val Festival. 

The selection will provide the
young performers with an opportu-
nity to showcase their talent on an in-
ternational platform while promoting
the cultural heritage of Assam and the
Bodoland region.

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Shubham Sinha congratulated the stu-
dents, teachers and parents for the
achievement and lauded the acad-
emy’s efforts in nurturing young tal-
ent. 

He expressed confidence that the
selected participants would perform
well at the international festival and
bring further recognition to Kokra-
jhar.

Academy Principal Pralay Dutta
said the institution has been consis-

tently working to promote dance and
cultural education among young
learners. Thanking parents for their
continued support, he urged the stu-
dents to continue practising with ded-
ication as they prepare for the
upcoming international event.

The academy’s success at Sanskriti
Sangam 2026 has been widely appre-
ciated and is being seen as another
milestone in promoting young artistic
talent from the region at the national
and international levels.

Sonitpur DC, SSP complete 
self-enumeration for Census 2027

HT Correspondent
TEZPUR, Aug 6: Sonitpur District
Commissioner and Principal Cen-
sus Officer Ananda Kumar Das on
Thursday completed his self-enu-
meration under the Houselisting

Operation and Housing Census
(HLO) of Census 2027 (Phase I)
through the official portal, se.cen-
sus.gov.in.

The self-enumeration process at
the District Commissioner’s official

residence was facilitated by a team
led by Tezpur Municipal Board Ex-
ecutive Officer and Charge Officer
Sharon Thomas.

Appealing to residents of Sonit-
pur, Das urged them to complete
their self-enumeration within the
notified period and encourage their
family members, friends, neigh-
bours and colleagues to do the
same. He also requested citizens to
extend full cooperation to enumer-
ators during the Houselisting Oper-
ation and Housing Census
scheduled from August 17 to Sep-
tember 15, 2026.

The self-enumeration facility is
available across Assam from Au-
gust 2 to August 16, allowing resi-
dents to voluntarily submit their
household details online before the
commencement of the house-listing
exercise.

Following the District Commis-
sioner’s self-enumeration, the Cen-
sus team also visited the office of
Sonitpur Senior Superintendent of
Police Barun Purkayastha, where
his self-enumeration was success-
fully completed.

Cachar launches 
mediation drive to settle

pending court cases
HT Correspondent

SILCHAR, Aug 6: The District
Legal Services Authority (DLSA),
Cachar has launched the ‘Media-
tion for Nation 3.0’ campaign, a
special mediation drive aimed at
facilitating the amicable settlement
of pending court cases through me-
diation.

The initiative is being imple-
mented under the guidance of the
Assam State Legal Services Au-
thority (ASLSA) and the Gauhati
High Court Mediation Centre as
part of a nationwide campaign ap-
proved by the Mediation and Con-
ciliation Project Committee
(MCPC) of the Supreme Court of
India.

Under the campaign, pending
cases suitable for mediation will be
identified, screened and referred to
the Mediation Centre. 

Awareness programmes will
also be organised to encourage lit-
igants to opt for mediation as a
speedy, confidential, cost-effective
and mutually acceptable mode of
dispute resolution.

The drive covers a wide range of
disputes, including matrimonial
cases, motor accident claims,
cheque dishonour matters, com-
poundable criminal offences, con-
sumer disputes, debt recovery
cases, arbitration and commercial
disputes, service matters, partition
and eviction suits, land acquisition
cases, labour disputes and other
suitable civil matters.

The DLSA has appealed to liti-
gants, advocates and members of
the public to support the campaign
by participating in the mediation
process. 

Parties receiving mediation no-
tices have been requested to appear
before the concerned courts or the
Mediation Centre as scheduled.

According to the Secretary of
the District Legal Services Author-
ity, Cachar, the initiative aims to
strengthen the culture of consen-
sual dispute resolution by encour-
aging parties to settle conflicts
through dialogue, thereby reducing
litigation and improving the effi-
ciency of the justice delivery sys-
tem.

Biswanath admin hands
over ex gratia to families

of drowning victims
HT Correspondent

BISWANATH CHARIALI, Aug 6:
The Biswanath district administration
on Thursday handed over ex gratia
assistance to the families of two per-
sons who drowned in floodwaters
under the Naduar Revenue Circle on
Wednesday.

Cheques of ₹4 lakh each were pre-
sented to the next of kin of Khem
Saikia (75) of Magurmara village and
Dinesh Bhumij (40) of Bejorhola vil-
lage, who lost their lives after enter-
ing a paddy field inundated by the
floodwaters of the Dikorai River.

The financial assistance was pro-
vided in accordance with government
norms to support the bereaved fami-
lies.

Biswanath MLA Pallab Lochan
Das, accompanied by District Com-
missioner Karabi Saikia Karan, vis-
ited Bejorhola village and inspected
the waterlogged areas where flood-
water had accumulated due to inade-
quate drainage and insufficient water
discharge capacity.

The MLA assured that appropriate
measures would be taken to improve
the drainage system and mitigate wa-
terlogging in the affected area.

Bharat Bhushan Dev
Choudhury sworn in

as Assam CIC
HT Bureau

GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Bharat
Bhushan Dev Choudhury was
sworn in as the State Chief Infor-
mation Commissioner of Assam
at a ceremony held at Lok Bha-
van on Thursday.

Governor Lakshman Prasad
Acharya administered the oath
of office to Choudhury at the
conference hall of Lok Bhavan.

Chief Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of Assam, Dr Ravi
Kota, sought the Governor’s per-
mission to commence the pro-
ceedings of the swearing-in
ceremony.

Among those present were
State Information Commissioner
Dr Reep Hazarika, State Infor-
mation Commissioner Utpal
Baruah, Commissioner and Sec-
retary to the Governor SS
Meenakshi Sundara, Commis-
sioner and Secretary of the Ad-
ministrative Reforms, Training,
Pension and Public Grievances
(ARTPPG) Department Dr Pati-
bandla Ashok Babu, and other
senior government officials.

KAAC distributes forms for Nijut
Moina, Nijut Babu schemes in Diphu

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Aug 6: Application forms under the
Mukhya Mantri Nijut Moina Scheme and Nijut Babu
Scheme were distributed to eligible students at a pro-
gramme organised by the Assam Education Depart-
ment at the Sarsing Teron Memorial Town Hall in
Diphu on Thursday.

Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC)
Chief Executive Member and Rongkhang MLA Tuli-
ram Ronghang attended the event as the chief guest. 

Addressing the gathering, he highlighted the im-
portance of the State Government’s welfare initia-
tives in the education sector and urged students to
make full use of the schemes to continue their stud-
ies.

The programme aimed to distribute application
forms to eligible beneficiaries under the two
schemes, which provide financial assistance to stu-

dents while encouraging higher enrolment, atten-
dance and retention in schools and colleges.

Students from various educational institutions,
parents, officials and staff of the Education Depart-
ment, along with other dignitaries, attended the cer-
emony. 

Application forms were formally handed over to
eligible beneficiaries during the event.

The Mukhya Mantri Nijut Moina Scheme and
Nijut Babu Scheme have been introduced to provide
financial support to students and encourage them to
pursue higher education without interruption.

The programme also coincided with the birthday
of Tuliram Ronghang, during which Diphu Govern-
ment College presented him with a birthday cake. 

The event concluded with the singing of the Na-
tional Anthem by students, teachers and other atten-
dees.

HT Correspondent
SIVASAGAR, Aug 6: Bodoland
Territorial Council (BTC) Chief
Hagrama Mohilary on Thursday
visited flood-affected areas of
Sivasagar district, assessed the sit-
uation on the ground and distributed
relief materials among the affected
families.

Mohilary distributed 10,000
mosquito nets, 10,000 bedsheets,
phenyl and other essential items to

flood victims.
Responding to media queries, the

BTC chief said there was little point
in blaming the people of Nagaland
for the floods. 

He said those concerned should
instead urge the authorities in Na-
galand to stop quarrying coal and
stone. 

Mohilary expressed hope that the
issue would be addressed in the
next Assembly, adding that the im-

mediate priority was to rehabilitate
the affected people and rebuild
damaged embankments and roads,
around 60 per cent of which remain
submerged.

Sivasagar MLA Akhil Gogoi,
who accompanied Mohilary during
the visit, said the BTC chief had as-
sured him that he would adopt two
flood-ravaged villages and assist in
their rehabilitation.

While appreciating Mohilary for
travelling from Kokrajhar to extend
assistance to the flood-hit people of
Sivasagar, Gogoi criticised the Cen-
tral Government for what he de-
scribed as an inadequate response to
the disaster. 

He alleged that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had not visited
the affected areas and claimed that
the Centre had sent only Union
Health Minister JP Nadda. 

Gogoi further said the ₹389-crore
assistance announced by the Centre
was insufficient, asserting that
Assam required around ₹30,000
crore to effectively tackle the crisis
and undertake rehabilitation.

HT Bureau
DIPHU, Aug 6: The Khilonjiya Axomiya Sikh Sanstha,
Assam on Thursday carried out a relief drive in flood-
affected areas of Sivasagar, Nazira and Charaideo, dis-
tributing essential supplies to families affected by the
recent floods.

Representatives of the organisation visited several se-
verely inundated areas, including Nepalikhuti, where
they distributed relief materials directly to stranded res-
idents.

Keeping in view the increased risk of waterborne dis-
eases following the floods, the organisation prioritised
sanitation and health by providing water purification
filters, phenyl for maintaining hygiene and new cloth-
ing to affected families.

Residents of Nepalikhuti and nearby localities ex-
pressed gratitude as relief materials reached them dur-
ing the ongoing crisis.

The relief operation was led by Sardar Rajbir Singh,
President of the Khilonjiya Axomiya Sikh Sanstha,
Assam. 

He was accompanied by Assistant Secretary Sardar

Parvinder Singh and volunteers Sardar Jaspal Singh,
Sardar Kuldeep Singh, Sardar Harvinder Singh, Sardar
Minku Singh, Sardar Nirmal Singh, Sardar Raja Singh
and Sardar Vicky Singh, who participated in the distri-
bution of relief materials.

The organisation reaffirmed its commitment to sup-
porting flood-affected communities across Assam
throughout the ongoing relief and recovery efforts.

BTC chief Hagrama Mohilary visits
flood-hit Sivasagar, distributes relief

Khilonjiya Axomiya Sikh Sanstha 
extends flood relief in Upper Assam

HT Correspondent
GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) has an-
nounced fresh cancellations, diver-
sions and operational changes for
several trains due to the continuing
disruption caused by flooding at
Simaluguri and adjoining areas in
Sivasagar district under the Tinsukia
Division.

According to an NFR release is-
sued on Thursday, the changes have
been made in view of passenger
safety and operational requirements
as restoration work continues in the
flood-affected section.

Several long-distance trains, in-
cluding the Dibrugarh-New Delhi
Rajdhani Express (12423), Dibru-
garh-New Delhi Rajdhani Express
(20503), Dibrugarh-Chandigarh Ex-
press (15903), Avadh Assam Express
(15909/15910), Kamrup Express
(15960/15959), Vivek Express
(22504/22503), Amrit Bharat Ex-
press (15949), New Tinsukia-SMVT
Bengaluru Superfast Express
(22502) and Lokmanya Tilak Termi-
nus-Dibrugarh Express (15945) have
been diverted on different dates
through alternative routes via North

Lakhimpur, Rangapara North,
Rangiya and New Bongaigaon.

Several passenger and regional
services have also been diverted via
Moranhat, including the Ledo-
Guwahati Intercity Express (15604),
Guwahati-Ledo Intercity Express
(15603), Lumding-Tinsukia DEMU
(75601/75602), Ledo-Rangiya Inter-
city Express (15968/15967) and the
Tinsukia-Jorhat Town Passenger
(55914) on specified dates.

NFR has also cancelled a number
of trains, including the Tinsukia-
Jorhat Town Passenger (55914) on
August 7, Jorhat Town-Tinsukia Pas-
senger (55913) on August 7 and 8,
Tinsukia-Lumding DEMU (75602)
on August 7, and the Simaluguri-Di-
brugarh Passenger (55909) on Au-
gust 7. Meanwhile, the
Guwahati-Dibrugarh Nagaland Ex-
press (15669) has resumed opera-
tions with effect from August 6.

NFR said engineering teams,
under the supervision of senior rail-
way officials, are working round the
clock on a war footing to restore nor-
mal train operations in the flood-af-
fected section at the earliest while
ensuring passenger safety.

NFR diverts, cancels trains as
Simaluguri flood disruption continues

CEM Tuliram Ronghang urges students to
benefit from state education initiatives

Over 700 people affected as Nagaon administration
launches rescue and relief operations

Assures support to two villages; Akhil
Gogoi criticises Centre’s response

NFR restores Simaluguri rail link,
diesel trains to operate initially

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Aug 6: Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) has restored
the flood-damaged railway tracks at
Simaluguri and adjoining areas in
Sivasagar district, paving the way for
the gradual resumption of train serv-
ices.

NFR General Manager Chetan
Kumar Shrivastava inspected the re-
stored section, including tracks,
bridges and other railway infrastruc-

ture, following the completion of
restoration work.

During the inspection, it was ob-
served that many flood-affected resi-
dents, along with their belongings and
livestock, were still taking shelter on
or near the railway tracks. 

Considering the humanitarian situ-
ation and prioritising public safety,
NFR has decided to initially operate
only diesel locomotive-hauled trains
on the restored section to minimise

the risk of electrocution until normal
conditions return.

Local train services, including
Train No 15669 Guwahati–Dibrugarh
Nagaland Express, Train Nos
15603/15604 Guwahati–Ledo–
Guwahati Intercity Express, Train
Nos 15967/15968 Rangiya–Ledo–
Rangiya Intercity Express, Train Nos
75601/75602 Lumding–Tinsukia–
Lumding DEMU and Train No 55914
Tinsukia–Jorhat Town Passenger, will
continue to operate via Moranhat.

Long-distance trains will continue
to run on the diverted route via North
Lakhimpur, Rangapara North and
Rangiya for the time being. NFR is
also operating special trains during
the disruption to maintain connectiv-
ity with Upper Assam.

The railway authorities said full
restoration of services, including the
operation of electric trains, will be
considered once flood-affected res-
idents are able to return to their
homes.

NFR reiterated its commitment to
ensuring the safety of both flood-af-
fected people and railway passengers
while restoration efforts continue.
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We have two ears and one mouth so that we can listen
twice as much as we speak.- Epictetus

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Trump’s tariff challenged
Acoalition of 25 Democratic-led US states sued the

US administration on Monday, alleging that the
US president Donald Trump exceeded his legal

authority by imposing sweeping tariffs on 60 trading
partners and asking the US Court of International Trade
to block the measures and declare them unlawful. This
is the most comprehensive legal challenge to Trump’s
tariff actions taken using section 301 of the U.S. trade
Act. The lawsuit exposes both the fragile legal basis of
the US administration's tariff policy and the country's
deepening partisan divide, Trade experts in the US are
baffled at the way the President is using trade, destabi-
lizing the existing pattern and inviting wrath from
friendly nations. The states' lawsuit follows challenges
filed by a group of small US businesses, which sued to
block the tariffs on the day they took effect in July, The
complaint challenged the imposition of 10 per cent or 12
per cent on most of the goods imported from the affected
economies, sixty in total which together account for 99.4
percent of U.S. imports. The states alleged that US Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer rushed investigations
into 60 economies, failed to conduct the country-specific
consultations required under US trade law and did not
adequately explain why nearly uniform tariff rates were
appropriate for economies with widely different policies.

Though the states are all run by the Democrats, the
concerns are shared by the Republicans run states also
many of whose businessmen supporters have expressed
worry at the impact on the American business and the
consumers. The states are asking the court to block the
tariffs, declare them unlawful and order the administra-
tion to refund duties collected under the measures, ac-
cording to the news agencies. The 25 states' lawsuit is
the latest legal challenge to the US tariff agenda, follow-
ing a series of setbacks in court. In February, the US
Supreme Court ruled that the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act did not give the president the au-
thority to impose his earlier sweeping tariffs. Such a
sweeping application of Section 301 amounts to an ex-
pansion and abuse of the provision, He added. On July
23, the USTR announced sweeping tariffs on goods from
60 economies, including a 12.5 percent levy on Chinese
imports, following Section 301 investigations into their
alleged failure to ban imports produced with "forced
labour." The measures took effect the following day, re-
placing a previous10 percent global tariff as it expired.

The US determination to preserve a broad tariff regime
also points to the failure of its previous measures, which
neither reduced the US trade deficit nor generated more
manufacturing jobs, The US has nevertheless continued
to pursue the policy, which shows that its primary objec-
tive is not the broader interests of the US economy, but
the consolidation of the administration's domestic polit-
ical base through an increasingly protectionist agenda.

Every year, as the monsoon clouds gather
over the eastern Himalayas, the rivers
that define the state of Assam begin

their familiar transformation. The Brahmapu-
tra, wide and majestic, along with its intricate
network of tributaries such as the Barak, the
Dikhou, the Dhansiri, and the Subansiri,
swelling far past their banks, spill across the
floodplains. For centuries, the people who
dwell along these fertile valley corridors have
lived in an intimate relationship with water.
The river gives life to their emerald rice fields,
nourishes their fisheries, and shapes their rich
cultural heritage. Still, when heavy seasonal
rains turn violent and relentless, that same life
giving water transforms into an overwhelming
force that completely disrupts daily existence.
Villages that were bustling with activity only
hours earlier become submerged under muddy
brown currents, while farmlands, roads, and
courtyards vanish under a rising expanse of
water. Across districts like Sivasagar,
Charaideo, Jorhat, Barpeta, Lakhim-
pur and the river island of Majuli,
families wake to the sound of rush-
ing currents near their thresholds,
facing a rapid race against time to
preserve their lives and whatever
possessions they can carry.

Understanding the magnitude of
Assam floods requires looking far
past the physical boundaries of sub-
merged land. The true story lies in
the profound human experi-
ence that unfolds within every
affected household. A flood is
far more than a statistic re-
ported on national news broad-
casts or a temporary disruption
of traffic along state highways. It represents
the loss of months of patient agricultural labor,
the destruction of carefully tended kitchens,
and the sudden displacement of entire multi
generational families. Schoolchildren watch
their textbooks, notebooks, and cherished awards
get swept away or ruined by thick silt. Artisans
lose their handlooms and crafted wooden tools,
while small shopkeepers see their lifelong invest-
ments washed out in a matter of hours. Farmers
stand on elevated embankments, gazing out
over submerged fields where green shoots of
young paddy lie buried under feet of murky
water. In every corner of the valley, the sudden
intrusion of floodwaters strips away the phys-
ical markers of stability, leaving families to
grapple with uncertainty, grief, and the daunt-
ing challenge of rebuilding their lives from
scratch.

In the initial hours of high water, long be-
fore external relief agencies or official emer-
gency teams can arrive with boats and
supplies, the first helping hand always comes
from within the community itself.

The spirit of neighbor helping neighbor is
deep seated in the rural fabric of Assam, where
shared living creates bonds that withstand the
strongest currents. When water levels rise
silently through the night, residents wake one
another with loud shouts and knocking on
walls. Young men and women assemble
quickly to build wooden rafts from banana
plant trunks and hollow plastic containers.
They wade through waist deep currents to as-
sist elderly neighbors, carry small infants to
safety, and help pregnant mothers reach higher
ground. In places like Nepali Khuti in the
Sivasagar district, local villagers recently
demonstrated this extraordinary bravery when
unexpected surges threatened multiple ham-
lets. Using six small wooden country boats,
local residents worked continuously through
darkness and pouring rain, rescuing over a
thousand stranded neighbors from tree
branches, rooftops, and raised wooden plat-
forms without waiting for instruction or praise.
These grassroots rescue missions highlight a
deep cultural value known across Assam as the
spirit of solidarity and collective action. When
disaster strikes, formal social boundaries melt

away entirely. Families whose homes stand on
slightly higher ground immediately open their
doors, verandahs, and courtyards to dozens of
displaced neighbors. Shared kitchens spring up
spontaneously along elevated road embank-
ments and school buildings that remain above
the water level. A single large iron pot be-
comes the focal point of an entire temporary
community, where families pool whatever ra-
tions they managed to salvage before fleeing
their kitchens. Flattened rice, jaggery, salt, tea,
and dry rice are shared equally among every-
one present. Children are comforted by famil-
iar faces, and adults find solace in sharing their
worries with others who understand the exact
weight of their loss. This instant community
response serves as the first crucial shield pro-
tecting vulnerable people from total despair
during the darkest hours of a disaster.

As word of the rising crisis spreads across
urban centers like Guwahati, Dibrugarh,
Jorhat, and Tezpur, civil society organizations,

student unions, local social clubs,
and voluntary groups rally with
remarkable speed. Citizens from
all walks of life assemble at neigh-
borhood donation counters, bring-
ing sacks of food, clean drinking
water bottles, clothing, and essen-
tial medicines. Small collections
started by college students quickly
turn into major relief drives capa-
ble of filling large supply trucks.

Volunteers work late into the
night packing individual
emergency kits containing dry
food items, matches, candles,
halogen water purification
tablets, and basic first aid

items. Drivers offer their trucks for free, and
boatmen navigate perilous water channels to
deliver these packages directly into isolated
pockets that remain cut off from main trans-
portation routes. This spontaneous wave of
public generosity demonstrates how deeply the
people of Assam care for one another during
moments of collective tragedy. A vital aspect
of this community support centers on preserv-
ing dignity, particularly for women, teenage
girls, and newborn infants who face acute
challenges in relief shelters. In many historical
disaster contexts, the specific hygiene and
health needs of women were frequently over-
looked in standard relief distributions. Recog-
nizing this gap, modern social groups and
female led non profit organizations in Assam
have made dignified aid a top priority. Teams
led by women volunteers venture directly into
inundated areas carrying tailored packages
containing clean sanitary towels, soap, under-
garments, clean cotton clothes, and baby food.
By taking time to speak individually with
women in relief camps, these volunteers pro-
vide emotional reassurance alongside material
aid, ensuring that privacy and personal dignity
are maintained even under extremely challeng-
ing living conditions.

Healthcare delivery represents another crit-
ical pillar of the helping hand extended across
the floodplains. When floodwaters submerge
local health centers, contaminate drinking
water wells, and disrupt road access, the risk
of waterborne illnesses like gastroenteritis,
dysentery, skin infections, and cholera rises
sharply. Medical professionals, doctors,
nurses, and paramedical workers step up to fill
this dangerous void. Mobile medical units and
floating clinics navigate inundated tributaries
to reach isolated river islands and submerged
villages. Volunteer doctors spend long days
operating out of temporary tarpaulin tents set
up on embankments, examining patients, dis-
tributing essential medicines, and administer-
ing vaccinations. They conduct continuous
health awareness drives, teaching villagers
how to use water purification drops and prop-
erly boil water fetched from emergency
sources. Through these tireless medical inter-
ventions, countless outbreaks are prevented,

saving lives that might otherwise be lost to
post flood health complications.

The cultural community in Assam has his-
torically played a vibrant role in mobilizing
support for flood affected populations. Musi-
cians, actors, authors, and traditional folk
artists have consistently used their public plat-
forms to raise awareness, collect funds, and
physically join relief operations. Inspired by
legendary cultural figures who always dedi-
cated their artistry to human welfare, contempo-
rary artists travel into affected districts with
supply materials, singing songs of hope, distrib-
uting rations, and encouraging local volunteers.
Their active physical presence on the ground
brings visibility to neglected interior villages, en-
couraging the broader national public to step for-
ward with contributions. When artists stand knee
deep in mud alongside local workers, it sends a
powerful message that no community stands
isolated in its struggle.

The relationship between humans and ani-
mals in Assam adds another touching dimen-
sion to these community efforts. Agriculture
and dairy farming form the backbone of the
rural economy, meaning that livestock repre-
sent both economic security and emotional
family bonds. When floods strike, farmers go
to extraordinary lengths to protect their cattle,
goats, and poultry. People risk their personal
safety to untie cows from flooded sheds, lead-
ing them through fast flowing water to high
grounds, highway bridges, and elevated
earthen platforms. In world renowned wildlife
sanctuaries like Kaziranga National Park,
where rising waters force iconic species like
the one horned rhinoceros, elephants, swamp
deer, and tigers to cross dangerous express-
ways toward the safety of the Karbi Anglong
hills, local residents join hands with forest de-
partment guards. Villagers form human corri-
dors, manage vehicle speeds along highways,
and rescue distressed animal calves that get
separated from their mothers, illustrating a
deep reverence for all forms of life.

Institutional response structures, including
state disaster response forces, national disaster
management personnel, paramilitaries, and
district administrative officers, work closely
alongside these civilian volunteers. Emer-
gency rescue personnel navigate heavy motor-
boats into hazardous waters to evacuate
trapped individuals, deliver medical aid, and
drop food packets in isolated locations. Gov-
ernment agencies set up structured relief
camps in permanent educational buildings,
offering shelter, clean water systems, and
basic sanitation facilities. Recognizing that
immediate monetary assistance is essential
for families to recover basic stability, direct
financial transfers are disbursed directly into
bank accounts of affected households, help-
ing them buy fresh rations, clothing, and
temporary building supplies. This coordi-
nated alignment between state resources and
community initiatives strengthens the overall
effectiveness of emergency response opera-
tions. When the immediate floodwaters finally
begin to recede, a secondary, often more gru-
eling phase of the disaster begins. The retreat
of water exposes the harsh reality left behind.
Homes that stood submerged for days are
coated in thick layers of heavy black silt, mud,
and decaying organic matter. Furniture is ru-
ined, bamboo walls are warped or washed
away entirely, and open drinking water wells
are filled with contaminated sludge. Returning
families face the physically exhausting task of
shoveling out feet of mud before their living
spaces can become habitable once again. It is
during this difficult cleanup phase that long
term humanitarian assistance becomes ab-
solutely critical.

Voluntary youth groups and local commu-
nity collectives step in to tackle this daunting
cleanup work. Groups of young volunteers
equip themselves with shovels, buckets, water
pumps, and disinfectants to travel into hard hit
villages. They launch free house cleaning

drives, working alongside exhausted home-
owners to clear heavy silt out of rooms, scrub
down mud covered floors, and disinfect living
quarters with lime powder and bleaching
agents. They assist in cleaning community
prayer halls known as Namghars, which serve
as the spiritual and social focal points of rural As-
samese life. Restoring these sacred community
spaces provides a huge psychological boost to
villagers, offering them a clean, dignified place
to gather, pray, and discuss their collective recov-
ery plans.

Agricultural rehabilitation requires equally
sustained effort, as lost crops threaten long
term food security and rural livelihoods. To
help farmers recover before the agricultural
season slips away, government agricultural de-
partments and non governmental organizations
launch community paddy nurseries. High
quality, flood tolerant paddy seedlings are cul-
tivated in central communal land plots and dis-
tributed free of charge to farmers whose
original crops were destroyed. Farmers come
together in groups to clear sand deposits from
farmlands, restore irrigation channels, and share
draft animals and equipment. This collective
agricultural effort ensures that rural families can
put seeds back into the earth, securing their fu-
ture food supply and preventing long term eco-
nomic collapse.

The spirit of support extended to Assam
reaches far across geographical borders.

Members of the Assamese diaspora living in
distant Indian metro cities as well as overseas
locations across North America, Europe, the
Middle East, and Asia maintain strong emo-
tional connections to their homeland. They or-
ganize international fundraising campaigns,
leverage digital platforms to highlight ground
conditions, and coordinate directly with
trusted local non profit organizations back
home. Financial contributions sent by people
thousands of miles away fund long term recov-
ery projects, such as rebuilding damaged pri-
mary schools, constructing elevated concrete
community platforms, providing water filtra-
tion units, and gifting livestock to families
who lost their main source of income. This
global network proves that distance cannot
weaken the bond of empathy and care. Re-
building after a flood is a slow process that ex-
tends long after the waters disappear and
media attention fades elsewhere. Reconstruct-
ing bamboo homes, replacing lost cattle, buy-
ing new household utensils, and repurchasing
lost school supplies require months of steady
work and financial expenditure. True relief
must transform into long term resilience.
Communities are increasingly focusing on
building elevated wooden homes on high
stilts, creating raised earthen platforms in
flood prone areas to shelter livestock during
emergencies, and adopting scientific river
management strategies. Engaging technical in-
stitutions and environmental experts to study
riverbank erosion and design sustainable struc-
tural solutions ensures that future generations
are better protected against recurring water
surges.

The recurring challenge of floods in Assam
tests human endurance every year, yet it con-
sistently brings out the finest qualities of hu-
manity. In the face of overwhelming natural
destruction, the courage of local rescuers, the
generosity of strangers, the dedication of
healthcare workers, and the tireless spirit of
community volunteers shine with inspiring
brightness. People who have lost their own
possessions still find the strength to share their
remaining meal with someone in greater need.
This profound sense of togetherness shows that
while rivers may overflow and destroy physical
structures, they can never erode the enduring
strength of human compassion. As Assam con-
tinues its journey toward building safer, more re-
silient communities along its majestic
riverbanks, the warm helping hands extended
across villages, cities, and borders remain the
ultimate symbol of hope and renewal.

Inside Assam’s flood crisis: Humanity on the frontlines
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By: Anjan Roy

The Reserve Bank of India announced its new credit policy on Au-
gust 5, keeping the policy interest rates unchanged. The policy in-
terest rates are an extremely important tool used by a central bank

for maintaining price stability and the pace of the economy. 
On the face of it, it looks rather askance as current inflation rate is

well above the target rate of inflation. The Reserve Bank has pro-
jected inflation to remain over around 5% in the coming months to
opening days of the next financial year. Against this, RBI targeted
level of inflation is 4%. 

The reason RBI has chosen to retain the current level in interest
rates, instead of raising it to rein in inflation to the targeted level, is
that its analysis of the inflation dynamics convinces the policy maker
that this was a limited kind of price rise and there is little fear of a
general price increase. Going into the details of inflation figures the
RBI has worked on, “CPI inflation for 2026-27 is projected to be 5.0
per cent with Q2 at 4.7 per cent; Q3 at 5.9 per cent; and Q4 at 5.5
per cent. Inflation for Q1:2027-28 is projected at 5.3 per cent with
risks being evenly balanced.”

But RBI pointed out that core inflation, that is, excluding fuel and
food prices, the prints are in comfortable zone. That is, the current
inflationary pressure is emanating mainly from two groups of arti-
cles, fuel and food. Of these, the fuel inflation is due mainly to
volatility stemming from the Middle East war. 

Once the war situation stabilises, it is reasonable to expect the fuel
inflation should come down considerably. Hence raising the policy
rates for the sake of containing some temporary spikes might hurt
the overall growth prospects and the economy. 

As for food prices, these have a seasonal behaviour and therefore
the inflationary trends should also change. Generally speaking, the
food prices spike in the summer months and till the harvest season
in late October. Thereafter the food prices tend to soften after the ar-
rival of food items in the markets.  With such a background, the RBI
has taken the gamble to encourage growth of the economy through a
more accommodating stance in monetary policy. The bank analysis
of the growth-inflation dynamics point towards a tilt towards sup-
porting growth than a need for some emergency brakes to control in-
flation. It is more optimistic than a cautionary tale of control, based
on Reserve Bank’s trust on domestic demand as a trigger for contin-
uing growth. The Reserve Bank approach is fundamentally data
driven, that is, fine tuning its monetary policy in the context of
emerging data. All central banks promise that and so also RBI. Nev-
ertheless, in the end, it is the gut feelings —the judgment—which
have been known to really prompt the actions. 

Given the data cited by the RBI governor in his policy statement,
it appears the current policy is crafted principally to aid the continu-
ing growth of the Indian economy while maintaining price stability
within that framework of an expanding economy. A good starting
point for a policy stance of helping the domestic economy in the
midst of a generally gloomy picture of the global situation.

Such a stance should also ring a sympathetic bell with the govern-
ment. Administration generally expect a helping hand from the cen-
tral banking authority by way of maintaining an accommodating
stance in monetary policy. Look at what the RBI governor has ob-
served in his policy statement.

“Amidst persistent global uncertainty, domestic economic activity
has exhibited resilience as reflected by the high frequency indicators
available for the first quarter”, RBI cites. Now take a hard quick look
at the data sets, quoted by the RBI governor, Sanjay Malhotra:

Private consumption continued to be driven by buoyant discre-
tionary spending, while investment activity remained steady on the
back of robust government spending on infrastructure and construc-
tion. Motor vehicle sales (retail) grew by 14.5 per cent in the first
quarter of 2026-27. Two-wheeler and tractor retail sales registered
double digit growth of 15.1 per cent and 21.4 per cent in the same
period, respectively.  On the other hand, retail passenger vehicle sales
and IIP consumer durables off take grew at a robust pace of 21.0 per
cent and 7.2 per cent in the same period, respectively. Steel consump-
tion grew by 8.3 per cent while cement production increased by 8.8
per cent in in the first quarter of 2026-27. Port cargo witnessed a
growth of 6.1 per cent in Q1:2026-27. (IPA Service)

DEGREE OF THOUGHT
By: Satyabrat Borah

By: Lalit Gargg

The greatest strength of Indian
democracy lies in its Parlia-
ment. It is the supreme demo-

cratic institution where issues
concerning the nation’s present and
future are debated with seriousness,
where the government is held ac-
countable, where the opposition
gives voice to public aspirations, and
where the country’s developmental
direction is determined through leg-
islation. Unfortunately, Parliament
today is increasingly turning into an
arena of confrontation, accusations,
sloganeering, and political obstinacy
rather than a forum for dialogue and
consensus. The continued deadlock
during the ongoing Monsoon Ses-
sion has not only disrupted parlia-
mentary proceedings but has also
undermined the very spirit of
democracy.

The recent meeting between Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju and Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi, aimed at breaking the
impasse, failed to produce any
meaningful outcome. This reflects
the reality that both sides remain so
deeply entrenched in their respective
political positions that national inter-
est has been pushed into the back-
ground. The opposition insists that
Parliament cannot function unless
the government agrees to make
statements and hold discussions on
certain specific issues. The govern-
ment, on the other hand, remains de-
termined to proceed with its
legislative agenda. The result is that
valuable parliamentary time is being
squandered in unproductive con-

frontation.
Differences of opinion are natural

in a democracy, but allowing dis-
agreement to degenerate into disor-
der is contrary to democratic values.
The responsibility of the opposition
extends beyond merely opposing the
government; it must also offer con-
structive alternatives. While holding
the government accountable is the
opposition’s constitutional right,
paralysing Parliament cannot be jus-
tified under any democratic princi-
ple. Democratic dissent has its own
dignity and discipline. When oppo-
sition turns into obstruction, it
ceases to be a democratic right and
becomes a neglect of democratic re-
sponsibility.

Over the past several years, a dis-
turbing trend has emerged in which
politically contentious issues are
strategically amplified even before a
parliamentary session begins, often
with the apparent objective of dis-
rupting the entire session. Conse-
quently, many important bills are
either passed without adequate de-
bate or remain pending indefinitely.
The nation pays the highest price for
this dysfunction. Every minute of
Parliament is funded by taxpayers’
money and carries immense national
value. If that precious time is con-
sumed by slogans and disruptions
rather than meaningful deliberation,
it amounts to a betrayal of both pub-
lic trust and democratic accountabil-
ity. Dialogue remains the most
effective instrument for resolving
differences in any democracy. From
Mahatma Gandhi to Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee, India’s finest political tradi-
tions have been rooted in dialogue,

consensus, and mutual respect.
Today, both the ruling party and the
opposition must abandon their rigid
positions and return to the negotiat-
ing table. The dignity of Parliament
is not measured by how effectively
one side corners the other, but by
how seriously it deliberates upon is-
sues of national importance.

The Congress Party and its leader
Rahul Gandhi, in particular, must
recognize that democracy is not sus-
tained solely through protests and
political agitation. The role of the
opposition is not merely to challenge
the government but to strengthen
democratic institutions. If disrupting
Parliament becomes the default
strategy on every contentious issue,
the public is likely to conclude that
the opposition lacks a credible alter-
native vision and constructive policy
agenda. Citizens expect not only
criticism but also solutions. If the
opposition distances itself from dia-
logue, the ideal of “Dialogue for So-
lutions” will remain nothing more
than an empty slogan. The govern-
ment’s responsibilities are equally
significant. In a democracy, a parlia-
mentary majority does not authorize
unilateralism. The government must
also remain open to legitimate con-
cerns raised by the opposition and
seek consensus wherever possible.
Parliament does not belong to any
single political party; it belongs to
the nation. Therefore, the govern-
ment must demonstrate patience,
sensitivity, and a broader statesman-
like outlook. However, if every at-
tempt at dialogue becomes
entangled in political preconditions
and inflexible posturing, meaningful

solutions naturally become impossi-
ble.

What India urgently needs today
is greater political maturity. Unfor-
tunately, contemporary politics is in-
creasingly shaped by rigid positions,
prejudices, and partisan calculations.
Every issue is viewed through the
prism of electoral advantage rather
than national welfare. Parliamentary
debates are often overshadowed by
political messaging. Such tendencies
weaken democratic institutions. Par-
liament exists to deliberate on public
policy and national development—
not to serve as a platform for elec-
tioneering. India is currently
navigating multiple critical chal-
lenges, including economic growth,
technological advancement, em-
ployment generation, educational re-
forms, agricultural transformation,
national security, global competi-
tiveness, and social harmony. At
such a crucial juncture, every day of
Parliament is invaluable. If this pre-
cious time continues to be consumed
by political confrontation, the na-
tion’s developmental momentum
will inevitably suffer. Delays in leg-
islation, policy decisions, and parlia-
mentary functioning directly affect
the lives of ordinary citizens.

The strength of Indian democracy
should not be measured by the vol-
ume of noise inside Parliament but
by the quality of ideas and delibera-
tions it produces. In a healthy
democracy, the government and the
opposition are political rivals, not
enemies. Their ultimate commit-
ment must be to the nation. If polit-
ical parties lose sight of this
fundamental principle, democracy

risks being reduced to a mere contest
of numbers. The time has come for
all political parties to engage in sin-
cere introspection. The opposition
must make its criticism constructive,
while the government must broaden
the scope of dialogue. Together, they
must restore the dignity and credibil-
ity of Parliament. The future of
democracy lies not in confrontation
but in communication. Parliament
earns respect not through disruptions
and slogans but through thoughtful
debate and responsible lawmaking.

In a vast and vibrant democracy
like India, if Parliament itself be-
comes a symbol of persistent dead-
lock, public faith in democratic
institutions will inevitably
weaken—a development that
bodes ill for the nation’s demo-
cratic future. The need of the hour
is for politics to rise above elec-
toral compulsions and dedicate it-
self to nation-building. Both the
ruling party and the opposition
must remember that before repre-
senting their respective political
organizations, they represent India.
Every moment of Parliament is a
priceless national asset. To sacrifice
it at the altar of ego, obstinacy, and
partisan interests would be an injus-
tice to future generations. If India
truly aspires to strengthen its democ-
racy, restore the dignity of Parlia-
ment, and realize its vision of
becoming a developed nation, there
is only one path forward—dialogue,
consensus, and unwavering commit-
ment to national interest. That alone
embodies the true strength of Indian
democracy and the highest ideal of
parliamentary conduct.

RBI’s status Quo on interest rate is
aimed at pepping up growth rate

Democracy demands dialogue,
not parliamentary paralysis
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Rising HIV cases on higher education campuses:
No more silence, dialogue is essential

By: T N Ashok

Seven years have lapsed after the BJP led
NDA government under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi abrogated article 370 of

the constitution withdrawing special status con-
ferred on the state of Jammu & Kashmir soon
after independence when the Maharaja acceded
to the Union of India under the then Premier
Jawaharlal Nehru.

It had been a debatable issue for 70 years
when the Maharaja acceded to the Indian union
seeking protection from marauding tribes in the
hills aided and abetted by Pakistan’s army when
JLN agreed and a compromise was agreed to as
article 370 made a precondition for the acces-
sion. The matter reached the UN for resolution
and the world body ordered under a resolution
for both countries to withdraw their forces to
their original positions, India did but Pakistan
did not -- stayed put -- creating the Pak Occu-
pied Kashmir -- a thorn in Indo Pak relations
and the territory now sees a massive uprising
from residents both Muslims and Hindus
against the barbaric and oppressive rule of Pak-
istan army with no respect for sovereignty,
human rights, proper representation of 12 MPs
from that region, and electricity tariffs.  Against
this background, on August 5, as Jammu and
Kashmir marked the seventh anniversary of the
abrogation of Article 370, the Valley once again
wore its familiar split personality. 

In Srinagar, the National Conference (NC)
and the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
mounted protest marches in every district, only
to be boxed in by police barricades around their
party headquarters at Lal Chowk. Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah, quoting Robert Frost on so-
cial media — “miles to go before I sleep” —
declared that “we haven’t forgotten, and we
haven’t reconciled.” 

Former PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti led a
candlelight vigil the previous night. Meanwhile,
the BJP and sections of civil society marked the
day as one of integration and liberation from
what they call decades of “Article 370
apartheid.” Life, notably, went on as normal —
schools, banks and markets functioned — under
one of the tightest security blankets the city has
seen in years. 

Seven years on, Kashmir remains a place
where mourning and celebration occupy the
same street, on the same day.

The Provision That Was Always “Tempo-
rary”. To understand why August 5, 2019 still
divides opinion so sharply, one has to go back
to October 1947. When the British left the sub-
continent, princely states were given the choice
to accede to India, Pakistan, or theoretically re-
main independent. 

Maharaja Hari Singh, the Dogra ruler of
Jammu and Kashmir, hesitated. His hand was
forced when Pakistan, unable to secure acces-

sion through negotiation, backed an invasion by
Pashtun tribal militias — reinforced covertly by
Pakistani army regulars — in what was code-
named Operation Gulmarg. 

The raiders swept toward Srinagar, looting
and killing as they advanced. A desperate Hari
Singh signed the Instrument of Accession to
India on October 26, 1947, in return for military
assistance. Indian troops were airlifted to de-
fend the Valley, and a war followed.

By the time a UN-brokered ceasefire took ef-
fect on January 1, 1949, Pakistan controlled
roughly a third of the former princely state —
territory India calls Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK), encompassing what Islamabad terms
“Azad Kashmir” and the northern areas of
Gilgit-Baltistan.  The UN Security Council res-
olutions that followed called for a two-stage
process: first, a full Pakistani withdrawal of its
troops and irregulars from the territory it held;
only then would a plebiscite be held to let Kash-
miris decide their future. 

Pakistan never withdrew. Without that pre-
condition being met, the plebiscite envisaged
under the UN framework could never legally
proceed — a fact New Delhi has consistently
cited, even as Islamabad has spent 79 years de-
manding the vote regardless.  That unresolved
sequence — ceasefire without withdrawal,
promise without plebiscite — has been the
thorn at the heart of Indo-Pak relations since
1947, fuelling three further wars, the Kargil
conflict, and decades of cross-border militancy.

It was against this backdrop of a contested,
still-forming accession that Article 370 was in-
serted into the Indian Constitution in 1949, ne-
gotiated largely between Jawaharlal Nehru,
Sheikh Abdullah and constitutional advisor N.
Gopalaswami Ayyangar.  It gave Jammu and
Kashmir its own constitution, its own flag, and
autonomy over all matters except defence, for-
eign affairs and communications — explicitly
framed in the Constitution’s own text as a “tem-
porary” provision pending final resolution of
the state’s status. Article 35A, added by presi-
dential order in 1954, flowed from it: it empow-
ered the state legislature to define “permanent
residents” and reserved land ownership, gov-
ernment jobs and college admissions for them
alone — a provision that, among other things,
meant Kashmiri women who married outsiders
lost inheritance rights for their children.

It was very similar to Mexico giving up Texas
to the Union of States called the United States
of America. Texas enjoys special privileges to
protect the huge Mexican population especially
in San Antonio with Texas being the only state
allowed to fly its own flag under the Star Span-
gled Banner national flag. Texas can secede
from the United States and declare itself inde-
pendent if its state assembly decided so and the
people of the state voted for it. That has never
happened and will never happen, Mexico is not

Pakistan, though controlled by Narco Kings. 
Why Modi Moved, and Why Ladakh Was

Split Off. The BJP had campaigned on scrap-
ping Article 370 since the party’s earliest avatar,
the Jana Sangh, calling it an obstacle to J&K’s
full integration into India and a shield for sepa-
ratism, dynastic politics and demographic ex-
clusivity.  On August 5, 2019, Home Minister
Amit Shah moved a resolution in Parliament —
timed to a period of President’s Rule in the
state, which meant no elected state assembly
needed to concur — effectively hollowing out
Article 370’s substantive provisions. 

Simultaneously, Parliament passed the
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act,
downgrading the state into two Union Territo-
ries: Jammu and Kashmir, with a legislature,
and Ladakh, without one, administered directly
by a Lieutenant Governor. 

The government’s stated logic for the Ladakh
split was that the Buddhist-majority, geograph-
ically distinct region had long felt neglected by
Kashmir-centric politics and wanted direct cen-
tral governance and Union Territory status of its
own — Leh’s Buddhist leadership had peti-
tioned for exactly this for years. Ladakh’s own
protest movement — led by figures like the en-
gineer-activist Sonam Wangchuk demanding
Sixth Schedule tribal protections and statehood
safeguards — has since become a separate, oc-
casionally volatile grievance, distinct from the
Kashmir Valley’s Article 370 politics.

The government’s justification for the
broader move rested on ending what it called a
“temporary” anomaly that had outlived its pur-
pose, integrating Kashmir fully into India’s con-
stitutional mainstream, opening the region to
outside investment and land ownership, and —
its officials argue — reducing terrorism and
stone-pelting through economic development. 

Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy has previ-
ously described the move as J&K’s journey
“from terrorist hotspot to tourist hotspot.”

The Congress has run parallel “black day”
campaigns demanding statehood under the ban-
ner “Hamari Riyasat, Hamara Haq.”

A Wound That Won’t Close. Seven years in,
the anniversary itself has become a ritual of
contested memory: black armbands and candle-
light vigils in one part of the city, celebratory
events in another, and a security grid heavy
enough to ensure both happen without collid-
ing.  What remains unresolved is not just Kash-
mir’s constitutional status but the older, deeper
fracture from 1947 — an accession under fire,
a war that froze rather than settled, and a
plebiscite promise suspended forever on Pak-
istan’s unmet precondition. 

Until that foundational dispute finds resolu-
tion, every August 5 in Srinagar will likely con-
tinue to be marked, as this one was, by two
Kashmirs observing the same date for entirely
opposite reasons. (IPA Service)

Seven years after Article 370: Kashmir’s
two faces, one unhealed wound

By: Himangshu Ranjan Bhuyan

The state of Assam occupies a
uniquely sensitive geopolitical po-
sition within India’s northeastern

frontier, serving as a critical land bridge
connecting the mainland to the broader
region while sharing direct international
boundaries with Bangladesh spanning
approximately 263 kilometers and
Bhutan across 267 kilometers, alongside
its close proximity to porous interna-
tional corridors involving Myanmar and
China. Historically, this geographic ori-
entation has rendered the state vulnerable
to a wide array of external security chal-
lenges, primarily driven by the artificial
demarcation of borders following the
Partition of 1947 and the geopolitical
churn during the 1971 Bangladesh Lib-
eration War. Unlike traditional land bor-
ders defined by clear natural markers or
high mountain ranges, the Indo-
Bangladesh border along Assam is char-
acterized by an exceptionally complex,
heterogeneous terrain that features dense
riverine channels, low-lying floodplains,
marshy char lands along the Brahmaputra
River, and densely populated border
habitats where agricultural land directly
abuts the international zero line. The
riverine sectors, particularly across dis-
tricts like Dhubri, South Salmara-
Mankachar, Cachar, and Sribhumi,
present immense physical impediments
to traditional physical fencing, as shifting
river channels regularly erode border
markers and inundate physical structures
during the annual monsoon season. These
ecological and geographical realities
have historically created structural vul-
nerabilities that illicit networks, irregular
migrants, and insurgent outfits have ex-
ploited for decades. The inability to es-
tablish an unbroken, impermeable barrier
along these porous stretches transformed
border management from a routine bor-
der-policing exercise into a complex in-
ternal security imperative. Over time, the
uncontrolled movement of populations
across these open borders directly im-
pacted the socio-demographic composi-
tion of Assam, fostering deep-seated
anxieties among indigenous communities
regarding land ownership, political rep-
resentation, and cultural identity. Conse-
quently, the dynamics of border
management in Assam cannot be viewed
strictly through the narrow lens of terri-
torial defense against foreign military ag-
gression; rather, it represents an essential,
foundational component of state gover-
nance that directly shapes local stability,
law and order, ethnic harmony, and the
broader internal security architecture of
Northeast India as a whole.

The long-term socio-political impact
of unchecked cross-border infiltration
has historically constituted the primary
driver of internal instability within
Assam, giving rise to prolonged mass
movements, ethnic friction, and socio-
political polarization. The massive influx

of population across the porous border
following the 1971 conflict triggered sig-
nificant demographic changes, precipitat-
ing the historic Assam Movement from
1979 to 1985, which demanded the iden-
tification, disenfranchisement, and de-
portation of illegal foreign nationals. This
political mobilization culminated in the
signing of the Assam Accord in 1985, es-
tablishing a legal framework for border
management and foreigner detection. De-
spite these institutional mechanisms, the
persistence of illegal immigration over
subsequent decades continued to fuel in-
tense grievances regarding land en-
croachment in ecologically sensitive char
areas, tribal belts, and forest reserves,
while simultaneously threatening the po-
litical rights and cultural heritage of in-
digenous communities. To address these
systemic vulnerabilities, state and central
authorities initiated comprehensive pol-
icy interventions, including the updating
of the National Register of Citizens
(NRC) and the execution of the historic
tripartite Memorandum of Settlement
with the pro-talks faction of the United
Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) in De-
cember 2023. This milestone peace
agreement explicitly prioritized border
security as a mandatory prerequisite for
protecting indigenous rights, mandating
enhanced technological surveillance,
strict revision of electoral rolls to prevent
the illegal inclusion of non-citizens, and
rigorous eviction drives against unautho-
rized encroachments on government and
forest lands. Concurrently, the Assam Po-
lice Border Organisation has been signif-
icantly strengthened to function as a
resilient second line of defense behind
the Border Security Force (BSF), deploy-
ing dedicated personnel for intelligence
gathering, border monitoring, and the in-
terception of illegal entrants. In recent
years, strict zero-tolerance enforcement
policies have led to the proactive detec-
tion and expulsion of organized infiltra-
tion attempts, demonstrating a clear
strategic transition toward robust push-
back mechanisms and coordinated inter-
agency operations. Maintaining this strict
posture along the border is vital not only
for deterring unauthorized entry, but also
for preserving social cohesion, prevent-
ing communal violence, and reassuring
indigenous populations that state sover-
eignty and demographic integrity are
being actively safeguarded. The porous
nature of Assam’s international bound-
aries has historically functioned as a
force multiplier for armed insurgent
groups, enabling underground organiza-
tions to establish cross-border operational
networks, procurement lines, and safe sanc-
tuaries outside Indian jurisdiction. Outfits
such as the United Liberation Front of
Asom (ULFA) and various factions of the
National Democratic Front of Bodoland
(NDFB) systematically exploited unfenced
border stretches and difficult terrain to
launch surprise attacks against state secu-
rity forces before retreating into safe

havens located in neighboring countries, in-
cluding Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Myan-
mar. These external bases provided
insurgent outfits with logistics hubs,
weapons training facilities, and access to
international black markets for arms and fi-
nance, effectively sustaining violent con-
flicts for over four decades. The security
paradigm underwent a fundamental shift
following major counter-insurgency opera-
tions, most notably Bhutan’s Operation All
Clear in 2003 and subsequent sustained
diplomatic cooperation with Bangladesh,
which led to the dismantling of insurgent
command structures and the arrest or ex-
tradition of top leadership figures. The
gradual surrender of insurgent factions
culminated in comprehensive peace
agreements, including the 2020 Bodo Ac-
cord and the definitive 2023 ULFA Peace
Accord, which saw thousands of cadres
lay down their arms and integrate into the
democratic process. However, internal
security management cannot afford com-
placency, as residual insurgent elements,
most notably the anti-talks faction known
as ULFA-Independent (ULFA-I), con-
tinue to operate from remote bases in
eastern Myanmar. These splinter groups
leverage transnational illicit corridors to
conduct sporadic extortion, recruit vul-
nerable youth, and maintain contacts with
wider insurgent alliances in the region.
Neutralizing these lingering threats re-
quires sustained intelligence sharing, rigor-
ous border control to prevent the infiltration
of armed cadres, and active diplomatic en-
gagement with regional neighbors to deny
insurgent organizations any opportunity to
re-establish sanctuary or transit routes
along the borderlands.

To overcome the severe topographical
limitations that make conventional phys-
ical barriers impossible along riverine
and marshy sectors, India has pioneered
an advanced technological paradigm in
border management along the Assam-
Bangladesh frontier. While physical fenc-
ing covers the vast majority of the land
boundary, crucial unfenced gaps—partic-
ularly in the Dhubri sector where the
Brahmaputra River enters Bangladesh—
historically exposed the state to unde-
tected crossings and smuggling. In
response, the Ministry of Home Affairs
implemented the Border Electronically
Dominated QRT Interception Technique
(BOLD-QIT) under the Comprehensive
Integrated Border Management System
(CIBMS) framework. This initiative con-
verts difficult riverine stretches into tech-
nologically monitored zones using a
network of high-tech sensors, thermal
imaging devices, ground-based radar,
micro-aerostat balloons, unmanned aerial
vehicles, and day-night surveillance cam-
eras integrated into a centralized com-
mand center. When these automated
systems detect unauthorized movement
or perimeter breaches, real-time alerts are
instantly transmitted to specialized Quick
Reaction Teams (QRTs) of the Border Se-
curity Force equipped with high-speed

river craft, enabling swift interception be-
fore intruders can melt into local popula-
tions. Modernization efforts have been
further augmented by the deployment of
body-worn cameras, night-vision de-
vices, biometric verification systems, and
smart perimeter alarms designed to oper-
ate under harsh weather conditions. De-
spite these remarkable technological
advancements, operational border man-
agement continues to face serious physi-
cal challenges, including extreme
monsoon flooding, riverbank erosion that
damages physical infrastructure, dense
seasonal fog that impairs visual optics,
and land acquisition delays in inhabited
border zones. Addressing these persistent
vulnerabilities requires ongoing invest-
ments in climate-resilient engineering,
modern radar technologies capable of
penetrating heavy rainfall, and continu-
ous structural upgrades to ensure that
technical surveillance systems remain
operational and effective throughout the
year. Beyond population movement and
political insurgency, border porosity
presents a severe threat to Assam’s inter-
nal law and order through the prolifera-
tion of organized transnational criminal
networks engaged in smuggling and il-
licit trade. The strategic proximity of
Northeast India to the Golden Triangle—
one of the world’s primary drug-produc-
ing regions encompassing parts of
Myanmar, Laos, and Thailand—has
turned Assam into both a major transit
corridor and a direct market for illicit nar-
cotics, including high-purity heroin,
methamphetamine, and Yaba tablets.
These dangerous substances cross vul-
nerable border points, fueling substance
abuse among local youth, generating il-
licit revenue for criminal syndicates, and

funding residual insurgent activities
across the state. Concurrently, cross-border
networks actively engage in the smuggling
of cattle, fake Indian currency notes
(FICN), timber, wildlife products, and ille-
gal arms, creating a shadow economy that
undermines legitimate commercial activity
and corrupts local governance structures.
Managing these multi-faceted security
threats requires border authorities to strike a
delicate balance between rigorous security en-
forcement and the facilitation of lawful cross-
border commerce. The establishment of
modern border infrastructure, such as the
Integrated Check Post (ICP) at Sutarkandi
in Karimganj district, demonstrates how se-
cure, digitized trade corridors can transform
chaotic borderlands into regulated eco-
nomic gateways. By centralizing customs
processing, cargo verification, and passen-
ger screening within secure, high-tech en-
vironments, ICPs significantly reduce
opportunities for illicit contraband while
facilitating legitimate trade volumes
worth hundreds of crores annually. Se-
curing the border against transnational
criminal networks is therefore an essen-
tial economic and social priority, directly
protecting local communities from the
destructive effects of organized crime
while encouraging formal regional trade
and economic development.

Establishing a sustainable internal se-
curity framework for Assam ultimately
demands a holistic, multi-layered strate-
gic approach that seamlessly integrates
physical infrastructure, smart surveil-
lance technology, proactive law enforce-
ment, civil-military synergy, and
inclusive socio-economic development.
While physical fencing and electronic
surveillance systems form the first line of
defense managed by the Border Security

Force, internal security cannot be main-
tained without robust secondary enforce-
ment layers inside the state. Strengthening
the capacity of the Assam Police Border
Organisation, expanding intelligence net-
works, and utilizing advanced spatial tech-
nologies like satellite imagery to monitor
encroachments in char areas are crucial
steps in preventing illegal settlements and
detecting illicit networks. Furthermore, ef-
fective border management relies heavily
on the active participation and coopera-
tion of local border communities. Imple-
menting community-centric initiatives
helps address socio-economic marginal-
ization in remote border areas by improv-
ing road connectivity, healthcare,
education, and livelihood opportunities,
thereby converting border populations
into proactive partners in national secu-
rity rather than vulnerable targets for ex-
ploitation by criminal syndicates. At the
international level, sustained diplomatic
engagement with neighboring countries,
particularly Bangladesh, remains vital for
coordinating anti-smuggling operations,
expediting joint border surveys, and re-
solving pending fencing disputes along
sensitive zero-line sectors. In conclusion,
border management in Assam is far more
than an administrative or military task
along the state’s geographical perimeter;
it is the cornerstone of the state’s internal
stability, cultural preservation, and long-
term economic prosperity. By continuing
to modernize border security infrastruc-
ture, enforcing strict rule of law, protect-
ing indigenous land and political rights,
and fostering regional economic integra-
tion, India can effectively safeguard
Assam’s borders and secure a peaceful,
resilient future for the entire northeastern
region.

Border management and Assam’s internal security

By: Dr Satyavan Saurabh

The future of a country is determined by its
youth, and the greatest centers of youth power
are our schools, colleges, and universities.

Therefore, if news emerges from a state that a large
number of students have tested positive for HIV, forc-
ing the government to launch a comprehensive testing
campaign in higher education institutions, this is no
longer a matter solely for the health department. It is
a serious warning for education, society, families, pol-
icymakers, and the entire nation. This is not the time
to spread fear, but to confront this challenge with a
scientific approach, sensitivity, and widespread aware-
ness.

HIV, or Human Immunodeficiency Virus, attacks
the body's immune system. If not diagnosed and
treated promptly, it can lead to a serious condition
called AIDS. However, advances in medical science
have made it a manageable disease. With the help of
antiretroviral therapy (ART), infected individuals can
live a normal and long life. Therefore, early detection,
regular treatment, and infection prevention are crucial.

The news of HIV infection among young people
raises several serious questions. Is health and sex ed-
ucation adequate in our educational institutions? Are
young people receiving scientific information about
safe behavior, the causes of infection, and preventive
measures? Are families and society willing to openly
communicate on this topic? If the answer to these
questions is 'no,' then we must acknowledge that the
problem is not just about health, but also about our so-
cial mindset and education system.

Even today, Indian society doesn't consider it com-
fortable to discuss sexual health openly. Parents are
hesitant, teachers often avoid the topic, and students
often receive incomplete or misleading information
from the internet or friends. This results in myths, mis-
conceptions, and misconceptions. Scientific informa-
tion, however, is the most effective means of
preventing this disease.

It's also important to understand that HIV infection
can spread not only through unprotected sex, but also
through transfusions of infected blood, the use of con-
taminated needles, and from an infected mother to her
child. However, HIV is not spread through shaking
hands, sitting together, sharing food, hugging, sneez-
ing, or mosquito bites. Unfortunately, even today, a
large segment of society remains unaware of these
facts. This ignorance leads to discrimination and so-
cial exclusion against infected individuals.

Young people attending higher education institu-
tions are at a time of their lives marked by independ-
ence, curiosity, and a desire for new experiences.
Guiding them in the right direction is not only the re-
sponsibility of families, but also of universities and
the government. Every college and university should
have a health counseling center, trained counselors,
confidential testing facilities, and regular awareness
programs. Students should be assured that their pri-
vacy and dignity will be fully protected if they come
forward with a health concern.

If a state decides to launch an HIV testing campaign
in higher education institutions, its objective should
not be solely to identify infected individuals. Coun-
seling, mental health support, treatment, and aware-
ness must be given equal importance. Testing will be
successful only if students perceive it as a normal
health safety measure rather than a source of fear or
shame.

The role of the media also becomes crucial here.
Sensationalizing any data or event creates fear and
confusion in society. Conversely, if the media pro-
motes dialogue based on scientific facts, expert
opinion, and awareness, society can become more
responsible and sensitive. It is also essential to end
the tendency to associate illness with crime or char-
acter.

The growing trend of drug addiction is also a matter
of concern. Drug abuse, especially the sharing of in-
fected needles, also increases the risk of HIV infec-
tion. Therefore, de-addiction campaigns and HIV
awareness programs need to be integrated. Effective
infection control is achieved not only through treat-
ment but also by reducing risky behaviors.

India has achieved remarkable success over the
years through its National AIDS Control Program.
New infections have declined, and millions of infected
individuals have been provided treatment. However,
if the number of infections among young people is a
cause for concern, it signals the need to review old
awareness methods and make them more effective,
modern, and youth-friendly.

The role of the family is crucial in this entire matter.
Confident communication, accurate information, and
emotional support with children and adolescents can
protect them from risky situations. If families them-
selves make this topic taboo, young people will be
forced to seek information from inappropriate sources.
Silence is never the answer; appropriate communica-
tion at the right time is the foundation of safety.

We must also remember that a person living with
HIV is a normal citizen just like us. They need treat-
ment, respect, and support, not scorn. The more sen-
sitive society becomes, the more people will come
forward without fear for testing and treatment. This is
also the most effective way to prevent infection.

The need today is to transform higher education
campuses not only into centers of knowledge, but also
centers of health, awareness, and life skills. Scientific
thinking, responsible behavior, regular health check-
ups, and a sensitive social environment can only ad-
dress this challenge.

Ultimately, the challenge of HIV teaches us that
modern education cannot be limited to degrees. Life-
saving knowledge is equally essential. If we break the
silence today and embrace awareness, dialogue, and
a scientific approach, not only will infection preven-
tion be possible, but we will also build a society that
sees people as human beings, not diseases. This is the
need of the hour and the most important step towards
a healthy, safe, and compassionate India. (Dr.
Satyawan Saurabh, PhD (Political Science), is a poet
and social thinker.)

Page 5 August 07_Normal Pages  06-08-2026  20:52  Page 1



THE HILLS TIMES  WORLD           FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, 20266

ROME, Aug 6: Italy placed all of its
major cities under the highest heat alert
Thursday as a blistering heat wave
gripped Europe, setting a national tem-
perature record in Austria, fueling wild-
fires in France and disrupting energy
and transport systems across the conti-
nent. The extreme weather has pushed
temperatures above 40 degrees Celsius
(104 Fahrenheit) in several countries,
prompting health warnings for millions
of people.

Across Europe, authorities are grap-
pling with the consequences of extreme
heat: health alerts for millions in Italy,
record temperatures in Austria, drought-
related disruptions to energy and ship-
ping in Central Europe, and wildfires
stretching from France to the Balkans.

Scientists and officials warn that such
events are becoming more frequent and
intense as the climate warms.

From the Mediterranean to Central
Europe, prolonged heat, drought and
wildfire conditions are increasingly be-

coming defining features of summer.
The current heat wave has exposed vul-
nerabilities in public health systems,
power generation, transportation net-
works and tourism infrastructure, forc-
ing governments and businesses to adapt
to more frequent periods of extreme
weather. Italy’s Health Ministry placed
all 27 cities monitored under its national
heat surveillance system on red alert
Thursday — the first time this year the

entire network has been under the high-
est warning level simultaneously.

The alerts stretch from Trieste in the
northeast to Palermo in Sicily and signal
a health risk for the entire population,
not only vulnerable groups such as older
adults and people with chronic illnesses.

Authorities urged residents and
tourists to avoid direct sunlight during
the hottest hours of the day, remain in-
doors where possible and drink plenty

of water as temperatures in some areas
approached 40 degrees Celsius.

The heat has also forced adjustments
at major tourist attractions. The min-
istries of tourism and culture extended
evening opening hours at landmarks, in-
cluding Rome’s Colosseum and Pan-
theon. Cooling mist fans have been
installed at the Colosseum’s entrances,
and additional medical stations have
been made available.

The most intense temperatures were
recorded in Austria, where the mercury
reached 41.2 degrees Celsius on
Wednesday in the village of Bad
Deutsch-Altenburg near the Slovak bor-
der, according to GeoSphere Austria. It
was the highest temperature ever
recorded in the country.

Austria is also facing severe drought.
Rainfall from Jan. 1 through June 30
was 27 per cent below the long-term av-
erage nationwide, while some eastern
regions received only half their normal
precipitation. (AP)

BEIJING, Aug 6: China has
lodged a “serious diplomatic”
protest with Japan over its latest
defence white paper, which por-
trayed Beijing as Tokyo’s “great-
est strategic challenge” and made
“brazen comments” on Taiwan,
further escalating tensions be-
tween the two countries.

“The white paper once again
targeted China with groundless
accusations, rehashing the so-
called ‘China threat’ and grossly
interfering in China’s internal af-
fairs with brazen comments on
China’s Taiwan region,” Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lin Jing
said on Wednesday.

“We deplore and firmly reject
this, and have lodged serious
representations with Japan,” he
said while answering questions
over Japan’s new defence white
paper.

Defending recurring military
drills around Taiwan, which
China claims as part of its terri-
tory, Lin said, “Taiwan is an in-
alienable part of China’s territory.
The Taiwan question is entirely

China’s internal affair. How to re-
solve it is a matter for the Chinese
ourselves and Japan is in no place
to interfere.”

About disputed islands in the
East China Sea, he said, “Diaoyu
Dao and its affiliated islands have
been China’s territory since an-
cient times.”

The islands, called Senkaku
by Japan and Diaoyu Dao by
China, are controlled by Tokyo.
The Chinese coast guard period-
ically conducts patrols around
them to assert Beijing’s sover-
eignty.

The white paper approved by
Japan’s cabinet on Tuesday said

China’s growing military actions
are Japan’s top security challenge
and “must be addressed through
overall national strength and co-
operation with allies and like-
minded nations.”

The nearly 600-page white
paper contained a detailed assess-
ment of the increasingly volatile
regional security environment.

Coinciding with the release of
the white paper, Japan showcased
its new anti-ship missile, with a
range of about 1,000 km.

The missile test brings Tokyo a
step closer to fielding an indige-
nous family of long-range stand-
off missiles that could be
deployed from the land, sea and
air, the Hong Kong-based South
China Morning Post reported.

In his preface to the whitepa-
per, Japanese Defence Minister
Shinjiro Koizumi hoped that it
would “deepen the public’s un-
derstanding of Japan’s defence
and security, and serve as an op-
portunity for people to reflect on
how security is linked to the fu-
ture of every citizen.” (AP)

DHAKA, Aug 6: Bangladesh’s
presidential election will be held
on August 20, the Election Com-
mission announced on Thursday,
two weeks after President Mo-
hammed Shahabuddin resigned on
health grounds before completing
his five-year term.

Shahabuddin, 76, was a long-
time ally of deposed prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina.

“Chief Election Commissioner
AMM Nasir Uddin has finalised
the dates in consultation with (act-
ing parliamentary) Speaker Kayser
Kamal,” the Election Commis-
sion’s senior secretary Akhtar
Ahmed told reporters.

In line with the Constitution, the
parliament members elect the pres-
ident, but the EC conducts the pro-

cedure to elect the head of state.
Announcing the election sched-

ule, Election Commission Secre-
tariat Senior Secretary Akhtar
Ahmed said that voting will be
held on August 20 from 2:00 pm to
5:00 pm at the Jatiya Sangsad (Na-
tional Parliament) session hall.

Nomination papers will be ac-
cepted at the office of the Chief
Election Commissioner on August
13. The scrutiny of nomination pa-
pers will be held on August 16.
The last date for withdrawal of
candidature is August 18.

The lawmakers would cast votes
to elect the new president inside
Parliament on August 20. How-
ever, no voting will be held in case
of a consensus candidate.

According to the state-run BSS

news agency, Ahmed told journal-
ists that the announcement for the
presidential election schedule was
made after discussions with Parlia-
ment Speaker Hafiz Uddin Ahmed,
who is serving as Acting President
for 90 days in accordance with the
Constitution. A new President
must be elected within a 90-day
timeframe.

Ahmed said that the voter list for
the election has been prepared and
other remaining administrative
procedures will be completed be-
fore the election.

Shahabuddin, a 1971 Liberation
War veteran and former lower ju-
diciary judge, had taken the oath in
April 2023 for a five-year term.

He cited health complications as
the reason for his resignation;
however, it came amid specula-
tions that Prime Minister Rah-
man’s government was
uncomfortable with the largely tit-
ular head of state.

Some reports had claimed that
Shahabuddin contacted Hasina
over the phone, disappointing the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party’s top leadership. The former
president had dismissed the reports
as “baseless.” (AP)

COLOMBO, Aug 6: The Tamils of In-
dian origin would press for the creation of
a Non-Territorial Tamil Community
Council in Sri Lanka when the Constitu-
tional reform process gets underway, TPA
leader Mano Ganesan said Thursday.

Ganesan, the Tamil Progressives Al-
liance (TPA) leader met India’s Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri along with
other leaders of the newly formed group
of Sri Lankan Tamil and Indian-Origin
Tamil (IOT) community on Wednesday
when he spoke about the role envisaged
for the Non-Territorial Tamil Commu-

nity Council (NTTC).
The Constitutional reform must not

only safeguard devolution but also
recognise the democratic aspirations of
the Indian-Origin Tamil community
through the inclusion of the NTTC in
the Constitution, Ganesan stressed.

According to the Ministry of External
Affairs, Misri called upon the Sri
Lankan leadership to implement their
commitment to hold Provincial Council
elections at the earliest and to fully im-
plement the Constitutional provisions
of Sri Lanka to meet the aspirations of

the Tamil people.
Ganesan told PTI, “There is under-

standable concern that a new Constitu-
tion could weaken the gains of the 13th
Amendment, particularly (for) Provin-
cial Councils. Given its historic role in
the 1987 Indo-Lanka Accord, India has
both the moral standing and legitimate
interest to caution against any constitu-
tional process that dilutes devolution.”

Recalling that President Anura Ku-
mara Dissanayake’s National People’s
Power (NPP) had pledged to resume the
Constitutional process that began in
2016 from where it was suspended,
Ganesan said, “The 2016 Steering
Committee’s Interim Report did not
propose weakening the 13th Amend-
ment. Instead, it recommended
strengthening the Provincial Councils
and deepening devolution.”

Ganesan said he served alongside
President Dissanayake on the Constitu-
tional Steering Committee and that it
would be both politically and morally
inconsistent to now weaken or abolish
Provincial Councils. (AP)

SEOUL, Aug 6: North Korea launched a
short-range ballistic missile toward the wa-
ters off its east coast on Thursday, South
Korea’s military said, the latest in a series
of weapons tests by North Korea this year.

The military detected the launch from
North Korea’s eastern coastal Wonsan area
around 5 pm, the South’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said in a statement.

It said South Korea’s military has bol-
stered its surveillance posture and is closely
coordinating with the US and Japan.

Japan’s Defence Ministry also said that
North Korea fired a possible ballistic mis-
sile but there was no impact in or around
Japan.

North Korea has been focusing on en-
larging its nuclear and missile arsenals
since leader Kim Jong Un’s high-stakes
diplomacy with US President Donald
Trump collapsed in 2019.

Experts say the North Korean leader
wants international recognition as a nuclear
state so that he can demand the lifting of in-
ternational economic sanctions on North
Korea. (AP)

JERUSALEM, Aug 6: Israeli prosecu-
tors Thursday charged a settler for the
killing of a Palestinian community leader
last year in the occupied West Bank, ac-
cording to an indictment filed in district
court.

In the document, prosecutors accuse
Yinon Levi, who lives in the south of the
West Bank, of reckless manslaughter in
the death of prominent Palestinian activist
Awdah Hathaleen in July 2025. The
charge holds a lesser punishment than
murder under Israeli law. The indictment
also charges Levi with armed trespassing
and malicious property damage.

It is extremely rare for Israel to charge
settlers with violence against Palestinians.
Israeli rights group B’Tselem said that the
charges against Levi mark the first time
since October 7, 2023 that an Israeli has
been indicted for the death of a Palestin-
ian in the West Bank.

In that time, the group said, Israeli set-
tlers and soldiers have killed at least 1,100
Palestinians in the territory.

A lawyer for Levi, Avichay Hajbi, did
not confirm whether an indictment was
handed down, but told The Associated

Press that the prosecution had made a
“mistaken decision.” He said the defence
would respond to the accusations in court.

Levi was shown in video footage shoot-
ing at crowds of Palestinians in
Hathaleen’s village, Umm al-Khair, on
the day the activist was killed. Witnesses
said one of the shots Levi fired struck
Hathaleen, who was standing metres
away.

One video showed Levi firing two
shots, while another, which family mem-
bers say was taken by Hathaleen himself,
showed Levi firing toward the person
holding the camera. The footage cuts, but
the person can still be heard moaning in
pain. Hathaleen was a prominent voice
advocating against settler violence and
was involved in the 2025 Oscar-winning
film “No Other Land,” which chronicled
the fight by Palestinian residents to pro-
tect their homes and villages.

A teacher and father of three, he often
hosted international activists and digni-
taries in his home. His public profile and
the videos capturing the moment of the al-
leged shooting ignited global calls for
Levi’s prosecution. (AP)

LAHORE, Aug 6: Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Chief
of Defence Forces Field Marshal
Asim Munir will undertake a
three-day official visit to Saudi
Arabia from Thursday as Islam-
abad seeks to reinforce its strategic
partnership with Riyadh against
the backdrop of escalating tensions
in West Asia.

Pakistan last week said it is
“doing its utmost” to bring the US
and Iran back to the negotiating
table under the Islamabad Memo-
randum of Understanding signed
on June 18. Sharif, who last visited
Saudi Arabia, is leading a high-
level delegation for the August 6-
8 visit. Apart from Munir, the
high-level delegation includes
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar
and other federal ministers, the
Foreign Office (FO) said in a state-
ment posted on X.

Dar, who is also the Foreign
Minister, concluded a visit to Jor-
dan after attending a ministerial
meeting on Jerusalem and is al-
ready in Saudi Arabia. He will di-
rectly join the prime minister’s
delegation there, the FO said.

“During the visit, the prime min-

ister will meet Crown Prince and
Prime Minister of Saudi Arabia
Mohammed bin Salman. Discus-
sions would focus on consolidating
the Pakistan-Saudi bilateral rela-
tionship and exchange views on
areas of regional and international
developments of mutual interests,”
the statement said.

The visit, it said, reflected Pak-
istan’s long-standing partnership
with Saudi Arabia, rooted in
decades of mutual trust, coopera-
tion and brotherhood.

“Although taking place amid
heightened tensions in the Gulf, the
visit carries significance beyond
the immediate crisis and short-term
considerations. It will further
strengthen bilateral relations,
deepen strategic cooperation, en-
hance coordination on regional and
international issues of mutual inter-
est and also reinforce multilateral
cooperation,” the FO said. The visit
comes at a time when the West Asia
conflict has widened across multi-
ple fronts, prompting Gulf states to
strengthen regional security coor-
dination.

Earlier on July 30, Saudi Arabia
proposed a Multinational Maritime

Defence Coalition (MMDC)
aimed at safeguarding commercial
shipping lanes and critical energy
supply routes through the Red Sea
and the Bab al-Mandeb Strait.

Fourteen countries, including
Pakistan, expressed support for the
initiative, underscoring growing
concerns over the security of one
of the world’s most vital maritime
corridors, according to reports.

Islamabad simultaneously reiter-
ated its commitment to Saudi Ara-
bia’s security and stressed the
importance of ensuring the unin-
terrupted flow of lawful maritime
commerce through the Red Sea
and the Bab al-Mandeb. Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia further deepened
their defence ties last year by sign-
ing a Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement, which became opera-
tional earlier this year.

Its implementation coincided
with Pakistan’s diplomatic efforts
to facilitate dialogue between Iran
and the United States, reflecting Is-
lamabad’s attempt to balance its
close strategic partnership with
Saudi Arabia while maintaining
channels of communication with
Tehran. (AP)

BUNIA, Aug 6: Dozens of health workers working at the epicen-
tre of Congo’s Ebola outbreak staged protests on Thursday to de-
mand payment for their wages, abandoning several health facilities
even as aid workers warn that the world’s fastest-growing out-
break of the disease is spreading at an alarming rate.

The health workers are protesting at the governor’s office in
Bunia, the capital of Ituri province, which accounts for nearly 90
per cent of the Ebola cases in the country. They are the latest group
to walk off their jobs since protests over pay issues began weeks
ago.

The health workers, including nurses providing critical care to
Ebola patients, said they haven’t received wages and bonuses for
their work fighting Ebola since the outbreak was declared in mid-
May.

“With this way of managing things, Ebola will not end in this
province. We ask the authorities to get involved at all levels so
that a solution is found quickly,” said Edouige Makosi, one of the
protesters. Officials have in the past blamed logistical issues for
the payment delays. Congolese authorities did not immediately
respond to an inquiry for comments on Thursday.

Poor welfare for frontline workers has been a key source of con-
cern in the outbreak, the second-largest in history, unfolding in
one of Congo’s most remote and vulnerable areas. Apart from the
payment issues, many health workers and facilities have been at-
tacked by rebels and angry mobs.

During his visit to Congo on Wednesday, World Health Organ-
isation Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus urged au-
thorities to prioritise care and support for the responders.

The medical charity Doctors Without Borders said this week
that the outbreak is still “spreading at an alarming and unprece-
dented rate” and that the response, which has been expanding with
more steps, is still not reaching communities quickly enough to
break transmission chains. (AP)

BANGKOK, Aug 6: The head of
Myanmar’s military-backed govern-
ment arrived in Thailand on Thursday
for an official visit that could serve as
a major stepping stone in his effort to
win political legitimacy more than five
years after seizing power from an
elected civilian government.

President Min Aung Hlaing’s two-
day visit with members of his Cabinet
included meetings with Thai Prime
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and
other officials at Government House,
where several memorandums of un-
derstanding were signed covering
Myanmar migrant workers, water
quality management in rivers shared
by the two countries and space tech-
nology for Earth observation.

Following the meetings, the two
leaders were scheduled to deliver
speeches at a Thailand-Myanmar
Business Forum.

At the meeting with Anutin, Min
Aung Hlaing sought to reassure Thai-
land that his government was restoring
stability and steering Myanmar toward
democracy.

“Myanmar has now reestablished it-
self on the path to democracy and is
moving toward a better future,” Min
Aung Hlaing said. “As the new gov-
ernment, we have now begun working

on national stability, peace, and na-
tional reconciliation.”

The visit has drawn criticism from
activist groups such as Justice For
Myanmar, which stated that the trip
lends “false legitimacy” to Min Aung
Hlaing and the ruling generals.

Min Aung Hlaing took a significant
step toward would-be political rehabil-
itation in April when he was sworn in
as president following an election held
in phases in December and January.
Critics dismissed the polls as a sham
designed to consolidate the military’s
grip on power while ostensibly restor-
ing civilian rule.

The diplomatic outreach is the latest
in a series of moves to re-engage with
countries in the region and the inter-
national community after relations be-
came frayed or frosty following Min
Aung Hlaing’s ousting of Aung San
Suu Kyi’s government in February
2021 while serving as army chief.

Western governments have shunned
and sanctioned Min Aung Hlaing and
his associates for overthrowing Suu
Kyi’s government. Subsequent serious
rights violations followed a deadly
military crackdown on protests, which
subsequently triggered a nationwide
armed resistance movement and a
bloody civil war. (AP)

WASHINGTON, Aug 6: It’s not clear
why a plane was allowed to take off as
President Donald Trump’s helicopter was
approaching Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport on Tuesday afternoon in
an apparent violation of safety procedures
put in place after last year’s midair colli-
sion near the busy airport.

Both the National Transportation Safety
Board and the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration said Wednesday they were investi-
gating what happened when a commercial
jet took off just as Marine One left the
White House for Andrews Air Force Base
with the president aboard for the first leg
of a West Coast trip.

The FAA decided after 67 people died
on January 29, 2025, when an airliner col-
lided with an Army Black Hawk helicopter
that all takeoffs and landings at the Wash-
ington, D.C., airport would be halted any-
time a helicopter passes by on a conflicting
route. The airspace near the White House
and Reagan is heavily congested with mil-
itary and commercial aircraft.

The airplane that took off Tuesday was
climbing above Marine One as the helicop-
ter approached, so the two aircraft were not

on a collision course.
The FAA said in a statement that a pre-

liminary investigation showed “there was
a momentary loss of separation after which
the aircraft continued to move away from
one another.”

“The air traffic controller was in contact
with both the commercial pilot and Marine
One pilot during the loss of separation,”
the FAA said. The White House empha-
sised that Trump was never in danger.

“Marine One flights are piloted by some
of the best aviators in the world, and at no
point was the President in harm’s way,”
White House spokesperson Kush Desai
said in a statement. The Marine Corps de-
fended the actions of their helicopter pilots.

“There were no ‘close calls’ with the rou-
tine Marine One movement,” Marine Corps
spokesperson Capt. Jacob Sugg said in an
email. “Washington National Tower did not
delay the helicopter crew, ask them to hold,
or otherwise alter their flight profile.”

Audio recorded by Air Traffic Control
shows the Marine One pilot calling the
tower ahead of time: “Tower, just want to
make sure you copy. Marine One, three
minutes to lift.” (AP)
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Thousands of VPP supporters march to Meghalaya
secretariat to highlight ‘ignored’ public issues

Nadda assures full central support after visiting flood-hit Arunachal
ITANAGAR, Aug 6: Union Minister JP
Nadda on Thursday assured the Centre’s
full support for relief, rehabilitation and
reconstruction in flood-hit Arunachal
Pradesh after visiting the worst-affected
areas of Keyi Panyor district and review-
ing the damage caused by recent flash
floods and landslides.

The Union Health and Family Welfare
Minister, who toured Possa village and
the adjoining NEEPCO colony, said the
Centre, under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, stands firmly
with the people of the state during the cri-
sis, officials said.

He said the Centre is closely monitor-
ing the flood situation across the North-
east and is working in coordination with
the state government to ensure timely de-
livery of relief materials, medical assis-
tance and financial support to all affected
families.

The minister also said reconstruction
of damaged infrastructure and rehabilita-
tion of affected people would be taken up
on priority after a detailed assessment of
the losses.

Nadda was accompanied by state
Urban Affairs Minister Balo Raja,
Yachuli MLA Toko Tatung, district offi-
cials of Keyi Panyor and panchayat rep-
resentatives during the visit.

The delegation inspected flood-rav-
aged residential areas, damaged public
infrastructure and civic utilities before in-
teracting with affected families and local
officials to assess their immediate needs,
including healthcare and emergency as-
sistance.

Nadda also reviewed the ongoing relief
operations, functioning of relief camps
and the state’s plans for restoration of es-
sential infrastructure and rebuilding of
damaged houses and public assets.

During the visit, Yachuli MLA Toko
Tatung briefed Nadda on the July 24
cloudburst and flash floods that caused
extensive damage to public infrastruc-
ture, private property and livelihoods in
Keyi Panyor district.

He thanked the Union minister for vis-
iting the affected areas and said his first-
hand assessment would help expedite
relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction
efforts.

Deputy Commissioner Ankita Mishra
gave a detailed presentation on the relief
and rehabilitation measures undertaken
by the administration and highlighted the
extensive damage to roads and bridges
along National Highway-13, the state’s
key arterial road connecting six districts.

She stressed the need for its early
restoration to ensure uninterrupted con-
nectivity and essential services.

NEEPCO Yazali head of project

Munin Choudhary also briefed the min-
ister on the large-scale damage caused to
the corporation’s residential colony and
project infrastructure by the flash floods,
besides outlining the challenges involved
in restoring operations.

The visit comes after widespread de-
struction caused by heavy monsoon rain
and localised cloudbursts over the Possa
River in Keyi Panyor district, which trig-
gered flash floods and landslides.

The disaster severely affected the
Possa area, where floodwaters breached
a retaining wall and swept away around
15 to 18 residential quarters in the North
Eastern Electric Power Corporation
(NEEPCO) colony near Yazali.

Later in the day, Nadda chaired a high-
level review meeting in Itanagar with
Chief Minister Pema Khandu, Deputy
Chief Minister Chowna Mein, state min-
isters, MLAs, and senior administrative

officers to assess the situation following
his visit to areas affected by the recent
flash floods and cloudbursts in the state.

During the meeting, the minister re-
viewed the ongoing relief, rehabilitation,
and healthcare measures being under-
taken in the affected districts.

He directed departments concerned to
further intensify relief operations,
strengthen rehabilitation efforts, and en-
sure timely medical assistance to meet
the needs of people impacted by the dis-
aster.

Nadda reaffirmed the central govern-
ment’s commitment to support the state
during the recovery process.

He stated that under the leadership of
Modi, the Centre, in close coordination
with the state government, will continue
to provide swift relief, financial assis-
tance, and all necessary support to the af-
fected people until normalcy is restored.

The ongoing spell of floods and land-
slides has so far claimed eight lives in the
northeastern state, spreading across 28
districts and affecting an estimated
1,55,858 people.

According to a report from the state
disaster management department, as
many as 235 roads, 40 bridges, 75 cul-
verts, 373 water supply systems, 161
power lines, 823 electric poles, 66 irriga-
tion projects, 122 government buildings,
41 schools, 12 hydropower projects, 26
retaining walls and 16 flood protection
walls, among other public assets, have
been damaged by floods and landslides
in the state.

The agriculture and horticulture sec-
tors have also suffered significant losses,
with crops over 1,528.626 hectares af-
fected, including 780.716 hectares under
horticulture and 747.91 hectares under
agriculture, the report added. (PTI)

Militant arrested 
in Churachandpur

SHILLONG, Aug 6: Thousands of support-
ers of the Voice of the People Party (VPP)
marched to the Meghalaya secretariat on
Thursday to highlight what the opposition
party claimed were “unresolved and ignored”
public issues.

The VPP was demanding the implementa-
tion of the 5-star hotel project at Lumpong-
deng island, to release a white paper on it, a
fair recruitment process, and stronger protec-
tion of indigenous rights, among others.

During the march, protesters carried plac-
ards highlighting various public issues and
raised slogans against the government, while
VPP MLAs and members of the Khasi Hills
and Jaintia Hills Autonomous District Coun-
cils joined the rally.

Hundreds of police personnel were de-
ployed around the Secretariat complex, with
multiple layers of barricades erected to regu-
late the march, which concluded peacefully
without any untoward incident.

Addressing reporters after the rally, VPP
president Ardent Miller Basaiawmoit said the
party had taken to the streets because re-
peated representations to the government had
yielded no response.

“Why do we have to hit the street? Because
repeatedly we have been denied, repeatedly
we have been ignored by the government
when we raised issues,” he said.

Calling the march a success, Basaiawmoit
said the spontaneous turnout reflected grow-
ing public support for the party.

“Who can raise this much crowd sponta-
neously without spending a single paisa?
Shall I not be happy? Shall I not be satisfied?
We believe the message should be con-
veyed,” he said.

The VPP chief said the march was intended
to express public dissatisfaction with the gov-
ernment’s handling of several issues that the
opposition had repeatedly highlighted.

“We are happy to see the response of the
people as far as the peaceful march is con-
cerned. We conducted this peaceful march to

convey a message to the government that we
are not happy with the style of functioning of
the government on many issues. Those issues
have been highlighted from time to time. We
will wait for some time to see what the re-
sponse of the government will be,” he said.

Basaiawmoit said the party had decided
against submitting a fresh memorandum to
the government, alleging that earlier repre-
sentations had gone unanswered.

“We have decided as a party not to submit
any memorandum to the government because
every time we have written to the government
on many issues, it is unfortunate that the gov-
ernment has never responded to us in writing
or called us for discussion. We don’t feel the
need to submit a fresh memorandum or peti-
tion on issues which the government itself is
aware of,” he said.

Describing the turnout as remarkable, es-
pecially on a working day, Basaiawmoit said,
“The crowd is huge and spontaneous, espe-
cially on a working day like this.”

He also alleged that opposition legislators
were not given adequate time to raise public
issues in the Meghalaya Legislative Assem-
bly.

“There is limited time allotted to opposi-
tion members during the Assembly, while
members belonging to the ruling party get
more time. We hardly get sufficient time to
discuss various issues. We are not shying
away from debating; we represent facts be-
fore the government,” he said.

The Autumn Session of the Meghalaya
Legislative Assembly is scheduled to begin
later this month. (PTI)

IMPHAL, Aug 6: The self-styled
army chief of the banned United
Kuki National Army (Hmar) was
arrested in Manipur’s Churachand-
pur district, and a cache of arms
and explosives was recovered, po-
lice said on Wednesday.

RC Singson was apprehended
on Tuesday from Old Gelmol in
the Churachandpur police station
area, they said.

Acting on information provided
by him during interrogation, secu-
rity forces searched the forest area
near Thingchawm village.

Among the items recovered
were an AK-47 rifle with a maga-
zine, a 9 mm pistol, three impro-
vised explosive devices (IEDs) and
two radio communication sets, po-
lice said. (PTI)
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ITANAGAR, Aug 6: An earth-
quake of 5.1 magnitude struck
the Upper Siang district of
Arunachal Pradesh early Thurs-
day, according to the National
Center for Seismology (NCS).

No immediate loss of life or
damage to property was re-
ported, officials said.

The primary quake occurred at
5:45 am at a depth of 11 kilome-
tres, with its epicentre located
116 km north-northwest of Pan-
gin (Latitude 29.124 °N, Longi-
tude 94.856 °E), the NCS stated.

The mainshock was preceded
by a sequence of three minor
foreshocks starting in the early
hours of Thursday. A shallow
tremor of magnitude 2.8 hit the
region at 3:40 am at a depth of 5
km, followed closely by a mag-
nitude 3.2 quake at 3:55 am and
another magnitude 2.8 event at
4:34 am, it said. (PTI)

5.1 magnitude 
earthquake hits Arunachal

‘GIS must become cornerstone
of governance in Arunachal’

ITANAGAR, Aug 6: Geographic
Information System (GIS) technol-
ogy must become a cornerstone of
governance in Arunachal Pradesh
to enable informed decision-mak-
ing, Governor KT Parnaik said on
Thursday.

Addressing the ‘Geo Vision
Itanagar’ seminar organised by
Esri India, the governor said the
state’s unique geographical pro-
file requires technology-driven
solutions for effective adminis-
tration.

Calling for a comprehensive
shift to GIS-based governance,
Parnaik urged all state government
departments to adopt a common
geospatial platform through the
creation of a State Geospatial Gov-
ernance Platform. (PTI)

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST.
Under the provision of Rules 32 (1) & (2) of Assam Mines and Mineral sealed tender are hereby invited for grant of Mining Permit/

Contract for collection of Sand/Stone as per Annexure ‘A’. The prescribed form is to be obtained from the undersigned and will be re-
ceived up to 3:00 PM (IST) on or before 21/08/2026.

ANNEXURE-’A’
STATEMENT SHOWING THE LIST OF MAHAL OUTSIDE RESERVE FOREST UNDER KARBI ANGLONG

EAST DIVISION, DIPHU.
SI.       Name of Mahal               Quantity          Period      Govt. Value   Earnest Money
No.

1.         Jamuna River                 10,000 m3       2 Year      14,00,000/-    10% 1,40, 000/-
           Sand Mahal, 
           Langkangbop

2.         Jamuna River                 10,000 m3       2 Year      14,00,000/-    10% 1,40, 000/-
           Sand Mahal 
           No. 9

3.         Jamuna River                 10,000 m3       2 Year      14,00,000/-    10% 1,40, 000/-
Sand Mahal 

           No. 5

4.         Jamuna River 
           Sand Mahal                    8,000 m3         2 Year      11,20,000/-    10% 1,12,000/-
           Sikari Pathar
           Singimari

5.         Jamuna River 
           Sand                               6,000 m3         2 Year      8,40,000/-      10% 84,000/-
           Mahal Singimari  
           

6.         Doigrung River 
           Sand                               12,000 m3       2 Year      16,80,000/-    10% 1,68,000/-
           Mahal                             

7.         Kalioni 
           Richomili Sand              7,000 m3         2 Year      14,00,000/-    10% 2,10,000/-
           cum Sand                       Sand Gravel                     7,00,000/-
           Gravel                            5,000 m3         
                                                   Sand
                                                   

8.         Upper Laichan,              8,000 m3         2 Years     11,20,000/-    10% 1,12,000/-
           Nagalangso 
           Sand Mahal

9.         Dikharu River,               6,000              2 Years     8,40,000/-      10% 84,000/-
           Sand Mahal
           Bura Phangcho
           Gaon, Bhelughat

10.       Dighalpani River,           7,000              2 Years     9,80,000/-      10% 98,000/-
           T. Ganga
           Parokhuwa Area

GPS Coordinate

1. 26°00’49.1” N
93°14’09.2” E

2. 26°00’47.2” N
93°14’10.3” E  

3. 26°00’57.1” N
93°14’00.3” E

4.  26°00’57.0” N
93°14’02.4” E

1. 26°00’36 1” N
93°15’11.3” E

2.  26°00’34.7” N
93°15’11.3” E

3. 26°01’00.6” N
93°14’01.3” E

4. 26°00’59.7” N
93°13’54 7” E

1. 25°59’47.00” N
93°22’18.22” E 

2. 25°59’46.88” N
93°22’19.45” E

3. 25°59’12.31” N
93°21’44.00” E 

4. 25°59’13.47” N
93°21’44.36” E  

1. 26°01’39.6” N
93°13’06.9” E 

2. 26°01’41.6” N
93°13’02.8” E

3. 26°01’42.0” N
93° 12’58.7” E

1. 26°04'33.6" N
93°06'24.7" E

2. 26°04'33.4" N
93°06'25.4" E

3 26°04’19.6" N
93°06'57.4" E

4. 26°04’20.7" N
93°06’58.4" E

1. 26°21'43.8" N
93°46'13.6" E

2 26°21'47. 1" N
93°46'15.6" E

3. 26°21'44.3" N
93°46'11.3" E

4. 26°21'48.3" N
93°46'13.0" E

1. 26°27'21.01" N
93°43'36.21" E

2. 26°27'20.50" N
93°43'36.73" E

3. 26°27'36.07" N
93°45'13.38" E

4. 26°27'34.86" N
93°465'12.87" E

1. 26°09.089' N
93°41.674' E

2. 26°09.091' N
93°41.689' E

3. 26°09.784' N
93°42.150' E

4. 26°09.777' N
93°42.181’ E

1. 26°18.02.1’ N
93°04’55.1’ E

2. 26°17’52.4’ N
93°04’43.6’ E

3. 26°17’36.6’ N
93°04’10.6’ E

4. 26°17’48.0’ N
93°03’39.8’ E

1. 26°09.16.7’ N
92°56’46.1’ E

2. 26°09’04.9’ N
93°56’35.7’ E

3. 26°08’46.1’ N
93°56’15.5’ E

4. 26°08’32.9’ N
92°55’55.9’ E

Sd/-
Divisional Forest Officer

Karbi Anglong East Division, DiphuIPRD/ KAAC/ 2026-27/102
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LUCKNOW, Aug 6: The Uttar Pradesh
government will organise “Tiranga
Sangeet Samaroh” in all 75 districts as
part of this year’s “Har Ghar Tiranga”
campaign to promote patriotism and hon-
our freedom fighters and war heroes, an
official statement said on Thursday.

The government said the campaign
aims to hoist the national flag at five crore
households across the state and will be ac-
companied by a series of public pro-
grammes with people’s participation.

The music concerts, to be held on the
directions of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, will feature patriotic songs,
dances and performances by school stu-
dents, police bands and Army bands, it
stated.

The government said leading perform-
ers as well as local artistes would partici-
pate in the events, while the families of
soldiers martyred during the freedom
struggle and various wars would also be
honoured.

In Lucknow, the proposed venues in-

clude 1090 Crossing, Hazratganj, Ghan-
taghar Chowk, Janeshwar Mishra Park,
Emerald Mall, Lulu Mall and several
other locations, according to the Culture
Department.

The concerts will include collective
renditions of “Vande Mataram”, patriotic
songs and other cultural performances
centred on nationalism.

The events form part of the broader Har

Ghar Tiranga campaign, under which
Tiranga fairs and musical programmes
will also be organised across the state with
participation from elected representatives
and the public.

The statement also recalled the chief min-
ister’s recent directions making the playing
of the national anthem and national song
mandatory in cinema halls across Uttar
Pradesh on August 14 and 15. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: The Rajya
Sabha on Thursday cleared the Ap-
propriation (No.3) Bill, 2026,
which authorises the withdrawal of
funds from the Consolidated Fund
of India to cover excess expendi-
ture of around ` 54,067 crore in-
curred on certain services during
the financial year ended on March
31, 2023.

The Bill was returned to the Lok
Sabha after the members’ approval
through a voice vote. This com-
pleted the Parliamentary process
for the Money Bill.

Replying to the debate on the
Bill, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said, “This is the de-
mand for excess grant for expendi-
tures undertaken in the year 2023
on just two accounts. These two
accounts were a part of what the
Public Accounts Committee in its
39th report presented to the Lok
Sabha this year in April”.

Explaining further, she said one
excess demand arises from a par-

ticular court order that was on the
Railway Ministry for ` 196.44
crore. The second demand pertains
to a larger amount of ` 53,871
crore for repayment of debt.

However, Sitharaman said the
nature of debt receipts is against
the issuance of securities and
therefore has no fiscal impact.

Responding to the remarks
made by a member representing
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), the
Finance Minister said the Centre
will ensure that the people of J&K

are supported and taken care of
“because we are all part of one
country”.

“It was interesting when I heard
the member from J&K speaking
about how we have to take care of
J & K and support them on some
of the expenditures that they are
overburdened with,” the Finance
Minister said.

Highlighting two things of “very
big significance” that the govern-
ment has done for J&K, she said it
was because the government

strongly believes that Article 370
getting abrogated also proves that
J & K is an integral part of India,
inclusive of those which are occu-
pied by Pakistan illegally.

The entire salary and pension of J
& K police is being met by the Gov-
ernment of India on an annual basis,
that means approximately ` 13,000
crore, Sitharaman said. She said the
central government has also helped
restructure the entire debt of the
Union Territory of J & K.

“We paid back the entire debt of
Ladakh and after having taken care
of readjusting, restructured J & K’s
debt. Also, for the year 2024-25,
and 2025-26, an additional amount
of ` 5,000 crore each year has been
given, over and above the revised
estimates of their Budgets, just to
make sure the urgent require-
ments of the J & K administra-
tion (are met) and it is not left
without anybody supporting
them,” Sitharaman informed the
House. (PTI)

LUCKNOW, Aug 6: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Thursday said the
government would ensure the rep-
resentation of every community in
the Denotified and Nomadic Com-
munities Development Board and
work to extend the benefits of all
government welfare schemes to
them.

Addressing members of denoti-
fied and nomadic communities
who had gathered to thank the gov-
ernment for the board, which has
been approved by the Cabinet re-
cently, Adityanath said the initia-
tive was part of the BJP-led
government’s policy of inclusive
development under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas” vision.

“The new link in this chain of
inclusive development is the No-
madic Communities Development
Board,” the chief minister said.

Adityanath said members of de-
notified communities had been un-
fairly branded as “criminal tribes”
under the British-era Criminal
Tribes Act of 1871 because many
among them had actively partici-
pated in India’s freedom struggle.

“The British declared them
criminal tribes because they had
made life difficult for the colonial
rulers by participating directly and
indirectly in the freedom move-
ment,” he said.

The chief minister credited B R
Ambedkar with removing the
stigma after Independence by abol-
ishing the colonial law and declar-
ing them as denotified
communities in 1952. He alleged
that despite this, adequate efforts
for their welfare were not made for
decades.

Claiming that the Narendra
Modi government was the first
after Independence to constitute a
commission for denotified, no-

madic and semi-nomadic commu-
nities, Adityanath said he had an-
nounced the formation of a similar
board in Uttar Pradesh during a
convention of nomadic communi-
ties last year.

“The process of constituting the
board has now moved forward,” he
said.

The chief minister said the board
would identify members of these
communities and ensure that they
receive the benefits of government
welfare schemes.

“We will ensure that every com-
munity gets representation in the
board. Their voice should reach the
government, and we will make
every effort to provide them basic
amenities,” he said.

Highlighting the BJP govern-
ment’s welfare initiatives,
Adityanath said communities such
as the Van Tangiyas, Musahars,
Tharus, Gonds, Cheros, Buxas,
Kols and Sahariyas had been
linked with government schemes,
including housing, ration cards,
land rights, Ayushman Bharat
health insurance, electricity, LPG
connections and social security
pensions. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: Aam
Aadmi Party national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal and BJP’s IT de-
partment head Amit Malviya en-
gaged in a war of words on X on
Thursday, with the AAP leader al-
leging that the Centre plans to in-
troduce ethanol blending in diesel
and aviation turbine fuel (ATF).

Slamming Kejriwal, Malviya
said spreading “fake news” and
creating undue “panic” is his “old
habit”, and asserted that the Centre
has clearly stated that there was no
decision on ethanol mixing beyond
E20.

E20 fuel, a blend of 80 per cent
petrol and 20 per cent ethanol, is
reshaping the country’s retail fuel
landscape.

Alleging that the government
would soon blend ethanol in
diesel as well, Kejriwal urged
people to avoid purchasing new
petrol and diesel vehicles for the
time being.

In another post, he claimed, cit-
ing sources, that the Modi govern-
ment was planning to blend
ethanol in ATF.  In a post on X in

Hindi, Kejriwal alleged the gov-
ernment planned to increase
ethanol blending in petrol beyond
50 per cent after introducing E20
fuel.

“It seems they are going to
adulterate petrol with more than
50 per cent. They are just waiting
for the atmosphere to calm down.
First, they forced E20 petrol into
your E0 and E10 vehicles and
wrecked them. Today, if you buy
a new E20 vehicle, the govern-
ment will force E50 petrol into it
after a few days and damage it,”
Kejriwal said.

Former Delhi chief minister, re-
plying to Malviya, alleged that the
government is waiting for the situ-
ation to calm down before imple-
menting further ethanol blending
in fuel.

“Just like E20 was implemented
without any scientific study, with-
out listening to anyone, by silenc-
ing everyone through threats,
you’ll implement E50 in the same
way,” Kejriwal said, alleging this
was the government’s “style of
functioning” without respecting

science, engineering and technol-
ogy.

He challenged Malviya to pub-
licly release any study conducted
before implementing E20 petrol.

Malviya hit back in another
post on X, saying Kejriwal’s en-
tire argument was based not on
facts but “fear”. “First, the gov-
ernment has clearly stated that no
decision has been taken to in-
crease ethanol blending beyond
E20. Raising a debate on some
imaginary E50 is nothing but
politics of spreading fear,” he
replied to Kejriwal.

He refuted the AAP leader’s
charge, stating it is completely
wrong to say that E20 was imple-
mented “without any scientific
study”. In another post on X,
Malviya claimed  E20 is not a
hasty decision and the country’s
ethanol blending programme has
been progressing in a phased man-
ner for over two decades.

He said before implementing
E20, extensive testing and consul-
tations with all relevant parties
were conducted. (PTI)

CHANDIGARH, Aug 6: The BJP government turned
the state’s “Meri Fasal Mera Byora” portal into a tool
that deprives farmers of their rights by closing crop reg-
istration before many cultivators could complete the
process, alleged Congress Rajya Sabha member Ran-
deep Singh Surjewala on Thursday.

He urged Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini to focus
on farmers’ issues instead of making “publicity-driven
announcements”. He demanded that the state govern-
ment reopen the “Meri Fasal Mera Byora” portal and ex-
tend the crop registration deadline until September 15,
as it did last year.

He claimed that registration on the “Meri Fasal Mera
Byora” portal is mandatory for farmers to purchase cer-
tain agricultural inputs and to sell their produce at gov-
ernment procurement centres.

He alleged that while details of nearly 14.5 lakh acres
of kharif cultivation are yet to be registered, the portal
closed for registrations on July 31.

The Congress leader claimed that farmers visiting
Common Service Centres (CSCs) for registration are
being turned away because the portal is no longer ac-
cepting new entries. He said the government should have
ensured a convenient registration process instead of clos-
ing the portal. Referring to the ongoing kharif season,
Surjewala alleged that farmers are already facing several
challenges, including weather uncertainties, concerns
over compensation and procurement.

He claimed that kharif sowing in Haryana has de-
clined by nearly 30 per cent compared with last year due
to a weak monsoon. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: The Indian Youth
Congress (IYC) on Thursday staged a
protest outside a luxury hotel in central
Delhi where senior Meta executives were
staying, demanding that the US tech giant
apologise to users whose accounts were
blocked, suspended or taken down.

Holding banners and placards reading,
“You deleted the voice of citizens but found
your voice to apologise to PM”, the protest-
ers raised slogans accusing Meta of sup-
pressing student voices and critical content
on its platforms.

The demonstration, held outside the hotel
on Motilal Nehru Marg, came a day after
Meta apologised to the Centre over the
temporary removal of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Facebook post.

Addressing the protesters, IYC leaders
alleged that Meta had acted selectively by
apologising to the Prime Minister while
failing to explain the suspension or removal
of accounts and content belonging to ordi-
nary users.

“If Meta could apologise within hours
after action was taken against the Prime
Minister’s account, it must also explain
why thousands of ordinary Indians con-
tinue to face arbitrary account suspensions
and content takedowns without trans-

parency or accountability. Every citizen de-
serves the same respect, not just those in
power,” IYC member Karan Chourasia
said. On Wednesday, Meta’s Chief Global
Affairs Officer Joel Kaplan apologised to
Union Minister for Electronics and IT Ash-
wini Vaishnaw for the “error restricting”
Prime Minister Modi’s post during a meet-
ing with senior government officials.

Kaplan, who served in the administration
of George W Bush, including as White
House Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy, be-
fore joining Meta (then Facebook) in 2011,
was summoned by the Indian government
to explain temporarily removing Modi’s
July 23 Facebook post, in which he ad-
dressed students and promised stringent ac-
tion against examination paper leaks.

The temporary restriction of Modi’s post
had snowballed into a major political con-
troversy in the country, with the govern-
ment summoning global executives of the
firm that owns Facebook, Instagram and
WhatsApp, and a parliamentary committee
seeking an apology from Zuckerberg
within three days.

The IYC demanded that Meta ensure
transparency and equal treatment for all
users while taking action on accounts and
content. (PTI)

RAJOURI/JAMMU, Aug 6: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Thursday said he will personally approach Prime
Minister Narendra Modi with a proposal seeking a special central pack-
age for the flood-affected districts of Rajouri and Poonch. 

He also noted that the union territory does not have the financial ca-
pacity to meet the entire cost of restoration on its own.

“While there are some things we can manage on our own, the reality
is that Jammu and Kashmir does not have the financial capacity to bear
the entire cost of restoration.

“After last year’s floods, the Central government approved a package
of nearly ` 1,400 crore for Jammu and Kashmir. This time too, we will
prepare a detailed package and seek Central assistance,” the chief min-
ister told reporters after chairing a review meeting on flood relief and
rehabilitation in Rajouri.

He said floods, flash floods and cloudbursts are automatically treated
as natural disasters and do not require any separate declaration before
seeking Central assistance.

“As soon as the proposal is ready, I will personally submit it to the
prime minister,” Abdullah said.

Reviewing the aftermath of the July 19 flash floods that claimed four
lives in Rajouri district, the chief minister said the government’s re-
sponse had been carried out in three phases -- rescue, recovery and re-
habilitation.

“Our first priority was to minimise the loss of human lives. We regret
the loss of four precious lives in this district. Had the district adminis-
tration and police not acted promptly overnight, the death toll could
have been much higher,” he said.

He said the government has now entered the rehabilitation and re-
construction phase, with priority being given to restoring damaged in-
frastructure and public services.  Abdullah said electricity supply has
been restored almost completely, while drinking water remains a major
concern as several Jal Shakti Department water supply schemes were
damaged in the floods.

He said suggestions made by local MLAs, including the deployment
of water tankers and hand pumps in affected areas, would be imple-
mented.

The chief minister assured compensation for damaged houses and
said alternative plots would be provided to families whose land had
been washed away so that they could rebuild their homes.

He also announced that farmers who lost their crops and agricultural
land would be provided free ration for six months to one year.

Highlighting long-term mitigation measures, Abdullah said he has
directed the flood control department to immediately construct a pro-
tection bund at Bela colony to prevent floodwaters from entering resi-
dential areas during future floods.

He also announced plans to construct a new mini secretariat in Ra-
jouri after the existing Deputy Commissioner’s office building was
found to be structurally unsafe.  

“This is no longer a matter of choice but a necessity. The present
building is no longer fit for use. A project report is being prepared, and
we expect the new mini secretariat to cost around ` 50-60 crore. We
hope to complete it within the next two to three years,” he said.

Abdullah also acknowledged that compensation under the State Dis-
aster Response Fund (SDRF) for structural damage had become inad-
equate due to inflation.

“The SDRF compensation has not been revised for nearly seven to
eight years. We have decided to enhance it,” he said.

On the issue of vehicles damaged in the floods, the chief minister
said he has directed the police to expedite registration of FIRs so that
affected owners do not face difficulties in claiming insurance.

“Some people may attempt to misuse the process, but genuine vic-
tims should not suffer. The SSP has assured us that the cases will be
processed expeditiously,” he said.

He said MLA Iftikhar Sahib raised two or three important issues con-
cerning Rajouri town. (PTI)

PATIALA, Aug 6: Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) president Sukhbir Singh Badal on
Friday accused the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government of betraying Punjab’s
youth through repeated examination paper
leaks and promised job reservations for lo-
cals if voted to power.

Badal was addressing a protest organised
here by the Students’ Organisation of India,
the student wing of SAD, against the al-
leged examination paper leaks.

Citing the United States and China as ex-
amples, he said countries that invest in and
protect their youth emerge as global lead-
ers.

He alleged that Punjab’s youth were
being neglected and forced to take to the
streets in protest, and claimed that the state
government had shown complete indiffer-
ence towards education and employment.

Badal said students spend substantial
amounts on coaching and preparation only
to see recruitment examinations marred by
paper leaks, and alleged that around 10 ex-
amination papers had leaked during the
AAP-led government and criticised Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann for remaining
silent on the issue.

During the protest, Badal made a series

of poll promises.
He said that if the Akali Dal forms the

next government in the state, it would enact
a law mandating that 100 per cent of gov-
ernment jobs be reserved for Punjabis.

He also announced that 70 per cent of
jobs in private industries would be reserved
for Punjab’s youth.

Badal further promised that if SAD gov-
ernment comes to power, it would establish
medical and veterinary colleges in every
district of the state and introduce large-scale
vocational education programmes aimed at

making young people self-reliant.
Stepping up his attack on the ruling dis-

pensation, the SAD chief alleged that their
claims of having ushered in an “education
revolution” were misleading and that law
and order in the state had also deteriorated.

“They claimed to have brought a ‘Sikhya
Kranti’ (education revolution) in Punjab,
but in reality it’s all a big failure,” he al-
leged. He claimed that AAP leaders them-
selves admitted in the Vidhan Sabha that
1,200 of the state’s 1,945 senior secondary
schools did not have principals and that

3,200 of the 5,600 sanctioned posts in gov-
ernment colleges were lying vacant.

“Everyone comes to Punjab to rule.
These are all ‘Dilliwali’ parties. Today, Pun-
jab’s CM is not Bhagwant Mann, it is
Arvind Kejriwal.

“Today we are here to expose Kejriwal.
He went to Delhi and did drama for students
but when asked about 10-plus paper leaks
in Punjab, he denied any wrongdoing. I
have an entire list of AAP exam scams.
AAP is so shameless that they have ignored
the fact that they have ruined the lives of
over 10 lakh Punjabi youth,” he alleged.

The opposition has been targeting the
AAP government over the alleged multiple
examination paper leaks following the de-
tection of a recent cheating racket in the
pharmacy officer recruitment examination.

Punjab CM Mann, however, has main-
tained that not a single incident of paper
leak has taken place in the state during the
more than four years of his government.

Highlighting Punjab’s development record,
Badal said the state had witnessed around 22
years of Akali Dal rule and claimed that offi-
cial indicators showed the maximum develop-
ment had taken place during the party-led
governments’ tenure. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: BJP leaders, including Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta and state president
Harsh Malhotra, paid tributes to former external af-
fairs minister Sushma Swaraj on her death anniver-
sary on Thursday, recalling her contributions to the
city and the country. The party leaders also planted
saplings at the Delhi BJP office and Vasant Udyan
in the memory of Sushma Swaraj, who was also the
first woman chief minister of Delhi.

“Whatever I can do today for society and Delhi
is the result of the inspiration and guidance I re-
ceived from respected Sushma Swaraj,” Chief Min-
ister Gupta said, recalling her association with the
former Union minister.

Sushma Swaraj’s daughter and New Delhi MP
Bansuri Swaraj said, “My mother was not just my
mother; she was like a mother or elder sister to lakhs
of BJP workers. Seeing so many people come in
heavy rain today to pay their respects inspires me
to continue serving the people with even greater
dedication.”

Swaraj passed away after a cardiac arrest on Au-
gust 7, 2019, at the age of 67 years.

Delhi BJP president and Union minister Malhotra
said Sushma Swaraj was not just a leader; she was
the embodiment of an ideal in Indian politics, where
compassion was combined with firmness, and au-
thority with public service. (PTI)

Rajya Sabha clears bill to appropriate
`54,067 cr excess expenditure in 2022-23
‘This is the demand for excess grant for expenditures undertaken in the year 2023’

UP to ensure representation of every community 
in development board: CM Adityanath

Kejriwal alleges Centre plans ethanol blending 
in diesel, ATF; BJP claims ‘fake news’

Extend crop registration deadline until
September 15: Surjewala to Haryana govt

IYC protests outside Delhi hotel, demands 
Meta’s apology for users’ account takedowns

Will personally submit special package proposal for 
flood-hit Rajouri-Poonch to PM: Omar

Badal slams AAP over paper leaks, vows 100 pc 
govt job quota for Punjabis if SAD voted to power

UP to hold Tiranga music concerts in all 75
districts under Har Ghar Tiranga campaign

The govt said the campaign aims to hoist the national flag at five crore households BJP leaders pay tributes to
Sushma Swaraj on her

death anniversary
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PANAJI, Aug 6: Former Tehelka
editor Tarun Tejpal, sentenced to
10 years’ rigorous imprisonment in
a 2013 rape case, on Thursday
claimed he was a “political victim”
who had been targeted for the past
13 years because of his journalistic
work, and alleged his career and
printing of his books had been
stopped.

Speaking to reporters after the
verdict, Tejpal said he would chal-
lenge the Bombay High Court’s
judgment in the Supreme Court,
and also expressed confidence that
the truth will eventually come out.

“We will be appealing against
this order. We feel the order is
wrong. We will be moving the
Supreme Court against the order,”
he said.

Alleging that he had been sin-
gled out because of his work with
Tehelka, Tejpal said, “We will go
to the Supreme Court definitely.
We have no doubt that for the past
13 years they are after me because

of my work with Tehelka. We got
acquitted after seven years fighting
the case in the trial court, they are
again after us.”

He further claimed that people
who had spoken or written against
those in power were being tar-
geted.

“The people who are with them,
they are acquitted but the people
who have done journalism against
them or they have said something
against them, they are after such
people. Look at the number of

cases in the past 12 years where
they have trapped people who
were against them. Umar Khalid
has been there in jail for the past
six years, there are many people
like us,” he said.

Tejpal also alleged that the case
had effectively ended his journal-
istic career.

“They have stopped my journal-
ism, they have stopped Tehelka,
they have stopped my books from
being printed. I have full faith in
the judiciary. In such a big-size ju-
diciary, there must be judges who
will see my truth. The truth will
come out,” he said.

In a major setback to Tejpal, the
Bombay High Court’s Goa bench
on Thursday convicted him of rap-
ing a former junior colleague in
2013, setting aside his acquittal by
a Goa sessions court in 2021. The
high court later sentenced him to
10 years’ rigorous imprisonment.

While Tejpal sought leniency,
claiming he was a “political vic-

tim” and the father of two daugh-
ters, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Goa gov-
ernment, pressed for the maximum
punishment to send a strong mes-
sage that “no means no”.

Tejpal was convicted under Sec-
tions 376(2)(f) (rape by a person in
a position of trust or authority),
354A (sexual harassment) and 354B
(assault or use of criminal force with
intent to disrobe a woman) of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC).

The case relates to allegations
by a former junior colleague that
the veteran journalist sexually as-
saulted her inside a hotel elevator
during the ThinkFest event in Goa
in November 2013.

Tejpal was acquitted by a Goa
sessions court in 2021, but the
Goa government challenged the
verdict before the Bombay High
Court, which allowed the appeal,
convicted him and sentenced him
to 10 years’ rigorous imprison-
ment. (PTI)

MUMBAI, Aug 6: Transport Min-
ister Pratap Sarnaik on Thursday
said more than one lakh non-
Marathi drivers have completed a
course in functional Marathi since
the state government made it com-
pulsory for all taxi and auto rick-
shaw drivers to have basic
proficiency in Maharashtra’s offi-
cial language from May 1, 2026.

Speaking to reporters after con-
ducting a review meeting at
Mantralaya, Sarnaik urged the re-
maining drivers, including those
driving app-based taxis, to com-
plete their Marathi training by Au-

gust 15.
The Maharashtra government

announced in April that auto rick-
shaw and taxi drivers in the state
must be able to communicate in
Marathi with passengers, and their
knowledge of the language will be
tested. It also launched the ‘Hin-
duhhridaysamrat Balasaheb
Thackeray Marathi Shikvani Ab-
hiyan’ on Maharashtra Day (May
1), introducing a course in Marathi
for migrant drivers.

The campaign is being jointly
implemented by the state Marathi
Language Department and the lit-

erary bodies Mumbai Marathi
Sahitya Sangh and Konkan
Marathi Sahitya Parishad.

Sarnaik said the campaign re-
ceived encouraging response
across the state, and drivers en-
rolled for Marathi classes voluntar-
ily.

“Those who wish to earn a
livelihood in Maharashtra should
develop a connection with
Marathi. This is not about compul-
sion but about belonging. Every
driver who speaks a few words in
Marathi with passengers becomes
an ambassador of Maharashtra’s
culture,” Sarnaik said.

The transport minister said
Marathi was not merely a language
of communication but the soul of
Maharashtra’s identity and culture,
adding that the use of Marathi
while interacting with passengers
would strengthen emotional bonds
besides making communication
easier. (PTI)

P R A T A P G A R H / B A R A -
BANKI/SAHARANPUR (UP),
Aug 6: Six members of a family,
including two infants, were killed
after a nearly century-old house
collapsed during heavy rains in
Uttar Pradesh’s Pratapgarh district
early Thursday, police said.

Three more people, including
two children, died in separate wall
and house collapse incidents in
Barabanki and Saharanpur, taking
the toll in rain-related incidents in
the state to nine.

The incident in Pratapgarh oc-
curred around 2 am in Mahuli
Bazaar, about three km from the

Pratapgarh district headquarters.
Circle Officer (City) Ashutosh

Mishra said the incident took place
when seven members of the family
were sleeping in a single room of
the old house. Only one family
member, identified as Aman (28),
managed to crawl out of the rubble
and raised an alarm following
which locals rushed to the spot and
informed the police.

Those killed were identified as
Pramod Srivastava (60), his wife
Rita (55), their son Nitin (25),
daughter-in-law Madhuri (24),
wife of their elder son Aman, and
Aman’s two sons, Madhav (2) and

10-month-old Advik.
Police, assisted by the fire serv-

ice personnel, launched a rescue
operation and pulled out all those
trapped under the debris. The in-
jured were taken to the govern-
ment medical college, where
doctors declared six of them dead,
Mishra said. Police have sent the
bodies for postmortem and further
investigation is on.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
expressed grief over the loss of
lives in the Pratapgarh incident and
directed the district administration
and the chief medical officer to en-
sure proper treatment for Aman.

In a post on X, the chief minister
conveyed his condolences to the
bereaved families and prayed for
peace to the departed souls and the
speedy recovery of the injured. He
also reviewed the situation with ad-
ministrative officials after the inci-
dent.

In Barabanki district, two sib-
lings were killed and three other
children injured after an old brick
wall collapsed on them while they
were playing in Aliyabad village
this morning, police said. (PTI)

DEHRADUN, Aug 6: Several
rivers in Uttarakhand, includ-
ing the Alaknanda, Mandakini
and Bhagirathi, were flowing
at or above warning and danger
levels on Thursday following
continuous rainfall, prompting
authorities to issue alerts, sus-
pend schools in three districts
and ask officials to remain on
high alert.

According to the Central
Water Commission (CWC), the
Alaknanda at Rudraprayag was
flowing at the danger level of
627 metres at 6 am and rising,
while the Mandakini was
recorded at 626.20 metres at 7
am, 0.20 metres above its dan-
ger level of 626 metres.

The Bhagirathi at Devprayag
was flowing at the warning
level of 462 metres and rising,
while the Raisi (Banganga)
river in Haridwar was recorded
at 230.09 metres, 0.09 metres
above the warning level.

In view of the rising water
levels, Rudraprayag District
Disaster Management Officer
Nandan Singh Rajwar directed

officials to maintain the highest
level of preparedness and issue
warnings through loudspeakers
to people living along river-
banks, asking them to move to
safer places.

Heavy rain also disrupted
road connectivity in the state.

The Badrinath National
Highway was blocked near
Helang in Chamoli district due
to debris, while the Gangotri
National Highway was closed
near Dharasu Nalupani in Ut-
tarkashi district. The Ya-
munotri National Highway was
also blocked at Silai Band,
Durbil, Jangalchatti and

Sayanachatti due to continuous
landslides and debris.

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami reviewed the sit-
uation with Disaster Manage-
ment Secretary Vinod Kumar
Suman and directed all state
agencies to remain on high
alert to deal with any eventual-
ity.

Suman said the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD)
has issued an ‘orange alert’ for
heavy rain in Dehradun,
Chamoli and Bageshwar dis-
tricts on Thursday and a ‘yel-
low alert’ for the remaining
districts of the state. (PTI)

LEH/JAMMU, Aug 6: Ladakh is
set to launch India’s first high-alti-
tude wildlife safari, with Lieu-
tenant Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena approving guided jeep sa-
faris on snow leopard and bird-
watching trails to promote
sustainable eco-tourism while
making local communities equal
partners in wildlife conservation
and economic development.

The decision was taken at the
first governing body meeting of
the newly constituted snow leop-
ard and high-altitude nature
(SHAN) conservation society,
chaired by the LG, officials said.

Under the initiative, the forest
department has been directed to in-
troduce guided jeep safaris, mod-
elled on those operated in national
parks such as Kaziranga and
Ranthambore, using specially de-
signed open-back vehicles driven
by trained local drivers and guides,
they said.

The move aims to curb illegal
off-roading and minimise distur-
bance to wildlife while enhancing
visitors’ experience through regu-
lated and eco-friendly tourism,

they added.
The forest department has also

been asked to identify potential sa-
fari routes across Hemis national
park, Changthang and Karakoram
wildlife sanctuaries, besides
wildlife-rich areas such as Nubra,
Zanskar, Sham, Kargil and Drass,
known for snow leopard sightings
and rich birdlife.

As part of the initiative, 20 local
youths will be selected and trained
in birdwatching, bird identification
and bird-spotting skills and
equipped with binoculars. Ten
birdwatching hides will also be es-
tablished at major hotspots, they
said.

Officials said Ladakh is home to
India’s largest snow leopard popu-
lation, with 477 of the country’s
estimated 718 snow leopards.

The Union Territory also sup-
ports over 38 mammal species,
around 340 bird species and nearly
1,800 vascular plant species, mak-
ing it one of the country’s most
significant biodiversity hotspots.

The SHAN society, constituted
on June 16, has been tasked with
preparing a comprehensive

roadmap for community-led
wildlife conservation, waste man-
agement, plastic-free tourism, sus-
tainable livelihoods and
responsible tourism across Ladakh.

The initiative envisages a gover-
nance model in which local com-
munities become active
stakeholders in protecting
Ladakh’s fragile ecosystem while
benefiting economically from con-
servation-linked tourism.

“Ladakh’s unique wildlife and
fragile high-altitude ecosystem are
its greatest natural assets. Conser-
vation efforts can succeed only
when local communities become
equal partners in protecting nature
and also benefit economically
from it,” Saxena said.

“Through SHAN, we are cre-
ating a model that integrates
wildlife conservation, responsi-
ble eco-tourism, environmental
education, community empower-
ment and sustainable livelihoods.
Our vision is to establish Ladakh
as a global example of commu-
nity-led conservation and respon-
sible high-altitude mountain
tourism,” he added. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: An unidentified man,
believed to be around 25 years old, died after
allegedly coming in contact with high-voltage
electrical wires near the Dehradun Express-
way in northeast Delhi’s Shastri Park on
Thursday, police said.

Police received information around 10 am
about a man lying unconscious on the divider
near Pillar No. 52 of the Dehradun Express-
way, they said.

A police team reached the spot and found
the man lying motionless. The area was se-
cured and a forensic team was called to ex-
amine the scene.

“Preliminary investigation suggested that
the deceased had climbed over the nearly six-
foot-high railing installed on the divider be-
fore stepping onto an electrical panel located
adjacent to Pillar No 52,” a senior police of-
ficer said. Police suspect the man came in
contact with high-voltage electrical wires
after stepping onto the electrical panel, result-
ing in electrocution.

He was rushed to Jag Pravesh Chandra
Hospital, where doctors declared him dead.
The body has been sent to the mortuary of
Guru Tegh Bahadur Hospital for postmortem
and identification.

No identity documents were found on the
deceased and efforts are underway to estab-
lish his identity, police said. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: A northern
bastion of the 16th-century Purana
Qila here has developed deep
structural cracks, its condition
ever-deteriorating owing to mon-
soon spells, with the Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India (ASI) declaring
the part ‘critical and unsafe’, and
initiating restoration works.

The affected structure, identified
as North-West Bastion No. 3, over-
looks the fort’s artificial lake. Long
cracks have become visible along
its stone walls and floor, while
fresh debris can be seen scattered
inside and outside, indicating con-
tinuous structural deterioration, the
ASI said.

The agency shared with PTI that
the damaged bastion has been cov-
ered with tarpaulin to prevent rain-
water seepage. Temporary
scaffolding has been erected near
the structure, with access to the af-
fected portion now restricted.

All approaches leading to the
damaged bastion have been barri-
caded as a precaution. Sabhyata
Foundation -- the NGO entrusted
with the management of Purana
Qila -- has been instructed to en-
sure visitors do not enter the re-

stricted area and all safety meas-
ures remain in place.

According to the ASI, the emer-
gency conservation and restoration
of the bastion was approved by the
competent authority on August 3.
The tender process and other for-
malities are currently underway
before restoration begins.

“The situation is being closely
monitored, and all necessary pre-
cautionary measures have been
taken to safeguard both the monu-
ment and the visiting public until
the conservation work is taken up,”
the ASI shared.

The agency said the bastion has
been assessed as “critical and un-
safe” because of continuous heavy
rainfall and progressive deteriora-
tion of masonry. It said the entire
exposed surface has been covered
with tarpaulin to minimise further
water damage during the monsoon.

The ASI said geologists, structural
engineers and other experts are as-
sisting in assessing the causes behind
the recurring structural distress.
Their findings will help determine
appropriate scientific conservation
measures before restoration work is
undertaken. (PTI)

KUTCH, Aug 6: Police have seized assets
worth more than ` 22 lakh, including a house,
belonging to a jailed drug peddler in Kutch dis-
trict of Gujarat, an official said on Thursday.

The drug peddler, Pintu Yadav, is originally
a native of Bihar who later moved to Anjar
town in the border district.

“The seized assets of drug peddler Pintu
Yadav include one immovable property, a
house located in Varshamedi village in the dis-
trict, and three movable properties comprising
a car and a pair of two-wheelers, totalling
` 22.31 lakh,” East Kutch Superintendent of
Police Sagar Bagmar said.

Under sections 68I and 68U of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act
(NDPS Act), if any drug peddler has acquired
movable or immovable properties using in-
come generated from illegal narcotics trade,
police are empowered to take action against
such assets, including their forfeiture.

These sections were invoked while confis-
cating the properties of Yadav, who faces four
cases under the NDPS Act, said the SP.

“The first case dates back to 2019, and sub-
sequently, in 2025, a case involving the seizure
of 140 kilograms of ganja was registered
against him,” Bagmar said.

Yadav is currently lodged in Galpadar Jail in
Gandhidham city in connection with those
cases, he said.

Police have adopted an aggressive approach
to dismantle the financial networks of drug
traffickers by taking stringent legal action
against them under laws like the NDPS Act
and the SAFEMA (Smugglers and Foreign Ex-
change Manipulators Act, 1976), an official re-
lease stated.

“Under the instructions of state Home Min-
ister Harsh Sanghavi and directives of Director
General of Police G S Malik, the police have
gone beyond merely seizing drugs and arrest-
ing offenders by launching a campaign to con-
fiscate properties acquired through illicit
earnings,” it said.

As part of this campaign, under the guidance
of Border Range Bhuj-Kutch IGP Chirag Ko-
rdiya and the supervision of East Kutch (Gand-
hidham) SP Bagmar, the SOG (Special
Operations Group) prepared a strong legal case
against Yadav, the release said. It was estab-
lished that all assets belonging to Yadav had
been acquired using money generated through
illegal drug trade, the SP noted. (PTI)

GONDA/AYODHYA, Aug 6: Former Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh on Thursday received a grand wel-
come, with flower petals showered on his convoy
using excavators, as he returned to his home dis-
trict Gonda for the first time after being acquitted
in the sexual harassment case filed by wrestlers.

Singh arrived at the international airport in Ay-
odhya by a chartered aircraft, where supporters
welcomed him with drums, music and slogans.

Thousands of supporters lined the route from
the airport, while flower petals were showered on
his convoy using excavators. Slogans of “Sher
Aaya” (the lion has arrived) were raised and fire-
works were set off as hundreds of vehicles ac-
companied his convoy.

The BJP leader is a former Lok Sabha MP from
Gonda’s Kaisarganj seat.

In adjoining Ayodhya, Singh travelled in an
open jeep to the Hanumangarhi temple, where he
offered prayers from outside and sought blessings
from the seers.

During the procession, his elder son and Gonda
Sadar MLA Prateek Bhushan Singh waved a
mace from the sunroof of the vehicle and said
“truth has prevailed”.

After visiting Hanumangarhi, Singh proceeded
to the Nandini Nagar Sports Stadium, where a
massive rally titled “Satyamev Jayate” has been
organised. Before reaching the venue, he also of-
fered special prayers at the Nandini Gaumata
temple. (PTI)

AHMEDABAD, Aug 6: Gujarat Deputy Chief
Minister Harsh Sanghavi on Thursday said the
state government will soon constitute a task force
to enforce the ban on analogue paneer, cheese and
butter, warning that violators could also face clo-
sure of their establishments.

Addressing reporters in Gandhinagar, Sanghavi
said the decision follows Wednesday’s notifica-
tion issued by the Health and Family Welfare De-
partment under the Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, prohibiting “unstandardised” analogue
dairy products across the state.

Analogue paneer is a non-dairy substitute made
using vegetable oils, starches, emulsifiers and
other additives instead of milk fat. It is cheaper
to produce than conventional paneer and gener-
ally contains lower protein levels.

He said Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel has di-
rected all departments to ensure effective imple-
mentation of the ban across Gujarat.

“The chief minister has made it clear that there
will be zero tolerance towards food adulteration,
including analogue paneer,” Sanghavi said.

He said a dedicated task force comprising offi-
cials from multiple departments will be an-
nounced shortly to ensure strict implementation
of the notification.

“Meetings are underway at the highest level re-

garding the formation of this task force. It will be
officially announced soon and will seriously en-
force these measures,” he said.

Sanghavi said merely imposing monetary
penalties on those selling adulterated food prod-
ucts would no longer be enough.

“Our task force will take strict measures, in-
cluding the sealing of shops. We see such people
as serious offenders and they will pay the price
for playing with the health of people,” he told re-
porters. On Wednesday, the Gujarat government
imposed a state-wide ban on the production, stor-
age, transportation, distribution and sale of “un-
standardised” analogue paneer, cheese and butter,
citing public health concerns and the need to pro-
tect consumers as well as the state’s dairy sector.

Health Minister Praful Pansheriya had said the
Food and Drugs Control Administration con-
ducted raids over analogue paneer and similar
products in the last four months and found that
such products were “not fit for consumption” and
lacked nutritional value.

The government said inspections and labora-
tory testing had detected products resembling
paneer but prepared using vegetable oils and
other non-dairy ingredients instead of milk,
misleading consumers and affecting genuine
dairy producers. (PTI)

CHANDIGARH, Aug 6: In a bid to prioritise
preparedness over a post-disaster response, all
administrative secretaries have been directed
to integrate disaster risk reduction into every
stage of planning, execution and budgeting of
government projects in Haryana, officials said
on Thursday.

Issuing directions in line with the Govern-
ment of India’s vision of a “Whole of Govern-
ment” approach, Financial Commissioner
(Revenue and Disaster Management) Sumita
Misra said all departments must mainstream
disaster prevention and mitigation measures in
accordance with the Disaster Management
Act, 2005, and the guidelines of the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA).

The move is aimed at ensuring that disaster
preparedness becomes an integral part of gov-
ernance rather than a post-disaster response,
an official statement Thursday said.

Misra directed departments to ensure that
every new and ongoing development project fac-
tors in disaster resilience from the planning stage
itself. She also instructed that adequate budget-
ary provisions be made for disaster management
activities, recognising that preparedness and pre-
vention are key to safeguarding lives, infrastruc-
ture and public assets. (PTI)

Tarun Tejpal calls himself ‘political victim’ after
HC imposes 10-year jail term in 2013 rape case
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Unidentified man electrocuted
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heavy rain triggers alerts, road closures
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Destin Daniel Cretton says he doesn’t un-
derstand why Marvel axed ‘Wonder Man’
Filmmaker Destin Daniel

Cretton says he is “heart-
broken” over Marvel Stu-

dios’ decision to cancel Disney
series “Wonder Man”, admitting
he still doesn’t understand why
the project was shelved despite
being renewed for a second sea-
son.

Cretton, whose latest Marvel
film “Spider-Man: Brand New
Day” recently crossed the
USD 1 billion mark at the
global box office, said both he
and Marvel Studios president
Kevin Feige were keen to con-
tinue the series.

“I love that show to death. If
it were up to me, we would be
making that show. And I do be-
lieve that if – and I know this
sounds weird – but if it were up
to Kevin, we would be doing
that show,” Cretton told
TheWrap.

“And I’m just talking, I
don’t fully understand the
business of streaming, but if
the business was right, we
would be making that show
because I know loves that
show as much as I do. It’s a
bummer. I’m heartbroken

about it. But I need to fully un-
derstand the why,” he added.

Based on the Marvel Comics
character Simon Williams,
“Wonder Man” follows an aspir-
ing actor played by Yahya
Abdul-Mateen II, who gets an
opportunity to star in a super-
hero film while navigating the
entertainment industry alongside
Trevor Slattery, portrayed by
Ben Kingsley.

The series premiered in Janu-

ary and earned Abdul-Mateen an
Emmy nomination.

Marvel initially renewed
“Wonder Man” for a second sea-
son in March before reversing
the decision and cancelling the
series last week.

The filmmaker said he could
not determine whether the
show’s viewership justified a
continuation because Disney
does not publicly disclose
streaming numbers.

As speculation mounted on-
line that the cancellation could
pave the way for a feature film,
Cretton said the possibility was
an “interesting question” but
added he had no clarity on the
matter.

Andrew Guest, who co-cre-
ated the series with Cretton and
served as showrunner, dismissed
reports that the cancellation was
part of a larger strategy.

“There is no movie in the
works,” Guest said, adding that
the cancellation “is not a mar-
keting stunt”.

He said Disney and Marvel
took an internal decision that the
series “didn’t make sense for
them”.

“And Destin’s schedule-no
one’s schedule was an issue.
Yahya , Destin, Sir Ben and I
all loved making this show, all
felt passionately about contin-
uing to do it, and were eager
to.

“Contracts were signed,
schedules were cleared, writers
room was supposed to start this
month, production was sup-
posed to begin early next year,”
Guest added. (PTI)

‘Sthal’, ‘Samna’ among
highlights of inaugural
Delhi Marathi Film Festival

Acclaimed drama
“Sthal” and Marathi
classic “Samna” will

be among the attractions at
the inaugural Delhi Marathi
Film Festival, which will be
held in the national capital
from August 7 to 9.

Organised by the Delhi
Marathi Pratishthan with
support from the Maharash-
tra government’s Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs,
Maharashtra Film, Theatre
and Cultural Development
Corporation, the Film and
Television Institute of India
(FTII) and the National Film
Development Corporation
(NFDC), the three-day festi-
val aims to celebrate the rich
legacy and contemporary
landscape of Marathi cin-
ema, a press release said.

Directed by Jayant
Digambar Somalkar, “Sthal”
has travelled to several inter-
national film festivals and
received critical acclaim for
its portrayal of arranged
marriage through the per-
spective of a young woman
from rural Maharashtra.

The festival will also

screen Jabbar Patel’s land-
mark 1975 political drama
“Samna”, regarded as one of
Marathi cinema’s defining
works.

Written by Vijay Ten-
dulkar, the film stars Dr
Shriram Lagoo and Nilu
Phule in a powerful ideolog-
ical confrontation that re-
mains relevant decades after
its release.

Besides “Sthal” and
“Samna”, the festival’s line-
up includes “Deulband 2”,
“Mamachya Govyala Jau
Ya”, “Phulwanti”, “Ghabad-
kund”, “Bhutam Bhayam”,
“Uttar”, “Satyashodhak”,
“Tumbadchi Manjula”,
“Asha” and “Gandhi Tax”. A
total of 16 telefilms will also
be screened across three
dedicated sections.

The inaugural ceremony
on August 7 will be attended
by Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, Maharashtra
Minister for Cultural Affairs
Ashish Shelar, Delhi Minis-
ter for Art, Culture and Lan-
guages Kapil Mishra, Rajya
Sabha MP Vinod Tawde and
Maharashtra Chief Secretary

Rajesh Agrawal.
The festival will also fea-

ture interactions with noted
Marathi film personalities,
including filmmakers Pravin
Tarde, Jayant Somalkar,
Ramdas Phutane and
Kishore Belekar, as well as
actors Sandeep Pathak, Ab-
hijeet Chavan, Usha Nad-
karni and Priyadarshini
Indalkar following screen-
ings of their films.

A three-day masterclass
by FTII for aspiring film-
makers and a special exhibi-
tion tracing the evolution of
Marathi cinema will be or-
ganised alongside the
screenings.

The organisers said the
festival is intended not only
for Marathi-speaking audi-
ences in Delhi-NCR but also
for cinema lovers interested
in socially relevant and artis-
tically significant filmmak-
ing.

The screenings, to be held
at the Dr Babasaheb Ambed-
kar International Centre, are
free of cost, although prior
registration is mandatory.
(PTI)

Emraan Hashmi returns as Shivam Pandit in ‘Awarapan 2’ trailer

‘STHAL’, ‘SAMNA’
AMONG HIGHLIGHTS
OF INAUGURAL
DELHI MARATHI
FILM FESTIVAL

Popular TV star Rithvik
Dhanjani says reality
shows offer immediate

validation, fame and money
to actors. He has participated
as a contestant in shows like
“Nach Baliye 6” and “Kha-
tron Ke Khiladi 8”, and
hosted “Super Dancer”,
“India’s Best Dramebaaz”,
and “Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 11”.

Dhanjani is now a contest-
ant on “Khatron Ke Khiladi
15”, which marks his third
appearance on the action-ad-
venture show after season six
and ten.

“Reality TV gives a lot of
validation, money, and fame.
But then you’ve shows like
‘Khatron Ke Khiladi’ that
gives you adrenaline rush,
that push, thrill, and excite-
ment.

It is like a kid in a candy
store, or a kid going to theme
park, that’s the excitement
that I get when I do this show.
That’s probably the only rea-
son why I’ve said yes to the
show for the third time,” the
37-year-old actor told PTI in
an interview.

Dhanjani said the latest
season of filmmaker Rohit
Shetty-hosted show has
reignited the competitive
spirit in him.

“There is a renewed sense of
hunger and passion and mad-
ness that came along with this
season when I saw co-contes-
tants like Avinash , Farrhana ,
who have done phenomenal
jobs. So, there was this re-
newed sense of passion that no
matter where you are in life,
just keep at it and just keep

going, don’t give up. That’s
what I’ve done this season,”
the actor added.

Asked if he would consider
participating again, Dhanjani
said he is open to the idea,
even as he hopes to win the
current season.

“I hope I win the show, so I
don’t have to do it all over
again. But if it is offered to
me again, I’ll do it because it
is a great platform to be on.”
(PTI)

Birla Studios and Pa Ran-
jith’s Neelam Studios
have reunited for Tamil

action drama “Makkal
Kaavalan”, starring K Manikan-
dan in the lead role.

The film marks the second
collaboration between the two
banners following the success of
“Bison Kaalamaadan”, Mari Sel-
varaj’s sports drama that
emerged as one of the biggest
Tamil hits of 2025.

Written and directed by debu-
tant Santhosh Kumar, “Makkal
Kaavalan” follows an ordinary
man whose fight against a cor-
rupt system transforms him into
an unlikely leader. The film is
billed as an action drama rooted
in themes of dignity, resistance
and social justice.

The project marks Manikan-
dan’s first full-fledged action
film after winning acclaim for
performances in “Good Night”,
“Lover” and “Kudumbasthan”.

“‘Makkal Kaavalan’ is a
unique action drama rooted in
cultural and ethnic disputes. The
originality and honesty in the
script gave me all the compelling
reasons to take it up. The film is
gripping, intense, and very
timely for today’s world.

“I was hooked from the very
first time Santhosh narrated the
story. This is a dream project

for us, and we’re thrilled that it
has come out exactly the way we
envisioned,” the actor said.

Sunil Chainani, co-producer at
Birla Studios, said the produc-
tion house was excited to con-
tinue its partnership with Neelam
Studios after “Bison Kaala-
maadan”.

“We remain deeply committed
to championing filmmakers with
bold, original voices and stories
that connect deeply with audi-
ences, and Santhosh Kumar
brings exactly that vision to this
film in his feature directorial
debut.

“K Manikandan has estab-
lished himself as one of Tamil
cinema’s most compelling ac-
tors, and we’re thrilled to have
him lead this project. ‘Makkal
Kaavalan’ is a powerful and en-
tertaining story with a deeply
emotional core, and we look for-
ward to bringing it to audiences
in theatres,” he added.

Pa Ranjith and Aditi Anand of
Neelam Studios said the film in-
troduces an exciting new directo-
rial voice.

“We are delighted to bring one
of the brightest young writer-di-
rectors in Tamil cinema, San-
thosh Kumar, to audiences with
‘Makkal Kaavalan’. It’s one of
the most exciting films we have
had the opportunity to be part

of, anchored by a truly out-
standing performance from
Manikandan. We are equally
thrilled to continue our part-

nership with Birla Studios,
who share our belief in back-
ing ambitious, filmmaker-led
cinema with the scale to

reach audiences every-
where,” they said.

Calling the project deeply
personal, Santhosh Kumar
said the story draws from his
own experiences.

“‘Makkal Kaavalan’ is
my first feature film. It is
inspired by the people I
have met, the experiences I
have lived through, and the
realities I have witnessed.
At its core, the film explores
the hierarchies within sys-
tems of power and the in-
equalities they create. It also
tells the story of an honest
man and the challenges he
faces while trying to uphold
his integrity within that sys-
tem.

“Having Manikandan lead
this film brings exactly the
honesty and intensity the
character demands,” he said.

The cast also includes Vaa-
gai Chandrasekar, A
Venkatesh, R K Vijaymuru-
gan, Shanmugam
Muthusamy, Sabumon, Unni
Maya, Divya Sripada, Jenson
Dhivakar, Lallu, Gemini
Mani and Raghu.

The film features music by
Nivas K Prasanna, cine-
matography by Pratheepan
Selvaratnam and editing by
Arul Moses. (PTI)

Birla Studios, Neelam Studios announce new action
drama ‘Makkal Kaavalan’ with actor Manikandan

Reality TV gives
fame and
money: actor
Rithvik Dhanjani

Actor-producer Richa Chadha has
started a new project. She has an-
nounced Musafiri, a non-fiction se-

ries exploring Indian culture. The show’s
eight-episode first season focuses entirely on
Mumbai, which Chadha calls her ‘residence
of choice’.

This project rejects standard travel vlog
formats. Instead, Chadha designed the series
as a personal tribute to Mumbai, the city that
built her career, changed her life and still in-
spires her creative work.

The series will highlight lesser-known tra-
ditions, living histories and various commu-

nities.
Richa wants to scratch a “nerdy itch”. She

seeks to understand the roots of modern soci-
ety by examining the country’s diverse her-
itage and its historical contributions to the
global stage. This drive pushes Chadha to in-
vestigate the origins of contemporary Indian
identity.

She views the show as a slow-paced ob-
servation of the metropolis. “Musafiri is
my humble love letter to this incredible
city. This series is about slowing down, ob-
serving, and I promise you with each
episode you will learn something new.”
Chadha added.

“Mumbai has been my karmabhoomi and I
feel exceptional love for it, because it is still
relatively safe for women. Over the years,
I’ve discovered that every street, neighbour-
hood, market, heritage structure, and every
community in this city has a story waiting to
be told,” Chadha said.

“Mumbai is where our journey begins, but
it certainly doesn’t end here. India is home to
countless untold stories, forgotten traditions,
remarkable people, and extraordinary places
that deserve to be documented and cele-
brated,” she added.

She hopes the show “inspires people to
look at familiar places with fresh eyes and
encourages them to travel with curiosity, em-
pathy, and a deeper appreciation for the her-
itage that surrounds us.” (Agencies)

Richa Chadha
Launches Culture-
Based Non-Fiction
Series Musafiri
Celebrating India’s
Heritage

Nineteen years after “Awarapan”,
Emraan Hashmi is back as the
brooding Shivam Pandit in

“Awarapan 2” with the sequel’s trailer
promising a high-stakes tale of
vengeance, redemption and unfinished
business.

The trailer, unveiled by Vishesh Films
on Wednesday, sees Shivam returning
older and scarred as he embarks on a
mission driven by revenge while con-
fronting the consequences of his past.

Hashmi returns in the lead role along-

side Disha Patani, who joins the fran-
chise as Zara. Veteran actor Shabana
Azmi also features in the film as Nafisa.

The cast also includes Puran Gabbi as
Zorawar, Anirudh Rawal as Sikandar,
Surendar Vicky as Jaideep, Vijayant
Kohli as Mehmood and Atul Kumar as
Samarth.

The sequel’s music has been com-
posed by Mithoon, Jeet Gannguli, Amaal
Malik, Ankit Sachdev and Wasif Ahmad,
with lyrics by Sayeed Quadri, Rashmi
Virag, Akhil Sachdeva and Sachin Singh

Chandel.
Songs such as “Ve Junoon”, “Yeh

Awarapan” and “Toh Phir Aao” have al-
ready been released ahead of the film,
while “Tera Mera Rishta”, composed by
Mithoon and sung by Saaj Bhatt and
Subodhh Sharma, features prominently
in the trailer.

Presented by Mukesh Bhatt and
Vishesh Films, “Awarapan 2” is pro-
duced by Vishesh Bhatt, directed by
Nitin Kakkar and written by Bilal Sid-
diqui.  (PTI)
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Pakistan beat West Indies to end 8-match
overseas losing streak in cricket Tests

PORT OF SPAIN (TRINIDAD),
Aug 6: Pakistan ended its eight-
match losing streak away from
home in cricket Tests with a re-
sounding eight-wicket victory over
the West Indies on Wednesday to
level the series.

First innings century-maker Ab-
dullah Shafique and Babar Azam,
in his first series since being reap-
pointed as captain, reappointed as
captain, led Pakistan to 77-2 with
unbeaten knocks of 24 runs each
as the visitors achieved victory
shortly after lunch on Day 4 of the
second test.

Babar knocked off the target by
hitting back-to-back sixes against
left-arm spinner Jomel Warrican,
whose six-wicket haul in the first

innings had limited Pakistan’s lead
to 43 runs.

West Indies won the first test by
90 runs at Tarouba. In the second
test, spinners Sajid Khan and Ali
Usman utilized favorable condi-
tions on a wearing wicket of
Queen’s Park Oval to ensure Pak-
istan remained unbeaten in a test
series against the West Indies since
2000.

Pakistan lost the wickets of
Imam-ul-Haq, brilliantly snapped
up by Justin Greaves in the slips
cordon for 9 in Jayden Seales’ first
over Wednesday, and Azan Awais
was bowled by Shamar Joseph for
18 before Shafique and Babar
sealed the win inside four days.

Earlier, West Indies had set up a

modest target of 75 runs after it got
bowled out for 117 with off-break
bowler Sajid (4-32) and left-arm
spinner Usman (4-39) sharing
eight wickets between them.

Opening batter Brandon King
couldn’t bat in West Indies’ second
innings due to a back injury sus-
tained on Day 3 when he ran out
Babar with a spectacular direct
throw from short cover.

Resuming on 106-3 — only 60
runs ahead — the resistance of
West Indies’ tailenders ended
quickly with Usman picking up the
wickets of Kemar Roach and
Joseph. Greaves, the last recog-
nized batter, played on to seamer
Mohammad Ali’s delivery back
onto his stumps after adding just
two runs to his total as he at-
tempted a cross batted shot, but got
a big inside edge.

Pakistan’s last test win away
from home came against Sri Lanka
in 2023 during Babar’s first tenure
as captain, before Shan Masood
led the side for nearly three years
during which Pakistan lost 3-0 in
Australia; 2-0 in South Africa; and
2-0 in Bangladesh.

Masood was eventually relieved
of the captaincy after Pakistan’s
dismal run in red-ball cricket, but
the return of Babar as skipper saw
Pakistan losing the first test at
Tarouba last week for Pakistan’s
eighth loss away from home in
three years. (AP)

NEW YORK, Aug 6: The Na-
tional Women’s Soccer League
will kick off its season earlier than
ever before next year to work
around the Women’s World Cup in
Brazil.

NWSL Commissioner Jessica
Berman gave a wide-ranging mid-
season State of the League address
Wednesday during which she dis-
cussed next season’s schedule, the
impact of the men’s World Cup
and other topics impacting the
league.

The league’s 15th season will
open on Feb. 11, more than a
month earlier than this season. The
annual Challenge Cup match will
be played on Feb. 6. The NWSL
will pause from June 24 to July 25
during the Women’s World Cup as
many of the league’s players will
be on national teams that qualify
for the tournament. The playoffs
will start on Nov. 5 and the league
championship will be played on
Nov. 20.

“We know that major tourna-
ments inspire millions of people to
follow the sport, and our schedule
allows us to be part of the lead-in
and the lead-out of that big mo-
ment,” Berman said.

The league is intentionally
launching the season during Super
Bowl weekend and will be “work-
ing closely with ESPN to make
sure that the NWSL is woven into
the weekend stories, and we’re
very excited about that,” Berman
said. ABC/ESPN is a broadcast
partner of the NWSL, and ABC is
broadcasting the 2027 Super Bowl.

There has been speculation the
NWSL may at some point shift to
a season that would align with its
international counterparts, al-
though the players’ union has ob-
jected to such a move and the
league will remain on a spring to
fall schedule through at least 2030.

The men’s domestic league,
Major League Soccer, will shift its
season to a summer to spring cal-
endar next year. Berman said the
MLS move presents both benefits
and challenges because many
teams share stadiums.

“Right now, being on a spring to
fall footprint with MLS, we both
have our playoffs at the same time,
and what that means is that there
are holds across lots of dates with
uncertainty,” she said. “With us
being on different calendars, that’s
no longer going to be the case.

We’re going to have visibility into
weeks that might otherwise have
been reserved but not confirmed,
and that will be helpful.”

World Cup bumpBerman said
the league appears to be benefit-
ting from the so-called World Cup
bump, with increased viewership
and engagement following the
men’s tournament this summer.
The league’s “Sumer of Soccer”
event tour and marketing cam-
paign aimed to capitalize on the
men’s tournament to boost the

NWSL’s profile.
Berman touted the campaign for

growth on social media platforms
Instagram and YouTube. The
league had nearly 40 million im-
pressions on social media with the
Summer of Soccer tour hashtag,
#NWSLOnTour.”

Average attendance to date is
11,174 per game, the second-high-
est behind 2024, which had an av-
erage of 11,249.

“We’re close to to beating that,
and we hope we’ll have a strong

second half of the season, where
we can celebrate this being our
highest-attended year on an aver-
age basis,” Berman said.

FIFA fallout FIFA President Gi-
anni Infantino’s failed plan to sell
stakes in future World Cups to pri-
vate investors has brought increas-
ing scrutiny of his leadership.

CONCACAF and its 41 mem-
ber associations, including the
United States, previously rejected
Infantino’s proposal. Whether U.S.
Soccer would take a position on
Infantino’s future won’t be dis-
cussed until a September board
meeting, CEO JT Batson told re-
porters on Tuesday. Berman sits on
the board.

“I’ll start by saying we whole-
heartedly support the position that
U.S. Soccer and CONCACAF
took as it relates to not being sup-
portive of that proposal, and are
pleased that it was withdrawn,”
Berman said. “As it relates to fu-
ture state conversations about the
future of FIFA and leadership, I’m
eager to have discussions with our
fellow board members to listen and
learn and better understand the op-
tionality that might exist and the
process.” (AP)

NWSL to start its season earlier in 2027
because of the Women’s World Cup

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: After
spending nearly two years honing
his skills in India, American shooter
Jeff Browning returned to the
United States with a sharper edge,
and a national title has underlined
the progress.

The seasoned marksman capped
off his journey by winning the pres-
tigious 10m air rifle event at the US
National Championship in Camp
Perry, Ohio, turning his overseas
training into championship success.

A competitive shooter since
2012, Browning trained extensively
at the Topgun Shooting Academy in
New Delhi during his stay in India.
The experience proved invaluable,
helping him refine his technique
and elevate his performance.

Within a month of returning to
the United States, Browning
clinched the national title while rep-
resenting the Virginia State team.
He credited the academy for play-
ing a key role in helping him main-
tain his competitive edge and
further develop his shooting skills.

“I had been a competitive shooter
in the United States since 2012 and
wanted to continue pursuing the
sport while living in India. When I
arrived in Delhi in the summer of
2023, (academy founder and former
international) Shimon Sharif and
the coaches at Topgun Shooting
Academy gave me the opportunity
to train in the 10m air rifle.

“I returned to the United States
last month, and within a month of
my return, I won the U.S. National
Championship. I am truly grateful
to the academy for the training,
guidance, and support I received

during my time in India. The expe-
rience played an important role in
helping me continue competing at
the highest level,” Browning added.

For his championship-winning
performance, Browning was
awarded the prestigious Leather-
neck Trophy, one of the coveted ho-
nours presented during the National
Matches at Camp Perry.

The academy’s association with
the US shooting community, how-
ever, extends well beyond Brown-
ing’s success.

During the Covid-19 pandemic,
when international travel and com-
petitions came to a halt, the acad-
emy emerged as an unlikely global
hub for elite shooters by organising
virtual competitions that kept ath-
letes match-ready despite lock-
downs.

The online events attracted par-
ticipants from around the world, in-
cluding several members of the US
Olympic shooting team as they pre-
pared for the postponed Tokyo
Olympics.

Among those who competed was
American ace William Shaner, who
went on to capture the Olympic
gold medal in the men’s 10m air
rifle event at the Tokyo Games in
2021.

Fellow American Lucas Koze-
niesky, who later won the silver
medal in the 10m air rifle mixed
team event in Tokyo, also took part
in the academy’s virtual competi-
tions during the pandemic.

“It’s a matter of immense pride
for us to have contributed to the de-
velopment of rifle shooters from
several countries, including the
United States.

“Jeff Browning’s national title
is another feather in our cap and
reinforces our belief that quality
coaching and a competitive train-
ing environment can help athletes
perform at the highest level, re-
gardless of where they come
from,” said Sharif, founder of the
academy. (PTI)

American rifle shooter trains in India,
returns home to win national title

11

MIAMI, Aug 6: Lionel Messi
scored his first two goals since the
World Cup and took the career
scoring lead in the Leagues Cup as
Inter Miami overcame an early
deficit to beat Atlético San Luis 4-
2 on a rainy night.

The match at Nu Stadium was
delayed 30 minutes in the second
half because of lightning in the
area.

Messi scored in the 11th and the
44th minutes. He has 14 goals in
12 Leagues Cup matches — one
ahead of Los Angeles FC’s Denis
Bouanga for most in the tourna-
ment’s four-year history.

Telasco Segovia and defender
Micael also scored, and Noah
Allen had three assists as Inter
Miami extended its unbeaten

streak to eight matches.
Messi returned to Miami’s start-

ing lineup in his second match
since the World Cup, where he led
Argentina to its second straight
final appearance before La Albice-
leste lost 1-0 to Spain. The 39-
year-old played 37 minutes as a
substitute in a 2-2 draw with the
Columbus Crew on Saturday.

After being held off the score-
sheet against Columbus, it didn’t
take Messi long to make an impact
on Wednesday. He fired a long
cross from Allen past Andrés
Sánchez to equalize after David
Rodríguez put San Luis ahead with
a header four minutes into the
match. Messi finished from close
range later in the first half and as-
sisted on Micael’s header in stop-

page time.
Rafa Llorente also scored for

San Luis.
Messi led Miami to the Leagues

Cup title in 2023 shortly after his
arrival with the club. Inter Miami
reached the final again last year,
losing 3-0 to Seattle in a match that
ended with a brawl involving Luis
Suárez. The veteran forward ap-
peared to spit toward a member of
the Sounders’ staff and grabbed
at least one Seattle player by the
neck during the melee, resulting
in a six-match tournament sus-
pension.

That means Suárez, who has
seven goals in the past four
matches, was not available
Wednesday and will not play in
this year’s tournament. (AP)

Inter Miami beats San Luis 4-2

NEW YORK, Aug 6: FIFA said it had
apologized for errors made over Gianni
Infantino’s failed plan to sell stakes in
the World Cup and that senior staff in at-
tendance at a crisis meeting in Morocco
“reaffirmed their full support” for his
presidency.

World soccer’s governing body at-
tempted to present a unified front amid
the turbulence caused by Infantino’s con-
troversial plans, with calls for him to step
down.

In a statement, FIFA said Secretary
General Mattias Grafström and members
of the management board in attendance
in Rabat had given their support to the
embattled president.

Referring to the plans to sell profits in
the World Cup through a commercial
subsidiary called FIFA Forward Enter-
prise (FFE), the statement said “mistakes
made were acknowledged” and that the
“process should have been handled dif-
ferently.”

FIFA said a letter had been sent to
FIFA Council and member associations
apologizing for errors and committed to
“ensure they do not happen again.”

Grafström’s stated support was no-
table after he distanced himself from In-
fantino’s now abandoned plans in an
email to all FIFA staff calling the last
week a “sad and reproachable series of
events.”

FIFA said Infantino had also reaf-
firmed his support for his secretary gen-
eral.

World soccer’s governing said the
FFE proposal was “now off the table.”

“There are always lessons to be
learned, and FIFA will continue to im-
prove its processes in light of this expe-
rience,” it said.

It remains to be seen if the meeting
will ease the pressure on Infantino.

Serious questions’Earlier Wednesday,
the association of European soccer
leagues — including the Premier
League, La Liga and Serie A — called
for governance reform of FIFA. It de-
scribed the FFE proposal as “dangerous”
and said it pointed to deeper concerns
about how the governing body operates.

It said it raised “serious questions
about FIFA’s governance, internal cul-
ture and decision-making.”

“Now more than ever, FIFA requires
governance reform that ensures that all
relevant stakeholders have a formal role
in decisions that shape the future of our
game.”

In the statement, European Leagues
hit out at the possibility of further ex-
panding the World Cup to 64 teams and
said “FIFA must not be allowed to con-

tinue taking unilaterally disruptive deci-
sions.”

It said that until there was reform it
would reject the “expansion or creation”
of FIFA competitions.

Portugal and Real Madrid great Luis
Figo also called for Infantino to step
down, saying he had “debased the of-
fice.”

FIFA denied a British media report
suggesting Infantino, in seeking support
for his presidency, had offered Morocco
the hosting of the final at the 2030 World
Cup. Spain, Portugal and Morocco are
the main co-hosts for the 2030 edition.
Morocco hopes to host the final at the
planned 115,000-seat King Hassan II
Stadium near Casablanca; Spain has at
least two contenders — the home stadi-
ums of Real Madrid and Barcelona.

A FIFA spokesperson said it’s “false
and misleading to claim the FIFA presi-
dent has made any promise in relation to
hosting the FIFA World Cup 2030 final.
A decision will be made by FIFA in due
course.”

Canada’s Carney raises concernsAlso
Wednesday, Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney said he no longer has con-
fidence Infantino. He said the FIFA pres-
ident committed a “fatal” governance
failure by not consulting senior advisers.

“Certainly I don’t have confidence in
Mr. Infantino,” said Carney, who had ap-
peared alongside Infantino at several
events during the 2026 World Cup co-
hosted by Canada, Mexico and the

United States.
A tumultuous week have raised ques-

tions about Infantino’s presidency of
FIFA ahead of elections in March.

European soccer’s governing body
UEFA has applied the most intense pres-
sure by voting to boycott the World Cup
if Infantino pressed ahead with (FFE).

Even after Infantino’s climbdown
UEFA said it had lost confidence in
FIFA’s leadership — possibly paving the
way for a challenge to his presidency.
The governing body for North and Cen-
tral American and Caribbean soccer
(CONCACAF) also said FIFA leader-
ship had “stopped putting football first.”

There have also been signs of division
within the organization with chief of
global football development Arsène
Wenger distancing himself from the FFE
plans. Infantino’s senior adviser Carlos
Cordeiro resigned last week and chief
operating officer Kevin Lamour said
staff were “deceived” by the president’s
lack of openness.

Infantino is aiming for to win a fourth
and final term in office at the March
elections. (AP)

Gianni Infantino gets internal support at crisis meeting to remain as FIFA president

India receive direct entry into MOBA Legends: 5v5

Lionel Messi scores his first 2 goals since the World Cup 

Mandaviya 
highlights 
2036 Olympic
aspirations in
report card 
NEW DELHI, Aug 6: Union
Sports Minister Mansukh Man-
daviya, who also holds the portfo-
lio of Labour and Employment,
presented a report card of his two
ministeries at a recent meeting of
the NDA MPs, highlighting the ef-
forts to bring the 2036 Olympics to
India and the growth in employ-
ment over the last 12 years.

With Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah in attendance, Mandaviya
started with sports and then listed
the progress made in the Labour
and Employments ministry, draw-
ing applause at the mention of
major milestones.

“He mentioned that earlier the
idea was to land a job through
sports. The long-term vision was
missing. He also spoke about how
important it is to prioritise sports
science to move ahead in the medal
tally in international events,” a
well-placed source said referring to
the minister’s stated position on the
issue of sports as a stepping stone
for employment.

“We have to host the 2036
Olympics. We have to be in the top
10 of medal winners. We have to
be in top five sporting nations by
2047,” he added.

Mandaviya said India’s medal
tally in the Olympic Games, which
was a total of 21 across the Games
held between 1948 and 2012, was
15 in just the last three editions.

“He also highlighted India’s out-
standing Commonwealth Games
performance, where despite the re-
duced number of medal events,
India finished fourth with a tally of
39 medals including historic per-
formances in boxing, athletics and
judo.”

In a more elaborate briefing on
Labour and Employment, Man-
daviya stated that “17.1 crore addi-
tional jobs were created between
2014 and 2024, alongside a 66 per
cent rise in youth employability.”

“The social security coverage
also grew from 25 crore in 2015 to
over 101 crore beneficiaries in
2026.” (PTI)

RIYADH, Aug 6: India have received a direct
invitation to the MOBA Legends: 5v5 tourna-
ment at the Esports Nations Cup (ENC) after
accumulating 2,600 points in the ENC Rank-
ings.

India’s roster for the tournament has
Gaithanlung Gonmei (Kyle), Susanta Biswas
(Kimyy), Abhijeet Katkar (Asuna), Rithik
Sohal (Romcom), Evancius A. Sangma
(Vann), along with reserve players Moham-
mad Saad (Apex) and Jay Mehta.

Steve Vitug (Dale) will be India’s coach,

announced the Esports Foundation through a
release on Thursday.

The Legends competition will feature 32
teams competing for a prize pool of more than
Rs 14.2 crore from November 23 to 29 in
Riyadh.

The Esports Foundation has allocated 16 di-
rect invitations through the ENC Rankings,
and 14 places will be decided through re-
gional online qualifiers, scheduled for August
15 to 16.

The final two slots will be filled through

wildcard invitations comprising one Host Re-
gion slot and one Solidarity slot.

“One of the biggest strengths of this roster
is the variety of experience each player brings.
Every player has something unique to offer,
whether it’s leadership, mechanics, or deci-
sion-making.

“Our focus over the coming months is to
combine those strengths into a cohesive team
with a clear identity and style of play. I am
confident we’ll be ready to take on the chal-
lenge in Riyadh,” said coach Vitug. (PTI)
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Delhi ready to host best-ever World C’ships: BAI secy

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: All India
Football Federation (AIFF) Presi-
dent Kalyan Chaubey has urged
the Tata group to reconsider its
“shocking” decision of withdraw-
ing Jamshedpur FC from the em-
battled Indian Super League (ISL).

The Tata group has made it clear
that JFC’s exit from the ISL was a
long-planned strategic decision to
ensure that the company returns to
its core ideal of grassroots football
development. Tata Steel vice Pres-
ident (Corporate Services) D B
Sundara Ramam has also insisted
that the move has “nothing to do”
with the uncertainty surrounding
the ISL’s commercial future and
would not be reconsidered.

However, Chaubey said the
AIFF would still hope for a rethink
by the legacy corporate house.

“AIFF would be happy if Tata
remains in football, especially in
senior top tier football. If an AIFF
request or application can change
their mind...the AIFF would like to
appeal that for the interest of the
players and football, Tata should
remain in the senior football
league,” Chaubey told PTI in an
interview.

“The AIFF welcomes any sug-
gestion (from them) and is ready to
incorporate the suggestions to en-
sure the best outcome,” he said.

Tata Steel has assured that
Jamshedpur FC will honour all ex-
isting player contracts and help
footballers find new clubs.

The AIFF president said he has
faith in Tata group and its deci-
sions cannot be driven by commer-
cial interests.

“It’s all about, I think, some de-

cision in the boardroom. And I’m
sure there are reasons, but it cannot
be for Rs 1.1 crore participation
fee or management fee. It is not
that. When the board decided to
withdraw the senior team from the
top-tier league, I am sure they had
a reason for taking this harsh deci-
sion.

“They are aware of the football
fans’ reaction, but I assume this
cannot be only a financial decision
because Tata has many enterprises
and businesses,” he observed.

The former India goalkeeper
said he has immense respect for
the group’s contribution to the
sport’s growth through the Tata
Football Academy that has been in
operation since 1987. Chaubey too
has trained in that facility during
his playing days.

“We have seen many corporates
become very prominent over the
last few decades, but we have also
seen many corporates go bankrupt
thereafter. But Tata is different. It

has gained that respect, earned that
respect among Indians,” he noted.

“Tata will never consider sports
merely as a medium for business,
revenue generation, profit, or loss.
They have done so much for In-
dian sport. They have invested in
archery and several other areas,
and in football, I think most of the
youth development system has
come through the Tata Football
Academy,” the former India player
added.

Chaubey recalled how the acad-
emy survived a financial crisis in
the ‘90s.

“...it was rumoured that TFA
would be closed down, the
Archery Academy would start, the
Engineer Hostel would start, and
the Cricket Academy would start.
Many rumours were there.

“But since we won two tourna-
ments in Germany and the Nether-
lands at the junior level, it became
a headline in London. So officers
from the London Tata office came
and met us. They gave us incen-
tives, PK Banerjee and Ranjan
Choudhury were the coach and
technical director. So that’s how
the Tata Football Academy contin-
ued, which was supposed to be
closed down in 1992,” he revealed.

Chaubey fondly recalled his as-
sociation with the Tata Academy as
a cadet player.

“I learned football through Tata
Football Academy. Since 1987 till
date, nearly 275 or more player
have graduated from TFA. I am
also one among them and perhaps
Renedy Singh and myself served
the longest period in the Tata Foot-
ball Academy,” he said. (PTI)

Indian batters aim to ace spin test in
warm-up before Test series against SL

Sports Minister answers queries 
on vacant coaching positions,
anti-doping measures, football

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: After drawing
criticism over the state of facilities during
the India Open earlier this year, the Bad-
minton Association of India (BAI) on
Thursday said the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium has undergone a complete reno-
vation and is ready to host the “best-
ever” edition of the BWF World
Championships.

The India Open came under scrutiny
after players raised concerns over the
condition of the venue, including its
cleanliness, training facilities and air
quality. The tournament also witnessed
unusual disruptions, with matches briefly
halted due to bird droppings and even a
monkey entering the spectator stands.

The controversy erupted after Danish
shuttler Mia Blichfeldt criticised the con-
dition of the warm-up and practice areas
at the K.D. Jadhav Indoor Hall and the
Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium during the
India Open, drawing attention to the poor
state of the facilities.

“We’ve worked on every issue that
came up then, and I’m happy to say those
problems have been resolved completely.
I’m confident this will be one of the best
World Championships ever,” BAI secre-

tary general Sanjay Mishra told PTI on
the sidelines of the draw ceremony for
the World Championships, which begin
in New Delhi on August 17.

“I would especially like to thank the
Sports Ministry and SAI because they’ve
worked very hard. Under the guidance of

our president, Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma,
all the preparations are progressing
well,” he added.

Mishra said the India Open had served
as a “test event” ahead of the World
Championships, helping the organisers
identify shortcomings and address them

well in advance.
“The stadium is almost ready for the

tournament. The India Open was essen-
tially a test event for the World Champi-
onships. If we hadn’t conducted that test
event, we wouldn’t have known what dif-
ficulties we were likely to face,” he said.

According to Mishra, the venue has
been fully refurbished, with the walls,
toilets and flooring renovated, while a
team of Malaysian lighting experts has
been brought in to oversee the installa-
tion of the court lighting.

“The biggest change is the complete
renovation of the stadium. The walls, toi-
lets and floors have all been refurbished.
We’ve even brought in Malaysian light-
ing experts to handle the lighting. There
weren’t any major complaints about the
lighting last time, but even then, we’ve
invited some of the world’s best experts
in this field,” he said.

“They will set up the entire lighting
system, after which the BWF will inspect
and approve it before the final court-spe-
cific lighting is installed. I believe any-
one who saw or played at the India Open
will find this stadium completely trans-
formed this time,” Mishra said. (PTI)

Come 15th, we’ll be ready with all the answers: Gambhir

Three Indians make 
finals of World Athletics

U20 Championships
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COLOMBO, Aug 6: Indian bat-
ters will be keen to fine-tune their
skills against spin during a three-
day warm-up match against a local
Sri Lanka XI at the Nondescripts
Cricket Club here on Friday as
they gear up for a two-match Test
series against the Islanders next
week.

Quality spin proved to be India’s
Achilles Heel against New
Zealand and South Africa at home
recently, and the challenge will not
be any different against Sri Lanka.

The Islanders have a capable
unit of tweakers, particularly in
home conditions, and thus this
warm-up match assumes massive
importance for Indian batters
ahead of the first Test at Galle on
August 15.

Some frontline batters like skip-
per Shubman Gill, KL Rahul and
Yashasvi Jaiswal had started
preparations against spin individu-
ally at their home facilities before
boarding the flight to Colombo,
but that cannot really supplant an
outing on a Sri Lankan pitch.

The three-day match will give
them valuable first-hand idea
about local conditions, and it is im-
portant because many of them are
playing the red-ball format for the
first time on these shores.

India’s last Test series in Sri
Lanka was in 2017, and the team
composition has undergone vast
changes in the last decade.

In fact, only Rahul, Kuldeep
Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja in this
squad have appeared in Test

matches in Sri Lanka.
In the absence of an injured

Jasprit Bumrah, pacer Mohammed
Siraj will be India’s bowling lead
with support coming from Prasidh
Krishna, Gurnoor Brar, Manav
Suthar and Saransh Jain.

This largely inexperienced
bowling lineup, except Siraj and
Kuldeep, will be eager to bowl on
a Lankan pitch once again.

Both Brar and Jain had very
good outings for India A against
Sri Lanka A last month at Galle,
and they will be raring to have an-
other round of practice under their
belt.

Head Coach Gautam Gambhir
emphasised on this point.

“We know what is in front of us.
We can do volume, we can push

our limits, we can tick all the boxes
and come 15th morning whether
we are batting first or bowling first
we will be absolutely ready with
every answer to every question
thrown at us.

“So make sure to tick all the
boxes from now on,” Gambhir ex-
horted his wards in a video posted
by BCCI.

However, intermittent rain is
predicted to lash the city from Fri-
day and that may jeopardise
India’s designs.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka also an-
nounced a strong SLC XI that con-
tained some frontrunners to make
it to the Test squad.

Led by Sonal Dinusha, who has
played three Tests for SL, the
squad features pacers Vishwa Fer-
nando, Lahiru Kumara and spin-
ners Isitha Wijesundara and
Ramesh Mendis.

Teams (from)
India: Shubman Gill (Captain),

KL Rahul (Vice-Captain),
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rishabh Pant
(WK), Sai Sudharsan*, Dhruv
Jurel (WK), Ravindra Jadeja,
Kuldeep Yadav, Manav Suthar,
Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh Kr-
ishna, Gurnoor Brar, Devdutt
Padikkal, Saransh Jain, Auqib
Nabi.

SLC XI: Nishan Madushka,
Ravindu Rashantha, Pasindu
Sooriyabandara, Pavan Rath-
nayake, Ahan Wickramasinghe,
Sonal Dinusha (Captain), Anjala
Bandara (wk), Nipun Dananjaya,
Lahiru Kumara, Vishwa Fernando,
Asanka Manoj, Isitha Wijesundara,
Ramesh Mendis, Kesara Nuwan-
tha, Dilum Sudeera.

Match starts at 10am. (PTI)

Please reconsider JFC’s ISL withdrawal: 
AIFF chief Chaubey appeals to Tata group

England recall Lawrence, Carse, Pope, Cook
for Pakistan tests with Bethell ruled out

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: Over 500
vacant coaching positions in the
Sports Authority of India (SAI), in-
creased dope tests at the grassroots
level and funds provided to foot-
ball’s beleaguered national body
were among the diverse issues that
Sports Minister Mansukh Man-
daviya addressed in his responses to
various Rajya Sabha queries here
on Thursday.

Despite the launch of a mega re-
cruitment drive by SAI in January
to hire more than 350 assistant
coaches, 464 positions remain va-
cant, a number which is over 100
more than last year.

In all, 554 positions are waiting
to be filled, including 90 slots for
head coaches at its facilities across
the country.

“The qualifications and compe-
tencies of coaches are assessed in
accordance with the prescribed re-
cruitment and engagement norms,”
Mandaviya stated.

The minister also revealed that in
the last five years, ` 8.5 crore has
been allocated for training and up-
skilling programmes for coaches to
“enhance their professional capabil-
ities.”

Mandaviya’s statement was in
written response to a query from the
Leader of the Opposition in Rajya
Sabha and Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge.

Measures to counter doping
In response to a query from BJP

MP Kesridevsinh Jhala on the anti-
doping measures taken by the gov-
ernment, Mandaviya cited the
NADA’s dedicated intelligence and
investigation mechanisms to col-
lect, and assess information relating
to potential Anti-Doping Rule Vio-
lations (ADRVs), including traf-
ficking, administration, possession
and distribution of prohibited sub-
stances and methods.

The minister said that the number

of sample collection sessions at
grassroots-level events, including
school, university, state, and zonal-
level events has also gone up.

“A total of 20 sample collection
sessions were conducted in 2025,
and 55 sample collection sessions
have been conducted in 2026 up to
July 2026,” he noted.

In addition, the Sample Collec-
tion Personnel (SCP) workforce has
also been strengthened through
“regular recruitment, training, and
re-accreditation programmes.”

“A total of 11 training pro-
grammes were conducted in 2025,
and four training programmes have
been conducted in 2026 up to July
2026, to ensure the availability of
qualified sample collection person-
nel across different regions of the
country,” he said.

The government is also pushing
for criminalisation of doping by
proposing jail term and fines for en-
tities indulging in trafficking and
supply of prohibited substances in
fresh amendments to the National
Anti-Doping Act.

The football crisis
A couple of questions were posed

on the state of Indian football as
well. They focussed primarily on
the central government’s efforts to
keep the sport afloat as it goes
through a commercial crisis along-
side lack of credible international
performances.

Mandaviya stated that the gov-
ernment has provided financial as-
sistance to the tune of ` 37.98 crore
in the last five years. This year a
total of ` 3.91 crore has been pro-
vided to the All India Football Fed-
eration (AIFF) from a total
allocation of Rs 8 crore.

“At present 527 athletes of foot-
ball discipline are being trained at
various SAI centres across the
country,” read the minister’s state-
ment. (PTI)

It’s cool and humbling: Starc
as he nears Kapil’s tally of

all-time Test wickets
MELBOURNE, Aug 6: Australian
pacer Mitchell Starc is just one
wicket shy of equalling Indian great
Kapil Dev in the list of all-time
highest wicket-takers in Test cricket
and says it would be humbling to be
placed in that star-studded top-10.

Starc has 433 wickets in 105
Tests, one less than Kapil. The two-
Test series against Bangladesh be-
ginning August 13 will give him an
opportunity to surpass Kapil and
South African pace great Dale
Steyn, who has 439 Test wickets.

“It means I’ve played a bit,” Starc
told the Australian Associated Press
when asked about the milestone.

“It is cool and very humbling to
be spoken about it with those guys.
But that stuff doesn’t mean a whole
lot while you’re still playing. You
don’t get too far ahead,” he added.

Starc leads the global wicket-tak-
ing list in the ongoing World Test
Championship cycle with 46 scalps
from eight games. In the all-time
list, the only Australians ahead of
him are Shane Warne (708), Glenn
McGrath (563) and Nathan Lyon
(567).

The lanky bowler said he has
worked hard to keep his body in
good shape for the rigours of inter-
national cricket. The left-arm pacer
played briefly in this year’s IPL but
hasn’t been seen in action after that.

“When you’re 36 and you’ve
been around for 16 years, you’d like
to think you’ve improved or got
better at something,” Starc said.

Australia vs Bangladesh Series
schedule:

First Test: August 13-17, Darwin
Second Test: August 22-26,

Mackay. (PTI)

LONDON, Aug 6: Dan Lawrence was re-
called by England after two years on
Thursday to play in the first test against
Pakistan and Jacob Bethell was ruled out
of the three-match series by a right knee
injury. The post-Ben Stokes era starts in
Leeds on Aug. 19 and Surrey batting all-
rounder Lawrence will have the first crack
at trying to fill the prodigious shoes of the
former test captain.

He is set to bat at No. 6 with wicket-
keeper Jamie Smith likely to slot in one
place lower down, while Bethell being
sidelined has opened the door for Jordan
Cox at first drop in the batting order.

Cox’s own injury misfortune meant he
made his test debut only in June against
New Zealand at The Oval, where he was
down at No. 7. Fast bowler Brydon Carse
missed the 2-1 loss against the Black Caps
because of an injury to his right hand but
he was named in England’s 16-man squad
for the first two tests under returning cap-
tain Joe Root, with Marcus Trescothick in-
terim coach in the absence of the newly
appointed Stephen Fleming, who had a

say in selection. Former vice-captain Ollie
Pope was back after being discarded dur-
ing the Ashes series in Australia where he
averaged 20.83 before making way for
Bethell. Seamer Sam Cook was also in,
after his lone test appearance against Zim-
babwe in May 2025.

Off-spinner Shoaib Bashir was retained
although it remained to be seen if he keeps
his spot in the XI after confirmation that
Lawrence, who bowls off-spin, will defi-
nitely be in the team. Lawrence has been
in the international wilderness since the
last of his 14 test appearances in Septem-
ber 2024, having struggled batting out of
position as an opener against Sri Lanka.

He has, though, been in a rich vein of
form in division one of the County Cham-
pionship, averaging 65.66 with five cen-
turies in eight outings this season.

Bowling allrounders Sam Curran and
Rehan Ahmed were the other options to try
to balance the side in the absence of Stokes,
who ended his storied England career fol-
lowing the series defeat by the Kiwis after
7,273 runs and 252 wickets in tests. (AP)

EUGENE (USA), Aug 6: Javelin
throwers Ashish Yadav and T Dha-
ranidharan along with discus
thrower Amanat Kamboj qualified
for the final rounds in a decent
opening day performance by the In-
dians at the World Athletics U20
Championships here.

Yadav topped the men’s javelin
Group A qualification round with
a throw of 69.87m and ended at
second spot overall, behind South
Africa’s title favourite Jan-Hen-
drik Heymans who won Group B
with a 76.02m throw. The 19-
year-old Indian has a season’s best
of 74.49m, which is also his per-
sonal best.

Heymans was the lone competi-
tor to breach the automatic qualifi-
cation mark of 72.50m.

Dharanidharan made it to the
final round, taking the 12th and the
last spot overall after finishing fifth
in Group B qualification round with
a throw of 68.07m.

Those who breached the auto-
matic qualifying mark of 72.50m or
at least best 12 qualified for the final
to be held on Friday.

Indian superstar Neeraj Chopra is
the current world record holder in
the event with his 86.48m throw in
the 2016 edition of the champi-
onships in Bydgoszcz, Poland.

In women’s discus throw,
Amanat produced a season’s best
throw of 52.58m to finish sixth in
Group A qualification round and
take the 12th and last available spot
to sneak into the finals.

China’s Su Yixin took the top po-
sition across the two qualification
groups with 58.06m, while compa-
triot Ma Chenyi was second with
57.72m.

Those who breached the auto-
matic qualifying mark of 55m or the
best 12 performers qualified for the
final to be held later tonight.

Mogali Venkatram made it to the
men’s 800m semifinals while Uwin
Anand bowed out of the same event
after the Round 1 heat races.

Venkatram finished third in Heat
5, clocking 1 minute 52.81 seconds
to secure his place in the semifinals.
Anand ended seventh in Heat 1 and
30th overall, clocking 1:52.37sec.

Across the five heats, Uganda’s
Shafeck Murungi recorded the
fastest time, clocking a personal
best of 1:46.64sec.

First five in each heat plus two
fastest runners from the remaining
athletes across the five heats qualify
for the semifinal.

The Indian 4×400m mixed relay
team exited the competition in the
Round 1 itself after finishing fourth
in its heat with a time of 3 minute
22.85 seconds. (PTI)

COLOMBO, Aug 6: Their home Test run in recent
past may not have been particularly impressive but
India head coach Gautam Gambhir has asserted that
his team will be ready with all the answers when
the two-Test series against Sri Lanka gets underway
here from August 15.

In a short address to the team before a practice
session here, Gambhir also welcomed the new en-
trants -- spin-bowling all-rounder Saransh Jain and
pacer Auqib Nabi.

“We know what’s in front of us, we know what
we are playing for. We can do the volume, we can
push our limits, we can tick all the boxes,” Gambhir
said in the video shared by BCCI on social media.

“Come 15th morning (August 15), whether we
are batting first, whether we are bowling first, we’re
absolutely ready with every answer, every question
that’s thrown at us, and every answer we are ready
to give. So make sure we tick all the boxes from
now on,” he added.

The first match of the series will be played in
Galle from August 15 while the second game will
be held here from August 23. It would be India’s
first ICC World Test Championship assignment
since the disastrous 0-2 home defeat to South Africa

in December last year.
Saransh has been picked in the squad on the basis

of his consistently fine run for Madhya Pradesh in the
domestic circuit. Nabi is in to replace an injured
Jasprit Bumrah. He played a stellar role in J&K’s
maiden title-winning run in Ranji Trophy last season.

“We’ve got a couple of new guys in. To start
with, Saransh, congratulations. You’ve worked ex-
tremely hard to be here,” Gambhir said welcoming
the 33-year-old late bloomer.

“Make sure that you make your family and
your country proud, whenever you get that op-
portunity. (PTI)
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